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a Who com£orteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort whe~ewith we ourselves are comforted of GOd."-2 COR. i. 4.

THE FAITH OF GOD'S ELECT.
" The faith once delivered to the saints."-JuDE, 3rd verse.
THE whole counsel of GOD, revealed in grace to man, is here termed
"The Faith," because it is the ground and warrant for belief in the
Truth. The Divine counsel is spoken of under various other titles, as
"The Faith of CHRIST" (Acts xxiv. 24) j " The Faith of GOD" (Rom. iii. 3) j
"The Faith of the Gospel" (Phil. i. 27) j "The Word of (the) Faith"
(Rom. x. 8) j "The Common Faith" (Titus i. 4) j " The Faithful Word"
{Titus i. 9) j "My Faith" (Rev. ii. 13) j and "The Faith of JESUS"
(Rev. xiv. 12). The holy, substantial, enduring body of Divine thought
and purpose, thus variously expressed, has for its common characteristics
certainty. finality, and pe1jection. GOD has spoken. " In holiness" has
He spoken; nor could it ba otherwise. His Word is Truth, JESUS being
witness (John xvii. 17). It must be so, being His Word! As confessed
the Psalmist: " Thy Word is true from the beginning" (Psalm cxix. 160),
that is, the sum, the essential'substance of GOD'S holy vVord is the
Truth. It is faithful and altogether trustworthy, "from the beginning"
-" from the first word," as some one has phrased that place in
Scripture. "Let GOD be true, and every man a liar" (Rom. iii. 4) was
the deliberate, confident appeal of the Apostle, when the Faith of the
Gospel of grace was contemned by certain profane Jews. The veracity
-of the Divine revelation leaves man absolutely "without excuse."
unbelief on the part of a sinner in no way affects the integrity of
that which GOD has spoken in His holiness. "If we believe not, yet
He abideth faithful; He cannot deny Himself." But, were He, in one
jot or tittle, to "alter the thing that is gone out of His lips"
(Psalm lxxxix. 34), then would He "deny Himself," and break the
Covenant of which He hiLs sworn, "My Covenant will I not break"
{ib.). No; were there not a single believer in His Truth to be
found among men on earth, J EHOVAH'S Word would continue" settled
for ever in heayen" (Psalm cxix. 89). He is JEHOvAH-the I AM. He
changes not, in word, in promise, in purpose, or counsel. He will do
all His pleasure, for His great Name's sake.
"The Faith," thus firm, thus abiding, He has oncejor-all ,·evealed.
3 G
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It was the Faith before Ha revealed it. Embosomed ill the eternal
mind, it but awaited utterance. " I know the thoughts that I think
toward you" was always true in His deep counsels of love and grace
toward His people in CHRIST. As the appointed :MEDIATOR to perform
the FATHER'S will, CHRIST was "set up from everlasting"
(Prov. viii. 23), and to Him was committed the peculiar honour of
"declaring," or making known, the counsels of Divine Truth. "No
man hath seen GOD at any time; the only begotten So~, which is in
the bosom of the FATHER, He hath DECI,ARED HDr" (John i. 18).
That He might do this, He bore the distinguishing title of THE
WORD (John i. 1), and became" flesh" (John i. 14), and dwelt among
us on earth-faithfully bearing witness by lip, by life, and by death,
to the Truth of the FATHER. "To this end was I born," He declared
before PILATE, "and for this cause came I into the world, that I should
bear witness unto the Truth" (John xviii. 37). His Covenant
responsibility was to do this fully and effectively, and with His last
breath He certified, "It is finished!" His resurrection from the dead
was the FATHER'S affirmation of those dying words. His ascension
into the highest heaven, and His session at the right hand of the
FATHER-as testified by the HOLY GHOST on the day of Pentecostassure the faith of the weakest believer that he shall never be c~st
out, or put to confusion.
The revelation of these blessed truths, first, in the \yritten Word, and
then in the hearts of GOD'S chosen people, is irrevocable and absolute.
" Once delivered" makes all things" sure." Tile salvation of all who
are made partakers of the blood.bought gifts of repentance and faith
is as stable as the throne of the living GOD. "All that the FATHER
giveth:Me shall come unto Me; "-yes, as a people" made willing" in
the day of Jehovah's power-" and he that cometh to Me I \"ill in
no wise cast out" (John vi. 37). The Faith" once delivered to the
saints" includes all things that "accompany salvation."
Election,
redemption, regeneration, repentance, faith, illumination, sanctification,
preservation, fruitfulness, obedience-unto the end-and an abundantly
minist.ered entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and
Saviour JESUS CHRIST-all these" things which accompany salvation"
are included in the Gospel of the grace of GOD, in the doctrine of
the Faith once-for-all delivered" to the saints." The revelation made
to those whom the SPIRIT has called out of the kingdom of darkness
into the kingdom of GOD'S dear SON, communicates to their souls a
knowledge of the deep things of GOD-a knowledge \yhiGh is enlarged
and nourished by habits of communion with Him, and by prayerful,
humble, teachable meditation in His written IVorcl. To the saints
only, that is, to those only who have been regenerated and newcreated in CHRIST JESUS, is the Faith, the Truth, the Gospel really
made known. By nature all are" children of wrath," are alienated
from GOD in their minds, are dead in sins. To" the carnal mind" the
things of the SPIRIT are foolishness. The natural man "cannot"
know them, for they are discerned spiritually alone.
_ Oh, to grace, then, what debtors are all such as have been renewed
by the HOLY GHOST in ·the spirit of their minds! How exalted is the
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privilege of the humblest disciple in the school of CHRIS:r! "All thy
children shall be taught of the LORD." That promise is, surely, enough
to satisfy our every need, dear fellow disciples. Let us, then, wait
constantly at the footstool of the GREAT REVEALER, the PROPHE'l' of the
Church, for He has the words of eternal life (John vi. 68). From the
FA'l'HER He has received authority to make known unto us His everlasting love, and grace-purposes, so that we may intelligently enter into
His thoughts and plans, and seek to be instrumental in His hands of
hasting their accomplishment. Oh, wondrous declaration 1-" Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his
lord doeth: but I have called you f1'iends " for all things that I have
p'eard of My FATHER I have made lcnown unto you" (John xv. 15).
THE EDITOR.
PROVIDENCE.

"Angels' food."-PsALM lxxviii. 25.
HE feedeth the angels
That dwell in the light,
He feedeth the ravens
As black as the night,
He feedeth the lilies
With dew undefiled,
And, sm'e, He, for love's sake,
Will feed His own child!

He guardeth the lark-broods
On earth's lowly breast,
He guardeth the eaglets
In lone lofty nest,
He guardeth the wheat-blades
'Neath snow thickly piled,
And, sure, He, for love's ~ke,
Will guard His own child!

He clothes the gay lambkins
That frisk in the leas,
He clothes the dread lions
That tramp 'mid the trees,
He clothes the mean sparrows,
So often reviled,
And, sure, He, for love's sake,
Will clothe His own child!

He guideth the star-hosts
That move in the sky,
He guideth the bird-flocks
That o'er the sea fly,
He guideth the bee-throngs
To sweets on the wild,
And, sure, He, for love's sake,
Will guide His own child.

He houses the conies
In rocks strong and sure,
He houses the foxes
In earth-holes secure,
He houses· the beavers
By water-tides mild,
And, sure, He, for love's sake,
Will house His own child!

And, sure, He who careth
For all made by Him,
Who will meet thy life-needs
In future days dim,
Whose praise is aye published
By things unbeguiled,
Should now, for His love's sake,
Be praised by His child.
ISA.

ALL the means of the Church's edification, as the Word, ministry,
and all Gospel ordinances, all which are the goods and chattels, the
household stuff of the Church universal (Paul and Apollos are theirs):
these are all of the Spirit, and blessed by Him. He wrote the Scriptures
(2 Peter i. 21), gave the prophecies (verse 13), revealed the Gospel
(Eph. v. 5), in such a manner and measure, and with such an enlargem.ent, as never before to the sons of men.-Thomas Goodwin, D.D.
3 G 2
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SINS FORGIVEN AND FORGOTTEN.
For I will be merciful to thei1' un1'ighteousness, and their sins and
their iniquities will I remember no m01'e."-HEBREws viii. 12.
WHAT marvellously gracious words are these!
From whose lips come
they ~ To whom do they refer ~ What, too, is their effect on those
to whom they blessedly apply1 Happy, thrice happy, must they be
whom the Holy Ghost has made partakers of so inestimable a benefit
as the knowledge that all their demerits have been set aside, and all
their wrong doings cancelled.
The speaker of the wondrous words is He who alone has power to
forgive sins-the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. They
come from the depths of a heart that " delighteth in mercy"
(Micah vii. 18).
They mean precisely what they say. They are
spoken by lips that cannot lie. They are penned in the hand-writing
of the living God.
They are grounded on principles of justice.
righteousness, and truth. For they involve an accepted sacrifice in
satisfaction of the sins forgiven and the iniquities forgotten. They
apply to all penitent believers in Him who "offered Himself without
spot to God" in atonement for their sins. And such charactersmade so by the Holy Ghost-are in number a multitude which no
man can estimate.
These forgiven ones it was whom John the Divine in vision beheld
.standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white
robes, and palms in their hands, who cried with a loud voice, saying,
" Salvation to our God, which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb "-" a great multitude, which no man could number, of all
nations, and kindreds, and people, ana tongues" (Rev. vii. 9, 10).
That white raiment-once red like crimson-symboli,,;ed the effect of
-the cleansing blood of Christ. "These are they which came out of
great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb. The1'efore are they before the throne of
God, and serve Him day and night in the temple." A goodly sight
that for John-himself a grace-saved sinner-to look upon! A goodly
sight, too, for you and me, dear fellow believers, to contemplate, until
ORr hearts melt in wonder, love, and praise!
"This is the heritage of
the servants of the Lord "-whose righteousness is wholly of Him who
is wholly worthy of the glory! The throne of the Three-One Jehovah
will presently, and for ever, be surrounded by the chiefest of sinne1'S
saved by the richest quality and most perfect measures of Divine
gmce. " Therefore" will they he there!
But it was in this world that the process of justifying their
guilty persons was effected. Their free-grace title to a place among
the glorified hosts in heaven was secured for them when they were yet
"dead in sins" (Eph. ii. 5). The day of acceptance, the day of salvation is "now "-" to-day." Meetness for the inheritance of the saints
in light is effected in this world, and it is written of all believers in
U
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Christ Jesus that the Fll,ther "hath made" them " meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light" (Col. i. 12). The
perfected work of Christ's atonement and redemption, apprehended by
faith, constitutes the sole but all-sufficient title to a place in the
Father's house of many mansions. "Ye are complete in Him, which
is the Head of all principality and power"-is bleslffldly true now in
the case of every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ who peruses these
lines. There are no degrees in Gospel justification. The perfect
righteousness of God, which is by faith of Jesus Christ, is unto all,
and upon all them that believe (Rom. iii. 22). There is no difference between one sinner who believes and any other. Jew or Gentile,
scarlet sinner or crimson sinner-believing in Christ crueified for
salvation-is accepted of Him, and justified freely "from all things,"
from which he could not be justified by the law of Moses (Acts xiii. 38).
It is on the ground that Christ, the .Just One, died in the place
of the unjust, and made full satis~action to God's broken law for
their transgressions, that He brings undone sinners to God. It is in
just consideration of the infinite value of the sacrifice offered by the
Redeemer that the infinitely holy God can declare of all who have
fled unto Jesus for refuge, when under Spirit-wrought conviction of
guilt: "I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins.
and iniquities will I remember no more." How truly divine is tbis
transaction of saving mercy! "If we con~ess our sins, He is faithful:
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John i. 9). Oh, poor trembling, Christ-seeking, heavy-laden
souls, hearken to the sweet message of love, "I will be merciful to
their un-righteousness!" And)f He will be, who can gainsay it ~ If
it be God who justifies, who can condemn ~ If it be Christ that died
with the imputed guilt of poor sinners upon Him, and rose again from
the dead without it-what has unbelief to say 1
And if the Lord, on principles of both justice and equity, declare
that the sins and iniquities for which atonement has been exhaustively made qy His dear Son, shall be "remembered" by Him judicially
"no more," who can bring them to His judicial recollection ~ The
sacrifices of old kept sins in remembrance, by their repetition. As
saith the Scripture, "In these sacrifices there is a 1'emgmbmnu again,
-made of sins every year" (Heb, x. 3). But the sacrifice of Christ
needed to be presented to the God of justice once only, for by it He
obtained "eternal redemption" for His people. Where are the sins
of those for whom Jesus meritoriously died ~ They have been blotted
out of the book of judgment (Isaiah xliii. 35). They have been
righteously removed from those whom Jesus represented on the tree
of curse (Psalm ciii. 11,12). They have been cast out of J.ehovah's
sight (Isaiah xxxviii. 17). As a Christian writer has reminded
believers: "God has cast all your sins into the depths of the sea,
where you cannot find them (Micah vii. 19), and behind His back
where Be cannot see them (Isaiah xxxviii. 17). He has set you,
without your sins, before His face for ever (Psalm xli. 12). Thus God is
,between us and our sins." Yes, the blood of the God-provided Lamb
.pas secured to all believers-the humblest and the least-an immediat~.
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full, divine, and eternal remission of sins. The true believer in Christ
stands before God-for justification and acceptance-without. a shadoVJ
of guilt upon Mm! He is "clean every whit." "Who, then, shall
lay anything to the charge of God's elect 1," This is the secret of
"peace with God."
"A mind at 'perfect peace' with
God!
Oh! what a word is this!
A sinner reconciled throngh
bloodThis, this indeed is peace.

" So

"By nature and by practice farHow very far from God!
Yet now by grace brought nigh
to Him,
Through faith in J esu's blood.

"So dear, so very dear to God,
More dear I cannot be,
The love wherewith He loves His
Son,
Such is His love for me.

II

nigh, so very. nigh to
God,
I cannot nearer be;
For in the person of His
Son
I am as near as He.

Why should I ever careful be,
Since such a God is mine?
He watches o'er me night and day,
And tells me, 'Mine is thine! ' "

We have a beautiful illustration of how our sin-forgiving God
forgets the blotted-out sins of His people in the fact that the transgessions
of believers recorded in the Old Testament are lIot called to remembrance in the New Testament, when their names are mentioned. Vre
read in the New Testament of "just Lot," of "faithful Abraham," of
the" patience of Job," of the faith of. Rahab. No mention is made
of Lot's terrible backsliding, of Abraham's faithless fears and sinful
prevarication, of Job's impatience, of Noah's drunkenness, of David's
fall, of Rahab's disgrace. No-a thousand times " No! " Their
transgressions were, through free grace, forgiven, and they were there-fore judicially forgotten!
Clijton.
J. O.
THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD.
is no sorrow that God's dear children must attempt to hide
from Jesus, nor any pang His members feel that is not felt by
Him, the Head. Then, in every emergency, when life is dark,
in woe, in want, in sickness; "when pain and anguish wring the
brow," when the dearest earthly affection cannot ease our trouble,
-then let us cast ourselves, with our every burden, upon the Lord.
Though we may be fatherless, widowed, childless, friendless-so
long as God is in heaven we are not orphaned j so long as Jesus
is there we are not brotherless j and to His infinite pity and
tenderness we may commit our way, "Casting all our care upon
Him, for He careth for us."-Canon Bell.

'THERE

GOD gives no grace of His Spirit to be improved by the power
of nature,_but to quell and subdue the corruptions of nature.-Mason.

The Gospel Magazine.

767

THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:_
As THE ANGEL OF GOD.
"He is altogether lovely."-SOLOMON'S SONG V. 16.
" There wrestled a Jlfan 1cith him."-GENEsIs xxxii. 24.
THE Lord Jesus Christ appeared to Old Testament saints as the
Angel of God, the Messenger of the Covenant. His loveliness in
this interesting character was strikingly revealed to Jacob more than
once, especially at Peniel, where "there wrestled a Man with him
until the breaking of the day;" speaking of whom he declares, "I
have seen God face to face" (vel'. 30).
This God-Man could have
been no other than Jehovah-Jesus. When Jacob left his father's
house as a wauderer, his God was mindful of him, and appeared to
him then in the vision of the Ladder, at Bethel. The long journey
was followed by twenty years of service under a hard master, during
which Jacob reaped some of the bitter fruits of his own sin. As he
had deceived his father, so his father-in-law deceived him. Dayand-night toil, constant trials, and perpetual conflict signalized his
sojourn at Haran. At length a way of escape was made, and in
Genesis xxxi. we are shown how Jacob's God interposed for his deliverance. After departing from Laban, Jacob saw a vision of angels. This
seemed propitious. But, he soon fell into greater distress than any
through which he had passed. Nothing short of destruction apparently
awaited him. It was-as is usually the case-just then the Lord
came. We will look a little more particularly at the circumstances
connected with
THE COMING OF THE ANGEL.
The heavenly messenger was sent to prepare Jacob for the approach
of Esau, with four hundred armed followers. All the years which
had elapsed since the brothers last met seem to have in nowise
allayed either Esau's enmity or Jacob's fear. He was now" greatly
afraid and distressed." He had no means of defence; but, exercising
as much prudence as possible, he committed himself to the Lord's
protection. He divided his company, hoping part at least might
escape. His petition is a remarkable one (Gen. xxxii. 9-12). He
reminds the Lord of His own word and promise, acknowledges the
undeserved mercies which had been vouchsafed, and begs for deliverance from present danger. He then prepared a gift wherewith to
app~ase his brother's wrath, if it might br..
Sending all his people
over the brook, he remained alone, full of gloomy forebodings, solitary and desolate. Meanwhile, night fell; and during the hours of
darkness the "Man" came.
THE ·WRESTLING.
It was a singular scene-the Man and Jacob wrestling until daybreak. This is sometimes alluded to incorrectly as "Jacob wrestling
with the Angel." It says, "There wrestled a Man with him." The
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Messenger began it. It is always Christ first in every phase of
true gracious experience. None can ever really wrestle with the
Lord in prayer but those to whom He comes first and lays hold of
by the power 6f His grace. Was it not grace that brought the
God-Man to His poor defenceless one on this occasion 1 Wrestling
denotes st~uggling on both sides. Here was JaJob striving for a
blessing, and the Angel bringing him down with hard labour.
What pains' the Lord Jesus takes to bring His children down to
His feet, and to make them "very, very low"! How is it accomplished 1
THE ANGEL'S HAND

subdued Jacob by touching" the hollow of his thigh," so that it was
"out of joint" (verse 25). This signifies that Jacob was deprived of
creature-strength. The hand of God is mighty upon all prayir g souls
to bring them to this point. The Lord's way of blessing His people
is to reduce them to utter weakness, that they'may have "no
confidence in the flesh" (Phil. iii. 3). These very humbling dispensations
lead to lowly prostration at the Saviour's feet. This is true worship.
Jacob now has no strength, but he still prays. When he could no
longer stand to wrestle, he took to
CLINGING.

He said, "I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me" (verse 26).
Here was holy, God-wrought determination! Jacob could not, and
by God's grace would not, do without the Lea'd's blessing. With
Jehovah's blessing he could face (if need be) Esau's cursing. The
"worm Jacob" (Isaiah xli. 14) sought to prevail with God.
He·
knew by past experience the lame often take the prey (Isaiah xx~iii. 23).
Hence he continued "instant in prayer" (Rom. xii. 12). He desired
the blessing from the Lord, and could not let Him go without the
favour of an assurance of deliverance from all his foes. It was a lifeand-death matter. Importunate prayer-real supplication·-was forced
from his heart. This met, as it always will meet, ,,,ith success. He
obtained
THE BLESSING.

