THE

LATE

MR.

JAMES

(Bristol)

INSKIP

THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE
U
U

o

COMFORT YE, COMFORT YB MY PKOPL:g~ SArrn YOUR GOD."

lCNDEAVOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OJl' THE SPlIt.1T IN THB BOND 01" PKAOK.,"
'~JRSU8 CHRIST, THE SA.ME YKBTKRJ>AY, AND 1'O~DAY, AND FOR KVll:IL"

No. 528,
NEW l:>ERIES.

)

DECEMBER, 1909.

J

~i)f
OR,

...ffamill}

No. 1,728,
{ OLD SERIES.

1IJottton;

wanDS OF SPIRITUAL CAu'rlON,

COONSllL, AND COMFORT.

, Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we ma.y be ~ble to comfort them which are in a.ny
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. "-2 OOR.. i. 4.

THE UNFETTERED WORD.
" But the Word of God is not bound. Therefore I endure all things
for the elect's sakes, that they may obtain the salvation which is
in Christ Jesus with etemal glory."-'.2 TIM. ii. 9, 10.
THESE inspired words come to us from NERO'S imperial prison at
Rome. They are part of the last letter Paul wrote before his
martyrdom for the cause of CHRIST. For elsewhere in the same
farewell Epistle he writes: "I am now ready to be offered, and
the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight,
I have kept the faith; henceforth there is laid up for me a crown
of righteo:qsness which the LORD, the righteous judge, shall give
me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that
love His appearing" (2 Tim. iv. 6-8). The binding of the Word
was no doubt suggested to his mind by his own condition as the
prisoner of the LORD. The preacher might be fettered, but the
Word which proceedeth out of the moutll of the living GOD could
not be hindered, it must have free course and be glorified. It
must accomplish that which He pleased and " prosper in the thing
whereto He sent it." We see here how firm was the persecuted
ApOSTLE'S confidence in the Divine mission of the truth of GOD.
He had no doubt or hesitancy as to the counsel of the LORD standing
against the machinations of SATAN and tlle world. Nothing could
45
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be done successfully against the truth. Very beautifully was
this illustrated by the fact that the Roman imprisonment of PAUL
afforded him time and opportunity to pen the second inspired
letter to his son in the faith-TIMOTHY-and to address the Gospel
of the grace of God to millions of men through eighteen succeeding
centuries. Thus does the LORD take the wise in their own craftiness, and bring to nought the devices of foolish men! Oh, that
the Church of GOD to-day possessed a like steadfast confidence in
the sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures to effect by the SPIRIT all
the purposes of His grace, and of the judgments of His authority
among the children of men. Alas, that the instability of many
who name the name of CHRIST should lead the world to think that
the Word of GOD needs fleshly expedients to assist it in its course
through a present evil age! The day is indeed evil, but the natural
heart of man is neither worse nor better than in past times; and
He who searcheth the heart has once for all declared it to be
" deceitful above all things and desperately wicked." The presentday inventions, attractions, and unspiritual religious expedients
resorted to by many of the leaders and teachers in our churches,
show how deplorably far they have departed from primitive faith
in the Word of the MOST HIGH, and from loyal dependence on the
DIVINE promises concerning it.
It is true that opposition to the truth on the part of men of
corrupt minds may for a while influence and even overthrow the
faith of some, but it is only a seeming victory. Heaven and earth
shall pass away, but that which GOD has written remains, and
shall never pass away. Its lines to-day are as clear and legible
as when ,first dictated by the HOLY GHOST, and the wayfaring man,
though a fool in the eyes of pride, cannot err therein. Those
who believe GOD when He speaks to them as a father to his beloved
children, have no ground to be afraid that the worldly wise can
reverse His thoughts, defeat His plans, or nullify His precious
promises. "For ever, OLORD, Thy Word is settled in heaven."
The consolation of the faith of GOD'S elect is that the title deeds
of their inheritance are not kept on earth. They are safe for ever
in the custody of heaven. No hand of Devil or man can touch
those GOD-sworn securities. Nor are their provisions of mercy,_
grace, and truth open to impeachment. They are "settled"
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on principles of everlasting love, absolute justice, and DIVINE
immutability. He who administers the interests of His believing
people is faithful. His honour is involved in giving full effect
to the hopes His grace has created in their hearts. Not one good
thing can fail of an He has pledged to faith on the ground of the
infinite merits of His own dear SON, Who is at His side in the
heavenly places-the FORERUNNER and HEAD of His redeemed
Church. That Church whom He has made by His blood and
righteousness to be His BRIDE, is entitled patiently to await the
certain fulfilment of His" sure Word." He Himself patiently
endures, as that Scripture implies which tells us of the present
"patience of CHRIST." "The LORD direct your hearts into the
love of GOD, and into the patience of CHRIST" (margin, 2 Thess. iii.
5). Oh, brethren, let us thus indeed wait, in fellowship with our
risen, glorified LORD and SAVIOUR. Let us not be carried away
by the sight of our own eyes. Dark, indeed, are the times in which
we live, and the darkness appears to deepen, but the morning
draweth mgh-the morning without clouds. The day of our
deliverance is at hand. Let u~, then, lift up our heads.
The ApOSTLE'S strong conviction was that the obtaimng of "salvation which is in CHRIST JESUS, with eternal glory," was based on the
certitude of the Word. Upon that same foundation all our expectations are likewise built. And they will never be put to confusion.
Let meditation upon that unalterable Word continually occupy
our hearts and minds. Day and night, in our alternating seasons
of joy and sorrow, of peace and of conflict, let us stay ourselves upon
what our Covenant GOD and FATHER has said.
" Afresh I praise Thee for Thine ever new
And blessed Word;
Daily it comes to me, fresh as the dew,This blessed Word;
Oh, be it mine, yet more and more, I pray,
To meditate therein both night and day!
"What GOD hath spoken well demands our time!
His blessed Word!
Let patient, loving toil search His sublime
And blessed Word!
Only to meditation is it given
To taste the fulness of this truth from heaven.
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" Grains of this gold expand to boundless leaf;
This blessed Word
Gives itself out to search, not survey brief,
o blessed Word!
One page of thee is inexhaustible!
Nought shows eternity's employ so well!
" Exhaustless is thy new, and new thine old,
Most blessed Word!
Such wealth of folded treasure to unfold,
o blessed Word,
Demands eternity! helps me to see
How endless life may endless learning be ! "
THE EDITOR.

L

"WHO SHALL OPEN THE BOOK

~

"

AND I wept much that God, deep sear"hing round
The ranks of heaven, with clear and flaming look,
'Mid their bright hosts no angel hand had found
So pure and strong as to unseal the Book.
Then a crowned elder, turning, said to me,
" Weep not! though creaturehood in worth has failed,
Earth's forfeiture shall be redeemed; for see!
The Lion throned of Judah hath prevailed."
And then I lifted, trembling, my steeped eyes,
That, as the sun clear-shining dries the rain,
This glory on my weeping might arise;
And 10 I-a Lamb e'en as it had been slain!
And hence I will not fear though thunders roll,
And trumpets sound, and girded angels stand
With vials full of woe. Be still, my soul!
The seals are broken by the pierced Hand.
The mission of the Lord Jesus Christ recognized both these phases
of universal sin. [Original and actual.l Amongst the characteristics
of His addresses, there is not one more prominent than Christ's constant,
emphatic, and unmistakable assumption that the nature to which He
appealed was, in some sense, dead. Speaking in the Holy City, when
it was crowded with thronging worshippers, He claimed the tremendous
prerogative of bestowing life according to His own sovereign choice.
"The Son quickeneth whom He will." On the same occasion, He
announced that reception of His word, and belief in the Father Who
sent Him, was to the individual the possession of eternal life ; freedom
from the suspense of judgment; yea, it involved the greatest transition
conceivable by man or revealed by God. It was the passage from
death to life.-Dean Le/ray.
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"ALL JOY."

I
I

~

~

" My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations ,.
knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.
But let patience have her perfect work,. that ye may be perfect
and entire, wanting nothing."-JAMEs i. 2-4.
THE great Protestant Reformer, Martin Luther, entertained grave
doubts whether this Epistle by J ames, "a servant of God and of
the Lord Jesus Christ," was an inspired Scripture. He thought that
the doctrine of justification by faith, without works, on which he
distinctly relied for his personal salvation, and the teaching of
J ames, the Lord's servant, could not be reconciled. He stumbled
at the two distinct truths of justification before God, and
justification before men. But, dear friends, the identity of the
teaching of these two equally inspired men on the subject of
sanctified affliction is plainly in perfect agreement. Paul, writing
to the Christians at Rome (Rom. v. 3-5), says, " And not only so,
but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh
patience; and patience, experience; and experience, hope; and
hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is given unto us." The
words of our text at the head of this article are found to be in absolute accordance. Both come to the same conclusion-one that the
believer's sanctified trials lead to his being an enriched partaker of
the Holy Spirit, and the other that he becomes "perfect and
entire, wanting nothing." Even so. Faith in the heart of the
favoured sinner to whom it has been divinely imparted must be
justified, alike before God and before man. The process is peculiarly God's own.
"My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations." James writes to the members of the Lord's one
family. He throughout this inspired Epistle employs the sweet
relational term, "brethren," sometimes intensifying it by the use
of "my beloved brethren" (ch. i. 16; ii. 5). Therefore, they are
in common partakers of that" much tribulation " through which
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all the disciples of Christ" must enter into the kingdom of God"
(Acts xiv. 22). He has a painful message for them. And yet
not altogether painful. For the pain involved is of a spiritually
profitable character. Sorrow and sanctified joy are divinely combined. " My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations." Here the word "temptations" goes far beyond
our present-day use of the term, and includes the testing of all the
Spirit's graces in our hearts, the putting of them to the proof as
precious metals are subjected to the crucible with a view to
separating the dross from the pure gold and silver. "All joy! "
But flesh and blood shrink from the ordeal. Only Divine grace
can enable the frail believer in the Lord Jesus to endure the
process of purgation, " as by fire." But it can, and it does-until
it become habitual. This fact reminds us of that passage in
Hebrews (v. 14) which speaks of " them that are of full age, even
those who by reason of use [or, margin, habit] have their senses
exercised." The use of grace-the habit of discriminating and
intelligently resorting to its infinite resources-makes the endurance
of tribulation, afHiction, and temptation increasingly bearable.
This fact is notably illustrated in the case of Paul and his infirmities
in 2 Corinthians xii. Faith is increased by the severe trial of it.
It is strengthened by exercise. The sapling is made to grip the
soil, in which it is planted, by the storms, and frosts, and winds
which assail it.
"Knowing this." The experience of trial, or proof of faith,
brings its compensations. There is order and design in the methods
of the believer's training. The testings of faith tend to produce
patience-a grace of great price and esteem in the sight of God.
This Epistle abounds in commendations of patience. "Ye have
heard of the patience of Job "-the inspired writer pointedly
observes, and signalises "the end of the Lord" in his afHictive
dealings with the greatly tried patriarch. "The trial of your faith
worketh patience "-or, rather, thoroughly, or efficiently, worketh
patience. Endurance is specially acceptable with God. He sets
His mark of approbation upon it. The glory of Christ's cross was
that He "endured" it, despising the shame. We learn of Him.
"Consider Him Who endured." "We count them happy that
endure." This is the lesson to be learned by our souls.

'r
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"Holy strivings nerve and strengthen,
Long endurance wins the crown;
When the evening shadows lengthen,
Thou shalt lay thy burden down."
Patience is a growing grace, and its disposition to grow is stimulated
by conflict and the furnace. It becomes matured by temptation.
Oh, brethren, "we have need "-great need-" of patience."
The present is the sowing time, and" the husbandman waiteth for
the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until
he receive the early and latter rain" (James v. 7). The God in
whom we trust and hope takes one of His Names from this grace"The God of Patience" (Rom. xv. 5). He is its Author, and in
it He finds His peculiar delight, for it honours Him to be waited
for, according to His promises.
"Let patience have her perfect work." Give her time. She
may not be hastened. " He that believeth shall not make haste."
St. Paul's prayer for the Oolossian believers was that they might
be "strengthened," not to do some heroic deed or grand exploit,
but "unto all patience and long-suffering with joyfulness" (001.
i. 11). Some one has said, "It often requires greater strength to
bear than to do."
" That ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing." Thus
the character of the spiritual man is formed. He is rendered complete. He lacks nothing profitable or useful. He is equipped for
his Lord's service. Habitual discipline has trained him. Sanctified
affliction has left on him many honourable scars. "The marks of
the Lord Jesus" are everyway visible. They conform him to His
marred image. "It is good for me that I have been afflicted" is
his grateful confession. The suffering saint is satisfied, and God
is glorified.
"Deep waters crossed life's pathway,
The hedge of thorns was sharp;
Now, these all lie behind me,Oh, for a well-tuned harp !
Oh! to join hallelujah
With yon triumphant band,
Who sing, where glory dwelleth,
In ImmanueI's land."

['
I,

, Clitton.

