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"'''ha comforteth us in all Our tribulation , that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOd."-2 COR. i. 4.

CONTINUANCE.

"But continue th01b in the things which thou hast learned, anq, hast been
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them." -2 TmOTHY iii. 14.
ONE of the most interesting features peculiar to the Holy Scriptures
is that although they were-in many instances-originally addressed
to individuals, who passed away ages ago, they yet, from century to
century, have spoken with a living voice to successive generations
of the people of GOD. The Epistle from which our "Portion" for
this month is taken was, historically considered, addressed to a servant
of CHRIST, young in years, but no novice in a knowledge of the things
of GOD. To hi.~ character, circumstances, and ministry the inspired
letter had primary reference; yet, the divine teaching contained in
the Epistle was by no means exhausted by that fact. The truth 01
GOD and the glories of the Gospel are not the sole property of any
particular member of the household of faith. They are common to
the entire body of CHRIST.
We see this in the provision of the twelve·
loaves on the table of shewbread in the tabernacle.
There was a
representative loaf for each tribe in Israel, and the size of the" loaf "
was in all cases identical. The smallest tribe amongst GOD's people "
possessed, not a small loaf, but one of the self-same quality and proportions as that set apart for tho most populous division of J acob's
children. So that the teaching of the Word of GOD, in all parts of
the Bible, is the Covenant portion of all believers alike, whether"
Jews or Gentiles, for in CHRIST there is neither the one nor "the other
(Col. iii. 10, 11). TmOTHY, though young, was, we know, the possessor
of "unfeigned faith," and had been intimate with the Holy Scriptures
"from a child." He knew Whom he believed. His knowledge was
The HOLY SPIRIT had guided him
derived from the true source.
into the saving truth of the Gospel, and, moreover, had called and sent
him forth to preach salvation by free grace to others. But, like" all
believers, he needed exhortation to watchfulness and diligence. And
the two Epistles addressed to him by "Paul the aged" abound in
warnings and counsels.
.
These inspired precepts are in full force to.day, and we do wel1
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to attend unto them.
Let 'us consider them together, beloved in
the LORD, and seek the grace of the SPIRIT to walk by the rule
of them.
We may observe, in the first place, that continuance in the light
which we have received from GOD is necessary for our peace and for
-our-.spiritual fruitfulness. "Continue thou in the things which thou
hast learned." Constancy and, perseverance in the knowledge of
.. GOD'S truth, are'among ·the brightest evidences' of vital godliness.
To be carried about by winds of doctrine, on the contrary, is a
The, Apostle Paul, in the
certain mark of graceless profession.
earlier part of our chapter, had predicted a general apostasy from
the truth of the Gospel on the part of Christian professors. This
departure from the doctrine of CHRIST and consequent manner of
evil living he prophetically associated with "perilous times," in thtJ
last days. The tendency to depart from the paths of knowledge was,
~however, already [showing itself.
TIMOTHY, therefore, needed to be
'warned of the danger. We, to-day, are living in the very crisis to
'which the Apostle referred, arid to ourselves the inspired counsel
"very specially refers. While others are giving heed to the seducing
>dogmas of human invention,' and are accepting religious novelties
':in ,the name of GOD, ·it is demanded of such as have received the
·'truth l in the love of it to continue stedfast and unmovable in the
"Word of .the Divine grace. That faith which is "the gift of GOD"
. is not a temporary faith, like the faith of free-will believers. It
·,abides the temptations and inducements 6f Satan to depart from the
: living GOD and, to tUTIl 'aside unto fables. The visible -Church may
'go far astray froni' the' first llrinciples of th,e 'doctrine of CHRIST, but
,~he living '. Church' 'of the Firstborn,' wh0se', names are written in
'heaven, must resist t such sin-" even unto' blood." "Though thou,
~lsrael, play·the harlot, yet let not Judah offend; and come not ye
'unto Gilgal; neither go ye up to Bethaven, nor swear, The LORD
1iveth" (Hosea iv. '15). .
-The Word of, -GOD, beloved brethren, is a searching, sifting,
ldividing Word. I,t discerns and judges the thoughts and intents
.(Jf.- the' heart. When, on one occasion, the LORD JESUS preached the
.:word·of truth, His hearers for the most part left Him, saying, ".This
..ls . an hard saying': who can hear it ~ " They murmured at the,
.manohumbling, GOD-€xalting doctrines He proclaimed. They took
-.-offence at', !fIis 'faithfulness 'and outspokenness.
"From that time
. many 6f His disciples' went' back, and walked no more with Him"
(John vi. 66): But' what 6f -the remnant of His hearers 1 Did they
;'likewise presently go' away 1· What was their estimate of the
"dodrines of the free grace of' GOD, as expounded by the LORD
JESUS 1 They esteemed them t6 be "the words of eternal life!"
To no other teacher would' they go.
They" continued" in ,the
.things which they had learned. What a contrast between regene:t;ated
sinners and merelY'religious sinners! "As the whirlwind passeth,
so is 'the' wicked "no more; ,but the righteous - is an everlasting
foundf!,tion" (Prov. x. 25). Those souls whom ..the HOLY SPIRt!'
,tfl!tches the truth of the Gospel, in the power and grace of it,
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approve their faith in it by patiently abiding and by willingness to
suffer for it. As an old writer has said, "GOD'S servants must
continue, eonstant in the truth received. They must not play fast
and loos,e; be off and on; but they must be still the same, like w~ll·
tuned bells, which have the same note in foul weather as they have
in fair.;' ,When the SPIRIT of REVELATION describes the char~cters and
condition of ,the faithful people of GOD under the persecutions p,eculiar
,to" the fifth. seal," 'He says, through John the seer :-" I saw under
the altar the souls of them that were slain for the IVord of GOD, and
for the testimony which they held" (Rev. vi. 9). Their fidelity to
the revealed truth of their GOD cost them an exceeding great price.
They "continued" in the divine doctrine even unto martyrdom. 'rhey
preferred to lose all else rather than forfeit their possession of the truth
in which they had been savingly instructed. The Church of GOD, as she
stands in CHRIST, is like Mount Zion "which cannot be moved." And
what blessed promises are sealed unto the saints who stand unmovable
in "the old paths"! The crown oj life is theirs.
"He that shall
€ndure unto the end, the same shall be saved" (Matt. xxiv. 13). Our
Covenant-performing FATHER will render "to them. who, by patient
· continuance in well-doing, seek for glory, and honour, and Immortality,
eternal, life" (Rom.. ii. 7). "And ye shall be hated of all men for
My name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be sated"
(Matt. x. 22). "And you, that were. sometime alienated and enemies
in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled in the
·body of His flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable,
and unreproveable in His sight: if ye continue in the fadh grounded and
settled,' and be not moved away from the hope of the Gospel"
(001. i. 21-23). The world, the flesh, and the great adversary of our
souls afford constant occasion for the trial of our trust in the truth
of the Word. Happy are we when, in the sufficiency of promised
grace, we "endure" .the fierce conflict and gladly suffer hardness as
good soldiers of CHRIS1'. OUr peace, and fruitfulness in the things of
GOD are largely' bounc;1. up with uncompron:llsing contention ,against
evil-within and witho"ut. It 'is, by such experiences that we prosper
and live. They fit.us for the MASTER'S service, help to keIJp us humble
and dependent, and sweeten our fellowship with Him whom our souls
supremely love and adore.
It is, important, too, thn,t we should remember two things regarding
our spiritval. knowledge, namely, that all the true light we possess we
· have received t"'r01J1, Gad, and that all such knowledge is aIIsu1"ed by
the Spirit and the Word. "Continue thou in the things which thou
hast learned and hast been .assured of, knowing of whom thou hast
learned them." Those who have 'heard CHRIST and" have been taught
by Hi!U" have nothing to unlearn. They know the truth to be in
JEsus-nowhere else (Ephes. iv. 21). In Him they recognize the
Great J;'rophet of the Church, the Apostle of their profession, their
Counsellor, the Revealer of. the secret things of GOD. They learn of
Him whom the SPIRIT delights to glorify (John xvi. 14). It is, this
personal, experimental knowledge of their DIVINE INSTRUCTOR which
imparts confidence and 'assurance to their faith. Like TIMOTHY, who
,
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from a child knew the Holy Scriptures, all believel:s own themselves
but lear~ers throughout their entire course, learners of GOD, His
character, grace, and salvation. There is a passage in the nst Psalm
which forcibly and beautifully illustrates this fact. "0 GOD, Thou
hast taught me (TOm my youth," testifies the writer, "and hitherto·
have I declared Thy wondrous works. Now also when I am old anliJ
greyheaded, 0 GOD, forsake me not" (Psalm lxxi. 17, 18). He owned
the need of his old age to be further instructed in the precious truth
of his GOD. Oh, brethren, let us, whether young Timothys or aged
Pauls, alike confess how partial is om" present knowledge, and how
great is our need of being more fully taught and edified in all the things.
which make for om peace. Alas, that, notwithstanding the years of
loving, patient teaching bestowed upon us by the LORD JESUS, through
the SPIRIT and the Word, He should still have to rebuke our hearts.
and consciences as He did PHILIP'S of old, "Have I been so long time
with you, and yet hast thou not known Me 7" For, imperfect indeed
is our apprehension of this Blessed One ! Yet, dear brethren, we:
would not for a thousand worlds part with that measure of light, and
that knowledge of CHRIST JESUS which we have received from above..
We know that to him that huth shall be given, and that the promise
is certain, "He shall guide :you into all truth." ",Vho teacheth
like Him?" The sheep hear His voice, and they follow Him to hearthat voice more continually. They know "of Whom" they havelearned-that, not man, no, not e,en an Apostle, has taught them.
Their faith stands not in the wisdom of man, but in the power of
GOD, who cannot lie and whose Word abideth for ever. They have:
an unction from the HOLY ONE, an enduring communication of the
SPIRIT'S indwelling presence, and they need not that any man shoufd
teach them. The witness of the SPIRIT to the absolute truth of the:
written Word, and His further witness with the spirits of those
whom He indwells, seal home upon their hearts a peace that passeth
all understanding, and that surpasseth all powers of description. In
the quaint language of RALPH VENNING (A.D. 1647) :-" When. the
all-blessed SPIRIT of the ever-living and ever-loving GOD hath given
His testimony, and set His seal to the soul, which before sat.
quavering and trembling at the door of hope, that GOD doth own,
accept, and pardon it: ,,-hen He comes and kisses it with the kisses
of His mouth, and pours out the savom' of His sweet ointments upon
it, oh, what a calm is there in the soul! Oh, wbat halcyon days doth
it then live in! It enjoys a jubilee in every moment. Ob, the holy
claspings and celestial intervenings of love! Ob, tbe breatbings and
mutual streamings forth of love that are between GOD and this soul ~
Oh, the ineffable mystery whicb lies in their reciprocal enjoyment!
You-nay itself-can scarcely tell who enjoys and who is enjoyed,
who fills and who is filled, who possesseth and who is possessed, there
is such a spiritual mixture in their union, without confusion or
composition.
.The soul forgets itself to mind its GOD, or
rather minds itself in minding GOD. Am I in heaven, or is heaven
in me 7 Is time gone up, or eternity come down 7 Oh, what a
concentering of happiness do I find within me! Methinks I see the
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first-fruits of Canaan brought into my hungering soul, upon the
:staff of consolation, by the two supporGers of the saint,-CHRIST and
the SPIRIT. Methinks I hear my BELOVED calling, 'Arise, My love,
My dove, My fair one, come away; come forth from among the
defts. Let Me see thy face, let Me hear thy voice, for sweet is Ghy
voice, and thy countenance is comely.' Oh, h:>w do the love~speaking
words of CHRIST affect the heart, and even transport the soul into
admiration! All the pangs of the new-birth, all the throes of its
travail are forgotten, and swallowed up in ravishments, in raptures,
for joy that _this man-child of assurance, begotten of the SPIRIT of
GOD, is at last born into the soul."
Such are the sealed certainties which pertain to the household of
faith. Is it, then, at all surprising that believers should be joyful III
their KING, and make their boast of Him all the day long 1 Is it
any wonder that such a portion as this should reconcile them to the
discipline and hardships of a passing time-state, and to fellowship
with CHRIST in His sufferings 1 Oh, brethren beloved, let us, above
all things, seek grace to witness a good profession for the truth of
()ur GOD in these last days of rebuke and blasphemy, and to refuse
all communion with aboundin!! evil in both the visible Church
and the world.
"Continue thou in the things which thou hast
learned, and hast been assured of, knowing of Whom thou hast
learned them."
THE EDITOR.
THE HEART'S DESIRE.
FOR the lips to sing the Saviour's praise;
o for the feet to walk in Wisdom's ways;
o for the eyes to see where Jesus trod;
10 for the hands to work the work of God.

o

o for the trust that sweetens every care;
o for the joy that brightens everywhere;
o for the life which lives in Christ alone;

o

for -the death made stingless by His own.

-Selected.
TAKE heed of judging by accessories: Perhaps thou hast not heard
so much of the rattlings of the chains of hell, nor in thy conscience

the outcries of the damned, to make thy flesh tremble. But hast
thou not seen that in a bleeding Christ which hath made thy heart
melt and mourn, yea, loathe and hate thy lusts more than the devil
himself 1 Truly, Christian, it is strange to hear a patient complain of
the physician (when he finds his physic work effectually, to the
evacuating his distempered humours, and the restoring of his health),
merely because he was not so sick as some others with the working
()f it. Soul, thou hast more reason to be blessing God that the convictions of the Spirit wrought so kindly on thee, to effect that in
thee without those terrors which have cost others so dear.Gurnal.
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THE INFINI'i,'E MERITS OF CHRIST.
~: :', Wo1'thy is the Lamb that ~(Jas slain to receive power, and riches,
and wisdom, and strength, and lwnou1', and glory, and blessing."....,.....
:!;tEVELATION v. 12.
THE contemplation of the infinite worthiness of the Lord Jesus Christ,'
both in Himself and ll.S the Fulfiller of all righteousness, is the most
delightful of .spiritual exercises enjoyed by the believer. It is a
subject "ever new and ever attractive.
Its depths are unfathom-'
able,' and its treasures inexhaustible. Unlike human subjects of
study', the personal, official, and moral glories of the exalted Soh
of God present a field for contemplation which is absolutely limitless-;-,one'which eternity itself will fail to circumscribe. Everything
we see in the Lord Jesus Christ, whether in connection with HiS:'
coming forth from the bosom of the Father, His life on' earth,
the circumstances of His death and resurrection, or His session on
the :mediatoi'ial throne in the heavens, sets forth His glory in some
one of the aspects just mimed.
The glory He showed forth on eart·h was mainly mora1 glory-the glory of His character. His official and personal glories were
largely veiled, from Bethlehem to Calvary. Not altogether indeed,
but largely. It was after' His rising from the grave that the
superior glories of His person and offices were fully exhibited.
While He occupied the position of J ehovah's "Servant" all His
actions and the motives of them were consistent with His humble
status. He refused to anticipate His glorious exaltation. When His
disciples, or the people-in their inability to understand the temporary subjective position He had assumed-sought to obtain
external glory for the Worthy One, He always repudiated the proposal and made it 'plain that· to suffer and to serve were the objects
He kept constantly before Him as His present vocation. This fixed
purpose of His soul we frequently see exemplified in His daily walk
and teaching, and that in the smallest details. As Son of Man, His
goings were'ever found ip. perfect harmony with that low estate, When
he was'illi "iilfant of days'" the life He led was simple, that of a child.
As He 'grew'in years; the same lovely harmony between His earthly.
character and His mission of obedience was eminently traceable..
Throughollt the snort years pf 'His "showing unto Israel," after Hi~'
baptism, we mark an undercurrent of subordination toning and
tempering all His words and ways.
He knew whence he had
"come,'" and why He bad been "sent," and so persistently sough~
to honour the Father by fulfilling His will f9r the salvation of
elected shiners. As one has said when referring to His conduct
after the transfiguration :-" He sought not a place among men, but
emptied Himself, made .Himself of no reputation, quickly veiled
the glory that He might be the servant, the girded, not the

...
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arraj;'ed Diie:" r~, There, ,is unspeakable depth of meaningil1 that'

