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A GOSPEL MINISTRY OF FIFTY YEARS.
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No. XVIII.
" And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency
of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of
God. For I determined not to know any thing among you, save
Jesus Christ, and Him crueified."-l CORINTHIANS ii. 1, 2.

"THE SATAN OF SCRIPTURE."
MUCH appreciation of the extracts from "THE SATAN OF
SCRIPTURE " in our last issue has been expressed by dear readers
of our MAGAZINE who have endeavoured without success to
procure the book. We do not feel led, however, to reproduce
the entire work in our pages, but it is our fervent prayer that
under the Divine influence of the HOLY SPIRIT the further
extracts we purpose giving may be used to the edification of many
of GOD'S dear tempted children. They are daily in conflict with
"principalities and powers," with "the rulers of the darkness
of this world," with "wicked spirits in high places" (Eph. vi.
12, margin). Dear child of GOD, you are earnestly asked if your
inward heart-experience of the power of Satan is not the bitterest
cup of all you are called to drink at the LORD'S hands ~ Does
5
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not each individual believer find too that the flesh lusteth against
the spirit, that the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak, that
when he would do good evil is present with him ?-yet, faith knows
that CHRIST i.s on the throne of discrimination and equity, and
will not suffer sin to have" dominion" over those who are" under
grace." He also knows that it is by these experiences of conflict
with sin that men-men of GOD-live, and that it is by a personal
passing through these painful straits "the life of the SPIRIT" is
made manifest. And surely the day is at hand when" all things"
shall be put under His feet. Let us then, beloved in the LORD,
simply and fully trust in His sovereignty and sufficiency, and
wait patiently to see Him put down all false rule and Satanic
opposition.
"We now come to a consideration of Satanic headship-the
princedom of the great fallen spirit.
" In this matter of headship, as in so many other respects, the
devil has succeeded with marvellous skill in counterfeiting the
things of GOD'S CHRIST and of His spiritual kingdom.
"That notable scene in the wilderness of J udea, when, as
recorded by St. Luke, the devil took JESUS up into a high mountain,
showed Him the kingdoms of this economy, or world, in a moment
of time, and then addressed Him, saying, ' All this power will I
give Thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me ;
and to whomsoever I will I give it,' vividly illustrates this subject
-at the outset. Satan claims to be a king and a god: and indeed,
within certain limits, and those by no means circumscribed, such
he is. The titles which the HOLY SPIRIT has been pleased to
use of the great fallen spirit abundantly prove the nature of his
office and dominion. It is not often that the great JEHOVAHHe Who sitteth upon the circle of the earth, to whom the inhabitants thereof are but as grasshoppers-He Who views the nations
of the earth as but a drop of a bucket, Who taketh up the isles
as a very little thing-speaks of anyone besides Himself as ' great.'
Yet, when that Evil One is spoken of in his final overthrow, it
is as 'the great dragon . . . that old serpent, called the Devil,
and Satan' (Rev. xii. 9).
" And great indeed he is, whether we consider his power, the
extent of his territory, or the nature of his kingdom. The hosts
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that obey his commands are reckoned by myriads, and the service
they render him is willing and complete; for those who are subject
to his rule are said in Scripture to be 'taken captive by him at
his will ' (2 Tim. ii. 26). In pursuing our observations, the reader's
careful attention will be called to most certain proofs, taken from
the infallible Word of GOD, that the princedom or headship of
the devil extends over three distinct empires, namely: (1) Over
angels; (2) Over men; (3) Over a world of sin; and that
this triple empire is subject to him, for a while, by the sovereign
will of the living GOD, for His own all-wise purposes and future
glory.
" May the SPIRIT of Truth now direct us, while we contemplate
in the mirror of the Word that revelation of Satan's headship
which it has pleased our GOD to give us for warning and practical
use! For surely no revelation on this or any other aspect of
the unseen world of spirits had been afforded us, unless it were
for our spiritual profit and information."
Lack of space constrains us to omit here our consideration of
Satan's headship over the angels, and to pass on to passages where
his headship over men, and over a world of sin, are contemplated.
" What a picture of perfect dominion over the heart of fallen
man does Holy Scripture give us· of the devil! His very title
, devil' (0 Ot6.{3oAod implies his purpose to break bonds and set
at variance. And in this work of setting man against his Divine
Maker, and man against man, is he ever busily engaged. Himself
armed with 'power' (Luke xxii. 53), 'wiles' (Eph. vi. 11),
'devices' (2 Cor. ii. 11), 'fiery darts' (Eph. vi. 16), 'depths'
(Rev. ii. 24), he and his are able to come up with terrible forces
upon the already depraved and rebellious children of men, and
with but little ado to stir them up to increased enmity against
GOD and the will of GOD. Small temptation is needed, alas!
to get poor fallen man to arm himself with the weapons of active
unbelief, impenitence, prejudice, pride, and self-righteousness.
The devil indwelling man is represented as being like a strong man
garrisoned and so holding his palace in peace (Luke xi. 21). That
is, the natural man is in peace-the peace of spiritual death.
Born into darkness, we all, by nature, know not that there is
any state better than our bondage to Satan,'_and__he is too wise
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to disturb such a reign of ignorance. But how, it may be asked,
did this subtle spirit get possession of mankind ~ Here we tread
on holy ground, and need step with prayerful caution. Certain
we are of this at the outset, that the great fallen spirit with his
attendant hosts had never been suffered to hold man in his power,
or to rule over the human mind in all but sovereignty of evil, had
not the eternal JEHOVAH determined it so to be. Two or three
Scriptures will help us to trace the providential and legal causes
of this acquired lordship of Satan over man. We shall trace the
matter backwards from the inspired declaration 'Him that had
the power of death-that is, the devil' (Heb. ii. 14). 'The wages
of sin is death' (Rom. vi. 23). 'By one man sin entered into
the world, and death by sin' (Rom. v. 12). 'The Serpent beguiled
Eve through his subtlety" (2 Cor. xi. 3). Here, then, is the link
supplied which connects the devil with fallen man, and in virtue
of which demoniacal dominion was obtained. The administration
of the sentence of sin, so far as the effects of sin in man are concerned, was committed to the devil as GOD'S executioner. For
it is certain that the rule of the devil as ' the god of this world'this fallen world-is only a delegated rule. As much as this is
admitted by the great enemy himself in that temptation of our
blessed LORD, when, showing Him the kingdoms of the world
in a moment of time, he added, 'For that is delivered unto me '
(Luke iv. 6).
' f The sin of disobedience, then, is the characteristic which men
and devils possess in common. Though the extent of the guilt of
these two orders of GOD'S creation differ, as it does also in regard
to kind, yet in both cases separation of the creature from the
Creator has resulted. And there is a sort of fitness of things
traceable in the fact that the more excellent, the higher order, of
apostate beings exercises headship over the lower. As in the
world. of men the stronger ever finally reduces the weak, so it is
in the spiritual world. These angelic principalities and powers,
by their subtlety and superior wisdom, have the advantage over
the spirits of fallen men, and lead them captive in chains of sin
and corruption.
"But, in addition to all this, there is a predisposition on the
part of rebellious man to follow the Prince of Darkness in his
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imperial policy of opposition to the MOST HIGH. The servants of
sin obey the behests of sin with· a willing mind... And this gives
their crafty head the greater advantage.. Thus both weak and
willing is the natural man-weak as regards nature when compared with those exalted spiritual intelligences under whose
influence he lies, and willing by reason of that Satanic cOrluption
of the mind which was injected at the fall-willing to walk on
in darkness and to reject the light. For, says the Apostle, 'If
our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: in whom the
god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe
not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of CHRIST, Who is the
image of GOD, should shine unto them' (2 Cor. iv. 3, 4).
"But is this kingdom of darkness on earth to last for ever 1
Nay, verily. For already the true light shineth. The SUN OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS hath risen upon a dark world, and shined not
only unto but into many poor benighted minds. A multitude
no man can number has been delivered out of the kingdom of
darkness and brought into the kingdom of GOD'S dear SON. And,
for the rest, the reign of the prince of this world is only tor a time,
even till 'the mystery of GOD' (Rev. x. 7) be fulfilled. The
headship of Satan on earth is, it would seem, the last form of
government he will be permitted to administer. . . .
" Thirdly, there is a world ot sin around us, over which Satan
temporarily presides. The lust of the flesh, the lust of· the eye,
and the pride of life-that trinity of evil-has its animating,
energizing source in this world's prince. Too much of the pomp
of terrene thrones and principalities, the ambitious schemes of
earth's great ones, selfish in their conception and too often
oppressive in their realization, owe alike their authorship and
end to the prince of the power of the air, to the ruler of the spiritual
ignorance of this world. .The influence, direct and indirect, of
the devil on the affairs of nations and of individuals is set forth
on many a page in Scripture. Was it not he who stirred up King
David to sin against the GOD of .Israel by numbering the hosts
of his armies, as though strength to prevail lay in an arm of human
might .1 It was he, too, who used as his instrument the traitor
Judas to slay the LORD of glory. It was Satan who, by Divine
arrangement, laid violent hands upon the family, the property,
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and the person of GOD'S beloved servant, Job. It was he who
could be a lying spirit in the mouths of the prophets of Ahab, to
lead that wicked king to destruction through open opposition
to the Divine word and revelation.
" The order of this visible world then is, it would seem, in some
mysterious sense subject to the interference of that spirit who
is consequently called 'the god of this world.' So great, too, is
this dominion of his, that when the lawful HEIR of the kingdoms
of our world visited the earth, the eyes of the children of men were
holden that they should not know' the CHRIST of GOD.'
" And, however some men have endeavoured to explain away
by a system of types and figures the plain declarations of GOD'S
Word, it does seem (if we accept the obvious meaning of certain
passages) that this delegated prince of the power of the air and
'god of this world' has granted him, for purposes hidden from
us, some sort of access into the heavenly places themselves. This
question, and the kindred subjects of Satan's activity and power,
however, are reserved for the ensuing chapter.
"It only remains, after this hasty glance at Satan's princedom
over angels, men, and a world of outward sin, to ask, in all reverence and Godly fear :" Why this triple empire is for a while delegated by JEHOVAH
to His own and man's great enemy? Doubtless for JEHOVAH'S
own greater glory. For He, being alone GOD, doeth as He will
'in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth'
(Dan. iv. 35). It is He, and He only, Who 'putteth down one,
I1nd setteth up another' (Psa. lxxv. 7). But another and more
particular reason may be assigned, namely, that the Divine grace
might be magnified. JEHOVAH is absolutely free to determine not
only the end but the means whereby to exalt His holy character
and Divine Name. And we can see, even with our small measure
of light, that it were a richer grace to raise a sinful beggar from
the dunghill of the fall and to place him on a throne of heavenly
glory than to promote an unfallen angel to a place at the- right
hand of the Divine Majesty on high. Thus a mighty angel was
sufIered to fall from his original state of exaltation in the heavenlies
that he might be instrumental, however unintentionally, in bringing
man, guilty, vile, and rebellious, into union with GoD Himself,
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and in giving him an inheritance amongst the sons and daughters
of the LORD GOD ALMIGHTY.
"But it is with well-nigh absolute certainty that such as are
delivered out of Satan's kingdom have a right to look forward to
a final and open triumph of GOD'S Church over this proud' Lucifer,'
who now in lordly rule sits on the delegated throne of evil in the
hearts of the children of disobedience. There is surely some
meaning yet future in that Scripture which bids us remember
that we 'shall judge angels,' yea, and shall 'judge the world'
(1 Cor. vi. 2, 3). GOD, the very' GOD of peace shall bruise Satan
under your feet shortly' (Rom. xvi. 20). . . . .
"Wisdom, grace, and Divine power will in that day be fully
vindicated by the Judge of all the earth; and that which to us
now appears to be the greatest of all evils-that the devil should
have such awful authority delegated to Him by JEHOVAH over
angels, men, and the external world-will, like every other thing
which GOD 'hath made crooked' (Eccles. vii. 13), yield to the
touch of His own judicial interpretation, and also afford the bloodbought and blood-washed multitude of the Church cause for everlasting song.
"Meanwhile, my reader, may the gracious SPIRIT enable you
and me practically to bear in mind :" That the devil is the prince or head of an ever-busy legion of
evil spirits, whose common purpose is to draw us aside from the
LORD, and whose subtle powers are more than a match for our
poor unaided resistance:
" That the devil is the head of a world of fallen men, and that
he has a Divinely delegated, though restricted, doIninion over
their corrupt natures and sinful persons.
" That to the same arch-spirit of evil is comInitted the sensuous
and visible world around us, which he is ever presenting to our
natural eye and pride in competition with those invisible and
spiritual realities which faith alone can appreciate.
"And, lastly, that, these things being so, how fearful, how
prayerful, how watchful, need we ever be as daily we pass through
the hosts of these spiritual and secret eneInies of our souls! "
"Unrepentant, unhumbled in his nature, notwithstanding that
he knowingly waits but a little while to be cast into the lake of
0
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eternal fire, Satan ruthlessly prosecutes his subtle schemes of
opposition against the Most High GOD, against His CHRIST, against
the redeemed Church on earth, and against the common interests
of the human race. A rebel and an outlaw, Satan is ceaselessly
engaged in plotting against the Divine glory and· rights, and in
pressing or enticing into his service the unwary, the Godless, and
the vicious from amongst the children of men. Indeed, much
more than this. For the very' sons of GOD,' those whom grace
has separated from the world and from courses of sin, are specially
subject to his influences, and too often do they fall into the snares
and traps he sets for their souls. Nay, even the FIRST-BEGOTTEN
of the FATHER, the HOLY ONE of Israel, Who was separate from
sinners when on our earth, was Himself the constant object of
Satanic attack, malevolence, and persecution. Significantly
enough does this master-spirit bear the title of Adversary..
"The persistency, too, with which the devil discharges the
awful functions of his princely office amongst us is terrible to
contemplate. . . . The superhuman power which this active
spirit exercises over fallen men is fearful, inscrutable, and appalling
in its character, extending as it does over mind, body, and estate.
Alas! the fall of man from GOD has brought us and Satan into
an alliance of enmity against JEHOVAH. The empire of hell, the
god of this world, and the natural heart of man, represent a threefold cord not quickly broken, a conspiracy which only the
omnipotence of the living and true GOD can effectually defeat.
" The purpose of the devil is to usurp the kingdom of CHRIST
(Matt. iv. 9). The purpose of GOD is to 'destroy the works of
the devil' (1 John iii. 8). Here, then, is a conflict which can only
be determined by superior wisdom and might. And this conflict
is being fought out on the face of this world of ours-indeed in
the very hearts of the children of men. The living battle-ground
of such a warfare, an engagement between ' Michael and his angels'
and 'the dragon and his angels,' must needs be conscious of the
strife. And in that very consciousness, or experimental sense of
spiritual conflict, is found the contrast between the believer's
inner life and that of one dead in trespasses and sins. The case
of the believer with a tender conscience is : '0 wretched man that
I am! who shall deliver me from this body of death 1 ' (Rom. vii.
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24, margin), while that of the graceless professor and mere world~
ling is: 'Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years ;
take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry' (Luke xii; 19). . . . . .
" Throughout the life and mission of GOD'S dear SON on earth
.:-of Him Whose great work was to spoil principalities and powers
-we find the devil ever actively engaged in an endeavour to
hinder, to disparage, to pervert, and to frustrate the progress of
CHRIST. Having utterly failed to draw the LORD JESUS aside
from His purpose of enduring the cross for the salvation of His
Church, Satan sought by all means to divert the public mind
from attaching to JESUS and His work of mercy and grace that
character of salvation which essentially belonged to them. Did
CHRIST choose twelve disciples to continue with Him in His
humiliation ~ Then was Satan at hand with one of his own ready
agents to do his bidding. 'Have not I chosen you twelve, and
one of you is a devil .~' (John vi. 70). Did CHRIST cast out unclean
spirits from the possessed children of men, and thus make visible
assault on the kingdom of the Prince of Darkness·~ Then was
this deceiving spirit near to suggest to the minds of the enemies
of CHRIST, that it was Satan who cast out Satan-itwas Beelzebub
in JESUS of Nazareth that wrought the miracle-nay, more, the
master of the house was Beelzebub. At another time he could
approach the LORD through the· medium of Peter's natural
sympathy, and love for JESUS, as once we read when CHRIST
foretold His passion at Jerusalem, Simon took JESUS aside, saying,
, Be it far from Thee, LORD: this shall not be unto Thee,' whom
the Captain of our salvation rebuked, saying, ' Get thee behind Me,
Satan' (Matt. xvi. 22, 23). And now what is it since neither
wicked men nor malicious devils could hinder the Blessed One
in the accomplishing His loving purpose of dying, the Just for
the unjust, that He might bring them to GOD ~ Why, Satan set
himself about constituting a false, a counterfeit church, which,
by its wondrous claims, its splendid wealth, its world-wide
influence, should serve to strengthen his kingdom by competing
in favourable worldly contrast with the poor, mean, feeble, and
scattered Church of the living GOD. In proof hereof, let the Book
of Revelation be re-ad in the light of that inspired prophecy concerning the great Christian apostasy and its head, the Antichrist;
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found in the Second Epistle to the Thessalonians: 'Whose
coming' (that is, the manner of whose appearing, the growth
of whose principles, the activity of whose angels) 'is after the
working of Satan.' And are there not clear and convincing proofs
on every side of us to-day that when the SPIRIT' spake expressly'
by St. Paul, He spake great truth 1 'In the latter times some
shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and
doctrines of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy' (1 Tim. iv. 1, 2).
The activity of the devil is in our days a practical reality, in every
department of national, social, political, and religious society and
life. The air we breathe seems poisoned with the actual presence
of those foul spirits, those 'unclean spirits like frogs,' those
, spirits of devils,' which, we read, at the pouring out of the sixth
vial, were to come into the world. . . . . .
" Instead of regarding the great adversary of GOD and man as
being contemptible and comparatively harmless, as alas! many
professing Christians do, we can scarcely overrate his influence.
Possessed of a power that we can not estimate, and filled with a
malignity the most direful and implacable, he is not a solitary
individual waging war of rebellion and ruin single-handed; but
one having hosts unnumbered at his command, and doubtless
knowing too well the value of order and subordination not to
avail himself, as a skilful general, of his whole disposable force.
While foreknowledge is not his, omnipresence is not his, omniscience
is not his; yet his calculations are marvellously accurate, his
knowledge and observation extensive beyond our ken, his motion
quicker than our thoughts, his practical acquaintance with our
poor fallen nature (with all its weak and defenceless points of
attack) perfected by a practised skill of 6000 years' extent. The
case of Judas, and of Ananias and his wife, are recorded in GOD'S
Word, to show that there is something around us, about us, within
us, all-potent for evil, other than the fallen nature we brought
with us into the world; for' Satan entered into Judas,' and to
Ananias it was said, 'Why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to
the HOLY GHOST 1 '
" Is there not a cause, then, for the sacred exhortation-' Put
on the whole armour of GOD '1 Blessed be GOD, there is a shield
for every dart that Satan can cast at the saint, and that shield
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is the faith of GOD'S elect. Let all who are afraid of Satan and
his wile~ut on this whole armour of GOD. It is found in the
Person and work of a precious CHRIST. There only is an answer
for every accusation the adversary can bring against the believer.
The blood of the LAMB and His righteousness meet all the demerit
and guilt the enemy of the trembling sinner's heart can point at.
There in CHRIST JESUS is perfection, completeness, salvation, to
which the finger of humble faith may defiantly point him when
he comes into the sin-troubled conscience and whispers, 'Where is
now thy GOD ~' There, in CHRIST, and only there, are safety
and rest from the troubler of Israel; there, and only there, is
found the tempted soul's right to expect v-ictory over sin, the
world, and the terrible one."

