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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, teat we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble. by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of 00<1."-2 Con.. i. 4.

HITHERTO.
" Hitherto hath the Lord helped us."-l SAMUEL vii. 12.

WITH thankful, praiseful, hearts we hail the closing hours of another
year of our pilgrimage Zionwards. Goodness and _mercy have
followed us day by day throughout that period, and it becomes us
well to acknowledge with softened, humbled, hearts the multiplied
instances of His tender mercy and forbearance. We simply marvel
at the longsuffering dealings of our heavenly FATHER, when we
reflect-as we need to do-on our frequent ingratitude and forgetfulness, and our slowness to acknowledge the undeserved, continual
gifts of His right hand. But we are also debtors to His left hand,
for He bountifully blesses the objects of His free and precious love
with both His well-filled hands! He is indeed a bountiful GIVER!
Each of the hanis of our GOD is engaged in the tender interests of
His beloved people-" His left hand is under my head, and His
right hand doth embrace me " (Song ii. 6). Well may our grateful
hearts exclaim-" Bless the LORD, 0 my soul; and all that is
within me, bless His holy Name" (Ps. ciii." 1). The gifts and graces
which He lavishes so freely upon our unworthy souls-the purchase
of His precious blood-pass all praise and thanksgiving; yet,
beloved brethren, let us, each one, bring to His feet our talents,
"such as we have," truly not without spiritual acknowledgments
and hallowed sincerity. He delights in the poor and needy ones
45
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of His people, and kn~ws not to despise their humble offerings,
even though they consist not even of the small value of "two
turtle doves, or two young pigeons"-the acceptable wild creatures
of the woods! This is all so Divinely condescending, this sweet
mercy!
« And He is nigh to us, nor depth nor height,
Nor cycles hoar, nor starry spheres up-piled,
May come between; kept in His hand of might,
The trusting so111 lies like a weaned child.
We cannot of the Infinite lay hold,
Light inaccessible we may not scan;
But the Divine is grasped in human mould,We touch the

ETERNAL

in the

SON OF MAN."

All along the pathway of last year's Providential leadings, our
heavenly FATHER compassionately and unerringly guided us, as
He did His ISRAEL of old, according to the inspired words of the
PSALMIST-" So He fed them according to the integrity of His
heart, and guided them by the skilfulness of His hands" (Ps.
lxxviii. 72). Unfailingly He has" Hitherto" led and fed His poor
dependent children-all the way of the waste wilderness. "Hungry
and thirsty, their souls fainted in them" (Ps. cvii. 5). But our
faithful LORD and GUIDE has never failed us. He has always
provided of His hidden favours. He has had ever a basket in
reserve, unto which His foreseeing bounty has pointed-as of oldand which He has bidden His needy dependent people betake
themselves. When the LORD JESUS had wrought His merciful
miracle for the "five thousand," He commanded the disciples to
"Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost."
And the result of obedience to that suggestive command was the
gathering of no fewer than "twelve baskets," filled-capacious
baskets (kophinoi). Our GOD and FATHER is never at a loss for
resources, nor is He straitened for a needy people upon whom to
bestow His prepared bounty. "I will also leave in the midst of
thee an afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the Name
of the LORD" (Zeph. iii. 12). To the utmost limits of the believer's
time-state here below, "Bread shall be given him, his waters shall
be sure" (Isa. xxxiii. 16). Thus,. he has all and abounds. And
Divine purpose, confirmed by Covenant promise, insures him in
regard to all spiritual blessings for all eternity to come. Hence,
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blessedly the year of pilgrimage closes upon us still waiting but
waiting as filled with that hope which the HOLY SPIRIT gives and
still nourishes. Let" HITHERTO" continue sweetly to cheer and
sustain us-onward to the end, the ordained, the all-glorious.
" Faint, yet pursuing," let us hold on to the strength of omnipotence, and have no faith in any other. Many, indeed, are the foes
that beset our goings, but we flee unto Him, the ever faithful ONE,
to hide us-from hurt at their hands. And brethren, has He not surely
promised concerning the choice vineyard that He has planted, "I
the LORD do keep it: I will water it every mClment: lest any hurt
it, I will keep it night and day"? (Isa. xxvii. 3). No weapon
formed by devil or man can" hurt" that Divinely kept enclosure,
it is inviolable and invincible; and as enabled by the SPIRIT of
Grace, we can then laugh at the Church's bitter ghostly enemies.
The blood and the righteousness of her adorable REDEEMER are her
everlasting shelter and refuge, and none in earth or in hell can
condemn GOD'S fully justified ones. They shall for ever enjoy the
fruit of His dear hands Who trod the winepress of Divine wrath
alone in their behalf, and, as risen, Who stands on High for eternity
their finished salvation, their satisfying PORTION, their everlasting
HEAD, their GOD, and their GLORY!
" Oh, blessed are
Their robe in
Oh, blessed are
Their soul ill

they who have whitened
the LAMB'S own blood!
they who have brightened
the smile of GOD!

" For they have the right to enter,
To pass through the lustrous door ;On the TREE of LIFE in the centre
To feast them for evermore!
" Dear LORD, through life's endless story,
Oh, grant I may ever be,
'Mid the agony, 'mid the glory,
Still seen in the garden with THEE! "
Thus, we pass through much-very much-tribulation up to
the prepared "rest." It is surely coming-His word, His sure
word, is "Behold, I come quickly." Through infinite grace, we
believe-we believe it! AMEN.

Clifton, Bristol.

THE EDITOR
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THE CERTAINTY AND MANNER OF HIS
COMING.

" Ye men at Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This
same Jesus, Which is taken up from yott into heaven, shall so
come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven."ACTS i. 1l.
IN this chapter we have the record of the last meeting which our
Lord had with His Apostles before His ascension, and we have also
the record of the final instructions which He gave them before His
departure. Those instructions were twofold. First, they were to
wait at Jerusalem for" the promise of the Father" (v. 4). Secondly,
having been" endued with power from on high," they were to be
His witnesses" both in Jerusalem, and in all J udffia, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth" (v. 8). Now," when
He had spoken these things, while they beheld, He "as taken up;
and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And while they looked
stedfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by
them in white apparel; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why
stand ye gazing up into heaven ~ This same Jesus, Which is taken
up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have
seen Him go into heaven." Thus we have here an announcement
which two angels in human form were commissioned to deliver to
the sorrowing followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. Sorrow, as well
as amazement, must have taken possession of the disciples when
their risen Lord was" parted from them and carried up into heaven,"
but the message of the angels was designed to cheer and comfort
them; and it had this effect, for we read that they subsequently
"returned to Jerusalem with great joy." The message of the
angels, however, was not spoken to the Apostles only. It is spoken
to all the redeemed family of God, and it is intended to cheer and
encourage them in the midst of the darkness and sorrow of their
present circumstances. The assurance that our crucified, risen,
ascended, and glorified Redeemer will come again to receive all
His blood·bought people unto Himself is full of unspeakable comfort
to " all the elect people of God."
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" The night is far spent, the day is at hand;
Already the dawn may he seen in the sky;
Rejoice then, ye saints, 'tis your Lord's own command;
Rejoice, for the coming of Jesus draws nigh.
How bright will it be, when Jesus appears!
How welcome to those who have shared in His cross!
A crown incorruptible then will be theirs,
A rich compensation for suffering and loss."
Now the angelic message was first of all an announcement of the
certainty of the Lord's return.

The angels said, " This same Jesus, Which is taken up from you
into heaven, shall . .. come." He has left you, but it is only for
a time. As surely as He has been taken up, so surely will He
return. The coming of the Lord is a sure and certain hope to all
the people of God. "Yet a little while, and He that shall come
will come, and will not tarry."
He will come again, though He may delay long before He appears.

Nearly 1900 years have elapsed since this announcement of His
coming was made. But we need to remember that "one day is
with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one
day." Nineteen hundred years is but a brief period to Him Who
"inhabiteth eternity." The promise of the Lord's first coming
was not fulfilled till 4000 years had passed away, "But when the
fulness of the time was come, God [in fulfilment of His ancient
promise] sent forth His Son . . . to redeem them that were under
the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons." So in regard
to His second coming, "The Lord is not slack concerning His
promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to usward, not willing that any [of us] should perish, but that all [of us]
should come to repentance" (2 Pet. iii. 9). He is " taking out " a
people for His Name, and when He has accomplished the number
of His elect, then He will certainly come to receive them unto
Himself. "He is faithful that promised," and He "Who is over
all, God blessed for ever," hath said, "I will come again, and
receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also."
Is not that enough? " Hath He said, and shall He not do it? or
hath He spoken, and shall He not make it good?" We may settle
it in our minds, then, that the very same Jesus Who loved His
people and gave Himself for them, will come again to welcome them
into His everlasting kingdom.
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" Welcome sight! the Lord descending!
Jesus in the clouds appears;
Lo! the Saviour comes, intending
Now to dry His people's tears.
Lo! the Saviour comes to reign;
Welcome to His waiting train."-T. Kelly.
He will come, even though scoffers may say, "Where is the promise
of His coming ~" Such a sceptical question, we are told by "the
sure word of prophecy," will be asked by scoffers in " the last days."
They will say, " Since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as
they were from the beginning of the creation." But in speaking
thus, these scoffers are" willingly ignorant" of the facts of inspired
history. It is not true that" all things continue as they were from
the beginning of the creation." Such a statement wholly ignores
the appalling catastrophe of the Flood which overwhelmed "the
world of the ungodly." "The world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished." In like manner, "when He [the
Lord] shall come to be glorified in His saints," He " shall be revealed
from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. i. 7-10). Reason says,
"Where is the promise of His coming ~" Faith, resting on the
sure Word of the living God, says, " What He hath promised, He is
able also to perform."
Secondly, let us observe that the angelic message was an announcement 0/ the manner 0/ the Lord's return. "This same Jesus . . .
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven."
These words teach us that He will come in person. He went
away in person. He will return in person. This same Jesus shall
come. He will not send a deputy, but He will come Himself.
" The Lord Hirnsel/shall descend from heaven with a shout." His
promise is," I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that
where I am, there ye may be also." The attitude of the Lord's
people, then, is to- be looking for the personal return of their Lord.
" Our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ."
The words of the angels also teach that our Lord will come
visibly, manifestly, publicly. He went away in bodily form. He
will return in bodily form. His departure was "seen." His
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coming will be seen. "Behold, He cometh with clouds; and
every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him: and
all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him" (Rev. i. 7).
His coming will be manifest, for He will "descend from -heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump
of God." "As the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth
even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of Man
be" (Matt. xxiv. 27).
And why will He thus come? He will come to receive His people
unto Himself. He will " come to be glorified in His saints, and to
be marvelled at in all them that believed" (2 Thess. i. 10, R.V.).
He will come to fetch His bride, that He mfj,y present her to
Himself. He will come to raise His people who have fallen asleep,
and to change His people who are alive and remain. " We shall
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump; for the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed"
(1 Cor. xv. 51. 52).
He will come to fulfil His purpose, that those whom the ]'ather
hath given Him may behold His glory, and" appear with Him in
glory." He will come in order that, standing in the midst of all His
redeemed and bloodwashed people, He may say, "Behold I and
the children which God hath given Me." Then, indeed, ", He shall
see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied." Then, too,
shall His people be satisfied when they awake, with His likeness,
and behold His Face.
" Lord Jesus, come quickly; Thy bride is preparing
In garments of glory before Thee to stand;
Her dimmed eyes are straining to catch Thine appearing,
Her heart bursts in rapture-' My Lord is at hand.'
" Yet hasten, we pray Thee, Thy kingdom of glory,
Prepare Thine elect one, Thy blood-purchased bride;
Her bliss waits completion, rejoicing before Thee,
Till robed, crowned, and jewelled, she sits by Thy side."
" Behold, I come quickly," are the Lord's words to His wll.iting
people; and in view of all the blessedness and glory which His
coming will mean, their answer is, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus."
But until that glorious event. takes place, the Lord's people need
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t.o beware of doubt and inactivity in His service. The angelic
message which we have been considering seems to contain a rebuke
to unbelief and to idleness. The angels said, " Why stand ye gazing
up into heaven?" " Do not gaze after Him as though you would
never see Him again. Remember the promise of His coming, and
go on your way assured that ' This same Jesus, Which is taken up
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen
Him go into heaven.'" Again, the angels virtually say, " Do not
gaze as though you had nothing else to do. He is coming back;
but before His return, you have a work to perform. He has told
you that you are to be His witnesses~ You are to preach repentance
and remission of sins in His Name among all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem. Therefore, do not continue gazing up into the heavens,
but repair to J e:i:usalem. Tarry there till you have been endued
with power from on high, and then go forth preaching everywhere
the Gospel of the grace of God." So now, the command of our
ascended and glorified Lord to all His people is, "Occupy till I
come." While they are ever to be " looking for that blessed hope,"
they are also to be "stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord."
Be it ours, then, dear fellow-believers, to rejoice in the sure and
certain hope of His return; and meanwhile may we be enabled by
His Spirit faithfully to witness for Him, and to shine as lights" in
the midst of a crooked and perverse nation."
" Waiting for the Lord's returning,
Be it ours His word to keep;
Let our lamps be always burning;
Let us watch while others sleep;
We're no longer of the night;
We are children of the light.
" Being of the favoured number
Whom the Saviour calls His own,
'Tis not meet that we should slumber,
Nothing should be left undone;
This should be His people's aim,
Still to glorify His name."-T. Kelly.
Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

DEPENDENCE on Christ is not the cause of His hiding us, but it is
the qualification of the person that shall be hid.-Ralph Robinson.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you
both to will and to do of His good pleasure." -PHILIPPIANS ii. 12, 13.

THE late beloved" G. C." used to tell how, as a young seeker after
Jesus, he would search out those who preached the truth, and loved
to be in their company, even if only as a listener and silent learner.
On one occasion when he, with a Baptist minister, the late James
Wells, and several others, had met to discourse on the Word of God,
one present said with emphasis: "Well, I sum up all my religion in
those words of Scripture, ' Work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling,'" looking around as he spoke with evident expectation
that he had confounded the free-grace friends. "Never," said" G. C.,"
" shall I forget J ames Wells' response: 'And so do I: but I link with
it its own connection, "Work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling; for it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of
His good pleasure.'"
Although young, I saw the whole matter clearly.
The salvation must be your own, the gift of God, then exhibit and
testify of it; make it manifest in the life, walk, and conduct. I have
never, thank God! been shaken from that point, and at the time it
convinced me that salvation is a matter wholly of Divine sovereignty
and purpose."
The dear readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE are settled on this
point. The Word of God enjoins no impossibiIities; and what difficulties we find therein arise from our inability to comprehend. The
Word of God is plain; is all true; is free from contradictions, and
the Author of it is His own Interpreter. Hence, we would always
approach its holy pages in a spirit of awe and reverence and humility,
and seek the child-like spirit and teachable heart to " hear what God
the Lord will speak" unto His people.
In the passage now before us, the Apostle was addressing his brethren
all the saints in Christ Jesus, which are at Philippi." He could
thank his God" upon every remembrance of them." He rejoiced in
them; he held sweet fellowship with them; and he-who beheld
their love in Christ Jesus to the saints and one another-prayed that
their love might" abound yet more and more." These are the persons
whom he exhorts to "work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling." Wherefore? He has been telling of the vastness of the
love of Jesus; of His great humility; of how, "from being in the
form of God,"-His equal'-He took" upon Himself the form of a
servant" and was "made in the likeness of men." He has been
speaking of His obedience, His vicarious sacrifice, paying the penalty
due to the sin of others, thus purchasing their salvation, and setting
_Cl
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the redeemed children free. "Wherefore," says the Apostle, "my
beloved, . . . work out your own salvation with fear and trembling."
It is your own salvation; made your very own by the free gift of Him
Who 1;lore the penalty of sin due to you, satisfied Divine justice, and
brought in everlasting righteousness, life, light, and liberty by the
Gospel.
"I give unto them [My sheep] eternal life, and they shall never
perish." A gift! A free gift!' An eternal gift then is this salvation.
" If thou h.'llewest the gift of God" He said to the woman at Jacob's
well. It is not to be purchased for money or for merit in us. It is
His free gift to the" everyone that thirsteth" and knows of the Spirit
his need of Him.
Thus these happy possessors are enjoined to " work out their own
salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God which worketh in you
both to will and to do of His good pleasure." Work out what God
has wrought in. Make it evident to those around: filial fear, contrite
trembling, godly sorrow, these are the consistent characteristics of
the child of God. "I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also
that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones."
There are tremblers in Zion, but it is with holy fear they tremble;
they love to draw near to their Father and give Him all the praise and
glory, made so great in their salvation. They acknowledge one
Supreme Will. That is a settled, indisputable fact, and one in which
their souls rejoice. "It is not of him that willeth, nor of him that
mnneth, but of God that showeth mercv."
It is His will to love them. It is His mercy that makes free
choice of them. It is His own sovereign grace which selects thembrings them out, and keeps them unto His eternal kingdom. These
are those elect vessels who are enjoined in our text to work out their
" own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh
in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure." Such objects of
His love delight to lay all the glury of their salvation at His feet. They
delight to ascribe all the keeping of their souls to His glory. By grace
they look off from themselves and all else, and glory in that word of
heavenly origin: "Kept by the power of God, through faith unto
salvation." The choice of their salvation is traced to its Divine Source
and Author, and gives them to look to Him also for the fulfilment of
all that shall concern them and befall them in this time-state, as coming
to them at the dictate of His Divine will. It at once settles the matter
of this particular cross, or that sent sorrow. It is your heavenly
Father's choice for you, dear tried and exercised child of God. None
other would do. He, Who made us from dust, knows the frailty of
our frame; and when He sees it necessary to send us chastening,
when the rod (of love) must be taken in hand, then His heart of
love moves with it, and "in measure when it shooteth forth, He
debateth with it." "He stayeth His rough wind in the day of His
east wind."