Paulirie passage, ." Fat·! Y~:Krio\y:;the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that,,' ;though~ He was. ri()h, yet. for' your sakes' He became poor,"
that ye fhrough B:is '.poverty inightbe rich" (2 Cor. viii. 9).
Yes," He becamepbor,"J not n:Ierely~ -by takiJig 'up a position of
poverty in relation tathe -things' of this world, but by foregoing
the present enjoyment of. the things which were rightfully His
as the co-equal of the .Fat4eJ::,
In this wondrous voluntary act of grace we recognize meritmerit all His own. In that meritorious self-abnegation no man or
angel could possibly share. He willed, of His own divine, sovereign
pleasure, to give Himself a ransom for guilty sons of A.dam, and
by His own infinite worthiness to justify them from all things. He
took their sins' in His own body to' the tree, and there made an
etetiial end ,of them by the blood of His vicatious sacrifice.
His
life' and 9-eath, in all their incalculable moral value, were presented
by Him in satisfaction of the broken law of a just 'and righteous
God. "He was deliveredii'or' our offences, and He was raised again
for our justification/' There remaineth :n6' more sacrifice for sin.
None is need~d; Neitp.er 'vidtim nor altar'-exists' ill' the piesen,t
economy of the Gospel' of God's' grace. Atonement .'is finished:
Reconciliation is-'firiisnea.. :'Redemption· is' finished...'. Acceptance is
finished.· Salvation; even '. unto the utterinost:'--":It is, finished! "
And all this marvellous performa.nce is due' to· the resolute determination of the Son of God to b'ecome' poor,' for our sakes! Oh, what
greatness of moral glory,is discernible in that self~enying' resolution t
Yet,· -alas; how imperfectly do we apprehend it. How fitfully do we
contemplate it. How little ,are we affected and actuated by it, Will
it ·evllr be with us thus'1 Oh let us confess with shame of soul our
coldness' and', deadness in presence of love such as that of our' oncehumbled Redeemer -and Lord, who gave Himself for us-" an offering
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour;" Let 'us more
intently "consider Him." Let us learn from the example of the
glorified ones in' heaven, ,,,ho rest not day and night in crying,'
"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain ,to receive power, 'and riches,
and wisdom, .and strength, and honour, and glory,and blessing."
Yes, ·-'lIe· is altogether worthy-personally; officially, and morally
W9I'thy''-of all ,the glotiousperfections He forewent when He took'
upon Him the form of a' servant, and was made in - the likeness of
men. 'Power and' riches He laid aside when "He made Himself of
no reputation.". These, as Mediator, He is worthy to teassume.
"Thou art worthy!" Wisdom and str<lngth He veiled when He
submitted to be accounted by man nothing better than a Samaritan, as
mad, and as having a devil. . Now, exalted to the majesty on high, in
righteous consideration of His meritorious cross and passion, He is
altogether worthy to .be acclaimed "God only wise "-" the blessed
and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords." Honour,
and glory, and blessing He was pleased for our sakes, to renounce,
when He covenanted with the Father to "become a curse for us,"
to be despised and rejected of men, and forsaken of His God on the
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tree of shame. These possessions He was worthy to claim again
when He rose triumphant from -the dead, "the Author of eternal
salvation unto all them that obey Him. Oh, is it not fitting in us,
dear believing brethren, to adorc Him continually as the altogether
Worthy One 1 His merits alone constitute the foundation on which
our hope- for life, death, and eternity is built.
"I stand npon His merit,
I know no other stand,
Not e'en where glory dwelleth,
In Immanuel's land."
Those infinitely precious merits of His substitutionary life under
the commandments of God's Law, and of His spotless self-offering iu
satisfaction of the damning sentence of the Law, secure the weakest
believer in Him, the now Risen One, and render morally impossible
the condemnation of the really trusting sinner. " All that the Father
giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will
in no wise cast out." No, verily, for such are the objects of His
everlasting love. They are His own property and inheritance, through
the purchase of His precious blood. They are the very members of
His body mystical. In His death they died. In His resurrection
they were quickened-as saith the Scripture, "together with My dead
body 'shall they arise" (Isaiah xxvi. 19). To these redeemed ones He
refers in the prophecy of the Psalmist, "All My bones shall say,
Lord, who is like unto Thee, which deliverest the poor from him that
is too strong for him, yea, the poor and the needy from him that
spoileth him 1" (Psalm-xxxv. 10). "For we are members of His body,
of His flesh, and of His bones" (Eph. v. 30). He is the Saviour of the
body-.,.-His own body. The Church is His Bride. "He that is joined to
the Lord is one spirit" (1 Cor. vi. 17). Oh," who shall separate us from
the love of Christ 1" (Rom. viii. 35). Let us, then, rejoice in Him
always, in Him only, in Him fully. Let us seek, as a habit of soul, to
meditate on Him whose matchless merits constitute our sure title to
mansions in the Father's house. Yes, we will rejoice in Him more
than they rejoice who find great spoil.
It glorifies Him when His
brethren think and speak good of His name. Let this, then, be
our constant and happy occupation, beloved in Him. Our hearts
need be with Him in yonder majesty, for there are sorrows and
cares and tears enough down here!
N othiug can lighten our souls
with gladness like a faith-view of Him in His beauty.
"He is
altogether lovely." And we know that His heart-thoughts are with.
us here
"He is in the Father's bosom,
But His heart is with His own ;
And He lives to pour His Spirit
On each poor and needy one,Lives to make them pure and purer,
Till they shine among the blest,
Oh, the faithful heart of Jesus
Is the trusting sinner's rest!
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" He is resting, He is reigning,
In the many-mansioned home;
But He waits the glad ingathering,
When His kindred all shall come.
There our place He is preparing,
He will meet each welcome guest,
An.d the changeless heart of Jesus
Be the ransomed spirit's rest."
Truly, truly" Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power,
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and
blessing" !
Clifton.
J. O.
THE SURE WORD
By THE LATE DEAN GOODE, D.D.
" The f'Vord of OU?' God shall stand fm' eVe1'."-ISAIAH xl. 8.
OUR lot has fallen in times when, on the one hand, the very foundations of the faith. are shaken by those who ought to be its chief
defenders j and, on the other, a superstructure of wood, hay, and
stubble is raised upon that foundation, almost equally perilous to the
safety of those who trust themselves upon it. And men are asking
where is there any resting-place amidst this deluge of unbelief and
false doctrine with which the whole earth is overspread 7 But why such
a question 7 Is not the Ark of God's Word floating high above it all,
offering a secure, a permanent resting place to every weary and heavyladen soul that seeks a refuge in it 7 Is not the Ark of God's Testimony spread open before you 7 Keep close to God's own vV ord Let
no man, call himself what he will, move you from the foundation.
And amidst all the varied interpretations of that Word, keep to that
which a prayerful, earnest, and diligent perusal of it carries home to
your conscience. When you stand before the bar of God hereafter, no
dependence upon human teaching will be your vindication for not
having acted upon God's Word as He gave it to you. He who allows
any man to come between him and God's message to him, must take
the consequence of preferring man's word to God's,
When our martyred Reformers stood, a mere handful against an
opposing host, this was the rock on which they fixed their footingGod's Word, and God's Spirit as its alone infallible interpreter. And
God's grace supported them in their fiery trial, and honoured them,
even here, with a victory pregnant in blessings to their country-that
country, so fervently prayed for by one of them, and whose words, notwithstanding all that is happening around us, let us hope, may have
flowed from prophetic lips,-" Be of good cheer, :Master RIDLEY, and
play the man; we shall this day light such a candle in England, by
God's grace, as shall never be put out."
THE devil is indifferent whether we go to hell in the frequented
road of profaneness or in the smooth way of hypocrisy.- Venning.
[Selected by A. :M. TOPLADY.]
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY?"
" (NEHEMIAH ix.)
(Continued jrom page 742.)

"'YEA; forty years didst Thou sustain them in the wilderness, so that
they lacked nothing; their clothes waxed not old, and their feet swelled
not." "Can Cod prepare a table in the wilderness 1" God can, and is
continually showing His people the power of His hand. He who spread
the table of earth at the creation, ha!} gone on multiplying that seed and
sustaining His children, His widows and fatherless ones, His prophets
and disciples-the multitudes;, and then He asks the question, "When
I sent JOu without purse, or scrip, or shoes, lacked ye anything 7 and
the-y, answered, Nothing!" so do all His disciples echo their words.
I'

(

Ere He can fail fish yields from sea,
Or bread from heaven must fall;
Jesus still says, 'For Me and thee ,Best partJ;lership of all!"

; !~.1roieover, Thou gavest them kingdoms and nations, and didst divide
them into corners: so they possessed the land of Sihon and the land 'of
tHe king of:Heshbon, and the land of Og the king of Bashan. Their
children ·alsomultipliedst Thou a.s the stars of heaven, and broughtesuthem into the land, concerning which Thou hOOst promised to· their
fatp.ers, that they should go in to possess it. So the children went in'
and possessed the land, and Thou subduedst before them the inhabitants':
of the land, the Danaailites, and gayest them into their hands, with their
kings, and the people of the land, that they might do with them as they
would.." A promise-keeping God surmounts obstaeles and makes the
feeble to conquer giants; the very people oppressed in the brickfields- of
Egypt possess kingdoms, and -if the unbelief of the' fathers who saw'
His wonders in the land of Zoan hinders and delays the accomplishment of God's Word, they may come short of Canaan,but their
children shall inherit it. Let us pray and watch against unbelief, lest
we enter not. in !
, "And'they took strong cities and a fat land and possessed houses'
full of all-goods, wells digged, vineyards, and oliveyards, and fruit trees
in -abundance:' so they did eat, and were filled, and became fat, and
delighted themselves in Thy great goodness." Jehovah seems to have
tested His people in two ways. First of all by withholding the visible
supply for their daily necessities,' and then creating a miraculous and
constant abundance of bread from heaven, and living water from the
smitten Rock, manifestly teaching divine and heavenly lessons; and
after forty years thus testing faith and dependance on Him, He tests
them with earthly prosperity, the possession of strong cities, houses full
of all gooas, wells ready digged for them, vineyards, and oliveyards, and
fruit trees in abundance, not their planting, but ready and yielding to
their gathering. " So they did eat, and were filled, and waxed fat, and
y
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delighted themselves in Thy great,goodness." But for the "nevertheless" that 'forrows, we'"miglit perhaps' have concluded their hearts' \vllre'
rightly 'filled with joy and praise: Is it not thus we so commonlv
delig?d [ourse~ves '!n GOd's goocl gifts 1 ,When He fills our hauses' with:
goods, our ba:sket'and store are well supplied, 'and all things yield us'
plenty, We may not be altogether' ~thankful, but .are apt to delight
ourselyes in ,these bountiful gifts rathe~ than in the Giver."
i"

. "The brightest things below the sky
Give but' It flattering. light ; "
We should suspect some dan¥er nigh,
Where. we possess. delight! '

, No,t"so when we follow the Psalmist's' exhortation; "Delight thyself
also in 'the Lord," andthen"lIis great goodness has rio "nevertheless/' but a constant well-spring 'of joy; "for He shall give thee the
desires'" 6f thine heart" (Psalm' xxxvii. 4), ana :there will be no
craving 'that is not given'to satisfy the heart-longing; This is the very
essence' of pure delight in the L07'd, rather than iu the good bounty
6f His providential hand. So lIabakkuk proved that in the absence
':if !i-ll.:thes'e goo'ds, "Yet"! will rejoice iri the Lord; I \vilHoy In the
Go~. on:.r;~ "salv'atio~,". alth'Oughstripped 'of temporal goods. It is a'
deep experience into wliich J ehovah leads His Habakkuks. The name
means ~'Love's embrace," and sure are we that su.chas thus delight in
the Lord rather than His good' gifts dwell in His love's embrace"
and are His Hephzibahs, "My delight is in her." How very gl:acious
that thus both s.exes are encouraged to 'delight in Him! These are
new names 'we Ij1ay "covet earnestly," that He may say, "I have
suJfnamed thee" (Isaiah xlv. 4).
" Nevertheless, 'tht:y were disobedient, and rebelled against Thee,
and cast Thy law behinfl their backs, and slew Thy prophets, whi9h
testified against theIj1' to" turn ,them to Thee, and they wrought great
provocations." 'But for this true picture of the human heart in
prosperity, we 'might have been led to despair, when our own evil
hearts are. re~ellious, f~aring we were' out of the seqret altogether,:
forgetting "that which is born of the flesh is flesh," and needs subduing, but never becomes spirit. ' We may never have sla.in God's
ptop}:~ets, but we may :have disparaged them and· helped to destroy
their' coInfort and usefulness; and otherwise' "'wrought great provocations.l..' "
, .,
.
"Therefore Thou deliveredst them into the hand' of their enemies,
who vexed them: and in the time of their trouble, when they cried
mito 'Thee, Thou heardest them from heaven; and according to Thy
manifold mercies Thou gavest them saviours, who saved them out of
the hand of their enemies." "Therefore" explains the cause of the
chastening, vexation, and trouble.
God's correction comes in these
various forms to bring forth the cry. He is sure to henr (mTn heaven,
and forgive and interpose by human instruments that only shadow
fortll the Divine Saviour, 'of whom Zacharias sung when his tongue
was loosed (Luke i. 71). The" manyfolds " of " the mercy promised'"
we may delight ourselves in turning over.
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" But after they had rest, they did evil again before Thee; therefore leftest Thou them in the hand of their enemies, so that they
had the dominion over them; yet when they returned, and cried
unto Thee, Thou heardest them from heaven; and many times didst
Thou deliver them according to Thy mercies; and testifiedst against
them, that Thou mightest bring them again unto Thy law: yet they
dealt proudly, and hearkened not unto Thy commandments, but
sinned against Thy judgments (which if a man do he shall live in
them), and withdrew the shoulder, and hardened their neck and would
not hear." What a rehearsal of the life history of many of us in
this brief account of Israel's failure! How often after the Lord gives
us rest do we rebel against Him, unwilling to put our shoulder beneath
His gentle yoke, but proudly harden our heart, stiffen our neck, and
yet as often, when brought again to humble ourselves and cry for help,
has He heard and proved Himself the God of all grace !
" Yet many years didst Thou forbear them, and testifiedst against
them by Thy Spirit in Thy prophets: yet would they not give ear:
therefore gavest Thou them into the hand of the people of the lands.
Nevertheless, for Thy great mercies' sake Thou didst not utterly con·
sume them, nor forsake them; for Thou art a gracious and merciful
God." There is no motive, no plea, that could account for this
<I nevertheless"
of wondrous grace to the undeserving, but the Divine
attributes of mercy and grace.
"Now, therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the terrible
God, who keepest covenant and mercy, let not all the trouble seem
little before Thee, that hath come upon us, on our kings, on our
princes, and on our priests, and on our prophets, and on our fathers,
and on all Thy people, since the time of the kings of Assyria unto this
day." Our God is not only great and mighty, but terrible to His
enemies. Yet no trouble that befalls His people ever seems little
before Him. This is a true source of consolation to His children.
Blessed be the Spirit of inspiration, that we have this plea "written for
our learning," that we may use it in our small matters as well as great
tribulation.
Nothing is too little for Jehovah, Almighty, to condescend to notice and provide a remedy. "In all their affiiction
He was affiicted." "Even the very hairs of your head are all
numbered. Fear not, therefore, ye are of more value than many
sparrows." Yet" not one of them is forgotten before God," not even
the one man counts for nought when he sells two farthings' worth"
(Matt. x. 29 ; Luke xii. 6).
"Howbeit Thou art just in all that is brought upon us; for
Thou hast done right, but we have done wickedly; neither have our
kings, our princes, our priests, and our fathers, kept Thy law, nor
harkened unto Thy commandments and Thy testimonies, wherewith
Thou didst testify against them. For they have not served Thee in
their kingdom, and in Thy great goodness that Thou gavest them,
and in the large and fat land which Thou gavest before them, neither
turned they from their wicked works. Behold, we are servants this
day, and for the land that Thou gavest unto our fathers to eat the
fruit thereof and the good thereof; behold, we are servants in it :
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and it yieldeth much increase unto the kings who~ Thou hast set
over us because of our sins: also they have dominion over our bodies,
and over our cattle, at their pleasure, and we are in great distress."
What a model for us is this confession of Nehemiah's, in which he so
clearly justifies the dealings of God with His Covenant people, that
when affiiction, national, relative, or personal, comes upon us, we may
acknowledge it is "because of our sins," humble ourselves before Him,
and admit the righteous judgment of om God in His chastening hand
upon us. The chapter sparkles with the lustre of divine truth in.
every clause, and is as an ocean which we cannot fathom. If we
have been permitted to point out a gem here and there for others to
seek deeper and bring out its intrinsic worth, and so by spiritual
appropriation say of it, "It is mine," to the God of all grace be glory
ascribed. We reserve the last verse to eOllnect it with chapter ten.
VIle close with a quotation from the Rev. C. H. SPURGEON, which we
find inscribed at the top of the page, some years ago, when .perusing
this deeply instructive cha.pter; it may find response in other hearts:
"When we come to read through our personal life history, we shall
say, neither this ninth of N ehemiah, nor Psalm cvi., can exceed
my experience. The Lord has dealt well with His servant, according;
to His Word. If some of us could write our lives in full, we could
testify to the faithful love of our Covenant God."
Leicester.
MARY.
WELL-SPRINGS.

"He taht !lath 1'eceived His testimony hath set to his seal that God
tl·ue."-JoHN iii. 33.

i~

AT the recent Clifton Conference, which many readers of the MAGAZINE were privileged to attend, each and all, in proportion to the
measure of the Holy Spirit granted to His favoured children, were
delighted and refreshed in following one faithful witness after another
who bore testimony to the Word of God and of His grace, which is able
to build up, edify, strengthen, and nourish the soul of the believer
in his most holy faith. Now, beloved reader, you and I who have
thus been blessed, and therefore aTe blessed of God irrevocably, must
needs set to om seal-we must testify that we do know. vVe must
declare, out of a full and overflowing heart, that which we have
seen and our hands have handled of the Word of life. "He that
hath received His testimony Jand a greater than John is hereJ hath
set to his seal that God is true." True in the past; true in the'
present; yea, the truth that knows neither beginning nor end
Interesting as would a study throughout Holy Scripture be of the
various witnessfos and their testimony, yet we should find how one
and all traced all truth up to the Fountain Head. Hence we
see the success of John's testimony. It was of Christ, and so they
believed. "Looking upon Jesus as He walked, he [JohnJ saith,
Behold the Lamb of God! And the two disciples heard him speak
and they followed Jesus." Those who now follow the Lamb of God,
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who thus heard John's testimony, go and seek for others, and Jesus
is again followed. That was John's desire, and should also be of
~very true witness of the Lord and Master, to lead off from self
,unto Christ Jesus the Lord. "He must increase, but I must
decrease."
We see the same, result in the Samaritan woman's
message, as she went on her way to declare the wonders of _this" Man
who told her all things that ever she did: is not this the Christ ~"
Her testimony, since it led off from all else to Christ, was
crowned with success, for we read, "Then went they out of the city,
. and came unto Him. . . . And they said unto the woman, Now
we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have heard Him ourselves, and know that this'is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the
world."
- And was it not thus with us, beloved ~ Did not our heart burn
within us as a precious Christ was extolled, apd we knew by that
blessed, unmistakable, innermost heart-experience that Jesus Himself
had drawn near and was going with His disciples 1 And have we
.not also proved ofttimes how He goes before His children to show the
wonders of His grace, and bestow-oh, so freely !-all good things upon
them out of that heart which is made glad by giving blessing ~
Sometimes we have to tell of His sweet suprises, and sometimes we
have almost to chide ourselves for taking His mercies as surprises.
Shall I be understood when I say this 1 In what my own heart
condemns me is: I cry unto the Lord for a special favour, an
urgent answer; or I may be seeking Him earnestly for some erring
one, or to show me some mark of His providential mercy, or
,reminding Him of some promise long laid up. And often" God
'tarries late till men' are faint," as says J aHN BERRIDGE. Does He
forget 1 Never / God never forgets a kindness promised, a request asked,
,a favour on behalf of one's self or another sought. Hence, after long
waiting, the response comes when, perhaps, the hopes that were~ once
high within my breast are at their lowest ebb, and Little Faith is not
on her watchtower, and therefore neglecting to look out for the
answer; and thus when the time for the Word of the Lord has
come I am overlooking the blessed truth that here is my answer
in 'my God's own time and way. Oh, beloved, may we have the
grace of faith not only to place all our concerns and desires in our
heavenly Father's [hands, but to look out also for the answer, ever
<;alculating upon a God who performs all His promises, and ever
remembering that interpretations alone are with Him, and, if He does
not· answer either in my way or thy way, yet the response is nevertheless there, compelling us to set to our seal that God is true..
Now, we all kno"W that a seal is a mark which authenticates
that which is true. When any ,deed or document is sealed, it is thus
considered sacred .to those particular persons to whom it appertains.
,It is not for every eye to examine. It is not for common use.
It' has .its special adaptatien and is apportioned for a special end.
And as in' most civil transactions there are two representations of
the same thing, so we have the earnest in our hearts, as says the
Apostle in 2 Corinthians i. 21, 22, "Now He which stablisheth us with
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you in Christ, and hath annointed us, is God; who hath also sealed
[Greek, "impressed"] us and given the earnest of the Spirit in our
hearts," "witnessing with ,our spirits that we are the children of God."
Laid up for us in heaven, in His keeping, is the connterpart, the
facsimile; thus making it a secret between the Lord and His believing
people. "Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples."
i\t[oreover; the foundation of this sealing is sure, as says the Apostle,
"Nevertheless, the foundation of God standeth sure, having this
seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His" (2 Tim. ii. 19). And
whilst' it is an emblem of the grace of sanctification within our
'hearts, renewed by the Holy Ghost, "In whom ye also trusted, after
that ye heard the word of truth, the Gospel of your salvation: in
whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy
Spirit of promise" (Eph. i. 13). So should it therefore tend to keep
us holy and withollt blemish before Him, causing us to take heed to the
apostolic injunction, "And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God,
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption" (Eph. iv. 30).
A thought comes in here, beloved, that leads us to look well to
the result of this sealing. Is our impress strong or faint 1 Is the
wax whereupon Go.d's impress is stamped strong and unrelenting,
so that men may' see ,that we have been and are much with Jesus
in the inner sanctuary of communion, or tampering with the unholiness
of the world and its ~nsnaring trifles 1 Is the image so faint as to be
scarcely discernible 1 or is the heart so softened by Divine grace that
the Great Impresser can stamp, ,His seal so that His grace and
Image are magnified in the body, and Christ Jesus QUI' Lord and
Master is seen throughout the day in holy walk and conversation in
His redeemed child 1 All this is done by close contact, by a daily life
of communion with Jesus in the Scriptures of His truth. He is "the
Living Bread which came down from hea,en; if any man eat of
this bread, he shall live for ever." And it is this feeding by faith on
the Son of God that results in holy; happy fellowship, adorning the
doctrine of God our Saviour. Man's seal in all things is but an
emblem. It does its work, serves its purpose, and then in tilp.e ceases
to exist. Thus circumcision was but an outward sign, and just so are
·.all our ordinances. They have' theit use and appointed end, but St.
Plotul reminds us, as of the law, it was but "a shadow of good things
'to come, and not the very image of the things."
.But <:idd's se!tl is the very substance of all that is real and eternally
lasting. f'hat never fails. Hence 'His children c~n plead with security
and satisfaction, "Set me as a seal upon ThinE;l arm." Yes, ye that
are the Lord's witnesses (margin, sealed ,ones) cease not to declare
in Zion, "Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having
'this seal." Oh, beloved, unto what an inheritance are we called! What
a high service, what a holy, sanctified calling! May the Holy Spirit
ever keep it prominent1y in our minds, "witnessing with our spirits
that we are the children of God." May face answer to face, image
impress image. It, may be by aflliction, trial, furnace· work , oppo'sition at home or abroad, but in the quaint language of the poet
let us pray-
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" My heart is like a l'Usty lock ;
Lord, oil it by Thy grace,
And rub, and l'Ub, and rub away,
Until Thou see Thy face."

