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" Who comforteth us in 311 our tribuln.tion, that we ID::ay be able to comfort them which :u-e in """1
troll'ble, b)' the comfort wherewith we ol1r!lelves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

NEARNESS TO JESUS.

" I sat down under His shadow with great delight, wrul His fruit
was sweet to my taste."--SONG OF SOLOMON ii. 3.
ONE of the most inspiring of all the LORD'S promises to His people
in this their day of conflict is that which runs: "To him that
overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, even as I
also overcame, and am set down with My FATHER in His throne"
(Rev. iii. 21). Even to-day believers are, by representation, seated
in heavenly places, for when their risen and ascended LoRD sat
down at the right hand of the FATHER, they in Him also sat down.
As the ApOSTLE writes to the saints at Ephesus: "And hath
raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places
in CHRIST JESUS" (Eph. ii. 6). There we are, beloved fellowbelievers, according to the most certain word of our GOD. " We
who have believed do enter into rest" (Heb. iv. 3). The meritorious sacrifice of the LAMll made this exalted position ours!
From it nothing throughout the whole range of creation can dislodge
us. Is it not written-"As He is, so are we in this world" ~ (1 Jno.
iv. 17). It is on the sole ground of righteousness that we are
accepted before GOD, and He who is in the presence of the FATHER
"for us," is none other than" the LORD our RIGHTEOUSNESS"
(Jer. xxiii. 6). The LORD JESUS CHRIST, in His person and
finished work, "is of GOD made unto us wisdom, and righteousness" (1 Cor. i, 30). It was the glad hope of tbe believing writer
45
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of the Epistle to the Philippians-" That I may be found in Him,
not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that
which is through the faith of CHRIST, the righteousness which is
of GoD by faith" (Phi!. in. 9). The blood of atonement which
found the favo1)l"ed sinner immeasurably far off from GOD, has
brought him so near that nearer he cannot-in righteousness-be!
"By nature and by practice farHow very far from GOD!
Yet now by grace brought nigh to Him,
Through faith in J ESU'S blood.
" So nigh, so very nigh to God,
I cannot nearer be ;
For in the person of His Son
I am as near as He ! "
No nearness can compare with that which consists in union!
The LoRD JESUS Himself declares that He and His are one! What,
then ~ Why, dear brethren in CHRIST, let us adoringly sit down
and rest in this most sure truth! It is our covenanted privilege
and heritage. This precious revealed Gospel truth is the" shadow"
of His living Person. "I sat down under His shadow with
great delight, and His fruit was sweet to my taste." He is the
TREE of LIFE in the Paradise of GOD, and our happy lot it is to
commune with our WELL-BELOVED in ever·growing holy intimacy.
"He brought me to the banqueting house, and His banner over
me was Love" (Song n. 4). The frnit of the SPIRIT never
flourishes so plentifully as when the hearts of believers are in
closest fellowship with CHRIST. It is the office of the HOLY GHOST
to constrain, qualify, and enable grace-justified sinners to sit down
at the table and in the presence of the KING of kings. The royal
dainties spread by His once-pierced hands are the very best that
heaven itself can provide, and of these He bids His blood-bought
guests partake without stint: "Eat, 0 friends, drink, yea, drink
abundantly, 0 beloved" (Song v. 1). There is no fear of repletion
at this banquet. The good wine of CHRIST'S kingdom divinely
cheers the souls of GOD'S elect, and causes them to rejoice with
joy unspeakable, bnt inebriates never. This is that fruit of the
Vine of which the Psalmist writes that it "maketh glad the heart
of man" (Ps. civ. 15); and again: "And the vine said unto
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them, Should I leave my wine, which cheereth GOD and man? "
(Judges ix. 13). Community of joy is the lot of GOD and His dear
children. "Enter ye into the joy of your LORD" is the most
loving, gracious word of welcome He ever addresses to the redeemed
as by faith they enter within the veil and behold the glorious
beauty of their enthroned adorable REDEEMER. What a delightful
" seat" is that which He provides in Gospel nearness unto Himself.
"Where I am, there shall also My servant be." "I sat down
with great delight." Verily, when the SPIRIT of GRACE bears
witness with our spirits that-as the begotten children of GODwe are in our right place when seated in the light of His countenance, no tongue of man or angel can affect to tell the fuIness
of bliss-for "the' love of CHRIST passeth knowledge"-it is a
" being filled with all the fuIness of GOD" (Eph. iii. 19).
Our brief meditation must now close. It shall be in the sacred
words of the beloved hand maid of the LoRD-the late FRANCES
RIDLEY HAVERGAL :~' Sit down beneath His shadow,
And rest with great delight;
The faith that now beholds Him
Is pledge of future sight.
~' Our MASTER'S love remember,
Exceeding great and free;
Lift up thy heart in gladness,
For He remembers thee.
" Bring every weary burden,
Thy sin, thy fear, thy grief;
He calls the heavy laden
And gives them kind relief.
" His righteousness ' all glorious'
Thy festal robe shall be;
And love that passeth knowledge
His banner over thee.
" A little while, though parted,
Remember, wait, and love, .
Until He comes in glory,
Until we meet above:" Till in the FATHER'S kingdom,
The heavenly feast is spread,
And we behold His beauty,
Whose blood for us was shed! "
THE EDITOR"
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OUR SWORN GOD.
" Frrr

verily swear by the greater,. and an oath for confirrooti<m
is to them an end of all strife. Wherein God, willing more
abundantly to show unto the heirs of prrrrnise the immutability of
His counsel, confirmed it by an oath."-HEBREWS vi. 16, 17.
m£n

How marvellous is the gracious condescension of the God of our
salvation! How low He stoops to meet the infirmities of His
beloved people! Although the Word of His promise to faith is in
itself as firm as the eternal throne on which J ehovah sits, yet He
has designed-for the assurance and consolation of the heirs of
promise-to superadd to it an irrevocable oath! Thus He has been
pleaSed to bind Himself doubly to bless His own dear children.
"Surely, blessing I will bless thee." "Surely!" There is the
substance of the Divine oath. Nothing on earth or in hell can
nullify that asseveration of the lips that have never lied. Upon it,
then, faith implicitly relies. Peace and restfulness of conscience
result. God has spoken "once" in His holiness. "Once" is
enough! He has sworn by Hirnself-once-which meets all
contingencies, all -necessities, all conditions-whether spiritual or
temporal.
See here, dear trembling child of God the tenderness of thy
heavenly Father's purpose-" Wherein God, willing [i.e. determining] more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise
the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath." Thus
the fullest assurance has been given of the unalterable intention
of the God of salvation to make His people possessors of His everlasting favour. This Divine assurance is indeed as " an anchor of
the soul, both sure and steadfast." No power of earth or hell can
weaken its hold on the covenanted blessing. Truly, the "hope"
that depends on the two-fold foundation of Jehovah's Word and
Oath is one that can never put to confusion its happy possessor!
An oath, among men, is an end of all strife. How, then, can doubts
and fears in a believer argue prevailingly against the Gospel Word
of God?
Yet, alas, how prone are sin-convinced souls to reflect on the
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fidelity and truthfulness of the Most High! The abundant
evidence of the Father's willingness. to console His dear children in
the midst of their conflicts, cares, and sense of personal unworthiness
is, however, placed on Scripture record to cheer and encourage
them. The trust of the weakest member of the Father's family is
based on His inviolable oath and promise. "He cannot deny
Himself," and it is by Himself that He has sworn that Abraham's
spiritual "seed" shall be blessed. Who can curse when He has.
blessed ~ In vain the false prophet Balaam, who set his heart to
earn "the wages of unrighteousness," attempted this impossible
feat! Nor can" any other creature" obtain an opposite result from
his attack on the oath-promise of Jehovah. "My counsel shall
stand" has once for all passed His lips, and it can never be over
thrown. Oh, how sure and solid a rock of Divine truth has the
grace of faith in the heart of every regenerated sinner-chief.
sinner-to rest and build upon! Well may the humble, needy,
and self-condemning soul sing, even at the worst times :" Wheu darkness veils His glorious face,
I rest on His unchanging grace;
In every high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil ;
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.
" His oath, His Covenant, and His blood
Support me in the whelming flood;
When all around my soul gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay:
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
.ill other ground is sinking sand."
Oh, believel"S all, bless your God for the illt1lwtability of His
salvation counsel!

J. O.
"I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set themselves against me rOlmd about" (Ps. iii. 6). Faith is a fearless grace.
It has quick ears to hear the voice of heaven. It quickly catches the
oft-repeated word, "Fear thou not, for I am with thee: be not dismayed, for I am thy God." Let man come on, boastful of numbers and
vain-glorious in the arm of flesh; faith meets the hosts, strong in the
Lord, making mention only of His name. The victory is sure. Jesus
never lost a battle. No follower of His will ever fall.-Dean Law.
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lIilgtim lIapttf:i.
WELLSPRINGS.
" This is a great mystery; but I speak concerning Christ and the Church."
-EpH. v. 32.
A GREAT mystery indeed. Well may we, if the Apostle could speak
thus, veil our faces as with the angelic throng, and cry thrice, " Holy,
Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!" A great mystery! Love the
theme, the basis, foundation, subject, and the all of it. The union of
Christ and His Church. The union of the Church with her Living
Head in glory! The Divine mind of Jesus, speaking after the manner
of men, was fully occupied with it. For this cause He came; for her
He died, and for her He rose again triumphant o'er the grave. His
first words on resurrection ground declare this living union to Mary :
" I ascend to My Father and your Father; to My God and your God."
And we can never separate the truth and the sweetness of that truth,
that the Church and Christ are indissolubly One in a living union!
Exultantly the soul ponders it and sings :-'
" Lord Jesus are we one with Thee
Oh height, oh depth of love! "
Yes. He is the Church's federal Head. Her Representative, her
Husband, her Saviour, her Righteousness, her Glory. And" He
will not be in glory and leave her behind." The word Church means
an assembly of persons called out or chosen from the mass of man1.;nd ;
and when in Scripture applied to the Church of God, means also chosen
out for a particular purpose. And what is that 1 For worship.
Whose worship 1 Even none other than of the Lord Jesus Christ HilI1!lelf,
as He has said, "In the midst of the Church will I sing praise unto
Thee" (Heb. ii. 12).
" And oh ! what burst of praises
When Jesus leads the song!
The Saviour and the saved
The harmony prolong;
The theme of God's salvation,
The joy is full that day;
The echoes of that morning
Shall never die away."
From all eternity she was chosen in Him to set forth His praise.
For this cause He ransomed her. And in due time she is manifestly
gathered out by Him; distinguished from among a.Il others; she is
constituted as a family of kings and priests for liturgical service. And
through the wilderness she goes leaning upon her Beloved, protected
and preserved, and soon to be presented to the Father with that
heavenly joy·note supremely ringing: "Behold, I and the children
which God hath given ~Ie."
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" For the husband is head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of
the Church; and He is the Saviour of the body." Now the comforting
truth of these words is that Jesus is her Head and Representative and
wholly Responsible One. The purpose and result of the death and
resurrection of Jesus were that believers should and must overcome in
Him, and" Because I live, ye shall live also." In Him the Church
died. In Him she is risen and is seated with Him in heavenly places;
and thus victory is assured.
We see it in the type of the ark. God set that forth as a view
of how the Church of Christ should be seen rising with the rising waters.
Nothing can drown her. "Many waters cannot quench love." And
the higher the waters rise, the higher rises the ark; and thus
is everyone in Christ Jesus. Victory is ultimately hers, whilst safety
and security are her present condition, because her Representative
could and did alone say, " All Thy waves" (of Divine justice and wrath)
" have gone over Me," and He surmounted all the floods, and He is
there her Head at the Father's right hand above! So in confidence
she may sing ;" The moon and stars may hide their light,
The sun may sink in endless night;
The things of nature all decay,
Shall waxen old and pass away;
" But they who in the Lord confide,
That shelter in His wounded side,
Shall see the danger over-past,
Ride every storm, and live at last."
Beloved reader; this Church is our God's object-lesson to the world.
The world reads her, Satan maliciously watches her; in her is the
Divine decree "to make all men see what is the fellowship of the
mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God,
Who created all things by Jesus Christ. To the intent that now unto
the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be InlOwn by
the Church the manifold [the word might be rendered variegated,
many-hued] wisdom of God." She is the subject of angelic contemplation and the world's object-lesson! Oh! beloved, does not this
solemnly close us in with the thought, "What manner of persons
ought we to be in all holy conversation and godliness" ! This great
mystery, unveiled to the eye of faith, and blessed sight to those that
spiritually see. With this glorious prospect of how He will presently
display to wondering worlds that He and His Church are One! Does
not the heart bound as we sometimes sing ;" Hallelujah! Who shall part
Christ's own Church from Christ's own heart,
Sever from the Saviour's side
Those for whom the Saviour died ;Cast one precious jewel down
From_Emmanuel's blood-bought crown!
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" Hallelujah! life nor death, '
"
Powers above or powers beneath, ,
Satan's might nor hell's dark gloom,
Things which are, nor things to come;
Men nor angels e' er shall part
Christ's own Church from Christ's own heart."
R.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1 "
JOHN

i. 14.

" AND the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld
His glory, the glory of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace
and truth." Believing reader, is it not a favour that we are possessed
of grace 1 What shall we render to the Lord for all His benefits
towards us 1 We can only receive .more, and add to our debt of
lovingkindness which we shall never repay! Of course we believe
implicitly in the Scripture history of our Saviour's birth. But that is
not enough. We must have a faith which worketh by love to all the
saints. "In the multitude of people is the King's honour." A multitude will be saved whom no man can number. Oh, what surprises
await us!
The best of the Peace-offering, the richest part, was reserved to God,
thereby denoting the unsearchable riches of Christ. It was dignified
as "the food of God." In what does a man take more pleasure than
in his necessary food 1 The Father's chief delight is in the work of
Christ-in the salvation of His people. The glory of God is intimately
concerned in bringing many sons to glory. These sons must be conformed to the likeness of their glorified Head. Alas! How many
have been the mistakes of our lives; yet, as a dear friend at Stapleton
observed when we last met" My mistakes His free grace will cover,
My sins He will wash away;
And the feet that shrink and falter,
Shall walk through the Gates of Day."

Leweste!'.

MARY.

" THE Lord knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the
ungodly shall perish" (Ps. i. 6). Amid all their trials; sorrows, pains,
reproaches, let the righteous lift up rejoicing heads. The eye of God
rests on their way. He called them to the narrow road. He upholds
their feeble steps. He safely leads them to the glorious end. Unfailing watchfulness surrounds them. But the broad road, with its
unrighteous throng, goes down assuredly to hell. Holy Spirit, give
us the portion of the blessed man! 'May we escape the doom of the
ungodly !-Dean Law.
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THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. XXVIII.
By FRANCIS ROBERTs M.A. 1657, A.D.-Edited by the Rev. J. E.
WALKER,M.A.