i
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" If some time He send us chastening,
If some time He must reprove,
It is all because He loves us
With an everlasting love."
Thus He is working out all the pleasure of His will; and shall He
not do what He will with His own ~ " Shall the thing formed say
to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus ~ Hath not
the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel
unto honour, and another unto dishonour "~ Oh, to know no will but
His! Oh, to arrive at the point of being as clay in the hands of the
Heavenly Potter! Oh, for grace of submission, and very gladness and
obedience of heart, and willingness of mind, to take the joy or sorrow,
pain or health, sickness or any other adversity from His hand Who is
" working in us both to will and to do of His good pleasure." Said
the saintly Rutherford :-" No wind can blow our sails overboard,
because Christ's 'skill and the honour of His wisdom are at stake, that
He shall put us safe off His hands at the shore." And as the spirittaught Watts sang:" His honour is engaged to keep
;I'he meanest of His sheep :
All that His Heavenly Father gave,
His hands securely keep."
These sweetly enforced truths tend to make us lie low in waiting
submissive posture at His dear feet. We know not all His purposes
toward us. We see "now through a glass darkly. " We know
only in part, and we know not what He sees! This awful mass of
sin and iniquity within us! It needs but a thorn in our flesh, a crook
in our lot, an adverse wind, " a messenger from Satan to buffet us,"
for us to find out something of what is within our hearts; and what
evil, as scum in an uncleansed vessel, then rises to the surface!
Said one to Tersteegen: "What pains the Lord takes in building us
up." To which Tersteegen graciously and wisely replied: "And what
pains He takes to pull us down! "
Beloved reader, may you sweetly rest under the humbling and
Almighty hand Of your Father, if at this time you are in deep waters;
and amid waves of care, sorrow, or trial, may the words of our portion
speak His peace to you: "For it is God which worketh in you both
to will and to do of His good pleasure."
" All must come and last and end" just as shall be best for you and
please your Heavenly Friend. As surely as not one word of all His
good promises can fail you, so surely not one thing which befalls you
can come upon you without His permission. Nay, it is His one
and supreme will, though ofttimes the blessing is given with crossed
hands, and your heart would say: "Not so, my Father." Yet" it is
God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure."
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" Immortal love no change can know,
Though clouds surround His face;
All Israel must to glory go,
As trophies of His grace."
And the cause is from Himself. His Word is true from the beginning,
and He could say" none of them is lost" for whom He wrought out
.. so great salvation."
What a blessed thing to have an interest, however small; a· hope,
however beclouded, and a faith, be it ever so dim, in an undertaking
and performing God! To know that all that our souls have committed
unto Him, all that the Father has put into His hands, will be kept
faithfully, fully, finally. That nothing can miscarry; no adverse
winds of care and sorrow, or anything that now seems so contrary;
that nothing
" Can make Him His promise forego,
Or sever my soul from His love."
Oh! tried saint of God, amid your sharp conflicts and deep exercises,
bless Him Who is your performing God! Bless Him for the assurance
and encouragement and promise He has given, that what He has
undertaken He will perfectly fulfil, and that your soul can at all times
rest in the word, " The Lord will perfect that which concernetn me:
Thy mercy, 0 Lord, endureth for ever: forsake not the work of Thine
own' hands." He it is Who is perfect Omnipotence and perfect Love.
Power and pity meet in Him; mercy and truth in Him blend together,
and righteousness and peace kiss each other. He-the tender, " very
pitiful," " full of compassion," " like as a Father "-has spoken in His
holiness, and He will not lie unto His worm Jacob. He will fulfil all
His Word in and for His people, and will work in them all the good
pleasure of His will to the eternal praise of His own glory. Oh! child
i)f God, seek grace, seek grace continually, seek much grace to be
still, and thus know your God as He works in you His will. Oh! for
the grace of satisfaction, to lie humbly at His feet and drink in the
perfect freedom and love of that sweet will of our Father in heaven,
and give Him all the glory Who "worketh in us to will and to do of His
.good pleasure." As the beloved Joseph Hart wrote so truly:"In vain men talk of living faith,
Wh'ln all their works exhibit death;
When they indulge some sinful view
In all they say, and all they do.
The true believer fears the Lord.
Obeys His precepts, keeps His Word,
Commits his works to God alone,
And seeks His will before his own.
A barren tree that bears no fruit
Brings no great glory to its root;
When on the boughs rich fruit I see,
'Tis then we cry, 'A goodly tree.' "
R.
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THE PORTRAIT.-WILLIAM COWPER, THE POET.
OUR Portrait this month is that of an AUTEIOR, the use of whose sacred
poetical compositions enters frequently into our celebration of God's
holy worship. Although the distinguished gift WILLIAM COWPER
possessed was extensively exercised, and his works yield a widely
diversified choice of subjects, we necessarily confine our sketch to his
spiritual compositions-and this month-by the necessities of limited
space, with regret, but briefly only. COWPER was born at Berkhampstead, November 26, 1731. His father was Rector of the parish, and
the child suffered the loss of his godly mother before he attained the
tender age of seven, an event which left a lasting painful impression
upon his sensitive mind. He was educated at Westminster School,
and was afterwards articled for three vears in a solicitor's office. He
then spent twelve years in charn bers at "the Middle Temple, and towards.
the end of that period manifested indications of mental disorder.
Leaving London; he settled down in Huntingdon, living with Mr. and
Mrs. Unwin, with whom he established a lasting Christian friendship.
After the death of Mr. Unwin, the Rev. John Newton, who was at this
time Curate of the parish of Olney, induced the widow and the Poet,
in 1767, to remove to his Buckinghamshire parish, and a close friendship arose between the three Christians. About this time the" Olney
Hymns" were written, the providential occasion being a plan of Mr.
Newton's to have the mind and gifts of COWPER suitably and usefully
engaged. The "Hymnal" was also intended as a monument tOe
perpetuate the remembrance of an endeared friendship between the
two men. The Church of God was hereby spiritually enriched, and
came to inherit a choice treasury of holy songs, some of which win
voice her worship through all time. We much regret that we are
able only, in present circumstances, to select for reproduction, in full,
one of these precious compositions,-CowPER's best known hymn" There is a fountain filled with blood,"
although we have hesitated whether the preference ought not to be
given to another," God moves in a mysterious way,"
a hymn which was written after a grievous visitation of mental distress
when tempted to take his own life. He was Providentially delivered
through the driver's missing the road to the river Ouse in the darkness
of the night. This marvellous escape the POET celebrated by the
composition of the immortal hymn. 'Ve have, however, yielded to
the claims of the better-known piece above alluded to, which we print
in extenso. It bears for its heading the following inscription at page
79 of the copy of the" Olney Hymnal," which was one possessed by
dear Mr. Newton himself, and presented by him to a Christian lady
in 1797 :-" lxxix. C. Praise for the Fountain opened. (Zechariah)
chap. xiii. 1." We print the hymn verbatim et literatim from the
original volume.
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"1.

There is a fountain fill'd with blood
Drawn from Emmanuel's veins;
And sinners plung'd beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains.

"2.

The dying thief rejoic'd to see
That fountain in his day; .
And there have I, as vile as he,
Wash'd all my sins away.

"3.

Dear dying Lamb, thy precious blood
Shall never lose its pow'r,
Till all the ransom'd church of God
Be sav'd to sin no more.

"4.

E'er since, by faith, I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die.

"5.

Then in a nobler, sweeter song
I'll sing thy pow'r to save;
'¥hen this poor lisping stamm'ring tongue
Lies silent in the grave.

"6.

Lord, I believe thou hast prepar'd
(Unworthy though I be)
For me a blood-bought free reward,
A golden harp for me !

"7.

'Tis strung, and tun'd, for endless years,
And form'd by pow'r divine;
To sound in God the Father's ears
No other name but thine."

There is a sublime simplicity in this statement of the Divine verities
of the justifying and sanctifying efficacy of the Atonement of the LORD
JESUS, and of the special redemption by blood of His Church-her
certain and everlasting acceptance in her adorable SUBSTITUTE. This
example of the Evangelical spirit of COWPER'S precious compositions
commends them to the acceptance of the saints, and will always endear
them to those who value the distinctive truths of the glorious Gospel
of GOD'S grace. The dear POET entered into rest in the year 1800.
GOD doth not say no afflictions shall befall us, but no evil.-Thomas
Watson.
CHRIST'S wings are both for healing and for hiding, for curing and
securing us. The devil and his instruments would soon devour the
servants of God, if He did not set an invincible guard about them, and
cover them with the golden feathers of His protection.-Thomas
Watson.
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A

SERMON

PREACHED BY THE REV. J AMES ORMISTON, RECTOR, AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL, ON LORD'S DAY, OCTOBER 29TH, 1911.