May we "be silent unto the Lord, and let Him mould us" (as
LUTHER was wont to translate Psalm xnvi. 7). May we rest not
until, as soft wax, we are taken in hand to be moulded at His will, that
in the end we may reflect clearly His own image. We know the
reason of the shining of certain faces in Holy Scripture. Moses had to
put a veil on his face as he came down from the mount. The face
of the God-Man "did shine as the sun" on the mount of tran \>figuration; and the face of beloved Stephen, ere he fell asleep, was.
"as the face of an angel" to look upon. Yes, the nearer we get.
into communion with Him whom our souls love, the closer the contact, the clearer the reflection. The nearer a dying saint gets to his
glory-goal, so the brighter the divine image reflected in his face.
"The path of the just is as a shining light, which shineth more and
more unto the perfect day."
Moreover, the impress given is as God sees it, not as we see it.
It is the image of the heavenly, and He has the pattern-shall ]
say 1-01' .mould to which He is fashioning His children. Shall we
then rebel at the pains He takes to effect this 1 shall we kick at the
cross-handed blessing and say, "Not so, my Father" 1 He wh()
knows the end from the beginning has sealed His children, in His.
infinite wisdom, for holiness in walk and association, in conduct, in
watchfuliless-sealed them for sanctification under affiiction-for
patience and trial-for bringing forth fruit unto holiness and God, and
to show forth the praises of Him who called them out of darkness
into His marvellous light.
Once more: this sealing denotes something secret. The ancients
sealed up their contracts, that they might be kept from the eyes of the
curious. Our Ancient of Days sealeth up His words till the time
of the end, and" none can say unto Him, What doest Thou 1" Secret.
things belong to our God. Job declares, ." He sealeth up the stars"
(ix. 7); and again, "My transgression is sealed up in a bag and
Thou sewest up mine iniquity" (xiv. 17).
Much more, then, are His children, His sealed and secret ones,
precious in His sight, and as worn as a seal upon His arm, ever in.
His heart and mind. They are preserved by none other than.
Himself; their worth is too valuable to entrust to another. So that
these' sealed ones have set to their seal that God is true. Oh,.
may they rejoice in their twofoldd security.
God keeps the
counterpart of His children's sealing, and the image of the heavenly
can never be destroyed. In the quaint language of JOHN KENT, we
can confidently sing" Jesus, the Great Testator's
dead,
Ha!:! made an end of sin:
To Zion let His will be read,
There lines of love are seen.

"Thewitnesses have sealed the same',
Their record must be true,
Sign'd both in God the Father's
name
And God the Spirit's too.
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'Twas sealed on the tremendous day
He death himself destroy'd ;
And who shall take the seals away,
Or make the writing void?"
Oh, what an unspeakable blessing that such honour should be
put upon the sons and daughters of the Lord God Almighty, that
they should be permitted-yea, sweetly persuaded by His unchapgeable faithfulness and unerring judgment that their God is true!
I was noticing in the daily reading of the Bible and Prayer
Union for. the morning on which this is being penned (October
22), the significant expressions given in connection with the porters,
the keepers of the treasury, the officers and judges appointed
over Solomon's temple (1 Chron. xxvi.). See how the Inspired
Word records of the different divisions chosen by lot, how, "For
God blessed him," that is, Obededom; "For they were mighty
men of valour," of the house of Shemaiah, and of his sons, whose
brethren were strong men, is recorded. Others there were, "able,
men for strength for the service;" strong men, chief men, wise",
councillors, mighty men of valour; and of the men told out for the'..
building of the temple, to be bearers of the burdens, hewers in the- '
mountains, and overseers to set the people a work, there wen"
150,600-no mean number. How it all goes to teach us that we
should not offer anything but our very best unto God; the very best
of our time, our talents, our services, our gifts; "Not grudgingly, nor
of necessity, for God loveth a cheerful giver." "Give, and it shall
be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken
together, and running over shall men give into your bosom," is
God's promise of fulness of blessing, yea, overflowing blessing.
All because of whatever is found acceptable for service in His childreIL
is through the Lord's own qualification. We may rest assured that~
He never puts a child of His into any sphere, great or small, for a
particular end, without first endowing that servant with gifts of
calling. So that the work, the talents, the service and success are
all His from first to last, thus calling for a grateful acknowledgment
from every renewed heart that God is true-true to His word, His'
oath, His love, His faithfulness-yea, true to Himself, who cannot
lie. "Once have I sworn by My holiness, that I will not lie untoDavid." And every spiritual son and daughter hath, and shall to'
the end of all time, set to the seal of David's Lord that He is'
true. Oh, the thrice-blessed comfort of those words to rest upon!'
"For ever, 0 Lord, is Thy word settled in heaven." Because
it speaks to your heart, as it has ofttimes to the writer's. Because
there is no unsettling anything that has once been settled in heaven.
So that, come what wiII in your experience in the way of discipline,.
the word of the Lord concerning you has from all eternity been
settled in heaven, and He who wrote that word against your name·
in the Lamb's Book of Life is immutably the same. Heaven and
earth may pass away but His word never! Therefore, in the opening out of all events in your chequred history, 'neath clouds or
sunshine, amid prosperity or adversity, ·in trials, sorrows, tempta-
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• tions, fears, His word remains unaltered.
Soon your portion,
beloved, will be to be looking back over" life's wondrous story," and
then, and not till then, will you know and own what you owe to.
YOilr Lord! In the meanwhile, when you cannot see your signs, when
you are perplexed and wearied because of the way, cast down and
disconsolate, may you be led to look off self and all else below, and
wait for His return (for He "will see you again, and your heart shall
rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you "), and be occupied in
considering His testimony; and set to your seal that God is true.
R.
THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:As THE PRESERVER.
"He is altogethe1' lovely."-SOLOMON'S SONG v. 16.
"P1'eserved in Jesus Chl·ist."-JUDE 1.
A TRUE knowledge of our great and constant need of Divine pre·
servation is, generally speaking, only obtained by the most humbling
dispensations of God's providence and grace. Our poor proud
hearts are slow to learn the lesson that we have "no might," and
therefore have liO power to keep ourselves. Very graciously the Lord
reveals Himself in the Person of His dear Son as the PRESERVER
of Israel. Thus, from the text above transcribed we learn that
His saints are "preserved in Jesus Christ." The Lord's people
are all taught by His Spirit their dependence upon the risen Christ
to maintain the life of God in their souls, to keep their feet from
falling, to preserve the fear of the Lord in. exercise, to sustain
hope, and to sustain faith in lively operation. Hence we find by
experience that our graces are not our saviours. Our Saviour is
Jesus only,
The Lord Christ is appointed by the Father, and
revealed by the Holy Spirit, as the P1'ese1'Ver. God's saints areI.-PRESERVED IN CHRIST,
As the life and fruitfulness of the branches are preserved by
virtue of their being in the Vine, so spiritual life and fruitfulness
are derived from vital union with Christ, by which grace is con·
tin~any and secretly communicated to all, even the feeblest branch~s
in Him. There is neither life nor fruit apart from Him. Here .IS
re~lity; all else is but semblance. Again, they are preserve~.III
HIm as the Ark from the overflowing deluge and flood of dlvIlle
wrath incurred by their sins, but which fell upon Him; in whom also
they are safely hid during all time of their tribulation here below. Thus
preserved, His dear children find eternal security. From eternity t~ey
were preserved in Christ by the Covenant gift of the Father to. HIm.
A believing view of this caused quaint JOHN RnT to sing" Preserved in Jesus when
My feet made haste to hell ;
And there should I have gone,
But Thou do'st all things well;
Thy love was' great, Thy mercy free,
Which from the pit delivered me."
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Being actually in Christ's hand and heart, by the gift of the Father,
they are manifested as His in the day of effectual calling, and from
that time they begin to realize experimentally that all their life,
hope, grace, strength, and confidence are in Him.
Next, they are also2.-PRESERVED BY JESUS CBRIST.

By Christ's watchful care they· are wonderfully preserved-on
the one hand, from the dangerous rocks of presumptuous confidence,
and, on the other, from the awful depths of black despair. It is
very instructive and confirming to observe the operations of the
Spirit of Christ in keeping His people from rising too high and
sinking too low. The appointed cross keeps self down, and the
everlasting arms hold the soul up. Thus kept in their right place,
grace is ever found to be all-sufficient. Afflictions cannot utterly
overwhelm, temptations cannot finally overcome, and enemies cannot
destroy those preserved by Jesus Christ. As their days, so is their
strength. His strength is made perfect through their ,veakness. He
so vouchsafes His preserving presence in every time of trouble that
they are kept by the power of God through faith III Christ Jesus,
unto s~lvation (1 Pet. i. 5). Further, they are3.-PRESERVED ON CHRIST.

He is the one foundatioll. Other can no man lay. It is a great
mercy to have evidence and hope of being built upon Him, so as
truthfully and feelingly to sing" On Christ the solid Rock I stand.
All other grolmd is sinking sand."
On Christ the soul is lifted up above self, secured from the
victorious power of Satan, and preserved from the dominion of sin.
The Christian's hope fixed on Christ fails not. His faith clings to
Christ, and, standing on the Rock of ages, he can never be quite
overthrown though often assailed. The winds may roar, the billows
rise, and the tempest rage with sevenfold fury, but the true
believer standing by faith on this Rock finds security in the midst
of destruction, peace in tumult, and a quiet dwelling place amid the
storm's career.
Such are4.-PRESERVED THROUGH CHRIST.

Through the work of the Lord Jesus, as the Mediator, His elect
prevail, through His merits they find acceptance; but it is especially
through His intercession they enjoy preservation. When Peter
was all unknowingly to enter into Satan's sieve, ,too full of selfconfidence, his preservation was entirely due to the Master's prayer
for 'him: "I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not." Further,
it is only as they are perfumed with Christ's intercession that their
prayers reach the Majesty of Heaven, and through His mediation
answers and blessings come to us from the Father. All acceptable
3 M 2
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prayer is offered" in His Name," and all favours are granted" for
His sake."
Fimlly, the members of His mystic body are5.-PRESERVED FOR CHRIST.

Called to show forth His praise, they are preserved from death
and destruction that they may glorify Him. He keeps His witnesses
by His own almighty grace, that in life and lip they may testify of Him
and for Him. Amid all the changes incident to this present mortar
state, they are upheld and kept by Divine power that they may serYl}
with willing obedience that precious Christ who is their P1·eservet.
Bath.
E. C.
FOLLOW ON.
Lov'n while on earth, nor less belov'd thongh gone.
Th,ink not I envy you your crown.
No; if I could, I would not call you down;
Though slower is my pace, to you I'll follow on,
Leaning on Jesus all the way,
Who now and then lets fall a ray
Of comfort from His throne.
The shinings of His grace
Soften my passage through the wilderness,
And vines necbarious spring where briers grew.
The sweet unveilings of His face
Make me at times near half as blest as you.
Oh, might His beauty feast my ravished eyes,
His gladd'ning presence ever stay,
And cheer me all my journey through;
But soon the clouds return; my triumph dies;.
Damp vapours from the valley rise,
And hide the hill of Sion from my view.
Spirit of light, thrice holy Dove,
Brighten my sense of int'rest in that love
Which knew no birth, and never shall expire!
Electing goodness, firm and free,
My whole salvation hangs on thee,
Eldest and fairest daughter of eternity.
Redemption, grace, and glory too,
Our bliss above, and hope below,
From her, their parent fountain, flow!
Ab, tell me, Lord, that Thou hast chosen me !
ThGu, who hast kindled my intense desire,
Fulfil the wish Thy influence did inspire,
And let me my election know;
Then, when Thy summons bids me come up higher,
Well pleased I shall from life retire,
And join the burning hosts beheld at distance now.
•
Toplady.

OH for more of this lowliness of mind! The richest saints are
the most humble. -Boughs laden with fruit hang lowest.-The late

Ge(Yf'ge Cowell.
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PASTORAL NOTES.

"Selah."-PsALM lxviii. 19, &c.
(Continued I-om pctge 750.)

WE may notice further that the Psalmist uses the word" Selah" in
Ieference to5.-GREAT TROUBLE, DELIVERANCE, AND TRIUMPH. \ "L01'd, how are·
.they increased that trouble me! many m'e they that rise up against me.
Many there be ~vhich say of my soul, There is no help for him in God.
Eelah" (Psalm iii. 1, 2.) The title of the Psalm in which these
words occur tells us that it was composed when the Psalmist fled
lrom his son Absa,lom.
This must have been one of the greatest
other troubles, arising from many different sources, but this one must
troubles which the Psalmist ever experienced. He experienced many
have been more bitter than any other.
To have his own son
plotting against him and willing or end eavouring to murder him j a
son whom he had probably loved with an intense affection j loved,
indeed, far too well, for it is very likely that he had allowed him
.to have his own way too much, and thus he had spoilt him j to
.have this son deliberately acting the part of a traitor, and conspiring
.against his throne and his life j how must this have cut David to the
heart, and pierced his soul through with unutterable sorrow. And
bitter as this trouble was, there was an addition to it which made
it bitterer still, namely, that he heard that many of his enemies said
that" there was no help for him in God j" "God hath forsaken him,"
they said, "Persecute him and take him, for there is none to deliver
him." "Selah," adds the Psalmist, "Let me pause and think over
this." 'Vas this statement true 1 Wa3 it really the case that God
had forsaken him 1 Hopeless indeed "ould have been. his case if it
.had been so. In many previous troubles the Psalmist had found
the Lord to be in a marvellous manner his stay and support, his
comforter and helper according to all his need j would He forsake
him now 1 would He cast him off on account of his sins 1 and would
He "shut up His loving-kindness in displeasure 1" Perhaps, in a
moment of unbelief the Psalmist feared that it might be so j but
the result of his meditation was to drive away his unbelief and to
restore his confidence. He thought probably of J ehovah's unchange~bleness, and of the infinite difference between man's thoughts and
His thoughts j he thought of His tender compassion and mercy, and
<>f His wonderful love in times past; and so, dismissing his fears,
he joyfully exclaimed, "But Thou, 0 Lord, art a shield for me, my
glory, and the lifter up of my head." And, although, perhaps, at
the time of penning these words, he saw no outward sign of such
being the case, yet so sLrong was his faith that he added, "I cried
.unto the Lord with my voice, and HE HEARD ME out of His holy hill.
Selah." Then in a homely but very significant way, he says: "I
laid me down and slept; I awaked, for the Lord sustained me."
There would be nothing remarkable about this fact under ordinary
circumstances, but the Psalmist's circumstances then were by no
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means ordinary. He was far away from his home, and a fugitive;
many of his enemies were bent upon taking away.his life, and they
were not likely to be very scrupulous as to the means which they
used in endeavouring to do so; such numbers of his people had
been led by Absalom's treachery to turn against him, that he
scarcely knew who were his friends or who were his foes; hence he
might naturally fear midnight alarms and secret assassins. It was a
time, therefore, which seemed to call for constant watching; but so safe
did the Psalmist feel in Jehovah's keeping, that he calmly laid
down to rest as if no danger threatened him, and he slept
soundly, and he awoke refreshed and cheered with a sweet consciousness of Divine protection.
Hence he exclaimed exultantly,
" I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people that have set themselves against me mund about. Salvation belongeth unto the LO'l'd:
Thy blessing is upon Thy people. Selah."
What encouragement is here for every tried believer.
Is the
reader such 1 Then here is comfort for thee, my tried and troubled
brother. For thee it was written, to cheer and encourage thee. Toencourage thee to look-whatever thy troubles may be-to the same
God that the Psalmist looked to, and belie,e that He is able and
willing to help and deliver thee according to all thy need. Be
assured that He takes the deepest interest in all His children, no
matter how insignificant or unworthy they may be, and that He is.
still as unlimited as ever in His resources, His mercy, and His love.
Hast not thou experienced His helping and delivering power in times.
past 1 Add" Selah" then to that experience; pause and meditate
upon it, and then trust Him for a renewal of it in the future; and
when that renewal is vouchsafed,-yea, trusting Him, even before it
is vouchsafed-praise and blesE Him.
Again, the Psalmist uses the word Selah in connection with theB.-ETERNAL COVENAN'l' MADE WITH CHRIS1' AND HIS PEOPLE.
"I
have made a covenant with My chosen, I have sworn 1.71to David My
servant; thy seed will I establish for ever, and bnild up thy th1'one to
all genemtions. Selah" (Psalm lxxxix. 3, 4). That Covenant is
described in the following ,erses of this Psalm in glowing terms. It
is a covenant which secures mercy, blessing, acceptance, righteousness,
loving-kindness, ,ictory, and glory, in and by the Lord Jesus to all
It is an unalterable, unbreakable, and an eternal
His people.
Covenant. - Its terms are probably familiar to us, but oh to realize
more and more what they mean !-" Thou spakest in ,isioll to Thy
Holy One, and saidst, I have laid help upon One that i" mighty, I
have exalted One chosen out of the people.
I will beat down his
foes before his face, and plague them that hate him. I will make
him my firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth.
His seed
also will I make to endure for ever, and his throne as the days of
heaven.
If his children forsake My law, and walk not in My
judgments; if they break My statutes, and keep not My commandments; then I will visit their transgression with the rod, and theii'
iniquity with stripes.
Nevertheless, My loving-kindness will I not
utterly take from him, nor suffer My faithfulness to fail. My

.
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Covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that js gone out of
my lips. Once have I sworn in My holiness, that I will not lie unto
David. His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun
before Me. It shall be established for ever as the moon, and as a
faithful witness in heaven. Selah."
An old writer says :-" We must ponder here with pious wonder
how God has deigned to enter into a Covenant with man, the
immortal with the mortal, the most powerful with the weakest, the
most just with the unjust, the richest with the poorest, the most
blessed w.ith the most wretched. The Prophet wonders that God is
mindful of man, and visits the son of man. Of how much greater
admiration, I say, is it worthy, that they are also joined together, and
that not after a simple fashion, but by the ties of a Covenant 1 If
man had affirmed this of himself, that God was united and bound to
him by a Covenant, who is there that would not have condemned him
of temerity1 Now God himself is introduced affirming this very thing
of Himself. What saint does not see in this how great the love of God
to man is ! "
TOPLADY says :-" This is the glorious and gracious scheme,
the glorious and gracious fabric of our salvation, founded in the
eternal purpose of God, carried into execution by the labours and
death of Jesus Christ, and then applied and brought home to the
heart by the illuminating and converting power of the Holy Ghost.
This is that 'mercy' which is 'built up for ever.' It was planned
from everlasting, and will know no rnin or decay, through the illimitable line of eternity itself." SPURGEON says :-" No subject is more
important, or is so fully the key to all theology, as that of the
Covenant.
He who is taught by the Holy Spirit to be clear upon
the Covenant of grace, will be a scribe well instructed in the things
of the kingdom."
May we not add-as the Psalmist does-the word "Selah," and
meditate upon this wondrous theme ~ "Blessed are the people," says
the Psalmist in connection with this subject, "who know the joyful
sound," the distinct proclamation, we may suppose he means, of this
great Covenant. Do we personally know it, beloved ~ Then may we
experience more and more the happy fulfilment of the promise, "They
shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light of Thy countenance. In Thy name
shall they rejoice all the day: and in Thy righteousness shall they be
exalted."
Lastly, we may notice,-although there are several other subjects
in connection with which the Psalmist uses this word,--he also uses it
respecting7.-THE CHURCH'S GLORY. " Glm'ious things," he-says, "are spoken
of thee, 0 Zion, city of God. Selah" (Psalm lx=vii. 3). This was
true of the city of Jerusalem; glorious things were spoken of her in
her prosperity, when, as the capital of God's chosen people, she was
described as being "the city of God, the mountain of His holiness,
beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, the city of the
Great King." But it is still more true of the Church of Christ, the
Lord's own dear people; glorious things indeed are spoken of them.
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They are" a multitude whom no man can number, of all nations and
people and languages and tongues;" "the mountain of the Lord's house
shall be established in the top of the mountains and shall be exalted
above the hills, and all nations shall flow unto it." "Thou shalt call
thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise. The sun shall be no more
thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon give light
unto thee; but the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and
-thy God thy glory. Thy sun shall no more go down, neither shall
thy moon withdraw itself; for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light,
and the days .of thy mourning shall be ended. Thy people also shall be
all righteous; they shall inherit the land for ever." Death shall
be "swallowed up in victory; and the Lord God will wipe away
tears from off all faces, and the rebuke of His people shall He take
away from off all the earth; for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken
it." "Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of
the deaf shall be unstopped; then shall the lame man leap as a hart,
-and the tongue of the dumb sing; for in the wilderness shall waters
break out, and streams in the desert. And the ransomed of the Lord
shall return, ,and come to Zion with songs, and everlasting joy upon
their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and
sighing shall flee away." "They shall be Mine, saith the Lord,
in the day when I make up My jewels." They shall be "a crown
of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand
of their God." "And He showed me that great city, the holy
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, having the glory of
-God; and her light .was like unto a stone most precious, even like a
jasper stone, clear as crystal. And the city had no need of the sun,
neither of the moon to shine in it; for the glory of God did lighten
it, and the Lamb is the light thereof." Then the wonderful words
will be fulfilled, "The glory which Thou gavest me I have given
them; that they may be one, even as We are one. Father, I will that
-they also whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am, that they
may behold My glory which Thou hast given Me: for Thou lovedst
Me before the foundation of the world." Then shall they "see His
face," and His name shall be "in their forehellds, and they shall
reign for ever and ever."
These are some of the glorious things which are spoken of the
Church, the city of the living God.
May we not-like the
Psalmist-add to them "Selah," and gratefully meditate upon
them 1 There are times when we especially need such meditation.
•, Life,"-wrote an eminent preacher, who was called not long ago
to his eternal home,-" Life for a great many of us is grey and
dim. Let the glory of eternity bre~k through the clouds. Life
is· full of disappointments; the horizons nalTOW "ith the advancing
years; let the sadness sometimes forget itself in the anticipation
of eternal joy, and the poverty in the anticipation of eternal
wealth. The hopes that look for fulfilment "ithin these mortal
years often fail, but the great hope is beyond the reach of vicissitude and peril."
Hat/ord Rectory, Fa1'ingdon.
D. A. DOUDNEY.

