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THE SAME!

" But Thou art the same, and Thy years shall not fail."
-HEB. i. 1.

"

DEPARTING, closing, and sped years leave very solemn impressions
on our memories, and we do well to hearken to their faithful voices
of instruction, rebuke, and also of encouragement. But, alas!
we have treacherous memories, and we sympathize very really
with the inspired PSALMIST when he devoutly worshipped-" Bless
the LORD, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits" (Ps. ciii. 2).
It benomes us well, brethren, to seek the aid of the HOLY SPIRIT,
Who has undertaken to help our infirmities, to compassionate our
forgetfulness, and to keep within us a bright and lasting record
of what we owe to the GOD of the Word. He knows well our
weakness, and refers to it in the Epistle to the Hebrews (ii. 1),
under the figure of water leaking out through vessels into which
it has been poured. " Wherefore we ought to give the more earnest
heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should
let them slip" lrun out, as leaking vessels-margin]. Alas, how
imperfectly do we hide within us the precious things we hear at
His mquth, and assimilate them by meditation and prayer! "Hold
that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown"
(Rev. iii. 11). Whether we read the Word, or else hear others
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expound it, we need seek an open and a retentive mind, that the
good seed may drop into soil which the HEAVENLY HUSBANDMAN
has Himself prepared, as well as the precious seed for the soil.
The conjunction of these processes begets the" good hearer" and
glorifies the LORD Himself. There is little room for doubting that
He has His appointed and secret seasons for the cultivation of
the spiritual ground of the hearts of His people. It is not, however, always the season for breaking up the fallow ground. There
is "a time to every purpose under the heaven." SOLOMON was
inspired to say, " There is a time to plant, and a time to pluck up
that which is planted "-not indeed that the good seed of the
kingdom is ever judicially rooted out of the heart when once it
has been truly and graciously set. The vital seed of the Truth,
however, must undergo sharp ordeals of Divine testing and
searching. "There is a time to kill, and a time to heal." The
saints know, endure, and confess these experiences of spiritual
vicissitude. By such things, and many such, the people of GOD
"live, move, and have their being." They are concerned with
ONE Whose ways are perfect, Whose wisdom and methods are
indeed past finding out. His dealings may change, but He Himself
" is the SAME yesterday, to-day, and for ever."
" But THOU art the SAME." It is on this precious truth-which
is always true-that the s~ability of the Church of GOD abides,
and endures unto the end. Not a bone of this so fearfully and
wonderfully-made body can be broken! True,' there may be
times and seasons when the vitality of the saints grows feelingly
faint and low, but the oath of Him that cannot lie continues in
full force-" I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." It is
the sure and abiding reality of this truth which bears up the spirits
of GOD'S trembling children, when" ready to perish," and when flesh
and blood yield under nature's weakness. Oh, brethren, "This
GOD is our GOD for ever and ever"; and "He will be our GUIDE
even unto death." These realities are the consolations of the
saints, and they are Divinely, mercifully, designed for the tried
family and household of faith. These are the appointments of
a wisdom that never, never, erred. Conformity in us to the likeness of the MAN of SORROWS is a part of His ways. So be it. Amen.
We hear a still small voice in the storm-it is enough :-
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"In conscious weakness thou shalt hang
On My almighty arm!
Soon as the thorn inflicts its pang,
I'll pour My love's rich balm.
Thou sinking in thy deepest woe
Shalt feel Me at thy side;
And, for My praise, to all shalt show
Thou art well satisfied.
"Then, wilt thou in thy Master's cup
Consent a while to share?
Know, when in love I drank it up,
No wrath was left thee there!
Thy Saviour's love and power to bless,
Trust where thou canst not see!
And in yon howling wilderness
Step fearless forth with Me."
It is enough that the LORD Jesus is with us, and will be unto
the end of days. He knows no change or shadow of turning, and
He hateth putting away. There is no possibility of failure in
His resources. "Thy years shall not fail." He lives as risen from
the dead,-the RESURREcTION-and all things mortal are His
subjects. Oh, let US indeed" live in Him," rest in Him, glory in
Him. He is our life-eternal life-and because He lives we must
live also, live more abundantly! It is in "the power" of His
resurrection-nothing less-that we have this everlasting life.
Why should it be otherwise? All is in Him-for time and for
eternity-whether we wake or sleep. His blood-His precious
blood-redeemed us at the full price which eternal justice had
set upon our souls. He paid it to the last drop, and Divine Justice
could ask no more! We rest in HIM.
Clifton.
THE EDITOR.
IF we do not enjoy more acquaintance with Christ than we do,
and walk more in the comforts of the Holy Ghost, it is merely from
our own indisposition and security. Therefore let US censure ourselves in this kind, and not call Christ an enemy, as if He had forgotten
and forsaken. Take heed of such a spirit of murmuring. If such a
state befall us, let us labour to lay our hand upon our mouth, and to
justify Christ. It is just with Thee thus to leave me, to give me
over to this terror, to deal thus with me that have dealt so unkindly
with Thee. So to justify God, and accuse ourselves, is the best way
to recover spiritual comfort.-Sibbes.
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THREE NOBLE WITNESSES.
"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king,
N ebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this
matter. If it be so, our God Whom we serve is able to deliver us
frflm the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us out of
thine hand, 0 king. But if not, be it known unto thee, 0 king,
that we will not serve thy gods, nor w(}Tship the golden image
which thou hast set up."-DAN. iii. 16-18.

o

THE three faithful witnesses of the true God, whose names are
written in the above passage, were Jewish captives in Babylon.
They were friends of the prophet Daniel, and through his influence
they occupied high positions in the state (ch. ii. 49). Moreover,
they were men of great "knowledge and skill in all learning and
wisdom." Along with Daniel they had, through the blessing of
God, made such progress in the "learning and tongue of the
Chaldeans," that Nebuchadnezzar "found them ten times better
than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm"
(ch. i. 4, 17, 20).
But besides being highly placed and of wide knowledge, they
were men of humble piety.
So faithful were they to God that their enemies were obliged to
say: "These'men, 0 king, have not regarded thee: they serve
not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up."
Nebuchadnezzar himself bore testimony to their piety and
faithfulness when he referred to them as, "Servants of the most
high God," and as, " His servants that trusted in Him " (see ch. iii.
12, 26, 28). These men could therefore truly say: "Our God
Whom we serve." And does not this fact indicate that they belonged
to the one" family in heaven and earth?" When the Gospel came
" in power and in the Holy Ghost" to many in Thessalonica, they
" turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and
to wait for His Son from heaven, Whom He raised from the dead,
even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come."
Serving the true God is thus a sign of the regenerating and
sanctifying operations of the Holy Ghost. It is an evidence of
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reconciliation to God through the blood and righteousness of the
Surety of the everlasting Covenant,whether such service is rendered
by Old or New Testament saints. These men who were arraigned
before the great and mighty king Nebuchadnezzar were therefore
men of God, men quickened by the Holy Ghost, men justified by
faith in a coming Redeemer, and men whose lives bore testimony
to their calling and election.
Why were these men brought before the king? Nebuchadnezzar was a king of kings. God had given him "a kingdom,
power, and strength and glory." He had made him ruler over
all the known world. To him, therefore, Daniel had said, when
interpreting his dream, "Thou art this head of gold." Filled
with pride because of the greatness, majesty, and glory of his
kingdom, Nebuchadnezzar probably desired that divine honours
should be rendered to himself. Accordingly he made an immense
image of gold, and" set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province
of Babylon." Then he commanded the great men of his kingdom
to come to the dedication of the image which he had set up, and to
them the decree was issued that at what time they heard "the
sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and
all kinds of musick," they were to fall down and worship the golden
image which Nebuchadnezzar had set up, " And whoso falleth not
down and worshippeth, shall the same hour be cast into the midst
of a burning fiery furnace." The multitude obeyed the decree and
fell down and committed the great sin of idolatry. There were,
however, three noble exceptions, and these three were singled out
by their enemies and brought before the king. On hearing of their
disobedience to his idolatrous command, Nebuchadnezzar was
filled with rage and fury. He asked if the charge brought against
them were true. He further declared that if even now they would
worship the image all would be well. But if not, he proceeded to
say, they would" be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning
fiery furnace." Then he proudly added, " And who is that God
that shall deliver you out of my hands? "
Their brave answer is found at the head of this wayside note,
and the subsequent verses of the chapter show how God stood by
them in the hour of their great peril, and delivered them.
Let us now consider how they answered the king. Note first that
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they answered him with words of decision. They said: " We are
not careful to answer thee in this matter." That is, "We do not
feel it necessary to deliberate over our answer. To worship the
golden image is nothing short of idolatry. Such worship is
undoubtedly contrary to the express command of God, and we
ought to obey God rather than men. Our minds are made up.
There is no need for elaborate arguments. There is but one course
open to us; and that is a respectful but firm refusal to pay divine
homage to an image." The course which they were taking might
seem to indicate a want of gratitude to the king for the preferment
he had given them; but no considerations of this kind must lead
them to swerve from their loyalty to the King of kings.
In taking this stand they were making themselves peculiar.
" The princes, the governors,and captains, the judges, the treasurers,
the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces "
had fallen down and worshipped the image, and who were these
three men that they should refuse to follow the example of the rest 1
But these faithful men may have remembered that it was written,
" Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil." The tendency of
the present day is to follow the crowd. How few men of decision
are found! How few dare to stand alone for the cause and truth
of God!
Again, it might be said that the decided stand which these men
were taking would militate against their worldly interests. They
would lose their high positions in the state; their families (if they
had any) would be deprived of their support, and a horrible death
would be their own doom. But it is not for God's people to consider consequences when placed in circumstances of this character.
Away with all worldly considerations. Is it not written, "Them
that honour Me, I will honour, and they that despise Me shall be
lightly esteemed" 1 (1 Sarn. ii. 30).
But could they not have bowed dm"n in outward appearance
only, and while doing so have rendered the worship of their hearts
to the true God 1 That is the reasoning of the world. These men
remembered that it was written, " Thou shalt not make unto thee
any graven image. . . . Thou shalt not bolV down thyself to them,
nor serve them." Thus with unhesitating decision they made
their answer to the king.

•
The Gospel Magazine

711

Note next that they answered him with words of faith .. The
impious question of the king was, "Who is that God that shall
deliver you out of my hands?" The answer of faith given by
these witnesses was, "OUR GOD WHOM WE SERVE IS ABLE TO
DELIVER US. . . . And HE will deliver us out of thine hand,
o king."
They had no doubt of the power, the almighty power of their
God. He is able. Further, they had a strong assurance of His
purpose. "He will deliver us." This was the secret of the stand
which they made-faith in the living God. So, too, dear fellowbelievers, if we are to stand firm and faithful against idolatry and
all other sins, we need to be " strong in faith." "This is the victory
that overcometh the world, even our faith."
Thirdly, they answered the king with words of courage. There
was the possibility that their God in His inscrutable wisdom might
allow them to be burned in the fiery furnace. If so, they were
still determined to be faithful to Him. Be the consequences what
they may, they courageously said to the king, " Be it known unto
thee, 0 king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden
image which thou hast set up." What a noble example are these
faithful and courageous witnesses to the Christians of to-day!
How little there is to-day of the courage, decision, and the
uncompromising fidelity to God which they evinced! How little
there is of jealousy for God's honour, and how little there is of that
hatred for idolatry which is inculcated in God's Word!
Let us consider now how the Lord stood by these faithful witnesses.
In the first place, He was with them in the fire. More than a hundred
years before He had spoken this precious promise to His people :
" When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and
through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned,. neither shall the flame
kindle upon thee" (Isa. xliii. 2). Now He fulfilled this promise
in the case of His faithful servants. Maybe the words were present
to their minds when they were cast into the fire, and brought great
comfort to their hearts. In any case, when Nebuchadnezzar peered
into the furnace, he said, "Did not we cast three men bOUlul into
the midst of the fire?" "True, 0 king," was the reply. But he
said, " Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and
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they have no hurt; and the. form of the fourth is like the SON of
GOD."
Who was the fourth? Was it not the Angel or Messenger of the
Covenant--Jehovah the Son of God? He manifested Himself
in human form on behalf of His faithful servants. The Lord
Himself was with them in the fire.
In the next place the Lord delivered them from all injury. " The
fire had no power" upon their bodies, "nor was an hair of their
head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of
fire had passed on them:" Thus their God" delivered His servants
that trusted in Him."
Finally, He turned an enemy into a friend. Nebuchadnezzar
was made to acknowledge that "There is no other God that can
deliver after this sort," and he who in rage and fury had ordered
God's dear servants to be cast into the fire, now gave them further
promotion in the province of Babylon. Thus" When a man's
ways please the LOld, He maketh even his enemies to be at peace
with him" (Prov. xvi. 7).
What an example of courage and fidelity to God arE\. these three
noble witnesses! Such courage and such faithfulness are needed
in the "perilous times" in which we live. Idolatry is one of the
outstanding sins of the professing Church. The exhortation is still
needed: "Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry."
May it be ours, dear fellow-believers, to be ever faithful to our
God through His power and grace, and may we abundantly
experience His faithfulness to us.
"The hosts of God encamp around
The dwellings of the just;
Deliverance He affords to all
Who on His succour trust.

o make but trial of His love,

Experience will decide
How blest are they, and only they,
Who in His truth confide.

Bath.

Fear Him, ye saints, aud you will then
Have nothing else to fear;
Make you His service your delight,
Your wants shall be His care."
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Thou art my hiding-place,. Thou shalt preserve me from trouble,.
Thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance. Selah. "PSALM xxxii. 7.