(Continued trom page 660.)
IT will nmv be well to preface our Author's judgment upon the relation
of the Sinaitic Covenant to the Eternal Covenant of Grace with some
proofs and evidences, drawn from the ministration of the Law itself
as given at Horeb. These will go far to show that the Law was never
given nor intended as a Covenant of human righteousness. It did
indeed contain, we confess, a republication of the substance and
matter of the broken Covenant of Works, that those who heard its
voice 1'1ight, condemning themselves and brought under conviction'
of sin, be led to flee in a gracious self-despair to the mercy of God,
which mercy of God was revealed, although in dark shadows and in
a mystery, in that ceremonial and sacrificial part of the Law which
belonged to the Covenant of Grace, and which pre-signified the blessings
of that Covenant in Jesus Christ. But this is infinitely different from
being, as many wrongly suppose, a Covenant of human merit and
righteousness. Now that it was not, in the Divine intention, a
Covenant of human righteousness for salvation the very words of God,
before He gave the Law, are sufficient evidence in themselves. It was
manifested, not to an unredeemed, but to a redeemed people; that is,
to a typically-redeemed people, to whom, in the great Exodus' the'
Lamb had been already given, the Lamb of the Passover, the liveliest
type of. the Lamb of Golgotha and the m'ost fundamental sacrifice
of the Old Dispensation.
"The Lord called unto Moses out of the mountain, saying, Thus
shalt thou say to the house of J acob, and tell the children of Israel:
" Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you
on eagle's wings, and brought you unto Myself.
"Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My
Covenant, then ye shallbe a peculiar treasure unto Me above all people;
for all the earth is Mine;
" And ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests, and a h"ly nation.
These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of
Israel" (Exodus xix. 3-6).
How infinitely gentle the words of God remain, even when, in afterdays, sorrowing over the estranged people!
"When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called My son out
of Egypt.
'
" As they called them, so they went from them; they sacrificed
unto Baalim, and burned incense to graven images.
" I taught Ephraim also to go, taking them by their arms; but they
knew not that I healed them.
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" I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love; and I W811
to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I laid meat
unto them.
" He shall not return unto the land of Egypt, but the Assyrian shall
be his king, because they refused to return (Hosea xi. 1-5).
" Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the Lord:
I remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals
when thou wentest after Me in the wilderness, in a land that was not
sown" (Jer. ii. 1-2).
From, then, this preface. to the giving of the Law we may learn the
typical character of the whole people, among whom there was, doubtless, no inconsiderable a nucleus of redeemed and justified souls.
" The history" (says the late Bishop Wordsworth) "of the Exodus
and of the mercies of God to His ancient people in the wilderness,
is continually presented to the eye in the Apocalypse, as a picture of
God's dealings with His Church even to the end of time; and thus we
learn to see a shadowing forth of our own history as Christians in that
of the Israelites in the desert (Exod. xix. 4). ' Ye shall be a peculiar
treasure unto Me.' In Hebrew, segul/ah, from sagal, to acquirea precious treasure acquired with labour, and which is carefully laid
up (Cp. 1 Chron. xxix. 3; Eccles. ii. 8). The phrase in the text is
rendered by the Sept. AaO{ To"fplOll/Tlor and in Mal. iii. 17 fir 7rfP'To"O;~tr<>
whence St. Peter has Aaor fir ""fl}l7rol~tr"" or purchase (1 Pet. ii. 9),
and this phrase is applied by him to the universal Church of Christ,
as purchased by God to Himself by the Precious Blood of His dear
Son, to be His peculiar treasure (Acts xx. 28; 1 Cor. vi. 20, vii. 23 ;
and see on Eph. i. 14; and on Titus ii. 14). Thus the Apostle teaches
us to apply this Scripture to ourselves, and to regard the members of
Christ as the true Israelites, and as heirs of the promises of God.
Here, then, is spiritual comfort and assurance of His favour towards
US."

And so these words in Exodus xix. 5, full of gracious tenderness,
are distinctly preparative for and prophetic of a dispensation more
ecumeuical and universal; "The earth is Mine." This extends
beyond a merely local and temporary dispensation, such as Judaism
was, and, although the Sinaitic ministration introduced a priesthood
of particular descent and tribal limitation, St. Peter's application of
the very words of the Septuagint in this 19th chap. of Exodus proves
incontestably that the Law had its own foreshadowing "of good things
to come," which, had it been the legal Covenant made with Adam,
it could not possibly have had, for that Law only denounces judgment
and death upon the disobedient and the sinner, nor can it do any other
thing. Let us place the words in parallel.
" Ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me above all people; for all
the earth is Mine" (cf. also Deut. xxvi. 17-19).
" And ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation"
(Exod. xix. 5-6). "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises
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of Him Who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous
light" (1 Pet. 2-9).
And that these words, so quoted, belong to the Gentiles is sufficiently
clear from the next verse: "Which in time past were not a people,
but are now the people of God; which had not obtained mercy, but
now have obtained mercy."
So the Sinaitic Covenant in its completeness was not given to increase
man's distance, but, in fact, ministered to those "brought near" in
grace according to its very preface; and so it is sung (Ps. cxlviii. 14):
" The children of Israel, a people near unto Him." "Ye have seen
what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagle's wings,
and brought you unto Myself" (Exod. xix. 4). Thus the Law was
given to a people typical of the Church of God, to whom the promise
of the New Covenant belongs: "I will put My Law in their inward
parts, and write it in their hearts, and will be their God, and they shall
be My people" (Jer. xxxi. 33; Heb. viii.).
St. John, in the Apocalypse, which is an Ecclesiastical History of
the Church written by the pen of Inspiration, repeats the same words :
" John to the seven Churches which are in Asia, Grace be unto you,
and peace, from Him Which is, and Which was, and Which is to come;
and from the seven Spirits which are before His throne; and from
Jesus Christ, Who is the faithful witness, and the first-begotten of the
dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto Him that loved
us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood; and hath made
us a kingdom and priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
Again, these words of WOldsworth seem entirely justified upon
Exodus xix. 8: "All that the Lord hath spoken we will do." "The
alliance of God with His ancient Church is often described in Scripture
under the figure of marriage; and it has been well observed that the
time between the Exodus and the ratification of the Covenant on
Mount Sinai answered to the time of Betrothal (cp. Ezek. xvi. 8; xx.
5; Hosea ix. 10; xi. 1; xiii. 5; Amos ii. 10), and the words in the text
are like those of the Bride promising faithfulness to her Husband;
and the Decalogue and Laws, that follow to the end of the twenty-third
chapter, and which are called 'the Book of the Covenant,' are like
the Marriage-Covenant between the Lord and His Church."
Is not this typical of the subduing of the heart, spiritually betrothed
to the Heavenly Bridegroom, to His Obedience ~ And, yet again,
does not the washing of the people in the water from the smitten rock
(for other water in that desolate and terrible region there could be none)
-typical of the baptism of the soul into the Living Rock (1 Cor. x. 4),
Who was made in His wounds and stripes the Fountain of our peace-signify that only the quickened and cleansed soul can receive or make
promise of that gracious Obedience ~ Was it without meaning that,
when our Lord would say those gentle words, "If ye love Me, keep
My Commandments," He first gave instruction that, where the mall
(nameless in the Gospel, as shadowing forth a Divine mystery) entered
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in bearing a pitcher of water, He would Himself follow to institute
the Feast of love and holy remembrance, and to give to His own those
pre-eminently precious farewell sayings, immediately' before His love
to the !Jhurch of the redeemed was sealed in the most precious Blood?
It may be called hyper-mystical, but we may surely claim lib~rty to
believe that, at so supremely holy a time all the incidents recorded'
in the Gospel have an infinite depth of spiritual meaning in them, and
this among the rest. Then,. further, there is a most definite temporal
analogy in the words (Ex. xix. Il), " Be ready against the third day."
Though it is most true that this particular coincidence of time, as
typical of Resurrection, would seem rather to lie with the Passover
than with the Pentecostal Feast, at which Feast th,e Law was giventhis emphatic mention of the third day seems yet to compel us to
recognize the truth that the Law, given then outwardly and in the
letter to the typical people, is only ministered graciously and inwardly
to the soul that has been justified into Christ and wlited to Him in His
resurrection-life, "Who was delivered (illlto death-the bitter death
of the cross) for our sins, and was raised again (the third day) for our
justification" (Rom. iv. 25). But the chief temporal analogy with
the giving o~ the Law is united to the Feast of Pentecost, "for the
third day" (and here we may be allowed to quote Bishop Wordsworth
again, only adding two necessary parentheses) "was the sixth of the
third month, Sivan; according to the Jewish Calendar, and the same
day as the Feast of Pentecost. Accordingly, at the Feast of Pentecost
that portion of Scripture is read by the Jews which relates the delivering
of the Decalogue. J erome says, that' the Law was given on Mount
Sinai on the fiftieth day after the Exodus; and therefore the Feast
of Pentecost is celebrated in co=emoration of that delivery; and
that it was afterwards fulfilled in the Coming of the Holy Ghost from
heaven, on that day, on the Apostles, who were enabled thereby to
preach the Gospel to the world.' The Law was written at the first
Pentecost at MOilllt Sinai on tables of stone; but at the Christian
Pentecost it was written by the Spirit on the fleshy tables of the heart;
and divine light was then given in order that the disciples of Christ
(justified in His blood from its curse) might illlderstand it; and
divine power, in. order that they might fulfil it. Augustine thus speaks:
, On this day (the day here specified by Moses), the fiftieth after the
Passover, the Law was given which was written on tables of stone by
the finger of God.. Here was a shadow of the future. For on this
day also, the fiftieth after the Resurrection of the True Passover, the
Holy Spirit was given, Who is the Finger of God, and "Vho writes the
Law of Love on our hearts' (justified in grace aud through faith)
'that new Law, to which the Levitical Law looked and for which
it yearned as its own fulfilment (See Jer. xxxi. 31). The Pentecost
was also the feast of wheat-harvest; and at the Christian Pentecost
the Apostles were sent forth to reap a spiritual harvest in all parts
of the world, which is the Field .of Christ.' The Christian Pentecost is always observed upon the third day (the first day) of the
Resurrection."
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, It may' be objected that this is a parallel of contrast rather than
of comparison, and it must be readily allowed that contrast may be
discerned ~n many of these typical parallelisms. Still, no one can
deny that the contrasts that we can discern between the Sinaitic
Covenant as a legal and preparatory dispensation, and the new or
better Covenant, of which it was, as belonging to the Eternal
Covenant, an anticipatory as well as a typical administration, throw
backwards a tender and gracious illumination, penetrating and transfiguring those early shadows with "the glory to be revealed";
softening their veil of mystery by suffering the light of "the gQod
things to come" to shine through, and giving promise, as ministering
to us, of their anti-typical fulfilment in Christ (Heb. xi. 40; 1 Pet. i.
10-12). Contemplated in that glorious fulfilment, they lose their
harsh edges and severe outlines, as the gradual ascending of the sun
in the natural dawn illuminates the clouds of its earlier rising, till the
day receives a real accession of glory from the very contrast of its
first partial and inferior splendour. And who shall say that that
veiled and cloudy rising is not part of the one day? So the one day
of God's Covenant-mercy in Christ, the secular hours of which
synchronize with all the days of man's fallen life from the 'moment of
the first promise, has had its sevenfold increase of ascending brightness
until the meridian of grace was revealed in the Resurrection and
Ascension of Jesus Immanuel and in the Descent and Mission of the
Comforter. Thus the Sinai-Covenant itself promises the New
Covenant-blessings, antitypically fulfilled in Christ. Nor may we
forget that the trumpet of the Law has the same name, " Yobel " *
as the trumpet of the Gospel. It seems rather to summon to grace
than to judgment. It is the trumpet of the Jubilee, of which the
prophet say~ (Isa. xxvii. 13), " And it shall come to pass in that day
that the great trumpet shall be blown, and they shall come which were
ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of
Egypt, and shall worship the Lord in the holy mount at Jerusalem." l'
When we turn to the Law itself, we find in its initial words a Divine
testimony to its true intention. It is not ministered for justification,
as afterwards the Judaising Christians would have perverted it, against
which abuse St. Paul's vehement words in the Epistles, especially
those to the Roman and Galatian Churches, are directed. These are
the first words of the Law; "I am the Lord thy God, Which have
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out 0/ the house 0/ bondage"
(Heb. of servants; Exod. xx. 1). It is given to a people (again we
would urge) typically redeemed and delivered, who had experienced
the Divine mercy in the first Passover and in the Exodus, and who
had been brought near to Him by His grace and power (Ps. cxlviii. 14 ;
Hosea xi. 1): And' in the first two Commandments only is the first
Person of direct address employed to render this deliverance more
emphatic. Mterwards it is always the third Person-" The Lord
* Exod. xix. 13.