The Gospel M agazlne.

825

AMONG THE OLD DIVINES; OR, THE TEACHERS OF MY
YOUTH.
BEING A REPRODUCTION OF A FEW SHORT, PITHY SENTENCES, BY VARIOUS
GOSPEL MINISTERS, WHICH WERE INFIXED UPON THE MIND OF THE
WRITER MANY YEARS AGO.
By H. A. NOEL-THATCHR.

\

\

"Who being dead yet speak."-HEBREWS xi. 4.
"No man having drunk old wine straightway desireth new j for he
saith, The old is better."-LuKE v. 39.
THE TRIKITY.
"HEAR, 0 Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord" (Deut. v. 4).
Our text involves the doctrine of the Trinity. . . . Where would be
the Divine wisdom of asserting, "Hear, 0 Israel, One is one?" It
was the infallible Word who uttered the sentence of our text, confirming the doctrine of the Triune J ehovab, which is asserted throughout the Bible. "-Rev. Joseph Irons.
HOLIKE8S.
Sanctification is both imparted and imputed to the believer. "Except
your righteousness "-circumspection-holiness of walk-integrity of
conduct-" exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees,"
what evidence do you give of being" renewed in the spirit of your
minds 7" 1,Ve are reproached with affirming that we may" live as we
list:" I liRt to live as holy as God is holy.-lbicl.
ELECTIO~.

"And so death passed upon all men; for that all have sinned"
(Rom. v. 12). All were dead! Hence the Sovereign of the universe, as
an act of distinguishing grace, gi,es life from the dead to those whom
He eternally covenanted to save. All would have remained dead but
for that Covenant grace, by which life and immortality are brought
to light through the Gospel: nor can there be injustice charged
against the great Jehovah, tbat in infinite mercy He should select
out of all the nations of the earth "a multitude that no man can
number."-Rev. Mr. Suter, Castle Street Chapel, Reading, 1834.
DIVINE OR HUMAN CHOICE-WHICH?
The turning point in salvation must be with God, or with man.
Here we are told in our text (Hab. iii. 13), "J'hou-Jehovahwentest /o,/'th for the salvation of Thy people, even for salvation with
Thine anointed," "wounding the heads of His enemies" and conquering. Hence, the turning point must be with God.
Man
is mutable.
Fixation belongs to Jehovah alone.-Dl'. Andrews,

Bereifm'd Chapel, Walworth, London.
THE SECURITY OF GOD'S PEOPLE.
"As the mountains are round about Jerusalem," so the eternal
decrees of J ehovah are round about His Church, Hi., people, forming
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an impregnable defence to the people of His choice.-Dr. Alexande1'
Fletcher, Finsbury Chapel, 1840.
THE GOSPEL A WITNESS.
The, Gospel-its rejection-does not condemn men; it raises to
eternal life those who are dead and condemned already. How, then,
can the rejection of it be the" damning sin" of those who are already
dead in sin and in iniquity 1 The Gospel is a looking-glass, in
which the sinner may see himself represented.. The Gospel comes
into court as a witness against him who rejects it.-Rev. James Wells,
Surrey Tabern£!cle.
GUIDANCE.
He who led Israel through their wilderness journey by the fiery
cloudy pillar leads His pilgrim children in a similar manner now.
Our brightest day has yet a cloud in it; and in the darkest hours
ihere is still the fiery pillar for protection and guidance.-Rev. T. W.
Gittens; Ebenezer Chapel, Ca1nden Town.
GOD'S FAITHFULNESS. (Deut. vii. 9.)
Some of you have met with trials during the 'past year *-trials
that would have driven many farther from the Lord than they were
before. But you have been brought, by the sanctifying power of the
Spirit, nearer to the Lord by these troubles. Isn't He "a faithful
God1" Others may have prospered during the past year beyond their
expectation; but it has not prevented their following closely their
loving Saviour. Isn't He "a faithful God 1" You are so weak, so
sinful by nature, prosperity would have elated you unduly, while
trouble would have crushed you were He not "a faithful God." How
blessed it is when one is in ill health, as I have been lately, to feed
upon the pastures of the mountains of Zion, the truths of the Gospel
the everlasting love of the Lord towards His own. Yes! He is "a
faithful God."-M1·. John Branch, Church Street Chapel, Blackfria1·s.
" He is faithful who hath promised." Not one of God's sheep can
by any possibility be plucked out of His almighty hands: the word
and honour of a holy God, who cannot lie are at stake.-Rev. James
Ha1'1"ington Evans, John Street ChCLpel, Bed/onl Row.
"PRISONERS OF HOPE." (Zech. ix. 12.)
Better, far better, to be one of God's prisoners of hope, than to
be a careless sinner living in a palace.-2Jfr. Coombs, Solw Ohapel,
Ox/o'rd Street.
THE PRECIOUS A..'\D THE VILE.
"If Thou take forth the precious from the vile" (Jer. xv. 19).
Not only are the doctrines precious, all God's people are precious
to Him-the weakest, the poorest, the most despised. How precious 1
As precious as His own blood.-M1·. Abrahame, Regent Street Chapel.
GRACE, NOT WORKS.
Paul says, "By grace ye are save::!, and that not of yourselves,
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it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast."
And Paul had no higher estimation of himself than of others-he
was no perfectionist: he says, "By the grace of God I am what I
am;" "In me dwelleth no good thing." So, you see, salvation is of
grace, not of works, nor of free-will.-Rev. Rowland Hill, Surrey Chapel.
[The writer heard this man of God but once; it may have been
his last sermon. The building was crowded; his voice very weak;
his text she does not remember; she was placed behind one of the
huge pillars, which rendered hearing difficult.]

"A BRAND PLUCKED FROM THE BURNING."
The Lord holds up, as it were, every pardoned sinner to Satan's
scowling gaze, and says, "Is not this a brand plucked fr::>m thy fire,
o Satan 1"-The Rev. James Sherrnan, Surrey Chapel, on the occasion
of the B1trning of the Royal Exchange.

GOD'S CHOICE OF DAVID.
By OLIVE BRANCH.

" Arise, anoint him .. for this is he."-1 SAM. xvi. 12,
IN this chapter you have an account of Samuel being sent to anoint
the future king of Israel.
Under cover of going to sacrifice,
Samuel goes to Bethlehem. Calling Jesse and His sons to the sacrificial
feast, Jehovah directs him to the object of His choice. Let me ask
you to meditate devoutly upon this incident.
I. Here is the choice of David. (a) It was a preventing choice. God
was first, and Samuel and David follow after. We do not find that David
was consulted about the matter in the least. He who choose him to the
kingdom made him willing to accept the responsibility. Such is the choice
of God in the kingdom of grace. "Whom He did predestinate, them He
also called." "Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you." The
father loves the child, ere the child is capable of knowing and loving
the father. The shepherd first seeks the sheep, not the sheep the
shepherd. The builder selects the stone, and the place it is to occupy;
so God goes before His people, their choice is the result of His choicetheir love the fruit of His love-their seeking the effect of His seeking.
" Th. glory, Lord, from first to last,
.
Belongs to Thee alone;
Aught to ourselves we dare not take,
Or rob Thee of Thy crown."

(b) It was a sovel'eign choice. All the sons of Jesse pass before Samuel.
He thought, Surely the firstborn is the Lord's anointed, but no; so with
the other six. The youngest is keeping sheep, overlooked and forgotten until inquired after. "Send and fetch him," says Samuel;
and when he comes the Spirit of God whispers, "This is he." The most
unlikely, from the human standpoint, is chosen. Thus it is still. Those
whom we think will come into the kingdom often wander into sin, or
rest in self-satisfaction, while those who appear far ofI' are brought
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nigh. The publicans and harlots enter the kingdom, the religious
and self-righteous remain outside. God chooses the weak things of
the world to confound the mighty, the things that are not to bring to
nought the things that are. If we have been called into His kingdom
and made the subjects of His grace, it becomes us to say, "Even so,
Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight." (c) It was an effldual
choice, and did not fail in its design. What though Saul oppose 1
What though David himself falls into unbelief 1 God's purpose stands,
and David comes to the throne, and serves his own generation
according to His will. "My purpose shall stand, and I will do all
My pleasure." "The foundation of the Lord standeth sure, having
-this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His." The love which
embraces the child of God is immutable; the power which upholds
him is almighty; the grace which supplies him is boundless; and the
providence which watches over him is unwearied.
"Things future, nor things that are now,
Nor all things billow or above,
Can make Him Hill purpose forego.
Or sever my soul from His love."

n. The Anointing of David. What did it mean? (a) Consecration.
He was set apart, devoted to God alone, to do His \york and to
'fulfil His purpose. This is what the anointing of the Holy Spirit
means-separation from the world, de,otion to God. Hence we read
of being anointed and sealed (2 Cor. i. 22). To seal is to appropriate,
to put. your mark upon a thing, that all may know to whom it
belongs God seals, sets apart His people, by giving them His Spiri~,
by whom they are led to renoun~e the world, and cleave to God III
love. Have you this evidence of being one of His family 1 Do you
grieve over sin, and long after holiness 1 (b) Qualification. It qualified
David for His work, and insured that all necessary wisdom, power,
and courage would be communicated to him. God never calls a man
to do a work withont fitting him for it; the anointing of the Holy
Spirit conveys all needful grace. Light, life, comfort, strength,
wisdom, and holiness flow from Him.
He makes us "meet to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light." All that the
Father designs, and the Son procures, is applied and perfected by
the gracious Spirit. (c) Honoul'. By this anointing David not only
became king over Israel, bnt a type of Jesus Christ, a witness to Him,
and the root from which He sprang. The anointing of the Holy Spirit
brings the believer into association with Jesus Christ-makes him one
with Christ, vitally and experimentally-enables him to witness for
Ohrist, and leads him to anticipate the time "hen he "ill reign with
Christ. See this illustrated in Psalm c=-\:iii.
Ill. The effect of that anointing upon Da,id's life and conduct.
(a) It distinguished him as an object of Divine javou1'. They saw that
the Lord was with him (vel'. 13, 18). Even Sanl saw that, and hated
him for it (chap. xviii. 12). If God chooses you and anoints you with
His Spirit it will be made manifest. How did Paul know that God had
chosen the Thessalonians 1 Had he looked into the book of life 1 No,
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but he knew it because of their obedience to the truth, love to the saints,
and zeal for God's honour. God's choice is ever fruitful, and issues
in practical godliness. (b) It opened the way for usefulness. Under
God, David delivered Israel from their foes, revived the worship of
God, prepared for the building of the temple, and wrote Psalms and
spiritual songs for the use of God's people in all ages. Such as are
anointed by Goi long to- be useful. They may not possess great
gifts, but what they have they lay upon God's altar, and find a delight
in helping on His cause. Is this true of you 1
THE CIRCUS CHURCH, PORTSMOUTH.
OUR readers need no introduction to the above-named old-established
stronghold of Divine Truth, or to the honoured servant of Christ
who, for forty-one years, has preached the glorious Gospel of God's
free grace at Portsmouth.
On referring to our advertisement columns this month it will be
seen that our beloved friend, the Rev. J. C. MARTIN, has just
been put to great expense in carrying out necessary repairs and improvements at the Circus Church, and that the contributions of his
willing congregation do not cover the cost, so that the help of outside
lovers of the Truth is sought. In this object we heartily concur, and
that on more grounds than one. Chiefly, however, because we know
of no centre of sound pulpit testimony the streams of which have
gone forth for good more widely and blessedly than those flowing
from the ministry of Mr. MARTIN. And then we all know the deep
sorrow which suddenly fell to the lot of this devoted servant of Christ
early in the current year, and the present would indeed be an appropriate occasion to extend to him a loving, helping hand in the work of
his heavenly Master, whose Name and Gospel are so dear to his heart.
What a joy would it be to the dear pastor of the Circus Church were
the entire sum required for the recent repairs su bscri bed befoTe the close
of 1899. May we hope that this desirable result will follow our notice
THE EDITOR.
of the circumstances 1
IT is our duty t9 watch and pray; but God Himself must keep
us, for we are no match for our spiritual enemies. "If the Lord
does not keep the city, the watchmen wake in vain
(Psalm
cxxvii. 1).-0. Love.
WE fight with an enemy whose secret strength we calillot discover,
whom we cannot follow into its retirements. Hence, oftentimes, wheTh
we are ready to think sin quite ruined, after a while we find it was
but out of sight. It hath coverts and retreats in an unsearchable
heart, whither we cannot pursue it. The soul may persuade itselfall is well, when sin may be safe in the hidden darkness of the
mind, which it is impossible that he should look into, for whatever
maketh manifest is light. It may suppose the will of sinning is
utterly taken away, when yet there is an unsearchable reserve for a
more suitable object, a more vigorous temptation than at present it
is tried withal.-Dr. Owen. [Selected by A. M. TOPMDY.}
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Sumons anh l:oftS of Sermons.
SERMON.
PREACHED

BY

THE

REV. ROBERT HAWKER, D.D., VICAR
PLumUTH, IN 1825.