--

CLIFTON, BRISTOL.
November 12th, 1914.
,.

THE EDITOR.

(To be continued hereafter-D. V.)

PASTORAL PRAISE.
" FEAR not," blest flock of Him Who came
The lost to seek and save;
The foe is vanquished, death is dead,
Our KING has spoiled the grave.

Matt. xxviii. 5.
Luke xix. 10.
Heb. ii. 14.
Micah ii. 13.

As roaring lion, ravening bear,
By David's prowess fell,
So David's LORD, our SHEPHERD-KING,
For us has conquered hell.

1 Sarn. xvii. 34.
I Sarn. xvii. 35, 36.
Matt. xxii. 43, 44.
Col. ii. 15.

By oath, and blood, in regal grace
His bounteous hand hath given
To us the kingdom lasting aye,
His throne, His joy, His heaven.

Heb. vi. 17, 18.
I Cor. iii. 21-23.
Heb. xii. 28.
John xvii. 22.

Bless we Thy royal Name, then, LORD,
And sing Thy quencWess love;
Till in the glory, face to face,
_We worship Thee above.

Psa. xxxiv. 3.
Ephes. v. 19.
1 John iii. 2.
Rev. xxii. 3-5.

J. O.
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EVERLASTING BLESSINGS.
" The everlasting God."-IsAIAH xl. 28.

THIS number of our long-established MAGAZINE ushers in the
closing month of the old year; and we are reminded of the finality
of all earthly things. The weeks, and months of this year have
come and gone for ever, and what is true of time is true also of
many otherear,thly things. Many of the joys, privileges and
blessings which have been ours during the year have been fleeting
in their character. But there are some things that abide, and
as we part with the year 1914, the latter half of which will stand
out prominently in history, it will be a comfort to think of some
of the everlasting blessings which are the portion of God's people.
Many such blessings are mentioned in the prophecy of Isaiah.
Let us cull some of them from this portion of the inspired Word,
and make them the subject of our meditation.
1. We read of the everlasting God.
"Hast thou not known'~ hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth
not, neither is weary ~ " (Isa. xl. 28). Other things are passing
and temporary. There are changes in regard to friends, possessions, health and other privileges, but He changes not. He is
the everlasting portion of His people. Nothing can alter their
relationship to Him. "This God is our God for ever and ever."
The, war may lessen the dividends of some of God's people. It
may change their circumstances and deprive them of some earthly
blessings, but it can not deprive them of Him. He is their portion
for ever. His love is everlasting. His power is everlasting. His
wisdom is everlasting. Amid all the changes and sorrows of
the present let us hide ourselves under the wings of our everlasting
God. "Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever Thou
hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to
everlasting, Thou art God" (Psa. xc. 2).
The Father abides as the Fountain of all grace and blessing to
His people. The Son abides as the Channel of all grace and blessing
to those who trust in His precious blood. The Holy Ghost abides
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as the eternal Indweller and the Communicator of all spiritual
blessings to all the members of God's family.
2. We read of the everlasting Oovenant.
"Incline your ear, and come unto Me: hear, and your soul
shall live; and I will make an everlasting Oovenant with you,
even the sure mercies of David" (Isa. Iv. 3).·
That Covenant dates from eternity. Therein an arrangement
was made for the salvation of God's people. Under it Christ,
the great Surety, undertook to secure by His obedience unto
death, pardon, life and glory for His people. That Covenant
abides. It will never be broken. The faithful God Who keepeth
covenant will see to it that all its blessings shall be communicated
to His chosen ones. He will save them not according to their
works, but according to His own purpose and grace given them
in Christ Jesus before the world began. God's word, therefore,
shall not return unto Him void. It shall accomplish that which
He pleases. All His people shall be gathered out, and they shall
enjoy the "sure mercies" of the everlasting Covenant. This
Covenant abides as the great security for the salvation, and final
glorification of all the members of Christ's mystical body.
3. We read of everlasting salva,tion.
" Israel shall be saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation:
ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded world without end"
(L«a. xlv. 17). The words have a first reference to the literal
Israel, but they are also true of the Church-the Israel of God.
Everla,gting salvation, a salvation, a deliverance, eternal in its
duration, is the portion of those who are trusting in the merits
of Him Whose office it is to save His people from their sins.
Deliverance from sin's penalty and power, and finally from its
presence, is abiding in its character. Christ bestows upon His
sheep a life which is eternal, and He says: "They shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hands." The
flight of time, the horrors of the war, the changes that come in
our circumstances can not alter, can not disannul the salvation of
those whom Christ saves. Be of good cheer, ye children of
God, you are eternally saved through the infinite grace and mercy
of our. Covenant God.
4. We read of everlasting strength.
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How much we need Divine strength and support! How feeble
we are in ourselves to face the difficulties, the temptations, and
the duties of life! But for our comfort it is written, " He giveth
power to the faint; and to them that have no might He increaseth
strength." "He fainteth not, neither is weary." Wherefore
" Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord J ehovah is everlasting strength" (Isa. xxvi. 4). Abundant and constant supplies
of grace and strength are laid up for the believer, and His grace
is abundantly sufficient for His people. "Thy shoes shall be
iron and brass; and as thy days, so shall thy strength be" (Deut.
xxxiii. 25).
5. We read of everlasting kindness.
" In a little wrath I hid My face from thee for a moment; but
with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord
thy Redeemer" (Isa. liv. 8). As you look back upon the past
year, you can bear testimony to the kindness which the Lord has
shown to you. In a thpusand ways you have experienced His
kindness. He is kind even now in your present experience.
Though your faith is being tried, yet His kindness is still conspicuous. And will He cease to be kind to His children·~ Will
He cease to love and to care for those whom He has chosen from
eternity ~ Surely not. "For the mountains shall depart and
the hills be removed; but My kindness shall not depart from
thee, neither shall the Covenant of My peace be removed, saith
the Lord That hath mercy on thee" (Isa. liv. 10). Everlasting
kindness then is to be thy portion. Instruments of kindness may
be removed, but He abides, and He is never at a loss to work on
behalf of His people.
J

" Give thanks to God, He reigns above;
Kind are His thoughts, His name is Love;
His mercy ages past have known,
And ages long to come shall own.
" Let the redeemed of the Lord
The wonders of His grace record;
How great His works; how kind His ways!
Let every tongue pronounce His praise! "
6. We read of everlasting ioy.
"The ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion
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with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away" (Isa.
xxxv. 10). We have a measure of joy now. " Righteousness
and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost" characterize the kingdom
of God into which we have been translated. We are bidden to
rejoice in the Lord always, and He is able to fill us with all joy
and peace in believing. But our experience here is mixed. We
have sorrow and joy at the same time. "As sorrowful, yet alway
rejoicing." The day is coming, however, when pure, unmixed
and everlasting joy shall be our portion. The mourners in Zion
shall have "beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness." Be it yours then
to rejoice even now, "inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's
sufferings; that when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad
also with exceeding joy" (1 Peter iv. 13). Let us look forward
to the morning. "The night is far spent," during which we hear
of wars and rumours of wars, but" The day is at hand." Let
that be your hope. The Dayspring from on high is to come again,
and when He comes, everlasting joy shall be the experience of
His people. "Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh
in the morning."
7. Lastly, we read of everlasting light.
" The Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God
thy glory. Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy
moon withdraw itself: for the Lord shall be thine everlasting
light, and the days of thy mourping shall be ended" (Isa. Ix. 19,
20). Now, in this present time, the Lord's people may walk in
darkness and have no light. Darkness may surround them though
they fear the Lord and obey the voice of His Servant in Whom
He delights. When, however, they enter the new Jerusalem
everlasting light will illuminate their path. "The city had no'
need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory
of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof." "And
there shall be no mght there; and they need no candle, neither
light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they
shall reign for ever and e"er" (Rev. xxi. 23; xxii. 5). This
article may in the providence of God be read by some who may
still be dead in sin and walking in spiritual darkness of soul. Such

720

The Gospel Magazme

are affectionately urged to pause and read and ponder the solemn
question, "Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire?
Who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings ? " (Isa. xxxiii.
14.) This question, however, has no terrors for those who are
washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb. All such may
part with the old year rejoicing in the everlasting God, an everlasting Covenant, everlasting salvation, strength, kindness, joy
and light. .
" Oh, what everlasting blessings God outpoureth on His own!
Ours by promise true and faithful, spoken from the eternal throne ;
Ours by His eternal purpose ere the universe had place;
Ours by everlasting Covenant, ours by free and royal grace.
" With salvation everlasting He shall save us, He shall bless
With the largess of Messiah, everlasting righteousness;
Ours the everlasting mercy, all His wondrous dealings prove;
Ours His everlasting kindness, fruit of everlasting love.
" In the Lord J ehovah trusting, everlasting strength have we;
He Himself, our Sun, our Glory, Everlasting Light shall be;
Everlasting life is ours, purchased by the life laid down;
And our heads, oft bowed and weary, everlasting joy shall crown.
" We shall dwell with Christ for ever, when the shadows flee away,
In the everlasting glory of the everlasting day.
Unto Thee, beloved Saviour, everlasting thanks belong,
Everlasting adoration, everlasting laud and song! "
(F. R. Havergal.)
Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

THERE is nothing which God requires of His people, as to be done by
them, but Himself helps them in the doing of it. He is not like the
Egyptian taskmasters, which require brick and give no straw wherewithal to make it. When we are wrestling and struggling with Satan,
who is our spiritual enemy, the Lord is here nigh to help us, which may
encourage us still in our resistance and opposition; we have a mighty
second to stand for us and take up oui quarrel. God helps His people
to bear patiently those crosses which He lays upon them. He takes
part with them in their sufferings, and in all their afflictions is afflicted
Himself, as sometimes He expresses it. He lays no more upon them
than He does help them, and enable them, to endure. He helps them
from, by way of prevention. He helps them in, by way of support.
He helps them out, by way of rescue, and redemption, and deliverance.
-Thomas Horton.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts
of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. Then shall
ye call upon Me, and ye shall go and pray unto Me, and I will
hearken unto you. And ye shall seek Me, and find Me, when ye
shall search for Me with all your heart."-JEREMIAH xxix. 11-13.