t Cp. Gill on Isa. xxvii. 13.
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thy God." We see how constantly the pronoun of relation and
possession which belongs to Covenant·Love-love, in which eternal
mercy gives Itself to the people for whom Christ died (St. Matt. i. 21)is repeated by God in unwearying grace, " the Lord, thy God."
A further evidence of the intention of the Law, as a Covenant of
espousal unto those who were of the election of grace under that
dispensation, and to whom faith of the operation of God "was given
to look through the typical veils to the anti-typical fulfilment, is t<l be
found in the attribute, Self-revealed, in the second Commandment:
"I, the Lord thy God, am a jealous God." In that sweetest song of
Christ and the Church (Cant. viii. 6)-(and we would specially notice
the allusion to the Exodus in the preceding verse)-the love of the
heavenly Bridegroom is said by the Church to be "strong as death,
and its jealousy cruel as the grave," and then the Covenant·Name
is uttered, and there only the Divine Name is found in the Canticles"The coals are the flame of Jehovah "-for, as the Epistle t<l the
Hebrews says, after those precious words of the New Covenant which
contrast Zion and Sinai, "Our God is a consuming fire." It is this
that makes St. Paul write, " I am jealous over you with godly jealousy;
for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present yOIl as a
chaste virgin to Christ" (2 Cor. xi. 2).
These words are excellently true, "Deus Zelotes" (Vulg.). The
word is from the root kana, to be red, to burn with indignation, or love,
or other vehement affection. And this is said of God in condescension
to our understandings, in order to teach us that He will not bear any
rival, but will punish all defection from Himself. Thus also He
declares His love for us, in order that we may cleave to Him and Him
alone. He therefore does not disdain to call Himself the Husband
of the Church (Jer. ii. 2; Hos. ii. 19); whence idolatry is called
fornication in Holy Scripture (Deut. xxi. 16; Judges ii. 17; Jer. iii. 9).
Christ adopts the same figure of marriage in order to declare His
affection for us (see John iii. 29; Matt. ix. 15) (Wordsworth). Nor
should it be unremembered that the Law in its own utterance destroys
the blind security of those who trust, as the Jews did, in carnal descent
(St. John viii. 39). Judgment visits the third and fourth generation
"if the children are remaining," says Augustine, "in the impiety
and imitation of their parents' evil"; but grace and the visitation
of mercy have nothing to do-the Law itself being witness-with
natural birth or privilege. The compassion and mercy of the Eternal
are unto thousands; "unto (this is the Hebrew) thousands, to them
that love Me." Abraham's seed are only the Spiritual Seed of grace
and faith (St. John viii. 33, 45). And so the Law, ministered by the
mediation of Moses as a servant in his own house, seems rather tuned
to the sweet voice of the Gospel, and the Law-giver is called God's
" friend," with Abraham and with the saints of the New Covenant:
"Henceforth I call you not servants, but friends." To those, who
only heard Moses, he was" the servant"; to those who heard the
Son, He is "the friend" and the prophet like unto Moses. But we
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may trace still more exactly the Spirit and intention of the Law in
its own words. Is not the institution of worship and the sanctification
of a day for communion with God a sufficient token that the law was,
in its inner heart, for a redeemed people, "brought near unto God" 1
And therefore, although the sanction of the Sabbath is derived not
from any national or local relation, but rather from the institution of the
weekly rest at the creation-.not from the exodus out of the house of
bondage, but from "the making of the heaven and the earth"yet the Covenant-Name and relation are expressly continued in the
fourth commandment-the sabbath of Jehovah, "thy God."
And the six commandments of human righteousness that follow
are heralded and hallowed with this name of Covenant-grace, also"Jehovah, thy God."
The" law of the altar," the confirmation of the Covenant, and the
second'" Covenant at Ebal and Gerizim must occupy another paper,
and then, after one on the doctrine of the Law in the New Testament,
we shall be prepared to receive our devout author's judgment upon
the important question involved.
(To be continWJd.)
AN ADDRESS BY MR. JOHN E:.HAZELTON,
AT THE OPENING OF THE NEW MOUNT ZlON CHAPEL, ST. JOHN'S
WOOD ROAD, N.W., SEPT. 30TH, 1908.
CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, I do not wish to interpose between you and those
who have kindly come to address US, but as the Pastor of this church
and congregation I desire on their behalf, and on behalf of the deacons,
and on my own behalf, to tender to all friends here to-night from other
churches the heartiest of welcomes. Your presence gladdens us this
day, and we regard it as a token for good from our Covenant God.
We meet here with our heam filled with gratitude to Him who has
enabled us as a church and people to erect this chapel and the schoolrooms. We are thankful to God for having inclined the heart of one
friend to present us with a freehold, and we praise Him from whom all
blessings flow for the personal care and attention to details which have
been ungrudgingly given by one and all who have superintended the
work. Our people have offered willingly. God has graciously favoured
us, and we look forward to the future with hope and courage, praying
that for long years to come God's own blessed Gospel may be maintained here.
"The church which has migrated from Hill Street Chapel to this new
building occupied the old place for upwards of eighty-one years. We
are just continuing our history in the new place. We have not come
here with a new Gospel; we have not come here with a modified Gospel;
we1.have not come here with our Articles of faith changed; they were
• Dent. xxix. 1.
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framed by the glorified fathers of this church as a basis:and safegua.rd,
and as long as the present ministry continues they will not be suffered
to become a dead letter. Those Articles clearly and definitely express
what I term "Covenant truth," and Covenant truth consists in these
outstanding things amongst many others, the eternal love of a Triune
God, the eternal Father, the eternal Son and the eternal Spirit; eternal
. and personal election; particular redemption; saving faith, not the
duty of unregenerate persons, but of the gift and by the operation of
God the Holy Ghost.
This is the Gospel which T desire to preach. I am not here to add
something new which would practically nullify our Articles of faith.
A friend said to me the other day (not anyone here), "There is a new
order of things in our churches in the present day." What did he
mean? I do not like indefinite phraseology; I hate it, especially in
connection with the things of God. In the momentous and solemn
work of the Gospel ministry there should be no cloudiness and no doubt.
People should be qnite sure of the side on which their Minister is by
his utterances, and rather than abate one jot or tittle of the Gospel of
sovereign and distinguishing grace, I would depart and minister in the
humblest of bnildings to a few people to whom God's Truth is dear.
I stand for the old order, not in a spirit of stupid resistance to improve·
ment, but because the old order means the everlasting Gospel, under
the faithful preaching of which, in the former days, our chapels were
filled and spiritual life and prosperity abounded.
I desire to set these truths in the forefront, not because they are in
these Articles, but because they are in this Book ~the Bible), and
because I trust by Divine grace God has written them in my heart.
I preach them because I love them; because I live upon them; and
so long as this poor stammering tongue can speak I will preach this
Gospel and no other. God honours His own truth, and may He help
all our brethren here clearly, Scripturally and experimentally to set
forth the glorious Gospel of the blessed God.
This is a Calvinistic church. I am a Calvinist; I use the word for
want of a better, and because all know what it means. I nail my
colours to the mast, and by the grace of God I will never lower them.
The truths we preach are the best bulwark against Romanism and
Ritualism and Theologies new or mended. We need a wave of spiritual
power, and that will never come by the introduction of modern un·
scriptural expedients, such as solo singing and cheap imitations of
popular revival services, but by the power of the Holy Spirit, for
whose reviving and renewing we need to pray with confession and
absolute dependence.
This is the Gospel which was preached by J oseph Charles Philpot,
J oseph Irons, Augustus M. Toplady, John Foreman, J ames Wells, and
my own dear father, and a host of others to whom we indeed are but
pigmies. It is a Gospel to live by, and a Gospel to die by. May it
sound forth from this pulpit to the praise and the glory of God, till
Christ shall come again.

THE

LATE

REV.

TITUS

E.

LAURIE
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE REV. TITUS E. LAURIE.
WE sorrowfully publish the Portrait of our dearly beloved brother in
Ohrist, the late REV. TITUS E. LAURIE, cordially endorsing all that
the Rev. William Syke3 and Mr. J. W. Smith speak of the grace of
God which dwelt richly in him.
SUBSTANOE OF AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BY MR. J. W. SMITH IN GREAT
MUSGRAVE OHUROH, WESTMORLAND, AT THE FUNERAL, OCT. 19, 1908.
My HEARERS,-By request of my beloved friend and brother in Ohrist,
and consequently in performance of a sacred trust, I address to you a
few remarks-necessarily brief-on this solemn occasion.
With characteristic modesty; dear Mr. Laurie's request is accompanied by the wish that I shall not praise him. This wish I am anxious
to respect, nor indeed is it necessary that I should make more than
passing reference to the beautiful character and courtliness of this
Ohristian gentleman who was well·known to you all and who endeared
himself to everyone with whom he came in touch. Thanks to the God
of all grace, I have something even far better than this to speak of, and
if in the course of my remarks I mention the name and work of the
departed saint, it will be but to magnify the grace of God of which he
was such a shining example. Had I no theme but that of sorrow this
afternoon, silence would be more becoming; but in the very presence
of the grim monster, death, it is my privilege to utter in triumphant
tones, "Thanks be unto God which giveth us the victory througlt
our Lord Jesus Oltrist."
True, we who are God's children meet here and mourn together that;
one we loved is severed from us for a little while, but we sorrow not as;
those who have no hope. In our sorrow we are reminded of our blessed'
Lord, who wept at the tomb of one He loved, and whom He was about
to raise from the dead-and, beloved, the body of our brother now
before us is soon to be raised from among the dead-and our hearts are
comforted by the fact that the sympathizing Lord Jesus then taught
us that gennine sorrow is not inconsistent with deep and abiding joy,
for at the tomb of Lazarus He who is the Resurrection and the Life
said, "Father, I thank thee." And what great cause have we for
thankfulness to-day, for has not God declared, "Precious in the sight _
of the Lord is the death of His saints"? How wonderful is this
statement! and our amazement grows as we think of another declaration of God, "By one man sin entered into the world, and death by
sin, and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned." One
declaration is the antithesis of the other; and yet God, in infinite grace,
declares the dread penalty to be that with His saints which is precious.
in His sight. Why is this? The answer is very, very simple, and yet.
unutterably profound. It is because the saints themselves are inexpressibly precious to God; consequently everytlting that concerns.
46
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them is of great importance to Him. All their times are in His hand.
Everything for the saints has been provided for by their Covenant
three-one God. All difficulties have been, are, and will be met. Even
in death they but lay down the earthly house of their tabernacle as a
preliniinary to being clothed upon in resurrection with their house
which is from heaven.
Some of you may ask why the saints are so precious in God's sight 1
The answer, my hearers, is only to be found in God Himself. We
cannot get behind the shadow of His throne, nor fathom the unchangeable and everlasting love of J ehovah-Father, Son, and Holy Ghostto His dear people. But God has told us they are" in Christ Jesus,"
and has revealed to the objects of His love much of what this means.
They are told (using the language of Scripture) that they were chosen.
" in Christ" before the foundation of the world, and further, that there
is no condemnation to them that are" in Christ Jesus." You see all
this has been met for them by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, who was
made sin for them and "in Whom" they have redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of God's
grace. By the precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ they are brought
nigh to God.
" So near-so very near-to God,
Nearer they cannot be ;
For in the Person of His Son
They are as near as He."
"In Christ" they are blessed with all spiritual blessings in the
heavenlies; their life is hid with Christ, and when Christ Who is their
life shall appear, then shall they also appear with Him in glory.
o wondrous love! The saint conscious in any measure of his glorious
position" in Christ" can surely sing with unspeakable joy,
" So dear---.so very dear-to God,
More dear I cannot be ;
The love wherewith He loves the Son,
Such is His love to me."
Need we now ask why everything concerning the saints here should
be precious in God's sight 1 The Psalmist, by the Holy Ghost, said,
"How precious are Thy thoughts toward me, 0 God." Can you; my
hearers, by God's grace, say this 1
Now, our departed brother in early life was brought by the gracious
teachings of God the Holy Ghost to rejoice in these wonderful truths,
and thereafter his time and talents (and they were many) were devoted
to the work of the ministry. He loved to preach, and during the long
and painful illness which has terminated in his death, he only desired
to be restored to a measure of health that he might again" preach the
Word."
As you all know, he was an acceptable-and until increasing infirmity prevented-a frequent speaker on total abstinence platformsand as such was well known throughout Cumberland and Westmorland.
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But all over the country he was known as a Protestant stalwart. He
never missed an opportunity of upholding Protestant principles and
denouncing with all his might the Romanizing influences which are
working with such pernicious effect within the Church of England.
Chiefly, however, and I know this is news to some present, he was loved
and honoured in all parts of the United Kingdom as a clear and faithful
exponent by voice and pen of the discriminating truths of free and
sovereign grace. He never hesitated to declare the whole counsel of
God, and hundreds in various parts, on reading of his death this week,
will thank God for edification and building up received in days gone by
through the ministrations of Titus Edward Laurie.
Will you excuse a personal note here 1 When 19 years ago, as a
youth, I came from the south of England to reside in Cumberland, one
of the first persons I sought was the faithful Rector of Bewcastle. A
friendship then commenced only to be severed by his death, and to-day
I mourn the loss of one who was dearer to me than many of my own
kith and kin. He was a faithful friend aa well as a faithful preacher.
Many of my happiest hours have been spent with him, and in his
company I have experienced the communion of saints to be a priceless
privilege. A few words more and I have done. For many years it
was the custom of this dear saint to preach a series of sermons on the
Second Coming of the Lord, a truth dear to his heart, and it is in consequence of the" blessed hope" of the Church of God that some here
to-day rejoice in tribulation. Our Lord· haa gone before. He i. on
the Father's throne. The Lord is coming again. We shall not all
sleep. The sleeping saints shall be raised, and we shall be changed.
How soon we know not. Our citizenship is in heaven, from whence also
we look for the Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ, Who shall fashion anew
the body of our humiliation, that it may be conformed to the body of
His glory according to the working whereby He is able to subdue all
things unto Himself. My hearers, listen, " I would not have you to be
ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow
not, even as others which have no hope ... For this we say unto you
by the Word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the
<loming of the Lord, shall not precede them which are asleep. For the
Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the Archangel, and the trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise
first; then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we
ever be with the Lord." This preciou. portion of God's Word closes
with an exhortation from God Himself: "Wherefore comfort one
another with these words." These are indeed comforting words to
the dear children of God. Are they comforting words to you, my
hearers 1
I have done. Our brother's departed spirit is safe in the keeping
of the Lord. His body is now about to be placed in its resting-place,
to await the assembling-shout, and though we leave our blessed dead
":aa sorrowful," may it be " yet alway rejoicing."
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AN ApPRECIATION.
HILLSBOROUGH VICARAGE, SHEFFIELD,
.

Nov. 11th, 1908.

DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-

It is with melancholy pleasure that I accede to your request to
write an Appreciation of the late Rev. T. E. Laurie.
Mr. Laurie was born at Royston Hall, Kilburn, LondolY, in 1843, and
I became acquainted with him in Jan., 1885, nearly twenty-four years
ago. It was from him that I heard the discriminating doctrines of grace
for the first time in my life. He was my spiritual father; and who can
describe the love of a spiritual son towards his spiritual parent 1 The
ministerial life of my revered Pastor was divided into three parts. Tbe
first occupied 7~ years, spent at Calder Bridge, Wythop, and Great Asby,
in Cumberland. In the second period he was for 23 years Rector of
Bewcastle, twenty miles north of Carlisle (1874-1897). This parish is
ten miles long, with a rectory ten miles away from a railway st~tion.
Here his life's great work was performed, and notwithstanding the
scattered population and almost inaccessible district, many of the
Lord's elect were called by grace. There never was a country parish
better organized and systematically worked, upon strictly spiritual
lines, than Mr. Laurie's; and never was a faithful minister more
loved and more highly respected. Divine services were regularly
conducted morning and evening in the ancient parish church on the
Lord's Day. At Kinkry Hill, Road Head, five miles from the Rectory,
Mr. Laurie, in all kinds of weather, used to walk to conduct a service
every Sunday afternoon. This devotedness soon brought out the
sympathies of his parishioners, who presented him with a horse and
trap-many of the subscribers being staunch Presbyterians. Brotherly
love strongly existed between the Presbyterian Minister and the
Episcopalian Rector; for both of them loved to preach the Doctrines of
Grace. Mr. Laurie even went so far as to teach the Assembly's Shorter
Catechism in his Sunday schools. A Sunday school and Mission church
were erected at Road Head, through the instrumentality of Mr. Laurie;
and devoted teachers in Mr. John Henderson, Miss Graham, the late
Rev. John Foster (then a promising youth) and others greatly assisted
the revered Rector. I might here add that Mr. Laurie was enabled to
raise the stipend to £200 per annum, and also to make considerable
improvements to the Rectory. Another remarkable feature of Mr.
Laurie's activity was the conducting of services in the farm houses.
How I love to speak of these! How can I help but love these meetings,
for it happened that at one of them, through Mr. Laurie's indisposition,
I was called upon to speak for the first time in my Master's name.
I have seen as many as fifty people assembled in the large farm-house
kitchens. As a visitor, Mr. Laurie excelled, and it qnickly became
recognized by his parishioners that the reading and exposition of the
Divine Word, together with the offering up of prayer to God, formed
the main purpose of his visitations. The sick, too, were most carefully
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looked after both in body and soul. As a preacher, Mr. Laurie was
ever' faithful to his Divine Master in proclaiming the whole counsel of
God. Predestinating love, particular redemption, efficacious grace,
final preservation, together with man's total depravity. were constantly
the bases of his teaching. He was an extempore preacher of considerable
ability, presenting the glorious Gospel in such a manner that even
opponents often admired and appreciated his zeal and earnestness.
The following is an extract taken from Mr. Laurie's sermon on
" Election" :"It is believed that, where this precious truth is sealed home to the
heart by God the Holy Spirit, there will be a corresponding life in
holiness. The great want of our day is not the profession of religion,
but a holy life, the outcome and result of a true and living faith in Jesus;
and this can never be attained but by the blessing of the Spirit on the
sacred truths of God. And where the truth is with-held, and something else substituted, it must be in vain that we look for the blessed
result of a close walk with God, and a holy conversation with the
Redeemer in our wilderness wanderings."
Mr. Laurie had an excellent library and he was a wide and carefnl
reader. But his greatest stndy was the Greek of the N.T. He once
told me that the late Bishop Waldegrave asked him at his Ordination
to read one chapter a day. He greatly valued that good Bishop's
counsel. and kept it up to the very last. He was an excellent French and
Latin scholar, and one of his favourite pastimes was to read John
Calvin in Latin. What about the fruits of his ministry ~ some may ask.
Never did he seek the applause of men, but always the approval of his
Divine Master. Yet it is my joy to testify that in that ever sacred
place, Bewcastle--to me and mine--many souls were born again and
built up in God's truth through the faithful preaching of Mr. Laurie.
By his influence and beneficence, two young men entered the Ministry
of the Church of England, and his adopted son, Mr. Matthew R. Laurie
will, by God's grace, soon make the third. I was the first, and it is a
matter of heartfelt thankfulness to our Covenant God, and the fullest
appreciation of Mr. Laurie, that I was taught to love those principles
with which the GOSPEL MAGAZINE has ever been identified. The Rev.
John Foster, whose photo and obituary appeared in the" G. M." for July
last, was the second. Need I add that we both have endeavoured to
follow the good example of our gifted teacher? Concerning the third
period of Mr. Laurie's ministerial life (1897-0ct. 16th, 1908) at Great
Musgrave, I leave .the account to my friend Mr. Smith, of Penrith, for
he was closely in touch with him to the end, and gave a most sympathetic
address at the funeral on Monday, Oct. 19th.
At the request of the deceased Rector, I was privileged to perform the
last rites. In the quiet churchyard of Great Musgrave, near Appleby,
close to where the River Eden meanders in its course to the Solway Firth,
lies the redeemed dust of the spiritually-minded Titus Edward Laurie.
It remains for me to say that nothing could exceed the kindness of Canon
Shepherd, Vicar of Appleby and Rural Dean, who most considerately
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took full responsibility in seeing that the sacred wishes of his late friend
should be carried out in their entirety. The extempore prayer offered
by him in the vestry after the service (as well as others at the
Rectory) will long be gratefully remembered; for he prayed that, if it
were God's will, the sacredness of that life and day might be solemnized
to each one of us, and that we might be enabled to look for "that
blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ."
Yours in Him,
WILLIAM SYKES.
(Titus's " own son after the common faith." )
I>.S.-I hope (D.V.) to occupy the pulpit of Great Musgrave on
Dec. 6th, 1908.
ALONE WITH JESUS.
ALONE with Jesus, oh, how sweet
To leave earth's cares behind;
And at the hallowed mercy-seat
Salvation's joy to find!
Oh, let me ever long to be,
My dearest Lord, alone with Thee.
Alone with Jesus, as I pace
The busy haunts of men;
Sometimes the whispers of His grace
I've heard, and answered then:
Oh, Jesus, let me ever beAt home, abroad-alone with Thee.
Alone with Jesus, far away
Upon the pebbly strand;
Where wide the beams of opening day
Are flung o'er sea and land:
The brightest day, dear Lord, to me,
Is when I am alone with Thee.
Alone with Jesus, when the night
Hath closed around my bed;
And visions from the world of light
Come floating round my head:
The darkest hour is light to me,
When I'm alone, dear Lord, with Thee.
Alone with Jesus let me close
This life's tempestuous war;
How blest in Jesus to repose,
And wake on Canaan's shore;
To dwell throughout eternity,
But not alone, dear Lord, with Thee.
W. S. ROBINSON.
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NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT STRETTON CHURCH,
SUNDAY EVENING, OCT. 25TH, 1908.
By THE REV. WILLIAM LUSH, RECTOR.
" I rose up to open to my Beloved,. and my oonds dropped with myrrh,
and my fingers with sweet smelling myrrh, upon the handles of the
lock."-SONG OF SOLOMON V. 5.
" WHILE the Bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept." How
true is this of the Church of God iu every age! The preceding verses
of this chapter clearly set forth this fact-a fact which is known, alas,
too well to every child of God. What a mercy that amid all the changes
of the believer's experience, many waters cannot drown His love,
neither can the floods quench it. Look at the epithets He uses in the
preceding verse. He calls His slumbering one, "My sister, my love,
my dove, my undefiled." When His mother and His brethren on one
occasion stood without, desiring to speak with Him, Jesus Christ
addresses His disciples in the words, " Who is My mother, and who are
My brethren," and Himself answering the question declares, "Whoso
shall do the will of My Father which is in Heaven, the same is My
brother and sister and mother."
If any man is willing to do His will, he shall know of the doctrine
whether it be of God; and yet how often we find it true" That to will .
is present with us, but how to perform that which is good we find not."
So was it here, and yet still His love remained, for" I have loved thee
with an everlasting love" is yet true of every member of His Church.
Still His dove, still His undefiled, her standing in Christ the same,
notwithstanding the apathy and indifference too often manifested by
her.
Look at the willingness of Christ to hold communion with His
people, "Open to Me." "If any man hear My voice, and open the
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me "
(Rev. iii. 20).
Observe, here is communion. Just as in the case of the prodigal
who had been clothed with the best robe, adorned with the ring, and
his feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel of peace-" Let us eat
and be merry "-sitting at the same table, the evidence of communion
and fellowship. Note here that this knock is not the knock at an
unconverted sinner's heart, for that were to knock at the door of the
dead. Be not deceived, Christ never knocks there; He enters, and
takes possession. "When a strong man armed keepeth his palace,
his goods are in peace; but when a stronger than he shall come upon
him and overcome him, he taketh away all his armour wherein he
trusted, and divideth the spoiL" It had been a poor thing for you
and me if Christ had done less than this when we lay dead in trespasses
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and sins; but having quickened our souls into life, and brought us into
sensible union with Himself, He does knock at the door of our heart
when He sees us growing cold, and leaving our first love with the cry,
" Open to Me, for My head is filled with dew and My locks with the
drops of the night." As much as to say, Behold My sufferings for you,
for while" foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, the
Son of Man hath not where to lay His head."
But even this will not rOuse the indifference of the sleeping soul, who
by sin has grown callous like David, and needs to be aroused by that
powerful voice of love which alone can reach the heart and whisper
to the soul, " I have healed thy backslidings, I will love thee freely."
"~ly beloved put in His hand by the hole of the door, and my
bowels were moved for Him." That same hand of power of which I
read, "The hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number
believed "-that hand which is not shortened that it cannot save; and
of which J abez knew the need when he cried, "Oh, that Thou wouldest
bless me indeed, and that Thine hand might be with me." This hand
effected an entrance through the hole of the door, and mercy it is that
a believer, however far he may have wandered, or however cold he may
have grown in the things of God, has always left him an aperture, however small, at which his loving Saviour can effect an entrance. And
when He begins to work effects will soon be seen. There will be a
calling forth through the power of His efficacious grace of godly sorrow
for sin, like that of Peter, who went out and wept bitterly; and also of
an affection that was still found in the heart of him who denied his
Master, finding expression in the words, "Thou knowest all things,
Thou knowest that I love Thee." "My bowels were moved for him."
This demonstra~es the same affection that J oseph had for his brethren,
when it is said, " And J oseph made haste, for his bowels did yearn upon
his brethren "-the same affection which J ererniah had when declaring
to his countrymen the judgments that were coming on them for their
sin, vented his feeling for them in the touching words, "My bowels,
my bowels, I am pained at my very heart "-that same affection that
Paul had for Onesimus when sending back the runaway slave to his
master Philemon, he penned the touching words, "Thou therefore
receive him, that is, mine own bowels." We love Him because He
first loved us, and, however far off we may have wandered, the forgiven
child well understands the parable which Jesus uttered when, referring
to the creditor which had two debtors, the one owing five hundred
pence, the other fifty, He asked Simon the pointed question, "Tell Me,
therefore, which of them will love him most ~" And, looking at the
woman, which was a sinner, at His side, says of her, "Her sins which
are many are forgiven, for she loved much "-~lnuch love being the
evidence of the depth of her depravity. But the moving of the bowels
is connected with the personal realization of forgiving love. "He
said unto the woman, Thy sins are forgiven thee, go in peace." Mark
next what the apostle describes as the" labour of love," " I rose up to
open to my beloved."~ No longer, "I have put off my coat, how shall
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I put it on; I have washed my feet, how shall I defile them 1" But
note in passing, that though God does not cast away His children for
their lukewarmness, He chastises them on account of it. "My beloved
had withdrawn. I sought him, but I found him not." Still the
precious truth remains, " Rejoice not against me, 0 my enemy; when
I fall I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord will be a light unto
me."
" My hands dropped with myrrh, and my fingers with sweet smelling
myrrh, upon the handles of the lock." Here observe that the lock
was the barrier which prevented the opening of the door, and so fitly
signifies that unbelief-the sin that doth so easily beset us-which all
God's children feel frequently to predominate. How many seem
to think unbelief to be that which they can easily displace or remove, bu't
a child of God who knows the plague of his own heart has often to cry
out:"Oh, could I but believe,
Then all would easy be;
Lord, send the Spirit of Thy Son
To work that faith in me."
Or, agam:" If unbelief's that sin accurs'd,
Abhorr'd by God above;
Because of all opposers worst,
It fights against His love;
" How shall a heart that doubts like mine,
Dismayed at every breath,
; Pretend to live the life Divine,
Or fight the fight of faith 1 "
\

This question can only be answered by the verse preceding my text,
" My beloved put in His hand by the hole of the door." But while
unbelief is that effectual barrier to the opening of the door, we thank
God there are handles connected with this lock upon which are dropped
the sweet smelling myrrh of my text. These handles are the ordinances
of God, which when made use of by the Spirit are found to drop sweet
smelling myrrh upon the hand that uses them.
If we turn to Exodus xxx. 23, we find that this myrrh was the first
of the sweet spices in connection with the anointing oil, and therefore
may be fitly representative of that unction of the Holy One-that
power from on high-the power of the Spirit of God which alone can
make ordinances precious to the hand of faith, and give that power
to the soul that shall enable it to go forth with willing feet iu search of
Him who comes leaping upon the mountains and skipping upon the
hills to show Himself to His people, and to hold communion with His
bride; and it is a taste of such co=union that enables the believer
to sing:"More frequent let Thy visits be,
Or let them longer last."
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But how needful to watch as well as pray, lest we enter into temptation. How soon the enemy of our souls can only too successfully
spread for us a net into which we may easily fall. What is the secret
of the state of the professing Church to-day 1 Is it not that she has
the form of godliness while she denies the power thereof, and hence
becomes an easy prey to every wind of doctrine 1 Why is it that there
is so much indifference to the vital truths of Christianity, while the
energies of men are earnestly bent upon humanitarian schemes to bring
about man's reformation 1 Is it not because the distinctive spiritual
truths of Revelation have given place to the wisdom of man, but it was
the testimony given to the Church at Corinth that their faith stood
not in the wisdom of man but in the power of God, and until that
same power be recognized, and God given His rightful place in the
regeneration of a sinner, the best concerted plans of man will but end
in failure, and prove how true the words, "When the Son of Man
cometh, shall He find the faith upon the earth 1" Guard, my beloved
hearers, against that pride which would exalt itself, and bring God down
to its tribunal; and seek that humility which acknowledges its dependence on Him Who alone can turn the sinner from darkness to light,
and from the power of Satan unto God. Seek unto Him Who alone
giveth wisdom, and out of Whose mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.
Distrust yourselves, for, " he that trusteth his own heart is a fool" ;
and seek that trust in Him of which the Word declares, "They that
trust in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot be removed,
but abideth for ever" (Ps. cxxv. 1), for only thus shall we understand
the lovingkindness of the Lord which has declared to His people, " The
mountains shall depart and the hills be removed, but My kindness shall
not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of My peace be
removed, saith the Lord, that hath mercy on me."
The last word shall be a word of encouragement to God's own children.
Be not discouraged, dear children of God, because of the low estate of
the Church. The devil knows that he has but a short time, and is
making the best use of it. Few, very few, are valiant for the Truthfew, very few, care to walk in the old paths, and the Word of God seems
to-day to have little effect. Read 2 Thess. ii., and there observe that,
" He who now letteth will let until he be taken out of the way." I
believe, from my inmost soul, that that refers to the withdrawal of the
Spirit from the Churches; and therefore the converse to what we read
took place on the day of Pentecost, must be expected in the last days,
and because iniqnity shall abound the love of the many shall wax
cold.
Man's day is drawing to a close; and the efforts of man, unaided by
the Holy Ghost, to regenerate a fallen world will end in failure. "Nevertheless, the foundation of God standeth sure," " The Lord knoweth them
that are His" ; . and whilst we may deplore the withdrawal of the
Spirit from the Churches, no individual sheep of Christ shall perish,
for :-

,
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"Grace will complete what Grace begins,
To save from sorrows, and from sins;
The work that wisdom undertakes,
Eternal mercy ne'er forsakes."
Thus, while many shall apostatize from the profession of the faith
once for all delivered to the saints, the topstone of the spiritual
building shall be brought forth with shouting, crying, " Grace, Grace
unto it."
May you and I, beloved hearers, be found at last living stones in that
spiritual Temple, which shall be for an habitation of God through the
Spirit.
" SO

FAITHFUL."