OF

CHARLES,

"For it is written, that Abraharn had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. But he 1vlw was of the bondwornan
was bom after the flesh; but he of the free woman was by promise.
Which things. are an o1legory."-GALATIANS iv. 22-24.
AND what is an allegory ~
It is simply no more than a parabolical
method of conveying instruction by familiar illustrations of terms
suited to popular apprehensions; in relation to Holy Scripture it is
the explaining divine truths by human figures; it was a plan very
generally used in the eastern part of the world; and our most
glorious Lord in the days of His flesh, in accommodation to the
time and custom then being, so much did He condescend to· deliver
His instructions in the audience of the people in this way, that
at one time "without a parable spake He not unto them" (Matt.
xiii. 34).
The subject before us in the words of the text is of the same
kind. Under the similitude of an allegory, the Holy Ghost hath
been pleased to bless the Church with explaining to us the two
Covenants, illustrated in the historical relation of Sarah and Hagar,
as recorded in the book of Genesis, chapters 16 and 21. We can
never be sufficiently thankful to God the Holy Ghost for giving
Himself the spiritual meaning of these records; for never, untaught
of God, could it have entered into the mind of man, that matters
of so important a nature were veiled under that covering. We
might. and should, no doubt, have read the history of both again
and again, as the different characters are there stated in. the Holy
Scripture, and have considered the whole an interesting memoir in
the family cf the patriarch Abraham, in that early age of the
world; but to have supposed that it had so vast a reference to
ourselves, and that in the son of Sarah, was intended to show the
€lection of grace; :and in the son of the bondwoman Hagar, was
meant what the' Apostle calls "the rest" (Rom. xi. 7), such a
spiritual apprehension of the subject, untaught of God, would have
been for ever impossible (as indeed it is now, without the same
divine instruction), and must have been unknown.
.
We shall be the better prepared, under the Lord's anointing, to
€nter into clearer apprehensions of the subject, if we first gather
into one point of view the several parts of the history itself, before
we look into what the Holy Ghost, by Paul, calls an allegory, as
illustrative of the two Covenants; the children of the bondwoman
under the Covenant of works; and the children of the free in the
Covenant of grace. And the Lord, the Almighty Giver of this
a.llegory, grant an understanding in all. things.
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The history opens with the words of the text. ~, For it is written,
that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bond-maid, the other by
a free-woman. But he who was of the bondwoman was born after
the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise. Which things
are an allegory." Abraham had many sons; we read of no less than
six in one verse of Scripture (Gen. xxv. 1, 2). But the great object
the Holy Ghost had in view in teaching this allegory to the Church,
being to illustrate distinguishing mercy in election, the Lord refers
only to the son of Sarah, and the son of Hagar; the one representing
the children C!f grace, and the other the children of nature; the seed
of Hagar the Covenant of works, the seed of Sarah that of salvatiou;
the former the Law, the latter the Gospel. The two sons of Abraham
were happily made choice of for this purpose, as setting forth in the
persons of Ishmael and Isaac, the two distinct heads of each family.
And this is similar to what, by the same person, Paul, the Holy Ghost
afterwards stated to the Church of the Corinthians, under the head·
ship of Adam, and of Christ: "The first man is of the earth, earthy;
the second man is the Lord from heaven. As is the earthy, such are
they also that are earthy; and as is. the heavenly, such are they also
that are heavenly" (1 Cor. xv. 47). The doctrine is the same in both.
Adam, though when he came out of the hands of his Maker was an
holy being, yet that holiness was nothing more than natural holiness;
he had no spiritual holiness, but was of the earth, earthy; and when
he fell he lost all that natural holiness, and entailed on all his seed
his own sunken and degraded nature: "As is the earthy, such are
they also that are earthy." In like manner Christ and His seed have
a distinct relationship from that of Adam and his seed; "For as is
the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly." The children of
promise hav<l a being in Christ, and a "ell being in Christ, from
everlasting; and though in the Adam-fall transgression, they, as well
as all Adam's fallen, helpless race, are involved in the same condemnation ; yet from their original and eternal adoption character in
Christ, when they are regenerated and quickened into their spiritual
life in Christ, they are brought to the spiritual apprehension of their
relationship to Christ, and cry, "Abba, Father" (Gal. iv. 6).
In the illustration of this leading doctrine of our most holy faith,
God the Holy Ghost hath been graciously pleased by this allegory
to give us His own divine statement of it. As was Ishmael, the
son of the bond-woman, so are all the children of bondage, in every
generation of the world; they are all children of nature only, and can
rise no higher than nature; they never had, neither can they have, any
inheritance in Christ; they have no spiritual grace given to them in
Christ, as the children of the promise have, before the world began"
(2 Tiro. i. 9). They were never chosen in Christ, neither predestinated to
the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to the Father Himself, "according to the good pleasure of His will," neither accepted in Christ before
the world began (Eph~ i. 4-6).
All they had, and all they have,
and all they can have, is necessarily limited to the gifts of nature; and
from having no union with Christ, they possess no capability of having
communion with Christ; and from being children of the bond-woman,
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in that alliance they continue, and cannot have any heirship "with the
son of the free." On the other hand, Isaac was a child of promise before
he was· conceived in the womb (Gen. xvii. 19), and being chosen in Christ,
grace was given to him in Christ, and eternal life with all the blessed
properties connected with it, given to him in Christ; by which the
recovery from the Adam-fall transgression became secured to him, and
all the.seed of Christ with him; and all the promises of God, "which are
all yea and amen in Christ Jesus," confirmed and rendered unalterably
fixed in that" everlasting Covenant, ordered in all things and sure"
(1 John v. 11; 2 Cor. i. 20; 2 Sam. xxiii. 5).
In the· further prosecution of this subject my intention is, as the
Lord shall be pleased to enable me, to follow up the few observationswhich I have already made, and (on Scripture ground) state some other
of the very blessed things connected with this dispensation of the Lord,
in His marked distinction between nature and grace, under the following
bearings :-1 shall first, according to my usual plan in speaking to you
on divine truths, bottom the whole where the Lord Himself hath
bottomed His sacred purposes in relation to the Church, by showing
you how the pleasure of J ehovah, in His Trinity of Persons, hath been
revealed in this "mystery of godliness." I shall then, secondly, take up
the subject under these two distinct branches, of the children of the
bond-woman, and the children of the free; that under the Lord's teaching, the Lord's people may be clearly led to see, and in that spiritual
sight to bless God for the discovery, that they, as Isaac was, are the
children of promise.
Let me only before I enter upon it, drop a word or two to the
children, and especially to the little children, that they be not alarmed,
as if the subject was involved in difficulty to understand, and above
their comprehension. . To a truly regenerated child of God, under the
unction of divine teaching, nothing is more simple and plain, and
nothing more comfortable and refreshing; and although it is indeed
beyond all the learning of this world's wisdom, for the greatest abilitiesin nature to apprehend a single point of what is spiritual, yet the Lord
Jesus assures His Church, that while" these things are hidden from the
wise and prudent, they are revealed unto babes" (Matt. xi. 25).
And I would add another observation for the children of the Lord's
family to take comfort from, and especially the little ones of the
family, namely, that they be not discouraged from giving their earnest
attention to this subject, from an idea that they have not minds so
capacious as others of the Lord's people seem to have, for receiving
the" deep things of God." Do not say so; for by regeneration and the
new birth, the spiritual faculties of the Lord's children of the freewoman, are all equally made alive to the knowledge of that life, in
the truths themselves: though, like children in nature, they are not.
all of equal age, or equal stature. You should remember that a babe
just born is as truly alive as one arrived to manhood; and
that new birth and spiritual life in Christ, gives. an equal
right in Christ, if not of equal knowledge and understanding.
It is said of sheep, that amidst the largest flock the
lamb will know its own dam by smell, and the dam will know, by
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the same instinct, her own lamb j be this as it may, I stay not to deter.
mine j but sure I am, as Jesus knoweth His own sheep, and calleth
them all by name, that they follow Him; so the lambs of His fold are
drawn to Him by that divine attraction, far greater than all creature
instinct, whieh He Himself hath marked, of the Father, and of Himself,
and hath promised. (John vi. 44; xii. 32, and vi. 37.)
And let me add another observation for the encouragement of the
little ones. A largeness of capacity or attainment, even in spiritual
knowledge, is not a higher proof of our life in Christ, and our wellbeing in Christ, than in one of humbler apprehensions j and for this
plain reason; because it is not what our views of Christ are, as much
as Christ's views of us, which constitutes our relationship to Christ.
In glory itself our happiness and our blessedness will not arise from our
attainments j but the Lord's manifestations of Himself to us. All we
are,. and all we have, and all we ever shall be, or have, is from what we
a.re, and what we have, and shall be everlastingly receiving from Christ j
we shall then be, as we are now, still ,essels of receiving j and each and
e"ery child of promise will have a capaciousness equal to his utmost
desires, to make him everlastingly blessed, and holy, and happy, in
beholding Him who is alike to all, the one Almighty object of all
our glory.
And while I say these things hy way of preface to our entering on
the subject, for the comfort of the little ones of the Lord's family, I
entreat that all and everyone before whom I speak will not have
their minds discouraged from the study of this divine doctrine,
concerning the son of the bond-woman and the son of the free, from
an apprehension that by reason of sin they would conclude themselves
to be among the children of the bond-woman. Let it be always
remembered that the Gospel is preached to sinners, as sinners j neither
doth the foulest state of sin, and under the most deplorable circumstances of sin, prove that such are of the children of the bond-woman.
There is a vast and essential, yea, an everlasting difference between
being in the service of Satan, and being the children of Satan. Many
of God's dear children, yea, all of them by nature, have lived, more or .
less in Satan's service, and some of them long worn his livery, done
his drudgery, :and worked for his wages j but when the Lord hath
awakened them by His grace, and called them from darkness to light,
they have been enabled to run out of Satan's kingdom, and thereby
proved that they were, and are, not of the children of the bondwoman, but of the free. Let the most distressed sinner, in the most
desperate state of sin, therefore, take comfort from hence j and should
the Lord in rich, free, full,. sovereign grace and mercy, recover any
precious soul this day from the fangs of hell, through the foolishness
and poverty of preaching, with what holy joy and thanksgiving to
God shall we bless the Lord for this sweet allegory, when seeing the
truth of it realized in rescuing a child of promise "out of the snare
of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will" (2 Tim.
.. '16) .
n.""
I now enter on the subject, as I proposed, by first showing you the
bottom and foundation on which the whole doctrine rests, in the
3
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purpose, counsel, will, and pleasure of Jehovah, in' the Trinity of'
Persons, as revealed to us in the Scripture, concerning this " mystery of
godliness. "
The revelation which God hath been pleased to make of Himself
on this momentous truth, begins with the statement of Himselr
concerning ;the unity of His divine essence, and Trinity of Persons,
" Hear, 0 Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord" (Deut. vi. 4). Hereis J ehovah's own declaration of Himself, and consequently not liable~o error, and in it we may discover a plaIn conclusion, that in the
~neness of the Divine essence, here is implied a plurality of Persons;
for while it is said, the Lord our God is one Lord, the word Lord is
singular, and God is plural; the former expresseth the unity of
Jehovah, and the latter, God, being plural, plainly shows ,that in the
Divine essence there is more than One; yea, the very charge given, to
Israel, "Hear, 0 Israel, the Lord our God is One Lord," saith' as' much,
for it_would have been unnecessary to have charged Israel to
remember that one is one, if that had been all intended; but as in
the word God, which is 'plural, the Israelite might have lost sight
the 9neness, from the plurality of Persons; he is therefore chargedto have always in remembrance that the Alehim, that is, God, being
inPer~ons more than one, he should hold with the unity of the
g.odhead, while adoring God no less in his Trinity of Persons. And
what is this precious Scripture but to the same amount as -that the,
Holy Ghost, in after ages, gave the Church by John, 'when he sai<l,
"For there are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the
Word, and the Holy Ghost, an:! these Three are One" (1 John

of

v.7).

_ .

_ N~xt to the spiritual and scriptural apprehension vf this foundation
truth of all revelation, the subject proceeds to the statement of the
gracious ,acts of the Holy Three in One, in relation to the Church..
A 90venant~ "~rdered in all things and sure," was ordained by God,' in"
His Trini~y of Persons; and One of the 'Holy 'Phl'ee engaged in what,
in scripture language is called the fulness of time, to take into' union
with Himself a holy portion of our nature, in which He might
become the visible J ehov'ah to His Church and people, and accomplish'
ail 'the purposes decreed from: everlasting, in all the departments of
nature, providence, grace, and glory. Hence we find that this
Almighty One was set up from everlasting; hence in Him the Church
was chosen from everlasting; hence though this election of grace, ,
according ,to fore-views and. fore-appointments in the di,ine counsel·before all worlds, was to come, like all th~ other sons and daughters
of Adam, during this time-state upon earth, into the same fallen
sinful state as the whole race' of men; yet from their election-union. ';
in Christ, their glorious Head, security was made for their recovery
in the Person, and by the great salvation accomplished for' them,'
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
.
. In this stupendous plan, which could originate only in J ehovah, and,
be wrought only by Jehovah, the Holy Scripture gives a further
statement in the outlines of the 'Covenant entered into from everlasting _
by the Almighty contracting parties; when each glorious Person in
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the Godhead undertook to accomplish 'certain gracious acts toward the
Chutch,chosen by the Father in Christ before all worlds, 'which snoulU<'
bring home the Church to eternal glory, through the redemption in'
Christ Jesus, when' all worlds were done away, and one vast: :eter.nity 'as'
had been before all time, now'remained; in whbh the Chmch in Christ,
should be happy, and blessed, and holy for ever. ' Hence 'the '-election
of grace being all ch6sen by the Father, adopted by 'the Father, and
accepted by the Father in Christ (Ephes. i. 4-6), were united to the
P.erson, of Christ, redeemed by Christ, and saved "with an' everlasting.
salvation in" Christ (Isaiah liv. 5; Hosea ii. 19, 20 ; Isaiah xLv: 17 ';,
Eph. i. 7), and anointed in Christ by the Holy Ghost; and regenerate'd.1
by the Holy Ghost from the .A.dam-fall apostasy'; arid "~sealed nnto:·
the day of redemption" (2 Cor. v. 5; Eph. ii. 1; Eph. iv. 30).
Before I proceed to the second branch I proposed, in this subject,..
I would only detain you with a short observation from what hath'
been already offered, under the former; namely, to say, that as the
spiritual knowledge of these sublime truths ean only be spiritually
taught and spiritually learnt; it will be your special happiness to
have a personal acquaintance with the Holy Three in One in those'
things by what John calls (through the unction of, the )loly' Ghost}
"fellowship with the Father,' and with His Son' J e'sus ' Christ' ".
(1 John i. 3).
I now proceed to the consideration 'of the second branch of the
subject uuder the special bearing of the doctrine, namely,' the distinct.,
and irreconcilable difference between the children of the bond-woman, .
and of the free.
And I begin this part with observing, that, according to the
statement of Scripture, the original root and stock of the opposite'
families began from everlasting, and must continue to everlasting.
No alteration can take place; no alliance can be formed between
principles so opposite, The seed of the woman and the seed of the
serpent ,are as hostile to each other as, the most opposed elements in' "
nature. Fire and water, cold and heat,' light and darkness, can neverbe combined. What the monarch' saw in vision; concerning the"
image of the iron and the clay, which could not coalesce, is. in l'ealit'y' ..
verified, in the totally opposite principles of' the 'children.of" the bond-'
woman, and the children of the:free. "For what concord hath Christ
with Belial ~ or what part hath he that believeth. with an infidel~.~'
(2 Cor. vi. 15.)
Hence, as ,the origin of each family ariseth out of' principles so
opposite, their progressive 'State becomes marked uniformly from he.
ginning to end, with the same repugnance, and total separation to
each other. The children of the free-woman being from everla'sting the
children of promise, have union with Christ, and communion with
Christ their spiritual Head, in all things which pertain to life ana
godliness. Neither doth their apostasy in .A.dam, affect their interest
in Christ, or cut off their relationship amidst all their delinquency:
for what began in eternity. and was destined to last to all eternity,
could not be defeated by the events of time. The Church of Christ,.
in all her defilements in Adam, both by original and by actual sin, was
3N2
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and is still the Church of Christ: and though adulterous, was and is
no less His wife. Hence Paul blessed God for the Church, that God
" had from the beginning chosen His people to salvation, through"
sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth: whereunto He
called the Church by the Gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our
Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thes. ii. 13, 14). And hence (and which is
the grand and infinite cause of all) by virtue of this everlasting union
.with Christ, and eternal life in Christ, every child of promise, notwithstanding his being by nature, from the Adam-fall transgression,
dead in trespasses and sins; hath a capability of being quickened
into this new and spiritual life, from that spiritual life and grace he
had given to him in Christ Jesus, before the world began (2 Tim. i. 9).
And this is very blessedly stated by the Holy Ghost Himself, through
Paul: 'For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn
among many brethren. Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them
He also called: and whom He called, them He also justified; and
whom He justified, them He also glorified" (Rom. viii. 29, 30).
On the other hand, the son of the bond-woman never had, and
never can have any communication of spiritual life from Christ, for
there never was any union between them. And as it was by Ishmael,
so was it, and is the state of all like Ishmael "ho spring from the
same stock. "He "ho "as of the bond-woman was born after the
flesh." He had no more than the mere natural life of flesh. Hence
there was nothing in him capable of spiritual apprehension. And this
incapability runs through the whole of the bond race, from generation
tq generation. If you consult the history through all ages, you wtll
find the same uniformity; In the succeeding family to that of
Abraham, we have the same truth illustrated in the instance of
Jacob and Esau; these two persons were not only brothers, but twin
brothers; they not only lay in the same womb, begotten by the
same father, but lay at the same time together in the same womb.
Yea, Esau was the eldest, and according to birth right he was
according to the patriarchal custom the priest of the family. But
what was the ordination of God concerning these two brothers ~
Hear the Lord's decision: "For the children being not yet born,
neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God
according to election might stand, not of works but of Him that
calleth: it was said, The elder shall serve the younger; as it is
written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated" (Malachi i. 2, 3).
"What shall we say then ~" said the A.postle (Rom. ix. 11-14). And
if you are so disposed, you may say the same, But what is tbe
silencing answer to such sayings ~ "Shall not the Judge of all the
earth do right ~"
"
But what shall be said to those things "e behold in life, where
we see many making a profession of" godliness, as though of the seed
of the free-woman, but in the after circumstanyes of their life prove
that they had all along been of the children of the bond-woman ~
The answer is at hand in the Word of God. Appearances are nothing.
Where there is not the work of regeneration, there can be no evidence
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of any child of promise. We read in the Scriptures of truth of some
who were once enlightened, and had tasted of the heavenly gift, and
made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and had tasted the good word of
God, and the powers of the world to come (Hebrews vi. 4, 5). But
in all these there is not one feature of the child of the free-woman.
They are said to have been" once enlightened." Yes! enlightened in
head knowledge, like men studying some art or science; so a head
knowledge of Divine things, but no heart influence. They'are said
also to have" tasted of the heavenly gift." Yes, like children tasting
medicine, an.d so nauseate it as to spit it out; and" partakers of the·
Holy Ghost." Here seems somewhat more plausible; but in reality
not so.. Partakers of the Holy Ghost, not in grace, not in the new
birth, not in any saving knowledge, but simply partakers in the·
ordinary means of grace, as Chorazin and Bethsaida was of old(Matt. xi. 21). And the taste they are said to have had of "the good
word of God, and the powers of the world to come"; both these are
no more than mere outward privileges, which belong alike to· the
children of the bond-woman and of the free. All are without a
single mark of grace to denote the spot of God's children. Nothing
short of regeneration prove the children of promise. Hence therefore'
.the conclusion from the whole is, that there is a total dissimilarity in
their origin, connections, manner of life, and both in their state and.
prospects of the life that now is, and that which is to come, between
the children of the bond-woman and the children of the free.
In conclusion, therefore, it becomes an important question to each
and' everyone present; to which family do I belong 1 ~<\.ll present
Inust be classed under one family or the other: for there is no middle'
state. There is nothing neutral in this warfare.
The Lord Jesus.
Himself saith, "He that is not with Me is against Me " (Matt. xii. 30).
And as there is no proof of belonging to the children of the free
woman but by regeneration, or being born again, let nothing satisfy
your mind but this infallible evidence.
Trainment, education,
attendance on the several means of grace, very profitable as they are
rendered, through Divine teaching, to the children of promise, yet
are they in themselves nothing to mark the bond-children from the
free. Let a wolf be taken while a cub from its mother's den, and fed
and trained up with lambs, yet is it a wolf still; and in the after
stages of life will show its original relationship to the wolf by its
wolfish nature. Such are all the children of the bond-woman; educate
them, train them, bring them under the continual means of grace,
catechise them, make them read the Scriptures, hear sermons, cram
them with all the trammels of religion until that they are full to the
mouth in creeds and prayer-books, yet without a change of heart,
without a new nature, there will be no removal from the old stock.
The Ishmaels can never become Isaacs, no more than the Isaacs can
become Ishmaels: as is the root, so are the branches; that solemn
Scripture decides it, "They which are the children of the flesh, these
are not the children of God" (Rom. ix. 8).
'What shall I add, except a prayer to God, that while, ere long,
an everlasting separation must take place between the different seeds
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of the children of promise and the children of bondage j and the
,word of God shall separate betwp.en the precious and the vile, and
"c&.st out the bond-woman and her son.; we may find grace to bless
the Lord ,for His llnspeakable mercy, and say with Paul, "So then,
brethren, we !tre not children of the bond-woman, but of the
free. Amen."
THE VALUE OF CHRIS'f'S FLOCK.
(Rep1'inte,dj1'01n the

GOSPEL MAGAZINE,

for October, 1822.)