--

AMID this world-wide war which has been raging now for several
months; in this great crisis; in the midst of the sorrow, suffering and
death around us, distress of nations, and men's hearts failing them for
fear at the things that are coming upon them, what a word of calming
comfort, what a word of " strong consolation," and what a promise
to hope upon is this-" For I know the thoughts that I think toward
you, saith the Lord."
See its connection. It is found in the letter which the prophet
Jeremiah was guided to send to the captives in Babylon. Why were
God's ancient people there ~ Was there not a cause? Assuredly;
we have the direct answer from God Himself-" Thus saith the Lord
of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away captives,
whom I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon";
" And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be
carried away captives, and pray unto the Lord for it: for in the peace
thereof shall ye have peace." The cause, then, was from the Lord.
The curse causeless could not fall. "They obeyed not Thy voice,
neither walked in Thy law; they have done nothing of all that Thou
commandedst them to do: therefore Thou hast caused all this evil to
come upon them."
God must punish sin. He can not overlook it. He is a just God as
well as a Saviour. There is a balancing of His judgments, and" as "
is met by "so." But He doth not afflict willingly. He corrects for
our profit. When He proposes judgment, He gives warning, and then
in wrath remembers mercy.
In a former paper the marvellous longsuffering of our God was
enlarged upon, in His giving us for very many years voice after voice
of warning and rebuke, calling us to repent and return, to humble
ourselves and confess our sins, and to find Him ready and just to
forgive us. Oh! how many and how solemn have been the voicesthe prolonged war in South Africa; the death of Queen Victoria; the
postponed coronation of King Edward, and his death after a reign of
but a few years; appalling earthquakes, when a whole island and again
the greater part of a city were hurriedly buried, whereby many
thousands were hurled into eternity; the foundering of a monster
vessel, vainly boasted of by sinful presumptuous man as "unsinkable,"
but which through the hand of God went down in a few hours, carrying to the ocean's bottom well-nigh two thousand souls; the wreck
46
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of the Delhi;" and the foundering of the Empress of Ireland; and the
fourfold disaster in one week in November, 1913, which gave the name
of "the Black Week," when man was reminded "Whatsoever the
Lord pleased, that did He in heaven, and in earth, in the seas, and all
deep places." And yet He has been slow to chasten, tenderly calling
us to return and repent. But England has gone heedlessly on. Folly
and pleasure reached their profane height, and the Lord at length laid
aside His rod and took His sword in hand. Suddenly the greatest
war the world has ever known was upon us, and England's manhood
is being cut off ruthlessly by the enemy. But, beloved, let us look up.
From the high throne of His glory our God speaks the consoling words
of our text--" For I know the thoughts that I think toward you,
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end."
What a lovely message that must, have been to Israel in Babylon, truly
" as cold waters to a thirsty soul." And is it not a blessedly consoling
word to us to-day, little children? What rest it brings; what" quiet
confidence." It reminds God's dear people that He sitteth above
the water-floods, a King for ever, working salvation of old. He
rides on in unhurried majesty, and shows that-" Life, death, and hell, and worlds unknown
Hang on His firm decree;
He sits on no precarious throne
Nor borrows leave TO BE.
His Providence unfolds the book
And makes His counsels shine;
Each opening leaf, and every stroke,
Fulfils some deep design."

He bringeth mighty things to pass by the uplifting of His hand;
and yet the same hand that rules nations, kings, and tribes is the hand
that performeth all things for His little blood-bought flock. Oh! are
we hiding under its covert? Have we run into the Name of the Lord
which is His children's strong and safe tower of hiding? Are we
resting upon His Spirit-breathed words, "For My thoughts are not
your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, saith the Lord." He
is " wonderful in counsel and excellent in working," for as the Apostle
asks, "Who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been
His counsellor? or who hath first given to Him, and it shall be
recompensed unto him again? For of Him, and through Him, and to
Him, are all things: to Whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen."
This word reminds us of Micah iv. and v.: "Many nations are
gathered together against" the little remnant of God's heritage which
He declares" shall be in the midst of many people as a dew from the
Lord, as the showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor
waiteth for the sons of men." The enemy says, " Let her be defiled,
and let our eye look upon Zion." Their God replies for them-" But
they know not the thoughts of the Lord; neither understand they
His counsel: for He shall gather them as sheaves into the floor." So
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that the very scourge the enemy uses to scatter Israel is the" very
weapon Jehovah wields to "gather them." How truly are His
thoughts not man's thoughts, nor His ways man's ways. Whatla
contrast are man's thoughts to God's thoughts. Man's thoughts are
" only evil continually." Of the enemy of God it is declared : " At
the same time shall things come into thy mind, and thou shalt think
an evil thought," or as the margin gives it, "a mischievous purpose."
There was the" I thought" of pride which angered the leper Naaman,
when the prophet did not come out to him. The Psalmist speaks of
the hating of "vain thoughts," and he confesses that his God understands his thoughts" afar off." There are the" unrighteous thoughts"
which the prophet Isaiah bids man " forsake "; and the thoughts of
fear and unbelief for which Jesus chided His disciples.
But we look up to Him Who sitteth upon His throne, and Whose
words are as stable as that throne. At His voice the storm is hushed,
and there" is " a great calm"-" Peace, be still." "For I know the
thoughts that I think toward you, thoughts of peace, and not of evil,
to give you an expected end."
" Thoughts of peace." Those thoughts of peace were from everlast·
ing, from that eternal Covenant ordered in all things and sure
between the three Persons of the Godhead. Thoughts of peace were
wrapped up in the first spoken promise in Eden's garden when
the Seed of the woman was promised to break the serpent's head.
They were thoughts of peace when in the fulness of time Jesus came as
Bethlehem's Babe, and the angelic host rang out the glad chorus,
" Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace." Those thoughts
of peace reigned undisturbed, unrufRed, in the heart of the Holy
Stranger, the Prophet of Nazareth, the Friend of Lazarus. Thoughts
of peace were His last legacy when He breathed His parting message
upon His disciples: "Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto
you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart
be troubled, neither let it be atraid." They were thoughts of pedce,
as on Calvary the crucified Saviour cried out, " Father, forgive them,
for they know not what they do." They were thoughts of peace which
brought the risen Lord into the midst of His faithful few in that upper
room when He breathed His" Peace be unto you," and again when
eight days after He came to assure the absent Thomas of His unchanging thoughts of peace. They were thoughts of peace when He
left them to return into heaven: "It came to pass, while He blessed
them, He was parted from them, and carried up into heaven." An
unfinished blessing! He is coming again" in like manner as ye have
seen Him go into heaven." And there are thoughts of peace from His
high throne to-day. The apocalyptic vision gives us a sight of the
Lamb upon His throne, and round about the throne a rainbow. That
bright bow chains Him to His ancient promises, as it were. It carries
our thoughts back to the first book of the Bible and links it with the
last. Jehovah spoke to Noah that when He would" bring a cloud
over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud: and I will
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remember My Covenant . . . and the bow shall be in the cloud; and
I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting Covenant
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the
earth."
And so in all the ways of Providence now, beloved child of God, let
these words encourage you-" I know the thoughts that I think
toward you, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected
end." Depend upon it, God has His way in the whirlwind and in the
storm. There is a hand behind every sword of man. "Thou couldest
have no power at all against Me, except it were given thee from above,"
said Jesus to Pilate; and to Simon Peter, " Thinkest thou not that
I cannot now pray to My Father, and He shall presently give Me more
than twelve legions of angels ~" Oh! Satan will outwit himself.
Depend upon it, our God will get great glory to Himself out of our
.present, as out of every other, calamity. He has an eye to the end. He
That can turn the curse into a blessing, can bring good out of evil and
can bring a clean thing out of an unclean. He has His thoughts upon
us, and they are "thoughts of peace, and not of evil," to give His
children " an expected end."
"I know." Here is supreme Divine knowledge. It is the Lord
Jehovah speaking, He, the self-existent One. "I know the thoughts"
-eternal thoughts, unchangeable thoughts-" that I think toward
you." The Psalmist speaks of " Thy thoughts which are to us-ward:
they cannot be reckoned up in order unto Thee: if I would declare
and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered." Many,
and precious, and us-ward, are these thoughts of J ehovah. And morethey are thoughts of peace in Jesus. It is His precious blood coming
between that speaks peace. Oh, it His thoughts are us-ward, there
is no putting away, no refusing the Son of His love. In Him He will
receive us graciously and love us freely, because His anger is turned
away from Him! It is in Jesus that He calls His people to " come
near." It is Jesus Who shall be His people's peace when the Assyrian
cometh into the land. It is Jesus Who is His people's shieldlagainst
the enemy. And so if God our Father has" thoughts of peace, and not
of evil"-" not," as one has said, "the evil which our fears suggest, not
the evil which our sins deserve, and not the evil which Satan longs for,
then from all these evils there is a sure and a sweet deliverance in the
Covenant of free grace by Jesus Christ." With Philip Doddridge let
us thus encourage our souls :" Then let the wildest storms arise,
Let tempest mingle earth and skies.
No fatal shipwreck shall I fear,
But all my treasure with me bear.
"If Thou, my Jesus, still be nigh,

Cheerful I live, and joyful die;
Secure, when mortal comforts flee,
To :find ten thousand worlds in Thee."
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"An expected end "-God's end-salvation-deliverance. And
notice the marginal reading: "An end and an expectation." So that
there is something' beyond. These deliverances daily are very sweet,
very timely, very cheering. Some of us have waited on many years
for one special deliverance, and though the vision tarry, faith is
encouraged to persevere. But' even with the marked and signal
deliverances the children of God receive, there is something yet to
come-It some better thing," some best of all. "An end and an expectation." What is that ~ "Hope to the end for the grace that is to
be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ." He is the end
and expectation of His waiting, watching, weary saints. He is the
Coming One. He is on His way. The storm clouds gather thick,
but" the clouds are the dust of His feet." One well-nigh hears the
chariot wheels. The saints are much studying prophecy. They are
searching tor hidden spoil, and they therein read of their Coming
Deliverer, their mighty Breaker, Who " will overturn, overturn, overturn," and gather His outcast, His weary worn ones, to everlasting
peace. The present world-wide upheaval-this Satanic upheaval-this
great mystery, as the man of the world confesses it to be-is but the
fulfilment of His will, His Word, His way. And" when these things
begin to come to pass, then look...up, and lift up your heads; for your
redemption draweth nigh."
"If Thy judgments now are waking,

Let not Thy compassions sleep j
But, while earthly powers are shaking,
Firm and free Thy kingdom keep:
Jesus, hear us j be Thou near us
When the storm shall round us sweep.
" Courage, saints, your fears assuaging,
Chant a bold and blissful strain;
Holy seers, of peace presaging,
Bid us hail Messiah's reign;
Strife, sedition, superstition,
Then no votaries shall gain.
" Prince of Peace I Let every nation
Soon Thy Spirit's empire own j
Bow the world in supplication,
Bring the heathen to Thy throne:
Earth possessing boundless blessing
Then shall honour Thee alone."

R.

WHETHER we "watch" and toil here below for His Coming, or
" sleep" in faith and hope awaiting the Glorious Appearing, we shall
yet " live together with Him." We shall live with the Living One,
Who once was dead, and, behold, He is now Alive for evermore.Dr. Paton.
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THE PORTRAIT.
THE LATE REV. R. R. COUSENS, B.A.