J. O.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" For who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and
shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven;
they are the eyes of the Lord, which run to and fro through the whole
earth."-ZECH. iv. 10.
"WHAT grace is needed to be satisfied with the Lord's ways in choosing
His people's service! One would like to serve Him much. 'They
also serve who stand and wait.' And then 'these weary waiting
times'! All these thoughts crowd into my mind, as I review the
history of my Bible-class. Two members only are left. Still we meet,
and still the Lord meets with us ! "
So writes a faithful labourer of his Bible-class of to-day. Truly,
"we change with changing years," as we sometimes sing, whilst we
acclaim our unchanging Friend, " All-worthy of the precious name He
bears," because He is God Who changeth not. A variety of causes:
death, removal unto other spheres of labour, and a call into personal
service may, in a measure, account for the falling-off of members; but,
alas, Bible-classes to-day are little accounted of, and one sees little
relish for the pure and simple study of the precious Word of God.
There is a sad lack of true soul hunger and thirst and quiet communion;
and too much rush and hurry, too little coming apart to hear what
God, the Lord, will speak! Yet we would take comfort from the
Divinely-inspired Word which heads this paper, "For who hath
despised the day of small things ~ for they shall rejoice and shall see
the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are
the eyes of the Lord, which run to and fro through the whole earth."
"By whom shall Jacob arise; for he is small ~ " twice asked the
prophet Amos of Jehovah, Who stayed His sore judgments on the
prophet's pleading; and though Israel must go into captivity, though
they must be spoiled and brought very low, yet the promise is that
"they shall be as the stars for multitude." And the prophet Jeremiah
was commanded to speak the message of J ehovah when he pleaded
his own insufficiency. "Say not, I am a child; for thou shalt go to
all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt
speak." And when we remember that Jesus Himself said, "Where
two or three are gathered together in My Name, there am I in the
midst," we are sure of the dignity, greatness, blessing, and Presence
of Him, to Whom every returning, seeking sinner is precious, since he
cost His precious blood. Beloved reader, we may not despise the day
of small things. That Day will declare they were amongst our God's
great things !
It may seem a small thing now! The "two or three." So
weak, so small, so despised; so alone, that unbelief questions, " Am
I called upon to go on with this work ~ It cannot be that I am
suited for it. I have failed to attract, or to interest, or win. Others,
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perhaps, may have entered into my labours with greater success." Oh,
may faith lay hold of the strong God, the great God, Who out of
weakness makes strong for Himself, Who can make "a little one to
become a thousand," and so order that" one shall chase a thousand,
and two put ten thousand to flight," remembering that" the Lord
your God, He it is that fighteth for you, as He hath promised you."
Be not cast down, dear fellow-labourer; look off from your own
weakness and insufficiency and up to your strong God as you sing :"Lord, we are weak, but Thou art near;
Nor short Thine arm, nor deaf Thine ear."
Oh! think of it. The weak just hanging on to Omnipotence; the
little one relying upon the strength of the Lord God Almighty; the
lame taking the prey; the High and Holy lofty One deigning to
dwell with the low and contrite one; dust claimed by Deity! That
the very need draws the needy one to His Love, and He to His needy
one.
Go forward, thou labourer, to "sow beside all waters." May the
eye of faith look through the present cloud, and be encompassed with
the promise, coupled as it is with the command, " In the morning sow
thy seed, ,nd in the evening withhold not thine hand; for thou knowest
not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both
shall be alike good." Count upon the Lord of the Harvest doing
great things, and rejoice in daily proven truth, that He, Who is the
Cheerful Giver and His people's increase, ever delighteth to bestow
"more than they can express." Be it but a "few" ; "a small remnant"; "the weak things of the earth"; yet in His Hand all can
prosper victoriously. If Jesus be in the midst of any little company
of His remembrancers, they are made strong and valiant pleaders at
His mercy-seat"Where two or three with sweet accord,
Obedient to their Sov'reign Lord,
Meet to recount His acts of grace,
And offer solemn prayer and praise;
'There,' says the Saviour, 'will I be,
Amid this little company;
To them unveil My smiling Face,
And shed My glories round the place.'''
Yes. He has chosen to work by the weak, the small, the despised
instruments; and why? "That the excellency of the power may be
of God and not of us."
Thus, J ehovah in His might may show Israel how a stripling youth
can slay the giant Goliath, with five smooth stones and a sling.
Samson can, in a strength not his own, slay the lion with just the
jaw-bone of an ass for a weapon; Gideon's army shall wax valiant in
the fight, be they only equipped with lamps and empty pitchers and
trumpets. And though, on another occasion, Israel's army resembled
but" two little flocks of kids" against the Syrian host which" filled
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the country," yet, with the Lord of Hosts on their side, they are brought
off victorious. It is all His doing, and it is made marvellous in His
people's eyes, that Israel may" not vaunt themselves, nor say, Mine
own hand hath saved me." May grace ever keep us little in our own
eyes, and fix our hearts upon Him Who hath done, and shall yet do,
great thing'> for us.
Oh! He doeth great things in and by His feeble folk, who are nothing
in themselves, but whose horn is lifted up on high, and whose weakness
meets the strength of J acob's mighty God.
Two of one mind, of kindred spirit and heart, in gracious humility,
are blessed company, with Jesus Himself joining them in their walk
and converse. That learned Jew, Apollos, " an eloquent man, mighty
in the Scriptures," can yet find much to learn from those of humbler
sphere who were still more eminently taught of God. "This man was
instructed in the way of the Lord . . . and he began to speak boldly
in the synagogue; whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they
took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more
perfectly." Doubtless, they spent much time together over the Scriptures, and in sweet intercourse over its truths, so that they were
" mighty" in them, and thus Divinely prepared for service and
serving, for washing of the -disciples' feet; for teaching "more perfectly" the way of God.
See, again, those two dear companions (Cleophas was the name of
one, and some have taught that Luke was possibly his fellow, as he
narrates it and gives but the name of the one disciple). See them, I
say, opening up their hearts' sorrow to one another on the road to
Emmaus-bereaved of their Divine Leader and Teacher, the Crucified
One! Were they long alone? What do the Scriptures say? "And
it came to pass, that while they communed together, Jesus Himself
drew near and went with them." Oh! it is good to seek to share one
another's joys and sorrows as believers; to bear one another's burdens;
to lend a sympathizing ear to the troubled one, and to speak often one
to another of the faithfulness of their God. He knows all our heart.
He is very near; and He shows His loving approval by drawing near,
and asking His children" what things" are the burden of their sorrow,
that He may have all their hearts' testimony.
Again, in the exercise of faith of Abraham, when called to offer up
his only and beloved son, Isaac,we are are told, "so they went both
of them together." The servants were left behind. No one else must
intrude upon that secret sorrow. Abraham and his only-beloved son
must ascend Moriah's mount alone. One would almost say they
walked on in silence, for there would be little converse on that sorrowful journey. A father's heart was torn in grief, yet faith rose triumph.
ant, and willingly he obeyed, for" he rose up early in the morning,"
and evidently went forth in silence, which was possibly only broken by
the loved Isaac's exclamation, "My father, and he said, Here am I,
my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood; but where is the
lamb for a burnt offering? "
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Two are company, even in silence whilst sorrow is surging near, if
they be of one mind and heart, in acquiescence and obedience of faith.
Joshua chose two men to " go and view the land, even Jericho" ; and
they went and returned together, and brought their captain a report of
" all things that befel them." The same thought is borne out in the cleaving of Elisha unto the prophet Elijah, "when the Lord would take up
Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind." How devotedly, how yearningly,
how tenderly and truly did Elisha go with him, and thrice urge, to his
master's solicitations to return, " As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul
liveth, I will not leave thee." It must have been a solemn but lovely
sight-those two journeying on together for the last time, their souls
bound together in devotion and service! Have we not also another
such sweet picture in the history of Jonathan and David, whose souls
were" knit," and they loved one another" as his own soul."
We might enlarge. But these instances may suffice to teach us the
Lord chooses to work, not by the many but by the few, and that His
work is individual. Did not Jesus send out His disciples" two by
two," just so quietly and unostentatiously, to proclaim His Gospel?
Were not His dealings much alone when to heal and bless? "He led
the blind man by the hand, out of the town," ere He put forth His
healing touch upon him. He was" left alone" with that poor sinful
woman, when He would deal with her savingly, and bid her go and sin
no more. "When He was alone," we read, He expounded all things
unto His disciples." He was with the few favoured ones on the Mount
of Transfiguration; and the few sorrowing ones in the garden of
Gethsemane. 0 child of God, you do well when you seek to be
more alone with Him habitually. Get away from the" many coming
and going," if so be, to find yourself led" into a desert place apart"
with Jesus. Many voices may prove but Babel sounds to you; yes,
and the many books may be a device of Satan to spoil you of the time
which would better be spent in meditation over the Word. The age
is very ensnaring; Satan has many plausible baits; he has studied his
purpose and end wisely to counterfeit. And, if you are overtaken in
the snare; if, when indifference, lukewarmness, and, alas, a base heart
of unbelief exercise itself to your shameful overthrow; oh, cry for much
grace of recovery and restoration, and to keep and cleave closer t,o the
God from Whom only cometh your salvation, and Who alone can satisfy.
And when the enemy in his day seems to triumph, and you are
much alone in your ministry, in your Bible-class, or your Prayer-meetings; when so little fruit is seen; when it all seems to be " toiling in
rowing" against a contrary wind; and you appear to be sowing much
with tears and little reaping of joys; yet remember One is with you in
every step; and the Man of Sorrows, the Despised and Rejected One,
shares your heart's burden, cries, and tears.
" All unseen the Master walketh
By His toiling servant's side;
Comfortable words He speaketh,
While His Hands uphold and guide."
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As fellow-workers in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, let us
seek much grace to obey the Divine command-watch and pray.
Watch and pray, and encourage our own hearts in the language of
Scripture: "My soul, wait thou only upon God, for mine expectation
is from Him."
Finally-and to our text. What do we see ~ Here is a royal
challenge: "Who hath despised the day of small things ~ " now that
they see the hands of Zerubbabel who laid the foundations of this
house, and" his hands shall also finish it." It might be but small in
comparison to " this house in her first glory. And how do you see it
now ~ Is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing ~ " asked
the prophet Haggai. It was the house of lesser glory than its former
in comparison; and yet it was to have" more glory" than the former,
because in its courts would tread the feet of Him Who makes" all
glorious" wherever He goes. So, says the prophet Zechariah: "Who
hath despised the day of small things ~" It had its small beginnings,
but great accomplishments, when He trod its courts! And yet of
this temple it was written, and is truly fulfilled, " there shall not be left
one stone upon another."
But what of the Spiritual Temple of the Most High, whose house are
we ~ Ah! there are some crown jewels up yonder, who were very
small, very insignificant stones of the Temple down here. The Lord
has His rich treasure in the poor, the despised, the humble folk, who
are of none account to the world, but of whom, nevertheless, "the
world was not worthy!" Let us be very tender, very gentle, very
watchful, lest we sinfully despise any of these small stones, which,
when to wondering worlds are displayed the glories of our Living Head
in the redeemed Church, and the manifold wisdom of God is seen in
everyone of them, we have in any way despised these small thingswhich are equally great and dear to the heart of God-since they each
and all cost the blood of the Lamb of God! Oh! there will not be one
absent there; not the least, not the most insignificant stone in that
Living Temple shall be missing. All will be seen" fitly joined together
and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the
effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the
body unto the edifying of itself in love." And thus this" building fitly
framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord."
"The living stones from nature's pit,
For God's eternal shrine,
Chiselled and formed, and made to fit,
By grace and skill Divine.
"Jesus, the living Corner-Stone,
Sustains the fabric rare;
For such a work were vainly done,
If Jesus were not there.

•
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" And if each stone be filled complete,
By the Eternal Three;
When all the stones in glory meet,
What will the Temple be ~
"Unrivalled will the Temple stand;
Unrivalled every stone;
And glory circle Him Who planned
And wrought that work alone."
Oh! to realize this more in our labour and service, however
humble be the place appointed us! and to rest in His faithful
word, "Where two or three are gathered together in My Name,
there am I (not anything future-but present, immediate response),
-there am I in the midst of them." And His Presence is blessing
and salvation.

R.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY

~

"

(LEVITICUS xiv. 14, 15.)
" AND the priest shall take some of the blood of the trespass-offering
and the priest shall put it upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to
be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great
toe of his right foot: and the priest shall take some of the log of oil,
and pour it into the palm of his own left hand." Thus was the lepermale or female-to be cleansed. It is divinely enjoined that they use
the" anointing oil." This denotes the sacred purpose of the oil. It
was to be made for the occasion. The holy oil was commanded
to be placed on the right hand, the ear, and the toe of him that needed
to be cleansed, to denote that he was consecrated to the Lord. The
ear delighting to hear God's commanding Word. The head, of influence,
must be devoted to the Lord. The works and ways of the believer
must be submitted to Him for direction. A ceremony somewhat
similar was to be used in the case of a leprous dwelling. The priest
must officially inspect the building, and if he find in the walls signs of
the leprosy, he must shut it up for seven days, and then again examine
it, and if infection be still visible, the unclean stones must be cut out
and clean stones put in their place. Yet if "fretting leprosy" be
subsequently traced in the walls, the whole house must be condemned
and broken up. Nothing that is defiled may be offered to the holy
God. "The living, the living, he shall praise Thee, as I do this day:
the father to the children shall make known Thy truth." The holy
anointing oil was to be waved before the Lord, to denote that to Him
belong the earth and its fulness.
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THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. XL.
By FRANCIS ROBERTS, M.A., 1657, A.D.-Edited by the Rev. J. E.
WALKER, M.A.
(Continued from page 671.)