,THE value -of an article is generally ascertained by the price paid
Jar it! ,Now, Christ's sheep are of infinite value" because He gave
~an infinite price to purchase them j their iniquities were Jnfinite,
and, therefore, require such a price, which none but the God~P1an
could giv~-they were not redeemed, or purchased with silver
-or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, which is by the Holy
'Gho~t emphatically called the blood of God, by that union to, and
presence of th~' Deity, in the human nature of Christ, which wftS
,iully equal to pay the price demanded for their purchase-He gaYI:l
His life a ransom for them-He laid down His life and shed His blood
ior their redemption. To think that the infinite condescension of God
,:to come down to our polluted earth, to take to Himself our nature, for
;the fulp.ess of the Godhead to possess it, to be God and man in one
Person, and to live and dwell "ith sinful man on the earth, were not
.sufficient to rescue and save His people,-but that the great Jehovah,
the high and mighty King of kings, and Lord of the universe, shoufd
'be f?0 united to our nature, as therein to 8ubmit to be buffetted, reviled,
reproached, spit upon, and smitten py His rebellious creatures, and'to
l'eceive in His holy arid God-like Person the 'most degraded indignities
th!1t the malice of earth and hell, could devise. ,Even this was
not enough to give the satisfactory price-He must also be smitten
1)f, God and affiicted-He' must suffer and endure His Fatl,ler's frowns,
and the heavy stt:okes of divine justice, it pleased His Father to brqise
,Him and to put 'Him ,to open shame and death in order that t'!J.e full
extent of thq price for His purchl,sed possession, should be paid, and
';that, by His stripes they should be healed-the specified amount of
the price could only be known to Him who required it, and to Him
. who W1j,S able to gi,e it: the inflexibility of divine justice pursued
the God-man until every pal t of the price, even to the utmost
farthing, was .paid j it held Him fast and would not let Him go, until
it could say its demands "ere so fully satisfied that God was more
4<;moured by the price than He had been dishonoured by the breaCH)
~or 'by. the nature and extent of the payment made by Jesus, and
iccepted by His Father, there is such an open display of,:.ll the
divine perfections as justifies the sinner, and secures a large revenll-e
of praise and gLory to the name of the great Jehovah-B-e gave up
'His body to', Hjs tormentors, and He poured out His soul unto death.
'but the measure of His ,sufferings cannot be ascertained-:-He gave
body for bod,y, \l,tJ..d. Il.<ml {m: \!,(},\\l, tb.\l,t tb.~ b.oo.\,~'l', \l,\ld 'l',\)\\\'l', \)\ '2l.\\ 111'8
people might be pedected in holiness and glorified with Himself j
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for Jesus said to His disciples, "I am come that they might have
life, and that they might have it more abundantly. I am the gopd
Shepherd, and-I lay down My life for the sheep_ I know My sheep,and am known of Mine. There shall be one fold and one shepherd, and._
I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish" (John x.)..
What can prove the value of Christ's flock to Himself, or show
greater love for them, than the endearing words of the Saviour in
the immddiate prospect of death ~ such as the following: "A new
comm;mdment I give unto you, that ye love one another; if ye shall
ask any th~ng in My name I will do it; I will come to you; because
I· live, ye shall live also; in my Father's house are many mansion~,
if it were not so, I would have told you; I go to prepare a
place for you, and if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again and receive you unto Myself, that where
I am, there ye may be also; peace I leave with you, My peace I
gi.ve unto you; let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be
afraid-these things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might
remain in you, and that your joy might be full; greater love hath
no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends; I
have called you friends, ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen
y~)U, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, a!1d
that your' fruit should remain; that whatever ye shall ask of the
Father in My name He may give it you; verily, verily; I say unto you,
whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My name, He will give it you;
in the world ye shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world; I pray for them; I pray not for the world but
101' them which Thou hast given Me; for they are Thine, and all Mine
are Thine, and Thine are Mine, and I am glorified in them; the glory
Thou gavest Me, I have given them, that they may be one, even as we
are .one, I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in
()ne; Father, I will that they, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me
where I am, that they may behold My glory: O! righteous Father, I·
have declared unto them Thy name, and will declare it, that the love
wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be in them, and I in them."
What affectionate language! and how full, of simplicity and love!
I . would say in reply, Be it, Lord, even as Thou wilt. How
blessed and happy should we be, if we' did oftener go to the
dear exalted Redeemer, with these His own words, put Him in
remembrance and plead them, f'tand up in His presence, and wait to·
prove the truth and power of His" verily, verily"; for be it observed,
the honour of Jesus stands pledged, and is concerned to do as He
has said. And what would become of His great name ~ could one jot
or tittle of His word fail ~ He who is omniscient and knows all
persons, all thoughts, and all things, omnipotent to conquer and
subdue them, and to order and dispose them according to His own
sovereign will and pleasure; all-wise to counsel, influence, and direct,'
as seemeth Him good; and omnipresent as being present everywhere
at any and every moment, ever present with His aid to help and
deliver u~.. How often has the believer sent up a sudden soft sigh,
or emotion of spiritual desire to Christ, that has been answered with
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a quick return of the manifestation of His love and presence to· prove
Himself the faithful and true God! The more we can prove this~
the more we honour Him, and are honoured by Him, and this honoUL'
have all His saints when He comes to humble them, and to exalt
and' glorify Himself in them-they are covered with His righteousness, and are admired by :gim in the covering; their souls and bodies,.
though full of sin and the devil, are declared to be without spot or
blame before Him in love-thou art all fair, my love, there is no spot
in thee. This must remain a plaguing mystery to the world, but a.
delightful, revealed reality to the sound mind of the Christian, armed
with faith and the Spirit's graces; for though I know and feel myself
a great sinner, nay, the chief of sinners, I can nevertheless see,_
that I had an everlasting, upright, and holy standing in the Covenant
love and purpose of a Triune God, and by the virtue and efficacy of
the blood of the Lamb slain before the foundation of the world, and.
that I now am the workmanship of the Holy Spirit, formed anew
in Christ Jesus; and although for a short time absent from my
Father's house, yet I see the mansion my Saviour has prepared fo;
me, and am longing to reach it in order to fill it, and in it to be:
filled with His glory.
The flock of Christ are so dear to Him, and so precious in His.
sight, as to employ all His wisdom, love, and power to guide, comfort, and preserve them; they are the fruit of His agonies and
death; they are said to be His kindred and companions; they bear and
wear his image and likeness, are formed for Himself to show forth.
His praise; they are His kingdom wherein He reigns, their stature:
is the workmanship of His power, and His glory is the ultimate end.
for which they are and were created; they are His delight, His joy,
His crown; He is the head, they the members, and being a living.
head and living members, possessing eternal life, no extinction m:
separation can take place. When they all meet in heaven, the
bodies, the souls, and the spirits of His redeemed people will be all.,.
glorious and divine. The constant sight of the Saviour, the almighty
loveliness of His Person, the union and display of the glories of the
God-man, the beams of heavenly love and grace shining in and
sparkling from the countenance of the Redeemer, in the full and
unceasing vision of His face by His saints, will be their divine employment, their growing delight, their inexpressible glory. They will
draw from the inexhaustible mine of the riches of the glory of their:
inheritance, from the infinite treasury and boundless st01'e of the;
nature and perfections of J ehovah, such vast and inconceivable
supplies, as shall not only feed their immortal eyes, but expand and.
captivate all the powers of their immortal spirits, and be incessantly
receiving and reflecting the divine glories, so that as one glory rolls.
upon another, an ascription of praise shall ascend to meet and.
answer it, and Christ be all and in all for ever and ever.
THE righteous man makes godliness his gain. The wicked man.
makes gain his godliness. - Venning. [Selected by A. M. TOPLADY.]
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. THOMAS HOUGHTON.
WE are always pleased to bring under the notice of our readers the
name and work of some faithful minister of Christ who is engaged
in serving his Master in a sphere less prominent than those occupied
by many of his brethren. Not that we always meet with ready consent
from such devoted Christian witnesses. Our request for permission
to publicly allude to their labours in the vineyard, and to their
fidelity to the cause of the Gospel of grace, is not infrequently
declined-until we press it, on the ground that the cause of God's
distinctive truth may be directly promoted by our recording the
triumphs of His Word in the mouths of His ambassadors.
It is no part of our design to glorify the flesh, or to attribute to
an instrument the honour which belongs solely to God the Spirit.
But, there is an "honour" owing to those whom the Spirit deigns to
separate from others-false teachers-as saith the Apostle: "In a
great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also
of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour."
Those heralds of the Truth who are eminently "made meet for the
Master's use, and prepared unto every good work," are certainly to be
honoured, for their works' sake. And, further, "if one member be
honoured, all the members rejoice with it." We, therefore, feel that
our Portrait pages recording, as they do, the various" uses" to which
the sovereign Spirit devotes the ministerial members of Christ's
mystical body, the Church, tend to nJoice the hearts of all who delight
in the prosperity of Zion and wish well to Jerusalem.
The Rev. THOMAS HOUGH'l'OK, Incumbent of Kensington Episcopal
Chapel, Bath, the subject of our sketch this month, is a true and
faithful Gospel herald and pastor of souls. He was born in Cork.
While yet a child he was brought by his parents to Manchester, where
he spent the earlier part of his life. He appears to have been under
the gracious operations of the Holy Spirit when only a child. At the age
of fourteen he became deeply impressed, under the preached 'Vord, but
presently passed through a period of doubt and mental conflict. This
painful ordeal lasted about· twelve months, at the close of which, he
states, a copy of good BISHOP McILVAINE'S work on Christian Evidences
came providentially into his hands, and was of great assistance to him.
The teaching he heard from the pulpit was divinely used to deepen in
him a conviction of sin, and to make him tremble at "the wrath to
come." At length, however, he was mercifully enabled to rely alone
on the written Word as &cod's 'Word, and on Christ as his oun Substitute.
His heart was now filled with joy and peace in believing.
For several years he engagad in Christian work, and when twentythree years of age he found himself distinctly led to enter the
ministry of the Gospel, in connection with the Established Church.
After a course of study he was, 1885, ordained by the BiShOp of
Manchester (the late Dr. FRASER).
Before entering the ministry, however, he was (to use his own words)
led in a remarkable way "to accept the doctrine that salvation, from
first to last, is wholly of the Lord." Narrating particulars, he proceeds:
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"A young friend of mine, who was afterwards ordained and is now in
heavep, began to be troubled in mind about the doctrine -of Election.
He mentioned his doubts to me and to others. At first, I was of the
opinion that a sinner could, of his own will, seek the Lord, and that
then the Lord would do everything else! On the morning which
followed an anxious consideration of the subject, however, I opened a
Scripture text-book which I used habi~ually, and my eye fell on the
words, 'By grace are ye saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God.' Well, I thought, if faith be the gift.of
God, then the sinner has nothing at all to do for his salvation. God
begins, God carries on, and God completes the work! My knowledge
of the doctrines of grace has increased since then, but my assurance
that salvation is wholly of the Lord has never been stronger than it
was on that morning when that verse of Scripture was thus brought
home to my soul."
Mr. HOUGHTON entered· upon his ministry determined that he would
avoid all Curacies where there were surpliced choirs; and, in spite oof
many temptations to act otherwise, he kept his resolve. He has
held Curacies at Emmanuel Church, Bolton; at St. Mark's, Barrow-inFurness; at Christ Church, Chadderton; at St. Thomas's, Stafford;
and at Trinity Church, Derby-the last-named having for its vicar
the Rev. HENRY MARTIN, nephew ot the Re,. J. C. ~'l:ARTIN, ::YIinister
the Circus Church, Portsmouth. In all these spheres of labour he
met with spiritual ep.couragement. Tokens of esteem, too, from the
congregations of all the churches in which he preached were p!'esented
to him on his leaving.
.
In the month of November, 1898, the Church Patronage Trustees
offered Mr. HOUGHTON the incumbency of Kensington Episcopal
Chapel, Bath, which he felt led to accept. The charge is one which
carries with it an honourable record in connection with Evangelical
and Protestant testinlony, and Mr. HOUGHTON is well qualified, by
grace and gift, to maintain its high reputation. He is occupied
in feeding with pure· pasture a spiritually-minded congregation; and
we prayerfully wish Oill' dear friend and brother a long, fruitful, and
happy term of service among his attached and truly godly flock.
Mr. HOUGHTON spoke with much acceptance at the late Clifton
Conference, and also preached the Conference Sermon in the Memorial
Church, Clifton. Both his address and sermon were characterized by
deep Christian experience and distincti,e Gospel doctrine. Christ
was all.

or

0

I SEE it a work of God that experiences are all lost, when summons
of improbation to prove our charters of Christ to be counterfeit are
raised against poor souls in their heavy trials. But let me be a sinner,
and worse than the chief of sinners, yea, a guilty devil, I am sure my
Beloved is God, and my. Christ· is God. And when I say, My Christ is
God, I have said all things; I can say no more. I would I could build
as much upon this, My Christ is God, as it would- bear; I might lay
all -the world upon it. God and Man in one person, oh, thrice happy
conjunction !-Flav.el.
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PRIMITIVE, MEDL£VAL, AND MODERN CHRISTIANITY
IN RELATION TO THE" WORLD, THE FLESH, AND THE DEVIL.
By A NAVAj:, OFFICER.
(Concluded from page 776.)
Dr.~ITTLEDALE'S book, Plain Reasons Against Joining the
{]hurch of .flome, we read that, "The horrors of the religious wars

IN the late

of Europe--=--from the crusade against the Albigenses, in the thirteenth
century, down to the campaign of the Cevennes in the eighteenth;
and the yet more revolting atrocities of the Inquisition, with its tens
of thousands of victims, its armies of spies, its secret trials, ~ts
hideous tortures, and its merciless slaughters; the massacres of
theological opponents (amongst which St. Bartholomew holds a bad
pre-eminence); many revolts and" rebellions against legitimate civil
authority, instigated on religious grounds, from the excommunication
ot the EMPEROR HEKRY IV., to that of QUEEN ELIZABETH; the em·
ployment of a:ssassination, - when open force could not be safely used,
as iJ;i'the successful cases of WILLIAlI THE SILENT, of Orange, HENRY Ill-.
and HENRY IV. of France," and the unsuccessful ones of QUEEK
"EjJIZABETH, and the Gunpowder Plot-all lie at the door of the
Roman Church, ur of its most devoted champions, the Jesuit
Order."
_These claimants for Apostolic Succession have published a number
of new doctrines, from time to time; some o£ them .are here specified,
a~ copied from the English Chunlmum, June, 1893;NEW
PUBLISHED
DOCTRINES.
ABOUT A..D.
Invocation of Saints
700
Worship of Images
787
Infallibility of the· Church 1070
Transubstantiation...
1215
Supremacy of the Pope _
1215
.Withholding the Cup from
the Laity...
1415
Purgatory
1436
1547
Seven Sacraments .. .
.A.pocryphal Books ...
1547
Priestly Inte.ution '...
1547

NEW
PUBLISHED
DOCTRINES.
ABOUT A.D.
1563
Venial Sins ...
1563
Sacrifice of the Mass
1563
Sale of Indulgences
Creed' of Pius IV. (in which
Twelve new .AJ.-ticles were
added to the Nicene
Creed, composed A.D.
325) . . . .
1564
I m m a c u 1ate Conception
B.Y.M.
1854
Infallibility of the Pope ... 1870

Now, all these accretions, with which Rome overlays the Gospel, have
been invented, from time to time, by infallible Popes, and enforced on
the conscience of man by teJIlporal power, fire and sword,)o the old
pagan fashion; but the wickedness of men seemed to increase in proportion as the Gospel was obscured, SQ that in the twelfth century the
;clergy of the Roman Church were regarded with loathing and contempt. "Viler than a priest," "I would as soon be a priest," became
proverbial expressions.
In the sixteenth century, LUTHER, "a poor
German monk, on visiting Italy, was astonished to find the holy

844

The Gospel Magazine.

mysteries of the faith utterly despised."* At the very moment that
the sacrifice of the Mass was finished the priests uttered words of
blasphemy which denied its efficacy. It was the tone of good society
in Rome to question the evidences of Christianity. In England, at this.
period, Indulgences and other spiritual Popish "privileges" were
hawked about the streets for sale by monks and friars, until public
indignation rous~d WYCLIFF, the Reformer, to denounce the practice;
for which he was persecuted by a Romanist Bishop, and after death
his body was exhumed from the grave, burned, and the ashes thrown
into the river- Swift.
The universal corruption of the Church at this period at length compelled public authoritative inquiry, which resulted in the great Protestant Reformation, since which all Protestant nations have rapidly
advanced in (Jhristian civilization, political influence and wealth; whilst
those remaining under Papal influence have moved but slowly, remained
stagnant, or retrograded. This difference is now so marked that Papal
influence on the Continent is waning fast, even amongst Romanists,
notwithstanding the constant persistent efforts of its able supporters to
strengthen it.
Some English Roman Catholics, seeing this falling off, at the early
part of this century, advised the Pope to concentrate all his efforts
on- the reconversion of England to Romanism (as a means of recon·
verting the world to the old faitb) by using her great wealth and
influence in the cause. It was tbought that this might be best
accomplished by the Jesuits making a secret, friendly approach to the
Sacerdotalists of the Anglican Church. The bait took. Anglican pride
was - flattered, and a· few zealous go-betweens opened indirect
" negotiations" without committing either party. Much talk now
ensued about the Reunion of Christendom and mediooval Cburch
Ritualism set into the Anglican Church, of which Rome reaped all the
ad.vantages and conceded nothing. Negotiations fell through, notwithstanding the abject imploring attitude of the Ritualists, and, from the
Romanist point of view, al! Anglicans remain heretics. As we learn
through the Press, from time to time, tbat the J eSllits are working
among us, by selling and exporting holy water, and praying for our
conversion to Romanism, it will be interesting to learn something of
their moral code of laws; we will therefore give a brief extract from
Saint LIGUORI's Moral Theology, a standard work for guidance of
Roman Catholic priests in the Confessional :-" That a man may
swear aloud to any false statement, provided he add some true
circumstances in an undertone unheard by the by-standers (v. 168).
That it is lawful to swear to a quibble or to perjure oneself before
a judge if any great loss or inconvenience would follow to a witness
from speaking the truth (iv. 151, 6). That it is lawful to procure
the giving of perjured evidence if you have a great interest in employing it to obtain your rights (Ill, iii. 77). That a nobleman, ashamed
to beg or work, may steal to supply his needs, if he be poor"
(iv. 520).
"Ranke, Vol i. Page 74.

-:
l

The Gospel Magazine.