My mind has been dwelling much upon these words of my loved father,
spoken not long before he was taken away to behold the faithfulness of
his Saviour in even fuller, deeper measure than he could here. Lying
as he was, almost speechless, in extreme feebleness of body, after months
of suffering helplessness, it was such a strong, bright testimony to the
reality of God's power to comfort, to see him with broken speech and
shining eyes so earnestly looking upon us and beseeching us with all
the energy he could summon up : "Oh, love Him-so faithful." What
sweet, inward love-visions he must have had, and what delightful
retrospection to review his life and to exclaim, as he surveyed the
intricacies and the deliverances, " Oh, love Him-so faithful." To all
outward seeming his life had not been a very smooth one, but he felt
and saw it had been so safely guarded, that the rough had been the
secure, and the smooth would have been ruinous. Very probably at
the close of a long life his review was more of a spiritual character-of
his spiritual relationship, and of his shielded life in his Father's care,
and how all the Divine promises had been graciously fulfilled in every
way, notwithstanding all doubts and many shortcomings, that his whole
soul rose in rapture-a rapture that no doubt increased until it expanded in the rapture of His presence, the sunshine of Christ's glory.
Now I must leave this subject, which is always difficult to do when
writing of my intensely loved and loving father, and note how very
sweet it is at the close of another year to look back upon all its windings,
and trace the faithfulness of our heavenly Father. Truly He has been
mindful of us. He promised" From this day will I bless thee," and
His eyes have been upon us " from the beginning of the year unto the
cnd of the year." He has preserved us, as a nation, from war and
from the deadly designs of the Papacy; and though Socialism and
discontent and difficulty of many kinds have distressed us nationally,
He has brought us through. He said He would, and He is " so faithful." Perhaps some dear readers have had special and personal deliverances; they have been brought through fire and through flood, so to
speak. Perhaps dear ones have been removed, earthly prospects have
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declined, health has failed, persecutions have been endured. Perhaps
the spirit itself has quailed before spiritual difficulties. Many temptations have assailed, and you can say, "As for me, my feet were
almoat gone: my steps had well-nigh slipped" (Ps. lxxiii. 2). Yes,
dear reader, but not quite gone. Your feet had not quite slipped. No,
you were brought to see how utterly futile is all human aid and human
effort; and then, then He put a new song in your mouth, and you
joined the Psalmist again with fervent heart, " The Lord hath dealt
bountifully with me. Thou hast delivered my soul from death, and
my feet from falling" (Ps. cx:vi. 7, 8). And so in the year just going
out, you can say of 1908, " Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not
all His benefits "-" so faithful."
And you can say it in the present tense. "He is faithful that
promised." God is faithful. An eternal is, an unchanging is! And,
dear reader, He looks for a faithful people. "Mine eyes shall be upon
the faithful of the land." "Mine eyes," the loving eyes that never
slumber or sleep, the eyes that jealously watch and tenderly guard His
people, who are to Him as the apple of His eye. Who would not be
under such ceaseless, sweet watchfulness 1
The Roman Catholic Church always denotes her votaries as
" the faithful." But what does the term mean from her point of
view 1 It means adhesion to the Roman Catholic Church. She is
exacting, and she may and does excommunicate, torture, kill, and
execrate, and condemn. But" the faithful" in God's sight, whom
He watches and keeps, are those who are in covenant with Himself
through the blood and purchase of His beloved Son, and whom He will
not lose, but will keep; their life in Him is everlasting life. They are
"called and chosen and faithful." Faithful by His enabling grace.
St. Paul writes of himself as: "One that hath obtained mercy of the Lord
(0 be faithful."
And He ever abideth faithful, and will nevermore
cast away. His people are too precious, too costly, too blended with
His honour and His joy,-His jewels, His own. They are "sons and
daughters of the Lord Almighty," and His Family shall never lack any
good thing.
Oh! think of the climax; the purpose of His watching: "Mine
eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land." Why 1 "That they
may dwell with Me." "With Me, where I am." What height of glory
and happiness and communion is compressed in that" with Me," both
for time and for eternity. It may include suffering and reproach and
contempt, for we are one with Him in all things. But it also includes
the perfect peace that the world knows nothing of. I have seen this
morning, when reading that sweet passage: "Thou wilt keep him in
perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in
Thee," a preciousness that I never quite saw before. The mind that
is'stayed or resting is trusting, but the loving linking of the passage
struck me so forcibly, for it goes on to say, " Trust ye in the Lord for
ever, for in the Lord J ehovah is everlasting strength." There is some·
thing so hearty, if I may use such an expression; as much as to say,
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" Don't trust for one little hour, but for ever, and 'thus "realize 'everlasting peace from everlasting strength." Just as when we sometimes
timidly ask a friend, " May I have one of these! " the friend replies
with warm assurance: " Certainly; don't take one only, but as many
as you like. 'l'he more the better." And so of His fulness He would
have His needy ones, His faithful ones, continual partakers to the
utmost of their capacity.
And thus for 1909 we may look forward into the veiled future, and
know: "God is faithful, by Whom ye were called unto the fellowship
of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord" (1 Cor. i. 9).
. .'.J
THE PAST.

"He is God, the faithful God, which keepeth Covenant and mercy
with them that love Him" (Deut. vii. 9).
THE PRESENT.

" Faithful is He that calleth you, who also will do it" (1 Thess.
v. 24). "The Lord is faithful who shall stablish you and keep you
from evil" (2 Thess. iii. 3).
THE FUTURE.

Sa past, present, and future. He was, He is, and He always will be
" so faithful."
Just a few words more, for I cannot forbear alluding to the Home
with Him. "They that are with Him are called, and chosen, and
faithful" (Rev. xvii. 14). He called, "called to the fellowship of His
Son." He chose, "Ye are a chosen generation." Faithful, "The
Lord preserveth the faithful." What is it to be faithful! Well, I do
think one meaning from God, one view, is to be full of faith: faith-full.
How Jesus commended faith! "0 woman, great is thy faith." And
how sadly He reproached His own disciple, "0 thou of little faith,
wherefore didst thou doubt!" Faith is defined as " A dependence on
the veracity of another." "It relies on the truth of a promise, and
one is said to keep his faith inviolate when he performs the promise
that another relied on." Oh! beloved. He is faithful, and by the
Holy Spirit, grace-enabling, "Be thou faithful unto death." He is
faithful to His word, faithful to His promise, faithful to His love,
faithful to His Son-in Whom thou art seen. Be thou faith-full, thy
trust unshaken, since He is unchangeable; thy faith firm, since He
abideth faithful.
Look once more-through His Word, revealed vision, beyond "the
called and chosen and faithful with Him," in whom mingled thou
seest thy loved ones gone before to be with Him. See, in Rev. xix. 11;
Heaven opened, and that there was seen sitting upon a white horse One
that was called, like His people, Faithful-Faithful and True. His eyes
as a flame of fire, just as when He appeared to His beloved disciple at
first, saying "Fear not." On His head many crowns; yea, and
we, too, will " Crown Him Lord of all." Clothed in vesture dipped in
blood-the blood of redemption for His people. And His name is
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called the Word of God. Whereby we know Him to be "the Word
Who was made flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth"
(St. John i. 14). And so the saved and the Saviour are described by
one name--" the Faithful."
" Betroth'd in love, ere time· began,
His blood-bought Bride with Jesus see;
Made by eternal union one,
Who was, and is, and is to be.
•

" Thus He became our Covenant Head;
Charg'd with her sin the Saviour stands,
To do and suffer, in her stead,
All that the righteous law demands.
" A glorious Church, from blemish free,
She shall appear before the throne,
Christ's everlasting joy to be,
His everlasting love her own! "

Thus, as we look back upon our little, chequered, but God-ordained
life, or look upon the present filled with many mercies, or look forward
to the sure and certain hope--the glory beyond-may we be in His
sight" the faithful." He is and ever will be to us "so faithful."
Again I echo the words of my dying, nay, living father, for he is now
living with Him: "Oh, love Him,-so faithful! "
NETTlE.

DELIVERANCE FROM SPIRITUAL CAPTIVITIES.
JEREMIAH

xxiii. 7, 8.

As the stream can be traced up to the spring head or fountain from
whence it issues forth in all its purity, fulness, and liveliness, so the
blessing spoken of in the text can be traced up to that glorious fountain
and spring-head fulness, the gift of God which is eternal life through
our Lord Jesus Christ. Thus, Paul, speaking of some lesser gifts,
bursts forth, "Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift,"
to the Lord our Righteousness, to the Righteous Branch of the honse
of David, to J ehovah's King whom He hath set upon His holy hill of
Zion, to Him whose reign shall continue throughout all generations.
Whose reign is prosperous, because of the spiritua I bles8ings dispensed
to HIS subjects; Who rides forth in the chariot of the everlasting
Gospel executing judgment and justice in the earth, saving them by His
power, and making them comfortable by a sweet sense of their security
in Christ, as the Holy Spirit bears His witness by David and by Solomon.
-" Gird Thy sword upon Thy thigh, 0 Most Mighty, with Thy glory and
Thy majesty, and in Thy majesty ride prosperously because of truth
and meekness and righteousness,' '-securing these in His own Person as
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Mediator, and dispensing them to all who are the subjects of His grace.
"And Thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things. Thine arrows
are sharp in the hearts of the King's enemies whereby the people fall
under thee." "King Solomon made himself a chariot of the wood of
Lebanon. He made the pillars thereof of silver, the bottom thereof of
gold, the covering of it of purple, the midst thereof being paved with
love for the daughters of Jerusalem."
With what august and majestic words does He claim them for His
own? "And God spake all these words, saying, I am the Lord thy
God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before Me." So
also, to-day, He claims His gentle elect, under the Gospel dispensation,
according to the power that worketh in them, delivering them from a
worse bondage than Egypt, even their nature-state bondage to sin
and Satan, to the law as a covenant of works, and from bondage to
the spirit of the present evil world. You shall never find anyone of
these, thus saved and delivered, thinking and acting either the part of
the modern Romanizer or of the Romanist-viz., that God that made
the world and all things therein, dwelleth in temples made and consecrated with men's hands; and that the Godhead is like unto gold, or
silver, or stone, ornaments and images, graven by art or man's device;
that a piece of bread by certain incantations is changed into the
Person of Christ, and so by them" brought down from heaven," to be
worshipped and paraded about the streets of a city.
Oh ! how different is the Spirit's testimony by David and by Luke"For He remembered His holy promise, and Abraham His servant,
and He brought forth His people with joy, and His chosen with gladne88,
and gave them the lands of the heathen, and they inherited the labour
of the people, that they might observe His statutes, and "eep His laws.
Praise ye the Lord." "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for He
hath visited and redeemed His people, and hath raised up an horn of
salvation for us in the house of His servant David; as He spake by the
mouth of His holy prophets, which have been since the world began:
that we should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all
that hate us. To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to
remember His holy covenant, the oath which He sware to our father
Abraham: that He would grant unto us, that we being delivered out
of the hand of our enemies might serve Him without fear, in holiness
and righteousness, before Him all the days of our life."
So the Lord liveth that brought the children of Israel up out of the
land of Egypt, and out of the house of bondage. As ble88ed Toplady" He lives to carry on
His people's cause above."

How great in the eyes of elect angels is the mercy which puts into
the heart of a fallen, ruined sinner, the enquiry and cry-" Men and
brethren, what shall we do?" "It is a night to be much observed
unto the Lord for bringing them out from the land of Egypt; this is
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that night of the Lord to he observed of all the children of Israel in their
generations." Yea, by the Israel of God who constituted His Gentile
elect, for these also see by faith the same glorious attributes of wisdom,
power, goodness, 10ngsufIering, and faithfulness, displayed in that
Gospel of their salvation that has come to them in power and in much
assurance; that hath quickened their souls, opened their blind eyes,
and unstopped their deaf ears; that tender mercy of our God; that
Dayspring from on high that hath guided their feet into the way of
peace.
This same great and blessed J ehovah who thus by the Gospel calls
sinners out of darkness into His marvellous light-and it is a marvellous light-liveth to deliver them out of all the spiritual captivities
they afterwards get into, and carried away with, when their hearts,
once warmed with the love of God in Christ Jesus, get cold and become
insensate, or when they, with Paul, find themselves carried captive to
the law of sin in their members. Surely, that is a grievous spiritual
captivity to a dear child of God which brings him to say with John
Newton'Tis a point I long to know I
Oft it causes anxious thought:
[Do I love the Lord , or no?
Am I His or am I not?"

I<

And yet, is it not blessed for a poor sinner to be sincerely exercised
with such a point! Surely, surely, such an one is not Moab settled on
his lees and not emptied from vessel to vessel.
11

Lord, for Thy promise sake, return
Apply Thy pard'ning, cleansing blood;
Look down with pity on a worm,
With Covenant mercy do me good.

"When Thy free Spirit the Word applies,
And kindly tells me Thou art mine;
My faithless sinking heart replies,
Ab, Lord, I wish I could be Thine."
-Erskille.

" Cold cometh out of the north," and as Israel of old were brought
out of the captivity of Babylon, which locally was north of their city
and country; so also is the seed of Abraham-spoken of by Paul in
Galatians iii. 29, and in Romans viii. 17-brought out of their spiritual
captivity and coldness when the Holy Spirit once again sheds God's
love abroad in their hearts. As all David's captives were recovered
(1 Sam. xxx. 18), so all Christ's, including the" scarcely saved" (1 Pet.
iv. 18), the" sinner converted from the error of his way" (James v. 20),
the" brother that has sinned a sin not unto death" (1 John v. 16), and
all and every" uttermost" sinner who comes back unto God by Himthe alone, the only Mediator between God and man. For of all whom
His eternal Father gave Him in His eternal counsel of peace and
eternal purpose of sovereign mercy, He hath lost none.
Birkenhead.

G. A.
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THE ETERNAL PRIESTHOOD OF CHRIST, AND THE
FATHER'S OATH.
PRE,l.CHED AT CREICH IN 1877

BY

THE LATE REV. HUGR MARTIN, D.D.

" The Lord hat.h sworn, and will not. repent., Thou art. a priest for ever
after the order of Melchisedec."-PSALM ex. 4.