By the lamented death of the REV. R. R. COUSENS, B.A., Minister cif
St. James's Episcopal Chapel, Ryde, LW., the Church of God on earth
has lost one more of the few remaining valiant witnesses of Gospel
Truth in these days of lukewarmness and abounding error. In writing
of our dear brother about fourteen years ago in the pages of our MAGAZINE, we spoke of him as " a veteran indeed in the front ranks of the
, Church militant here on earth,'" and such by Divine help he continued
till on October 17th last, within a week of completing his 87th
year, he rested from his labours and passed into the glorious presence
of his adorable Master, there to engage in the everlasting service of
the Lamb, Who died that he might live.
In a touching letter the dear widow writes of her now glorified
husband's last sermons on earth on Aug. 30th-in the morning from
Ephesians vi. 11: "Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be
able to stand against the wiles of the devil"; in the evening from Psalm
xci. 16: "With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him My salvation "-" six weeks later he passed into the presence of his beloved
Saviour, Whom he served and loved so faithfully when on earth. He
had a very peaceful death, without suffering. . .. After a happy
married life of 56 years, the trial is hard to bear, but our dear Saviour
is with me in it, and will give me the strength I need."
We ask the prayers and sympathy of our readers for the widow and
family, that abundant grace and comfort may be vouchsafed to them
in their sore and irreparable bereavement-" till He come."
May the Lord raise up other such witnesses-men" filled with the
Spirit," " strong, and very courageous."
In a short review of the earthly life of this faithful labourer in the
Lord's vineyard-who in addition to his ministerial charge at St.
James's was up to the time of his death local Chaplain to the Mission
to Seamen-which appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for July, 1900,
we wrote: " . . . MR. COUSENS, after attending the Proprietary School,
Great Yarmouth, and the City of London School, and taking a voyage
to India and up the Mediterranean, joined Her Majesty's Indian Navy
as a midshipman, and saw active service in the expedition against Heke,
in New Zealand. This Maori difficulty having been successfully terminated, we next find the young midshipman engaged in the Punjab,
at the siege of Mooltan. This was in 1849, during the Sikh war. He
bore army captain's rank during this period, and had some very remarkable escapes from death. On one occasion, he tells us, the fascines,
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which were under the sandbll.gs to support the battery, took fire, and
during the work necessitated by this event a sailor asked him to move
from where he was standing. He did so, and almost at the same
moment the sailor was killed by a shell from the enemy, just as he had
taken the position vacated by his officer. Promotion in naval rank
followed his services in India, hut a powerful persuasion to enter the
ministry of the Gospel was experienced, and he came home on leave in
1853 with a view to study. He presently resigned his commission, and
entered Christ's College, Cambridge, where he graduated B.A. In
1857, just at the beginning of the terrible Mutiny, he again went out to
India, and, having been ordained by the Bishop of Bombay, took
charge of a church in that diocese. Subsequently MR. COUSENS
became Assistant Chaplain at Smyrna, his father-in-law being Chaplain.
On his returning to England later on, he was presented to the living of
Buckenham, Norfolk. For several years he acted as Metropolitan
Secretary of the Church Pastoral Aid Society. Then, in 1881, he was
instituted to the charge of Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire. Here
he laboured until about two years ago, when, by exchange, he was
appointed to his present incumbency of St. James's, Ryde. St.
James's has the reputation of providing the only Evangelical Church
service for God's people in the town. Recently, the Advowson has
been secured in the interest of the pure Gospel of God's grace, and it
may be hoped that those who' know the joyful sound' will in all time
to come enjoy here the sweet privilege of feeding in ' green pastures'
and of worshipping God in the beauty of holiness, without any of those
fleshly adjuncts which are so much in vogue in these degenerate times.
MR. COUSENS, who adheres to the use of the time-honoured preaching
gown in the pulpit, is an able expositor of God's Word-an open Bible
being always his companion when, in clear, bold, eloquent, and earnest
language, he addresses his attentive congregation. The Pastor of St.
J ames's is a decided Protestant Churchman, loyal to the XXXIX.
Articles, and faithful in warning souls against the deadly errors of
Sacerdotalism, both Anglican and Roman. . . ."

l..

The following appeared in an obituary notice of the REV. R. R.
COUSENS, in The Isle of Wight Observer of October 24 :-" The funeral
took place on Wednesday at Old Lee Churchyard, Blackheath, London,
the remains, which were conveyed from Ryde in the morning, being
laid to rest in the family grave. Many of the congregation of St.
J ames's Church assembled at the pier head as the cortege left by boat
for the mainland. . . .
" At the hour of interment a memorial service was held in St. James's
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Church, at which the Rev. J. Agg-Large, Vicar of St. John's, Sandown,
delivered an impressive address to a large congregation. The hymns
sung were: 'Rock of Ages,' and 'Peace, Perfect Peace.' In his
address the Rev. Agg-Large'said they were met there that afternoon to
honour the memory of the late Pastor of the Church for the last sixteen
and a half ye:ns. There was one sentence in the beautiful burial service that they had all been joining in, which came from the Book of
Revelation, ' Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours,'
and in that passage too it was added, , And their works do follow them.'
This surely was a true description of ROWLAND RICHARD COUSENS.
He passed his whole life with God, and so to-day his life had left a
benediction. In his younger days their late Pastor was known as a
most strenuous worker, and nothing troubled him more, probably,
than those limitations which were imposed upon him by advancing
years. How characteristic of the man was his first text from that
pulpit, ' I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified,' and his evening sermon following immediately upon that text being upon the all importance of prayer. And
as he began his ministry amongst them, so he finished only a few weeks
since, preaching from the text, , Put on the whole armour of God.' He
set his face resolutely against any' improvement' upon the message
of the Gospel, or to watering it down to suit the twentieth century.
The leading characteristic of this man surely could be said to have
been his unswerving fidelity to the written Word of God, He had a
childlike faith in prayer, which was highly rewarded by many evident
answers during his life. They should pray that comfort might come
to the aged widow who was feeling this separation after the long united
married life, and feeling it just now so keenly."

..2-.........

~

THE way to heaven is an afflicted way, a perplexed, persecuted
way, crushed close together with crosses, as was the Israelites' way
in the wilderness, or that of Jonathan and his armour-bearer, that
had a sharp rock on the one side and a sharp rock on the other.
"The cross way is the highway to heaven," said that martyr
Bradford. "Strive to enter in at the strait gate," saith our Saviour;
strive and strain, even to an agony, as the word signifieth, To hell
a man may go without a staff, as we say; the way thereto is easy,
steep, strawed with roses; 'tis but a yielding to Satan, a passing
from sin to sin, from evil purposes to evil practices, from practice
to custom. But to make straight steps to our feet, that we may
force through the strait gate, this is a work of great pains.-John
Trapp.

__ ._ _
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,StrllUmlO anlJ jtOUlO of ,Sermon".
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH,
BRISTOL, BY THE RECTOR, THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
ON CHRISTlIfAS DAY, 1913.

" And they came with haste and found Mary, and Joseph, and the Babe
lying in a manger."-LuKE ii. 16.
THESE were the shepherds, dear friends, who fed their sheep on the
plains, so familiar to them, near to the place of the sacred birth of
Jesus. And they kept watch over their flocks by night as well as
by day on those plains close to Bethlehem. I have visited them and
made myself somewhat well acquainted with them; they are perhaps
two miles from Bethlehem, and therefore these shepherds had no great
journey to make and they were hardy men, accustomed to keep their
flocks under all conditions. They were skilful, care-taking shepherds,
and they had an eye to God's counsel. They were men of another
make to the run of shepherds. They had a special care to know
something of Jesus. They treasured up what they knew, but it was
little so far. They talked over the matter of the birth of Jesus among
themselves, this thing that had come to pass only a short time before,
which the Lord had made known to them. Look well at their words:
"Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing"-this
wondrous mystery-" which is come to pass, which the Lord hath
made known unto us." The world did not much care what event
had taken place; the birth of Jesus, the blessed Lamb of God, was a
matter of no concern to it. But there were those whom the Lord
had chosen for Himself, to whom this event was made of great moment.
The Saviour had been born Who for hundreds, in fact thousands, of
years had been foretold; now He had come according to promise, and
the shepherds made their short journey to see Him. Some, however,
came a great distance for this purpose. They had been encouraged to
follow a star they had seen in the sky, and made their way patiently
and laboriously till they arrived at the sacred city, Jerusalem. And
they raised a question in the streets, " Where is He That is born King
of the J ews ~" Where was He ~ We find by this Scripture He had
been lying in a manger out of which cattle took their food. Yes, He
was numbered with transgressors; He came to bear the sins of many,
that sin might be condemned in Him Who did no sin but bore the
sins of others, of a multitude no man could number. He was to bear
the sins of those sinners whose iniquity by imputation was made
His. He took the low place. He took the place of the curse. He
became a curse in the stead of others, and bore their iniquities and
bore them away, and He cleared the guilty sinners in the presence
of a holy God. So now to His people there is no condemnation, nor
possibility of it. Oh, children of God, this is good news, glad news,
and t:rue. It is not a speculation, it concerns the sins of a multitude
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no man can number, all charged on this Precious One Who did no
sin and no iniquity ever proceeded from His sacred lips. He came
into the world to be condemned for the sins of others, and He exhausted
those sins by bearing them righteously away, and" there is therefore
now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus." Oh! what a
happy people are the people of God against whom no sin lies. Their
sin is blotted out and forgiven righteously, and, I repeat, there is
now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk
not as the flesh suggests, but as the Holy Spirit directs.
Well, the shepherds were wrought upon by grace. They were
humble men and walked as the Lord led them, and they visited the
birthplace of the IJord Jesus-Bethlehem-the city of David; and
that city has become, in the course of ages, immortal. It is a famous
city because it is with a famous salvation that God has associated it,
-with the name of His dear Son. Oh, what a work was His! And
this was the city that provided no room for them-the Holy Child
Jesus with His earthly mother. There was no room for Him in the
inn, no room for them.
" And, 10, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory
of the Lord shone round about them" -oh, what a sight !-" and they
were sore afraid." And then angels brought the glad tidings to these
poor people, and others. They pronounced the good tidings of great
joy which should be for all people. "For unto you is born this
day, in the city of David, a Saviour, Which is Christ the Lord"the Christ. "And this shall be a sign unto you: ye shall find the
Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger." That was
what man provided for Him. This lowly birth was in the eternal
counsel that nothing could frustrate. Jesus took the place of sinners
-the lowest place of chief sinners. The Father appointed this place
for the Son of His love. Oh, how He loved Him-even to the end,
just as Jesus the Saviour of sinners continued to love them unto the
end. "Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto" the sorrow
of the Sin-bearer marked with the price His people cost Him.
And the shepherds came and found this immortal Babe-this
precious, sin-bearing Babe. You know Jesus endured the cross
from the first breath He drew. The Lord laid on Him all the
iniquity of His people and He suffered for sin, the full penalty of
sin. He made. an end of sin. Oh, what a triumph this! He
made an end of sin, blotted it out effectually, blotted it out
that it should no more come into remembrance. The Lord has
separated His people from their sins. Sin is a hideous thing. Satan
lives in it-it is the atmosphere of hell, the atmosphere in which
the devil lives and breathes and has his being. But not so the dear
children of God. Their sins have been forgiven them, blotted out,
and, again I say, they shall no more come into remembrance. Oh,
what a marvellous thing! Can it be a righteous thing, a just thing,
that they should no more come into remembrance ~ Yes, the God
,of justice has decided so. He hateth putting away-that is one of
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the things the blessed God has said. He watches over His people
when it is well with them and when it is ill with them. They are
justified to the uttermost for ever. It is a little company here to-night,
but they are sinners and they desire to be assured more and more in
God's own handwriting of their position as accepted in Christ, justified
in the Beloved.
Where should the dear shepherds think of finding Jesus if not where
they did ~ this Babe-this blessed Babe-this Infant of days ~
Oh, how He loves! From eternity His love has always been set upon
His Church, His own Bride. Oh, how dear she is in His sight. You
desire, dear children of God, by His grace you desire, to know Hini
more perfectly. Cleave to Him, oh! cleave to Him. The days of
your waiting are fast fleeting away, they will soon be past. The time
is at hand when God will arise from His place and show His people
the beginning of that which has no end.
Jesus says, "I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life." He is
the excellent Way, the narrow Way, the Way that leadeth to life
eternal. The Way always and still. Rejoice and be glad in God's
Way, which He calls" the Way," He has made this Way His perfect,
saving Way.
The blessed Babe was hunted out of Palestine. On the eighth
day was His circumcision, the first blood was shed in the beginning of
days. Salvation unto the uttermost was the way He took, and the
shedding of His blood began early-eight short days after He had been
born. But that did not make atonement. That must be made by
the shedding of blood for sin, and it is by the substitutionary death
of Jesus that the sinner finds acceptance in the sight of God.
Gaze upon the Holy One. They placed Him in a manger that the
oxen fed out of. That was all the world provided; but the Father
found Him a place at His right hand, high above all principalities
and powers of which He made a show openly. Oh, His dear Son!
the highest place is His. And He is coming again shortly. "Yet
a little while and He That shall come will come, and will not tarry."
This is His own word, His sure word, the word He has sworn to
and will keep to a thousand generations.
How dear was this Child to Ris Father. He said, "This is My
beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased," and on another occasion,
" Hear Him." He is One of a thousand. His voice is eternal life.
Oh, thousands and thousands of hearts are waiting the blessed coming
of the Lord Jesus, and He will cut short His work in righteousness
and end all earthly kingdoms. SanctiEy that moment of waiting
which is so short. He has called you by His grace and is keeping
you by His grace for Himself.
" They saw Mary" when they paid this visit, but they did not
worship her; they were not worshippers of Mary. The sole
object of their worship was the Holy One Himself. Oh, that Infant
of days! He was to speak words whereby men would be saved.
His word is life. Who teacheth like Him ~ He leadeth the blind
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by a way that they knew not. He makes crooked things straight,
and rough places plain. He will make darkness to be light, and the
Coming One is close at the doors. Hasten your steps, children of
God, the Lord is at hand. We do not know if this is the last Christmas
Day on earth, or if God will give us another Watch. all the days
and all day long. He keepeth covenant and mercy to a thousand
generations, and He keepeth good and accurate time for His waiting
Church. The Church has waited long, but will not have waited in
vain. She knows Whom she has believed, and that He is at the door.
" Behold "-see to it-lay it to heart-" I stand at the door and
knock."
THE CHRISTIAN IN CHRIST JESUS .
.sUBSTANCE OF A SERMON BY THE LATE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A.,
PREACHED IN BETHESDA CHAPEL, DUBLIN, IN ADVENT, 1851.
H

But of Him are ye in Ohrist Jesus, Who of God is made unto us wisdom,
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption."-l COR.
i. 30.