WE now enter upon the sixth dispensation of promise, immediately
preparative to the last, the seventh, of blessed fulfilment in that new
or better Covenant, which was sealed by the Mediator of the one
Eternal Covenant at Golgotha, in His own precious Blood, and in
which all the counsels of grace from everlasting were so absolutely
perfected that there can be no new dispensation, no further economy
of the Divine Redemption (Heb. i. 1).
Of this Covenant with the Captivity at Babylon, our Author has
written that :"By this Covenant-expression the Sinai-Covenant was eminently
enlarged, as well as by God's former Covenant with David. And this
Covenant ran parallel with the Sinai-Covenant from the Captivity
till the death of Christ; when they both, according to what was
vanishing in them, expired together; the new Covenant obtaining and
commencing instead of the old. Both these Covenants, that with
David and that with the Captivity, were enlargements of the SinaiCovenant. Yet that with David was peculiarly directed to his family;
this, to the whole people of the Jews; that, to David's family in
prosperity; this, to the Jews in great adversity; that, when the
civil rulers were changed from judges to kings; this, when they were
changed from kings to governors; that, establishing the kingdom
of David and his seed for ever in the everlasting kingdom of Jesus
Christ; this, assuring the Jews of their restoration from the Babylonish captivity into their own land, in order that Jesus Christ, the
true David, might be a Prince over them. That was peculiarly a
royal Covenant; this, more specially, an uncaptivating Covenant;
that Covenant brought forth the magnifical and glorious temple of
Solomon; this Covenant, the more glorious temple of Zerubbabel,
and to this temple Jesus Christ Himself came in His uwn Divine
Person, who is the desire of all nations. By that Covenant God
promised to raise up Christ of the seed of David to sit upon his throne;
by this Covenant God not only promised, but also performed these
promises in the coming and first advent of Jesus Christ, the chief Seed
of David, who should sit upon his throne for evermore. Thus both
these Covenants agree in substance with the Sinai-Covenant; both
of them confirm, explain, and enlarge the Sinai-Covenant, but in a
different way; and both of them revealed Christ: that promising
Him at a great distance; but this bringing Christ, as it were, in its
arms, who is the salvation of God, the Light of the Gentiles, and the
Glory of His people Israel.
"This Covenant is represented in many heavenly and spiritual
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promises of the Messiah's first advent; and, particularly, defines the
very time of His being' cut off, but not for Himself'; which no former
Covenant had done (Dan. ix. 20-27), and it fulfils Christ, whom foregoing Covenants only promised, for under this Covenant our Immanuel
became incarnate. So it revealed Him to the very bodily eyes of
God's people, while all former Covenants had revealed Him only to
the spiritual eye of faith. This Covenant peculiarly sets forth the
Lord, whom they sought, even the Messenger of the Covenant, whom
they delighted in, coming to His temple. Now, therefore, let us
ascend to higher contemplations and to heavenly desires and affections
towards Christ. In the consideration of this Covenant, let our souls
rise, even as the Covenant riseth."
In this dispensation, as immediately preparative for the first advent
of the Eternal Son, these two features may be clearly discerned. It
has impressed upon it, as with a Divine signet, the truth of the
Manhood of God the Eternal Son, which impression its nearness to
the actual fulfilment of the Messianic prophecies necessitated. It is
also greatly occupied with the precious doctrine of the Holy Ghost
in His quickening power and virtue-that heavenly Gift of the Father
and of the Son under the then approa'ching" dispensation of the Spirit."
And this dispensation is rightly called so, yet not indeed as though
this life-giving operation had not been known or experienced under the
Old Testament. This our Lord's words to Nicodemus cannot imply,
for He said (and the New Testament had not then begun): "Art thou
a master in Israel, and knowest not these things ~" That all spiritual
life is only and altogether of the Spirit, had been so clearly taught in
the Old Testament writings that one, who assumed the authority
and responsibility of a teacher-that Testament still subsisting at
the time when our Lord spoke thus to Nicodemus-was inexcusable,
if he did not know and teach this vital truth, -this our Lord's words
certainly intend. It is to be feared that the doctrine of the heavenly
regeneration is silenced among us now, because it can only be consistently maintained by those who hold the sweet sovereignty of grace.
Nor can we wonder that, though generally acknowledged by those
who profess evangelical truth, it is practically ignored and put out of
sight where the prevailing fashion of creature-faith and creaturereligion is preferred, as more conciliatory to the pride of our fallen
nature. Nor again can those words of the beloved disciple be wrested
to a denial of the effectual and quickening ministry of the blessed
Spirit under the Old Testament (John viii. 39) (" the Holy Ghost
was not yet given "), as the italicised "given" is not existent in the
true and authentic text, though it is rightly introduced into the
Authorised Version. The words, however, if pressed to their absolutely
literal intention, would deny the co-essential and co-eternal deity of
the Holy Ghost-a deadly heresy indeed! But they are most evidently
the strongest manner of comparative expression, other, instances of
which occur in the fourth gospel (John ix. 41; xii. 44), and they
can only intend that the Divine operation of the Spirit of all life-
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the creative Author of the new as of the old creation (Gen. i. 2) was
under the Old Testament, by contrast with the New, so restrained as to
seem by comparison almost none at all. These testimonies of the
New Testament do not, therefore, contradict but affirm the truth that
the Covenant with the Captivity contained promises which, in preparation for the greater plenitude of spiritual grace under the New Testament-then so near-must be interpreted not absolutely but comparatively, the quickening Spirit having been, as He alone ever must
and shall be, the One Divine Fountain of all spiritual, life-giving
influence and operation under every dispensation of the Covenant of
grace and redemption.
And now we must come again to the same controversy regarding
the ultra-literalistic interpretation of the Old Testament prophecies.
It is of saddest interest to remark how heretical views, that lay injurious
hands upon our Lord's person as the Divine Word of the Father, upon
also, His justifying righteousness and vicarious atonement, have, not
seldom, gone hand in hand with this literalising tendency, against
which there are some wise and necessary warnings in the Commentary
of Dr. Alexander upon the Prophecies of Isaiah, where the balance is
easily held between that and the opposite ultra-spiritualising error :" All the predictions of Isaiah," and so of the other prophets (he
writes), " whether general or specific,are not to be literally understood.
The ground of this supposition is the fact, universally admitted, that
the prophecies abound in metaphorical expressions. To assert that
this figurative character is limited to words and clauses, or at most to
single sentences, is wholly arbitrary, and at variance with the aclmowledged use of parables, both in the Old and New Testament, in which
important doctrines and events are presented under a tropical costume,
and throughout a passage sometimes of considerable length. These
facts are sufficient to sustain the negative position-that the prophecies
are not invariably clothed in literal expressions, or, in other words,
are not to be always literally understood.
" The prophecies of this book are not to be always understood in
a figurative or spiritual sense. The contrary assumption has engendered
a vast multitude of mystical and anagogical interpretations, sometimes
super-added to the obvious sense, and sometimes substituted for it,
but in either case obscuring the true import and defeating the design
of the prediction.
" That words may be naturally used with a primary and secondary
reference is clear from all analogy. That some things in the Old
Dispensation were intended to be types of corresponding objects in
the New, is clear from the New Testament. A fantastic philotypia
is not more likely to engender error than a morbid typophobia, except
that the first is not merely negative in its effects, and may be used
ad libitum, whereas the other prides itself on never adding to the
revelation, but is satisfied with taking from it. Both may exist, and
both must be avoided, not by the use of universal rules, but by the
exercise of sound discretion in specific cases, guided by the obvious
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canon, founded on experience and analogy, that types and double
senses do not constitute the staple even of prophetic language, and
are therefore not to be wantonly assumed in cases where a simpler
and more obvious exposition is abundantly sufficient to meet all the
requisitions of the text and context.
"The question, under which of these descriptions any prophecy
must be arranged, i.e., the question whether it is strictly a prediction,
and, if so, whether it is general or particular, literal or figurative,
can only be determined by a thorough and independent scrutiny of
each case by itself, in reference to form and substance, text and context,
without regard to arbitrary and exclusive theories, but with a due
regard to the analogy of Scripture in general, and of other prophecies
in particular, especially of such as belong to the same writer, or at
least to the same period, and apparently relate to the same subject.
This is far from being so attractive or so easy as the sweeping application of a comprehensive canon to all cases, like and unlike; but it
seems to be the only process likely to afford a satisfactory result."
Now tlus literalising tendency meets us face to face in these thoughts
upon the Covenant of the Captivity, for to that Covenant belong the
prophecies of Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, with certain of the minor
prophets. There is, we fear, in the recoil from the extravagant
mysticism of many patristic and medireval writers, an increasing
belief that these prophecies, as well as those of Isaiah, are entirely
Jewish and that they have no direct and immediate relation to the
Christian dispensation; that they prophesy not only of the national
restoration of the people of the external Covenant to their own landthis may be admitted without danger to the faith-but that they also
tell of a revival of the ancient Jewish economy, with a restored temple
and with "commemorative sacrifices"; and also, in this restored
theocratic commonwealth, David, raised from Ius sepulchre in the
city called by his name, is actually to be re-crowned as " the prince"
of Ezekiel's temple and of the former prophecy (Ez. xxxiv.).
It will easily appear that, if this is so-and the infinitely mysterious
prophecies of Ezekiel, Daniel, and Zechariah, all prophets of the
Captivity, are impleaded, with more confidence than modesty, for
this belief-then these consequences must inevitably follow. Those,
who adopt this new dispensational teaching, must assume the responsibility of setting aside all the old Covenant-truth, in which the saintsour Puritan Author among them-lived and died, for it has been only
taught within the last few years. And yet this is, after all, of small
consequence, in so far as it affects the reputation of the gracious divines
of former days, compared with the faet that the Church of the New
Covenant is by this dispensational teaching virtually robbed, not only
of all the sweet Covenant-sayings of the Old Testament as to any
direct right of possession, but even of much of the Scriptures of her
own peculiar Testament; indeed, it would seem, virtually of all, except
some of St. Paul's later epistles, with, perhaps, the gospels of St.
Luke and St. John, and the epistles of St. John. Even the Acts of
46
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the Apostles, it is seriously said, only knows of "the Gospel of the
Kingdom "-a gospel falling (they say) far below the mystery revealed
to St. Paul (Eph. iii. 1-6). Thus nearly all the precious words of
inspiration are taken from the inheritance of faith, whether contained
in the Old or in the New Testament. All is "for the Jew," as such
by his carnal descent, and nothing remains except by indirect allusion
for the Church of God!
Nor this only; for while the Church of the New Dispensation is
spoiled of nearly all her patrimony, the redeemed Church of the Old
Testament has also taken from her all heavenly privilege, and is called
"the earthly people with earthly promises and an earthly inheritance."
Let us present a few arguments against this new belief, that would
dislocate the Divine continuity of the two Testaments; that would
degrade the Scriptures of the Old Testament, and many of the New,
to a merely national and Jewish relation; that must abandon all
Covenant-teaching, and must look forward to a revived neo-Judaic
economy, in which carnal descent will again claim privilege, and the
words of the Holy Ghost in Gal. iii. 28, 29, and Eph. ii. 11-22, be
annulled; that would make the eternal and immutable purposes of
God in the redemption of the cross-which (they dcliberately say)
might have been avoided had the King been accepted as the Messiahwait upon and become, in fact, determined by the acts of fallen man,
and we must surely recognize how the two systems of Covenant-truth
and ultra-dispensational error are, and must be, mutually destructive.
They cannot co-exist, still less can they coalesce.
And first, attention may be directed to the words of St. Paul, where,
writing under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, he has said (Rom.
xi. 17, 18): "If some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being
a wild olive, wast grafted in among them, and with them partakest
of the root and fatness of the olive; boast not against the branches.
But, if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee."
That the one olive root of St. Paul's inspired similitude can only
intend the Abrahamic Covenant, has been proved with certainty by
Dr. Hodge, who writes in his commentary on Rom. xi. (pp. 366, 367) :"Who are intended by the first-fruits and the root, and by the
lump and the branches, in these two figures? With respect to this
question, the following are the most common and plausible answers ;" The first is that the first-fruits are understood to mean the Jews
first converted to the Christian faith, who became, as it were, the root
of the Christian Church. According to this view of the passage, the
apostle designs to say, 'Since the first converts to the Gospel were
Jews, it is evident that the nation, as such, is not cast off by God;
as a portion of them is holy (or have been accepted of God), so may
the residue be.' The second is that by the first-fruits and the root
may be understood the patriarchs, the forefathers of the Jews; and
by the lump and the branches, the residue of the nation, or the Jews
as a people. That this latter is the true meaning of the passage seems
very evident. (1) Because this interpretation alone preserves the
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propriety of the figure. How can the unconverted Jews, or the Jewish
nation, be called the branches of the portion that became followers
of Christ ~ The Gentile Christians might be so called, but not the
.Jewish people, as such. On the other hand, nothing is more natural
titan to call the ancestors the root, and their descendants the branches.
(2) This interpretation best suits the design of the apostle. He wishes
to show that the conversion of the Jews, which he had declared to
be so desirable for the Gentiles, was a probable event. He proves
this by referring to the relation of their ancestors to God. If they
were the peculiar people of God, their descendants may be regarded
as His also, since the Covenant was not with Abraham only, but also
with his seed. (3) This is the apostle's own explanation in verse 28,
where the unconverted Jews, or Hebrew nation, as such, are said to
be 'beloved for the fathers' sake.' This interpretation alone can
be consistently carried through the following verses. The Gentile
Christians are not said (ver. 17) to be grafted into the stock of the
converted Jews, but as branches with them they are united to· a
common stock. And the stock, into which the branches, now broken
off, are to be again grafted, is not the Jewish part of the Christian
Church, but the original family or household of God."
And again he says upon the seventeenth verse of the same chapter:" It is plain from this verse, that the root in this passage cannot be
the early converts from among the Jews, but the ancient Covenantpeople of God." (It may be better said, perhaps, the Abrahamic
Covenant.) "The ancient theocracy was merged in the kingdom
of Christ. The latter is but an enlargement and elevation of the
former. There has, therefore, never been other than one family of
God on earth, existing under different institutions, and enjoying
different degrees of light and favour. This family was composed,
of old, of Abraham, Isaac, and J acob, and their descendants.
Its name and circumstances have been changed; many of its old
members cast out, and others introduced, but it is the same
family still. Or, to return to the apostle's illustration, it is the same
tree, some of the branches only being changed."
The same inference-that the Covenant is one, and the Church
therefore of the eternal predestination, symbolized by the living
branches, one also under all dispensations-may be certainly gathered
from the words of James, the Lord's brother, in Acts. xv. 16, upon
which Dr. Gill has this true comment :"Verse 16: 'After this I will return,' etc. That is, after the Lord
had destroyed the sinful kingdom from off the face of the earth, and
had sifted the house of Israel among all nations; after all this He
promises to return and show favour unto them. This is the sense
of that Prophet which J ames gives; for these words are not at length
in Amos; there it is only said' in that day,' upon which Jarchi's
note is, 'after all these things shall have come upon them, that day
shall come which is appointed for redemption'; which well agrees
with James here, and the manner in which he introduces the passage:
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'and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down ';
that is, as the Jewish writers themselves interpret it, the kingdom of
the house of David, though, in a temporal sense, now in a most ruinous
condition; the sceptre was departed from Judah; all power and
authority were failing from the Jews into the hands of the Romans;
David's family were almost gone, and had no share at all in the civil
government; Jesus, who was descended from him, and was of the
blood royal and right heir to his throne, was born of a poor virgin,
and He Himself, the King of the Jews, was crucified by them; yet,
notwithstanding all this, David's tabernacle was to be rebuilt, and
his kingdom to be restored by the Messiah, but in a spiritual way.
For the tabernacle of David designs the spiritual kingdom or Church of
Christ, who is here called David, as in Ezek. xxxiv, 23, 24, and xxxvii.
24, 25; Hos. iii. 5, and of whom David was an eminent type; and
the Church may be called a tabernacle, being in the present state of
things, as to its place, movable and uncertain, though ere long it
will be a tabernacle that will not be taken down (Isa. xxxiii. 20);
and Christ's tabernacle, being of His building, and where He dwells
and keeps His court, as King of saints (see Isa. xvi. 5). The Jews
themselves refer this prophecy to the times of the Messiah; one of
