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SAFE!
" My times are in Thy hands."-PSALM xxxi. 15.

A FEW short but momentous hours now lay between the sinburdened REDEEMER and the awful scene and sufferings of Calvary.
"FATHER, the hour is come: glorify Thy SON, that Thy SON also
may glorify THEE" (John xvii. 1). The awful apprehension of
the approaching c'Urse grew constantly upon Him, and a horrible
dread overwhelmed Him-such as smpasses the worst that the
holiest of men can conceive! "Behold, and see if there be
any sorrow like unto My sorrow" (Lam. i. 12).
But He found deliverance by trusting in the ALMIGHTY ARM of
J EHOVAH-His GOD ;-" I flee unto THEE to hide Me " (Ps. cxliii. 9).
That" Me," brethren, meant Rest. He trusted, and entered into
Peace. He was the resting-place for others. He bade them come
unto Him, and He would relieve their toils. They came, and He
faithfully rested them. They ceased from their own works, and He
kept His blessed Word. His Gospel was their goal. Weary, and
bowed down, they trusted, they ventured, rolled on Him their
burden, and He lightened them. The precious blood of His atonement, brought to their needy souls by the ever-gracious SPIRIT,
and applied to them by His effectual power, ministered peace, liberty,
/
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and a joy passing all understanding. When liberty of soul is
ministered to a poor captive sinner who has passed through the
strait gate and trodden the narrow painful way which leads into
life -eternal, he beholds all things as "new," and sorrow is turned
into joy. MR. FLEMING, in his "Fulfilling of the Scriptures," mentions the case of a man who had been not only a notorious and
abandoned sinner, but also so stupid and brutish that he was
looked upon as almost beyond the reach of any means of grace.
But when waiting the execution of the sentence of death in the
prison of Ayr, Scotland, the SPIRIT wrought a wonderful change in
his heart. This was followed by such a sweet sense of pardon, that
when he came to the scaffold he could not cease crying to the people,
" Oh, He is a GREAT FORGIVER! He is a GREAT FORGIVER!" And
he added the remarkable words, "Now hath perfect love cast out
fear. I know GOD hath nothing to lay against me, for JESUS
CHRIST hath paid all, and those are free whom the SON makes
free." This poor soul had indeed tasted deep Gospel truth-the
"hidden things" of the kingdom, the dainty things of the KING'S
palace.
It was once said by his doctor to a dying Minister of CHRIST, " Sir,
you are drawing near the grave, and I think, if you have any
accounts to settle, you had better settle them." The dying PASTOR
quietly replied, "I have no accounts to settle; I owe nothing to
man, and my SAVIOUR has paid all my debts to GOD!" The witness
which the HOLY GHOST bears to the believer that his ways and
walk in CHRIST please GOD, sustain his spirit and bear him along
the way of life prosperously-and, though" faint, yet pursuing," is
the standard of his course. His" times are in His hands," and
there the poor, weak child of GOD is content implicitly to leave
them, for he knows that He doeth all things well, leadeth by right
paths, and tenderly loveth at all times.
How pleasant are the" sought out" ways of the GOOD SHEPHERD,
by which He is pleased to lead the spiritual sheep of His pastureall, so wisely, so gently, so tenderly, and so Divinely! How perspicuously also. does He make the hidden path of His Covenantleading providences appear to the eye of faith! Well has the Book
of JOB declared, "There is a path which no fowl knoweth, and
which the yulture's eye hath not seen: the lion's whelps have not
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trodden it, nor the fierce lion passed by it" (Job xxvm. 7, 8). This
is "the secret way" by which the wisdom of JEHOVAH leads the
objects of His redeeming love, and indulges their souls with the
choice delicacies of His everlasting treasures.
As the late beloved SIR ARTHUR BLACKWOOD, in his loving
way, said at the Mildmay Conference, in 1879-," During these
days we have been under His guidance, Who is 'the SHEPHERD
of His people. He has been leading us in the green pastures of His
Word and beside the still waters; and though He has seen so much
failure in us all, and alas! so much unwillingness to be led, yet as
the GREAT SHEPHERD of the sheep He has been leading us, and He
has brought us into His chambers. And just in proportion as we
are looking after Him, yielding ourselves to Him, and following
Him, will He continue to lead us beside the still waters. Man
cannot bring us. There is only one Man, the GOD-MAN CHRIST
JESUS, Who can bring anyone along the banks of this river and
through its waters. May we all be able to say in its sevenfold
power, 'He brought me.' And notice His gradual dealings with
His servants. It was step by step that He led the prophet into
these further depths into which he was to enter. Is it not so with
us? It is very tender of Him to lead us so gradually, is it not?
He does not lead us out of our depth all at once, but gives us confidence by this gradual leading. We are brought to where it is ankle
deep, then to the loins, then to where it cannot' be passed over.'
Whether we take this river to represent the river of life, or the
river of love, it is the purpose of our GOD to lead us to that place
where it is 'a river that cannot be passed over,' where we lose
ourselves in the depths of His love, and losing our own foothold are,
as it were, swallowed up in Him, It is as we get an experimental
knowledge of JESUS Himself that we find Hll is able to sustain in
these great depths. The waters do not sustain those who are
walking by them, but when we commit ourselves to them, then
they bear us up. Deep water is for swimming in. When we lose
sight of ourselves and commit ourselves wholly to Him, then He
bears up. May He thus lead us, saying to each one, ' Son of man,
hast thou seen this?' May He cause us not ouly to stand on the
brink of the river, but to plunge in, and trUlit Him wholly to carry
UB over.
Let us present ourselves to Him a living sacrifice, and we
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shall find He is able to sustain us. Oh, what heights, what depths,
are before us in His ' PLEASURE!' We have gone high in considering the PURPOSE of GOD, and very high in considering THE POWER
of GOD; but it seems to me as if GOD would, in one sense, lead us
higher and deeper still. He would lead us away from resting in our
own enjoyment of His truth into sympathy with Himself in His
, pleasure,' in CHRIST and in the Church. How seldom do we rise
to that! We may be often much taken up with the things which
are of GOD, and yet be far below His 'pleasure,' and so do not
enter into His heart nor enjoy sympathy with Him in what pleases
Him. How often are we in the condition of one who, when urged
to give up something inconsistent, said, ' I would give it up directly
if I thought it endangered my soul's salvation.' Oh, what a low
level on which to stand! It is not a question of the soul's salvation, for with the believer, blessed be GOD, that was settled eighteen
hundred years ago, but it is the question of GOD'S' good pleasure'
-{)f 'pleasing GOD.' Being saved, we should seek to rise into
sympathy with what pleases Him, into the enjoyment of His·
CHRIST and the carrying out of His purposes. Let us pray GOD
that we may indeed be led lower; and may enter into the words
of the hymn :'Day by day His tender mercy,
Healing, helping, full and free;
Sweet and strong, and ah! so patient,
Bronght me lower, while I whispered,
Less of self and more of THEE.'
And then a step further :'Higher than the highest heavens,
Deeper than the deepest sea,
LORD, Thy love at last has conqnered;
Grant me now my soul's desireNone of self and all of THEE! ' "
In gracious acquiescence with the late dear Srn ARTHUR BLACKWOOD'S spirit, as above quoted, we thirst for a deeper, higher,
fuller sympathy with the aims and purposes of our ascended LORD
JESUS, and a richer fellowship with His higher purposes conceruing
the people of His love!

Clifton, Bristol.

THE EDITOR.
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mlaYllibe j},Otell.
WAITING FOR HIS COMING.
.. Ye turned to God from idols, to serve the living and true God,. and
to wait for His Son from heaven, Whom He raised from the dead,
even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come."-l TRESS.
i. 9, 10.
TRE Apostle here describes the wonderful effects which the preaching of the Gospel had upon his hearers at Thessalonica. The Gospel
came not unto them "in word only, but also in power, and in the
Holy Ghost, and in much assurance." The result being that they
"turned to God from idols, to serve the living and true God; and
to wait for His Son from heaven." Thus those who had been
turned" fr.om darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto
God," were now in the attitude of waiting for the coming of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Their conversion was only recent, nevertheless
the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ was dear to their
hearts. They were waiting for God's Son from heaven.
They waited intelligently for His coming.
Their waiting was the outcome of instruction in this great and
precious truth. During the Apostle's brief stay at Thessalonica he
had evidently proclaimed all the great truths concerning our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. He doubtless preached His incarnation,
His atoning death, His resurrection and ascension into heaven
(see Acts xvii. 1-3). But he also taught them the doctrine of the
Lord's coming. There is an allusion to this in the charge that was
brought against him and those associated with him in the ministry
of the Word. "These all do contrary to the decrees of Cresar'
saying there is ",nother King, one Jesus" (Acts xvii. 7).
When the Lord comes again, He will come as a King. He will
"sit on the throne of His glory." In harmony with this the Apostle
was charged with saying, "There is another King, one Jesus."
Moreover, it is expressly stated in Paul's second Epistle to the
Thessalonians that the Lord's coming was prominent in his teaching
during the time he was with them. Speaking of "the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ," and kindred subjects, he says, "Remember
ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things ~ "
(2 Thess. ii. 5.) There can be no question then that the Apostle
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made much of this great subject. The Lord's coming was prominent
in his teaching, and as a result of the instruction which they had
received, the Thessalonian saints were waiting for the coming again
of their Lord and Master. What an example the Apostle is to
ministers of the Gospel to-day! It is to be feared that in numerous
instances the doctrine of the Lord's coming is seldom if ever
mentioned. Ye_t it is remarkable how full the Word is of this topic.
If the Lord's· people are to intelligently wait for His coming, it is
important that this great event should be prominent in the preaching
of His sent servants. It may not be possible to subscribe to the
details of anyone system of interpretation, but the glorious fact
that the Lord will come again to receive all His people unto Himself
should be frequently proclaimed as the great hope of the Church of
God. There is no truth more comforting to God's tried and afflicted
people. The writer has been struck, while reading some of the
letters of John Bradford, how much this truth cheered his heart,
when a prisoner for ~he truth's sake, and in view of the death at
the stake which awaited him. At the end of his letter to Master
Warcup and others, he says: "Not doubting, but that as He
within three days rose again immortal, even so we shall do in our
time, that is, when the trump shall blow, and the angel shall shout,
and the Son of Man shall appear in the clouds, with innumerable
saints and angels, in majesty and great glory: then shall the dead
arise, and we shall be caught up into the clouds to meet the Lord,
and so be always with Him. Comfort yourselves with these words,
and pray for. me. From prison. 19 November, 1553."
Observe next that the Thessalonian saints waited tor the personal
ooming ot the Lord Jesus Christ.
They waited for God's Son. They waited for Him Who is "the
Son of the living God." They waited for Him Whom God" raised
from the dead, even Jesus." Thus they waited for Him Who had
become flesh, Who was delivered for their offences and Who rose
again for their justification. They waited for Him Who is the
Deliverer of His people from the wrath to come. They were looking
for the personal appearing of the Saviour. For HIM Whom their
souls loved they waited. His coming was the object of their hope.
So it. should be with the Lord's people to-day.. Death mayor may
.ot intervene, but death is not our hope. Christ Himself is " that
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blessed Hope" for which we look. A dear servant of God who is
now in glory wrote: "Our Lord has said, 'Even so; I come
quickly,' and so we may expect His coming, because His truth and
faithfulness make it certain; here is our expectation; but do we
not also desire that which we expect ~ Is not the heart stimulated
in its affections and yearnings by these blessed words ~ Is it not
in response to them that we cry, 'Even so, come, Lord Jesus' ~
Surely our desires should be towards the Person of our Lord, and
He Himself the object of our affections. To see Him, to be with
Him, and to be like Him-this is the crown of oUr hope. Now,
take away the personal element from this hope, and what remains ~
Would not the whole framework of its blessedness be destroyed ~
We seek not that which is the Lord's, but Himself. We desire,
not that which He gives, but Himself, the Giver. We could not
be content to dwell where He was not present. The personal
element, therefore, of the Lord's return is necessary to its being
realized as a hope."
Again, it should be noted that the saints of God at Thessalonica
waited for the visible and manifest return of their Lord.
They were waiting for "His Son from heaven." They expected
that as the Lord had literally ascended into heaven, so He would
literally descend from heaven, and that as His ascension was real
and visible, so His desccnsion would be real and visible. " This
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come
in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven" (Acts i. 11).
Thus, "If they shall say unto you, Behold, He is in the desert;
go not forth: behold, He is in the secret chambers; believe it not.
For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto
the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be " (Matt.
xxiv. 26, 27). "Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye
shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him: and all kindreds
of the earth shall wail because of Him. Even so, Amen."
Waiting for the coming of the Lord characterized the saints in
Old Testament times. Possibly Jacob had this great truth in
mind when he said, "I have waited for Thy salvation, 0 Lord"
(Gen. xlix. 18). The patriarch Job must have been waiting for
His coming when he said, "I know that my Redeemer liveth, and
that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: and though
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after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see
God: Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold,
and not another" (Job xix. 25-27). David, too, "the sweet
psalmist of Israel," was waiting for His coming when he wrote,
" As for me, I will behold Thy face in righteousness: I shall be
satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness" (Ps. xvii. 15). Yes,
there will be mutual satisfaction when we behold His face. " He
shall (then) see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied,"
and His blood-bought people shall also be eternally satisfied. Of
the aged Simeon it is written that he was" just and devout, waiting
for the consolation of Israel," and, doubtless, with the Old Testament
Scriptures before him, he was waiting for the fulfilment of all the
predictions concerning both the first and second coming of the
Messiah. Joseph of Arimathrea "waited for the kingdom of God,"
but there could be no kingdom without the King, and hence it is
evident that he, too, was waiting for the coming of the Lord. This,
too, dear fellow-believers, is to be our attitude. With a deep sense
of the wonderful love and grace of our Redeemer filling our hearts,
we long to behold the face of Him Who loved us and gave Himself
for us. We long for the morning to dawn when He will receive us,
and all His people, unto Himself. He has said, "Surely I come
quickly," and the response of our hearts is, "Even so, come, Lord
Jesus." The Roman Christians who had "the firstfruits of the
Spirit," groaned within themselves, "waiting for the adoption, to
wit, the redemption of our body." The Corinthian saints came
behind in no gift, "waiting for the coming [Greek, revelation] of our
Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. i. 7). Of the Philippian believers it is
written, "Our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ."
That Saviour Himself says to His people, "Let your loins be
girded about, and your lights burning; and ye yourselves like unto
men that wait for their lord" (Luke xii. 35, 36). Many centuries
have elapsed since the Thessalonian saints began to wait for God's
Son from heaven. Their hope of His return has not yet been
fulfilled. But His coming is sure and certain. Heaven and earth
shall pass away, but His Word shall not pass away. His promise
is yea and amen. " Yet a little while, and He that shall come
will come, and will not tarry" (Heb. x. 37). And, when He does
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come, His people, who have long waited for Him, shall not be put
to shame. On the contrary He Himself has said, "They shall not
be ashamed that wait for Me." Then," He will swallow up death
in victory; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces;
and the rebuke of His people shall He take away from off all the
earth: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. And it shall
be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him,
and He will save us: this is the Lord; we have waited for Him,
we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation" (Isa. xxv. 8, 9).
" With' that blessed hope' before us,
Let no harp remain unstrung,
Let the mighty Advent chorus
Onward roll from tongue to tongueMaranatha!
Come, Lord Jesus-quickly come! "
Bath.
THOMAS HOUGHToN.
THE MORNING OF JOY.
" OH! bright will be the wakingThe resurrection dawn!
The day will soon be breaking,
And CHRIST, His kingdom taking,
Will usher in the morn.
" Oh, sweet the rays we borrow
Beforehand from the light!
A few brief hours of sorrow,
, Joy cometh on the morrow,'
Far spent is now the night.
" Oh, rich and rare the treasure
Enwrapt in JESUS' Name!
Oh, who His love can measure?
Or who describe the pleasure
That faith is bold to claim?
"Oh, short the time remaining
For pilgrim-service here;
Then, then no more restraining,
No more a thought of paining
The heart that holds us dear.
"Oh, fair anticipation!
Oh, bliss beyond alloy!
Oh, perfected salvation,
When, LORD, Thy' revelation'
0'erfills our cup of joy."
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WELLSPRINGS.
" In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank Thee, 0 Father,
Lord of .heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these things from tk
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so,
Father; for so it seemed good in Thy sight."-LuKE x. 21.
" I HAVE been speaking to them" (referring to the inmates of one of
our city Institutions), said a dear man of God as we met one Lord's-day
morning recently, "from, 'Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest,' just making it as simple and
plain as I could, and reading to them first from Matt. xviii. where our
Lord declares the entering in of the Kingdom must be ' as a little child.'
We cannot be too simple"; to which the writer agreed, and remarked
how the Lord Jesus came down to our low places; remembered the
frailty of His children, "and as He was wont He taught them again,"
and daily did those slow-hearted, forgetful learners prove His patience
and forbearance. The writer then went on to the House of God,
enjoying meanwhile a sweet meditation supplied by the Spirit of God,
in Whose gracious keeping are all the goings of the saints, and realizing
in some humble measure the delight of Him Who hearkens and hears
and notes it in His Book of Remembrance, as the saints seek to speak
one to another of Him Whom their souls love and would fain love more
perfectly.
The first lesson at church arrested the attention. It was the sweet
story of Naaman the Syrian. A little captive maid was used of God as
the instrument whereby this great man should seek healing for his
leprosy of the prophet in Israel. God is pleased to use the little things,
and to bring about great results thereby, when He puts His power in
them. But the great man of Syria is offended at what the prophet bids
him do. The simplicity of the means to be used offends him. He is a
great man, "captain of the host of the king of Syria," and to be told
to "go and wash in Jordan seven times" seems beneath him, so he
"was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will
surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the Lord his
God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper. Are
not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters
of Israel! may I not wash in them, and be clean! So he turned and
went away in a rage." But his servants said to him, "If the prophet
had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it !
how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean! "
And then when Naaman had gone down and" dipped himself seven
times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God :91his
flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean."
How simple! How great an issue hung upon those little threads of
Divine providence. A little maid to suggest the going of her master
to the prophet; a simple message sent to the great man to wash in
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Jordan; the simplest of means to effect so great a recovery! And,
" his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child." The wri¥r's
thoughts travelled back to the conversation of half an hour before to
the words quoted, "We cannot be too simple." Our Lord said,
" Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not
enter into the kingdom of heaven."
What a lesson here for us! Are we low enough 1 Are we humble
enough! Are we little enough in our own eyes 1 Utterly selfrenouncing, casting away all trust and confidence in ourselves, submissive, meek, teachable, mild, feeling helpless and defenceless, crying out
for our very poverty and need; guileless" as a little child," obedient
and unquestioning, taking our God at His word and wanting not the
why or wherefore of His dealings! What a sweet word is this. "His
flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child." It was the work
of a moment. Oh! when our God arises to help and to heal it takes
Him no time. It is when we are weak enough and dependent and
" poor and needy" enough, that we are in His hand for blessing, healing,
and cure. It is so honouring to Jesus, Who in the riches of His grace
and the wonders of His love needs us. It is past our comprehension.
It is inexplicable, unutterable, past finding out, this wondrous love.
But so it is; and in the language of the poet we can feelingly say :"Jesus, Thou needest me; even me, Thou light Divine:

