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OUR GOD.
" This God is OUt God tot evet and evet,. He will be OUt guide
even unto death."-PSALM XLVIII. 14.

THOMAS BROOKS, a worthy Puritan, makes this pithy and true
remark on the believer's inheritance in his GOD: "Every believer
hath a whole GOD, wholly, he hath all GOD, for his pori:ion. GOD
is not a believer's portion in a limited sense, nor in a comparative
sense, but in an absolute sense; GOD Himself is theirs, He is
wholly theirs, He is only theirs, He is always theirs." This,
surely, is the "inheritance" which is said to be "reserved in
heaven" for all who, according to abundant mercy, are begotten
again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of JESUS CHRIST
from the dead. Heaven itself had been indeed a glorious inheritance, but heaven is only the habitation of Him Who is His people's
portion. It is His own ineffable presence there which makes it
to be heaven. "Whom have I in heaven but Thee 1 " adoringly
exclaimed the Psalmist when he contemplated the unsearchable
riches of his soul's salvation. GOD in CHRIST is the all-attraction
of the redeemed host on high. As one of Zion's sweet singers
has taught us :CHRIST is the centre of worship in heaven,
CHRIST the Rejected One here amongst men;
None other Name of salvation is given;
Sound it, believers, again and again.
45
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CHRIST is the Sacrifice, CHRIST is the Altar,
CHRIST is the Mercy-seat, sprinkled with blood;
Come, all ye humble ones, fear not, nor falter,
CHRIST is our Peace in the presence of GOD.
CHRIST is the Victim divinely appointed,
Spotless, accepted, attested by fire;
CHRIST our MELCHISEDEC, robed and anointed,
Royal and priestly His seamless attire.
One only Sacrifice, one only Altar,
One only Mercy-seat GOD doth allow,
Dream not, 0 man, His decretal to alter,
Sealed with the blood of the Holiest now.
One only offering GOD hath appointed:
Stretching His hand He withheld not the knife;
One only Priest He hath called and anointed,
JESUS, the Way, and the Truth, and the Life.

"CHRIST is all,"-all the fulness of the GODHEAD dwells in Him.
Hence, the inheritance of the saints in light is eternal, incorruptible,
undefiled, and unfading! Earthly inheritances, we all know,
are sometimes defiled in the manner of their being possessed;
and they are but transitory at the best. They often change hands
and pass from the families of their original owners. Not so the
lot of the righteous, for it is held by a Covenant title which nothing
throughout all creation can challenge, neither can the estate itself
ever be forfeited, alienated, se~ed, or wasted.
The sonship of GOD'S children is no mortal, mutable relationship.
It will endure throughout" the ages of the ages," and with the
sonship the heirship also. "The SPIRIT itself beareth witness
with our spirit, that we are the children of GOD; and if children
then heirs; heirs of GOD, and joint-heirs with CHRIST; if so be
that we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together."
The" treasure in heaven," belonging to sin-forgiven, blood-washed
believers in the LORD JESUS CHRIST differs infinitely from the
wealth of this world, for no rust nor moth can corrupt that Divine
possession, nor can thief break through and steal it. "I will
be their GOD," is the inexorable purpose of the Three-One JEHOVAH
concerning His chosen ones. Their" GOD"! This declaration
includes eternal good. " There shall no evil happen to the just,"
is the necessary result of this Covenant decree of the MOST
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HIGH. All things are made to "work together for good
to them that love GOD, to them who are the called according to
His purpose." The bitterest experiences of His people are covered
by this Scripture, and all affiictions "work together" - along
with their opposites-for the real prosperity of GOD'S suffering
saints. "Our GOD" has at His command all events and issues:
not even a sparrow can fall to the ground without our heavenly
FATHER'S h.'"1lowledge and superintendence, as the LORD JESUS
has taught as. His tender mercy is over all His works, as they
concern the feeblest and neediest member of His beloved family.
How blessed is this truth; how sweetly it distils on our troubled
hearts in seasons of sorrow, distress, and woe! And, indeed, it
was designed for this very. purpose in the counsels of eternity,
when the truths of salvation were set in order, and made
interdependent upon each other, for the glory of JEHOVAH, and
the salvation of His dear Church. The practical application of
this verity of the infinite mindfulness of our heavenly FATHER
for His redeemed people and of their security in the keeping of
His power has been illustrated by a saying once uttered by a
Christian sailor. Having been asked why he remained so calm
in a terrible storm, when the sea seemed ready to devour the ship,
he replied that although he was not sure he could swim, and that
he might sink, he would then only drop into the hollow of his
FATHER'S hand, for He held all the waters there! The believer
in the LORD JESUS CHRIST can calmly repose in his GOD though
the waters of life roar and be troubled, though the mountains
shake with the swelling thereof. He can rest his head and his
heart in the lap of his GOD'S paternal providence, assured by the
SPIRIT and the Word that neither man nor devil can touch him
there! By faith, the tempest-tossed child of GOD knows that
in the vessel with him is One Who-though He seem for a little
while to slumber-has the winds and billows at His sovereign
command, and will not fail at the supreme moment of the storm to
issue His omnipotent fiat-" Peace; be still!" And when the
black clouds are dissipated by His word - a great calm ensues.
What then 1
" When we in darkness walk,
Nor feel the heavenly flame,
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Then is the time to trust' our GOD,'
And rest upon His Name.
" Soon shall our doubts and fears
Subside at His control;
His loving-kindness shall break through
The midnight of the soul.
" Wait till the shadows flee;
Wait thy appointed hour,
Wait till the BRIDEGROOM'of thy soul
Reveals His sovereign power.
" Tarry His leisure, then,
Although He seem to stay,
A moment's intercourse with Him
Thy grief will overpay.
" Blest is the man, 0 GOD,
That stays himself on Thee!
Who waits for Thy salvation, LORD,
Shall Thy salvation see! "

So sang beloved TOPLADY when grace enabled him to take
down his harp from the willows, and tune each string to the praise
of Love Divine. Oh, brethren in tribulation and conflict, let
us also-at our worst times-seek favour from above to realise
that" our GOD" awaits to be gracious and to be " a very present
help" unto us. "He delighteth in mercy," He is "plenteous
is mercy." We indeed need it all. How blessed the combinationHis mercy abundant, our necessities very great and very many!
" JESUS, Thou needest me,
E'en me, Thou Light Divine! "
Yes, verily, "Deep calleth unto deep." The all-fulness of
eternally designed to satisfy the emptiness of His Church.

CHRIST was

" Thy fulness needs my want,
Thy wealth my poverty;
Thy healing skill my sickness needs,
Thy joy my misery.
" Thy strength my weakness needs
Thy grace my worthlessness;
Thy greatness needs a worm like me
To cherish and to bless.
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" This evil, froward soul
Needeth a love like Thine;
A love like Thine, 0 loving CHRIST,
Needeth a soul like mine.
" Thy fulness, SON of GOD,
Thus needy maketh Thee;
Thy glory, 0 Thou glorious ONE,
Seeketh its rest in me.
" It was Thy need of me

That brought Thee from above;
It is my need of Thee, 0 LORD,
That draws me to Thy love."
On earth, believers derive and receive their supplies by faith from
CHRIST. He finds their necessities a suitable sphere in which
to display His sufficiency; but hereafter, with vastly enlarged
capacities-not of needs-they shall enter into Him, to be His
" fulness " (Ephes. i. 23). Now they are, as it were, His corporate
emptiness. Then shall they be His fulness, or complement. The
Head and the members of the Body shall interdwell one another,
and all shall be satisfied with infinite satisfaction! The eternal
counsel of JEHOVAH is the complete subjugation in His Body,
the Church, of every trace of imperfection and incompleteness.
"And when all things shall be subdued unto Him, then shall
the SON also Himself be subject unto Him that put all things
under Him," that GOD may be all in all. What an eternal
destiny of bliss is this !--God Himself all-GoD Himself in all!
Then, as never possible on earth, will "this GOD be our
GOD! "
For this ineffable consummation are all the chosen, redeemed,
and called people of GOD waiting, in the confidence of assured
hope. The oath, Covenant, and promise of the Three-One
J EHOVAH certify the anticipation of their hearts, and will abundantly
justify it at the second Coming of their REDEEMER and LORD.
" And it shall be said in that day, La, this is our GOD; we have
waited for Him, and He will save us; this is the LORD; we have
waited for Him, we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation."
THE EDITOR.
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UNTO THE END.
" And, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
Amen."-MATT. XXVIII. 20.

THIS precious promise, pronounced by the Lord Jesus Christ to His
disciples shortly before He visibly left them to sit down at the
right hand of His Father on high, is still in full force, and it
possesses peculiar meaning, dear brethren, as we approach the
close of one more year of our Zionward pilgrimage. Multiplied
years bring with them many reflections-some grave, others
glad. We mourn over neglected opportunities, marred service,
wayward footsteps, sinful frailties, evil propensities, worldly
mindedness, ingratitude towards the Father of Mercies, a thousand
phases of unbelief, and transgressions bey,ond number. Only
the peace-speaking blood of the Lamb, sprinkled by the Spirit
on our accusing hearts, can cleanse our guilty consciences. But
that it does in the case of every sorrowing child of God. The
Word of grace records the unalterable truth, "If we confess our
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness." And again, "I will be merciful
to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will
I remember no more." Our ever-faithful High Priest is "with"
us at all times, but we especially realise His gracious presence
when a touch of His Shepherd-hand ministers restoring mercy
to our troubled souls. "Be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven
thee" is an assurance of His lips as sweet to the most advanced
believer as to the Spirit-led sinner who comes for the first time,
weary and heavy laden, to the Redeemer's feet. "God be merciful
to me, a sinner," is a petition which well becomes the justified
people of God day by day, "even unto the end." For, surely,
if God's" mercy endureth for ever," it is always in season to be
pleaded. It is noteworthy that the three Epistles addressed by
the God-inspired Apostle Paul to Timothy and Titus all pray for
"mercy" on their behal£-" Grace, mercy, and peace from God
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the Father." Both those holy servants of the Lord Jesus Christ,
men full of the Holy Ghost and faith, stood debtors to mercy!
The fact that a Mercy-seat represents the Throne of God, is further
evidence that His Church continually needs the dispensation
of mercy, An additional fact is that one of the most distinctive
characteristics of the Priesthood of Christ is that He is "a
merciful" as well as faithful" High Priest in things pertaining
to God." That Priesthood of compassion and tender mercy
exactly meets the ever-recurring needs of "the household of
faith." The normal condition and attitude of "those who are
sa,llctified by God the Father, and preserved in Christ Jesus, and
called" (Jude 1), is set out in the exhortation, "Keep yourselves
in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ
unto eternal life" (Jude 21). God's people are in Scripture said
to obtain mercy (I Tim. i. 16); to find mercy (Hos. xiv. 3); to
trust in mercy (Ps. xiii. 5); to hope in mercy (Ps. cxlvii. 11) ;
to rejoice in mercy (Ps. xxxi. 7); to sing of mercy (Ps. ci. 1, lix. 16) ;
to receive mercy (2 Cor. iv. I).
Multiplied years also bring with them a harvest of gladness to
those who are debtors to the exceeding mercy of God, and own it to
God's praise. A devout review of the years of the right hand of the
Most High is an exercise of soul especially fruitful in adoration
of His faithfulness and love. Oh, did we give ourselves, .dear
friends, more frequently to this devotional occupation, surely
our lives would be found in close conformity to that of the Psalmist
when he declared" His praise shall continually be in my mouth."
As we look back on the now almost ended year 1906, what countless
remembrances of mercies received crowd into the mind! And
one is lost in wonder, and challenges the soul for limitless gratitude.
" For mercies countless as the sands
Which daily I receive
At Jesus my Redeemer's hands,
My soul, what canst thou give ~ "
Perhaps, the greatest of all those mercies has been the presence
of our all-loving Lord, in accordance with His precious promise,
"Lo, I am with you alway, even to the end...." In many an hour,
darkened by sorrow, affliction, and distress, He· bore us
companionship, and ministered consolation and cheer to our
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wounded spirits. In seasons of painful perplexity He gave us counsel
and wisdom, and delivered us out of the hands of Satan and
evil men. When flesh and blood failed us, His sacred presence
proved to be our all-sufficient strength, and we came off "more
than conquerors" in Him. As His jewels, we have been jealously
watched over by His unsleeping eye, day and night, and shall
be, dear fellow-believers, "unto the end." His Church is "ever
before" Him. Her name is written on the palms of His hands;
she is precious to Him as His life-blood; yes, more precious,
for He freely poured out His atoning, redeeming, cleansing blood
that "He might present her to Himself a glorious Church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that she should
be holy and without blemish."
" Oh, yes! Christ loves the Church,
His glory is to bless;
He cannot love her more,
Nor will He love her less;
In His sight fair, cleansed by His Word,
A bride adorned for her Lord."
He is at her right hand every step of the way to the heavenly
Jerusalem. "To the end of the world-Amen." He has pledged
Himself to be "with" each of His redeemed ones in particular.
He is with the solitary ones of His flock equally with the large
assemblies of His saints. Enpch of old "walked with God"
in the midst of an ungodly, blaspheming, persecuting peopleand that for three hundred years. His soul was in holy agreement
with One Who to the world was invisible. "By faith" he thus
walked, and" before his translation he had this testimony, that he
pleased God." That Divine "testimony" was a sacred secret known
only to himself. He possessed "the answer of a good conscience
toward God."
And a like blessing and privilege are the
birthright of every child of God, for the God of Enoch is the same
living God in Whom every believing reader of these lines puts
his humble trust as enabled by the holy indwelling Spirit. "Lo,
I am with you alway " is the Divine warrant on which faith builds
her hope for days to come-whether they come laden with cloud
or bring cloudless sunshine. He will surely keep His word, fulfil His
promise, and bring to pass the loving purposes of His heart.
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Thus, in the chastened spirit of dear Augustus Montague
Toplady's sweet lines, each blood-bought pilgrim is warranted to
sing as he journeys onward and homeward;" When languor and disease invade
This trembling house of clay,
'Tis sweet to look beyond out cage,
And long to flyaway.
" Sweet to look back and see my name
In life's fair book set down;
Sweet to look forward and behold
Eternal joys my own.
" Sweet to reflect how grace Divine
My sins on Jesus laid;
Sweet to remember that His blood
My debt of sufferings paid.
" Sweet on His righteousness to stand,
Which saves from second death;
Sweet to experience day by day,
His Spirit's quick'ning breath.
" Sweet on His faithfulness to rest,
Whose love can never end ;
Sweet on His Covenant of grace,
For all things to depend.
" Sweet in the confidence of faith,
To trust His firm decrees;
Sweet to lie passive in His hands,
And know no will but His.
" If such the views which grace unfold::>,
Weak as it is below,
What raptures must the Church above
In J esu's presence know!
" If such the sweetness of the stream,
What must the fountain be,
Where saints and angels draw their bliss
Immediately from Thee!

" Oh, may the unction of these truths,
For ever with me stay;
Till from her sinful cage dismiss'd
My spirit flies away."

Clifton.