the names by which thy call the Messiah is taken from hence. It is
asked: 'Who is Bar Naphli: it is replied, the Messiah; the Messiah
is called Bar Naphli (the son fallen, or of the fallen). Is it not
written, 'In that day I will raise up the tabernacle of David which is
fallen down'? 'And I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will
set it up.' This has been done by breaking down the middle wall of
partition between the Jews and Gentiles, and letting in the latter into
the Gospel-Church with the former, whereby it grows up to be a holy
temple in the Lord (see Isa. liv.2, 3, and lxi. 4, 5, and ii. 2); and to
this sense the Jews themselves interpret it: 'The holy blessed God
will raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, as it is said (Amos
ix. ll), ' In that day I will raise up the tabernacle of David; for all the
world shall be one bundle; as it is said (Zeph. iii. 9).' "
To the truth that, as the redemption is one, so the predestined
inheritance must be one also, the great chapter of the victories of
the faith (Heb. xi.), both under the Abrahamic and patriarchal, as
also under the legal dispensation, most evidently bears its Divine
testimony. "Has not," writes Bishop Waldegrave, "the mystical
Church been from the beginning one and indivisible? Let the
eleventh chapter of the Hebrews bear witness to this truth. 'These
all died in the faith,' is the significant word in which inspiration has
embalmed all its members from Abel downwards. When for a special
purpose it pleased God for a season to confer peculiar privileges upon
the natural posterity of Abraham " (in, that is, the national Covenant),
" still were they only true members of the mystical Church who partook
of the faith, which constituted Abraham father of all who believe;
and it is so now.
" Now this Church of the firstborn has been from the very beginning
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the one grand object of Jehovah's peculiar love. He chose its members,
everyone of them, in Christ before time was. He purposes to glorify
them all with Christ when time shall be no more. Nor have they been
ever absent from His mind since time began to run its course." No!
nor, we may add, from all eternity!
" Immediately that Adam fell, was the foundation of all their hopes
laid in the primffival promise of redemption. And each economic
communication of the Divine will only served to make these hopes
more clear, more definite. The very election of Israel after the flesh
was subservient to the interest of the Church. For example, it pointed
out both the source and the nature of the salvation of God: for it
declared how it was first in the seed of Abraham, and then in the
house of David, that all the families of the earth should be blessed.
It pointed out its nature. For what were the emancipation from
Egypt, the passage through the Red Sea, the wilderness journey,
the pillar of cloud and fire, the high priest with his breastplate, the
scapegoat, the jubilee trumpet; what, I say, were all these events,
persons, days, and rites, but types of good things to come in store for
the Church, even for the Church extending to remotest ages 1 And
is it likely that, if this were the burden of patriarchal revelation, if
this were the sum of the Mosaic institutions themelves, prophecy
should confine itself to matters of inferior moment 1 Then certainly"
(if any inferior theme-the earthly blessing of an earthly people, and
not the heavenly blessing of the whole election of grace-were the
subject of prophecy) "were prophecy the only discordant strain in
all the scripture-melodies! "
The same revered writer also censures the opinion of two ultraliteralists" who reduce to dogmatic form the notion among the Jews
that they were eternally heloved as a nation for the sake of their
carnal descent, and not temporarily privileged as a people for the
sake of that spiritual seed, which was then almost wholly contained
within their pale, but has since been gathered from all the families
of mankind." And he illustrates the transference of spiritual title
to the Israel of God, called and chosen out of the Gentiles, as well as
from the ancient people of the external covenant-of whom "a
remnant shall be saved "-by the remarkable use which the Holy
Ghost, by St. Paul, makes of the prophecy, taken from Hos. i. 10, in
his Epistle to the Romans (ix. 24-26), saying :"This infallible commentary on the words of Hosea (in Rom. ix.
24-26) proves even more than was established by the citation from
Isaiah xlix. 1-6. There we learnt that the term' Israel,' as used by
the ancient seers, does, sometimes at least, signify a spiritual as distinguished from a carnal people of God. But there was nothing to
carry our thoughts beyond the confines of the natural posterity of
Abraham. Here (Hos. i. 10) we learn that that boundary has been
passed, even in the books of the older Covenant. For Hosea, as
expounded by St. Paul, extends the significance of his (the prophet's)
spiritual Israel to the called, not of the Jews only, but also of the
Gentiles."
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Now, can it be seriously denied that David may be a mystical name
of the Son of God incarnate, born in David's descent, according to the
flesh, in the miraculous nativity, the true Shepherd, the Divine King,
the one Mediator ~ Hurd (" On the Prophecies ") has rightly said :"The term Jew means (in the New Testament, Rev. ii. 9; Rom. ii.
28, 29) a Christian; David means Christ; the incense of the Templeservice means the prayers of Christians; plainly and confessedly so."
And Bishop Waldegrave has written: "For' house of Israel and house
of Judah,' see Jer. xxxi. 31, as expounded in Heb. viii. 8 and x. 14-17 ;
for's eed of J acob and seed of Israel' see Ps. xxii. 22, 23, as expounded
in Heb. ii. 11, 12; for' tabernacle of David,' see Amos ix. 11, 12, as
expounded in Acts xv. 17; for' Zion,' see Psalm ii. 6, 7, as expounded
in Acts xiii. 33, 34."
It is of the last importance, that we may arrive at the true intention
of those prophecies in Jeremiah and Ezekiel, which are distinctly
said by the Holy Ghost to be prophetic of the new or better Covenant
as established,-not at some distant date for a future generation, butimmediately after the Resurrection and Ascension of our blessed
Lord, and the Advent and Mission of the Divine Comforter (Heb.
viii. 6-13; x. 15-18), that we should give all attention to the fact,
that there are, with .the name of David, such gracious sayings and
promises added, that they must, most certainly, remove the inspired
words, into which they have been interwoven, from the literal personality
of the ancient king, of whom St. Peter says, with an emphasis that
might seem to anticipate and preclude all this erroneous literalising,
in Acts. ii. 29-36 :" Men and brethren, let me speak freely unto you of the patriarch
David, that he is dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this
day.
" Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with
an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh,
he would raise up Christ to sit upon his throne;
"He, seeing this before, spake of the resurrection of Christ, that
his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.
" This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we are all witnesses.
"Therefore. being by the right hand of God exalted, and having
received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed
forth this, which ye now see and hear.
" For David is not ascended into the heavens; but he saith himself,
The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand.
" Until I make thy foes thy footstool.
" Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath
made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and
Christ."
And these sayings and promises, with equal certainty, attach and
unite the prophetic words to the glorified Person of God's anointed
King, Jesus Immanuel.
We may instance, as proofs of this, Ps. lxxxix. 29, and 35-37; Isa.
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ix. 6, 7; Iv. 2-4; upon which last passage Dr. Alexander's words
are illuminating :" According to general analogy the interjection' Lo,' has reference
not to a past event, but to one either present or future. This argument
from usage is confirmed by the fact that at the beginning of the next
verse it does undoubtedly relate to the future, and that the connection
of the verses is obscure and abrupt, if that before us be referred to
David. Another difficulty is, that David could not with truth be so
emphatically styled the chief or leader of the nations. For, although
he did subdue some foreign tribes, they did not constitute the main
part of his kingdom, and the character in which the Scriptures always
represent him, is that of a theocratic king of Israel.
" The usual meaning of the term' witness,' as applied to the Messiah
or to God, implies as much authority as either of the others, for it
means an authoritative witness of the truth, and this is substantially
equivalent to Prophet, or Divine Teacher; an office with which David
was never invested in relation to the Gentiles."
We then come to those places in Ezekiel xxxiv. 23-31, where the
whole sweetness of the words bears eloquent testimony to their
spiritual relation to Jesus Christ, "the Plant of renown," the
" good Shepherd" of John x. Surely it is little less than impiety
to take these gracious words from Christ, the Father's mediatorial
Servant (Isa. xlix. 5, 6), and from His poor, desolate, and afflicted
flock.
And then, lastly, there is a passage in Zechariah (xii. 8), which must
be ascribed and given to Jesus Christ, who is the Uncreated Angcl or
Messenger of the Covenant, who is also the true God and Eternal Life in
His mystical oneness with His flock and people. Of David's kingdom,
Dr. Fairbairn has written :"To make the preparatory and the final properly harmonise and
. adapt themselves to each other, the Lord, in the first instance, ordered
matters connected with the institution of the kingly government, so
as to render the beginning an image of the end-typical throughout of
Messiah's work and kingdom. And then, lest the typical bearing
of things should be lost sight of in consequence of their present interest
or importance, he gave in connection with them the word of prophecy,
which, proceeding on the ground of their typical import, pointed the
expectations of the Church to corresponding but far higher and
greater things still to come. In this way, what must otherwise
have tended to veil the purpose of God, and obstruct the main design
of His preparatory dispensation, was turned into one of the most
effective means of revealing and promoting it. The earthly head
[David], that now under God stood over the members of the commonwealth, instead of overshadowing his authority, only presented this
more distinctly to their view, and served as a stepping-stone to faith,
in enabling it to rise nearer to the apprehension of that Personal Indwelling of the Godhead-the real Immanuel-which was to constitute
the foundation and the glory of the Gospel dispensation. Not only
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was the work of God's preparatory arrangements not arrested (in
David's royalty), and the prospective anticipation of the future not
marred, but occasion was taken to unfold this future in its more
essential features with an individuality and distinctness, with a
variety of detail and vividness of colouring not to be met with in any
other portions of prophetic Scripture."
We have yet to meet the objection, that the temple of Ezekiel, with
its wealth of minute detail. must be interpreted as an injunction and
commandment for the literal building of its mysterious fabric, and
that it must thus compel an equally literal sense to be attributed to
the other prophecies.
Now the fact has been well stated by Bishop Waldegrave, and by
Wordsworth, also that there are unmistakable signs in these very
chapters, both in themselves and in their words as parallel with
other prophecies (Ezek. xl. to xlviii.), that show most plainly the
impossibility of their literal fulfilment. For the first, reference may
be given to Wordsworth's "Commentary on Ezekiel," pp. 274-289.
"It were easy," says Bishop Waldegrave, "to point out how the
literal interpretation of these and similar prophecies will involve its
adherents in conclusions seriously at variance with each other. Thus,
one passage brings all the nations up to Jerusalem to worship (Zech.
xiv. 16), while another authorizes their presenting to God in every
place incense and a pure offering (Mal. i. 11); Ezekiel again confines
the priesthood to the sons of Zadok (xliv. 15), while Jeremiah extends
it to all the priests of the tribe of Levi (Jer. xxxiii. 18)." And, yet
further, this grave general objection may be taken, that "Ezekiel
presents very distinct intimations that the accomplishment of his
prophecy must be sought for at a period when the law of Moses is no
longer in force. The very Jews themselves perceived that Ezekiel
promulgated a ritual diverse from that of their ancient Law-giver.
But," adds the Bishop, "I take my stand (for the spiritual interpretation) upon the certain fact that the restoration of Levitical worship,
whether for Jew or Gentile, is irreconcilable with the Christian
teaching of the New Testament Scriptures (Gal. iv. 9; v. 2; Phil.
iii. 9; Heb. viii., to x., 18-29)."
Now it has been pointed out by the late Duke of Manchester that
"the sacrifices mentioned by Ezekiel are those very ones which are
done away by Christ-the sin-offering and the trespass-offering.
Would not, therefore, their re-establishment (he justly urges) vitiate
the one offering of Christ? (Heb. x. 5-9)." And he further compares
Ezekiel xliv. 9, with Gal. v. 2---4, and Ezek. xlv. 21, with 1 Cor. v. 7, 8.
Nor can these sacrifices be eucharistic or commemorative, for it is
written "to reconcile" and "to cleanse," as though intended to
have a typical atoning efficacy.
But enough has been said; sufficient surely to make those pause
who are accustomed to speak of Ezekiel's temple as though it is to be
literally built and dedicated to a revived neo-Judaic worship. And so,
having cleared the way, we will end with some sweetly spiritual words
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of our Puritan Author, reserving fuller quotation for a concluding
paper.
" Why the Lord took occasion of revealing this Covenant to them,
even under this sad captivity, may be briefly resolved. The Lord
did this that His Covenant might make the deeper impression upon
them in that their deepest affiiction; that they might also set their
hearts to believe his Covenant-promises. The ear and heart, that
were close shut against God and His will in prosperity, are ofttimes
wide opened in adversity. Manasseh himself, when bound in fetters
and carried to Babylon, in his affiiction besought the Lord his God,
and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers. So true
is that of Elihu: 'If they be bound in fetters, and holden in cords of
affiiction, then He sheweth them their work and their pransgressions,
that they have exceeded. He openeth also their ear to dscipline,
and commandeth that they return from iniquity: No Covenantdispensation so thoroughly cured God's people of Judah and Benjamin
of their idolatry and of their stony hardness of heart, as did this
Covenant-dispensation under their captivity. And after their return
from Babylon, what an excellent Covenant did they renew most
solemnly with God.
"Thus the Lord would more endear Himself and His Covenantmercies unto them. The Lord and His Covenant-mercy should be
always sweet and precious to poor sinners. But when sinners are
under distress for their sins, then they are wont to be doubly dear
and precious. God loves to have Himself and His mercies highly
esteemed and dearly affected, and therefore sometimes He involves
His people in miseries that thence they may learn the due value of
His mercies. Mercy is always sweet; but mercy in midst of misery
is doubly swee~. Light is always pleasant, but light shining out in
darkness is doubly pleasant. Life is always delightful, but life in
the shadow of death, life out of the grave, is doubly delightfuL God
and His Covenant-mercies are always precious, but God giving Himself
. to be their God, and His mercies to be their mercies, and both by
Covenant, and this in Babylon, in captivity, in their grave-how
incomparably precious!
"God will, moreov~r, declare hereby His all-sufficiency, His grace
and His fidelity to His people in their extremities. His all-sufficiency,
in that He could bring them out of Babylon into their own land
against all seeming impossibilities. Though they were dead and
dry bones, though buried in their graves, yet God could open their
graves, and bring them forth. He could give them a resurrection
in Babylon. And He will manifest His grace and faithfulness, in
that He would so deliver them. Accordingly, when the time came,
He did deliver them according to His promises, beyond their expectation, and to their great admiration. They said: 'Our bones are
dried, and our hope is lost, we are cut off for our parts.' But God said:
'Behold, My people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come
np out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel.' Where-
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upon, when this great work was done, the captives could scarce believe
it to be done; but they thought they had been in a deluding dream.
, When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them
that dream' (Ps. cxxvi. 1).
" God would demonstrate hereby more clearly His tender compassions
to His distressed people, not for their deserts, 'but merely for His
own holy name's sake.' As for them, they had transgressed exceedingly
against God before their captivity, and they profaned God's name
before the heathen under their captivity. Therefore God prefixeth
this preface to His Covenant-promises, saying, 'But I had pity for
mine holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the
heathen, whither they went. Therefore say to the house of Israel,
Thus saith the Lord God, I do not this for your sakes, 0 house of
Israel, but for Mine holy name's sake.' So that God had compassion
upon them, because He would have compassion upon them. And
the riches of these, His compassions, are notably displayed in this
Covenant.
"He will also support and comfort them under so great and long
afflictions lest they should faint under them, and be swallowed up of
despair. They had at this time very disconsolate and despairing
thoughts of their captivity. They said: 'Our bones are dried, and
our hope is lost.' But God replies comfortably: 'Ye shall know that
I am the Lord, when I have opened your graves, 0 My people, ancl
brought you up out of your graves.' Oh, how welcome are God's
consolations to the afflicted! As the shadow against the heat, as
the shelter against the storm, as the seasonable showers to the parched
ground! How sweet was it when, in reference to the Captivity, the
Lord answered with good words and comfortable words (Zech. i. 13).
"He will likewise assure the captives that their great captivity,
whatever sad aspect it might have at present, should not destroy
or make void God's former Covenant with David touching the perpetual
kingdom of His seed, fulfilled in Jesus Christ, that' Branch of Righteousness that should grow up unto David.' The prophet, therefore,
expressing many promises to the captives touching their return out
of captivity, intermingles this promise of the righteous King over
Judah and Jerusalem for evermore, and the words are very pathetical
(Jer. xxiii. 5)."
And does not the later prophecy (Jer. xxx. 9, and 21; xxxi. 31-40)
unite its words with the coming in meekness and humiliation of the
gentle King of love, at whose blessed Incarnation the words, so full
of tears, "In Rama was a voice heard," were, as the evangelist St.
Matthew (ii. 17, 18) says, by the Holy Ghost, fulfilled ~
(To be continued.)
SOON shall we hear Him say,
"Come, waiting child, away,
Lo! now has dawned the day
That knows not night! "
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SERMON