845

Now, it was precisely this setting aside'the moral law of God,- by
casuistry, that excited our Lord's wrathful indignation against the
Jewish teachers: "Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. Ye
serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of
hell 1" (Matt. xxiii.). And yet the Ritualist Church Review has
called casuistry "a noble science," and in noticing the appointment
of the Rev. W. H. HUTCHINGS to a Canonry in York Mihster, added,
"he is perhaps the most distinguished casuist in England."
Let us _hope that casuistry will never supersede the Law and
the Gospel in England, as it has done in other countries, to
their ruin. Recurring to the object of this paper, we have given
a slight sketch of the planting of the Gospel in Palestine by
our Lord Jesus Christ, and its rapid spread over the Roman
empire; its conflict with paganism under the Roman Emperors,
and its gradual corruption by the wodd, the flesh and the devil;
under the Popes of Rome; evidence of which is afforded by the
the successive corrupt accretion to Gospel faith and practice, from
time to time, in the Roman Church. It was the blasphemous cruelty
of the medireval Popes that provoked the great Protestant Reformation
of the sixteenth century, for which, however, we have to thank God
for raising up the existing free and flourishing Churches of Christendom.
Owing to her blasphemous assumption of Divine authority, and wicked
abuse wherever it was weakly admitted, she is no longer the trusted
guide of Faith and Morals in the world. Romanism has many
attractions for worldly, wealthy people, and as the POPE wields the
tremendous powers of Jesuit darkness and superstition, and is now
concentrating them on England, in an unctuous, fatherly manner,
Englishmen must be on the watch, especially in the matter of
educating the young, for which the Roman philanthropic octopus is
now stretching out its loving tentacles!
The world is familiar with papal anathemas, as well as its blessings,
and in justice to LEO. XIII. it may be said, he is sparing in the use
of the former privileges, but when angry about the loss of the temporal
power he cannot conceal it. Speaking at a modern public function, he is
reported to have said, in reference to those authorities who had
deprived him of it: "These people seem to forget that I hold the
keys of purgatory as well as of the kingdom of heaven." As to the
idea that there could be no persecution of heretics under the sovereign
sway of such a benevolent old man, take the following extract from
his letter to the Italian Bishops on the Rosary, published in the Tablet
of October 1st, 1887. LEO XIII. asks the Bishops to pray to the
Mother of God and Queen of the Rosary for help against heretics and
other enemies, and reminding them of "the great triumphs won over
the Albigenses" in the thirteenth century. We must not forget, however,
that the POPE'S claims to temporal power have been backed up by
Englishmen. Our Postmaster-General, the DUKE of NORFOLK, the EARL
of DENBIGH, and LORD HERRIES signed the Declaration at Liege, wherein
it is stated that "the Papacy is a Divine institution," and "the
Pope is above all earthly power;" he claims to rule over all the
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earth,over k~ngs as well as th~ir subjects; and it is his special duty
"to conduct men to their last home, and that is, to eternal-happiness.'?
As we have already glanced at the ritualistic action of LORD HALIFAX.
-the leading light of the party-in his imploring attitude towards
the POPE to take Romanisers into -the Roman fold whilst 'still .pro-fessing to be loyal to the Anglican Church, we' will quote a - fe'"
lines from a sermon of a priest of the same hybrid sect, preached
15ya "Father" ROBINSON, at Tunbridge Wells. The Rev. "Father"
said, that "Christ came down in the sacrament of the altar at the
bidding of His priests, and hid His glory under the form of bread
and wine."
vVe will now give extracts from 1'eal Roman Catholic sermons. In the
Irish News the Rev. M. M'PoLLIN is reported' to have said in a sermon,
" So great is the power of the priest over the body of .Jesus Christ, that
when he pronounces the words of consecration in the Mass, the Incarnate
Word obeys his voice, and comes into his hands under the sacramental
species." "God, in obedience to the voice of the priest, descends 'on
the altar, and after descending there, remains entirely at his disposal,
either to be shut up in the tabernacle or carried about from place
to place, to be made the spiritual food and support of the sick and
dying." The priests are, therefore, in relation to the faithful, the
dispensers of the Divine graces, the ministels and companions .of
God, . the pillars of the Church, as it "ere, and the doorkeepers of
heaven." All'this is taught by the Irish priest to the people, and
herein lies the secret 'of their degraded condition. The abject cringing'
of the Irish peasantry to their priests having been remarked on by an
English tourist to a' peasant on -tlie" approach of one of .the former, the
peasant whispered, "vVhist, shure, tliat man carries ·God in his pocket."
We may conclude this part of our subject by remarking that our
Lord's true followers are a brotherhood and not priests. It was for
His brethren that He came on the earth to be tempted, to teach,.to
save, and to die. He has nothing' in common with Popes, popery,
or priestcraft, but He has left us a' Standard of Faith and Morals
in the Moral Law and the Gospel-very different to that promulgated by
the Pope and the Jesuits.
A....~ENT THE Rmu..'< MASS.
Holy Writ tells us that our Lord was cast out of His own vineyard
by the Jews, and crucified by the united action of Jews and Gentiles.
They were the agents to fulfil Scripture, but " J esns laid down His life
for' His sheep "~a volunta1'Y act. "No man taketh it from Me; I have
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again" (John x. 18);
and our Lord commanded that this great truth should be commemorated
by His disciples, by uniting together occasionally in a solemn feast,
partaking of bread and wine, "till He come." The early Christians.
did this. It was not until the twelfth century that this sacred
memorial feast was altered to a s1uperstitious ceremony by the Popes of
Rome, and its further debasement to the blasphemous money-making'.
Mass followed, about 1563. The superstitious power of the priesthood was now immensely increased, and the sale of Masses was found
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to be so profitable that the sale of Indulgences followed, until lately,
with similar results. It was natural that the priests, who could
make m'oney so. easily, should be regarded with superstitious awe by
the poor and· ignorant people, as· we have already noticed is the
case in Ire'lan,d and all Roman' Catholic countries.
In Dr. LITTLEDALE'S book, Plain Reasons Against Joining the Church"
of Rome, page 115, we read" that certain of the Parisian clergy
having contracted to say an enormous' number of Masses, amounting
tp a couple of hundred thousand, found that the work simply eould
not be got through, and instead of saying so and returning the
money, arranged with a middleman' to farm a large proportion'
them to country priests, at a lower rate of pay per Mass, so as to
leave a margin of profit to' the original contractors, and a commissionfor the agent. It was shown that the agent had not carried out
his part of the engagement, but had simply pocketed the money."
The deity of the Naples populace is the Madonna, but they are
not content 'with one; not even with the Madonna of the Qarmine,
though whoever wears devoutly her scapolal'i can never perish.
MATILDE SERAO coUri£ed. "two hundi'ed and fifty" Mado'nnas; ,they
are legion, and each has its own distinctive sphere of action,
potential value, and eVEJll' official dress. _ I10w - sentimentally 'religious the people are;' has been -witnessed on - various 'occasions of
peril. But it is the religion of charm and nostrum which rules.
" They are devoutly attached to St. Anria, the reputed mother
of the Virgin'; they have her foot-a most potent relic.
Oil
from the lamp before the body of St. Giacomo della Marca
takes away the headache. The holy water of St. Biagio cures all
throat diseases.
Santa Lucia is the di-dnity who saves from
diseases of the eye. There are cart-loads of relics-bones of 'the
saints, pieces of their dress, bits of wood and stone, bilt the more
densely these superstitions weigh on the people the filthier are
their homes, and more evil their 'lives. The brigand whets his
stiletto on the steps of the altar, 'and wears the scapolari of the
Madonna as an amulet; while' the' picture of the Holy -Mother -- of
Jesus hangs over -the beds of hoUses of ill,fame. Religion is' a cliarrii.
Prayer an incantation." "The brigand band of Chiavone; their beads
in hand, sang the Rosary, and the chief led them on, intoning the
Ave Maria. All the brigands wore around their necks the scapolar'i
and paper pictures of the Saints in a little purse." Among the profane.
superstitions of Naples are, the evil eye, the curse of magic spell,
the enchantment against man and beast; all, like dark thoughts of
hell, are fostered by the superstition that has bowed out-" faith in
God and Christ and righteousness! Poor, beautiful Naples! "-Sunday
at Home, March, 1896.
From what has been written it will be seen that the Church of
Rome has fallen very far away froni primitive Apostolic Christianity,
and that her claims to Apostolic Succession are simply absurd; but
so long as the written Word of God (the Bible) exist", Christian faith,
responsibilities, and priVileges, remain exactly the same. Our Lord,
J eims Christ is the Alpha and Orriegaof them all.

of
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MULTUM IN PARVO.
A MEETING of the Archbishops and Bishops was held at Lambeth
Palace on the 14th ult., and it is understood that the urgent question
of how to deal with those recalcitrant Ritualistic clergymen who
refuse to obey the law forbidding the ceremonial use of incense and
processional lights was anxiously considered. Coincidently with the
meeting of the Prelates, the High-Church Press circulated a report
that it was probable prosecutions against the rebellious Romanizers
would be promoted by the Bishops. The proceedings at Lambeth
having been -conducted with closed doors, we, of course, are unable
to say what policy was agreed upon by the Prelates. It is, however,
generally believed that unless the Bishops vigorously take action to
suppress priestly lawlessness, the force of public opinion-emphasized
by the approach of a General Election-will oblige the Government
to redeem its pledge to introduce a legislative remedy. It is important that pressure should continue to be put on LORD SALISBURY and
.Mr. BALFOUR by the passing of Protestant resolutions at public
meetings demanding the purification of the Church from Romanizing
teaching and practices; and the votes of Protestant electors in all
the constituencies should be organized to support, at the forthcoming
General Election, those candidates only who will pledge themselves
to promote Protestant legislation in the House of Commons.-Vve
regret to record the resignation of the aged Bishop of Liverpool.
Dr. RYLE, who has held the See, as its first Bishop, ~or upwards of
nineteen years, will retire in March next. In point of age he is the
premier Prelate on the Bench. His Evangelical and Protestant testimony has made a lasting impression on the dying century. The
numerous tracts, pamphlets, charges, Bible expositions, and other publications bearing his name, will long survive the weak and worthless
productions of the N eo-Evangelical school, whose departure from sound
doctrine and distinctive Protestantism renders them a ready prey to
High-Church views and practices. We especially regret that the
cause of BISHOP RYLE'S retirement is failing health and the decay of
nature. He may count upon the deep sympathy and prayers of a
large body of Christian friends throughout the world, who wish him
every blessing in the closing days of a long, active, and fruitful life
in the Master's ser,ice.-It is earnestly to be hoped that BISHOP
RYLE'S successor may be a man of like Evangelical and Protestant
convictions. Liverpool, thanks to the faithful labours of the late
Dr. MeN EILE and other Protestant witnesses, will be satisfied with nothing
less than such an appointment, and LORD SALISBURY would make a
grave mistake were he to lay before the QUEE~ the name of a Sacerdotalist, a Rationalist, or an undecided Evangelical. lray God be pleased
to order the matter for His own glory and the furtherance of His
precious truth.-A Roman Catholic priest named 11ATURIN, formerly
a Ritualistic clergyman, made a speech last month at a meeting of
the so-called "Catholic Truth Society," in the course of which he
referred to the spread of Romanism in the Established Church. The
Times reported him to have spoken as follows: "As one who had
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been formerly a clergyman of the Church of England, he was convinced that the present movements in that Church would in the long
run end in the Church of Rome. It was impossible for them to
:imagine how Catholic the Church of England was in many parishes.
When he was in the Church of England he no more doubted that what
he said was the Mass, any more than he doubted that it was the Mass
he said now as a priest of the Catholic Church. There were multitudes
of people in that state of mind in the Church of England, and it was the
great work of the Catholic Truth Society to lead them into the true
lfold."-TheAutumnal Conference of the Church Association was held at
Gloucester 'last month.
Special sermons were preached in three
of the churches in the city of BISHOP HOOPER'S martyrdom. The
Chairman at the opening meeting, Mr. ANDREW S. LAMB,
Barrister-at-Law, dealt with the motives by which the Church
Association has been actuated. The original object of the Association
was to defend the Church, and it was so still. They did not
desire Disestablisllment, but the maintenance of established Protestantism. They also carried on the necessary work of a Protestant
Educational Society, but the crowning achievement of the Church
Association was the formation of the organizations known as
H Protestant Hundreds," with the object of controlling the return of
Members of Parliament.
The recent decision of the Archbishops
with regard to incense and lights was clearly ultra vire.s, for the
reason that neither incense nor lights were mentioned in the Book of
Common Prayer. But the decision was beneficial, inasmuch as it had
served to reveal pretty clearly the private views and sympathies of the
Archbishops and of others in power. Besides the necessity for prompt
legislation to secure relief from present and obvious grievances, there
was the still greater necessity for a permanent maintenance of a
sufficiently influential Protestant element to determine the religious
policy of the Government on every occasion, especially in filling up
vacancies on the Episcopal Bench. Dealing with the question of the
Royal Supremacy as the best guarantee for civil and religious liberty,
ARCHDE.ACO~ TXlLOR (Liverpool) claimed that the Royal Supremacy
meant the supremacy vested in the Crown as representing the nation
and acting through constituted authorities. This supremacy must be
jealously guarded. They saw the intentions of the Church Reform
League and the English Church Union, and" surely in vain is the
aa:et spread in the sight of any bird." The Royal Supremacy might
have its drawbacks, but Sacerdotal Supremacy would be infinitely
worse. Several Protestant addresses, characterized by great power
and thoroughness, were delivered during the Gloucester Conference,
and among those who took part in the proceedings were the Revs.
CA...''lOX CHRISTOPHER, F. J. HORSEFIELD, J. J. LUCE, H. DENING,
J. ORMISTON, E. H. F. COSENS, W. H. ISAAcs, G. MALLETT,
E. :M. TowNsHEND, C. E. DIGHTON, A. G. LAWE, H. B. BISSHOPP,
.and F. C. T. JANSEN, with Mr. C. H. HOOPER, Mr. J. W.
PROBYN, Mr. C. RADCLIFFE COOKE, M.P., Mr. JAMES INSKIP, Mr.
H. MILLER, Mr. S. CLOUGH, and Mr. BARRoN.-The Secretary of the
Working Men's Lord's Day Rest Association writes that the opening
3 0
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of the Crystal Palace on Sundays involves the labour of more than
-lOO professjonal entertainers, thirty or forty persons in the refreshq:Lent depa-rtment, and a number of other workers in the capacity of
tiuket-takers, programme-sellers, and police, besides railway ser;vants
connected with the working of special trains. "It is," he says, "a
gross attempt to seize the toilers' day of rest to make money."~The'
new WHITEFIELD Memorial Church, erected in Tottenham Court Road
to the memory of the Rev. GEORGE 'WHITEFIELD, was formally opened,
on the 14th ult., by the Rev. Dr. PARKER. The church is built on
the site of the old chapel in the Tottenham Court Road. The
original foundation stone has been used again. It was laid by the
Rev. GEORGE WHITEFIELD in 1756, and relaid by Dr. PARKER on
October 26th, 1898. The church was filled at- the opening. service.
The pastor, the Rev. G. SUTTLE, was assisted by the Rev. J. P.
GLEDSTONE, of Streatham. Dr. PARKER preached. Afterwards there
was a public'luncheon in the Toplady Hall, in the basement of
the edifice, where lies the precious dust of the immortal author
of the hymn "Rock of Ages." Speeches were made by Mr. W. H.
COLLINGRIDGE, Dr. PARKER, and others. Then there was another
service in the church, at which the Rev. F. W. MACDONALD, Presid.ent of the Wesleyan Conference, preached. In the evening there
waS' a large public meeting. The Daily Graphic gave a fine front
view of the building in its issue for the 15th of November, and
added the following interesting information :-" WHITEFIELD'S :lId
chapel has been rebuilt this time (writes a correspondent) in a substantial and architectural manner from the designs of Mr. ROWLAND
PLmIBE, F.R.I.B.A. ,It is i an imposing building of stone and red
brick, with a fa<;ade flanked on each side by dwarf towers. The
basement forms a large structure called Toplady Hall, in memory of
the well-known author of 'Rock of Ages,' but the portion oL the
building above the ground level forms a spacious chapel capable of
seating 'about 1,150 worshippers. The original building,. which stood
on this site, was erected in the year 1756, but was several times
rebuilt, the last occasion being in 1862-64; but as it stood ,upon
the foundation of the old chapel it soon showed signs of decay,
and had to be pulled down. After this it was for several years
replaced 'by an iron 'chapel, until the present spacious building was
commenced in 1898. A few relics of WHITEFIELD are still preserved
here,: the chief being the pulpit from which he preached a.nd his
arm-chair.
The pulpit must have undergone considerable alteration, as it originally stood upon a wooden pillar, which is still· preserved in ODe of the school-rooms attached to the chapel."-.
LORD' HALIFAX, the lay pope of the Ritualists, addressed a meeting of
the Romanizing EngliSh Church Union at Berkhampstead last month...
The Morning Post gives the following summary of the Ritualisticleader'.s speech: "The question they had to face was whether the
teaching and practice'of the Anglican communion were to conform. to
the whole Catholic Church of Christ, or whether those doctrines and
practices were to be· set on one side whenever they came into conflict
with the supposed intentions of the Reformers and lthe exigencies of
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popular 0pllllOn. There were those who rejoiced that some of the
,'m()st' 'devoted soldiers of :ChriSt might be driven from their benefices,
'and their, work against sin and inisery brought to an end. Suffering
was the' prelude. 01 victory, and if the call' came the clergy would
.shrink 'as little as the soldiers' ordered to the front.' They would' not
know 'anyt~ing but the Catholic religion. They would, not .st;le, their
services degraded to a general model, their churches defac{)d, and the
saqraillental teaching of the Church denied. Whatever others might
do; they would 'not consent to dance to ,lny tune it might please
Mr: KENSIT to pipe. They were loyalto the Church, its teachings, and
principles, as set forth in the Prayer Book. They were not" loyal to
the Church as it 'was too often exhibited in the practice of' the'past.
He rejoiced to think that the large additions to the Union were still
going ~:m, as they would put them in a position' to fight any battles
that might be forced on them."-The local members of the National
Protestant League held a public meeting last month in the Gospel
Hall; High Street, Wood Green. Mr. W. H. COLLINGRIDGE took the
chair, and on the platform were Mr. ASHMEAD and Mr. LONGCROFT.
The principal speaker was the Rev. F. J. HAMILTON, and he dealt
exhaustively with the present controversy in the Church of England.
He Justly denied that it was about" trifles." The Ritua,lis,tic movement
exposed in Mr. WALSH'S book, which he hoped everybody would read,
had for its ulti~ate object" corporate re-union with Rome." It sought
to re-establish the "sacrificing priest" and Popish doctrines cast off
at the Reformation. In this free country there was nothing to prevent
individuals from joining the Roman Church, but what LORD HALIFAX
and the English Church Union desired was, to be able to go cap in
hand to the Pope and present to him the Church of England, with all
its wealth, influence, and prestige. The danger of the situation,
with its menace to our liberty, could not be exaggerated, and though
many were now rallying for the protection of Protestantism, he ,was
surprised there were not many more. Some thought the dangers of
priestcratt and the confessional exaggerated. To one gentleman, a
, Ritualist, who took this view, the speaker said, "You have a daughter;
suppose you told her to do one thing and the priest told h~rto do
another, which should she do 1" The gentleman turned as white as
a sheet. After the address the following resolution was put to the
'meeting and carried: "That inasmuch as it is the imperative duty of
all ministers of Christ to preach a pure Gospel, this meeting respect:fully calls upon the Bishops of the EstablishedChurch to enforce the
withdrawal of all unscriptui-al and unlawful doctrines and practices
connected with the worship of God, in obedience to the Apostolic
injunction: 'Preach the Word; be instant in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine' ; and in
fulfilment of the solemn obligations entailed upon them at ordination."The Rev. E. D.SHAW, Vicar of High Wycombe, required £600 f6r the
building of a new church in his parish, and being opposed to,2hurch
bazaars as. a means of raising funds for religious works, he had. to 'find
'some other method. His idea was to hold a series of dedication
~services at the ancient, parish church in place of the usual bazaar.,
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He solicited special offerings at the services for eight evenings, with
the signal success that he raised £590.-The Daily News remarks:
"Among critical points that will come before the Cabinet, in settiing
the programme of next Session, is the question of legislation designed
.'to put down Ritualism.' It will be remembered that, hardly pressed
at the beginning of the ordinary Session this year, Mr. BALFOUR escaped
. Ministerial reverse only by promise to deal with the matter next
Session if the disciplinary efforts of the Bishops proved ineffective."The Bishop of Bristol has refused to admit the Rev. J. L. WHARTON
HEWISON, curate of the well-known Ritualistic Mass-house, St. Simon's.
Bristol, to full Orders, as he declines to promise obedience to the
Archbishops' "Opinion," should he be presented to a benefice.-We
are glad to note that Mr. C. J. THYNNE (6, Great Queen Street, W.C.)
has published a fourth edition of the late Rev. C. D. MARSToN's.
admirable pamphlet, The Position ot the Laity in the Chunh, with
an introduction by his son, the Rev. H. J. R. MARsToN.-Another
valuable work just issued (Elliot Stock), in a specially cheap form, is
Christ in the Old Testament, by the late Rev. HENRY LINTON. It ia,
well adapted for the use of Ministers, Bible Class, and Sunday School
teachers, and should be extensively adopted. It is a marvE!llous.
exposition of Scripture truth.

iassing

~htnts.