o Son of God, Thou ueedest me; Thou needest sins like mine.

" Thy fulnes. needs my want; Thy wealth, my poverty;
Thy healing skill, my sickness needs; Thy joy, my misery.
" It was Thy need of me that brought Thee from above;
It is my need of Thee, 0 Lord, that draws me to Thy love."
These are deep truths, beloved: too profound for us to comprehend
apart from grace. Our ignorant minds and darkened understandings
cannot grasp them. "Great is the mystery of godliness," exclaims the
Apostle, and his inspired words find an echo in our hearts.
" That Thou shouldst set such love on me, being the God Thou art,
Is darkness to my intellect, but sunshine to my heart."
But the things that are "too high" for us, let us carry to the
Sanctuary, and there, as the Spirit is pleased to unfold to our understandings, we shall in His light see light. Let us seek much and increasingly the grace of humility, to be " as a little child." It is the Lord's
wisdom that so it should be: "Whosoever shall not receive the
kingdom of God as a little child he shall not enter therein." It is His
loving will to have His own as children; children in one family;
children in artlessness, simplicity, and trustfulness; and as regards the
wisdom of this world, babes; and as regards the thievish wolves
around us-those enemies of the flock-lambs. Such are wholly cast
upon the Father's heart of love, the Shepherd's tender care. Such
He loves to carry in His arms and" gently lead." He loves to sho)l'
forth His omnipotent care for them, who cannot care for themselves.
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The little ones, the weak ones,

The lambs of Jesus' care,
Are folded in His bosom,
And find their shelter there."
It is of such He speaks His Divine mind to the Father: "I thank
Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.
Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight." It is all a
religion of revelation. "Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto
thee, but My Father which is in heaven," He said to Peter.
The mysteries of the Father's love, His will concerning His children,
and the grace and glory of the Kingdom, as fulfilled in the heart of their
Emmanuel, all "these things" are hidden from the wise and prudent
and revealed unto babes. What a term of endearment! What
marvellous condescension! What surpassing love! Chosen vessels
of mercy are these little babes. The weak, despised, helpless ones,
accounted nothing in the eyes of the world, and yet a treasure, a
heavenly and everlasting" treasure" deposited in "earthen vessels, that
the excellency of the power may be of God and not of us," The thought
here in the Apostle's mind is that the earthen vessel is likened unto
the oyster shell, of no value, and only to be cast away when the treasure,
the one pearl of great price, is found therein.
Babes! We linger over the word. It so glorifies Him, Who has
been pleased to reveal Himself to such. What an exhibition of His
love did He give when the disciples wanted to send away those who
brought yonng children unto Him that He might touch them. "Forbid
them not," said the tender, loving Jesus, " forbid them not, for of such
is the kingdom of heaven." And He laid His blessed hands on them
and" blessed them," and we know they were blessed indeed.
And did He not use a little lad as the instrument in His Divine hands
of feeding" about five thousand" ? A little lad who in that multitude
had" five loaves and two small fishes" 1 Methinks the heart of Jesus met
the heart of that little lad. He knew why he was there, a child drawn
by the cords of irresistible love to the Divine Stranger Who" went about
doing good," and from Whose lips such wonderful words proceeded,
and by Whose tender hands little ones were blessed. Jesus would
doubtless make that little lad willing to yield up his meal, and Jesus
would doubtless compensate him who thus so unwittingly served the
King of heaven, the Lord of all. Yes, doubtless that child has long
since sung to the riches and glory of His grace among those for whom
He thanked His Father as having revealed His dear Son" unto babes."
And He would have us thus in heart as we journey on. It was a
grievous moment for the disciples, a grievous declension of heart
indeed, when even in His presence they could be found contending as
to who should be "greatest in the kingdom of heaven"! What!
Had they reached only such a low condition of spiritual attainment
when there yet walked with them the Lord of all heaven and earth;
the King of kings and Lord of lords; God's greatest; the Father's only
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beloved Son; He Who had laid aside His glory, left His high throne
and come to this sin-stained earth to die for curse-laden hell-deserving
sinners. And these His followers, these poor fishermen dispute as
to which shall be greatest in the kingdom of heaven. " What was it
that ye disputed by the way?" asks the Searcher of all hearts,
reading their thoughts and knowing what was in them. He Who was
"among them as one that serveth" puts the question; Jehovah's
Servant, Who should be presently exalted at the Father's right hand
and given" a Name which is above every name, that at the Name of
Jesus every knee should bow." Oh, what are we if left to ourselves
for a moment! Oh, for the subdued heart and childlike spirit, for
the simple faith of the little child.
Let us dwell upon the humility of the beloved John the Baptist.
He declared himself to be only" the voice of one crying in the wilderness." John the forerunner, banished to the wilderness, content only
to voice the coming of Him Whose shoe-latchet he felt himself
unworthy to unloose. Oh! for the grace of humility, that in all our
goings the rich experience of our hearts may be. " Not I, but Ohrist."
Our Lord as it were keeps in the minds of His disciples what He had
taught them, as children. For on resurrection ground He thus addresses
them: "Ohildren, have ye any meat?" They had been toiling all
night, and were weary, and worn, and disappointed doubtless. It was
dark, and
"Dark and cheerless is the moru

Unaccompanied by Thee."
" But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore.".
But as yet they knew Him not. "The disciples knew not that it was
Jesus." But He speaks, and His voice dispels all gloom, and sends
gladness into their hearts. "Ohildren, have ye any meat?" What
a term of endearment. It met their helplessness and His almightiness;
their want and His all-sufficient supply. That word must have got
right into the hearts of those weary fishermen, it must have drawn
their thoughts away from their toiling and the cares of their hazardous
employment.
It must have brought them once more as willing
captives to the feet of Jesus, Who now, their risen Lord. was yearning
over them in all His love and pity. They were in the world-these
His" own "-and having loved them, He loved them now-utterlyunto the end. And these were amongst those who in the day of
revelation shall be of that goodly company whom He will present
to the Father saying, "Behold, I and the children whom Thou hast
given Me." We are privileged to hear those wonderful words of Jesus,
thanking His Father. He always was in that attitude. He could
say, "I do always those things that please Thee." His heart was ever
toward His Father. He looked up to Him and thanked Him.
And what does He thank His Father for on this occasion? For
hiding from some and revealing to others the secrets of the Divine
heart. He could thank His Father for things He had "hidden from
the wise and prudent," and thank Him for things revealed unto babes.
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And He could bow to the Divine decree as One in Covenant relationship, and say, "Even so, Father, for so it seemed good·· in Thy
sight."
Bribes! Wholly cast upon Him for Divine revelation of themselves
and Himself; for Divine calling, preservation, and presentation. In
and of themselves nothing, but able to do all things through Christ.
Babes-helpless and defenceless, ignorant and foolish, but made wise
unto salvation.
Said a babe in grace recently to the writer-one who knows but little
of what the world would call wisdom, pne who does not attain to much
learning, but who has been taught that heavenly wisdom and is found
rich toward God-" I do love the word Jesus. God seems so great, and
high, and beyond me, but Jesus comes to me. It seems so to suit a
little child, one who does not know much. Yes, there are three words
I do love: Jesus, rest, and peace," to which the writer could readily
reply, "And you have all three! Jesus is all-sufficient, He is your
rest and your peace."
Now, beloved reader, may these few thoughts inspire us with the
truth which Jesus enforced when upon earth, and which His Spirit
within us teaches us to-day. May we be increasingly covetous of
humility, receiving the kingdom of heaven as a little child; in honour
preferring one another; copying His example, doing as He has done;
seeking to "wash one another's feet"; in love serving one another
and ever desiring to be little in our own eyes. "Ye see your calling,
brethren." There is a Divine passing over of the many noble, great
and wise ones of this earth, and a revealing unto babes. Babes in
their own eyes, babes in grace, babes in the world's estimation, but
low enough, poor enough, dependent enough, and self-renouncing
enough to come to Jesus crying, "Lord, save, or I perish."
That is the conversion spoken of. All self cast aside; utterly
abandoned to Him Who says, "Him that cometh unto Me, I will in
no wise cast out." That is the Father's word of oath; that is His
purpose and promise. It is fixed in the eternal counsel of a Triune
Jehovah, and Jesus His beloved Son has undertaken its accomplishment. The Father" hateth putting away." He cannot deny Himself.
He will not refuse the Son of His love. "It became Him, in bringing
many sons unto glory, to make the Captain of their salvation perfect
through suffering." And these" many sons" are being daily brought
to the Father's Home. There the weary find unbroken rest; there
they who once struggled hard with sins, and doubts, and fears, now
" see His face, and never, never sin, but from the riches of His grace,
drink endless pleasures in."
Beloved, " these things" that are hidden from the eyes of the world,
hidden from the wise and prudent whom the god of this world hath
blinded, are hidden in a precious Christ. No man can receive " these
things" except it be given him from above. But unto those to whom
this hidden treasure is revealed in a precious Christ, He speaks now to
the heart as He did to His disciples when on earth, and says privately,
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" Blessed are the eyes which see the things that ye see." What a
bleBBed thing to be taken aside and spoken to thus! What a Divine
revelation it is !
Oh! seek the grace of contentment. ,Be satisfied with your heavenly
portion. Be content, if needs be, .to be despised by the world. You
will be found rich, through Divine teaching and revelation, toward God.
In heaven is all your treasure. There is your life, your hope,your joy,
and your exceeding great reward.
On earth the streams of grace are communicated, to :you according
to your fiuite capacity, and are necessarily small. But soon, up yonder,
" you will be drinking in of the ocean's fulness "; you will be led by
" fountains of living waters," and know as you are now also known.
"All, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the
Spirit of the Lord." No longer the trammels of sin and its consequent
infirmities; no more clouds intervening; no more tear-dimmed
eyes. This awaits you, beloved reader. "As for me, I will behold Thy
, face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy
likeness." "Thou wilt show me the path of life." Yes, your life
and mine--{)hosen for us by the blessed Redeemer, and blood-marked
by His sacred footprints-lead' to His "presence" where there "is
fulness of joy" and" pleasures for evermore."
.
R.
AFFLICTIONS.

" It is good for me that I have been affiwted."-PsALM

CXIX.'

7l.

" 'Tis my happiness below,

Not to live without the cross,
But the Saviour's power to know,
Sanctifying every loss;
,
" Trials must and will befall,
But with humble faith to see
Love inscribed npon them all,
This is happiness to m"e."

Affiictions are God's most effectual means to keep us from losing our
way to our heavenly rest. Without this hedge of thorns on the right
and left, we should hardly keep the way to heaven. If there be but one
gap open, how ready we are to find it, and tUTIl out at it! When we
grow wanton, or worldly, or proud, how doth sickness or other affiictions reduce us! Every Christian, as well as Luther, may call affiiction
one of his best schoolmasters, and with David say: "Before I waS
affiicted I went astray; but now have I kept Thy word." Many
thousand recovered sinners may cry, " Oh, healthful sickness! Oh, comfortable sorrows! Oh, gainful hope! Oh, enriching poverty! Oh, blessed
day that ever I was affiicted ! "-Baa:ter.
J. G.
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OUR PORTRAIT.-THE REV. THOMAS D. LAWTON.
THE subject of our Portrait this month is the REV. THOMAS DEAN
LAWTON, at present Curate of St. Paul's Church, Burslem-Iocally
known (on account of its great size, seating two thousand worshippers)
as " the Cathedral Church of the Potteries," of which district Burslem
is called the " Mother Town."
Previous to his removal to Burslem four years ago, MR. LAWTON
held a curacy for over five years at Audenshaw, near Manchester;
leaving that sphere with the good wishes of all. This was his first
curacy after his entrance into the ministry of the Church of Englanda step for which he was gradually prepared (in the Providence of GOD)
during his six and a half years pastoral oversight of the Brightwell
Mission Church, Wallingford. Between the Brightwell sphere and
Audenshaw, MR. LAWTON preached the doctrines of grace for eighteen
months at Wallingford; proceeding from there to Salisbury-where
he completed his studies for ordination. His call to the ministry was
some years earlier-the circumstances surrounding unmistakably
revealing the Divine leading. His first sphere being as Missionary to
seamen on the coast of Cornwall-where he had the joy of witnessing
many remarkable conversions from the power of Satan unto God. He
has but one theme-" the unsearchable riches of Christ." He believes
that expository preaching-with Christ as both the centre and the
circumference-is the need of the hour, and that the prophet's place
is upon the watch-tower; looking for and hasting the coming of the
Lord-as to which glorious event MR. LAWTON gives no uncertain
sound. He is a deep student of the prophetic Word.
We sincerely trust that this devoted servant of CHRIST will be graciously directed in his beloved MASTER'S service, and that the SPIRIT
may crown his Gospel testimony with conspicuous success_
THE EDITOR.
WHAT does God satisfy with 1 "Good things." Not rich things,
not many things, not everything I ask for, but" good things." All my
need fully supplied, and everything "good." Goodness is God expressed. All His blessings partake of His own nature. They are holy
blessings, holy mercies. Everything that satisfies must have the
nature of God in it. Nothing else will ever satisfy. The heart was
made for God, and only God can meet it.-Rev. F. Whitfield.