A PROMISE divinely given, and as divinely fulfilled, and that snperabonndingly, during the year now fast drawing to a close. Surely,
snch a promise will claim His children's songs; and were they silent
in such circnmstances, the very stones wonld cry out: for, "Who is
a God like unto our God 1 " let Israel challenge, and let the reply be
that of Moses, "There is none like unto the God of Jeshurnn, Who
rideth upon the heaven in thy help, and in His excellency on the sky."
God's children may, and often do, fear as they enter the cloud and
cross the threshold of a new year into the unknown and untrodden
fnture; and the very promise we are considering seems to suggest
that He Who "goeth before" is gently telling them that conflict,
clouds, and storms await them. God's children have all to tread the
old pathway of the saints, which leads "through mnch tribulation "
to the Kingdom. Conflict must precede victory; strait places lead
to deliverances; afflictions are the precursors of joy; the "wealthy
place" is gained by His leading" through fire and water." So that
the soul in all its exercises and conflicts, having "God the same
abiding," cannot but rejoice. Says one, "How beautiful is that
chain (every link of which is wrought by the hand of God Himself)
beginning with tribnlation, and ending in the love of God reigning
over and ruling in us. ' Tribulation worketh patience, and patience
experience, and experience hope, and hope maketh not ashamed'
(does not disappoint), 'becanse the love of God is shed abroad' (poured
through every part, strengthening, sanctifying, rendering fragrant
and acceptable) 'in our hearts, by the Holy Ghost which is given unto
us. , "
And the same writer says, in speaking of the afflictions and sorrows
of Zion's sons and danghters: '" I have seen thy tears '(2 Kings xx. 5);
, Put Thon my tears into Thy bottle.' God cares for, and takes care
of,' a tear, then! God marks every tear. The pain that causes it
is known to Him and can be healed by Him. The tear that built
a home of safety. 'The babe wept' (Exod. ii. 6)."
What are the saints' tears bnt lodgers 1 "Weeping may endure
for a night, bnt joy cometh in the morning." What are they sent
for but to drive us to the Burden-bearer, yea, to our Elder Brother Who
"wept," and thus showed how" in every pang that rends the heart,
the Man of Sorrows has a part." Oh! it is by no means going ill with
us when He in love sees fit to send us trial or chasteniQ.g, so long as
He holds the other end of the cord of affiiction.
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"Trials make the promise sweet,
Trials give new faith to prayer,
Trials bring me to His feet,
Lay me low, and keep 'me there."
And that is my proper place! Oh! how vile and base this lurking
pride in me. "I know," groaned the great Apostle of the Gentiles,
"that in me, that is in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing. . . 0 wretched
man that I am! Who shall deliver me 1" And sometimes when
He lets us get a little glimpse of our own vileness, and of what He is,
we feel we could not bear it long. But He comes again. He revives,
He restores, brings comfort to His mourners, aud heals with His precious
blood. Said the saintly Rutherford: "There is no merit in faith;
there cannot be a more humble soul than a believer. It is no pride
in a drowning man to catch hold of a rock. On what is the peace of
the soul to be fixed 1 Holy walking is no ground for peace. Believers
often seek in themselves what they should seek in Christ. . . . Be
humbled; walk softly: down, down, for God's sake, my worthy
brother, with your top-sail! Stoop, stoop! it is a low entry to go
in at heaven's gate. I know no sweeter way to heaven than through
free grace and hard trials together."
It is when a view of self is presented to us, when dealings between
the soul and God go on in conflict and darkness, when, with midnight
in the soul, "the beasts of the forest do creep forth," that then we
know to our sorrow we are not humble! We thought we were, but
that was" in the day of prosperity," and we have since had a fall.
We now find that Jesus' lovely face is hidden, that clouds hover over
us, that the load yields no sweetness, and we grope in the dark! In
like circumstances cried one, "Behold, I go forward, but He is not
there; and backward, but I cannot perceive Him. On the left hand,
where He doth work, but I cannot behold Him. He hideth Himself
on the right hand, that I cannot see Him; but He knoweth the way
that I take; when He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold."
And that is the end our all-wise and gracious Father has in view.
, His eye is upon the gold; He 'watches that in the furnace; His heart
is yearning over His tried child through all the purifying process.
And then we are at length taught we were not low enough for Jesus
to come; not contrite and lowly enough for the High and Holy One
to make His dwelling-place in us; not empty enough for His filling;
not poor enough to meet His riches, But" when He hath tried me "purified me of the dross, and brought me forth a vessel meet for His
use; when He has hastened to my relief,-then, in the words of our
text, I can say: "Thou art my hiding-place; Thou shalt preserve me
from trouble; Thou shalt compass me about with sO'1{Js 0/ deliverance."
Meanwhile He has made Himself His children's" hiding-place." No
storm can break on their head without His promised shelter; no wind,
can be rough enough to break the tossed and brnised reed; no temptation but has a way of escape. And thus He will "see you again" ;
cause you to revive as the corn, and discover to you the tender-
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springing grass after the King's mowings-the clear shining after
rain which has come down upon the mown grass.
Yes, the deliverances wrought by our God are divine, and consequently effectual, complete, mighty, kingly. They are unhindered
by man; they are undeserved by man, yet delighted in by the heart of
Him Who commands deliverances for His worm Jacob,-and all, all,
for Jesus' sake. If, as was true, Joseph could declare to his brethren
how God had "sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in
the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance," how much
more can it be said of Joseph's Antitype: "He that is our God is the
God of salvation," or, as it may be rendered, "the God of deliverances; "
and His deliverances spell help, salvation, and victory. We find in
God's Word many prayers for deliverance. "Deliver me from all
my transgressions," prayed David; .and in another psalm, "Deliver
me from the hand of mine enemies." At other times he prayed,
"Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, 0 God"; "0 deliver me from
the deceitful and unjust man"; "Deliver me from the oppression of
man": and in His answers He proves Himself His people's mighty
Deliverer. "My deliverer," said David; "Thou art my help and
my deliverer" : and be it the sweet Psalmist, or Paul delivered from
"deaths oft," or Peter released from prison, or the three youths
saved in the fiery furnace, or Daniel protected from the lions,----{)ne
and all could say, "Who delivered, and doth deliver: in Whom
we trust that He will yet deliver."
Some notable songs of deliverance have been placed on record:
that of Moses (Exod. xv.); that of Deborah and Barak (Judges v.) ;
that of David (2 Sam. xxii.); and shall His children of to-day be
dumb, or slow to sing His praise 1
Oh! it is worth exercise of soul to get God's" peaceable fruits"
afterwards. It is worth while going through storm and wind and cloud
to see how He gently clears the way. It is worth the mowing down
and the hidings of His face-painful though the experience be-to find
how" the Lord was ready to save me," and make the heart to rejoice.
It is worth the being" brought low," to find how" He helped me" ;
and worth while being humbled, to be exalted by Him in due season!
Moreover, our text shows His readiness and joy of heart to deliver:
"Thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance." It is
not meagre help that our God affords. It is not relief given grudgingly
nor of necessity, but cheerfully, in good measure, and with tender
compassion. "The Lord was ready to save me." He has promised
to encompass His children, to give His angels charge concerning
them, to encamp round about them; so that the afflictions which may
bestrew a pathway are at His infinite bidding; and superabounding
mercy preserves us, His grace defends us, and His power upholds us and
will continue to do so till that time when we come forth again with
a new song of praise in our mouths, and tell of our delivering God.
Thus the child of God proves all through his pilgrimage how the
Lord in His rich mercy has encompassed him. Encompassed him
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in mercies, in goodness, in grace; encompassed him so as to shut out
the world, and shut him up to Christ as all his desire; encompassed
him when Satan's fiery darts have been hurled at him, and when he
has fallen, caused him to arise; encompassed him when he was" much
cast down in his own eyes," lest he should be swallowed up by dejection; and so also equally encompassed him when he was exalted in
due season, lest spiritual pride should overtake him. For there is
restraining grace as well as constraining grace, and our gracious God,
in His infinite wisdom and perfect knowledge, keeps His own child,
together with every trial He sees fit to lay upon him, every assault
He permits Satan to try him with, in His own hand, and "nothing
shall by any means harm you" is His promise. Now, what a blessed
promise has been our portion, and how wondrously has it been proved
in our experience all through the year now closing. We have needed
it! He has made it ours! He has made Himself all that is wrapped
up in it, and we have found, amid many and varied trials, without any
fear of wearying our best Friend, that we could always turn to Him
and say, "Thou art my hiding-place; Thou shalt preserve me from
trouble; Thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance."
Beloved, when it is well with you, seek much the grace of praise to
sing your "songs of deliverance"; even when it is a dark day with
you, seek to encourage your soul by reviewing innumerable past
deliverances; and in the meanwhile turn to your Stronghold, turn in
to your Refuge, and delight His heart of tender pity and yearning
love by telling Him, " Thou art my HidiTUJ-place,- Thou shalt preserve
me fl'Om trouble." Thus will your faith be encouraged, and confidence
in Him sustained. He has been so faithful in the past that you are
encouraged to trust Him with the future days-be they few or many.
He has been with you, and He has said, "I will never leave thee nor
forsake thee." His children have indeed cause, as they daily prove
Him, to " set to their seal" that God is true.
"I know not what of trial or of joy
May lie before me in the untrod way;
But yet I know sufficient grace is mine
For each succeeding day.
" I know not whether there may partings be,
The rending of earth's ties that are so sweet;
But this I know, that rest for breaking hearts
Is found at J esu's feet.
" I know not-yet I know that He plans all,
All that God chooseth is for ever best;
And this He gives to those who only seek
His will, and in Him rest.
" So on His love I lay me down and say,
God will be with me through the coming year:
Lead me, 0 Lord, by Thine own perfect way,
With Thee I have no fear.

-
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• Into Thy keeping take my life, my love ;
Thou art my portion, Thou, and naught beside;
Dwelling within the secret place above,
My heart is satisfied.
" Until the day, when in the richer life
Of Thine own house, I shall the fulness prove
Of perfect bliss, and likeness to Thyself,
And everlasting love! "

R.
"CORN IN EGYPT."
" And he [Jacob] said, Behold, I have heard that there is corn in Egypt.'"
GEN. xlii. 2.

WHAT was Jacob's thought when we last heard him speaking to his
sons, as recorded before the incidents of the four preceding chapters 1
Was it not that he would go down into the grave unto his son, mourning 1 But saith God, "My thoughts are not your thoughts; for as
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My thoughts higher than
your thoughts." Thus, instead of going down into the grave mourning
the loss of his beloved son, he was to go down into Egypt rejoicing, to
meet and embrace that son; no longer the youth he sent into the
fields of Shechem and Dothan, but the governor, next to the king,
over the land of Egypt.
How blessedly and eloquently the Holy Spirit by David sets forth
the doings of J ehovah, the mighty wonders of our Covenant God.
"Moreover, He called for a famine upon the land; He brake the whole
staff of bread. He sent a man before them, even J oseph, who was
sold for a servant" (Ps. cv. 16, 17).
Yea, to both J acob and J oseph, "the word of the Lord was a pure
word, tried in a furnace of earth seven times." For what was Isaac's
blessing upon J acob 1 Was it not "the fatness of the earth, and
plenty of corn and wine 1 " (Gen. xxvii. 28). And how should the
blessing and promise be seen sbining forth in all their glory and lustre
but by the intervening clouds and the trial of faith 1
"Now, when Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, Jacob said
unto his sons, Why do ye look one upon another 1 "
"Why does your face, ye humble souls,
Those mournful colours wear 1
What doubts are these that try your faith
And nourish your despair 1 "-Watts.
Is it because the famine is sore in the land 1 Not that famine of
the days of J acob and Joseph, for that is past; but is it because of that
other famine of which God speaks by His servant, the prophet Amos1" And I also have given you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, and want
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of bread in all your places :' yet have ye not returned unto Me, saith
the Lord" (Amos iv. 6). Returned from your apostasy as a nation and
people. Again, God said by the same prophet, "Behold, the days
come, that I will send a famine in the land; not a famine of bread, nor
a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord: and they
shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east;
they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not
find it" (Amos viii. 11, 12). They shall find many things of men who
please not God substituted for the Word of the Lord, which will be
banished and driven away.
When the true Gospel is found preached in the land, it may well
be said, " Behold, here is a wonder! There is corn in Egypt." Wherever, in England or elsewhere, that Gospel, which is not after man,
which was neither received of ~an nor taught, but by the Word of
God and the revelation of Jesus Christ, is preached, there will be found
that corn which makes man cheerful, and the wine and milk which
gladden the heart.
How careful was J acob that his sons should deal uprightly ap.d
honestly. They were to " take money" and buy corn. But did the
great man with whom they had to deal take their money and enrich
himself therewith 1 Did they not here come, as it were, into contact
with one of the secrets of the everlasting Gospel of the Son of God,
as in Isa. Iv. 1 1
"Oh, bring no price; God's grace is free,
To Paul, to Magdalen, to me."-Hart.
" Nothing in my hand I bring," says Toplady.
"The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him," and with
tbose unto whom He manifests His Covenant. The" corn in Eg.ypt "
which Paul brought forth from the storehouse of his knowledge of the
mystery of Christ was exhibited to the view of the spiritually hungry
in the words-" For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God" (Eph. ii. 8).
The excellent and spiritually-minded Mrs. Dutton, in her marvellous
letter on the Israelites eating of the old corn of the land, says, " By the
old corn of the land, the old corn of heaven may be intended. The
everlasting love of God in all His Persons, of God the Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost; for to comfort the Church here on earth, to
feed and satisfy her, to nourish and delight her in a state of grace by
faith, the Lord appears unto her, and says, ' I have loved thee with an
everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee'
(Jer. xxxi. 3)."
I have in remembrance to this day how, after a Sabbath morning's
preaching to a few of the" outcasts of Israel" in the town of Birmingham, from the words of 1 Kings xvii. 24, an old veteran met me, with
a cheerful countenance and a warm shake of the hand and the remark,
" Bless God! there is. yet corn in Egypt."
Birkenhead.
G. A.
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Sermon!:! Rnb Note!:! of Sermon!:!.
OUR

HEAVENLY

CALLING.

SKETCH OF A SERMON PREACHED AT S1\ MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH
ON LORD'S-DAY MORNING, OCTOBER 30TH, 1910, BY THE
REV. JAMES ORMISTON, RECTOR.

,

" For our· conversation is in he.aven,. from whence also we look for the
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body,
that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to
the working whereby He is able even to subdu,e all things unto
Himself."-PHIL. iii. 20, 21.
IF you look fully into the connection of these two verses with the 19th
verse, you find a remarkable contrast between them. The end of
the unbeliever and the glorious future of the believer. Of the Imgodly
it is said: "Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and
whose glory is in their shame, who mind eartWy things;" and then
comes the forcible, telling contrast of the Church-" For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the I,ord
Jesus Christ." The others are an eartWy people, but the people of
God, redeemed by precious blood, are God's excellent in the earth,
with the prospect of better things in the heavens. Tbey have a conversation peculiar to themselves. Conversation, or state, marked ofi'
from all others because heavenly. Our citizenship began in heaven..
When God said Live, the Voice came and found us, converted and
changed us into the living ones, and we ceased to belong to the
dead, and became partakers of life everlasting. Its origin is in God,
and therefore has no end. Who shall date the thoughts of love God
has towards His people to-day 1 We are of heaven, born from
above, and as we are made partakers of Divine life, we know that
it has no end. Death cannot separate-God's people live more
abundantly when they pass on high.
When more abundant life comes, it is identified with death; it comes
the moment you pass out of this frail body of infirmities, sinful or
otherwise. You will live then as never before. May I mention that
the word translated" is " is a very remarkable one; it is not from the
verb" to be," but it is "huparchei." God 1.-nows its eternal meaning.
A more correct translation would be "subsists "-has its abiding
place there. The life laid up for those who believe is, through grace,
hidden, it is not yet revealed. " It does not yet appear what we shall
be," but " we shall see Him as He is," not what we thought or anticipated, but as Jesus is now at God's right hand: as He is, Head over
all things, God over all. Our conversation exists in heaven far more
than here. We see not all things put under His feet; we see Him
marvellously exalted, . but not yet as we shall see Him; this may
come at any moment, in the twinkling of an eye. It exists, really is
there, rather than here.
Christ is Himself the" Anchor" (Heb. vi. 19) ; "Which hope we have
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as an anchor," in the heavenlies. Christ, our hope, is entered in; our
life is much rather reserved in heaven, to be revealed, than in anything we now partake of and enjoy. The best things are what God has
"reserved," kept in His own hand, reserved for a vast company
individually, just according to the thoughts of God. Their portion is
a sUre portion, because a God-reserved portion. Nothing can alter
what God has promised and purchased, through Christ, for us. All
must come to pass in His own appointed time, none can let it. We are
men of heavenly birth and calling, reserved from all harm, to be revealed
in due time. "From whence" (the heavenlies) "we look for the
Saviour." How earnestly God's Church looks for Him, her one Hope,
all things notwithstanding. All holds good that God has promised.
When God blesses His people, He does not part with the blessing. He
puts the believer in possession of the blessing. He conforms the
believer to the blessing. He stilI keeps in His hand the blessing and
the mercy that His dear Son purchased for us. There is no risk
a,l;>out it. This makes all sure. All He has promised to give He will
give. "We look" ardently and hopefully. We cannot be misled or
disappointed.. We can never say, "How short it comes of what we
thought." We shall find the half has not been told us, any more than
the Queen of Sheba had heard of half of Solomon's glory.
See to it, dear ·hearers, that your eyes are always directed upwards.
Look.ardently and hopefully. We shall not be put to confusion. TJ1e
Lord will count, or calculate, when He writeth up the people, so that
not one will. be overlooked, nor come short. He counts them, and
names them; the names He wrote in the Lamb's Book of Life. They
shall stand in their lot at the end of their days.
His marvellous names and titles are now recounted: the Saviour,
the Lord, Jesus, Christ. How little we apprehend the Divine meanings of the names applied to the Lord Jesus in the Word. We look
for the Saviour as such-as the Lord, and as Jesus, and as Christ.
Our eyes should be fixed as a habit of soul, looking up, unable to
look away. Shall we look in vain? Is the Lord delaying His time
too long? He hears the appeals from His people who actually wait
and expect. He notices the faintest sighs after Himself. He
treasures them up.
" Who shall change our vile body." What a promise this that the
Lord has given His waiting, believing people. Our lives are full of
change, but these are of little moment compared with this, the greatest
change of all. The Lord is coming to bring the last change, into the
excellent glory, into the image of Jesus. May these truths be realized
by the soul in the enjoyment of them.
"Vile body" may be translated" body of our infirmity, or corruption. All these are to come to an end with the body. They are
not of us, they will be taken off shortly. The former things
shall not come into remembrance, all that we are feeling now
of sorrow and tribulation. St. Paul, directed by the Holy Spirit,
wrote that down, "but for a moment." How short a time God
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reckons it to be. Men have groaned for nearly six thousand years,
and yet this is ouly a moment compared with eternity. Who
can compare the events of a moment with eternity? It is beyond
us to compare; only God, Who is true and never exaggerates, can compare them. "Fashioned" otherwise, will these "vile bodies" be.
What is to be made of them? They are to be fashioned according to
His own working. Leave your future, as to the details of it, to Him.
He will do it. in a way worthy of Himself. It is IEs masterpiece, to
conform the likeness of His people to lEa own.
" The body of IEs glory: " consider this thought; it is God's. That
which He set before Himself, to direct IEs fingers to the performance
of it on the resurrection morning. There shall be many like Him, but
no second Jesus. A vast company that no man can number will be
like IEm, and God, Who will bring this to pass, knows what He is
speaking of. This change will be effected by the power of God, this
we do know; let us daily seek to think more of this and rest more
upon it. Here is the measure of this handiwork of God-" according
as He is able." The ability of God is the measure of the change which
is to be wrought on the redeemed ones, down to the last.
" To subdue all things unto Himself." We cannot anticipate it, it
it is past finding out. This is God's programme. Men make their
programmes which often perish in the performance of them. God is
able to subdue all things unto Himself. The counsel of the Lord, that
shall stand. Let us dwell on these sure thoughts of God. We shall
see the performance of them all, that is a positive certainty. " I will
work, and who shall let it 1" He has anticipated all opposition, and
it has no effect. He has said, and will do it. When the proclamation
goes forth, "Behold He cometh," all is fulfilled. We have a good
hope centred in the Coming One. What a blessed issue when He
comes to keep His word! He is faithful Who has promised, Who will
also perform. "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My word
shall not pass away." One after another of God's people are being
taken away. To-day we mourn the loss of dear Mr. Powell, who for
forty-four years worked in God's service and passed into glory last
Monday. He read through the Bihle ten times before he gave up
his spirit to the I,ord, the Author of that blessed Book. The Old and
New Testament are equally the counsel of God; many. things promised
in the Old Testament He has performed, but many have yet to come.
All the promises relating to eternity He will keep, not one may be
omitted. Mr. Powell has left a good record behind him of the truth
of God's Gospel. I succeeded the Rev. S. A. Walker as Hon. Sec. to
the United Bristol Mission; money and men were forthcoming. I have
been spared to see six of the missionariea pass in from their l?obours
to take their rest, after their appointed works, given to them by God
to do, finished. There are two missionaries remaining, and these have
worked for over forty years in this Mission, and to-day we are taking
up the collections for it. Show your love to them by brightening as
you can the time remaining to them. It is Christ's cause, and" inasmuch as ye do it to the least of these My brethren, ye do it unto Me."
46
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CHRIST'S ACTIVE OBEDIENCE IMPUTED TO HIS PEOPLE.
A SERMON BY REV. JOHN BRINE, PREACHED
DECEMBER 27TH, 1758.