1 HAVE often had occasion to say to you, brethren, that I believe the
drift of the Apostle's argument in this chapter is very much misunderstood.
I shall briefly remind you of the matter which the Apostle had in
hand when he wrote this and the after chapters of this Epistle.
You learn from the 12th verse of this chapter what the state of the
Corinthian Church was when the Apostle Paul addressed his letter to
it. Sects and parties had been formed amongst them; some followed
Paul, some Apollos, some Cephas, while some, who, perhaps, assumed
much more of a spiritual character than others, said they had nothing
to do with Paul, or Apollos, or Cephg,s, that they followed Ohrist.
The Apostle, under the teaching and direction of the Holy Ghost,
sets himself to work to correct this false notion; he shows that all the
good that is done to a man's soul, is not by the skill, or by the power,
or by any other quality possessed by the man who is the instrument
which God condescends to use; and he shows that there is a great
principle upon which God acts in this matter; which principle you
find stated in the verse immediately preceding our text; that" No
flesh should glory in His presence." So that, as the Apostle says in
the fifth verse of the next chapter, " Their faith should not stand in
the wisdom of men, but in the power of God."
It has been thought by many, that the Apostle, in order to break
down the self-righteousness, pride, and boasting of man, uses this
argument, that God has so little respect of persons, that He does
not take the great ones of the earth, and convert them, but that He
takes those who are counted the off-scouring of the world, and that He
makes them His people.
This is not the argument of the Apostle at all. He says, "Ye see
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your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh,
not many mighty, not many noble are called." The words in italics
are not in the original, they have been put in by our translators, and
this has led to the misinterpretation of the passage. The argument
is this, You see what kind of instrumentality God uses, not such as
you and I should choose, but He has taken the base things of the
world, and the things which are despised, and He has made use of
them for the carrying out His own purposes.
If you take the 1st and 2nd chapters of this Epistle, I think it will
be clearly established in your minds, that this is the subject which the
Apostle has in hand. He wants to show the great simplicity of the
Gospel; that it was not the wisdom of Paul, or of ApoIlos, that could
convert a soul, but that God must do the work from beginning to end.
And so again, he shows that God was not pleased to send wise and
learned philosophers to overthrow the errors that abounded in the
heathen world, or that existed amongst the Jews; but that His own
Word, delivered by His own servants, was the only instrumentality
that He used, in order to pull down the strongholds of the enemy;
that His poor servants were just to blow their rams' horns, as they
did of old around the city of Jericho, and that all opposing barriers
should fall flat before such an inadequate instrumentality, as we should
say.
Then, mark, after he has been speaking of the kind of instrumentality
that God uses, he says, " but of Him are ye in Christ Jesus." It is not
of Paul, nor of ApoIlos, nor of Cephas, but" of Him are ye in Christ
Jesus"; showing that it is the grand work of God to put the soul into
Christ.
In the text which I have read to you, there are three things presented
to us. You have the nature of a Christian's calling and standing, that
he is in Christ. You have the large and complete provision that is
made for the man who is in Christ; that Christ is made of God unto
that man (whoever he is), " wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." Then (though not in the exact order in which
the words occur), you have the source and the efficient cause of all
this-God Himself. "Of Him are ye in Christ Jesus."
Now, brethren, I do not purpose at this time to bring the whole of
this large subject under your consideration; but it has occurred to
me, that it might be profitable to take up a course of subjects that
would lead us to see what is treasured up in the Lord Jesus Christ. So
that, if we be intelligent hearers of these things, and if we be intelligent
believers of them, when the time comes-when, if the Lord will, we
shall meet together to commemorate the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ,
our hearts may go out in a very intelligent manner, to bless God for
such a Saviour as the Lord Jesus Christ.
I purpose on this occasion to confine your attention merely to two
of the subjects of which I have been speakingFirst, The nature of the Christian's calling and standing-he is " in
Christ."
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Secondly, The source and the efficient cause of it-" of Him are ye
in Christ J csus."
If we are permitted, upon the successive Sabbath days, we shall show
you what Scripture teaches us of Christ being made the wisdom, the
righteousness, the sanctification, and the redemption of His people.
The nature of a Christian's calling and standing is here declaredhe is " in Christ." Now, brethren, familiar as the expression is to us
all, I doubt very much whether we could all give an intelligent explanation of it.
Before we go into the consideration of this subject, let me tell you
two things; because if God be pleased to bless what I say, I want to
fasten this truth upon your minds, that to be a Christian at all you
must be in Christ-you can not get rid of the expression; what you
want is to understand it. I tell you there is no Christianity lower
than that, being" in Christ"; this is the being of a Christian. Now,
to have a knowledge of this, to be expert in handling the subject for
our own soul's comfort, is the well-being of a Christian. If you are not
in Christ, you are not Christians; and if you are in Christ, and are still
full of your doubts and your difficulties about the matter, still hesitating
about receiving all the precious truths of the Gospel, I say that this
most materially affects your well-being, as a Christian. I do not
un-Christianize such persons, but I say, they ought to take the Word
of God and see what God says; they ought to walk round about this
Zion, and tell the towers thereof, mark well her bulwarks and consider
her palaces.
I must remind you that the Scripture abolmds with this form of
expression, " In Christ." I scarcely know where to begin, in order to
present it to you in any kind of proper arrangement, because every
Christian blessing of which I read in Scripture, is given to the child
of God, in virtue of his being in Christ. But I must begin somewhere;
and I would just beg of you to take the 1st of Ephesians. I choose
this passage because it presents, in one cluster, as it were, all those
great truths that we might afterwards open out in detail. The Apostle
there expresses thanksgiving unto God, Who, as he says in the 3rd
verse, has" blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ." Then after having laid this down, as the great basis upon
which the Christian has to build his comfort or enjoyment, the Apostle
begins to tell what is built upon it; he tells us of being" chosen in
Christ "-a very remarkable expression. He tells us, in the 6th verse,
of being" accepted in the Beloved"; the 7th verse, " In Whom we
have redemption through His blood"; the 11th verse, "In Whom
also we have obtained an inheritance." In the 2nd chapter, the
Apostle reminds these Ephesian people, that there was a time when
they had nothing to do with Christ at all, as to their faith in Him or
knowledge of Him; but he says, "Now in Christ Jesu.s ye who sometimes were far off, are made nigh by the blood of Christ." The 21st
verse, " In Whom all the building, fitly framed together, groweth unto
an holy temple in the Lord: in Whom ye also are builded together for
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an habitation of God through the Spirit." And then, when we go a
little farther on in the Epistle, we find the Apostle saying, "Ye were
sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord." When I turn
to other Epistles, as, for instance, to the 8th of Romans, I am told that
" there is now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus" ;
so that, in short, we might run through every page of the New Testament, the Gospels as well as the Epistles, and show you how continually the Scripture brings this before the minds of God's people,
that they are in Christ; and to sum up all, the Apostle tells us in the
2nd of Colossians, "Ye are COMPLETE IN HIM."
We ask you, brethren, to take your Bibles, and let it be your study
from day to day, to try to discern what a Christian man is, solely by
his being in Christ.
All those passages which we have quoted from God's Word, bring
out a great doctrine which, however familiar it may be in your ears, we
must repeat over and over again from this place; I refer to the great
doctrine of the mystical union between Christ and His Church. It is a
great doctrine of Scripture, that the Church has been in union with
Christ from all eternity; so that a man did not become a member of
Christ's mystical body, when Christ died on the cross; he does not become a member of Christ'smystical body, when he believes the truth;
but before the foundation of the world this union has subsisted between
Christ and every individual member of His Church-that Church given
to Him by the Father-the individual members known to Him by
name, all mystically united to Him from everlasting, as the Body, of
which He is the Head. What is the meaning of that passage in the
9th verse of the 1st chapter of 2nd Timothy, where the Apostle tells
us that we are saved " not according to our works, but according to
His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus, before
the world began"? Now, I do say there must be great perverseness
of the mind, there must be very downright opposition to the plain
declarations of God's Word, when men resist these things. It is a
great doctrine of Scripture, that the Church has been, from everlasting,
the mystical body of Christ-what faith does in the matter, we shall
tell you by and by.
(To be continued.)

"MY MEDITATION OF HIM SHALL BE SWEET."
THE dear Spirit-taught believer has no need to ask, " Whom do you
mean by Him?" Every heart which is united to the Lord Jesus
feels instinctively the identity, the sweetness, the personality of Him
and Himself. To meditate of Him and HiB doings, of our standing in
Him, our hope and joy in Him, are all heart themes that are as a well
of life and rejoicing and refreshing to the thirsty soul. Where shall we
begin? How shall we continue? How shall we end? It is
inexhaustible.
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Well, first, we know how deeply sunk in ruin and sin we were and
are by nature. Oh! what an agonizing, humbling, distressing beyond
description sight, when the Holy Spirit opened our eyes to see how
helpless and ruined and permeated with sin-altogether lost. "Behold,
I am vile, I abhor myself"; "My sin is ever before me." But Job
and David were brought into loving favour, and blessed. So are all
the dear blood-bought family of God. Painful and humbling as this
quickening of soul and enlightenment were, yet it was life from the dead.
God's own beloved people are brought low by reason of knowledge of
sin, and raised up when the Holy Spirit reveals Jesus" made sin for us,
that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him."
Then, indeed, meditation of Him is fragrant and sweet, as the
believer's standing in Christ is seen in all its beauty and fulness and
sate keeping. "Ye are complete in Him," or as another rendering of
the words has it, "Ye are filled full in Him"-washed in His blood,
justified by His grace, sanctified by the Holy Spirit, made new creatures
in Christ Jesus. Oh! that soul-comforting expression, "In Him,"
so often used by the Apostle Paul. "Your life is hid with Christ in
God." It is a wonderful declaration, implying incorporation; so to
speak, into His life. How assured, how inviolable, how unassailable!
" Your lite is hid with Christ," and not only so, but" Christ in God.'·'
Reader, just think of it. Dwell upon it for a space-my hidden life
"with Christ in God." Meditate upon the sweetness of it all-so
closely joined to Him that thy life is invisible, covered with Christ,
" hid with Christ in God." It seems to me from the context of the
passage-" Ye are dead"-and the precept immediately preceding" Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth"that the whole life and standing in Christ means entire separation from
the world, insensibility to all its charms. "Ye are dead "-dead to
this poor fleeting sinful dying dazzling world, with its sorrows and
fears and snares, its allurements, its temptations, its meretriciousness;
dead to all lure, but in very truth alive unto God, living in Him, the
life all covered and centred and hidden, "hid with Christ in God."
Immediately follows the glorious passage, "When Christ, Who is our
life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory." As
the quaint hymn expresses it :" And this I do find
"Ve two are so joined,
He'll not be in glory
And leave me behind."
" Christ in you, the hope of glory"; "I am glorified in them";
" The glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them; that they may
be one, even as We are one: I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may
be made perfect in one." How harmoniously the precious words,
" I in them, and Thou in Me," chime with " Your life is hid with Christ
in God." "Accepted in the Beloved." In Him accepted and acceptable. I was reading lately, " The Beloved is accepted of God: the
saints are in the Beloved: and the saints therefore are accepted in
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the Beloved." "My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased."
So the believer being in Him, hidden in Him, in His all-atoning blood
and His all-prevailing righteousness one with Him, is accepted in Him.
"Rooted and built up in Him." " Rooted "-firmly planted,
grounded in Him, actually growing in Him, deriving all sustenance and
support, and with the foothold, so to speak; in Him. "Built up in
Him " -He the cement, and building the living stones cemented "by
the crimson mortar of His precious blood," as I read lately, therefore
securely built. Oh! the blessedness, the exceeding blessedness, of
being in Him; the many precious assurances in His Word of this life
which breathes, expands, centres, glows, vibrates, exists altogether in
Him. The Head and the body-one life pervading both, the one
indispensable to the other-the Bridegroom and the Bride, depicting
the one mutual love and admiration, the sweet intense coming
joy. "Joint-heirs with Christ"-displaying the share in His possessions. "Sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty"-expressing the
family love existing amongst believers, the oneness of name and
home and life with" the Firstborn among many brethren," the Father's
loving care and interest. The vine and the branches-one sap, one
life, running through. There are many assurances of the complete
love and joy, even now ours, many. pictures of the oneness of Christ
with His people, to be revealed in deeper, closer, joyous fulness when
we shall be with Him in glory, and see Him as He is. Then"He and we, in that bright glory,
One deep joy shall shareOurs to be for ever with Him,
His, that we are there."
How tender was He in His Person when on earth. Just think of
His reassuring, "Daughter, be of good comfort," to the poor seeker
who touched Him in the press-she feared, but He comforted. Then,
in the storm at sea after His sweet" Peace, be still" at the request of
His terrified disciples, " Why are ye so fearful ~" For He was with
them. Again, His gracious "Neither do I condemn thee," to the
poor sinful woman whose accusers all left her, left her alone with Him.
His loving forbearance with His sleeping disciples in His hour of agony,
" The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." Oh! we have
not a High Priest Who can not be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities. He knows all. He has felt the same. He understands,
and is full of compassion. Then, His sojourn on earth after His resurrection revealed "this same Jesus." The tender friendly drawing
near and discourse with the two disciples on the way to Emmaus,
walking with them, talking with them, sitting down with them. They
felt sweetly constrained to tell Him everything that was on their
minds. The old familiar tones in which He greeted Mary at the
sepulchre, too: how her heart rejoiced, and how glad was she to speed
on errands at His bidding. His loving" Peace be unto you" when
He joined His disciples, and His patience when they doubted His
47
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identity, showing them His pierced hands and feet. Oh! what
<londescension, what friendliness, what assurance.
We love to think of His hands uplifted in blessing when He ascended
into heaven, and of His coming again" in like manner "-blessing.
" While He blessed them, He was parted from them," and that blessing
upon His people is still continued. He will come again with it for His
own dear people. Yet again we behold Him, when He appeared to
His beloved disciple in Patmos. The startled Apostle fell at His feet
as dead, but oh! how sweet His words. He laid His right hand upon
him saying, " Fear not "-the right hand of power, the pierced hand
of blood-purchased salvation. How tenderly He would touch, and
how comforting the" Fear not" must have been.
To return to our privileges in Him. See in Ephesians i. how much
we possess in Him. "Ail spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ." '~Chosen in Him before the foundation of the world."
"Ere I was, was He rejoicing,
All He won, with me to share."
Accepted in Him. Redemption in Him through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. "In Whom also we have obtained an inheritance."
Ah! and farther on in the chapter we read, " The riches of the glory
of His inheritance in the saints." How passing wonderful that He
should thus describe His blood-bought redeemed ones-" His inheritance." And not only so, but to further describe this inheritance as
"the riches of His glory." Believer, can Love which chose, Love
which loved, Love which gave, Love which died, Love which rose
again and ascended into heaven all for thee, say more ~ Love which
regards His redeemed ones as His inheritance-the riches of His glory.
Verily they are, since they most loudly display the exceeding riches
of His grace.
We find moreover in this Epistle that we were quickened together
with Christ and raised up with Him, and that we sit together with Him
in heavenly places. Truly they are" heavenly places" wherein we
behold our present privileges and view our future joy; "heavenly
places " ~n very truth when we sit together with Him and hold sweet
commUlllon.
,. The sweet companionship of One
Who once the desert trod,
The glorious fellowship with One
Upon the throne of God."
When He talks to us of all we were and are and shall be, and of what
He is; when we talk to Him of our own unworthiness and His most
precious fulness, then"I drink of the depths of the love of heaven,
The mighty exhaustless tide.
'Drink, drink abundantly, 0 beloved!
I was smitten, accursed for thee.'
o lips as lilies, 0 mouth most sweet;
That tell Thy heart to me I "
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They are " heavenly places" wherein we behold that we are " fellowcitizens with the saints and of the household of God." What a tender
feeling of home and security and union, of mutual interest and joy,
in that expression" The household of God." We read further: " The
eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord "-in
Him, notice, dear reader-" in Whom we have boldness and access
with confidence by the faith of Him." And to the prayer-loving child
it is so good to know he may appeal with boldness, knowing he has
access with confidence to the prayer-hearing and prayer-answering
God and Father. All promised in Christ by virtue of being in Christ.
"The high calling of God in Christ Jesus." "Translated into the
kingdom of His dear Son: in Whom we have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins." "It pleased the Father that in Him
should all fulness dwell." "In Whom are hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge." "In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily." Just think of it all, dear reader. Is it not overpowering blessedness, inexhaustible riches, inexpressible love ? Well
was it written, " Their Redeemer is strong; the Lord of hosts is His
name."
We were strangers-without Christ-aliens,-having no hopewithout God in the world; but" now in Christ Jesus [we] who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ."
,. So near, so very near to God,
More near I can not be,
For in the Person of His Son
I am as near as He."
It is an unspeakably gracious privilege to be made nigh in Christclose to the Father-and to be as it were in the very heart of Christ
-partakers of Him. Just think of His many assurances of oneness
with Himself and in Himself. A building -fitly framed together in
Him; Builded together in Him; Joint-heirs with Him; Glorified
together with Him; One body, of which He is the Head, the
whole body fitly joined together-" fitly," since He Himself supplies
the fitness; A sweet savour of Christ, Who gave Himself a sacrifice
to God for a sweet smelling savour, therefore His people are a
sweet savour of Christ in Him; Crucified with Christ; Christ liveth
in me; Christ dwelleth in our hearts by faith; Formed in Christ.
Oh, how many illustrations of His identification with and in His dear
redeemed people! Well may we say with the Apostle, "I have all
things, and abound." "All things are your's; whether Paul, or
Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present,
or things to come; all are your's; and ye are Christ's; and Christ is
God's." Yes, the closing links are the safe bindings-" Ye are
Christ's, and Christ is God's."
"My Christ, He is the heaven of heavens!
My Christ, what shall I call !
My Christ is first; my Christ is last;
My Christ is All in all I "
NETTlE.
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"BEHOLD, THE LORD COMETH."