CONCERNING this wonderful Divine oracle it may well be said, as of
heaven, "The glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light
thereof," for there is a whole heaven of grace and glory in these
. marvellous words, in which J ehovah the Father puts Himself rejoicingly
on oath to attest to J ehovah Jesus, the Son, the perpetuity of that office
which deals with sin for the purpose of expiating, and forgiving and
eternally abolishing it, to the glory of God in the redemption of a people
that no man can number. " Jehovah hath sworn, and will not repent,
Thou art a priest for ever "fter the order of Melchisedec."
I need not enter at any length on the nature of our Lord's priesthood;
no better statement could be given with that view than that with which
we are intimate from infancy-" Christ executeth the office of a priest
in His once offering up of Himself a sacrifice to satisfy Divine justice,
and reconcile us to God; and in mal'ing continual intercession for us."
Nor do I require to point out to one that has tried to understand it,
that it is on this office that our redemption most directly and immedi·
ately depends, inasmuch as Christ could have nothing to reveal as
prophet, nor rule as king (except to destroy), were it not that He is
primarily a priest. It is from the priestly office all the grace overflows
to the kingly power and prophetic revelation, so that what He reveals
as prophet is for our welfare and profit because He is a priest, and the
gentleness of His kingly power arises from His being the Lamb of God,
who was given over for our offences and rose again for our justification.
The prophetic office is promised and prophesied of without an oath
-" a prophet shall the Lord your God raise up of your brethren, like
unto me," etc. (Deut. xviii. 15). The kingly honour also is conferred on
J ehovah Jesus without an oath-" The Lord said unto my Lord, sit
thou at my right hand" (Ps. ex. 1). But in the case of the priesthood
J ehovah interposes the solemnity of His sacred oath-" The Lord hath
sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of
Melchisedec."
The kingly office is embraced in the stability of the oath as reward
for His priesthood. Every function roots in the priesthood, partakes
of tht! stability, and comes under the full sweep of this wondrous office.
Speaking of that kingly office, here made to unite with the priesthood
in the person of Jesus, we find a union not in similitude-<>ne that was
not in Aaron's priesthood. In the Messiah kingship and priesthood are
combined, because He is priest after the order of him whose name is
King of Righteousness, and who by designation was King of Salem, i.e.,
King of Peace. No less obvious is the harmony of Divine attributes
and divergent interests; for mercy and truth are met, righteousness
47
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and peace have embraced each other in a priest faithful and merciful,
who is at once a king of righteousness and a king of peace.
We are not to suppose that Melchisedec was without father or mother
literally: if he was, he did not belong to our race, but was really a
second man, and the Lord from heaven would then be the third man.
What we are led to understand is, that the narrative brings him before
us without speaking of father or mother, without mention of genealogy,
without anything about the commencement of office, or his retirement
from office-thus presenting him as priest without predecessor or
successor, beginning of days or end of life, made in this respect
(according to the literary aspect of the story) like unto the Son of God,
so that Jesus might be made like him, not having His priesthood
transferred to Him from another, or by Him to another. So is Jesus
a priest after the order of Melchisedec.
In atteml ting to open up a little the wonderful contents of this verse,
feeling our need of the light and teaching of God's Spirit, we may
consider1st. The Call to the Priesthood which it constitutes.
2nd. The Commandment it involves.
3rd. The Constitution of office it effects.
4th. The Pledge of success it implies.
5th. The Congratulation it expresses.
6th. The Testimony it bears.
7th. The Oath by which it is sealed.
r. Christ's Call to the Office.-Hereby God the Father calls Him,
saying, "Thou art a priest." Such a call was necessary. A call from
God is necessary to all office in the service of God, especially to the office
of priesthood, for priesthood is with a view to the worship of God.
The High Priest is minister of the true sanctuary. On His shoulderS'
rests the responsibility of the worship of God. All will-worship is
abhorrent to the Divine Mind and injurious to the Divine glory.
Whatever is according to these must stand the test of this Divine rule,
" of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things." First," of
Him," originating with Him hefore it can find a place among the all
things "through Him and to Him." God's worship stands preeminent in this; all will-worship is peculiarly offensive to God.
Christ's priesthood, intended to take the lead and headship of worship
to the Father throughout all eternity, must pre-eminently find its origin
in the will of God, and come into existence at His call. Hence the
Divine expositor in Hebrews, speaking of the priesthood, says, "No
man taketh this honour to himself but he that is called of God, as was.
Aaron." The general principle thus exemplified was not violated or
dispensed with in the case of Christ; even God the Son would not
assume office without the call of God the Father. "So Christ glorified.
not Himself to be made an high priest"; but He that said unto Him,
" Thou art My Son, to-day have I begotten Thee," "Thou art a priest
for ever." Behold, then, the fountain-head of salvation, the Divine
origin and authorization of the priesthood of Christ in the call of God.
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That call springs from~.the love of God, and carries the authority of
God; it is a call which came from God, as sovereign in grace, in
authority, and in government too. Now is verified that word in which
the Father, addressing the Son, says, "The Lord Jehovah hath called
Thee in righteousness, and will hold Thine hand and keep Thee, and
give Thee for a covenant of the people," etc. What magnificent help
this consideration affords to the poor and needy soul struggling under
a conviction .of the gnilt and strength of sin, when wondering whether
sin can possibly be forgiven, vanquished, and expelled-whether conscience, perishing under the shame of sin and its matchless perplexity
and confusion, can ever be cleansed and brought to bask in the sunshine
of self-approbation! What magnificent help is it to such a soul, when
ready to strike sail and to be driven before the wind helpless, to be
told that there is One called of God waiting on this continually-to be
told that on the authority sin hath violated, and for the evil introduced
to the soul that eats as-a canker-to be told, I say, that there is a great
responsible office-bearer, whose very call of God is to make an end of
sin, to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in an everlasting
righteousness-to cleanse confused, polluted, self-affronted souls to a
delightful purity, whiter than snow, God Himself being judge! What
an aspect of preciousness Christ's priesthood assumes, having the
approbation of God, and originating in His authority, His love, and
His call !
"May I draw on the services of this great High Priest 1 " the soul
asks. " Have I a warrant to solicit His services 1" Is not His call to
the office warrant enough for you to present yourself before Him, that
He may have an opportunity to exercise His office 1 This opportunity
He calillot have without having poor sinful souls to trust in Him and
commit their case to Him. Besides, is this call the only call you ever
heard about 1 Is not Christ's call to the priesthood the great root call
-the parent of many more 1 Even now a branch shall grow out of its
roots. To whom shall it bend, and into what bosom shall it seek to
deposit its clustered fruitfulness 1 To thine here if thou wilt have it.
Every branch call comes from the root call, partaking of the root and
fatness of that call. Strong in the might of the Father's oath, and love
to the Son, comes the call to thee, "Incline your ear and come unto
Me, hear and your soul shall live, and I will make an everlasting
covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David." The gospel call
comes to thee in spirit and in truth, in presence of God the Father, as
He swears and will not repent, "Thou art a priest for ever." Hear
Him'as He goes on to call thee to come boldly to a throne of grace, that
thou mayest obtain mercy. Take thy call as coming out of Christ's
call. Remember, thou never hadst been called had He not been
called; out of His and its glorious vitality springs the call to thee;
.and dost thou not feel as if such a call, so grounded upon and as
springing out of Christ's call to His priesthood, were grappling with
thine inmost heartstrings, and bringing thee effectually to ·taste and
see that the Lord is gracious 1
47-'
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II. The Father's C<»nmandment.-Christ's priesthood is the fruit of
Divine commandment. The Father speaks as sovereign, and in the
language of command-" The Lord sware," etc. As Lord He contemplates the Son as incarnate, calls a servant, and gives commandment" Behold My servant whom I uphold; Mine elect in whom My soul
delighteth." In intimate relation with His character as God's elect,
but also as servant, is it true that" He will not break the bruised reed
nor quench the smoking flax." Such, however, is not the service to
which He has been called. He has finer work to do than that. Great
as His love for His office is, it is as the servant of the Father, strictly
under commandment, that He fulfils all that His office requires of
Him. "I lay down ·my life . . . . This commandment have I
received of My Father." It is by commandment that He offers Himself
to God to satisfy justice, that the Father may freely forgive. It is by
commandment He rises again from the dead and makes intercessionthat other great department of the priest's office; for listen, "Ask of
Me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the
uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession." The Mediator has
to obey the commandment first-" Ask of Me," and He obeys through
intercession for His people. Blessed be the condescension of the Son of
God, for He has been pleased to come to circumstances in which it is
His duty to relieve sin-burdened souls when they come to Him. It is
not only His call-He will attend to it: it is not only His professionHe will not be above it-but it is His duty, He will have to perform
it. He received. commandment to this effect, and no,\, that it is His
duty-" Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out." Why 1
Because it would be a violation of His duty, as well as against His
loving disposition. He made it His duty to receive weary, perplexed
sinners, for" I came down from heaven not to do Mine own will, but
the will of Him that sent Me." "And this is the will of Him that sent
Me, that everyone that seeth the Son and believeth on Him, may have
everlasting life." If you have cause to bless God that His call to Christ
is His commandment, are you to forget or be less thankful that His
call to you is His commandment 1-" This is His commandment, that
ye believe on the name of His Son, Jesus Christ." And if the
commandment to Christ to be priest involved all that it did to Christ,
shall it, to escape from shame, sorrow, and death, be burdensome·
to you 1 Surely this is not a grievous yoke-" My yoke is easy and My
burden is light."
.
Ill. The Constitution of the Priesthood.-The oracle that calls the·
Son constitutes Him a priest. Nothing more is needed to His being a·
priest, or to the constitution of His priesthood, than this call. This.
call ml\kes ·Him what it calls Him, in short, it is an effectual call. This.
is not a minute or superfluous distinction. "The word of the oath
maketh the Son a priest." Again," Inasmuch as not without an oath
He was made a priest," and again, "Who is made not after the law of
a carnal commandment." What is the proof that He is made a priest 1
Nothing but God appealing to the oracle of call, "for He testifieth,.
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Thou art a priest for ever." The call made Him what it called Him,
and that for ever. Such is the power of the word of God: it gives
being to what it gives expression-it brings what it calls, even though
it calls things that be not, into existence; for being called, they begin
to be. The supreme instance is in the priesthood of the Son. As SOOI1
as God calls Him to the priesthood the office exists, for Jesus is not
disobedient to the heavenly message. He says, "I come to do Thy
will, 0 God." And is not this supreme case intended to be in the
church of God the ruling calm-an example to all others ~ Is not this
glorious effectual call of Christ to the priesthood the model of every
effectual call God gives forth ~ Shall not God's word be always credited
with power to give being to what it gives expression ~ ." Behold what
manner of love the Father hath bestowed on us, that we should be called
the sons of God ~" Called! Is it merely nominally ~ Does it not make
those the sons whom it calls the sons of God ~ Brethren, whether is it
easier to account for the call of God being effectual or ineffectual 1
Which is more likely to be regarded as the probable result of God
giving a call-that it should be effectual or ineffectual ~
Concerning effectual calling, then, are not two gospel calls, the one
effectual and the other ineffectual, totally distinct ~ No, the gospel call
is one and the same to the saved as to the lost. The difference is not
that there is a different call, but that there is in the one case effectuality,
which is not in the other. Agaiu, I ask, whether is it easier to account
for the call of God being effectual or ineffectual ~ Verily the real
mystery should be the mystery of iniquity in unbelief, that great sin
which with such daring and deadly effect stands in between the word
of God and its accomplishment. The possibility of such a thing as that
God should call, and I refuse, arises from the fact that my will must be
free, and cannot possibly be forced. That the will should be such, that
unbelief is certain, until it is renewed by grace, indicates such a depth
of corruption and moral evil as reflects the character of infinite mercy
on the provision made for its restoration-" The Lord sware, and will
not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec."
He promises that the call to salvation shall be as effectual as His call
to priesthood, for "The Lord shall send out of Zion the rod of His
strength, and His people shall be willing in a day of power."
IV. The Father's Pledge that the Priesthood shall be Successful.The office will be as effectual as the call to it, triumphant, inviolable,
eternal. "Thou art a priest for ever." Observe the force of this pledge
as it applies to the point of danger, the sacrifice and actual death of
J eSUB, and guarantees its victorious completion and perfection. There
shall never be a moment in which Thou shalt not be a priest, not even
in the dread instant of death on the cross. In that moment, when all
powers and forces shall conspire to quell and victimize Thee, they shall
not succeed or reduce Thee to the condition of a mere victim. Thou
shalt never more than then be a priest, for Thou shalt offer Thyself in
death. No man taketh thy life from Thee; Thou shalt lay it down
Thyself, and the Father pled.!!es grace and strength to do it. "Behold
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My servant whom I uphold, Mine Elect in whom My soul delighteth ;
I have 'put My Spirit upon Him, and He shall bring forth judgment
to the Gentiles." He through the Eternal Spirit shall offer Himself
without spot unto God, "when," by His own priestly action, "He
makes His soul an offerillg for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall
prolong His days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His
hand." If Jesus was not a priest on the cross, then He was vanquished
in His conflict with death and hell; if not a priest, He was a victim in
the. coarse sense of being victimized; but no, no! Our Lord, no"
doubt, becamc an atoning victim; He is the Lamb slain-slain from
the foundation of the world, and really slain on Calvary, and who is
now in the midst of the throne as slain-the Lamb of God that taketh
away the sin of the world.
But while Justice slew the Lamb, He Himself as Priest offered the
Lamb. This priest offered no less precious a lamb than Himself, and it
could not be offered by a less glorious priest than Himself. He was a
triumphant priest at the moment that threatened the extinction of His
priesthood. Death terminated the priesthood of Aaron. " Take
Aaron thy brother, and Eleazar his son, and bring them up unto mount
Hor; and strip Aaron of his garments, and put them on Elcazar his son,
and Aaron shall be gathered unto his people, and shall die there," ete.
" And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered
to continue by reason of death, but this man, because He continueth
ever, has an untransferable priesthood." The oracle proclaimed this,
making the Son a priest once for all. It was not in the power of death
to extinguish such a priesthood, for it was made after the power of an
endless life-just "to destroy death and him that had the power of
death, that is, the devil, and to deliver them who through fear of death
were all their lifetime subject to bondage."
Break your bonds in the triumph of your Saviour's death. This is
the victory of salvation which faith finds in the cross-victory in death
itself. He gave Himself as " an offering and a sacrifice to God for a
sweet smelling savour" in spiritual priestly glory offering Himself, in
Him sinners succeed in offering themselves living sacrifices, holy and
acceptable to God. How could a sinner offer himself to God if the
Saviour was simply slain-merely a victim, and not a priest 1 No, this
oracle pledges a triumphant offering of Himself. "The Lord sware
and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of
Melchisedec."
V. The Father's Congratulation.-It is impossible to listen to the
oracle deliberately and reverentially without feeling this element in it,
especially if we have any faith in it and personal interest in its great
occasion-the greatest in the universe. Who can listen with quiet mind
and becoming adoration when the Lord Jehovah speaks to the Son,
without feeling that here is an utterance of Divine delight, complacency,
and joy-such as no voice but its own can adequately express-" The
Lord sware and will not repent." Repent 1 No, indeed. It repented
Him that He made man, but never that the Word )vas made flesh and
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dwelt among us; never that the Eternal Son was made a priest.
Repent 1 No, it evidently implies the positive thought of delight in
assigning this office to the Son of His love: the highest expression of
His divine Fatherly approbation and confidence, for it is a glorious and
honourable office. No doubt death is in the course of it, with its sting
and curse, but there is a joy in it set before Him, for which He does and
well may endure the cross. Even in the darkest hour of His shame
and agony He shall be glorious in the eyes of His God, and wonderful
eternal glory shall accrue from what in it is fitted to repel.
There is everything in it fitted to attract the Son of God; everything
to make Him count it a glorious office, and to count His appointment
to it the chiefest love token of His Father's everlasting delight in Him.
He glorified not Himself; but He was not unglorified, though not selfglorified. The Father glorified Him when He said, " Thou art a priest
for ever "-not degraded Him, but glorified Him-glorified Him, not
when He rewarded Him for His services, but glorified Him when He
appointed Him to the office. For it was infinitely complimentary to
the Son of God to be appointed to bear the pillars of a falling universe,
to reconcile all things to Himself, whether they be things in heaven or
earth, or fallen perishing men. Infinitely honouring it was to be the
one exclusive responsible successful agent to make an end of sin, to
wash away the stsin from human consciences, and make them smile in
response to the smile of God; to be head and leader of all worship that
God will ever accept in the universe; to be the medium through whom
the moral universe is secured against recourse to any more sin, death,
and curse for ever; through whom the chief of sinners may be made
righteous, and all such sanctified and kept righteous beyond the risk
of ever sinning or falling; to receive the claim to hold back the face
of the throne of judgment, and transfer it to a throne of mercy, where
power, holiness, and grace shall shine, and where sinners guilty and
polluted shall sing, "To Him that loved us and washed us from our
sins in His own blood." It is honouring to the Son of God so to purge
the heavenly things themselves with His own blood, that sinful men
may be present among them by faith even now, and find the most holy
place arranged to be a place of safety and a home, where" great honour
is before His face and majesty divine," where strength is, and" there
doth beauty shine "-because there we have such an High Priest
who is set on the right hand of the Majesty in the heavens, etc. Is
it not honouring to be called to such an office involving such services
and result",? What an occasion for mutual congratnlation and
delight between the Father and the Son-an occasion in view of which
Jesus said, "I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him! "
And may we not apply to Him in such an office the words-" He will
rejoice over Thee with joy; He will rest in His love; He will joy over
Thee with singing," for there is a song in the oath of God-He singeth
the while He swears, " Thou art a priest for ever."
This Divine congratulation is not exhausted towards the Person of
the Son; it is extended to every poor and needy creature who comes to
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Him to put his trust in Him for salvation. It is with great cordiality
and fulness of joy that God receiveth every repentant and returning
sinner through Christ. "Is Ephraim my dear son ~ is he a pleasant
child ~ for since I spake against him I do earnestly remember him still,
therefore .My bowels are troubled for him, I will surely have mercy
upon him, saith the Lord." I say, it is with great cordiality the Lord
receives poor penitent people when they come to Him. There is no
scrimpness in God's forgiveness, as if He 'stretched a point when He
pardoned sin. He pardons with overflowing love, " for as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so' are My ways above your ways, and My
thoughts above your thoughts." It is nothing more than simple justice
to God when the pardoned church replies with like responsive cordiality, "Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniqnity and
passeth by the transgression of the remnant of His heritage 1 He
retaineth not His anger for ever, because He delighteth in mercy."
VI. The Father's Testimony.-This is no thought of mine read into the
verse, and it is no minute or superfluous distinction (see Heb. vii. 17),
"For He testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of
Melchisedec "-not merely says it, but testifies it, and every word of
God is pure. It is not in vain that scripture assures us that God
testifies-not merely teaches, but testifies. The Father assumes the
attitude of witness to the priesthood of Jesus. Who but He could
be competent to bear witness 1 Since the priestly work was chiefly
one of Christ's soul, none but God could search the heart and testify
with adequate knowledge what was going on in the soul of Jesus when
priest. The God whose interests are concerned, law magnified, honour
solved and vindicated, and whose glory is made great, has, in the
circumstances, nothing more to inform the sons of men than this, that
Jesus is priest. It is as if He said-" I can and do bear witness of My
own divine knowledge, consciousness, satisfaction, and immediate
perception of the sweet savour of Thy sacrifice, and of the acceptableness of Thy intercession. I bear witness from My own sense of the
infinite peace made by the blood of Thy cross; of that reconciliation
made by the body of Thy flesh through death-that sole sacrifice for
sin; of the special complacency I have in Thee, warranting so
abundantly that great word of love and cOlllidence-' Therefore doth
my Father love Me, because I lay down My life that I might take it
again'; I bear witness that I am a very God of peace and of grace
and of all comfort, and that I have become a God of peace and grace
and comfort through this Thy glorious priesthood; that Thou art
indeed a priest for ever; I bear witness by My name, and My memorial
being, 'The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering
and abundant in goodness and truth,' for it is by Thy priesthood that
My forgiving love finds free egress to the sons of men."
Speaking from His own immediate knowledge and consciousness as
the God of salvation, and from the state of His own feelings and affec- .
tions to sinful men, who but for Christ's priesthood would have been
objects of detestation and wrath, God testifies that" Jesus is a priest
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for ever." And he that hath received this testimony hath set to his seal
that God is true. This is the ground of faith-the testimony of God
simply received, for faith simply attests the truthfulness of God when
He bears witness to the priesthood of Christ. With this-the Father's
testimony-the Holy Ghost joins when He testifieth the forgiveness of
sins, and consequently the obvious perfection of the sacrifice through
which forgiveness is obtained.
If the Father and Spirit should condescend to take concurrent testimony to the successful eternal priesthood of Christ, how plentiful it
may be forthcoming. Bear witness, holy law of God, which by thy
curse hast slain, and by thy blessing glorified, our heavenly High Priest.
Bear witness, thou glorious gospel of the blessed God, by that heavenly
balm which thou pourest into wounded consciences, and that sacred
peace which thou sheddest abroad in weary souls. Bear witness, ye
bright spirits of light, by your joy in the presence of God over every
sinner that repenteth. Bear witness, ye ransomed from among men
already arrayed in white robes around the throne, to the priesthood of
your Saviour by the song ye sing in glory. And ye to whom it is given
to speak with human lips, will ye not lift the human hand, saying" As our soul and body liveth, Thou art a priest for ever." Ye
ransomed of the Lord, returned to Zion, join in your witness·bearing,
and every soul on earth that has faith as a grain of mustard seed;
every soul that believes trembling, by quiet hearty admiration of Him,
or, if by nothing else, by longing and mourning after Him, bear witness
that He is a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.
VII. The Meaning of the Oath ot God.-It is very little I see of it, but
by the help of God's Word let us seek to find out what can possibly be
meant by God's swearing-putting Himself on oath-" As I live, sroth
the Lord." "An oath for confirmation is an end of all strife, wherein
God, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the
immutability of His counsel,confirmed it by an oath," "when He could
swear by no greater, He sware by Himself." What is the particular
force of the oath? what particular help does it render to faith? Of an
honest man we say that his word is as good as his oath. Of Jesus we
never read that He put Himself on oath; the repeated use of " verily,
verily, I say unto you," was the form of speech nearest the oath. Why
then should God swear when sustaining the honour and counsels of the
Godhead? To see a little of it-what constitutes the last security for
all belief? That in the Godhead itself. There must be a belief in the
Godhead itself before in Christ. The inevitable necessity of God's
existence is the last security. It is not an optional thing to God to
exist or not. God cannot but exist. This is the final distinction
between God and all creatures. Creatures are so weak and deficient
in being that it was possible once they might never be at all, and
except for God's will they never would have been. About God that
never could bave been possible. He is too glorious a being for its being
possible that He never could have been; so glorious that He could
not but be, and be the glorious, unchangeable, and everlasting God
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that He is. Do you say, " Oh! that my salvation rested on a ground
like that; I would rest secure then, if it were so that in the nature of
things I could not but be safe?" Ay, but in the nature of things you
can't have that security. Your salvation cannot be an inevitable
necessity like the exist~nce of the Godhead. For one reason, you
never could be grateful for it in such a case. A creature without
gratitude is not a saved but a lost creature. Your salvation must
depend on the will of God, and cannot spring inevitably without God's
will from His nature, as some, by the perversion 'of the truth that
"God is love," say and sing" Jesus loves me," as if Jesus could not
help loving them. Your salvation must be at the disposal of the
Divine will, of free sovereign grace. It must rest on the Divine will.
Nay, more, it must be from free acceptance on your own part, as well
as freely given on God's part-dependent in a sense on your will;
your will renewed by Divine grace, according to the Father's promise
to the Priest of Zion, " Thy people shall be willing in a day of power; "
but it must be by yOUl' will, in order, by the grace of the Divine Spirit,
to secure your willing, confiding acceptation of Christ in His priesthood,
and the salvation thereby. To charm you to a confidence as great
as if (and more grateful far than if) God's own being necessitated
your salvation, God appeals to His own being in proof that His will in
all that concerns your redemption is immutable, and that all may know
it who hear the word of truth and Christ therein, He says to the Son,
" Thou art a priest for ever." These are the terms, " As I live, saith
the Lord." An appeal is made to the life of God-the necessary,
immutable, infinite fulness Of life in the Godhead-and not as of
necessity, but of sovereign, good, loving pleasure, He pledges the life
of God to the priesthood of Christ, and to the reliableness of the promise
of salvation through Him.
Not of necessity then, thanks to God, but of sovereign free grace and
love, for which eternal thanks be to His name. He places the life of
the Godhead to the life of the Son's priesthood; lifting His hand to
heaven, He gives us to know that He would not count it worth while
being God if He could not say, "Look unto Me and be ye saved." He
swears to the glorious perpetuity of the priesthood through which
salvation comes, and gives His oath to those who trust in His word,
" that by two immutable things in which it was impossible for God to
lie, they might have a strong consolation who have fled for refuge to
lay hold of the hope set before them." This truth causes the faith of
His people to root at last in the everlasting life of God Himself, and
the eternal life through which Christ is constituted a priest. From
that great epoch it becomes true, that "as the Fatber hath life in
Himself, so also hath He given to the Son to have life in Himself; "
and He is able to say, " As the living Father hath sent Me, and I live
by the Father, so he that eateth Me, even he shall live by Me." Thus
by free grace a security is attained as strong as of necessity, and not
with the iron coldness and hardness of necessity, but so as love shall
still be lord of all. Such help the oath affords in bringing it to pass
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that it is by faith, that it might be by grace, that the promibe might
be sur . to all the seed.
One word as to the date of this oracle. It has no date, strictly
speaking; it dates with the Covenant-the everlasting Covenant-and
transcends time, and liveth for ever, like the priesthood. You have
heard that with God there is no to-morrow-to that add that with God
there is no yesterday. There is nothing lost by knowing that the fact
that God is, involves that He was and that He is to come-" He that
cometh to Him must believe that He is." I say that this oracle transcends time and lives for ever. Hence it may be conceived of as repeating itself at every new era in the epoch of redemption. When He
brings the Firstborn into the world-the incarnation; at the baptism,
cross, empty grave, and glorious· ascension of Christ. It may be heard
consecrating every movement of the High Priest with its awful
stability, sacredness, and reliableness. Always, also, when a poor
sinner touches the hem of His garment, and opens his heart to Him,
the voice from the excellent glory may be heard saying that the Lord
swears that, in the experience and sacred shrine of that believer's soul,
Christ is priest for ever. When the gospel is preached it repeats itself,
and when the sacraments are dispensed. When it was said to us this
morning, " Go ye up to the house of God," we were to he present at the
enthronement of this glorious priest at His table; and the voice
may there be heard, " Thou art a priest for ever." May we be enabled
to say, "Blessed priest, we will not see Thee sworn in and glorified
without hastening to present our claim "-" Purge me with hyssop, and
I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than the snow; create
in me a clean heart, 0 God, and renew a right spirit within me."
" Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise Thy name; the righteous shall compass me ahout; for Thou wilt deal bountifully with me."
Bring me to the" banqueting house." "Why art Thou cast down, my
soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? Hope in God, for I
shall yet praise Him, who is the health of my countenance and my
God."
AN INCIDENT IN THE LIFE OF TOPLADY.
(F1'Om the