J. O.
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WELL-SPRINGS.

" Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the Lord."-Ps. cvii. 43.
h is necessary to the opening-up of our text to look through the
precious Psalm before us, evidently (according to verse 32) composed
to be sung at some public religious service, and probably some national
deliverance. It opens with praise-it speaks of God's mercy-and it
enjoins upon the" redeemed of the Lord to say so." It is a: Psalm for
all people and under all conditions. It includes the pilgrim; the
needy one; the prisoner; the nigh unto death; the voyager, and the
husbandman, and all finding just cause to give thanks unto the Lord,
and declare His goodness.
The writer, whoever he was, was under deep impressions and exalted
views of the mercies of Jehovah, and evidently saw but sparse return
in the gratitude of His children, as he sighs forth, "Oh! that men
would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works
to the children of men." And this prayer occurs four times throughout
the Psalm (vv. 8, 15, 21, 31) after a rehearsing of the marvellous
deliverances and multiplied mercies of their God. It was the writer's
privilege to know and be built up in earlier years in the Lord under
the gracious ministry of the late Rev. Francis Hoare; and it was a
saying of his which abides in her memory-after a season of sanctified
affiiction, into which the Lord called him-" May God preserve us
from the curse of an ungrateful heart."
For who have such cause to be ever seeking to praise Him; yea,
to have even a song given in the night of affiiction; and to be kept
remembering" the former years of the Most High," even when this their
infirmity bows them down in darkness and distress? Sure am I that
when the Lord sends affliction to His children the cause is in themselves.
The Father's hand must often hold the rod and send the chastening,
but mercy is in it all, so may we be diligent under the "present"
affliction, under the "weariness" to search our hearts and consider
our ways, and return unto the Lord.
There are some wonderful eontrasts in this Psalm, and it would be
profitable to enlarge upon the subject in the meditation of our own
chambers. It sets in so marked contradistinction man's doings against
the Lord's doings, which are ever marvellous in the eyes of His
children. Thus (vv. 4 and 7) "They wandered in the wilderness
in a solitary way." "He led them forth by a right way." Take
verses 5 and 9-" Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them."
" He satisfieth the longing soul." Again," Such as sit in darkness,"
" He brought out of darkness" (vv. 10 and 14). "Bound in affliction" ;
" He hath broken the gates of brass and cut the bars of iron in sunder"
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The" afflicted" (v. 17) " He healed" (v. 20). ThOse
" near unto the gates of death" "He delivered from their destructions" (vv. 18 and 20). And when in the storm" they reel to and
fro and stagger like a drunken man and are at their wits' end," " He
maketh the storm a calm" (vv. 27 and 29). Now, for all these
things do not our hearts go out with the Psalmist, and cry, "Oh!
that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful
works to the children of men" 1 God is above His providences. The
Giver comes with the gift, and the blessing is the Blesser even Himself.
Israel is guarded, guided, led, and fed by Israel's Shepherd, Who" fed
them according to the integrity of His heart; and guided them by
the skilfulness of His hands."
All this shall " the righteous see, and rejoice, and all iniquity shall
stop her mouth." The worldling may have his portion now. The
child of God-like Patience in Bunyan's inimitable allegory, "is content
to wait for it." "The latter end" of all His children will be as Job's,
" more blessed than the beginning." Moses sang, " Oh, that they were
wise, that they understood this, that they would consider their latter
end"! And our text says, "Whoso is wise, and will observe these things,
even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the Lord." There
is an individuality here. Whoso. The righteous, that little remnant
amongst all the nations; the handful of corn; the few berries in
the topmost branches; the little one among a thousand, and the two
among ten thousand! These are they, made wise in the mysteries
of the Kingdom. "None of the wicked shall understand, but the wise
shall understand." "They that understand among the people shall
instruct many." Whence are they wise 1 Whence comes their
understanding 1 The words of Jesus answer our enquiry-" I thank
Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.
Even so, Father; for so it seemed good in Thy sight." They may be
fools in the eyes of the world and in their own eyes. Fools, as Jesus
said, "shortsighted and slow of heart to believe," and yet made wise
and to understand by that patient Teacher, so that one and all in His
school-according to their spiritual capacity-be they "fathers,"
" young men," or " little children"; very simple it may be in their
knowledge, or deeply taught in the mysteries of the Kingdom, they
shall "not err therein." "Be thou instructed of /,{ e, 0 Jerusalem,
lest My soul depart (margin, be disjointed or loosed) from thee."
Now these are they graciously tended and taught and made wise,
who" observe these things." The subject-matter of our Psalm, even
the marvellous lovingkindnesses and tender mercies of the Lord-it is
one catena of providences, deliverances, mercies, forgivenesses,
"though we have rebelled against Him"! May grace so keep us,
that our hearts be much and much more occupied in observing these
things. The word is weighty and of significance. "Hast thou observed
or considered my servant Job 1 " asked Jehovah of the great enemy
of souls. We know how intently Satan in open display or secret
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lurking is ever watching for his prey. " We are not ignora.nt of his
devices." But as grace-saved sinners, may we be kept observing,
considering, looking intently, seeing into more and more of the lovingl.'indness of the Lord in all His ways and works to the children of men.
It is something more than just to speak of Him; to know He has
saved us. It is to feel our gratitude for His wonderful goodness. It
is to feel ourselves moved in adoration and praise. It is to see the
tears overflowing our eyes and melting our stony hearts, and like the
bride to know our blackness and vileness, "because the Sun hath
looked upon me."
It is When we are treading our high places in Christ Jesus, and faith
is in lively exercise, and the graces of the Holy Ghost are renewing tue
spirit of our mind, that we talk of Him we love with adoring gratitude,
and rehearse His goodness; recount His mercies, and watch His
hand; wait the moving of His sceptre, and see the unfolding of His
purpose~making plain what may have been mysterious in our
experience. "Who is wise and he shall understand these things?
prudent, and he shall know them ~ for the ways of the Lord are right,
and the just shall walk in them."
Yes! "Whoso is wise" (simplicity itself in us, but wisdom in our
Living Head-Jehovah's Servant) "and will observe these things,"
spoken of in our Psalm, experienced in the chequered path of everyone
of Zion's sons and daughters-" even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the Lord." Recall thy past deliverances, dear child of
God, thine Ebenezers, and thy Valley of Achor tinles. As one has
truly said, "It is a great proof of Divine faith to believe God's
assertions in spite of inward dark.lleSS; in spite of strong corruptions;
and in spite of Satan's temptations."
.
There. have been
" Past deliverances vouchsafed thee,
Thon hast not been left in trouble to sink."

And the past deliverances-spots made memorable to thee by thy
God-speak yet of mercies to come; His presence with you even unto
the end, and His command, as to Israel of old, is " go forward."
" Israel art thou sorely tried,
Art thou pressed on every side?
Does it seem as if no power
Could relieve thee.in this hour?
·Wherefore art thon thus dishea\tened,
Is the arm that saves thee shortened?
"Forward go, and thon shal see
Wonders wrought and wrought for thee.
Safe thyself on yonder shore,
Tbou shalt see thy foes no more.
Thine to tell the Sa~{ionr's glory,
Thine to tell the wondrous story! "

Beloved reader, may we be occupied with that blessed theme and
singing to the glory of our redeeming, delivering God now, so that,
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observing these things, we may know much of the lovingkindness of
the Lord.
"Wha,t shall we say to the.ge things? If God be for us, who can
be against us?" And may the reflection of another twelve months'

mercies, countless as they are, encourage us to enter into
the days of another unfolding year, which, as in the past, true to His
Word, all the days He will crown with His goodness. Seek grace to
"observe these things," beloved reader, and thou shalt understand
also the lovingkindness of thy Lord.

R.
"WHERE

HAST

THOU

GLEANED

TO-DAY?"

UNSHOD-SHOD.
ONE of the speakers at the recent Clifton Conference made allusion
to the command given to Moses and to Joshua, "Put off thy shoes
from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground,"
and the command of the father of the returned prodigal, "Put shoes
on his feet." It may be profitable to dwell somewhat upon these. Itcan
never be well for us to lose profound reverence in approaching a
righteous J ehovah, and we think Heb. xii. 28, 29 enjoins this.
"Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us
have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence
and godly fear: for our God is a consuming fire." Remembering,
as the Rev. F. S. Webster, of London, taught us, that the bramble of
our nature that was cursed in Gen. iii. for the sin of men became holy
ground in Ex. iii., because Jehovah dwelt in our nature to make us
holv. He dwells in us and we in Him. It strikes us that the two
dispensations are here marked out; the Mosaic "Put off" and the
Gospel" Put on," though the saints of the Old Testament were taught
after they had "put off" to "put on"; as the sweet passage in
Canticles declares, "How beautiful are thy feet with shoes, 0 prince's
daughter"! She was shod with the preparation of the Gospel of
Peace, being the offspring of the Prince of Peace.
But then we come to the prodigal returned to his father, reconciled,
welcomed with delight, and feasted upon the fatted calf-the type of
atonement and the emblem of the Covenant; he, standing in his
father's house, must not be unshod as a slave, but he must have a
firm footing as an accepted child, and stand before him as restored
to all the privileges of a son, no longer unshod, but "shod with
sandals," to serve not with the spirit of a slave, but endued with the
spirit of the son; to serve in the newness of the son, but not in the
oldness of the letter.
" We would no longer lie
Like slaves beneath the throne',
My faith shall Abba, Father, cry,
And Thou the kindred own ! "
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Oh, for the spirit of adoption, and to realize that we are shod!
But what are the" shoes" ?
" Thy shoes shall be iron and brass"; "and, As thy days, so shall
thy strength be." The beautiful shoes are not for the trying way;
no child of our Father is allowed to go to heaven in silver slippers;
they are only for the banquet chamber.
You do not expect to be always resting and feasting in the Father's
household down here. There will be going forth to serve Him, and
encountering the damps and fogs, in what Mr. Bradbury called these
lowlands, that will need hobnailed shoes to stand the rough roads; and
brass shoes tell of the furnace of affliction. As brass can stand the fire
no child of our Father is ever exempted from it. The prodigal, having
been lost himself, would be used to seek the lost sheep of his father's
household. He would be willing to serve in any way that was pointed
out.
"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace." The feet be.autiful
thus would not be unshod, but shod with the preparation of the Gospel
of Peace, but they would wear shoes adapted to every occasion of
service. Our Father, "rich unto all that call upon Him," will not
send His own son that serveth Him at his own charges, but will
provide sandals, suitable shoes to tread the mountains or the valleys.
How beautiful are their feet! It is confirmed by three witnessesIsaiah, Nahum, and Paul in Romans.
Let us covet earnestly this gift to publish good tidings to at least
one sinner.
,.,
"Take my feet, and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee."
MARY.

BEHOLD this world is withered in itself, yet flourisheth in our hearts:
everywhere death, everywhere grief, everywhere desolation. On
every side we are smitten, on every side filled with bitterness. It
flieth, and we follow it; it falleth, yet we stick to it. And because
we cannot enjoy it falling, we fall with it, and enjoy it fallen.-Francis
Quarles.
THERE was often contention for wells between the servants of
Abimelech and the servants of Isaac. These digged them, and the
others stopped them up. Contend, 0 believers, for this your well of
free grace. Suffer no Egyptians or Philistines. to stop it by casting in
the earth, or stones, or rubbish of free will, of any wisdom, work, or
worth of the creature. As earth cast into a spring defileth it, so by
everything of the creature mingled with the waters of this fountain
they lose their clearness, their sweetness, their virtue.-Peter Sterry,
1675.
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"THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS."-No. VI.
By FRANCIS ROBERTS, M.A., 1657 A.D.-Edited by
the REV. J. E. WALKER, M.A.

(Oontintted from page 661.)
"THE Lord God alone," continues our author, ." Who is infinitely
and tillsearchably wise, could contrive and devise this Covenant of
grace and faith. It is evident that, after God had revealed this
Covenant in many degrees under the Old Testa-ment, yet angels them.selves did not so fully understand it until the times of the New
Testament (Eph. iii. 10). And the mysteries of grace are such abstruse
things that they still desire to look into them, as Peter the Apostle
declares (1 Peter i. 12). Now, though God was the Author of the
Covenant of Works and of the C.ovenant of Grace, yet He was so in a
far different sense. In that-the Covenant of Works-He was a loving
and well-pleased Creator, dealing immediately, and without a mediator,
with His perfect'and upright creature; but in the Covenant of Grace
He becomes a most gracious and merciful God of redemption, dealing
mediately in and by the Mediator and Redeemer, Jesus Christ. So
the Covenant of Works is deservedly styled F(Jjdus Amiciti(Jj, a Covenant
of friendship; but the Covenant of Grace, F(Jjdus Reconciliationis, a
Covenant of reconciliation, because man was at enmity through the
Fall, and must be brought into reconcilement and friendship by atonement and grace. And the moving cause of this was in God Himself.
The mere riches of His free grace and compassion moved Him thereto.
Hence the Spirit of God declares the rise and ground of this Covenant
of Grace to have been the bowels of mercy of our God (Compare St.
John i. 72-79, with Rom. iv. 1-17).
This Covenant God made in eternity with Christ, His sole-begotten
Son, and in Him with all His spiritual seed. Hence Christ, the Lord
from heaven, is called" the Second Man," not as though actually
the second of mankind, but federally as the Root and Representative
of His spiritual posterity, as the first Adam was of his natural
posterity. And He is called "the Last Adam," because there is
no other Covenant of salvation than that which He sealed with
His Blood, as the Mediator of the Everlasting Covenant (Heb. xii. 24,
xiii. 20). There can be no after-revelation of mercy succeeding upon
the new Testament of Grace.
"Now," eontinues our gracious author, "who are this spiritual
seed of Christ? All those whom the Father hath given Him by His
decree of eternal election, even all His sheep, for whom He, t.he Good
Shepherd, laid down His life; all those who hear the Shepherd's voice,
and believe in Hin;l, whether they be Jews or Gentiles. These alone
are Christ's spiritual seed, and that by decree, being chosen in Him:
by redemption and justification in the merit of His death and
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resurrection: by regeneration through the quickening Spirit and the
Word of grace." Thus they are counted to Him (as the great Psalm
of the Passion sings, xxii. 30*) "for a generation, a seed, who shall
serve Him."
Of these, the sheep of Jesus Christ, our author sweetly says: "God's
fatherly love, all the acts and testification thereof, are peculiar to
God's own people. Remember me, 0 Lord (saith David) with the
favour (or favourable acceptance) of Thy people: that is, with the
special love and free favour wherewith God embraceth the election
alone. Therefore" (he solemnly adds, denying the modern heresy of
"the universal Fatherhood of God") "God's Covenant and promise
cannot belong to such as are without the bounds of God's peculiar,
fatherly love." To those who are called, quickened, and sanctified
according to God's eternal purpose of grace in Jesus Christ, he adds,
belong "the exceeding great and precious promises," for these are
Abraham's seed, being in Christ, and yet more truly they are Christ's
own spiritual seed by meritorious and efficacious grace, and made heirs
according to promise (Is. liii. 10, ll; Psalm cx. 3; 2 Peter i. 4 ; Gal.
iii. 22; Heb. ix. 15). "This Covenant of grace and faith," says our
author, "and all its promises, can be ours only in Christ, as St. Paul
testifies in Gal. iii. 17." And he asks: "How was the Covenant
confirmed in Christ ~ Diverse ways, as Parceus well expounds it-in
that it should be confirmed by the death of Christ, as the Testator: in
that the blessings promised to Abraham and his seed could not be
obtained without the merit of Christ's death intervening, by reason
that God's justice admits not of a Covenant of Grace with sinners
without satisfaction made first for sin: in that the benefits promisedjustification, adoption, sanctification, eternal life as their inheritanceshould not be given to Abraham and his seed but through faith in
Christ," then to be revealed in time to come as God Incarnate, Jesus
Immanuel, the Mediator, Victim, and Redeemer; but now in the
Gospel manifested and revealed. And he then proceeds: "All God's
promises are in Christ Yea and Amen, not yea and nay, but always
true. Now, the promises are testimonies of fatherly love, and God is
not a gracious Father to us save in Christ, ·in Whom-the chief centre
of them all-the promises are accomplished. They are also established
by His Blood and Passion, Christ, the Testator, so confirming them as
His own bequest in His last Will and Testament." And then he
refers to the inspired words in Gal. iii. 17, that have caused so much
controversy, explaining them rightly as said and spoken of Christ and
His seed, the Divine Head and the mystical Body.t "The Covenant,
., It is too seldom known that this Psalm ends, as it begins, with one of the
sayings from the Cross. The cry of desertion in the first verse.gives glorious
place to the voice of infinite consolation. For the" it" is not in the inspired
Hebrew. "He hath done" is the very Word. "It is finished. "-Ps. xxii. 31 ;
St. John xix. 30.
t Dean Alford has some admirable words in his Greek Testament on the
true interpretation of this confessedly difficult p&ssage.
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made with Abrahain, tends to Christ, * and leads to Christ alone, in
Whom the spiritual seed of Abraham should be gathered into one,
both out of Jews and Gentiles." So all the elect, broken and scattered
by the Fall, are in Christ, the Last Adam, gathered together, the
Covenant of Grace being made with Christ for them (Eph. i. 10; Gal.
iii. 28). Yea, such is this union of mystical oneness, that Christ's
Church and Body mystical is called" Christ" in 1 Cor. xii. 12: "So
also is Christ"; that is Christ mystical, not Christ personal. "Thus,
when God made this Covenant of Grace with His people, He looked
upon them all as one in Christ," in His eternal purpose of election, and
in His actual and efficacious grace and power He fulfilled His purpose
by quickening them and by their effectual vocation in the time of love
and visitation (Psalm ell. 13).
Our author does not omit the awful antithesis, suggested by the
Divine words in Gen. iii. 15: Christ, the Mediator of the Everlasting
Covenant, revealed in those dim, far-off days of the Fall as " the Seed:.
of the woman," Who in His one sacrifice at Golgotha should" make an
end of sin and bring in an everlasting righteousness," by that satisfaction delivering the election of grace from the second death, and bruising
the head of the old serpent, has His spiritual seed; but Satan also is,
in that same promise, revealed as having his seed, and the promise was,
in its actual form of address, a doom divinely pronounced upon the
serpent and his seed mystical, being said and spoken to " the murderer
from the beginning."
Our author closes this section of his great work with these words,
containing truth of the last importance: "As the covenant-breaking
disobedience of the first Adam involved all his (natural) seed with
himself in sin and death, so the covenant-keeping obedience of the Last
Adam restored all His (spiritual) seed to righteousness and life. This
the Apostle demonstrates at large in Rom. v., and especially in those
words: 'As by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of One the free gift came
upon all men to justification of life. For as by one man's disobedience
many were made sinners, so by the obedience of One shall many
be made righteous.' Here Adam's 'all' are called his 'many,' and
Christ's' many' are called His' all.' And, though there be some
similitude between the event and efficacy of Adam's disobedience unto
his (natural) seed, and of Christ's obedience unto His (spiritual) seed,
yet there is also much dissimilitude. The efficacy of Christ's obedience
incomparably transcends and surpasses the efficacy of Adam's disobedience. Christ's obedience saves; Adam's disobedience condemns.
Now a thousandfold more efficacy" (and yet this is insufficiently
expressed by our author; he might have written "an infinitely
greater ") "is required for saving than for condemning. Besides, the
sin of Adam, condemning his posterity, was but one: the free gift
* Some early MSS., it is true, omit the words" In Christ," but the important Syriac versions contain them. If retained, they should be" Into Christ."
46
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of righteousness by Christ, justifying His Church, absolves from many
offences." Of this meritorious obedience the next paper (God willing)
will treat.
[To be continued.]