" For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him."-1 THESS. iv. 14.
WE meet this morning under sad and yet blessed circumstances. The
Lord has taken from us a dear servant of His-Mr. Freeman-who
in this parish laboured diligently and self-denyingly for a considerable
period of time. For fourteen years he was Superintendent of our
Lord's-day School, alld for three years in addition he had been a teacher
in it, and acquitted himself as God gave him ability. The dear children
loved him, and those who knew him amongst those now in the school
love him still, and we hope that blessed ties of spiritual relationship
exist between them and him which will be revealed in all their blessedness when Christ makes up His people. For Christ is going to make
up His people. 'fhere is not to be one vacant place in the ranks of
God's children. They are to be with Him and to remain with Him.
" So shall we ever be with the Lord." Are we all looking forward to
that? What is the grouhd of your hope and expectation? Is it
Christr-the solid Rock-on Whom you are building and hoping?
" Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound" of the Gospel. I
ask again, Where is your hope? Is it in Jesus, only in Christ Jesus?
Blessed are the people who receive the Gospel in faith, hope, and love,
Now abideth faith, hope, love, these three." There is a time fast
coming when love alone will be pre-eminent. Is the love of the
Lord the subject of your hope and rest? Dear Mr. Freeman was one
who had learned by grace the lesson of humility and true charity and
unselfishness. Love to the Lord moved him in the Lord's service,
and he worked self-denyingly as long as he could, as long as health
allowed. The Lord is a merciful Master, He lmows our powers, He
knows mine, and yours abo. He knows how little might and Imowiedge we have, and He prepares good things to meet the lack of
His saints. We shall not be <t!w'ays as now. We are passing on
and up. Blessed are they who are on the King's highway, led
from grace to grace, and finally from grace to glory. Glory is
assured to every true believer in the Lord Jesus, whatever the measure
of his faith, or gifts, besides. Such is the Gospel, wholly of God by
Christ, by Christ made known, and by the Spirit revealed to faith in
the heart. I may not trust myself to say more of our dear brother
who rests from his labours, and his works follow him, and trust we
shall again and again notice in the children of our schools, who were
so dear to Mr. Freeman's heart, marks of God's favour. There is no
pay like that when God gives His ministering servants souls for their
hire. So we rejoice in the knowledge of those who were brought into
the fold by means of this humble-minded servant of His. I have
H
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been well-nigh thirty-two years in charge of this people and cause.
Still as dependent as ever, and more so, on the Lord, more needy than
ever, more entirely shut up to the resources that are in Christ Jesus.
You fain would help, I know, and you can do it by prayer and supplica.tion for your needy pastor. May the Lord bless you in your efforts.
He is a God faithful and true to His word of promise, true to Himself,
" the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever."
We turn to our text again in connection with the United Bristol
Mission, on whose behalf I am pleading this morning. The Mission
has laboured on for over fifty years in this city. I was asked
to become Honorary Secretary of it when I came here, in succession to the late dear Samuel AbrahHm Walker, and I have
continued now for nearly thirty-two years. There were ten missionaries then, there now remain only two, and it is for them I
appeal to-day. It is a very needy and poor Mission at the present
time, but it has the God of the faithful promises on its side; and
what can not God do by the feeblest means ~ The p Jor and the
needy are very dear to the Lord, and the missionaries carry the simple
Word of the Gospel to the poor of our city; and what they do for His
Name's sake, He is pleased to bless and make successful. For "hat we
wait and work, and though we be so few, we hopefully hold on our
way. We are frequently being denied fellowship on earth with those
who have been connected with us in the Mission in past years, but
the Lord remaineth and He can not deny Himself. How many and
great are His loving doings. But there are a few things said of God
He can not and will not do, and this is one-to forrgo His promise
-so that all the promises in Christ Jesus must be kept, they can not
be broken. God would by that deny Himself.
Let us rejoice in the eternity, and stability, and sufficiency of
our God, Who is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Oh, what a God have we for our God! Rest in that word" our,"
,dwell upon it-think what it means to have the God of heaven
and earth on your side! What a portion have we! "Be careful for
nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God," Who deigns to
call Himself your God. The Psalmist realized this in his day, " This
God is our God for ever and ever: He will be our Guide even unto
death." Can you say that ~ If so, rest there and be thankful and
praiseful. Give God all the glory of His being by grace your God.
What can you need more ~ You have all in Him and abound-and
this abideth-it is not evanescent. God is not ashamed of the blessings
He gives His people. He chooses for Himself, and in Christ He gives
these blessings-peace, pardon, and strength for the day and circumstances. He supplies, and upholds, and brings forth more than
conquerors all of His dear children. "For if we believe that Jesus
died and rose again-." Do we believe? Are we in this congregation divided on the subject ~ Blessed are the people who answer
to this description, " We believe that Jesus died for sinners-individual
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sinners-that He died effectually for sinners." We do believe all this
and far more, but how blessed that we believe through grace. Never
cease to be praising Him to Whom you owe your whole salvation for
life, death, and eternity. All praise belongs to the Christ of God. He
is the salvation of His people. "He shall save His people from their
sins" by bearing in His blessed body the imputation of those sins and
suffering in His person the utmost of God's wrath due to those sins.
So there is no doubt about the truth-the whole truth-of the Gospel.
Those who rest on Him Who speaks it are at rest indeed, never to be
cast off, nor cut off, nor to belong to those people to whom, alas, are
spoken those words by the great King Himself: "I never knew you."
What an awful sentence! That will be said of every unbeliever who
appears at the left hand side of Christ's high uplifted throne. God
grant that there may be no ears here this morning or after to-day
which shall hear those awful, determinate, and eternal-meaning words!
God grant that all here, as believers, though the humblest and the
neediest, may have granted to him to hear the Redeemer's words," Come,
ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world." That is going to be said-it is not an
invention of man-it is the word of God in this Book, which liveth and
abideth for ever. Give heed to it believingly. It will only be spoken
once. The Gospel is spoken often, but that word will only be spoken
once by lips that never lie, and will be spoken in that day and hour.
We believe in the living Christ of God, in Him Who speaks in the
Revelation, as " I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am
alive for evermore." These facts historically are true; even so as
divinely true is " them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with
Him"-rest as dear Mr. Freeman rests! Blessed rest! Their bodies
may be in the grave and are, but their redeemed, quickened spirits are
with the Lord Who bought them. Until it be His pleasure to reunite
the redeemed body and redeemed spirit, for both are redeemed. The
ashes of the redeemed of ages in the tomb are very precious in God's
sight. The ashes of the temporal Jerusalem were precious in His
sight, and those stones were typical. The Lord is watching over the
stones of Jerusalem-those stones which it has been my privilege to visit
and see. He is watching over these living stones, their bodies silent in
the tomb, their spirits vocal in Paradise. How clear it all is as stated
in this verse, "them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with
Him "-so they are with Jesus, Who is God, for to bring them with Him
they must be with Him, and so, " Behold, He cometh with ten thousands
of Ris saints"; not one shall be lacking. When God redeemed His
people out of Egypt, we are told that not a hoof-not a hoof-was left
behind. All came out in that typical deliverance, and spiritually all
the redeemed shall be delivered, not a hoof of what spiritually
belonged to them shall be left. "Even so them also which sleep in
Jesus will God bring with Him." We leave His word in the gracious
hands of our Lord to apply it to your hearts; and may He be glorified
for Christ's sake. Amen.
4
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RENTS AND VEILS-" THE LORD COMETH."
FOLLOWING the order of Scripture, we will place "the Jew first."
Truly the Jew is "rent." "Rent" from his Messiah, and "rent"
from his country to-day, by blindness and unbelief. The" veil" ill
" upon his heart," and it must be "rent" and torn away before he
will see his error, and own in Jesus his Saviour and promised Messiah.
He must be "rent" from Judaism, for as yet Christianity is veiled
from him. Oh! "pray for the peace of Jerusalem!" The Lord'8
promise of prosperity is sure to those who pray for her peace and
" love her" (Ps. Cxxll. 6). He encourages us to do so. Pray that the
nation may be turned to the Lord, and all blindness of heart and cont~mpt be removed. Let us often put Him in remembrance of His
chosen people's woes and needs. For so shall we hasten His coming.
~We are by nature" rent." We are totally torn, we are absolutely
imperfect. We need a "veil" more efficient than Adam and Eve
"made themselves," to hide our "rent." Our only available and
prevailing" veil" is the blood of our Saviour and Substitute. When
His Spirit applies that blood to our hearts, our sins are" rent" from
us and placed on the head of " the Lamb slain," and we stand veiled
from condemnation. Until the Lord comes, death will rend the Christian. It rends the mortal from human gaze until the Resurrection.
It rends the old nature from the new, never to be rejoined. It rends
the soul from the body, to be finally reunited in the future. It rends
from our eyes the" veil" that separates us from our loved and loving
Lord. That" rent" will never be mended-that" veil" will never be
replaced between us. And ." the fear of death" is " rent" from the
believer, because he knows that he is veiled by Jesus.
Two other" rents" we picture and would fain behold! The grave
will be " rent" and the" veil" of death removed, when the body is
raised in Resurrection radiancy. The heavens will be "rent" when
He comes! The" veil" of sense will be withdrawn for ever! We
shan see Him as He is, and know even as we are known. "The time is
short "-" The Lord is at hand." Surely everything points to His
near "approach. Has not the voice of the Lord God Almighty been
calling aloud to both the world and the Church in many ways recently?
It behoves the Church to attend and be on the alert for His appearing.
And the world is seemingly stirred up too. A deep unrest, a settled
discontent are prevailing. It is felt alike by the Christian and the man
of the world. Both, albeit perchance unconsciously, apprehend
change and upheaval. Everything seems to indicate the speedy close
of this present dispensation, in the calling away of all true believers.
And Satan is not behind others! He is having his death rally. He
knows that his time is short also. He hears it on all hands. Ah!
where is he busy?, Not so much in the world just now; there is little
need. "When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are
in peace." The" strong man" sees no necessity to trouble with the
world. It is " at peace." The master who is satisfied that his servant
is serving him, silently seeks his own sources of amusement. Satan is
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well satisfied with his own servants; they are serving him well. But
the Church is not serving him, is even against him, so his enmity and
animosity are directed against her. Thus the world is uneasy from
apprehension; Satan is doing his worst, because he knows that he will
800n be " bound"; and the longing, looking, living Church cries aloud
for Christ's coming. Earnestly, pleadingly she prays. The closing
words of the Love Song (viii. 14), and the closing words of the Book
of Revelation (xxii. 20), each set forth and urge alike the need and
the desire of the Church. "Make haste, my Beloved "-this is her
need for complete consummation. "Even so [quickly], come, Lord
Jesus "-this is her desire when all shall be well for ever. And is
there not to-day a" noise, a shaking of the dry bones," both visible
and heard ~ Years ago Christians were not on the qui vive of expectation as they are to-day. Now" behold a shaking, and the bones are
coming together, bone to his bone," only waiting for the sound of His
trumpet, when" in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye," they will be
filled with the breath of resurrection life, and arise "up upon their
feet, an exceeding great army" (Ezek. xxxvii.). Yes! the Church is
awaking. She is" watching for the morning" as she has never watched
before. Well may we utter the double call: the note of warning, " The
time is short"; the note of hope, " The Lord is at hand." It seems
a pity that the word Maranatha has been dropped as a parting benediction, and is now so commonly confounded with the preceding curse
(1 Cor. xvi. 22). For Maranatha-meaning "the Lord cometh,"
accepting the theory that the word should stand alone, unconnected
with the anathema which ought to be closed with a full stop,-follows
very beautifully and significantly on the fifteenth chapter. What a
lovely finish, what a splendid encouragement and exclamation, what a
joyful reminder after the grand but sorrow-fraught truths of our wellknown funeral chapter. Yet placed in such close proximity as they
are, we cannot but feel that they were connected in Paul's mind, that
is, in the mind of the Spirit, and that Maranatha was intended as a
climax to chapter xv., as well as a last word to the epistle. Doubtless
the early Christians grasped this idea, for they used the expression
" Maranatha " as a continual watchword of hope and warning, much
as we use the word" good-bye." A further proof that Maranatha
is unconnected with Anathema is supplied by the fact that they are
really two distinct languages, and would therefore be very unlikely
to be united as a curse. Maranatha is pure Greek, while Anathema is
a Syriac compound word-Aramaic. But our authorized version
misrenders the passage by omitting the full stop, and giving us
the two words together thus, Let him be accursed when the Lord
cometh. This is misleading, and certainly less enthusiastic than
the statement, "The Lord cometh," standing alone. Moreover,
the curse on loving "not the Lord Jesus Christ" is far from
only a future loss. It is a very terrible present bane. The life
which is a stranger to His love is under the curse already. Hence
the Apostle follows up the curse with the warning; as if he

\

724

The Gospel M agaztne

said, And remember, all of you who love Him not, that He may
come any moment, to discover your darkness, to complete your
agony, and to settle your doom for ever. Thus it is a warning to the
unconverted not to put off the thought or play with such a serious
consideration. Apparently this is the lesson that Paul intended to
convey. It is not the uttering of a curse alone, as so many mistakenly
think, but a glorious hope that is always before us. Let us stir each
other up by way of remembrance, and remind each other frequently
that the Lord is coming. We may also remind Him! Often our
heart goes out in the beautiful petition in our Church of England
funeral service, which we pray by the grave of our loved departed,
" Beseeching Thee, that it may please Thee, of Thy gracious goodness,
shortly to accomplish the number of Thine elect, and to hasten Thy
kingdom." We would not only pray this prayer, but look for His
coming, long for His coming, and live as if we expected Him. And
we must be working as well. Let us each in our own sphere say, " The
time is short," " The Lord is at hand." If we urge on the unconverted
the nearness of His coming, the Spirit may use our words to the saving
of their souls, and thus our zeal may redound to His glory. For how
awful to be left behind! How many neither want nor expect Him.
May we be more in earnest and more unselfish about the salvation of
our fellow-men, so that we shall not be " ashamed before Him at His
coming."
Brixton.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
THE FIRST SABBATH.
" On the seventh day God ended His work which He had made,. and
He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had
made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it,.
because that in it He had rested from all His work which God
created and made."-GENEsls ii. 2, 3.
(Concluded from page 693.)
LET our thoughts now travel onward from this first temple, in all
its heavenly brightness and resplendent glory, to that other house of
which we read in the book of Nehemiah, reared in sorrow and
humiliation, with painful toil and anxious hearts, in the midst of
harassing difficulty and opposition. So dimmed was the glory, so
sullied the splendour of that house of God, that the ancient men
wept, with bitter weeping, as they remembered the first temple; and
yet we find God cheering His people with the faithful promise of that
time when the Desire of Nations should suddenly come to His temple,
even the Messenger of the Covenant; and when the house (not that
very building, but the house of God to be erected in due time) should
be filled with glory. Thus, again, we mark God's honour put on the
public acknowledgment of His name.
Passing over the intervening years, see again Christ, the lowly Son,
treading (as one has beautifully said) " the dust of the temple floor,"
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submitting Himself as made under the law; see Him casting out
the money-changers and vindicating the sanctity of the house of
prayer. He, by His presence in that house of God, threw a last
lingering ray over it ere it fell. A little while, and the destroying
armies of the Romans had not left one stone upon another of that
bui.ding. and as the light of Gentile glory appeared above the
horizon, the national worship of Israel, after the flesh, passed away.
And now behold that little band of unlearned men, the fishers of
Galilee, going forth without scrip, or purse, or shoes, and then
assembling together in an upper room, at even, as the nucleus or little
seed of the Christian Church. Jesus had said, " Lo, I am with you
alway," and in that promise lay their strength. Soon we read of
that early Church, " They were all filled with the Holy Ghost; they
spake the Word of God with boldness; they had all things common."
Such was then her spirituality, purity, and unity. The gorgeous
splendour of the visible in the temple service had passed away, but
there was an unearthly glory, a Divine and heavenly majesty in the
simple worship of the Church of Christian converts, which realized
the truth proclaimed by the lip of Jesus, that the least in the kingdom
of heaven (or Gospel dispensation) should be greater than the
greatest in the Jewish Church. But, alas! how soon was the glory
sullied.
Even before the canon of Scripture closed, the Lord had brought
His charge against the Asiatic Churches, warning them that their lamps
were flickering. And if we glance at the writings of the earliest fathers,
we cannot but be struck with seeing how soon, how very soon, the
woollen threads of error and corruption were woven across the golden
threads of the apostolic doctrine, making the confession of public
faith that" garment of divers sorts," which the law had interdicted;
and this went on till at length the mighty monster of the Romish
Apostasy, in its full development, appeared in the place of the pure
and lovely bride of Christ.
Public worship did indeed then seem at a low ebb; but let us not
suppose that during all the long years of Romish rule there was no
true and saving acknowledgment of God by the congregation of saints.
Here and there, in the lonely valleys and the mountain fastnesses,
yea, and in dens and caves of the earth, there met together the
witnesses of Jesus, to do Him honour; till at length the blood-nurtured
Church revived again at the period of the Reformation, and shone
forth in partial brightness. Now .let us come down to our own time.
It has been my object, in the preceding hasty glance at the phases
which the public worship of our God has taken from the earliest times,
to bring our thoughts gradually to the consideration of its present
state; and so to fix our minds upon the part that we are to play in
this year of 1850, with respect to the Sabbath Worship of Jehovah.
In our day, and in our generation, there is, indeed, a dark cloud
resting upon public worship, overshadowing its glory.
True it is, that as we move over' British ground, we see the towers
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and spires of churches clustered together in every country town;
that every village 'has its place of worship; but in how few, how very
few comparatively of these buildings bearing the names of h011,se8 of
God, is there "the true Word of God preached, and the sacraments
duly administered." The externals of public worship are kept up,
but how little is there to satisfy the minds of those who would se~
the Spirit's glory, and enter the presence of the Lord! "Of the eartn,
earthy," seems written upon the religion of our age. If we look at
the National Church of our country, we see the deep and deadly poison
of the Oxford divinity opposed by the spiritless, powerless, unctionles8
religion of the Evangelical school : if we turn to the Church of Scotland,
torn and bleeding from the disruption brought about by her late
unhappy division of opinion-it needs but to go into her kirks
(Established or Free) to mark how little is the present, actual religion
of the pulpit like that of her glorious and still-existing Confessions
of Faith.
Need I say, that the foreign Churches and the Dissenting bodies
are at a still lower ebb of vital godliness. The universal acknowledgment of men of God in every denomination is this, "Truth is
fallen in our streets." Certain it is, that, here and there, we find
some lone desert witness, like John of old, whose single voice is heard
proclaiming, " Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand," but.
these are like the gleaning of grapes when the vintage is over.
Now it is because of this dry and withered state of religion in our
day, that the subject of Sabbath Worship becomes one of deep and
painful anxiety to the mind of the Christian. He has learned from
the Spirit of all instruction the truth which I have desired to bring
forward-that there is a value, a glory, a usefulness in the public
worship of God, for which no private, closet prayer of individual8
can be substituted. God looks for public confession of sin; public
acknowledgment of dependence on His mercy; public praise for
His goodness.
He would have the gathering together of old men and maidens,
young men and children, to call upon His name.
It is the deep and abiding sense of this which makes the path of
the believer one of perplexity, because of the days in which his lot
is cast.
For him there is an everlasting altar ready, at which the world
has no right to eat; for him there is a perfect access unto the Father
through the blood of Jesus; and as far as concerns his own soul, he
is contented; but he feels that the private worship of men can never
bring to God the honour of a congregational tribute to His praise;
he reads of the thronging crowds at the temple gates, and he longs
for the time when he shall be one of a multitude of worshippers, unto
whom there hath been given one heart and one voice to glorify the
Lord. Hence arises his dissatisfaction with the poverty of present
service; and hence come all the perplexing questions as to how and
where he shall attend the public Sabbath worship of his God.