" Even I1S David also describeth the blessedness 0/ the man unto whmn
the Lord imputeth righteousness without works. "-ROMANS iv. 6.

My intention in the choice of these words for the subject of the present
discourse, is to defend the precious truth of the imputation of Christ's
righteousness, or active obedience, and to prove the blessedness of
those unto whom it is imputed, or their title to felicity in consequence
thereof.
The place to which the Apostle in the text refers is Psalm xxxii. 1, 2,
" Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and
in whose spirit there is no guile." It is proper to explain the phrase,
"without works;" or in what sense that righteousness which is
imputed is without works. To say, as some do, that it is without
perfect works but it consists of good works which are done by us, can
not be the import of the phrase. For it cannot with any propriety
and truth be said that our righteousness, or holy obedience, is without
works, because it consists of acts performed by us which are holy,
though not perfectly so. And to affirm, as some others do, that works
wrought before regeneration are intended, but those good works which
believers perform are not to be excluded, is liable to the same objection,
for it cannot with truth be said that the holy obedience of the saints
is without works, because it consists of those good works unto which
they are created of God in Christ Jesus. Nor can the meaning be,
" though works are not yet present; but a mind free from guile, i.e.,
sincere in the study and desire of piety," as Grotius will have it. For
though a course of future obedience is not included therein, yet it
implies love to God, trust in Him, an abhorrence of sin, and a desire
to obey and honour the Lord, which are holy, internal acts, and)re
properly denominated good works. This, therefore, is not a righteousness without works; because it consists of internal acts which are 'good
and holy. Consequently, this sense is not to be admitted any more
than either of the former. Wherefore, we must conclude that the
true meaning of the phrase without works, is this: without any works
of ours, either before or after regeneration: that the righteousness of
Another, and not our own, is imputed to us for our justification. The
phrase is not capable of any other construction. The righteousness
which is imputed is Christ's.
Two things in general are expressed in the text :1. God imputeth righteousness without works to some.
2. They are blessed, or have a right to happiness, on that ground.
Before I enter upon the demonstration of the two grand points con·
tained in my text, I would advance some propositions relating to both,
which, I apprehend, will very much conduce unto a right understanding
of them, and enable us to refute some objections which are raised
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against them. Some deny the imputation of the active obedience of
Christ, who allow the truth of satisfaction for sin by His death. Others,
though I. hope not many, who grant the truth of the imputation of
His righteousness, yet deny the real and proper merit of it.
The propositions which I would advance are the following :Prop. I.-Christ's sufferings and His obedience are not the same,.
but distinct.
Prop. 2.-Suffering the penal sanction of the law is not righteousness.
Prop. 3.-Righteousness is a conformity to the law, in the disposition
of the mind; and acts, internal and external, which agree therewith.
Prop. 4.-Pardon of sin does not constitute a delinquent just.
Prop. 5.-The infinite dignity of the Person of Christ puts an immense
value on His obedience, aB it does on HiB death. If He did not merit
by HiB obedience, He did not merit by HiB death. I Bhall afterwardB
somewhat enlarge on thiB point.
These propositions Beem to me clear and indisputable. Now I will
endeavour to demonstrate both the important truthB expreBsed in my
text.
. I. God imputeth righteousnesB without workB to some; that is to
say, the active obedience of ChriBt, without any of their own works for
their justification. I shall propoBe various arguments to consideration,
in order to demonstrate this point.
Arg. I.-The GOBpel revealB a righteouBneBs for the JUBtification of
sinners. " For therein is revealed the righteouBness of God from faith
to faith" (Rom. i. 17); "But now the righteouBneBs of God without
the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets '.'
(chap. iii. 21). That this righteousness is for the justification of sinners
is most clear from the context. "Now we know that what things
soever the law saith, it saith to them that are under the law; that
every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty
before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh
be JUBtified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of Bin" (chap.
v. 19, 20). That which cannot possibly be by the deeds of the law"
certainly is effected by that righteouBness of God without the law,
which is manifested; being witnessed by the law and the prophets ;
and that is the justification of sinners. Now as the sufferings of Christ
and His obedience are not the same, but distinct, according to prop. 1,
and as HiB suffering the penalty of the law was not righteouBneBs,.as
the Becond Proposition expresses: this righteousness cannot be understood of His death; but it must intend His conformity to the law, in
His disposition and conduct; or, His active obedience, according to
the third proposition. And therefore His active obedience is imputed
to His people, in order to their justification in the sight of God. I will
venture to affirm that this argument cannot be everted, without
proving that Christ's suffering the penal sanction of the law iB His
righteousness, or that HiB righteouBneBB is not revealed in the Gospel
in order to the justification of BinnerB.
Arg. 2.-Redemption and righteousnesB are not the same, but
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distinct benefit.<;. The latter is not included in the former, nor the
former in the latter. Redemption is the remission of our sins: "In
Whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins."
Christ's suffering the penal sanction of the law, which is the procuring
cause of pardon, was not righteousness; nor is a discharge from guilt,
which is the effect of Christ's death, as a meritorious cause,righteousness.
Now as neither the cause of pardon, nor pardon itself, is righteousness,
that must be a benefit distinct from redemption, and not included
therein. It would be as agreeable to truth to say that Christ's obedience
to the law's precept.<; was suffering it.<; penalty, as that His enduring
the penalty of the law was that obedience which it required; which I
suppose no one will maintain. And therefore redemption and righteousness are benefit.<; properly distinct, though inseparately connected.
And the Apostle most clearly represent.<; them as such in his enumeration of those blessings which Christ is, of God, made unto us. "But
of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, Who of God is made unto us wisdom,
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." Consequently
they ought not to be blended or confounded together, but considered
as things really distinct, which it is most evident they are in their own
nature. For as obedience includes not suffering penalty, so suffering
punishment includes not righteousness.
Arg. 3.-Christ is made righteousness unto us. From what has
been argued above it is apparent that in His being made redemption
He is not made righteousness. He is made the latter to us as well as
the former, and therefore His active obedience and not His death is
that which is imputed to us for our justifying righteousness. If His
Buffering the penalty of the law was not righteousness, it cannot with
.any propriety be said He is made righteousness to us by placing His
Bufferings and death to our account. But His conformity or obedience
1;0 the law was His righteousness, and therefore He is made righteousness
1;0 us by imputing that to us which was His righteousness, viz., His
obedience to the preceptive part of the law. As an innocent person
cannot be made sin any otherwise than by the sin of others being
-charged to him, so such as are guilty can no otherwise be made righteous
through or by another, than by the imputation of His righteousness
to them. Now, non-imputation of sin is a negative act, the imputation
of righteousness is a positive one. And the act negative does -not
include the act positive. Whence it follows, according to prop. 4, that
the pardon or non-imputation of sin does not constitute us just. For
that negative act reflect.<; sin only, and therefore it cannot make us
righteous. Consequently, if Christ is made righteousness unto us, it
must be by the imputation of His righteousness, or active obedience, to
us, which was the point to be proved.
Arg. 4.-The Apostle opposeth Christ's obedience, and not His death,
to Adam's disobedience. "But not as the offence, so also is the free
gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the
grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one Man, Jesus Christ,
hath abounded unto many. And not as it was by one that sinned,
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is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the
free gift is of many offences unto j.ustification. For if by one man's
offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance
of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by One, Jesus
Christ. Therefore as by the offence of one judgment· came upon all
men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of One the free
gift came upon all men unto justification of life. For as by one man's
disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of One
shall many be made righteous" (Rom. v. 15-19). The important
truth in whose demonstration I am now engaged, is abundantly
established in this context. The things which are therein opposed are
opposites, or direct contraries. Adam's offence and Christ's death
are not opposites. To be made sinners and to be pardoned are not
opposites. To be obnoxious to ·death on account of sin, and to be
freed from that obnoxiousness by remission, are not opposites. The
free gift, the gift by grace, is not the death of Christ, but His righteousness, or active obedience; for it is the gift of righteousness, and is
expressly declared to be His obedience, the direct contrary to Adam's
disobedience. From hence, therefore, it is manifest that the active
obedience of Christ is that which the Apostle opposes to Adam's offence,
and not His death. Consequently, His active obedience is the cause
of our justification, as Adam's offence was the cause of our condemnation.
Arg. 5.-The Apostle desired to have the righteousness of Christ.
"And be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness, whic)~
is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith" (Phi!. iii. 9). The Apostle's own
righteousness which he renounced was his obedience to the law's
precepts. And that righteousness which he opposes to his own, and
desires to have, must be Christ's absolutely perfect obedience which
He yielded to the law. As it was righteousness properly understood,
though imperfect, which he renounced, so it was righteousness in a
proper sense which he was desirous of having; and that· must be
Christ's obedience, and not His death. The reason is clear, and is
this: the suffering of a penal death is no part of that righteousness
which is required in the law. If it was, an innocent creature could
not fulfil the righteousness of the law without suffering death as a
penal evil; the supposition whereof is so manifestly absurd, that. I
conceive none ,viII admit of it. If, therefore, that righteousness which
the Apostle desired to have was the righteousness of Christ, it must be
His active obedience and not His death, because that is no part of
righteousness required by the law.
Arg. 6.-The saints are clothed with a robe of righteousness, as well
as stripped of their filthy garments. ." Take away the filthy garments
from him, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment." The former
is the removal of guilt, or pardon of sin; the latter is another thing
distinct therefrom. It is investing with a garment that is pure and
spotless. Such the righteousness of Christ only is, for spots and
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imperfections attend the best obedience, even of those who are most
holy here. This change of raiment, therefore, cannot be understood
of the personal obedience of the saints; but it must be interpreted of
the sinless obedience of Christ, which is comparable to fine linen, clean
and white, and is the righteousness of saints wherein they appear with
acceptance before God. This is the solid ground of their spiritual
joy and exultation. " I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall
be joyful in my God: for He hath clothed me with the garments of
salvation; He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness." The
Penal sufferings of Christ are not unrighteousness, that is most clear;
because suffering penalty is no part of that righteousness which is
required in the law. If, therefore, that robe of righteousness wherewith believers are covere!l is the righteousness of Christ, and not their
own, it must intend His active obedience to the law, and not His
suffering the penalty of it. For that which is not included in that
righteousness which the law requires cannot be a robe of righteousness.
It is no other than the evil of suffering, which the law threatens for the
want of righteousness. And therefore Christ's active obedience most
certainly is that robe of righteousness wherewith God's people are
clothed, and wherein they are justified, or accounted righteous in His
sight.
Arg. 7.-Christ came under the law for our sakes, in the character
of our Surety; and therefore He obeyed it for us, as well as suffered
its curse on our account. "By so much was Jesus made the Surety
of a better testament" (Heb. vii. 22). His undertaking in the covenant
of grace was the ground of His coming under the obligation of the
covenant of works; and without that He had never been in subjection
to the first covenant. He was "made of a woman, made under the
law, to redeem them that were under the law" (Gal. iv. 4, 5). By
a sovereign appointment of God, with His own consent as our Surety,
He was made under the law in order to redeem us from it. Now what
He acted in that character, as well as what He suffered therein, was
for us, and is placed to our account. Since therefore He yielded
obedience to the law in the character of our Surety, as He suffered its
curse, His active obedience was for us, no less tha;" His death; and it'
is placed to our account, or imputed to us. The reason is the same for
the imputation of what He did as for the imputation of what He
suffered; viz., His coming under the obligstion of the covenant of
works as our Surety. And therefore His fulfilling the righteousness of
the law was for us, and is reckoned to us, as His suffering its penal
sanction was for us, and is reckoned to us. Consequently, His active
obedience is ours, and was yielded by Him for us, with a view to our
justification.
Arg. S.-We are made righteous by the obedience of Christ. "As
.by the disobedience of one many were made sinners, so by the obedience
of One shall many be made righteous." The things spoken of are
opposites,'and their effects are direct contrary. Now the opposite of
disobedience is not suffering puuishment or a penal death; but
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obedience to the commands of the law. And therefore it is not Christ's
sufierings and death which the Apostle opposes to Adam's disobedience,
but His active obedience to the law's precepts. The effect of Adam's
disobedience is guiltiness, or, we are made sinners, i.e., guilty, thereby.
And the effect of Christ's obedience is the contrary to that; we are
made righteous, or constituted just, by that, and not by what He
suffered for us. Hence we must conclude that the active obedience of
our blessed Saviour is imputed to us, in order to our justification before
God.
Arg. 9.-Lastly, it is evident from the nature of things that Christ's
active obedience, and not His death, is the matter of our justifying
l'ighteousness. I argue thus: In our justification, God either considers
us righteous, or not so. The latter is most plainly absurd; for to
justify is to reckon or declare a person righteous, that is to say, not
destitute of that righteousness which that law requires, unto which
respect is had in the act of justification. And therefore God cannot
justify us without considering us righteous. Now if God in our justification does consider us righteous, either we are righteous, or we are
not. If, in fact, we are not righteous, then God in justifying us forms
not His judgment conceruing us according to truth, which with Him
is absolutely impossible. Both these things, consequently, must be
true, viz., that God considers us righteous, and that we are made so.
We cannot be made righteous by that which is not righteousness; nor
can God account us righteous on the foundation of that which is no
righteousness. The death of Christ properly atoned for our guilt, and
procured our pardon; but it is impossible His death should supply the
want of that which it doth not include; it does not include righteousness, for. which reason it cannot supply our want of righteousness.
And therefore it is not by His death, but by His active obedience, that
we are constituted just. Besides, according to prop. 4, pardon of
sin does not constitute a delinquent just. Remission of sin, or a discharge from guilt, is obtained by the death of Christ; but as pardon
does not include righteousness, it cannot make us righteous. And if
pardon does not make us righteous, God cannot esteem us so on the
ground of pardon. In justification He does reckon us righteous.
Righteousness, therefore, must be imputed to us. And as Christ's
death was not righteousness, it cannot be that righteousness which is
imputed to us, and whereby we are made righteous. It undoubtedly
is His active obedience, or conformity to the precepts of the law.
These arguments, I apprehend, most clearly demonstrate the important
truth of the imputation of Christ's righteousness, or active obedience,
and the necessity of it to our justification.
Socinus strenuously contends against this doctrine, and it is a point
whereon he hath much laboured. He argues thus: Making satisfaction
for our sins and obeying the law for us cannot consist together; one
or the other is vain and unnecessary. Because satisfaction by suffering
punishment manifestly shows that he for whom satisfaction is made
is not reckoned innocent. For where innocence is, that is, no offence,
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there is no punishment. And to satisfy by doing of those things which
another ought to have done, really causes that he for whom they are
done should be accounted innocent, and be esteemed never to have
committed any offence. And that one or the other· is vain and
unnecessary this demonstrates: that if one is reckoned to have done
all those things which he ought to have done, all his sins are already
blotted out. For how can he be thought to have sinned even in the
least, or be accounted guilty, who hath done all things that he ought
to have done 1 Likewise, if anyone should be reckoned to have
suffered the whole punishment due to his sins, his sins truly are blotted
out.
Socinus believed neither the one nor the other. This reasoning of
his may at first view seem plausible. Some who have been most
remote. from his opinion concerning the doctrine of satisfaction, have
been so far misled by it as to conclude that there is no necessity for
the imputation of Christ's obedience, in order to our justification;
that His sufferings and death are sufficient for that end. But there is
nothing solid in it; which thus appears: We are under obligation to
obey the law as creatures; and we are under obligation to suffer
its curse as sinners. Adam in his innocent state was under the
former only; his violation of the law brought him under the latter
obligation. His coming under the latter did not dissolve the former
obligation; or, his sin did not free him from an obligation to obedience
that still remained upon him. Now, Christ's satisfying the law by
obeying its precepts only respects us as creatures from whom obedience
is due, as a condition of life, and not as sinners; and therefore this
obedience cannot free us from that obligation under which we are as
we are gnilty. And His satisfying the law by suffering its penalty
regards us not as creatures, but as criminals, and therefore it frees us
not from that obligation under which we are as creatures, simply
considered, viz., of yielding obedience to the law in order to the enjoy·
ment of happiness.. Hereby the consistency and necessity of Christ's
obedience and sufferings for us are clearly evinced. Our being acqnitted
of gnilt by virtue of His death, does not suppose that we have obeyed the
law, or have the innocency of righteousness. This only is supposed
therein, that we are freed from an obligation to suffer that punishment
which is demerited by our guilt. And our being constituted alid
reckoned righteous. by the imputation of His righteousness to us, does
not suppose that we have not transgressed the law, or that God, 'upon
the imputation of His righteousness, reckons us not to have sinned.
That can be true on no other principle than this, viz., it being the
Divine will to impute the obedience of Christ to us for our justification,
God is regardless of that part which we ourselves act, or that He does
not take it into His consideration; which is most certainly false, as it
is most manifestly absurd.
======
CHRISTIAN reader, remember that the Gospel purity of your life
"howsto worIdlings the impurity of theirs.-W. Seeker.
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FOR ffiMSELF.