A singular and wonderful word was spoken by the angel. A marvellous change took place, which was commemorated in a change of
his name. The wrestling Jacob became transformed into the prevailing
Israel. The blessing sought was granted. " He blessed him there"in the place of deepest humiliation (v er. 27, 28). Thus J acob
obtained a sight of God in Christ, and beheld His loveliness. He
called the name of that place Peniel, "for," said he, "I have seen God
face to face." We may surely trace something of the perfections of
the Lord Jesus in the
GRACIOUS LE~SOXS

taught us by this most interesting narrative of His dealings with
J acob. They are these :-1. The Lord's people conquer by being overcome. When deprived
of their own strength they prevail in prayer.
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2. Divine strength is here displayed as being made perfect in the
creature's weakness.
3. All a Christian's victories must be gained at the throne of grace.
Jacob prevailed there previously to meeting Esau, and then he found
the Lord had gone before him and made his enemy to be at peace
with him (Prov. xvi. 7).
4. The worm's faith rises triumphantly above his fears, and grace
abounds over sin (Rom. v. 20).
5. W'eakest saints prevail most in prayer in their weakest moments.
When they can do nothing else but cling to Jesus, the richest blessing
is bestowed. How lovely is the Lord Christ in His dealings (as the
Angel of God) with His Jacobs!
Bath.
E. C.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY1"
(ESTHER x.)

(Contimted from page 711.)

"AND the king Ahasuerus laid a tribute upon the land and upon the
sea." Thus he manifested the greatness of his power and might:
was he not ruler.' over a vast dominion, and had a right to enforce a
tribute upon both 1 How much more the blessed and only Potentate,
King of kings, and Lord of lords, the Creator of all things, upholding
all things by the word of His power ~ He demands a tribute of praise
and thanksgiving, the first-fruits of the land, a free-will offering from
His subjects, who, constrained by His mercies, ".present their bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is our reasonable
service." Oh that we may never forget this tribute, because "the love
of Christ constraineth us," and every consideration of how much we
owe to Him who created and new-created our souls, "who daily loadeth
us with benefits," providentially and preservatively, calls for fresh
tribute continually. But when we come to redemption theme we
are lost in wonder at the amazing extent of obligation; the current coin
upon which we exist so manifestly bears His image and superscription, that not to render tribute to Him would be robbery indeed!
Is He transforming us by the renewing of our minds, impressing His
image upon us, so that others take knowledge of us that we have
been with Jesus 1 what tribute can we pay for priceless blessing like
that 1 Lord, take our all; we would be Thine, body, soul, and
spirit! So shall we be "a kind of first-fruits of His creatures"
(James i. 18).
There is a sense in which our glorious King lays a tribute upon
the sea, and it yields Him a rich revenue! "The sea is His, and He
made it." "He commandeth and raiseth the stormy wind." At His
will the sea of affiiction surrounds tile favoured subject of His grace,
and there is no escaping from it.
'Wave upon wave roll over the
flOUI.
Sorrow, pain, anguish distract the feeble frame; "The fiery
trial that is to try you" is to yield Him t1·ibute. How many a feeble
frame, called to face the ordeal of lying upon the operating board, has
glorified the Lord in the fires, and paid homage to our Liege of no
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ordinary sovereignty, the highest, the most refined acknowledgment
of subjection, an acquiescent will, which can sing" Thou sweet beloved will of God,
:My ailChor-ground, my fortress
hill,
:Mv spirit's silent, fair abode,
In Thee I hide me and am still.
"0 Will, that willest good alone,
Lead Thou the way, Thou
guidest best;
A little child, I follow on,
And trusting, lean upon Thy
breast.
"Thy beautiful, sweet will, my
God,
Holds fast in its sublime embrace
:My captive will, a gladsome bird,
Prisoned in such a realm of
grace.

"Within this place of certain
good
Love evermore expands her
wings,
Or nestling in Thy perfect choice,
Abides content with what it
brings.
"0 lightest burden, sweetest yoke!
It lifts, it bears my happy soul,
It giveth wings to this poor heart;
:My freedom is Thy grand
control.
" Upon God's will I lay me down,
As child upon its mother's
breast·
No silken co~ch, nor softest bed,
Could ever give me such deep
rest.

"Thy wonderful grand will, my God,
With triumph now I make it mine;
And faith shall cry a joyous Yes!
To every dear command of Thine."
"A tribute upon the sea." Have we not been permitted to see it
paid, again and again 1 the brightening countenance testifying to His
faithfulness, placid even during acute suffering.
One instance
recently, in which the very words above quoted were in mind as a
supporting staff. "Upon God's will I lay me down" upon the operation board, and all the shadows of doubt and mists of unbelief that
till then had encompassed the soul fled away in the sunsbine of His
realized presence.
We often hear it remarked how numerous are the cases, how multiplied the forms of disease in the present day needing the surgeon's
knife; may we allege as a reason to account for it, that the King of
all the earth and ocean is laying His tribute on the sea, the stormy
sea of physical agony and mental disquietude, and so the number of
His subjects who yield to Him a revenue of glory and praise is
greatly increased 1 "In the multitude of people is the King's honour."
It is a consideration calculated to still the intern~l tumult as to the
reason why such nery tri3.1 is permitted, and lead the feeble sufferer to
a sense of more intimate fellowship with the Man of sorrows, and to
strengthen the conviction "that as ye are partakers of the sufferings,
so shall ye be also of the consolation" (2 Cor. i. 7).
.
"Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is
to try you, as though some strange thing happened ~tnto you: but
rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings ; that, when
His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding
joy" (1 Peter iv. 12, 13). Words that have met many an anguished
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case, the very first word soothing with intense meaning, language,
would fail to describe.
"For this cause pay ye tribute also, for they are God's ministers
attending continually upon this very thing," is another aspect of
truth to be gleaned from this Word of God, which historically records
the simple fact of the Medo-Persian monarch having laid a tribute
upon land and sea"! How very few would treat the tax collectors as
" God's ministers"! Hence we learn that he who desires to do the
will of God from the heart will cheerfully render to all their dues,
tribute to whom tribute is due, nor seek to evade or shirk the payment, nor make them call again unnecessll.rily. "Withhold not good
from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand
to do it. Say not, Go, and come again, and to-morrow I will give;
when thou hast it by thee" (Prov. iii. 27, 28). Our Divine Lord and
Master has given us a notable. "example that we should follow His
steps."
At Capernaum "they that received tribute money came
to Peter, and said, Doth not your Master pay tribute 7 (half shekel,
R.V.). Jesus could have claimed exemption, that tribute being the half
shekel by which Hebrews acknowledged God's sovereignty over them
yearly. "The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give
less than half a shekel when they give an offering to the Lord, to
make an atonement for your souls" (Exod. xxx. 15). In every way
the Son was free from obligation. He at once miraculously provided
a shekel (didrachma), and left the unutterable sweetness of Divine
partnership on record for the benefit of other tribute prayers, who
know not where to find it, and so look to Him to provide the meanR,
with the strong plea, He has given which is "the same yesterday
and to-day," "for ME and thee."
This was the Godward aspect of tribute, and by the penny with Cresar's
image and superscription He taught incontrovertibly' the duty,
"Render unto Cresar the things that are Cresar's, and unto God the
things which are God's." "Ye are bought with a price, therefore
glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's.
" And all the acts of his power and of his might, and the declaration
of the greatness of Mordecai, whereunto the king advanced him,
are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings
of Media and Persia 7" Here is a most important divine attestation
of the historical accuracy of the events recorded by inspiration
in the Book of Esther. It is of paramount consequence that we
should adhere to the literal statements of God's Word with tenacity,
holding fast the truth therein revealed. Is it not LUTHER who
has said, the plain grammatical sense of Scripture is to be
maintained 7 The literal sense is as a solid rock of truth, against
which the shafts of infidelity are spent in vain, yet there is "the
deep that coucheth beneath," the deep things of God, which the
natural man receiveth not, neither can he know them but by the
Spirit. Happy are we to whom God hath revealed them by
His Spirit, so that we are able beneath the literal to trace the
spiritual and experimental teaching, have opened eyes to discern
the typical aspect, and are led on to realize the Lord's promise,
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"He will show you things to come," even the prophetic view. But
if we insist on spiritualizing every portion of the Word, we should
certainly pass over the actual fulfilment of such as Zechariah ix. 9 j
for thongh it is spiritually true that the King of Zion does ride
majestically upon, rein in and control many a will as stubborn as that
creature is proverbially, yet the King of Zion coming to Jerusalem
did actually ride upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass j and
this fact should guide our expectation of future events, EO as not
to explain away every prediction, while we enjoy a spiritual deep
couching beneath for present meditation. On the other hand, if we
so tenaciously hold the literal only, we miss the profounder instruction. Thus the narrative of facts about Hagar and Ishmael is
circumstantially true; they are not like characters in a story-book,
imaginative (audit is to be regretted that Old Testament records
are so often spoken of as "stories "),. yet the Spirit of inspiration,
by the pen of the Apostle Paul, teaches us, "He who was of the
bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he who was of the freewoman was by promise. Which things are an allegory: for these are
the two Covenants." That bondwoman and her son represent all
who are under the bondage Qf the Covenant of works, under the
curse of a broken law, and finally "cast out," and such are ever
persecutors of the children of promise; thereby giving us a test
to which Covenant we belong, and an example for our study of
other Old Testament Scriptures.
Thus in the power and might of Ahasuerus we see the majesty
of heaven, and in the declaration of the greatness of Mordecai, whereunto the king advanced him, "we see Jesus crowned with glory
and honour," advanced to the right hand of the throne in the
heavens; we see the Man of sorrows, acquainted with grief, in the
man of bitter bruising, who uttered the exceeding great and bitter
cry for the woes of His people, focussed upon Him. "Wherefore
God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name that is
above every name, and that every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father."
"The declaration of the grea:tness of Mordecai" is the theme of
the Father's delight as regards "the Man of His right hand." " I
will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto Me, Thou art My
Son j this day have I begotten Thee." The Lord said unto my
Lord, Sit Thou at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies
Thy footstool" (Psalm cx. 1).
"For Mordecai the Jew was next unto king Ahasuerus." A li,ely
type of our exalted Mediator. ., For He must reign till He hath put
all enemies under His feet." " But now we see not yet all things
put under Him" (Heb. ii. 8).
He is subduing the hearts of
His people now.
The King hath "advanced Him" for the
purpose. "He shall have dominion from sea to sea, from the ri;ver
unto the ends of the earth" (Psalm lxxii.) It is not so yet; we are
constrained to believe it is prophetic-yet to be fulfilled upon this
earth, in the millennial reign of Christ, "in the times of restitution
})f all things " to their original standing, as the word implies, and before
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the time when "there shall be no more sea." Every clause as we
proceed confirms this conviction.
,. And great among the Jews." .Not yet. We have some notable
instances; their number rapidly lllcreases. The Scriptures, in their
own language, are being circulated widely, but, as a race of people, how
they scorn Him! How little Jesus Christ is in their estimation, and
they are almost ready to scorn those who would Rpeak of Him, and
in their ignorance boast they never give up their religion-yet they
have none! for the Word by Hosea is true to-day, "For the children
of Israel shall abide many days without a king and without a prince,
and without a sacrifice, and without an image, and without an ephod,
and without teraphim." How literally true it is. So will the following
be : " Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the Lord
their God, and David their king; and shall fear the Lord and His
goodness in the latter days" (Hosea iii. 5). "He shall be great, and
shall be called the Son of the Highest, and the Lord God shall give
unto Him the throne of His father David: and He shall reign over
the house of Israel for ever; and of His kingdom there shall be no end"
(Luke i. 32, 33).
" And accepted of the multitude of his brethren." There must be
a twofold aspect here; one going on fulfilling now, another yet future;
for the Scripture cannot be broken, and the language of Romans xi.
is very emphatic in its reference to the Jews, as, nationally, the
Spirit of inspiration points to "the fall of them" as being" the riches of
the world," the diminishing of them as "the riches of the Gentiles," and
asks, "How much more their fulness 1" " If the casting of them away
be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be
but life from the dead 7" There are" branches broken off" that the
Gentiles might be graffed in-" How much more shall these which be
the natural branches be graffed in to their own olive tree again 1"
" And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come
out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob."
" All Israel." There is a spiritual sense in which the name Israel, prince
of God and with God, applies to all believers, Jew or Gentile, for
they are Israelites indeed, wrestlers and prevailers; but lest we should
lose sight of their nationality here, the name Jacob is distinctive, and
it is added, "For this is My covenant unto them, when I shall take
away their sins. As concerning the election they are beloved for the
fathers' sakes" (Rom. xi. 27, 28). We are graciously permitted to
revel in the universality of "the Israel of God," and claim" all the
promises of God as Yea and Amen in Him, unto the glory of God by
us." "The Lord sent a word unto Jacob, and it hath lighted upon
Israel" (Isaiah ix. 8). But we must not fail to recognize predictions
that belong to God's ancient people, the natural i:!eed of Abraham, the
Jews. Our glorious Lord shall yet be "great among the Jews." Let
us hasten the day by prayer for their conversion, and by putting the
Scriptures into their hands, so shall He be great in their estimation.
"And accepted of the multitude of his brethren." Like Joseph,
He is "despised and rejected" of them, the very reverse of
"accepted." "He came _unto His own, but His own received Him
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not. But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become
the sons of God, even to them that believe on His Name: which
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God" (John i. 11-13).
Thus we see how the relationship came about. He, the only
begotten Son of God and His brethren, sons of God by the new
birth. "As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the
sons of God," and have the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry,
Abba, Father." "God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son." But as a gift is not ours till we accept it, we
may receive it thankfully, we may ungraciously reject it! "He
that rejecteth Mc and receiveth not My words, hath one that
judgeth him." Thus we see that accepting, receiving, and believing
are all descriptive of the same act of the soul, by which the Son
of God is welcomed in the heart of His brethren, as He is set
forth in the Word of God, as the Saviour of sinners, the Brother
born for adversity, who, " Forasmuch as the children are
partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of
the same. Wherefore in all things it behaved Him to be made like
unto His brethren that He might be a merciful and faithful High
Priest. For both He that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are
all of one; for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren"
(Heb. ii. 14, 17, 11). 0 wondrous Kinsman! accepted of multitudes
under the preaching of the Apostles and throughout the world in
the centuries that have passed since, Thou wast "declared to be the
Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by the
resurrection from the dead." Yea," so many as the stars of heaven
for multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable."
" These all died in faith."
John in Patmos beheld them in vision,
"A great multitude which no man could number, of all nations and
kindreds, and people, and tongues," ascribing "Salvation unto our
God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb."
Still the prophetic aspect remains, for "we see not yet" Jesus
"accepted of the mu~titude of His brethren," but we anticipate the
day, "for the mouth of the Lord bath spoken it," "when the
eyes of man, as of all the tribes of Israel, shall be towards the Lord"
(Zech. ix. 1); when "He that scattered Israel will gather him
and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock" (Jer. xxxi. 10). It is
sure as the ordinances of heaven, yea, as the faithful Witness in
heaven-a heart-warming theme, yet time would fail to pursue it here.
"Seeking the wealth of his people." We cannot proceed without
noticing the present participle; the tenses of Scripture are so very
important. We often delight in the finished work of Christ, who
can insist on the perfection and completeness of His atoning sacrifice.
" It is finished." "By one offering He hath perfected for ever them
that are sanctified." "After He had offered one sacrifice for sins
for ever, sat down on the right hand of God." Yet there "He ever
liveth to make intercession for us," and "seeking the wealth of
His people.'! . It is like J oseph's testimony, "I seek my brethren.
fell me where they feed their flocks "-not an action past and
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ended, but always true, in both cases indicating the ceaseless work
of the great Antitype of Joseph and lVIordecai. "Let the Lord be
magnified which hath pleasure in the prosperity of His servants"
(Psalm xxxv. 7). Yet wealth, as we regard it, is so little the portion
of His people generally, that we might be ready to doubt the
analogy here, and facts would seem to contradict the assertion. The
Apostle John, in his salutation of Gaius, throws light upon the truth =
"Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and
be in health, even as thy soul prospereth," teaching Ul;, what
experience confirms continually, that the soul thrives most when the
body is wasted with disease, worn \vith pain or sorrow, and that
sometimes (yea, often) abundance of wealth and earthly good
things is attended with a dreadful soul-sinking, even extending
to a loathing of the heavenly manna, or at least the absence of
a keen relish for divine and spiritual food. "The full soul loatheth
the honey comb," there is no hungering and thirsting after
righteousnsss, no desire for the sincere milk of the 'Word. Then
it is of necessity that He who seeks the wealth of His people
must create appetite by withholding for a season "dainty meat";
that which has caused repletion being denied, that a healthy craving
may succeed, and then in tender love bestowing a bountiful supply
out of His storehouse of fulness. "Seeking the 'wealth of His
people." What wealth ~ Not sordid gold and silver-perishable
possessions. Our Lord contrasts these, calling it the mammon of
unrighteousness, with "the true riches," even "durable riches and
righteousness." "My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold;
and my revenue than choice silver." "I will cause them that love
me to inherit substance, and I will fill their treasures." "The
unsearchable riches of Christ" are secmed in His hand for His
people, where no thief can rob them or subtle foe spoil them, and
as their heavenly Banker, He bids them draw from Him their
"spending money" by cheques which will never be dishonoured
and labelled "no effects." He is the mighty Man of wealth, the
Kinsman-Redeemer, dealing with His people as Boaz diJ with
Ruth, giving them leave to glean in His fields, bestowing handfuls
of purpose by His servants' hands, and reaching the dried corn
with His own hand, caring for daily provision, and giving "six
measures of meal," a supply for the six working days of life, and
as MOORHOUSE said, only withholding the perfect measure, seven,
because on the morrow He would unite her to Himself, and then,
,; All that I have is Thine."
Our earthly father may not always have given us as much as we
thought we should need to expend in moving to and fro during our
absence from his roof, but he was sure to send us sufficient for our
journey home, for he loved to have his children around him. " If yethen being evil know how to give good gifts unto your children, how
much more shall your heavenly Father give good things to them
that ask Him 1"
"And speaking peace to all his seed"-His seed!
" Wh(}
shall declare His- generation 1"
There is no genealogical tree

776

The Gospel Magazzne.

by which it can be traced, for Scripture is silent, and that silence is
expressive, for it is additional testimony to the typical light upon this
unique chapter of four verses with world-wide application, and all
Christ·ward.
His brethren, His people, His seed, and yet like
Melchisedec, he is "without descent."
" Now consider how great
this man was," this Mordecai, "whom the king delighteth to honour,"
raised to be, next unto the king, and able to continue "speaking
peace to all his seed;" yet we have had a glimpse of the multitude
of his brethren, as well as how numerous his people, widely spread
throughout the king's dominions, requiring to be reached with the
" glad tidings" by so many and varied instrumentalities, and now the
final clause implies a prolific offspring. There are two other portions
()f the prophetic Word that dovetail with this: "When Thou shalt
make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall
prolong His days" (Isaiah liii. 10). So when He hung upon the cross,
He saw through the vistas of past and future all His true spiritual
seed. " He shall be Son, to continue His Father's name for ever;"
or as the R.V. rendering is, "His name shall continue [have issue] as
long as the sun" (Psalm lxxii. 17, margin), both pointing to the Person
in whom the promise made to Abraham of an innumerable seed is
fulfilled, for none but a Divine Person could be continually "speaking peace to all His seed."
" Speaking peace." "The Word that God sent unto the children of
Ismelj preaching peace by Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all)" (Acts x. 36).
"For He is our peace, who hath made both one [Jew and Gentile]"
(Eph. ii. 14). And" having made peace through the blood of His
cross" (Col. i. 20). "And came and preached peace to you which were
affar off, and to them that were nigh. For through Him we both have
access by one Spirit unto the Father" (Eph. ii. 17, 18). "Therefore,
being justified by faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord
Jesus Christ." Beloved, has He spoken peace to you_Cl Thy sins be
forgiven thee. Go in peace" 7 Can you say with Daniel, " 'Yet heard I
the voice of His wm'ds'? It was the very Word of God applied
powerfully, applied to my need with a soothing, comforting, heartwarming effect 7" or do you say, " 'Thou that dwellest in the gardens, the
companions hearken to Thy voice; cause me to hear it' 7 'Say unto
my soul, I am thy salvation' 7 'Peace I lea,e with you, My peace I give
unto you; not as the world giveth give I unto you 7 These things have I
spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have peace'" 7 A child forgiven
and reconciled to its Father and assured of His pardoning love, has no
fear in coming near to Him and having constant intercourse. Peace is
established: it flows on like a river. Such is "the peace of God,
which passeth all understanding."
Greater than Mordecai! speak peace to all our hearts, and assure
us thereby that we are of the blessed number of Thy brethren, Thy
people, Thy seed. "He will speak peace to His people; and to His
saints" (Psalm lxxxv. 8). Graciously bless this feeble effort to extol
Thee; winnow with Thy fan, and make like chaff of the threshing-floor,
1vhatever has not been in accordance with "the mind of the Spirit."
Leicester.
MARY.
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WELL-SPRINGS.