THE TRANSFIGURATION.
(MATT. xvii.)
THE sight indeed was grand,
On mountain's lofty height;
Oh that we too might stand
And view that heavenly light.
His head with glory crowned,
His face gleamed as the sun;
And 10 ! o'er all the ground
Unearthly splendour shone.
Now Moses' form is seen,
Elijah, too, appears;
And converse held between
The Lord and these two seers.
Then Peter spake and said,
How sweet it is to rest,
Wherever by Thee led,
And with Thy presence blest.
Let us three tents erect
For Thee and Thy two friends;
Thus each of God's elect
His life with Jesus spends.
Then spake the voice of One,
The Father of the Lamb,
'Tis My Beloved Son,
In whom well pleased I am.
Disciples filled with awe
Fall prostrate on their face,
And fear and tremble sore
At being in that place.
Fear not! The Lord exclaimed;
They know the voice and look;
And 10 ! He stands proolaimed,
As written in the Book.
Lord Jesus, shall not we
Acknowledge Thee as King
Thee, Jesus, would we see,
TQ Thee our praises bring.

T. E. L.
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THE LATE MR. THOMAS BATCHELOR.
ANOTHER of the Lord's dear servants-one whose experimental
acquaintance with the distinctive doctrines advocated in our pageshas been called to his eternal rest. Mr. Thomas Batchelor, whom we
used to meet at the Circus Church, Portsmouth, in the days when our
beloved friend, the late Rev. J. C. Martin, was its minister, was remarkable for Christian humility, a deep sense of indebtedness to the
sovereign grace of God, and true love of the Holy Scriptures. We feel
much indebted to his bereaved wife for the following short sketch of
his career; and also for a copy of a very remarkable booklet, entitled,
Christ Here! Christ There! from his pen. This striking record of
Divine mercy we append to Mrs. Batchelor's memoir of her dear
husband.
Mrs. Batchelor writes ;My dear husband, Thomas Batchelor, was born at Portsmouth on
Nov. 26th, 1827. From very early years he had serious impressions
of death and judgment, and told me that, hearing someone say that
all children who died before the age of seven years were sure to go to
heaven, he dreaded to pass that birthday, because he thought from
that time God would notice and punish his sins. With this secret
feeling he was most anxious to attend all the services at his Parish
Church, and to go very regularly to Sunday-school.
He was sent to a boarding-school in Holland, where was laid the
groundwork of much varied. knowledge, and that love of study was
fostered which made him to the last an instructive companion.
Formerly a reader of many books, he came in his later days to say•
." Give me the one Book (the Bible)-it contains my All." My
husband used sometimes to refer to the period when he entered business
life, not then knowing the way of salvation by grace, and the evil
and power of sin in his own heart. Thus ignorant, he laboured hard
to please God and to fulfil the precepts of the Gospel, but in a legal.
self-righteous spirit. So zealous was he at this time, that needful rest
and every indulgence were sacrificed in order faithfully to carry out,
in his spare time, many responsibilities-amongst which were those
of superintendent of a Sunday-school, first hon. secretary of the
Portsmouth Soldiers' Institute, and the constant publication and
circulation of religious tracts.
Although affected by lifelong lameness, he walked some miles every Sabbath day to carry
out these undertakings. Up. to this time he had never heard a freegrace sermon, and of the truth, so precious to him in after days,
"Christ the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that
believeth," he knew little or nothing. Disheartened by constant
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failure to reach the standard at which he aimed, he spoke to a
spiritually minded friend of his fear that there was something vital
lacking in his religion, because it brought no solid satisfaction, and
did not yield the comfort he had expected; adding, that" he would
rather be assured that Christ died for him, and realise the love of God
shed abroad in p.is heart, than possess all the riches of the world."
His friend's answer was, "Wherever such a desire is found in sincerity,
God is faithful and will one day fulfil it"; and this encouraged him
to wait prayerfully for the blessing. Nearly six months after this,
when hope and faith were almost spent, he was surprised, when about
to rise from his knees, by a sudden softness of spirit and melting of
his hard heart.
A glorious inward light filled his whole soul with love to God, lJ,nd
so assured was he of his interest in the Divine Atonement that he
would gladly then have left a world of sin for ever. Exercise followed,
because no particular word was spoken to his heart; but from henceforth the Holy Spirit shone upon the whole of the Scriptures as a
revelation of Christ. With changed feelings he returned to his
business; the sweet constraint of such a love having made Christ's
service the truest freedom, and bondage gave place to liberty. For
nearly five months the effect of this visitation rested upon his spirit,
when he was gradually brought back into the valley of conflict to
fight the good fight of faith.
He was led to build for eternity upon the Foundation God has laid
in Zion, to-rest for his soul's salvation on that Corner Stone as revealed
in the Word of God, and to trust little to frames and feelings. Many
were the trials and conspicuous deliverances in his pathway through
the wilderness, shared in blessed union with the dear and gracious
mother of his children for over thirty years. He was frequently
made the happy instrument of spiritual and temporal good to others,
and had a warm and practical regard for the work of the 1\.ged Pilgrims'
.Friend Society; but his own words, "Never say anything about my
worthless doings if you can help it-Christ is all," vibrate in my
memory and here forbid me to enlarge.
My dear husbaI).d's last affliction came on very gradually, gently
warning us that this strongest earthly tie must one day be broken.
.With a full consciousness that he was nearing the end, he" set his
house in order" as far as possible, his one desire. being to be "made
ready" and" found watching" when his Lord's call ~hould come.
The doctor had prepared our minds for a most probable sudden
seizure; but by very careful treatment the serious symptoms abated,
and having a bedroom on the ground floor he was able to get into the
garden for air daily until within a week of the end. The disease
gradually affected his sight, which was the last means of loosening
him entirely from earth; and this made the pathos and the childlike
dependence of his prayers most touching. The Epistle to the Hebrews
was greatly loved by him, and the fervour of his recitations from it
when sight was gone we can never forget.. So saturated was his mind
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with the written Word, that when partly conscious and very restless
the familiar words would instantly soothe and calm him. Just before
he became much worse, he awoke in the early morning and, calling
me to him, said, "I am going up. 'Blessed and holy is he that hath
part in the first resurrection.''' He then prayed fervently for those
he hoped would follow him, naming each of his dear children and
grandchildren, and many whom he loved in the Lord, and repeating
the Saviour's words, " I ascend unto My Father and your Father, unto
My God and your God." Later, when some Psalms were being read,
his partly conscious mind recurred to scenes of fifty years before, and
he re-delivered most lucidly an address which must have been given
to young men in his earlier days.
The last audible words were uttered after an attack of sickness two
days before his death. Feebly, but distinctly, he said, "Behold, I .
lay in Zion for a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner
stone," repeating gently, "Very precious." I replied, "He that
believeth in Him shall never be confounded"; he answered, "That
is it," shortly after falling into a quiet sleep which gradually deepened
into unconsciousness, till he passed away on October 16th, aged 78.
" The memory of the just is blessed."

CHRIST HERE !-CHRIST THERE!

Lt Record of Divine Mercy as Shown in the Narrative of

J AN

KREINS HUISMAN;

A Dutch Seaman.
FULL many a gem lies hidden beneath the mighty ocean, but now and
again the net of scientific research brings some to the surface to become
the wonder and admiration of those able to appreciate the wisdom of
God in creation. So from amongst God's hidden ones, one here and
there is, by means of the press, made manifest to the Lord's living
family, to the setting forth of His power, wisdom, and grace in His new
creation. To this end is the following imperfect record of God's
dealings with a vessel of mercy put forth, with the prayer that He may
use it to His own glory.
In the summer of 1857 I was visiting a case in one of the wards of
the hospital at P--, when my attention was drawn to a poor man
lying on the opposite bed. He was, I was informed, a native of
Holland, brought in some months previously, owing to an accident
received while on board ship.
Having some slight acquaintance with the Dutch language, I
addressed him. I cannot easily forget the pleasure, mingled with
surprise, which lit up his features on hearing the familiar tones of his
own native tongue, nor the hearty response he made to my inquiries.
The interest thus awakened appeared to be mutual, and was the
beginning of a course of visits which terminatp.d only with his ileath
in December of the same year
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He was a man apparently about forty years of age, and previously
to his accident, strong and active. His features were intelligent, and
had a peculiarly frank and pleasant look when engaged in conversation.
At a subsequent visit I became acquainted with a little of his past
history. He was born at Heerenveen, a village ,in the province of
Friesland in Holland, and had passed a great part of his life as a sailor,
either-on the canals of his,native country, or trading on the ocean.
Incidents during this part of his life which he narrated from time
to time showed that he had received religious impressions from Godfearing persons who visited the" trekschuyt" or canal boat in which
he laboured. But these impressions, of whatever kind they were,
wore away, and, as it evidently appeared by what was afterwards
brought to light, he led a wild and reckless life until God stopped him
by laying him on a sick bed. It was whilst proceeding on a voyage
to South America a day or two after leaving Antwerp, that he met
with his accident. Being engaged in some duty aloft, he missed his
foothold and fell on deck, fracturing both thighs and receiving other
serious injuries. He was transferred to a passing vessel and brought
to the port of P--, where he was admitted as a patient in the hospital.
At the time I first saw him he had been an inmate of the institution
for nearly four months.
My first desire was that he should possess the Word of God; accordingly I procured a large print copy of the Dutch New, Testament. He
could read but very iinperfec,tly, and was therefore almost wholly
dependent upon those opportunities which the pressure of business
enabled me to give. These I endeavoured to make as frequent as
possible.
Thinking that he would wish that his family should be made
acquainted with his condition, I got his consent to write to them, but
could not fail at the time to notice that it was not given with the
eagerness one would have anticipated. He gave the address of the
clergyman of his native village, to whom I lost no time in writing. The
following is a translation of the reply received, and it will tend to
throw further light on the man's history and chamcter.
" Heerenveen, Sept. 15th, 1857.
b "Sir,-I have used my endeavours on behalf of the unfortunate
man Huisman. His two sons and daughter are no longer living in
-our village. The poor orphans have for the past six years since their
departure from Heerenveen been cared for with the most tender
affection and Christian kindness up to the time when the opportunity
arrived that they were able to care for themselves; except the
youngest, Jan Kreins, who has been adopted by his uncle, named
Klompenmaker.
" In addition, sir, I have communicated to Huisman all that can be
of interest to him. I hope that it may please God to raise up once
more the sick and maimed sailor, but, above all, that he may be humbled
under the mighty hand of God, acknowledging to Him all that dis-
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quiets his conscience; for He cares for him, and it is He who chastises
whom He loves. May God bless to' him the reading of the Holy
Scriptures, that he may grow in the knowledge most essential for his
peace in Jesus Christ.
" And you, sir, know, that he that converteth a sinner from the
error of his ways shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude
of sins.
" I have thus endeavoured to perform what is required, and I trust
sufficiently. If Huisman has any letters to send he can address them
to me, and I will transmit them into the hands of his children.
" Receive, sir, the assurance of my greatest respect,
" Your very humble servant,

"J. F. C."
The letter to Huisman was enclosed with the above, and was as
follows :"Heerenveen, Sept. 15th, 1857.
"Huisman,-The letter of the kind and Christian friend Mr. B--,
has not reached the hands of Dr. de Goeje, for he has been dead nearly
four years, and I am for more than three years since then his successor
in the ministry. Therefore I am justly surprised that you addressed
yourself to Dr. de Goeje to enquire about your children, for it has come
to my knowledge that it is six years since they left this place. But I
can unravel this mystery, Huisman; I have become acquainted with
your life and conduct, and accustomed as I am to look closely at
things, I can read your past history as if out of a book. God's allseeing eye has been over you, as well over the hidden secret ways of
sin as over all that you have thought, spoken, and committed, Huisman,
and all stands written in His book of remembrance. Man-husband
-father, great is your .guilt; culpable and unfaithful, you have
abandoned your children, and God is reckoning with you for your
unfaithfulness. God has been a Father to your children, and a Father
also to you; therefore have you been brought to this state and dependent condition, in order that you may find God and your children
whom you have forsaken. Huisman, give thanks to God's love, and
for such love hasten to be reconciled with God through Christ the
Saviour of sinners. See in this calamity that has overtaken you your
profit, and read Hebrews xii., Romans viii.
"Your children are still living; your daughter is servant at St.
Jansga, in the inn near the bridge. One of your sons is with a farmer
in Guelderland, and your son Kreins is kept by your brother-in-law
J. Klompenmaker, near the new bridge at Harkerdyken.
" I have had your brother-in-law and Kreins here to speak with me,
and they have promised that they will let your other children know
of your situation. Your furniture, etc., is in safe keeping and awaits
your return. Your children will receive you with affection, and will
rejoice if there is proof of your having become another and a better
man. Notwithstanding they cannot support you, if. you are not in
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a condition to provide for yourself, but what they can, that they will
not fail to do, and so says also Klompenmaker.
"Your friends have requested me to write to you in their name,
and say tha~ if you have learnt to write-as it appears that latterly
you have learnt to read-then your children would desire a letter
written with your own hand. If you cannot write, then perhaps you
may find some kind friend who will write to me, and I will willingly take
charge of it, and see that it is sent to its destination.
" I have now fulfilled my endeavours, and conclude with a prayer
for your soul's welfare, and trust that by reading the Scriptures you
will find in your experience that it is the power of God unto salvation
to every one that believeth.
" Th~ grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

"J. F. C."

