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OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL OAUTION, OOUNSEL, AND OOMFORT.

"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOd."-2 COR. i. 4.

SALVATION SIMILITUDES.

" And the Lord their God shall save them in that day as the flock of His
people / fo?' they shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign
tlpOn His land."-ZECHARIAH ix. 16.
ZECH.ARIAH was one of Jehovah's prophets whose ministry was specially
designed to stir up and encomage the tribes who had returned to
Jerusalem from captivity in Babylon to rebuild the Lord's Temple
which lay in ruins. His prophetic writings, however, anticipated not
only the restoration of the Holy' House and the reviving of Zion's
glory, but the ushering in of Messiah's reign of grace and the establishing of a spiritual kingdom which should endme for evermore. The
key-note of the prophet's Gospel message is recorded earlier in the
chapter from which our verse is taken-" Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter
of Zion: shout, 0 daughter of Jerusalem; behold, thy King cometh
unto thee; He is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon
an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass." In the Gospel by Matthew
(xxi. 4), it is distinctly stated, "All this was done "-the prophecy
was accomplished-" ~hat it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the
prophet." Jesus rode into Jerusalem, seated on an ass, amid the
Hosannas of the Jewish multitudes, and to the great vexation of the
Chief Priests and the Scribes. These historical facts fix for us the
application of the passage at the head of this article. The prophecy
belongs to the Gospel" day" in which we live. How distinguished is
the honom of being allowed to see such a glorious prophecy as this
fulfilled, and to be reckoned, through grace, 'among the subjects of its
beneficent tidings. "In that day "-" now is the day of salvation."
Blessed, indeed, are all they of whom it is written-" And the Lord
their God shall save them in that day." For their salvation displays
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the wonders of redeeming love, the deep counsels of eternal wisdom,
and the Covenant purposes of the Tri-une Jehovah. Hence, we observe
no fewer than three distinct similes are employed by the prophet
_Zechariah to illustrate the saving work which God performs for, and
in His people.

1. They are saved as a flock;
2. They are saved as the stones of a crown;
3. They are exhibited as an exalted ensign.

"

Full of instruction and encouragement are these Divinely chosen
similitudes.
May the eyes of our under~tanding be gmciously enlig'htened to see in them the salvation of our God, and to prove by
sweet experience their referellce and applicatioll to ourselves.
1. "The Lord their God shall save them in that day as the flock of
His people." The objects of God's everlasting love are no mere handful, but"Conntless as the &tars of heaven,
Or, as the early dew."

Because they are a hidden people, whom the worl9- cannot know, they
are for the most part despised as insignificant, feeble, and few. But
"the Lord knoweth them that are His." One of the highest of the
many sublime tit1es J ehovah has been pleased to assume bears witness
to the vastness of His lov~d and ransomed ones, namely, "The Lord
of hosts." A multitude no man can number (Rev. vii. 9), but which the
Lord of hosts has both nmnbered and named, 'are His predestined
saints, as shall be presently seen and owned when "thousand
thousands" shall minister unto Him, and "ten thousand times ten
thousand" shall stand before Him. Well, then, does the Evangelical
prophecy of Zechariah foretel the fulness of the saved" as the flock
of His people." Out of all nations under the heavens redeenled sinners
are being called by the preaching of the Word, and daily added unto
the Church of the Firstborn. For multitude, then, there is fitness in
the saved being described as a flock of sheep.
But the figure of speech employed has also reference to the exceeding value of)he saved. In Eastern lands ,,-hicll are largely pastoral,
,men :J,):e--aCcustomed to reckon their wealth by the extent of their
flocks and herds. It is said of the patriarch Abraham that he was
"very rich in cattle," and it is written of Job that" his substance"-the margin translates tl1e original word "catne "-" 111S substance
was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, and five hundred
yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses." -In the poetic language of
Scripture the prosperity and wealth of a country is described as "pas-
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tures clothed with flocks," and the desolation of a country by the'
i ' scattering" of its flocks.·Well, God's wealth, His inheritance, His
portion, is His people. The sheep of His pasture, represent that with
which gold, silver, and rubies cannot be compared. The equivalent of His flock is nothing less precious than the life-blood of God's own
beloved Son! He" delivered Him up for us all."
Sheep are dependent indefensive creatures, so are the precious
members of Christ's flock, for they are entirely beholden to their
Covenant Shepherd to be led in right and safe paths, and He, verily, is their only defence and shield.· He" saves them as the flock of His
people."
2. Further; He saves them" as the stones of a crown." These are
choice and costly stones. The diadems. of kings are not studded with
common stones. And the crown proper to the King of kings is c.omposed of "living stones "-·stones instinct with life and lustre received
from the Royal ''Vearer Himself. They are stones elected by sovereign
grace out of the wide fields of a fallen world, detached from their
natural surroundings, shaped and polished by the Holy Spirit, and set
in their predestined places in the i i crown of pure gold" which the
Father has appointed for the brow of His co-equal and co-eternal Son.
Of the Church of the Firstborn it is declared in the unalterable Word
of truth-Cl Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in"the hand of Jehovah,
and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God" (Isaiah lxii. 2). The
base materials out of which grace is able to fashion God's "jewels"
are jllst such as offer no proll1ise of beauty and comeliness. Saul of
Tarsus. preyed as a "wolf" on the followers of Jesus of Nazareth
till he was new-created by the grace of God, when he becarne a "lamb"
in the fold of Christ, and he who used to delight in scattering the flock
found unspeakable satisfaction in gathering it. "And the wolf shall
dwell with the lamb, arid the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
and the calf, and the young lion, and the fatling together; and a little"
child shall lead them" (Isaiah xi. 6). Every blood-bought gem shall
for ever rest in its allotted position in the King's crown. No power
of man or Satan can weaken the uuion which grace has effected between Christ and His beloved saints. Eternal ages shall fail to dim
tJ,e brilliance of the glory emanating from the uplifted Church of God,
when once she puts on her restirrection ga-rments. And all that glory
will be His own i-the reflection of Himself!
"The King in His beauty! oh, heart hath not dreamed,
Not e'en on our holiest mu.ings hath streamed
The radiant light of that glorified face'Its human perfection-its heavenly grace.
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"The seers that once soared in the visiops of God,
On desola.te mountains, in deserts untrod,
By Chebar, by Ulai, in Patmos' drear isle,
They saw Him and lived, but they trembled the while,
"Ah, who then may look on that glorious One,
Or lift a calm gaze to the light of His throne?
These eyes that are earthy and world-worn and dim,
Shall they ever be strengthened to rest upon Him?
"Oh, calm thee, poor heart; yea, be fearless and cilm.
For the light thou shalt see is the light of the L!l.mb;
Immanuel's majesty, tender and mild,
A sun winged with healing-a. God reconciled.
"Amidst that Apocalypse, awful and bright,
The trace of His woes will be dear to our sight;
When the Crucitied shows us His hands and His side,
We shall own the sure marks of the Brother {,hat died,
"Oh, joy of the blessed! with Him 'we shall walk,
With Him of His cross and His victory talk;
Of our own fleeted sorrows, perohance, and our sin,
While the glory is round us -the gladness within.
"0 kingliest beauty of Jesus my Lord!
Unseen, I have loved it; believing, adored;
Yet none may praise duly, save those that beholrl ;
That song must be sung to the sweet harps of gold,"

Surely, everyone that hath this blessed hope in Christ will seek to
walk conformably thereto, and even in this world the praises of
Him Who calls His redeemed ones out of darkness into His marvellous
light will be shown forth. "As the stones of a crown" shall tlJey be
even in this Gospel day_H in that day,"
3. But there remains the third simile of God's great salvation to be
considered. The Lord their God shall save them in that day, and
they shall be "lifted up as an ensign upon His land," The exaltation
and manifestatioll of the vast multitude of the saved is the final
purpose of the God of all grace. He determines to make His Church
a sign and a monument of His salvation power. Angels, principalities,
and authorities are to learn, through the Church, the "manifold
wisdom of God" (Ephes. iii. 10). In the judgment of some commentators, among them Dr. Gill, there is an allusion, ill the simile under
notice, to trophies erected on account of victories obtained by valiant
men to perpetuate their memories, In support of this view, reference
may be made to Isaiah viii. 18-" Behold, I, and the children whom
the Lord hath given Me, are for signs and for wonders in Israel from
the Lord of hosts, which dwelleth in Zion," After all the conflicts of
the Church are fought out, against the world, the flesh, and the devil j
and when the sorrows, temptations, fears, and doubts of believers
/Shall be reckoned among the things that were j the Lord having faith-
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fully delivered them out of all; they shall become as an unfurled ensign and royal standard~the insignia of Jehovah's presence and the
symbol of His everlasting dominion.
What a marvellous dignity is
this! When the Lord Jesus comes" the second time" it will be in
order that He may'" be glorified in His saints and admired in them
that believe in tha.t day" (2 Thess. i. 10). His roya.l acknowledgmep.t
of them as " the blessed" of His Father (Matt. xxv. 34), before assembled worlds, will be the joyous climax of His mediatorial triuml?h.
Then He shall indeed" see of the travail of His soul, and be satisfied."
Then, as those who in Him have "overcome" they shall sit with
Him in His throne (Rev. iii. 21), and share the ineffable bliss of His
everlasting kingdom~" to the praise of the glory of His grace."
Thus, the three remarkable similitudes under which the prophet
Zechariah toretold the latter-day greatness of God's salvation of His
beloved, elected, redeemed people serve to inspire within us the
profoundest conceptions of our indebtedness to the Divine mercy, and
to humble us in the dust before Him Who plucked us as brands from
the everlasting burnings of hell. "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us,
but unto Thy Name give glory, for Thy mercy, and for Thy truth's
sake! "
THE EDITOR.
THE PRECIOUSNESS OF CHRIST'S BLOOD.
WE want no other altar than Christ; we need no other sacrifice but
His; Christ is our All in all. Yes, dear children of God, ye poor in
spirit-ye that smite upon the breast and cry, "Unclean! unclean!"
~ye that see your own righteousuess to be but filthy rags~ye that
disdain and abjure every other salvation~draw near to this all-atoning
blood, and behold your welcome in the free grace of your sincforgiving
and your sin-pardoning God and Father. This precious blood will
give you liberty; this precious blood will give you peace; this
precious blood will sign and seal you as one upon whom the second
death shall have no power. Then, when Christ is coming, and the
trumpet is sounding, and the dead are rising, and the great white
. throne is unveiling, and all are pressing round it for judgment~then
will be fulfilled, as never before, that precious promise of God, "And
when I see the blood, I will pass you by." Sprinkled with that blood
~sheltered by that blood~washed from every stain in that precious
blood, not a drop of Divine wrath will be allowed to light upon you,
and ye shall hear the great Judge of all pronounce you pardoned~
accepted~saved !~O. Winslow.

J OSEPH was alive, though his coa,t was brought bloody to .Taco11; and
so' a,re the sins of a. hypocrite, after all his mQol'tified looks in duty, and
all hisi outcries against iniquity.~G'urnall.
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DEFINITENESS IN PRAYER.

f'The petitions that we desired of Him."-l

JOHN

v. 15.

As years pass over us, and the practical results of observation of the
ways of God with His dear people accumulate in our experience, we
become increasingly convinced that lack of definiteness in our petitionary approaches to our heavenly Father is a very serious defect in our
devotions. During the late blessed Clifton Conference on "The
Christ of God," we were deeply touched by an illustration employed by
one of God's dear servants who addressed us-Mr. John vYood, Secre. tary of the Evangelical Alliance. He said: "There are times when one
feels lonely, and whilst thanking God for every bit of earthly friend, ship and earthly relationship that God gives us, yet, when lonely, is
there not one Friend to 'Vhom we can ever go, blowing 'that we
shall receive a welcome?
There may be earthly friends who cannot
possibly misunderstand us, but, Earthly friends may fail or leave us ;
One day, soothe, the next, day grieve us;
But this Friend will ne'er deceive us,
Oh, how He loves !'

" Treasure the thought that you may go to Jesus when lonely, and tell
Him that you are lonely. We all need to be far more simple in our
prayers-of that I am sure. A short time ago I was alone with a
very deal' servant of God, a Church of England Clergyman, who suggested prayer. After I had led in prayer, he said, '0 L.ord, I want
you to put a mark against one man's name, and that man is J olm
Wood; and I ask you to bless him according to his deep need, and
according to Thy riches in glory.' It was very short, and I shall
never forget it." May the writer and reader of these" Notes" never
forget it, but learn the desirable lesson of " making known our requests
to' God" in sincere, simple, few, and definite terms. vVe too commonly'
" ask amiss" in a "multitude of words," forgetting the Scripture exhortation-" Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be
hasty to utter any word [margin] before God; for God is in heaven,
and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few." Especially is
that inspired statement applicable to our prayers-" In' the multitude
of words there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth his lips is
wise.'4 How brief, but how fervent were the prevailing prayers of the
SyrophCBnician woman, the broken-hearted publican, and the ruler-the
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father of the dead daughter! When Jesus was in His profoundest
distress upon the cross, how few, how pointed, how definite were
the requests of his lips! Well may we, therefore, like His disciples
of old, plead-" Lord, teach us to pray."
True prayer is the earnest spiritual yearning of a reuewed heart
after Him 'Vho renewed it. Such a heart, when tuned and touched
by the' finger of God, will speak in harmony with His will, will breathe
His thoughts, and turn His promises into petitions. These are the
pleadings that enter into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth and bring
down answers direct from His well-filled hand. It is well, when we
bow the knee to wait in silence at the throne of grace till the heart
is moved by the Spirit. To make speeches, and long, wandering'
addresses concerning the attributes of God, as is often done at prayermeetings -is not to pray-but is something much more akin to
preaching, and it ill becomes us to take up such a position at thB
Divine footstool. As the late Mr. Spurgeon once pithily remarked,
when lecturing to his young students at the Pastor's College-" Preach
in the sermon, and pray in the prayer." The same wise authoriLy
dropped another timely word of warning when in his own inimitably
common-sense way, he said-" Disquisitions upon our need of help in
prayer are not prayer. Why do not illen go at once to prayer-why
stand beating about the bush; instea.d of saying what they ought to do
and want to do, why not set to work in God's name and do it? In
do,,'nright earnestnes~ address your, elf to intercession, and set yVlIl'
face towards the Lord." Long prayers in our gatherings for united
supplication are a.lso undesirable. The late minister of the Met.l'opolitan Tabernacle onee quoted a pertinent pieee of advice on this 1'018taken practice, to this effect :-" If you are in the spirit of prayc~', uo
not be long, because other people will not be able to keep pace with
you in such unusual spirituality; and if you are not in the spirit
of prayer, do not be long, because you will be snre to weary the
listeners." It was once said of an eminent Scottish minister :-" He
was very short in prayer when others were present, but every sentence
was like a strong bolt shot up to heaven. He was heard to say that
he wearied when others were long in prayer; but, being alone, he
spent much time in wrestling and prayer." We cannot pray too long
in secret. Alas, too little time is spent in that closet exercise which
the Lord Jesus Christ instructed His disciples to practise. The Holy
Ghost is not sufficiently honoured in the matter of prayer; yet, it is
written, "The Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not
what we should pray for as we ought." Our petitions need, all of
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them, to be indited and moved by Him Who" maketh intercession for
the saints according to the will of God." And," this is the confidence
_ that we have concerning [margin] Him, that, if we ask anything
according to His will, He heareth us: and if we know that He hear
us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we
desired of Him." It is the favoured privilege of God's dear children
to remember the encouraging exhortation of their Father in heaven
_cc Take with you words, and turn to the Lord "-His own words of
Covenant promise----'-and He will receive graciously, He will heal
tenderly, He will manifest His love freely. The righteous man's" effectual fervent prayer "-his inwrought prayer-has great prevalence in
the courts of J ehovah, vVho delights to honour His promises, and to
keep the Word on which He has caused the heart to hope. An old
divine, in his peculiarly quaint style of speech, writes :-" Let us oft
send up prayers to heaven, and let our hearts go along with them, and
they will certainly speed. God will come, but He will have His people's
prayers lead Him-as Daniel x. 12-' Then said He unto me, Fear not,
Daniel, for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard,
and I am come for [because of] thy words.' He will help, but then we
must work in prayer; and as a cart that is in a quagmire, if the
horses feel it coming, they will pull the harder, so \!lust we, when we
find deliverance is coming, and that God is upon t]le way." Fervent
prayer is pouring out the fulness of the heart, like Hannah; pleading
with the Lord, like Abraham; calling upon the Name of the Lord, like
David; crying unto God as a child in distress; drawing near to God,
like Asaph.
In this privileged Gospel dispensation prayer is suitable in all places.
The ·blessed hour has come of which Jesus spoke to the Samaritan
woman. in reply to her question as to where was the appointed
place to worship God-in Mount Gerizim or in Jerusalem-" ·Woman,
believe Me, the hour cometh, when ye sha)l neither in this mountain,
nor yet at J erusalell1, worship the Father." In the sweet and gracious
words of William Cowper"Jesus, where'er Thy people meet,
There they behold Thy mercy-seat;
vVhere'er they seek 'I hee, Thou art fouud,
And every place is hallowed ground."

Even in Old Testament times the people of God would seek the Father
by prayer in very varied places, as Isaac in the open field, Nehemiah
in a king's banqueting hall, Solomon in the temple, Hezekiah on the
sick-bed, and Jonah in the fish's belly. Peter, too, prayed on the
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house-top, and Paul at the river-side. How considerable a space is
occupied with records of prayer in Paul's Epistles. Almost all his
inspired letters begin and end with prayer. And how definite are his.
petitions for blessing on the work of the ministry, for the prosperity of
the Churches in Christ, and for the glory of his adorable Master's
Name! Paul might be called the Apostle of prayeI', for his writings
teem with instruction on the subject.
But, of course, the Great
Exemplar of prayer is the Son of God, Son of Man, Himself. As one
has summarised the records of His many devotions-He prayed early
in the day, late in the evening, in the cold night, alone, with His
disciples, at His baptism, when about to choose the Apostles, before
His transfiguration, ere He worked His miracles, and preached the
Word. "He prayed for children, for His weak disciple Peter, for His
murderers, and for the whole Church. He prayed in an agony, yet in
submission to the Father's will j with full confidence that the Father
heard, desiring supremely the glory of God. He prayed all through
His life. He taught others to pray, and pointed out to thf\l11 the
obligation and the right manner."
"Go to dark Gethsemane,
Ye that feel the tempter's power;
Your Redeemer's conflict see;
Watch with Him one bitter hour;
Turn not from His griefs away;
Learn of Jesus Christ to pray."