•

,

,

'1,

\

,

\

I
I

THE

REV.

(C/tm!e

THOMAS
r~r

D.

LAWTON

Sr. I'mll'". RIll",,;{elll.)

721

The Gospel Magazine .

. THE

HOUSEHOLD

OF

FAITH.

NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. J. ORMISTON, RECTOR.
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL, ON SUNDAY EVENING,
NOVEMBER 10TH, 1912.

" The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the cMldrefl.
of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs
with Christ; if so be that we sufjer with Him, that we may be also
glorified together."-RoM. viii. 16, 17.

THIS is a very precious portion of God's distinctive Word, written by
the Holy Ghost, a free gift from Him to remain on the page of inspiration throughout all time, waiting its due fulfilment at the appointed
season. It is what we own as the true, blessed, eternal Word of the
living God. It is a stable word; there is no risk about it, no " peradventure," no " maybe," but the final word of God. Nothing can be
added to it, and nothing may be taken from it. We might wish it
otherwise according to the flesh, but the flesh profiteth nothing here.
How blessed to have the Word of God in its finality. God has spoken
once in His holiness, " let all the earth keep silence before Him." His
Word remaineth for ever. It knows no change, nor variableness, nor
shadow of turning, nor possibility of such a thing, it is spoken once for
all. The Holy Spirit Himself takes the lead in our text. "The Spirit
itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God" :
with the spirit of God's people, He bears them witness to the truth and
finality of this Scripture.. Turn with me now to Gal. iii. 27-29. " For
as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ."
The baptism of the Holy Ghost is the one thing needful, and without
that baptism no flesh can be saved. Have all here been so baptized!
Baptized with water, yes, but without the baptism of the Holy Ghost
there can be no salvation. The one thing needful is the gift of the
Spirit, Him Who converts the sinner and brings him out of darkness into
God's most marvellous light. By one expression of His will He brings
mighty thing to pass. "For as many of you as have been baptized
into Christ "-no others-" have put on Christ." How solemn is this
Word of God-how exacting! It leaves nothing to be said. Do yOll
not see how needful this experience is! It is one thing to be baptized
according to due form, and have passed the approval of others, but the
question is not that, it is whether you have been baptized into Christ
by the Holy Spirit. and have so "put on Christ." It matters very
little to what denomination you belong, the thing is-Do you belong
to Christ! None baptizes with the Holy Ghost but Christ. The
question is not one of denomination; but do you belong to the Church
of God among men! Have you a name to live! How important
this is-Have you put on Christ before men! Before angels and before
God Himself! And how has anyone met this question! God it is
46
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Who chooses His own subjects, and sitteth a King for ever over them
He has made His. "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in
Christ Jesus." There is unity in the church of God, although there is
a wonderful diversity according to man. Men have so many forms
and ceremonies to be yielded to before they can confess whether or not
they belong to Christ. There is great diversity among men, but with
our God there" is unity. Having been born of God the Holy Ghost,
having been baptized into Christ, having put on Christ Jesus, they are
all one in Christ. "And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed,
and heirs according to the promise." All are one in Christ Jesus,
whether they come from the west, or the east, or the north, or the
south. It is not a question of flesh and blood, nor denomination. The
great thing is this, Have you been loved with an everlasting love, with
God's own love which is a distinctive and distinguishing love? Have
you each been singled out as a chief sinner by God, and shut up to a hope
of everlasting life, all through the blood of Christ? How many of you
can say by the grace of God, He loved me because He would, "and
gave Himself for me"? Can you go the length of that through mercy
-pure mercy? He gave Himself-not something else, not the world
and its fulness-not the pleasures of heaven-but the Chief One of
heaven itself-for me! This is a distinguishing love, and it goes a
long way, it rescues from the doom of everlasting woe the chief sinner.
Nothing can prevent his salvation. God saved him, He loved him
with an everlasting love, and therefore, with lovingkindness He,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, drew him, and none can resist that
Almighty power; none can resist that eternal love. What God has
willed He has purposed, and He performs and brings all to pass for His
Own glory. "The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirits "nothing is to come between the Holy Ghost and the believer's own
heart-" that they are the children of God:' but we have to be very
careful not to apply this hope to such as those who have no evidence.
Now I turn to another text in 1 Cor. ill. 21-23. "Therefore let
no man glory in men. For all things are yours; whether Paul, or
Apollos, or Cephas-there is an end of man, there is the last we
see of him to trust in him-or the world, or life, or death " What! death? We were lately remarking on this, is death a
believer's property? His inheritance! Yes, death was bought with
the precious redeeming blood of Jesus Christ. It is secured to
the believer in virtue of that righteousness that Christ brought
in~verlasting righteousness.
Now there is no death due to the
believer in the risen Christ. He has passed from death into life.
It is 80 blessed to see how the Holy Ghost has worded these distinctive
Scriptures. We have passed from death into life and can never come
into condemnation. You hear the end. Do you feel you have the
answer of a good conscience, that you have passed from death into life,
and that there is no death awaiting you as a believer in Christ Jesus ?
The believer has passed from death once for all in his risen Head, and
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lives in His everlasting Head. and so shall never come into condemnation. Remember this well in the secret place of your own heart--the
most secret of all places, bnt naked and opened to the eyes of Him with
Whom we have to do. He knows the condition of our hearts, whether
they are spiritually living or not. How important we should be quite
clear on this head. "Or things present, or things to come; "-it
reaches so far as that--" all are yours"; what could be more blessed 1
" And ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's." God does not, will not
go beyond that. He has spoken here once in His holiness of the
blessed effects of His gospel of His grace, and He tells us Christ is God's.
Oh, may we all by grace acclaim Him Lord of all. " Not unto us, 0
Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy Name" be the honour and glory of it
all. Ohildren of God, how blessed it is that we have been born of God,
that we have passed from death into life, and that we are on the resurrection side of the line of demarcation. Is Christ alive 1 Is Christ
risen 1 Is not Christ at the Father's right hand to-night, Head of the
Church which is His body 1 Is He not the first and the resurrectionnone after Him 1
.
Let us turn now to another Scripture in Hebrews n. 11; it is a very
precious one in my estimation. "For both He that sanctifieth and
they who are sanctified are aU 0/ one: for which cause He is not
ashamed to call them brethren." There is a statement! What can
be more marvellous than this, that all the redeemed are raised together
with Christ, are reckoned together with Him. Those who are sanctified, and He Who sanctifies them are a.ll of One. And then how wonderful is the thought that He is not ashamed of them, by consequence of '.
His finished work in dying and rising for His redeemed people. He
is not ashamed of His ransomed brethren, His redeemed Church, which
is looking for and hasting to the coming of Him Who raised it up
together with Himself, and of which there are so few left. So few left!
Such myriads has He gathered home, and we are happy to think of their
home-going and home-being at this time. He will come with all His
sa.iJ)ts, not one will be missing. The multitude no man can number is
coming with the Lord at the head, and they may be here very soon.
What a change will pass over the redeemed at His coming! In what a
short time will He effect the remaining work! We shall all be changed.
He that shall come, wiU come-He makes it so sure-and -there is a
point of time beyond which He will not tarry. His great work finished,
" He will come to be glorified in His saints, and to be admired in all
them that believe." God so honours this sanctifying truth, the oneness of Himself and the oneness of His body-His people. There will
be no divisions in that day-no great'or small in all the innumerable
company of the saved-the blessed saved-all will be gathered in,
changed in a moment into the spotless likeness of the Risen One, the
Coming One, the Glorious One-we are only waiting!
Now we will turn to a Scripture in 2 Cor. i. 20: "For all the promises
of God in Him are Yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God by
us." Amen-how final!
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His .promise is Yea and Amen,