I was not prepared for such an epistle, so opposite to the idea I had
formed in my mind of the character of the sick sailor, and with sorrowful
feelings and sad forebodings took the earliest opportunity to make him
acquainted with its contents, as, owing to his inability to read writing,
it necessarily devolved upon me to perform that office for him. '
"John," said I, after our first greetings, "I have received a letter
for you from home."
"Have you, sir?" But the tone of his voice indicated but little
eagerness at the news.
" Shall I read it to you? "
" Do, sir, if you please."
He listened silently until I had read half through the letter, when
all at once he broke out with a cry, so loud, so piercing in its agony,
as to arouse and alarm all the patients in the ward, who wondered what
could be the matter. It was in vain that I endeavoured to continue
the perusal, his emotion was too strong for a word, and with feelings
easier imagined than described I left him. The next day I went again
to the hospital, and found him more composed and able to listen
while the remainder of the letter was read.
" John," said I, " is it true what the minister has said? "
" 0, yes, sir, it is, indeed, all true, oh! what a sinner I have been!
My sins! My sins! My children! Oh, my poor children! "
It was in this strain of self-reproach and condemnation that he
poured out the feelings that agitated his breast. The ,arrow of Divine
conviction had pierced the hitherto hardened conscience, and he from
that time saw what he was-a sinner in God's sight. His former easy
and self-satisfied manner was now gone. The months during which
he had lain on his sick bed, with the ample opportunities thus afforded
for reflection, had served until now no other purpose than to cradle
him in an easy profession which served to satisfy him that all was well
with his soul. The apparent readiness to listen to the reading of God's
Word was evidently nothing more than a superficial covering of legal
duty, and his composure of mind the evidence and result of an
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unawakened conscience. He knew nothing of his state as a sinner
before God; perhaps, as is too often the case, he may have thought that
his bodily sufferings atoned in a- certain measure for the sins of his
past life. But now all this was changed. He was eager as ever to
hear the Scriptures read, but it was with the eagerness of those who,
under Peter's sermon, cried out, "Men and brethren, what shall we
do 1 " or with the Philippian jailor, "What must I do to be saved 1"
For three months longer was he to lie on that bed of suffering, which
ultimately proved to be his bed of death; but the arrow thus implanted
was not withdrawn until the hour before his departure, when the
wound it had inflicted was staunched by the application of the alone
healing remedy-a Saviour's blood.
During this time I continued my visits and sought as much as
possible to let the Word of the living God be the sole speaker, and leave
His blessed Spirit to make the application. At times his distress of
mind was very great. On one occasion he said to me, " My sins, they
cause me so much grief, I cannot help crying aloud. The others say,
'John why do you cry, we have to bear pain as well as you.' Oh, sir,
they think I cry about my body, but it is not that, it is my soul, my
poor soul. Is there mercy for me 1" I tried to direct him to those
precious promises addressed to the sensibly lost and guilty, yet returning
sinner, but whilst he was always grateful for the little services rendered,
the Lord's time to comfort him was not yet come. He was safe in the
Covenant, but his safety was not to be manifested until the eleventh
hout.
•
It was hoped at one time he might ultimately recover, but at last it
became apparent that the fractured bones never properly united, and
eventually mortification supervened. The doctors pronounced that
the sole hope of saving his life lay in the amputation of the limb, to
which he submitted. But his weak state through lying so long in the
hospital rendered him quite unable to bear up under the effects of the
operation, and from that time he gradually sank. I visited him daily
the week before his death. He expressed himself in grateful terms
for all the kindness shown to him by the officials of the hospital, who
indeed had been unreJ?1itting in their attention. The day on which
he died was very stormy, and as the distance was considerable, I
hesitated whether or not to defer my visit until the morrow. But I
could not get away from the strong internal impulse that urged me
to go; accordingly I went and saw poor Huisman, as it proved, for the
last time.
It was late in the evening, the candles were lit in the ward, and the
stillness was broken only by the heavy breathing of the dying man
and the voice of the chaplain, who sought to administer to his spiritual
needs. But all in vain. His was a case that no human hand could
touch. He that gave the wound alone could heal. Shortly after the
chaplain took his leave and I began to ask him the state of his mind.
" Oh, dear sir, I have been too great a sinner, God cannot have mercy
on me !" I tried to show him that He was as able as He was willing,
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and read those sweet and encouraging words of our Lord, " Come unto
Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest,"
and many others of the same import.
" Yes," replied he, "it is all true, it is true for others, but not for
me."
Oh, what a lesson here for those who tell us you have only to believe.
Here was a poor dying man sensible of his lost and ruined condition,
with hell as his just desert staring him in the face, who would have
given ten thousand worlds, if he possessed them, for power to believe
that those precious promises were true for him. Ah, it needs one to be
brought face to face with divine realities to prove the utter helplessness
of man to believe for himself, or, indeed, do .one spiritual act apart from
the Holy Spirit of God. After a trying and affecting interview, I left
with the intention, if alive, of seeing him again on the morrow. But
before the morrow came he had join.ed the blood-bought throng around
the throne of God and the Lamb. Why do I speak thus confidently ~
I will tell you, dear reader, if you will follow me to the end of my
narrative. The next morning I received from the nurse the intelligence
of his departure. Anxious to hear further particulars as to his end,
I hastened to the hospital, and then heard the following interesting,
and to me joyful, account of his last moments. The nurse told me
• that after I left he continued anxious and restless for some time;
about midnight she heard him call, and went to the bedside to listen
to what he required. He looked at her, she said, with his countenance
beaming with peace and joy, and laying his hand upon his breast,
spoke these words, " Christus hier,"· then raising his hand, and pointing
upwards, cried, "Christus daar,"t and fell asleep; the sleep of the
just, from which assuredly he shall be raised with his then glorified
body to join in the song of the redeemed, "Unto Him that loved us
and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings
and priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and dominion
for ever and ever, Amen."
Years have rolled by since the events recorded in the foregoing
narrative took place, but every detail is impressed as with ineffaceable
lines on the memory; yet the lessons they convey have been, if possible, more deeply engraven on the heart and have been of use in many
a conflict, many a trial in the path that has intervened. God's ways
are marvellous; His thoughts far above ours, and the mysterious
workings of His will often puzzle and perplex the soul concerned
therein. But this and many a similar instance of divine wisdom,
love, and faithfulness is left on record to encourage and support the
tried, tempted, and exercised child of God to wait and quietly hope
for the salvation of the Lord. In this simple account of one of the
many of God's dealings with His hidden and sought-out ones, we
may see how multiform are His methods in bringing about His
purposes of mercy towards His own. It is just as the Apostle
* Christ here.
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describes it, "Diversities of operations, but it is the same God which
worketh all in all" (1 Cor. xii. 6). However varied the experiences of
God's children as regards the way by which He is pleased to make
Himself known to them, this we may take~as a fixed and certain rule
-conviction of sin must precede the manifestation of God's mercy;
as Hart says:
" A wounded soul. and' not IL whole
Become~ IL true 'believer.
To see sin smarts bUl slightly;
To own with lip confession
Is easier still; but oh I to feel
Cuts deep beyond expression."

And as it is God's work to implant the arrow of conviction in the soul,
so is it His province alone to heal. "The Lord killeth and maketh
alive, He bringeth down to the grave and bringeth up" (1 Sam. ii. 6).
Again, affiictions of the body, losses or crosses in things temporal
are no proofs of want of interest in His Covenant love. As the good
Dutch minister wrote, "God chastises whom He loves"; rather are
they often the means ill His hand of unfolding and revealing His
purposes of grace. And as it has been truly observed, "We shall have
cause by-and-by to praise God for our affiictions as much as for our
mercies." Cannot we further say that affiiction is mercy in disguise ~
" But no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but rather
grievous, nevertheless, afterwards it worketh the peaceable fruits of
righteousness to them that are exercised thereby" (Heb. xii. ll). The
flesh is judged that the spirit may be saved; and the old Adam nature
is'too closely allied to the flesh to bear with patience, submission, and
cheerfulness, what is so utterly displeasing to it. But herein is the
grace of God made manifest, in that what is impossible to man is
possible with Him; and there are times in the Saints' experience when,
by the power of that grace, they are enabled to rejoice even in tribulation, and to glorify God even in the fires.
The record further teaches how futile are all the efforts of man to
hasten the Lord's work. How many in our day are preaching up the
doctrine of "only believe," giving an impossible task to the creature
and robbing the Lord of His prerogative. The really Spirit-taught and
sin-burdened soul knows well how unmeaning and worthless are all
such exhortations; such teaching may do to bolster up hypocrites or
the self-deceived in a vain profession, but it never can stand in the day
of soul trouble, much less a dying hour. May the Lord open the eyes
of such to the utter hollowness of such a profession. But at the same
time it affords encouragement to every labourer in the Lord's vineyard
in the morning to sow the seed, and in the evening not to withhold his
hand, knowing that He can and will give the blessing. This may be
long delayed, but it is sure to come at last. All His promises are Yea
and Amen in Christ Jesus; they are absolute, ,unconditional, irrespective
of our merits (if such they can be called), or our sins; but they may
be long delayed to encourage prayer, to excite hope, and in the end to
place the crown on the right Head, "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto
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us, but unto Thy name give glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's
sake."
Lastly, the narrative shows that the Lord can and often does accomplish His ends with little or none of human instrumentality. The
writer's part in the work was very small, confined for the most part
to the simple reading of God's Holy Word as contained in the New
Testament of our Lord Jesus Christ. The real efficient agent was the
Spirit of the living God, Who from time to time made that Word
" quick and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing
even to the dividing asunder of· the soul and spirit and of the joints
and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart"
(Heb. iv. 12).
To His name be all the praise.
T. B.
MEMORIES OF THE LATE DR. BAEDEKER.
HAVING been for many years intimately associated with the late Dr.
Baedeker, I gladly respond to the request for a few words of " appreciation" for the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. But I know it would
have been according to his spirit and wish that this should take the form
rather of a grateful recognition of the abounding grace of God toward
and in the sinner first, the servant next.. The Apostle Paul tells us in
Gal. i. that up to a certain point he had been " unknown by face to
the churches of Judrea: but they had heard only that he which
persecuted us in times past now preacheth the faith which once he
destroyed. And they glorified God in me." So would we "glorify
God" in this" vessel of mercy" and "a chosen vessel" unto God
to bear the Lord's Name very literally "before Gentiles, and kings
and sons of Israel "-who had for the first half of a long life denied
the faith he was afterwards to preach. ()ur departed brother seemed
to have been cradled from his youth in the very lap of infidelity, in
which, as the years advanced, he found himself, as in the coils of a
chain, securely bound as an all-too-willing .captive. His fetters
refused to be snapped by any or all of the arguments. with which he
might be plied. The very atmosphere of his literary surroundings
seemed heavily charged with the noxious germs of unbelief, and so he
was gradually confirmed in his scepticism until he became a most
pronounced and stubborn" German infidel." In course of time the
unwelcome. discovery was made that the fell disease, consumption,
had laid hold of him with relentless grip; but under God's afflictive
providence (all unrecognised), the bold denier of God remained unmoved. With one lung gone, and the other soon to go, he quickly
embarked for Australia, to search for health in balmier climes than
the northern hemisphere offered. "They that go down to the sea
in ships . . . see the works of the LORD, and His. wonders in the
deep"; and, with ample leisure for quiet thought and contemplation
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on board a French sailing ship, confronted by day and by night for
months together with the most overwhelming evidence of the existence
of a great eternal and intelligent First Cause, as witnessed by " the
things that are made," we do not wonder that he afterwards confessed
that his infidelity was shaken.
After weary months at sea, during which the elements had wellnigh done their worst for, that small French ship, which narrowly
escaped going down with her living freight, the "desired haven" at
length was reached-the ship, and one aboard her, in a very forlorn
condition-she with masts gone," Rent cordage, shattered deck,
Torn sails, provisions short,
And only not a wreck! " -

he, still far from God, mind dark as night, heart cold and dead,
unprepared to abandon his infidelity; with the aid of crutches this
young member of the German lit~rati landed, a stranger in a strange
land-with no grateful recognition of the God of natUre W9.-0 had so
proved Himself the God of providential goodness in the midst of perils
on-the deep. Still His purpose of grace toward this object of it and,
through him, toward many others, was unswerving, and sooner or
later would find its accomplishment. By the Divine blessing, Dr.
Baedeker soon found the thing he had earnestly sought-disease was
healed and strength renewed, and ere long we find him engaged in
professional work in the lovely island of Tasmania.
Thus the years went by until, physically "another man," but
spiritually still dark and dead-under the good hand of Him Who
guides unerringly the steps of the wanderer were directed homeward
to GermanY,kthen to England, and Weston-super-Mare, where, in
course of time, having married a lady of the place, who, connected
with the Church of England, induced her husband to accompany her
now and again to Trinity Church, standing conspicuously on the side
of the hill.
There they listened to the Scriptural teaching of the late Prebendary
Hunt, and, although apparently rejected by him as often as it was
heard, probably the influence of this ministry formed more of a link
in the chain of God's gracious purpose than was ever very manifest on
the surface. With the dawning of 1866 there came a year destined
to be memorable to Dr. Baedeker and hundreds more in Weston as a
veritable year of grace. The story has been elsewhere told of the Earl
of Cavan having been led to iilvite Lord, and Lady Radstock to occupy
"The Lodge," situate about a mile from the town, as it then was,
during the summer of that year; and how evangelistic work was at
once commenced iil the Assembly Room. To quote Lady Cavan's
words in A Life-Sketch of the late Earl, "It was the occasion under
God, of a remarkable revival, in which both poor and rich accepted
the new life in Christ Jesus, and rejoiced in proclaiming His grace
unceasingly. Some are still on earth, rejoicing in hope of the glory
of God; neither has the writer heard of any of the number who at
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that time became' new creatures in Christ Jesus,' having since' done
despite to the Spirit of grace.' The very air seemed redolent with
revival, and' there was great joy' in that town for the space of seven
or eight months. Lord Cavan seemed to rise from the movement as
from a new baptism."
After the work had been going on for some time, Capt. H., having
for himself received lasting blessing, and anxious that others should
share it, among the number of those he sought to bring under the
sound of the gospel, as being simply, earnestly, and in the power of
the Holy Ghost being told out, was the sceptical Dr. Baedeker, who,
after much persuasion, yielded to his friend's importunities, and went.
Evidently, an impression more deep than he was ready to admit had
been made, for on returning home he was inclined to be quiet and
thoughtful, and on being asked by Mrs. Baedeker, "Well; what was the
preaching like 1 " he replied, "Oh, just the same as Mr. Hunt's" !
After a few evenings' regular attendance-still the sceptic, yet he
could not stay away. Lord Radstock reached him one night as he
was making for the door, and placing his hand on his shoulder, said,
kindly and earnestly, "My man, God has a message through me for
you to-night"! The doctor was startled, but after the words had
been once or twice repeated, he accompanied the preacher into the
ante-room, where solemnly they knelt in the presence of God, and
there" the great transaction" was dune, grace divine had conquered
at last, the voice of God was heard, His Son revealed; again, as with
Saul of Tarsus, " suddenly there shined round about him a light from
heaven," before which, like mist of the mountain before the rising of
the sun, the scepticism of years was dispelled for ever. "I went in a
confident German infidel; I came out a humble penitent, and a
disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ," continued in succeeding years to be
Dr. Baedeker's own account of it all.
The verses written on a blank leaf of his pocket Bible by· William
Hone, formerly-early last century-a noted infidel, might have been
appropriated by our departed friend :.. The proudest heart that ever beat
Hath been subdued in me;
The wildest will that ever rose,
To scorn Thy cause, and aid Thy foes,
Is quelled, my God, by Thee•
.. Thy will, and not my will, be done;
My heart be ever Thine:
Confessing Thee, the Mighty Word,
I hail Thee, Christ, my God, my Lord,
A.nd make Thy Name my Sign."