The key-note of that Gethsemane prayer was meek and loving submission to the holy will of the Father. Every petition of ours, therefore, should be conditioned by the sovereignty of our heavenly Father's
purposes. His it is to decree that which is wisest and best. Ours it is
to seek grace to say from the heart " Amen" to every ordinance of
His providence and every dispensation of the Spirit.
"Whate'er my God ordains is right,
Holy His will abideth;
I will be still whate'er He doth,
And follow where He guideth.
He is my God,
'Though dark my road;
He holds me that I shall not fall,
Wherefore to Him I leave it all.
" Whate'er my God ordains is right,
Ht> never will deceive me;
He leads me by the proper path;
I know He will not leave me,
llnd take content
What 'fe hath sent;
His hand can turn my grief away,
llnd patiently I wait His day.
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" VVhate'er my God ordains is right,
Though now this cup in drinking
May bitter seem to my faint heart,
I take it all unshJinking ;
Tears pass away
VVith dawn of dav ;
Sweet comf..rt yet sha,ll" fill my heart
And pain a,nd sorrow shall depart.
" IVhate'er my God ordains is right,
Here shall my stand be taken:
Though sorrow, need, or death be mine,
Yet am I not forsaken;
My Father's care
Is round me there;
He holds me that I cannot fall,
And so to Him I leave it all."

Fellow-pilgrim on the road to the City of Etel'llal Hest--" Be careful
for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, ~et your requests be made known to God."
Clifton.
J. O.

CHRISTMAS.
the bells are ringing; list to what they say;
We will join in singing-" Christ was horn to-day."

HARK,

Sing the old, old story j yes, we love it wellChrist the King of glory came on earth to dwell.
For our souls' salvation bore He cross and shame;
Pray that every nation love the Saviour's Name.
Wonderful Creator, Thine almighty power
O'er our sinful nature triumphs hour by hour.
Lord of life and glory, bid our faith increase j
'Vhile we bow before Thee, grant us Thy sweet peace.

o let

us remember all that Thou didst bear;
Praises we would render, Thy great love declare.
We would swell the chorus angel voices sing,
With those gone before us-" Worthy is our King."
Hark! the bells are ringing, list to what they say;
We will join in singing, "Christ was born to-day."
AUNT

Luer.

'-
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WELL-SPRINGS.

"Though 1 10 }Zl.; in the midst of trouble, Th01~ wilt nvive me j
Thou shalt stretch forth Thine hand against the 1c1'ath of nline enemies
and Thy right hand shall sa,ve me. The L01'(l will pe1fect that which
concerneth me,. Thy mercy, 0 L01-d, end1~nth for eve1', f01'sulee not tlte
works of Thino, own hanris."-PSAI,M \lxxxviii., 7, 8.

"

WE see David treading, in his varied experience, the old appoilited
pathway-" through much tribulation "-to the kingdom. Yet as oft
as he found himself walking "in the midst of trouble" so often
he proved a reviving from the Lord, faith, grace-given and grace su~
tained, dwelling upon the promises aDd laying claim to yet another
deliverance as he declares, "Thou wilt revive me." For how often in
the past has the "'IVord of' J ehovah proved true, "I will restore com-,
forts to him" ; "I will restore health to thee and will heal thee "-" I
will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten
and
ye shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the Name of the
Lord your God, that bath dealt wondro1lsly with you, and My people
shall never be ashamed." How precious and applicable is the title
Restorer as used of the Lord our God unto His lost and undone children.
Truly of Him, our heavenly Boaz, it can b~ said, "He shall be to thee'
a re~torer of thy life, and a nourisher [" Redeemer," margin], of thine
old age." David could experimentally say, as you and I have occasion
to also, deal' reader, "He restoreth my life," D,ot once but a thousand
times over! ., The Lord "ill be the hope of His people," says the
prophet Joel, by Divine inspiratioll. The margin there (iii. 16) reads,
"The Lord will be the place of repair and harbour for His people."
TIEJstoration from destruction and all the work of the Sinless One, Who
declared, "Then restored I that which I took not away." Oh! to betake ourselv.js 'unto our Harbour and Place of Repair, there to realize
His handiwork-His building up and making anew in the broken
places-the breaches made by sin.
Now, sanctified affliction brings to the believer's memory past deliverance~, and grace rises above nature, and counts God faithful that
promised, and he says, " Thou wilt revive me." His life is precious in the
Lord's sight since He has redeemed him, and therefore, amid all danger,
he counts upon Jehovan's preserving care from" all evil "-he reckonB
upon grace-sustaining support under them, and a reviving of the work
within, which may have been at a low ebb, as Satan well knows how to
take advantage of a weak moment, when under physical or mental
strain, enemies without or within, he would harass, di,stress, and annoy
the child he cannot destroy. Yes, poor nature writhes, shrinks,
rebels, and hates the rod, and ofttimes consequently the much
tried soul finds itself in a low and weak place-strength spent with
wrestling; hope at so low an ebb that the enemy takes cruel advantage;
faith so weak that life, yea the Divine life within, to our finite miIldii,
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_ seems 'hanging in the balance, and awful fear of shipwreck after all
pursues the fearful, trembling heart. But no ! Tell thy Lord all this,
dear troubled child j arm thyself with faith's shield in the mighty
promises of the Word of Him Who" hath delivered, doth deliver, and
Who will yet deliver," and tell thy Lord, in the language of one now for
ever with Him, "Though I walk in the'midst of trouble, Thou wilt
revive me." Seek grace ther~in to bring to rememqrance past favours
and loving-kindnesses j yea, more, let thy soul dwell much upon the
character of Thy Jesus, Saviour, able to save to the uttermost, engaged
to save to. the last everyone of Zion's sons and daughters j Jesus, the
Omnipotent, incapable of change or failure. It is spoken to Zion's
sons and gaughters to "go about Zion, mark well her bulwarks, and
tell the towers thereof."
This is a gracious, healthful exereise to
burdened souls, for the towers were said to have been built on the
weak places of the wall: and thus are the promises made for you and
me, beloved, in our weak moments, and thrice blessed are they as the
Spirit of application makes them ours by consequene.e! It is thus
we prove how the trial of our faith is precious.
" Yes, "Though I
walk in the midst of trouble, Thou wilt revive me: Thou shalt stretch
forth Thine hand against the wrath of mine enemies, and Thy right
hand shall save me." Oh, it does well become faith to sit, and search,
and contemplate! God for me ! This I know, because mine enemies
are turned back, when He stretched forth His hand! God for me!
My God against mine enemies since I am His. He will stretch forth
His covering, sheltering, tender loving hand to protect His child in the
day of battle j but 'tis the hand of justice and judgment stretcheu
forth against the enemies of His child. Hid in the hollow of the
precious hand once pierced, there can be nought but preserving love
therein for His children. The sword awoke against Jehovah's Fellow,
the Man God's equal, and has left no wrath for those for whom He
died. "Thy right hand shall save me."
John had that precious
sceptre hand laid upon him in love j and it must have been that right
hand of favour and restoration which was exercised on the prophet
Ezekiel's behalf. When," the Spirit entered into me," he says, "when
He spake unto me and set me upon my feet, that I heard Him that
spake unto me." It was the same that was stretched forth on Jonah's
behalf to cause him to cry, "Salvation is of the Lord!" It was that
right hand of Jesus as God-Man which performed those wondrous
miracles of healing, that had sueh virtue in the very toueh, and such
power in the performanee of resurreetion unto life. It was the right
hand of Him Who hath saved His people from wrath to come, that
daily saves them from falling.
Yes, it is "the right hand of the
Lord that bringeth mighty things to pass" j the hand that "dol!th
valiantly." The Psalmist declares truly, "Thou sa,est by Thy right
hand," even if our way at this mOlllent be dark and hedged up,
it is full of righteousness.
"Thy right hand shall save me."
Oh,
beloved, may we be enabled more confidently to trust this
wondrous hand of pity and power: this helping hand, this performing
hand, even though all events a.nd circumstances seem to be against us.
Not a moment too soon, nor yet too late, will He stretch it
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forth against the wrath of our enemies and they. shall under it be
"as still as a stone" and be "found liars unto Him."
.
But again, "The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me." What
a comfortable assurance the Psalmist has here in the Character and
Person of the Divine Worker! And it is sweet to our ,;ouls when
grace enables you and me to make the same declaration. Our souls
may well make their boast in the Lord, and the humble hearing thereof may well be glad.
Oh, beloved, "children of the day," and" of
the resurrection," let us not be content with a small pittance. I speak
in all humility, for every grain of grace is an unspeakable mercy. But
it comes from Him 'Wbo giveth liberally, "good measure, pressed
down and running over" ; and" He giveth more grace," yea, grace for
grace.
Therefore He loves to have a seeking, enquiring, asking
people, and to see them thus richly provided for from His bountiful
hand. "Growing in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ." "Grace will complete what grace begins," we
sometimes sing, I!nd therefore when at its lowest ebb it is good to
remind ourselves of David's words, "The Lorg. will perfect that which
concerneth me." Oh! let us not be content to creep into heaven!
True, the sheet in Peter's visio"n was let down low enough to catch
all such creepers and crawlers, but the Lord would have His children
go upright, heads reared towards the sun; countenances glad with
anticipation of coming glory; heirs of an immortal crown, looking
forward to soon taking possession of their inheritance; princes, not
paupers, living as sons and daughters of the Lord God Almighty,
having their conversation in heaven, where is all their affection and desire. Oh, may grace liberally bestowed caus~ us to cease from our
frames and feelings which tend to drag us down. Away with nursing
that subtle foe, unbelief, and listening to that arch-enemy's insinuations. Satan was a liar from the beginning, therefore what have God's
children to do that they should listen to his vile questionings and sink
under his charges 1 "Rejoice not against me, 0 mine enemy;
when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness the Lord shall be
a light unto me." Betake yourself, dear child of God, to the throne
of grace and there pour out your heart, confess your sins and failures,
and note His loving, compassionate, tender mindfulness of your low
estate that He should th\.ls speak, "Take with you words, and turn
to the Lord; say unto Him, Take .away all iniquity, and receive us
graciously, so will we render unto Thee the calves of our lips." Oh,
when Jehovah speaks the Word, "Mine anger is turned away from
Him," what a dispelling of all fears and unbelief!
"From Him."
Then from His children, since He has said, "I in them, and they in
Me, that we may be' perfect in one."
"The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me." None but He
can perfect the work of His own hands, and it is our unspeakable mercy
that it is with Him we have to do! Such a God, and none like unto
our God of Jeshurun, the God that rideth on high for the help of His
pMple saved in Him with an everlasting salvation. And He is the
same for ever, even unto death; whatever changes we go through as
regards our frame, whatever our trial,' and however low a place our
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suffering j this He has made and pledged Himself to be, and proves
Himself so in our most adverse times, and to His glory His children
may well be employed recounting their victories and triumphs in their
King. Wilo else shall have the glory when disappointment is made to
be felt as His appointment, when not only submission, but joyful
acquiescence is given in -a time of trial which has seen all our plans
blown away, our gourds blasted, and ourselves laid 10w1 Have you
not proved His sweet, tender love and compassion with infiTI11ity then,
beloved 1 Yes, even to believing the grace He is able to give that could
trust a slaying God 1 Debarred it may be from the most highly-prized
means of grace, " Lacked ye anything" when the God of the means and
of all grace presided over your silent Sabbaths? Made to tarry at
home, did you miss any good thing in that quiet chamber or yours 1
or rather, will not you testify to t,he glory of His grace, that there your
Lord and you held tryst, that it was a most blessed conrerence, "One
with the other" in holy fellowship 1 After all, no place there for the
garment of heaviness j at liberty to plead with Him past favours; to remind Him of former loving-kindnesses; to bring to remembrance past
Ebenezers, and to tell Him, "Thou art the sanie, and Thy years shall
not fail" ; to range by faith through the Scriptures of promise, and to
hear Him tell how all the computed thirty thousand are written there
for thy soul to look upon; the well-spread table thus provided before
thee, and presided over by the King Jesus Himself, to the chasing
away of all thine enemies j to hear the sweet tones of His voice-feel
His right royal hand which wields the sceptre of love placed upon tlly
trembling head, and His everlasting arms underneath tl,ee-Oh,
favoured child of Zioll!
In the sweet language of " Isa"" Tuken aside by Christ the Kingly Master.
" Taken aside to hea.r His gentle whisper
More musicul th:tn sound of lute or lyre:
Taken aside to see His mawhless beauty,
Which cherubim and seraphim !\.dmire.
" Taken aside to feel -tile firm upholding,
And tender tounh of His once wouuded Hand.
"Taken aside to lie awhile all safely,
In his kind arms, which crarlled infants fair;
Taken aside to lean upon His bosom,
To lose thy weariness and languor there.
"Taken aside to gain the sacred kisses
Of His sweet mouth, which often glad the weak;
Taken aside, to:;;taste His precious love wine,
Which mg.kes the lips of His beloved speak.
"Takf\n aside, t~ tell him all things freelyWhat. thou ha.t done; what thou wouldst have Him do;
Taken asiile, to give Him grateful praises
For mercies p1st, and rare compassions new."

"-

The Gospel Magazine.

719

Say, beloved, do you not join with me if such were your recent experience (as it has been with the writer under many past weeks of suffering),
when made to tarry at home, whilst His worshipping people were
gathered together in His Name 7 "Oh, magnify the Lord with me,
and let us exalt His Name together." "Lack ye anything 7" asks your
bountiful Lord, and you are fain to reply, "Nothing, Lord." "Have
I ever been a wilderness unto you 7" and the soul is constrained to cry
out in adoring gratitude, "Never, Lord," whilst the language of the
sweet hymn fits your experience at the time"It is the Lord, whose matchless skill
Can from afflictions raise
Matters eternity to fill
With never.ending praise.

"

"How can my soul, with hopes like these,
Be sullen or repine?
Take what Thou wilt, it must be right;
Lord, teanh me to resigu."

Praise well becomes His saints j Praise is comely. Praise is wellpleasiug in His ears. "The Lord will perfect that which concerneth
me." "Thy mercy, 0 Lord, endureth for ever, forsake not the
works of Thine own hands." The works of His own hands are none
other than His redeemed choldren j and on His hands their names are
graven before Him, never to be out of sight; so that all that concerns
them concerns Him infinitely. Jehovah promised to Moses that when
His glory appeared He would cover him with His hand while He passed
by: because ,of the glory Moses could not look upon and live. This
promise contained a sweet intimation of the close union which existed from everlasting between Jehovah-Jesus and His redeemed people.
Literally it might be translated, "I will interweave thee like a network or plaited fence work in the hollow of My hand." Indissolubly
one with Jesus j His people and He so interwoven that the Lord could
not look upon the one without the other, and since His Son is declared by Him to be "the dearly beloved of My soul" (Jer. xii. 7).
The people for whom that dearly beloved Son laid down His life are
loved inseparably in Him and through Him. As the hymn puts
it" God must cease from being Gorl,
Ere He can hate His own."

So that in the words of our text, it is as it were faith taking heaven
by storm j faith reminding God of His unalterable Word j and faith
counting upon yet another mighty deliverance from walking in the
midst of trouble, since the Redeemer Jesus cannot, will not, forsake the
works of His own hands.
That the Lord may fasten home these precious, Christ-exalting truths
in our hearts, that they may redound to His glory, Who alone is worthy,
is the prayer of one less than the least, but who may, and does, glory
in Jesus the lifter-up of our heads and Viho performeth all things for
His helpless onee.
R.