,-

" MAN'S chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him for ever." So
runs the answer to the first question in the Assembly's Shorter Catechism, and it is a very comprehensive statement of truth. The chief
end or purpose or destination for which man was created is that he
may-be for the glory of God, his Creator and Saviour. We are His
workmanship, and He is graciously pleased to own us as His, and to
assign us places in His purposes and designs.
We read in Isa. xliii. 21, "This people have I formed f07 Myself."
Formed-shaped-adapted-madc-moulded-fashioned-all for Himself. Surely this should be a theme of delighted, adoring wonder,
causing whole·hearted devotion to the God Who is love. We know a
loving person will always have a loved object in view in all his plans,
and so with our loving God. The very atmosphere and touch is
tenderness and mercy and lovingkindness. Well may we abundantly
rejoice to know we are formed for Himself; used by gentle, skilful
hands. Yes, and when man-made in the _image of God, made" a
little lower than the angels," the inhabitant of the garden of Eden;
which the Lord Himself had filled with" every tree that is pleasant to
the sight and good for food "-fell from his high estate through disobedience; did this deter Him from His schemes of mercy, or cause Him
to change His love ~ No; in the Eternal ('.ovenant of the .Three in
One a plan was devised to renew him and to bring him again into
Covenant relationship, and this on a basis which is absolutely una88ailable. For now it is not secured by man's own obedience or righteous
dealing, not by his fulfilling the command, "Do this and live," but by
the imputed righteousness of the Son of God, and by virtue of the
atoning blood. He is not merely a pardoned sinner, but justified freely
also. "The righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ,
unto all and upon all them that believe" (Rom. iii. 22). Oh! marvellous work of grace, exercised upon the people formed for Himself! _ Do
we take posse88ion of all the comfort and joy which should undoubtedly
ensue from such unutterable favour ~ Do we throughout life act up
to the ble88edness of our high position-formel;! for Himself ~ Ah,
no! we often live and think and speak as if self only were to be considered, and this world were the narrow bound of the immortal life
which is formed for Himself. We walk by sight, not by faith. We
look at the things seen which are temporal, and not at the things unseen
which are eternal. By painful exercises we are brought to know that
we are not our own, but bought with a price, and therefore for a possession and a purpose. He will not give His glory to another; He will
not yield His sovereign right in us. He will not let His people rest in
their self-love and Christless labour and bounded vision. He formed
them for Himself, and therefore they must be moulded to His design,
however difficult the process may be. " Man was formed for Thyself,
and will never be at rest till he finds rest in Thee," was the apt observation of St. Augustine, and has been the experience- of God's people in
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all ages. As a key is made to fit certain loch and will not act in any
other, so man was formed for God Himself, and will never be at lest,
never fit in any niche, till he find rest in God. He was formed, fitted,
fashioned for Him alone, and in Him alone he finds satisfaction.
Again, we read in Ps.lxxx. 17," The son of man whom Thou madest
strong for Thyself." Strong in His own might, strong in His own
keeping, strong in the matchless love and sleepless guard and tender
care of "the mighty God, the everlasting Father." Strong; yes, but
not for the world, or from the world, or with the world, but for Himself.
A very distinctive line of separation from the world marks the living
child of God. Have you not often noticed the frequent expressions of
sorrow in the Psalms and in the Books of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel,
Amos, and others, over the people of Jehovah having joined themselves
to idols, having polluted His Name, having mingled with the heathen,
having turned from Himself, having murmured, and dishonoured His
Name, having not believed His word, even· after many signs and
wonders and deliverances and assurances 1 He is a jealous God, and
will not give His glory to another, nor share with another the glory
and love due to Him. His people are His own possession, and more than
that, they are formed entirely for Himself. See thy honoured exaltation, dear child of God. Strong for Himself! Sip all the sweetness of
it, and if afHiction visit thee, remember that not for freedom from this
life's turmoil and sorrow and distress hath He made thee so strong.
No! It is in all these things He will make thee" more than conqueror."
Ont of weakness He will make thee strong. Do not rest in earthly joy,
for then is He dishonoured; for it is for Himself thou art created, and
for Himself He strengthens thee.
Again: "That they might be unto Me . . . for a praise" (Jer.
xiii. 11). Our lives should be all to His praise. Love, interest,
speech, action, should be all for Him; to the praise of Him Who
has so loved us, and Who has formed us, not for examples of wrath,
not for exercise of His great power in fear, not for mere mechanical
beings, but for His praise, to show forth His salvation, and the
glory of His name from day to day; to be a tribute of gratitude,.
and heartfelt, loving homage. Is it not unparalleled honour to be a
praise to God 1 Just think of it for a moment. That we, "frail
children of dUllt, and feeble as frail," should ever be thought of by the
Almighty Maker of all things as a praise! Let it not be said of us, as
of Israel and J udah: "Unto Me for a people and for a name, and for a
praise and for a glory, but they would not hear." They forfeited
their high privileges, and were punished for it. For His people are His
people, and are for Himself only.
We read of another object of our being formed for Himself in
183. xliii. 7: "I have created him for My glory."
The God of
glory, Whose essence, nature, person, attributes, actions, and surroundings are all glory, has created man for His glory. Man's
creation, as also his redemption and his eternal inheritance, display
His glory, the glory of His wonderful love and unswerving faith-
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fulness. The child of God is a living witness, a living, eternal
witness, to the glory of God; and the Lord is his glory. "My glory,
the lifter up of my head:" "In God is my glory:" "The Lord
shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory."
lIe, the God of glory, condescends to use man for His glory. There
are two sweet, reciprocal passages in Isaiah, in which the same terms
are used in description of the Lord and in description of His people.
See, Isa. xxviii. 5: "In that day shall the .Lord of hosts be for a
crown of glory and for a diadem of beauty unto the residue of His
people"; and then in Isa. lxii. 3, "Thou shalt also be a crown of
glory in the hands of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hands of thy
God." His people are His glory, and most assuredly He is their glory.
Do count up thy privileges and possessions and honours, dear reader,
in being one with ·Christ. Only in this relationship in Christ can He
see no iniquity in thee, but delight in thy being" all fair," "no spot in
thee," "whiter than snow." Does not earth seem very poor, very
polluted, very paltry, very empty, very unsatisfying, in comparison
with Him? For all that is best on earth, the loved ones so dear to
thee and to Him, are either with Him now or are travelling along with
thee to Him. They are so dear and satisfying because they are part
of Himself, and will be with Him and with thee in the exceeding eternal
weight of glory to come.
And so all is summed up in Himself! He has formed, created thee,
for Himself. And only in Himself can thy happiness and comfort
exist. He i8 all and in all that savours of any joy. Is it not essential
to thee that He Himself should be loved and honoured in all things and
in all persons ?
We are almost at the close of another year of our earthly journey;
we are" nearer the bound of life"; we are" a year's march nearer
Home," nearer the sight of Himself. Have we not found Him very
really near and dear in all that has befallen us during this year now
nearly over? Some of us have passed through refining fires of deep
afRiction since 1910 dawned. Some dear readers who entered the
year with us are now" present with the Lord"; but,
"One Family we dwell in Him,
One Church, above, beneath,
Though now divided by the stream,
The narrow stream, of death."
We are all one family. It has been beautifully written: "They are
but on Christ's other side." There is no separation, since they are with
Him and He with us: He is the loving link between.
Oh! it is sweet to know that all these things work together for His
. glory, and that we are His possession. We are in strong Hands that
will not let us go. Each dear believer is "kept as with a military
guard all the way Home," as one recently said at the Clifton Conference.
The tender care of His loving watch never relaxes for one moment.
The turmoil of nations, the din of earthly strife, perplexity, and
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disappointment need not distress us. It is only "till He come,"
and "the government is on His' shoulders." May we constantly be
walking in His light and love, witnessing for Him, strong in Him and
strong for Him, praising Him, and telling "what a dear Saviour
we have found"; and so shall we pass on from strength to
strength, till we appear with Him in glory. Then we shall see
His Face, and His Name shall be in our foreheads. H is Name!
"They shall be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day
when I make up My jewels." They" thought upon His Name" ;
more, they trusted in His Name, they lived to the glory of His Name,
and now His Name is in their foreheads, a perpetual seal that they are
His own possession for ever. Formed for Himself, called by His
Name, created for Himself, for His praise, and for His glory.
"0 child of God, 0 glory's heir,
How rich a lot is thine! "
NETTlE.
THE DEAD PROPHET AND THE LIVING ASS.
" lIe went and found his carcase cast in the way, and the ass and the
lion standiTIIJ by the carcase,. the lion had not /;aten the carcase, nor
torn the ass."-I KINGS xiii. 28.

LET us first glance back a verse or two. How often when the openly
evil allurements of the world fail to turn us aside from the plain path
of duty and the Lord's distinct commands (vv. 7-10), the more subtle
influences of the Church succeed in reducing us (vv. 18, 19). This
passage should teach us to be very careful never to be a stumblingj
block to either the Church or the world. May the Spirit of God always
keep us from turning another out of the way, and from yielding to
the snares and deceits of those who try to lead us aside. This'especially
applies to the deceptive arguments and representations of the Church.
The world is open in its evil, and consequently that evil is more easily
detected. But the evils within the Church are so guardedly hidden
by Satan, and so zealously watched by him, that ouly the Holy Spirit
can open our eyes to see them, and strengthen our souls to avoid them.
Now look at the lovely 28th verse. The dead prophet and the living
ass :-life and death, grace and nature, are there depicted side by
side. Nature cannot slay grace, for grace coerces and overbalances
nature. There is something passing graceful, as well as passing
strange and passing pathetic, in the picture painted here. Grace and
nature are seen confronting one another. Nature in the lion would
certainly have." eaten the carcase" and "torn the ass." But grace
intervenes with an overruling hand of power. The death only of the
prophet is permitted, not the destruction of his body, nor the death
of the ass. Nature in the lion would declare, "Not ouly will I slay the
prophet, but I will eat the carcase, and I will tear the ass." Gra{)e
stands between, and saya, "Slay the prophet only; thus far shalt
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thou go but no farther; thou shalt not eat the carcase and thou shalt
not tear the ass." So nature in the renewed man is crucified and slain,
grace is alive and prevailing. Surely from this verse we gain a grand
lesson on the Lord's overruling the sins and mistakes of His people.
We may sin, we do sin, He alone knows how much and how often:
but He is able to control and counter-balance, not only our sinful
committals, but also the results of our sins. He will never allow
those results to reach farther than He wills and permits.
Mightily, marvellously, and magnificently too, the scene before
us represents grace wrestling and contending in the new-born man.
The Spirit against the flesh and the flesh against the Spirit; life and
death, .grace and nature, fighting for the mastery: a constant conflict
and struggle. One moment nature gains the upper hand and slays
the "prophet," the next moment the strong right hand of grace
prevails and the "ass" still stands alive. Truly a living monument
to the saving power of grace. Are we not sometimes apt to dwell
too much on the dead prophet and forget the living ass 1 We grieve
over the" carcase" of some skeleton sin, instead of looking up at the
unslain "ass." Has nature sinned sorely and slain the "prophet" 1
Yes, verily; but grace has intervened and spared the "ass" alive.
The dead prophet is surely a warning, but the living ass is encouragement also. How is the race to be well run 1 Forgetting those things
which are behind. This is just opposite to surveying the "carcase."
" Let the dead bury their dead." That past sin of which the believer
has truly repented, is forgiven, blotted out by the cleansing and allatoning blood-buried! Then why go and stand beside the grave 1
" The living, the living, he shall praise Thee, " 0 Lord, but" in death
there is no remembrance of Thee."
One more thought from the dead prophet. Are not the death of
the Lord Jesus Christ and His shed blood distinctly mirrored here 1
Sin has paid the penalty of death; death has charged its dues and
taken life. The blood of the prophet has been shed as the wages
sin has claimed. But side by side with that shed blood, life is
standing also. Satan, the "lion," has not had all his way. He has
gained one victory, and slain the body; but he can never gain the
second, and slay the soul of any true believer. Death may seemingly
gain the victory, but life shall finally conquer. Blood has been shed,
the blood of an Advocate; death has been paid by the life of the
Redeemer. Hence life, indestructible life, shall live for ever in the
soul which that blood has washed. The sinless One died that the
sinner might live, and the Church is redeemed by the blood of the
Saviour.
Brixton.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
THERE is no way to please God entirely and si~cerely until we have
learned both to know and do His will. Practical praise is the praise
God looks after.-Thomas Manton.
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THE PORTRAIT.-·THE REV. ARTHUR EDGAR HUGHES, M.A.
IT is with pleasure that we present our readers with a portrait of the
Rev. ARTHUR EDGAR HUGHEs, a worthy son of a good father (the late
Rev: Richard Hughes, who will be remembered by some of our readers
as the Vicar of St. Catherine's, Edge Hill, Liverpool, and afterwards
of St. Matthew's, Southampton).
The subject of our sketch followed his father's footsteps by entering
at Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, of which College, like his father,
he was a scholar. He took his B.A. (Sen. Opt.) in 1888, and after a
course at Ridley Hall, under Dr. Moule, he was ordained in 1890 to
the Rev. E. N. Thwaites' curacy at Fisherton-Anger, Salisbury, in
1890. In 1894, he was appointed Association Secretary of the Irish
Church Missions to the Roman Catholics, and, with his headquarters
in his old town of Liverpool, he did yeoman service for the Society in
the Northern Division. Before his appointment he had been deeply
interested in the Society's work, which lay very near his heart. In
1896 he removed to Bolton, Lancashire, as a more convenient centre
for his work.
It was a great loss to the I.C.M. when Mr. Hughes felt led, in 1900,
to accept the offer of the living of Bramcote, Notts, but he still retains
his warm affection for the work in Ireland, and has frequently visited
it since his cessation of the duties of Association Secretary. He is
now a valued member of the Society's General Co=ittee.
In his pastoral sphere at Bramcote he evinces the same thoroughness
and earnestness which marked all his earlier work. His deep spirituality
of character has earned him the respect of his parishioners and endeared him to a wide circle of the Lord's people. Uncompromizing in
his fidelity to Protestant truth, and of tireless energy in the Lord's
work, he has, we trust, a still more useful future before him. Last
year his parish sent up £130 to the Church Missionary Society, whose
work in Palestine, and that of the London Society for promoting
Christianity amongst the Jews, he has more than once visited. For
many years he has been a member, and is now the Treasurer, of the
Matlock Bath Clerical Society, which meets twice a year at Matlock
Bath, and is a much-valued rallying centre for Evangelical clergy from
different parts of the Midlands.
We thank God for the grace given to our brother to be a faithful
dispenser of the Word and Sacraments in these difficult days, and we
ask our readers' prayers that upon him, and upon his devoted wife
(who is a daughter of Canon Thwaites, of Salisbury), the continual
dew of God's blessing may fall.
[We are indebted to the kindness of the firm of W. W. WINTER,
photographer, Derby, for the use of the portrait.-EDITOR.]
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THE DAYS OF NOAH.
"DOTH God take care for oxen? " is a question found in 1 Cor. ix.
9. He took care of them in the days of the flood, when" God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with
him in the ark" (Gen. viii. 1); when He brought them all out of the
ark, and four times over in chapter ix. spoke of the Covenant between
Himself "and all flesh," "every living creature." He knew them
all by their names; He distinguished clean from unclean; He commanded that the cattle should participate in the Sabbath rest enjoined
on the people. And He gave instances of His care. He did not let
the lions in their den go short of a meal though He denied Daniel
to them. He preserved the life of the ass that had belonged to the
disobedient prophet. Balaam's ass also He preserved from the further
rage of her godless master. The government was on the shoulders
of the King, "just, lowly, and having salvation," Who should ride
" upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass." Did He have them both
(Matt. xxi. 7) that the one might not be separated from the other?
(It was the Philistines who ordered" bring their calves from them; "
shut them up at home). The Lord noticed the capture of sparrows
and their varying price. He" provides for the raven his food" and
knows when" they wander for lack of meat" (Job xxxviii. 41).
But it is not" altogether for their sakes" that we are assured that
God does" take care for" the creatures that are" made to be destroyed,"
"the beasts that perish." Is it not rather that He may show by
comparison how infinitely more ." He careth for" them for whose
sake-while He gave foxes holes and birds nests-He chose to have
no place to lay His head? For the love He bears them, rebellious
and unprofitable' as they are, He says they are of value in His sinforgiving sight. His David slew a lion and a bear, and the spiritual
seed of David's Lord are promised that they shall ". tread upon the
lion and adder," and trample the young lion and adder under their
feet; and those who know the stings of "that old serpent" have this
prospect, that God shall bruise Satan under their feet shortly.
Noah was one of the" much better" than the fowls of the air, with
which he was for a while lodged. "God remembered" him. Surely
he could not think that God had forgotten him, when every day
confirmed the word spoken more than one hundred years before;
when he saw, as the trees, the hills and the mountains in turn
became covered, that the long preaching to the ungodly, the
preparing for things not then seen, had been work wrought
out by God through him. But when the tops of the mountains
were covered, and yet the rain continued, perhaps the prayer
worded by Habakkuk sighed itself out of the heart of the
righteous man, "0 Lord, I have heard Thy speech, and was
afraid: 0 Lord, revive Thy work in the midst of the years, in the
midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy." . Then
God manifested His remembering mercy, "made a wind to pass over