BY

COMPLETE IN HIM.
THE LATE REV. W. A. CORNWALL, M.A., Bath.

" Ye are complete in llim."-CoLOSSIANS ii. 10.

"YE are complete." Strangc words to be addrcsscd to mortal ears!
As regards his temporal condition, man is ever wishing for something
that he has not; never completely rich, completely satisfied, or completely happy.
So, in spiritual things likewisc, the Christian is ever wishing to be
more holy, more useful; striving to " go on unto perfection,"-never
" complctc."
And yet, despitc all his present infirmities and imperfections, there is
a completcness of which the believer is even now possessed: "Ye are
complete 1'n lIim."
St. Paul, in this epistle, is writing to true believers,-" To the saints
and faithful brethren in Christ, which were at Colosse." In the opening
verses he speaks of their "faith," yea, "the steadfastness of their
faith in Christ," of their" love to all the saints," and of their Gospel
" hope;" and yet he felt it needful to warn even such against false
teachers, and false sources of confidence. There were those who
sought to engraft upon the Gospel the outward rites and requirements
of Judaism, as necessary to salvation. Against such he solemnly
protests. "Beware," he says (ver. 8), " lest any man spoil you," make
you their spoil, "through philosophy"-i.e., false philosophy-" and
vain deceit, after the traditions of men, after the rudiments (or elements)
of the world," legal ordinances, " and not after Christ;" and he deems
it needful to remind them of their standing in Christ Jesus, and of
their Gospel privileges; of the sufficiency of Christ, and of their
sufficiency in Him: "for "---,i.e., because-" in Him dwelleth all the
fulness of the Godhead bodily:" i.e., in human nature: "and in
Him ye are filled full "-" Ye are complete in Him."
My brethren, these are at once words of caution and words of
encouragement; and we, too, need them. Why have professing
Christians so little comfort in religion, so little strength and spirit for
God's service ~ Why are many persons so undecided, and so easily
carried about with every wind of doctrine ~ It is, I believe, because
they do not realize the completeness of salvation that there is in Christ,
and their own completeness and sufficiency in Him.
May the Holy Spirit bless His own words to us this day, and so reveal
to all our hearts the fulness and preciousness of Jesus, that sinners
may be led to flee to Him for refuge, and that His believing people may
rejoice in Him as their all-sufficient Saviour. "Ye are complete in
Him." Every word in this brief sentence is emphatic. ConsiderL The Person spoken of. "In Him:" not in yourselves. In
yourselves ye are poor and miserable, guilty and condemned. "In
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me," says Paul, "(that is, in my flesh), dwelleth no good thing;"
but" in Christ Jesus." And who was Christ ~ Some call Him a mere
Man; Scripture declares Him to be "the Son of God." Some look
upon Him as an angel; Scripture says, " And let all the angels of God
worship Him." Some esteem Him to be higher than the angels, and
yet less than the Father; He Himself testifies, " I and My Father are
one;" "He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father." Yes: the
Man Christ Jesus was likewise the God-man, " the everlasting Father."
"The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld His
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father), full of grace and
truth; . . . and of His fulness have all we received." "In Him
dwelleth all the fulness of the God-head bodily. And ye are complete
in Him:" not by, or through, but" in Him."
n. Yes: such is the believer's standing, such his relationship to
Jesus Christ. And not here alone, but very frequently in Scripture is
this intimate relationship spoken of. "God hath chosen us in Christ,"
"Hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ Jesus;" "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature."
Such is the standing, such the privileged position in which God is
pleased to look upon believers, and in which they are exhorted to look
upon themselves, as " in Christ Jesus."
And this close union is likewise set forth under various images.
Believers are in Christ as the stones in a building,-" Jesus Christ
Himself being the chief corner-stone," "in whom ye also are builded
together for an habitation of God through the Spirit,"-as the branches
in a tree: "I am the vine, ye are the branches: abide in Me,"-as
the members in the body: "God hath made Him to be Head over all
things, to the Church, which is His body." "Now ye are the body
of Christ, and members in particular." And, lastly, the union of
Christ and believers is likened to that of husband and wife: "For the
husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the Head of the
Church;" "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ loved the
Church, and gave Himself for it." And these metaphors, while. combining to illustrate the close union betwixt C)J.rist and His believing
people, have each a special and distinct aignificancy. Thus, as stones
in a building rest on the foundation, even so do believers rest on Christ
crucified as their sole ground of pardon and acceptance: "Other
foundation can no man lay,"-as the branches in a tree derive sustenance and nourishment from the parent stem, even so do believers
derive spiritual strength from Christ: "As the branch cannot bear
fruit of itself, ·except it abide in the vine, no more can ye, except ye
abide in Me,"-as the head watches over and sympathizes with every
member of the body, even so does Christ care for and sympathize with
His believing people: "He that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of
His eye." "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me ~" "Inasmuch
as ye did it unto one of the least of these, ye did it unto Me." And,
lastly, as the wife, however lowly her original position, is raised by
marriage to a joint participation in her husband's rank and property,
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even BO are believers accounted joint partakers in all the present
privileges and future glories as well as in the past sufferings of Jesus:
poor and beggars as they are, He "raiseth the poor from the dust,
and the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to
make them inherit thrones of glory." All that He did, they did; all
that He has, they have; all that He is, they, in the sight of God, now
are, and in the sight of men and angels shall yet be. In His death,
resurrection, ascension, and exaltation, believers are one with Christ-" Complete in Him." "All things are yours, and ye are Christ's, and
Christ is God."
But this high privilege, this great blessedness, is only for the true
believer,-for him who has taken Christ to be his Saviour, and renounced everything that he may win Christ, and be found in Him.
But some believer may be ready to exclaim, Such exalted privileges
cannot surely be mine. I am not conscious of possessing them. I do
not feel that I am enjoying them. My brethren, these truths, whereof
we speak, are not in the first instance, not primarily, for your feelings,
but for your faith: they are to be believed, not because you feel them,
but because God has said them. He has said of all true believers
that they are" in Christ," and that in Him they are complete. God
so regards them, and He would have them so to regard themselves:
" Ye are complete in Him."
Ill. And now let us consider more particularly wherein that completeness consists. What are some of the chief blessings wherewith
God hath blessed His people in Christ Jesus?
1. In the first place, then, believers are "complete" in Christ as
concerning the forgiveness of their sins,-they are completely forgiven.
How clear, how emphatic are the words of Scripture on this point!
" God did lay on Him the iniquities of us all;" "Who, His own
self, bare our sins in His own body on the tree;" "He hath redeemed
us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us ;" "In whom
we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins."
And not alone is there forgiveness for the believer once for all, or for
his past sins only, but as often and as fully as he needs, and turns in
humble penitence and faith to Jesus. "If any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and He is the
propitiation for our sinE." So that" if we confess our sins, God is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." Here, then, is a free, continued, and complete forgiveness in Christ; so that the believer may, with the Apostle, boldly
throw down the challenge, " Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ
that died," and" there is therefore now no condemnation to them that
are in Christ Jesus."
2. And not alone is the believer completely rescued from the penalty
of his sins; he is, moreover, in Christ complete as to his acceptance with
the Father-accounted completely righteous. In 1 Cor. i. 30 it is said
that Christ" of God is made unto us righteousness," or justification.
Now, to be justified means more than to be simply pardoned; it means
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to be accounted righteous, as though we had perfectly obeyed God's
law. This the believer is accounted in Christ Jesus. "This is the
name whereby He shall be called, The Lord our righteousness;"
" God made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Him." Thus not alone is the believer
completely pardoned; he is completely justified, "acceptcd in the
beloved."
Such is the completeness of salvation that is provided for the sinner
in Christ Jesus. Vile and guilty in himself, yet in Christ he is cleansed
from all sin, and accounted perfectly righteous in the sight of God.
Brethren, if so complete be the salvation that is in Christ Jesus,
and if all may freely come to Him, then what need have we of earthly
priests, or earthly sacrifices, or earthly intercessors? If we are true
believers, then God regards us as "in Christ Jesus;" and Paul
declares, "Ye are complete in Him."
But here, again, some child of God may find the cry rising to his lips,
Would that such privileges were mine! Would that I could feel that
I was forgiven and accepted in Christ Jesus! how happy should I be !
My brethren, I repeat, these truths are for your acceptance, for
your faith; and are to be believed before ever you can hope to feel
them. It is, indeed, quite true, that if you are believing, a sense of
God's love will, in due time, flow down into your heart; but you are,
in the first instance, to believe, not because you feel, but because God,
in His Word, has declared them.
He has said, with reference to Christ, "Ye are complete in Him: "
completely forgiven, completely accepted. Believe this, and, in
believing, peace and comfort will flow into your minds. Seek, then,
and pray to be enabled to believe, and so to realize your completeness
in Christ. Look not within for comfort; look out of yourself to
Christ, your Covenant Head. "For in that He died, He died unto sin
once; but in that He liveth, He liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye
also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through
Jesus Christ our Lord." It was thus that David found comfort,
In the view of his own vileness he cries, " Thou hast set our misdeeds
before Thee, our secret sins in the light of Thy countenance." (Psalm
xc. 8.) But looking to God's promises in Christ, he exclaims, in another
Psalm so often on our lips, " 0 come, let us sing un to the Lord: let
us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation."
Thus, too, did Paul find comfort. Looking at himself, he cries
out, "Wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body
of this death?" But remembering his covenant relationship to
Christ, he adds, " I thank God through .T esus Christ om' Lord."
Believer, let it be thus with you. In yourself, "wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked," yet know that you are
complete in Christ--while feeling your own vileness, and confessing
with Isaiah that all your righteousnesses are "as filthy rags," yet
may you exclaim, in the words of the same prophet, " In the Lord have
I righteousness and strength."
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But it may be objected-it often is objected-that while this salvation provides for the sinner's pardon and acceptance, it makes no
provision for the holiness and obedience of his after-life; but, on the
contrary, seems to hold out an encouragement to sin and self-indulgence.
Were this so, then it certainly could not be true that we are" complete
in Christ." The child of God needs not alone pardon and acceptance
with God, he needs holiness likewise-personal "holiness, without
which no man shall see the Lord." He needs to be sanctified in heart,
and character, and life; and, with respect to this work also, we rejoice
to know the believer is " complete in Jesus."
3. For in Him he finds the only effectual motive, the only sufficient
means of sanctifying grace. Let a man make the strongest resolutions
and put forth the greatest efforts to serve God, yet if it be done in hi~
own strength, or rather if it be not done in sole dependence upon Christ,
and with true Gospel faith in Him, all will be in vain. In order to
serve God acceptably, we want two things: a sufficient motive, and
to have sufficient strength; and these are only to be found in Christ.
Out of Him wc can have neither, but we are" complete in Him."
(a). In Christ the believer finds a constraining motive to serve and
please God: viz., love, gratitude to Him. No matter what a man may
do, if it be not done through love to God, it profiteth him nothing;
but out of Christ no man can love God, for out of Christ he can see
God only as an angry Being, who will bring his every sin to judgment,
and deal with him as he deserves. He fears God, his carnal mind is
emnity against God; but when he sees God in Christ reconciling the
world, not imputing their trespasses unto them-when he can draw
nigh to God as his loving Father, at peace with Him in Jesus-then the
enmity of his heart is slain. "We love Him because He first loved
us;" and love is the fulfilling of the law: for if a man love God, his
heart's desire will be to serve and please Him. Out of Christ the
sinner has no effectual motive to induce him to serve God; but in
Christ he is " complete," the love of Christ constraineth him.
(b). Again, in Christ, and in Him alone, does he find the strength
needful for God's service. We are" not sufficient of ourselves to think
anything as of ourselves." " Without Me," says Christ, "ye can do
nothing; " and the way Christ strengthens us is by imparting to us His
Holy Spirit, His all-sufficient grace: "If any man have not the Spirit
of Christ, he is none of His;" and to have His Spirit we must
be "joined to Him:" "He that is joined unto the Lord is one
Spirit."
,
Only, then, as we arc in Christ can we have the Spirit of Christ; and
only as we have His Spirit helping us can we be enabled to serve and
please God. Thus, then, as regards the work of personal holiness and
usefulness, the believer is " complete in Christ:" "the love of Christ
constraining him," the word of Christ directing him, and the Spirit of
Christ enabling him to live to God's glory. "I know that in me (that
is, in my flesh)," says Paul," dwelleth no good thing;" and yet
he adds, " I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me."
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My brethren, if we are in Christ, we too shall be enabled to say this,
for our text declares, "Ye are complete in Him."
And so in all else that concerns the believer's present peace-continued safety and final glory-he is complete in Christ. Scripture
abounds with assurances to this effect: "We know that all things
work together for good to them that love God;" "He that spared not
His own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall He not with
Him also freely give us all things ~" "All things are yours."
And then as to the future, He Himself declares, "My sheep shall
never perish;" "I go to prepare a place for you, and if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself ;
that where I am, there ye may be also;" "Because I live ye shall live
also."
In view of such promises, well might Paul exclaim in the closing
verses of Romans viii., " Who shall separate us from the love of Christ 1
shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword ~ I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
We have thus considered some of the ways in which believers are
complete in Christ: they are complete in Him as to their forgiveness
and acceptance with God, complete as to their motive and ability to
serve God, complete as to their peace and preservation here, and glory
in the life to come. For any of thcse blessed privileges out of Christ
they must look in vain; but believers, all believers, are" complete in
Him."
IV. Yes: "Ye are complete,"-not ye shall be, but ye are. There
are present benefits at once assured to the believer. He is "passed
from death unto life." Look at that poor dying criminal, laying down
his life as the forfeit of his country's outraged laws: he looks to Jesus
with the eye of faith, and that very moment is he made" complete in
Him,"-completely saved, completely fitted for His kingdom: "To-.
day shalt thou be with Me in paradise." Yes: "ye are complete in
Him,"-not some, but all believers. St. Paul addresses all to whom he
writes: "All who are in Christ are complete in Christ."
And now, what is it to be in Christ? How are we in Him ~ It is,
brethren, our being led to believe in Him, to trust in Him through the
help of His Spirit.
The Holy Spirit shows us our need of Christ, opens our hearts to
receive Christ, and sheds His love abroad in our hearts: "Of Him are
ye in Christ;" and" in Christ J csus neither circumcision availeth
anything, nor uncircumcision, but faith which worketh by love."
My believing brethren, you who are truly looking to Christ and
resting in Christ, seek and pray to be enabled to realize and to enjoy
this assurance of our text.
Many sincere Christians go on their way mourning, almost, doubtful
of their acceptance before God, while His Word teems with most
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gracious promises for their comfort; and here is one assurance that
might well dissipate their fears and send them on their way rejoicing,
God has solemnly declared, "Ye are complete in Christ." Will you
not believe this declaration and take courage? It is the weakness~
yea, the want of faith, that makes many a child of God downcast, undecided, and unfruitful. To everyone who is looking with, a sincere;
though it may be with a weak and trembling, faith to Jesus, does God.
say, "Ye are complete in Him." By faith you are in Christ, and in
Christ" all things are yours "-pardon, righteousness, grace, heaven"
everlasting life.
Oh, when the believer is depressed with anxiety about his soul, let
him read these gracious words," Ye are complete in Him."
,
When sin seems to get the upper hand, and the world and Satan to
prevail, let him draw courage from the assurance, "Ye are complete in
Him."
When afflictions come upon him, and troubles, like an angry sea,
seem ready to engulf him, let him be comforted by the declaration,
"Ye are cOD;lplete in Him." As we believe and realize this truth, SQ
shall we be sustained and strengthened, and madE' more than con·
querors through Him that loved us.
And you, my dear brethren, who are not yet in Christ, will you not
even now come to Him and share in this completeness? He invites,
exhorts, beseeches you to do so. Be in Christ this night by casting
yourself heartily, unreservedly, confidingly upon His love, and you too
shall be "complete in Him;" and then, no matter what your circumstances, you shall be blest and happy. If rich, you shall have obtained
better riches rtill, and, if poor, you shall have acquired a treasure
which the world cannot purchase-ye shall be "rich toward God."
THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE MR. JAMES INSKIP.
IN MEMORIAM.
WE take up the pen this month with a heavy heart and a trembling
hand to record the great personal loss we have sustained by the unanticipated departure of a dear and trusted .. friend of very long
standing.
Mr. INSKIP, of Bristol, and the writer were closely associated by the
sacred ties of faith in the truths of the Gospel of Gon's.grace, in attachment to the principles of the Protestant Reformation, and in theh:
public maintenance and defence. For some forty years-especially
during the last thirty-the closest fellowship existed between them, on
which the shadow of death has indeed fallen, but of which it cannot
dim the memory.
His wise and mature counsel was always at our service in times of
difficulty, and his co-operation in utilising the Press for the furtherance of Bible Protestantism was invaluable. We have lost, and the
47
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Protestant cause at large has lost, one of the most capable, statesmanlike, and prescient of its leaders, and in a national crisis, too, when
men o.f his exceptional qualifications are urgently required. May He
Who raised up Mr. INSKIP, and made him by His grace what he was,
hear the prayers of His people for help in this the hour of their need,
end send them leaders-men full of the SPIRIT of wisdom, strong, and
of a good courage. The example of unwavering steadfastness which
the consistent testimony of our dear friend exhibited so long as life was
divinely extended to him, may well inspire others-and particularly
those who have youth on their side-to rally to the cause of GOD'S
~uth and fill up the vacant places, now so numerous, in the militant
ranks of His faithful witnesses.
Mr. INSKIP was a lover of good men, and a succourer of many. His
faI'ge heart was not circumscribed in its outlook on the times in which
he lived, and he truly loved all who loved the LORD JESUS insincerity,
1:0 whatever denomination of Christians they belonged. Although he
was a man who held and spoke out his convictions without the fear of
others before his eyes, he was tender of their feelings and ever avoided
giving unnecessary pain to those who differed from him. We can
recall many examples of the exercise of this grace. His testimony of
Evangelical truth, and faithful warnings against prevailing errors,
whether of Romanism, Ritualism, or the prevalent "Higher" Criticism, were thoughtful, timely, and convincing. Never can we
forget a sentence he employed on the platform of the Clifton Conference
years ago when combating the Destructive Biblical Criticism-" Which
of those critics could write for us a second SONG of SOLOMON ~ "
We had hoped to include in the present MAGAZINE an article he
wrote after the beginning of his late illness, on a Scripture subject,
'ull of vigorous thought, remarkable for its lucidity and originality,
and withal of striking gravity-as though he had a premonition of
the approaching end. The article was found by his family since his
lamented decease. We regret, however, that its publication must be
delayed till next month. It speaks as a voice from the grave-yet a
living familiar voice.
Farewell, dear friend and brother, we are sundered but" a little
while," and soon we shall be reunited in the glory of our adorable
BEDEEMER'S presence, to engage in the everlasting service of the
LAMB, "Who loved us and gave Himself for us."
We ask the prayers and sympathy of our readers on behalf of Mr.
'1NSKIP'S surviving widow and family, that abundant grace and comfort
may be vouchsafed to them in their sore and irreparable bereavement.
THE EDITOR.
"TARRY His leisure then,
Although He seem to stay,
A moment's intercourse with Him
Thy grief will overpay."
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ENRICHED.
WHEN near the close of the year, every thoughtful, and especially every
spiritual, mind will review the events which have been prominent in
personal experience during the course of the year. To some of us joys
have been the leading feature-to some, many sorrows-and to all of
us mingled joys and sadness; but in all, we who are in Christ ar~
enabled to say we were and are enriched by Him in everything. The
Marahs displayed Him close beside; and the Elims shone with the
brightness of His love. It is His blessing which maketh rich and,
addeth no sorrow with it. The riches of earth entail cares, anxieties,'
jealousies, yea, they have even cost their possessors love and life. But
the unsearchable riches of Christ bring only peace, joy, and love
beyond expression. In Him we possess all things. Oh! the riches
of grace here and glory hereafter. I have been thinking of another
sweet passage in connection with the being enriched by Him,-a
passage of the Holy Word which, though so full, yet gives only a very
brief glimpse of our riches and possessions. His dealings are so exceedingly gracious that we can but very feebly touch, and very dimly see,
the edge alone of the marvellous inexhaustible riches already in occupation; but more than this-laid up in store for us. The portion of
Scripture to which I allude is that in 1 Cor. iii. 21: "All things are
yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or
death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours; and ye
are Christ's; and Christ is God's."
Taking these in detail, a blessed light is thrown on the being enriched
by Him in all things,-all things, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas.
I think these refer to the spiri ual benefits-the various spiritull}
benefits - derived from preachers of the Word. For just preceding this
passage we read, " Let no man glory in men," and it is in reference to .
the wisdom of man being foolishness with God, and that the Lord
knoweth the thoughts of the wise that they are vain. The natural
man is so elated with acquirement of knowledge, yet so infinitesimal
is his greatest knowledge, that it is foolishness with God. And what
grievous errors man's wisdom leads him into. We have abundant
evidence of this all around us. The simplest, feeblest soul that has the
Divine spark of knowledge of Jesus, Who is Himself the wisdom of God,
knows more than the most exalted human intelligence. The poet
Cowper very touchingly wrote, referring to Voltaire, the distinguished
.J .•.J.LJ-"c;l
French infidel writer :"Yon cottager, who weaves at her own door,
Pillow and bobbins all her little store,
Who knows, and knows no more, her Bible true,A truth the brilliant Frenchman never knew.
She reads therein, with sparkling eyes,
Her title to her treasure in the skies."
Therefore let no man glory in mere fallible, erroneous men.