720

The Gospel Magazine.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1 "

(JOB ix.)
WE come now to consider Job's humble estinlate of himself and his
exalted views of Jehovah j these two conditions go hand in hand in the
experience of everyone taught of the Divine Spirit.
" Then Job answered and said, I know it is so of a truth, but how
should man be just with God 1 " There was so much truth in what
Bildad said, that Job could endorse it fully. He knew the veracity
of the Psalmist's words, "Enter not into judgment with Thy servant,
o Lord, for in Thy sight shall no man living be justified" j so he
I!'0es on to say, "If He will contend with Him, he cannot answer Him,
one of a thousand." He manifestly is not referring to, or ignorant of,
the way of justification by faith in the atonement, but the impossibility
of any man being just with God in creature righteousness. The holiest
saint upon earth could not answer for one sin in a thousand j how
much less could he answer for the thousand 1 His afflicted state had
brought him face to face with the multitude of his transgressions and
manifold sins, and led him to confess the wisdom and power of Him
with whom he had to do-Jehovah hi.; God.
"He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength: who hath hardened
himself against Him and hath prospered 1" Blessed are they that
in such trials as the patriarch's acknowledge the wisdom of His dealings,
and desire with softness of heart to fall under the mighty Hand, knowing
how vain and rebellious it is to harden the heart ag-ainst His will !
"Which removeth the mountains, and they kn~w not: which overturneth them in His anger." Here are two aspects of the same mighty
act: like the pillar of fire to Israel and the Egyptians; grace to His
people, wrath to their enemies! He removeth mountains of difficulties
out of the way of His chosen-" The mountains melted from before the
Lord," as Deborah sang (Judges v. 5). It is a New Testament promise
on the lips of Him who is the Truth, Who is gone into the court of
. heaven to see His will executed, which takes force by the death of
the Testator! "Jesus answered and said unto them, If ye have faith,
and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig
tree [withered away], but also, if ye shall say, unto this mountain,
Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea, it shall be done.
And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall
receive" (Matt. xxi. 21, 22). If doubts arise, it is good to remind the
Searcher of hearts how" compassed with infirmity" you are, and that
you have not a thousandth part of a grain of faith but what He
bestows! There is all the differenec between His removing mountains
out of the way of His loved ones, and overturning them in anger upon
His enemies!
"Which shaketh the earth out of her place, and the pillars thereof
tremble." Here is allusion to the mighty power of God in the earthquake j such is His almighty power upon the heart of a sinner, when
He makes the soul tremble at His reproof.
.
"Which commandeth the sun, and it riseth not [in eclipse] j. and
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sealeth up the stars [on a cloudy night]." J ob knew spiritually what
it was for the Sun of Righteousness not to shine upon him, and even
the Son of God upon the cross suffered three hours' darkness when
God commanded the very sun in the heavens not to shine while He
withheld His face fro111 His Well-Beloved, when He "laid upon Him the
iniquity of us all." The stars whom He holds on His right hand
are the ministers or messeng~rs of the Churches (Rev. i. 20). Sometimes they, sealed up, preach with much restraint upon their spirit,
having "the sentence of death in themselves," for conveying life to
their hearers j afflicted or comforted alike for consolation and benefit
to their hearts. "So then death worketh in us, but life in you" (2
Cor. iv. 12).
"Which alone spreadeth out the heavens, and treadeth upon the
waves of the sea." This is the Son of God, the uncreated Word! "All
things were made by Him, and without Him was not anything made
that was made" (John i. 2) j "The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the firmament showeth His handiwork" (Psalm xix. 1). One of the
old writers has said, , W'herever we read of God having parts or passions
as a man, we are to understand it of the Incarnate Word! His handi\york-" ""Vben I consider the heavens, the work of Thy fingers j the
moon and the stars, which Thou hast ordained" (Psalm viii. 3). Both
impossible acts an~ true of the Son of God and Man. The Evangelists
Matthew and John record this of Him: "Jesus went unto them,
walking on the sea j and when the disciples saw Him walking on the
sea, they are troubled." And after, Peter had been bidden to come,
as his request to -be assured, "Lord, if it be Thou, bid me come to
Thee on the water" j and when not only his faith, but himself was
sinking, the Almighty Jesus stretched forth His hand and caught
him, and said unto him, "0 thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou
doubt? and when they were come into the ship the wind ceased.
Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped Him, saying,
Of a truth Thou art the Son of God." None but God can tread on
the waves of the sea! Oh to behold Him thus and worship Him! Dr.
Doddridge says, "This was so impracticable, that the picture of two
feet walking on the sea was an Egyptian hieroglyphic for an impossible
In the Scriptures it is represented as the prerogative of
thing.
God."
.
"Which maketh Arcturus, Orion [the constellation of winter], and
Pleiades [the cluster of spring], and the chambers of the south." His
hand formed the stars, and He " calleth them all by their names," determining their magnitude, position, orbits, courses, as best they would
shine to His glory, and {or" lights in the world "-this dark world.
His wisdom is unsearchable !
"Which doeth great things past finding out j yea, and wonders
without number." "Ascribe ye greatness to our God," and Saviour.Who shall ever find out the half of the great things He doeth for
His people 1 As well attempt to fathom the ocean or scale the heavens
with human ladders, as utter all His goodness on behalf of the
redeemed of the Lord, and wonders who shall count 1 Each one for
himself may well exclaim, "How great is the sum of them! " baffling
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the most skilful arithmetician, ror they are" wonders without number."
Shall we, then, "limit the Holy One of Israel" by our puny calculation of what He can do 1 Whenever raith is sorely tried and tested,
let us dwell on, "'With God all things are pos,sible." "Is there anything too hard for the Lord 1 "
"Can God 1" He is "able to do
exceeding abundantly, above all we ask or think." Observe, too; every
clause is the present tense; and here, "which doeth." For it is
"this same Jesus" tlJat wrought miracles on the bodies and souls of
men, women, and children, who doeth miracles of love and grace
still! These words deserve to be written in letters or golden light
ror the comfort. they contain and are calculated to afford the perplexed, tried, and afflicted believer who extols Hi,; majestic ways in the
past, when he trusts the same unchangeable Saviour to " do exceeding
abundantly above "lve ask or think" in the present time or need!
"Great things past finding out, and wonders without number." His
doings in our creation and new creation, His providential dealings
with each and all or His chosen, and the marvels of grace; the Lalf
cannot be told j there is no theme we can study so likely to lift our
thought" above the puny cares we are so apt to magnify, as the con. templation of what "He doeth!" T'o " observe," is the secret of a
happy lire, full of praise!
"Lo, Re goeth by me, and I see Him not j He passeth on also, but
I perceive Him not." This is no solitary, or isolated experience.
Who that has ever tasted the joy of His fellowship, the rapture of being
"brought into His banqueting house, and His banner over me was
love," does not also know the dreary blank, when "My beloved had
withdrawn Himself" 1 Esther knew what it was, after the kingJs
delight in her, when she obtained favour in his eyes, and he set "the
crown royal upon her head, to prove the reverse of all this. "I have
not been called to come in unto the king these thirty days."
No
freedom of access to Him, no breaking irithe sunshine of His love, but
cold, dmary distance, and as wrote Rutherford-"Oh, then for cause of absence
My troubled soul I scanned."

If His love be unabated, unchangeable, why am I kept at such a
distance 1 If He is so nigh, goeth by me, why do I see Him not 1
" I sought Him but I could not find Him: I called Him but He gave me
no answer" (Song v. 6). Jeremiah lamented, "0 the Hope of Israel,
the Saviour thereof in time of trouble, why shouldest Thou be as a
stranger in the land, as a wayfaring man that turneth aside to tarry
for a night" 1 (Jer. xiv. 8). "Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister
and Lazarus. When He had heard therefore that he was sick, He
abode two days still in the same place where He was" (John xi. 5, 6).
"When she had thus said, she turned herself back and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus" (John xx. 14). "And it came to
pass, that while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus Himself
drew near and went with them. But their eyes were holden that they
should not know Him.
And they drew nigh to the village
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whither they went, and He made as though He would have gORe,
further" (Luke xxiv. 15, 16, 28). How analogous all this is to Job's
complaint-" He passeth on also, but I perceive Him not."
Divine
Lord, graciously do as Thou hast said, "He that loveth Me shall be
loved of My Father, and I will love him, and will manifest Myself to
him" (John xiv. 21). Does He not withdraw that He may by absence
quicken in us desire for His presence? There is no variation in His
love, but infinite wisdolIl rules the actings of infinite love, towards
subjects so sinful and frail as, we are.
"Behold He taketh away, who can hinder Him? who will S'1y unto
Him, What doest Thou?" Not Job. Though He took away all that
he had, and all his dear children; how acquiescent was his utterance, though from a bleeding heart, broken with sorrow and bereavement. "Out of the abundance of the heart," his mouth spoke words
of resignation, not of rebellion.
"If God will not withdraw His anger the proud helpers do stoop
under Him." The proud helpers were Job's three friends. . . . .
" H~w much less shall I answer Him and choose out my words to reason
with Him?" And yet the Lord says to His people, "Produce your
cause, saith the Lord; bring forth your strong~'easons, saith the King
of J aCob " (Isaiah xli. 21); and whenver the Divine Paraclete, the
Advocate within us, prompting our petition, gives us a plea to use
from the Scriptures, we may plead this strong argument and be assured
we shall not plead in vain. The Advocate in the supreme court is
in perfect harmony with our indwelling Comforter, and therefore the
suit must be carried to a successful issue. Job's expression was a very
hnmble estimate of himself-" Whom, though I were righteous, yet
would I not answer, but I would Inake supplication to my Judge."
This is one of the things in which God commended the patriarch, as
" spoken of Me the thing that is right."
" If I had called, and He had answered me; yet would I not believe
that He had hearkened unto my voice." 'While God's chastening hand
is heavy upon His servant, unbelief is busy, and the enemy takes
advantage of the occasion to call in question the very Word of God
whispered to the soul in sweet response to the ca.ll upon Him for help;
thus leading the tempted soul to hard thoughts of His dealings, and
with semblance of humility to doubt the truth that His ear is open
to their cry, and He does indeed" hearken to the voice of my supplication." "For He breaketh me with a tempest, and multiplieth my
wounds without cause. He will not suffer me to take my breath, but
filleth me with bitterness." Looking at his own sad condition-telnpesttossed, multiplied wounds, failing breath, and filled with bitterness, no
wonder he should think God had dealt with him as an enemy! How
could he be satisfied that Divine love dictated all this manifold temptation? Probably every child of God has to learn this lesson in the
school of affliction, that he has not a thousandth part of a "grain of
faith," except the Author of faith bestow it, and that it needs "the
same Spirit of faith" which" according to the measure of the gift of
Christ" first wrought this precious grace in the heart, to keep it alive
and to maintain it in lively exercise, when there is so much surround-
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, ing to quench it; but His renewing influence makes it like it cork in
the water, though apparently overwhelmed, still rising again to the
surface.
•
"If I speak of strength, 10, he is strong: and if of judgment, who
will set me a time to plead 1'"
Job was evidently looking at the
strength of the Almighty as arrayed against him, not as David, " I will
love Thee, 0 Lord, my Strength," and tribulation blinded his eyes to
the certainty that "we have an Advocate with the Father," a special
Pleader, in whose hands we may put our cause. It is a grand utterance which follows: "If I justify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me: if I say, I am perfect, it shall also prove me perverse."
Hear this, ye perfectionists, and sit at the feet of this" perfect man" to
learn of him the folly of self-righteousness! "If we say that we
have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us" (1
-John i. 8), is the testimony of that disciple whom Jesus loved; proving
that the Old Testament Saint and the New Testament Apostle have
"been all made to drink into one Spirit" (1 Cor. xii. 13)-a perfect
analogy of teaching in both dispensations. "Though I were p 'fect
yet \tould I not know my souli I would despise my life." Is there
not an echo in every one taught of the Spirit, responsive tothi~
declaration of Job; for, however we desire to live a God-honourin!!
life, to have a conscience" void of offence" towards God and man, th'~
indwelling Manifestor of light shows us so much darkness in 0111'
minds, as to constantly humble us in the dust of self-abasement, as
coming short of God's glory in every relationship of life, alld how
much more do we fail God-ward 1
" This is one thing therefore I said, He destroyeth the perfect ::tlId
the wicked." "There is one event to. the righteous and to the wicked "
(Eccles. ix. 2). "If the scourge slay suddenly he will laugh at the
trial of the innocent." Probably he alludes to his children as not
leading wicked lives, yet slain by a sudden scourge. "The earth is
given into the hand of the wicked" [often it is so]. He covereth
the faces of the judges thereof" (probably an allusion to the custom of
covering the face of a condemned criminal) (Esther vii. 8); if this
be the lesson intended, how solemn the thought that those who have
occupied the juligment seat and condemned others unjustly, shall
not be found worthy to see the King of kings when He occupies the
great white throne, but be "ashamed before Him at His coming""if not, where and who is he 7 He is everywhere, and who shall
decla,re His honour, justice, and majestic goodness 1 "Now my days
are swifter than a post, they flee away, they see no good. They are
_passed away as the swift ships: as the eagle that hasteth to the
prey." Everyone of us may adopt this language and imagery concerning the brevity of life, but specially the afflicted realize how
soon they will be out of sight like a swift ship, or the rapid flight
of an eagle, and this shortness of our mortal career should prompt
the cry to be used of our Master, as purged vessels, to convey some
blessing to others, or glorify Him and leave behind some trace in
our pathway, " some good thing towards the Lord God of Israel," rather
than a profitless useless, life, and, " depart without being desired."
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"If I say, I will forget my complaint, I will leave off my heaviness
and comfort'myself, I am afraid of all my sorrows, I know that Thou
wilt not hold me innocent." Vain it is to try to comfort oneself or
to leave off heaviness. God only "comforteth those who' are cast
down" j "the more excellent way" is to turn to Him in humble con- ,
fession of sin and unworthiness, so alone can we be justified and clear
from charge of guilt. "'Who shall lay anything to the charge of
God's elect 1 It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth 1 It
is Christ that died-who is even at the right hand of God, who also
maketh intercession for us" (Rom. viii. 33, 34). Job had not the
comfort of this precious Word, and many a child of God now does'
not realize the blessedness of it while under the cloud of affliction, and
pressed on every side by temptation and despondency.
" If I be wicked, why then labour I in vain 1 " " Wicked" implies
given to vice, morally bad, cursed, baneful, pernicious. The child of
God is not wicked, though a sinner, because the renewed nature is
born from above, and fights against the old inclination to wickedness. J ob was not wicked! the renewed heart is not wicked j a
justified man in Christ is sometimes left to fall before temptation, to
humble and to show him the deceitfulness of the natural heartthe "old man," .which needs to be constantly "put off" j and Job
was conscious of this.
"If I wash myself with snow 'water, and make my hands never so
clean; yet shalt Thou plunge me in the ditch, and mine own clothes
shall abhor me." There is no. self-righteousness there.
The patriarch's conscience was keenly alive to sin, and the vain attempt to cleanse
himself. "For He is not a man as I am, that I should answer Him,
and we should come together in judgment." Yet how marvellous is
the declaration made to us under the Gospel dispensation, "Do ye
not kno,," that the saints shall judge the world 1" A strong contrast
between the prisoner at the bar of God and the Church of Christ sitting with Him on His throne, as Queen beside the King of kings !
" Neither is there any daysman betwixt us, that might lay his hand
upon us both."
Oh, blessed mystery-not then revealed as it is now
-of the God Man, the Mediator between God and men, taking the
hand of His Father, and taking the sinner's hand, brought to trust
in Him and clasping both together, reconciled in the Son of His love,
and being reconciled to God! "Wonder, 0 heavens, be astonished,
o earth."
" Let Him take His rod away from me, and let not His fear terrify
me, then would I speak, and not fear Him j but it is not so with m.e."
" Perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that
feareth is not made perfect in love" (1 John iv. 18). Job had not
as yet this filial fear -that springs out of the love of God shed abroad
in the heart by the Holy Ghost, so he was the subject of dread I he
had yet to enjoy the manifestation of His face, the approval of His
utterances, and then his slavish fear vanished.
Lord, reveal Thyself to us j shed abroad Thy love, and our faith
shall cry, " Abba, Father, all things are possible with Thee."
Leicester.
MARY.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:I~

THE STORM.

"He is altogether lovely."-SOLOMON'S SONG Y.
"There was a great calm."-MARK iv. 39.

,

]

6.

THE Lord Jesus had spent the whole day teaching His disciples in
parables; but, they could not comprehend the instruction, until,
"when they were alone, He expounded all things to them" (Mark
iv. 34). Are we not, dear believers, very much the same 1 There
is a lesson in all the circumstances of every day; but His teaching is
so parabolic we cannot understand it until He Himself explains His
own meanings. The even was now come-darkness would soon be
closing in. The time ,yas drawing near to put them to the test,
when it should be made manifest how much, 01' how little, they had
really learnt. At an unseasonable hour the Master instructed His
dear followers to get into a ship to pass over to the other side of
the lake: We must note that they had
HIS PRESENCE.
It was their Lord's purpose to accompany them this time; after He
had first sent away the multitude; which act denotes the separation
of the chosen from the lllass of His professed followers. It is recorded
"they took' Him even as He was in the ship" (verse 36).
This
implies a somewhat hasty start; and it is instructive to observe that
they took Him" as He was." Some would be willing to have Jesus
with them if He were different to what He is. Alas! many confess
and follow an imaginary Ch.rist, not the Lord Jesus as He is, and
therefore not the true Christ of God. True ·believers are willing to
take Him .as He is, with His cross and shame, the reproach and selfdenial, and the absolute need of obedience to His Word. There were
with Him" other little ships" ; therefore the disciples were in fellow'While thus favoured
ship with other followers of the Lord Jesus.
with Christ's presence and in good company, they might have seemed
to be secure from all trouble. But it was not so.
A STORM
arose very suddenly (verse 37); as is still frequently the case on the
Lake of Galilee, where the wind rushes down the gorges of the surrounding mountains with terrific force. The waves soon beat into
the ship till it was full. They were in great jeopardy, and perfectly
helpless. This was a very unexpected calamity. On entering the
ship, Jesus had gone to lie down in the hinder part calmly and .quietly,
and had fallen asleep, worn out with the toils of the day. This act
of the Master certainly seemed to betoken a peaceable and comfortable voyage. But, we may often mistake His dealings and His deeds
as well as His words, and this leads to 'wrong conclusions.
When
everything appears to promise a fair and smooth passage, it is just
then a' great storm of affliction, temptation, or trial may arise,
threatening to overwhelm and destroy. But, the wildest storm could
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not disturb the dear Saviour's rest. He slept on unmoved by the
raging of the elements around. It is often a question with disciples,
why such tempests are permitted 1 The answer is not far to seek.
This particular storm was for a two-fold purpose: First, to try the
disciples' faith; and, second, to reveal the Lord's power. "Grace,
though the smallest, shall surely be tried." Faith is tested that it
may be clearly discerned how much is real, and how much (thought
in prosperity to be faith), is only "wood, hay, and stubble." The
child of God proves in the end to possess some degree of living faith,
though less than he supposed when he went into the trial.
THE CRY OF DIS'rHESS.

The dealings of J e,;us were very strange. As He slumbered on there
seemed no help from Him; and the "other little ships" had disappeared, as human helpers are wont to do in the hour of danger and
extremity, so there was no help from them. The disciples could not
help themselves, and tllerefore, in the last resort, they go to Jesus
asleep in the stern of the ship. It is instructive that they had no
difficulty in awakening Him. Their cry of distress did what the
raging of the tempest could not do. Their appeal was united and
urgent-" Master, caJ'est Thou not that. ,,-e perish 1" There was a
peculiar mixture of Faith and Unbelief in it. They evidently believed
He could save them if He would, and they seem to have known that
their Divine Master Himself "as in no danger. Yet, after all His
patience and love in the past, they questioned whether He really cared
if they perished in their present trouble. Imperfect as their prayer
and petition were, they were enough.
THE CADI.