•

786

The Gospel Magazine

the earth," assuaged the waters, stopped the rain, and brought the
ark to its resting-place. But the end was not yet. There were still
two months and a half of waiting before even the tops of the mountains
appeared; forty days more and the evening return of the dove spoke
that the waters were not "abated from off the face of the ground."
And Noah waited yet other seven days, and the seventh brought the
olive-leaf token and brightening prospects. He "stayed yet other seven
days," and the dove went out, not to return. But still more days
were added till the end of the year came. What a year! "Much to be
remembered before the Lord," Who had shown such wonders in the
deep, Who had wrought such deliverance for His chosen, redeemed,
called servant. And on the first day of the new year Noah "removed
the covering of the ark, and looked, and behold the face of the ground
was dry." "And now, Lord, what wait I for ~" "Your time is always
ready;' was the tender reproof of the Lord Jesus; "My time is not
yet come." Daily His children are loaded with benefits which never
would be theirs were it not the God of patience Who deals with them.
He waits but to be gracious; will they not" wait patiently for Him " ?
So the appointed twenty-seventh day of the second month came:
the thing was" finished" (Ruth iii. 18) and Noah, at God's command,
went forth of the ark to blessing, multiplying, and everlasting Covenant.
" As it was in the days of Noah," so it is in the Gospel days of the
Son of Man. The Lord has a people, chosen, redeemed, called, loved
of God, safe in Christ, separated by the Spirit, who yet are" shut up
and cannot come forth." God has shut them in by providence or by
spiritual leading. They are not fOlgotten of Him, though the time
to them is long (1 Sam. vii. 2). Never for one moment are they out
of His mind while, alive in a world of death, they wait days-yearsfor Him. Cheered by tokens of His thoughts of peace, they are from
time to time happily sure that they will walk at liberty from the
present bondage. God knew the heart of Noah as he "stayed yet
other seven days "-" yet other seven days" i-and, knowing also
the hearts of those who long for His appearing, He says" The vision
is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not
lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will
not tarry."
He "remembered Noah"; He "remembered Abraham"; He
"remembered Rachel" ; He "remembered Hannah" ; He "remembered
David," and all his affliction. He says He remembers those who
go after Him into the wilderness (Jer. ii. 2). He remembers them
in their original low estate, and from every low place He will bring
them up. But their sins and their iniqnities He will remember
no more. Jesus has borne them away into the land of forgetfulness. The" small moment" of the Father's forsaking of the Sinbearer is "as the waters of Noah" unto Him. No more flood for the
earth, no more "wrath nor rebuke" for His redeemed; only everlasting kindness, mercy, and peace. Oh, to remember Him in His ways!
FOLLOWER-ON.
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HOME-CALLS OF THE YEAR 1910.
W HAT varied scenes of life and death, of sickness and restoration, of
laying low and raising up, have we "that remain" been called to
witness during the year now so soon to close upon us.
Not knowing whither the untrodden steps would lead us, we passed
over the threshold of January 1st, 1910, our God mercifully veiling
from our eyes all that awaited us. So He leads His own out, step by
step, and from strength to stlength, their faces Zionward, their hearts'
affections there, and their steps tending thitherward. Thus we follow
those who have passed on before us and obtained the victory. And
whilst we are this day the livinl!' the living to praise Him, it is with
mingled feelings that we sit down once again to record the home-call
of some who entered the year with us, but now "rest from their labours."
They have gained the victory through Him Who spoiled death and
rose the glorious Victor over hell and the grave. Our beloved ones
who have fallen asleep in Jesus have done with all that mars our
service and our peace below, for they have done with sin. They rest
in Jesus' bosom. They
" See His face and never, never sin,
And from the rivel of His grace drink endless pleasures in."
They stand with Christ in the glory; they look with adoring praise
at their" life's finished story"; they trace the wonders of His grace
and His gracious dealings with them while they trod these valleypaths. They marvel at His forbearance; they recall His mercy upon
mercy; they review all the steps of the journey, which proved so
wondrously how He Who had promised never to leave them, was
with them" even unto the end." And now He is leading them unto
" fountains of living waters," where all sorrow is for ever done away,
and where tears are wiped from off all faces. Beloved reader, we too are
journeying thither, led by the same "God of all grace," following
the Captain of our salvation, and believing that we too shall soon, with
them, "be more than conquerors through Him that loved us." So
we sorrow not even as others which have no hope, believing that
"them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him," and we
seek to comfort one another with these words.
The Church of God has been severely bereaved this year by the
removal of very many of its faithful standard-bearers; men who
shunned not to declare the whole counsel of God. At the opening of
the year came the sudden translation of the Rev. E. H. F. Cosens,
of Tewkesbury, a bold champion of spiritual Protestantism. His
death was followed by the deaths of the Rev. W. Hunt Painter,
Rector of Stirchley; the Rev. John Wood, Vicar of Heapey; the
Rev. A. E. Aldridge, Rector of Worton. They now" rest from their
labours, and their works do follow them."
We may say the same of the late Canon Fausset, that decidedly
Evangelical, godly, and learned clergyman, whose portrait together
with an interesting sketch of his life appeared in the April issue of
47
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the GOSPEL M.AGAZINE. It was in the month of April, too, when very
many of the people of God, not only at St. Mary-le-port bll.t throughout the country and abroad, readers of our highly prized GOSPEL
MAGAZINE and admirers of the English Churchman, were in constant
supplication at the Mercy-Seat on behalf of ou.r beloved Editor in his
broken health, that the news of his bereavement in the removal of his
only surviving sister touched ou.r deepest sympathy, and drew uS"
again and again to commend him to the God of all comfort.
The May issue of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE had yet another home-call
to chronicle, that of the Rev. R. T. W. Brayne, Combe Hay, near
Bath, a man of deep knowledge of the Scriptures, with a keen
interest in its prophecies. Notwithstanding his learning, he was
remarkable for the grace of hu.mility and the great longing which he
ever had to "be filled with the Spirit." His portrait appeared
in that issue, together with a sketch of his life.
.
Another of England's scholars, the Rev. Dr. C. H. Wailer, at one
time Principal of St. John's Hall, Highbury, passed to his reward in
the month of May, to realize in frnition the hope expressed in his own
words, penned after a serious illneBS," And some day, while I'm longing,
I think my Lord will come,
And in the twinkling of an eye
I shall be free, at home;
And my soul, that thirsteth after God,
Shall be athirst no more,
And my hll.l1ger shall be satisfied,
And all my longings o'er."
Amongst readers of this Magazine who have been called home during
the year, we may mention dear Mrs. C. R. Hedderly, of Andover, an
elect lady, "eminently usefu.l to the Church of Christ in her home and
influence"; Mr. Frank Whitlock, for long associated with the late
Rev. T. Bradbu.ry, of Grove Chapel, Camberwell; Mr. Benjamin
Hunt, of Brighton; Mr. Roland Powell, for many years one of the
missionaries working in connection with the United Bristol Mission.
It was ever a privilege to sit at the side of this dear aged saint and
learn from his ripened experience. Yet another who went home du.ring
the year was Miss Latcham, in whom and through whom God's wondrous
grace shone brightly to His own glory, and who was called through
untold suffering to glorify her Lord in the fires, and that without a
murmur, so that one marvelled often at the sustaining grace. And
one of the Lord's dear hu.mble, hidden ones, Mr. Hill, a bed-ridden
saint at whose bedside the writer often wept together with the dear
pilgrim in his joy, as we both realized the presence of Him Who made
these seasons a little heaven below.
But we forbear-our hearts are full. "They are passed through
the gate and are gone out by it," and are with us no more. Yet we
bless the grace that folds them to Jesus' bosom; we bleBS the grace
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that sustains us now in the thickest fight, and we likewise bless the
grace that reveals to us that whilst they are with Him, He also is
with us, and thus our union is indivisible.
"The silent. shadowy hours move onward slowly,
But a sweet sense of joy abides with me ;
One thought alone makes the night-watches holy,
The blessed thought that I am still with Thee.
And morning cometh! Soon, these watchings ended,
Soon, all these earthly nights and vigils o'er,
On the freed soul shall break the radiance splendid
Of perfect day upon the sinless shore.
Oh! there shall be no more of restless sighing,
No more of sorrow and of blighting care;
For in that glorious home of bliss undying,
No shadow falleth, and no night is there.
Wrapped in such thoughts, peace floweth like a river,
Filling with voiceless songs the silence deep;
Songs holy as the angels sing for ever:
And thus Thou givest Thy beloved sleep."
This is a short review of the past year, suggested dUring a brief
sojourn from home. While taking a quiet country walk in Hertfordshire, I turned into a little, sequestered plot of ground-God' 8 acre as
it is called-and it was with something akin to joy that I came across
the following lines engraved on a large and enclosed tombstone, almost
hidden by an over-shadowing yew tree of giant proportions. One
felt at once on sacred ground, and was sure that beneath there rested
some precious, redeemed dust, awaiting the archangel's trump. Anyhow, the lines came sweetly home, and they form a suitable close to
these few remarks upon our dear friends who now sleep in Jesus, and
who, we know, are blest.
The inscription ran as follows. One wondered if it had been composed by him who there slept in Jesus, the Hope of Resurrection
Life and Glory:In memory of Waiter Coles, of Goldsmith's Hall.
The last child of Waiter and J ane Coles.
Died Jan. 26th, 1813, aged 73.
Christ's seed forever shall possess
A throne above the skies;
The meanest subject of His grace
Shall to that glory rise.
Lord God of hosts, Thy wondrous ways
Are sung by saints above,
And saints on earth their voices raise
In Thine unceasing love.
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It was once related by one of the godly missionaries of the United
Bristol Mission that, at the graveside of a child of God, the beloved
and saintly James Wright, of Ashley Down, spoke these telling words:
"Our beloved friend, whose remains we now commit to the earth, is
with Christ, which is better-far better-very far better."
Shall we not, beloved reader, re-echo those words, and bless the
God of all grace Who has taken these His children to share with
Himself in that everlasting, exceeding, and eternal weight of glory
which is best of all?
R.

CHOSEN.
Lines suggested by a Sermon.
CHOSEN by Christ, God over all creation,
Who cast away the fallen angel-train,
Who aye will keep thee, fallen child of Adam,
In spite of all thy stain.
Chosen to see Himself,* the Righteous Surety,
Whose blood was shed for thine unrighteous ways;
Whose righteousness will be thy robe and glory
In Heaven's bright glory-blaze.
Chosen to hear His Voice of matchless music;
To know His Will of deep eternal love;
To serve Him here, to " do Him service" ever,
With perfect powers, above.
Chosen to stand in His all-holy Presence,
To intercede for sinful souls unwise,
To offer thanks, to offer thine own body
" A living sacrifice."
Chosen to bear" much fruit" of heavenly sweetness,
Amid earth's thorns and bitter wormwood rife;
To bear clear witness to His power and goodness,
By both thy lip and life.
Chosen to pray in His Own Name and Spirit,
That thou mayest oft sweet gifts from Heaven reoeive,
That" whatsoever" thou shalt ask the Father
He may all freely give.
Chosen to be a " vessel unto honour,"
A mystic member of Christ's mystic Bride,
By whose pure love and loveliness imparted
He will be " satisfied." t
Chosen by Christ Whom thou thyself hast chosen,
Through His hid work in thine unworthy heart,
Who evermore will be thy soul's true Bridegroom,
Thine all-sufficient Part.
ISA.