The Gospel Magazine

727

Perhaps his lot is cast where there is no truth preached at a walking
distance; and he must either attend a church where there is an
unfaithful man, or use a carriage on the Lord's Day. A doubt may
arise whether it is right to employ cattle, even for such a purpose as
going to the house of God. Perhaps some of my readers may smile
at my even putting this as a case of conscience, and yet I have known
Ilome minds sadly troubled by this very question. 1f these pages
IIhould meet the eyes of any who are feeling scruples on this point, I
would ask them to look first at the counsel given in the Old Testament
(Deut. xii. 5, 13, 14), and then to the Lord's own words (Matt. xii. 3-6) ;
taking the two passages in connexion with each other. If the
hungering David was justified in using the holy bread to satisfy the
need of the body, how much more may one who is hungering for the
bread of a better and eternal life, use the labour of the animal to obtain
it, and be blameless ~ "Is not the life more than meat ~" That is
a remarkable expression in the fifth verse, " The priests profane the
Sabbath." There is, then, a profanation of the Sabbath which is
pronounced guiltless, by One Who could not err. The priests went
continually into the temple, performing work therein, and being
accepted in their service. Let this set at ease the heart. The animal
world is to have its Sabbath, but" the Sabbath was made for man,"
and if his use of the animal is required that he may better keep his
rest unto God, well may he stand acquitted before the Judge of all in
this matter. Indeed, the same scruple fully and consistently carried
out would prevent his walking himself to church, for in that case he
uses labour of his own to enable him to worship God publicly; and
in the other case, he uses necessarily the labour of his beast for the
iame righteous end.
I know I cannot bring conviction to one troubled conscience; but
I pray that God may say to each dou-bting one, as Elisha did to
Naaman, " Go in peace."
~There is another case of conscience, which appears to me to present
a higher difficulty than that which I have just named. A Christian
may have a ministration of truth near at hand; and at a distance
one of greater depth and profitableness. The question then arises:
Shall he, and ought he, to content himself with a lower amount of
instruction and blessing, by frequenting the place of worship close
to him, or use a carriage to take him to the spot where God is seen
in greater glory, and where the Spirit speaks with higher power to his
heart ~ I confess this does seem to me a pOint of doubt and difficulty,
and one which it well becometh us, if we are thus circumstanced by
God's providence, to lay before Him with the earnest prayer, " Guide
me with Thy counsel."
There is not that direct and express" commandment of the Lord"
concerning this thing, as is given us in other matters; it seems to be
one of those open pojnt~ on which the holy and judicious Apostle of
the Gentiles would have said, " Let every man be fully persuaded in
his own mind." "Whatsoever is not of faith is sin." As far as my
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own feeling goes, I state it freely, but I confess my mind is more
doubtful than settled. If in the ministration which is near to U8
there seems to be, nota mere telling out of clear doctrine, but a
portion of the" anointing that teacheth;" if day by day there is a,
real growth and spirituality maintained by it, if there is a feeding
upon Christ, and an establishment of faith sensibly evidenced, as the
result of our Sabbath worship; if, in short, the question be really
one of degree and not of essentiality, I am inclined to think we should
use that ministry which God has brought to our doors, rather than
seek to enjoy (by using animal labour) that peculiar and high amount
of heavenly instruction which is to be found at a distance.
One thing which weighs with me is, that by so doing we, in our
measure as individuals, put" honour upon the less comely and weaker
part of the body of Christ," encouraging and strengthening the hands
of one who is, perhaps, feeling painfully his inferiority to a more
advanced brother.
Certainly, I feel that mere gifts of intellect and powers of happy
illustration should not weigh with us to neglect a simple and godly
ministration within a walking distance.
On the other hand, if we find that as Sabbaths roll on, our heavenly
vigour declines, and our strength decays under the Word preached
near us; if we are dried up and withered for lack of the anointing 011 ;
if error mingle with truth; or even if, although excellent in itself, the
ministry is unedifying, because it meeteth not our peculiar need and
state of soul, then it seems to me that we are justified in going to a
distant place, where the Word is so preached as to come to UB in
demonstration of the Spirit, and with power.
It is not enough that we hear truth, we must consider whether the
food be, as Asaph said, " convenient for us." And I would say, surely
a decision in such matters should not be lightly or hastily made.
Time and experience, accompanied by earnest prayer, will guide us
how to act,so as to receive edification: many little concomitant
circumstances, such as bodily strength, family ties, etc., etc., must be
taken into the account: and, after all, we have not received a spirit of
bondage, but one of liberty, while with simplicity and single-heartedness we walk with God; we shall not miss our blessing, the verity
of God's Word will be proved to us. "The meek will He guide in
judgment, the meek will He teach His way."
I would yet name another case. It may be that there is no
ministration of truth at all, within a practicable distance. Is it, then,
a duty to attend public worship under such circumstances, or to
remain at home on the Sabbath ~ I conceive we are not left in such
doubt upon this point as the last. When the preaching is contrary
to the mind and testimony of the Eternal Spirit; or; as God
emphatically describes it, when "the prophets prophesy lies in His
name," there is a plain injunction in the Old Testament for our
guidance, " Cease, my son, to hear the instruction that causeth to err
from the words of knowledge;" and thIs is confirmed in the New
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Testament, "Take heed what ye hear." These two Scriptures alone
are sufficient, I think, to make straight paths for our feet.
But the difficulty comes in when the error preached is less decided,
more specious, and mingled with much that is good. I have known
young and unestablished Christians, led by circumstances to attend
such a preaching as this; and I have watched them gradually lose
their light, their clearness, their comfort; I have seen truth become
less precious, less important in their eyes; till, at length, they have
themselves wandered far from the simplicity that is in Christ, and
bound themselves in misery and iron. Sad, fatal effect of sitting
under an uncertain ministry! Well may we dread it for ourselves.
And yet I can feel the weight of argument on the other side. I can
understand how,as Sunday after Sunday passes by, the believer's
heart will sigh for the courts of the Lord's house; and he will be
ready, at least, to bear with the weakness and unprofitableness of a
ministry, rather than stay from the assembly of men so long. Perhaps,
as a father of young children, or the master of servants, his case is
peculiarly trying, and he hesitates, and fears whether he may not lead
them into a neglect of God's public ordinances. It is to be remembered, that to the untaught and unestablished, however, is the chief
danger of false doctrine; and where there is positive as well as negative
evil in the instruction, the young should be kept from it as from poison.
In this trial comes in the blessed, consolatory truth, that as every
individual saint is a priest unto God, so is every household head a
priest unto his family in God's sight; he is justified in leading their
united worship; and in these family meetings it will be found that
Christ fulfils His promise, " Where two or three are met together in My
name, there am I in the midst of them."
Above all, let us turn with grateful joy to God's covenant engagement for all time, "I will be to them as a little sanctuary, in the
countries where they shall come." This is, indeed, a glorious stay for
the mind in its worst perplexity. Many have trusted to it since it
was uttered by the Lord to the prophet; many are in this day proving
it. Many who have been kept by the providence of God from hearing
one Gospel sermon for long months and years, have hidden in the
clefts of the Rock of Ages, and have lackEd nothing. They" bring
forth fruit" in their" old age, and are fat and flourishing." At this
moment my mind reverts to instances of this: and the brightest and
deepest taught child of God I ever knew, was one whose bodily infirmities prevented her attending public worship at all. This promise or
God will not lead us to undervalue Sabbath services; but it is a
pledge to us, that if He takes them away, He can supply their place,
and can satisfy us with marrow and fatness. Whether, then, we go
into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise,
or whether we sit alone in some desert place, as EIijah by his juniper
tree, God Himself shall be the sanctuary of His people, and the
unfading light of His Church for ever.
I
We now live, indeed, under a dispensation of darkness: even upon
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the ministrations of good and faithful men there seems to be written
an Ichabod, and we mourn a departed radiance; but the dawning
is near at hand. Then only shall we know all that is wrapt
in Sabbath worship, of honour and blessedness.
Sometimes a
vision seems to pass before us of that wondrous temple which Ezekiel
describes, so holy, so costly, so richly adorned with all beautiful
and preciQus things: for a moment we fancy we can discern its open
gates, the waters of life which flow from its threshold, the shining
ranks of the redeemed priests, the crowned and anointed King of
kings, Who filleth it with glory; but our sight grows dim, and we feel
that eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor heart conceived the things
which sh311 be revealed in that day; and, hiding our faces, we listen
to the voice which proclaims, " Son of man, the place of My throne,
and the place of the soles of My feet, where I will dwell in the midst
of the children of Israel for ever" (Ezek. xliii. 7).
I would close our consideration of this subject with a few concluding
remarks.
I have not hitherto alluded to the change of the Sabbath from the
seventh to the first day of the week. It is said that the early Christians
kept their rest on the day their Master rose. My own impression is,
that our Lord left the tomb just at the dose of the day on which the
Jews kept their Sabbath; for we read that when the women came
to the sepulchre, on the first day of the week, although it was very
early, and yet dark, Jesus was already risen. Probably, the sorrowing,
loving women had anxiously watched the Sabbath hours roll on, and
even before another day brake went to see the place where their
precious Master was laid; yet they found Him departed. I think,
therefore, we may well believe that as the seventh day closed, and the
first day began, Christ burst the gate of the grave; and with this in
our minds we can readily understand how almost imperceptibly the
change took place which made the first day of the week the permanent
rest-day of the Christian Church. But be this as it may, when we
consider how impossible it is 'to keep a genuine anniversary of any
event, how even the very difference of time in distant countries would
prevent it, we must see how trifling and unimportant is the matter,
and must wonder how the Sabbatarians should have made it a point
of strife and contention, and a cause of inconvenient separation from
their brethren.
Another word.-Let us humbly, thankfully, and joyfully use our
privilege of a Sabbath Day.
There is a certain school of divines, in our time, who would put
aside the Priesthood, Sabbaths, and Sacraments, as "weak and
beggarly elements;" but it is a false and spurious spirituality which
would lead us to despise any help which our Master has given for our
use. We can never, while we live, be above God's word, and God's
ordinance. Some would persuade us that we are clinging to a Judai<;
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ritual in keeping a Sabbath; but we can go back to the days of
Adamic innocence, and show that there was a Sabbath then: we can
look forward to the blessed time of glory, and tell that even then we
shall hold this feast of rest. "From one new moon to another, and
from one Sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before
Me," saith the Lord.
The command to keep a Sabbath only became part of the Jewish
law, as a port~on of God's prior law to man, of enduring obligation.
Jesus Himself uses the word to His disciples, who were to form the
Christian Church. Paul uses it in his epistles; and shall we quarrel
with it ~ Nay, "there remaineth" now, and unto all time, "a
Sabbatismos for the people of God." The Greek word rru(3f3unrrp.oc
is used in express distinction from the K"UrU1rLUllrrLV of the preceding
verses There remaineth not simply a rest, but a Sabbath-keeping for
the Church of God. The heavenly-minded Hervey said, " To a lively
believer, every day should be a Sabbath." Beautiful as was the spirit
which prompted this remark, it is not strictly correct or true. Every
day should not be to us Sabbatical. God has appointed six workingdays, and one rest-day: let us be content to labour and repose according to God's law of alternation, serving Him according to His own
written will._
Lastly-Let us use our gift of a Sabbath in a spirit of liberty and
love. We must not make the decisions of our own consciences rules
for others. It is enough that we are persuaded in our own mind;
we must leave our brethren to follow their own convictions; many
circumstances may justly and truly influence their conduct, which
are unknown to ourselves. The Apostle brings this most particularly
before us in his Epistle to the Colossians,-" Let no man judge you,"
he says, "in respect of an holy day, or the new moon, or of the Sabbath."
Now it cannot be supposed that St. Paul meant it was a matter of
indifference whether the Colossians kept the Sabbath or not, therefore
his words must refer to the manner of observing it; and it shows us
how completely God would have us walk according to His free Spirit
in our use of this day. We are neither to hold ourselves liable to be
judged of men, nor are we to pronounce judgment on our fellowdisciples. Alas! how is this disregarded! Rules are made, general
rules, which never meet particular cases; and immediate condemnation
follows any infringement of them. We need to learn the lesson,
"There is nothing unclean of itself." May God enable us to cease
judging one another, and if we must needs judge, let it be, lest we
put a stumbling-block in a brother's way. They that love the best,
will rest the best, and know most of God's Sabbatism.
Amidst the weary toil and drudgery of our work on earth, may
we be strengthened by each weekly foretaste of rest; and looking
forward to an eternal Sabbath, may it be said of us, as it was of one
of old,-" He saw that rest was good, and the land that it was.
pleasant; and bowed his shoulder to bear, and became a servant
unto tribute."
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THE GOD OF JACOB.

" THE God of Jacob is our refuge." This expression occurs twice in
-the forty-sixth Psalm-" Luther's Psalm," as it is very often calledthe Psalm which has been a stay to many aching, anxious hearts in
troubled times; times when there was no prospect of any help from
without, when the very country itself was teeming with injustice and
{lrUelty, when nations were at war. There is a significance in the
title" God of Jacob." No doubt it refers to the fact that Jehovah
was the God ·of the Hebrews, the God of Israel, the God of His
own chosen people, the God of the descendants of Jacob. And He is
the God of the spiritual Israel. "Ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And
if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to
the promise." Therefore, dear child of God, the God of Jacob is our
refuge. "I will help thee, saith the Lord, and thy Redeemer, the Holy
One of Israel." "I, the God of Israel, will not forsake them." The
title "God of Israel" is very frequently used; Israel-Jacob's
spiritual name, the name given to him when he prevailed with God
in persevering prayer.
It is most encouraging to know that J ehovah, the Lord of hosts, is
with us, for His mighty power is thereby assured on our side; but the
-title" God of J acob " is the one that speaks to our hearts of tender
personal care and interest.
Jacob was not an attractive man, or a lovable man, as we see him.
He was deceitful and cunning, fretful and impatient. This was the
natural man. But the Lord looketh at the heart. He sees not as
man sees, and he was God's chosen. "I loved Jacob," is His declaration in Malachi i. 2. Grace triumphed in J acob, and we find all through
his career that God was his supreme object of desire. "To this man
will I look, saith the Lord, even to him that is poor and of a contrite
spirit, and trembleth at My word." We see all through Jacob's
chequered pilgrimage the thread of gold-that he possessed the love
of God in his heart. His Word was his guide, and His blessing his
highest and only object. And God honoured him; even Laban
perceived that the Lord had blessed him for Jacob's sake. How
wonderfully God appeared to him to strengthen him and encourage
him when on his exile journey, both going out and coming in. The
ladder of ascending and descending angels, going out, and " the angels
of God met him" on his return. It is worthy of note how humble
the estimate that Jacob had of himself when he was returning: "I
am not worthy of the least of all the mercies and of all the truth which
Thou hast showed unto Thy servant" (Gen. xxxii. 10). Yes, and do
notice also, dear reader, for your own instruction and stimulation,
now in his prayer he reminded God of His promise to him, anq. thereby
urged the fulfilment: " Thou saidst, I will surely do thee good." His
glad note of rejoicing was, " I have seen God face to face, and my life
is preserved," when as a prince he had power with God and with man,
and prevailed. Note his spiritual tone when Esau inquired who those
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were with him: " The children which God hath graciously given," and
" God hath dealt graciously with me." Again, at Bethel his grateful
acknowledgment was, "God, Who answered me in the day of my
distress, and was with me in the way which I went." A third time
God appeared to him, and blessed him and talked with him "Happy
is he thathath the God of Jacob for his help" (Ps. cxlvi. 5). "Blessed
are all they that put their trust in Him."
Now we may see in Jacob's narrations and assertions during his
last days, when he could look back and take a calm survey of all his
life-journey, a brief summary of the believer's life to-day. The
gracious and blessed dealings of the God of Jacob, as related by Jacob
himself, form an epitome of the spiritual experiences of every Zionward
traveller.
First, " God Almighty appeared unto me atJLuz, in the land of Canaan,
and blessed me." It is significant that the name Luz means separation,
departure. Thus he was separated from all else, as we are separated
when called by God-God Almighty, for He is mighty in His operations,
and all mighty in His choice and calling also.
"God Almighty
appeared unto me." When He opens the eyes, then His living ones
see, but not before. He giveth sight and understanding when He
appears. And when we are enabled by the Holy Spirit to say as Jaco"b
did, " God Almighty appeared to me," oh ! how signally, how supremely
blessed. He appeared at Luz-separation. There we are called out
of the world, out of darkness into the kingdom of light and blessing.
For Jacob adds, " and blessed me" ; blessed at Luz, the separation or
departure. This is the place where God blesses His children now.
We note next Jacob's expression of delighted satisfaction and
surprise, " I had not thought to see thy face: and, 10, God hath shewed
me also thy seed." Thus the Lord blesses us also. Many times have
we occasion to say, not only with regard to temporal delight, but
especially in our spiritual course, "I never expected this; so much
more than I ever dreamt of. The half was never told me. He
exceedeth the fame which I had heard." Oh! the enraptured:
surprises God has for His people even here; and when in the
" Sweet and blessed country,
The home of God's elect,"
it will be all ecstatic wonder at what He has prepared for us smce
He went away.
Again, " The God which fed me all my life long." Does He not now
feed us with" the finest of the wheat," the Bread of Life in " a good
pasture"; feed us not only yesterday and to-day, but " all my life
long" with royal dainties? Sometimes He gives us bitter herbs, but
it is for ultimate good. He loves us too well to feed us on anything
that is not salutary, even though it be not sweet just now. In the
Holy City above, "they shall hunger no more," for" the Lamb shall
feed them and lead them." What will that feeding be !
We read again that Jacob said, "The Angel which redeemed me
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from all evil." Surely he spoke in faith, looking forward to the
atonement, the promised Christ of God. Redeemed from all evil, from
sin, from Satan, from death, from perdition; redeemed with the
precious blood of Christ. Thus, too, the believer rejoices in the finished.
salvation and redemption, and exclaims with adoring wonder, " Who
loved me and gave Himself for me," as Jacob said, " The Angel which
redeemed me."
He went on to say, " Behold I die, but God shall be with you." This,
too, is the testimony of God's people now. They are going, going one
by one; oh! so quickly; but they have not taken God away. God,
the God of Jacob, is with us, and shall be with us. The Lord of hosts
is with us, as with Jacob, and with all who have died in faith and
who sleep in Jesus. "I die, but God shall be with you." He ever
liveth.
Next we notice Jacob's sublime ejaculation, " I have waited for Thy
salvation, 0 Lord."
" Who waits for Thy salvation, Lord,
Shall Thy salvation see."
How often the Psalmist expressed this waiting attitude: "Wait
patiently for Him"; "I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait"; "I
waited patiently for the Lord, and He inclined unto me, and heard my
. cry." And in Isaiah we read: " Blessed are they that wait for Him" ;
" They that wait on the Lord shall renew their strength." In the book
of Lamentations we read, "The Lord is good to them that wait for
Him." Again," It is good that a man should both hope and quietly
wait for the salvation of the Lord." We read that in the days of the
Infant Saviour, Simeon, a just and devout aged man of Jerusalem,
was waiting for the Consolation of Israel; and when he went, by the
Spirit's direction, into the Temple, he took the Holy Child up in his
arms, and blessed God, and said, " Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation."
He had waited and seen. Thus, as Jacob also waited and saw, so the
Lord's people wait for, and in due time see, His salvation.
Further, we read of Jacob, when blessing his dear son Joseph, saying
that he was" made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob."
Here he traces all prosperity to its true source, " The hands of the
mighty God of Jacob." "Made strong"; not strong in himself or by
his own exertions, but made strong by mighty hands, even God's.
There is something inexpressibly tender and touching in the
expression, " The mighty God of Jacob"; as much as to say, " My
God strengthened my son." We, too, are" made strong," strong in
His might, strong in Himself, strong in His grace.
" Who in the strength of J eSllS trusts
Is more than conqueror" ;
for it is not human but Divine strength which prevails; " Not I, but
Christ." "Strengthened with all might, according to His glorious
power."
Once more. In Jacob's benediction on his son Joseph-his prophetical
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plessing-he said, " The God of thy father, Who shall help thee." The
God of thy father! How often has this recollection been a source of
encouragement to many dear children of God in later days! To those
who like the writer have possessed a very affectionate, tender, godly
father, there has been a linked sweetness in the words, "The God of
thy father." As though it were written, "The God of thy father is
illy God, He shall help thee: Remember the way thy father trod, how
He helped him all the way through; and He, thy father's God, shall
likewise help thee." Poor Jacob himself had been comforted by
the same expression from God, when he took his last journey, his
journey into Egypt in his old age, to see his son Joseph. God again
spoke to him, as He had done on all previous journeys; spoke to him
in the visions of the night, calling, "Jacob, Jacob." And he, ever
ready at the call of God, said, " Here am I." Then came the loving
assurance, "I am God, the God of thy father; fear not to go down
into Egypt." We frequently find this expression, which indicates
God's tender compassion in accommodating His language to human
affections and associations. My father's God will surely be my God.
The God of my father shall help me. The God of Jacob was my
father's God.
" Oh, God of Jacob, by Whose Hand
Thy people still are fed.."
In the grand epitaph, so to speak (Heb. xi.), we read nothing of
Jacob's failings, but only the brief mention of his dying faith: "By
faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph;
and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff." "Worshipped"the prelude of his glorious worship in the kingdom of glory. We, too,
from the east and from the west, shall sit down with Abraham, and
lsaa.c, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. This our Saviour tells us
in: Matthew viii. 11.
"Jacob His people" (Ps. lxxviii. 7l)-Jacob, the natural man.
" And Israel His inheritance "-Israel, the new name of the renewed
redeemed nature. "The riches of the glory of His inheritance in
the saints "-His joy. Marvellous inheritance! Marvellous Inheritor!
The God of Jacob, Whose peculiar treasure and inheritance are summed
up in Israel,-the whole Israel of Christ and of God!
NETTLE.