He ill1lnecliately arose, aJld as King of all creation, in majesty and
Divine po'>\'er He .: rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace,
be still." Jesus rules the winds of heaven, and the seas of earth.
All are under His control and subject to His command. Hence the
wind ceased at once, and "there was a great calm." Whenever the
Lord Jesus interposes, it is effectual. Kow Jesus dirl not reprove His
dear ones f~ their unbelief until He had fu'st delivered them from
their trouble. But, after the tempest had subsided at His word, He
in the stillness of that great calm turned to His disciples and said, "Why
are ye so fearful1 how is it that ye have no faith 1" Here we learn
the very important lesson that a fearful spirit arises from un belief ;
and we do well to note that the Lord Jesus sharply reproved the sin
which too many in these days of shallow experience rather encourage
and excuse. The effect of His correction was immediate.
" They
feared exceedingly." The fear of destruction was removed; and the
fear of the Lord took its place. Slavish fear and filial fear are
often confounded; but the Lord Jesus makes things beautifully clear,
by His gracious and merciful dispensations.
In wonder and adoration at these displays of His matchless grace,
they said one to another: "'VVhat manner of man is this, that even
the wind and the sea obey Him 7"
- Bath.
E. C.
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PATRICK JOSEPH O'LEARY.
By THE REV. THOMAS BRADBURY, CAMBERWELL.

(Concluded from page 683.)

BECAUSE of the deep mental and spiritual trials which sometimes
crushed the soul of our dear friend, and for which nothing could
avail but t.he precioui'l a.toning blood of J e,;,u~, applied to his: heart. by
the direct power and grace of God the Holy Ghost, it was said he
could! not have cl~ar views of the finished W'o'rk of Christ.
Mr.
O'Leary's c,leacl' enunc,ia,tion of that, glorious work, as we sat together
during his short stay with me, i8 a sufficient ans:w€tT to that. unjustifiahle as&ertiool1. Clear views may satisfy carnal profes€Qors: but pOW€tTful applica,tion alone would suit the case o,f my friend and compa.niollJ in
tribulatiollJ. The finished work of the Lo'1u Jes'U Christ is for finishRJd
s.i.nners. The sa.lvatiol1 accomplished in agony, blood and death. is
not fo'!" the light and. easy soul of the mere actor of religion; but
fo~' the broken heart-the wounded spirit-the heavy laden-the
trembler at God's Word.
i i Frida.y week!"
With th,es~ wOil'ds: my dear old friend repea,tedly
reminded me of my promise to meet him in Manchester on tha,t day.
When the day came round, with an anxious hea.rt I hastened to his.
residence where he awaited me. Not many moments elapsed befo.re he
intl'Oduood t.he best of aJI subjects--an e.xperimental interest in the
Person a.nd fla.lvation of Jes,us'. "I have been anxiouflly looking fOil"
your coming," he said, "a.nd haVe< lllany times thought yo·u would not
come at a.I1."
"My coming was whoUy in God's' hand," I replied; "He knew the
dei'lire of lllY heaii, was to soo yOU\ and to enjoy His: company aloog
with yours."
" Ah I-but. sto'P there I Why should you expecn to enjoy His
company along with miIlJe7 I am the veiry last ma,IlI you ought to think
of in reference to such a. SJubject."
" I do nnt see with you---"
" But, my dear friend, if you knew what a hard, cold, wicked heart I
have, you wo,uld think differently."
" '£1h.e hearn knoweth its o,wn hittemess j you kno,w not the depth
of iniquity I daily find in mine; my conviction befo're God is, tOO,t no
sinner on e<a.rth can ma.toh it."
" Ah i-you talk about sinners! I am the "orst. Such colduoo.'l
and ind·ifference as I ha,ve to the love and affection of Jesus bespeaks
the very nature of a, devil. I wouId love Him, His preciou. blood, His
perfect rightoousn€lS\S, hut I am cold and dead. Sometimes I see such
beau{,y and gra,ce in Him that I cry out, 'LOlU, Thou knowes,t· that I
love Thee! Caust Thou love such a guilty worlll alS' this:?'"
"Guilty worms, help.less sinners-those who cannot find one good
thing in themselves-are al1vays welcome to the heart od' J·esU8. He
cannot, do with others near Him."
" But SUil"ely, when they a.re brought'to soo His great love in saving
them from sin:, and dea.th, and hell-His fea.rful agony-Hi~ bloody·
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sweat.-His sacred head crowned with the cursed tJ;1or11St-surely they
must ha.ye different heart& tQ Ulis of mine!"
"For the comfort and encom'agemel1t of fearing soulS', the Holy.
Ghost hw led't on record the chamct.er 01' the whoh~ ransomed Church
of God, and the cha.ra.cter of the. God with whom they hav~ to do.
Here you have. it, Psalm lxxviii. 37-39: 'For their heart was not
right with Him, neither wel'e they stedfast, in His Covenant; but He
being full of OOll1pa.s<Sion, forgave the.ir iniquity, and destroyed them
not; yea, many a time tUtITJJoo He HiS! angea- awa,y and did not stir
up all His wra,th, for He remembered that they were but flesh, a, wind
that passeth a,wa,y, and come.th not agaim'
There you ha.vl~ the_
preciou, truth stated, that God knows yo,ur heal't a11d mine are not
right with Him-He knows that the.y can do nothing but sin a.nd
wandea' from Him; but He magnifies His grace in keeping us from
running riot and bringing disgrace upo,n His cause and damnati0'11 upon
ourselves."
" Ah ! I see! ' He being full of compasSJion forga,ve their iniquity.'
Oh, what lorve!
Wha,t Mercy!
His hea,rt
Tha,t warms my heart.
towal·d such guilty, obstinate rebels must be all love.
Bradbury !
'What I want fa.stening home to my hea.rt. is:, not so' muoh, Do I 10''1'80
Jesus1 as, Does Je"us love me1"
" That i something like the manifes.tat,ion of the same Spirit which
moved John to write, ' Herein is love, not that we l<Jvoo God, but that
He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation of our sins.
We love Him because He first loved us' (1 John iv. 10, 19). You
Cln no more love and amnire the Person and beauty of Christ, without
His love shed abroad in your heart" than you can speak and act without
breath in yow- body."
" But. see! Mine is a peculiar caw. If 1 could know myself slimply
as a sinner, I feel tha,t I could rejoice in Gnd my Sa,viour: but, ma,rk
tJlis! I feel U1at. I am a devil! Do not. wonder! I ha,ve been in
sin where you can never go,. Educated in the very oo1J:'t of idola,trmm
Rome, and then, as you kno,w, becoming a priest to offici'ate at her
so-called altars:, the very tlwught of thi· appals me. All such are
pres-urners and blasphemeil's. I was made the receptacle of every filt!).
and ahomillla,tion that CRIll pOlsoSibly spring from man's desperately
wicked heaJ't, through my ho,rrid exp€!rienoo of the confessional. Oh,
my friend, if a ill9,l1 is not a, devil when he first becomes a. RomiElh
priest, Johe duplioity, the cunning, the art, the abominatio,n of the
confeOlooonal must convert him into' one. I spook now concerning one
who faithfully act,s up to the vo,ws of hisl priestly office." These last
t,hree words--" his priestly office "-were uttered with such biting
S3rcaSlll a11d withering contempt that made my ea1 to tingle. He continued. "Oh, Bra.dbw-y! Think of that,! Gracious God, cans:t Thou
have compassion on such an a,bject wo,rm? " His wlwle soul was poured
out, and his eyes ran dOiWn with teaJ's as this petition ascended
from his lips:. As soon and as quietly as I wuld, I replied, " Certainly
He can. He has had wondrous compassion upon you, and also Up0l1
me in bringing me to share your company in the afflictions of the
Gospel."
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" Don't talk like that. Why do' you sa,y God has had compassion
upon me1"
"Bec.luse of your acknowledgment of His character-you addressed
Him as-' Gra.cious, God.' "
" Ah, He is gracious! " he answered musing!y; "but I want my heart
a~li'ured that He is gra.cious to Inet
No sinner can compete with me
in the knowledge or sin."
" Then no sinner is more welcome a,t, the Mercy-Seat."
" Now, you just remind me of a, h)'mn which has given me com.fort in
many a SJad hour." He turned over the pages of a hymn book, and
read deliherately" 'Approach, my soul, the mercy-seat,
\Vhere Jesus an~werd prayer;
There humbly fall before His feet,
For none can perish there."
" 'Thy promise is my only plea;
\Vith this J venture nigh;
Thou callest bnrden'd souls to Thee,
And such, 0 Lord, am 1.
" • Bow'u down beneath a load of sin,
By Satan sorely pressed,
By wars without, and fears wiLhin,
I come to Thee for rest.
" • Be Thon my Shield and Hi(ling.place,
That, she lttr'd near Thy side,
I may my fierce accnser face,
And tell him, "Thou host died.'"

" At such times of brief prosperity I feel I sha.ll never be nLOved;
but, God hides His face again, and I am troubled. Well, no, wonder it
is so. Did I not tell you I feel I am a devil? No,w, it no~vhere says
that God has mercy upon SJuch."
Thes,e words were uttered with a depth of emotion, which for the
moment· bewildered nw. I knew not what to- s'>y. Begging of the
Lord to s,end a wo.rd in season to- hisl weary soul, I said, "The rememtlranoe of your connection with Rorne ha,unts, and distre,ss,es, you, at
which I cannot wonder when I CoOnsider the depths o,f Sa,t,an found in
that myst,ery of iniquity; but when I cOITlS!ider Him whO' endured such
contra-diction of &inne,rs against HinlS'eH, I do not W'onde.r tose'e
Him displaying His lo·ve to blasphemN'S and those who were animat,ed
by the malignity of the devil."
" Where do you see that 1"
"Paul not oinly confes1Soo himself the 'chief of sinners,,' but also,
acknowledged that he wa,!'; a blasphemer and a persecutor.
'l'he
malignity of the devil caused him to, be exceeding mad against that
w.ay."
" Ah !-tha,t appwJ's to' be far-fetched! "
"Why s01 Did no,t the Lord Jesus Christ in His episHe to, the
angel of the Church in Smyrna, sa~, that the devil should cast. some
of that, Church into prison, that they might be tried 1 How could the
devil accomplish this but by the mea.1l1> of such s!ervants as, Pa,ul
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confessed himself once to' 001 The remembrance 01 this devilish
enmity against God and His poople never left the Apostle, but was.
the means by which the Holy Ghost kept him as a, humble s,uppliant at
the feet 0,1 a gracious Sa,vioiUr. He sa,id, 'Fo,r I am the least of the
a,posHoo, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted
t.he Church of Goo' (1 Cor. xv. 9). Jt. is truly ma.I'VellouS! to notioo
11O'w the LOTcl' Jesus Christ sought out those who, were poss€\s,soo with
d,:;V~ls';,
Look at Mary M.agdalene, out of whom He cast, OOVffil
deVIls> " Seven! Bu.t mine are a, legion! "
" So said a man of wlwm we read in Luke. viii. ; yet, he was the object
of Jesus' matchless compa,s.sion."
"Well, well! Tha.t ma.kes my heaJt laugh. I am glad you came,
for I began to doubt yO'm' coming. The Lord gracious.ly and wisely
orders all for the b~st. I do dooire to live WitJl thooo who can converse
with me from the heM't about the work of God upon their souls""
"I cannot describe to you the joy of my head when you first to·ld
me of Yom' acqua.intance with OlU' dear friend Mr. Parks!"
" \'Vhy! I thought I should ha.ve fallen to the ground when, on that
SaturdaJ afternoon ,,€I met in Oxford Road, you said you wel'e a
member at Openshaw Church. I was as,tonished. I IMd never s,een
you there!"
"How true are the "ord;; of Cowper" 'God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform.'''

" Yes, that js true. My first vii>it to Openshaw Churcll was !>trange
indeed. After I was unable to foUo,w up my min,istrations, I sought
here and there, in fact, all through Manchester, to' find one who prea,ched
Christ as He is set fOith in the ,Hitten \Yord, and formed in His
people's hearts the Hope of glory. I sought, but found not·. One
Sunday, ah !-I rememher it "ell-sorrowful, I left my hom~ and
wandered I knew not where, little ec,peding to find the Lord in His
goodness going before me in the way. The thought stnj(;k me, and
",ith the though.t I went to heal' Parks, of "hom I had heard strange
thing- . \'\Then I aJTived at t.he church, the ~eryice had commenced.
I quietly enterr'ed by the gallery doo'r, and sa,t dOown on Olle of the hack
seats. A lady noticed me aJld invit,ed me into her pe". I was not at
dl impressed with the reading o,f the service, and more th'ln once I
~dshed my elf outaga.in.
At lenfrth sermon time CaJlle, when I found
there was a master in t.he pulpit. He g·.we out for his' text theoJeo
words, I Let us thereiOore feaT, lest, a Jlromis~ being left us' of entering
into His l"e t, a.ny of you should !>€lem to come ~ho·rt of it" (Heb. iv. 1).
As Mr. O'Le'lry read Oover these words hii" heart was well-night broken,
hi eye,s were bathed in tears, and his. voice choked withe-motion. To
my soul thislwls a, seaoon o,f spec.ial favour. He continued, "Pa.rks
said, This wa~ not a slavish, but a filial feal'-':-a fear attendant. upon
faith, hope, and love. In this fell" is strong confidenc€<, a.nd the
posse1>OO,r of it depa,rts from the snares. of dea,th. The Lord taketh
pleasure in all them that fear Him, and will fulfil their dooire. This
I
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fooJ" pf€OOrves horn vain boast,ing, and keeps the soull humble before
God. The rest spoken of is Christ~ into which an those who fea.!'
befaTe God ha,ve entered:. WeaJ--y. and Slin-buTdooed, they cease from
their 'OWll wo,rks!and enter into, th,is root of God's pfOividing-" For we
which ha,ve believed do! en:ter into rest." Oh, what a sweet, rootingc .
plaoe is Jesus to His weary, sin-distressed, and Satan-haunted. people!
The promioo of this root was giVetrL to' the Church od' God in Christ
before an worlds.
Every member of that Church is bought into
po,sse$lion of the promise when God the Holy Ghost seals th.em as
Godls property in regenerating a,nd oonfirming grace.' And then comes
-to me--the crorwning, the SlweeteSJt pan of the discourse--the coming
short of it. (Bles~ed be God,' said PaJ"ks~ (thiS! they only seem to' do
-seemed to come short of it. Moses seemed to come short of it, for
through failure he entered not into the Promised Land, but died on
the wildernel's side of the Jordan. David seemed to come short of
it, and POOl" weeping Jeremiah arrived at the conclusion that he had
come short a.ltog·ether when he said, "My strength and my hope is
perished from the Lord" (Lam. iii. 18). This seeming to come Shmt
of the promis1e drives the sinner to t,he Meroy-Se::tt.' "
For a, moment he paused, and then; said with emphasis, "Oh, my
dear friffi1d, I seem to come short'of it every da,y, but none can knorw
the plea.ffilre I experience when addre.<"sing God in these words'," 'Thy promise
'With this
Thou callest
And such,

is my only plea;
I venture nigh;
burden'd souls to'-Thee,
0 Lord, am 1.' -

"That moming Parks got into my hea,rt, and I believe nothing will
. ever take him out of it."
Towa.rds the close of the yea,r 1866 t,be Lord took me from Haydock
to preach His tJ'uth at Barrow Hill, near Chesd:erfield. On receiving
the appointment, which I believe was iIb answer to his God-breathed
petitions at the throne on the behalf of me and mine, I sought·his
company and counsel. He expressed his gratitude tOl God in unmistakable terms, and said, " I received a commiSS'ion from Rome to minist€'I'
at her altars.
I duly roceived a, commi&sion fmm the Bishop of
Chest,er j but yoU! ha.ve what is better than all that, ,a. ch."Irge from the
Shepherd and Bisholl' of souls to preach Hi Wo~'d. My pra.yer for you
is, that He will keep you ever near to Himself, and when you go up
into that pulpit may you never be seen, and wben you open your
lips may you never be hea.rd. May you be hidden behind His glory
aIJd beauty, and ma.y His voice of love be he;:U'd speaking His orwn
sweet word of paJ'don and peace to weary, waiting souls."
After this I' never &:l,W him upon ea.lih. On Friday, No,vember
On Wedn·esda,y,
30, I removed with. my family to BaJT<YW Hill.
January 2, 1867, the Lord remoiVed him from these lowlands of sin and
sorrow, to be for ever with Him Ulp yonder. .Referring to his depa,rture,
the Rev. Wm. Pal'ks in his seI'lllon on Sunda.y, January 6, 1867, from
the WQrds, "Kept by the power of God," said-er Thi day month, I
think, he was here for the last time<. He took to his bed and rambled
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a good deal: but, in his lucid moments, he rejoiced to have converse
with me about Christ. His only regret was, he did not kI10lW me
when he was a younger man. 'When I last saw him he was speechless.
He tried to talk but could not. He c.ried like a child, and utter'eQ
the words, 'Thy will, Thy will-graoe, grace,' and mohone:d fo,r me to
pray with him. We pmyed together, and he distinctly said, 'Amen.'
To the last Christ was exceedingly pl:ecious to him. My heare<rSJ, our
brother is gone to heaven, I firmly believe. In hiE! case especially,
you see how a soul can be kept through trial, affliction, and tempta.tioa, by the power of God unto salva.t.ion. May you all realioo God's
keeping aE! he did. Amen."

~mnons anb ~otts

of

Sermons,

OUTLINE OF A SERMON BY THE LATE REV. LEONARD.
HILL.
MINISTER OF

PORTLAND

CHAPEL,

BATH.