*

Acts xxii. 14.

t

Isaiah liii. 11.
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TRIBULATION.
THE washing of a vessel supposes that there is some soil or stain upon
it which requires to be removed. There would be no need for washing
were it not for this. It would be labour lost to him who washes, and,
perchance, also serious injury to the vessel.
The casting of gold or silver into the furnace implies that there is
dross upon them to be thus purged out by fire. There would be no
need for fire, or furnace, or refiner's labour, were there no dross. It is
the dross that makes the necessity for these. They are but means for
getting quit of it.
So with chastisement. It supposes SIN. Were it not for sin, chastisement would be unknown. In heaven there is no chastisement,
for there is no sin. Angels know nothing of it, for they know no sin.
And in the coming Kingdom, when all things are made new, there shall
be no chastisement, for there shall be no sin. It is only where there is
sin that there is chastisement. There being such a thing as chastisement' on earth, is just God saying, "I have found iniquity there."
And God's sending chastisement, to an individual, is just His saying, "I
have seen sin in thee."
But more than this. Chastisement implies a determination to get
quit of sin. It is no~ merely God's saying there is sin on thee, but also
His adding, "I must purge it away; I cannot allow it to remain on
thee." It is God's expression of His deep interest in us and His paternal
anxiety for our welfare. To make us clean is what He seeks; and this
He is resolved to accomplish at any cost. It must be done, for He is
holy. It must be done, for He loveth us. Sin must be got quit of,
whatever pain or sorrow it may require to effect it. What is pain if
it expels sin? What is sorrow if it purges away the evil of our nature,
or a lifetime's gathered dross?
But chastisement is something more peculiar still. In one sense, it
may be said that all the woes and wretchedness of earth are intended
to drive men from their sins. God is thus speaking to all. He is thus
warning all. He is pleading with men to turn from iuiquity and seek
His face. He embitters all sin-He embitters all pleasure-He fastens
sorrow upon everything beneath the sun, that He may lead men to
repentance and salvation. In this general way He is addressing all.
To every sinner upon the broad earth He is speaking and saying, " Turn
ye, turn ye, for why will ye die." Every pang that shoots through the
frame and makes the flesh to quiver, is a message from God. Every
sorrow that shades the brow and saddens the eye is a message from
God to a sinning, suffering world. They speak to sinners not only
of the holiness of God, but of the exceeding riches of His grace and
of His deep and affectionate interest in their welfare.
But, strictly speaking, this is not chastisement. Chastisement is
something more special and peculiar in its nature and design than this.
It is the strictly paternal dealing of God with the members of His own
redeemed family. It takes for granted the family relatioMhip. It is
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a family word, a household name. For thus the Apostle teaches us :
"Ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as
unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord,
nor faint when thou art rebuked of Him; for whom the Lord loveth
He.chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth; but if
ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye
bastards and not sons" (Heb. xii. 5-8).
There is then a necessity for chastisement. It is part of the children's
portion here. It is the family discipline, and no member of the
redeemed family from the beginning has ever been without it in some
measure or form. It is one of the family badges, and as such has been
worn from generation to generation by all the children. Not that they
are a sad and wretched company. No! They" greatly rejoice, even
though now, if need be, they are in heaviness through manifold temptation." There is no joy like theirs, no peace like theirs. Yet they have
sorrow too. There is the tear in the eye, even when the calm smile is
playing round the lip, and peace is shedding the serenity of its sunshine
over the countenance. Their life is, as to most outward things, a
sorrowful one; but as to what is inward, it is full of peace. They are
forgiven; and that is peace. They are accepted in the Beloved; and
that is peace. They are delivered from a present evil world; and that
is peace. They have a rich inheritance in reversion; and that is
peace. Yet have they fightings without and fears within: they are
"sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich;
having nothing, and yet possessing all things."
Yes, chastisement is their lot on earth. It is through much tribulation that they must enter the kingdom of heaven. "Many are the
affiictions of the righteous."
Now, why is this? We are sure it is not in vain. God sends no
needless sorrow to any of His children; He affiicteth not willingly. It
pains Him to do it, if we may thus speak after the manner of men.
Why, then, does He affiict? Let us enquire into this. It much
concerns us to understand this aright. For affiiction misunderstood
by the sufferer becomes doubly bitter and piercing. It then becomes
not only unalleviated, but unprofitable sorrow.
Chastisement springs from love-the deep love of God. Let us
never forget this. It is love that fills and presents to us the cup of
sorrow. Whether it is of mingled or unmingled bitterness, still it is
love that pours it out; the bitter as much as the sweet. The love that
lets the child alone to do as he pleases is foolish love, if, indeed, it can
be called love at all. But the love that restrains and chastises is deep,
wise, tender love. It is from the very bottom of the loving heart that
chastisement comes. Chastening love is, in truth, the deepest and most
self-denying of all. Hence it shows us how much God is in earnest with
us. It shows us what painsHeistakingtobless us. It is in affliction
that we see the strength and the earnestness of the love of God. This of
itself may he enough to lead us to acquiesce in His dealings as all right
and wise-to say" It is well;" "It is the Lord, let Him do what