"Remembe?' the Word unto Thy servant, upon which Thou hast caused
me to hope."-PsALlII cxix. 49.
IT is a good, healthy, and heart-satisfying exercise of the spiritual life

to be kept pleading the promises of our God made to His redeemed
children. It places them in their right position as suppliants, yet
suppliants of a holy boldness, which claims a performance of the
Word given in promise, as putting the holy, just, and righteous God,
who cannot lie, to the test, and reminding Him of His own Word
unto His servants, and, upon that Word given them, to hope for a
verification, and. believe Him "faithful that promised, and who will
also do it." "God has spoken once in His holiness; yea, twice have I
heard this, that power belongeth unto God," and the result of that power
is that" Salvation belongeth unt0 the Lord: Thy blessing is upon
Thy people." This is He who is your God, beloved, and the God of all
the promises in and for you, 0 favoured children of the Most High!
"Remember the 'Vord unto Thy servant, upon which Thou hast
caused me to hope." This Yvord has been given the writer at a severe
testing time, when placed in a position of extreme difficulty as to how
to act; nay, being totally unable to take a single step in the matter,
and with the honour of her Lord at stake, with no way out of it but
to look up, and, placing the matter "too hard" for His poor feeble
child in His hands, handing the whole concern with its various
intricacies over to His all-wise management, carrying the burden and
laying it at His feet, and, amid much severe testing. Again and again
was the writer enabled to remind the Lord that the matter thus given
over was entirely His, and the pleading on that ground to His own glory
as a delivering God. But there is no need to enlarge. Each spiritually
taught reader has had many a like experience, and after obeying by faith
the command to "stand still and see the salvation of God," has seen the
heavens shine forth, in His own divine and wonder working way, of the
blue of God's love, and in the sunshine of His smile, His children
have proved" the peaceable fruits" of yet another "afterward" of all
His faith-testing, yet faithful dealings in grace. The lesson thus
learnt is wholesome and profitable, and has its lasting and God-honouring results. Every word of our God must be tried; every promise
dated for a specific object, and time must have its waiting season, but
when the fulfilment of the same comes, and the Word is ratified upon
which His servant has been caused to confide, how glad, how
joyous to the heart, how sweet the then experience of Jesus speaking
to His tried servant: "Said I not unto thee, if thou wouldest believe
thou shouldest see the glory of God ~"
Thus the result, "Go home to thy friends," go forth from yet another
place of blessing to thy brethren, "and tell how great things the Lord
hath done for thee." "And we are His witnesses of these things, and
so also is the Holy Ghost." The plea has been made, the promise
breathed upon the plea, the wrestling, the burden-rolling, the cries
and groans and tears, and then! Yes, and then the delivering hand
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of our God has been uplifted in His own time and way. He has (not
one moment too soon nor too late) interposed, and just at the last
distressing hour, your God has shown delivering power, and appeared to
your joy and caused you to prove" His lovingkindness, oh, how gl'eat!"
What then 1 Is there not an incumbent duty, a parallel privilege ~
"Ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord." " What I have told you in
the darkness, that proclaim ye in the light." Thankfulness becometh
His favoured childrp.n. Gratitude is, or should ~be, attendant upon
deliverance, and praise shall yet wait for Thee, 0 our God, out of Thy
favoured Zion.
" Tell of His wondrous faithfulness"
And sound His power abroad;
Sing the sweet promise of His ,grace,
And the performing God."
"Remember Thy Word unto Thy servant." The Psalmist is claiming
the children's privilege of reminding God of His Word. And it is no
small word that has ever passed Jehovah's lips concerning His elect.
There is nothing insignificant in one jot or tittle of His promises, but
all, from the least to the greatest, are settled once and for ever in
heaven, and therefore, as looked upon by the Ancient of Days Himself,
must be of divine and lasting value. God's remembrance of His
oath is His servants' hope in pleading; God's quickening power, in
and by that Word, is his comfort in all his affiiction. Now, snch a
state of present satisfaction is arrived at as His children abide in
living union. It is there we get to know His mind and will concerning us, and are satisfied with the fulfilling of it as our great
recompense of reward. What a wonderful assertion concerning this
favoured people do we get in Deuteronomy iv. 7, "For what nation
is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the Lord our
God is in all things that we call upon Him for 1"
Every grace is tried but to prove His faithfulness, and tested to cause
our confidence to remain, not only unsh:Jken, but the more deeply
rooted and settled in that infinite wisdom which ca=ot err, and that
love that cannot be unkind. But this is only imnought of the Holy
Spirit, whose gracious plan and operation are those of "line upon line,
precept upon precept, here a little and there a little," It is all of
grace j and, irrespective of the work of grace in a soul, all is failure,
disappointment, and death. We trust not any man in whom is not
the grace of God, and we trust not even that man's grace, but the
God who gives and sustains it, since" none can keep alive his own
soul." " Kept" is the golden word of grace written in the blessed
experience of every living soul who is found abiding in living, loving
union with the Lord his God.
" He giveth more grace," was a message lovingly sent by a beloved
friend in the Lord to the writer recently. And it was abundantly
and blessedly proved in the soul's experience the next day, when a
season of barrenness, desolation, and emptiness was being deplored,
and the soul, under those circumstances (for when God giveth us to
see our need, beloved, we never rest until His grace supplieth that
need), was crying unto God for a renewal of the light of His
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countenance, and pleading His Word, upon which He had caused His
servant to hope.
What a dependence and longing had the Psalmist ever unto that
Word! "I have hoped in Thy Word," he says; "My soul fainteth for
Thy salvation, but I hope in Thy Word." And see how in a still
deeper experience he proved that his expectation of the Lord was no
vain one, nor ever will it be to His needy, waiting, seeking children:
"I cried unto Thee; save me, and I shall keep Thy testimonies. I
prevented the dawning of the morning, and cried; I hoped in Thy
Word. , • .
Thou al·t nea?", 0 Lord, and all Thy commandments
are truth."
"Did ever trouble yet befall,
And He refuse to hear thy call?"
Beloved, may you and I take this holy, great privilege more and more
into lively exercise, and plead the Word of our God unto His children.
Let us be more diligent in seeking for fresh supplies of grace; let
us be oftener reminding Him of past favours, and praising Him for
the word of promise which says, "Thou shalt see greater things than
these." May we be kept in the attitude of expectant faith, and count
upon His faithfulness, who cannot deny Himself, and who gives
willingly, not sparingly, from the fulness of Himself, that fills and
satisfies, and proves to His needy children the truth of His own
promise, now, "No good thing will He withhold from them that
walk uprightly."
"0 wonderful story of deathless love,
Each child is dear to that heart above!
He fights for me when I cannot fight;
He comforts me in the gloom of night;
He lifts the burden, for He is strong;
He stills the sigh, and awakes the song;
The sorrows that bear me down He shares,
And loves and pardons because He cares.
"Let all who are sad take heart again,
We are not alone in our hours of pain;
Our Father looh from His throne above,
To soothe and comfort us with His love.
He leaves us not when the storms are high,
And we have safety, for He is nigh;
Can that be trouble which He doth share?
Oh, rest in peace for the Lord will care."

R.

THE PRECIOUS WORD OF GOD.
Word of God is a sweet defence against all the troubles and
adversities which can befall the Christian's soul. While it covers his
head from danger, it also preserves his heart from the chilling impressions of sin and sorrow. It graciously refreshes his inner man, supports his tempted spirit, and prepares him for a more abundant
eduction of the fruits of righteousness, which are by Christ Jesus.THE
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PASTORAL NOTES.
A MAN AFTER GOD'S OWN HEART.

"The Lord hath sought Him a man after His own heart."1 SAMUEL xiii. 14.
WHAT an honour to be thus described! This statement only occurs
once in the Old Testament, and it is quoted once in the New Testament
(Acts xiii. 22), as referring to king David.
It is a statement which has been grossly misused. Scoffers have
referred to it with derision, and contemptuously asked, in reference to
David's faults and sins, "Is this the man after God's own heart?"
But they have altogether missed the mark. The statement does not for
a moment imply that David was by any means perfect, or that the Lord
·thought little of, or ignored his faults and sins. The words which are
added to it, where it is quoted in the Acts of the Apostles, namely,
" which shall fulfil all My will," distinctly imply a totally different
· sense in which it is to be understood, and in which the Prophet Samuel
used it, namely, as referring to the manner in which David would rule
God's people. Saul would not rule God's people according to God's will,
· but David did, and he did it faithfully all the days of his life. Hence
it is that we find that he said in his "last words," when he was
-probably reviewing the events of his remarkable life, "The God of
Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, He that ruleth over men
must be just, ruling in the fear of God." In quoting these words at
such a time, he seems to imply that he had acted in accordance with
them during his long reign; and it is on this account that he is
held up to the admiration of his successors in the monarchy j as, for
example, when the Lord said to Solomon, "If thou wilt walk before
Me, as David thy father walked, in integrity of heart, and in uprightness, to do according to all that I have commanded thee, and
wilt keep My statutes and My judgments, then I will establish the
throne of thy kingdom upon Israel for ever," &c. (1 Kings ix. 4, 5).
Of course, also, we know that as David was a type of Christ, the
statement as referring to his great A nti-type was unquestionably true
in every respect j and that "the Man Christ Jesus," perfect man as
well as perfect God, proved Himself to be throughout the whole of
His earthly life, "a Man after God's own heart j" one in whom the
Father was always" well-pleased."
.: But regarding the statement as literally referring to king David's
life and character, independently of his public ruling over God's people,
may we not see several particulars which support and confirm the
statement, and may we not consider those particulars as being in some
respects applicable to ourselves, and as suggestive of ways in which we
may seek to please, and to find favour in the sight of, the Lord?
It has been said that "No more difficult life-proolem has been
given to mere man than was given to king David to solve.
Look under what trying conditions his heart was kept subject
to the fear of God.
One day we find him a shepherd
lad, the next the hero of Israel, and in rapid succession court
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musician, king's son·in-law, the freebooter of the wilderness, the leader
of outlaws, the mercenary soldier, the monarch, the exile, and finally
the monarch again. . . . . Failure is no sin, faithlessness is; and,
judged by this standard, there may be more of the grace of God,
more of the divinest moral energy, more conscience, reason, and love
admitted into the heart, and shaping the life of a man fighting, like
David, against the infirmities of his flesh, and the savage bias of his
nature, though the fighting be sometimes unsuccessful, than in the
heart and life of many a saint to whom goodness comes (comparatively
speaking) easy."
The statement, however, we reiterate, that he was "a man after
God's own heart," cannot be understood to imply that David'g
character was perfect; it was by no means so, he had many and
great faults, and those faults are clearly brought before 11S in God's
'Yord. But at the same time he had many and great virtues. For
example, there is no doubt thatI.-HE TRULY LOVED AND FEARED THE LORD. There can be no mistake about this.
"I lo\'e the Lord," he said, "because He hath
heard the voice of my humble petitions," "I will love Thee," he said"
"0 Lord my strength," &c., as if he were determined to stir himself
up to an increase and a continuance of his love.
So again the Lord
said of him, "Because he hath set his love upon Me, therefore will I
deliver him," &0. And as he loved the Lord, so he loved His Word,
His house, and His service. "Oh, how I love Thy law," he said,
"therein is my meditation all the day;" "I was glad, when they said
unto me, Let us go up to the house of the Lord; our feet shall stand
within thy gates, 0 Jerusalem." Similarly he feared the Lord; "In
Thy fear," he said, "will I worship toward Thy holy temple j " "I
am a companion of all them that fear Thee;" and because he loved
and feared the Lord, he rendered Him a willing obedience. Hence he
is described as being "a man after God's own heart."
How is it with us in this respect 7 Do we love the Lord 1 Have
we been enabled by Divine grace to believe in His love to us, and so
been constrained to love Him in return 7 And has that love been
united to a filial fear, and that love and fear been manifested, in
some mea.sure at least, in a willing obedience 7 Happy for us if it be so.
Again, we may be sure that David2.-HATED SIN, AND TRULY REPENTED OF IT. 'We know that he
grievously fell into sin, but only once. It is distinctly said that he
"did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord, and turned not
aside from anything that He commanded him all the days of his life,
sa,e only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite" (1 Kings xv. 5). The
numbering of the people was more an indiscretion than a sin, and it
was apparently permitted because I)f the sins of the people of Israel.
But how truly David repented of his sin! Could any words express
repentance more deeply than the words of his 51st Psalm 7 And how
severely also was he punished for it! Otherwise-apart from this
great fall-he was evidentl,y a man who abhorred sin in every shape
and form, and used all his influence against it. See what he says in
his l01st Psalm; "I will set no wicked thing before me, I will not
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know a wicked person; he that worketh deceit shall not dwell v;ithin
my house; he that telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight," &c. There
is all the difference between being once overcome by a powerful temptation, and afterwards bitterly regretting and avoiding it, and
deliberately following a long course of sin and having no regret or
remorse for doing so, except perhaps on account of its punishment. In
this respect, in his hatred of sin, and true godly sorrow for it, we
may believe that David was" a man after God's own heart."
Are we like him in this respect 1 Have we been taught the
"exceeding sinfulness of sin 1" Have we perceived, in some measure,
its fearful consequences? Have we realized what it cost the Son of
God 1 Have we listened to a Divine voice saying, "Oh, do not this
abominable thing which I hate" 1 And when we have fallen, and
given way to it, have we sought, in all ea'rnestness, sincerity, and
true contrition, a Father's gracious forgiveness 1 Let us rejoice if it
be so.
Further, we may observe that king David was3.-A REUARKABLY COURAGEOUS MAN. There could be no doubt
about his courage.
It was shown in his youth, in defending his
father's sheep; it was shown in his early manhood, in meeting Goliath
of Gath; it WIl.S shown in his numerous wars, and it evidently stimulated his followers to perform the most heroic deeds. It was manifested even in his old age, when he was as ready as ever to lead his
troops into battle, if his people had permitted him to do so. And
we know what was the foundation of his courage, namely, his implicit
trust in the Lord. It was this which nerved his arm, and took away
all fear, and enabled him to say without pride or boasting, "The
Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear 1 The
Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid 1 Though
an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though
war should rise against me, in this will I be confident."
Does he not set an example in this particular to all the Lord's deal'
people 1 Surely every child of God ought to be courageous. " The
wicked," we are told, "flee when no man purslleth, but the righteous
is bold as a lion." What has the righteous to fear 1 With an omnipotent God to defend him, loved with an everlasting love, watched
over with an unceasing care, guarded by angels both by day and by
night, and all things working together for his good; surely he need
have no other fear than the fear of God, and he ml.\Y bid defiance to
all his enemies. The command given so forcibly to Joshua may be
understood as being given to eveq believer, "Only be thou strong
and very courageous. Have not I commanded thee 1 Be strong and
of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed."
Again, David was4.-A REUARKABLY HONOURABLE MAN. He seems to have been of a
noble disposition, and the littlenesses and meannesses which spoil some
characters, like dead flies in precious ointment, were not discernable
in him. What a difference there was between him and Saul in this
respect! Saul could be fired with the most bitter jealousy simply
because some singing women spoke of David's deeds in higher terms
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of praise than of his, but David would never have been thus affected.
See his conduct when Saul was accidentally in his power, and when he
might easily have rid himself of him-a vicious and crafty enemy;
how many persons under similar circumstances would have gladly
taken advantage of such an opportunity, but David was too honourable to do so. See how he mourned over Sau1's untimely end, and at
the murder of Sau1's General, Abner, although both events paved the
way to his own advancement. See his action with regard to Araunah,
and the latter's generous offer at a time of great national need. David
need not have hesitated to accept that offer, especially when it was not
for his own benefit merely, but for the benefit of all his people; nevertheless he refused it with the statement, "1 will not offer to the Lord
that which costs me nothing." May we not see in this an additional
reason why he was" a man after God's own heart" 1
Is he not in this respect also an example 1 Surely every truebeliever ough.t to be, as it were, "the soul of honour." He ought to
be marked by a nobility of character, aim, and purpose which raises.
him above the paltry meannesses, the petty jealousies, the wretched
subterfuges, and the questionable practices which, alas! are so common
in the world.
Another striking fact, and closely allied to the last-named one,.
was5.-HIS UNSELFISHNESS. David was a remarkably unselfish man.
For example, when he knew that the sword of the destroying angel'
was stretched out over Jerusalem, after he had numbered his people,.
instead of making excuses for his conduct, as some would have done,
or casting the blame upon others, he cast all the blame upon himself,
and he was willing that the Divine wrath should be wholly visited
upon him and his family. "1 have sinned," he said, "1 have done'
very foolishly, but these sheep, what have they done 1 Let Thine
hand, 1 pray Thee, be against me, and against my father's house."
What a striking instance of unselfishness! So when he proposed to·
build the temple at Jerusalem, and evidently had set his heart upon
it, but was prevented from doing so, and told that his son would build
it instead, intensely disappointing as the intimation must have been,
it seemed to make no difference to him. Have we not known numerous
cases of the very opposite 1 For example, a suggestion has been made
that such and such a person should be asked to join in some excellent
project, but the reply is, "Oh, it is not the slightest use asking him
unless you place him at the head of it, or unless you can get him to
imagine that he O1'iginated it." Or, when some such project has been
started, and is going on in a successful manner, a chief promoter withdraws from it, and will have nothing further to do with it, because
his ideas respecting it are not exactly carried out, or his
wishes consulted in every particular. David did not act thus. He
did not say, "As 1 am not allowed to build the temple, and 1 shall
never see a stone of it laid, I will have nothing to do with it;" but
he set to work with as much energy and zeal to promote the good
work as if he had been allowed to complete it, and with great
self-denial and patient care he laid up money and materials for it to
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the amount-it is estimated-of many millions sterling. See again
his unselfishness with regard to his son Absalom. Absalom had
proved himself to be an utterly unworthy son; he did not hesitate
to dispossess his father of his throne, and he was pleased, we are
told, when a plan was proposed to him for putting his father to
death; but when a great battle ensued, and tidings of it were brought
to David, his whole anxiety seemed to be-not whether his enemies
,vere defeated and his throne was restored to him-but respecting the
fate of his unworthy son. How eagerly he asked, " Is the young man
Absalom safe ~" and when he heard that he was slain, he cried out in
an agony of soul, "Would God I had died for thee, 0 Absalom, my son,
my son!" It may be said, perhaps, that this was merely the natural
expression of a parent's feelings; but if so, it was the expression of
the feelings of a very unselfish parent. What a beautiful thing is
unselfishness! How different the world would be if it were more
generally felt and shown! Surely in David's case this trait in his
character may have been a reason why he was" a man after God's own
heart"
Another special particular appears to have been6.-HIS THANKFULNESS. His life seems to have been a life of
continual praise. He seems literally to have carried out the statement
expressed in a metrical translation of one of his own beautiful Psalms : " 'lVIid all the changing scenes of life,
In trouble and in joy,
The praises of my God shall sti.ll
My heart and tongue employ."
It is true that some of his Psalms contain more of prayer and sometimes of lament than praise; but this is only thE: case with some of
them; the majority of them are indeed songs of praise; and they seem
to go on increasing in expressions of gratitude and joy, until they end
in one grand burst of exultant and triumphant praise. It was not as a
mere matter of form, we believe, but as expressiIlg the deepest feeling
of his heart, that we hear him say, "Bless the Lord, 0 my sou], and all
that is within me, bless His holy Name;" " Every day will I bless Thee,
and praise Thy Name for ever and ever." He recognized his blessings,
and the Hand from which they came; and although he had many and
great troubles, cares, anxieties, and disappointments, he saw so much
mercy connected with them, that he found some cause of thankfulness
even with rel:\'ard to them, and he did not fail to give expression to it.
Undoubtedly thankfulness is a very pleasing thing; it is pleasing to
us, and we may assume that it is pleasing to our heavenly Father;
hence this may be another reason why David was" a man after God's
own heart."
One more particular we will notice, namely :-7.-HIS HUMILITY. It would not have been very surprIsmg if
David had been a proud man, for many circumstances might naturally
have tended to make him so. His marvellous success and repeated
exaltation, the favour with which he was regarded by his people, the
manner in which his fame spread abroad into foreign lands, especially