" The eyes of yam' unde1'standing being enlightened."-EpHESIANS i. 18-23,

OH, beloved, behold once more what a galaxy of heavenly truths is
here to be seen and understood by the Church of God! The very
melltion of them in such a cluster seems to dazzle and confound one.
They are amazing themes truly, all matters of spiritual teaching and
heartfelt experience by each and every member of the mystical
body of Christ; and this is not all, for he prays that these Ephesians,
"being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend
with all saints "'hat is the length, and breadth, and depth, and
height, and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that
ye might be filled with all the fulness of God!" I would just make
one remark upon the 21st verse,before I proceed with the interesting
,erses that form the text. In the words" principality, power, might,
and dominion," that are said to be subjected to our Lord, there Jllay
seem somewhat of tautology, but under the Holy Spirit's inditing
this cannot be. If it were necessary I could sl10w you, that these
four different names, given to angels, whether good or bad, have each
a distinct meaning. For instance, the first· word, which would be
better translated government than principality, signifies empire of
the largest extent; and· the last word, which would be better translated· lordship than dominion, signifies the lowest degree of powerpower of the smallest extent.
The fact is, that the four different
names, given to angels in this verse, intimate that there are different
orders and degrees of goyernment and subordination among good and
bad angels in the invisible world, as among men in the visible world.
And, although we do not know precisely what kind of degree or power
is marked by the different names when applied to good and bid angels,
yet the meaning is evident, that to oUr Lord, in His human nature, are
subjected the highest, the intermediate, and the lowest order of beings
in the universe having power, whether among angels or among meni
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so that according to this view of Christ's dominion, He is placed above
every created nature, however powerful for good or evil it may be.
"And hath put all things under His feet." I have not very long
ago explained what is meant by all tllings being put in subjection
under His feet. I may sum up this statement, by referring you to
the words of our Apostle in another Epistle. He says God left nothing
that is not put under Him.
The Apostle seems to add these words
as if he would (to use a familiar expression) clench the nail. A person
might say, for instance, "'VeIl, I do believe in a general way, that
all things are put under Jesus' feet, but when I take a survey of
all the various-I might say immense and complicated-circumstances
of this world, I find it very difficult to raise my faith up to that point
to believe that every individual thing, through the whole complicated
serie!\. of human events (setting aside all heavenly things), is under
His positive, imlllediate, and direct cOJltrol." Now, the Apostle meets
that difficulty j not by explaining it, IJut by eniin';l'ing: more fully on
his previous declaration. He adds, therefore, these deci~ive words,
" In that God put all thiugs under Christ's feet, He left nothing that
is not put uuder Him." It is worth observing, the stress and authority
which he lays upon God's Word. That is his ultimatum-the word
9f a King, from which there is no appeal.
Receive it as fully as
he does, dear hearers, and your unbelief will stop its mouth. But
you may look round and ask, as if still unconvinced, " If all things are
put under Jesus' feet, why do the ungodly prosper? why is sin permitted to go to such awful lengths in tbe world-to run down our
streets unchecked like ,vater? vVhy are real belie,en; l::O oppressed ~
Why is true religion so hated 7 and why, if Te,us is so supreme in
authority and power, is Satan allo':\ed to can) the chief sway 7"
I
fully grant (as I have once before stated in brackets), that many true
believers have been puzzled and perplexed upon these points, and have
been scarcely able to answer them to their own satisfaction or to
that of others. I fully admit that one would have thought, reasoning
naturally, if the one LOl'd Jesus Christ were at God's right hand, and
all things put under His feet, matters would not be as they" are,
either in the Church or in the world. '~Te should not see saints
slip and fall, and bring reproach on the cause of God and truth. vVe
Rhould not see hypocrites so abollnding in Churches and cOD~regations.
We should not see the truth despised and hated, and error patronized
and loved. 'Ve should not see the enemie" (If tl'Uth rejoice and
the friends of Jesus mourn.
'Ye should not see in this so-called
Christian nation sins' only to be paralleled b:- heathens and savages,
and the Gospel only known and professed by a fe\\" despised' ones.
(When I say the Gospel, I do not mean the Yea and Xay Gospel which
is everywhere preached, but the real doctrines of i!Tace). Reasoning
naturally, should we not say, "How can Jesus be at God's right hand
and all things put under His feet, yet such evils prevail, and so little
good accomplished 1
As (Lord of all,' why does He not cause the
Gospel to be preached more truthfully, widely, and successfully ~ 'Why
are not more called out of darkness into light 7 Why does He not
make us really what we are nominally, a Christian nation ~
Why

.. "

_-

"1

rile Gospel jilagazi1tc.

.

\

705

should He have so few to serve and glorify Him, and they so feebly'
and imperfectly 1 "
Tllese questions, and numberless others of a similar nature, lllay
suggest themselves to a reasoning mind j but the Apostle meets all
such enquiries with this pointed declaj:ation, "In that He put all
things under His feet, He left nothing that is not put under Him."
He beats down (as it were) all such enquiries by bringing down upon
them the hammer of God's 'VOl"d-the full force of God's own positive
declaration. Then, reason, be still, if thou canst j hold thy peace, and
allow faith to come forth and submit to the Ward of Truth.
But just look at it' for a moment or two in another point of view.
If all things were not put under the feet of Jesus, would this world be
habitable 1 '~T ould not men rend and tear one another as wild beasts 1
Could the saints of God dwell in this vale of tears for a single day,
had Satan full dominion, surrounded as they were by the most deadly.
enemies and hated by all the malice of the wicked one 1 I O j their
enemies would swallow them uJr-the Gospel be uprooted-the
ministers of truth silenced, and the darkness and heathenism in all
its misery spread over the land j nor would there be it single saint
of God left upon earth j for such a storm of persecution would
break out against them, as would sweep everyone away. Oh, beloved,
may God the Spirit enable us to hold fast this truth, for on it depends
so much of our comfort, that in putting all thi11gs under the feet of
Jesus, God left nothing which was not put under Him, "and gave
Him to be Head over all things to the Church."
Just retrace your
We now enter upon a blessed declaration.
thoughts a little. 01tI"'~postle speaks of the working of God's power.
But he declares it to e wrought in Christ, and infers that it' would
not have shone forth in tIle quickening a dead sinner at all, but for
the incomparable lo,e that He bore to Christ. And these are the
tokens of His mediatorial glory, that Jesus is now at the Father's right
hand-" far above all principality." And then comes the glorious
wind-up of the whole-the foundation of the believer's hope, and the
top-stone of the Redeemer's glory. Then comes that special gift of
His dear Son, which the Everlasting Father was pleased to bestow
upon His Church and people, " He gave Him to be Head over all things,
to His Church."
Oh, may God the Spirit take us by the hand,
beloved, and guide us through the depths of this Scripture, and enable
us to see what we are in our relationship to Him, and what the Most
High Jehovah is to ourselves, without being dazzled with the strength
of His love! " He gave Him to be the Head." He gave Him! Mark
the Giver. And mark that most desirable of all gifts that He gave
out of His own bosom! To have gi,ell worlds would have been to
have given much, but then with the breath of His mouth He could
have created others. He could have multiplied them to an infinity,
so that His sovereignty would not have suffered loss. To have given
angels would have been to give more, but t.hen He could have filled
the places of those flaming spirits, so that not a voice in all the choir
of heaven should have been missed. But ah, He could not create, so to
say, another Christ j He could not have sent forth another co-eqmt.l
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and co-eternal Son. 'V"hen He gave His Beloved He parted with a
treasure that had from everlasting (as some one beautifully says)
gone round the circle of eternity with Himself. Could gold have redeemed His Church, He might have surfeited the most covetous with
a profusion of it j' could the blood of slain beasts have done it, He might
have turned every stall into an altar, for all the herds of the forest are
His, and so are the cattle upon a thousand hills. But no j nothing
short of the Lamb slain before the foundation of the world would do!
Oh, the infinite, the wondrous, the unsearchable loving-kindness of
Jehovah! He threw the doors of His free grace wide open, and gave
Him-gave Him-to be the Strength of His Church in her warfare,
and the head of the Church in her trials over the world, the flesh, and
the devil.
And now the question for our examination is, in what respect is
He so 1 Our Apostle says-" He gave Him to be Head over all things
to the Church, which is His body." Just observe that the truth COlltained in these blessed words is conveyed by a very simple metaphor
which represents the Church of God, i.e., the whole family of believers
throughout all time-those now in heaven, and those now on earth,
and those who shall follow us and fill up our places in the ~battle, when
we are enjoying the repose of our victory. It represents, I say, the
whole Church of God, so composed under the similitude of one human
body, of which the Lord of life and glory is the one and only spiritual
Head. Perhaps there is no figure which can mark the oneness as that
of the human body. It has one bead, one life. The one head controls
the whole, conducts the whole, nourishes the whole, defends the whole,
and the one life pervades the wbole. It has one blood, which goes
through every part of the whole. If one member suffer, all the
members suffer. One counsel goes through the whole. There is no
contention in the human body. We have no union so close. In a
tree, there may be a sickly branch, and yet the whole tree may be
healthful j nay, in a building a wall may be awry, and yet the whole
house may be strong. But in the body, "if one member suffer, all
the members suffer." It is the closest-I dO'not say it is the highest,
for the highest is surely that of heart with heart, and mind with mind
-but it is the. closest union that can be imagined. Now this is the
very figure which the Holy Ghost has made use of by His servant
Paul. Hence the true Church of Christ is one. The true Church,
as consisting of all the true family of God-all belie,ers, all saints,
of every name under heaven-forming one body of which Christ is
the glorified Head. This is the simple metaphor_by which the truth
contained in this clause is conveyed. It represents the whole Church of
God (as I have said), so composed under the similitude of one human
body, of which the Lord of life and glory is the one and only spiritual
Head. It then declares that this body the Church forms the fulness
of the glory of Christ, Who filleth all in all. Now when the Apostle
declares that Christ is the Head of the Church, doubtless His first and
most obvious intention is to mark His pre-eminence, to demonstrate,
as He has elsewhere declared, that" God hath highly exalted Him, and
given Him a Name above every name."
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But this i~ far from all that is involved in the relationship j and this
our Apostle distinctly illustrates, when speaking of Christ as the Head
(in his Epistle to the Colossians) j he immediately adds, "From which
all the body by joints and bands having nourish,ment ministered, and
knit together, increaseth with the increase of God." It is clear then,
from this passage just read, viz., "having nourishment ministered,"
that it refers to Christ as the Head over the Church, not only in point
of pre-eminence, but in point of influence. For, as in the human body,
all the nerves spring from the brain, and yet communieate life and
feeling to every part of the body, down even to the smallest member,
so all spiritual life and all spiritual feeling in the Church of God take
their rise from one great and glorified Head, and spread downwards
from that source of influence, into the heart of every believer. This
is the dodrinal truth contained in the words of the Apostle. But
obser,e what immediately flows. from this important fact, in an experinlental form.
Until we are spiritually united by a living
faith to the Lord Jesus Christ, we must inevitably be destitute of life
and feeling, as a hmnan body (from which the head has been separated) _
would be destitute of all sense and all motion. V{hile, on the other
hand, when by a living faith we are united to our adorable Redeemer,
when we have been led to choose Him for our portion, to accept Him in
all His offices, for our full and sufficient Saviour, casting our souls unreservedly upon the promises of God in Christ Jesus, we become
spiritually, members of His body-bone of His bone, flesh of His flesh.
" Your life is hid with Christ in God." All that you need of strength,.
of light, of life, of grace, of guidance, are treasured up for you in
Him j and by the Spirit's operation, are to be daily drawn out by you
from Him, according to your daily wants, your daily sorrows, and your
daily temptations and trials. This, then, is a very blessed lesson, that
is to be deduced from the Scriptural relationship of the Lord of life
and glory to the Church, which He has purchased .with His own
blood.
I cannot pass on without a further investigation of this simple but
beautiful metaphor. . Well, then, Christ is the Head of His body the
Church, for strengthening and establishing it. All the members of
the natural body depend upon the head for strength and counsel j
there are also many dependencies in this respect j and just so, in a
spiritual point of view, counsel and strength must be parts of one
golden cord, to draw the sinner effectually from idols. To know the
way that will bring us peace at the last is unavailable information to
us, except we have ability to walk in it j and wherever this knowledge
stands alone, it cannot be of God's sending. If He, in His special love
instructs our heads, it is one of His preparatory steps of meltin9' the
heart with Him. These two acts invariably proceed together. Why
did Paul make his boast of that which other persons would - have
parted from if they could 1 Why did Paul glory in his infirmiti8s',
Just for this reason-that the power of Christ might rest upon him,
and that which was strong in the Lord, might be perfected in the
weakness of the creature. 'Vhat so powerfully draws out tJll' riches of
infinite love as the poverty and necessities of the creature ~ What so
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strikingly tells us that the Lord is able to save to the uttei'most,as
His ,bringing us up from a state of death and corruption 1 Yea, waiting
un,til we have reached that point, which was inaccessible to human'
means, which human power could not reach 1 that He might stand
. before the sealed-up sepulchre of our hearts and say as life-giving
a word to us as He said to Lazarus, "CoIne forth."
Again, Christ is a Head for bringing the whole body to God the
Father, Look at the natural senses. They are all concentrated in the
natural head; the hearing ear, the seeing eye, and the speaking tongue,
these are concentrated in the head. The other parts are subordinated
to these. If we would, I need scarcely say, be heard in prayer, it is
the lips ,that move; and if we would weep for sin-it is the eye that
fills; and if it is so in the head of the natural body, much more is
it in the spiritual. Our beloved Emmanuel first weeps and mourns
for us, before we are in a state to lament for ourselves. He sees our
nakedness when the belief of our hearts is that "'e are covered all
over with white and beautiful raiment.
He presents His pleading
intercession to His Father;' and His Father smiles on us as our
Father. The body would fall to pieces without the head, and that
would_ be the inevitable condition of that mystical body of evangelists,
and prophets, and saints, and martyrs, who are prepared to rise at
the resurrection of the just 1 What would become of all His dear and
God-fearing people who are now the salt of the earth, and preserving
is from spiritual putrefaction 1-what, I ask, would become of them,
'but for the Head to which they are everlastingly joined 1 An old
writer says, that there are, admirably contrived, but indistinguishable,
knots that tie a sinner to the upholding and sustaining strength of
his Saviour. Now, if it were possible to cut one of these knots, the
sinner wO~lld fall away into his original nothingness. His relationship
to God, would be for ever at an end; and those everlasting arms that
keep him from falling, being removed, he would sink by the weight
of his own unpardoned sin into hopeless misery. But further, Christ
is the Head of the spiritual government of the body. He has a right
to govern what He has purchased for Himself. If true believers, we
are riot our own, we are" boug·ht with a price." And' when faith
is in exercise upon the Word and promises of God, we cannot but feel
it is His work to command and ours lovingly to obey. Nay, more, that
it is His peculiar prerogative to command, and that it is good for us
to obey. For, bear in mind, what does His government tend to but
the ripening our souls for the full apprehension and enjoyment of His
glory 1 Would any other than His own broad spiritual law have
discovered the purity and beauty of the Divine principle of obedience
and our deficiences in the practice of it 1 The system of His governing
is one of mercy; it is to make us holier, wiser, and happier, than
those who are in slavish dominion to their tyranizing wills. It can
never be said of anyone -who suffers these lords to take him into
captivity--it can never be said, I say, of such an one, the kingdom of
God is within you. No; that is a kingdom where nothing is known,
but tile drawing influences of everlasting Love; wbere trutb is preeminent over error, and Christ reigns without a rival. And observe
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too, that the fruit, the lovely, pleasing, heavenly fruit of His dom~n~on
is no less a thing than our sanctification. Our desires for- the hvmg
God can only grow in the soil of a heart that He has prepared by
His grace. If He were not to prune the wildness of our branches,
if He were not to let in the reviving sun of His own righteousness,
they would run into rotten wood, and neve'r become thoroughly fruitful.
When Christ binds, it is to give more freedom; when Christ cuts away,
it is to make more fruit.
His corrections are all tokens of His
wondrous pity, for "whom He loveth He chasteneth: and scourgeth
every son whom He receivetl!."
Once more, as Christ is the Head of His body the Church, so He
is their Life (He is the Head, they the members). The natural body
lives as long as the head lives, Sever tbe head and the body dies
immediately.
"Vhat is the declaration of the Covenant Head 1c. Because I li've, ye shall live also."
So that every true believer
can say, I can never die till Christ dies, and my Bible tells me He will
never die any more, for death hath no more dominion over Him. Oh,
blessed security! all the members of the mystical body of Christ live
judicially because of their union with Him. What do I mean by living
judicially? 'Why, there is "no condemnation to them," neither law,
nor curse, nor vengeance stands against them. Hell is locked against
them for ever. Heaven is open to them, and they are favoured with
joint-heirship with Him to enter into it. Oh, blessed, blessed life!
to live because Christ lives!
But they not only live judicially, but experimentally, as long as
He lives. While" He giveth more grace," and while He is the God
of all grace, and while it pleases the Father that all fulness should be
treasured up in Him, His dear people have only to receive, as empty
vessels, out of His fulness, and then experience is watered, nourished,
strengthened, feasted! I would beg you to observe that this describes
all your experiences'. It .is the habit of some to dwell continually
upon the corruptions of the old nature, and this they call Christian
experience. Now, although it is profitable for us sometimes to "look
to the rock whence we were hewn, and the hole of the pit whence we
were digged," yet this is not Christian experience.
Christian experience is "Christ in the heart the hope of glory." Experimental
godliness received from His fulness,' receiving supplies continually
from Him, and then that is the pledge and earnest of living externally.
Still, the sacred vow of the glorious Covenant Head holds good,
"Because I live ye shall ,live also." Then if He lives in glory, so
shall you, believer, and you shall sit down with Him upon His throne,
even "as He also has overcome and sat down upon His Father's
throne." Oh, blessed oneness with a glorious Christ!
Never, no
never, to be dissolved, but to give His members the pledges and
earnests of glory on earth, to bring them home to the consummation
of glory, when He has done all His will in them and by them hc"e
below. Well, then, while we note that Christ is Head over all, to
the Church, which is His body, we cannot but note the identity of Head'
and members. There is "no separation," as well as "no condemnation" written in His Word! Jesus and His Church are so emphatically
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one that He would not be glorified-He would not accept of all the
glory in heaven without His Church. His Church is so emphatically
one with Him, that His body (as some one says) would be a "mangled"
body, if one member were missing. If the very least were wanting,
it would be a mangled body, and not as He says a perfect body, complete in Him. If your little finger were cut off, everyone would allow
that yours is a mangled body-one member would be wanting. If the
weakest, most humble, most timid of Christ's mystical body could
by possibility perish, it would be, I repeat, a mangled body, an object
of pity to all the angels in heaven for ever! Glory to His Name, that
He says of all the members of His mystical body, "'Where I am, there
shall also My servants be."
. May He command a blessing on His 'Word, and His great Name
shall have all the glory.
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COMMUNION.