And never was forfeited yet."
Live upon that-live upon the certainty of it-the immutability of it.
It will last for ever. Look upon it and glorify God while your hearts
are enlarged towards Him for His unspeakable gift.
" And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ." I remember some years ago at one of the Clifton Conferences,
one of the speakers, a bright and happy Christian who is now with the
Lord, told us of a poor man, but a Christian, which made all the difference, who said he was well-provided for, for God had made him a
joint-heir with the Lord Jesus! "What can I want besides 1 " said
he; "and what a good thing for me that the Lord Jesus was joined to
me, for He will take care of my share! I am well off because He and I
are appointed joint-heirs." You may be poor and needy, but do you
realize this 1 Have you been chosen joint-heirs with Christ 1 Is that
your goodly portion-your hope that maketh not ashamed-jointheirs with Christ in all things 1 Oh, speak good of His Name! You
can never exhaust His praise. "If so be that we suffer with Him, that
we may be also glorified together "-it is true there is an "if "-that
may not be overlooked. You are appointed a certain share of His
suffering, but you have the great expectation of sharing with Him in
His glory, when He comes. Look forward to His coming. Count that
day sorrowful that passes without your thinking of His coming, continually. The time is getting short, souls are passing away very
rapidly,-at short notice-and they are gone, and we see few saints
rising up to take their places. We must leave it to the Lord to do what is
right. We shall be satisfied with all His ways, whether by day or night,
in the light and in the dark He doeth all things well. Let us wait, tben,
for a little while. Feed on these two words-they are so blessedly
true-" joint-heirs with Christ!" How happy this must make the
Lord's heart as He looks down on His Church here, His disciples, and
treasures up what His grace has made them to Himself-His" peculiar
treasure," His own choice Bride. Vain is the world and all its vanities!
Christ is at the door!
WHEN Moses went up to Mount Sinai and tarried there with God the
space of forty days, we may well think that God in that time revealed
many secrets to him; and particularly" made known His ways" (Ex.
xxxiii. 19); not ouly His ways in which He would have us to walk, but
His ways in which He walks Himself, and the course He holds in the
government of worldly affairs; why He suffers the wicked to prosper,
and why, the godly to be oppressed. These" ways" of His He made
known to Moses; to the children of Israel, only "His acts." He
showed them His wonders upon Pharaoh, and that was His judgment;
and He showed them His wonderful favours to themselves in the wilderness, and that was His righteousness; but He showed them not His
ways, and the course He held in them: they saw only the events of
things, they saw not the reasons of them, as Moses did.-R. Baker.
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NIGHT AND MORNING.
" The evening and the morning."-GENEsrs i. 5.
" Weeping may endure for a night, but ioy cometh in the moming."PSALM xxx. 5.
[Oct. 30th.-I had just written the following paper in much weakness
and depression, and then took up the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for November,
I was exceedingly struck with the article by "R." in it, on, "God
shall help her, when the morning appeareth." Whatever this paper on
the same subject may prove to others, dear" R.'s " is an unspeakable stay and comfort to me now.-E. C. B.]
EVENING and morning, or night and day, are strong contrasts, which
are brought out in many wonderful ways in the Word of God. May
the Holy Spirit assist and enlighten us while we consider some of them.
Take first the night and day of creation in Genesis i. See the contrast
between the first six days and" the seventh day." "The evening and
the morning were the first (second, third, fourth, fifth and sixth) day,"
we read (00. 5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 34). But no evening is recorded of that
glorious seventh day (ii, 2, 3). The Sabbath day shall never cease on
earth while time lasts; the Sabbath day shall never end up yonder!
Neither is there true "evening" or darkness to the Lord's own
people. They who "were sometimes darkness" are now "light in
the Lord." They have been brought by the Spirit out of the deadly
darkness of nature into the glorious light of grace, and hence they know
no more night. Once in Him and in His light, they" walk in the light"
for ever (Eph. v. 8; 1 Pet. ii. 9-10). There is indeed no " night" for
His people, only His Sabbath, or the last glad everlasting" day." Is
not the counterpart of this" seventh day" of Gen. ii. 2, 3 to be found in
Rev. xxi. 25 and xxii. 5, "There shall be no night there" ~ " No
night" or " evening" to the endless Sabbath of rest which His beloved
redeemed ones will keep and enjoy hereafter. We shall not need the
respite of " night," we shall be so glad not to have it.
We have some other night and day contrasts, The night and day
of the soul for instance. It was night indeed to that rich young man
when" he went away sorrowful" (Matt. ix. 23). And it was the.soul's
great daylight to the eunuch when" he went on his way rejoicing"
(Acts viii. 39). Then there is the night and day of a city. What
midnight darkness reigned in that city where "they besought Him
that He would depart out of their coasts" (Matt. viii. 34). And what
a glorious day had dawned over that other city whose inhabitants
" besought Him that He would tarry with them" (John iv. 40). Again,
there is the night and day of death in contrast. God said unto "a
certain rich man," " Thou fool: this night thy soul shall be required of
thee," in judgment (Luke xii. 20). Jesus said unto the dying thief:
" To-day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise" (Luke xxiii. 43). " The
soul that sinneth, it shall die." But" The Lord also hath put away
thy sin: thou shalt not die" (2 Sam. xii. 13-14) is as certainly said to
every soul who seeks and desires to be forgiven. There is much, oh,
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so much, behind that" also"! Temptation, sin, accnsation, confession, contrition, and forgiveness. But it is followed by a " howbeit."
Sin brings chastisement as its sure result. Let us pray to be kept from
yieliling to our own temptations to sin. "He giveth more grace "not less. than we ask for or need.
Then look at the night and day of a nation in Esther vi. 1 and viii. l.
" On that nUjht "-" on that day." We have the account of a king's
bad" night "-" On that night could not the king sleep,"-and all that
this involved and all that lay between that bad" night" and that glad
"day." What a "night"! What a "day"! What a contrast!
Was it only a " night" of sleeplessness for the king 1 Oh no! it was
much more than that. For enormous issues, tremendous consequences,
hung on that restless "night." Remember, beloved reader, all our
bad nights are in His good keeping. "So He giveth His beloved sleep."
And He also at times withholds it. And then perchance" He giveth
songs in the night" instead of sleep. But if not, His care still surrounds
us, His mercy is still over us, and His tenderness takes notice of our
sleepless nights. His love never fails us, even though our sleep forsake
us. How often the Lord deals with His children in the" night." "On
that night" all was dreary darkness indeed to His own chosen people.
The "night" of destruction, death, and desolation was looming over
the Jews. The history of that" night" is given. And immediately
following the result of the king's uneasy slumbers, is the histoty of that
" day" which succeeded it. "On that day" all was light, life, and
deliverance. But" with what measure ye mete it shall be measured
to you again." Nemesis is strongly presented in the Book of Esther,
taken in contrast with the Jews' subsequent history. Haman," the
Jews' enemy," determines to destroy the whole Jewish nation and seed;
and he intended to hang his special enemy, Mordecai. This was an
inilividual dealing with an individual-Haman against Mordecai; and
a man 'against a nation. But Haman was hanged on the very gallows
which he had prepared for Mordecai; and the Jews, inclu<ling Mordecai,
were spared. Thus it was an individual death and the nation saved.
In after years, the whole Jewish nation, instigated by Satan, the
enemy, tried to destroy Satan's greatest enemy, Jesus Himself (see
Acts ix. 22,23 and other passages). This was the nation against a man.
First Satan tried to carry out his design on Jesus through Herod,an inilividual against an individual (Matt. ii. 16). Fin<ling that failed,
he moved the nation against Jesus (Matt. xxvii. 1). Again it was an
inilividual death and a people saved (John xi. 49-52; 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6).
Thus in the Jews' history we trace the dealings of retributive justice,
and filid that nationally, "with what measure ye mete, it shall be
measured to you again." One man, Haman, had set himself to
eradicate the nation. Later the nation set itself to destroy one Man,
"the Man, Christ Jesus." Jehovah had, however, ordained His death
for the salvation of His people. He permitted that awful "night"
about which we read, "Now from the sixth hour there was darkness
over all the land until the ninth hOUl." That darkest darkness ushered
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in the brightest brightness that the watching world has ever seen;
And the assurance in J er. xxxiii. 25, 26, still holds good to the Jewish
nation, "Thus saith the Lord, It My covenant be not with day and
night . . . then will I cast away the seed of Jacob." His" covenant"
with nature will never fail. "The day is Thine, the night also is
Thine." And His everlasting" Covenant" with His people will never
fail either. The promised blessings shall surely all be theirs in His
own good time. Pray on "for the peace of Jerusalem." Thus He has
a threefold "Covenant "-with the Sabbath, the seasons, and His
sanctified ones.
To return to our contrasts. The" night" comes first in every case.
" The evening and the morning" formed" the day." It is first" the
evening" and then "the morning" in the soul's history; and first
" the evening" and then "the morning" in the believer's life; and
first "the evening" and then" the morning" in our twofold existence.
" Evening" comes before "morning" in spiritual life. First the
"evening" of conviction; the midnight gloom of loneliness; the powers
of darkness raging round the newly awakened soul; the sense of
insecurity, of fear; the knowledge of certain danger; all these are verily
" evening" shades and "evening" terrors. But invariably "the
morning" follows. "Joy cometh in the morning." "Weeping may
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning." The soul once
roused by the Holy Spil'it, will never sleep that deadly sleep again.
" The night" will pass away when" the Sun of righteousness (arises)
with healing in His wings." "The morning" of gladness and light
and brightness shall surely succeed that awful" evening" of blackness
and gloom.
Again, in the believer's life it is still the same order. As in the
natural, so in the spiritual, the " day" must follow the "night" in
the soul's dark midnight conflicts. " Night" will intervene to the
end, but "day" will succeed "night" ultimately. The midnight
agony, which comes at times to those who have long known and served
the Lord, the dark night time when we fear afresh that we are after
all not one of His chosen ones-this is followed by the daylight gladness when He gives to us realize that we are indeed His own.
" Weeping" has endured for the" night," but" joy" has come" in
the morning."
It is also first" the evening" and then "the morning" in our twofold
existence. This earthly sojourn is but the" evening" time. It, too,
shall be followed by the heavenly" morning," and the evening tears
shall pass away. The" joy" will come "in the morning." The
" evening" sorrows, conflicts, clouds; the "evening" pangs and
tribulations, various and manifold, shall assuredly vanish for ever...at
the dawning of that bright eternal" morning." "A morning without
clouds," and" there shall be no night there." "The Lord God shall
be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended."
" His servants shall serve Him, and they shall see His face." This will
be the Christian's" morning." And" the coming of the Lord draweth
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nigh." The hopeful Advent season keeps this prominently before us.
We read one thing about His former coming, when the disciples were
tossing on the waters in the night without Him, "It was now dark,
and Jesus was not come to them." The Church re-echoes that plaint
to-day! Look where you will, at family, individual, congregational,
or national life, it is " now dark," for" Jesus" has not yet" come."
All is "dark" in the human heart until He comes; and all earthly
things are "dark" to the child of God until his Lord's return. But
the "day" of light will follow the "night" of darkness. He is
coming, and" He will come." "The night is far spent, the day is at
hand."
Yet there is one kind of " night" to His coming also: "The night
cometh when no man can work." There will be " no work" for us to
do amongst the unregenerate, when once our Lord appears. Are we
working daily as if we remembered that this "night" of enforced
cessation from such work will overtake us "suddenly" ~ Are we
working faithfully, constantly, earnestly, because we love Him, and
because we know that we are forgiven and long for others to know this
forgiveness too ~ May His Spirit stir up His servants to more ardent
living service for our loved and loving, our looked and longed-for Lord.
May you, may I " work while it is day," seeing we expect that" night"
to overtake us any moment, when earth's work will be done and we
shall meet our Master. How we long for that day to dawn in all its
meridian brightness. Soon, oh, how soon, He will appear, and" the
night" of " weeping" will be over, and the darkness will have passed
away for ever. "He . . . saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen.
Even so, come, Lord Jesus." This is the Christian's midnight prayer;
may it speedily be answered!
Brixton. .
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
"NO MAN SAVE JESUS ONLY."
THE account of the transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ is full of
sweetest consolation and precious lessons. The wonderful sight which
was so overpowering that the three favoured and most intimate
disciples were" sore afraid" and fell on their faces, was the revelation
of the Deity-the Divine nature of "the man Christ Jesus." These
three witnesses beheld the undoubted manifestation of the glorious
fact that Jesus Christ was God the Son.
It appears that though Peter talked to Jesus, proposing to build
three tabernacles-one for the lawgiver Moses, one for the prophet
Elias, and one for the Law Fulfiller and the End of prophecy,--Jesus
Himself-yet we learn from St. Mark ix. 6: "He wist not what to say."
Poor Peter, who was usually the spokesman, evidently felt he must
say something, though bewildered; and apparently the sight was so
desirable to him that he wished to perpetuate it.
Ab! but tabernacles are not permanent structures, and as such are
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unsuitable for the representatives of the Law and the Prophets, and
most especially for the Law Fulfiller. These dwell not in either tabernacles or temples made with hands. How quickly this proposal melted
into impossibility when the bright cloud overshadowed the disciples,
and the voice out of the cloud proclaimed, " This is My beloved Son, in
Whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him." Hear ye Him. No human
agency available either by proposal or practice.
" In Whom I am well pleased." "In Whom" is the sweet simple
key for all difficulty. "Blessed with all spiritual blessing in Christ."
"In Whom we have redemption," inheritance, are made nigh. The
Epistles abound in the expressions" In Christ" and " In Him." And
the Saviour's own blessed utterances confirm the fact with His oftrepeated" In Me." "Of Him [that is, God] are ye in Christ Jesus,.
Who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." Christ is all in all and ye are in Him.
Then it is so precious to note the tenderness of Jesus when the vision
and the voice overwhelmed His disciples: "Jesus came and touched
them." What a gentle, healing, firm touch that must have been-the
sweet contact with Himself. He then said, " Arise, and be not afraid."
What reassuring words! How comforting must have been the tones
of His voice. Is He not saying to us continually: "Arise, arise from
these earth-bound cares; arise from this sight of the law with all its
impossible exactions, and ,the prophets with declarations of coming
woe. Be not afraid; fear not. I am with you" ?
Note the sequel: "And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw
no man save Jesus only," This is St. Matthew's account, and I think
the version of St. Mark as to the looking up or " lookiog round about,"
as he expresses it, is even fuller. "They saw no mau any more save
Jesus only with themselves." Oh, dear reader, is not that incomparably sublime! Is it not a condition in which we would fain be con·
tinually? To see no man any more save Jesus only with ourselves.
He took away all fear, conversing with them as with friends while they
came down the mountain together. Moses had vanished with the
broken law. Elijah had vanished with his pronouncements of
approaching judgment. There were no accusers; no man any more
save Jesus only, the Substitute and Saviour, the Fulfiller of the law and
the Averter of doom, with themselves.
One could write much on this subject of "Jesus only," for the
theme is very suggestive. In all spiritual transactions it is so true;
no man, only Jesus. How constantly this truth was impressed in the
Lord's dealings with Israel. They were brought out of Egypt by no
human means. The Lord Himself divided the waters of the Red Sea
that they might pass over on .dry land. And when He brings us from
the dark Egypt of soul-bondage, He Himself makes the way of
escape in Himself. When the land of Canaan was reached, the separating waters of the Jordan were parted so that all the people-notice the
emphatic all, dear child of God-passed " clean over "-another strong
expression. No human agency this. The Ark of the Covenant of the
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Lord stood firm. Notice again the reassuring word "firm on dry
ground in the midst of the Jordan," until all the people were passed
clean over Jordan. And so the Ark of the Covenant-love of the GodMan, Christ Jesus, remains firmly fixed in His purposes in the midst of
all the difficulties of His dear, perplexed, sin-burdened people, till they
have safely landed on the other side.
When the army of Gideon numbered thilty-two thousand men, the
Lord said the people were too many, "lest Israel vaunt themselves
against Me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me." And so they
were reduced from thirty-two thousand to three hundred. The Lord
Hinlself by these few gave Israel the victory. So in conquering
spiritual foes, it is not by our own might or our own hand, but by the
good hand of the Lord upon us that we are enabled to triumph. We
triumph always in Christ Jesus. Thus we should see all through the
dealings of God how it comes to pass in every distress, "They saw no
man save Jesus only."
Will it not be so in the great Transfiguration by and by, when we
shall be changed and be like Him, seeing Him as He is 1 Will it not be
manifested then that no man save Jesus only is visible in this wonderful
transaction 1 "Changed into the same image "-the language is very
strong-" from glory to glory." Beholding-changed. They lifted
up their eyes at His gentle touch, aud saw Jesus only. We shall lift up
our eyes, and, " looking round about," either when the resurrection
trumpet shall sound or when He shall change us " in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, see "Jesus only" in all His loveliness and
graClousness.
.
I have been impressed lately with the word man in the passage, " No
man but Jesus only." There is inexpressible solace in the knowledge
that there is "one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus." For being man He knows man. He suffered as man; He
understands the little things as well as the great that appertain to
human needs and sorrows and joys and perplexities. How often we
speak of the qualifications of experience: "He understands it," we
say, "because he has gone through it all himself"; "He is a splendid
arbitrator, because he passed through exactly the same sort of crisis
himself," etc. And so " the man Christ Jesus" has" gone through"
it all, and is-I write it in all reverence-the most fitting Mediator
between God and men. "In that He Himself hath suffered being
tempted, He is able to succour them that are tempted."
"He knows what sore temptations mean,

For He has felt the same."
" Formed in Iashion as a man." "A man approved of God." Thus
" the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus
Christ, hath abounded unto many." So, dear believer, through the
" one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus," shall
you " stand before the Son of man "-" stand" implies fearless posture
-stand before Hinl because your standing is in Hinl.
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In the last book of the Word of God-the Book of the Revelationwe read that in St. John's wonderful revelations in the lonely Isle of
Patmos, he saw in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks-in the
midst again, even in the midst of His people-" one like unto the Son
of man." And after describing His appearance, the beloved disciple
relates that he fell at His feet as dead. Again we read of the gentle
touch an~ tender words: "He laid His right hand upon me, saying
unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: I am He that liveth,
and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have
the keys of hell and of death."
The last time that the expression" Son of man" occurs is in Rev.
xiv. After the words: "Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord,"
etc., we read of " a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto
the Son of man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a
sharp sickle." The crowned Reaper of the harvest of the earth!
What a sweet linking-the blessed dead with the crowned Son of man.
Thus we rejoice, with joy unspeakable, in the glorious fact that" this
man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever sat down" :
His work completed; God satisfied; and man justified, "counted
worthy to stand before the Son of man."
Reader, take this into thine heart; meditate upon it, and, the Holy
Ghost enlightening thee, lift up thine eyes and see" no man save Jesus
only"; "No man any more save Jesus only" with thyself, Jesus,
" the same yesterday and to-day and for ever." "Lo, I am with you
alway." "Fear not; I am alive for evermore, and have the keys of
hell and of death." No one can open those doors without the keys,
and you may be quite sure He will never give up the keys for the
distress and destruction of His own beloved people. He Himself will
keep His redeemed in safety, to dwell with Him for evermore in His
own likeness in the land of no more death and no more weeping.
Child of God, He crowneth thee-----erowneth thee-with lovingkindness
and tender mercies all the way through. He gives us much now;
many glimpses of His loving, complete salvation; many assurances of
the bright future in His presence in glory; many tender personal
communications; many" Fear not" whispers, but He has yet" many
things to say." We cannot bear all now, so He will tell us by a.nd by.
Meanwhile He says :"I freely feed thee now
With tokens of My love,
But richer pastures I prepare)
And sweeter streams above."

" What will it be to be there?" What will it be to be With " the Man
Christ Jesus," " crowned with glory and honour," for evermore!
NETTlE.

o GOD, teach me to bless Thee for means when I have them, and to
trust Thee for means when I have them not; yea, to trust Thee
Without means, when I have no hope of them.-Bishop Hall.
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"GRIEVOUS TIMES."
A STUDY OF 2 TIWOTHY iii. 1-9.
" This know alsQ, that in the last days perilous [diffWult-grievQus] time&
shall come."
THESE grievous times of which the Apostle Paul here writes Godbreathed words (verse 16), will be in " the last days," that is, doubtless.
the last days of the present Church Age, at the end of which the foretold
Apostasy (2 Thess. ii. 3) takes place.
We may trace successive downward steps in this apostasy, or" falling
away," indicated in this 2nd Epistle to Timothy: (1)" Who concerning the truth have erred" (2 Tim. ii. 18); (2) "So do these also resist
the truth" (2 Tim.. iii. 8); (3)" They shall turn away their ears from
the truth" (2 Tim. iv. 4).
Has not the transition from (2) to (3) taken place in quite recent times?
Cannot some of us recall the time when truth was often combated and
"resisted," whereas now truth and preachers of the truth are rather
ignored, and the Holy Scriptures, that Word which is " truth" (John
xvii. 17) set on one side as unworthy of credence! "For the time will
come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and
they shall turn away their ears from the truth. and shall be turned unto
fables."
The word translated fables meant originally anything
delivered by word of mouth. Now what do we find in the professing
Church? Do we not find men giving heed to tradition, and what is
called" Church teaching," and at the same time following the Higher
Critics, so-called, in their rejection of a large part of the Holy Scriptures?
Paul writes to Titus (chap. i. 13, 14), "Rebuke them sharply, that
they may be sound in the faith; not giving heed to Jewish FABLES,
and COMMANDMENTS OF MEN, THAT TURN FROM THE TRUTH."
.
" Men" named in verse 1 means men in the professing Church" Christendom "-men calling themselves Christians, for verse. 5
describes them as " having a form of godliness, but denying the power
thereof." These include, alas, ministers of religion, who seem to be
particularly alluded to in some parts of this Scripture. e.g., verses 6-8.
The Apostle, too, contrasts his own doctrine and manner of life with
that of these false teachers of the Apostasy, saying, "But thou hast
fully known my doctrine, manner of life," etc., etc., and refers three
times to persecution. as his own lot, and that of " all that will live godly
in Christ Jesus."
Verses 2-9 portray these" men" of " the last days," and we shall
have, I think, a clearer insight into their distinctive characteristics, if
we contrast them with the characteristics of the children of God named
in Holy Scripture, or with those Scriptural exhortations given to
regulate the walk and conduct of the saints in this life. I will place
the first named under (a) and the contrast under (b).
1. (a) "LOVERS OF THEIR OWN SELVES."
(b) "Charity (love) seeketh not her own" (1 Cor. XIll. 5). "Br
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love serve one another" (Gal. v. 13). The Apostle Paul writes to the
Church of God at Corinth: "I will very gladly spend and be spent for
you," and St. John (1 John iii. 16, 17), " Hereby perceive we the love
of God, because He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay
down our lives for the brethren. But whoso hath this world's good,
and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him ? "
2. (a) "COVETOUS," literally, LOVERS OF MONEY.
(b) Our Lord declared: "Ye cannot serve God and Mammon"
(Luke xvi. 13); and 1 Tim. vi. 8-11, we read: "Having food and
raiment, let us be therewith content. But they that will be lich fall
into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts,
which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money
is the [a] root of all evil; which while some coveted after, they have
erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many
sorrows. But thou, 0 man of God, flee these things."
St. Paul.-" I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel."
3. (a) "BOASTERS," properly, vagabonds, mountebanks; hence,
false pretenders, impostors.
(b) "For we are not as many, which corrupt the Word of God: but
as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God, speak we in Christ"
(2 Cor. ii. 17). "But [we] have renounced the hidden things of
dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God
deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves
to every man's conscience in the sight of God" (2 Cor. iv. 2).
" But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil"
(James iv. 16).
4. (a) "PROUD," literally, 'showing themselves above' their fellows.
(b) "For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that
is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to
think" (Rom. xii. 3). "Let nothing be done through strife or vain
glory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than
themselves" (Phi!. ii. 3). '
St. Paul.-" By the grace of God I am what I am " (1 Cor. xv. 10).
5. (a) "BLASPHEMERS," i.e., railers, revilers. I heard quite recently
of one who thus" railed," declaring that he would never go to church
again, because the weather had been ruinous to his crops! This man
despised a simple Evangelical service, and said he " liked a high church
service"! This is only an illustration of what St. Jude, speaking of
the last days, describes as " hard speeches which ungodly sinners have
spoken against Him."
(b) "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name give
glory, for Thy mercy, and for Thy truth's' sake" (Ps. c"v. 1 and v. 18).
" But we will bless the Lord from this time forth and for evermore.
Praise the Lord." "By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise
to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His
name" (Heb. xiii. 15).
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6. (a) "DISOBEDIENT TO PARENTS."
(b) "Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.