.
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after his defeat of an almost unconquerable people, the Edomites; his
acquisition also of power and riches, the knowledge that Divine fayour
rested upon him, and that God's Holy Spirit used him as His mouthpiece; all these circumstances might have fostered pride and self-conceit
in him. But they do not appear to have had any such effect; they
seem rather to have filled him with emotions of grateful praise. How
humbly he spoke of himself: "I am small, and despised, yet do I not
forget Thy precepts." With respect to his gallant deeds he said, "It
is God that girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect.
He maketh my feet like hinds' feet, and setteth me upon my high
places. He teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers to fight." He
could say, "I hate vain [or proud] thoughts, but Thy law do I love; "
"Lord, my hpart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty; neither do I
exercise myself in great matters, or in things too high for me."
Yes, he was a man of a truly humble mind, and one who trembled
at God's Word. He walked humbly with his God, and hence, notwithstanding his infirmities and shortcomings, he was greatly blessed
and highly exalted, and he has been made a wonderful means of
comforting and edifying God's people in all ages.
How remarkable is the statement that the "Lord sought" for such
a man; reminding us of the words which the Saviour addressed to
the woman of Samaria, "The Father sMketh such "--who worship
Him in spirit and in truth-" to worship Him." Does not this
show us how much the Father thinks of such, and values them ~
Oh that there were more like David, "the man after God's own
heart"! Shall we not seek by Divine grace and help to be like
him. and to have more and more manifested in us those special
qualities which were so plainly manifested in him-true love to~ and
fear of, God, hatred of sin and genuine repentance, courage, honour,
unselfishness, thankfulness, and humility 1 and to God shall be all
the praise.
D. A. DOUD~Ey.
ELECTIO .
glory in the thought, that all my peace,
My pardon, life, and joy, yea, all my hope,
My faith and love, flow down in sacred streams
From this grand source, God's free Electing Love.
Close up this spring, and all the streams must fail,
And thirsty pilgrims languish, faint, and die.
Rejoice, my soul, that no infernal power
Can change the purpose, 01' revoke the choice,
Which Everlasting Love has made secm·e.-Irons.
I'LL

No man eyer went to hell with one grain of the faith of Christ in
his heart.
~- SOME foolishly speak of the grace of God, as though it were put into
the nature of man, like seeds into a hot bed, that by the warmth and
fertility of nature it might bring forth fruit. Grace subdues natuI·e,
but receives no aid from it.-.lIJason.
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Strm.ans RnD ;ijahs .af Strmans.
THE DEW OF ISRAEL, AND THE LILY OF GOD.
SERMON BY THE REV.

F. 'V.

KRmuIACHER,

"I will be as the dew unto Israel: He shall
HOSEA xiv. 5.

!J1'OW

D.D.

as the lily."-

(Ooncluded from page 688.)

AGAIN; how fructifying is this dew! What a life does Christ thus
impart to the soul!
He makes that which was dead to live.
He is the Bnilder of the waste places, and makes the parched
ground verdant and blooming.
What a change does even the
natural dew effect on the face of nature, when, after many sultry
summer hours, its pearly blessings are dropped upon the fields from
the bosom of the blushing morn! Vegetation no longer appears
withered and dry; the grasses and the flowers again erect their heads;
all nature is re-adorned with a new and vernal robe; and the scent
of life is again wafted upon the gale. But greater still and more
glorious is the change which the Spirit of Christ, poured out upon a
single soul, or, as in the case of Cornelius, upon a whole household, is
known to produce. And until this is done, how lamentable, desolate,
and void does all appear in individuals and families! What a poor,
insipid life do they lead! The world absorbs all that they have-their
minds, their affections, their understanding. Their thoughts flit only,
as it were, around the flesh-pots and furnaces of Egypt; their desires
and their hopes grovel on the ground, and feed upon the earth. Their
lips are opened merely about bodily gratifications, "orIdly business,
and the things of time.
Their whole life and being, with its
incitements, exertions, and entire conduct, its joy" and its
sorrows, its hopes and its fears, all proceed in the same worldly
track, and the whole man is laden more and more with its
thick clay; every care is low, and more or less selfish and
ignoble, without God, without light, without heavenly-mindedness"
and full of sin. The angels of God cannot endure such a sight.
But lo! salvation comes to this house; the reviving dew descends
upon the dreary wild.
Now come and behold wh3.t a change is
produced! The glory of the Lord filleth the house. How holy is
the place become! The self-seeking spirit of the world is expelled,
and replaced by the "quiet spirit" of humility and love. The
conversation is in heaven; the worry of earthly excitement is cast
off; the thoughts, wishes, and desires, find wings for higher aims.
The treasure is discovered to be elsewhere, and therefore the heart
is there also.
Other bread and other water are now known of,
and therefm:e another kind of thirst and hunger is experienced.
Other objects have engaged the interest, and therefore the language
and conversation have assumed another tone. They have become
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savoury and spiritual; and after a spiritual and godly manner is all
their business transacted.
The very chambers of the house are
perfumed with the sweet incense of prayer, praise, and thanksgiving, ascending day and night before the Lord. Heretofore, all
was without form and void, and darkness upon the face of the
deep; but now is the light sprung up within it, and the wilderness
blooms in beauty. This is the Lord's doing, who hath said, "I will
be as the dew unto Israel."
Oh that we had everyone experienced Him as the dew to our
souls! But, brethren-observe and mark it well-the very dew,
precious as it is, can even occasion rottenness to the fields. This
is the case when it meets with too cold an atmosphere; then it
stiffens into rime, and destroys vegetation. Even so, Christ, the
precious Dew of God, has proved to many a soul. Witness that
awful and striking instance of it in Judas Iscariot.
Covetousness and stubbornness were in him. ~What then could his spirit
breathe to Christ but wintry air 7 Hence that dew descending
upon him, became to his soul as the cold rime, or stiffening ice.
Everything which Jesus did by word and example, or with
allurements and warnings, to effect an entrance into the spirit of
that false disciple, produced effects the very opposite to those of
the genial dew; served only to embitter his spirit, and to harden
his heart more and more j to matUl'e his corruption, to ripen him
for pel'dition, and to hasten his condemnation. Yet who was t(}
blame but Judas 7 May God preserve everyone of us from a
similar judgment, and forbid that the precious dew of heaven,
which alone can revive us to eternal life, should become as a
chilling hoar-frost and fetters of ice to our souls, through the infidel
coldness and adverse breath of some besetting sin!
And how should we praise and bless God, whoever of us has
experienced and still experiences the enlivening, refreshing, fructifying power of this Divine dew! But what if you experience it not
at every moment; or are not able fully to realize its sweet
refreshment for days, or even for weeks together 7 This
must not set you wrong, or confound you.
He who is
the Dew of God, oftentimes withdraws Himself for a while from His
field, the soul. Then will droop the plants of faith and love, of confidence and joy; then is there no life for prayer, praise, and thanksgiving; but all is dryness and wretchedness. Still, wait upon the
Lord; for He intends you should only the more experience how much
depends upon that Divine dew, and how necessary it is for working
and effecting everything. When the hour for its return is arrived,
then will it surely come, and cause you again feelingly to rejoice in
its beneficial efficacy. And oh, what a rejoicing is it, when after a
tedious sultry season of drought, the precious dew and gracious rain
again descend! It is then we learn duly to value such an inestimable
blessing, and more fully to enter into the meaning of that promise of
the Lord, "I will be as the dew unto Israel."
n. As Christ represents Himself in the text under the figure of the
dew, so He compares His Bride the Church, and herein every believing
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to the beautiiullily: "I will be (l,S the .dew unto Israel," so that
"he shall grow as the lily."%
This similitude, also, is of great ,;ignificance and importance. The
inhabitants of Palestine probably knew of no flower more truly sweet
and lovely than the noble lily. As the nightingale among the songsters
of the grove, so was to them the lily among flowers, eloquent in
showing forth the praises of its Creator. Without either living voice or
sound, without the rustle of the palm trees in the valley of Rephaim,
or the roar of the cedars on Mount Lebanon, it seems as if created
simply to bespeak the glory of Him who formed it. So Israel, "the
seed" of Him that" shall prolong His days" (Isaiah liii. 10), is formed
and planted in the great wilderness of mankind, to show forth the
virtues of his Maker (l Peter ii. 9), who hath redeemed Jacob
(haiah xliv. 23), and is beautifully glorions in Israel. Likewise St.
Paul speaks of real Christians as "fore-ordained to the praise of the
glory of His grace (Ephes. i. 5, 6), and as "God's workmanship;" as
being from the root to the crown conformed to the lovely image of His
Son. His light is declared to shine in them; and His Spirit to be
breathed by them.
Whatever is bright and beautiful in them is
spoken of as God's; and only what is dark as their own. The Urim
and Thummim, the light and integrity, which they bear in their bosom,
shining like a breastplate, the Lord hath "put" them there. Consequently their song is, "Not unto us, Lord, not unto us, but to Thy
Name give glory, for Thy loving mercy and Thy trnth's sake"
(Psalm cxv. 1). The power of His loving mercy and grace is, to His
praise, made visible in those who are born again. "vVe have," says
Paul, "this treaSllre in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the
power may be of God, and not of us" (2 Cor. iv. 7).
·Wcll may we adore God's condescending choice, when we consider
who those are whom He thus tenderly rears. They are a poor and
afflicted people; a numbet· of broken-hearted penitents, who can discover nothing good in themselves. They are a distressed and embarrassed multitude, like that which David gathered about bim at the
cave of Adullam (1 Sam. xxii. 2) ; they ha,e nothing originally their
own, except the defilement of sin. Weak and faint-hearted by nature,
they, of themselves, would not have dared to attempt anything
worthy of God. He found them lame, blind, maimed, and reduced
to beggary; ready to lay down at the threshold of His house, and
glad to live upon the crumbs that fall from His table. Such is their
character. "Ye see your calling, brethren," saith the Apostle, "how
that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many
noble, are called; but God hath chosen the fooli~h things of the world
to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the
world to confound the things which are mighty; and base things of
the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and
things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: that no
• In the Lutheran veraion, the word "lily" is "rose:" the translator has,
however, preferred the English rendering as most correct, and has accordingly
followed it throughout this sermon.
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flesh should glory in His presence" (1 Cor. i. 26). Thus those who
are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight, or who
pride themselves upon being influential, mighty, or renowned in this
world, are passed by, or are trodden under foot as rank and noxious
weeds. Far rather will He accept a truly contrite David, though he
had been an adulterer and murderer; a Lazarus full of sores; a con·
science-smitten publican, standing afar off, ashamed to lift up his eyes
UIJto heaven, and crying, "God be merciful unto me a sinner;" or
a repenting malefactor in ignominy. Such will He form into His
lilies! Amazing grace! Of grace, and grace alone, doih the zeal of
the Lord of hosts perform this. Not an atom of merit is there in the
penitence, humiliation, or sincere contrition, which such persons
exhibit. They are constituted lilies because they are found in Christ
alone, clothed with His righteousness, and made the righteousness of
God in him. " He hath made us accepted in the Beloved" (Eph. i. 6).
The lily is often found growing among thorns. Accordingly we find
the Bridegroom exclaiming in the Song of Songs (ii. 2), "As the lily
among thorns, so is my beloved among the daughters." And what do
such thorns represent, but the many temporal and spiritual troubles,
with which the chosen of God are incessantly encompassed here on
earth 1 But thus it must be; for such thorns are as a fence and a
check round about us: as a check, to keep us humble and dependent
on the Lord alone; and as a fence, to ward off many a temptation to
pride and levity. Lazarus, without his sores, would not have bloomed
so beautifully as he did in spirit before the Lord; and Paul, without
his thorn in the flesh, would have been exalted ,above measure. The
Church of old shone brightest when in the midst of her tribulations;
then was her whole beauty developed.
.
Observe, and lastly, by what means the lily thrives and flourishes.
It toils not, neither does it spin; but passively waves in the sunshine,
and opens its cup to the morning dew. Thus it breathes its
fragrance; thus it blooms so sweetly, and is arrayed more beautifully
than Solomon was in all his glory.
Consider then the lily how it,
grows; for we cannot grow better than by the process which it
observes. As it passively waves in the sunshine of God, and opens
its cup to the day·spring dew, so let us learn to glory only in that
" life" which is "the light of men," namely, in Christ who is our
Life; and to expand our thoughts and affections every morning to
the influence of His Spirit. Let us ever remember, that nothing is
effected by the self-confidence or self-dependence of him that willeth"
or of him that runneth. Oh, it is a fearful presage when we begin
to lean to our own wisdom, or our own worth, or our own strength;
and think, by devices of our own, to keep up our spiritual health;
to form a spiritual dew for ourselves; to make to ourselves a holiness.
and a glory. This is no other than the way to spiritual death. Our
life consists in abiding in the Light of Israel, in communion with
Him who is the Root of David, and the Bright and Morning Star.
Happy indeed are those, who know of no consolation but in Christ
their Surety; no nourishing Rpring but the Fountain of salvation
opened to the house of David, from which they daily and hourly

I

790

The Gospel Magazzne.

receive and draw. Happy those who have no other care than to live
beneath the wings of the Sun of Highteousness, that they may be
constantly advancing to perfect spiritual health. Happy those whose
eyes are ever looking to the great Shepherd and Bishop of souls, to
receive immediately from His hand, and to be satisfied with His good
,pleasure. Nothing really good for them will He withhold. "Bread
shall be given them; their waters Rhall be sure." Wilt thou then
thriye, 0 Israel, and hloom as the the lily 1 Let a sense of thy need
keep thy heart ever thus open to Ohrist, with thy mind always
bumble, and prayerfully teachable to His Spirit., Thus shalt thou be
as the summer lily, lovely, fresh, and fragrant; and in the midst of
,thy leaves-thy words and actions, thy prayers and praises-will be
seen sparkling and glistening the pure blessings of that eternal dew
which has nurtured thee.
May then the Spirit of the Lord Jesus came upon each of us as
the dew! On all who have been hitherto but as dry and withered
grass,' good for nothing but to be cast into the fire and burned; may
. He do marvels, even as upon the rod of Aaron, which was sapless and
dead, but, in a single night, by the mighty power of the Lord,
,became ;'erdant, bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds! May He
transform this our whole Ohurch into a very field of lilies 1 That
whenever He shall visit us, to call a soul into eternity, it may be
said of Him in heaven, as in the Song of Songs (vi. 2), "My Beloved
is gone down into His garden-to gather lilies." Meanwhile, may
His Ohurch upon earth, with all its members, expand and bloom to
the utmost! Amen.

'.

"SALVATION IS OF THE LORD."

IF there is one point on which I become more and more deeply
-convinced, and in which I get more and more comfort from above, it is
this, "Salvation is of the Lord." I see it in every page of Scripture,
I see it in every age of the Ohurch, and I see it in each believer's
history; yea, even in the experience of those who think this a
,dangerous doctrine. I believe more firmly than ever that every soul
who enters heaven owes his salvation to the eternal Oovenant pnrpose
Qf J ehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit-that every part of his
history, from the cradle to the grave, was planned and arranged in an
€verlasting Oovenant, "ordered in all things, and sure "-that he was
saved in the purpose of God from all eternity, and that his sins were
.all atoned for ,vhen Jesus said, "It is finished."-Walker, of
·Wymeswold.
THE meanest believer may now find out more of the work of Ohrist
in the types of the Old Testament, than any of the prophets or wise
men could have done of old. Therefore they always earnestly longed
ior their accomplishment, that the day might break, and the shadows
flyaway, by the rising of the Sun of Righteousness with healing in
His wings.-Dj'. Owen.

-.
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THE REV. JOHN BERRIDGE, M.A.
(Concluded from page 749.)