That God is, was from that night deeply engraven on Dr. Baedeker's
mind and heart; the Lord Jesus Christ became to him a very true
Personality-God manifest in flesh. The Holy Spirit recognized as
the abiding Revealer of Christ and Teacher of the Sacred Scriptures,
which became to him henceforth the inspired Word of God. His
. love for the Word was a very striking feature of his Christian character
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from the commencement to the close of the new life on earth, and, as
he learned, so he loved to impart to others of the "things new and
old" drawn from the Divine treasury.
Weston-super-Mare.
DOUGLAS RUSSELL.
[To be continued.]

I FIRST became acquainted with Dr. Baedeker as a personal friend
in 1904. This was the date of my appointment as General Secretary
of the Evangelical Alliance. Long before this I had heard of Dr.
Baedeker's many visits to the Continent of Europe and of his unselfish
and often hazardous, efforts in the relief .()f persecuted Stundists in
Russia and other parts. To the Evangelical Alliance the death of
Dr. Baedeker is a severe blow. He formed a link with some parts
of the Continent little known, where it is the privilege of the Alliance
to minister. He has, even in advanced age, over and over again,
started out, bearing with him moneys contributed through the
Evangelical Alliance, the tokens of sympathy and Christian love to
lonely and persecuted saints. On several occasions he formed one
of a deputation to the Continent in the interests of religious liberty,
the last occasion being a deputation to the Minister of Worship
in Dresden, Saxony, which secured freedom of worship for the Baptists
and Nonconforming Christians in Saxony. In company with Miss
van Weling, Dr. Baedeker founded the Blankenburg Branch of the
Evangelical Alliance, living to see a Conference commenced with a
mere handful of Christians grow into a truly inspiring assembly of
the Lord's true children from every conceivable part of Europe.
Never shall I forget meeting him at Blakenburg in August, 1905.
His strength even in weakness was remarkable; courtesy and kindness were revealed in every word and action. He was the essence of
Christian joy and peace; every word he uttered told of a hidden
. fountain of energy and satisfaction-Christ Jesus. Again and again
he would say" My work is done" and yet he worked on, witnessing
to the oneness of true believers, and seeking to secure its manifestations
in large or small assemblies. At Weston-super-Mare he annually
organized the universal week of prayer-everyone l."'Ilew him, every
one loved him. After a drawing-room meeting which he recently
arranged in Weston for the Alliance, we walked and talked together
of spiritual things; and although I have since had two visits from him,
that was the last occasion upon which we were able to dwell upon
topics which were ever uppermost in his heart. One could say much
more-but enough. Servant of God well done! Thou shalt stand
in thy lot at the end of the days. And then-for thee it will be" Well
done, good and faithful servant." God give us grace to copy and
follow thy example.
HENRY MARTYN GOOCH,

General Secretary of the Evangelieal Alliance.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. JOHN HOWE.

OUR biographical record this month presents a literary curiosity. We
reproduce from the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for the year 1780 a portraitspecially engraven for this periodical-of the celebrated JOHN HOWE,
together with a life-sketch of that eminent Puritan divine. We are
sure our readers will appreciate the replica of the article penned
126 years ago.
THE LIFE OF THE REV. JOHN HOWE.
JOHN HOWE, M.A., first of Christ College, Cambridge, and afterwards
of Brasen-Nose College, Oxford, was born May 17th; 1630, at Loughborough, in Leicestershire, where his father was settled by Archbishop
Laud, but afterwards turned out by him for siding with the Puritans,
and driven into Ireland, whither he took his son, then very young, and
where their lives were wonderfully preserved during the execrable
rebellion and massacre. In the time of the war the father returned
and settled in Lancashire, where his son had his grammar learnin"g.
He was sent early to college, where his great attainments in learning,
joined 'with his exemplary piety, so recommended him, that he was
elected fellow of Magdalen College, Dr. Goodwin being then president.
He was ordained at Winwick in Lancashire, by Mr. C. Herle, the pastor
of that church, and the ministers who officiated in the several chapels
in this parish; on which account he would sometimes say that he
thought few in modern times had so truly. primitive an ordination,
since he considered Mr. Herle as a primitive bishop. By an unexpected
providence he was called to Torrington, where, though young, he
abundantly fulfilled his ministry, which was blessed with great success.
He had a numerous auditory and a flourishing church, to which many
of the inhabitants joined themselves who belonged to an independent
church at Bideford, having had a dismission from thence. He was
upon good terms with the neighbouring ministers, particularly Mr. G.
Hughes of Plymouth, whose daughter he married. With him he
carried on a weekly correspondence in Latin letters. The following
circumstance in one of them is remarkable.: Mr. H.'s house, being on
fire, was extinguished by a seasonable shower. On that very day he
received a letter from his father Hughes, which concluded with this
prayer, Sit ros cmZi super habitaculum vestrum, i.e., "Let the dew of
heaven be upon your dwelling." His conduct in respect to Dr. Seth
Ward, afterwards Bishop of Exeter, deserves particular notice. The
doctor applied by means of Mr. Howe for the principalship of Jesus
College, but it had been promised to another. However, Mr. Howe
so strongly recommended him to the Protector, that he gave him an
annual allowance equivalent to it, and the doctor retained a grateful
sense of the favour when upon the change of times he became a greater
man. Mr. Howe always appeared so disinterested that the Protector
once said to him, "You have obtained many favours for others, I
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wonder when the time is to come that you will move for something for
yourself and family." This principle made him faithful in the discharge
of his duty. The following is a remarkable instance of it: The notion
of a particular faith in prayer with respect to the obtaining of particular
blessings had prevailed much at Cromwell's Court, and Mr. Howe once
heard a sermon there, from a person of note, designed to defend it.
Being fully convinced of the ill tendency of such an opinion, he thought
himself bound in conscience, when it came to his turn to preach, to
oppose it, which accordingly he did with great plainness. Cromwell
heard with great attention, but sometimes frowned and discovered
great uneasiness, insomuch that a person who was present told Mr.
Howe it would be difficult ever to make his peace with him again _
Mr. Howe replied, "I have discharged my conscience, and leave the:
event to God." Nothing, however, passed between them on the:
subject, though Cromwell seemed cooler towards him than before~
After Richard Cromwell was set aside Mr. Howe returned to his people
at Torrington. At the Restoration he met with some trouble, being
informed against as delivering something treasonable in the pulpit, but
was honourably acquitted. When the Act of Uniformity took place
he quitted his public station in the church and became a silenced Nonconformist, after having preached two aflecting sermons to his people
on Bartholomew Day, in whi<;h he gave them some reasons why he
could not comply with the Act. Dr. (afterwards Bishop) Wilkins
(with whom he had maintained a long intimacy), on seeing him soon
after this, expressed his surprise that a man of Mr. Howe's latitude
should have stood out. He told him that he would gladly have been
under the Establishment, if he could have compassed it with satisfaction
to his conscience, but that after having weighed the matter with all
possible impartiality he could not do it, and that his latitude was the
very thing that made him a Nonconformist. The Doctor appeared
satisfied, and advised him as a friend to stand to his principles. Mr.
Howe continued some time in Devonshire, preaching in private houses
as he had opportunity. Being acquainted that an officer of the Bishop's
court had inquired after him, and left word that a citation was out
against him, he wrote to Exeter, where he met with a friend who
acquainted the Bishop that Mr. Howe was there; upon which his
lordship expressed a desire to see him, and received him with great
civility as his old acquaintance, but expostulated with him about his
Nonconformity and desired -to know his reasons. Mr. H. waving many
others only mentioned re-ordination." Why pray, Sir," said the
Bishop, "what hurt is there in being re-ordained ~" "Hurt! my
lord," said Mr. Howe, " it is shocking: it is an absurdity; for nothing
can have two beginnings." The Bishop dropping the matter, told
him, as he had done at other times, that if he would come in among
them he might have considerable preferments, and dismissed him in a
friendly manner, without anything being said on either side about the
process that was issued out against him~
In 1665 he took the oath required by the Oxford Act upon the
47
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principle before mentioned, but was this year imprisoned two months
in the isle of St. Nicholas, though upon what occasion doth not appear.
In 1671, being reduced to straits, he accepted an invitation from a
person of quality in Ireland. Being detained by contrary winds on
the Welsh coast (probably at Holyhead), he continued there a Lord's
day. The company being desirous he should preach to them, were
seeking a convenient place, when they met the parish minister and his
clerk riding to the town. One of them asked the clerk whether his
master preached that day? " No, my master does not use to preach,
he only reads prayers." On being asked further whether he would
give leave for a minister who was there to use his pulpit? he replied,
"Very willingly." Mr. Howe accordingly preached. In the afternoon the audience was very large and seemed much affected. The
wind continued contrary all the week. The next Lord's day there was
a prodigious multitude of people gathered together, and the clergyman
having no expectation of further assistance was in great consternation,
beirig not able to preach himself, and thinking if there were no preaching it would greatly lessen his reputation. He therefore sent his clerk
to Mr. Howe, and begged he would come and preach again, as otherwise he knew not what to do, the country being' come in for several
Pliles to hear him. Mr. Howe, being much indisposed, was in a sweat
in bed, but considering it as a plain call of Providence, he cooled himself
as speedily as he could with safety, and casting himself on God went
and preached with great freedom. He said he never saw people more
moved, and that if ever his ministry was of use it was then. Very
soon after the, vessel sailed, and he felt no ill effects. In Ireland he lived
as chaplain to the Lord Massarene at Antrim, where he was universally
respected, and enjoyed the particular regard of the Bishop of that
diocese, who, together with his metropolitan, gave him liberty to
preach Without any conformity in the public church every Lord's day
afternoon. And the A..rchbishopat a meeting of the clergy, told them
that he would have Mr. Howe have every pulpit where he had any
concern open to him. By his preaching and conversation here he was
useful to many. Upon the death of Dr. Seaman, 1675, he was invited
by a part of his congregation to fix in London. After mature deliberation and weighing the arguments on both sides (which he drew out in
writing), he consented to go, and made a peaceable use of King Charles's
indulgence. He preached to a considerable and judicious audience,
and was much respected not only by his brethren among the Dissenters,
but by several eminent divines of the Church of England, namely,
Drs. Whitchcote, Kidder, Fowler, Lucas, and others.
In regard. to the steps taken in order to a coalition between the
Church and the Dissenters, some of the dignified clergy sent for him to
their houses, v. gr. Lloyd, Sherlock, etc., and expressed great deference
to his opinion. He had a particular intimacy with Dr. (afterwards
Archbishop) Tillotson.
When in 1684, Barlow, Bishop of Lincoln, printed a letter for putting
in execution the laws against Dissenters, Mr. Howe wrote a free answer
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to it. The next year, the prospect of the Dissenters being very dark,
he accepted an invitation of Lord Wharton to travel with him abroad.
In the course of his travels he had the satisfaction to converse with a
number of learned Papists and Protestant divines. In 1686, having
no encouragement to return, he settled at Utrecht, where the Earl of
Sunderland and his Countess, some English gentlemen, and two of his
own nephews, boarded with him. During this time he took his turn
with Mr. Matt. Mead and others who were there in preaching at the
English church, and in the evening preached to his own family.
He was of great use to several English students then at the university,
and much respected by its professors, as well as by several persons of
distinction from England, among whom was Dr. G. Burnet, afterwards
Bishop of Sarum, with whom he had much free conversation. The
Prince of Orange, afterwards William Ill, admitted him several times
into his presence, and discoursed very freely with him, as he sometimes
did after he ascended the British throne.
Upon King James' declaration for liberty of conscience, 1687, Mr.
H.'s flock in London earnestly pressed his return, and he readily complied. He waited upon the Prince of Orange first, who advised him to
be cautious of addressing, and not to fall in with the measures of the
Court. He was thankful for a little breathing time, and endeavoured
to improve it to the best purposes, and to preserve himself and others
from the snares laid for them, always declaring against approving the
dispensing power. Upon the glorious Revolution, he addressed the
Prince of Orange, at the head of the dissenting ministers, in a handsome speech. On the passing the Toleration Act, he addressed a small
tract both to Conformists and Dissenters with a view to promote
mutual forbearance. With the same truly Christian design he afterwards published his sermon on the Carnality of Religious Contentions,
when unhappy differences had taken place among the dissenting ministers, occasioned chiefly by the reprinting the works of Dr. Crisp, who
though a good man was. noted for some Antinomian notions. These
debates, however, issued in the exclusion of Mr. (afterwards Dr.)
Williams from the lecture at Pinners' Hall, when Mr. Howe, Dr. Bates,
and Mr. Alsop, joined him in carrying on a separate lecture at Salters'
Hall. Warm debates soon followed, concerning the Trinity and
occasional conformity, in which Mr. Howe engaged with great moderation, Christian meekness, and charity; greatly lamenting the want of
these in others, and desiring to breathe a nobler air and inhabit better
regions. The last thing he published was, A Discourse of Patience in
expecting future Blessedness. This was what he had particular
occasion for. Having employed his time, strength, and interest in the
most valuable services he was wasted with several diseases, which he
bore with great patience and a resigned submission to the will of his
heavenly Father. He discovered no fear of dying, but when his end
drew near was very calm and serene. He seemed, indeed, sometimes
to be got to heaven even before he had laid aside mortality. He was
once during his decline in a most affecting, heavenly frame of mind at
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the communion, and carried out into such a transporting celebration
of the love of Christ, that both he and the communicants were apprehensive he would have died during the service. He was sometimes
very pleasant in his last sickness, and conversed freely with the many
persons of all ranks who came to see him, and talked like one of another
world with the most elevated hopes of the blessedness there on which
his heart had long been set; and once declared, after an unexpected
revival, that were it put to his choice whether he should die that
moment, or live seven years, he would prefer the former. His hope of
heaven was however accompanied with great humility, which led him
to say, "I expect my salvation not as a profitable servant, but as a
pardoned sinner." Being at last worn out, he finished his course with
joy, April 2nd, 1705. His funeral sermon was preached by his fellow
labourer Mr. John Spademan, on 2 Tim. iii. 14.

GLAD WITH THY COUNTENANCE.
(PSALM xxi. 6; ACTS ii. 28.)
IN this world-on whose fair surface
I have no inheritance-Thou hast made me glad, 0 Master,
With Thy glorious countenance.
Glad with its Divine appearing
In my little, lowly nest,
Where I have been seldom gladdened
With the sight of mortal guest.
Glad with its approving love-smile,
'Mid my work so dear to me,
Which has been despised and censured
By some workers dear to Thee.
Glad with its sweet, steadfast love-look
In the face of some oft seen
Who have given me looks of censure,
And sharp words like arrows keen.
Glad with its celestial shining
'Mid the shadows cold and deep,
Which by Thy permission gathered
Round my pathway rough and steep.
Soon in heaven (where gleams my portion,
Where Thy praise will me employ)
With Thy countenance, 0 Master,
Thou wilt make me "full of joy."
ISA.
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"A LITTLE LEAVEN."
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. J. BATTERSBY, VICAR OF
ST. JAMES', SHEFFIELD, AT VERULAM MISSION CHURCH,
KENNINGTON ROAD, LAMBETH, LONDON, THURSDAY EVENING, JUNE 2ND, 1881.
"A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump." -G AL. V. 9.