The Gospel Magazine
seemeth Him good;" shall we receive good at the hand of the
Lord, and shall we not receive evil 1 But still it is well to inquire
more particularly into God's reasons for afllicting-the ends He has
in view in bringing us under the rod. For thus we shall not only be
more fully satisfied that" all is well," but also learn particnlarly the
lessons which God is seeking to teach us.
TribuZation proves us. We really do not know ourselves till trial
comes. Of many a sin and many a weakness we are utterly ignorant
till aflliction brings them out and exposes them to view. It was for
this end that God led Israel into the wilderness to try them and to
know what was in their hearts. Their desert-trials proved them, that
is, put them to the proof. And when thus proved, what iniquity was
found in them that had lain hidden and unknown before! The trial
did not create the evil; it did not make their hearts worse than before.
It merely brought out what was there already, but had been lying
unseen and unfelt, like a sleeping serpent. When Israel was thus
tried, what worldliness came out; what unbelief; what rebellious
murmuring against God; what atheism and idolatry; what self-will,
self-confidence, and self-pleasing! They conld not have believed that
such wickedness conld be found in them, or that if their hearts did
contain such evil, it conld have lain concealed so long. Yet it never
came out till then.
So with the saints still. God chastises them that He may prove them
and bring out the evil that is within. And when the trial comes what
a difference it makes! The flesh, the old man, is cut to the quick, and
forthwith arouses itself. When it was asleep, we did not know its
strength and vitality; but now that it has been wakened up, how
fearful its still-remaining might! The wind rises, the storm drives
o'er us, the billows heave, and soon we know that we are but a troubled
sea, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. When all was cahn, there
seemed nought but purity, and ripple folded over ripple in: the brightness
of their transparent green. But the tempest stirs the depths, and all
is changed. So with the sonl even of the saints in its hours of tribnlation
and storm. The hidden evils come forth. Sins scarcely known before
display themselves. The heart pours out it<; wickedness. Hard
thoughts of God arise. Atheistical murmurings break out. Questionings both of His wisdom and His love are muttered. Distrust and
unbelief assume the mastery. And what a scene the wretched soul
presents! All this was in us before, but we knew it not. It was needful that we should know it, and hence God sent the trial to bring it
out. And thus are we led, .on the one hand, into deeper views of our
own exceeding sinfulness, and into fuller discoveries of the abounding
grace· of God. We learn to prize more than ever the open fountain,
and to shelter ourselves with more confident security under the
righteousness of the Righteous One.
Thus the Lord proved Job. He let loose the tempter: He sent
tribulation. And straightway the hidden evils of his heart come forth
-impatience, unbelief, self-righteousness. Then when the Lord has
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showed him these things, and led him to deeper views of sin, when He
has searched him through and through, and made him to abhor himself; then He leads him to the blood of sprinkling, and sheds down
anew the brightness of His gracious countenance, filling him with the
joys of His salvation, and lifting up his head for ever.
Tribulation purges us. To be proved is one thing, to be purged is
another. It is good to have the evil brought out, but it is better to have
it taken away. The heat of the furnace burns out the dross, and
leaves the gold behind. Now this is God's wish and aim. As He says
to Israel, so He speaks to us, "I will turn My hand upon thee, and
purely purge away thy dross, and take away all thy tin" (Isa. i. 25).
And, again, "When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the
daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from
the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment and by the spirit of burning"
(Isa. iv. 4).
Now there is not only much in us that requires to be taken away, but
much that will yield to nothing, save chastisement. Other processes
of discipline may remove a great deal, yet still there remains behind
very much which nothing but trial and suffering will purge away.
Some parts of the stone to be polished are so hard and rough, that
heavy strokes are needed to smooth them down. They resist every
milder kind of treatment.
In some, worldliness is so strong that chastisement is needed. In
others it is simply love of the creature. In others it is pride that needs
to be abased. In others it is selfishness that needs to be eradicated.
In others it is stubbornness and stoutness of heart. In others it is the
desire of the honour that cometh from men-man'slove, man's approbation, man's smile. In others some idol needs to be broken in pieces. In
others some creature comfort needs to be taken away lest we should
settle down and be at ease. In others strong passions need to be broken
down, or a froward will needs to be bent and subdued. These are
some of the evils that need to be purged out of us. For the accomplishment of this, sometimes the trial is short, but sharp and pointed, going
into the very vitals like a sword. Sometimes it is long, protracted,
heavy, bruising and crushing us with its weary ever-pressing weight.
Different processes are required, some longer and some shorter; some
a sudden stroke of the rod, others a continual thorn in the flesh: some
a quick cutting off of the diseased member, others a long-running issue
to carry off the deep-seated malady. Yet all is wise and all is gracious.
Love is the prompter in all, and perfect skill is the director of ea,ch
operation or· each blow. To deliver us from sin, and to make us partakers of His holiness, is God's one object throughout. Oh! deep,
deep must be the love which takes such pains with us. It is love of
which we are altogether unworthy. Who are we that God should so
deal with us 1 Surely if we are not worthy of comfort and prosperity,
much less are we worthy of af1liction.
Tn"bulation rebukes us. "As many as I love I rebuke and chasten."
It is God's way of pointing out what He sees amiss in us, calling our
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attention to it and condemning it. It is His way of saying, "I have
somewhat against thee," or " I have not found thy works perfect before
God." The rebuke of God is a solemn thing. It cannot be called
anger, or a frown, or punishment; all these have passed away; from
all these we are delivered for ever. Yet still there is something in the
rebuke of God that should make us stand in awe. He rebukes the
world, and it trembles and flees away in terror. But when He rebukes
His saints, it is that they may draw near, though with reverence and
godly fear. A parent's rebuke is much to a loving child; how much
more is the rebuke of our God!
He administers many rebukes, some lighter, some severer. To the
former especially we often give but little heed. The touch of transient
pain; a few days' illness; a slight indisposition; a passing weakness;
some common domestic care or vexation; the severance of friendship;
some short parting from one we love; some unkindness where least
we looked for it; some disappointment on which we were not
calculating; these are His fatherly rebukes. I do not here speak of the
sharper and sorer ones, for we are not so apt to overlook them. They
force themselves upon our notIce. We cannot mistake them. But
these briefer, commoner, slighter ones need to be pointed out; for
they are so little recognized, so much undervalued or unheeded, as if
the hand of God was not in each one of them; as if, because they were
so slight, so mild, so gentle, they were not to be owned as the laying
on of a Father's hand, but casual things, coming..and going, we know
not how or why.
I feel that this is a much-needed admonition to the saints of God,
for the point i'dverted to is a mu.ch neglected one. Our continual
tendency is to overlook any slight ailment or trouble as not worth
noticing, and as not coming from God. We are thrown into a raging
fever, till our life is despaired of; and in this we do not hesitate to own
the finger of God. We take a slight cold or sustain some slight injury;
and here the finger of God is oftentimes not perceived at all. The
gentleness of the rebuke makes us forget that it comes from God!
Strange! Should not its gentleness call forth inImediate thanksgiving 1 Should not its gentleness be accepted as a new token of
paternal love and care 1
Ah, it is thus that we provoke God to inflict heavier blows. We
compel Him to send the heavier chastisement by our inattention to the
lighter. We make bitter trial absolutely necessary. We bring it upon
ourselves. How gently God rebukes for a while! If we may speak
after the manner of men, He just hints or whispers His reproof. He is
most unwilling to chastise with severity. He tarries long. He tries
other means. He sends milder trials, that we may be led to selfsearching and repentance, and thus He will be spared the necessity of
inflicting a heavier blow. But we trifle with His gentle rebukes, till
He is constrained to lift up His voice and speak in a tone which can
neither be mistaken nor overlooked. Oh, how sad that we should thus,
by our heedlessness and perversity, draw down upon us sorrows which
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God would fain have spared us! Let us learn the meaning and the
use of small trials-of slight rebukes. Let us count none too small or
slight for our most serious thought. It will save us much. It
will teach us many a blessed lesson in an easy, pleasant, gentle way.
Tribukltion arouses us. We often fall asleep. Wedwell on the
world's enchanted ground, and often, ere we are aware, we are soothed
to sleep, forgetful of the quick-passing time. And while we sleep, all
goes wrong. Our faith waxes feeble; our love is chilled; our zeal
cools down. We lose our earnestness, our boldness, our energy, our
freshness, our simplicity." All our movements are those of a man but
half awake. Our schemes are carelessly formed and drowsily carried
into effect. With how many in our day is it thus ~
But God will not have it so. He cannot allow such indolence and
listlessness in His work. Such sloth makes but poor work either in a
man's own soul or in his efforts for the souls of others. We must be
awakened at whatever cost. He does it gently first. He causes us to
hear some distant noise; it may be the tumults of the nations, or it
may be the tidings of some terrible disaster afar off. He means by
this to awaken us out of our sleep. Perhaps this fails. Then He comes
nearer and makes His voice to be heard in our own neighbourhood or
within the circle of our kindred. This surely will arouse us! Perhaps
not. Then He comes nearer still, for He cannot allow us to slumber
away our precious hours. He speaks into our very ears. He smites
us upon some tender part, till every fibre of our frame quivers, and
every .pulse beats quicker. Then we start up and wonder how we
slept so long. But oh! how difficult is it sometimes to awake us! It
takes many a stroke before we are thoroughly aroused.
Ah! let us beware of the world's enchanted ground. Many a saint
has fallen asleep on it, and only been awakened by severest chastisement. Let us beware of sloth and ease, lest, being led on from step to
step, we be overtaken by sleep which may yet cost us a bleeding, it may
be, almost a broken heart.
Tribukltwn solemnizes us. It is a gay world in which we live, and
we are prone to· fall into its levity. Around us are the sights and
sounds of mirth by which a vain world is seeking to cheat away its
ever-fretting uneasiness, or drown its deeper sorrows. Oftentimes
the saints seem to catch the tone of levity and frivolity, making mirth
with the most mirthful, jesting with the most foolish, singing the
world's songs of vanity, and joining in its idle words, as if its friendships
and its pleasures were not forbidden things. Apart, however, from
the contagion of the world's influence, our tone is apt to fall low, and
our deportment to lose that solidity and seriousness which becometh
saints. We get light and airy; we give way to the current of vain
thoughts; we do not set a guard upon our lips; foolish talking and
jesting is too much indulged in, even among the children of God. Our
words are not "with grace, seasoned' with salt." We forget the
admonition, "Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your
mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may
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minister grace to the hearers." And this levity, this frivolous habit,
grows upon us. Seriousness becomes a thing reserved entirely for the
closet or the sanctuary. We grieve the Holy Spirit, Wh,o cannot dwell
amid levity and mirth any more than amid profanity and crime. He
retires from us, driven from His abode by the laughter and jesting
with which we were making it resound. He can no longer dwell in a
temple which, from being the house of God, we have turned into a
hall of revelry, a haunt of mirth and song.
I do not mean that the saint is ever, even for a moment, to be gloomy.
Gloom and melancholy are not the inmates of a soul that has tasted the
joy of pardon, and is walking with a reconciled God in blessed light
and love. No.' He rejoices" with joy unspeakable and full of glory."
But still, as has been well said, "true joy is a serious thing." True
joy is deep. It is the waking up of the heart's deep springs. Mirth
and levity are not joy. They are too shallow and empty to deserve
the name. All is hollow. In coming to Him Who is the fountain of
all gladness, the saint of God bids farewell to gloom. Tribulation he
may have, but not gloom. That has left him for ever, since first he
knew the Saviour and opened his ears to the joyful sound. Peace is
now his heritage. It is not so much as if joy were abiding in him as
if he were abiding in joy. It is not so much as if joy were poured into
him, as if his heart were ever pouring itself out into a vessel of joy; so
deep, so calm, and so abiding is the gladness of the redeemed of the
Lord.
But still it is not levity that is their portion; it is joy. And this joy
is not only far superior to this vain mirth, but it is utterly inconsistent
with it. This levity is as much an enemy to real joy as it is to holiness
and spirituality. Hence it must be rooted out of them. God cannot
suffer it in his children. His desire is that they should be holy. This
element of earthliness must be purged out. They must be made solemn
and thoughtful. For this end He sends aflliction. In a moment,
perhaps, He smites them to the earth; or by some more slow but withering, crushing calamity, He purges out the foolishness that had wrought
itself into their inmost being. His purpose is to make them thoughtful,
serious, and solemn. And what He sends to them is fitted to make
them think, and that in a way in which they have never done before.
The blow He inflicts lays them down in the dust. It in a moment puts
to flight all levity. It withdraws them hom an airy, shadowy world,
and sends them into the very inmost recesses of their spiritual being,
or forward to the infinite eternity whose vastness and reality they had
been little heeding. It brings them into contact with solid certainties,
and that makes them thoughtful. It brings them acquainted with
sorrow, and sorrow drives off all levity. Sorrow and levity keep no
companionship. Aflliction awakens them to a sense of their selfishness;
They look around them and see, as for the first time, the world they
live in, with all its sins and sufferings. They had seen these before,
but now they seem qnite new and clothed with a reality which had
hitherto been unfelt.. It is through sorrow that we see truth best. It
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is when seen through this sad medium that all objects assume their
right proportions. Shadows then evaporate; realities compaBB it
about. And realities make us solemn. It is shadows that make us
light and vain.
Thus God solemnizes His saints, and brings them, in this respect,
into closer sympathy with the mind of Christ. All was solemnity with
Him. And the nearer we are brought to resemble Him, the more will
this calm, this blessed, this happy solemnity posseBll us. We shall live
solemn lives and do solemn deeds. Our looks and tones will be all
solemn. We shall be earnest men; men who have no relish for levity,
because it is so incompatible with the deep peace which is their portion,
and who have no time for it, because eternity is so near.
Tribulatwn quickens prayer. It sends us to our knees. In the day
of prosperity a man has many refuges; in the day of trial but one, and
that is God. To this refuge he betakes himself. Prayer, perhaps, was
something to him before, now it is all. Man's arm has failed, and there
is none to lean upon but God. Prayer becomes now a far more real
thing than ever. Its value and its importance are seen in a new
light. It is prized now as it never was prized before.
We cannot do without it. Of neceBBity we must now pray, and send
up our cries from the depths. It is real asking, a real pleading now.
As a mere form it has passed away. What new life, new energy, new
earnestness, are poured into each petition! It is the heart now that
is speaking, and the lips cannot find words wherewith to give utterance
to its desires. The groanings that cannot be uttered are all that burst
forth and ascend up into the ear of God.
There is new nearness to God now. It is close dealing with Him
now. New arguments suggest themselves wherewith to plead; new
desires spring up; new wants disclose themselves. God's fulness and
our own emptiness are brought before us so vividly that our soul's
longings are kindled, and our heart crieth out for God, for the living
God; as the hart panteth for the water-brooks, so we are made to pant
after God. It was David's sorrows that quickened prayer in him.
It was in the belly of the whale that Jonah was taught to cry aloud.
And it was among the thorns and in the fetters of Babylon that
Manasseh learned to pray.
Such are a few of the blessings that flow from chastisement. Only a
few have been mentioned; yet there are many. And this the saint
knows. Each sorrow brings with it its own train of blessings; and
thus, though not joyous but grievous, it yieldeth the peaceable fruits
of righteousness.
But in all this we must see a Father's love. We shall lose much of
the benefit of trial, perhaps all of it, if this is overlooked. It is out of
the deep love of Him Who gave for us His only-begotten Son that
sorrow flows down to us. Let us ever rest on this. He that spared
not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us, how shall He not with
Him also freely give us all things? And surely the blessings of chastisement arc among these" all things." All things work together for
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our good. Love can do us no wrong. That is a blessed iinpossibility.
In all that it sends of suffering, it is only opening new channels in which
to pour itself into us, as well as deepening and enlarging the vessel that
it may contain the more. Every sorrow not only is the proof of love,
but draws after it larger streams of love. It is love making way for
itself because the place is too narrow. The inflicting of the wound is
love; much more the healing of it. Surely all is love. There is no
unkindness, no harshness, no inattention to our feelings, no needless
causing of grief.
Beloved, "it is well." We conld not do without aflliction. We
shonld neither know ourselves nor God. The depths of His varied
love would be ss a sealed spring. He wants to teach us all His love.
He is seeking for occasions to show it; and if He cannot find them,
He must make them, rather than that we should not taste the riches of
His immeasurable love. And shall we call Him unkind for this?
Shall we have hard and rebellious thoughts of Him for this? Shall we
count it a wrong done to us to have new streams of love flowing in
upon us which sorrow has opened? Shall we shrink from that which
opens up to us more of the Father's heart?
Who can tell or measure the deep love which chastisement implies?
We may, perhaps, be able to measure the love which sends us days of
gladness, but the love which draws the cloud of sorrow over our skies
is too deep to be measured or weighed. God's interest in our welfare
is to be seen in everything that He bestows; but most of all in His
chastisements. How deep must His interest be, how affectionate, how
tender, when, in order to secure our welfare, to make us holier, and to
add to the weight of our crown hereafter, He can consent to send
suffering upon those whom He loves so well. This is love, paternal
love, in its truest, kindest form.
Beloved, "it is well." Let us learn, then, to " glory in tribulation."
The world, perhaps, submits to it, but it is ours to glory in it. The
world tries to bear up under it; but it is ours to give thanks for it. The
world may try to get over it as an evil that cannot be helped; let us
know how good it is to be afllicted. He Who is infinitely wise and
loving calls it good; and shall not we ?
Beloved, "it is well." We are not worthy of aflliction. We are
not worthy that God should take such pains with us to prepare us for
His kingdom. Yet He does so. And He will continue to do so to His
chosen ones; for it is through much tribulation that they must pass
to the Kingdom. And in this let us " greatly rejoice, though now for
a season, if need be, we are in heaviness through manifold temptations,
that the trial of our faith being much more precious than of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise snd
honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ."
ANON. "Kelso Tracts," 1846.
THE Lord bless my blessings, and give me only what He will to
bless me.-Ruth Bryan.
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'UtntHHnnt 16encnn.
BRIGHTON RITUALISM.
THE Church Intelligencer, the organ of the Church Association, contains
the-following able leader, on the above subject, in its issue for November:
" No fewer than seven clergymen of the Church of England have
submitted to the Papacy since our last number was issued. By so
doing they admit the invalidity of their ordination, an admission
which involves the further consequence that every' Mass' they have
celebrated, and every absolution given by these ex-' priests,' was
absolutely null and void, if not sacrilegious and profane. The wafers
they have worshipped were not transubstantiated, and the rite of
Benediction which they practised was an empty farce and a
formal act of idolatry! Their unhappy penitents 'are yet in their
sins,' so far as the 'Sacrament of Penance' in which they put their
trust could affect their status in the sight of God. Naturally this
consideration cuts deep into the pretensions of the other practitioners
of their craft, who still hang on to the 'Branch,' as they call the
Church of England.
"The ex-Reverend Messrs. Cocks and Hinde, in a joint letter to
the Times of October 4th, explain: 'We have not resigned our benefices on the ground of the Bishop's prohibition of Benediction or
Exposition, but because we are convinced that, underlying that prohibition, a denial of the Catholic doctrine of Transubstantiation was
involved.' But that is obviously an inadequate account of the matter,
for their subscription to the 28th Article of Religion had bound them
to deny the doctrine of Transubstantiation during all their ministerial
lifetime, an obligation far more 'authoritative' than the opinions or
statements of Dr. Ridgeway. Moreover, the admission means that if
the Bishop of Chichester had long ago prohibited the teaching of that
, Catholic' (1) doctrine, they would have felt bound to secede; and
that shows how remiss their bishop has been and still is, in not
making it clear to all his clergy that Transubstantiation may not
be taught in the pulpits of the Church of England. It is still being
taught in the town of Brighton at this moment by others of his clergy.
But the two ex-priests add: 'We have made what to us is a sacrifice
of no inconsiderable cost, in defence of a dogma and for the assertion
of our conviction of the need of authority for our belief and teaching.
Such authority now seems to us only to be found in the Roman Catholic
Church, hence our submission to it.'
"That account of the matter reveals a very curious state of
mind. What has the 'authority' of any man to do with the
truth of Revelation 1 In matters of faith (or even of lniowledge)
, authority' carries weight, not as being conclusive of anything, but
as founded on some superior acquaintance with the evidence or with
details. The common phrase, 'the authority of the Church,' merely
means a presumption that the agreement of the mass of our fellow-
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Christians ought to make one chary of rejecting their combined beliefs.
But the mere existence of such beliefs is no ground whatever for
believing anything which has no other voucher. The value of an
opinion depends on the character and the attainments of the individual
who forms a given judgment: there is no such thing as a ' corporate '
mind: the' voice of the Church' means only the aggregate of individual
opinions, often a mere compromise; and majorities are by no means
exempt from error. A professional teacher ought long ago to have
passed out of the child-stage of leaning upon the' authority' of some
other individual, be he pope, patriarch, or prelate. These poor men·
say, however, in their letter, 'We feel the need of authority for our
belief and teaching was of paramount importance.' What blind
leaders of the blind must they not feel themselves when they are thus
reduced to groping toward some pretender to ' authority,' whose loud
claim to 'infallibility' may inspire them with the needed confidence.
That has been the secret of the success of charlatans in all ages and
all the world over.
" But we are more concerned with those Romanizers who still' abide
by. the stuff' without caring for any 'authority,' and continue to
propagate the principles and practices of the Church of Rome under
the nominal oversight of the Bishop of Chichester. In the October
number of the Parish Magazine of St. Martin's, Brighton, Mr. Nugent,
who, it will be remembered, practises reservation in one kind for the
sick, publishes a sermon on what he calls the' Real presence,' in which
he says, 'Wherever the Holy Sacrament is, whether It is on the Altar
at the time of Communion, or whether It is in the Tabernacle reserved
for the sick, It is Jesus Christ Himself under that lowly form. As
God He is everywhere, but as God made man, He is in Heaven and in
the Blessed Sacrament on the Altar. So you and I must adore Him
in the Sacrament. We cannot do otherwise.'
"What is the use of preventing 'Exposition' or 'Benediction'
when the congregation are bidden to worship the Sacrament because
'It is Jesus Christ' 1 This is the religion which the Bishop of
Chichester has acqniesced in having taught by his clergy: for any
possible pretence that he does not know what is going on has been
effectively shut. out by Mr. Nugent's published letter which we printed
last ·month. Nor is there any room for quibbling as to shades of
difference about Transubstantiation, Consubstantiation, or other
imaginary' modes' of conceiving of this' real' presence. Mr. Nugent
frankly avows and teaches 'Transubstantiation.' Like Newman
before he 'verted, he even contends that the Church of England in her
28th Article has nothing whatever to say to the Roman doctrine of
Transubstantiation!
" Like Archdeacon R. I. Wilberforce he adopts from Thomas Aquinas
the statement that' the substance of bread is changed into the substance of the Body of Christ, and the substance of wine changed into
the substance of the blood of Christ, and that change he called Transubstantiation.' He further quotes Thomas Aquinas as saying
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, substance as such is not visible to the bodily eye, nor is it subject to
any sense '-you cannot see it, or smell it, or feel it, or taste it. 'It is
not subject even to the imagination, but to the intellect alone. You
can only know that it is there.'
"One is tempted to ask how you can conceive by the intellect a
thing which neither the senses nor the imagination can in any way
realize. ' There' is an adverb of pla£e. How then can we know that
this inscrutable and imperceptible figment is 'there' 1 Even the
Romanizing manual of Mr. Kidd 'On the Thirty-nine Articles' is
compelled to admit (p. 233) that 'the philosophy wl1ich holds that
" substance" has an existence of its own independently of its manifestations, was never undisputed and is now out of date.' Bishop
Thirlwall has pointed out the verbal juggle: for' if a substsnce and
its accidents are correlatives, it can no more be possible for the accidents
to exist without the substsnce than the parts without their whole'
(Charge, 1869). But in spite of that obvious truism, Mr. Nugent
proceeds intrepidly: 'So, before consecration the real thing is breadafter consecration the real thing is the Body of Christ, though as far as
the senses go it is the same-it looks like bread, it smells like bread,
it feels like bread, it tastes like bread. But the real thing is not bread
-it is the Body of Christ. So that the species of bread after consecration are simply like a veil covering the real thing-the Body of
Christ.'
"That is the genuine Roman doctrine which Messrs. Cocks and
Hinde still continue to hold under the authority of the Italian Bishop
of Rome. Is it not monstrous that the Bishop of Chichester, when
asked to remove out of the churches of the Annunciation and
St. Bartholomew, Brighton, during the vacancy of those livings, all
the illegitimate images and ornaments which have been introduced
without any faculty, should simply set off 'to the East,' leaving Mr.
Nugent a free hand to disseminate Papal teaching while in undisturbed
possession of his benefice 1
" To make it seem plausible that the 28th Article does not condemn
the Trent doctrine of transubstantiation, Mr. Nugent makes a deliberate
misstatement of fact. He says, in the same sermon, that' the Roman
Catholics used to say that the outward sign disappeared altogether.'
There is not a word of truth in that allegation. Neither Romanists
nor anybody out of Bedlam could say, or ever did say, anything so
preposterous. To say that what looked, smelt, felt, tasted like bread
did not exist, though all the senses took cognizance of its ' real presence,'
would send a man to the asylum as a confirmed lunatic on the certificate
of any three doctors. The Pope himself does not deny that all these
sensible properties are' real,' nor even that what looks like bread may
still nourish the body, though he will tell you that these properties
inhere in nothing at all, a much more wonderful thing than even
transubstantiation itself! (Trent Catechism, II. iv., Q. 43).
"Mr. Nugent's next fallacy is to quote the wrong answer out of the
Church Catechism. All through the 39 Articles the word' Sacrament'
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is used strictly in the seuse of an outward sign only. So, too, in the
Catechism, when the child is asked, 'What meanest thou by this word
" Sacrament? " , the child answers, 'I mean an outward and visible
sign OF an inward and spiritual grace.' The' sign' is the' Sacrament; ,
the grace of which the 'Sacrament' is the sign is no part of it, but is
the thing of which the' Sacrament' is the (1) sign, (2) means, and
(3) pledge. Mr. Nugent was too wary to quote that definition of the
, word,' or to use the word' Sacrament' in the sense of the 39 Articles.
So he selects for quotation the subsequent question, 'Row many parts
are there in a Sacrament? ' to which the reply is ' Two; the outward
visible sign, and the inward spiritual grace.' It has been often observed
that these two answers apparently contradict one another. But the
explanation is that the 'word' 'Sacrament' is used there in two
different senses. Sometimes it means merely the consecrated matter
-water, bread, or wine-as in the first question; sometimes it means
the whole administration of the rite or ordinance. It is in the former
sense that the earlier question defines the meaning of the' word,' but
in the latter the child is taught to conceive of the 'grace' and its
, sign' as jointly included as the two' parts' which make up the whole
sacred rite. Mr. Nugent and his friends are put to it to explain how
that can be, since they declare that in the Eucharist there are THREE
parts-the sign, the thing signified, and the virtue or grace. It is
easy, therefore, to see why a child's popular Catechism is referred to
rather than the more scientific language of the Articles intended for
theologians. The object sought by this confusion is to enable the
Romanizers ,to explain away the objection to transubstantiation, viz.,
that 'it overthroweth the nature of a Sacrament.' That phrase was
adopted for the first time in 1563, after the Council of Trent had
formulated its account of 'Transubstantiation,' and was retained in
1571, doubtless with direct reference to it; for wbile it is untrue to
say that the Romanists ever taught that the outward Sign' disappeared,'
nevertheless the theory of the Council of Trent and of Mr. Nugent
himself, bids us disbelieve our senses, and believe, in spite of them,
that the bread has ceased to· exist! Re says in this sermon, 'If I
hold it up after consecration, I cannot say, "Tills is bread," because
the real thing or substance is changed.' Bread was the 'sign or
sacrament' (Art. xxix.), and, according to Rome and Mr. Nugent, that
, sacrament' has been 'overthrown'! These elementary truths are
explained in our C.A. Tracts, Nos. 95, 98, and 200.
" The old fable about Bishop Guest is once more trotted out by Mr.
Nugent, but is fully exposed in the a.A. leaflet No. 198. In the extract
given by Mr. Nugent, Guest had claimed as on his side the Jesnit
Rarding, for which a reference is given to ' Jewel's book, p. 325.' The
passage is at p. 455 of Jewel's Works, vol. i.(Parker Soc. edition).
But Jewel himself dealt admirably with this sophism of 'Mr. Rarding ,
at p. 457. On p. 449 Jewel says : ' In this last point appeareth a
notable difference between us and Mr. Rarding. For we place Christ
in the heart, according to the doctrine of St. Paul; Mr. Rarding
48
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placing Him in the mouth. We say, Christ is eaten only by faith;
Mr. Harding saith, He is eaten with the mouth and teeth. But, God's
name be ble88ed! A great number of godly people doth already
perceive the uncomfortable and unsavoury vanity of this doctrine.
For they have learned of St. Cyprian that Christ's ble88ed body is
"meat for the mind, not for the belly," and they have heard St.
Augustine say, 'What preparest thou thy tooth and thy belly.
Believe, and thou hast eaten already.'
"In ignorance of this truth, Mr. Nugent quotes the sophism that
since Article 28 says, 'The body of Christ is given, taken, and eaten
after a heavenly and spiritual manner '-and he is careful to omit the
crucial word ONLY-' therefore" taken" must mean taken with the
bodily hand.'
"The true Catholic doctrine is that the 'sign' is taken with the
hand of the body, but the 'grace' being' inward and spiritual' is
'taken by faith only,' for there must be the active stretching out of the
, hand of faith,' not a mere pa88ive reception as if it were a mere opus
operarum either by God or by the priest, without any response by the
human will by our ., coming to' Christ for healing (John vi. 35, 44).
Similarly, when Mr. Nugent is trying to create a distinction between
two' substances' of bread, one material, the other a creature of the
, intellect,' he forgets that the Council of Trent requires him to believe
that the 'WHOLE' substance is changed. When St. John claimed to
have proved the 'real' Incarnation of Christ, he relied on the same
combination of the senses of the body in their testimony to ' that which
we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have
looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of Life.' Mr.'
Nugent bids us discard the testimony of the senses as deceivers, and
to rely only on th~ 'intellect.' Such rationalism naturally leads to
unbelief, as we see in the apostssy of the manhood of the Latin races,
which is such an appalling spectacle just now in Europe. 'Come out
of her, My people . . . that ye receive not of her plagues' !
"Yet at such a moment as this, the two Convocations are advised
by their respective committees to restore and legalize the Mass vestments, and to sanction reservation of the host, the very idol which
Mr. Nugent 15ids the people of Brighton to ' adore! ' "