"VE proceed to quote from BERRIDGE'S private correspondence,
which has been placed in our hands. As we have already remarked,
his compositions are characterised by quaint, sanctified wit, and while
some expressions in them may raise a transient smile, it is left us
to say, with truth, "his letters are weighty." Under date" Everton,
Apl. 16, 1777," he writes to a ministerial friend :-" Dear BrotherI am once more returned to Everton, in better health than usual,
and somewhat deeper sense of my nothingness. Blessed be God!
I am yet a stranger to Abraham's exalted measure of faith, namely,
'hoping against hope,' and thereby giving glory to God. While
frames are lively, or not cloudy, I make a shift to shuffle on
after Christ, but when sins are heavy on my conscience, and they
are daily beating there, unbelief says, 'It is horrid presumption
to hope against hope;' and Moses tells me, with an angry look, I
am 'making Christ the minister of sin!' But has not Christ made
full atonement for all believers' sins, past, present, and to come ~
If He has not, we must perish; the atonement is not complete. If
. He has made complete atonement, we may still go with a blush, yea,
a confident blush for pardon, notwithstanding repeated and aggravated
provocations, and we shall dishonour Christ and wrong our own
souls if we go not. But suppose, through unbelief and fear, we
dare not venture to go, can this mend the matter ~ 'Will it not
rather beget grudging against God as an austere master, and stir
up enmity against Him as a consuming fire? Which is most apt
to kindle repentance, shame, love, and kindly obedience? Is it a dread of
vindictive wrath, or an assurance of pardon through the riches of divine
grace 1 I have been greatly prattling about this matter for some years in
the pulpit, but usually clogged the subject so much for fear of abuse
as to hinder its use. This morning I had a sweet view in the Spirit's
light of blessing in Christ for righteousness, not only without, but
against all comfortable feeling, and clearly saw it was not apt to
stifle repentance for sin and harden the conscience, but to melt
the heart of a pilgrim and quicken his feet and furnish his mouth
with praise. Ancl though graceless souls, like toads, will convert
all .meat into poison, yet a gracious heart must be fed with the
food of grace notwithstanding. But I forget .myself, and am
preaching to a preacher. Excuse the impertinence, and accept of
much love from my heart. Gra(;e and peace be with thee.-J. R"
The Christian reader of these weighty utterances will know how
to appreciate their deeply gracious and powerfully experimental
value. They appeal to the tried believer's heart with irresistible
authority, and seem to hush every doubt as to the freeness of
God's mercy in Christ crucified, and to its application to all those
who have indeed learned to realize "the plague ,. of their own
hearts.
The following letter was written on the publication of the first edition
of BERRIDGE'S only prose work-his well-known volume, The Christian
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World Unmasked. This work is a powerfully incisive exposure of
fleshly religion and a plain and clear exposition of the one way of
salvation, by faith in the vicarious work of the Lord Jesus Christ.~
The letter, dated "Everton, Jan. 15, 1774," is as follows :-" Dear
N--,the first pages of your letter are usually much illuminated
with compliments, I wonder where you pick them up, and how
you find storage for them. Indeed, the old ass at Everton cannot
discern his own features when you have cropped his ears and tail
and powdered and spruced him up in a letter. I am daily praying
to know more of my blindness, helplessness, and vileness, and you
are kindly contrary to put a mark on my face. Is this Christianity,
or have I provoked you to it by sweetly begriming your own
face 1 Leave this varnish, dear N- - , to, the world, who love to
gild a base metal, and make it look like gold, Henceforth, when
you write to me, consider yourself as a poor frog which is croaking
to a poor toad, and then your frogship may compliment toadship as
. much as you please. The uncovenanted mercy mentioned in my
pamphlet was not an inadvertent mistake, as you politely call it,
but a mere blunder resulting from gross ignorance. I wrote without
* The full title of this remarkable book is, The Ch1"istian World Unmasked:
Pray Come and Peep. Like other works of the period, it is written in dialogue
form, and is carried on between a doctor and his patient. The doctor is
BERRIDGE himself, a fact which the reader soon discovers, for the scholarship,
wit, and above all, the deep spiritual acquaintance with both the Bible and the
human heart which characterized the VICAR of Everton are everywhere
apparent in the doctor's words. That those who have not perused this
instructive little treatise may gather some idea of it, the following extracts are
selected. The Doctor says of the Bible : THE BIBLE.
"A Bible is the precious store-house and the Magna Charta of a Christian.
There he reads of his heavenly Father's love, and of his dying Saviour's
legacies; there he sees a map of his travels through the wilderness and a
landscape, too, of Canaan. And when he climbs on Pisgah's top and views the
promised land, his heart begins to burn, delighted with the blessed prospect, and
amalled at the rich and free salvation. But a mere professor, though a decent
one, looks on the Bible as a dull book; and peruseth it with such indifference as
you would read the title-deeds belonging to another man's estate."
"The Bible, like an old almanac, is either cast out of doors or cast upon a
solitary shelf, to be buried there in dust and covered with a winding-sheet,
weaved by a spider."
CHRIST'S FULNESS.-" Once, sir, I went to Jesus like a coxcomb and gave
myself fine airs, fancying as if He was something so was I, if He had merit, so
had 1. And, sir, I used Him as a healthy man will use a walking-stick, bear an
ounce upon it or vapour with it in the air. But now He is my whole crutch; no
foot can stir a step without Him. He is my all, as He ought to be, if He will
be00me my Saviour, and bids me cast (not some but) all care upon Him.
"My heart can have no rest, unless it bears upon HimlOholly, and then it feels
His peace. But I am apt to leave my resting-place, and wheu I ramble from
it my heart will quickly brew up mischief. :::lome evil temper now begins to
boil, or some care would fain perplex me, or some idol wants to please me, or
some deadness or some lightness creeps upon my spirit, and communion with
my Saviour is withdrawn. When these thorns stick in my flesh I do not try
as heretofore to pick them out with my own needle, but carry all complaints to
Jesus, casting every care upon Him. His office is to save, and mine to look
for help.

-'
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Divine illumination. It was a relic of Arminian dregs, and as such
would not be overlooked or maltreated, but caressed by the VICAR of
Madeley. In the second edition of my pamphlet the whole paragraph
where uncovenanted mercy appears is left out, but· in the first edition
it must stand as a public crier to proclaim my foolishness. I did not
like the crier's bell at first, it sounded mighty harsh, but grew
much more melodious by frequent ringing, and seems now more
melodious and mellow than the pretty set of chimes in the preface
of your letter. Our Jesus shows His wisdom and His mercy
wheiI He leaves us to ourselves at times and lets us blunder on that
He may fetch our crests down and rub our noses well with our
ignorance.
I am glad to hear of your frequent preaching. It
is with preaching as with praying, the more you do preach, the more
you may preach, and the easier you will preach. Thrice a week
is all that I do, and sometimes not even that; and because I preach
but seldom, I think a little more than usual about my sermons. But
I find it, to my sorrow, the more I think about my sermons, the
less liberty and power I have in preaching. Indeed, my disorder so
relaxes my body, and weakens my memory, and eats up my faculties,
"If evil tempers arise, I go to Him as some demoniac; if deadness creeps
upon me, I go a paralytic; if dissipation comes, I go a lunatic; if darkness
clouds my peace, I go a Bartimreus; and when I pray I always go a leper, crying
as Isaiah did, Unclean! Unclean! . . . . Thus the miracles instruct me
how t.o go to Jesus, and every miracle explains the meaning of that general
invitation which Jesus gives to sinners, 'Come unto Me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.' And, sir, unless you come in this
appointed way you will find no more relief from the King of Israel than from the
King of Poland."
THE PROMISES.

" Scripture promises are real bank noies of heaven and the riches of believers,
who do not live on stock in hand, but traffic with this paper currency. When
~livine faith is found it takes the not.es to Christ's bank and receives the cash.
But human faith cannot traffic with this paper; it reads the notes and owns them
good, but dares not take them to the skies for payment. No faith can act on
-God but that which comes from God."
FAITH.

"Trne Christian faith, sir, is of Divine origin. It does not grow upon the
fallows of nature nor in the garden of science; neither spruceness of wit nor
solidity of judgment can produce it. An astronomic eye, though vaulting to the
sta.rs, cannot reach it; and a metaphysic head, though wrapped deep in clouds,
cannot ken it. It is no endowment or acquirement of nature, but the gift of
Gael (Eph. ii. 8), and wrought by the operation of His Spirit" (Col. ii. 12).
"Faith is the master-key to the treasury of Jesus; it opens all the doors and
brings out every store. A heart well nurtured in this precious grace finds the
Gospel rest. In time of danger, sickness, or temptation, it flutters not nor
struggles hard to help itself, but standeth still and sees the Lord's salvation.
The eye is singly fixed on Jesus, the heart is calmly waiting for Him, and Jesus
brings relief. Faith calls, and Jesus answers, 'Here I am to save thee!' "
"The law sends us unto Jesus not with recommendations in our hand, but
with condemnations in our bosom."
"Nothing but the salt of grace can heal the swampy ground of nature"
{2 Kings ii. 20, 21).
" No cords will bind the heart to God and duty but the cord of grace."
" When Jesus breaks a heart for sin His blood will he'Ll it."
"None feel the force of Gospel motives till they taste of Gospel blessings."
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that 1 am little more than the stump of a .Methodist parson. I have
no thought of publishing anything more except a few hymns, and
that is uncertain.;; 'Vriting so shatters my frame that I seem as glad
when a letter is finished as a naughty schoolboy does when a whipping
is over. Improve your health, dear N--, while it lasts, and your
sands while they run, and make the best of them both for Jesus. Be
not anxious to lay in a stock before-hand for the pulpit. It shall be
given you in that hour. Hot bread from the oven, and roast meat
from the spit are better far than old cooked victuals from the pantry.
Grace and peace be with you, and with your much affectionate
servant, J. R"
One more letter may be recorded. It is addressed to SELINA
COUNTESS of HUNTINGDON, and is dated "Everton, 1782 " :-" I am persuaded," he writes, "your Ladyship will rejoice to erect a standard
for the Gospel [the Surrey Chapel] in the very middle of the Devil's territories in London. What a bellowing and clamoUl' the old enemy will
make at this fresh invasion of his kingdom! But he may storm, rage,
and persecute. Christ's cause must and will prevail over every opposition men or devils can raise. A meeting has been held, and I am
told the place fixed upon is one of the worst in London, the very
paradise of devils. Thus mnch is satisfactory. Fine soil for ploughing ! By and bye, my Lady, we shall hear of the reaping time, the
harvest, and the harvest home! How glorious will be the triumphing
of the Gospel ill that place! Some of the blessed fruits we may expect
to meet in our Father's kingdom above. I am now looking every
day to hear that the foundation has been laid, and the King of Zion
consecrating the spot by the conversion of souls to Himself. I need
not remind your dear Ladyship to pour forth a volley of prayers for the
success of this sanctuary. Your affectionate servant, JOHN BERRIDGE."
• Referring to BE&RIDGE'S hymns, it is a very interesting fact that many of
them were first published in the GOSPEL MAGAZIKE. In connection with the
preparation of our sketch of the gracious VICAR of Everton, we haye examined
the annual volumes of the MAGAZINE for the years 1774, 1775. and 1776, and find
compositions in verse bearing BERRIDGE'S pseudonym, .. OLD EVERTO::\ ; " and
one particularly noteworthy incident has' attracted om attention.
In the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE for M<Lrch. 1776, at which date the blessed TOPLADY was
EDITOR. first appeared his imperishable hymn. "Rock of Ages, cleft for me; "
and in the same issue were published JOHN BERRIDGE'S verses, beginning" The dear Lamb of God
Comes forth to be slain,
And offers His blood
To wash off our stain; "
and signed" OLD EVERTON." A collection of his numerous hymns he published,
under the title of Zion's Song.;, in 171l5. (See Dictiona,-y 0] lvational Biography.)
Mr. JOHN GADSBY, in his Jllemoirs of the P1-incipal Hyrnn-writers and Cornpile?-s 0] the 17th, 18th, and 19th Centuries, dates the first Edition as-apparently
-1795. In the preface, BERRIDGE says :-Many years ago these hymns were
composed in a six months' illness, and have since lain neglected by me, often
threatened with the fire, but have escaped that martyrdom. Fatherly mercy
prevented that literary death, for authors can seldom prove cruel to their own
offspring, however deformed." Of the literary methods of these sacred compositions it must be sa.id that, while sound in doctrine and often rich in ex-
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The noble Christian lady to whom BERRIDGE thus wrote entertained for him high respect, indeed it may be said of him that, with
ROMAINE, WHl'l'EFIELD, and VENN, he was one of her Privy Council.
His advice was invaluable in connection with her munificent schemes
to promote the spread of the pure Gospel of the grace of God during
the period of the great spiritual revival in England, Ireland, and the
American States. On hea,ring of the death of the pious Countess, not
long before his own heavenly call reached him, he exclaimed, "Ah ! isshe dead 1 Then another pillar is gone to glory. Mr. WHITEFIELD is
gone, Mr. WESLEY and his brother are gone, and I shall go soon!"
The latter years of his active life deepened in him that rare grace 0
humility and tenderiless which he already possessed in a rich measure.
Writing to JOHN NEWTON, he says, "My daily prayer is to grow upinto Him and lose myself in Him, and find Him my All in all." One
who visited him at Everton records his estimate of God's faithful
servant thus :-" I greatly admired that Divine savour which all along
mingled itself with Mr. BERRIDGE'S facetiousness and fmfficiently
chastened it. His conversation tended to produce a frequent smile,
accompanied with a tear of pleasure. His love to Christ appeals to'
be intense. The visit left a strong and lasting impression on my heart
of the beauty of holiness, of holiness almost matured." He was a man
of a generous heart. His ideal was-to use his own expression-to'
have "a ready hand for the world, and a willing heart for the Lord."
He endured hardness for Christ's sake, in a spirit of patience and
meekness. He loved all who truly loved his Haster. The poor-and
especially the Lord's poor-found in him a kind and constant friend.
His table was spread from Lord's Day to Lord's Day for his numerous
hearers, many of whom came great distances. Out of his own pursehe paid all the expenses of his vast itinerant Evangelistic work, and
perimental truth, they are not comparable to the productions of the author of
"Rock of Ages." The late LORD SELBORNE, in his treatise, Hymns, Theil°'
History and Development, says of BERRIDGE, that while he was not the author of
many good hymns, he yet composed some, and adapted from earlier authors..
"of great merit." The Christian Peer calls particular attention to the excellence
of BERRIDGE'S adaptation of the popular hymn by WATTS, "Jesus, cast a look
on me." The element of quaintness enters freely into his metrical as well as,
prose writings. One illustration may suffice. In his hymn, " On the form of
godliness," beginning, "Good doctrines in the head," occurs the following.
characteristic Etanza" Some fast by Calvin hold,
And some for Luther fight,
And each is mighty bold,
And seemeth mighty right;
Well, though with Calviu I agree,
Yet Christ is All in all to me."
Many of the Everton hymns are scarcely suitable for congregational use. Others".
however, have held a popular place in our Collections of worship hymns..notably:" How lovely are Thy courts, 0 Lord,
How sweet Thy dwelling-place,
When Thou dost bless the Gospel Word,
And show Thy gracious face ! "
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even sold his plate to provide clothes for his lay preachers. His visits
to London, by the invitation of LADY HUNTINGDON and others, were
more or less connected with the pulpit at the "Tabernacle" in
Tottenham Court Road, where Mr. TOPLADY and other eminent leaders
of the Evangelical Revival were accustomed to preach the glorious
Gospel of God's free grace, and where, when he fell asleep in Christ,
the redeemed remains of the dear author of "Rock of Ages, cleft for
me," were laid to rest.
Spared to a great age, the faithful VICAR of Everton felt the infirmities
of nature increasing, and the old, wonderful energy in the service he
dearly loved, gradually decreased. Even in 1782 he wrote to his loved
friend JOHN NEWTON : - " I am now sinking into the dregs of life, just
able to preach once in the week, and for two or three days after
preaching my mind seems so weakened, and my thoughts so sca.ttered,
I scarce know how or where to pick them up." He was ill for three
months in 1783, and again in'1785. In 1786 he was threatened with both
deafness and blindness, but through the mercy of his Covenant-keeping
God in whom He trusted, he fairly recovered. But the shadows of
life's day were assuredly settling upon him. In 1788 he wrote:" Solomon's account of old age suits me well. The windows are dark;
the daughters of music are low ; the grinders cease, for all are gone;
.and the grasshopper is a burden. v,.r ell; thanks be to God, through
Jesus Christ, for the prospect of a better world." In the summer of
1792, he wrote his last dated letter. The old methods of thought
and style continued with him to the last. He wrote :-" You ask me
.how I do 1-eyes very dim, ears deaf, head much shattered, and spirits
very low, yet much exempt from pain. Here my Jesus shows His
tenderness, He knows His old horse can scarce carry his legs, and He
. will not overload him. I am apt to think the Lord may continue me
here a year or two longer, because He has sent me a supply for that
time." But this was not to be, for the day of his going home was much
nearer than that. "Oh! to see Jesus as He is," he writes in the same
letter, "and surrounded with His ransomed people, hearts full of love,
pouring out hallelujahs, and filling heaven with His praise! Thanks
to my Jesus for putting me in the way of His kingdom, and for holding
me on hitherto; give me, dear Lord, a safe and honourable passage
through the wilderness, and a joyful entrance into Canaan."
That prayer was fully answered in the course of a few months. The
frail tabernacle of clay was to be taken down. During his last illness
his mind was kept stayed upon his God and Father. On Lord's Day,
January 20, 1793, he said, with a smile, to a friend, "I thought my
Master would have called me home yesterday, but I must wait His
time." On the following Tuesday-January 22-abont three o'clock in
the afternoon, his blood-ransomed spirit passed into the glory. His years
,were seventy and seven.
He was conscious during the last hours, and had bright anticipations
of his heavenly welcome. "Jesus will soon call you up higher," said hi!:!
friend, Mr. WHITTINGHAM. "Ay, ay, ay," he replied, "higher, higher,
higher!" And then in his old quaint way he exclaimed, as he thought
of those he had won for the Saviour, "Yes, and my children, too, will
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shout and sing, 'Here comes our father.'" His funeral was attended
by a large assemblage of people from all parts of the country. A
funeral' sermon was preached by the Rev. CHARLES SmEo~, from
2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. Mr. BERRIDGE had chosen as his own place of sepulture
in Everton churchyard the north-east side, which was allotted to the
bodies of criminals and suicides; for this, he facetiously remarked,
would be an effectual method of consecrating it. Even so it proved,
for the VICAR'S interment formed a precedent which was soon followed,
and the disgrace of being buried there was removed. Mr. BERRIDGE
had also written the following epitaph (leaving the date of death
blank), and this was engraved on a plain, solid tomb about a yard
high :-"Here lie the earthly remains of JOHN BERRIDGE, late Vicar
of Everton, and an itinerant servant of Jesus Christ who loved His
Master and His work, and after ruuning on His errands many years
was called to wait on Him above. Reader, art thou born again?
No salvation without a New Birth! I was born in sin February,
1716.
Remained ignorant of my fallen state till 1730.
Lived
proudly on faith and works for salvation till 1754. Admitted to
Everton Vicarage, 1755. Fled to Jesus alone for refuge, 1756. Fell
•
asleep in Christ January 22, 1793."
We cannot close this sketch of this gracious and truly great witness
for the faith of God's elect without mentioning that when he died the
copy of the Holy Scriptures he was accustomed to use in his study at
Everton was found to contain a vast quantity of marginal notes, written
in his clear hand- beantifully distinct, except where worn by constant
use. This volume, after passing through several hands, came into the
possession of Mr. WILLIA~f WILEMAN, the well-known Christian bookseller, in the year 1882, The precious relic was felt by its favoured
possessor to be-in a sense-the property of the Church of God, and
he determined upon extracting and publishing the Notes in the shape
of a small volume, entitled Gospel Gems. It is indeed a rich treasury
of Scripture exposition, and it would afford us no small gratification if
our mention of the little book were to lead to its being widely known
and more generally inquired after.
Mr. WILEMAN'S address is
Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London.
THE EDITOR.
CHRIST'S PRESENCE.
To be with Christ-to see Rim as He is-to be like Him-to share His
glory-this is the portion of the believer! an everlasting portion;
one never to be diminished in its brightness, and never to be diminished
in extent, enjoyment, or duration; one where all pain, sorrow, and
tears shall cease for ever; where, in addition to the rapture of clasping
again to our hearts those whom we have known and loved in the Lord,
we shall mingle with the dear saints of every age and clime-Cl with the
spirits of just men made perfect;" where, while hearts are warm and
true, and loving to each other, we shall be filled with an exceeding
love to that precious and adorable "Redeemer who gaye us all."-
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MULTUM IN PARVO.
'THERE seems no room to doubt that the authorities of the Church of
Rome will raise in Parliament next Session the question of repealing,
less or more, those provisions in the" Bill of Rights" which secure to the
nation a Protestant Sovereign, and render the return to the throne of a
Papist king or queen impossible. The sanguinary MARY TUDOR was
the last Papist queen to sit on the throne of England. May she never
have a successor! The last Papist king to rule, and misrule, our
nation .was the traitor STUART, JA~IES n. May he have no successor!
Yet, if Roman Catholics are in the future to be excluded from
-the throne, on, the ground of their religion being idolatrous and
blasphemous, England must continue to rigidly exact from everyone
who claims, by heredity, to assume the sceptre, the solemn pledge
<disavowing the Mass, Saint Worship, and the authority of the POPE,
which the wisdom of our Protest'l.nt forefathers formulated, not a word,
jot, or tittle being il'ltered in it-at the dictation of LEO XIII., Dr.
VAUGHAN, the DUKE of NORFOLK, or LORD SALISBURY. We are glad
-to know that petitions to Parliament against any alteration in the Royal
'Declarations being made are in course of signature throughout England,
'Ireland, Scotland, Wales, and the British Colonies.
All true
Protestants should sign it without delay. Copies of the petition may
be had on application to the Church Association (14, Buckingham
:Street, Strand, London, W.C.).-:Jiasses and Prayers for the Dead are
becoming increasingly used in Ritualistic Churches. In illustration of
this alarming spread of superstition in the Establishment, the English
Chut'chman gives a list of churches in which a "Black Mass" was
..offered on what the Church of Rome calls "All Souls' Day"-a day
unrecognized by the Reformed Church of England in the "Calendar."
-Our Protestant contemporary says :-" Among the 300 churches which
had a 'Black Mass' on All Souls' Day, or on some later day in the
month, may be named Lichfield Cathedral and the Parish Churches of
Bames, Beckenham, Chislehurst, Bournemouth, Caistor, Dorchester,
-n.oath, Elmswell, and Horbury j and in London, St. Bart,holomew's,
Bethnal Green; St. Clement's; St. Matthew's, City Road j Christ
-Church, Clapham j St. Philip's, Clerkenwell j St. Peter's, Ealing j St.
.Matthias', Earl's Court j St. Mary's, Edmonton j St. Margaret Pattens,
'in the City j St. Alban's, Fulham j St. John Baptist, Great Marlborough
Street j St. Augustine's, Haggerston j St. John's, Hammersmith j Holy
"Trinity, Harrow Green, E. j St. Anne's Mission, Highgate j St.
Augustine's, Highgate j Holy Trinity, Hmton; St. Silas', Penton
Street, Islington j St. Cuthbert's, Kensington j St. John Baptist's,
Kensington j St. Michael's, Kensington; St. Augustine's, Kilburn j
The Ascension, Lavender Hill j St. Stephen's, Lewisham j St. Mark's,
Marylebone j St. Mary Magdalene's, Munster Square, Marylebone j All
Saints', Notting Hill; St. Mary Magalene's, Paddington j St. George's,
.Perry Hill j St. Barnabas', Pimlico j St. Saviour's, Pimlico; All Saints',
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Poplar; St. Saviour's, Poplar j St. Katherine's, Rotherhithe j St.
:Mary's, St. George's in the East j All Souls', St. Margaret's-on-Thames j
Holy Cross, St. Pancras j St. Anne's, South Lambeth j All Hallows',
Southwark; St. Hugh's,. Southwark; St. Augustine's, Stepney; St.
Faith's, Stoke Newington; St. Anselm's, Streatham j St. Paul's Mission,
Streatham j St. Peter's, Streatham; St. Saviour's, Sunbury Common j
St. Paul's, Tottenham j St. Peter's, Vauxhall; SS. 11icha81 and All
Angels', ,Valthamstow j All Saints', Surrey Square, 'Valworth."-The
finances of the Protestant Truth Society are still on the increase, close
on ;;Z2,OOO being received for the six months ending September. This
is the largest total the Society has had since its institution. With the
increase of income, an increase of work is made, and therefore an earnest
appeal is being put forth for funds for the winter campaign, which is of a
very extensive character.-We are informedjbythe Hon. Secretaries of the
London Council of the United Protestant Societies that they have
secured the use of the Royal Albert Hall on Tuesday, February 4th
next, for a great Protestant Demonstration. The object is to deal
with the Kaw's Declaration, Romanism in the Church of England,
the inroad of foreign Jesuits into this country, and the Inspection of
Convents. As the country is now more alive on these subjects than
it wa,s a few years ago, it is expected that there will be an enormous
demand for tickets, and that notwithstanding the size of the hall it
will not be large enough for the occasion. The date has been fixed so
8S to coincide with the opening of the next Session of Parliament.
In the meantime every Protestant organization should accept this as a
preliminary intimation, at once bring the matter before their respective
-committees, nominate delegates, and inquire how many of their supporters would come to London for the purpose if special trains can be
run at excursion rates. ,Ve would mention that the Hon. Secretaries
are Mrs. ARBUTHNOT, :Major HEWlTT, Sir C. ROBT. LIGHTON
Bart., Mr. HENRY MILLER, and the Rev. W. SIKDEN.At the present time the only Evangelical Bishops are DURHAlII,
LIVERPOOL, and SODOR and MAN. CARLISLE, who has usually been
dassed Evangelical, should, we are informed by those who ought to
kno\v, be described as "Broad." Tho" Broad" may also olaim
CA~TERBURY, WINCHESTER, EXETER, HEREFORD,
SOUTHWELL, MANCHESTER, and RIPON. The" High," including Romanizers, already hold
YORK, LO~DO~, BANGOR, BRISTOL, CHESTER, CmCHRSTER, ELY, LICHFIELD, LI~COL:-<, LLANDAFF, NORWICH, OXFORD, H,OCHESTER, ST. ALBANS,
ST. ASAPH, S.l.LISBURY, TRURO, and VVORCESTER. The remaining Bisho12s
are BATH and ,VELLS, GLOUCESTER, PETERBOROUGH, ST. DAvm's, NEWCASTLE, and WAKEFIELD, who may fairly be desoribed as "Moderate
High." The same state of affairs exists with regard to Deaneries and
Crown Canonries, and yet Evangelicals are told to accept the crumbs
that are thrown to them and to be thankful. How long is this condition
{)f things to continue? So long, we presume, as the laity are content
that the clerical party should dominate the land.-The Rev. GEORGE
DOCKER GRUNDY, for sixty-three years Vicar of Hey, near Oldham,
passed peacefully away last month.
He was ninety-four years old last
August, and preaohed to a large congregation on October 20th.
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Educated at Manchester Grammar School and Brasenose College,
Oxford, and ordained in 1830, he read prayers before our late QUEEN,
when she was a girl of sixteen. He has died in the same year as HER
late MAJESTY, and on the KINo's birthday. In paying an eloquent
tribute to his memory on Sunday, the Rev. C. H. GRUNDY, Vicar of
St. Peter's, Brockley, mentioned that, during his long tenure of the
vicarage of Hey, his father was never absent from his church on more
than three Sundays up to a fortnight ago. The late Vicar of Hey was
a faithful preacher of the doctrines of grace, and in the old days a
remarkable featnre of his discourses was the constant rustling of the
leaves of the Bible by the congregation as the passages were referred to
by the preacher.-In accordance with custom, the Rector of Southover,
Lewes (the Rey. D. LEE ELLIOTT), invited the" Lewes Bonfire Boys" to a
special service on Sunday afternoon, November 3rd. The church was
completely filled, and the service, which was of an exceedingly bright
character, was conducted by the Curate (the Rev. T. H. FITZPATRICK).
The Rector based an able sermon on the words, " \¥ atch ye, stand fast
in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. Let all things be done with
charity." In the course of his remarks, he stated that it was generally
recognised that that service had something to do with the celebrations
which were carried out on November 5th. He could not believe that
this demonstration was held in mere commemoration of the Gunpowder
Plot, or as a mere commemoration of the landing of WILLIAM of ORANGE.
These two events both happened in the seventeenth century, and on the
same day, November 5th. He was convinced that he was right in saying that, underneath the commemoration of these two events, there lay
a deeper and more general purpose, and that was this, that they wished
to perpetuate the protest which all true Churchmen, and all true
Englishmen, made against the Roman Catholic system and against its
influence.-The Rev. E. H. F. COSENS, M.A., preaching at Trinity
Church, Tewkesbury, on Sunday, November 3rd, from 1 Cor. i. 20, 21,
and dwelling on God's protection and deliverance of His people, ad ,erted
to the fact that we were only two days from the anniversary of the
great national deliverance granted at the time of the Popish Gunpowder
Plot, when King, Lords, and Commons were saved from being blown to
atoms. Mr. COSEKS is an uncompromising witness for the truth of God,
and against the errors of Romanism.