.
'

SOME time ago I preached a sermon upon our Lord's parable of " The
Leaven," as recorded in the 13th chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel.
In consequence of the exposition which I then gave you of the parable.
I have received many letters from readers of my printed sermon,
some expressing themselves as agreeing, and others as disagreeing
with my interpretation. I have not had time to acknowledge all the
letters which have come to hand, nor yet have I had the disposition
to enter into a paper correspondence upon the subject of my former
discourse. When I have prepared and preached a sermon, and
revised the rough proof of it, I wish to have done with it, and then to
take up another Scriptural subject which will tend to increase the
knowledge of my hearers.
I propose on the present occasion to preach a Supplementary Sermon
to the one on "THE LEAVEN WHICH A WOMAN TOOK." I do not
intend it to be of a controversial nature, but rather to expound certain
passages of Scripture which are intended to illustrate and confirm
the views already propounded by me. If any friend differs from me
in the interpretation of a passage of Scripture he is at perfect liberty
to do so, as far as I am concerned. I make no pretensions to infallibility. I am no Pope amongst you, nor do I wish to be. I give you
such expositions of the Scriptures as commend themselves to my own
mind, and which I believe to be honestly consistent with the Spirit's
teaching.
Before proceeding with the subject of the evening I must give you
some idea of my former sermon upon the parable of the" leaven."
I opened it by reviewing the 13th chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel as
a chapter of parables. I gave you the definitions of a parable which
have been given and generally accepted by the best of parabolic
interpreters. I explained to you first the Scriptural meaning of " the
kingdom of heaven "-and secondly the comparison or similitude :" The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took and
hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened." The
kingdom of heaven is the kingdom of the Messiah, which is comprehensive of the professing Christian Church during the Gospel dispensation. That the parables are intended to give us different phases of
this varying professing Christian Church. I also pointed out the
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difference betwe.en "the kingdom of. heaven," or professing Christian
Church in its mixed and in its unmixed state. That certain parables
illustrate the mixed, and others the unmixed state of the professing
Church or Kingdom. I gave you a summary of the views of those who
interpret the "leaven" in a good sense. I then showed you that
" leaven" is generally, if not universally, used in a bad sense in the
Scriptures, and that" leaven" in the parables ought not to be taken
as an exception. I then spoke of the" woman," and after proving
to you that this term is applied both to the true and also to the apostate
Church, I concluded that the parable of "the leaven" described the
professing Christian Church in her apostasy. The" woman" is the
apostate Church, the" leaven" is false doctrine, " the three measures
of meal" represent the Gospel as coming from the Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost, and the woman hiding the leaven in the meal is the
secret and subtle way of insinuating her false doctrine into the truths
of the Gospel; until the whole becomes leavened. The corrupted state
of the professing Christian Church at the present day I regarded as a
manifest proof and confirmation of the view which I had given you
of the parable.
There are some persons who contend earnestly that the " woman"
in the parable means Christ. They do so, because sometimes " feminine" words are employed in the Scriptures in describing Him. I
'have dealt with this subject in my sermon, "I WILL DRAW ALL
I find that the
UNTO ME," and hence I shall not dwell upon it now.
term "woman" is often used literally in the Word of God. This I
need not prove- to you (Gen.ii. 21, 22). It is also used figuratively
for weak and timid rulers (Isa. ill. 12); for the true Church of God
(Rev. xii. 1); and for a carnal, cruel, and apostate Church (Rev. n.
20, and Rev. xvii. 1-6). But I believe it is never used of Christ
throughout the entire Scriptures. I have searched for this use of the
word, but I have searched in vain. Truly Christ was "crucified
through weakness" (2 Cor. xiii. 4), yet we are never told that the
weakness of Christ is represented under the figure of a "woman." If
I be wrong, I shall have to wait for more light upon this point. I
incline to the opinion that the parable of the" leaven" is an unfolding
of the 5th of Zechariah, the 7th and 8th verses. "And this is a woman
that sitteth in the midst of the Ephah. And he said, This is wickedness. And he cast it into the midst of the Ephah." Compare the
points together. "Leaven" and "wickedness." "A woman" and
" a woman." "The Ephah," " a measure," " three seah," and" three
measures of meal." There may be some disparity in the comparison,
but as it whole it is very striking, and on this account I throw it out
for your thoughtful consideration. I shall now proceed' with our
subject :The first fact which we slwIt notice is this, that ka:\len is both forbid,den
and commanded under the Mosaic dispensation,. Secondly, that leaven
in the New Testament denotes that which is corrupt and corrupting in
doctrine, in politics, in ceremonial, and in conduct : and Thirdly, we
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shall support and confirm our view of the leaven by Prophecy, by Parable,
and by Proof. Here we have a large field before us, and may the Holy
Ghost help us to survey it aright for Christ's sake.
First, then, leaven was both forbidden and commanded under the Mosaic
dispensation. Why was this ~ What is the explanation of the fact ~
Well, it is a fact that leaven was strictly forbidden on pain of excommunication, or death. It was forbidden during the feast of passover.
" Seven days shall ye eat unleaven bread; even the first day ye shall
put away leaven out of your houses: for whosoever eateth leavened
bread from the first day until the seventh day" that soul shall be cut
off from Israel." "Whether he be a stranger or born in the land."
" Ye shall eat nothing leavened." " Leavened bread shall not be seen
in all your quarters" (Exodus xii. 15, 18, 20; xiii. 3, 7; Deut. xvi. 4).
Why, we ask, was leaven forbidden at this feast ~ Is it sufficient to
say, "Because the people took their dough before it was leavened"
when they came up out of the land of Egypt ~ I think not. What
answer then shall we give ~ Well," It was the Lord's Passover."
And" the sacrifice of the Lord's Passover" was not to be represented
by c01'Tuption, nor by that which is of a fermenting, tainting, and corrupting nature. Christ was to be set forth by that which was pure and
good. Christ crucified is the substance of the Passover, so we gather
from what St. Paul says: "Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us."
The leaven represented that which was evil, whilst the unleavened
bread represented that which was good. Leaven. was not even to \le
seen in the Lord's Passover. neither is it to be seen in the Lord Jesus
Christ, nor yet in His Gosp~l, nor in the grace of His Gospel. Again,
leaven was forbidden to be offered in any of the sacrifices of the altar.
" Thou shalt not offer the blood of My sacrifice with leavened bread"
(Exodus xxiii. 18; . xxxiv. 25).
"No meat-offering which he shall
bring unto the Lord shall be made with leaven: for he shall burn no
leaven, nor any honey, in any offering of the Lord made by fire " (Lev.
ii. 11). The offerings made by fire, or fire-offerings, as they are often
called, were six in number. The burnt-offering, the meat-offering, the
peace-offering, the sin-offering, the trespass-offering, and the offering
of consecration of a priest. These fire-offerings represented Christ in
type and figure. I shall try to show you this from the Scriptures. The
BURNT-OFFERING was taken either from the herd, or from the flocks,
or from the fowls, according to a person's ability (Lev. i.). It must
be offered voluntarily, without blemish, for an atonement, to be wholly
consumed on the altar, and of a sweet savour unto the Lord. This
was a type of the one perfect offering of the, body of Jesus Christ once
and forever. Christ, through the eternal Spirit, offered Himself without spot to God. There was no corrupt leaven either in the type or
antitype. Both in their nature were perfect. THE MEAT-OFFERING
comes next in order. The particulars of this offering are described
in the 2nd of Leviticus. It was made of fine flour with oil and frankincense, and a memorial of it was burnt upon the altar, an offering made
by fire of a sweet savour unto the Lord.. The Meat-offering seems to
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me to represent Christ in His life as " the bread of God" (Lev. xxi. 6).
A part of it was offered upon the altar unto the Lord, and the remnant
belonged to Aaron and his sons as a thing most holy. God and man
fed upon the Meat-offering and were satisfied. But no Meat-offering
was made with leaven, for leaven is a corrupting thing, and Christ
cannot be represented by corruption. The PEACE-OFFERING brings
Christ before us as the Great Peace Maker (Lev. iii.). God and the
sinner are reconciled and brought into friendship by the one Peaceoffering of Christ. He is our Peace. He has reconciled Jew and
Gentile unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity
thereby (Eph. ii. 14-16). There was no tainting leaven in the Peaceoffering, neither was there any taint of sin and corruption in Christ.
We may now venture to take the SIN-OFFERING and TRESPASSOFFERING together, as they very much resemble each other (Lev.
iv.-v.). They bring Christ before us as the Sin Bearer. He is the One
Sacrifice not only for original guilt, but for the actual transgressions
of men.- Christ was made to be sin, or a Sin-offering, for His people,
that they might become the righteousness of God in Him (2 Cor.
v.i21). Christ Himself has borne our sins in His own body on the tree
(l[,Peter ii. 24). And He is our Ashem or Trespass-offering, according
to Isaiah (liii. 10). "His soul has been made a Trespass'offering for
sin." But there was no fermenting leaven in any of the offerings
which typified Christ. No! No! What we have already said of
these offerings is also true of the offering at the consecration of a priest,
with the exception, that the Meat-offering was not to be eaten, but
wholly burnt upon the altar for a sweet savour unto the Lord (Lev.
vii. 20-23). Leaven was not offered in any of the fire offerings, for
they figured forth the ONE PERFECT OFFERING of CHRIST. The
Person in whom there was no sin, .neither guile found in His mouth,
could not be shadowed forth by corruption. J ehovah Jesus the Holy
One of God never saw corruption. Those who wish to see my views
upon the Fire-offerings more fully explained will find them in my
sermon-" PERFECTED FOR EVER."
But leaven was commanded to be used under the Mosaic dispensation.
Is this a fact? and if so, why so? It is a fact. You will see from
the following Scriptures. "He shall offer for his offering leavened
bread with the sacrifice of thanksgiving of his peace-offerings" (Lev.
vii. 13). And the two wave loaves, " theY shall be baken with leaven,
they are the first fruits unto the Lord" (Lev. xxiii. 17). And also in
Amos (iv. 5) it is said, "And offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving with
leaven." I beseech you to notice that leaven was used in the sacrifWe
of thanksgiving, but it was not burnt upon the altar as a sweet savour
unto the Lord. The passage in Amos seems to be spoken ironically,
and has reference to Israel offering sacrifice to idols at Bethel rather
than to the Lord in Jerusalem. I shall throw the two passages
together which I have quoted from Leviticus and deal with them as
one. Let us now turn to the 23rd chapter, and see what is said about
the leaven. The chapter' contains an account of the feasts of the
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Lord. I only need mention two or three of them-" The feast of the
Lord's Passover," and "the feast of Pentecost." The feast of the
Lord's Passover brings before us Christ, Who is the Lamb of God slain
for His people, and Whose sprinkled blood is their security. Now
" the sheaf of first fruits which was waved before the Lord and accepteit
by Him for the children of Israel, represented Christ as the" first fruits
of them that slept," and Who now appears in the presence of God for
His spiritual Israel. Fifty days after the offering of the "sheaf of
first fruits" was the feast of Pentecost, when the" two wave loaves,"
which were" baken with leaven," were offered, being" first fruits unto
the Lord" (vv. 15-22). On the day of Pentecost the Holy Ghost
descended upon the disciples and manifested "His first fruits" in
them. They could say, "We have the first fruits of the Spirit" in
ourselves (Rom. viii. 23). There was no leaven in Christ the" first
fruits," nor in the" first fruits" of the Spirit. But we read of other
" first fruits": St. J ames says, " Of His own will begat He us with the
Word of truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits of His creatures"
(i. 18). Here believers are spoken of as ," first fruits." And these are
the" first fruits" represented by the" two wave loaves baken with
leaven." How aptly are believers thus represented. They are
regenerate and have the" first fruits" of the Spirit of God in them,
but then corruption remains even in those who are born again. This
is the very thing St. Paul felt when he said: "When I would do good
evil is present with me." This was the leaven of the old man-the
wretched man-the depraved man-the man of sin, which is the
believer's trpuble as long as he lives upon the earth. Remember
these three facts. Christ as the " first fruits" has no leaven in Him.
The" first fruits" of the Spirit have no leaven in them. Believers,
as " first fruits," have leaven or corruption in them. And it is believers
who are represented by the two wave loaves baken with leaven. I
hope, beloved, you will be able to distinguish between things that
differ, and thus behold the beauty ofthe Lord in His Word and Works.
Leaven was both forbidden and commanded under the Mosaic dispensation, and the reason why I have given you.
Let us notice, secondly, that leaven in the New Testament denotes that
which is corrupt and corrupting in doctrine, in politics, in ceremonial,
and 1:n conduct. If I can establish what I have said, by appealing to
the New Testament, I think there will not be much left in favour of
" leaven" being used in a good sense of the blessed Gospel and its
glorious effects.
Leaven in the New Testament denotes corrupt doctrine. I appeal to
the words of our Lord to His Disciples. He said to them: "Take
heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the Sadducees."
Now, what did He mean by these words ~ We are told that they were
to "beware of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees"
(Matt. xvi. 6, 12). In St. Luke it reads thus: "Beware ye of the
leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy" (xii. 1). Let us notice a
few things which come under the head of the doctrinal leaven of the
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Pharisees. It will also include their practice to some extent. You
may read what I say in the 23rd of St. Matthew. They sat in Moses'
seat. They said and did not. They bound heavy burdens and grievous
to be borne, and laid them on men's shoulders, 'but they would not
move them with one of their fingers. They loved to be seen of men
and to make great outward show. They wished for greetings in the
market and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. They shut up the
kingdom of heaven against men. They neither went in themselves,
nor suffered others to go in. They devoured widows' houses, and for
a pretence made long prayers. They compassed sea and land to make
a proselyte. They paid tithe of mint and annis and cummin, but they
omitted the weightier matters of the law-judgment, mercy, and faith.
They appeared outwardly righteous and beautiful, but inwardly they
were full of hypocrisy and iniquity. They made the commandment
of God of none effect by their tradition. They taught for doctrines
the commandments of men. And as regards the Sadducees, they
denied the resurrection, and believed neither in angel nor spirit (Acts
xxiii. 8). Surely, this point must be clear to most minds, that" leaven"
is used in the New Testament to denote corrupt doctr'ine, the corrupt
doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
Leaven in the New Testament denotes also corruption in politics. Our
Lord told His disciples to "beware of the leaven of Herod" (Mark
viii. 15). We read of the Herodians several times in the New Testa,ment. They were amongst those who asked. our Lord whether it was
lawful to give tribute unto Cresar or not. They thought of catching
Him in His politics, but He answered discreetly (Matt. xxii. 15-22.
Mark xii. 13-17). The Pharisees took counsel with the Herodians
how they might destroy Jesus (Mark iii. 6). The Herodians were
a political party-they were followers of Herod and not of Christ.
They would comply with heathen and idolatrous practices to enhance
the interests of Pagan Rome and their own political authority. Many
of the Sadducees were found amongst the Herodians. This political
party preferred temporal aggrandizement to spiritual blessing and
eternal glory. There are many such politicians at the present day.
But it is hardly safe to speak of Scriptural politics in the hearing of
some persons. Well, but we prefer Christ to Herod; and we contend
earnestly that all wise and good politicians must have their politics
rooted, grounded, and established in Christianity. All other politics
are corruption, the very leaven of Herod.
Again, leaven denotes corruption in ceremonial. "A little leaven
leaveneth the whole lump." What does the Apostle mean by the
"little leaven" in the text ~ Some" false brethren" had privily
got into the Galatian Church and were teaching false doctrine, and were
trying to lead the Galatian Christians into bondage to Jewish ceremonial.· The Apostle exposes the conduct of these leaveners. "0
FOOLISH Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey
the truth." . . . "Are ye so foolish ~ Having begun in the Spirit,
are ye made perfect by the flesh ~" What have you to do with these
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"beggarly elements" 01 Judaism? "If you be circumcised, Christ
shall profit you nothing." What have you to do with this ceremonial
leaven? Circumcision may appear a little thing, but it is the" little
leaven" which taints, ferments, corrupts, and" leaveneth the whole
lump" of the professing Christiail Church. Beware of the leaven of
Ceremonialism. Professing Christians soon become affected and
influenced by external exhibitions. Is not Ceremonialism the very
curse of the professing Christian Church in our own day? Is it not
the leaven which is leavening the whole lump?
Once more, leaven denotes corruption in conduct. When the Apostle
wrote to the Corinthian Church he exposed the leaven and the
leaveners (1 Cor. v.). There is fornication among you, and you are
" puffed up." The leavener, the fornicator, must be cast out of your
Church. "Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?
Purge out therefore the old leaven"-the old leaven of fornicationthe old leaven of malice and wickedness, and keep the feast of the
Lord's Passover with the unleaveped bread of sincerity and truth. I
think, in few words, I have established the great fact that leaven in
the New Testament denotes that which is corrupt and corrupting in
doctrine, in politics, in ceremonial, and in conduct. If what I have
now advanced be really the truth of God's Word, you will see that
there is a perfect agreement between the Old and New Testament in
the use of the word" leaven."
"A little leaven." One transgression, the little leaven of Adam's
disobedience, has tainted and corrupted all his descendants. Break
one little link in a chain and you will sunder the chain. " Whosoever
shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all."
One dead fly will cause the ointment of the apothecary to send forth
a stinking savour: so doth a little folly him that is in reputation for
wisdom and honour. One infected sheep will infect a whole flock.
A little leaven of false doctrine will leaven a whole congregation. A
little leaven of worldly politics will leaven a town, a city, a country. A
little leaven of Ceremonialism will leaven a professed Christian Church
-and a little leaven of carnal conduct in a Christian will be pleaded
as an excuse for the vilest practices by others. The proverb in our
text is of very extensive p.pplication-" A little leaven leaveneth the
whole lump."
I shall, in the third place, support and confirm our view of the leaven by
Prophecy, by Parable, and by Proof. What I mean will appear from
what I shall say under the head of each of these three words: PROPHECY,
PARABLE, and PROOF.
What is our Lord's Prophetic teaching respecting the state of things
at the close of this dispensation? We read in the 24th of St.
Matthew's Gospel that He foretold the destruction of the temple :
" And as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came and asked
Him privately, saying, Tell us when shall these things be? And what
shall be· the sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the world?"
Here are three questions put by the disciples to our Lord, which He
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:answered. The first has been literally accomplished in the downfall