" They that fea1'ed the Lord spake OJten one to another: and the Lord
hearkened and heard it, and a book of 1'e-membrance was written before
Him/or them that/em'ed the L01'd, and that thought upon His Name."MALAoHI iii. 16.
How sweet communion is with saints,
For soul can soul inspire;
The brand that soon goes out alone,
With others makes a fire:
So 'tis our Father's will that we
Should heavenward march in company.
Oh ! let us prize communion dear
With loved ones on the road,
But prize as weri the hour alone,
And most the hour with God:
Eager to seize each help thays given,
And forward press in haste to heaven.

J. D.
"THE LAMB IN THE MIDST OF THE THRONE."
IT must be plentiful provision and feeding that comes from "The
Lamb in the midst of the throne," for the throne is a place of joy and
triumph.
Here must be the choicest cheer, amidst the choicest
company-God and Christ, and angels and saints. There is as much
sweetness in Christ as there is fulness and suitableness.
Christ is
the fountain of sweetness. His mouth is most sweet; His promise is
most sweet; His fruits are most sweet. "I sat down under His shadow
with great delight" (says the Church), "and His fruit was sweet to
'my taste" (Song ii. 3). Here are the sweet rivers of living. waters
that will drive away all death and sorrow.-Ralph Erskine.
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JOSEPH IRONS.
LIFE SKETCH BY MISS RUTH Cow ELL.
THE subject of this month's portrait was probably known personally
to some few of the present readers of this Magazine. Those who are
familiar with "Memorials of a Gracious Life" will readily recall that
Mr. Irons was a family friend, as well as the faithful pastor, of bot.h
the families of my late beloved father and mother, and hence It
is that his name and associations are a hallowed memory. Mr. Irons
was born on the 5th of November, 1785, at Ware, Herts, and
was brought up under the tender care and wise counsels of a godly
father. His being like one of old, the child of many prayers, it was his
father's desire from his earliest infancy to train up the child in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord. So his youth was spent under
the paternal roof, following his father's trade, that of a builder and
carpenter, and at the same time, being of an enquiring mind,
the young Joseph endeavoured to obtain all information on general
subjects, little dreaming to what sanctified use it was to be put in
after days. To quote his words, "Well do I recollect my dear father
saying as I left his roof, 'There's son J oseph going to that wicked
London. My heart bleeds while I bid him good-by. I fear it may'
end in his ruin. You will be far away from a father's eye and a
father's counsel: but never will I cease to pray for you, that God
may preserve and prosper you, although surrounded by all tllat is
wicked.' Little did he think that that journey would be for my eternal
welfare-that the Lord would meet with me in that great metropolis
-that I was to be born there. In the kind providence of God (and
how wonderful are His ways and His dealings with the children of
men !) I was brough up to London when eig'hteen years of age, and oh!
the mercy! A thousand thanks to my God 'Whose 'mercy endureth
for ever!' He led me, or I should not have gone, to the Church of
St. Mary Somerset, Thames Street, to heal' the Rev. Alphonsus Gunn,
in the year 1803, and while listening to that eloquent and truly
faithful preacher of the Gospel, a stranger to Christ, to myself, and
to the minister, the Lord directed the alTOW into my conscience, and
brought me to a saving knowledge of Divine truth, before a rebel, now
a repenting sililler. Oh that day! that hour! that place! that
preac~ler ! I shall never forget!
' Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all
that is within me, bless His holy Name.' "
Mr. Irons continued to attend the favoured ministry of this eminent
servant of God so long as Mr. Gunn remained on earth; but he was
ripening for glory, and but three years had elapsed ere he was called
home. Ml'. Gunn's preaching -was described as eloquent, attractive,
persuasive, searching, and experimental; and under the power of the
Holy Ghost, many were "born again," and others established. After
Mr. Gunn's decease, Mr. Irons was directed to Gate Street Chapel,
where he heard very acceptably the minister, the Rev. Griffith Williams.
From his own statement he "as fed here with the choicest of the
whea-t, and was subsequently led to join the Church, becoming
one of the closest and most intimate friends of Griffith Thomas. It
THE PORTRAI'l',-THE REV.
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was whilst he was a member here' that Mr. Irons first felt a desire to
open ):lis lips for. the Lord, and declare what great things He had
done for his -soul. It was not done hurriedly; he waited upon the
Lord in much prayer, feeling the great weight and importance of the step, and he was lovingly counselled by his minister.
"It was
his kind pastoral care and attention," wrote Mr. Irons, "which first
induced me to open my mouth at a prayer-meeting; and well do I
remember him taking me by the hand, saying, (I want you young ones
to come forward.''' It was thus he first opened his mouth in prayer
in public, and Mr. Thomas was the first to encourage him to blow'
the Gospel trumpet, and when he introduced him to preach his first
sermon, it was with the words-CC Go in the Name of the Lord, and
consider the whole world your parish."
When the Rev. Griffith Thomas was called to his eternal rest in
1826, Joseph Irons preached a funeral sermon at Grove Chapel, Camberwell, of which he was then minister, from Matthew xxi. 8.
In his days, previous to having a settled charge, Mr. Irons preached
in various vilfages, under the sanction of the London Itinerant Society,
"being engaged actively in business all the week, and walking from ten
to twenty miles on the Lord's Day and preaching two and three
times a day to the villagers. Of those days he writes-CC The remembrance of those walks refreshes my spirit while I record them, and
calls forth gratitude to God, Who led me step by step in the Divine
work. My only companion as 1 walked out to the various plac.es
where I had to go to proclaim God's truth was my pocket Bible, and
its Divine Author, Who often favomed me with the spirit of pray;,r
. on the way, and shed many a ray of Di,ine light on the inspired
page, so that by the time I reached the little companies, I was femished
with a (Thus saith the Lord,' and often proved that a Divipe blessing
rested upon it; thus God blessed His own truth through it feeble in'strument."
We would fain linger over these early days of his ministry; they
are fraught with deep interest and convincing proofs of his Divine
call to the preaching of the everlasting Gospel.
One remarkable
incident must suffice: The wife of a thatcher had a great desire to
hear Mr. Irons preach in the barn which was generously made tenantable and set aside for preaching by a gentleman who was, drawn to
Mr. Irons's ministry. The poor woman was led by curiosi·· , because
there was no small stir in the village concerning the truths. Mr. Irons
was promulgating. "She came," in the words of the narl:'ative, _cc alJ.d
the Lord was pleased to apply His Word with power Divine to her soul;
and she gave full proof that it was the work of God and not of man;
it was not merely an external reformation, but the work of the Spirit
on the soul; so that all who saw it, who k.new the Lord, could not
help exclaiming, (What hath God wrought r'
The change was so
visible, her. husband, a most ungodly character, saw but hated the
change, and declared that if she dared enter the barn again he would
kill her. His threats were in vain-the evening came for worshipshe went. He said he would take her life from her on her return,
if she did. She replied, (Well, you may take my life from me, but
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you cannot take away my religion. I can trust in God, and leav!J
the result with Him.' Accvrdingly, she went, seeking a blessing; and
asking the Lord to protect her from the rage of her godless husband.
After the service, she returned to her home, but to find the door,
locked; she obtained a key from a relative, which opened it, found
her husband asleep, retired to rest, and in the morning he appeared a
little calmed down; for the Lord had so chained him that he did her
no bodily harm; and in the course of time, He so graciously heard
and answered prayer, that her husband accompanied her to the barn.
Although there was no real proof· that he was converted by Divine
grace, yet one thing is quite certain, n'om a bold blasphemer. and
persecutor, he became a constant hearer of the Gospel, and a decent,'
quiet member of society."
We find Mr. Irons supplying the pulpits at Hoddesdon; Sawston;·
Portland Chapel, Bath; Devonport; Plymouth Dock; Camden Chapel,
and subsequently that of Grove Chapel Camberwell, which was built
for him; during which time the Church of spiritual stones was rapidly
increasing.
"The day fixed for the opening of Grove Chapel was
Tuesday, July 20, 1819," wrote Mr. Irons. "The day was peculiarly
marked with the Divine Presence, and the collections were very liberal.
One fact, I must record, inasmuch -as it proved that there is such a
thing as the fellowship of the Spirit in the househ()J.d of faith. Some
days previous to the opening of the chapel, I had been much occupied
in earnest prayer that the Lord would fix upon my mind so~e
suitable portion of His Word, as the basis of my first sermon in His
house, and, as I was pacing the aisle in the then unfinished building,
that precious promise came with peculiar force, 'Mine eyes and Mine
heart shall be there perpetually' (1 King ix. 3). I felt that I had
received it in direct answer to prayer, and that it was from the Lord
-and I therefore turned into one of the pews, and there studied my
first sermon for Grove Chapel with peculiar liberty and savour, and
fully anticipating the fulfilment of the promise; when strange, yet
not more strange than true, the same day at evening, one of my hearers
in our temporary "upper room," thus accosted me, 'Sir, I have
been praying earnestly for the Lord's blessing upon that building, and
-the answer I received is this, "Mine eyes and Mine heart shall be
there- perpetually.' "
Mr. Ir~)DS was eminently used of God in the ministry, wherein his
grand theme was to exalt a precious Christ as the sinner's only hope.
His life was-if we quote from the memoir of him-cc one unbroken
chain, both in doctrine, discipline, and deportment," so that there was
necessarily weight in his message. He was instant in season and out
of season, and it has been fairly estimated that he preached no fewer
than 11,000 sermons, often during the summer months, in the days of
his vigour, preaching no fewer than four times on the Lord's Day.
Some of those friends who had greatly profited by the week-night
lectures conducted at Jewin Crescent gave a proof of'their esteem by
presenting Mr. Irons with a handsome preaching gown. As the originator of this pleasing presentation was the writer's maternal grandmother, whom Mr. Irons was wont to style, "The brightest star in
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his congregation," I have in my possession many of her dear minister's
letters, etc., and amongst them the letter acknowledging this gift, as
follows : "My DEAl~ FRIEND,-I am quite in the dark as to the dear Christian
friends who have united with you to enrobe my poor body; I lTlUst
therefore address my expression of gratitude to you, and to them
through the same channeL by which the beautiful robe was conveyed to
me. I suppose that they and you have learned of my blessed Master,
Who when He saw me clothed in wretched old rags, kindly gave TIle
His own perfect robe, in which I have been accustomed to go to court
ever since, and can say to the glory of His precious Name that I have
never seen one of the courtiers better dressed than myself; for my best
robe is the righteousness of God, which is the very same that Paul
and Peter are now wearing before the throne of God! I am much
gratified with, and very thankful for, the superb silken robe with which
you have covered the outer man, for the decency and solemnity of the
worship of God; but so much am I enamoured with the glorious and
,beautiful robe of righteousness, which cost my precious L.ord His blood,
that I have been talking about it these twenty years at Jewin Crescent,
where many a poor sinner has been stripped, and clothed afresh by the
hand of God. Still, I apprehend there are some who creep in by night,
in linsey-woolsey garments and fig-tree covering, spangled with almost
every colour of modern profession, gay and smart enough in their own
view; I therefore intend, God helping me, to go on talking about my
best robe as well as wearing it, with the humble hope that my blessed
-Master will make them ashamed of their paltry patchwork-take them
into His stripping-room, and then clothe them with the same robe
wherewith He has clothed me. I also strongly suspect there are some
. at dear Jewin Crescent who have been made quite ashamed of their
old rags, and have had a sight of the best robe, but are afraid to claim
it, and unable to put it on; now for these I mean to beseech our most
blessed Lorci to be more kind than ever you were to me; for though
you, like Him, provided a beautiful robe, without any work or cost of
mine, yea, without my knowledge, yet you did not come and put it on
. me as He always does! Now, as He is still the keeper of His own
wardrobe, I will also pray Him to come forth at our weekly
banquet, and meet such trembling souls, who are tired of creature
righteousness, and yet too timid to appropriate the righteousness of
God as their own, and t-o put it on them Himself, that they may be
enabled to break forth in the grateful strains of Isaiah, singing, ' I will
greatly rejoice in the L.ord; my soul shall be joyful in my God; for
He hath clothed me with the garment of salvation, He hath covered
me with the robe of righteousness' etc.... Now for one word of apology;
ere I close this scribble (and you will own that I am very awkward at
apologies). - I understand that I was notexpected to wear my robe-until
next Wednesday. Allow me then to say, I did by that as I did by
the white robe which my Mast\:lr gave me, as soon as I got it on, it
felt sb comfortable, and it looked so beautiful, that I said (as I turned
and looked at my old rags with contempt), 'I'll never put them on
any more;' so I consigned them to the rag-bag from that day to this,
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where I should like to put all the Arminianism that is in the Church,
then tie and seal up the mouth of the bag, and label it with the words,
, Creature Rags,' and then lay it on the pile of 'wood, hay, and stubble,'
until the last great conflagration, to be reduced to ashes, and' degrade
the children of God no more. Then shall the saints shine forth in .
all the beauty of bridal attire, and sit down with their glorious Bridegroom at the marriage supper to celebrate His praise as long' as
eternity rolls on. May I trouble you, dear friend, to convey my
warmest thanks to those dear friends who have been associated with
you in this act of kindness, and also my Christian affection to your
family? and believe me to remain gratefully, your faithful and affectionate Pastor,
" J OSEPH IRONS."
The writer is also the possessor of the large Jewin Crescent Bible
which on another occasion was presented to Mr. Irons, and subsequently
by him handed over to her maternal grandmother, as one whose
friendship he greatly revered and loved in the Lord, whilst the
following lines were penned by their beloved pastor in the Bible presented to him by his affectionate flock at Grove Chapel:"TIns;: Book unfolds Jehovah";':mind;
This Voice salutes in accents kind;
This Friend will all onr needs supply;
This FOllllta'in sends forth streams of joy;
This .lhne affords us boundless wealth;
This good Phy.,ician gives us health;
This Sun renews' and .warms the sonl;
This Sword both wounds and makes us whole;
This Lette,' shows onr sins forgiven;
This Guide condncts us safe to Heaven;
This ChaTtel' has been .ealed with blood;
This Vol1tme is the Word of God I "

"J. I."
His sermon note-books are extremely small, and the writing of the
tiniest,. The books measure 4 by
inches, and so the reader can
judge how small is the lettering. The outline of each sermon is ex e
ceedingly interesting to trace, as Mr. Irons invariably spelt a word as
a leading thought throughout the divisions and subdivisions of his
address. Thus-the book has fallen open on one preached on September 15, 1833, from the text Ephesians iii. 12, "In whom we have
boldness and access," ek., and the outline is as follows. "The Believer's-Standing in Christ: sinner; accepted; fruitful; ennched; Attainments: boldness; access; confidence; Faith: the faith of
Him, promised in Christ by His power. Fixing upon His person and
work.
Enjoyment: exceeding all earthly joy; excluding unbelief;
earnest of heaven.
.
Many such like interesting notes, in poetry and prose, from "The
.~hepherd's Tent," as Mr. I.rons was wont to call his house, appeared
III the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, III March, 1894, from the pen of the late
beloved George Cowell, and therefore I hasten to draw this most interesting Memoir to a close.
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For some years previous to his decease, Mr. Irons became an increasing sufferer from gout and general debility. . He was a wOllder unto
. mallY who were aware of his painful sufferings all the week, and
then heard him with such marvellous vigour in the pulpit on the Lord's
Day. . The writer of his memoir states, "Every nerve was strained for
the service of God-the exalting of a precious Christ, entirely regardless
of his ease and comfort.
The fondest friend could not
deter him from public services, if it were possible for hirn to crawl out
for that purpose. For- years bygone he expressed a desire (if the Lord
would) that he might be taken home to eternal rest while he was
preaching. He had often said, 'Oh! how much I should like it, if the
Lord saw fit, that while I was lifting up a precious Christ in the
.pulpit, telling of His glories, His finished work, and Divine perfections,
pointing to His cross, and extolling His Name, that He would deign to
Hft me up to endless day to see His lovely face, without a veil between;
for I have spent the principal part of my life in the pulpit (or preparing for it), therefore I should like it to be the parting post; but
would not dare to dictate to my Divine Master as to the time and
manner of my removal to my eternal rest.''' But this was not to be.
Patience had yet to have hex work peI'feded and her testimony was
. to be made from a· suffering bed. Amid intense pain he said t{)
one who visited his dying bed, "It may be said by some, after I have
gone to glory, 'Josepn Irons recanted before he died,' tell them it is
not so. From my dying pillow I declare that I have no wish to recall nor
alter any of the grand fundamental truths that I have so long and so
sucessfully proclaimed. Bless the Lord, they will do to live and die
by. I have lived by them these many years, and proved their preciousness, and now I feel fully persuaded that I am a dying man, and still
they are precious to my soul. Oh! the importance of vital religionChrist'in the soul, and the soul in Christ.
My heart is fixed, 0 God,
trusting in Thee.
I am reclining on the bosom of Deity, resting on
the finished work of a precious Christ, Who hath loved me, and hath
given Himself for me. Divine faithfulness is my staff and stay."
And again: "What a resting place, dear brother (to the R.ev. Gabriel
Bayfield), for a poor worn-out old soldier! I am like John, leaning on
the bosom of Jesus. My pains are great indeed, but Christ is precious."
The year 1852 saw the death of three of the Church's worthies, in the
Revs. Burrows, of Clapham, Krause, of Dublin, and Irons, of Camberwell.
Thus lived, and thus died, or rather departed, one 'of the greatest
last century champions of pure Truth and Protestantism. But a short
time before his decease Mr. Irons remarked that, "he anticipated ere
long, joining the company of patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and saints,
but above all, the presence of Jesus, to be enjoyed perpetuaJly." And
now he more than realises those bright anticipations before the Throne
of God and the Lamb, and is enjoying uninterrupted bliss and worship
with that countless number who cease not day nor night crying,
"Salvation to Ollr God, which sitteth upon the Throne, and llnto the
Lamb."
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THE

DEAD.