'l'HE NEW COMMANDMENT.
THERE are no seasons in the life of a regenerated believer in Christ
when the love of the brethren, as brethren in Christ jesus, is done
away. Try any dear child of God in the darkest hours, and this
remains. And if I love a child of God because he is a child of
God, I must truly love Him on whose account I feel that love.
So that it is a sweet testimony, in the absence of higher tokens
of our lo',e to the Lord Jesus, when we love the brethren for His
dear n:a,me's sake.-Hawke1·.
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THE BIBLE IN BRI'l'TANY.*
THE enemies of the Bible in this country are at their wits' end to
destroy the blessed effects of the Word of God among the Bretons.
In an article which has lately appeared in the If,'cho Paroissial de St.
Louis, published in Brest, we are accused of political motives in the
interests of England in our work of colportage, and of seeking to
prepare the way for the English to make an easy descent on
Brittauy.
It is true that during the last week we have succeeded in distributing
large numbers of Gospels and of copies of the Epistle of Paul to the
Romans, in Brest and its environs: but that which has much excited
the wrath of the Romish priests is that these books have been generally
received with much gratitude. In the above Journal they quote, as
an instance of the results of this distribution, the case of the islands of
Ushant and M:olines, where, after the disaster to the Drummond Castle,
our brethren GUILLOU and LEQUERE distributed the Word of God to all
who were able to read. In spite of the threats of the priests and their
efforts to prevent the reading of the books, they have been read j and
the inhahitants of those islands begin to see that, outside of Rome and
the religion of the priests, there is something nobler, more able to
pacify the conscience, to rejoice the heart, and to give life to the soul;
and that it is found in the free pardon granted to the poor sinner for
the sake of the blood of Christ shed for him on Calvary. We have in
the outcries of Rome against the work done in these islands a good
proof that our work has been blessed by Him who has said that His
Word shall not return to Him void.
Many of the readers of the Quarterly Rec01'd already know that
thousands of Bretons go every year to Jersey during the potato
season, which lasts about ten weeks. A Breton Evangelist accompanies
his countrymen during this time. This year it was the turn of one
of the colporteurs of the Trinitarian Bible Society, M. LE BUANEC.
Ris work has been done with much zeal, energy and courage j and has
been greatly appreciated by all the friends in Jersey. During his
residence there he has sold and given away a large number of New
Testaments and tracts in both the French and Breton languages. Ris
work has been hotly opposed by Rome, although she herself never
attempts to shepherd the people on her own account as our EvangE'lists
do.
At Brest we are accused of promoting a foreign policy j here
in Jersey, which is a British possession, for lack of better reasons,
our brother has been accused of doing wrong in forsaking his trade
of shoemaker in order to come and distribute the Word of God
among his countrymen in Jersey. Of course, it is all very annoying,
to the Jesuits, as they declare it injures their religion. The Echo
Paroissial, of St. Reliers, tries to make fun of the manner and of
the simple teaching of our brother, 3S well as of the fact that his
• We reprint this interesting article from the current issue of The Trinitarian
Bible Society's Quarterly Record, 25, New Oxford Street, London.
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dear wife spoke at one of the closing meetings. M. LEcoAT, roused
to indignation at these insults, has aJdressed the following lines to
this organ of the followen of LOYOLA. in Jersey:"The Breton Mission in Jersey and the enemies of the Gospe1.
" We have received from a friend a copy of an article, published
by the Echo de St. Helier, regarding the Breton Mission. The very
first line of this precious document shows that it was penned by one
who mocks at God, at the Gospel, and even at the country whose
hospitality he enjoys. In the breast of such a man there is neither
the love of God nor the love of his neighbour. One smells a corpse:
that is to say, a man who has renOllllced all that God had given
him of the noble and the beautiful; who has renounced reason and
conscience in order to obey a hidden power, the secret springs of
whose working are kept carefully out of sight. He begins in the
first place to ridicule a moral and philanthropic work. What did
the Roman Catholics in JErsey ever do for these Bretons before
1887? He derides the preaching of the Gospel: which is ten times
Qr <1, hundred times clearer and more simple that the Romish doctrine,
jn which Pope is set against Pope, council against council, and
doctrine against doctrine. He makes fun of the Evangelist; who has
far more true knowledge than he has himself; for he has been with
Jesus instead of with the Jesuits; which is quite another thing.
Imitating the Apostles, he has learned to be like his Divine Master
-brave, humble, gentle, and earnest in his heart, his house, and
his life. He knows Whom he has believed, and this is why he
speaks. Your ridicule and mockery will be of no use. The yoke of
iron under which you would like to hold down the Breton is rusting
away, and will S0011 be reduced to dust. You have engrafted YOllr
papal inventions upon the Druidism of Brittany; and soon the Gospel,
which alone is the power of God for the salvation of poor sinners,
will make a clean sweep of the whole solemn farce. Besides this,
the cry, 'Let us break with Rome,' which at the present moment
is heard all over Europe, even among your own clergy, is exteniling.;
and soon will be heard the awful cry of the Prophet., 'Babylon is
fallen, is fallen . . . which made all nations drink of the wine of
her fornication'" (Rev. xiv. 8).
At the present moment our colporteurs, who work on the coast
principally inhabited by seafaring folk, while they are still sowing,
are already beginning to reap the harvest. At P--, where almost
€very ablebodied man goes great distances to fish, the comfort and
consolation of the wives and children is in reading the Word of
God, A great number of sailors, before leaving for Ireland this year,
provided themselves with a Bible or a New Testament, in order, as
they said, to find in the Divine words a remedy for their sufferings
and their loneliness. The French sailor when at sea is genemlly very
pious; and our Bretons are beginning to learn that the reading of
the Bible is much more instructive than the repetition of the Rosary.
That the Lord may bless this reading is our most earnest prayer.
At 1'--, where, previous to the Hevocation of the Edict of Nantes,
there existed a considerable population of Evangelical Christians, our
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brother has been well received; but we will let him speak for
himself : "It was getting late when I arrived at T--, and I was wondering
where I could put up for the night. As I entered the town, I heard,
proceeding from a pretty little dwelling, the sound of a voice reading
aloud. The tones were sufficiently loud for me to catch several words,
and it was not long before I discovered that the reading was nothing
less than that of the Bible. The door was open, and I approached
softly, and when the reading was over (it was the third chapter of
the Gospel of St. John), the reader remarked, 'Certainly, whatever
the priests say, this is a good book.
" 'Yes, dear friends,' I added, 'it is God's book.' The six listeners
and the reader were much startled. After a moment they began
to ask me who I was, what I was doing there, and where I came from.
'I am a Breton like yourselves,' I replied; 'and, like you, I one day
met with that precious book; and in reading it I discovered that the
salvation of our souls does not consist in vain outward ceremonies,
but in a new birth, according to what you have just been reading in
that portion of God's Holy Word. I have, therefore, renmlllced all
outward ceremonies, in order to worship God in spirit and in truth,
as our Saviour requires us to do.' 'Then, sir, you must be a
Protestant. Only the Protestants speak in that way; you must come
from Tremel. They say there is quite a colony of them there.
You must stay with us to-night. We can give you a good bed,
and you must tell us . all about this book and your religion.' I
gladly accepted their invitation; and, after a simple but excellent
meal, the house was filled with people, and I had a capital meeting,
followed by a free distribution of Gospels. The next day I left the place,
promising to return as soon as possible. I visited the island of B--,
where about a year ago we distributed a good number of New Testaments. Here I was received wit.h open arms. From thence I went to
St. H--, a place celebrated for the protection that saint is supposed
to give to cows. Here a man, who has for some time possessed a Bible,
offers a plot of ground gratuitously to build an Evangelical school,
which is clamoured for by the people of the village. And this is how
the Bible works to the glory of its Divine Author ill Brittany! "
G. LE. Q.

GOOD HOPE.
dear child of God, if thou hast any life-, or hope, or desire in
Jesus, that it is not thy own life, but the life of Christ in thee; therefore it can never perish, nor utterly fail. Thy sinful nature cau afford
no hope, nor the shadow of a hope; not a desire, not even a wish to
desire the least good thing that relates to Jesus Christ. These are
exotics on earth, and must be transplanted from heaven. No fruit
nor flower of grace can spring from thy carnal nature; nothing
naturally flourishes there but the hateful weeds of free will, or rather
self will, of pride and unbelief.-Ser7e.
REMEMBER,
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CANON GORE'S APPOINTMENT.
AN IKSULT TO THE WORD OF GOD.
THE most disastrous blow struck at the cause of Evangelical truth in
the Church of England since the Reformation-so far as the appointment of Bishops is concerned-has just been dealt by the announcement that, under the responsible advice of LORD SALISBURY, the KING
has approved of the name of the ultra Sacerdotalist and "Higher
Critic," CANON GORE, as that of a fit and proper person to fill the
office of BISHOP of WORCESTEn. In protest against this unprecedented
advice of the PRIME MINISTER's, our contemporary, The English
Churchman, published last month the following leading article, every
word of which we cordially endorse : The promptitude with which the PRIME MINISTER has a0ted in
nominating CANON GORE to the CROWN as a fit person to succeed Dr.
PEROWNE, the Evangelical BISHOP of WORCESTER, on his resignation
of the See, contrasts strongly with LORD SALISBURY'S usual procedure
in similar circumstances.
The suddenness of the announcement,
indeed, leads to the belief that the elevation to the Episcopate of one
of the most pronounced Sacerdotalists to be found in the ranks of
the "Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament," and the "English
Church Union,"-the Superior of the monastic "Community of the
Resurrection,"-must have been deliberately anticipated by LORD
SALISBURY.
Not since the appointment of Dr. KING to Lincoln, sixteen years
ago, on the nomination of Mr. GLADSTONE, has the SOVEREIGN been
asked. to approve for advancement to the Episcopal bench of a known
member of either the C.B.S. or KC.D. By his action in advising the
CROWN to appoint CAKON GORE to Worcester, the PRIME MINISTER bas
inflicted serious injury on the National Church, while he has also
offered an open insult to that large and influential body of Churchmen
who are loyally attached to the Reformation principles on which the
Church is established. Feelings of profound indignation have naturally
been stirred in all directions, and public protests are finding expression
in terms of unqualified vigour and unmistakable directness. Even
supporters of the Government recognize the fact that this outrageous
ecclesiastical appointment is calculated to alienate popular confidence
and to fnrther weaken the SALISBURY Ministry. At a time when the
Protestantism of the country is becoming powerfully organized and
electorally compacted-on patriotic rather than on political and party
lines-the action of the Sacerdotalist PnnIE MunSTER is singularly
ill-judged and, indeed, suicidal.
For it will necessarily give prompt
and energetic impetus to that popular Protestant movement which
has already in the House of Commons forced the passage of a resolution
condemnatory of illegal Ritualism, and pledged the Government to
legislate for its repression should the Bishops fail to do their duty
in that direction. His MAJESTY'S chief adviser ventures to go in the
face of the Protestant sentiment of the country, and to defiantly
ignore the obligations to which the Ministry stand pledged to
the nation.
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We:e the intentions of the Government honestly directed to the
suppression of illegal Ritual practices, the most obvious method to be
adopted would be to strengthen the Episcopate by the appointment of
Bishops eminent for their loyalty to " the Protestant Reformed
Religion," and to the doctrine and discipline of the Church of England, as reformed and established. The policy of LORD SALISBURY is in
exact opposition to this reasonable method. A faithful Protestant
Bishop resigns his episcopal charge on the ground of suffering health.
What is the PRIME MINISTER'S course of action 1 Does he, realizing
that idolatry and superstition are imperilling the very existence of the
Church, take steps to have the vacancy filled by the appointment of a
duly qualified Chief Pastor-a man not only eminent for personal
piety and learning, but of tried allegiance to the Reformed Faith, and
worthy to be entrusted with the sacred responsibility of "banishing
and driving away all erroneous and strange doctrines contrary to
GOD'S Word" 1 On the contrary, he selects an acknowledged leader of
the Romeward Apostasy, whose learning and great intellectual gifts
have long been devoted to the interests of that retrograde movement,
and particularly by calling into question the supreme claims of the
Holy Scriptures. The question remains, however, whether Churchmen, loyal to the Bible and to the Protestant Faith, have no Constitutional redress in the circumstances. We believe they have.
Important steps, we understand, are in contemplation for the assertion of those Constitutional rights which are the heritage of
Protestant Englishmen, and neither pains nor means should be lacking
for the exercise of those rights to their utmost limits, that the Church
may be sa,ved from the deplorable consequences of the latest Ecclesi-·
astical appointment for which the head of the house of CECIL is
responsible.-The English Churchman.
SWEET WORDS FOR POOR TRIED ONES OF CHRIST'S FLOCK.
OH, my poor weary ones, let me tell you that even all your ingratitude,
your coldness, and your waywardness cannot exhaust Christ's love.
"The love of Christ passeth knowledge." It is unchangeable and
inexhaustible. As soon may you empty the ocean with your hand as
wear out Christ's love. He can listen to all your murmurings, He can
witness all your waywardness, and yet love on. 0 wondrous, matchless
Christ! Many waters cannot quench Thy love, and floods cannot drown
it! Thou knewest when Thou didst set Thy love npon me, how cold, how
ungrateful, and unthankful I should prove to Thee, and yet Thou
wouldest love me, and having loved Thine own, dost love them to the end.
Christ can never fail in His love! Cheer up, dear tried ones, He has
loved you once, and He will love you for ever !-Par·ks.