Honour thy father and mother, which is the first commandment with
promise; that it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on
the.earth" (Eph. vi. 1-3).

7. (a) "UNTHANKFUL."
(b) "Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Eph. v. 20).
8. (a) "UNHOLY."
(b) "But as He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all
manner of conversation" (1 Peter i. 15).
"Ye are the temple of the living God. Wherefore come out from
among them and be ye separate, saith the Lord" (2 Cor. vi. 16, 17).
9. (a). " WITHOUT NATURAL AFFECTION."
(b) "Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted" (Eph. iv. 32).
" Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love" (Rom.
xii. 10).
10. (a) "TRUCE-BREAKERS" (translated Rom. i. 31, "implacable ").
(b) "Be ye angry, and sin not; let not the sun go down upon your
wrath" (Eph. iv. 26).
" Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry" (Eccles. vii. 9).
11. (a) "FALSE ACCUSERS," or slanderers.

(b) "Charity thinketh no evil; rejoiceth in the truth" (1 Cor. xiii.
5, 6).
12. (a) "INCONTINENT "-without self-control.
(b) "The fruit of the Spirit is temperance" (Gal. v. 23).
" Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain
from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul" (1 Peter ii. 11).
13. (a) "FIERCE."
(b) "If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with
all men. Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves; but rather give
place unto wrath" (Rom. xii. 18, 19). "Put them in mind to be . . . .
gentle, showing all meekness unto all men" (Titus iii. I, 2). "The
fruit of the Spirit is . . . gentleness, meekness" (Gal. v. 22).
14. (a) "DESPISERS OF THOSE THAT ARE GOOD."
(a) "We l.-now that we have passed from death unto life, because

we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in
death" (1 John iii. 14).
15. (a) "TRAITORS."
"(b)'" Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and
stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in stewards,
that a man be found faithful" (1 Cor. iv. I, 2)..

16. (a) "HEADY"- headstrong,
(Acts xix. 36).

hasty.

Translated

"rashly"

".
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(b) "Follow after . . . patience, meekness" (1 Tim.
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11).

" Tribulation worketh patience" (Rom. v. 3).

17. (a) "HIGHMINDED "-puffed up.
(b) "In honour preferring one another" (Rom. xii. 10). "Charity
is not puffed up " (1 Cor. xiii. 4).
" Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate" (Rom.
xii. 16).
18. (a) "LOVERS OF PLEASURES MORE THAN LOVERS OF GOD" ;
i.e., "rather than lovers of God." It was once remarked to me: "It
does not say we are not to be lovers of pleasures, but that we are not
to love them more than God"!! The correct translation at once
refutes such an idea.
(b)* "Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God?" (James iv. 3, 4.)
" Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world" (1 John ii.
15, 16).
"We love Him because He first loved us" (1 John iv. 19).
19. (a) "HAVING A FORM OF GODLINESS, BUT DENYING THE POWER
THEREOF.

IJ

(b) "We are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and
rejoice in Ohrist Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh" (Phi!. iii. 3)
(see also to the end of the chapter).
We see, further, that these "men" in "the last days," though
"ever learning," are "never able to come to the knowledge of the
truth" (v. 7). "The light shineth in darkness; and the darkness
comprehended it not." "And this is the condemnation, that light is
come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil" (John i. 5; and iii, 19). But light and truth,
while hid from the wise and prudent, are revealed unto" babes" (Mllott.
xi. 25), according to the promise: "They shall be all taught of God"
(John vi. 45). Moreover, apostates "withstand the truth," and
finally" turn away their ears from the truth," and, as we learn from
2 Thess. ii., when the" man of sin" is revealed; when" that Wicked
be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth,
and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming. Even him, whose
coming is after the working of Satan, with all power and signs and
lying wonders," will " believe a lie."
But God's children" know the truth," and" walk in the truth."
The Psalmist's words, " 0 how love I thy law" (Ps. cxix. 97) voice the
cry of their hearts.
The children of God are, and will ever be, separated and kept by the
*., Ye ask and receive not, because ye ask e.miss, 'hat ye may coDsume
it upon your luats 11 (margin A. V. 11 pleasures ").
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Truth, the living Word of God, in the power of the Holy Ghost, according to our Lord's prayer, "Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy
word is truth."
It will be noticed that there is a marked similarity between the
passage of Scripture we have been considering, and the inspired
description of the Gentile world (Rom. i. 29-31), and also that in each
case the root cause of the Apostasy is departure from Truth. The
men of the nations of the world" exchanged the truth of God for a
lie "; and" did not like to retain God in their knowledge." In like
manner the men of apostate Christendom" withstand the truth," and
"turn away their ears from the truth." A living American divine
writes: "Men who go wrong, go wrong as fish go bad, first, in the head.
Cain contested the doctrine of a Vicarious Sacrifice-the Lamb as a
Substitute. Out of that conbmtion came enmity, and out of that
came murder. Men deteriorated in proportion as they lost their
principles."
The Church of God, observing the signs of the times, cannot but
conclude that" the last days" are upon us. How long they may last,
and their characteristics be further developed, is known only to God.
In the meantime, may she, by grace, take heed to such exhortations
as those given above, and very many other such-like Scriptures; and
so shall she be found maintaining the Truth-" Holding forth the word
of life," and shining as a light in the world, until the appearing of her
Lord and Saviour.
" Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave Himself for us,
that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself
a peculiar people, zealous of good works" (Titus ii. 13, 14).
Fartown (Sask.) Canada.

ROBERT J. NOYES, RD.,

"LORD. THOU KNOWEST."
IT is a striking question which, in Isaiah li. 12, God asks of His fearing
people after reminding them, "I, even I, am He that comforteth you."
He adds, "Who art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of a man that
shall die . . . and forgettest the Lord thy Maker ~" It is an individual question. The Lord speaks to each of His children in the
secret of their hearts. Each hears His voice, and although when His
family is brought-even to the last one-safe into the house not made
with hands, they will number a multitude which no man can reckonyet HE knows each as if there were no other, as if each were" the only
one of his mother," the choice and tenderly loved. "Thou shalt not
be for another, so shall I also be for thee." It is the mystery of His
love. He says, "Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love."
Who art thou ~ All His children have answered, perhaps in wordless
and unrecognized complaints or hopes. Some of them have had
their answers recorded; spoken, it may be, into human ears, but
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heard by their Lord; for there is not a word in our tongue, " but 10, 0
Lord, Thou knowest it altogether." Let some of them answer, and
we, through patience and comfort of the Scripture, shall have hope.
"I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit," is the reply of Hannah. For
her adversary had long provoked her, and the Lord visited her not.
How simple her request; how easily He could grant the thing she
longed for. Surely it was according to His revealed will, and yet it
seemed as if her hope was lost. But she had another answer in a very
very little while, with a countenance no more sad, "I am the woman
that stood by thee here, praying unto the Lord. And the Lord hath
given me my petition which I asked of Him."
"Who art thou ~" asked the mighty man of wealth, and the stranger
replied, "I am Ruth, thine handmaid." She was Ruth brought from
Moab to show the freeness of God's grace-the sovereignty of His
choice. Not as one of Boaz' handmaidens, yet she received kindness
at his hands; and many there are who in the unusualness of their
leadings (as they think) still hope in Hezekiah's God-" the good
Lord [Who pardons] everyone that prepareth his heart to seek God,
the Lord God of his fathers, though he be not cleansed according to
the purification of the sanctuary." "I am Ruth, thine handmaid,"
she said, but she did not long remain a handmaid. We, who know
more than she did, might put words into her lips and add for herMy name has been in God's book of life from before the foundation of
the world, and still appears in the New Testament of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. And Obed will be ours, and Jesse will come, and
David, and even at present is David's Lord with us, and blesses the
love that His grace has inspired.
"I am the man that hath seen affliction." Jeremiah seemed always
to be sad. "Why should. the children of a· King go mourning all
their days?" was a hymn once given out, with emphasis on the" all,"
to the cheering of a dear man of God. But the Lord led Jeremiah
into deep places and the waves went over his head. "0 Lord, Thou
hast deceived me, and I was deceived." " Let me talk with Thee of
Thy judgments." He understood not the way of the Lord. But he
had heavenly wisdom given to him. He realized that "it is not in
man that walketh to direct his steps." He felt with the wise king,
" How can a man understand his way ~" "It is high, I cannot attain
to it." That is a Spirit-given conclusion, childlike in simplicity,
mature in wisdom. "Neither do I exercise myself in things too
wonderful for me," let them say who are led in paths that they have
not known. "His footsteps are not known," but His gracious precious
will is revealed, and the understanding heart finds rest and strength.
No other way than His would be the right one to the city of habitation,
and that makes the crooked straight and the rough plain; so, even
suffering, according to the will of God, they may" commit the keeping
of their souls to Him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator."
" I am chief," said Paul, and it was of sinners he spoke. But the
very acknowledgment was an invitation to the blessed Man Who
47
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receiveth sinners and eateth with them. And they supped together,
the Lord eating of the fruits of His own garden, in the Spirit-planted
love, repentance, faith, and utter dependence of His apostle-servant,
while the other fed on the Bread of Life. He, Saul of Tarsus, had ouce
asked the question, "Whou art Thou, Lord 1" "I am Jesus, Whom
thou persecutest," was the immediate answer. Short name, but of
eternal moment. And but one of His names, for time cannot show,
eternity will not exhaust the Name that is above every name. Looking
back from the comfortable .words of Isaiah, His Name had meant
salvation from the days of Abraham,whose shield and exceeding great
reward He was. And looking forward, still there was no salvation
in any other, but all salvation in Him, the First and the Last. He
that liveth and was dead and is alive for evermore. "I am the Lord
that healeth thee"-triune Name of the" I am that I am," the God
that said, "I will deal well with thee "-the Lord that changes not.
What depth of love and communion is poured forth in the Song of
Songs where the Bridegroom rejoices over the bride, and the bride can
say, "I am my Beloved's and my Beloved is mine "; of this communion
all shall drink, from the least to the greatest, for He will perform the
mercy promised: "I will say, It is My people, and they shall say,
The Lord is my God."
Blessed spot! The woman of Samaria knew it, and the contritehearted Mary. "I that speak unto thee am HE," will, in the set time to
favour Zion, shed light on many a dark saying and dark path. And
so the Lord says still, as He did to Isaiah, "I, even I, am He that
comforteth you; who art thou" (black but comely, lost but found,
dead but alive again) "that thou shouldest be afraid of a man that
shaUdie . . . and hast feared continually every day because of the fury
of the oppressor, as if he were ready to destroy 1 and where is the fury
of the oppressor 1 "
Each one, a member in particular of Christ---" the weakest saint
shall win the day, though earth and hell obstruct the way." "For there
is no enchantment against J acob, neither is there any divination
against Israel."
"I am Thine, save me."
"Lord, I am Thine, but Thou wilt prove
My faith, my patience, and my love."

FOLLOwER-Olor.
PERFECT trust in a perfect God brings perfect peace. "Thou wilt
keep hiin in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he
trusteth in Thee."-8.avage.
THE voice of the Lord is comfortable, and His words are sweet to those
that fear Him. It is a plain sign that all is not well with us, when the
voice of God doth cast us into fear, when we are afraid to hear the Word
preached, when just reproofs of our sins are unwelcome to us, and
anger us.-Edward Marbury.
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THE CHURCH OF THE FIRST-BORN. PERFECTED IN
ETERNITY.
By THE LATE REV. W. PENNEFATHER, RA.

" WE are not yet come to the rest, and to the inheritance of which
the Lord hath spoken." Divided into numerous regiments, under
different leaders, the soldiers of the cross are yet fighting in the wilderness against the world, the flesh, and the devil. But when the great
conflict of life is over; the Church of the First-born, as one victorious
army, shall enter the heavenly .Jerusalem under the banner of her
great Captain. Then she shall lay down for ever her mortal garments,
and her regimental colours, and taking instead her harp of gold, she
shall sing-" Not unto us, not unto us, but unto Thy ,name give the
praise!" While on earth, the soldiers of the cross might have said,
"I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas": in glory, they
shall unitedly cry, " I am of Christ!" The stars of midnight, though
brilliant in the darkness, are lost in the beams of the morning; and
the ministers of Christ, whom the Lord holds as stars in His.right hand,
and sets in the firmament of the Church, to give light upon the earth,
fade away in the glory of that City which needeth not the sun or the
moon to shine in it-for the Lamb is the light thereof! The names
of states, and countries, and kingdoms, belong to this earthly scene;
hereafter there shall be but one King, "and His name One"; and,
submitting to His righteous sway, His subjects shall be perfectly
united in obedience to His laws, and in the worship of His holy name.
Can we for a moment suppose that the Church triumphant shall
worship J ehovah according to the ancient liturgy of either the Eastern
or Western churches 1 Or shall that "mighty multitude that no
man can number," chant the praises of the" Holy One," in any hymns
now set to earthly melodies 1
What is suited to our " natural" bodies cannot be adapted to our
" spiritual" bodies; and what may befit us, as we meet in temEles
built with hands, would ill accord ,vith the pulsations of our being when
we shall bear the" image of the heavenly." Brethren," it doth not
yet apI'.ear what we shall be; but we know that when He shall appear,
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is."
Can we suppose that when the Church has put on her robe of immortality, she shall be shackled" by the commandments and doctrines of
men" 1 or when soaring amidst the brightness of the eternal throne,
she should ever be stayed in her upward flight by the fetters of time 1
And what are the few fleeting years of the Church's present existence,
in comparison of the eternity that is shortly to open upon her 1 Is it
not strange, then, that our thoughts are so frequently occupied with
things" temporal," instead of with those which are" eternal!' 1
For the hour, " when this corruptible must put on incorruption, and
this mortal must put on immortality," we are preparing; and" the
ordinances of Divine service, and a worldly sanctuary," which may be
in harmony with our present physical condition, would ill accord with
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the powers of our future spiritual existence; therefore, while using
the church's organizations of time, we must remember that we shall
leave them outside the gates of the eternal city. The Holy Ghost is
now instructing the members of the Church of Christ militant here on
earth, for the everlasting companionship of J ehovah and His saints;
and the love and joy and peace which He cultivates are flowers that
bloom, not only in this desert world, but in the paradise above,
To the cherishing of those fruits and graces of the Spirit, which are
eternal, our thoughts should be constantly directed; and while the
,objects of sense and time will now and then claim our attention, that
which endures ought ever to be paramount in our soul's affections.
While our blessed Redeemer was on earth, it was immaterial to Him
whether He was a guest in the Pharisee's house, or sitting by the well
of Samaria; the glory of His Father ever occupied His thoughts.
If He spent the night alone on the mountain top, or taught in the temple,
surrounded by the crowd of worshippers, things unseen and eternal
were ever present to His mind; and though He did not abstract
Himself from daily life, but lived amongst His fellow-men, it was
always true of Him, "He was about His Father's business," The
consciousuess of that all-seeing eye never left Him, and the honour that
throughout eternal ages would redound to God, filled His breast.
For "the joy that was set before Him, He endured the cross, and
despised the shame," "The travail of His soul" satisfied Him.
Now the Lord has left us an example that" we- should follow His
steps"; and if the powers of our souls were occupied with God's
glory, and the eternity that awaits us, we should pass through the
incidents of time, shedding over them the brightness of a heavenly
light, rather than allowing them to cast their dark shadows over our
spirits, and hinder our view of the celestial kingdom. To the unclouded
sunshine of her perfection in eternity, the Church is hastening; and
while animated in her course by the contemplation of the future glory,
she looks back, and traces all her mercies to the everlasting love of
Jehovah! Earth, with all its materialism, and time, with all its
vicissitudes, are but for a moment. They form but a parenthesis
between the eternity past and the eternity that is to come. The
souls of the redeemed, still compassed about with infirmity, look
anxiously onward for that moment when the greatness of being eternally
one with God shall fully open before them. When all the ransomed
of the Lord shall be collected in their Father's house, in those" many
mansions" which a Saviour's love has prepared, the fruits and graces
of the Spirit, which sprang up amidst all the blighting influences of a
fallen world, shall expand and bloom in perfected fragrance and
'beauty. The noxious weeds of controversy are not found in the
paradise of God. The contentions of Paul and Barnabas shall never
again separate the loving fellowship of those holy men; nor will the
"apostle of the Gentiles" have to "withstand" the " apostle of the
circumcision," because of dissembling. No differences of judgment
can arise, when every power of the soul is concentrated upon the glory
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of J ehovah, and when self, being lost sight of, the ransomed of the
Lord are perfectly filled with all the fulness of God! Upon the sea
of glass, which stretches before the throne, there are no tumultuous
waves. Not a ripple disturbs that serene surface, which mirrors on
its bosom the glory of the "throne." The rude breath of earthly
turmoil cannot enter within the gates of the celestial city; and the
boisterous passions of men can never disturb the holy calm that
pervades the dwelling-place of the Most High!
Whatever the members of the Church triumphant were permitted
to accomplish while in the wilderness, for the glory of their Lord and
King, shall abide for ever; while the imperfections that commingled
with their "work of faith," shall never again defile " their service of
love " !