of Jerusalem. The rest will be as literally fulfilled in the Lord's
appointed time. Our Lord cautions His disciples, saying, "Take
need that no man deceive you." Why? "For many shall come in
My Name saying, I am CHRIST, and shall deceive many;" Here our
Lord says that these false Christs shall succeed. And so shall the
false prophets: "And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive
many." Iniquity is to abound, and the love of many is to wax cold.
But if any man should say unto a disciple: "Lo, here is Christ, or
there; believe it not. For there shall arise false Christs and false
prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that,
if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect." Well, what is
to be the state of things when the Lord comes again? Will the world
nave been converted? Will all who profess the Christian religion be
Christians? Alas! Alas! Let us hear what Jehovah Jesus Himself
says about His coming, and about the consummation of the age:
" And as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son
'Of man be. For as in the days that were before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying, and giving in marriage, until the day
that Noe entered into the ark, and knew not until the flood came,
and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man
be. Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the
other left. Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall
be taken, and the other left." Compare this account with the 17th of
St. Luke, and then put the question to yourselves, "When the Son
of man cometh, shall He find faith on the earth? " (Luke xviii. 8.)
This is a very hard question -to answer. Shall there be then any pure
Gospel? Shall there be then any true faith in the Lord Jesus Christ?
Shall there be then any faithful brethren upon the earth? The question
seems to imply that believers will be few in number, and that unbelief,
error, and ungodliness will be rampant.
I shall now quote some Apostolic Prophecies which bring before us
the state of the professing Christian Church either during or at the
dose of this dispensation. St. Paul's words to the Church at EphesUB
are these: "For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous
wolves enter in among you, not. sparing the flock. Also of your own
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples
after them" (Acts xx. 29-30). Of these things the Apostle warned
the Ephesians continually. He speaks to the Corinthians of "false
.apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the ministers
()f Christ" (2 Cor. xi. 13). Now, these are the ministers of Satan and
not of Christ. The Apostle often speaks of the literal coming of the
Lord Jesus Christ in his epistles to the Thessalonians (1 Thess. iv.
15). But before His coming again literally, he assures them of this
fact, that there must be" the falling away first "-THE GREAT APOSTASY,
which is very fully described in the 2nd Epistle, the 2nd chapter.
Again, " This know also that in the last days perilous times shall come.
For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
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blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural
affection, truce-breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers
of those that are good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures
more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but denying the
power thereof: from such turn away" (2 Tim. iii. 1-5). Can a person
read this Scripture and say that it is not a true picture of our own
times ~ I think not. "Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and
worse, deceiving, and being deceived." I shall now refer you to the
words of St. John. He says: "Believe not every spirit, because many
false prophets are gone out into the world." "Ye have heard that
Antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists." "We
know it is the last time" (1 John ii. 18, iv. 1). Antichrist denotes
opposition to Christ. This describes a pharisaical class of carnal professors. I t denotes substitution. . This describes popes and priests
who sit in the temple of God, showing themselves that they are God.
It denotes equality. This describes those who regard Christ as a mere
man, and that He is only like one of themselves. If ProphMy has
said there will arise false Christs, false prophets, false teachers, false
brethren, false doctrines, and false practices in the professing Christian
Church during this dispensation, then I venture to say that our view
of the" leaven" is supported and confirmed by PROPHECY.
It is also supported and confirmed by Parable. I mean that several
of the parables delivered by our Lord teach us that the professing
Christian Church during this dispensation, and at its close, will be
in a mixed state-made up of good and bad. I would instance the
following parables: The parable of the tares; the parable of the net
cast into the sea; the parable of the ten virgins; the parable of the
talents; and of Christ's coming again in judgment upon the nations,
when He will divide the sheep from the goats. In the meanwhile the
wheat and the tares have to grow together. The net cast into the
sea has to gather of every kind-good and bad. When the Son 'of
man returns, He will find both wise and foolish virgins in the kingdom,
and both profitable and unprofitable servants in the professing Christian Church. If this be so, then our view of the" leaven" is supported
and confirmed by PARABLE.
But our view of the" leaven" is supported and confirmed by Proof.
What we mean by PROOF is this, that our view is supported and
confirmed by the evidence of experience. What is the present state of
things ~ Do not the Romanist and the Ritualist place the Church
before the Bible ~ Does not the Rationalist receive or reject the
Bible according to his own inward light? Does not the Agnostic
decline to believe anything about the" UNKNOWN" ~ By him, the
Bible as a revelation is held in abeyance. He may discover, some
day, that it is true, and then he will both receive it and believe it.
These agnostic philosophers admit that" by their wisdom they know
not God" (1 Cor. i. 21). But there are OBJECTORS of all sorts to the
Word of God. There is the Scientific ObjMtor. But why does he
object to the Bible ~Well, because he fancies there are some things
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in the Bible which do not exactly square with his own newly acquired
notions of science. Doubtless, such a scientific man as this, in his
own mind, far surpasses a Barrow, a Newton, a Locke, a ChalmerS',
or a Faraday. Then you have the would-be Critical Objector. And
why does he object ~ Well, he has discovered that there are various
readings in the Scriptures of certain passages, and he is very anxious
to inform everybody that he is acquainted with the fact: It is true
that all careful readers of the Bible knew about this sort of criticism
before, but now they know that he knows. His critical objections
may extend to names and dates-and even to other things. Then
there is the Doctrinal Objector-the objector who denies the sovereignty
of God in the election of a sinner to salvation, who denies the divinity
of Christ and His atonement, who denies the personality of the Holy
Ghost and the Inspiration of the Scriptures.. The ignorant, carnal,
and worldly objector, together with a host of others, we shall pass by;
because that which is at the root of their objection is evidently condemned by that Word to which they object. If what I have now said
be practically and experimentally true, then you have evidence amounting
to PROOF that our view of the" leaven" is supported and confirmed
by PROOF. Think of our argument by PROPHECY, by PARABLE, and
by PROOF.
In conclusion, I fancy an objector may say, "Why then preach the
Gospel to the people ~ Why be so anxious about sending missionaries
to the,heathen ~ If things in the professing Church are to get worse,
and if all the world is not to be converted, why not let them alone in
their ignorance ~ For they are very happy and contented as they
are." My answer is threefold, but very simple, though it may not be
satisfactory to such an objector. The King's command is sufficient
for a King's S,on: "Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel
to the whole creation. He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved, but he that believeth not shall be damned." Here are the
royal orders of the Great King Himself. And who dares to disobey
Him ~ Again, the Gospel has to be preached unto all nations for a
witness.-" And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all
the world for a witness unto all the nations; and then shall the end
come." Our Lord said to His disciples just before He ascended:
" But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judooa, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." \
They were to preach in the Name of Christ among all nations repentance and remission of sins, ·beginning at Jerusalem. And this they
did as the sent witnesses of Jesus. And again, the Gospel is to be
preached among all nations, not because everyone will believe it and
be saved. The preaching of the Gospel has not converted the whole
world, and it never will. But will the preaching of the Gospel be a
failure ~ No! No! Not so! The Gospel has to be preached among
all nations, because God will visit them, "to take out of them a people
for His Name." It is in the preaching of the Gospel, as it is accom-
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panied by the power of the Holy Ghost, the Father has determined
to accomplish His purpose of Grace which He purposed in Christ Jesus
before the world began-" a people for His Name." What people ~
A people beloved of the Father and given by Him to the Son. "Thine
they were and <Thou gavest them Me." "I have laid down My life
for them, and I have redeemed them from all evil." Publish the glad
tidings among all nations. "Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good-will toward men." Let the great Gospel trumpet
be blown, and let its sound be heard to the uttermost parts of the earth,
that the elect of God may be gathered together to Jesus from the four
winds, from one end of heaven to the other." "Then shall the earth
yield her increase; and God, even our own God, shall bless us. God
shall bless us; and all the ends of the earth shall fear Him." Amen!
and Amen!
A SERMON BY THE LATE REV.. WATTS WILKINSON, B.A.
[Hitherto unpublished.]
" Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow,. though they be red like crimson,
they shall be as VJool."-IsAIAH i. 18.
THIS portion, we apprehend, has been precious to many. The
condescension of J ehovah is such that He reasons with those whom
He might justly condemn.
In the verse preceding our text there is an exhortation torepentance,
and then it is said, " Come now, and let us reason together, saith the
Lord" ; but unto whom are these words addressed ~ We should say to
every broken-hearted, Christ-trusting sinner, to everyone that knows
how to value the Saviour; but first we would ask, Who is the person
here speaking ~ It is the second person in Jehovah that condescended
to become incarnate for His beloved people. So that this is the
language of the Saviour to every broken-hearted sinner. When a
sinner is convinced of his guilt and misery as a sinner, this is the
Saviour's language to that sinner, "Come now, and let us reason
together-though your sins be as scarlet they shall be as white as
snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." There
are three things we will refer to, and then we will add a few words by
way of improvement.
First, that every sinner to whom the Lord has purposes of Covenant
love and mercy shall be convinced of sin. Thus many shall be convinced of sin, for that J ehovah has purposes of Covenant love and
mercy to many is certain, for He will bring many sons and daughters
to glory. Now, everyone of these in God's good time shall be convinced
of sin; this is the first lesson which the Lord will teach them; for
when the Lord the Spirit is come He shall convince of sin; He shall
not merely bring a man to a confession that he is a sinner and that
this is a sinful world, and so forth; but the Spirit will come home to
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a man, and say as Nathan did to David, "Thou art the man "-thou
art full of wounds and bruises and putrefying sores-thou art altogether
sinful, there is no health in thee, thou art the man that is exposed to
the dreadful wrath of Almighty God. We trust we are addressing
those whose experience will witness to the truth of these things, that
they are sinners in the sight of God; but should this reach any
unconcerned sinner who is walking on in the love of sin, we pray that
this may be the season when he shall be brought to cry out like the
Philippian jailor, " What must I do to be saved ~" Depend on this,
no one that is not convinced of sin, that is putting off these things,
will ever prize the cleansing here spoken of.
And, secondly, those who are convinced of sin need strong consolation.
If sin be so hateful in the sight of J ehovah that He has said, "The soul
that sinneth it shall die," does not the soul that is truly convinced of
this stand in need of great comfort ~ Well, then, this Scripture affords
full and sufficient ground or consolatiun, "Come now, and let us reason
together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be
as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as
wool." Art thou alarmed under a sense of thy sins ~ "Come now,
and let us reason together, saith the Lord."
Does He say, " Come and let us reason on the nature and conseql\lence
of sin; let us reason on thy state and condition as a sinner "~ Oh
no! instead of this He will pour in oil and wine. He says, Come now,
and let us reason about the nature and property of My precious blood,
let us reason on that fountain which was opened for sin and uncleanness,
let us reason on that cup of wrath which I drank to the very bottom.
You will find in this a strong ground of hope. Though your sins have
been as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red
like crimson, they shall be as wool. You shall be as free from sin and
the curse as if you never had any sin at all, as free as Adam was when
he came out of the hands of his Maker, or as any angel now before the
throne of God. For" thou art all fair, my love, there is no spot in thee."
And then come thou and let us reason as to the Covenant which was
entered into by My Father in eternity past. But then, perhaps, some
broken-hearted soul will say, "How can you prove that my iniquity
is pardoned ~" In the first place, we will prove in the pll~inest manner
that a new heart is the gift of God, and that He has no spiritual gifts
but Covenant gifts.
But first we would say unto you, Jesus has become the Surety of
His people. He has cast all their sins into the depths of the sea; the
Lord will be gracious unto their unrighteousness, and their sins and
iniquities will He remember no more. Every broken-hearted sinner
is a redeemed sinner and interested in the everlasting Covenant of the
great Jehovah, and one of the stipulations is, "I will take away the
heart of stone, and give you a heart of flesh." Another stipulation in
this Covenant is, that the Son of J ehovah's love should bear the sin
of many; and we find that Jehovah has laid on Him the iniquity of all
His Church-" for the transgression of My people was He smitten."
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And our blessed Lord Himself said, "I lay down My life for the
sheep," and then He said to some that were standing near Him, "But
ye are not My sheep."
"No man can call Jesus Lord but by the Holy Ghost," so no man
can come unto Jesus except the Father draw him. So faith is the
same work of the Spirit, for it is His peculiar office to testify of Jesus.
If thy heart is truly contrite thy sins are truly and freely forgiven.
" Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your
sins be as scarlet,. they shall be as white as snow; though they be red
like crimson, they shall be as wool." But by way of improvement
we will observe this rich and sweet portion of the Holy Scriptures is
very encouraging to poor sinners, that God will condescend to reason
on those things which are of the greatest importance. Oh, what could
a newly awakened sinner do without this and similar portions, and
what would many old and grey-headed Christians do without them ~
What a merciful forbearance is here displayed! There is no limit
drawn-though your sins be as scarlet (this is addressed to deep-dyed
sinners). Yet the door is open to whosoever will to come. Perhaps
you have been sinning against a religious education, against light and
knowledge, against the fervent prayers of pious parents. Wellthough your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. " Come unto Me, all
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest "-the
very rest which is here described. Oh, that you may be enabled to
take J ehovah at His word.
How great is the malice of Satan, for he is always endeavouring to
draw you away from God. He is cast out of His presence himself, and
with a true hellish spirit is endeavouring to drag you from Jesus.
Sometimes he will draw you into the pleasures of the world, and sometimes to work for life. Now, it is vain for a newly awakened sinner to
go into the world to rid himself of his burden. I have known some
who have endeavoured to draw their thoughts from these things in
this way; but it would not do. Some have endeavoured to fulfil the
law, to be more moral, to be more holy; but it would not do. How
greatly mistaken are those who think to cleanse themselves. The
blood of Jesus Christ alone cleanseth from all sin, and " though your
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red
like crimson, they shall be as wool."
The dear Lord said, " Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast
given Me be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory."
We pray the Lord, if it be His will, while we are thus attempting to
set forth this subject, that someone may be awakened into a concern
for his soul; and should it be so, we would say unto sueh an one, "Son
or daughter, be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee, for though
thy sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." If, then, these things be
dear to you, oh think how dearly they were bought by the blessed
Jesus. When, believer, you were first convinced of sin and were
48
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trembling under a sight and sense of your wretched, filthy state and
condition, you experienced, though in a very trifling degree, what
must have been the feelings of the dear Redeemer when He bore the
sins of many. Oh, was there any sorrow like unto His sorrow which
was done unto Him, wherewith the Lord afflicted Him in the day of
His fierce anger ~ These views ought to encourage you afresh.
Oh, why art thou fearful, 0 thou of little faith ~ There is no peace
for poor sinners away from the Cross; therefore if you prize Christ,
seek to get nearer to Him. Is it not a highly gratifying consideration
that many have been brought" from time to time to Jesus, ever since
the days of Abel, who knew what it was to believe in Him ~ Witness
the whole company of prophets and holy men of old who were enabled
to look through the types and shadows to the blessed Saviour, then see
all the holy apostles, not to mention the noble army of martyrs, who
rested simply and entirely on the blood of a crucified Jesus. See what
an innumerable number have been brought to glory; and as in the days
of Elijah, when he thought there was not a true believer in the land
(and he was as likely to have known as anyone) God had reserved to
Himself seven thousand who had not bowed their knees to Baal, so
there are to-day many who are seeking the way of salvation, though
unknown to all around them. If we could at this instant look into
every house and every room and corner of this great city, we should
see such iniquity being practised and continued as would make our
blood run cold, but we should also see thousands of our fellow sinners
fleeing to Jesus and putting their souls into His hands. These are the
salt of the earth, and this we are sure of, that unto everyone that hath
shall be given, and from him that hath not shall be taken away even
that which he hath.
Are you, believer, siglpng under some sore temptation ~ Well,
imitate the Apostle. We find him fleeing to the Lord and beseeching
Him to remove the thorn from him. And what was the answer ~
"My grace is sufficient for thee, for My strength shall be made perfect
in your weakness." If men do not come to Jesus there is an awful
passage recorded in this prophecy against them: "There is no peace,
saith my God, for the wicked." We have been speaking to those who
have been convinced of sin and feel their need of a Saviour This
portion has nothing to do with the hard-hearted, unconcerned sinner,
but to the humble and broken-hearted. God says, "Come now, and
let us reason together, saith the Lord; though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow: though they be red like crimson, they
shall be as wool." If we should be addressing any unconcerned sinner,
may it please the Lord to send His Spirit to incline him to look to that
love and mercy which are boundless and everlasting.
A REFINED Antinomian is one who is an Evangelist in the head,
a Pharisee in the foot, a Believer in the tongue, but an Infidel in the
heart.-W. Huntington. c,o.,..~"o__ " __ o' .00__
_
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AN EXPOSITION OF PSALM LXXXVI.