GOD lovel> His people first, and therefore best0ws grace on them.
His love is not excited towa~'ds them by. the graces He sees in

them.-Mason.
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JEHOVAH'S SERVANT IN THE COVENANT OF FREE
GRACE.

"And said

~mto

Me, Thou art My Se1'vant, 0 Israel, in whom I will

be glorified."-IsAIAH xlix. 3.
THIS is the Word of Him who spread the starry heavens, and made
the earth in six days. It is, however, His Word in the Covenant of
Grace. It is the very language of God the Son, as He in Covenant
with the Father undertook to become man for the redemption and
eternal salvation of all those sinners of mankind whom His Eternal
Father gave Him.
Oh, what rich grace is here unfolded to God's
Gentile elect, who are the inhabitants of "the islands of the sea!"
(Isaiah xi. 11); His gracious and sovereign determination to recover
them out of the ruins of that apostasy from Himself in the which
they were all partakers with Adam, when, by one transgression, he
constituted everyone of his posterity sinners. These poor Gentile
sinners are spoken of as a people who are to wait for His law, and so
they had to wait a long while for it ; for the Devil and the Pope of
Rome together did all they could to keep it from them for 1,400
years.
When, as a God of judgment, He caused judgment to be
heard from heaven, the earth feared, and was still-when He arose
in His judgments upon the mystic Babylon to save all the meek of the
earth who were one with Him in the Covenant of Grace. Before this,
these islands of the Gentiles were kept in a noisy ferment of willworship, superstitions, lies, and abominable idolatry. But, "He spake,
and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast." "Keep silence
before :Me, 0 islands," said Jehovah, as a God of sovereign grace,
"a!ld let the people renew their strength "-jjheir strength which had
hitherto wasted in Rome's errors, which may well be called, the
" labour of the foolish."
But see how God-like is this language. It is not the Lord 'lcill
call me from the birth. No! but He speaks of it as a thing already
accomplished.
"'rhe Lord hath called me from the womb." Ah!
this is that glorious Being who challenges all false gods to show things
to come, which they cannot do. This is He who is alone as a God
of infinite foreknowledge, "None like :Me, declaring the end from
the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet
done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure"
(Isaiah xlvi. 9, 10). When He took on Him the seed of Abraham
He spake of Him as JESUS, "for," 01' because of this, "He shall save
His people from their sins." His ministerial testimony, His preservation until it was finished-" a sharp sword" to both wound and kill;
His Word quick and powerful to convince and convert His own elect,
and to destroy with a sure destruction, and that for ever, all His
enemies.
Although these things were first given to the Church of the living
God by Moses, David, and Isaiah, they were the true sayings of God
long before, even in the eternity that existed before time began; for
that I understand by the term "ancient times." The times of the
ancient mountains were a past eternity when these were "the chief
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things" in the mind, will, counsel, and purpose of God, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, as designed to become, when realized, "the precious.
things of the lasting hills "-things that will be found to unite the
everlasting glory of Jehov3.h and the everlasting happiness of His
elect people.
It is, then, as God the Son was ordained in our nature to be the
Mediator of the new Covenant, that He is spoken of here as God's
"Servant." And as "Israel" is the name of His people-" And so all
Israel shall be saved," that is, all His people shall be saved-He takes.
the same name, being one with them. For as the body is one, which
hath many members, so also is Christ; Christ is the Head, and all
who are chosen in Him are Christ also, in everlasting union one, and
anointed with one and the same Spirit. Thou shalt be called by a new
name, namely, Israel.
I. In the constitution of Christ's Person as God-Man, the Father is.
glorified and shall be to eternity, for it is an effect of wisdom,
power, and love.
For God to be manifest in the flesh is a mystery confessedly great;
hence the highest created intelligences, the elect angels, desire to look
into it. In this God the Father is glorified. This was the witty
invention which was found out by Him who is Wisdom, and who·
ordained it to our glory as well as His own. Oh, great mystery of
ancient and everlasting love! Oh, what a foundation for the Church of
the living God in the Person of Christ. We preach Christ, said Paul,
the Wisdom of God and Christ the Power of God.
His glorious, holy human nature was the special work of God's.
hands (see Psalm CXXxlX. 13, 16). That human nature which was conceived in Mary was of the Holy Ghost. What an effect of Divine
power! "Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth
a son, and they shall call His name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us."
How the love of God shines in this ordination, for it was" to bring:
Jacob again" to God who departed from Him in Adam's transgression
that ",He was made flesh and dwelt among us."
His sovereign mercy is glorified in u(and by Him; for the Father is
glorified in Him by His suffering in His own Person the punishment
due to the sins of all His people. When He appeared in the flesh
to endure the curse of a broken law and to put away the sins of His.
people, we read, "His visage was so marred more than any man, and
His form more than the sons of men." That was the effect of the
curse upon Him who came to bear it away. Now, there is no real
beauty found on earth but in Him; no real happiness found but in
Him; no true joy found but in Him.
Men shall be blessed-not
apart from-but, IN HIM.
But, oh, consider His obedience unto death. By this glorious:
God-Man's obedience are many poor sinners "made righteous." Is
not this a great deep 1 They are to be made the righteousness of
God in Him-Mannasseh, Saul, Mary Magdalene, made the righteousness of God in Him. Oh, what a way -is here for the Father to be
glorified in the Son!
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n. The Father will be glorified in Him as He is the Last Ada,ma quickening Spirit, to quicken His own redeemed from their death in
trespasses and sins. What glory to God in opening the blind eyes
and turning them from darkness to light, and from Satan to God!
"I will be glorified" in Him, says the Father, in drawing poor
sinners unto Him, for "no man can come to Me except the Father
which hath sent Me, draw him." That sweet hymn writer well
says" Jesus draws the chosen race
By His sweet, resistless grace."
Grace given in regeneration makes them poor in spirit, meek, mourners,
and hungerers and thirsters after righteousness; grace given puts a
cry in their hearts, whereby they cry unto the Lord in their trouble,
and He hears them and saves them out of all their distresses, and this
state of things remains and continues with them all their journey
through the wilderness.
They see their need of grace; they feel their need of it; they-that is,
the sheep-hear His voice. "Herein is My Father glorified, that ye
bear much fruit "-the fruit of the Spirit-and what He requires even
that He gives and bestows. But He is pleased to keep them waiting at
His gates and watching at the posts of His doors. Yea, He chastens
them, to "save the soul He loves from the sin He hates," as dear
Top LADY well says. So He chasteneth Jacob, David, Hezekiah, and
Peter. The Father is glorified when Jesus visits their souls with the
powerful, precious visits of His love, dissolving them, drawing out their
spiritual affections; as David, "Is this the manner of man, 0 Lord
God 1" and Paul, " I am ready to die for the name of the Lord Jesus."
Hence, all the rich fruits of the Spirit now extant in the writings of
godly men who have left their testimony behind them, is a revenue of
glory to the Father for His grace given these in and by Jesus. In
what Christ did for them. In what He did in them; in quickening
them, pardoning them, giving them faith and repentance; in le:1ding
them and preserving them in a wicked world, when Satan desired to
have them, and went about to devour them; in their dying testimony
to His mercy, truth, His doctrine and love-to the efficacy of His
blood, by which they overcame. And by them, to the principalities and
powers in heavenly places, raising up their bodies from the silent tomb
and presenting them a glorious Church, without spot, wrinkle, or any
such thing.
Bir·kenhead.
G. A.
VISITS TO JESUS.
LET my daily, hourly visits to the pardon office of my LOl;a be
always under these impressions :-1 go to receive, not to give; I go
empty, to be filled; and like the beggar who goes out every morning
'to seek his daily alms, who literally hath nothing, so may God the
Spirit lead me, stripped of everything of my own, to the highway of
ordinances, and to the mercy-seat of Jesus, to teceive out of His
fulness and "grace for grace."-Dr·. Hawker'.
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THE PORTRAIT.-SELINA, COUNTESS OF HUNTINGDON.
" AND upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out My Spirit."
Such was a Divine promise concerning this Gospel dispensation,
uttered seven hundred years before the day of Pentecost. Abundantly
has the Faithful Promiser kept His word, for among the most
eminent of the instruments employed by Him for the extension of His
Gospel Kingdom on earth have been gracious, gifted, and devoted
women. The praise of many of these is in the Churches. Yet, many
more have served theil' generation so humbly and unobservantly that
only the great day, when" the manifestation of the sons of God" shall
dawn, will their pious offices be fully known. Meanwhile, what the
Apostle wrote to the 1 hilippians of Phebe is applicable to such
"mothers in Israel" fl,S tllP T,ord has been pleased to raise up and
bring under the notice of "..le Church. "I commend unto you Phebe
our sister, which is 3 servant of the Church which is at Cenchrea: that
ye receive her in the L'Jrd, as becometh saints, and that yf,J assist her
in whatsoever business she hath need of YOll; for she hath been a
.succourer of many, and of me also." Their memory is fragrant, and
it is seemly that their service in the cause of God's precious truth
should be kept in grateful remembrance.
It is in consideration of the obligation we owe to the abounding
grace that characterized" those holy women who trusted in God" in
old time, that we bring under notice, though necessarily only briefly,
the name of that doubly noble lady-SELINA, COUNTESS of HUNTINGDON
-who was providentially called and qualified to materially nurture
and spiritually influence that remarkable revival of vital religion which
took place in our country during the latter half of the eighteenth
century.
SELINA HASTINGS, COUNTESS of HUNTINGDON, the second of three
daughters and co-heiresses of ,VASHINGTON SHIRLEY, second EARL
FERREHS, was born August 24th, 1707. She married, June 3rd, 1728,
THEOPHILUS HASTI~GS, ninth EARL of HUKTINGDON, and re'lided with
him at Dunnington (or Donington) Park, in the parish of Donington,
Leicestershire. Her call by grace appears to have been cffected through
the instrumentality of a relative-her sister-in-law, LADY MARGARET
HASTINGS. RefelTing to her conversion, it is reported of her that she
used to bless God for the letter m in the Scripture passage, " Not many
noble are called" (1 Cor. i. 26), for if it had read" not any" she had
been excluded. The spiritual birth and profession of one occupying
her high social position provoked the displeasure of her worldly
relatives, and steps were taken La argue her out of her religious
" opinions." A conversation on the subject with BISHOP BENSON,
LORD HUNTINGDON'S old tutor at Oxford, was arranged, but it proved
ineffectual. The work of the Holy Spirit was proof against the fire.
Not so much as "the smell of fire" was suffered to pass upon the
Lord's faithful witness. For the rest of her long life her LADYSHIP
devoted herself and her considerable substance to the interests of the
Kingdom of Christ, and was largely used to introduce the Gospel of
the grace of God into the highest circles of society. Her frequent
3 K
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visits at Twickenham, the residence of her auut, LADY FRANCES SHIRLEY,
brought her into contact with some of the chief literary celebrities of
the day. With both JOHN and CHARLES WESLEY she was intimately
acquainted, and attended their services in Fetter Lane. She, indeed,
became a member of the first" Methodist" Society, formed in that
place in 1739. The credit is hers that the first itinerant lay preacher
to exercise his gifts in public owed his mission to her earnest exhortations. In the neighbourhood of Donington Park she especially
~mcouraged lay ministration, sending out her own servant, DA VID
TAYLOR, to preach the 'Vord among the people. The loss of two
sons, GEORGE and FERDINANDO HASTINGS, from small pox, in 1743, and
of her husband in 1746, served to graciously deepen her acquaintance
with the things of God; and her discrimination in regard to the
doctrines of sovereign grace appears to have grown considernbly.
On her sou FRANCIS attaining his majority, the COUNTESS left
Donington Park, and took a residence at Ashby, with her other children,
and her sisters-in-law, the LADIES HASTINGS. One of the latter, LADY
MARGARET, who, as has been already noted, was the honoured instrument
of the conversion of the COUNTESS, subsequently married an earnest
Evangelical clergyman, the Rev. BENJA~nN INGHAM. This incident
contributed to increase LADY HUNTINGDON'S interest in the spread of the
Gospel.
In furtherance of this object she exercised her right-or
assumed right-as a Peeress, to appoint an unlimited number of
Chaplains, one of the earliest of whom was the Rev. GEORGE WHITEFIELD.
The first appointed was, probably, the Rev. WILLIAl{
ROMAINE. Services, with expositions of the Word, were frequently
conducted by WHITEFIELD (1748) in her LADYSHIP'S house at
Chelsea. These were frequently attended by such eminent personages
as CHESTERFIELD, 'vVALPOLE, and BOLINGBROKE.
Reducing her personal expenses, she expended very large sums in the erection of chapels
in various parts of London and the Provinces, and appointed men full
of faith and the Holy Ghost to minister in them. RmIAINE, TOPLADY,
BERRIDGE, VENN, FLETCHER, GRIMSHAW, DODDH1DGE, RO\VLAND HILL,
and other discriminating preachers of God's truth, occupied the
·pulpits, from time to time, gathering enormous crowds of willing
hearers.
The spiritual results of this wide-spread sowing of the
"incorruptible seed" were truly wonderful.
Thus did the Great
Head of the Church, "the Bishop of sonls," set His seal of approbation on the faith and service of the "Elect Lady."
In 1768, recognizing the great importance of securing-if it might be
God's pleasure-a true succession in the supply of pastors to feed the
flock which Christ had purchased with His blood, the COUNTESS converted the old mansion of Trevecca, near Talgarth, South Wales, into
a Theological Seminary. This institution, which she liberally supported
(lut of her own purse, and with the assistance of Christian friends,
became her chief residence. A severe trial of her faith and test of her
good judgment arose in 1779. Up to that date she and her chaplains
had continued members of the Church of England. But, in the year
mentioned, a decision of the Consistorial Court in London, prohibiting
her chaplains from preaching in the "Pantheon" (a large building in

l

i
'1

811

,The Gospel Magazt'ne.

thc Metropolis, rented for the purpose by the COUNTESS) compelled her
to take shelter under the provisions of the Toleration Act. This step
was, of course, adopted with sincere regret, but was viewed as right in
the sight of God. Several of her ministers, among whom were
ROMAINE, VENN, and BERRJDGE separated from the" Connexion," while,
however, taking unabated interest in the work.
Till her peaceful death, in London, June 17, 1791-in her 84th
year-LADY HUNTINGDOK exercised an active personal superintendence
over her chapels and chaplains, maintaining her leading' position as
well by her genial, earnest piety and force of character as by her
high social station and. generous liberality. Her Chapels and College
were bequeathed to Trustees, and in 1792 the latter was transferred to
Cheshllnt, Herts, where it has since flourished. "I.' Perhaps, no other
Christian lady, of noble birth, has left so distinct and permanent a
mark on the vital religion of England. The name of SELINA COUNTESS
of HL'~TINGDON will be cherished by all generations of true believers in
the Lord Jesus Christ to the end of time, as that of one of those
"handmaidens" on whom, according to the prophecy of Joel-already
quoted-the SPIRIT of JEHOVAH was richly poured out in the latter
days of the Gospel dispensation.
, Wc, ourselves, feel it no small satisfaction that the GOSPEL
MAG,\zINE fully recognized her worth upwards of a hundred years
ago.
THE EDITOR.
No sinner ever went to heaven with one spot of sin upon hia

soul.-Mason.
" An interesting record of the death of the good COUNTESS appeared in The
Gentleman's Magazine for the year 1791, from which we extract the following
passages :-"At her house in the Spa Fields, near London, in her 84th year [died),
the Right Honourable SELINA COUNTESS DOWAGER of HUNTINGDON. Her Ladyship had been a widow 45 years; and so long has a fine bURt of her, by Kent,
heen placed on the tomb of her deceased lord, at Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Co.
Leicester, where by her will she has directed her own remains (dressed in the
suit of white silk which she wore at the opening of a chapel in Goodman's
Fields) to be deposited, in as plain a manner as possible; the coffin to be
coyercd with black, and the officiating clergyman (Mr. JONES, of the Spa Fields
Chapel) to receive £10 for his trouble. Her very great religious concerns, as
head of a very numerous sect in Great Britain and Ireland, are left by will in the
hands of committees for managing them in both kingdoms. Her religious
l)rinciples have been long since known, and her unbounded benevolence bore the
best testimony of the purity of her intentions, having, in the course of her life,
expended above one hundred thousand pounds in public and private acts of
charity. She has left an annuity of £100 to LADY ERSKTNE; and £4,000 to be
disposed of in charitable gifts, at the discretion of EARL DARTMOUTH, SIR
RICHARD HILL, the Hon. THo~fAS ERSKIl>E, and her Ohaplain, Mr. HAWES.
By her death, LORD RAWDON, her grandson, gets an addition to his fortune of
£il,200 a year; £1,500 per annum goes to his Lordship's mother, the COUNTESS of
MOIRA; at whose death he will get an addition of the the six following baronies:
Hastings, Hungerford, Newmarch, Botreax, Molins, and Mods. The rest of her
Ladyship's fortune is bequeathed for the support of 64 chapels, which she had
established throughout the kingdom." There are several portraits of the
COUNTESS extant; one painted by BOWYER was engraved by J. FITTLER in 1790;
another, in mezzotint, by J. RUSSELL, appeared in 1773. The portra.it which we
produce this month was originally engraved for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and
appeared in its issue for June, 1776.
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OUR HEAVENLY FATHER.
NOTES OF

ADDRESS BY THE REV. DR. PIERSON,
NOVEMBER 12TH, 1900.
I SUPPOSE the most emphatic passage in the Old Testament about
God's Fatherhood is in Psalm ciii. We do not hear much about it in
the Old Testament, but this is a very remarkable disclosure, "Like as
a father pitieth his ehildren, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him."
You know the difference between pity and compassion; compassion
implies, often, that we are on a level with people we compassionate,
we have a fellow feeling; but pity is the feeling of One who is not on
our level, and who looks down upon us with infinite condescension.
" For He knoweth our frame." The word" frame" is a very peculiar
one, it means just what it says; He knows the way we are put together.
Just as a man who frames a house knows all its weak and strong
points, and as a man who puts together a machine knows just where
a breakage is likely to occur, or any kind of friction, so He knows
how we are put together, and He does not expect of us what is
impossible. He knows that into our composition dust enters, and we
are frail, made of the earth, earthy, finite, and He does not lay upon
us any burden we cannot bear, or look to us for any exertion or
endurance for which we are unprepared. This is a most wonderful
disclosure of fatherly pity, most tenderly put.
'Now Hebrews xii. 5-13. May I read it? the very reading of it is f1
sermon. There are two temptations in affliction,-one, to despise it, and
the other, to faint under it, to take it in the spirit of a stoic-" I can't
help it, it is my fate, and steel ourselves against it; " or, on the other
hand to say, "God must be very much displeased with me; look how
He tries me. I do not know what I have clone to deserve it," and to
faint and become despondent. The Lord says, "Don't treat :My
chastening as a thing to be lightly dealt with, find don't faint under
it, getting into despondency and despair, as if I were cli~pleased
with you."
We have never been accustomed to regard the chastisement of a
parent as a sign of love, though it may be, but God says His
chastisement is, and that it is also a sign that we are children. If
you have no affliction, you lack the sign and confirmation of sonship.
How beautiful! God loves us so that He cannot let us stray, and
get wrapped up in what is earthly, or allow us to neglect prayer or
His Word, and therefore He chastens us because there is no otheI'
way to bring us back to Himself.
If you and I had infinite wisdom and love, and conld have
planned our lives, we should not have deviated in the least from
God's dealings. And if we get hold of that last name by which
God is revealed, "God is love," not only loving, lovely, but the
representation, the incarnation of love, we should get infinite comfort
and consolation even in the most severe and afflictive dealings, knowing that the Hand that governs is not only the Hand that guides by
infinite wisdom, but that the very sceptre of God is a sceptre of
love. And I believe' we are going to spend part of ctcmity in
AN
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looking back over the past, over God's discipline, to see that where
we thought, like Jacob, "All these things are against me," God saw
that all these things were JOT us, and that the very things we should
. have avoided were the very things we could not have avoided
without disaster, and the very things for which we prayed we should
not have prayed for, if we had known, and the very things we
shrunk from as from the surgeon's knife, made spiritual health
possible.
"THE DESIRE OF ALL NATIONS SHALL COME."
(HAGGAI

ii. 7.)