For-
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the Apostle adds-for all things are yours. All things serve you. Paul
or Apollos or Cephas, endowed as they were with the wisdom of God in
various ways. They all, with their God-given-not their ownmessages, are yours. Paul was the planter; he helped your soul in its
new soil, pointing you to the only Saviour in your awakened, sin-viewing,
guilt-realizing state. He pointed to the only Redemption from sin,
and that"On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand."
Then Apollos, the waterer, with his gracious words falling like dew
on the tender herb-enlightening you, and leading you gently step by
step into clearer and deeper knowledge of the love and will of God.
Then Cephas, the strengthener, Cephas-Peter, a stone-the adherer
to the truth-" When thou art converted," or turned, said Jesus to
him, "strengthen thy brethren." And in his Epistles he is specially
the writer to the tried, the sorrowful, the mourner. All these, dear
reader, Paul, Apollos, Cephas, minister to your soul's well-being. In
their planting, watering, strengthening, they are yours. The world is
yours. Is it not strange to say the world is the believer's,-the world,
which seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him ~ No; the meaning is
obvious. The world ministers to the Christian, whether for experience,
or for trial, or for testing of character, or as the opportunity for testifying. The world is yours. Oh! display the banner of truth, the grace
of Christ, the preciousness of His love. Then, again, the world is yours,
for your Father made it for you to display His own redeeming love and
sovereign power; and He made it that you might see its fairness, and
know that in its most beautiful aspect it is but a very faint shadow of
" His own fair world to come."
,. Life" is yours. Natural life is His gift, the joy of living, and loving,
and beholding, the joy of knowledge and power. Yes, and more than
this, spiritual life is yours. Life bought with the precious blood of
Jesus. A life hid with Christ in God. The everlasting life enkindled
by the breath of the Holy Spirit. Life is yours-natural, spiritual,
eternal.
And" death" is yours; for your great Forerunner has" conquered
death with all its powers." Death, as we term it, is but" the gate to
life immortal." And the death to sin, the death with Christ, is the
entrance to endless life. And in contemplating the removal of those
so dear to us, how often has death ministered to rousing and to eomforting. Death cannot divide the mystical Body of Christ. It is union.
We die to live, both naturally and spiritually.
"Things present" are yours. Nat only time present, but things
present. In your hidden life in Christ all possess influence, surroundings; all subserve to your soul's prosperity, and to His glory. All
are yours for Him and in Him. One might enlarge much upon this
theme, and dig below the surface deeply. Carry it on, dear reader,
in your study, by the teaching of the Holy Spirit, for lIe scarcheth an
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things; yea, the deep things of God-and see in your present trial,
whatever it be, or your present delight, that it is yours for His glory.
And " things to come" are yours. And whatever 1910 or following
years have in store, all are in your possession now. And in the end of
time, glory is yours now-" Ye are come to Mount Sion," etc. Christ,
in you the hope or certainty of glory.
"More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven."
Oh ! how the thought of " things to come" fills our hearts often with
fear. We forget the exceeding riches of His grace, and that He will
give grace, and He will give glory. We forget to look up to His Face
of love and light; we look down, and we look around; but it is the
upward look that gives strength and courage. Let us look beyond
all these fears and see Jesus, and be " lost in wonder, love, and praise"
with His gracious assurances; His "Fear nots"; His "Be not
afraid." The exceeding weight of glory laid up all in store for you.
Ah! but the body is weak, and Satan is strong, you say. Yes, and
God knows, and loves, and cares for His sin-tossed, Satan-buffeted,
feeble sons and daughters. Listen to the climax of the words of which
I have been so very, very imperfectly writing -" Ye are Christ's." The
Apostle does not continue his strain of "yours." I remember hearing
a dear servant of God, now with Him, say, " One would have imagined
after reading' All things are yours, life, death, things present, things
to come, all are yours,' that the Apostle would have gone on to say,
, And Christ is yours.' But, no! There is infinitely more strength in
knowing, I am Christ's, than that Christ is mine."
Yes, He has His dear trembling weak child in His keeping. And
who can separate such from Him ~
" He holds me with His powerful Hand." I am so, so safe in that
tender, strong grasp. Ye are Christ's. Glory in this, dear reader.
Take courage, look up, and rejoice. "I am my Beloved's; and His
desire is toward me."
The Apostle has even one more step to climb. Asif to make assurance
doubly, irrevocably sure, he sums all up with" And Christ is God's."
Because He is God's, one in Him and one with Him, we are indisputably
in rich possession of all things. Thus enriched-Christ all in all, every
step of the journey through-we may well look back with thankfulness,
and look forward without carefulness. Look back on the winding
way, or the dark way, or the sorrowful way, or the perplexing way, or
the joyful way, and say, It is all well, all well, for He was with me.
And He has enriched all. I am enriched in everythin7 by Him.
Many have left us during 1909 to swell the glad new song round the
Throne. He called them Home; and they went joyfully, testifying
of His sustaining power. Rapidly the names are being called to
" Come up hither." The final consummation of all things is approaching, and it may be He will Himself come again ere December, 1910, and
gather His saints all together; the Church militant merging in the
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Church triumphant, and "so shall we be ever with the Lord"; no
more to part, or to suffer, but.in inexpressible, intangible joy, together
for evermore.
In any case, dear child of God, whether it be with Him here, or with
Him up there, look up and rejoice, for" Ye are Christ's, and Christ is
God's."
NETTlE.
THE SUFFERING SAVIOUR.
By THE LATE REV. F. W. KRUMMACHER, D.D.
(Continued trom page 691.)

The Signs that Followed.

SCARCELY has the Lord of life and glory bowed His head and expired
on Calvary, than the awful scene is changed. Heaven no longer withholds its recognition of the Man of Sorrows. The cry of the dying
Mediator, " It is finished! " receives the most brilliant confirmation;
and in lieu of the hostile tumult, which had hitherto raged around Him,
a sublime celebration of His incomparable triumph ensues. The
manner in which this celebration is commenced in heaven and solemnized on earth, will form the subject of our present meditation.
Follow me first into the temple at Jerusalem. It is three o'clock in
the afternoon, the hour, therefore, when the Israelites assembled in its
sacred courts for the evening sacrifice. The priests begin their customary duties, when at the very moment in which Christ on Calvary
exclaims, "Father, into Thy hands I commit My Spirit! " who can
describe the astonishment of the sons of Aaron ~ The thickly-woven
heavy veil, without being touched by any human hand, is rent in twain,
in the midst, from the top to the bottom, and the mercy-seat, with the
ark of the covenant and the golden cherubs, that sacred depositary
which the high-priest alone was permitted to approach, not without
blood, and only once a year, stands suddenly naked and unveiled to
the view of everyone.
It was the Almighty at whose command this event occurred. And
what did it imply ~ First, a renewed intimation that the Levitical
service, though divinely ordered, and prophetically significant, contained only types of a coming salvation, which, now that the latter was
accomplished, were rendered void, even as the blossom is expelled by
the fruit.
Secondly, a symbolical and obvious representation of the blissful
effects which should attend the bloody death to which the Lord of
Glory had just devoted Himself on Calvary. The most holy place in
the temple was the shadow and type of the throne-room of heaven,
from which we had been ejected and excluded by a Divine decree.
The veil which separated us from it, was our sinful flesh. "Who shall
ascend into the hill of the Lord, and who shall stand in His holy place ~ "
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had been the question hitherto; and the answer was, .. He that hath
clean hands and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul untO'
vanity." But who could boast of being thus blameless in the sight of
God? There was none righteous, no, not one. "Who amongst us,"
was the inquiry, " can dwell with devouring fire? Who can dwell with
everlasting burnings ?" And the reply was, " He that doeth righteousness." But what remained for anyone, except the mournful ejacula.tion of the prophet, " Woe is me, for I am undone, for I am a man of
unclean lips!" Righteousness had departed, sin reigned. Suddenly
the sign in the temple announces that our position, as regards the
habitation of the Most High, had undergone a. great and thorough
change. And such it actually experienced. That which hindered our
access to the sanctuary of God, was done away. That which elevated
itself as a wall of separation between us and Him, fell down. NI)
danger any longer threatened him who wished to enter into the heavenly
abodes, over whose gates the inscription flames, "The Lord is far
from the wicked." There is no longer any risk in casting ourselves
into the hands of Him, before whom even the angels are not pure.
Embrace the cross, and then courageously say to Moses, " Tear up thy
roll of curses against me, I no longer owe thee anything!" Believe,
and then meet the infernal accuser with the exclamation, " Tlie Lord
rebuke thee, Satan, yea, the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem, rebuke
thee!" Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and then thou mayest boldly,
and with childlike confidence, enter the Father's holy habitation, which
henceforward stands open to thee day and night. Wash thy robes in
the blood of the Lamb, and then cast tby~elf with childlike confidence
on the Father's heart, and pour evervthing that harasses or oppresses
thee into His bOROm. 0 lay hold of thf.' happy thought, which, in G'Id's
intention, and by His immediate arrangement, the rent in the veil of
the temple portrays to thee! Thy Saviour, by His death, threw open
every door and gate in heaven.
But wouldst thou still inquire, whether we are really justified i~
giving that rent in the veil of the sanctuary such an encoura.ging
meaning; know that we are fully authorized to do so. Read what the
apostle says in Heb. x. 19-23, "Having, therefore, brethren, boldness
to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living
way, which He hath consecrated for us through the veil, that is to say,
His flesh; and having an High-Priest over the house of God; let us
draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with
pure water." Thou seest, therefore, that access to the holy place is
opened to us, and that the way to our Father's house is prepared for
us. "By whom?" By Jesus Christ. "In what manner?" By
means of a rent in the veil. This veil was the flesh of the great HighPriest. The veil was rent when He offered up His human nature on the
cross for us, after taking, by imputation, our sins upon Himself. By
this act of mediation, He answered and fulfilled everything requisite
for our justification in the sight of God, and, therefore, also for our
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admission before the throne of God. Hence, at the moment when
He expired, that took place substantially, which the same moment
oc('um~d tyPically in the t,pmple.
We leave the edifice at Jerusalem, which has now lost its importance,
and return to Calvary, where a second miracle meets us. "The earth
quakes, the lOCks rend." What does this imply ~ Something great
and glorious. The death of the Mediator has decided the future of
the old world. It is, with all its concerns, devoted to destruction, and
awaits a great and comprehensive change. Hear what is said in Heb.
xii. 21, 27-" Whose voice then shook the earth; but now He hath
promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also
heaven. And this word, yet once more, signifieth the removing of those
things that are shaken, that those things which cannot be shaken may
remain." The present creation is not what it was originally. Sin
entered into it and overspread it with the funereal pall of mortality,
and the mourning dress of endless destruction. Innumerable relationB
in nature, as well as in human society, contradict the Divine plan of
the Creator, and have disturbed the harmony which God introduced
into the world. These discords were the consequences of the fall. But
after sin had been again put away through the satisfaction made by
the Redeemer, its consequences must also naturally find their grave.
The blood of the Lamb demands the restoration of the original state
of created things. And believe me, the quaking of the earth to its
very foundations, the tottering of the hills and mountains, the rending
of the rocks, which attended the Lord's death, all these are nothing
else but an amen of Almighty God to the demand of the blood of His
Son, clothed in the symbolical phenomena of nature. "The fashion
of this world passeth away," says the apostle, I Cor. vii. 31, and the
pleasing vision of John, recorded in Rev. xxi. 1-3-" I saw a new
heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth were
passed away, and there was no more sea. And I, John, saw the holy
city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of
heaven, saying, Behold the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will
dwell with them, lI.nd they shall be His people, and God Himself shall
be with them, and be their God," must be fulfilled.
The third wonder ought to affect our hearts in the most powerful
manner. Not only do rocks in the neighbourhood of Calvary rend,
but ancient sepulchres of saints, long fallen asleep, are opened, and the
corpses they conceal, invigorated by new life, begin to stir and move,
in order, after the resurrection of the Illustrious Sleeper, likewise to
'go forth from their chambers, and to appear unto many in the holy
city.
What an event! It is certainly somewhat veiled in mysterious
obscurity, and gives rise to a variety of questions. Was the awakening
of these dead bodies complete at once, or was it accomplished by
degrees ~ And if the former were the case, where did the r.eanimated
forms remain till the resurrection of Christ ~ Did they continue in
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their sepulchres during that period? This is scarcely credible. And
when they afterwards arose, in what body did they appear? In tha.t
spiritual one spoken of in 1 Cor. xv? If in the latter, how can Christ
be called" the first fruits of them that slept?" You, see, my readers,
that the question is surrounded with difficulties. But it seems to me
that the circumstance last mentioned of Christ being called the first
fruits of the resurrection, compels us to believe, that at His death, the
grave::. only opened as a preceding intimation of what would afterwards
occur; and as the first dawn of approaching life, prophetically flashing
over the slumbering remains; whilst the reunion of the departed
spirits with their bodies, only took place three days after, on the great
Easter morning. But the fact itself is beyond a doubt, and would
stand fast, even without being confirmed by many of the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, to whom the evangelists appeal for its historical truth.
But that which God intended by this miracle is sufficiently evident.
The powerful effects of Christ's vicarious death reach down even into
the domains of the dead. By the offering up of His own life, He
became the Prince of Life. Even in the appalling regions of corruption
He overthrew the throne of him who, according to the Scriptures,
"had the power of death," and acquired the authority, not only to
conduct the souls He had redeemed to the mansions of eternal peace,
but also to wrest their bodies from the bonds of the curse, and in
due time to present His people to His Father, entirely renewed to
their original paradisaic form, in bodily as well as spiritual glorification.
This truth, the Almighty intended primarily to confirm by the miracle
of the previous opening of the graves, which was connected with the
death of Christ, and then by the actual resurrection of the bodies of
the saints on the third day.
Who were these first trophies of the glorious Conqueror of the king
of terrors? Was Abraham amongst them, to whom it was promised
that he should see, in a very peculiar manner, the day of the Lord?
Was Moses, of whom the Apostle Jude relates, that Satan strove with
the heavenly powers about his body? The narrative leaves us without a reply, and is also silent as to the appearance presented by the
risen saints who were made visible to many in the holy city, and when,
where, and in what manner they were afterwards taken up to heaven.
The mission of those who were thus called from the dust of the grave,
was limited to one thing, namely, to represent the dea.th of Jesus as
an event which operated with creative power, both in the past, the
present, and the future, and not less in the depth than in the height,
and to give actual proof of the exceedingly abundant and well-grounded
cause we have to rejoice beneath the cross of Christ, and to say with
the apostle, "0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy
victory? The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law;
but thanks be to God which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. xv. 55-57).
Thus the atoning death of Christ was solemnized in a majestic
manner by Divine signs and wonders, which commenced immediately
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beneath the cross. We are not indeed aware of any festive pomp, nor
does the music of harps and cymbals meet our ear. But in the deepest
centre of the intellectual world, the bells ring, the garlands wave, and
every feeling, which rises in the hearts of those who celebrate it at the
cross, is like instrumental and vocal music. Who are these silent
assistants at the solemnity? He who first attracts our attention is the
Roman centurion, the commander of the band of soldiers who watch
the cross. Mute, and apparently lost in thought, he stands and looks
up to the cross of the Divine Sufferer. He has witnessed the whole
course of the crucifixion. He beheld the admirable behaviour of the
Mysterious Man. He listened to the words which proceeded from His
bleeding lips, and at the moment when the Just One expired, he felt
the earth tremble beneath his feet; and he saw also with his own eyes,
how the hills around tottered, and the rocks were rent aSllJ1der. The
emotions, which had till then affected his soul, compressed themselves
into one powerful and appalling impression, and he gives vent to his
feelings in the loud and unambiguous exclamation, in which he praised
the true God, the God of Israel, saying, " Certainly this was a righteous
man, this was the Son of God."
We must not be too anxious to know what the centurion meant by
the latter expression. He was certainly no dogmatician, nor a Jew
instructed in the Catechism, but only a poor, blind heathen. But
according to all that he had seen of the Man of Nazareth, he doubted
not that He must be more than a man, and according to the presentiment which had taken possession of his soul, he regarded Him as, in
fact, no other than the Son of God, foretold in the Jewish Scriptures.
Nor did it require a very finely polished mental mirror to express the
reflection of the Divine dignity of Jesus. Even a rude, but honest
heathen soldier's heart was a sufficient mirror for it.
But see! Not only the centurion, but also several of his troop are
overpowered by feelings similar to his own; and astonished and thrilled
with a sacred reverence, join in his confession, or murmur something of
the kind. What a pleasing and significant occurrence! A number of
blind heathen, amongst them probably even those who had been the
instruments of Jesus' crucifixion, at a moment when, with His cause,
He seemed irretrievably lost, give Him, in spite of a world of opponents, the glory of the candid confession, that He is the Son of the living
God, and surprise us, like a radiant constellation in the darkness of the
night, with a truly heart-cheering anticipation of that which should in
future come to pass.
o my dear readers, you have seen and heard not merely that which
those heathens saw and heard, but something infinitely greater and
more important. You are witnesses of the fact, that Christ's death on
the cross not only rent the rocks and made the hills to tremble, but
lifted the whole order of the old world from its joints and hinges, and
pushed it into an entirely new path. You saw from that death, a
resurrection-beam dart, not merely over a few bodies of sleeping saints,
but the fiery stream of a new and Divine life pour itself over the whole
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graveyard of the earth. You are not only aware of the rending of the
veil in the temple, at the moment when the Great Sufferer expired, but
also of the rending of a prophetic covering which had existed for four
thousand years, in order that what was concealed under it, as idea and
image, might be realized in the world, even in its minutest features.
You not only heard the dying Saviour majestically gladden a single
malefactor with the promise, "This day shalt thou be with Me in
paradise;" but are aware, that to this hour no one under heaven f-lows,
either with pure love to God, or attains to thorough peace amidst the
darkness and storms of this life, till he has lifted up the eye of faith to
that thorn-crowned head, which benignantly beholds the human race
for the last eighteen centuries, and continues unobscured, in spite of
hell, for the consolation of every penitent sinner; and that the field, be
it family, or state, or church, over which the cross does not cast its
wonder-working shadow, produces only the hemlock and the bramble
of perdition, but never" yields the scent of a field which the Lord hath
blessed." All these things have been brought before you, and you are
daily conversant with them: and can you delay to detach yourselves,
resolutely, from an unbelieving world, and to make the confession of
those heathen soldiers your own; and whilst thus paying homage
to the Son of God, mingle in their peaceful solemnization of His dell.tb ?
The Roman mercenaries are not however the only individuals on
Calvary who pay their tribute of reverence to the deceased Saviour.
It is done more profoundly and fervently by the group of weeping
women who followed the Master from Galilee and ministered unto Him.
Even in death they cannot leave Him. They still cling to Him with
their love and hope, like ivy to the fallen tree. Duly mark the sacred
fire which burns in the centre of their hearts. It is the fire of the
purest enthusiasm for true moral greatness. This enthusiasm cannot
weep hopelessly, much less rest on a mere deception. The kingdom of
that which is venerable, noble, and beautiful, must have reality,
duration, and existence. Christ is the King of this kingdom, and must
for ever continue to be so. Ye beloved souls do not despair of this
kingdom, even though the whole world should declare it to be an idle
dream. It alone is reality, and will have the victory under all circumstances. Let us all therefore join ourselves to it. Let us all address
the crucified Redeemer, and say, "We side with Thee, Thou beauteous
Morning Star!" Let us give our word and our hands, that we will
walk in His paths, through whatever straits and difficulties they may
lead us. Extend towards us Thy hand, therefore, Thou who art
estranged from all that is low and vain, and teach us to elevate our
nature by following in Thy steps!
Let these be the eJaculations which rise from our breasts beneath
the cross. But know that the celebration of His death does not
terminate in such moral enthusiasm for the Lord and His kingdom.
The women had found in Jesus more than a model of humanity and a
guiding star in the path of virtue. They felt their need, above all
things, of a Surety, who should mediate their reconciliation with God,
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in order that in the strength of this consciousness, and with the assistance of a reconciled God, the beginning of a new life might be made.
And they believed that they had really found the object of their ardent.
desires in their great Master. But did they give up their belief at Hi3
death? It was doubtless deeply shaken by the sanguinary death of
their Divine Friend; but the signs they had just witnessed, swelled,
like a favourable gale, the sails of their hope anew, and seemed to them
nothittg less than a voice of their heavenly Father, saying to them,
" Endure and wait, for He is nevertheless the man whom you held Him
to be." And however weak might be the glimmering of their confidence,
yet they celebrated their reconciliation through the blood of the Lamb,
although more in hope than in a clear consciousness of its being the
case. Oh let us enter into fellowship with them! The only real, true,
and full celebration of the death of Christ is that which is based upon
the song of the blest above, "The Lamb that was slain, is worthy to
receive praise, and honour, and glory! "
Let such be also our celebration of it. We read in the Gospel that
many, who had likewise been witnesses of the Divine wonders at the
cross, returned to Jerusalem in great amazement, beating their
breasts. Oh that there may not be one of my readers, who, through
Divine mercy, is not placed in this preparatory state! Be aware
what enormous guilt, apart from your other sins, you incur, by
so long refusing due homage and submission to a Lord and King so
powerfully accredited as Jesus upon the cross. Oh that you would
take it deeply to heart, and now begin to humble yourselves before
~od ! You would then soon be able, with beaming countenance, to
smg:"Oh for this love, let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break;
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak!
" Yes, we will praise Thee, dearest Lord,
Our souls are all on flame.
Hosannah, round the spacious earth,
To Thine adored name! "
(To be continued.)