No proof can be found anywhere in the inspired Scriptures that the
practice of praying for, or to, the dead is authorised by God.
The
Gentile heathen and the later Jews, by their religious customs have,
no doubt, given the sanction of antiquity to this form of superstition,
but so far as Christians are concerned, the practice lies outside the
province of their worship. No Divine authority can be adduced for
the ordinance. All is conjecture, inference, or assumption. Nothing
is more sternly prohibited in the Old Testament than Necromancy,
intercourse and communion with the dead. It has been pointed out
that, "Sympathy and reverence for the dead found its principal expression in the Christian Church by extravagant and superstitious regard for the memories and relics of the martyrs. The Christians first
prayed for them, and then praised them, and ended in praying to
them." The corruptions. of the modern Church of Rome and the system
of its Anglican imitators-the Ritualists-rnay all be traced to. a
common origin, and to an early period in the Christian era. This fact
is important, for it shows how necessary it is to bear in mind that
" primitive Christianity" is not an authority to which appeal can safely
be made for the settlement of matters affecting faith and worship
The inspired, written Word of God is the sole infallible authority to
which we can refer all such questions.
We recently met with a treatise entitled" Hereafter," * a chapter in
which ably deals with the subject of " Prayers for the Dead," the following excellent sUillmal; of reasons for rejecting the unauthorised and
superstitious practice being worthy of transcription. The author says:
_er We may conclude that prayers for the dead are' a fond thing
vainly invented and grounded upon no warranty of Holy Scripture, but
rather repugnant to the Word of God, and for these reasons:
"1. They savour more of presumption ·than piety, leading the devotee (to intrude into those things which he hath not seen, vainly
puffed up by his fleshly mind' (Col. ii. 18).
"2. They transcend the lilllits of prayer: 'Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven' (Matt. vi. 10).
"3. They lack any Scriptural command and are not based on any
Divine promise: the silence of the Bible is eloquent against ~he
practice.
"4. They reflect on the moral ~overnment of God, if offered for the
wicked, whose condition is already determined: c Beside all this,
between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that they which would
pass from here to you cannot, neither can they pass to us that would
_come from thence' (Luke xvi. 26).

--;';'
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• c•.Hereafter; An Essay on_ 'The Blessed Hope,'" by· W·. Q. Warren, M. A.
(London: Erliot Stock, 62, Paternoster Row, E.C.)
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"5. ,They seem to disparage the Divine goodness if offered for the
righteous, as though they fell short of the Divine cpnsolations.
' He,quiescat in pace' implies a furtive doubt of the sacred assurance: 'Yea,
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from .their labours; and their
works do follow them' (Rev. xiv. 13).
"6. They seem to lack that reverent trust in God, if offered for the
wicked, which constrains the righteous to say, 'Shall not the Judge
of all the earth do right l' (Gen. xviii. 25).
"7. They appear to be deficient in that implicit faith which pleases
God if offered for the righteous: 'But without faith it is impossible to
please God, for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and
that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him' (Heb. xi.

-_.

G).
",We have abundant evidence in Holy Scripture that God rewards
the righteous when they depart hence, but we have no evidence that
prayers for the dead are acceptable, or may be answered. In fine,
prayer for the dead is a morbid pastime of sickly souls, who fail to
realise the fulness of the promise 'and the blessed hope of the inheritance of the saints in light."
.
The practice of offering the Sacrifice of the Mass for the sins of the
dead is the natural Sacerdotal outcome of the false theory that the
dead can be benefited by the suffrages of the living. If the Son pf
God spoke truth when on earth-and He ever did so-we must reject
the heterodox belief that implies everlasting life is not the present and
perfect possession of all believers, and that unbelievers who die in
their sins, may after death attain to life eternal. The teaching of the
Lord Jesus is definite and settles the question with Di,ine authorlty:
"He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that hi;:lieveth not the Son, shall not see life; but the wrath of God
abideth on him" (John iii. 36).
"If the tree fall to"ards the
south or towards the north,. in the place where .the treefalleth, there
it shall be" (Eccles. xi. 3).
The teaching of the Protestant Reformers on this subject, as em, bodied in the written standards of the Church of England, is clear,
emphatic, and Scriptural. Thus the "Homily on Prayer" affirms" Because the sentence of God is unchangeable, and cannot be revoked
again; therefore let us not deceive ourselves, thinking that either we·
may help other, or other may help us by their good and charitable
prayers in the time to come." Thus the revived practice of praying 'for
the dead in the national Church is alike contrary to the teaching
cf the Bible and the Reformed Church of England.
THE EDITOR.
CONSOLATION FOR TRIED ONES.-How true it is that very many o(
the Lord's dear saints have been driven to the greatest straits and
difficulties by reason of the outward circumstances of poverty. But
if read with an eye to that Bread which Jesus handeth in secret, and
which none knoweth but he who receiveth, even in the deepest want
the. soul can say, in the language of the Master, "I have bread to
eat that the world knows not of."-Dr. Hawker.
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MULTUM IN P ARVO.
A.."'OTHER year has

almost passed away and the Bishops have done nothing
effectual to " put down Rituali,sm." The present Archbishop of Canterbury assured the world some time since that "stern and drastic
measures" were about to be adopted by the Episcopal Bench to arrest
the lawlessness of Sacerdotalism in the national Church. Since that
time, he himself has promoted to benefices members of the Sacerdotal
party. ~nat, then, are we to say 1 Are we to "trust the Bishops,"
as Mr. Balfour argues 1\'e should do 1 To do so would be to trust to
broken reeds. The settled policy of the Bishops-as the Bishop of
Bristol and the Church Congress lately made plain-is to bring about
a general agreement and mutual understanding between Evangelicals,
Broad Churchmen, and Anglo-Romanists.
Such an unholy alliance
would be alike unprincipled and disastrous. Compromise in matters
affecting" the Faith once delivered by the God of truth is' base disloyalty to Himself in Person. The Church of the Laodiceans strikingly
illustrat~s how hateful in the Lord's sight is the condition of any
body professing His Name which ceases to be zealous for the purity
of His worship and grows "lukewarm" in the maintenance of His
truth. Thus the Bishops are doing their worst to bring the Reformed
Church of England under the stern rebuke of Him Who is jealous of
His holy -Name, and Who has not changed since He addressed -the
compromising Laodicean Church-cc So then, because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of My mouth."
He is able to do this in the twentieth century even as He was
in the first. Repentance "as the one way of escape left to the Laodiceans. "Be zealous, therefore, and repent" was the last warning
word spoken by Him Who officially visited the backsliding Church,
and the self-same 'admonition to-day applies to the errant Church
of England. No sign of repentance is, however, apparent among our
ecclesiastical rulers. "Peace, peace, when there is no peace," is the
false cry they have raised, and the world applauds their policy.
What will be done in the end hereof 1--" Protestant Sunday" (Novernbel' 1) was this year observed in a very large number of churches and
chapels, suitable sermons were preached, and faithful warnings against
the perils of the times were delivered. It has not been stated, however,
that a single Bishop raised his voice to warn the flock that "grievous
wolves" have entered into its midst, and that they will not spare the
sheep.-Two more Ritualistic clergymen have just openly joined the
ranks of the Pope's army. It would be well if many more who have
departed from their ordination vows, and shown their preference for
the false doctrines of the Papal Apostasy, were to take the only logical
and honourable step open to them, and" go out from us."-The Blackburn branch of the Women's Protestant Union, had a well-attended
meeting last month.
Mr. Richard McNeall, president of the Evangelical Protestant Institute, spoke of God's deliverances in the past,
with special reference to the Gunpowder Plot, and the way in which
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God freed England from the power of Romish error at that time.Earl Roberts, Commander-in-Chief, wrote recently to the Y.M.C.A.
authorities of "the remarkable way in which the Y.M.C.A. has extended the field of its valuable work amongst our Volunteers," and,
also, went on to say: "It is with the greatest satisfaction that I have
read the various figmes given to me. I most keenly appreciate aIr
your efforts, and also those of the Association, on behalf of the men;
and I sincerely trust that it may every year be found possible to extend
the benefits which your labours confer over a wider area."-Statistics
showing the small percentag-e of London's population who attend places
of worship on the Lord's Day have now been completed by a staff of
enumerators sent out by the" Daily News," The published figures
show that the total morning attendances were :-EstablishedChurch,
220,431; Nonconformist Chmches, 169,312; Roman Catholic Church,
73,680; Other Services, 35,310; In all, 498,733. In the evening these
figures are (in the same order) 209,722; 246,913; 19,892; 27,680. In
the Nonconformist Churches alone are the attendances better at night.
In the other cases the evening figures are the lesser. The total for
all London, including such of the people as attended twice a day, is
1,002,940. This out of a population of 4,536,540! Dividing these
figures among men, woman, and children, it appears that in the
Established Church the men are as 9 to 18 women and 14 children.
Nonconformist men are as 12 to 16 women and 12 children. In the
Roman Catholic Churches 23 men attended for 42 women and 26
children, while at "other services" there were 23 men to 15 women
and 23 children.

_~

A SWEET MORSEL FOR FAITH.

"He shall call wpon Me, and I will ansWe1' him; I will be with him
in trouble; 1 will deliver him and honour him."-PsALM xci. 15.
DEAR child of God, you must not expect to escape trouble-you must ..
bow to it. It was appointed for you. It is a part of your heritage.
Troubles are Covenant blessings. They may be very bitter indeed, but
they are beneficial. All the saints have been tried. The way to the.
kingdom is lined with tribulation. Each child of God should say
with the dear Redeemer, "The cup which my heavenly Father giveth
me, shall I not drink it 1 "

WONDERFUL TRUTH 1-" ~O MORE!"
WILL God, who transferred our sins to Jesus on the cross, ever
bring them up either to His own or to our remem.brance 1 Never!
"Their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more." All is
forgiven, and all is forgotten. They are gone from His memory, and
that for ever. Oh, what a glorious declaration! Oh, that these
wonderful words may be always soundlng in our ears I-Selected.
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THE LATE REV. GEORGE ALBERT ROGERS.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-I have been a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
nearly forty years, and I was delighted to see in this month's number'
a portrait of the late Rev. G. A. Rogers. I can well remember his
. coming to this town, as curate of St. Mary's Church, during the pet:iod
when the Rev. Dr. Woolen was the Vicar of this parish. I was then a
boy about- twelve years of age, but Mr. R,ogers's first text is fresh in
my memory; 2 Thess. iii. 1. My age now is eighty-two.
I should have written earlier but believed your time was taken up
by the Clifton .conference, which I have occasionally visited. I enclose
a list of books I have of Mr. Rogers's, and I am never tired of reading
any of them.
There were many conversions during Mr. Rogers's
ministry here.
Yours sincerely,
Hy. HAYWARD.
West View, Northfield, Bridgwater, October 22, 1903.

""'

THE WRITER OF "WELL-SPRINGS."

.

<

To the EditO'r of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-I thank you very much for having inserted
the likeness of Miss Ruth Cowell in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Both that
and her sweet letter will be much appreciated. May I trouble you to
send me a November number, to lend and then to keep 1 May you be
"satisfied with favour, and full witp. the blessing of the Lord," and
cheered with His presence and smile.
Yours sincerely,
Clapham, S. W., November, 3, 1903.
EMILY S. PALMER.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the EtJitOl' of the Gospel ~~[agazi1Ie.
DEAR SIR,-We have been enabled to scatter widely during the
past year about three tons weight of Gospel literature, comprising many
thousands of magazines. A steady work has been carried on throughout the year, and much gratitude shown for the literature circulated.
The deep need of the Army and Navy is the pure Gospel. Fresh subscribers are needed to enable us to go forward with the work of supplyi~g Gospel literature to our soldiers and sailors.
May I earnestly
appeal for fresh helpers to aid with money and books 1 We hope
shortly to send off our Christmas parcels, and many in foreign lands
New places are opening where
will eagerly welcome the literature.
the books can be scattered. Friends, pray for us that the Lord will
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bless His Word to His people. "Not by might, nor by power, but
. by My Spirit, saith the Lord."
With many grateful thanks for your kindness,
Yours faithfully,
Campbell Road, Salisbury, November, 1903.
R. E·. BRIDER.

DEAN CLOSE MEMORIAL SCHOOL, CHELTENHAM.
WE feel pleasure in acceding to the request of Lord Wimborne that
his appeal on behalf of the above excellent Evangelical school should
appear in these columns. We avail ourselves of the opportunity to
record a hope that the institution, in which we have long entertained
. confidence, will benefit by the publication. In these times, when both
ROJnan Catholics and Ritualists are only too successfully offering
parents special facilities for the education of their sons, it is all-impqrtant that it should be known there exists a thorougWy efficient
public school, conducted on Evangelical principles, which offers a highclass education at a:Ll unusually moderate cost.
More than 900
successes have been won in various public examinations by pupils of
the Dean Close Memorial School, which is now the largest Evangelical
public school in England. Lord Wimborne writes:To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
Sm,-Will you kindly grant me the hospitality of your columns, in
which to plead urgency for the needs of the Dean Close Memorial
School, Cheltenham, of which I have the honour to be President 1
The school is a distinctly Protestant and E,angelical Institution,
giving -its pupils an excellent public school education, together with
definite Protestant teaching on the Prayer Book, the History of the
Reformation, and the Thirty-nine Articles.
In public examinations, its pupils have been remarkably successful,
and many scholarships at the Universities have been won. It is a
boarding school for two hundred boys, and is quite full. Fresh pupils
are being refused for lack of room. The sons of many Evangelical
clergymen are being educated there, especially for the ministry at
home and abroad, thus meeting one of the greatest needs of the
age, an increase of Evangelical clergymen.
As far as annual expenses are concerned, it is quite self-supporting,
but necessary extensions recently completed created liabilities, £4,500
of which remain unpaid.
One ,donor has munificently offered the sum of £1,000, strictly on
condition that the whole of the £4,500 is contributed before the
close of the present year. Naturally we are most anxious that the
school should benefit by this generous conditional offer, and most
earnestly hope that your readers will contribute generously and immediately towards the needed £3,500.
.
We are working in the cause of Protestant education, the importance of which ca=ot be over-estimated, in view of the fact· that
strenuous efforts are being made for the extension of education AntiProtestant, Ritualistic, and Romish in character.

Th,! Gospel Magazz"ne.
-

This appeal is warmly supported by the Lord Bishop of Durh~lJi, f
the Lord Bishop of Liverpool, Lord Llangattdck, the Deans of Nor:w:lC~ l'
and Peterborough, and many others.
-Will your readers kindly remember that in a few weeks the con- :
ditional offer will be withdrawn, a.nd that all contributions, crossed
"London, City, and Midland Bank, Cheltenham," should be sent to,~
our Honorary Trea~urer, T. E. Rickerby, Esq., 2, Ormond Place,
Cheltenham,
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
VVIMBORNE.
'Wimborne House, Arlington Street, London, S.W.

MISS RUTH COWELL.
(WRITER OF "WELL-SPRINGS" IN THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE.")

.#'

A FEW words to supplement our. portrait sketch of last mol1th'
are, we feel, due to Miss Ruth Cowell, in connection with her loving
labour as the biographer of her fatner-the late Mr. George CowellEditor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and writer for forty-five years of
"Wayside Notes."
The volume, which, as many of our readers remember, was pub1ished in 1895, and comprises nearly 350 pages.;;' It is the sweet and
t{)uching testimony of an affectionate Christian daughter's heart to
the memory of a . loved Christian parent--to his gracious character
and abounding labours in the cause of the precious truth of God. The
life-story of this eminent servant of Christ is told by the author with
an ever-evident desire to exalt the grace of God which was in the elect
vessel rather than the vessel itself-an achievement illustrating in a
very beautiful manner how the Holy Spirit enables those who ,are
the subjects of His indwelling to give to the Lord Jesus pre-eminence
over the nearest and dearest earthly relationships. The narrative is
a rich treasury of spiritual teaching, and will always be valued by
lovers of good men, and by that class of believers in Christ who- delight:
in "the deep things of God." No one but a ripe, tried, and well
established student of the Word of God could have handled the
materials for a life like Mr. Cowell's as his gifted daughter has
done.
The book abounds in interesting references to various emin~nt·
Ministers of the Gospel, contemporaries of Mr. Cowell's, and reckoned
among his most valued friends. Letters, fragrant of the Name and
- - - - - - - - - - - - - ---_._-_.
• The title of the book is " Memorials of a Gracious Life." It may be had, in
cloth binding. at the reduced price of 3s. 6d. (post free), and in stiff boards at
Is. 6d. (post free), if procured direct from Miss Ruth Cowell. 1, Elliston Road,
Redland, Bristol; fro!Il whom alw may be had Mr. Cowell's plecious little
volume, "Portion, Petition, and Praise" (now reduced to 7~d. per copy). What
more suitable gift-book could be selected for Christmas and New Year
presentation?
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Jesus, ~nd breathing the holiest devotion to His Person, are
, " in,terspersed throughout the pages, and numerous extracts· fr~m tIle
. _ puolic addresses and writings of the departed faithful witness give a
l
,. permanent value to the volume.
The Holy Ghost has, we know,
already honoured and used these spiritual records among the scattered
saints, but we could wish that many who have not yet met with Miss
CoweUOs edifying biography of her father might enjoy the benefit oLits
.,'perusal.
THE EDITOR.

~assing

®btnts.