LONG ago the wm'ds were spoken,
As a loving, gracious token
Of Messiah's coming reign:
All nations should be blest in Him,
Whose light would lighten what was dim,
And peace and joy obtain.
And 10 ! the promise was fulfilled
In course of time, as God had willed,
When Jesus Christ was born:
He satisfied the longing soul,
And made the wounded spirit whole,
By sin and sorrow torn.
As the predicted Saviour, He
Atoned for sin on Calvary,
And life and pardon bought:
His gracious advent we'll proclaim,
And ask for blessings in His name,
As in the Scriptures taught.
When the Christmas bells are ringing,
And. His praises wc are singing,
This promise we'll recall;
And note with joy the love that gave
A Mighty One to bless and save
Those ruined by the fall.
• Our Chief Desire He needs must be,
Who gives us life and liberty,
And all things to enjoy!
Let anthems linger on our tongue,
And life itself be one glad song
Of unfol'gotten joy!

Bm11Lhall.

t.

J. E.

WINDER.

THIS is the mystery of our religion, that we worship God according
to the economy of His wisdom and grace, wherein He doth dispense of
Himself unto us in the Persons of the Father, Son, and Spirit j otherwise He will not be honoured or worshipped by us. And those who in
their worship or invocation do attempt an approach unto the Divine
nature as absolutely considered, without respect unto the dispensation
of God in the distinct Persons of the Holy Trinity, do reject the mystery
of the Gospel, and all the benefits of it.-D1'. Owen.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
are already being made for the Coronation of our new
Sovereign and his august Consort, which is to take place next year.
Tbeir crowns and tbeir robes are being got ready, and distant guests are
receiving invitations to be present. This may remind us that preparations are also being made for a far greater and grander Coronation,
namely, that of the King of kings, and His beloved Consort. Their crowns
and their robes are being got ready, and invitations are being issned to
those who are to be present on that joyful occasion. May we be of their
number!

PREPARATIONS

FIFTY years have passed away since the first submarine telegraph cable
was laid between England and France. Since that time no less than
1,769 similar cables have been laid across almost all the great seas and
oceans, including a very important one which has just been laid from
our own shores direct to Australia, via the Cape of Good Hope, and thus
almost all the great portions of land on the earth's surface have been
put into almost instantaneous communication with one another. A
daily newspaper points out that this wonderful achievement has both
its advantages and its disadvantages, but that, happily, the former seem to
outweigh the latter. " It has been," the writer says, "the means of
letting angry nations speedily know what they are saying about each
other, and it has thus irritated national passions in a way that every
modern statesman has deplored, and yet it has knitted up their
material interests into one continuous and universal web, and this has
long ago proved to be an incomparably more powerful guarantee of
peace than has ever been known before." "But," the writer adds,
" the most suggestive reflection of all is, that the nature of the electric
current is ai'l complete a mystery to us now as it 'l"l'as fifty years ago.
Whether it works in wave, earth, or atmosphere, whether it transmits
enormous energy, or conveys secret intelligence, we know not what it
is. 'Ve only know what it does, but not how it does it. The way in
which this subtle and mighty force has extended its agencies, netting
the round globe in its meshes, and forming a universal medium between
mind and matter, remains, in spite of daily use and habit, a marvel of
the working world beyond all that was ever fabled of enchantment."
What a lesson is here for those who ignore or reject religious truths
because they cannot fully know or understand them!
A LOUD outcry has been made in some quarters respecting the
infantine mortality in the concentration Boer ramps in South Africa,
where the families of the Boers who are still fighting against us are'
gathered together, awaiting the cessation of the war; and it has been
affirmed that this mortality is owing to the barbarous manner in which
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those families are treated. But the Medical Officer of Health for the
City of Bath, Dr. SnroNs, calls attention to a startling fact, namely, that
the infantine mortality in some of our large towns at home is even
greater than, this exceptional mortality in the concentration camps.
He says: "The infantile mortality in England and Wales shows an
increase of 9'5 compared with the mean rates of the ten preceding
summers. The three towns with greatest infantile mortality were:
Birkenhead, 362; Salford, 351; and Manchester, 348 per 1,000 births.
The mortality among infants in these towns exceeded the mortality
among children in the concentration camps in South Africa, which was
at the rate of 341 deaths per 1,000 annually during the same three
months. In South Africa the deaths were among older children, who
are naturally more robust than infants, and English people are painfully
shocked at this mortality; but in England we lost infants at the rate of
208 per 1,000, chiefly from preventable causes, and this occurs year
after year." THis seems to be a sad state of things, and a great waste
of human life; but when we remember that the little ones who are
thus prematurely cut off in our large towns belong chiefly to miserable
homes and to neglectful, and often vicious parents, it seems a mercy
that they are delivered from the evils and dangers which surround them.
RESPECTING the concentration camps, there seems to be much misunderstanding. They have been spoken of as an evidence that we are
carrying on the war in South Africa in an inhuman manner, but they
are nothing of the kind, they are really an evidence of the very
opposite. They consist of families which have been left on our hands
by our opponents, and we might have left them, if we had been inhumanly inclined, to starve and perish; but instead of that, we have
fed and clothed and sheltered them; and although it has been absolutely
necessary to gather them together in large n'lmbers instead of leaving
them scattered over vast tracts of country, we have done this with the
greatest kindness and care, and the SECRETARY of 'VAR may well say : "When people talk about' barbarism,' I want to ask them this
question-·what nation engaged in war has at any time in any country,
or under any conditions, endeavoured to feed, clothe, house, nurse,
doctor, and educate 150,000 persons who have been left on their hands
by the enemy, whom they have called upon, as LORD ROBERTS did on
two occasions, to take over and maintain their own belongings, but who
said they would leave them upon our hands 1"
IT is pleasing to hear that very good results are already becoming
apparent from the war which recently occurred between the United
States and Spain, and the occupation by the former of the Island of
Cuba. The inhabitants of Cuba appear to be beginning to realize
what an immense difference there is between the rule of their former
and of their present masters, and a visitor to the Island speaks very
hopefully of the Protestant movement there. He states that the
natives are much attracted by the Free Church forms _of religion, and
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especially by the Congregationalists and Baptists, whose services are
thronged, and whose form of government they call "the Liberty
Religion." The field is spoken of as "white unto harvest," The
Christian'observes in reference to this :-" If the American interference
in Cuba leads to nothing more than the breaking up of the power of
the priests, who have stifled true religion and education in that country
for centuries, it will have been an unspeakable boon to that much-tried
island." We earnestly hope that in a similar manner satisfactory
results will eventually be seen to accrue from the long-continued and
greatly regrettable warfare now being waged in South Africa, We
know well that the Most High can bring good out of evil, and we trust
that it may be His will to do so in this case.
AN excellent choice has been made in the appointment cf BISHOP
TAYLOR-SJlUTH to be CHAPLAIN-GENERAL of the Forces, The position
of Chaplain-General is an extremely important one, involving immense
responsibility in the selection and supervision of the numerous chaplains
to the Forces, and there is every reason to believe that BISHOP TAYLORSMITH will worthily and efficiently fill the position. The Record says,
in raference to this appointment :-" The spiritual affairs of the Army
have not in the past received from the country the attention they
deserve. Whatever misconceptions may exist as to the Army, there is
the fact that every year it takes from the ranks of the population
a certain number of young men and boys, some of whom have
hitherto enjoyed regular religious teaching and some of whom have
not. In both cases their spiritual care is important; in the one
that principles acquired in the past and habits formed in the past
may not be lost j in the other that such principles and habits may,
if possible, be formed. . . . . We rejoice to believe that the foul
accusations brought against the British Army in South Africa by a
Continental Press at once venal and penetrated with a deadly aniIrtosity towards our nation are unfounded.
There is abundant and
reliable testimonv to the admirable conduct of our men-conduct
which contrasts in a striking way with that of their foes, and with
that of those who as a daily occupation slander our soldiers. But
how strongly these accusations enforce the nation's duty towards the
men who are fighting for it j how clearly they show us that in time of
peace as well liS amidst the perils of war we should do all in our
power to promote the spiritual and moral welfare of the Army!
There is, then, a great opportunity before the CHAPLAIN-GENERAL and
his workers. Compulsory attendance at parade services renders the
position of Chaplain one of very peculiar advantage. What other
clergyman has equal facilities for addressing at regular intervals such
a body of men in the very prime of life 7 What Incumbent or
Curate can as readily get access to an equal number of men 7 What
other clergy ever come upon the unique opportunities presented by an
army in the field 7 It has been freely said during the present war
that, whilst our chaplains have shown admiral zea!, courage, and cheerfulness in the field, many of them have sadly failed at parade services.
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Sermons which are heard only with indifference and inattention at
home seem hopelessly incongruous and useless, and are bitterly resented, when addressed to a body of men in the face of the enemy.
The Army wants chaplains in whom manliness is apparent as well as
godliness; who can in public as well as in private speak direct to the
hearts and consciences of men; chaplains of tact and practical wisdom;
men who will work as strenuously, whether at home or abroad, as
the most industrious of the parochial clergy. The Army has such
men; it wants more of them."
PUBLIC meetings in the Metropolis, to bid farewell to outgoing
Missionaries, have become a familiar event during the last few years,
and as the number of the Missionaries has steadily increased, so has
the attendance and impressiveness of these meetings also increased.
The Church Missionary Society recently held one of these farewell
meetings at Exeter Hall, when no le&s than one hundred and ninetyeight Missionaries, including their wives, were taken leave of, eightyeight of them going out for the first time, and one hundred and ten
returning to their work in heathen lands. The sight of so large a
number of devoted servants of Christ, gathered together at one time,
and voluntarily about to expose themselves to "perils amongst the
heathen," must have been a very impressive one, and calculated to stir
up much sympathy, deep feeling, and earnest prayer.

THE City of New York ought to have a brighter time before it, for
the notorious "Tammany Ring," one of the most corrupt combinations
for the encouragement of vice which has probably ever existed, has been
ousted by a large majority of votes at the recent municipal elections,
and the fearful evils which by its demoralizing influence have been
fostered and encouraged, ought to be permanently checked. H is an
utter disgrace to a civilized community, when its public officials are
known to be shamelessly enriching themselves by means of bribes, and
when those whose duty it is to search out and convict bad characters,
do not attempt to do their duty because they are regularly subsidized
by those bad characters. The honourable and law-respecting citizens
of New York have endured this state of things far too long; now,
having risen in united force and altered it, it is to be hoped that they
will never allow it to occur again.

l.

'fHE thirty-fifth annual report of "The National Incorporated Waifs
Association," or better known as "Dr. BARNARDO'S Homes," may
well arouse in the minds of all who read it new feelings of interest
and satisfaction; interest in the striking details which are given of
the noble work which is carried on by the Association, and satisfaction
-or rather, we might say profound gratitude-for the wonderful
results which it has been enabled to accomplish.
In sending this
report out Dr. BARNARDO pathetically says :-" Will you do my
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waif and orphan children the service of ?'eailinrl the accompanying
record of another year of hard work on their behalf 1 I believe that
if you read, you will sympathize, and if you sympathize, you will
help,-and we sadly need your help! Since these pages were written
we have been fa.st making history. Steadily, day by day, my family
has been growing, and the area of our operations extending. To-day
there are under the care of the Association more than 5,400 young
poople-babies, boys, and girls, big lads and lasses, little invalids, and
helpless incurables,-gathered in, in Christ's name, from here, there,
and everywhere. And still they come! Sixty new admissions every
week; eight or nine every day! During last year our Incorporated
Association admitted more children (1,532) than were admitted by all
other societies put together. '1.'he calls for aid from destitute and
forlorn childhood were never louder or more urgent than they are at
present!" When we think of the enormous number of peor destitute
"waifs and strays" wh;,h this excellent Association has been the
means of rescuing from a degraded and criminal-producing condition,
to a respectable and honest, and in many cases to a really Christian
life, we feel that we can heartily rejoice, and earnestly hope that it
may be more and more successful, and be so liberally supported that
it may never be restricted or crippled for lack of funds.

D. A. D.
A FEW CRUMBS FOR THE LORD'S DEEPLY TRIED ONES.
OH, dear tried and tempted ones, if you are suffering from any
temptation, tribulation, desertion, darkness, or whatever it may be,
either in mind, body, or estate, the gracious Lord help you to rejoice
that you are accounted worthy to suffer for Christ's sake, knowing
that it is all working together for the best (Tyndale's version),
according to the purpose of your Covenant God and Father to produce
the greatest good to your souls, and to your bodies also. It is all to
enable you to take up those words of dear Job, who said, "hen overwhelmed with afflictions, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust
in Him."-G. D. Doudney.
'rHE GREAT SHEPHERD AND HIS LITTLE FLOCK.
ALTHOUGH it consists of a great multitude, yet it is very little in
comparison with the world.
They have but one Spirit in them all,
but one Lord, one faith, and one baptism. They are of one heart,
and of one mind, th~y walk by one rule, and mind the same thing.
Though part of them have already entered into rest, and others are
still in the world, yet they have sweet fellowship and communion
with each other in the unity of the Spirit, and ere long they will
be gathered into one place. There will be but one fold, and one
Shepherd.- Romaine.
No man ever knows God till he believes in Jesus the Son of God.-

Mason.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
THE arrangements for the service at St. Mary"Vioolnoth Church, on
Thursday evening, December 5th, at seven o'clock, when the Rev.
D. A. DOUDNEY. M.A., will preach, have now been completed, and it is
hoped that a large number of the supporters of the Institution will
assemble. From 1779 to 1807, JOHN NEWTON ministered in this
church, where it seems peculiarly appropriate that the claims of the
Society should be advocated.
In January the Committee will advance 100 of the Five Guinea.
Pensioners to the Seven Guinea Pensions. This will entail an increase
in expenditure of upwards of £200 per a.nnum, bringing up the tota.l
annual outla.y in pensions to more tha.n £12,000. Two hundred doubled
annual subscriptions of one guinea. yet remain .to be obtained in order
that the Society may fully avail itself of <)\;hc munificent offer of
B. DENSHAU, Esq. The New Year will present a favourable opportunity
for an increase of subscriptions, and for the support of new friends, in
response to the specia.l efforts now being ma.de.
On Friday, November 15th, the Winter Sale of Work was held in the
Hall of the Hornsey Rise Asylum. A large number of friends were
present, and the Lady Visitors were much encouraged by the results,
which were for the benefit of the Benevolent Fund for the sick and
infirm inmates. Tea was provided, to which the inmates were invited
as guests, and a pleasant hour of Christian intercourse was spent. In
the evening the Rev. W. SINDEN preached an excellent sermon in the
Asylum Chapel, from John xvi. 14, followed by :.L collection for the
"Maintenance Fund of the Home.
.
The visits of any friends are heartily welcomed, and it is hoped that
many will be able to inspect this "peaceable habitation" for 120 of the
Lord's aged poor.
THE PRIESTHOOD.
OH, what a most blessed truth it is, that our great High Priest was
compassed. not with the sinfnl infirmities of our nature, but He
threw Hiillself into the midst of all our temptations, that He might
bear everything through which His poor people have to pass. Dear
children of God, we live far below our privileges when we forget that
our Lord Jesus Christ always sympathizes with us in all the most
minute concerns of life.
Oh, would that, amidst all our trials and
conflicts, and difficulties, we entered into our chamber, and spoke with
the Lord, as it were, to put Him in remembrance that He once
sojourned in this vale of j;ears.-Kmuse.
He who lives upon his past experiences, Narcissus like, falls in love
with his own beauty, and like him will pine away and die. Or he is
just as wise as a man who is satisfied with the thoughts of food
received in times past.-l~Iason.
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Good Tidings of Gnat Joy. By C. H. SPURGEON. London: Passmore
and Alabaster. Price Is. 6d.
THE "old, old story" retold by the late revered Pastor C. H. SPURGEON in his own forcible and striking style. As, for example, to quote
a brief passage :-" No aristocratic Christ have I to commend to you,
but the Saviour of the people, the Friend of publicans and sinners.
Jesus is the true' poor man's Friend.' He is 'a Witness to the
people, a Leader and Commander to the people.'
Oh, that each
one of us might truly say, 'Unto me is Christ born!' If I
truly believe in Him, Christ is born unto me, and I may be
as sure of it as if an angel announced it personally to me,
since the Scripture assures me that, if I believe in Jesus, He is mine,
and I am His, and through union with Him I become a partaker in
His everlasting life, and in all that He has."
Sunday Concerts and the London Co~tnty Council. By FREDERIC
PEAKE, M.A., LL.D. London: Lord's Day Observance Society.
THE Lord's Day Observance Society is doing a very important work
in drawing attention to the continual efforts which are being made
to secularize the Lord's Day, and opposing those efforts.
Home

W01·ds Annual Volume for 1901 :-London: Hmne Words
Publishing Office.
THIS new Annual Volume of a popular serial is quite equal to its
predecessors in attractiveness, and contains a large amount of interesting and instructive matter, and excellent illustrations.
A Call to Arms. By HORACE G. GROSER, Author of The Jl.ingclom of
Manhood, &c. London: Andrew Melrose.
A STIRRING address to young men and upper-form boys on the battle
of life.
ALSO RECEIVED :-Qua1·terly Jottings f1"om the New Hebrides;" Ch1'istian Science; The Holy Communion, its Nature and its Blessings; A
Search for a Princess; Only a Pmyer Meeting, &c.
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