A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE war in South Africa is developing into a very serious affair, much
more serious than many persons at first expected that it would be.
The Boers were evidently thoroughly prepared for the conflict, and we,
hoping against hope that our negotiations would result in peace, were
not so prepared; consequently when the Boers swarmed into Na~al,
and surrounded the towns of Mafeking and Kimberley near their
western border, our comparatively small bodies of armed men could d()
little more than act upon the defensive, and wait until reinforcements
arrived. Our troops have perfo!'D1ed prodigies of valour, and have
shown the most remarkable coolness and courage in the face of overwhelming odds; but they have done so at a fearful cost, hundreds of
lives being lost, and many more hundreds being grievously wounded,
whilst the Boers seem to have suffered to a still greater extent. Roitl-.
forcements are rapidly arriving on our side at the time at which we
write, and soon the state of affairs may wear a different complexion. We
earnestly hope so, for the sooner that the war is over the better it wiII
be bot,h for our foes and for ourselves. The Boers have succeeded in
_taking a considerable number of our troops prisoners, and they are said
to be treating them well; but otherwise they have repeatedly acted in
a most treacherous way, adopting the device which they made use of
in 1881, namely, when a battle has been raging hotly, they have held out
flags of truce, and as soon as our men have received orders to "cease
._ firing" and have come out from their places of cover, they have
poured deadly volleys right into their faces!
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MANY families have been thrown into deep mourning already by
this much-to-be-regretted conflict, and doubtless before it is over, many
more will have to pass through a similar experience. Oh for the time.
when wars shall cease for ever! It is, however, gratifying to notice
the remarkable 'generosity of our people, subscribing immense sums of
money for the relief of the poor widows and orphans, as well as for the
fitting out of hospital ships, and for the refugees who have been driven
from their homes in the Transvaal, and rendered penniless. And very
gratifying it is also to notice the deep sympathy and interest. of HER
GRACIOUS MAJESTY THE QUEEN, writing personal letters and sending
messages of condolence to the bereaved and the wounded, and personally
bidding her soldiers farewell with words of encouragement and hope.
It must have been a pathetic sight when our aged monarch gathered
some of her Guards together ere they sailed for Africa, and addressed
them in the following appropriate and feeling words :-" I have called
you here to-day, my soldiers, who have always served near me, that
I may take leave of you before you cross the seas to a distant part
of my Empire, where your comrades are now so bravely fighting. I
have no doubt you will always do your duty and behave in the same
splendid way that my soldiers have done in every campaign that they
have undertaken. I pray God to protect you and bring you safely
home.
THIS conflict has called forth the most astounding and virulent
abuse of our nation and of our actions in a considerable section of the
Continental Press, inspired no doubt by envy and jealousy; but, on
the other hand, it seems to have drawn us closer than ever to our
great Colonies, which have enthusiastically expressed their affection
for their Mother Country,.and in the most practical manner showed
their sympathy; and it seems also to have had the effect of deepening'
the feeling of broth.erhood which has been for some time' happily
developing towards us in the United States of America, and cementing
the friendly disposition of Germany and of Italy.
.
THE railway between Cairo and Khartoum is nmv completed, and
the Soudan is to be opened to all-comers this month. Messrs. COOK
AND SON, .the well-known excursionist agents, will now be able to take
tourists for an African northern railway journey of upwards of twelve
hundred miles. Ere very long it is expected that it will be extended
to Uganda, and thus an enormous tract of the ., Dark Continent"
will be opened up. How GENERAL GORDON would have rejoiced at
the realization of such an idea if he could have lived to see it I
But although the Soudan is thus thrown open for tourists a)1d others,
it is at present a doubtful point as to whether it is yet thrown open
to missionaries. SIR JOHN KENNAWAY, 1YLP., thus writes to the Times
about it :-" You have informed us to-day of LORD KITCHENER'S inten.
tion to open the Soudan to all comers in December, with sleeping ~.!td
dining-cars for the accommodation of tourists. I know that ~r-aIll
speaking on behalf of large numbers of my fellow-countrymen when.
302

854

The Gospel Magazine.

I express my earnest hope that this announcement implies that in the
opinion of LORD KITCHENER the time has now arrived when restrictions
on missionary work may be removed, and it shall be open to the
Church Missionary Society to establish at Khartoum a Medical Mission
which it is prepared to send out with funds subscribed long ago for
the special purpose of a memorial to GENERAL GORDON. This will not be
a new experiment. On the North-Western frontiers of India, amongst
the most fanatical of the Mohammedan tribes lately in arms against
us, Medical Missions with hospitals have been established with the full
consent and approval of the Indian military authorities, and their
benefits have been gladly accepted and thankfully acknowledged by
those for whom they were intended. Surely the time has now come
to say that the term 'all comers' shall not be held to exclude mis-sionaries. We are contending in South Africa for equal privileges for
-all under the British flag. We ask that the same principle should be
,accepted and acted upon in the Soudan."

A SATISFACTORY settlement has at last been made respecting the
beautiful islands of Samoa, in the South Pacific Ocean. They have
'been for a long time in a state of political chaos, for three nations
'have attempted simultaneously to rule them, and the result has been
lamentable disputes and bloodshed. The natives seem to be almost
universally law-abiding, and they marvellously exhibit the powers and
blessing of Christianity; but they have experienced the impossibility
,or pleasing and faithfully serving three masters. An arrangement has
been made by which for the future they will be under the sole govern.
ment of Germany; and in lieu of any interest or right which we and
the United States have had in them, other islands have been ceded to
us and to the United States, one of which will give us an important
harbour in the South Pacific. No doubt the German authorities will
govern their new possession with fairness and equity; we hope that
they will also understand and appreciate the wonderful missionary
work which has been accomplished there, and aid rather than retard
it:;; further and full development.
IT is satisfactory to notice the great advltnce which has taken place
'amongst our soldiers with respect to temperance. Field-Marshall ~ORD
ROBERTS, V.C., and the President of the Board of Trade, the RIght
Hon. C. T. RITCHIE, have recently borne public testimony to this fact"
the latter observing that the advance of temp~rance has been la~ely
more marked in the army than in any other sectwn of the commumty,
and that great credit is du~ to those :who, both with~ and without the
ranks have been energetically working towards this result; and the
forme~ pointed out what- an immense difference this advance of temp~r
ance has made to the men; for example, in the annual report from IndIa,
the difference in the number of convictions of abstainers and nonabstainers was striking. In the one case the number per 1,000 was
4'12 aIid in the other 36'8. Hygienically the contrast was equally
gI;eat, "Among abstainers the admissions to hospital were 208'4 per
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1;000, and among non-abstainers 301'52. During the trying Tirah
campaign 995 men remained teetotallers. He regretted to see that
when the regiments recently marched through London, too many kindhearted people offered the men intoxicating drink; and he sincerely
hoped that friends would not give intoxicants to the militiamen, who
were now being called out. It was not a friendly action; it got the
men into trouble and injured their health. He was most gratified to
hear from the commanding officers that the reserve men who had rejoined were, very respectable, nicely dressed, arrived almost to the
minute, and gave no trouble after they got to barracks.
SATISFACTORY, however, as these particulars are with regard to our
army, it is to be feared that with regard to our population at large
there is at the present time rather a retrograde movement than an
advance in temperance, and especially amongst women. The Lancet
draws attention to this fact, and states that chronic drinking in 1897,
as compared with 1878, was the cause of an increase of 82.. per cent.
of deaths among men, and of H5§- per cent. among women. The
deaths from cirrhosis (drunkard's liver) in men have increased 12
per cent,; in women 26 per cent. It has well been asked, "How far
is the practice of sending little girls to the public-house for drink
responsible for this alarming spread of drunkenness and disease among
females f And how far the grocer's licence' And what will be the
effect of this depravity on the coming generation 1" The Lancet says
with truth and force :-" Statesmen may create for themselves theories
that extenuate a national vice which yields the exchequer so many
millions a year; but, speaking from a medical point of view, we must
point out that it is disgraceful and disastrous."
ANOTHER distinguished English Roman Catholic has written to the
rimes, Professor ST. G. MIVART, strongly expressing his indignation at
the way in which the DREYFUS case has been treated by the POPE.
He regards DREYFUS as the GALILEO of the nineteenth century, and
believes that, as the Church's treatment of GALILEO alienated millions
of Catholics, so her treatment of DREYFUS will probably alienate millions
more. He thinks the scandal has been prodigious, and that no trial
of any other Jew has had such world-wide consequences since that of
Christ. He admits that the POPE may have desired justice to be
done, but his mouth is:closed by the Roman congregations, chief of which
is the Inquisition. He speaks strongly also against the Papal Court.
It was probably to this outspoken writer, and to some other English
Roman Catholics, who have similarly expressed their opinions, that
the POPE referred in a stern rebuke which he recently administered,
in the presence of a number of English and Irish pilgrims, to some of
his followers who have had the audacity to express their opinions
in opposition to his-their "infallible" Head•
.AMONGST the numerous important and useful objects which may
well claim our interest and our support, perhaps one of the most

The Gospel M agazlne.

856

important is the religious and Evangelical training of the masters·
and mistresses· of our national schools. At a time when elementary'
education has come into so much prominence, and is so exterisively
pressed, it .~s moEtt important that the teachers who carry on that.
elementary education should be-if not actually God-fearing men and.
women-at least such as have been trained in religious and Evangelical prinCiples. We remember how strongly the late DEAN CLOSE, the
well-known and revered Dean of Carlisle, felt upon this subject, and
the deep inter-est which he took in the Teachers' Training Colleges
at Cheltenham, which he had a considerable part in founding. These
Colleges have done a noble work; but during the last few years the
number of elementary schools in our land has so largely increased,
and the consequent .demand ;for teachers is so great, that if the
Colleges are to keep pace with the n~eds of the times their dimensions
must be largely increased: During the last four years the applications,
for' entrance into them have nearly doubled. This year 140 men
applied for entrance, but there were .only 45 vacancies for them;
and 160 women applied, but they were only 40 vacancies for them.
The Committee of the Colleges believe that their friends, like themselves, would regard it as a deplorable calamity, if the large demand
for additional accommodation in Training Colleges (for several other
Colleges 'are also overpressed with applications) were left to be supplied
by the opening of institutions for the imparting of secular instruction
only. There isa very'real danger of this being the case, and ~ence
the Committee feel it :to, be their bounden duty to appe~l, ,with all
earnestness, to the friends of. EvangelicaJ and ·Protestant principles
to assist them pr,omptly .and liberally, inor:der to m,eet this grave
emergency. Since the Cheltenham Training Colleges were first opened,
no fewer than 4,125 school teachers have been trained in them; and
it is calculated that at the present time no less than a quarter of a
million of English, boys and girls are being daily educated. under
their influence.. n T. WOODWARD, Esq., 9, Lansdown Terrace, Cheltenham, will gladly receive contributions or give further information.
A

and unostentatious but extremely ,aluable work is conbeiJ,lg perf~rmed by the Female Mission to. the poor fallen
women' of our great metropolis.. This Mission was co=enced in 1858,
and its design 'is to employ female missionaries to gOOllt into the
streets at night to ,distribute tracts, and seek to lead the fallen, to a
better Ffe; to visit the hospitaJs,. and workhouses, and .other places
where these young women are to b~ found, and there speak to them of
the Saviour ; to attend the police 'courts and visit the pri~ons, and
co·op'erate with the magistrates and chaplains in the rescue bf young
women; and to.'en4~avour to find situations, place in Homes; or restore
to their frierids, -those who, on inq~ry,' appear desirous. to" forsake,
their life of sin: Since its commencement. the Mission has dealt' 'with
33,024 cases j and during the past yeai-"it:has' been tHe means' of
placing .in ,Homes" restoring to friends, or providing with situations,.
&'c., no less tllan639 'poor fallen ones, and aiding ~91 more. The
office of the Mission 'is at 32, Charing Cross, S.W.
D. A. D.
QUIET

tinuou~~y

· The Gospel Magazz"ne.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
BY THE SECRETARY.
THE Autumn Sale of Work, at the Hornsey Rise Asylum,
November 3rd, was well attended. The Benevolent Fund for assisting
sick and needy inmates received a considerable addition to its
resources. A large company sat down to tea in the Hall with the
inmates; this a:rrangement provided an opportunity for Christian
intercourse between subscribers and pensioners which was mutually
enjoyed. The Asylum Chapel was filled in the evening, when the
Rev. THOMAS BRADBURY, of Grove Chapel, Camberwell, preached a
most profitable and appropriate sermon from John xiv. 18, "I will
not leave you comfortless; I will come to you;" a liberal collection
for the Maintenance Fund of the Asylum was taken. On December 1st
the Rev. S. H. WILKINSON will lecture at seven o'clock, in the Asylum
Hall, on work amongst the Jews, illustrated by lime-light views.
These gatherings do much to cheer the dear aged ones under the roof
of this Home, who, especially during the winter months, are unable to
go out much.
The nett proceeds of the Anniversary of the Brighton Home have
now reached upwards of £400; this sum has been in part apporrtioned to the general Pension Fund, which during the last few years
has so rapidly increased.
The work of the winter season is now being entered upon; a large
number of special appeals are being issued to non-subscribers, and
other means adopted, with the object of increasing the annual subscription list, especially by contributions of 7s., 10s., and 14s. per
annum.
The Committee rejoice to note that the number of collections after
sermons. is increasing; they regard this as an unmistakable token that,
through the goodness of God, His people in various sections of His
Church are recognizing the importance and scripturalness of the work
of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society.

CHRIST is an overHowing fountain, and He would have believers to
partake abundantly of what He is in them. He cannot abide that
any should content themselves with a present stock of grace. Christ
is not as a stream that fails, or as a channel that runs dry; Christ
is not as water in a ditch, which hath no living spring to feed it ;
no, no; Christ is the fountain· of life, He is the chief ordinance of
life that ever God set up. I know there are other means of
Christ's appointment; but if thou wilt live at the spring, and drink
it there, yea, drink abundantly, according to the overHowings of this
fountain, oh, the life and grace that would come! Oh the virtue of
Christ's resurrection that (Christ's Spirit meeting and assisting)
would How into thy soul· for thy vivification.-Isaac Arnbro~e.
[Selected by A. M. TOPLADY.]

858

The Gospet Magazine.

;!l,tbie1U's att~ ~loticts .of ~.o.oks.
The Story of the Religious Tract Sot:,iety for One Hundred Years. By
SAlrIUEL G. GREEN, D.D., Author of English Pictures, &C. London:
The Religious Tract Society.
THrs "Story" will, we think, grearly interest a great many readers.
It is a full and valuable 'record of the noble work accomplished oy
one of our noblest societies, 'and it will probably give many who
read it a clearer idea than they ever had before of the many-sided
and extensive nature of that work. The founder of the Society was
practically the Rev. GEORGE BURDER, of Coventry, author of The
Village Sermons, who wrote several tracts of a definitely Evangelical
tone, ;and' circulated .them, with one or two like-minded associates;
but their: publisher having unexpectedly failed in business, Mr.
BURDER 'went to London to see into the affair, and this happened to
be just at the time of the anniversary of the London Missionary Society
in 1799. The annual sermon for this Society was preached in Surrey
Chapel, on May 8th, and, after the service, Mr. BURDER, through the
Rev. ROWLAND HILL, invited a few of the ministers and others present
to meet him in the vestry. There he unfolded to them a plan for
the establishment of a Society, perfectly unsectarian, for the preparation and circulation of Evangelical tract literature. The proposal
was warmly received, and it '\\,as agreed to meet on the following morning at St. Paul's Coffee House, to breakfast at seven o'clock, to prepare
a scheme. The meeting was held, Mr. THOMAS WILSON occupying the
chair;' and as the business) proved too large for one sitting, another
breakfast meeting was convened for the following day, at the same
place and hour. Thus, on May 9th and 10th, 1799, the Religious
Tract Society was launched upon its way. What a contrast there is
between: the operations of the Society in its earliest years, and its
operations at the times of the celebration of its Jubilee and of its
Centenary! In the first year of its existence thirty-four tracts were
published-twenty-three originals and eleven extracts. The number
of copies put into circulation amounted to two hundred thousand, and
subscriptions and donations were received to the alliount of £203.
In its. fiftieth year the number of its issues was 18,223,955; and
its subscriptions, donations, and produce of sales arr.ounted to
£50,98l 15s. 8d. In its Centenary year (ending May 10th'; 1899) the
number of, its issues from its Home Depot alone amount~d to
c 39,053,360, and its subscriptions,
donations, legacies, and produce of
sales amounted to £125,350 4s. lld. The Committee of the Society
,early decided upon seven practical points which should mark the
tracts :,which they selected for publication, namely:-1. That each
should contain pure truth, flowing from the fountain of the New
: Te!ltament; 2. That each should contain some account of the way of
a sinner's salvation; 3. It should be plain; 4. It should be striking;
5. It 'should 'be entertaining; 6. Full of ideas; 7. Adapted to ,various
. situations and' conditions. But' the Society did not long confine its
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publications simply to tracts, it soon issued one or two small
periodicals, and as these were very successful, it eventually largelyextended its work in this direction. The Editor of this" Story" says : "Some popular periodicals of a directly religions character had been
established before the close of the last century. The names of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, the Spiritual Magazine, and the Evqngelical Magalline are still familiar. It is somewhat amusing, in these days of vast
and increasing periodical literature, to read in the preface to WESLEY'S
Arminian Magazine, in 1780, a reference made to 'the number of
magazines which now swarm in the world'!" Subsequently the
Society still further extended its operations, and published a large
number of interesting Christian biographies and works suitable for
parish libraries, Biblical students, &c., so that its modern catalogues
contain a noble list of useful and valuable works. It is interesting to
notice that the formation of this Society was the means in some
measure of the formation of ever-so-many other Tract Societies, in
America, on the Continent, and in other lands; and also that it was
practically the parent of the great British and Foreign Bible Society,
for it was at a meeting of its Committee that the idea and the title
of the latter Society were first suggested. And further, the work
which it has been enabled to accomplish amongst our soldiers and
sailors, and amongst the na,tive populations of ,many heathen lands,
is wonderful, and might almost enable it to claim the titles of a
"Soldiers' and Sailors' and Foreign Missionary Society," as well as
that of the Religious Tract Society." Perhaps this volume might
have been made more interesting t<J the general reader if it contained
a fuller record of the numerous striking incidents which have been
known to be connected with the circulation of the Society's tracts;
but a few of these incidents are mentioned, and they may well
encourage all who love the Lord to support this exceUent Society,
and all ChrHian workers to distribute as widely as they possibly
can the literature which it publishes, literature which has been so
largely and so evidently blessed.

RaeZations of Modem Convents; IYr, Life in Convents on British Soil in
the Closing Years of the N"inetscnth Centu1·y. By S. J. ABBOT'l',
Secretary of ,the Convent Enquiry Society. London: C. J. Thynne,
·6, Great Queen Street, Lincoln's Inn.
THE authur of this, the most recent work on English Conventualism,
is well qualified to write OIl the subject. His practical knowledge is
the result of many years' patient investigation of cases arising in
connection with the odious administration of nunneries and similar
institutions in our midst. Mr. ABBOTT'S pages are painful reading, and
should serve to stimulate public opinion in favour of the suppression
of those Roman Catholic and Anglican bastilles which, in too many
fnstances, are the abodes of cruelty, oppression and crime. Speaking
for ourselves only, nothing less than total suppression would meet
the requirements of the case. State control would mean the legal
recognition of the Conventual system, ll:nd, no doubt; were official
inspection decided upon, the inspectors appointed would, to a man, be
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Roman Catholics. Total abolition must be demanded'. As JOHN
KNOX said, "To destroy a rookery you must pull down the nests,"

lVholesome Words.
Twelve Discourses.
By THOMAS BRADBURY,
Minister of Grove Chapel, Caffiberwell. Eighteen-pence. London:
Hon. Sec. of the Publishing Committee, 45, Sistova Road, Balham,
S.W. 1899.
THESE discourses are altogether worthy of the honoured pulp:t of the
late Rev. J OSEPH IRONS, than whom the nineteenth century has not
produced a JP.ore able Nonconformist exponent of the whole counsel of
God, or more outspoken witness for the distinctive doctrines of that
sovereign grace which latter-day Arminian Dissent has supplanted by
its "Gospel of Doubt," as the late Mr. SPURGEON aptly described the
Rationalistic message. Mr. BRADBURY is an independent student and
thinker, always loyal to the text of Scripture he selects for exposition,
and fearless of the opinion and criticism of man. He is content to
stand or fall according to the judgment of his heavenly Master. We
cordially commend to the notice of our readers this volume of sound,
spiritual, and deeply experimental sermons, and pray that the rich
blessing of the Holy Spirit may accompany a perusal of them,
Eabylon the Great. An answer to CARDINAL VAUGHAN on the Crisis
in the English Church. Dublin: Office of The Catholic, 51B,
Dawson Street.
THIS is reprinted from The Catholic,· the outspoken Protestant paper
which is edited by the converted ex-priest of Rome, the Rev. T.
CONNELLAN. It shows very clearly the unscripturalness of Mariolatry
and other errors' of the Church of Rome. We do not suppose that
the CARDINAL will venture to reply to it !
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The Fireside, Hand and Heart, Day of Days and Home Words Volumes
for 1899. London: Home Word~ Office.
WE can cordially recommend these attractive-looking volumes. They are
admirably suited for Prizes, Christmas and New Year's Gifts, &c.,
.and are worthy of a large circulation.
WE HAVE ALSO RECEIVED :-A Gathered Lily; Old Paths /07' a New
(Jentury; The Sword and Trowel; Wa1' or Brotherhood; The Clu"rr;hman; TIle Church IntelligenceI'; The Trinitarian Bible Society Quarterly
.
Record.
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