"THOU REMAINEST."
(HEB. i. n.)

AND that is our sheet-anchor! For, amidst all the fleeting, changing
things of time, to be enabled to look up, and by faith to look into, the
Face of our Redeeml'l'-God within the veil, and say, whilst the heavena
themselves shall perish, "but Thou remainest," is our one sure restingplace, our solid peace, and solacing comfort, in this vale of tears. For,
yerily, this is our night of weeping; we are treading our valley of
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Baca; and we are oftener in the house of mourning than the house of
dancing; often at the open grave, where we are reminded how" Jesus
wept" with His sorrowing and loved friends, ere He showed forth His
resurrection power, and would teach them the truth of those words,
" He that believeth in Me shall never die. . . . I Am the Resurrection
and the Life." Thus, my mind was musing yesterday (Nov. 6th), as
a few of us gathered around the open grave of yet another of our loved
worshippers at St. Mary-le-Port. And since one's mind has been
solemnly impressed during the past year, fleetly as the months passed
by, of the solemn and constant reminder of how" plagues and deaths
around us fly," I have been constrained to make allusion to the many
" doves" who have flown to their windows; the many dear fellowworshippers; friends in Christ Jesus; and others not so immediately
known in the flesh, yet dear-as in the Body of Christ, who, since the
year 1909 opened, have got the start of us to glory, and whose faith we
would fain follow, "receiving the end of their conversation, Jesus
Christ the Same, yesterday and to-day and for ever." May these few
humble utterances, written in weakness and unworthiness, be the means
of constraining us to live more loosely to earth, to live more nearly to
Jesus, and to confidently repose our hope, that He will keep us watching
and waiting and looking for and ready, when our" change shall come,"
for His appearing, whether it be to come for us, or to call us to Himself.
f The first month of this year opened with a great loss to the Church on
earth in the Home-call of the Lord's dear servant, and faithful minister
of Jesus Christ, the Rev. George Hewitt, of St. Luke's, Prestonville,
Brighton. Within a few days also of his death came the call also to
his oldest hearer, dear Miss Jane Neate; one who through a long life
consistently adorned the doctrine of God her Saviour. Another aged
saint and devoted worker from her earliest years for the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society, who passed to her inheritance soon after this, was Miss
Elizabeth Holland, of Tonbridge.
The widow of Mr. Henry Welchman, so long connected with the
Ashley Down Orphanages, was suddenly called Home in February;
though for many years an invalid more or less. And, at the same
time, an eminently useful servant of God" was not, for God took him,"
leaving a great blank and loss at St. John's Church, Harborne, in the
sudden passing away of Mr. Blinkhorn, so long and usefully connected
with that place of worship. Again, the Church on earth was bereaved
by the unexpected translation of Mr. AlIen, of Walthamstow; and the
Rev. Dr. C. H. Wright, of the Protestant Reformation Society.
Two humble-hearted "women also of our company," in Mrs. Curteis
of Tenterden, and Mrs. Hales of Camden, are no longer with us witnessing to the power of that grace which enables a humble, consistent
walk with God. Dear Mrs. Hales, so long connected with the work of
that God-honouring Society, "The Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society," was
soon to be followed by yet another loss to the same work in the sudden
death of Mr. F. Elgar, of Ramsgate, whose familiar form, and a face
w1.ich ever lightened up with that inward joy and peace as he attended
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the Clifton Conferences, were sadly missed this autumn. An aged saint
.at Leicester, Miss Charlotte Perkins, long a devoted lover of the truths
as taught in her monthly Magazine, as she was wont to call the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, was suddenly called to her rest from her arm-chair, at the
ripe age of 81 years. And several others one could mention, but the
roll is a long one, and we forbear to enlarge. There is yet (to come
nearer home) allusion to be made to the great loss to the Protestant
cause by the death of Mr. James Inskip, of Clifton; and to our own
little company of fellow-believers and worshippers at St. Mary-Ie·Port,
in the deaths of Mr. George Pattinson, whose glad face was always an
index of the peace of God which reigned within; of the dear aged
saint, Mr. Webb, whose humble and consistent walk so long adorned
the doctrines which he loved; and now the happy release from the
sufferer's couch to dear Mrs. Baker, whose testimony was graciously
fragrant with the truths of the Gospel she so loved and extolled.
While passing thi'l sheet through the press the raIl Home has come
to the Rev. W. Batley, of Hastings, a devout and warm-hearted
reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. We thank our God for these His
dear ones now safely gathered to their Rest. "We sorrow not as
others who have no hope." We are confident that they are at Home,
and "For ever with the Lord." We cherish the sweet and sacred
memories of them, and we ask that Jesus may become increasingly
dear to our souls; that we may sit more loosely to the things of
time; and that we may" be sober and hope to the end for the grace
that is to be brought unto us at the revelation of Jesus Christ,"
whilst we sing"Give me the wings of faith to rise
Within the veil, and see
The saints above; how great their joys,
How bright their glories be.
"Once they were mourning here below,
And wet their couch with tears;
They wrestled hard, as we do now,
With sins and doubts and fears.
"I ask them, whence their victory came,
They, with united breath,
Ascribe their conquest to the Lamb,
Their triumph to His death."
"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, for as much as ye know your
labour is not in vain in the Lord." May" our conversation" be
already" in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the
Lord Jesus Christ, Who shall change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to the working whereby
He is able to subdue all things unto Himself."
R.
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THE FIRST SIN.
By TIlE AUTHOR OF "THE PROTOPLAST."
" When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she
took of the fruit thereof, anrZ did eat, and gave also to her husband
with her,. and he did eat."-GICNEsIs iii. 6.
(Continued trom page 698.)

We have to consider next, Sin in its MATURITY
" Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death."
It has been foolishly said, that the sin of thought is as great DS the
sin of deed. It is neither so fearful in its effect upon ourselves, nor
80 ruinous in its influence upon others, nor so offensive in the sight of
God.
The longer a sin is continued in, and the more fully it is developed,
the greater is its effect in blinding the understanding, hardening the
heart, and searing the conscience. The sin of thought, checked in its
early stage, repented of before God, and cleansed by the blood of
atonement, interrupts but for a little season the communion with
Christ; but the sin of deed, gradually growing up into its monstrous
maturity, breaks up the whole machinery of a Christian man's work,
hinders his usefulness, stops his service unto his Father, checks his
prayers, sullies hi:; praises, and binds him in chains, till God delivers
him.
Then, with regard to the influence of sin on others, how manifest
is the enormity of sin in deed compared with that of thought. The
sin of thought injures the guilty one, and brings him into judgment
before God, but it has not a reflective effect on his fellow-creatures,
so long as it is kept within his own heart. Whereas, the moment a
sin passes into '--he stage of action, if even a word is spoken, there is
an instant reaction from the world of sinners without: the plaguespot begins to spread itself, the infection of sin's disease is caught,
and the misery and the guilt of numbers becomes involved.
I have dwelt much on the reproductive, prolific nature of sin, as
shown in the first typical transgression. Now, as far as others are
concerned, it is sin developed which can alone give birth to sin. It
seems to me that there is something very wrong in the sort of language
one hears sometimes from people, who from fear of being hypocrites,
as they say, give vent to all their internal feelings. "The world knows
my worst," they say; "I always tell you exactly what I think," etc.
If you have unhappily an unkind thought concerning another, pray
God to conquer it; do not add to it by an unkind word. If you do
not speak as you think, your brother does not feel aggrieved, and will
not return an unkind answer, to irritate you the more. It is a very
different thing to say in kindness, "I have thought so and so; I have
felt such a thing as a wrong; can you explain your conduct to me ? "
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This will tend to heal the festering sore within; but to say unkind
things, because in your moment of anger you feel them, will but add
fuel to the fire. How much misery has been wrought in the Church
of Christ on earth, by permitting the hasty thought of evil to develop
itself in the injurious deed. Sin in its maturity has been as the hydra
in its multiplication, and the heaviest of God's charges has laid upon
the soul: "Ye make the Lord's people to transgress."
The sin of deed is a great deal more heinous in God's sight than
that of thought. I do not say, it is more a sin, but it is a greater sin.
Both break the law of God; both destroy the soul; both deserve
eternal condemnation; but both are not alike in degree. This is
manifest, even from our Saviour's parable of the two sons, whom their
father sent to work in his vineyard. One said in answer, " I will not,"
but afterwards repented and went. There was the sin of thought
destroyed in its conception.
The other said, "I go, sir, arr1 went not." There was an afterthought, followed by a deed of disobedience, or sin in its maturity.
Jesus said that the first of these did His Father's will.
Yea, let the sin be arrested at any stage of its progress, the guilt
is less. "Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before Me ? " said
God. "Should not I spare Nineveh ?" Surely our God is a righteous
and merciful God.
Whilst speaking of sin in its conception, we look at one or two
Scripture instances illustrating the subject; let us go again to our
Bibles, and mark the manner in which sin has grown to its maturity.
We will take that very sin of murder, which we have already seen,
both in a natural and regenerate man, stayed in its conception. Look
at Cain. It is said, when God accepted his brother, Cain was very
wroth: his countenance fell. There was the first thought of murder.
God reasoned with Cain, "Why art thou wroth ?" etc. "If thou
doest well, shalt thou not be accepted?" But the sin went on grow·
ing: "And it came to pass, when they were in the field together, on a
certain day, that Cain rose up against Abel, his brother, and slew
him." Alas! what did that sin in its maturity bring forth! The
earth drunk with the first human blood, refused to give her
strength; the sorrow-struck parents, torn with anguish, mourned
their lost one; the chosen bride of his bosom, compelled to share his
exile, went forth with him as a vagabond; and he himself, branded,
and doubly-cursed, groaned beneath a puniEhment too great for him
to bear.
Now look again to the instructive history of David's life. It came
to pass, in the cool eventide of an eastern day, that David, enervated.
idle, and restless, walked on the roof of his palace, and he saw a woman
bathing: she was very beautiful to look upon. David sent and
inquired after this woman. Lust had conceived in him; the first
thought of uncleanness had arisen in his mind. His messengers returned
with the answer. It was Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, the Hittite.
One would have thought that this would have been enough for David ;
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she was a wife, and the wife of his faithful nobl
.
of ,him who waS fighting his battles for him, while he ~-ID.l~d~d follower;
But no! lust was too strong within him' gratitu~\vas Idling at home.
way; he sent again, and took the wo~an unto e, .honour, all gave
indeed grown uP. unto a monstrous height, and y ~ hI;mself. Sin was
developed. Davld sent for Uriah; he converses t. It w~s not fully
with a t~eacherous, de~eitful k!~dn~ss, urging hi~\vlth him tenderly
refresh himself. .There IS a nobIlity m Uriah's con~ to go. home and
fully contrasts WIth that of David in this matter' \lct which wonderof his devotion to his king; he silently takes up hi~he makes no boast
of the palace, as one who can take no rest while lu, watch at the gate
at stake. There followed him a mess of meat fr l'! master's cause is
seem in every step to mark more and more the tr~:m the king. . ~V e
~f the fallen one. The beautiful appeal of Uriah, ~chero.us dupliCIty
The Ark, and Israel, and Judah abide in tents' In which he says,
and the servan~s of my lord, are encamped in th~ Glthd my lord Joab,
then go U?to mme house, to eat and to drink, and t(J~~n fi~lds; sh~ll I
As th.ou livest, and ~s thy soulliveth, I will not do t ~e WI.th ~y wI~e ~
to brmg one relentmg thought to the king's mind his thmg. -faIled
the bearer of his own death-warrant to Joab-" Se~ he ~ake~ Uriah
of the. h~ttest bat~le,. and retire ye from him, that 4 ye Unah m .front
an~ dIe.
Can this .~ndeed be David, the man after e m~y be smItten,
Is It the same DaVld who on another occasion pG God s own heart ~.
Bethlehem upon the ground, because with the jeop~u.red the water of
it was brought unto him ~ Is it he whose holy tha rdy. o~ men's lives
kept from blood-guiltiness in the matter of Nabal~ksgIVlng for being
noti?ed? Who can tell what sin will be, in its mat w~ have so lately
a chIld of God rnay fall, when left to himself! Eve Qnty: or how low
Uriah's d~a~h arrived, David's he~rt did not smite w~en the news of
he was ,,:lling to ~ose the battle m which Israel's gl:m, he ~as glad;
s? tha~ his own pnvate lust was satisfied: see how 40ry was mvolve~,
his gUIlt, how seared was his conscience; months rGlardened h~ was m
and he felt no remorse-his deep, dark sin was fi", ~ed over his head,
brought forth death.
~shed, and it had
Are we less frail than David ~ When we look b
troubled history, can we not trace back to the fir~ttck upon all life's
many a deed of foul iniquity ~ And learning the les~t embr'y?nic germ
growth, shall -we not, trembling for the future pI Oh of sm s gradual
again, in D~vid's words-" Keep back thy s:rva"'ad with God yet
sumptuous sms; let them not have dominion over l:tt also from preNext we have to contemplate Sin in its REVELATI:tne " ~

t

"A'
.
ft. s~nner

\J~.