"FROM ABOVE."
WE find these words, " from above," in connection with the Psalmist--

the servant of the Lord-and his Song of Deliverance. He says, " In
my rnstress I called upon the Lord, and cried unto my God: He heard
my voice out of His temple [from above], and my cry came before
Him, even into His ears. He sent from above, He took me, He drew
me out of many waters" (Psalm xviii. 6, 16). It is well to trace all .
om mercies, benefits, helps, and deliverances to the right source" from above," from the throne of God alone; and not to attribute
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them to second causes. " Every good gift, and every perfect gift is
from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with Whom
is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. Of His own will begat
He us with the Word of Truth" (James i. 17, 18), which leads us to
trace true conversion to the same Divine Fountain of all blessednel>s.
Our dear Saviour Himself said, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Except a man be born from above [margin], he cannot see the kingdom
of God. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born from
above" (John iii. 3, 7). We see from the Word of God how this is
effected. "Being born again of ineorruptible seed, by the Word of
God, which liveth and abideth for ever." We felt the sweetness and
preciousnesR of this truth lately, while meditating upon the conversion
of the Apostle to the Gentiles. The divine historian, St. Luke, in the
ninth chapter of Acts, gives an account of what took place on the road
to Damascus; but in Paul's own defence and testimony (chap. xxii.),
we find these important and particular words, " They that were with
me saw indeed the light, and were afraid; but they heard not the
voice 01 Him that spake to me." How true that" The entrance of Thy
words giveth light (Ps. cxix. 130). And he adds that he could not
see for the glory of that light. Others saw the light, but it was the glory
of that light which Paul saw. A precious Christ had been revealed to
him: " That thou shouldest know His will, and see that Just Qne, and
. shouldest hear the voice of His mouth" (Acts xxii. 14). "He was seen
of James; then of all the apostles. And last of all He was seen of
me also,
the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called
an apostle
but by the grace of God I am what I am" (1 Cor. xv.
7, 8, 9). Weak trembling believer, dost thou not desire to cast in thy
mite also ?-to add a hearty Amen, and say, " By the grace of God
I am what I am " ?
Then, again, the Bread of God is He that cometh down from heaven.
" I came down from heaven not to do Mine own will . . . and they
have believed that Thou didst send Me." He became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross.
" He came from above the law's curse to remove,
He hath loved us for ever because He would love;
Love moved Him to die, and on this we rely,
Our Jesus has loved us, we cannot tell why;
But this we can tell, that He loved us so well
As to lay down His life to redeem us from hell."
Grace-saved sinner, thou who hast been led to know something of
these things in thine own experience, does not thy heart rejoice that
. God also hath highly exalted Him and given Him a Name which is
above every name, that at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow"
(Phil.ii. 9, 10)? "For He that descended is the same also that ascended
up far above all heavens" (Eph. iv. 10). "While they beheld He was
taken up" (Acts i. 9). "This same Jesus, which is taken up from you
into heaven, shall so come in like malmer as ye have seen Him go into
heaven" (Acts i. 11).
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Christ came down from above. He has ascended again. New life is
from above, and it must return to its native source. Every answer to
prayer is from above. Every deliverance is from above. Every visit
of the Lord Jesus, and every manifestation of His grace to our hearts, is
from above. And His best g1ft, the Holy Spirit, is from above. '~Tt is
expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter
WIll not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you"
(John xvi. 7). "Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, IS come, He
will guide you· into all truth. . . . He will show you things to come.
He shall glorify Me: for He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it
unto you" (John xvi. 13, 14).
Seeing, brethren, the importance of those things which are abovefar superior to those below-we do well to take heed to Paul's words
to the Colossians: "Set your mind [margin] on things above, not on
things on the earth" (Col. iii. 2), and to the words of our blessed
Master: "But rather seek ye the kingdom of God. . . . For where
your treasure is, there will your heart be also" (Luke xii. 31, 34). We
are too often looking within and below, where there is no abiding joy
or happiness. They are ours only as we are looking upward-looking
unto Jesus. "They looked unto Him, and were lightened: and their
faces were not ashamed" (Ps. xxxiv. 5). The many abiding-placeE
are above, many of our kindred are above. Our inheritance is above.
The home of God and of the Lamb are above.
" On wings of faith, my soul, mount up and rise,
View thine inheritance beyond the skies;
Nor heart can think, nor mortal tongue can tell
What endless pleasures in those mansions dwell ;
There our Redeemer lives· all bright and glorious
O'er sin and death and hell He reigns victorious."
JABEZ.

AN ESSAY ON THE VARIOUS FEARS TO WHICH GOD'S
PEOPLE ARE LIABLE.
By THE

LATE REVEREND AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE TOPLADY,
FORMERLY VICAR OF BROADHEMBURY, DEVON.

A.M.,

" Within were fears."-2 COR. viii. 5.
(Concludf'd from page 699.)