GOSPEL MAGAZINE,

1849.)

day Mr. Newton had been dining with Mr. Bull. After diJll1er
they were sitting quietly, when they were startled by a thundering
knock at the door, and in came Mr. Ryland, of Northampton, abruptly
exclaiming, ' If you wish to see Mr. Toplady, you must go immediately
with me to the Swan. He is on his way to London, and will not Jive
long.' They all proceeded to the inn, and there they fOlmd the good
man, emaciated with disease, and evidently fast hastening to the grave.
Little did the good folks of The Swan Inn think of the four remarkable men they had that day under their roof-Ryland, Bull, Newton,
Toplady."-Fl'Om the" Life of Rev. W. Bull, of Newport Pagnall."
" ONE
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(!!uttef-ipuubence.
THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor

0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR SIR,We are nearing the end of another year, bringing with it the
season of Christmas, when we are desirous of sending additional literature to various places. Will all kind friends of the soldier and sailor
remember them, and help us to scatter the Gospel amongst them 1
The following letters refer to our boxes of books which are now so
much valued by workers amongst sailors.
From London: "Please accept our wa.rmest thanks for two cases
of literature received for our sailors."
From Sunderland: "Your box of books arrived safely to-day.
Thank you so much for them. They will be very useful, and will fill up
many a weary hour at sea. We try to put a bag of books aboard
every ship leaving the port."
From Cardiff: "The box of books for the sailors has been duly
received. They will be most acceptable for reading a,t sea, and we
are very grateful for them."
From·Boston: "I beg to acknowledge the receipt of a box of books
from you, for which I wish to tender my heartfelt thanks, as books
are always useful for the sailors."
From Harwich: "The box of books arrived safe this morning, for
which I am most thankful. I was very much in need of them, as
there have been a large number of ships here, and they have all been
supplied with literature, making our stock low. The men are most
eager for books, and they are greatly appreciated by them, and I am
sure these silent messengers will, under God, be a blessing to the sailors
who receive them. Our little Institute is well used by the men away
from their homes for a quiet hour to read, etc. I always invite the
men to come when visiting them afloat. Sometimes they are on shore
for two or three hours, and they make use of the Institute then. and
are away from evil influence. I often receive letters of acknowledgement from men who have been benefited by our work. Again thanking
you for your splendid box," etc.
From Barry Docks: "Very many thanks for box of books, which
were most acceptable. Sailors are so thankful for a few books when
outward bound."
At the close of another year. I would gratefully thank you for your
kindness to the work, and also the many readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
for their valued help in the work.
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD,
•
R. E. BRIDER.
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL.
November, 1908.
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INTERESTING COINCIDENCE.
DEAR SlR,-Perhaps the following incident may interest you. On
Sunday evening last my wife went to Divine service; but I did not
accompany her, having been paralyzed for some years. At the time of
the sermon she heard I was reading the article "Zerubbabel-A
Meditation," in the August issue of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. The text
was Haggai i. 6, and the preacher dealt with the surrounding
circumstances, practically covering the same ground as the
"Meditation." The MAGAZINE comes to us from a relative in
California. I am relying on James v. 15.
Yours very truly,
LONDON, Oct. 20th.
H. LEMMOIN-CANNON.
THE LATE PREBENDARY YATE.
DEAR MR. ORMlSTON,Another of God's devoted servants has been called home after a long
illness, Rev. Edward J. Yate, Prebendary and Vicar of Madeley, Salop.
He was a very devoted follower of the Rev. John Fletcher. He was
appointed in 1848, and continued Vicar nearly fifty years. He was
married twice, and has left six daughters and one son. He was a loyal
Protestant all his life, and an earnest preacher of the Lord Jesus Christ.
I was one of his first Curates, in 1859, and I was permitted to preach
twice for him during his last illness. Almost the whole parish went to
his funeral.
With kindest regards,
ABOYNE HOUSE,
Yours faithfully,
WOLVERHAMPTON, Nov. 5th.
JOHN J. BICKERStAFF.
SABBATH EVE.
The seed is sown; 0 Lord, the work is done;
To-day is past; and I am left alone
To seek Thy face.
Thy energizing power I now implore;
Give life to lifeless seed from Thy rirh store
Of saving grace.
In nature's clod make it to germinate ;
Oh, use it as Thy means to re-create
The wilderness,
That from the sin-dried, barren, weary waste
Of some one's soul there may now haste
A floral dress.
The thorn·bush be replaced by fir-tree fair;
The devil dumb, by earnest crying prayer
For mercy free;
And thus Thy church enlarge, exalt Thy Name;
Lift high Thy blood-stained cross, spread wide Thy fam.~
Nor pass by me.
JAS. G. EVANS.
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THE SPIRIT OF UNDERSTANDING AND OF THE
FEAR OF THE LORD.
ISAIAH xi. '2.
By THE LATE REV. JOHN HAWKER, M.A.