IS a sacred thing,
The Holy Ghost has made him so.',
What a ,!?lorious t~uth is contained in that quail{
.
o.ne of the dar~ sa'ymgs of the wise," plain to thosl\ t doggerel. It IS
nd~l~s of Christla~Ity. All revelation of sin is mt( Who can read the
Spmt, thro~tgh the ~nstrumentality of the law of God. de by the Eternal
48
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As no man knows the aspect of his own countenance, unless he sees
it in a reflecting surface, so no man knows himself as a sinner until he
is led up to the mirror of the law by the Holy Ghost, and beholds
therein his deformity.
Sometimes the revelation of sin is made suddenly, in a moment. A
broken law is charged upon the conscience, in all its spirituality and
condemning force, and at once the man who has passed years in security,
stands convicted and guilty before the Judge of all men. This was
the way in which Paul learnt the knowledge of sin. He had spent his
life in the vain confidence of a pharisaic righteousness; he set off for
Damascus, priding himself on his zeal in persecuting the Church of
Christ; but Jesus stood in the way thither, and asked him a question
which penetrated his very soul, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
Me ~" We shall understand the point of that word" why," if we
take it in connection with his own account of his conversion, in Romans
vii., vel'. 7. He says, " I had not known lust, except the law had said,
Thou shalt not covet." Paul had been accustomed to call his persecution of the Christian converts zeal for God's cause; but, with that
searching enquiry of the Lord whom he resisted, came a sense of his
true motives, in all he had done: he saw that he had been actuated by
self-interest instead of love to God; a desire to stand well with his
fellow Jews, or to obtain a reputation among men, or to gratify some
personal revenge, had influenced him, and not a simple, single design
of promoting Jehovah's glory. God's law, "Thou shalt not covet,"
proved his own heart's lust, and the proud Pharisee arose from the
earth, a humbled and broken-hearted sinner.
The dying thief received the revelation of sin suddenly. We find
him reviling the spotless One, who shared his punishment; and yet
not many hours after, he became convinced of sin, under some silent
work of the Spirit, and confcs,'led the righteousness of the law which
had condemned him, saying, " We are in this condemnation justly, for
we receive the due reward of our deeds."
The jailer of Philippi was another instance of this sudden work. He
was convicted of sin under the Law, "Thou shalt not kill." When
the Apostle arrested his suicide with the words, " Do thyself no harm,"
he was convicted of guilt, and cried out, in terror of soul, " What must
I do to be saved? "
But, I believe, far more generally, the revelation of sin is the gradual'
work of months or years; after a long-continued struggle to satisfy
the law by a personal righteousness.' Day by day, and hour by hour,
the corruption of the whole inner man is made manifest, the secret
chambers of the heart's imagery arc opened one by one, and their
abominations brought to light. In the waking midnight hour the
aroused conscience telleth of its guilt: perhaps the morning prayer
has contained vows of better service to God, of a more devoted obedience
to His will, and yet these vows have been most foully broken. It
seems to the harassed soul as if sin increased in proportion to the
earnestness of his resolutions; he says, " The more I determine against
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a sin, the more certainly I fall into it." Ah! he does not as yet understand how the law entering, causeth the offence to abound.
How deep is the agony which sometimes accompanies this teaching
of the Spirit. The beauty of a man's countenance will fade away;
the health of the natural frame will suffer; the world will cease to
yield its pleasures; the heart will take no rest; and all because of the
weight of manifested sin. The unholiness of' every motive, the lurking
lust in every thought, the unrighteousness of his best services, are seen
more and more clearly every day. I might dwell much on this subject;
but I forbear, having already had occasion to speak of it in previous
papers. By this gradual and painful process, the lesson which God
intends to teach is at length learnt. The man finds how desparate is
his case; that he is such a sinner as God's Word describes him, in the
14th Psalm; that, as it says in another place, the imagination of his
heart is only evil continually; he feels that the corrupt flesh cannot
please God: all his efforts will not make it better, or bring" a clean
thing out of an unclean." This state of soul is beautifully shadowed
forth under the Mosaic Law of Leprosy. See Leviticus xiii. 12, 13"If a leprosy break out abroad in the skin, and the leprosy cover all
the skin of him that hath the plague, from his head even to his foot,
wheresoever the priest looketh; then the priest shall consider: and
behold if the leprosy hath covered all his flesh, he shall pronounce him
clean that hath the plague: it is all turned white: he is clean."
Yes, the sinner saith, " My loins are filled with a loathsOlne disease;
and there is no soundness in my flesh. The whole head is sick, and the
whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot, even unto the head,
there is no soundness in it." Therefore he is in need of that Great
Physician who healeth only those who are sick unto death. He can
say, as the woman who had the issue twelve years, he is "nothing
bettered" by all he has spent in remedies, but has rather "grown
worse"; he must go in his leprosy to the High Priest, and hear His
sentence concerning him; he is, in one emphatic word, lost, a lost
sinner, and he cannot by any exertion find his way back to the path
of life.
Blessed state! An unseen salvation is at hand; but the despairing
cry of the convinced one goeth up unto the heavens, "Unclean, unclean! " and the leper's heart is broken.
Such is the revelation of sin. Whether it take place suddenly, or
gradually, the result is always the same; an utter despair of sanctifying
the sinful flesh, a deep abiding sense of entire corruption in the sight of
God. Remember this, for Satan will often try to distress the children
of regeneration, by leading them to compare their experience on this
point. One who has been brought to see his sin by slow, imperceptible
degrees-who cannot tell when his convictions first arose-will think,
" Ab ! I have been led so differently from such and such saints of God;
I fear I have never been truly taught by the Spirit." The one question
which concerns you is, What is the result? Are you now feeling sin
as God describes it? Are you now sensible of your lost estate? Are
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you now covered from head to foot with spiritual leprosy ? If so, this
revelation is from the Spirit.
It is worthy of notice also, that whether the Revelation of Sin finds
a man in open ungodliness, or moral righteousness, or religious profession, the result is just the same. The" Well-spent life" of a moral man
is proved as little worthy of being brought to God as satisfaction to His
law as the profligacy of the wicked. The carnal lip-religion of the
professor is swept away, as a thing of nought, and sin alone is made
manifest by the Spirit.
Mark again another truth. All Revelation of Sin is peculiar to the
elect of God. It has been said most unwisely, " Conviction is not conversion." All conversion begins in conviction; all conviction ends in
salvation. The knowledge of sin which natural men have is not conviction. They have a vague, undefined consciousness of moral wrong, as
done to their fellow-men; not of sin, as sin in relation to the law of
God. They have a certain fearful looking for of " that fiery indignation
which shall devour the adversaries"; a dread lest there should be a
judgment to come; but they are not" shut up " unto a present condemnation: they do not stand before the bar of God, convicted, and
pleading" guilty" : there is always, even in those who have died under
the greatest terrors, a feeling that in some way they will escape the
wrath to come; they are not prostrate, helpless, hopeless, plealess
before the Judge of Men. Deathbed terrors of the wicked have often
been mistaken for convictions of the Spirit; but they have a totally
different character. God has so evidently marked in this world His
vengeance against moral crime, that it awakens a fear in those who
have been permitted to go on a long while here without signal punishment, lest it should await them in the eternal state; but this is no true
sense of sin as law-transgression. The Spirit-taught man sees sin as
truly in his least thought as in his darkest deed: he is ready to justify
God's righteousness in condemning him for the one, as much as for the
other.
No, there is no one upon earth who can truly feel sin but a child of
God. When men use the confession of sin, they have in view certain
isolated acts, by which they have offended God; they have" spots"
upon them, but they are not covered with the plague, as the law describes
the leper. You will always find on conversing with unregenerate men,
they have not arrived at the conclusion that they can do nothing which
is good; they are not" sick unto death"; they are always something
less than ruined, something less than lost. It is conviction of sin which
alone will bring the soul to God, and this must be a revelation from the
Lord.
(To be continued.)

SEE Him there-for thee He's pleading;
See, thy name upon His breast:
He the grace that thou art needing
Will supply, and give thee rest.
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Utote£,tant }J)eaCOlt.
THE REFORMATION. By THE LATE DEAN LEFROY.
THE Reformation was not the work of a day. All the great movements,
which, observed by religious philosophy, lead men to live in the conviction of the presence of God in history, have had periods of preparation. The Reformation is no exception to this great truth. It is
equally certain that nations may, and do take action which, to all
human observation, appears to be independent; but, when the results
are gathered up, they are seen to be complementary, auxiliary, and
even unified. If cautious and thoughtful men regard this as illustrating
that unity amid diversity which reigns alike in the order of nature
and of grace, they will reasonably conclude that the moral movements
of national life originate at the bidding of Him Who rules in grace and
in nature.
The Reformation began in Germany. But its origin in Switzerland
was as independent as if Germany were in the other hemisphere. The
same statement may be made respecting both France and England.
There was no design between the political, or moral, or intellectual
leaders of these countries. There was no concerted action defined,
agreed upon, or even conceived. If there had been, it would have
been a matter of considerable perplexity to say to whom the
programme should be submitted. The truth is, the Reformation was
from on High. God quickened the hearts of some born leaders of
men. And they meditated, they prayed, they observed, they
resolved, they toiled, they dared, in individual isolation. As their
work grew, they found they were not alone. The whole movement
appeared, at the time, to be schismatical, independent, and discoloured by self-assertion. Yet there was a unity amid diversity
which was suggestive, and which indicated that nations, and the
mighty men that moved them, were, unconsciously, acting under the
influence of Him Who maketh the wrath of man to praise Him.
Luther in Germany, Zwinglius in Switzerland, and Calvin, Farel, and
others acted for long enough alone. But even J:winglius did not
realize the depth of his own saying: "It is not from Luther that I
learnt the doctrine of Christ, but from the Word of God. If Luther
preaches Christ, he does what I am doing, and that is all."
The Reformation did not turn everywhere upon the same truth. In
Germany the struggle raged round the doctrine of original sin, the
atonement of Christ and its sufficiency, applicability, and range,
together with His righteousness as imputed to the faithful, on the
indisputable authority of the Word of God. It is not too much to
say that Martin Luther shattered the Roman colossus with the
doctrine of justification by faith only.
In England, God allowed the conflict to gather around a different
set of thoughts. Here the doctrines in contention were represented
by three correlative ideas: the real Presence of the Lord Jesus Christ
in the sacramental elements, the transubstantiation of these elements,
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and their essentially sacrificial character. Priest, sacrifice, altar, were
the central pivots around which well-nigh everything turned in the
English Reformation. The ideas which are represented by these words
produced some of the most thrilling scenes ever recorded in history.
They summoned conferences. They agitated parliaments. They
threw royal courts into chaos. They gave the holy and the brave to
the dungeon and the scaffold. They burnt the Reformers. They
shifted the centre of gravity from Calvary to ceremonialism; and in
this, and through this, the moral equilibrium of truth and of love fell
to self and to falsehood. These doctrines are totalised in Sacerdotalism ;
and . . . Sacerdotalism was, at the Reformation, discarded by the
nation and disowned by the Church.
-;-_.. '#'-----

A MEDITATION.
"A fountain opened" (ZECH. xiii. 1) ; and" A fountain sealed" (SONG
OF SOLOMON iv. 12-16).
CHRIST is the "Fountain opened" for the believer; his" sin" and
his" uncleanness," every iota of it, is plunged into that" Fountain
opened," and shall n~ver be brought up against him again.
But his heart is a " Fountain sealed" until the Spirit breathes over
and into it, when grace immediately causes him to cry out, " Blow upon
my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out." For grace having
flown in, it will just as surely" flow out." The true child of God is
invariably recognized.
Yet until grace takes possession of a man, Christ Himself is " a Fountain sealed" to him. The natural man sees" no beauty" in Him; he
does not in the least degree "desire Him." This is only before the
Spirit "breathes." When once the " sealed Fountain" has been
" opened" to him, and Christ has revealed Himself and His loveliness,
the language of the formerly "sealed" heart is completely changed.
Now he pleads, " Let my beloved come into His garden"-here is grace
flowing in ;-" and eat His pleasant fruits "-here is grace flowing out.
From thenceforth the believer is "a Fountain sealed" to all and
everything except Christ and His people. He is "sealed" to the
world's attractions; "sealed" to the world's applause; "sealed"
to the world's diplomacies. Christ only can draw him out; Christ
only can delight him; Christ only can satisfy him. He is far better
pleased with Christ than with anything which the world can offer him.
Thus he is "sealed" for time.
He is further and finally" sealed" for eternity. "Sealed," signed
and dated title-deeds are a sure, legal, and accepted document in a
court of law. The believer's title is "sealed" and secured. The
document is dated "before the foundation of the world;" witnessed
by the Father in heaven; attested by the Spirit on earth; and signed
by the work of the Son. It is " sealed" with His own precious blood
as Saviour and Surety for His legatee. None can make Christ's will
invalid. Having made His will, "He dieth no more," but liveth to
art as His own Executor.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE Autumn Meeting at the Hornsey Rise Home, on November 5th,
was well attended. The Ladies held a Sale of Work on behalf of the
Benevolent Fund for the sick and infirm inmates. The Aged Pilgrims
met the Visitors at Tea in the Hall, a valued opportunity being thus
provided for Christian intercourse; the oldest inmate present was 97,
and conversed with brightness and intelligence. In the evening the
Rev. J. K. Popham, of Brighton, preached a most acceptable Sermon
to a crowded congregation from Revelation xxi., verses 10 and part of
11. A good collection was taken for the Maintenance Fund of thll
Home.
Meetings have also been held at Hastings and Tunbridge Wells, with
satisfactory results, and several collections after Sermons have cheered
the Committee under their heavy responsibilities. The Christmas and
New Year's Collecting Cards have also been issued; any friends willing
to help can have cards sent upon application to the Office.
Among the recipients are some who have been blind from birth;
one has never been able to walk; a married couple are on the books,
one of whom is blind and paralyzed, and the other has cataract on both
eyes. Women have striven by nursing, needlework, washing, and
ironing to pay their way; and men by gardening, cab-driving, and
other labour have worked till they have, through utter failure of
physical power, to say, "We can go on no longer." Provision for the
future they have never been able to make, but the God in Whom they
have trusted is pleased to use this Society in ministering to the necessities of those whom, with Shepherdly love, He has cared for all their
lives long. A country recipient writes: "The pension seems so sweet
and free; it is such a little sewing I can do, for my sight grows worse."
There are some hearts, like evening primroses, opening more beautifully
in the shadows of life, and many such may be found among the pensioners; aged believers, ripening without shrivelling, reaching the
calmness of age, and yet keeping the warm and ready sympathy of
youth.
Personal contact-face to face, heart to heart, hand to hand-this
is the best way to do good and to get good. We are indebted to our
Father in heaven for the good that we enjoy; and as our goodness
reacheth not unto Him, His has made the account payable to His
poor, and" he that honoureth Him " " hath mercy" on them. Visitation, which it is desired to carry out in the spirit described, is a marked
feature of the work of the Society, the Committee being anxious for the
pensions to be distributed, not as mere charitable grants, but through
Christian friends.
An old and esteemed friend, in a recent letter, well describes the
spiritual qualification of those whom the Society was formed to assist:
" A true aged pilgrim is and must be a new creature in a new creation.
No pilgrimage to the heavenly country, unless a man is born again and
taught of God."

~

760

The Gospel Magazine.
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THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,.
We are now brought, by the good hand of God, nearly to the close of
another year of labour in seeking to supply our Soldiers and Sailors
with the Word of Truth. Faith and patience have been greatly tried
yet God has been faithful. May I warmly thank your readers and
other friends for the kind help afforded me, and also express the earnest
hope that other friends may be led to help the cause in money and in
books? Our Army and Navy present a wide field for the spreading
abroad of Gospel truth, and many of the men are eager to have the
books for circulation amongst their comrades.
From a soldier: "Dear Friend: I received your letter this morning.
Thank you very much for the parcel you sent. I hope when I am
discharged from this hospital I may be able to use it. I have been here
four weeks. I could not understand why the Lord should take me
away from the work in the barracks, but I know He doeth all things
well, and that all things work together for good to them that love God.
I have been able to show His light in here, and trust some precious souls
may be drawn to Himself. The work in the barracks is going on
all right. At the week-night meeting we have a very precious time,
the Holy Spirit leading us into precious thoughts in the study of the
Word. I again thank you for your kindness in taking an interest
in the Lord's work in our corner."
A Chaplain writes to say: " We thank you very much for sending us
the box of books for the sailors"; and another acknowledges with
hearty thanks the receipt of the parcel of good reading, which is always
welcome on board ship.
With many grateful thanks for your kindness in according the
Mission a place in the valuable GOSPEL MAGAZINE:';
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL, Nov., 1909.

1fJ tlfJfJtng iSbentfJ.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE chief event in the political world last month was the acute
controversy between the Houses of Parliament on the Budget Bill.
The question was not settled when we went to press, and a General
Election in January appears to be inevitable. May God direct!
END OF VOLUME XLIV.--NEW SERIES.
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