2. Saints are subject to another fear, viz., that they are not truly
converted, and that their spot is not the spot of God's children. Nor
do I wonder that when grace is not in lively exercise, they are liable
to apprehensions of this kind; when I consider man's absolute unworthiness, even in his best estate, and that astonishing mixture of
good and evil, which is more or less visible in saints below.
Though I am by no means an advocate for doubting, I yet am of
opinion that, through the alchymy of Divine \visdom, even doubt~ and
fears, though not desirable in themselves, are ultimately subservient of
47
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God's chosen; just as in the material world, not a thorn is without
its use, and every bramble has its value.
Spiritual distresses and misgivings have a tendency, through grace,
to keep us sensible of our sinfulness and helplessness (as Paul's temptations clipt the wings of his pride, and restrained him from being exalted
above measure). They conduce to make us watchful and circumspect;
to make us feel the pulse of our souls by frequent and severe selfexamination; to kindle longing aspirations after God and communion
with Him; to lay us low at the footstool of Jehovah's sovereignty;
to endear Christ's blood, righteousness, and intercession; and put us
upon looking up to the Holy Spirit in prayer, for the support of His
presence, and for the unction of His comforts, which alone are able to
enlighten and to chase away the darkness of our minds.
There is, likewise, another particular which ought to encourage the
mourners in Zion; namely, that it is impossible for any who have not
been spiritually quickened from above, to pant for God as a thirsty
land; to grieve evangelically from a heart-felt sense of sin, and to
be pained aft'lr a godly sort.
A good man of the last century somewhere observes that" He who
cries out, I am dead, proves himself by that very cry, to be alive."
Can a dead person feel? Can a dead man complain? A believer
may lament his deadness, but he cannot lament his death without his
lips refuting themselves. There must be spiritual life, or there could
be no spiritual sensibility, no spiritual motion, no spiritual breathings.
If the Lord had not drawn you, you would not follow hard after Him.
Nor could you say, " The desire of my soul is to Thy name, and to the
remembrance of Thee," unless God's Spirit had awakened that
desire in your heart. If you were not truly converted, you would
not be so anxious about the truth of your conversion. It is not
the untamed bird of prey that pours the plaintive strain. No, it is
the dove that mourns; it is the nightingale that sings with her breast
against a thorn.
However, though a weeping state is a safe one, and not without its
advantages, yet there is a still more excellent way. The diffident
should be encouraged; but diffidence itself should not. "Covet
earnestly the best gifts." Aspire to the choicest attainments. Pray
for unclouded manifestations. Cultivate spiritual fellowship with
God, in all the means of grace, both private and public. Endeavour
to drink deep into holiness, and to be fruitful in every good word and
work. Conversation with experienced Christians operates frequently
as a step to gracious improvements. God's people are sometimes
blessed to the rubbing off the rust of unbelief, and to the mutual illision
of light and heat from each other. Lay hold on Christ as well as you
can, for wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption; committing yourself for better for worse to His grace, which worketh all
in all. Thus it would be evident that you are indeed planted in the
Lord's house, and belong to that invisible Church which He purchased
with._His own blood. __ Nay, you will_gradually flourish in the courts
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of God, grow as the lily, and cast forth the root as Lebanon. Your
conversion will be made clear to you. You will see your tokens.
You will no longer have reason to doubt whether the good work of
grace is begun in you; but your path, like a burning light, will
shine more and more (in general) to the perfect day.
3. Believers are sometimes prone to fear that they have no real
Covenant interest in Christ; or. that they are not in a state of pardon
and justification. "Oh," says the doubting Christian, "if I could
but know that I have redemption through the blood of Christ, even the
forgiveness of my sins, that Christ undertook for me in the eternal
Covenant of grace, and that He is the Lord my Righteousness, I should
be happy indeed; but, alas! such knowledge is too wonderful and
excellent for me; I cannot attain unto it." Be it so, that you cannot
attain to it; God is not the less able to give it. He can, as the Apostle
expresses it, not only grant you, but even fill you with, " the Spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him." Therefore, if you,
want assurance of salvation, ask it at the throne. But ask it with
submissio)1, and with a reserve to the will of God. Do not let your
ultimate desires terminate in anything short of God Himself, nor so
hang upon comforts as to overlook the Comforter. Assurances are
the brightest bridal jewels of a soul that is married to Christ; but
the Bridegroom Himself is better than the jewels He gives; nor does
He (in general) allow His bride to shine in them every day. He keeps
them under His own key, and lets her wear them. when He pleases.
At worst remember that He is your Husband still and the God Who
changes not. Venture yourself, therefore, on board His blood and
righteousness, as a mariner trusts himself to the vessel in which he
embarks. Do this, and you shall be carried safe to the haven where
you would be. You may be shaken on your passage, but not forsaken;
tossed, but not lost. The mediation of Christ, the faithfulness of your
Covenant Father, and the never-failing love of the Holy Ghost will
bear you up and bear you home. No man ever suffe;:ed final shipwreck who ventured his soul, his salvation, his all, on that bottom.
If you cannot wrap yourself up in the mantle of Christ's righteousness,
with an assured faith, yet, if you touch but the hem of His garment,
with a weak faith, with a faith of longing and desire, or even (if I may
so speak) with the very tip of faith's little finger, you have a capital
evidence of interest in Him. "As an infirm hand," says an excellent
~ person, " can tie the marriage-knot; so a weak faith can lay hold on
a strong Christ."
4. The Lord's people are frequently harassed with a fear that the
work of sanctification ill their souls is either not begun or at a dead
stand; that they do not increase with the increase of God, nor resemble
Him in holiness more and more.
H any fear may be called a good fear, this may; supposing it do
not flow from a principle of legality, and be not carried too far. It
is a blessed sight when we mourn under a sense of our shortcomings,
and burn with intense desire to rise higher into the likeness of God.
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For this also seek unto Him. He is able to accomplish in you all the
good pleasure of His will, and the work of faith with power. If He
give you grace, to put yourself as a blank into His hand, His Spirit
will delineate His sacred image upon your soul; and in the article of
death, heighten the outlines, and finish the sketch in Hi» own perfect
likeness. Be diligent to use all the appointed means of sanctification
which Providence favours you with. Be careful to shun all evil, and
the very appearance of it. Walk in the path of duty marked out by
the written Word. Nor need you fear God's making good His Covenant
promise, by making you such as He would have you to be. Be not
discouraged, but rather excited to hope, to pray, and to believe by the
sense of your remaining corruptions. "The field," one says, "that
has millions of weeds in it, may be a corn field. One rose upon a bush,
though but a little one, and though not yet blown, proves that which
bears it to be a true rose tree." Despise not then the day of small
things, but pray God to enlarge them. Bless Him even for the grain
of mustard seed, but at the same time beg His Spirit to water and
increase it.
5. The fear of temptation keeps many of God's people in bondage,
and happy are we if we so fly from it as to shut our eyes and ears and
hearts against it. We know not what we are, nor what we are capable
of, if left to ourselves. Yet do not let the fear of what may be cast
a damp upon your present comforts, nor abate your confidence in the
Lord. Prudent fear is wisdom, but much fear is unbelief. A believer
cannot trust in himself too little, and blessed be God he cannot trust
- too much in the all-sufficiency of Divine grace. If, therefore, you are
cast down by a sense of your liableness to temptations, and your
proneness to fall by them, bring your temptations and your weakness
together to God the Holy Spirit, and beseech Him to get Himself
the victory in you, over you, and for you. Let watchfulness and
prayer thus set a guard upon the outworks, and Jesus will throw in
the succours of grace, and preserve the citadel from being taken by
the enemy. He is faithful, and will not suffer you to be tempted
above what you are able to bear. He will either hide you in His
pavilion, and keep you from the fiery trial; or if He bring you into
the field, He will save you from being overpowered. The archers
may sorely grieve you and shoot at you, yet shall your bow abide in
strength, and the arms of your hands be made strong by the mighty
God of J acob.
But should the enemy of souls be even permitted to gain some
advantage over you for a season, yet cast not away your confidence,
but look to the hills of Covenant love from whence cometh your help.
Christ will deliver you as at the first, and restore you as at the beginning.
What was prophesied concerning Gad (Gen. xlix. 19) shall be spiritually
fulfilled in you; "A troop shall overcome him, but he shall overcome
at the last."
6. A sixth fear occasions no small uneasiness to weak believers,
namely, a fear lest they should not be faithful unto death, nor hold on
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in grace to the end. But if God has given the good evidence of thy
being truly regenerated, and of thy being His child through faith in
Christ Jesus, thou mayest, upon the strength of thy adoption, be as
certain of thy final perseverance, as if thy warfare was actually accomplished and the crown of glory set upon thy head.
The invisible or elect Church consists of only one and the same
family, part of which is in heaven, and part on earth (Eph. ill. 15).
Every individual member of this family, whether militant below or
triumphant above, is equally safe in the hands of Christ. Saints in
glory are indeed happier than saints on earth, but saints on earth are
no less eventually secure of salvation than saints in glory. The spirits
of just men made perfect might as soon fall from their state of heavenly
blessedness, as a sanctified person here fall from a state of grace. The
names of both are in the book of life. They are alike interested in
God's everlasting and unalb rable Covenant. What the Father's love
has given to the glorified will be also given to them that are yet
behind; "For to this end Christ died and rose again, that He might
gather together in one the children of God that are scattered abroad"
(John xi. 52); and by the single offering of " Himself He has perfected
for ever them that are sanctified." Saints are not their own keepers,
and it is well for them that they are not; they would be sorrily kept
if they were. Adam was his own keeper, and what did he get by it ~
The fallen angels were their own keepers. Peter kept himself, but
how long ~ God's chosen are not thus finally left in the hand of their
own counsel, nor trusted to their own management. "All His saints
are in Thy hand," i.e., in the hand of Christ (Deut. xxxiii. 3);
whence none can pluck them (John x); which general promise of the
perseverance of God's elect, taken as a collective body, ascertains and
ensures the perseverance of each believer in particular. For the whole
necessarily includes every part, and where any individual part is
absent, it destroys the entireness of the whole; just as the human
body is not complete if only one limb, or even a single finger, or so
much as a piece of a finger, be wanting. The philosophic integrity
vanishes in that instant: for posito toto, ponuntur partes: and sublata
parte, taliter totum. So that what is affirmed concerning the aggregate,
is equally affirmed concerning the constituent members respectively,
of which the aggregate consists, otherwise the affirmation would be
essentially untrue, which, to charge Christ with, were blasphemy.
Let the follower of Christ, therefore, dismiss all slavish fear as to
his continuance in grace; and, in well doing, leave the care of that to
God. They who belong to Him are kept, and will be kept by His
power through faith unto salvation itself; and may sing with him
that was caught up into the third heaven, "Who shall separate us
from the love of Christ ~ Neither life, nor death, nor things present,
nor things to come," shall ever be able to do it. There is no being
disinherited of the blessings entailed by God's Covenant, and bequeathed
in Christ's last will and testament, signed with His own blood, and
sealed by His own Spirit. Saving grace is the good part which shall
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not be taken away. Whatever you lose, it is impossible for you to
lose that. It is bound up in the bundle of life with the Lord thy God,
and hid with Christ in Him. And when Christ, Who is your life,
shall appear, then shall ye also who have believed, appear with Him
in glory.
7. I shall mention one other fear common to many of God's redeemed,
viz., the fear of death. Some true believers are apt to cry out (as
the human nature of Christ Himself did), "Father, save me from
this hour."
But why are you so dismayed at the prospect of getting home?
Are you afraid of dying, or of what you may suffer in your last conflict? Turn again to your rest; for the Lord will deal bountifully
with you, and be better to you than your fears.
" Who can take
Death's portrait true?
Fear shakes the pencil: Fancy loves excess:
Dark ignorance is lavish of her shades;
And these the formidable picture draw,
Man forms a death that nature never made;
Then on the point of his own fancy falls,
And feels a thousand deaths in fearing one."
None return from the grave to tell us what it is to die. Some happy
believers have indeed sung in their last moments, " 0 death, where is
thy once imagined sting ~" Can this be termed dying? And, very
probably, the passage is both sweeter and smoother than living imagination is apt to suppose. I lost an excellent parishioner in the year
1765. Though he had not the least doubt of his salvation, but as far
as spiritual and eternal things were concerned lay for many weeks
triumphing in the full assurance of faith, he still dreaded the separation
of soul and body, from an apprehension of what nature must endure in
the parting stroke. Some little time before the knot was actually
untied, God was pleased to indulge him with a foretaste of death. He
was for near an hour quite gone in appearance, and his family began
to conclude that the final struggle was over. By degrees, however,
he' came to himself, and on my asking him how he did, he answered,
that God had given him a specimen of death, and he found it not so
terrible as he apprehended. From that period all his dread of dying
vanished away, and he continued without any shadow of fear, filled
with the peace which passeth all understanding, until his disimprisoned
spirit flew to the bosom of God, Oh, then, whoever you are that are
troubled in like manner, cast your burden on the Lord. You have
found Him faithful in other things, and you may safely trust Him for
this. He has delivered you in six troubles, and in the seventh He will
be nigh unto you. The water floods shall not overflow you, neither
shall the deep swallow you up. The Rock of Ages lies at the bottom
of the brook, and God will give you firm footing all the way through.
Or, are you afraid of the consequences of death, and what will come
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after ~ Throw yourself upon God in Christ, and you are safe.
"Christ's righteousness is law-proof, death-proof, and judgmentproof."
Are you fearful what may become of your family 'when God calls
you away ~ Make your family over to Him. Nominate Jehovah for
their Guardian and Trustee. Cast anchor upon that comfortable
promise: "Leave thy fatherless children; I will preserve them alive;
and let thy widows trust in Me."
Do you dr-ead the buffetings of Satan ~ God will not let him .take
advantage of your weakness. You shall overcome, yea, "you shall
be more than conquerors through the blood of the Lamb, and the
Word of His testimony."
Are you apprehensive lest your faith be small, and your sanctification imperfect ~ Christ will be praying for you, that your faith fail
not, and the Holy Ghost will take care not to leave His work of grace
upon your soul unfinished.
You tremble, perhaps, at the thought of laying aside your weak,
sinful, mortal body. But you will receive it again, not such as it now
is, frail, defiled, and perishable, but bright with the glory and perfect
in the image of God. The body is that to the soul which a garment
is to the body. When you betake yourself to repose at night, you lay
aside your clothes until morning, and resume them when you rise.
What is the grave but the believer's wardrobe, of which God is the
door-keeper ~ In the resurrection morning the door will be thrown
open, and the glorified soul shall descend from heaven to put on a
glorified robe, which was indeed folded up and laid away in dishonour,
but shall be taken out from the repository enriched and beautified
with all the ornaments of nature and of grace.
Are you loth to bid a long adieu to your Christian friends ~ The
adieu will not be a long one. They will soon follow to the place of
rest. And in the meantime you will be with Christ and with all the
aaints who have been gathered home before you, which is far better.
Should I be asked, What is the grand remedy against undue fear of
every possible kind ~ I answer in one word, Communion with God.
"He," says good Dr. Owen, "who would be little in temptation
must be much in prayer. Ply the mercy seat. Eye the blood of
Christ. Cry mightily to the Spirit of God." To which I add, Wait
at the footstool in holy stillness of soul. Sink into nothing before the
uncreated Majesty. If He shine within, you will fear nothing from
without. What made the martyrs fearless ~ Their souls were filled
with Christ. Jesus lifted up the beams of His love upon their minds,
and they smiled at all the fires which man could kindle.
To enjoy communion with God you must be found in the way of
duty. If you play the truant, no wonder you are afraid of being
whipped. "Those trees," says the excellent Mr. Gurnall, "bear the
sweetest fruit which stand most in the sun." Take heed to the thing
which is right: for that shall bring a man peace at last. The meaning
o(.which text is, that by virtue of,}he wise connection which infinite
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wisdom hath established between antecedents and consequents, holy
walking is the high road to holy comforts.
Your walk, perhaps, is strict and conscientious, and yet it may be
you complain of doubts and darkness notwithstanding. Here examine
yourself: (1) Whether you do not work from legal principles and to
legal ends ~ If so, no wonder that, like a slave with the lash at his
shoulders, you toil all day and take nothing. Christ alone is the
righteousness of them that believe. God will never set the seal of
His gracious presence to the broken Sinai covenant. Whoever enjoys,
or thinks he enjoys, comfort and peace from the works of his own
hands, and from the duties he performs, is blinded and deluded into
a fool's paradise, by the god of this world. The Lord meets His people
in the way of duty, but not for it, as a father who meets his son on a
journey at some appointed house, meets hIm in that house, but not
for the sake of the house. Live upon what Christ is made to you of
God, and you will find comfort. But if you seek happiness and establishment from yourself, or from anything wrought by yourself, you
will receive no solid nourishment from the breast of that sham consolation.
Or (2) Christ may be all your hope, and yet your fears may continue
to run high.· Look narrowly into your own heart. See that there be
noAchan in the camp, no beloved lust in the tent. I dare not say
that the sense of God's love is always connected with the actings of
faith, and the concomitant exercise of holiness. But I suppose that
faith and sanctification are the usual correlatives of joy in the Holy
Ghost. Art thou melted by grace into a filial fear of God ~ Go on to
fear, to love, and to obey, whether the Lord gild thy path with sunshine or darken it with gloom. He is the sovereign dispenser of His
own comforts, and may withhold or confer them as seemeth good in
His sight. But it is thy indispensable duty to follow the Lamb, and to
do His will, whether He cheer th"e with His consolations or not.
Certain it is from the infallible Word of His grace, that to those who look
unto Jesus, all the sweet privileges of the Gospel belong, and joy is one
of them. Though it tarry, wai.t for it, for it will not deceive thyexpectation; i.t will surely arrive at the appointed season, and will not
linger a moment beyond. 0 ye of fearful heart, be strong; " your God
will come with a recompense, He will come and save you." Your
prayers may not be answered immediately, but they are all strung
on the file of His remembrance, and shall be answered after many
days. Your tears are in His phial. Your groans are noted in His
book. "Delight thou in the Lord, and He will give thee thy heart's
desire; hold thee still in the Lord, and abide patiently for Him.
Commit thy way to the Lord; put thy trust in Him, and He shall
bring it to pass."
I knew a most valuable Christian, who died in the year 1760, and
in her last illness was greatly exercised with darkness of soul, which,
however, did not finally continue. While God was leading her through
the wilderness of mental distress, she still anchored on the promises,
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though she had lost sight of the Promiser, and as a proof of her absolute
dependence on the faithfulness of a withdrawing God, she directed that
(instead of the usual inscription of name and age) the following text
should be engraven (and engraven it was) on the plate of her coffin:
"Deal with me, 0 God, according to Thy name, for sweet is Thy
mercy." Thus, as the great Dr. Manton long ago expressed it, " Faith
accepts God's bond, and patience waits for payment."

"NOT OF WORKS."
To a hard-working couple who kept a small corner shop in the East
end, there was one day born a little child,-a poor small thing. A
neighbourly woman attended to its wants and laid it at its mother's
side. She may have kissed it, but she did not pretend to welcome it.
There were nine other children-the eldest a pale-faced though willing
girl of thirteen, the youngest, a generally ailing boy not a year oldand upstairs lay the grandmother numbering her days.
" The baby is very cold, my husband does not think there is any
life in it," said the mother some few hours later, when the neighbour
looked in again. So she gently lifted it out of bed and said, " Yes, it
is dead." They had to find a name for it then, to give an identity in
the registers; and so it was taken away. It had not opened its eyes
on this world, it had had scarcely strength to cry, and it left not one
lament behind it. But the neighbour, a godly woman, thanked God
for the privilege she had had in handling (for His sake lovingly) an
heir of glory, a daughter of the Lord God Almighty. "It is not," she
said to the mother, "that baby is innocent-has never done any
wrong-that she is in heaven now;" and as she enlarged a little on the
cause, and thought of it afterwards, a sense and measure of God's own
rest possessed her soul. "In Christ," love, blood, grace, and glory.
One place, one crown, for the greatest of redeemed sinners, the chiefest
of anointed Apostles, and for" all who love His appearing;" one
righteousness for all who believe, there being no difference; one
inheritance and benediction for every blessed child of the Father; one
joy, and one song, for a sweet Psalmist of Israel, for lips opened only
to be closed in prayer, for a tongue which life had not time to unloose :
" Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father;
to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
To be " carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom" is the honour
of all the saints, whether" Noah, Daniel, and Job," or a groaning
Lazarus; and" with Me in Paradise," commanded and brought there
to praise that grace which they sought not, will be-delivered as
Abraham was from the pit of destruction-the unnamed thief and
the unwanted baby.
A FOLLOWER-ON.
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WHY FEAR DARKNESS 1
WHY should I fear the darkness 1
Why long for morning light 1
GOD gives His weary children
Their sweetest songs at night.
Why should I fear the darkness 1
My FATHER never sleeps;
Through all thedarksome night-hours
His Own He safely keeps.
Why should I fear the darkness 1
CHRIST speaks in dark of night,
That those who hear may utter
His" gracious words" in light.
LORD JESUS, clasp me closely;
If I but feel Thee near
In times of deepest darkness,
I shall not weakly fear.
ISA.