Upon the heavenly countenances of " the just made perfect," there
shall be no traces of earthly souows. The Father's name shall be
written on each forehead, and every face shall be radiant with reflected
beauty. Each shall behold in ills fellow the loveliness of his Saviour's
image; and that borrowed likeness will cause every eye to be turned
afresh towards Him, Who is the source of all glory, as He is the fountain
of all life. The Holy Ghost, Who is the Divine Instructor of the Church
of the First-born, is now teaching His disciples in many schools, and in
a variety of classes. Their ignorance and dulness demand that He
should employ various means for their education, which shall not be
required when "they shall know even as they are known." His
patience and His skill are as infinite as His wisdom and love. But
when the children of God shall be of " full age," and their training here
below is at an end, they shall not need those appliances which were
adapted to their childhood. Unfettered, and clothed with immortality, they shall enter upon the fields of knowledge, which shall eternally spread out before them; and the new song, which was but feebly
chaunted on earth, shall swell throughout the courts of heaven. Circle
after circle of holy worshippers, stretching into the boundlessness of
space, shall echo the wondrous anthem, "Worthy is the Lamb that
was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength,
and honour, and glory, and blessing"; "while every creature which
is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are
in the sea," shall unitedly cry, "Blessing, and honour, and glory,
and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb for ever and ever"! "Beloved, building up yourselves on
your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in
the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto
eternal life."
WE are never safe' but where God sets us, or while God holds us in
His hand.-Oaryl.
WHY need a saint fear darkness, when he has such a Sun to guide him ~
Or dread dangers, when he has such a silleld to guard him ~-Wil!iam
Seeker.
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HOLY SPIRIT.

"HOLY COMFORTER! Who guidest
Those who seek Thine aid Divine;
Who in contrite hearts abidest,
Now, amidst my darkness shine!
Though around me waves are swelling,
And the storms of life increase ;
If my heart be made Thy dwelling,
I shall still be kept in peace.
" 'Tis Thine office, blessed Spirit!
Christ's Remembrancer to be ;
Though such grace I cannot merit,
Now, recall His words to me;
Though with grief my heart seems broken,
Though the waves go 0' er my son! ;
Every word, by JESUS spoken,
Makes the wounded spirit whole.
" God of peace and consolation!
Pour this balm upon my mind ;
In my Saviour's Cross and Passion,
Strength and healing let me find!
Is the outward man decaying?
Be the inward man renewed!
Now Thy power and love displaying,
Cheer my mournfnl solitude.
" Take the things to Christ belonging,
Manifest His love to me ;
Check these thoughts of anguish, thronging
This poor heart, resigned to Thee;
Show me life nor death can sever
From my soul that Heavenly Friend;
Tell me He is mine for ever,
And will love me to the end."

"THE DESIRE OF ALL NATIONS."
STRICTLY speaking, the Desire of the nations of them that are saved.
" And the nations of them that are saved shall walk in the light of it "
(Rev. xxi. 24); that is, the light of the glory of God and of the Lamb.
A people redeemed to God by Christ, and the purchase of His blood,
out 0/ every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation. Ersh"1ne,
in a verse of one of his spiritual songs, paraphrases David's desire in
the following lines :-
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He's my salvation, my desire,

My all that God can bring;
Though till the time designed expire,
He makes Him not to spring."
With the eye of faith, which faith was the gift of God, DaTid could
see that no part of all that appertained to his eternal salvation was
wanting in Him. Our Lord evidently sprang out of Judah and was of
the seed of David according to the flesh. How the Old Testament
saints longed for Him to appear, which appearance they likened to the
day breaking and the fleeing away of the shadows.
Desire is the fruit and effect of life. Till spiritual life is implanted in
the soul by Jehovah's regenerating grace, there can be no desire for Him
Who is the Desire of all nations; for until then He is a root out of a dry
ground. He hath no form nor comeliness, and when we (in our nature
state) shall see Him (as in the ,days of His flesh, or as we hear of
. Him
in the preached Word), there is no beauty that we should desire Him.
It is to the eye of a sensible sinner, one who is poor and needy, that
that is found which creates and calls forth the desire. The preparation of the heart of man, elect of God, must ever precede this desire,
and this preparation is distinctly declared by the prophet as a bringing
down of those who in their carnal security are said to dwell on high,
whose every thought in that state is an exalting of self above Christ
and His salvation. This preparation of the heart results in laying the
lofty ~ity of Man-soul low, laying it low, even to the ground, bringing
it even to the dust. When Christ, in the day of His power, by the
communications of His own grace and Spirit, makes the soul which had
hitherto been high and lofty, spiritually poor and needy, bringing him
into the way of righteousness and leading him in the paths of judgment
(such paths being ordered by the Lord for a blessed designed end), then
that soul comes into the felt possession of this living desire after Christ,
the Desire of all nations. " Yea, in the way of Thy judgments, 0
Lord, have we waited for Thee; the desire of our soul is to Thy name,
and to the remembrance of Thee." Such are found to be the ends' of
the world that shall remember and turn unto the Lord. Such are
found to be the ends of the earth that shall look unto Him and be
saved, for He alone is God the Saviour, and there is none else, let Rome
say and pretend what she may to the contrary. Says Kent :" To His Church, His joy, and treasure,

Every trial works for good;
They are dealt in weight and measure,
Yet how little understood;
N at in anger,
But from His dear Covenant love." ,

Jerusalem in bondage desired a murderer to be granted unto them,
and killed the Desire of all nations. But Sergius Paulus desired to
hear the word of God, and tidings of salvation through Him; and the
Gentiles of the city of Antioch besought that the same tidings of grace
and salvation might be preached to them again ·the next Sabbath day.
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./<'or this Jesus, this Desire of all nil.tions, is revealed to the faith of them
that are His in the preaching of the everlasting Gospel. He stands
behind the wall of ordinances, even as He does behind the wall of our
earthly tabernacle. "Behold, He standeth behind our wall, He
looketh forth at the. windows, showing Himself through the lattice."
Ah! says one, my desires are faint, feeble, and few. Well, be it so ;
If they flow from the fountain of J ehovah's regenerating grace, then
they are and must be inspired by Jesus: as Mr. Hart truly says :" Those feeble desires, those wishes so weak,
'Tis Jesus inspires, and bids you still seek;

His Spirit will cherish the life He first gave;
You never shall perish if Jesus can save."

I have observed in this November number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
an appreciative voice from Scotland, and it rejoiced my heart to read
it, for one feels saddened by the present-day spiritual desolation of that
land compared with the rich fruit she bore in years that are past. When a
youth, fifty years ago, I heard from a Scottish pulpit Erskine's " Gospel
Sonnets" quoted by the minister, showing that even so recently as
1862, Erskine's works were known, loved, and held in high esteem by
some ministers and people_ But to-day, 1912, where is the man who
in Erskine's own country, will rivet Scriptural, spiritual, experimental
matter in the mind of his hearer by quoting one verse of them? Why
is this, if it be not that" truth is fallen in her streets"? By the abounding of error and a Yea and Nay gospel, the Holy Spirit is grieved, and
few sU!lh desires as his are heard in the land :11

Then said

I~

Oh, to mOlmt away,

leave this heavy clog of clay I
Let wings of time more swiftly fly,
That I may join the songs on high."
But, say some, there was a dead fly even in his pot of ointment. We
readily own it. Here it is, consider it, and speak your minds {Sermons,
vol. vii., page 111)-" The question, then, here is not, Ale you an elect,
or.not? Nor is it, Are you a believer, or not? But the question.is,
Are you a sinner that needs a Saviour? And is He manifesting His
love and grace, and giving Himself in the Gospel-offer to you? Then
upon the warrant of this word of salvation sent to you, you may say
with particular application to yourself, ' He loved me and gave Himself
for me.''' Here we have the good man finding an offer of salvation in
the text, "He loved me and gave Himself for me." Here we have
him in the trammels of his ecclesiastical Presbyterian system. But do
these trammels always obscure that pure language that was given him
by the special leading of the spirit of God? By no means; for in the
same volume, at page 256, we find him speak as the oracles of God,
thus: "Being God, He is the fountain of all things and beings; the
fountain of life; as without Him nothing was made that was made,
so without. Him. no new creation can take place. Neither men nor
angels can create: 'In the beginning God created the heaven and the
And
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earth: and all things in them: and He only could do it; because He
is God, and there is none else. And if all things be made new, a new
heaven and a new earth, a new heart and a new life, a new faith and a
new hope: He only can do it because He is God, and there is none else.
The work here is greater; for, when He made the world, there was
nothing to resist Him; but all the powers of earth and hell oppose this
new -work." And further on in the same Sermon; p. 262,. the good man
comes out even stronger under the anointing that teacheth all things,
thus: "All our spiritual blessings are of God; so the Christian should
say, My new life is of God, my righteousness is of God, my strength is
of God, my faith and hope is of God. Let Arminian doctrine be doomed
and disclaimed by all that would have God glorified and their souls
saved. Let the doctrine of man's freewill and natural powers fall
before the ark of God, the doctrine of God's free grace and of His
Divine power: for all things are of God. Let none assume a deity to
themselves, as if they were gods, but come and lie in the dust (Isa.
xlvii). Oh, that He would stain the pride of man! "
These extracts are most useful to make straight paths for the feet of
God's own dear children especially in their beginnings, that they may
eschew the doctrines and commandments of men, and cleave to and'
abide by the Holy Spirit's leading and guiding into all truth. Thus,
if they buy the truth and sell it not-for a mess of Arminian pottagethey will see more and more of the All-fulness and All·sufficiency of
Jesus the Son of God, although their hearts may often be sick
through hope deferred. And when the Desire of all nations comes
unto them, to be blessedly possessed and enjoyed by them, it shall be .
found to be to them " a tree of life."
Birkenhead.
G. A.
FROM "A CLUSTER OF CANAAN'S GRAPES."
PRINTED FOR JOSEPH GURNEY, LoNDON, 1772.
GOD'S presence is not to banish evil from us, but to comfort and support
us under evils, and to moderate and order them, as a father is present
with a sick child. All the presence of God is not in deliverance, but
He is present also in His assistance, and in His comforts; though
you be not delivered from your evils, yet you are enabled to bear,
and you are comforted under them, and this is a gracious presence of
God with you.
God wants to be gracious to His people; He waits for opportunities
that He may do His people good in the best season, but He doth not
sit still all the while. He hath prepared His throne for judgment,
and He hath prepared the instruments of death for the enemies. He
is preparing the mercy for His people, and them for the mercy.
Those truths which many, yea, the generality of such who are
called Christians esteem foolishness, persons spiritually enlightened
account most sacred. They discover the infinite riches of Divine grace,
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the unfathomable depths of Divine wisdom, and the holiness, justice,
truth and faithfulness of God, which have a most illustrious display
therein, and therefore their holy souls approve of, admire, and adore
those blessed truths which they plainly see are incomprehensible.
True nobility consists in relation to God in Jesus Christ, and that
relation shall never be dissolved, nor will God ever disown it.
Christ will collect them all together, His redeemed, and bestow upon
them all that glory designed for them, and the view He will then have
of His seed will fill Him with the highest pleasure. Then will He
present them to the Father, saying, "Behold I and the children whom
Thou hast given Me.'~ And His presentation of them will be made
with exceeding joy. Then will be accomplished fully the glorious contrivance of eternal love and infinite wisdom concerning the Person of
Christ and all His members, wherein the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
and the Church and angels, will eternally rejoice.
Greatness and preciousness do not often meet together; and many
things are great, but then they are not precious; and many things are
precious, but then they are not great; but in the promises of God to
His Church and people, greatness and preciousness do meet.
God, in the Covenant of His love, hath freely given and made over
Himself to His people, in all His riches and fulness, in all His excellencies
and perfections, to be used, possessed and enjoyed by them as an allsufficient rest-portion and happiness for ever.
To pray in Christ's Name is to pray with reliance upon the grace,
favour, and worthiness of the merits of Christ, in Whom we have believed
and have access with confidence by the faith of Him. Christ's satisfaction is the ground of our intercession.
The righteous man makes godliness his gain, the wicked man makes
gain his godliness.
By the word of grace we are to understand God's free, sovereign
good pleasure, whereby He acteth in Christ towards His people. Grace
and mercy, ,therefore, are terms that have their distinct significations.
Mercy signifies pitifulness or a running over of infinite bowels to objects
in a miserable and helpless condition. But grace signifies that God
still acts in this as a free agent, not being wrought upon by the misery
of the creature as a procuring cause, but of His own princely
mind.
When we have stretched our conceptions as far as we can concerning
the pardoning grace of God, we are as much below its real extent as
the distance of the heavens is from the earth. So He plainly tells us
Who will not nor cannot deceive us. And therefore there is not the
least room left us to admit a scruple concerning the pardon and salva·
tion of the chief of sinners. His promise is a sufficient security, for
He cannot violate it.
If we are drawn with the cords of love, with the bands of a man, it
is because we are objects of love. If we come to Christ, approve of
Him, cleave to Him, it is a certain consequence of our having seen
and heard and learned of the Father; and therefore it must necessarily
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be an evidence that we are passed from death to life, and that we shall
not come into condemnation.
To see Christ and to converse with Christ in our glorified nature is
the great desire of our hearts, and to know more of Him, and of God
in Christ, is that which we are born unto; so that all the pleasant entertainments we have here in Gospel ordinances and promises only serve
to sharpen our spiritual appetites after heaven our home.
A little grace is true grace. Fire in the spark is as well fire as the
flame; the filings of gold are gold as well as the whole wedge; a drop
of water is water as well as the whole ocean. Thus a little grace is
true grace.
God is chiefly delighted and at rest in Himself and the perfections of
His own being; next to Himself, His soul is delighted and at rest in
Christ as Mediator. "Behold Mine elect, in Whom My soul delighteth,"
saith the Father of Him; and next to Christ the Mediator, His soul is
at rest in His saints and people in and through Christ. He looks upon
them not as they are in themselves, but as they are in Christ; not as
apart from Christ, but as made one with Christ, and so as shining in
His beauty and clothed with His righteousness, as participating in
all His amiableness. He looks upon them not so much according to
what they are in the counsels of His own love, as what He intends to
make them; and so they are all-glorious, both within and without.
Accordingly, He is delighted in them.
There are no saving views of God but in Christ, and there are no
gracious views God hath of men but in Christ. If we look on God out
of Christ, we are dazzled with an overwhelming confounding Majesty..
If God looks on us out of Christ, He seeth hateful and hated sinners.
Pray often, for prayer is a shield to the soul, a sacrifice to God, and a
scourge to Satan.
WE trust not to our good frames, or warm feelings, or sensible comforts,
or to any of the genuine fruits and effects of faith, but we trust what
God says simply, as His record; and therefore we walk in a constant
dependence of the truth of God in His Word, and of the faitb:fulness
of God to His Word. True faith has no founda,ion, when given, but
the Word of God; nothing to rest on but the Divine truth, no support
but the Divine power, and no growth but from the Divine influence.Romaine.