By

THE LATE

MR.

JAMES WRIGHT.

"Bow down Thine ear, 0 Lord, hear me." We have various reasons
given by the Psalmist why God should hear him. He finds a plea
first in his very poverty and need. "For I am poor and needy."
This is one of the pleas we should bring to God; it is a plea put into
our lips by the Holy Spirit Himself. He" delivers the poor and
needy," we are told: that is the revealed character of God. So our
poverty and need constitute a reason why He should bow down His
ear and listen to us.
The second reason is, "For I am holy," margin, " One whom Thou
favourest." And surely believers in Christ are favoured: they are
called in Heb. iii. 1, "holy brethren," separated, or set apart. In
experience, we have to speak hourly of failure in word and act, but we
should never lose sight of the other side-that we appear in Christ
without spot, and we can plead the fact of the holiness which is given
us in Christ as a reason why He should listen to our prayers.
There is another plea in the same verse, "Save Thy servant that
trusteth in Thee." If we can honestly say that to God, it furnishes
another ground of confidence, because He "shows Himself strong in
the behalf of him whose heart is perfect toward Him," who simply
trusts, not looking this way and that way, but straight to Him; who
does not lean on props, but who leans on the living God.
Then in verse 3 it is continuance in supplication, "For I cry unto
Thee daily," not only Sundays-not only on Monday evening, but
" daily"; that is, as often as a sense of need oppresses my spirit, I
instantly lift up my heart to Thee. If we do, whose work is it ~ Not
the work of our natural heart: it is the work of the Holy Spirit in us.
Every inclination of the soul God-ward is the inworking of the Spirit
of God. And if we have the least desire to approach Him, in that
we have the pledge that He will listen, and also answer.
The world rejoices when their" corn and their wine," their material
possessions, increase. This is their only joy, and when these decay
they are depressed and sad. But the Psalmist speaks of another source
of joy, "Rejoice the soul of Thy servant; for unto Thee, 0 Lord,
do I lift up my soul" ; that is, God is his joy. This is another plea.
We have had precious pleas, grounded on the Spirit's work in our
hearts-our poverty and need, of which we are made conscious;
conscious separation to God, and the joy that the soul, through grace,
finds in God Himself. But now comes the strongest plea of all-the
character of God Himself. "For Thou, Lord, art good," and for
this reason He listens to our cry. "It is more blessed to give than
to receive." On this ground who is pre-eminently blessed ~ The
blessed God 'Himself; He is the supreme Giver, and therefore the
supremely blessed One. So there is no stronger plea when coming to
God in prayer than the character of the blessed God (e.g., Ex. xxxii.
11-13; 1 Sam. xxx. 6).
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"Ready to forgive," not to upbraid. The moment there is truehearted confession, there comes forgiveness. "Plenteous in mercy unto
all them that call upon Him." So that we can, each one, write our
names under this. It is like the Gospel invitation, there is no narrowing
it-it is as wide as the necessity of God's people, and includes every
condition in which you and I may be. If you and I call upon Him,
it is like appropriating the promises of God in His Word, and it delights
our God and Father when we grasp it and say, "That is mine."
" Thou wilt answer me." How confident the Psalmist grows through
the experience of God's faithfulness! And that is the result of
trusting God, and living in some measure upon Him: we grow in
confidence in His willingness to meet us in blessing.
PRESSING TO JESUS THROUGH THE CROWD.
(PHIL. iii. 12, 14; MARK ii. 4).
IF unto Jesus thou art bound,
A crowd about Him will be found,
Attending day and night;
A worldly crowd to din thy ears,
And crowds of unbelieving fears,
To hide Him from thy sight.
Yet all the vain and noisy crowd
Is but a thin and lowering cloud,
A mist before thy eyes;
If thou press on, the crowds will fly,
Or if thou faint, to Jesus cry,
And He will send supplies.
This only way can pilgrims go,
And all complain, as thou wilt do,
Of crowds that daily come.
Yet though beset by crafty foes,
And passing through a thousand woes,
They get securely home.
But such as seem to run the race,
And meet no crowd to check their pace,
Are only rambling still;
Not fairly entered on the list,
The gate and narrow way they miss'd,
Which leads to Zion's hill.
o Lord, a cheering look bestow,
Or lend a hand to help me through,
And draw me up to Thee;
And when, through fear, I only creep,
Or dare not move a single step,
Yet Thou canst come to me.
BERRIDGE.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.

'"..

"

..;>

THE past month has been one of much helpful advocacy of the Society
in Brighton, Hastings, and other towns. A tea has been given to the
inmates of our Hornsey Rise Home, and the autumn sale and service
again drew a large number of friends together. In all these engagements the vital and discriminating truths of the Gospel, as the spring
of the Institution, found a prominent place in the addresses given.
The Centenary Fund continues to make satisfactory progress, a
generous gift from an anonymous reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE having
greatly cheered the Committee. In view of the growing defection in
so many branches of the professing Church, it becomes increasingly
necessary to place the Society upon such a financial basis that its
operations in the future suffer no curtailment. But little has been
heard since the death of Mr. C. H. Spurgeon of "The Down-grade
Movement," but it is proceeding with accelerated speed.-May the
Lord in His mercy enable His children to "earnestly contend for the
faith which was once delivered unto the saints," and to support more
strenuously those Societies which seek to stand clear of the entanglements and compromises of the day; to "be kept simple and true,"
as our beloved Editor expressed it in his last Sermon for the Society.
By an Institution such as this, not only are the needs of the Lord's
aged poor ministered to, but the family of faith, so scattered locally,
come into touch with one another in carrying out an object blessedly
free from aught that can possibly raise differences, and bearing upon
it the seal of our Saviour's approval and with the warrant of many
positive Scriptural injunctions. No fewer than 1,656 pensioners, in
all parts of the country, are receiving £12,000 per annum and the
" Morton Gift," and 180 of this number are in our five Homes. As
an illustration of the boon the Society's help is, we quote the following:
T. S., aged 81, and his wife, S. S., aged 80, in Wiltshire, have been
lately placed on the books. In bringing their cases forward a friend
wrote: "I was much grieved to hear him say he was thinking seriously
of soon going to the' big-house' (the Union Workhouse), as he found
himself increasingly unable to do his work. He mentioned this as a
prelude to asking information as to the life there. It gave me heartache
to think of the dear old saint and his wife ending their days there,
especially- after such a long and honourable life of industry. The
, club' he paid into for many years broke up some time ago, and his
life has been one of great vicissitude. I can conceive no higher honour
or privilege than thus to soothe and help the declining days of two
.such members of 'the household of faith,' to whom the 'especially'
so aptly applies." By means of this pension these aged ones are now
enabled to spend their closing days in peace and comfort in the tiny
cottage where they have long dwelt. What a blessing thus to help
battered weary old age, to support its tottering steps and to minister
to its manifold infirmities.
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'Jtote£ltnnt 15encon.
MULTUM IN PARVO.
THE Bishop of Ripon, addressing at J.Jeeds, last month, the clergy
and laity at his Diocesan Conference, expressed an earnest hope that
the new Romanizing hymn-book, "The English Hymnal," would not
be introduced into any church of, the diocese.--Twelve thousand
native Christians of the province of Bandin, Tonkin, have informed
the French President that they renounce the Roman Catholic religion
because the exactions of the Missions are more than they can pay.-The Council of the Church Association has made arrangements for
the holding of large representative meetings in various towns in the
provinces, for the furtherance of the Bill dealing with Ecclesiastical
Disorders, for which Sir George Kekewich, M.P., is responsible. The
text of the measure has already appeared, and we are glad to
hear that as the provisions of the Bill become more generally known
it is gaining increased approval and support.--Two more Ritualistic clergymen have seceded from the ranks of the Established
Church, and joined the apostate Church of Rome, within the past few
weeks. They certainly followed a more honourable course by so
doing than several thousand of the Sacerdotal clergy who continue
to eat Protestant bread while they teach rank Popery in doctrine
and. practice.

OF all tears they are the best that are made by the blood of Christ;
and of all joy, that is the sweetest that is mixed with mourning over
Christ. Oh! it is a goodly thing to be on our knees, with Christ in
our arms before God. I hope I know something of these things. I find
to this day seven abominations in my heart: (1) Inclinings to unbelief.
(2) Suddenly to forget the love and mercy that Christ manifesteth.
(3) A leaning to the works of the law. (4) Wanderings and coldness
in prayer. (5) To forget to watch for that I pray for. (6) Apt to
murmur because I have no more, and yet ready to abuse what I have.
(7) I can do none of those things which God commands me, but my
corruptions will thrust in themselves. "When I would do good, evil
is present with me." These things I continually see and feel, and am
affiicted and oppressed with; yet the wisdom of God doth order them
for my good. (1) They make me abhor myself. (2) They keep me
from trusting my heart. (3) They convince me of the insufficiency
of all inherent righteousness. (4) They show me the necessity of
flying to Jesus. (5) They press me to pray to God. (6) They show
me the need I have to watch and be sober. (7) And provoke me to
look to God, through Christ; to help me, and carry me through the
world.-John Bunyan.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
AT the British Museum last month, under the auspices of the Bible
League, the Rev. John Tuckwell delivered'a deeply interesting lecture
on "Cuneiform Versions of Bible Records." He pointed out as a
proof of the truth of Biblical chronology that Abraham left civilizatioIl
behind him at Ur-civilization sufficient to account for the preservation
of records. Treating of Gen. xiv., he cited Professor Sayee's recent
statements, in the Proceedings of the Society of Biblical Archffiology,
regarding the identification of Chedorlaomer from the ku-ku (Khudu)
tablets. As to the Hittites, the lecturer stated that Professor Sayee
had two days before announced the very important result of excavations
in Cappadocia--the discovery of a Cuneiform copy of the treaty between
Rameses II and the Hittites. Incidentallv the lecturer referred to the
regrets expressed by the Professor at the· fact that, whereas Germans
are doing fine work in excavating at Asshur and Babylon, this country
is doing nothing there. In the British Museum itself, said Mr. Tuckwell
(with apologies for" the digression of a Cuneiform enthusiast") they
had only one Assyriologist to look after all the stored-up tablets.

,.

The National Missionary Society of India, which was started on
Christmas Day, 1905, has now an official organ called the National
Missionary Intelligencer. The young Society has received sixteen
offers of missionary service-three from the Punjab, three from the
United Provinces, two from Bengal, one from Sikkim, two from
Bombay, two from the Central Provinces and Rajputana, and three
from Madras. Up to the end of August subscriptions to the amount
of Rs.l,730 had reached the Treasurer.
The Church Missionary Gleaner, in a most interesting article by the
Rev. G. W. Rawlings, says that a stranger visiting Osaka on a recent
Sunday and wishing to attend a Japanese Church service, "might have
been surprised to find all the churches closed. If he had thought that
this showed indifference on the part of the Christians he would have
made a serious mistake, for never perhaps has anyone day stood out
more remarkably in the history of the Church in Osaka than did that
Sunday. There are seven churches in this large city, three of them
connected with the American Church, under Bishop Partridge's supervision, and four C.M.S. churches under Bishop Foss. It is true that
last Sunday the morning service was not held in them: their pastors
were absent and the church doors were closed. But why ~ Some time
beforehand, it had been agreed that on that day all the seven congregations should meet in the large Y.M.C.A. Hall and hold one great
united service. The object was to try and bring mote clearly into
the minds of the Christians that they were not simply members of
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, Holy Trinity' or of the' Church of the Resurrection,' but that they
formed part of one Catholic and Apostolic Church, acknowledging the
, same I~ord and using the sa~e prayers and Order of Service."
The Y.M.C.A. at Buenos Ayres has received a splendid offer, through
Mr. John RMott, from the International Y.M.C.A. Committee of
America of a sum of £15,000 sterling, provided a like amount can be
raised in that city, and a further additional promise of £5,000 conditionally upon a further similar sum being also raised there. The
full total, £40,000, is to be used to provide lots, buildings, ;lond furnishings for the central or main Y.M.C.A. and 'for a branch of the same.
The amount offered is to be a permanent gift from the International
Committee, as ,an expression of friendship and goodwill, and as
a mark of confidence in the Board of the Association and its
administration.
The Lord's Day Observance Society in a recent issue of its quarterly
paper, 'J;he Lord's Day, passes the following criticism on the recommendations of the Joint Committee of the Lords and Commons
on Sunday Trading: "On the first of these recommendations [that the
general principle of the Act of 1677 in'regard to Sunday trading ought
to be maintained] it may be noted that the fundamental principle of
the Act of Charles II is the recognition of the day as ' The Lord's Day,
commonly called Sunday,' and of its primary reservation as a day of
religious observance and use, both public and private. This aspect of
the question is, however, ignored by the Committee, whose Report
carefully excludes all reference to 'The.Lord's Day,' the title which
for centuries }las been employed in civil .and ecclesiastical legislation
,on this matter~ Another principle of the Act, and of all similar English
legislation for a thousand years past, has also been tacitly set aside:
That on Sunday, as being the Lord's Day, no trading shall be allowed,
except such as can justify itself on the ground of neeessity. . . But
even this restricted permission of Sunday trading was legislatively
confined to certain limited hours of the day. Now newspapers,
smokers' requisites, sweets, fruit, &c., are to be treated as' exemptions,'
though it is evident that, whatever may be thought of them as
necessaries for Sunday use, there is not the slightest excuse for their
sale and purchase on the Lord's Day. . . . And a further fundamental
principLe of the Act is set aside by the proposal to invest local authorities
with power to play fast and loose w~th a matter of the gravest national
concern, in which national advantages and national responsibilities are
at stake. . . . This is nothing short of the Secularist programme:
Appropriate the day; repudiate the Giver."
END 011' VOLUME XLI.-NEW SERIES.
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