LET us consider the subject of the Lord's Second Coming under five
different heads : How, When, Where is He coming? Why is He
coming? and For whom is He coming? and may the Spirit assist us
in our study.
First, How is He coming? "Quickly,"" suddenly," " as the lightning" (Rev. iii. 11, xxii. 20; Matt. xxiv. 27; Mark xiii. 36). What a
comfort, dear fellow-believer! It helps us wonderfully throughout each
day to know that at any moment He may come. And besides the
knowledge being a comfort to us, it is also a stimulus. We believe
that our day of earthly service will suddenly close, so we are stirred
up to be in living earnest as .to the salvation of our fellow-men. The
knowledge of His thus coming should affect every action, every thought
-all we read and write, all we say and do. If it did so, how different
our lives would be !
Again, When is He coming? "In such an hour as ye think not" ;
" As a snare shall [that day] come" (Matt. xxiv. 44; Luke xxi. 35). The
Lord is coming suddenly and quickly, yet not altogether unexpectedly
to His own people who love and serve and watch for Him. But the
Godless and the careless will in no way be thinking of Him or of His
near approach. Yet His coming means the final separation. "In
that night there shall be two in one bed; the one shall be taken"to be with the Lord because a believer-" and the other left"-because
an unbeliever. "Two shall be grinding together; the one shall be
taken, and the other left. Two shall be in the field; the one shall be
taken, and the other left." He will come to all alike, whether working
or sleeping, and" one shall be taken, and the other left."
Where is He coming? In the clouds; in the air. And it is to Him
" in the air" that we who are believers shall ascend (1 Thess. iv. 16, 17 ;
see also 1 Cor. xv. 51, 52). Oh! sweet, stupendous thought! No
matter whether we are quick or dead when He comes; at the moment
that" the trumpet shall sound," "the dead shall be raised" and the
living" shallbe changed." A new power will be infused into dead and
living Christians, enabling them instantaneously to ascend " to meet
the Lord in the air."
Hence, Why is He coming? That His own people may be with Him
for ever (1 Thess. iv. 16, 17; Rev. vii. 16, 17; xxi. 3, 4; xxii. 3-5).
One can not attempt to picture this bliss. How grandly the Word of
God describes it, on well-nigh the last page-Rev. xxi. 22-27. (See also
previous quotations.) I remember my dear mother used very frequently to remark that the negative rather than the positive side of
C future glory is given because our finite minds can better grasp the
former than the latter. The positive side is beyond mortal man to
conceive. We derive great joy from dwelling on the thought that" He
That shall come will come, and will not tarry" when the fulness of the
time has come. We are waiting for His coming, longing for His call.
He bas called us in grace already if we are believers. We have heard
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and obeyed that call by His Spirit. And ,now we are expecting this
second glad call.
Lastly, For whom is He coming? He is coming for all His own
(1 Thess. iv. 13-18) ; who love Him; who have faith though only" as
a grain of mustard seed"; who serve Him, however imperfectly; who
desire His coming. He is coming for these, and He will not leave one
of them behind. He is coming for them soon we believe, and suddenly.
What a bright glad hope is ours, dear child of God. And how
precious to know and remember that it is all of sovereign saving grace.
He gives the faith that makes us His, and keeps us in that faith. And
He will take us when He comes, in spite of our faith being small and
feeble. "A grain of mustard seed" is a very small seed, but if it is a
living one, it will bring forth a living "tree." The Lord knows this
both as to nature and as to grace. Do you mourn that {'our faith is
not in lively exercise, that it is " little"? Then ask Him to enliven and
increase it, for He only can do so. Remember," He will rest in His
love," and you and I may rest in it too. For it is His love that bought,
His love that sought, and His love that keeps us. Oh! to realize more
fully and to dwell more feelingly on His great and unchangeable love.
Love forges every link of the chain of His dealings with us. Our
sorrows and our changes, however bitter and overwhelming to the
flesh, are fraught with love, and tempered very carefully to our day
and to our strength. ~'His banner over me was love," and will be
throughout eternity.
The day of the Lord is assuredly coming, and present events seem
to point to its being very near. Going back to the Book of Genesis,
we find six days were occupied by the creation, followed by a day of
rest-often called the Lord's day. We are now living in the day
of man, which many of us think is typified by the six days of
creation, and thus will last six thousand years, once more to be followed
by the day of the Lord. As at the creation, the Lord worked for six
days, and then appointed a day of rest; so in this later order of events
may there not be the same rule-six thousand years for work, and
then" the day of the Lord.'" If so, man's six" days" of labour are
well-nigh run out. And as there is no " evening" recorded of " the
seventh day" (see Gen. ii. 1-3 compared with chapter i. 5, 8, 13, 19,
23,31), so this last great seventh day will have no evening, and will be
succeeded by no night.
The Lord has been very patient in His " 10ngsufIering to usward."
Man has wrought much evil in his time-apart from grace he has
wrought only evil. The work of God, as it came from His " fingers,"
He "saw" and pronounced to be "very good." How man has
',marred it, in so far as it has been in his power to do so! But the
" times of restitution of all things" are coming and are near, we believe.
" At midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the Bridegroom cometh.
Go ye out to meet Him." At the moment of " midnight," on the last
" evening" of" the sixth day," that cry will be heard. To the wakeful,
watching, longing believer, " at evening time it shall be light "-" ever-
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lasting light," for the days of our mourning shall be ended. But
" where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?" "Woe unto you
that desire the day of the Lord! To what end is it for you? the day
of the Lord is darkness, and not light. . . . Shall not the day of the
Lord be darkness, and not light? even very dark, and no brightness
in it" (Amos v. 18-20) to the unregenerate, careless man?
What, then, is the special call to us who are of the day during this
Advent season? Is it not the call to watchfulness, to wakefulness?
To us comes now with living meaning the Apostle's spirited charge in
Eph. v. 14-16: "Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead,
and Christ shall give thee light. See then that ye walk circumspectly,
not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are
evil." It is an exhortation to the whole man and to a living man:
"Awake-arise-see-walk." And it is a twofold exhortation. It
is an exhortation not to be unduly engaged and occupied with the
concerns of this dying existence, the dead things of this temporal life.
This is the exhortation as it affects ourselves. It is also an exhortation
to us with regard to others. Could living Christians "sleep" with
dead souls around, if the Lord's cry, " Behold, I come quickly," were
always ringing in their ears? We must speak to dead souls; God's
word is, " Give them warning tram Me." "Whether they will hear,
or whether they will forbear," we must speak. We can not waken
them, we can not give them life. But we can warn them though we
{lan not waken them, and we can "walk" among them instead of
" sleeping" like them-" walk circumspectly." Shall we not seek
grace to " redeem the time" with all the energy of our whole being?
May we be enabled to be "zealous" because we ourselves" know
perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night."
Brixton.

ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
HOME-CALLS DURING 1914.