WHEN God forgives, He forgives like Himself. The source, the
channel, the power, and the standard of forgiveness are all Divine.
When God cancels a man's sins, He does so according to the measure
in which Christ bore those sins. Now, Christ bore not only some or
many of the believer's sins, He bore them" all," and therefore God
forgives" all." "Who forgiveth all thine iniquities." God's forgiveness stretcheth to the length of Christ's atonement; and Christ's atonement stretches to the length of everyone of the believer's sins, past,
present, and future. "The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us
from all sin."-" Things New and Old."
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GROVE CHAPEL. CAMBERWELL.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISToN,-Seven years ago last September, God was
pleased to remove from us our much-esteemed Pastor, the Rev. Thos.
Bradbury, since which the gospel has been dispensed to the people
by supplies from week to week. During the past summer and autumn
we have had the Rev. H. Atherton, of Halliwell, Bolton, preaching
to us with considerable acceptance, and the Church having invited
him, he has accepted the Pastorate, his stated labours commencing
(D.V.) at the beginning of 1913. Knowing that many of your readers
are acquainted with "The Grove," and its past history, it occurred
to us that you would perhaps kindly give publicity to the above.
The enclosed cutting is, as you will see, a reprint from the Bolton
Chronicle, announcing Mr. Atherton's removal to London.
Trusting that you are keeping well, and with kind Christian regards,
I am, dear Mr. Ormiston,
Yours sincerely,
'V. PREBBLE.
39, RITHERDON RoAD,
BALHAM. LONDON, S.W., Nov. 14th, 1912.
[May the presence and power of the Holy Ghost rest abundantly
on the new Pastor and the Chapel in South London.-EnIToR.]
THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the" GOSPEL" MAGAZINE."
DEAR SIR,-I am very grateful to several kind friends who have sent
us large gifts of bound volumes of Truth. These we find most useful in
the work for lending to seamen and soldiers. Besides these we are
busily engaged ID circulating many thousands of Magazines, so that our
hands are indeed full. The following letter from a Chaplain has just
reached me : " Thank you so much for the two boxes of Gospel literature
sent, which arrived yesterday. The contents will be scattered literally
to the ends of the earth. We have an enthusiastic band of workers,
and every ship in port is visited once a week, and the good seed sown.
At our other centres we have permanent and continuous efforts. A
lady is also working amongst the fisher girls and men of the herring
fleet till the end of November. Will you join your prayers with ours
that the Lord will make bare His arm in the conversion of many 1"
From another missionary: "Will you please accept best thanks for
the box of nice books and magazines which you have sent for the use
of the sailors 1 They are most acceptable, and will be of good service."
Again, earnestly asking the kind help of friends of the soldier and
sailor to enable us to press forward in these dangerous and evil times,
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD,
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL, Nov., 1912.
R. E. BRIDER. "
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THE LATE MR. LOT SHEPPARD.
To the Editor 0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-You will be Borry to hear of the death of
Mr. Lot Sheppard, of Bath. You will remember that you met him at the
late Miss Brown's house when you came to preach at Kensington
Episcopal Chapel. He had been in Miss Brown's service for over forty
years. After her death in 1905, he married and went to live at Weston,
a suburb of Bath, where he resided till he was called home on last
Saturday, N'Ov. 2nd. He was interred at Box Cemetery this afternoon.
Mr. Sheppard was a genuine servant of God, deeply taught in the
precious truths of the Gospel. While in Miss Brown's service he
regularly read the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and greatly loved the distinctive
truths for which the MAGAZINE stands. For many years he attended
the services at Kensington Episcopal Chapel, Bath. I remember l:>eing
impressed with his prayer at the first prayer-meeting I attended at
Kensington School, when I began my Ministry here on Dec. 31st, 1898.
He loved to converse on the things of God. Often after a Service he
would refer to thoughts which had struck him. He was much trusted
and respected by those who knew him, and he ministered to many who
were laid aside, as opportunity offered.
One of his annual pleasures was to attend the Clifton Conference.
No one who attended drank in the precious truths enunciated there
with greater avidity than he did. He had listenel! to Mr. George
Miiller, Mr. James Wright, Mr. Bergin, the Revs. J. C. Martin, Thomas
Davis, Dr. Doudney, and others, with great pleasure. He was present.
at the Conference held two years ago. You yourself had a warm
place in his heart. Now, however, in his 72nd year, he has been called
up higher. "The memory of the just is blessed."
With warm Christian regards,
Yours affectionately,
KENSINGTON PARSONAGE,
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
BATH, N av. 7th, 1902.
THE NEW PASTOR OF GROVE CHAPEL,. CAMBERWELL.
THE congregation of the well-known Chapel in Camberwell Grove has
again chosen a Lancashire man for its Pastor, Mr. Henry Atherton
having accepted the ·call. The following appreciation is taken from
the columns of the Bolton Chronicle :-" Henry Atherton, Evangelist,
Eph. ii. 8, 9. This is the motto of one who has laboured for the past
two years at St. Paul's, Halliwell, and who has also played a prominent
part in the religious li.fe of the town. His wonderful work at Halliwell
speaks for itself, many changed lives and homes bearing testimony to
the fruits of his never-tiring labours. A champion of the old-fashioned,
man-humbling, God-exalting doctrines of grace, an uncompromising
Protestant, an ardent admirer of such men as Hooper, Ridley, Latimer,
Cranmer, and others, not omitting our own local martyr, George Marsh.
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of Deane, it goes without saying that what Henry Atherton does not
know of the writings and works of the old divines and standard-bearers
of our National Church is not worth knowing. And no wonder, when
one sees his marvellous library of books, which would do credit to an
archbishop. To hear him address a large crowd from the Town Hall
steps is an inspiration; his denunciations of blatant Atheism, Socialism,
Popery, or the prevalent sins of drunkenness, immorality, or gambling
have been the talk of the town. He distributed thousands of tracts
and pamphlets (over 180,000 in one year), sold 1,000 Coronation Bibles,
and 400 copies of the life of Calvin, besides hundreds of other books.
His loss to our town will be great, he having been a power for good. His
influence has been widely felt, and whilst regretting his removal from
our midst, we tender our heartfelt congratulations to him upon his
preferment to Grove Chapel, London, where he will be called upon to
exercise a still larger influence, not only in his own particular charge,
but in the metropolis generally, in directing and advising many of the
Protestant and Evarigelical societies. Grove Chapel is known the wide
world over for its strong adherence to the old doctrines of Free and
Sovereign Grace, such as are contained in 'The 39 Articles of the
Church of England,' and 'The Westminster Confession of Faith,'
the doctrines which were held by all the Reformers, English and
Continental, the whole of the Puritans, and under Mr. Atherton still
sure to be proclaimed. To old Boltonians Grove Chapel is connected
with the late John Taylor, as recorded in ' Autobiography of a Lancashire Lawyer,' first coroner of the Borough of Bolton: edited by
James Clegg, and published by The Ohronicle Office, Knowsley Street,
in 1883. Uuder date Sept. 7, 1847, we read: 'Left Leamington for
London, and the same evening, at 7, went to Grove Chapel, Camberwell,
and heard the Rev. J oseph Irons preach from Psalm xxvi. 6, "I will
wash my hands in innocency; so will I compass Thine altar, 0 Lord."
Subject: Christ the sinners' Altar, to Whom all our offerings must be
brought, and through Whom alone can they be accepted by the
Father'; and from that there grew up a familiar intimacy. Grove
Chapel has only had three pastors during this last century-the Rev.
Joseph Irons for nearly forty years, Rev. James Jay for over twenty
years, and the Rev. Thomas Bradbury for over thirty years. We
sincerely hope that the Rev. Henry Atherton may be enabled to be
Pastor even longer than any of his predecessors. Mr. Atherton, like
his predecessor, Mr. Bradbury, is a Lancashire man, Mr. Bradbury
having been born in Manchester and Mr. Atherton having been born in
the neighbouring town of Wigan. For many years Mr. Atherton has
taken a bold stand for the Evangelical and Protestant cause, especially
what is termed 'The Free Grace' side, and he has seemed destined
for London for many years. For over fourteen years he was with the
Church Association, and, according to the annual reports, was one of
the Society's most successful officers. For several years he was Pastor
of the Church of England Protestant Mission, Halifax, Yorkshire, and
for three years the Pastor of the Church of England Evangelical and
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Protestant Mission, Oxford, which he left two years ago to be evangelist
for St. Paul's, Halliwell. His work there has prospered greatly. The
men's class has risen by leaps and bounds, until it is now one of the
largest in the town. Although a Churchman, he has had no ecclesiastical
. narrowness, for many of the Nonconformist Churches have heard the
ring of his voice. He will be missed from many of the Committees in
Bolton, but in Loudon he may be able to join the greater Committees.
Mr. Atherton comes to Camberwell with a tried reputation from the
North, where reputations are hardly won."

lhotef5tant 15earon.
THE DEVIL, THE WORD, AND THE CALVINIST.
"YEA, hath God said ... 1"

In these first recorded words. of the
Tempter is subtly expressed the bitter antagonism of the father of lies
to the Word of God. The Devil is rarely mentioned by name in the Old
Testament; but the thoughtful reader cannot fail to see, in the inspired
story of our race for twenty-one centuries from Adam to Abraham, the
sinister influence in human affairs of the old Serpent who, in the Garden
of Eden, made his first guileful attack upon the Word of the living God.
After his success in inducing the woman to doubt and pervert the
warning of her Maker and, with her husband, to disobey the Divine
command, the adversary was dismayed to hear the promise of a
Redeemer, the Seed of the woman, Who should come to earth in later
years, to be victorious in suffering and to bruise the Serpent's head.
Driven out from the Paradise of God, fallen man quickly corrupted
his way upon the earth. With increasing population there arose a
complete disregard of the Divine revelation of the way back to God
through sacrifice, until, at length, "God saw that the wickedness of man
was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of
his heart was only evil continually."
The Deluge frustrated Satan's carefully laid plan to seduce the whole
race and defeat the purposes of God in redemption. "Noah found
grace in the eyes of the Lord," aud the electing love of God was
displayed in the preservation of one family in purity in the midst of
universal pollution, and in the salvation of eight persons who feared
God from the overwhelming judgment which wiped the unclean multitudes from the face of the earth, even as a wet sponge removes the
writing from a schoolboy's slate.
When the waters abated the ark was opened, and Noah's first act
was to build an altar unto the Lord. J ehovah smelled a sweet savour
of the burnt offerings presented on Ararat, and, with the Divine blessing
ringing in their eaTI\ and the joy of redemption in their hearts, the
family of the "Preacher of Righteousness" went forth to replenish
the earth.
Smarting under his defeat, the Devil next proceeded to attack the
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human race on the spiritual side, and on the very next page of Holy
Writ we find the descendants of Noah combining tb build a tower for
the worship of the constellations. The eleventh chapter of Genesis
is the historical record of the origin in Shinar of the Babyloniau cult
of Astarte, a blasphemous burlesque of Divine revelation which, as we
shall shortly show, exists among us to this day under the false name of
the" Holy Catholic Church." The projected city was not completed,
for" the Lord scattered them abroad upon the face of all the earth."
Among the scattered peoples the system of religion originated at
Shinar grew into an elaborate idolatrous organization, and the clear
revelation of the way of redemption through saClIDce was smothered
by the evil imaginations and ingenio\ls devices of fallen man, prompted
by the old enemy.
But again the arm of Jehovah was stretched out in grace. Dealing
no longer with mankind as a whole, He called out of an idolatrous city
one man whom He had chosen to be the medium of Divine communication, the channel of revelation, one man in whose descendants the
promise of redemption should be enshrined till the Redeemer should
appear, and in whose Seed all the families of earth should be blessed.
The history of Abraham's posterity shows that Satan was successful
in inducing them to forsake the Lord, to pervert His Word, and to turn
aside to worship the gods of the heathen invented at Shinar. Brought
into close touch with idolatry in Egypt, the chosen people in after years
reverted to it again and again, cruelly ill·treating the faithful prophets
of the Lord, and committing abomination" upon every high hill and
under every green tree" in the promised -land. Their shameful apostasy
was followed by the stern judgments of their jealous God. In exile
and in desolation they suffered for their sin, and then returned, only to
provoke the Lord to anger yet again.
At length the voice of God was hushed. The Old Testament closed
with warning of a curse, and after that last word penned by Malachi no
new prophet, inspired from on high, appeared in Israel for four hundred
years. During that dreary period of strife and disorder, a mass of vain
tradition was added to God's Word, and, when the voice of John the
Baptist rang through the wilderness and broke the silence of centuries,
the nation was under the spiritual guidance of men who were slaves to
tradition, and who had handled with scrupulous care the letter of the
Word while failing dismally to appreciate its spirit. Israel had become
a nation of hypocrites.
Then the Redeemer appeared, and the people who had failed to
understand the written Word failed also to recognize the Incarnate
Word of God. In their emphatic rejection of His claims they
unconsciously fulfilled the prophecies concerning the "despised and
rejected of men." The Son of God died at their hands. Rising from
the grave on the third day, according to the Scriptures, He lingered for
forty days in the scenes of His rejection and death, and showed· Himself
from time to time to the faithful few who owned His name. Then He
led them out to Bethany and, with hands extended in blessing, He was
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parted out of their sight. The everlasting doors were lifted up. The
King of Glory entered in. The Conqueror of death, made perfeet
through suffering, took His place 38 Mediator at the right hand of the
Majesty on High.
.
Before His death, our Lord had promised to send "another
Comforter," and in due time the Holy Ghost descended and possessed
the waiting disciples. A risen, living, exalted Messiah was the burden
of the inspired message to Israel of the twelve apostles. The assembled
Jews received the good news with joy, and hope rose high that the
favoured nation would believe the Gospel which was to be preached to
the Jew first. This hope was not to be realized. The god of this world
again blinded their eyes, and those who were eulightened from on high
were called upon to endure fierce persecution from their blind brethren.
So obdurate was the unbelief of Israel that, at length, the apostles
turned with their message to the Gentiles, and the Gentiles received it.
The adversary was quick to perceive the possibilities of the new
situation thus created, and proceeded to use the power of his own
organized religion to crush the Christian faith and blot out the memory
. of the Saviour. Now at this time the Babylonian cult of Astarte,
invented at Shinar, was, with certain modifications and developments,
the state religion of the Roman empire: Attempt after attempt was
made, by cruel persecution, to exterminate the Christians, or to compel
the saints of God to renounce their faith and burn incense upon pagan
altars. Three centuries proved this scheme to be a dismal failure.
The Devil therefore abandoned it and cast about for a new method.
Indomitable as ever, he conceived the brilliant idea of doing by guile
and craftiness what he had failed to accomplish by force. He would
get rid of Chlistianity by amalgamating it with his own thriving pagan
system. Paganism, masquerading as Christianity, with Christian
nomenclature, should flourish and develop under the protecting wing
of the state. The device which had been so successful in covering up
the primitive revelation in Old Testament times should be repeated on
a huge scale among the nations of Christendom.
It is impossible here to describe in detail the evolution of Satan's
masterpiece. The daring scheme prospered beyond all expectations.
The Emperor Constantine professed conversion to Christianity.
Patronage took the place of persecution. The pure, apostolic faith
was quickly corrupted by unholy compromise. The old pagan feasts were
still celebrated and the old symbols used. The very calendar was
adjusted so that the devout pagan could become a Christian with the
least possible inconvenience to himself. It was a small matter to
change the names of his deities. He had been in the habit of worshipping the Queen of Heaven and her son. To oblige his Christian
neighbour he would call the Queen of Heaven Mary, and her Son Jesus.
Christian and pagan could then unite in worsbip at the old pagan
festivals. Such a change was not brought about in a day, it was a
progressive work extending over many years. In course of time the
central truth of the one Mediator between God and man was. lost.
,8
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,New Testament names with ,the prefix of Saint were given to the host
of imaginary deities with which the ingenuity of misguided generati9ns
of pagans had peopled heaven.
Centuries passed, and the burlesque prospered. The Word of God
,receded farther and further into the background, and was supplanted
·by, a .constantly growing excrescence of futile and lying tradition.
Elaborate ritual aud gorgeous ceremouial passed for spirituality, and
a corrupt and guileful priesthood waxed mighty in power and influence
,~ver . the ignorant and deluded multitudes., The Bishop of Rome
claimed precedence of all other bishops and arrogated to himself the
title of .Vicar of Christ on earth, Dogma was added to dogma and lie
to lie. The papacy became a giganttc machine for extorting money by
false pretences from the credulous people whose spiritual welfare was
subordinated to the base lust of the clergy for money and power.
. So Satan's scheme progressed, until the papacy became the dominant
power in Western Europe. The Pope was recoguized as head of the
.Church and ruler of kings. The Bible was an unknown book to the
laity, and the nations were as sheep whose ouly shepherds are ravenous
wolves,
,
Darkn.ess covered the earth, and gross darkness the people, It was
in, England that the light broke forth first when, in the Lord's good
time, John Wyclif translated God's Word into the English language
and preached the old Gospel, "without money and without price,"
Unmoved by threats of Pope and priest and greedy friar, the reformer
nobly ~tood his ground. The people rejoiced in the news of free salvation, and decreasing numbers flocked to buy the costly intercessions
of ,the priests of Rome. That Wyclif was allowed to die in his bed is
one of the enigmas of history, viewed from the human standpoint. Too
late to injure the man, Rome realized the extent of his work and
influence, .and in futile rage desecrated the evangelist's grave, burned
his bones, cursed his memory and wreaked cruel vengeance upon his
followers.
In the period of darkness which followed the brief shining of the light,
the church of Rome reached the depth of her degradation and corruption, Then, early in the sixteenth century, the European seats of
learning were stirred with the revival of the .study of ancient literature
and the discovery of the original Hebrew and Greek texts of Holy
Scripture.. The Greek testament of Erasmus found its way to England,
and young men at the universities found in it the way of life and peace.
Among them was William Tyndale, whose eyes were opened and whose
Iloul was fired with the noble resolve to place God's Word within reach
of the ignorant and unlearned, In spite of the foul and treacherous
,means used by the papacy to harass the translater and hinder his work,
Tyndale lived to complete the translation of the whole Bible from the
original tongues into English, and to see the New Testament and the
Pentateuch printed and widely circulated. This noble servant of God
paid the penalty with his life. The church enjoyed the triumph of
seeing him strangled by the public executioner, and his body burned.
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The man was not fit to live. He had given the English people an
English Bible.
So Tyndale died, but his work survived him. Through the m~rvel·
lous workings of providence, ~ the reign of that inconsistent Romanist
Henry VIII., copies of Tyndale's Bible were multiplied by the printing
press and circulated by royal authority. But the days of persecution
were not yet. past. The reading of the Bible undermined' the public
faith in the doctrine of transubstantiation, and, with characteristic
inconsistency, the king, influenced by popish advisers, proceeded to
burn people who believed the Book which he himself had given them:
The fiendish cruelty of the papacy in the years following the first
appearance of the printed English Bible is unsurpassed in the whole
history of the world. In his anxiety to rid the earth of those people
who believed God's Word, the devil seems to have taken possession of
the officials and clergy of Rome, and urged them to a last frantic
endeavour to stamp out "heresy" by sheer, unbridled, diabolical
cruelty. Torn to pieces on the rack, mutilated with ghastly implementll
of torture, branded with red hot irons, the dear saints of God were
faithful unto death, even death by fire. The enemy's plan was
defeated, and the Word of God prospered exceedingly until it became
the one Book of the English people.
But not only in England was Rome's power waning. God used
Luther and Calvin to enlighten Europe, as Tyndale and his friends had
enlightened England. At length even the papacy itself was forced
to admit that reform of the church was necessary. The morals of the
clergy were a public scandal, and their doctrines would not bear the
scrutiny of peoples into whose hearts the pure Word of God was shining.
We are not concerned here with Rome's ludicrous attempt to reforIll
herself at the COuncil of Trent, when a gang of notoriously profligate
bishops reluctantly but unblushingly discussed their own flagrant
immoralities, and formulated a creed for Christendom. That Council,
the greatest fraud in history, did not avail to save the church.
Calvinism was the force which, under God's blessing, broke the
power of Rome in Europe. The devil eould not maintain his ground
against John Calvin's grand declaration of faith, based upon the
unchanging Word of the living God. The great reformer originated no
new doctrine. He merely. rescued and reaffirmed truths which had
long lain buried under the corruption of the historic church of Christendom. Our English Book of Common Prayer proves that the English
reformers wer.e Calvinists, and we steadfastly maintain that the doctrines
of free and sovereign grace were at once the glory and the strength of
the reformed Church of England, and the spirit and life of the Reformation among the Teutonic nations of Western Europe.
Knowing what we do of the mighty intelligence, mysterious influence,
and persevering character of the prince of the power of the air, we
shall not be surprised to find that the craftiness of Satan was concentrated against the creed which had spoiled his masterpiece. When
the hated system of theology rose triumphant from a series of relentlc88
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persecutions which would have maimed and crippled and utterly
destroyed anything short of Divine truth, the adversary cast about for
another weapon to use against the Word and truth of God. Moor the
lapse of many years, during which Toplady, Hart, Watts, and many
other giants in the faith, in England and on the Continent, witnessed
powerfully for the doctrines of grace, he found a weapon to his liking.
The secret of the Calvinist's power was in his implicit faith in God's
Word, and his exposition of it under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
AB the Book could no longer be kept hidden in monasteries or veiled by
the dense fogs of tradition which Reformation light had dispelled, it
must be discredited in another way. With this end in view Satan sent
forth his servants to sit in professors' chairs in universities and colleges,
and in editorial offices of religious and secular publications, and even,
to preach in the assemblies of people met ostensibly to worship God.
These men, pretending to be actuated by unfeigned zeal for truth,
proceeded to criticise the Word of God, and to teach their unhappy
dupes that the Bible was a collection of myths, and forgeries, and
falsehoods, and romance. The people were first startled, then shocked,
to hear from Christian (sic) ministers the theories which for years had
been propounded with little or no result by avowed unbelievers and
honest infidels. After a time the Protestant nations became accustomed to the lie, and, towards the close of the nineteenth century,
many professing Christians had lost faith in the old sword.
Taking full advantage of the opportunity thus created, Rome is now
straining every nerve in a frantic attempt, by the splendour of her
oeremonial, perfection of her organization, and brilliancy of her diplo-.
macy, to regain in Western Europe, and especially in England, the
power of which Calvinism spoiled her three hundred years ago. And
she is meeting with no small success among peoples who fail to recognize
in· papal Rome the" mother of abominations, drunk with the blood of
the saints." The noble ideals of John Calvin have been lost, and there
has sprung up in a nation enervated by the Higher Criticism a mawkish
sentimentality which will tolerate anything except the doctrines of free
and sovereign grace. They call us fanatics and bigots, and accuse us
of intolerance. That charge has been well met by J. A. Froude, who
said ." Calvinists have been called intolerant. Intolerance of an
enemy who is trying to take your life seems to me a pardonable state of
mind." And let it be noted that our intolerance is, and always has
been, reserved for systems and dogmas which violate God's Word;
it has never extended to persons. Our weapons are spiritual. We
have no use for the carnal weapons of Rome, the rack, the thumbscrew
and the stake.
And now, in the midst of strife and discord and disorder, in the
deafening clamour of contending sects and factions, in the dark days
when evil men and seducers wax worse and worse, the Calvinist stands,
steadfast in the faith, clinging grimly to the old sword, fighting the
Lord's battles against the armies of Antichrist and the traitors ill the
camp.
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And so will we stand, the Lord being our helper, illltil He shall come
of Whom it is written, "He shallsmite the earth with the rod of His
mouth, and With the breath of His lips shall He slay the wicked."
Ealing, October, 1912.
ALFRED G. SECRETT.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By

THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.

THE work of the Society was, by the kind permission of the Convener,
described at the recent Clifton Conference by the Secretary. Not a
few friends who were present, some from distant par¥> of the country,
expressed their deep interest in the Institution, and the Committee
feel that a quickening of sympathy and prayer is among the results.
On November 1st the Autumn Meeting at the Hornsey Rise Home
was held. The Sale of Work commenced in the afternoon. Tea was
provided for a large number of visitors, and the inmates were invited
as guests. In the evening the Rev. E. Mitchell preached from Eccles.
vii. 13, " Consider the work of God: for who can make that straight,
which He hath made crooked ~" The proceeds of the day were
devoted to the Maintenance and Benevolent Funds, by the latter
of which medical attendance, nursing, and nourishment for the sick
are provided. The London Homes are visited by not a few friends
from the country, and the Committee rejoice that they unanimously
bear testimony to the comfort and peace of these quiet resting·places.
The Board rooms have many interesting portraits upon the walls,
notably a noble painting of William Huntington, presented by the
late Mr. W. H. Collingridge, also portraits of Watts Wilkinson, Henry
Smith, of Nottingham, and others whose memories are fragrant.
Brighton has for many years past been a centre of influence on
behalf of the Institution. The recent Anniversary was largely attended,
and the n'et results exceeded those of last year. The arrangements
were in the hands of Mr. S. Combridge, OUt Local Hon. Secretary.
General Sir Robert Biddulph, G.C.B.,. presided over the afternoon
meeting, at which addresses were given by the Revs. A. J. Day, RA.,
of the Circus Church, Portsmouth, M. C. Brownlow, M.A., J. K.
Popham, J. H. Hallett, and H. S. Boulton, Mr. A. Hayles, the Treasurer,
and other friends. It is proposed to enlarge the Home as soon as the
estimated cost has been subscribed, about £350 being still needed.
Including those in the Home, there are 60 pensioners in the town, and
upwards of £460 per annum is expended among them. To all our
generous local friends the Committee express their hearty thanks for
their aid on this and all other occasions.
Our collectors, with admirable persistency, fulfil their part. One
friend in the country, though her health is not good, walks many miles
in her labour of love, and she has this year used no fewer than fourteen
cards and has sent £35 lIs. gathered in small sums. Another writes:
"I regret I have not been able to return card earlier, but have been

•

758

The Gospel Magazine

trying to get more on it, as I regard the Society and its foundation
more than any Society; may the Lord bless and provide for it."
We long to see three things in Christian giving. It should be
individual. "Let everyone of you lay by him in store "-systematic,
"upon the first day 0/ the week let everyone of you lay by him in store"
-and proportionate, " As God hath prospered him."
1580 pensioners are upon the books, and upwards of £15,000 per
annum are expended upon the pensions, homes, and other gifts.
Special efforts are being made to add.to the number of annual subscribers, an increase being urgently needed.
Thus to many "an old disciple" experiencing " ups and downs"
but not" ins and outs," the Society extends the helping haud. May
God graciously incline many .to "come over and help us" in this
administration, till
"We step across tbe boundary of tbe Land
Where none are old."

"ijas£ltng

1Bllent£l.

A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE War of the Five Nations is not yet concluded as we go to press.
So far the Balkan States have gained the victory, and it is now recognized by the Great Powers that" the victors are not to be robbed of
the fruits which cost them so dear." The Prime Minister, speaking at
the Guildhall Banquet, on Nov. 9th, said: "Things can never be again
as they were before. And it is the business of statesmen everywhere
to recognize and accept the accomplished fact." What reason there
is to pray that the efforts which are being made to circumscribe the
scope of the war may continue to be successful. The Lord reigneth
in the midst of all the unrest which prevails at home and abroad.
The following faithful letter was recently written by the Rev.
Prebendary H. E. Fox, on the moving pictures exhibition, "From
Manger to Cross":
"SIR,-I am obliged by your circular and card received this evening
and inviting me to attend an exhibition of ' moving pictures' representing the life of Jesus Christ, next W,.ednesday. I cannot prcsume
to understand in what sense you apply the term' reverent' to this
show, for my own sense of reverence rouses me to indignation that He
Who, as God and Man, came to save mankind, Who is now on the
throne of Heaven, and will come to judge the world, should be represented by a fictitious person performing artificially by dramatic actions
and theatrical accessories the most sacred and awful incidents in the
world's history, and that to get dividends for an American company.
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Your attempted analogy with pictures and Passion plays utterly fails,
as could easily be shown. ' Were a man to produce a moving picture
of his mother's last moments, even under the pretence of ' usefulness'
or 'reverence,' but actually,to make money out of it, what words of
contempt for his conduct could ,be too strong 1 How much more
must true, Christians, who know their Lord to be their best Friend,
and,'to have procured for them the best of blessings at the cost of His
own life, be revolted at representations of His Person, His Agony, and
His Death, which can never in the least resemble reality, and must
be to every seriouS person a profane sham. I enclose my card and am,
Yours truly, H. E. Fox."
Our contemporary, The English Churchman, has the following remarks
on the appointment of Canon Henson to the Deanery of Durham:
"The Prime Minister has made no delay in filling the Deanery of
Durham, rendered vacant by the death of the late Dr. Kitchen. He
has given it to one who at least is well known, and has made his influence
felt in many ways. As usual the claim of loyal Evangelicals has been
passed over, but this time preferment has gone to the extreme Broad
Church party in the person of Canon Hensley Henson, Rector of St.
Margaret's, Westminster. It would be more easy, perhaps, to give a
negative than a positive definition of Dr. Henson's theological opinions
and beliefs. On the integrity, inspiration and supreme authority of
the Holy Scriptures we can by no means endorse the views that he has
put forth; indeed, we fail to see how in some important points they
differ from those of avowed freethinkers. The countenance and encouragement which he gave to Mr. Thompson in his denial of all
recorded miracles furnishes an instance of what we mean. On the
other hand, Dr. Henson has frequently opposed the revival of Medireval
obscurantism in our Church, and has cordially furthered the efforts
that have been made of late years to bring about closer relations and
fuller co·operation between Anglicans and Nonconformists. His
political tendencies are Liberal, but he is opposed to Disestablishment
'which involves Disendowment."
We rejoice at' the recent decision of the Birmingham Justices in
reference to the Sunday opening of picture palaces. By 55 votes to
30 they decided that "haying regard to the ethical and economic
value of the weekly Day of Rest, it is not desirable in the best interests
of the co=unity that licences for public performances at picture
palaces, music-halls, theatres, or other places of public entertainment
should be granted for Sundays in this city by the magistrates."
SANCTIFIED tribulations open men~s ears to discipline, and turn
them from iniquity, which is a piece of learning a Christian can never
pay too dear for.-Brooks.
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TaE TRUTH OF THE BIBLE. By the REV. TREVOR FIELDER, M.A.,
Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedmin8ter, BristoL Pp. 104. Is. net.
(London: C. J. THYNNE, Great Queen Street, Kingsway, KC.)
WE cordially recommend this little book on" The Truth of the Bible."
It is the outcome of a course of lectures on this subject which the writer
delivered some time ago. He recognizes that larger treatises on the
same llubject have been published, but he hopes that" simple thoughts
on this great theme may be found helpful to some readers who in the
midst of a busy life may neither have' time nor opportunity to study
the wiJ.ole question of Biblical criticism." The writer firmly believes
in the verbal inspiration of the Scriptures. He quotes with approval
the words of another who said: "As for thoughts being inspired apart
from the words which give them expression, you might as well talk of a
tune without notes and a sum without figures. No such dream can
abide for a moment." The whole aim of the book would seem to be
to emphasize this great foundation truth. He says, "The ouly safe,
the only logical, the only satisfying view to take of the Bible is that
of verbal inspiration throughout of the message as first delivered by
God to man." The striking reply of the late Mr. Robert Chapman,
of Barnstaple, to a question put to him in reference to the Higher
Critics, is quoted: "One day while walking in the noonday light of a
midsummer sun, beneath a clouc1Iess eky, I was accosted by a person
entirely a stranger to me, who, with kind condescending air, made
offer to show me the way. I saw in his hand a lantern, and in it a
lighted fart!).iug candle. Pity checked my rising laughter, so as gravely
as I could, I decliued his offer and went on my way. I was afterwards
told that his name was Higher Criticism." The book consists of
sixteen short chapters on such subjects as " The Unity of Scripture,"
" The Centre of Scripture," "The Basis of Scripture," "The Deity of
Christ," "Our Lord's Testimony to Scripture," and " The Testimony
of the Apostles." These topics are not dealt with exhaustively, but a
great deal of very helpful matter is compressed into small space. We
hope many will purchase the book and read it for themselves.
You may easily over-expect the creature, but you cannot over-expect
God: "Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it "; widen and dilate
the desires and expectations of your BOoIs, and God is able to fill every
chink to the vastest capacity. This honoUlB God, when we greaten
our expectation upon Him; it is a sanctifying of God in our hearts.Thomas Case (1598-1692).
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