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
ON Friday, November 4th, the Autumn Meetings were held at our
Hornsey Rise Home, and were largely attended. The Sale of Work
on behalf of the Benevolent Fund for sick and infirm inmates took
place in the afternoon. Tea was provided in the hall for pensioners and
visitors, and in the interval following many availed themselves of the
opportunity to inspect the well-appointed infirmary and the comfortable dwellings contained in this large building. The hope was
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expressed that many of the Society's supporters would make their
way to Homsey Rise during the present season, as the Home
constitutes an object·lesson of the benefits the Institution is instrumental in conferring. In the evening the Chapel was crowded, and a
most profitable sermon was preached from Jeremiah xxxviii. 38 and 39,
by the Rev. William I,ush, Rector of Stretton, who made a special
effort to be present as a proof of his attachment to the Society. The
financial results of the day were most satisfactory.
A Drawing-Room Meeting has also been held in Hastings, Mr. G.
Osboru, J.P., presiding. Addresses were given by the Rev. J. W.
Tobitt, Mr. S. Combridge, of Brighton, ·the Secretary, and other friends.
Tbe claims of the Society have also been advocated at Richmond,
Croydon, and other places, and the Committee ask that .•f urther
opportunities may be given to describe a. work which God has so
graciously honoured for 103 years, and which, in view of the increasing
pension expenditure, needs much additional support. Every effort is
made to keep the working expenses as low as is consistent with
efficiency. A visitor to one of the Homes wrote: "I am sure if
subscribers could see the use made of their money, they would rejoice,
and if non·subscribers could see, they would think it a privilege to
add their contributions." It is interesting to note that the oldest
subscriber is 101 years of age, and the youngest only six months.
The Apostle John, in his first Epistle, shows how brotherly love is
a test of Divine parentage; it is an affection to be distin~nished from
mere benevolence, which has all men for its objects. Brotherly love
or kindness has for its objects the children of God, the members of
the family or brotherhood of Christ's people, who have one Father,
one Redeemer, one Spirit, one hope, one home; it is a love of congeniality and delight, prompting a gift to the needy out of our
abundance, a visit of sympathy to the widow out of our leisure,
a word in season to the weary out of our experience, or a helping
hand to the faint and burdened. It springs from the life of God in
the soul, coming from Christ, the Head of the Church, by the Holy
Spirit, and flows out to those who are members of the One Body, who
know that there is "no salvation without a new birth," as John
Berridge wrote for the epitaph on his tomb in Everton Churchyard.
The words of Count Andrew Bernstorff, when speaking for the
Institution, bear tIllS out: "The Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society is
essentially Christian, and does carry out a very important branch of
our Lord's command to • preach the Gospel,' inasmuch as it witnesses
t<:> the unity of the brotherhood of Christ, and that every member of
Christ of every station in life and of every name, is entitled to, and
should share, the love and kindness of all the rest."
IN seasons of affliction the servants of God will be distinguished
from others by their ready perception and acknowledgment of the
hand of God in their trials.-H. March.
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Clrorw.sponbrnre.
THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE AR?iIT AND NAVY.
To the Editor 0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,As we have been brought nearly to the close of another year, we
are led to mark the good hand of God upon us in enabling us still to
" occupy" in His blessed service. We have had much encouragement
in the work during the year. Many appeals continue to reach us for
helpful Christian books, and letters of thanks for the books and maga·
zines sent out by the Mission. The following, acknowledging a box
of books, has just reached me: 'Dear Mr. Brider, I beg to tender you
our hearty thanks for the splendid lot of magazines and books received.
I need not assure you how welcome such literature is to us in our work
here, and we endeavour to give it a wide circulation by sending it to
various stations along the coast, so that they may share in the distribu·
tion. Again thanking you for past kindness, and hoping we may have
a continuance of your sympathy and support." I trust tllis will encourage the friends of the soldier and sailor to still come to our aid in circulat·
ing the Gospel in the Army and Navy. Many doors are being opened
for the spread of Gospel literature, and we continue to see that this
message of the Gospel is the power of God. Pray for us that His word
may have free course, and be glorified yet more and more.
May the Lord richly support and bless you in your abuudant labours,
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL,
November, 1910.

A MONTHLY RECORD.
HIS MAJESTY the KING dissolves Parliament--for the second occasion
in the year 19iO-on Monday, November 28th. The prayers of God's
people are urgently asked that the results may be over-ruled for the
Divine glory.
. At a meeting of the Privy Council, held on Monday, Nov. 7th, the
King signed a Proclamation announcing that June 22nd has heen fixed
as the date for the Coronation (D.v.).
The growing laxity in the ohservance of the Lord's Day was discussed
recently at Newcastle. The Standard for Oct. 19th says :-" At the
discussion on the observance of the Lord's Day at the annual Diocesan
Conference at Newcastle, Tuesday, Oct. 18th; Mr. G. A. Rine, Attorney'
General of the Isle of Man, said that Sunday golf·playing fathers and
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bridge·playing mothers had scarcely time to interest themselves in
their children's conduct on Sunday; and that the growing intolerance
of all restraint was a great evil. Sir Edward R. Russell strongly reprehended the practice of 'week-ends,' while the Rev. Vibert Jackson, of
Newcastle, approved of healthy recreation on Sunday, if the day were
begun in a spirit of worship. A resolution was passed urging that every
effort be made to increase the religious observance of the Lord's Day."
The ErI{/lish Churchman, in its issue of Oct. 27th, says :-" The
Evangelical Protestant Union, which was founded thirty-one years
ago, for the purpose of 'maintaining the Evangelical and Protestant
character of the Church of England,' came to an end, as an independent
organization, on Thursday last, when, at its Annual Conference in
Manchester, a resolution was passed for its amalgamation with the
Church Association. The main cause for this decision was the resignation of the Hon. Secretary, the Rev. J. B. Waddington, of Clitheroe,
who founded the Union, and has done the secretarial work for the
thirty-one years of its existence. Mr. Waddington announced to the
Conference that ill-health had compelled him to resign his benefice and
most other active work; and it was found impossible to obtain a
successor to him. It was also stated that the subscriptions were falling
off to some extent, and that the membership had lessened. At the
same time, the Church Association, which does much the same kind of
work as the Union has been doing, and which has a northern branch,
has invited the Union to join it. Mr. Waddington therefore proposed
a resolution that the invitation should be accepted, subject to the
condition that the Annual Conferences which the Union has always
held should be continued." After some discussion Mr. Waddington's
proposal was adopted. The Evangelical Protestant Union has done a
very useful work during the thirty-one years of its existence. Many
valuable papers have been read at its meetings, and its faithful testimony has doubtless encouraged and stimulated many of the Lord's
people to make a bold stand on behalf of Evangelical and Protestant
truth. We rejoice to learn that the Church Association has undertaken
to continue the Annual Conferences.
A Demonstration, organized by the Church Association, to protest
against Ritualistic practices in the Church of England, was held in the
Hope Hall, Liverpool, on Monday, Oct. 24th. In the course of his
speech the Chairman (Col. Kyffin-Taylor, M.P., son of the late Archdeacon Taylor) asked what the remedy for this state of things was.
Their duty was clear. They ought not to subscribe one penny piece
towards any endowment in any shape or form of the Church of England
until the day came when those who paid the piper could call the tune.
That would be speedily effectual. " Support your own parish church,"
said the Chairman, "so long as the parson is loyal to the principles of
the Reformation, but give nothing towards the building of cathedrals
and churches unless you feel certain that your money will not be used
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for purposes opposed to those you intend it for." Their duty was to
support the Church Association with both money and energy in its
electoral campaign. Finally, they must have a Protestant House of
Commons. They must put their Protestantism before their politics,
and vote only for those who pledge themselves to put down lawlessness
in the Church of England.
The following Protestant Note, from the pen of Mr. WaIter Walsh,
in reference to the Jesuit College in Lisbon, appears in the English
Churchman for Oct. 27th: "The Times correspondent in Lisbon
recently described in its columns the underground cellars of the Jesuit
College of Campolide, Lisbon. He states that when it was entered by
the Republican troops 'Search parties disclosed a quaint blending of
Inquisitorial mysteries and modern educational and domestic appointments. The dormitories and cubicles were comparable to those of a
Rowton House, the salons would have graced a City Guild, and the
kitchens were equal to those of a modern restaurant. All these were
above a maze of subterranean passages, crypts, and caches that would
have done credit to the Bastille.' The Tablet asserted of the writer of
this statement that 'the poor jllan wrote nonsense,' when 'his brain
was temporarily paralyzed,' and in proof of this cited a letter on the
subject from the pen of Archbishop Bourne, who wrote to the Times
to deny its accuracy, and to say that: 'The college happens to be built
on a slope, and part of it is raised on arches. These arched recesses
have been wisely used for various domestic purposes, and they constitute
the whole of the mystery which your correspondent has described so
luridly for the benefit of his English readers. The strength of his '
imagination gives us some measure whereby to judge the many fables
which are now being circulated in England regarding the Catholic
Church in Portugal.' But in Tuesday's Times its Lisbon correspondent
effectually refutes the .'I.rchbishop's contention, and proves that he is
not the lunatic the Tablet would have us believe. He writes: 'I will
answer the Archbishop of Westminster's dogmatic assertion in your
issue of October 15th quite briefly. I have rnyself been in the subterranean passages, the existence of which he denies. Moreover, the passages
to which I referred had nothing to do with the arched foundations of
the edifice with which the Archbishop is pleased to confuse them.' "
The relation between Drink and Crime was dealt with by the Lord
Chancellor in a speech which he delivered in the Caxton Hall,
Westminster, on Monday evening, October 31st. Dealing with matters
that came within the province of the Courts of Justice, he instanced
the views of Lord Gorell, late President of the Probate, Divorce, and
Admiralty Division, who said that if it were not for drink they might
almost shut up the doors of the Divorce Court. Only last year the
Lord Chief Justice of England said: "After forty years' experience
at the Bar and ten years as a judge, I know as a fact that 90 per cent.
of the crime of this country depends upon intemperance."
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The Standard for November 11th says that" The Rev. Archibald C.
Brown has announced his intention of resigning the pastorate of the
Metropolitan Tabernacle, where he has laboured for three and a half
years. This decision, which will occasion much regret, has been arrived
at owing to the fact that Mr. Brown has been suffering recently from a
nervous breakdown. He has now been engaged in the ministry for
forty-eight years, and at the age of sixty-seven he has felt the severe
strain of the Tabernacle work. When he left Chatsworth Road for
Newington (says the British Weekly) his purpose was to remain at the
Tabernacle only till a young pastor was found."
The Lower House of the Convocation of Canterbury has been en·
gaged in a debate, extending to three days, on an amendment opposing
the revision of the Prayer Book, but advocating the drawing up of a
supplement to the Book of Common Prayer. The amendment was
proposed by Canon Drummond (Oxford) and seconded by Preb. Boyd
(Bath). It is as follows: "Whereas, in the opinion of very many
Churchmen it is not desirable that the Book of Common Prayer should
be revised at the present time, the Committee on the Royal Letter of
Business be requested to reconsider its report and to take into consideration the advisability of drawing up a supplement to the Book of
Co=on Prayer." After a long discussion the Amendment was
rejected by 71 votes to 44. The result is that the original motion,
"That the resolutions appended to the report be now considered,"
was carried. It is evident, therefore, that the Lower House of the
Convocation of Canterbury is in favour of revision, and judging from
the Report which its Committee issued more than twelve months ago,
there is danger that the revision will be in a Romish and Rationalistic
direction.
The following letter in reference to Brighton Ritualism from th~
pen of 1tfr. Henry Miller appeared in the Times, on Thursday, October
27th: "Sir,-The Rev. H. F. Hinde, Vicar of the Church of the Annunciation, .and the Rev. A. R. C. Cocks, Vicar of St. Bartholomew's,
Brighton, having resigned their livings and seceded to the Church of
Rome, in order to find' authority' for their doctrines and practices
(with three other of the Brighton clergy and a number of the laity), it
became the duty of the Bishop of Chichester, as chief among the patrons
of these two livings, to fill up the vacancies, and as Bishop to give or
refuse institution to the presentees. Under these circumstances, what
steps has the Bishop taken to counteract the alien influences which
have made shipwreck of so many members of the Church of England 1
We learned from the Press yesterday that the Bishop and the other
patrons have offered the living of the Annunciation to the Rev. W. H.
Carey, who was complained of before the Royal Commission for having
Mass celebrated at his church (St. Michael's, Woolwich), with elevation
of the wafer, genuflection before it, and also displaying it with the
words' Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins of the
world,' besides using all the 'six points.' Mr. Carey is a member of
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the Confraternity of the Blessed Sacra~ent, to which society Messrs.
Cocks, Henly, Hinde, and Shebbeare also belonged. The Chutch of St.
Bartholomew's the same patrons have offered to the Rev. H. ROBS, of
St. Michael's, Shoreditch, a church from which his i=ediate predecessor, the Rev. H. M. M. Evans, went over to Rome; at which church,
as'reported to the Royal Commission, Mr. Ross elevated each of the
consecrated elements to the ringing of the sacring-bell, and displayed
the wafer with the words' Behold the I,amb of God.' His curate also
at a later celebration made the sign of the cross with the consecrated
wafer over the congregation. This is precisely the ceremony used at
the Office of Benediction. At both these services it was reported that
there were 'no communicants.' During seven years of Mr. Cocks'
incumbency Mr. Ross was curate at St. Bartholomew's, and during
each of those years the forbidden services of Benediction and Exposition
of the Sacrament were continued and publicly practised. He, too, is
a member of the Holy Cross Society, to which Messrs. Hinde, Cocks,
Henly, Shebbeare, and Prince also belonged. He, also, is a member of
the Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament. Three of these gentlemen
are also members or ex-members of the English Church Union. Can it
be reasonably expected that under such pastors any remedy will be
found for the disastrous teaching to which the parishioners of both
parishes have for so many years been continuously subjected? If the
object were simply to prepare the Church of England for absorption
into the Church of Rome, these astounding appointments might seem
wise and judicious. But can the Church of England long maintain
itself against such treacherous dealing ?-Your obedient servant,
Henry Miller, Secretary, Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham
Street, Strand, W.C., Oct. 25th."

SHALL ROME RE CONQUER ENGLAND? By R. F. HORTON, D.D., and
J OSEPH HOCKING. Pp. 199. Price Is. George S. Hirst,
Memorial Hall, E.C.
Excepting the last chapter on "The Duty of Protestants," this
volume is a valuable contribution to the Romish controversy, and
ought to be the means of stirring up Nonconformists, for whom it was
no doubt specially.written, to take a keener interest in Protestant
questions.
Mr. Hocking himself does not agree with some of the opinions
expressed by Dr. Horton in the closing chapter. On such questions as
the Coronation Oath, Roman Catholic Disabilities, Convents, and
Roman Catholic Schools, we feel bound to differ from the position
taken by Dr. Horton. Nevertheless, we are thankful for much faithful
testimony in the first six chapters of this book.
END OF VOLUME XLV.-NEW SERIES.
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