IT has been the sacred custom of the writer for some years past, as
another volume of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE is closed, to make special
allusion to the beloved saints of God, known more or less to us, who
have been called Home during the year.
This year one feels utterly unable for the task, and upon extremely
solemn ground. What of the ravages of the present world-wide war!
What of the multitudes hurried into eternity-many of them
doubtless redeemed from among men and now adorning Emmanuel's
crown. Beloved, the Day, the long-looked for Day, is surely at hand.
Let us seek to walk soberly, circumspectly, and show that we are
looking for and hastening unto the Coming of our Deliverer, Ransomer,
and Saviour.
In this spirit and attitude we refer to the Home-call of such an
eminent servant and standard-bearer as Mr. W. H. Seagram, of whom
his beloved friend, Mr. John Wood, says in his forcible way: "One
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of the most familiar figures upon the platform of religious meetings in
London for the past thirty years. Brought to God in middle life,
through the instrumentality of the Y.M.C.A., he could truly say from
the day of his conversion, 'This one thing I do.''' And, in the first
month of the year, to that of the Rev. Elmitt Browne, Vicar of St.
Jude's, Hull, a staunch friend of the Rev. J. J. Beddow, and of whom
it was truly said, " He preached Christ unto them." Again, the widow
of that champion of spiritual Protestantism, the Rev. Hely H. Smith,
was called Home suddenly. This dear servant of Christ attended up
to the very last the services at St. Mary's, Stamford Brook, and was
swiftly translated after a long life of consistent walk and fellowship
with her God. At an advanced age, even in his ninety-fourth year,
Mr. Charles Butlin, of Stoke Bishop, Bristol, laid down the burden of
the flesh and rested in Christ" until the day break, and the shadows
flee away." He had been a true friend to our beloved EDITOR and a
staunch supporter of the Clifton Conferences. And we might say
the same of the widow of Mr. James Inskip, who was suddenly called
to her rest at this time.
In the second month of the year The English Churchman had the
painful duty of announcing the removal by death of so eminently
useful a standard-bearer as Lord Wimborne, " after a long illness . . .
a foremost and whole-hearted supporter of the Protestant cause."
And, in the closer circle of our MAGAZINE, came the intimation of dear
Mrs. A. H. Mountcastle's removal from the Church on earth, after
many months of patient suffering. She had been a true follower of
Christ, and "in labours more abundant," and greatly beloved.
Readers will know the revered name of Mountcastle from the pages of
our MAGAZINE, the honoured names of Mr. and Mrs. Mountcastle,
senior, and of two sons having received places of reference.
In connection with the Breton Mission, a great loss was sustained
by the death of that humble-hearted follower of Jesus, Pastor Lecoat.
" Suddenly, on March 1st, he fell asleep in Jesus. About 1000 people
attended the funeral, and never such a gathering had been seen before
in our little parish," wrote MIle. E. le Quere. It was a true
exemplification of "Them that honour Me I will honour." Dear
Pastor Lecoat had laboured on through good report and through evil
report on behalf of the Breton folk, and by his translation of the Bible
into their language was eminently used of God in overthrowing the
superstitious teaching of Rome in their midst. The work of the Mission,
in its various departments, continues, and we need to bear up his
aged widow in our hearts and by prayer at this time of great strain.
The war is making heavy exactments, and friends and supporters of
the Trinitarian Bible Society, under which the Lecoat Mission works,
are less able to give than before. But all resources are with Jesus,
and His work can not suffer loss. Our eyes are up unto Him upon
Whom the Father has " laid help," and in Him His children are not
straitened.
The wife of that dear servant of Christ, Mr. J. S. Francis, of Hastings,
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whose literary help is much appreciated by the Editor. and readers of
the Gospel Advocate, was called Home in the spring of the year. Likewise a hu,mble but eminent servant of his earthly king and of his
heavenly King, Captain Poulden, RN.; and the loving-hearted
Evangelical vicar of St. Matthew's, Bristol, the much tried Rev. F.
Glanvill, whose removal was deeply deplored in May. As valiant
for the Truth in our sister isle was the Ven. Archdeacon Spence, who
rested from his labours in July. A familiar form has been removed
from our Protestant and Evangelical platforms by the death of Mr.
Nathaniel Strickland, whose portrait appeared in our MAGAZINE last
month.
And lately came the Home-call of that aged saint, the Rev. R R
Cousens, of Ryde, well known and beloved by dear" Nettie" and
many others who, in visiting the Isle of Wight, profited greatly by his
Gospel ministry. This month a humble follower but a champion of the
Protestant faith, dear Samuel Bradfield, after twelve months of great
suffering, was released from this body of sin and death. For over
thirty years he was a faithful missionary in the United Bristol Mission,
and then worked for. sixteen years under the Church Association in
charge of the Bishop Hooper Van. Those who visited him throughout
his illness have cause to bless God for the faithful testimony of the
Lord's servant, whose childlike faith and humble spirit were very
sweet to witness.
Beloved, let us not sorrow, but rather rejoice that these whose
names are registered in heaven, written in blood which alone can
avail, have received their Home-call, and are gone in unto the King.
They know nothing now of war or conflict.
•' Whilst w~ are in the thickest fight,
They in' Thy Presence rest."
Let us wait and watch and hope on and listen for the feet of the
Coming One. May we be found of Him at last blameless-a ready
and acceptable people through the precious redeeming blood, love,
and keeping mercy of the adorable Lamb of God.
11 Teach me still Thy priceless lesson
, Walk by faith and not by sight,'
Give a childlike heart, to trust Thee,
'Waiting for the perfect light:
Every step in all the journey
Shall reveal Thy care and love,
When with open'd eyes I trace it
From the radill,nt heights above."
In the words of a sweet hymn by our dear EDITOR shall we not
encourage our hearts :"Till I see my own Beloved,
Kiss God's Son and clasp His feet,
Faith shall trust His oath-bound promise,
Counting every word as 'sweet.'''
Nov. 9th, 1914.
R.
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LABOUR .NOT IN VAIN.
the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it."
The truth of this was proved very early in the world's history, when
the Lord came down to confound and scatter the Babel builders.
When He comes down again, finally to destroy, in more ways than one,
the work of men's hands, He will gather together all things that offend,
and will " cast them into a furnace of fire." "They may build" are
the words of Him Who has all power in heaven and on earth, " but I
will pull down." Many there are who make to themselves large and
goodly houses, " winning thousands of souls for Christ." But He said,
making nothing of all their labour, that the rain would descend, the
floods come, and great would be the fall. No natural religion, however
pleasing and imposing, will be sufficient to bear the weight of one
immortal spirit. And then Christ thought of the house of H1:s building, the only wise God and Saviour, with its immovable and eternal
foundation in Himself, with its stones all wrought, brought, and placed
without confusion or haste by Himself-all beautiful and chaste in
His sight, all firm, fixed, and sure in spite of rage and wrath.
Strong and quiet anchorage the Lord gives to His saints when He
says, " I will work, and who shall let it?" It means grace here-the
teaching of the Spirit, the revelation of the Father in Christ, a knowledge and sense of Him and sin forgiven in Him; it means ceaseless
watching, keeping, saving care; it means glory hereafter, for He said,
" Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me
where I am," and He will not be at rest untilHe sits down Himself at
the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, with not one left behind to look or
to mourn for Him. "Blessed are all they that wait for Him."
Nothing can even interrupt His appointed performings for the. good
of His family, and He needs no help in His accomplishing. His
people must learn their own insufficiency and dependence, must prove
His faithfulness and wisdom. When the disciples toiled all night and
took nothing, when it was yet dark, amid storms and waves and Jesus
was not come, they could enter into David's experience that without
the Lord, vain was their labour. But the morning came. "Now will
I up," says God Who builds the waste places, and the ship will scarcely
hold the provision which He brings. With Him on board, immediately
they are at the land whither they go; with Him atthe feast there is no
lack.
"For where He's guest, then goes it best
With all within the cottage;
For if He dine, the water's wine,
And angels' food the pottage. "

" EXCEPT

But they "labour in vain." Darius laboured till the going down
of the sun to release Daniel, but he could not; Jonah's shipmen
laboured to bring their boat to the land, but they could not; even
Abraham laboured in vain to hasten the arrival of the promised son.
Then Job complained, " My purposes are broken, even the thoughts
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of my heart." But it is not for very vanity that the people of the Lord
labour in the fires of affliction and toil. He has said graciously and
kindly that" in all labour there is profit." It is a sweet word-" He
saw them toiling in rowing." He had said, "I have laboured
in vain, I have spent My strength for nought, and in vain." But He
could add-tempted in all points indeed as His brethren yet without
sin-" Surely My judgment is with the Lord, and My work with My
God," and He could see, in the bringing His many sons to glory, the
fruits of His life and the reward of His death.
It is not a vain thing to wait for the Lord, but it often means labour
and pain, deep searchings of heart and trying of the ways. The fairest
designs are crossed, there is a bringing down to a low place, an emptying,
a stopping of mouths and of boasting. And" who can tell how· oft
he offendeth ?" But the Lord comes with His own grace, mercy, and
peace over it all. He forgives iniquity, transgression, and sin; He
lifts up the hearts that have been brought down by labour; and He
strengthens, stablishes, and settles in the ways of the Lord those who
have for a while suffered according to His will, that they may learn
their own needs and His changeless Name.
FOLLOWER·ON.

A SINLESS STATE.
"To be absent from the body, and to be present with. the Lord."2 CORINTHIANS v. 8.
THE greatest enlargement with which, while in the body and upo·n
earth, any of the Lord's dear children are favoured, leaves them yet
very far short of being brought unto a sinless state; for until the soul
is once separated from the body by death, Jehovah's elect, redeemed,
and quickened family must, and do, more or less groan, being burdentld.
What must it be to realize a sinless condition of soul in the immediate
presence of God and of the Lamb; to find in all its most blessed apprehension, a place and a sinless state among the spirits of just men made
perfect; to be brought to a full consciousness of the glorious reality of
God's great salvation in and by the Son of His love, of what redemption
through His blood has done for one of fallen Adam's apostate race!
Oh! what distinguishing sovereign mercy, what unmerited love, and
what rich powerful grace on the part of the most High God, the
Possessor of heaven and earth, that He should call such worthless,
hell-deserving sinners in the day of His power, and make them the subjects of a second birth, new creatures in Christ, putting His Holy
Spirit within them. "For if any man have not the Spirit of Christ,
he is none of His." But" as many as are led by the Spirit of God,
they are the sons of God"-brought out of the darkness of their naturestate, where the very light that is in them is darkness, into the marvellous light of the everlasting Gospel. This is what is accomplished in
all the elect vessels of Jehovah's mercy in the present time state, and
before they depart this life, to be no more seen on the earth.
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It is of one of the new creations of sovereign grace that the Lord
declares: "But be ye glad and rejoice faT ever in that which I create:
for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy." And·
as this joy is found and realized on earth by all the subjects of God's
regenerating grace, so likewise there is joy in the presence of the angels
of God in heaven in the display of the same sovereign mercy. And,
indeed,
"'Tis passing human thought to know
Where this abyss of love should flow."
But on the death of the body of one of God's saints, such is the
absolute perfection of Christ's work as his Redeemer and Saviour that
the soul enters immediately into glory, as a soul cleansed from all sin in
the precious blood of His atonement. Such also is the efficacy of the
Holy Spirit's indwelling, that the soul is made meet for the inheritance
of the saints in light. Consequently, Paul gives thanks to God for that
glorious Gospel of which Christ is the Sum and Centre, the Alpha and
the Omega, in that, by the grace and power thereof, the regenerate are
made meet to be partakers of " the inheritance of the saints in light."
What a glorious issue out of all their conflicts with the power of
indwelling sin; out of all the snares and temptations of the devil; and
out of all the vicissitudes of the present evil world, is the end of their
faith-" Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your
souls."
Erskine speaks of,. Those that arrived at riper age,
Before they left the dusky stage,
Thought grace deserved yet higher praise.
That wash'd the blots of numerous days."
Sin in them, sin with them, to the last hour of their wilderness journey,
yea, in them to their very last breath. But not a moment beyond.
"To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise,"-in that" holy, happy
place, where sin no more defiles."
The ungodly are not so. See a proof of the darkness of an unregenerate man in the language of the rich man cast into hell: "Nay,
father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will
repent." The darkness that was in him he took with him to that
abode of darkness, and nrges the " doings" of men in opposition to
Abraham's word, "They have Moses and the prophets." These by
the will, grace, and power of God are sufficient to save from hell and
bring to heaven the" all " whom He hath ordained to life. But the
darkness hates the light, and will urge and abide by free-will and
creature merit, even in the pit of endless woe. " We shall be like Him,
for we shall see Him as He is." Like Him in a sinless state; serving
Him not only in righteousness, but in holiness for ever and ever. Thus
William Gadsby"Holiness without a stain
They are thirsting to obtain."
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But that a sinIess state and condition of soul is not attained in this
present life is evident from many testimonies and examples of Holy
Scripture (Eccles vii. 20; 1 John i. 8; PhiI. i. 23, with Rev. xiv. 5).
And the Holy Spirit has seen good to give proof by many striking
instances in the lives of patriarchs, prophets, kings, and other saints
and servants of God, how that in their latter days they sinned; that
no flesh should glory in God's presence; to stop all boasting except in
the Lord, in what He has done for His people in the eternity that is
past and in time, in all He is to them, and in all He will yet do for
them. Hence, says one, in this view, "My soul shall make her boast
in the Lord: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad."
Mr.
Romaine remarks that in the sinless state they are as humble as they
are happy" The emulation round the throne
Made prostrate hosts (who everyone
The humblest place their right avow)
Strive who shall give the lowest bow."
So in all their days on earth the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus
are not in, and never can arrive at, a sinless state: but they hope for
it, and look for it, to be brought to them at the appearing of Jesus.
Hence their language is"Sinless perfection we denyThe chief of Satan's wiles;
Do thou, my soul, to Calvary fly
As oft as sin defiles."

Birkenhead.

G. A.

BIOGRAPHICAL 8KETCH OF LADY JANE GREY.
[1537-1554.J

WE are informed in sacred Scripture, and the history of the Church
in all ages. confirms the truth of it, that " not many wise men after
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called." A number
of brilliant exceptions, however, to this statement have from time to
time appeared. We read of the Apostle ranhng among the converts
" honourable women not II few." The subject of the following short
sketch is described as an accomplished and amiable female, nearly
allied to the Royal Family, who became a martyr to the Protestant
religion at the early age of seventeen. Lady Jane Grey was the eldest
daughter of the Duke of Suffolk (Henry Grey), born in the year
1537; thus her sojourn in this vale of tears was during a period when
those who witnessed for the Truth suffered persecution; many who
were the followers of Christ, who were not ashamed to own His name
or to defend His cause, died at the stake and on the scaffold. On the
night previous to her execution Lady J ane sent her sister Catherine
a Greek Testament, on a few blank leaves at the end of which she wrote
the following beautiful letter.
., I have sent you, good sister Catherine, a Book, which, although
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it be not outwardly rimmed with gold, yet inwardly it is more worth
than precious stones. It is the Book, dear sister, of the laws of the
Lord; it is His Testament and last Will, which He bequeathed unto
us wretches, which shall lead you to the path of eternal joy; and if
you with a good mind read it, and with an earnest desire to follow it,
shall bring you to an immortal and everlasting life. It will teach you
to live, and learn you to die; it shall win you more than you should
have gained by the possession of your wo£ul father's lands. For, as if
God had prospered him, you should have inherited his lands, so if you
apply diligently to this Book, trying to direct your life after it, you
shall be an inheritor of such riches, as neither the covetous shall withdraw from you, neither thief shall steal, neither yet the moth corrupt.
" Desire with David, good sister, to understand the law of the Lord
God. Live still to die, that after your death you may enjoy the life
purchased you by Christ's death. And trust not that the tenderness
of your age shall lengthen your life; for as soon, if God call, the young
goeth as the old; labour always to learn to die. Deny the world,
defy the devil, and despise the flesh, and delight yourself only in the
Lord. Be penitent for your sins, and yet despair not; be steady in
faith, and yet presume not; and desire with St. Paul to be dissolved,
and to be with Christ, with Whom, even in death, there is life. Be
like the good servant, and even at midnight be waking, lest, when
death cometh, and stealeth upon you like a thief in the night, you,
with the evil servant, be found sleeping, and lest, for lack of oil, you be
found like t.he five foolish women, and like him that had not on the
wedding garment, and then ye be cast out from the marriage.
"Resist, as I trust you do; and seeing you have the name of a
Christian, as near as you can, follow the steps of your Master, Christ,
and take up your cross, lay your sins on His back, and always embrace
Him. And as touching my death, rejoice as I do, good sister, that I
shall be delivered of this corruption, and put on incorruption. For
I am assured, that I shall, for losing of a mortal life, find an immortal
felicity, the which I pray God grant you, and send you of His grace
to live in His fear, and to die in the true Christian faith, from the which,
in God's name, I exhort you that you never swerve, neither for hope of
life, nor for fear of death; for if you will deny His Truth for to lengthen
your life, God will deny you, and shorten your days. And if you will
cleave unto Him, He will prolong your days to your comfort and His
glory; to the which glory God bring me now, and you hereafter, when
it pleases Him to call you. Fare you well, good sister, and put your
only trust in God, Who only must help you."
Her execution took place on a Monday, long after called" Black
Monday," being the commencement of a week in -which forty-seven
persons were executed in London. This excessive severity excited
general indignation. It is recorded that John Knox, our Scottish
Reformer, in his bold and courageous manner, remarked: "I find
that Jezebel, that cursed idolatress, caused the blood of the Prophets
to be shed, and Naboth to be martyred unjustly, for his own vineyard
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But I think she never erected half so many gallows in all Israel as
Queen Mary hath done in London alone." On ascending the scaffold
with no trace of fear or grief, she addressed the people thus: "Good
people, I am come hither to die, and by a law I am condemned to the
same. I pray you all, good Christian people, to bear me witness that
I die a true Christian woman, and that I do look to be saved by no
other means, but only by the mercy of God in the blood of His only
Son Jesus Christ; and I do confess, that when I did know the Word of
God, I neglected the same, and loved myself and the world; and
therefore this plague and punishment is happily and worthily happened
unto me for my sins; and yet I thank God of His goodness, that He
has thus given me a time and respite to repent. And now, good people,
while I am alive, I pray you assist me with your prayers." Then
kneeling down, she repeated the fifty-first Psalm to the end. Her last
words were, "Lord, into Thy hands I commend my spirit." Thus
died Lady Jane Grey, and her spirit winged its flight from a mansion
of clay to the realms of glory. "What are these which are arrayed
in white robes ~ and whence came they ~ ... These are they which came
out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb. Th~refore are they before the throne
of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple . . . and God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes" (Rev. vii. 1~17).