THE TRUMP OF GOD.
A FRAGMENT.
(From the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, 1850.)
" For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
, voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God,. and the dead in
Christ shall rise first."-l THESS. iv. 16.
"THE trumpet shall sound!" It shall sound through the still air
of morning, it will meet the lark as he mounts up towards the rising
sun, and he will fall back death-stricken by its earliest note. As it
gathers strength it will awake the echoes of the mountains, and be
reverberated from hill to hill-it will startle the eagle in his nest, and
send the leopard howling to his lair. Louder, still louder, it shall peal
through the valleys, and the flocks and herds shall cower before it as
before the blast of the tempest. It shall outstrip the sirocco, as it
sends its thrilling summons across the pathless desert, and be heard
by the perishing mariner above the rage and conflict of the elements.
It shall thunder through the caverns of the deep, and cause the monsters
of the sea to tremble. One solitary trumpet-blast, without pause or
cadence, it shall increase in power and volume till it reaches the heights
of heaven, and penetrates the profoundest depths, and envelops the
world in an atmosphere of thunder. It shall be heard in every clime
beneath the sun, from the equator to the poles; amid the snows of
Lapland, and beneath the shes of India, on the vast continent of Africa,
and in the isles of the Pacific; from north to south, and from east to
west, shall ring, and roll, and re-echo "the voice of the archangel,
and the trump of God"! It shall be heard in the monarch's palace
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and the beggar's hut. It shall ring through the halls of wealth, and
rouse the sons of luxury from their downy pillows. It shall pierce
the prison walls and alarm the captive trembling at the approach of
day. It shall enter the chamber where the babe has just been born,
and the first sound that meets its ear will be " the voice of the archangel and the trump of God"! It will sound in the darkened room
where the aged saint is drawing his last feeble breath, and before that
breath has left his lips, before there shall be time to say that death has
done its work, that trumpet note will call him back to life. It shall
awake the strong man from his tranquil slumber, and fall upon the
aching ear of the sleepless, pain-racked invalid. It shall at once arrest
the voice of mirth and the wail of anguish, and be heard alike in the
house of prayer and the haunt of sin. The laugh will be upon the lips
of the light-hearted, but at the sound of the trumpet it will die away
before it leaves them. The oath will be in the mouth of the swearer,
but that trumpet-blast will paralyse the sinner's tongue. The cup
will be in the hand of the drunkard, but the trumpet-peal will arrest
it ere it touch his lips. The infidel will be saying, " Where is God? "
and the roar of the trumpet will answer him, "Here, even at the
door!" The Christian will be praying, "How long, oh Lord, how
long? Why tarry the wheels of Thy chariot? " and ere the prayer
has left his lips it shall be answered by " the voice of the archangel
and the trump of God?'! Louder, still louder, it shall peal, till the
heavens shall reel and the earth shall tremble. Louder, still louder
it shall peal, till it re-echoes through the courts of death, and calls
each slumbering saint from the marble tomb, from the forgotten grave,
from the depths of the ocean, and from the whirlwind and the flame,
to inherit the Redeemer's kingdom and grace the Marriage Supper
of the Lamb. And then its awful voice shall sink, and cease, and die
away; but ere it dies away, while its last echoes still linger on the ear,
a new sound shall be heard; a sound" like the voice of many waters "
shall sweep over the earth and fill the skies with melody-it shall be
the hallelujah-chorus sung by saints and angels, rolling in like mighty
waves, and bUlisting in thunder round the throne of God.
M. M.
Liverpool.
STUDY the tenderness and compassion of Christ over His afflicted
people. Oh, think if the devil had but the mixing of my cup-how much
more bitter would he make it! There would not be one drop of mercy
in it; but here, is much mercy mixed with my troubles. There is
mercy in this-that it is no worse. Am I afflicted? It is of the Lord's
mercies I am not consumed-it might have been hell as well as this.
There is mercy in His supports under it. I might have been left as
others have been to sink and perish under my burdens. Mercy in
deliverance out of it-this might have been everlasting darkness that
should never have had a morning. Oh, the tenderness of Christ over
His afflicted.-Flavel.
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'Jrotes:Hant lI3eacon.
PRIESTHOOD.
A LECTURE DELIVERED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE CHURCH
ASSOCIATION, BY THE REV. HUGH M'NEILE, D.D., CANON OF CHESTER,
AT ST. JAMES'S HALL, LONDON, ON TUESDAY, FEB. 12TH, 1867.
THERE is a retribution in Divine Providence, and duty cannot be
neglected with eventual impunity. It is not too much to say that
the present state of our national Church, as a house divided against
itself, is retributive for duty neglected somewhere. I do not say
where; probably in more directions than one. We make no pretence
to infallibility of judgment, or to absolute blamelessness of conduct,
and therefore we willingly accept our share of the verdict of neglect for
time past, whilst we humbly pray our heavenly Father that for the
time to come we may perceive and know what things we ought to do
and also have grace and power faithfully to fulfil the same.
In complying with the request of the Committee of the Church
Association to deliver one of the Lectures in their Course, I feel myself
in the path of duty, and therein I feel the elements of peace and quietness in the midst of much that is calculated to create distrust.
My subject is Priesthood. My object is twofold. First, Instruction
in truth; and secondly, Defence against error. If no error eXIsted,
-direct instruction in truth would be all that is required, as in the absence
-of disease wholesome food is all that a man stands in need of; but as
in the presence of disease medicme is necessary as well as food, so in
the presence of error controversy is indispensable, as well as instruction.
Is controversy an evil? So is medicine. Is medicine, skilfully admin·
istered, beneficial? So is controversy. It is, indeed, possible to
forget this remedial cha.racter of controversy, and to become fond of
it for its own sake, as it is possible, however strange, for a student of
anatomy to become enamoured of d:ssection. But it is also possible
to endure controversy as an evil and to discharge it as a duty, while
we sincerely grieve over it as a painful necessity. It is possible also,
1 hope, to conduct it with due regard to our own characters as Christians
and gentlemen, and with due courtesy towards our opponents, however
seriously, or even fatally mistaken we may conscientiously believe
them to be.
Priesthood is a remedial institution. It presupposes the existence
of evil to be remedied. If man had never fallen from God, this world
would never have heard the sound of remedy, because it would never
have felt the touch of disease. But, as it is, the whole history of the
world, in every department, is a history of remedy. Politically, all
laws, all forms of government, all constitutions, are remedies devised
by the best wisdom of civilized and educated men to guard against
what would otherwise be the unrestrained barbarism of human society.
Socially, all relationships of life, beginning with the sanctity of the
marriage contract, are remedies against what would otherwise be the
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mere animal herdings of brutalized man; and, Religiously, all applications of revealed truth, administered as they are by the hands of a.
competent and divmely-appointed Priest, are remedies ordained in
the wisdom and goodness of God to guard against what would otherwise be the utterly ruinous condition of the whole human race.
We have said, ~nd said it so often that it has become a proverb,
that" prevention is better than cure." Now, in the most important
subject of all Almighty God has not thought so. He has not acted
so. His love towards mankind has not been manifested by prevention in the garden of Eden, but by cure in the garden of Gethsemane.
In the exercise of a wisdom which is not to be fathomed by man's
foolishness, He did not interpose to prevent the necessity of Priesthood; but He did interpose, by the appointment of a Priesthood, to·
meet the necessity.
A priest is a man appointed of God to do three things for other
men-to teach them (the priest's lips should keep knowledge), to
offer sacrifices for their sins, and to pray for their help and happiness..
All these are remedial. If man had never fallen from God, there
would have been no ignorance of God among men, and therefore no
occasion for teaching; there would have been no sin against God, and
therefore no occasion for sacrifice; no helplessness and misery, and
therefore no occasion for intercession. Or had fallen man retained.
power to recover lumself, to make satisfaction for his own sins to the
Divine government, and to restore himself to the Divine image, there
would have been no occasion for Priesthood; for then each individual
would either have exercised the power witlun him and recovered and.
saved himself, or, neglecting to do so, would have continued alienated
and lost for ever. Or had it pleased God to allow the fall of the first
man to become irremediable for the whole race, there would have been
no place for Priesthood. Thus we perceive that from the fallen and
helpless condition of man on one side, and the redeeming mercy of
God on the other, sprang the institution of Priesthood.
It was the purpose of Almighty God to make this institution perfect
in His dear Son-the everlasting Son of the Father, co-equal and
co-eternal, Who in the beginning was with God, and was God. He
was foreordained before the foundation of the world to take the manhood mto God, and to be the perfect Teacher, the all-sufficient Sacrifice,
and the ever-living Intercessor. To Him men were to look for knowledge of God, to Him for pardon and merit, to Him for sympathy and
peace, to Him for happiness and glory. True religion among men
was in every instance to be a negotiation with God through Him-a
truly Divinely-appointed and altogether competent Priest-God and
Man in one Christ.
It was not the Divine purpose to send that Priest into the world
immediately when He was first required. Four thousand years of
the history of a fallen world were to elapse before the foreordained
Priest appeared. But during that time God did not leave HImself
without witness. I speak not now of the witness of nature and con-
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science, under which some men did indeed make wonderful progress in
civilization, and produced masterpieces of art, of eloquence, of poetry,
of heroism. But, singular enough, and most significantly instructive,
during all that time, whatever progress they made in other departments, they made none in the knowledge of God In the wisdom of
God, the world by wisdom knew not, and proved that they knew not,
God.
They continued to worship the works of therr own hands, and the
most advanced amongst them had their highest altars inscribed to.
an unknown and unknowable idol. But there was a closer witness.
It pleased God to select a people from the nations, and to educate
them by a practice well calculated to accustom the human mind to
the great cardinal, fundamental truth, that without the shedding of
blood, which is the life-without inflicting death, which is the wages
of sin-there could be no remission of sin. In order to teach them
this, He was pleased to appoint priests, and to specify all the details
of their peculiar duties.
The Jewish worshipper was taught,that, however sincere and devout
he mIght be, he could not transact his own business with God, he
could not come direct to God, he must put his case into the hands of
another, and that other was the priest; thus giving wonderful power,
and place, and importance to the man so employed. He stood between
God and men. All the religious feelings and exercises of the people
had reference to the priest. Every pang of conscious guilt drove the
sinner to the priest, because only by the priest could the appointed
sacrifice for guilt be offered. Every experience of SOlTOW, or want,
or weakness drove the sufferer to the priest, because only by the priest
could the acceptable intercession be made before the mercy-seat.
Everi deliverance from sickness or disease drove the grateful worsillpper to the priest, because only by the priest could the freewiIJ
offering appointed be presented before God.
J udaism in all this was a shadow of good things then future. It was
God's own primer, or first lesson-book, whereby He was teacillng
Christianity by object-lessons. The measures WIth which the coming
truth was seen through the existing shadow were very various in
various individuals; some resting in the shadow itself as in a formal act,
and seeing little or nothing beyond; others penetrating through the
shadow, and anticipating, with wonderful clearness, the eternal truth
foreshadowed by the passing figure.
So matters stood until Jesus came. Then was a period of transition
between Judaism and Christianity. During the ministry of Jesus
upon earth the transition was going on. The Great Teacher was
come, and was giving His Divine lessons; but the Great Sacrifice
was not yet offered. The Great Intercessor had not yet entered into
the true holy place. This will explain the treatment of the leper by
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. When the leper came to Him,
He did not simply desire him to go to the priest; that would have been
unmitigated Judaism. Neither did He cure him at once, and send
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him home, ignoring altogether the existence of a priest upon earth;
that would have been perfected Christianity. But it was a time of
transition. Judaism was expiring indeed. The last sands were
running out of its glass, but it was not yet actually superseded. Christianity was there, but had not entered into all its functions. Both
were there, and the Lord's treatment partook of both. He cured the
leper with a word, thereby showing that the Jewish priest, with all
his ceremonies, was no longer required; still he was there. And
Jesus recognized his office, saying, " Go, show yourself to the priest,
and offer him the accustomed gift according to law," and this, He said,
would be a testimony unto them. Now, we may very fitly ask, a
testimony of what? Imagine the circumstances and cogitations of
the priest when the man went to him. How comes this? Here is a
man happily cured without our ceremonies, independent of us, and
yet he acknowledges our office, and comes with a gift. It was a testimony of two things. First, that there was an Individual in Israel
Who was independent of, and superior to, all their ceremonies; and,
secondly, that, although independent of them, He was friendly towards
them, and willing to honour their great Lawgiver. This was calculated
to cause serious thoughts. There is a time for all thmgs. There was
a time for Judaism; its time was rapidly expiring. Jesus, the great
Teacher, became soon after the all-sufficient sacrifice; then, rising from
the dead, and passing into the heavens, He became the everlasting,
Intercessor. The shadows had passed away; the heavenly realities
were come. "God took away the first, that He might establish the
second." "There was verily a disannulling of the commandment
going before, for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof.·'
There was a special difficulty in prevailing upon the Jews to admit
that their priesthood had been temporary, and was now to be abolished.
This difficulty arose partly from their knowledge that the priesthood
in question was of Divine appointment originally, and that their
forefathers had for centuries lived under it, worshipping the true
God; and partly from the fact that the abuses which had crept into
its exercise in the course of years had greatly contributed both to the
pride of the priest and to the indolence of the people.
The first controversy that Christianity had to wage with Judaism
was with reference to the coming of Messiah. Was Messiah come?
Was Jesus of NazarethMessiah? This was the battle-ground on
which the Apostles started, and with great power they gave witness to
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, proving that this is very Christ.
But that was not the only controversy they had; nor was it the controversy respecting which the Apostles wrote with the greatest care.
There was another which may be called an inner controversy, not with
Jewish unbelievers, but with Judaizing professors of Christianity.
The state of many of the Jews was described in the language addressed
to St. Paul when he came to Jerusalem: "Thou seest, brother, how
many thousands of Jews there are which believe, and they are all
zealous of the law." They were willing to receive Christianity provided
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they might have it in addition to Judaism, but they were not willing
to have it instead of Judaism. It was this state of mind the Apostles
had to combat. They had to show that the two things could not
co-exist; that the relation they bore to one another was not that of
parts making up a whole, but that of type and antitype; the one in
existence till the other came, and then vanishing away. Shall Judaism
survive 1 Is there any place left for it? It is against this that some
of the strongest arguments are directed in the Epistle to the Hebrews,
and more especially in the Epistle to the Galatians. In that Epistle
the Apostle not only argues, but illustrates. He compares Judaism
and Cnristianity to the two Covenants, which were allegorized by the
two wives of the patriarch Abraham. They could no more be made
one religion than Hagar and Sarah could be made one woman; and
theIr disciples could be no more united in one Church than Isaac and
Ishmael could be made one child. The children of the bondwoman
are not to be, and never can be, heirs with the children of the free
woman. Having so argued, and so iIJustrated that point, the Apostle
exc1all;ned, " Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath
made us free, and be not entangled again in the yoke of bondage.
Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall
profit you nothing." Circumcision was the initial rite of Judaism,
and is here put for the whole system. If you retain J udaism, you cannot
embrace Christianity. If you hold to the priest that is on earth,
you must relinquish the Priest that is in heaven.
At the crisis of the abolition of Judaism and the introduction of
Christianity another answer had been gi.ven to this question, although
it was not perceived at the time. It had been given, not by a voice,
but by a hand from heaven. For remember this, every act of Judaism,
every detail of typical ritual, every sacrifice offered, every lamp lighted,
every incense burned, every attitude of the celebrant priest, stood
inseparably connected with the holy place upon earth which was
veiled from view by a curtain. Every act outside was preparatory to
the crowning act inside. The whole was incomplete till the high
priest went behind the veil. Take away the veil, the whole crumbled
to pieces. There was neither form, nor comeliness, nor meaning left
in any part of it: and lo! when the true Priest offered the true
sacrifice, when the Lord Jesus bowed His head upon the cross, and
gave up the ghost, behold the veil of the temple was rent in twain
from the top to the bottom-I say it was God's own abolition of
Judaism by a hand from heaven.
Of this abolition the Jews had intimation in their own Scriptures,
and for this they might have been prepared had they duly attended
to the history of Abraham, and the language of David. For there
they would have learned that not any mortal man, but a Priest frJm
heaven, met the patriarch and received his homage: not any mortal
man, for He was greater than Abraham, and blessed him, and there
was not on the earth at the tIme a greater man than Abraham: nor
any mortal man, for the Psalmist declared concerning Him that He is a
Priest for e1Jer.
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From all this, they might have known, as the Apostle afterwards
taught, that a Priest was commg, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life: the true Melchisedec,
the true Priest of the most HIgh God, not made without an oath and
for a time, as was Aaron; but with an oath by Him that said unto
Him, " The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a Priest for ever
after the order of the King of Righteousness."
Is there, then, no priest upon earth ~ In the sense of an offerer
for sin I am bold to say, none. That is, none of God's appointment.
There are abundance of priests of man's invention or corrupt tradition.
There are priests of Bhuddism, priests of Mahommedanism, priestE of
Romanism; I wish I could stop there. But the only priests of God's
appointment upon earth were the priests of Judaism, and they were
all merged in Him of Whom it is written that He abideth a Priest continually. They were not permitted to continue by reason of death;
but this Man, because He continueth ever, hath an untransmissible
priesthood.
And now Christianity is come, cleared of external things down to
a very minimum. Not in the tabernacle, not in the temple, not on
the mountains of Samaria, not in the city of Jerusalem are men now
to worship, but everywhere. God is a Spirit. The hour was coming,
and Jesus said it was then come, when they who worship the Father
must worship Him in spirit and in truth. To the Samaritans He said,
" Ye know not what ye worship." "Salvation," He said, "is of the
Jews." They knew, or might have known-some of them did knowwhat they worshipped, but there was no access to God except through
the Jews. "Salvation was of the Jews." I pray you to study the
words addressed to the Samaritan woman in the 4th chapter of the
Gospel of St. John.
But in the face of all the spirituality so introduced, man's nature
remains the same, and the natural man receiveth not the things of
the Spirit of God. Now, if Christianity consists of the things of the
Spirit of God, and if the natural man receives not the things of the
Spirit of God, what is he to do with Christianity ~ He must either
reject it altogether, or he must introduce into it things that are not
things of the Spirit of God, and call them Christianity. This is what
has been done. The great majority of those who professed Christianity
from the beginning have been under the dominion of superstition,
and superstition revels in e:1>."ternal ceremonial. What else can it do ~
Stirred by its fears to take some action, and not having faith in the
things that are· not seen, what can it do but busy itself with the
things that are seen ~ Therefore its priests must be visible, its confession must be addressed to something visible, its absolution must
be pronounced by something visible. Instead of the hidden unction
of the Holy One, it must have visible oil: instead of hidden godly
sorrow, it must have visible penance. It walks by sight. This is not
Christiani.ty. This is a caricature of ancient Judaism, and like other
caricatures it goes beyond its model in the way of excess. The Jewish
48
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priesthood offered sacrifices for the living, and for the living only. It
remained for the exaggeIation presented to the world by the great
apostasy from the Christian faith to offer sacrifices not only for the
living but for the dead.
You are aware that the point I have now reached has been matter
of controversy in this country for the last 300 years. But it has
recently become a matter of more pressing urgency, because some of
our own Clergy claim all that the priests of the Church of Rome have
ever claimed, and one of our own bishops-I am sorry to be obliged
to say, but I must say it, because it is so-one of our own bishops has
publicly declared that the English clergy are justified in believing
that they have committed to them the same powers which the priests
of the Catholic Church, both in the East and in the West, have ever
claimed for their inheritance. This has made it a matter of such gravity
as to demand interference-interference, if we are to be watchmen at
all. This is one of the titles by which we are called in our ordination" watchmen." What is a ~at<lhman for ~ To sleep while others
sleep ~ To sleep while others wake ~ What is he good for ~ He is
to be awake when others sleep, and he is to cry out when danger
approaches, and make his voice heard. There is matter now for
interference--I say, if we are to be watchmen at all-interference
not by harsh language, not by calling opprobrious names without
argument, as we have been slanderously reported, and as some affi.rm
that we do. Where is the proof of it ~ I have been arguing for this
half hour,. and hope I have not used a single word that can deserve
such a charge. And now, when I enter into the second branch of the
subject, and come to the controversial, I hope still to refrain from
saying a word that can be called personally dIsrespectful of my brother
Clergymen. But I will not refrain from stating what I believe to be
truth concerning the fatal heresies which are creeping into our Church.
(To be continued.)
GRACE, in Scripture, admits of a double acceptation-proper and
improper. We usually take grace for that which is improperly grace;
for we commonly call grace those Divine qualities and virtues, and
holy dispositions and actions, wherewith we are possessed, by which
we do improve and employ ourselves in the world. This we usually
call grace; and in some sense it is grace: but that which is most
properly grace, is nothing else but merely favour and bounty, and
loving-kindness itself; and consequently, all sanctification is Dot
so properly grace itself, as the fruit of grace. God first casts His favour
and loving-kindness upon a person, then out of His favour flow the
several fruits of His lovinO'-kindneps; and the fruits are those fruits
of the Spirit frequently ~entioned by the Apostle. Now, Christ is
a way to grace.in both these respects; Christ is a way to favour and
loving-kindness in God; Christ is a way to all fruits or graces, as you
call them.-Dr. Crisp.
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QtOtte~ponbente.

THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,I gratefully thank you for your cheering words in this month's
number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. As we are nearing the end of
another year of labour, I would earnestly plead with the friends of
truth to remember the words, " Freely ye have received, freely give."
To minister to the Lord's Servants who are working amongst our
soldiers and sailors is a truly delightful service. Our parcels and
boxes of sound truth are heartily welcomed by many workers in this
and other lands, when their cupboards are bare. The following letters
of appreciation have just reached me. From a missionary to sailors:
" Your parcel of books came duly to hand, for which please accept
best thanks. You will be glad to know that these books are of great
service amongst the sailors." From a worker amongst soldiers:
" Thank you very much for your kind contribution of books, which
will be much appreciated, and are all extremely nice." From a
He doeth all
soldier; "Thank you for the books you have sent.
things well.' I shall be able to use the tracts and books amongst the
men, and trust that many may be led to Him."
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL, November, 1911.
I

"THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,As one of the trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, I was glad to
read your note in the last issue with regard to its financial position. I
am convinced that it is a wise course to take your readers into confidence and let them know how matters stand. It is of course mainly
through your exertions, under God, that the MAGAZINE has been continued to the present time, and I hope that fact is generally recognized.
It seems to me, however, that the work of maintaining and extending
the usefulness of the MAGAZINE might well be shared to a greater extent
by your readers generally. Indeed, it must rest with them primarily
to introduce it among new friends, and so help to fill the gaps which
have been caused of late by death. There are many, I am sure, who
would value the MAGAZINE if it were brought to their notice; and I would
urge that there should be a widespread and prayerful effort to introduce
it in quarters where it is not at present known. This might be effected
by a more systematic lending or passing 011 of copies when read, or by
supplying the funds for copies to be sent out by the publisher.
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The Fund which was raised when the Trust was formed, too, is not
sufficient to push the MAGAZINE .adequately; and it would be a great
encouragement to the Trustees, yourself included, if your wealthy
readers would supply us with the needful resources.
Although the principles of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE are not often
proclaimed in our pulpits to-day, we believe them to be in accordance
with the Word of God, ,and on that account it is imperative that they
should be held fast to and spread to the fullest extent of our powers.
There are signs here and there, too, that the teaching for which this
MAGAZINE stands is again asserting itself, and sometimes in unlikely
places. Within the past month or so there has been published by the
"Student Christian Movement" an address delivered by Professor
Cairns on " The Vocation of Scotland," from which I venture to quote:
"What was it in Calvinism," he asks, "which gave it its mastery
over so many of our strongest and noblest natures, and schooled them
to such depth and strength as we have seen in those whom we loved
and reverenced? Surely it was, above all, that Calvinism had great
thoughts of God. It endeavoured to see all things under the aspect of
eternity. It went deep as the grave, high as the eternal throne. It
took man's little life, with its laughter and its tears; it took man's
little world of humanity, with its monarchs and its beggars; it took
Nature, with her sun, and moon, and stars, and earth, and sea, and
set them in the presence of the Lord God Omnipotent, and His vast
eternity, and His immutable will, and in that awful Presence they
shrank to their true proportions; they were nothing, because He was
All. God is the Sovereign Lord-there is the fundamental note of
Calvinism. You must feel it, said the stern teacher, before you can
understand His grace. Here is the fundamental idea." And again:
" Unless I wholly misread the signs of the times, the nobler spirit of
our times is beginning to get a little weary of Nature and of Man, and
is yearning once more after the manifestation of the glory of God. It
is seeking after that which Calvin sought, and which, with the means
which the knowledge of Scripture and the forms of thought of his day
.gave him, he gave the men of his age. It seeks for a coherent view
of God, and the world, and the soul, which will do justice-so far as
the mind of man can do justice to such a theme-to that which is the
very soul of all religious faith, the absoluteness and sole fundamental
reality of the Lord God Omnipotent."
I think your readers will be cheered, as I have been, in reading these
words. The publication of this address should, it seems to me, put
heart into us, and make us bolder in proclaiming our message and
spreading the principles of the MAGAZINE, which are founded on God's
imperishable Truth. "Let us not be weary in well doing, fat in due
season we shall reap if we faint not."
Believe me, dear Mr. Ormiston,
26, F ARNABY ROAD,
Yours very sincerely,
BROMLEY, KENT, Nov. 14th, 1911.
F. PERROT!'.
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MISQUOTATION.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL

MAGAZINE.

DEAR BROTHER,-I was very pleased to read your quotation from
Dr. Salmon's work touching the Papal claim that St. Peter was bishop
of Rome, and to find that he was dead against that baseless assumption,
although not so firm against St. Peter's martyrdom at Rome as I think
he might have been. In this, however, he is countenanced by Bishop
Lightfoot. But the point whICh greatly interested me was his exposure
of Cardinal Wiseman's misquotation of Irenoous. The habit of
misquotation is, I fear, inherent in Roman controversialists. I once
had a controversy with a Roman priest in Yorkshire, in the course of
which I quoted from Montalembert's Moines d'Occident. The priest
denied my quotation point blank, asserting his familiarity with the
works of Montalembert. As I knew he was stating a falsehood, I took
my copy of Montalembert's works, Paris edition, to the office of the
leading local newspaper, and challenged "Father" Burns to inspect
it. He did not accept my challenge nor confess his error.
But to return to Cardinal Wiseman's habit. The most glaring
example perhaps was in his controversy with the late Bishop Turton,
when Dean of Peterborough, respecti.ng the language of Dr. Tittman
in his Commentary on the Sixth Ohapter of St. John. Wiseman professed
to quote Dr. Tittman, but Bishop Turton, in his reply to Wiseman's
lectures, showed that either he had never read Tittman's Commentary,
or having read it, deliberately misrepresented the author's language.
Apropos this controversy, I may relate a personal incident. Some
years ago I was visiting the parish church of Herne, where Ridley was
Rector at one time, and where it is saId the Te Deum was first said in
English... But, unhappily, the Rector at the time of my visit was an
unworthy successor of Ridley, and the chancel of the church had been
altered Romanwise. The clerk was pointing my attention to the
tomb of the lady of the Manor, won by Ridley's ministry to the
Reformed faith. As we were thus occupied, an English pervert to'
Romamsm came up and addressed me. Pointing to the arrangements
of the chancel, he said, " Not a bad imitation of an altar." "So much
the worse," I said, " for in the Church of Christ there is but one altar,
one Priest, one Sacrifice." "Oh," he replied, " have you read Cardinal
Wiseman's lectures on the sixth of St. John?" "Yes," I said, " and
also Bishop Turton's reply to them." On this he was dumb, and
retreated, while the old clerk (a sailor) exclaimed, " You carried too
many guns for that craft."
J. N. WORSFOLD.

" As to thy burden, be content to bear it, until thou comest to the
place of deliverance, for there it will fall from thy back of itself."Bunyan.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.

THE Committee gratefully acknowledge the contributions received
from readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE in California, Australia, and
New Zealand. Letters have been sent to these friends, but this
reference in the MAGAZINE will, it is hoped, suggest to others of the
Lord's people in distant lands to help their poor" kindred in Christ"
in the Motherland. It is the spiritual tie which is the strongest of all,
and" the love of God shed abroad in the heart, by the Holy Ghost,"
which is the enduring motive power. "One family we dwell in Him."
During the month the Secretary has visited CoInbrook and Richmond, where collections were made, and the Lantern Lecture has
.also been given at Deeping. A collection has also been made at
Cavendish Place Chapel, Eastbourne, for so many years the place of
the ministry of that eminent preacher, the late Rev. A. J. Baxter.
Other collections have also been sent, to the heartening of the Committee in their ministration to God's aged poor, of whom 1634 are
-on the books.
It is the evening of life with the pensioners; the snow-white locks,
bent frame, and tottering steps plainly indicating that the twilight
110ur has arrived. Old age, with its flagging spirits, torpid faculties,
and growing infirmities, with losses that have each left a wound in the
heart, and griefs that have each drawn a furrow on the brow, is, unless
sustained by the consolations and hopes of the everlasting Gospel,
a dark and dreary time. The uplifting and gladdening grace of God
is perhaps never more apparent than when it irradiates old age, when
" Life's sun a longer shadow throws,
And all things whisper of repose;
Our toilsome journey soon will close,
And we shall reach our Home."
. The three following extracts from pensioners' letters speak for
-themselves: "It is with gratitude I acknowledge the increase of my
pension. It is a relief to my mind, as it is all I have to depend on, and a
shilling or two besides that I work for. May the blessing of the Lord
rest on the Society and all interested in it." "Oh! the joy I felt in
finding that my pension had been raised. I cannot describe it, as I have
been so sorely tried, having a sister to provide for and often to nurse,
with scarcely anything to do it with, and myself going short, in order
to meet expenses. What a relief to my mind to receive lOs. 6d. more;
thanks to my God and to the Society." "Since I had my last pension
I have received a legacy, left by an uncle twenty-seven years ago, which
my aunt had for her use, and she lived to the age of ninety-two. We
knew nothing about it till after her death; and now when we need it most
-the Lord hath granted it; so that I feel pleasure in thinking that my
retirement will make room for another needy one. I can never forget
when I first received my pension, how the Lord's hand was visible,
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as I had a daughter in consumption at the time, needing more than I
could get her; so that I can truly say, ' God is a very present help in
trouble.' "
Too often the candidates are found to be bearing the heavy burden
of material labour and mentally corroding care, which could easily be
taken off their wearied shoulders and harassed minds at a trifling
expenditure of money. How often remarks like these may be heard:
" If we can but keep the roof over our heads, if we can only keep our
bits of sticks together, we can manage to Jive somehow." Such
tried and exercised ones, the pensions of the Society enable to maintain their little homes and to spend their declining days near to the
houses of prayer they love and those dear to them by family ties.

A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE King and Queen left England for India on Saturday, Nov. 11th.
" It is the first time that an Emperor and Empress from the West have
visited India, although King Edward went there as Prince of Wales,
and King George and Queen Mary are both of them already familiar
with that romantic land. But the present visit is the first of its kind
in history, and at Bombay, Delhi, Calcutta, and elsewhere, the preparations for entertaining their Majesties are on a most lavish scale of
Oriental colour and magnificence." The King and Queen are expected
to arrive at Bombay on Dec. 2nd, and after visiting Delhi and Calcutta,
they hope to embark for England on Jan. 7th, and to arrive at Portsmouth on Jan. 29th. We hope our readers will pray that the Lord
may preserve and keep them during their absence, and also that He
may watch over and bless the Royal children.
It has been officially announced that the King has been pleased to
approve of the appointment of the Right Rev. Thomas Wortley Drury,
D.D., Bishop of Sodor and Man, to be Bishop of Ripon, in the place
of the Right Rev. William Boyd Carpenter, D.D., resigned.

The following resolution, unanimously passed at the recent ha1£yearly meeting of the Shropshire Evangelical Union, has been forwarded to the Secretaries of the Church Missionary Society: "That,
in view of the supreme importance of safeguarding the simplicity and
purity of the Gospel message to th"l heathen, this meeting of the Shropshire Evangelical Union, held in Shrewsbury on October 17, 1911,
respectfully and earnestly desires to represent to the Committee of the
Church Missionary Society the desirability of arranging that only those
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should be· as-k~d to address outgoing Missionaries of the C.M.S., who
~r~ in thorough sym;mthy with the distinctive principles of the Society."
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At the ,.AutumhCo.D.ference ,oft4e Church Association, recently held
at Birmingham" the foJ-lowing. r~solution was passed at a large and
eritlI:usiaati'c mlleting, held in the Midlan9- Institute :'( Whereas, .ll.t the:present time, a'large and increasing number of the
.Cle,rgy: operilf. teach and propagate the false doctrine of Eucharistic
"Sacrifice, iD whi«h tlillbody and blood of Christ are alleged to be offered
on"analtar'}>y;t!ie hands-of a sacrificing priest, as a propitiation for the
living andt4e dead; aIidwhereas they openly practise and teach the
idolatroul! 'Yors~ip- of Oh:rist under. the forms of bread and wine; and
as r~served -the,reiIi, 1ea:ding to superstitious observances, contrary to
Article XXV,; wpich condemns the parrying about, lifting up, or worshipping of the sacramep.t; it'ts"hereby resolved that the proposal to
submit the Prayer-Book for ~evision to experts of the type of 'Father'
Frere, of the Mirfield Monastery, is full of danger, and calculated to
ensure the prevalence of Romish error and Romish ritual in the Church
of E n g l a n d . '
.
" And, further, the declaration of Convocation that by such revision
no sanction is intended to be given to any doctrine other than what is
set forth in the Prayer-Book and Articles is misleading and calculated
to deceive. If true, it would furnish the best possible reason for not
corrupting or tampering with our existing Communion ~ervice by the
retrograde restoration of the very errors which were expunged at the
Reformation, and 3:re denounced in the 39 Articles. It is the duty of
loyal Churchmen to resist strenuously all, such perversions, and. to
poin(out the true nature and danger of the sacerdotal reaction."
J

JEsus" (Rev. xix. 10). Compiled by A. BERE~U.
Pp. 80. Is. net. (London: JOHN OUSELEY, 6, Fleet La.ne,
Farringdon Street, E.C.)
This little book is entirely to our mind-it is essentially the Word
orGod, and not of man. It speaks the wonderful counsel of J ehqyah
-':Father,rSon, and Holy Spirit. The author exhibits great discriinjp.ation in his arrangement of the sacred passages selected and placed
under the several leading heads. It is suitable for prayerful distribution_by.-God's dear people, and we heartily recommend it.
"
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