I PROPOSE to consider how these two operations of the indwelling
Holy Spirit are connected together and dependent the one upon the
other. No one but Ohrist has ever possessed a perfect knowledge of
J ehovah. No one but Christ has ever been endowed or endued with
that perfect " quick understanding" (as the word is rendered)," in
the fear of the Lord," of which verse 3 speaks. To know God is to
love Him, and to know God is to fear Him. To some this seems an
inconsistency, to some contradictory; for does not " the Word" say,
"Perfect love casteth out fear" 1 Truly, the Spirit says so by
St. John, but" the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom"; and
there is a fear which love creates, as there is a fear which love expels.
The following passage from Isaiah xxxiii. combines these two things
in a striking manner, " And wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability
of thy times, and strength of salvation (or salvations): the fear of the
Lord is His treasure" (verse 6).
There is, perhaps, a measure of truth in the assertion, often made,
that the fear of the Lord is a distinctive teaching in the Old Testament,
but that the love of God occupies the same position in the New. But
neither line of teaching is exclusive. The Old Testament frequently
inculcates the love of God, and that with heart, mind, soul, and strength;
and the New enjoins the "working out our own salvation with fear
and trembling"; nor does St. Paul shun to declare that his knowledge
of "the terror of the Lord" impelled him to persuade men. Such
passages are in no respect to be taken in a sense contradictory to the
general teaching of Gospel truths; they are, and must be received as,
perfectly consistent with the assurance of the believer's acceptance,
" love, joy, and peace in believing." They combine in God's teaching,
and associate themselves in our own knowledge of God, in proportion
to our attainment in such knowledge as the Spirit of J ehovah alone
can gIve.
We may, I would say, at the outset of our consideration of these
words, give our assent to the certainty of the fact that Christ is here
spoken of as possessing a fear of J ehovah which gives Him quick
understanding, and which influences Him in regulating everything
connected with His kingdom; which will also bend to its sway the
whole range of that future kingdom, when the earth shall be filled with
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. Nothing can
be clearer than the assertion that Christ is filled with this Spirit· of fear.
It is also quite certain that the fea.r cannot be in any sense such a dread
of God as an unpurged conscience, a legal terror, or an unexpected
judgment would produce. Of His Sonship, of His perfect acceptance
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of His Father, of every sense of spiritual joy and peace, the Beloved
of J ehovah is ever and continuously possessed. There is no break in
His heavenly joy, no cloud passing across the brightness of His eternal
glory; so that the fear cannot be of the character of an experience
alternating between assurance and doubt, the felt sense and the lost
sense of spiritual joy; the perfect knowledge and the perfect fear go
together, and co· exist without any inconsistency.
The Spirit of Fear I take to be that Spirit of holy reverence which
the child of God feels towards his Heavenly Father. It is connected
with a spiritual assurance of our heavenly birth, and invariably increases
with the increase of our spiritual knowledge, and is experienced most
deeply by those who live nearest to God. The wicked have no fear of
God before their eyes. They have no knowledge, and are too far off
to realize His presence. Those only who have the Spirit of knowledge
have the Spirit of fear; and anything approaching irreverence shows
that he who thus acts has, if any, but a very partial and slight acquaintance with God.
As knowledge of God and fear of God combined perfectly in Christ,
it will help us to a right understanding if we can ascertain, or at least
surmise, in what His knowledge of God consisted. As the Holy Ghost
is our teacher, He must, of course, convey to us the same knowledge,
so far as our position and capacity can expect or receive it. We will
thereforll consider with humility and reverence what we may believe
to be, in some respects, the knowledge of God with which the Spirit
endowed Christ.
How wondrous are the works of God! Who can contemplate them
without a feeling of the deepest reverence 1 How circumscribed is our
power of attainment in knowledge of the marvels of Creation! Although
progressing constantly through the discoveries of science, we go onwards
only to discover that the final boundary is still unreached. Such is our
experience, whether we raise the eye to the heavens above or dig deeply
into the bowels of the earth. A lifetime would not suffice to perfect
our knowledge of even those works of God which are nearest to our
searching eye and within the grasp of our intellectual powers. But
as this is the case when we measure the greatness of God by the evidences
given to us in connection with this comparatively little world, what
must that majestic power be which has created all things, and for
" Whose pleasure they are and were created."
The greatness of God, as the Creator, forms the foundation of God's
written revelation, and with it His Book commences, and with it
His Holy Scripture also ends. "In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth," cannot in a Christian mind be separated
from "God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son," and thus knowledge and reverence are entwined around God.
God's sovereignty and creative power are the pillars that support
the whole edifice of truth. Upon the other hand, the power of
vice and moral evil increases in a man just as he is ignorant of, or
denies, a Personal Creator. Apart from a sense of His personality,
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there can be no fear of God, and what restraint can supply the lack of
this ~ Have not infidelity and idolatry always produced in the masses,
however partially exempted individuals may have been, such effects
as are described in the first chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, and
does not St. Paul give us as a reason, " Because they did not like to
retain God il). their knowledge " ~
The. words which a very eminent preacher and writer has given us
with respect to Pantheism are true of all forms of unbelief. "How, I
say, can such an absolute principle be the object of religion, if its
activity be manifested not less truly in murder and lust than in heroism
and unselfishness; if the darkest forms of evil stand to it in a relation
just as necessary as do the highest forms of good; if, by it, in a word,
all moral distinctions whatever are really annihilated ~ Between
Pantheism and an earnest hatred of moral evil there is accordingly a
necessary opposition, and this reason alone establishes a permanent
divorce between it and any true effort at communion with the AllPure, such as all that is best in us enjoins. But, further, that which
in a Christian, or in any earnest Theist, makes Pantheism impossible,
is the first Article in his Creed: 'I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.' This belief, and a sense of the Creator's
presence as a Father in Christ, produces just the effect in a life which I
heard once described thus: 'The love that fears, and the fear that
loves, produce that delicacy of texture that each ought to have.' "
What must be the knowledge of the God-man Christ Jesus! All
, the works of God passed through His hands (if I may so speak with
reverence). To His eye the most distant orb is as clear as the nearest
object; no brightness is too dazzling, no magnitude appalling, no
minutire unsearchable. The links in the whole chain of Creation were
riveted by His hand, the dependencies of each part and object were
carried out in perfect subordination by Him, the Word of God, whom
the Father entrusted, as His ouly co-equal with the Holy Ghost, to do
His will. We should remark that Christ, although as God equal to the
Father, never throughout His whole life on earth did or said aught that
would dim the sense of godly fear and reverence. In the manhood He
walked in the fear of the Lord all the day long. Knowing the majesty
of God, he feared not man. How deeply must he have felt the disobedience of man, the work of His own hands, yet, as being the rebel in His
creation, deeply interested in removing from that creation the only One
who perfectly knew and feared God! He declared what men were to
fear, and what they were not to fear: "And fear not them which kill
the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear Him who is
able to destroy both soul and body in hell" (St. Matt. x. 28). The
Lord's knowledge of the Godhead would be of necessity a perfect knowledge, and the Spirit alone can give us any knowledge approaching to
it. To the human understanding the works of God give evidence that
there is a great First Cause, and that His character is such as His
creation suggests Him to be. These, however, are not Himself. The
Bible and the Holy Ghost lead us further. " This is life eternal, that
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they might know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, Whom
Thou hast sent" (John xvii. 3). He could penetrate to the spring and
source of 'all creation and redemption, being Himself God. How
deeply solemnizing was His knowledge! It is very striking that,
although claiming His right to be equal with God, His manner of
address to God (St. John xvii. e.g.), was always of the most solemn and
reverent character; and whatever He said of His Father or of the Holy
Ghost was conveyed in words deeply imbued with the Spirit of fear. '1
have already alluded to the statement sometimes made, namely, that
the fear of God is taught in the Old Testament rather than in the New.
Although I demur to accepting the statement too conclusively, I cannot
but see that God as a Creator, and as " Almighty," is more distinctly
revealed in the Old Testament than in the New, and that the fear of
God is most frequently taught in connection with the knowledge of Him
as Creator. At the same time there is a fear which is forbidden, and
the comparison of the fear co=ended and the fear forbidden shows
us what the true" Spirit of fear" is. I would co=end to my readers
for consideration Isaiah xl. 25-31, xli. 10, xliii. 1, 2. The experience
of every Christian assents to them. The greatness of my Almighty
Creator is the firm foundation of my peace. The power of Him that made
me chastens my love. The heavenly light from which it springs warms
it eternally, and reflects it back to its source, pure and godly because
spiritual. In one passage of the Epistles the Almightiness of God is
connected with security and peace. The 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18, is the
passage: "Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you,
and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord God Almighty."
It does not appear elsewhere, except in the Apocalypse, where such an
assurance is essential to the comfort of God's people as exposed to the
persecution of the Anti-Christ, and the judgments which a·re coming
upon a guilty race.. This part of my subject I conclude with Cowper's
words ;" Acquaint thyself with God, if thou wouldst taste
His works. Admitted once to His embrace,
Thou shalt perceive that thou wast blind before:
Thine eye shall be instructed, and thine heart,
Made pure, shall relish with divine delight,
Till then unfelt, what hands Divine have wrought."
The Task, Book v.
(To be continued.)
IT may be that earth's highest seats are occupied by men most
reprobate. A Pharaoh, a Herod, a Nero, may wield the tyrant's
sceptre; then vice and villainy will show 1mblushing front. On all
sides wickedness will riot. Let us in such distress pour out the cry,
"Help, Lord! " and the Lord will speedily arise. With such assurance,
let us not despond !-Dean Law.
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INCREASE.

IT gives hope and courage to the children of God-when they enter
upon.ways that they have not passed before-to know that the Lord
is well able to supply all their new needs. So when God completed
to Moses His many directions as to the making of the tabernacle,
He said, "See, I have called by name Bezaleel . . . and I have filled
him with the spirit of God in wisdom and in understanding, and in
knowledge," to accomplish the work. And when the management of
the people was too much for Moses, he was not left to wear himself
out, but" able men" were found to help him. When; also, God gave
Solomon the kingdom, He added wisdom for its government.
His promise is-increase-and He is the God of Abraham, Isaac;
and Jacob. Abraham was" very rich" (Gen. xiii. 2). "The Lord
blessed him greatly" (Gen. xxiv. 35). Isaac" waxed great, went
forward, and grew till he became very great" (Gen. xxvi. 13). J acob
increased exceedingly (Gen. xxx. 43).
And God's name has never changed; so more disappointments are
Joseph's till the iron enters his soul; more alarms David's till he is
sute he will perish at the hand of Saul; more losses Job's when he
has ouly his, finnily left; a sevenfold heated furnace the Hebrew
'martyrs'; but in every case, how great was the deliverance; even
more than they J,:new or could think of.
.
God giveth more grace, more patience to the waiting soul; more
endurance with more hardness; more consolation with more tribulation ;
more sense of acceptance with more godly sorrow for sin. So Paul
prayed for the various believers that they might" increase and abound
in love "-that they might "abound in hope," "be filled with all
joy and peace in believing "-" that the very God of peace might
sanctify them wholly "-while he himself, with the greater revelation,
had his new thorn, and in more cheerful submission learned in whatever
state he was to be content.
But, with the children, fears are in the way as to God's willingness,
or mindfulness, or care; yet He returns with mercies, increases faith,
quickens prayer; and again they praise Him. So He leads them on
safely, looking to Himself, who has all the hearts in His hands, all
the money, and all the power, all the pardon, all the peace, and all
the comfort. Well may they be thankful for the present, and then ask
for more-more of whatever they need for soul or spirit-mind, body,
or estate. Or, realizing that whether things are crooked or straight,
everything here lacks satisfaction, and getting tired of looking within
or about, they stretch forth their hands to God, and desire one thing,
an interest in His salvation who prayed for their sakes "the more
earnestly." " More than Thyself I cannot crave, and Thou canst give
no more."
A FOLLOWER-ON.
DEATH will blow the bud of grace into the flower of glory.-Brooks.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE Autumn Meetings at the Hornsey Rise Home were characterized
by heartiness in the good cause for which they were held. The afternoon Sale of Work realized a substantial sum for the Benevolent Fund
for aiding sick and infirm inmates. The pensioners assembled in the
Hall, and with a large number of friends partook of tea. In the
evening an excellent sermon was preached in the chapel by the Rev.
J. H. Snow, of Blackburn, from Hebrews x. 14, and a collection was
taken for the Maintenance Fund. Among those present during the
day were the Rev. W. Sinden, and Messrs. A. Hayles (Treasurer),
Ebenezer Carr, Geo. Francis, and other members of the Board.
At Guildford, a Sale of Work, kindly organized by the Misses Curtis
and Fogwill, and other ladies, has been held, when the noble sum of
£57 was remitted to the Soci~ty. The Secretary gave a brief address
upon the objects and work of the Institution.
Hastings friends have again shown their interest at a large Drawing
Room Meeting at the Albany Hotel, convened through the valued
efforts of Miss Marchant (the local Hon. Secretary), the Rev. J. W.
Tobitt, Mr. E. M. Funnell, and others. Mr. Osborne, J.P., occupied
the chair, and among those who took part were the Rev. Sholto
Newman, RA., and J. H. Hallett, Mr. S. Cambridge, of Brighton,
Mr. E. J. Miller, of Eastbourne, and the Secretary.
~. ~ "'.~
An unusually large number of candidates have recently been
nominated, and the total of pensioners is 1680. The Committee will,
in January, advance 187 of the £5 5s. pensioners to the £7 7s. pension.
Hence the expenditure of the Society is rapidly advancing, and the
need for the annual subscribers, especially of small amounts, such as
are within the power of many to give, becomes more urgent.
Whilst the Old Age Pensions Act will necessitate in due time some
attention with regard to the Society's pensions. it is not expected
that 'it win unfavourably affect the Institution; the probability is
that the total number of pensioners will decrease, thus enabling the
Committee to give more to the tried and proven members of" the household of faith" and to emphasize the distinguishing feature of the Society
-an undenominational ministration to the godly aged poor-that is,
to those who are partakers of divine grace, and who can testify to the
"Covenant ordered in all things and sure," sealed by the precious
blood of Him who died to save and manifested to heart and conscience
by the power of God the Holy Spirit. In these dark and difficult days
the Society has the plivilege of the support of the Lord's own people,
who join in its blessed ministration because of its definite scriptural
basis, the objects it has in view, and the spirit which pervades its
operations, even the desire to honour and glorify God in attending
to the welfare of His poor and aged people.
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~totel'Hant

lSeacon.

MULTUM .IN PARVO.
WE sincerely regret to record the serious illness of God's faithful servant,
our beloved brother, the Rev. George Hewitt, Vicar of St. Luke's,
Prestonville, Brighton. The prayers of the Lord's remembrancers
scarcely need be solicited for the much-afllicted one, and for his dear
wife and family in their anxiety and distress. Mr. Hewitt, for upwards
of forty years, has borne unwavering witness to the glorious Gospel of
God's purpose, and has unswervingly maintained the principles of the
Protestant Reformation, alike in the pulpit and on the platform. May
the Lord deal very forbearingly with His honoured servant, who can
ill be spared in these days of abounding unbelief and misbelief.-We have pleasure in calling attention to the publication by the Church
Association (14, Buckingham Street, Strand, W_C.) of " The Church of
England Almanack" for 1909. It abounds with information of a
Protestant and generally useful character, and is a marvellous pennyworth.
-

"a!l!llng 1Bbentf3.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE Council of the Evangelical Alliance have issued their annual
circular announcing the Universal Week of Prayer (January 3-9), and
earnestly hope that all Christians will make arrangements accordingly.
The Letter of Invitation, signed by representatives of the Alliance in
one hundred different countries, and the suggested topics of daily
prayer, are circulating around the world in many foreign languages.
May the Spirit of Grace and Supplication be richly poured out upon
God's people everywhere, and may a standard be indeed lifted up
against the incoming flood of infidelity, idolatry, and worldly conformity.
On Thursday, November 5th, a monster petition, reported to bear
three-quarters of a million signatures, praying for the appointment of
a Royal Commission to inquire into and report upon the condition and
working of Monastic and Conventual Institutions in the United Kingdom, was presented to the House of Commons by Mr. T. H. Sloan,
M.P. The rolls of paper containing the names of the signatories
extended to eight miles, weighed considerably upwards of half a ton,
and required seven or eight members of the official staff of the House
of Commons to carry them to the table. It is doubtful whether any
more bulky and representative petition was ever presented to Parliament.
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