A MONTHLY RECORD.
CONSIDERABLE surprise and sincere regret were experienced in England
last month by an announcement that the German Emperor had undergene an operat¥>n for a polypus in the throat. Medical opinion on
the case since the operation tends to lead to a hopeful view as regards
the future, although, of course, the sad circumstances under which
. both his Imperial Majesty's parents died are not forgotten by the
public. It is sincerely to be hoped that the health of the illustrious
sufferer will be providentially re-established.

a

The efforts of the Archbishop of Canterbury to bring about Conference with a view of formulating some arrangements for the working of the Education Act, satisfactory to Nonconformists, have not
proved successful. A basis on which the two sides might meet could
not be found, and the friction appears likely to continue until a
General Election affords opportunity for a readjustment of political
parties.
The Christian Union, for the severance of the connection of the
British Empire with the opium traffic, has issued a circular to
.the. Press, signed by the Archbishop of Dublin, the Bishop of Durham,
the Bishop of Liverpool, the Bishop of Norwich, Prebendary Fox,
Prebendary Webb-Peploe, Mr. Eugene Stock, and others, calling' atten-'
tion to the grave question of the opium trade. "The Government
of India," it says, "has the monopoly of this 'trade; but the actua.l
responsibility for it belongs to Great Britain. During the last four
years-to go no further back-the opium manufactured by the Government of India, according to official returns, i-epresents the enormous
quantity of 29,145,200 Ibs.; a yearly average of 7,286,300 Ibs. The
best land of India, to the extent of about 600,000 acres, is used by'
the Government for the cultivation of opium .The great bulk of the
opium thus manufactured goes to China, to the great injury of t!l2
people of that country. "Ve believe that this trade is morally indefensible, and that it is incompatible with international goodwill.
It is, we hold, unworthy of a Christian country to obtain revenue by a trade which directly ministers to a degrading vice. In view of tte
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next General Election we unite in a respectful appeal for your 'aid in
bringing before the public of this country facts which show the grave; evils of 'the opium traffic. The help of the British Press at this time
might result in a general determination that a trade so unjust and
dishonourable should no longer be carried on in the name of our'
country. Such action on our part would, we may hope, do much
towards bringing about happier relations between this country and .
the Government and people of China."
The steadily accumulating deficit in the funds of the Church Mission-.
ary Society is causing grave apprehension amongs! the friends of the
venerable Evangelical institution, and at a meeting of the General
Committee held last month, the matter was anxiously discussed. A
possible deficit of £80,000 in March next now confronts the Society.
For ourselves, we have never had confidence in the so-called "policy
of faith." Corporate Christian bodies stand upon ground before God
differing essentially from that occupied by individual believers. The
faith which originated and for sixty years characterised the late Mr.
George Milller's orphan "Work-perhaps one of the most effective objectlessons of personal faith in modern times--<3annot be imitated by ..
societies, and committees. God's promises are made to individual
hearts. It, surely, is time to pause and consider whether a principle pro·
ceeded upon in God's Name is sound and Scriptural when He withholds the means for it~ effective application. Moreover, many of the
best friends of the C.M.S. deplore a growing tendency among the
officials of the Society to encourage fraternization with the S.P.G., a
society which-as may be seen by reference to a tract published by
the Church Association-employs Missionaries of the extremest Sacerdotal opinions, and propagates the Gospel of Sacramentarianism.
May there not be some connection between the drying up of C.M.B.
reSO,lrces and this regrettable tendency?

, ".
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The current number of the Palestine Exploration Fund "Quarterly
Statement" cont~.ins a report of the Society's annual meeting, wh~ch
took place in London some time since. One of the most interestmg
addresses delivered on the occasion was that by Sir Charles Wilson, K.C.B., dealing with the work of excavation being carried on by
In a.pMr. R. A. Stewart Macalister, M.A., on the site of Gezer.
proaching the subject he explained how it is scientifically known that
any particular object discovered in the ruins belongs to some, particular period, as the Aboriginal, the Canaanite, the Jewis':l, 1he
Greek, or the Roman. The law of stratification on which the :~rollud·
work of scientific exploration rests, was lucidly expounded. " The
occupation of a site by a town, or village, is always marked by a
bed, or stratum of rubbish which contains foundations of walls, and
specimens of the weapons, the tools, and the objects connected with
the domestic and religious life of the occupiers. The bed of rubbish
varies in thickness according to the duration of the occupation, or

'.'

>:;,.;~ th~,peri6d that has elapsed since the site was abal\doned.'Wh0tl a si1 e ,

-, ·hasbeen occupied continuously for several ceuturies, and by different'
", ~ :racf;ls, the accumulated rubbish forms a series of beds, or strata, of
,7',: :'~arying thickness, which lie one above the other like the strata of
cf."' s5ldimentary rocks.
As each geological formation has its characteristic
. fossils, so, in the remains of an ancient city, each bed of rubbish contains' something which differentiates it from the two beds between
< "- '.which it lies.
Sometimes certain forms, or objects, survive through
many centuries, and are found in several successive strata; sometimes the action of the sun and rain carries a small object down to
a' stratum to which it does not belong; and sometimes, in sinking
for foundations, the contents of lower strata have been brought to
tIle surface, and again covered up in their false position 'by later
accumulations. These disturbance~, as a rule, can be readily detected,
". and the skilled explorer is able to refer nearly everything he finds to
its proper stratulli, and, consequently, to the period durillg which the
ruboish of that bed was accumulating. The determination of the date
and duration of the period which each bed, or stratum, represents is
- " 'rendered exceptionally difficult in Palestine by the small 'number of
objects found which can be dated with certainty. But within certain
liniits, a trained archreologist is able to read the history of an ancient,
city which he is excavating with very considerable accuracy. The excavations at Gezer have disclosed the stratified debris of seven periods of
occupation. During the first and second periods, which are represented by the two lowest strata, the site was occupied by an aboriginal,
non,-Semitic race, of slight build and small stature~none exceeded
- [) feet 7 inches, and most of them "ere under 5 feet 4, inches. These
people, who, in some respects, resemble the occupants of Europe
during the Neolithic Age, lived in caves, or in Tuder huts of mud
. and stolle, and cremated their dead in a cave specially prepared for
- the purpose."
Sir Charles's valuable address proceeded to trace
the chronological order of the remaining strata, with their sever~l'
yields of pottery and other deposited objects. Specimens of these'
ancient articles were exhibited at the meeting. A peculiar interestattaches to the discoveries at Gezer, as it was one of ,the Cities of, '
Refuge, and a stone was some time since found in the vicinity by
-Monsieur Clermont-Ganneau, bearing marks upon it meaning,' "The"
limits of Gezer." These important investigations~so confirmatory
of the Scripture records, did they require confil'mation~cost consider- .
able expenditure in money, and the Palestine Exploration Fund deserves liberal support. At any time that contributions for the enter- <
prize are entrusted to us we shall be happy to fonvard them to the
Secretary of the Fund, at 38, C'onduit Street, London, W.
"V·
<--.'-

-Many Evangelical missionary societies benefit considerably ,under
the will of the late Miss J ane Blisset, of Freshfield, Stoke, Wilts~
a sister of the Rev. George Blisset, who died on September 21, aged
, I;inety~three.
The grass value of the estate is £32,209 2s. 2d., of
The testatrix bequeathed
which £32,187 15s. 2d. is net personalty.
to her brother, the Rev. George Blisset, the income during his life
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of her residuary estate, and, subject to his interest, £2,000 each to the "
C.P.A.S., the C.M.S., and the Society for Promoting Christianity,_;
among the Jews; £1,000 each to the Colonial and Continental Church
. Society and the South American Missionary Society; £500 each to the Church of England Zenana Society and the Zenana Bible Medical
Mission; £300 each to the Mission to Seamen, Cottage Hospital at
Wells, London Clerical Education Society, London 'Hospital (White--'
chapel Road), Victoria Park Hospital for Diseases of the Chest, and ~he
Mission to the Waldenses (16, Pall Mall).
A meeting on behalf of the South American Missionary Soci~ty was
held in Liverpool last month. Bishop Royston, who presided, said
that not only the missionary cause, but England and its trade, owed,
very much to the noble efforts of the South American Missionary Society.
The records of the- Society, and mission work generally, taught us
that God had opened innumerable doors, and they wanted ,men to go
there and the means to support them in their mission of Christian
love. Bishop Every, who has just returned from South America, said
that the past year had been to him a period of very great blessing. There
~as a wonderful scope for the South American Missionary Society
in civilizing the Indians and evangelising the people of South America.
Dealing with the work of the Society in Chili, Argentina, and Paraguay, the Bishop gave many instances of progress despite the diffi"
culties with which they had to contend, and pointed out that the
Mission sent its Chaplains not-merely to Christianise the heathen, but
to benefit our own countrymen. In every direction Chaplains were
required; training colleges were necessary, schools and other institutions were needed, but the Society was so straitened for funds that it
could not think of opening new Missions. He appealed to them as
English people and Christians to give to the Society that increased
financial support which was so urgently'needed. Bishop Stirling and
the Rev. H. Mahony also spoke.

..,
"

Under the auspices of the Central Y.M.C.A., a Military Convention
was recently held at Exeter Hall, the object being to bring together
the·members of the Soldiers' Christian Association. This, the seventh
of these annual gatherings, was attended by about 550 soldiers, 70
officers, and many .-\nuy Chaplains and Scripture Readers, the visitors
coming from regimental headquarters all over the country. The proceedings commenced with a devotional service, presided over by Lieut.-'·
Colonel R. F. Granville Smith (Coldstream Guards). This was followed
by an address by Bishop 'l'aylor Smith, Chaplain-General. Shortly
after noon a luncheon was given by Sir G. Williams, as Chairman of
the Central Y.M.C.A., in the Large Hall. Brief speeches were made
by Bishop Taylor Smith, Colonel Robinson, Colonel Phayre, Mr. T. A.
Denny, the Rev. Owen Watkins, Colonel Phillips, Prebendary WeboPeploe, and Mr. J. H. Putterill. Alter luncheon there was a CO,ni~rence, presided over by Sir George Williams, at which Reports of the
work were presented by District and Regimental Secretaries.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.'
, By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
THE, lecture on " The Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, and its Friends,"
ill\l;strated by 70 lime-light views, was given last month, at Blackheath, by Mr. C. W. Selway. Dr. WaIter Kidd presided, and addresses
w'8re given by Messrs. W. J. Martin, and E. Wilmshurst.
A large
audience testified their pleasure in listening to the graphic and illustrated history of this venerable Institution, which, after 96 years' work,
is more active and, vigorous than ever.
The autumn Sale of Work, and Service, were held at Hot:nsey Rise
Asylum, on Friday, November 6. The weather was such that a large
number of friends were able to enjoy a stroll in the beautiful grounds
and to visit many of the inmates in their quiet dwellings. The Sate,
kindly organized by the Lady Visitors, resulted in a satisfactory sum
being realised for the Benevolent Fund, for the help of the sick and
, infirm inmates. Upwards of 90 aged ones were guests at the Tea, and
greatly enjoyed intercourse with so many supporters of the Society.
The Asylum Chapel, which is eminently adapted for its purpose, was
crowded in the evening, among those present being, Mr. W. J. Parks
(Treasurer), Messrs. A. Hayles, W. BUl1lstead, J. R Clayton, A. Boulden,
G. Savage, W. J. Martin, and J. Hodges, members of the Board, the
Rev. W. Sinden, and other friends. The Rev. F. Cecil Lovely, RA.,
of Bexley, preached from the words, " "Vho shall separate us from the
love of Christ?" The Sermon was listened to with deep attention, and
the precious truths set forth found an entrance into the hearts of not
a few. 'A collection was taken for the Maintenance Fund.
The year closes with the large number of 1,670 pensiollers and a
pension expenditure at the rate of more than £12,000 per annum.
These pensioners are, as far as possible, visited by Christian friends,
~nd thus receive the Society's help from the hand of Christian sympathy. This mode of work removes formality, and converts what would
otherwise be a mere " allowance" into an expression of hearty interest
on the part of those members "of the household of faith," who have
been favoured in temporal things, with others of the "one family"
_who are poor in this world.
Special Christmas and New Year's appeals have been issued, al!d a
liberal respunse is asked for.

=====
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Sermon Outlines. By the late Rev. HEN{tY STEVEKS, M.A., for thirty-five
'years Vicar of Holy Trinity, Sydenham. London: James Nisbet and
Co. Price 315. 6d.
FULL of precious truth. A friend and hearer of the author writes thus
in the preface :-" Henry Stevens was above all things a preacher, a
minister of the Word; to a strongly marked individuality, 'a keen
intellect, and gifted tongue, there was added in him a deep personal
faith, which made -his minist,ry a living power amongst his people.
To me, as to every member of that great congregation which gathered
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week by week in Holy Trinity Church, his sermons ,;ere not. only
masterpieces of pulpit eloquence, to which it was a dehght to hsten,
but also so original, so closely reasoned, so full pf practical spiritual
teaching, that there was refreshment for all." The following extract.
may give some idea of the contents of this volume :_cc And the fourand-twenty elders, and the four beasts, fell down and worshipped God
that sat on the throne, saying', Amen; Alleluia."_cc This is a chorus."
of praise consisting of but two words. It rises from the redeemed in
heaven. . . . . What is the cause of this outburst of praise 1
Heaven's heart is full at the sight of the overthrow of the mystic
Babylon, and the Church delivered and avenged, and this arch-harlot's
spell over the nations broken. 'Amen,' here means, 'Be it so, 0
Lord.' It signifies acquiescence with God's will. It is as if one
cried, 'So would we have it. This is as it should be. Now the wish
of our hearts is fulfilled.' 'Alleluia' means 'Praise the Lord.' So
that satisfaction advances into acclamation, as ' Amen' is
Acquiesence with God's will is not
succeeded by 'AUeluia.'
enoug~, therefore praise of what God has done follows.
Not o~y_
the mll1d approves, but the heart responds;. not merely the will
assents, but the affections praise.
' Amen' therefore means
oneness with God in will, and 'Alleluia' means oneness with God
in heart.
' Amen' endorses
God's will, 'Alleluia ' praises
Him for it. But why is this song so short, for. it consists but of two.
words 1 It seems at first remarkable that when heaven's heart is
fullest it should say least. And yet this is not remarkable. For in
times of deepest emotion language is impotent. Words seem material,
and to fail to convey that which is spiritual. We feel too much to
speak. Thus our most effectual prayers may be sighs, and groans, and
tears, and desires, and longings, and outgoings of the heart that
cannot find utterance; and our most acceptable praises may be
breathed in the silent awe that does not find a voice. Perhaps the
highest emotions recorded, a depth of power and feeling unparalleled,
is in the words :-' And there was silence in heaven about the space
of half an hour.' For if we connect this fact with what goes before,
it is the silence of unutterable bliss; or if we connect this fact with
what follows after, it is the silence of breathless expectation; but in
either case the silence tells us of emotion, ecstasy, that could find no
expression. 1. First, then, I would fix your attention on this song- of
two words, because they show us the spirit and life of heaven. They
.point out to us whereunto we must attain. They are the expression of
the will and heart of heaven. They eontain a world of thought, and they present to us an ocean of bliss. For heaven consists in the
state of will that cries 'Amen' unto all the dispensations of God's
government, whether of mercy or of justice. 'Amen' is the expression
of the will that is one with the will of God, and harmonises with it
_in all things. And' Amen' gives birth to 'Alleluia.' We approve of
w.hat God does, and therefore we say' Amen.' We see it to be wise
and good, and therefore we cry also' Alleluia.'
. Now, this
is the perfection to which God is leading us, the goal to whieh we run;
and· which each one of us shall finally reach, and reaching which we
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shall find ourselves in heaven. How far are we ot! -from it 1 Do we ,
find it hardest to cry , Amen,' or is our ' Alleluia' faintest and most
seldom 1 Some of us find it hardest to say 'Amen.' 'Amen' when
the L9rd chastens; 'Amen" in time of loss; or when in pain and
sUffering j 'Amen' during daily trial of evil temper or disposition;
, Amen' while in the state in life to which God calls you. You can,
you think, much better sing' Alleluia ' than say' Amen.' You imagine
thltt prosperity is much more suited to you than adversity. But mark!
, .Amen' comes first, 'Alleluia,' follows after. There must be acquiescence with God's will before there can be praise for what God does.
Others, however, seem most deficient in 'Alleluia , gloomy Christians, afraid to enjoy the sunshine when it cheers. Theyact
as if God were jealous of their happiness. They have need that the Spirit
of God should cry, 'Rejoice in the Lord,' 'Rejoice in the Lord alway,
and again I say rejoice' ; 'rejoice evermore'; 'as sorrmvful, yet alway
rejoicing.' God calls you not merely to say ( .Amen,' but 'Alleluia.'
Can you, do you, cry , Amen' to God's dispensations to you, though
they be painful; to God's dispensations to His Church, though they
be mysterious; , Amen,' too, in sight of that portion of infinite revelation of God's mind and will that lies within thehorizoll of your eye-then
I charge you that your' Alleluia ' be as loud as your' Amen.' Let them
soar and sing together. For this state of mind let us plead and trust,
and watch, and live. To see God in everything, and therefore to say
, Amen' to everything. Let us be sure that not a sparrow falls to
the ground without our Father; that the very hairs of our head are
all numbered. That in all these chequered family histories of ours,
with these trials and separations, and disappointments, and in these
daily histories of weak and ailing bodies, and these bereavements, God
is active, intelligently determining. Dark, very dark, it is true, 1nay
be the dispensation, and to dwell on it is like looking out at night
upon a stormy sea, vast, heaving, terrifying, past our finding out,
infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible, yet all under la,,; each
wave moving under the direction and restraint of la,,; all moving
within the bounds of God's will and purpose. God the origin, and the
Governor, and the end of all. 2. And then even if our ' A.mens' are
broken, and our 'Alleluias' falter, let us not despair, for Christ is
our perfect ' Amen,' and we are accepted in Him. Cries the Lord to
the Churches, 'These things says the Amen, the faithful and true
Witness.' "Vhere in Isaiah God calls Himself the God of Truth, t..l-te
margin reads, the' God of Amen.' Where our ' Amens' fail, Christ's
intercession atones for them; and He kno"s ho" hat'd it is sometimes
for us to say' Amen,' since He Himself once cried, 'If it be possible,
let this cup pass from Me.' So that He is touched "ith the feeling of.
our infirmities; and He who teaches all,d spells o,er our ' Amens' to us
in our daily hfe, knows it will not be till we reach heaven that our
, Amens' will be perfect, a~d our ' Alleluias' too."
.
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