J. G.
TOUR IN THE HOLY LAND.
By THE LATE REV. CHARLES B. SNEPP, LL.M., VICAR
BIRMINGHAM.

OF

PERRY BARR,

(Continued from page 692.)

HERE we are, at length, once more approaching the great Mont Cenis
tunnel. Our train stops, and tarries for ten minutes as if to gather
up fresh strength and courage to face the task before her.
The passengers gladly dismount, and walk about to warm their feet
and circulate the blood; and some were tempted to enjoy a little spree
of snowballing, in which the ladies too seemed disposed to take their
part, and performed it con amore. At this spot the temperature
was very cold and bleak, and we were thankful to move on.
After trying to look at the entrance of the tunnel we soon found ourselves within it; once more our watches were out, to observe the length
of time in passing through; we reckoned twenty-six minutes, being
rather quicker than before by about six minutes; the whole distance
we understood to be seven and a half miles. Once more we heartily
sang together, " Safe in the arms of Jesus," and joined in praise to
God for His many and great mercies, both in providence and grace.
We were returning home in safety after a long and somewhat dangerous journey, and could tell of many merciful escapes and many
blessings received from His bounteous hand.
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The safety and expedition of our journey must all be traced to Him
Who is the Giver of all good things, and among them the talent and
genius and skill whereby this great tunnel was formed to shorten our
journey, and all the difficulties of excavating a passage seven and a
half miles long through this granite mountain were successfully overcome. Yes, He Who created man has been pleased to endow him with
wonderful talents and genius, whereby discoveries have been made and
mighty achievements wrought, and the sciences cultivated to their
present wonderful attainments. What evidences have we here of
the greatness of our Creator, Who can evolve out of man's little
brains such wonderful results. How grand and glorious must be that
Divine Being Who is the Author of it all, and the Supreme and Allwise Governor of the universe! Let us learn to adore and praise Him
more and more; let us confide in His wisdom and trust in His mercy
and love, as revealed to us on the pages of inspiration and in the gift of
His beloved Son: "All things were made by Him; and without Him
was not any thing made that was made" (John i. 3). Let us ever
remember" God ..... hath in these last days spoken unto us by His
Son, Whom He hath appointed heir of all things, by \Vhom also He made
the worlds; Who being the brightness of His glory, and the express
image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His
power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right
hand of the Majesty on high" (Heb. i. 1-3). Blessed be His Name
for this gracious revelation. Let us learn to trust in Jesus as the
Creator and Preserver of the universe, and as the Redeemer and Saviour
of His people. Blessed are all those who have learned to trust in
and follow Jesus. He will shortly come in His Second Advent glory,
to reign, to cast out Satan, and to restore more than primeval
blessedness; and blessed too (empha.tically) are those who look and
wait and prepare for His coming. The six thousand years of this
earth's present dispensation, with the widespread evil of sin and its
curse, have well-nigh reached their climax and their close; and then
shall follow Christ's glorious, peaceful, and happy reign, with greater
and yet grander manifestations of Jehovah's power and mercy and
love. (See Isa.'xxiv. to xxvi., and Rev. xx. to xxii.)
But I must return to the subject of my" Eastern Tour," remembering
we are drawing near to the end, and" home, sweet home" will soon be
reached in more senses than one. Our blessed Lord informs us, " As
the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west;
so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. And He shall send His
angels, and they shall gather together His elect, from one end of
heaven to the other" (Matt. xxiv. 27-31).
"Thou art coming, 0 my Saviour I
Thou art coming, Omy King!
In Thy beauty all-resplendent,
In Thy glory a.ll-transcendent;
Well may we rejoice a.nd sing!
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Coming I in the opening east
Herald brightness slowly swells;
Coming I 0 my glorious Priest,
Hear we not Thy glorious bells?"
-F. R. Havergal.

In the meanwhile those on earth have much to do for their dear
Lord and Master; hence w~ need, in our earthly pilgrimage, to take
care of the body and replenish its exhaustion. So, as soon as our train
reaehed Modane, we were thankful to find an excellent repast prepared
for hungry travellers, to whieh with thankfulness we did full justice.
Modane is the frontier station between France and Italy; so we had
to change our train, and happily our conductor secured two compartments of a carriage for our party for the rest of our journey till we
reached Paris, with the prospect of sixteen hours more in the train. So
we made ourselves comfortable, and settled down again for our long
journey, feeling as happy as possible.
(To be continwoff.)

A LETTER FROM SAMUEL RUTHERFORD
TO ONE IN BEREAVEMENT.
" I AM sorry to depart leaving your ladyship in grief, and would still
be grieved at it, if I were not assured that you have One with you in
the furnace, Whose countenance is like unto the Son of God. I know
that if you were not dear to God, and if your health did not require
so much of Him, He would not spend so much medicine upon you.
All the brothers and sisters of Christ must be conformed to His image
in sufIering, and some do more strikingly resemble the copy than
others. Think, madam, that it is a part of your glory to be enrolled
among those whom one of the elders pointed out to John; "These
are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed
their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb." You
have lost a child-nay, she is not lost to you who is found to Christ;
she is not sent away, but only sent before; like unto a star, which goeth
out of our sight, doth not die and vanish, but shineth in another hemisphere: you see her not, yet she doth shine in another country. If
her glass was but a short hour, what she wants of time she has got of
eternity; and you have to rejoice that one belonging to you is now in
heaven. Build your nest upon no tree here; for you see God hath
sold the forest to death; and every tree upon which we would rest
is ready to be cut down, to the end we may flee and mount up, and
build upon the rock, and dwell in the holes of the rock. Whatsoever
you love besides Jesus, your Husband, is a strange lover; now, it is
God's special blessing to Judah, that He will not let her find her paths
in following her strange lovers: "Therefore behold, I will hedge up
her way with thorns, and make a wall, that she shall not find her. paths :
and she shall follow after her lovers, but she shall not overtake them."
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o thrice happy Judah, when God buildeth a wall betwixt her and the
fire of hell! The world, and the things of the world, madam, are the
lovers you naturally affect-the hedge of thorns and the wall which
God builds in your way, to hinder you from your lovers, are the thorny'
hedge of daily grief, loss of children, weakness of body, uncertainty of
estate, lack of worldly comfort, fear of God's anger for unrepented '
sins; but what do you lose though God twist and plait the hedge daily
thicker? God be blessed, the Lord will not let you find your paths;
return to your first Husband-do not weary, nor think that death
walketh towards you with a slow pace; you must be riper ere you be
shaken; your days are no longer than Job's, that were' swifter than
a post,' and' passed away as the swift ships,' swift' as the eagle that
hasteth to the prey!' There is less sand in your glass now than there
was yesternight; this span-length of ever-posting time will soon be
ended; but the greater is the mercy of God the more years you get
to advise upon what terms, and upon what conditions, you cast your
soul into the huge gulf of a never-ending eternity, The Lord hath
told you what you should be doing till He come. 'Wait and hasten,'
saith Peter, ' for the coming of the Lord'; all is night that is here, in
respect of ignorance and daily ensuing troubles, one always making
way to another, as the ninth wave of the sea to the tenth; therefore
sigh and long for the dawning of that morning, and the breaking of that
day of the Coming of the Son of Man, when shadows shall flee away.
Persuade yourself that the King is coming; read His letter sent before
Him, ' Behold, I come quickly.' Wait with the wearied night-watch
for the breaking of the eastern sky, and think that you have not a
morrow. I am loath to weary you; show yourself a Christian by
suffering without murmuring; in patience possess your soul; they
lose nothing who gain Christ. I commend you to the mercy of our
Lord Jesus, assuring you that your day is coming, and that God's
mercy is awaiting you. The Lord Jesus be with your spirit! "

€ottt'I'onbmce.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

SIR,-A Christian soldier at the front writes: "It is so splendid
and loving of you to write to me as you have done. I was greatly
touched by your last letter, and thank you so much for it, also the
books which I distributed among my battery one day while we were
halted on the road. I had given the last, and just as we got the order
to mount, a man came running up and said, 'Sergeant, give me one
to read, please.' I was sorry I was not able to oblige him. I had
some more packed away in my coat pocket, and yesterday I disposed
of them, and the men were delighted with the opportunity of something
to read. We are witnessing conversions in our Inidst, and since coming
DEAR
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out two others have returned to the Lord. Four or five of us gather
together of a night, when it is convenient, to have a talk over the
Word, and prayer together. To-night I hope to conduct an open-air
service, having obtained permission from my C.O. to sing. I wonder
if you have any hymn sheets with well-known hymns that would
~ome in handy for these meetings? I should be so glad of some.
Last evening as I was going round a reservist asked me .if I could give
him a Testament. I was sorry not to have one to give him, but I
asked him if he knew the Lord, and he said he did, and he joined us
at our fellowship meeting that night. The dear Lord was very merciful
to me on the 14th. A piece of shell blew away the front of my leggings,
grazing my shin, another piece went clean through my water-bottle
and all my clothing, making a slight wound just to the right of my
backbone, while a third piece pierced my cap, going through the side
and coming out at the top, without touching my head. I am quite
all right now, after two or three days out, and did not have to go into
hospital. Christian love to you and yours."
Appeals for literature, Testaments, etc., are reaching me from all
parts.
Yours sincerely,
:.6, STIRLING ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL, November, 1914.

llt tote f3tant

l5 e aron.

THE CHURCH ON THE THAMES.
A LECTURE DELIVERED BY THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER, M.A.,
IN ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, IN 1877.
(Continued from page 697.)
WHEN we look at the Articles we are struck, and may evenIfeel
astonished that they 'are so clear in doctrine, considering the circumstances under which they were drawn up, so soon after the emancipation of the .Church from popery. We are astonished that the men
who drew them up should have had such sound views, and that they
could have come to so righteous a decision regarding that fearful
system from which they had been delivered. We find throughout
the whole of these Thirty-nine Articles nothing like what we should
call false doctrine. At the beginning, of course, like the creeds, they
set -forth the common faith of Christianity, regarding the Trinity,
regarding the Lord Jesus Christ, regarding what He did, what He
said,. the work He performed, and so on. After that we necessarily
have a reference to the Scriptures, and the doctrine of the Church of
England concerning them, which is as clear as it possibly can be.
Nothing can be clearer than this, for example; "Holy Scripture
containeth all things necessary to salvation ; so that whatsoever is
riot read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of
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any man, that it should be believed as an article of the faith, or be
thought requisite or necessary to salvation." It is exceedingly important we should clearly understand and accept this Article, because it
seems to me to regulate all the others. If I once believe thatthi~
Book is the Word of God, the only Word, and that there is nothing
else that can be put beside it, or that can equal it in authority, then
the whole question of orthodoxy is solved at once. I must confine
myself to the teaching of the Bible, and if anything is brought to me
that is not contained in that Book, I must repudiate it at once, I must
say, " No, I will not have it, it is not in the Bible, I will have nothing
to do with it. The Church says, ' Holy Scripture containeth all things
necessary to salvation: so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor
may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should
be believed as an article of the faith.''' Whatever is not contained
here, or that does not come out of this blessed Book, is not to be received
as an article of faith necessary to salvation. It says again, "In the
name of the Holy Scripture, we do understand those Canonical Books
of the Old and New Testament, of whose authority was never any
doubt in the Church." That is, we repudiate what is called the Apocrypha, and we hold that in these received books alone is the religion of
the Church of England. If a party comes and tells us that they
hold certain views concerning sacraments, concerning confession, concerning absolution, concerning purgatory, and others that they hold
certain views concerning saints, and the Virgin Mary, we simply say,
" Here is the Bible, show them to us here." The Church of England
repudiates them because they are not in the Bible, and if it can not be
proved directly that they are in God's Word, we repudiate them, and
say of them, That is not Christianity.
But more than that, our Articles lay down dogmatically certain
important truths that are entirely at variance with every .species of
Romish error. We have for example an Article concerning original
or birth sin. Man is there declared utterly sinful, of a corrupt nature,
naturally engendered of the offspring of Adam, it is declared that we
inherit it from Adam, that we are all chargeable with it in the sight of
God, that man in his nature is inclined to evil, "so that the flesh
lusteth always contrary to the Spirit, and therefore in every person
born into the world it deserveth God's wrath and damnation." That
shows that such is our condition in the sight of God as descendants of
Adam, that for us in our natural state there can be nothing but condemnation, and that if we are to be saved it must be by some interference on the part of God, for that we are in a position from which we
can not possibly deliver ourselves; in other words, that we ean not
possibly separate ourselves from the family of Adam, and that we can
not relieve ourselves from the guilt chargeable to Adam. If I once
come to that conviction lam driven to Jesus, I can not help it. How
can I separate myself from the family of Adam? How can I repudiate
my own nature; how change the character stamped on me by the fall ~
How get rid of all the evil circumstances and incidents that occur to
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me in consequence of that fall? I am a dying man because of the fall.
1 am expQsed to evil, sorrow, trouble, and trial because of the fall of
Adam. Can I get rid of that? Can any man do it? Impossible.
So you see we are at once brought face to face with the work of the
Lord Jesus as the only way of escape from that wrath which as fallen
beings we have deserved. The Article is clear on that subject.
Then, as regards the free-will of man, concerning which so many
people form erroneous views, the Article is clear also-" The condition
of Man after the fall of Adam is such, that he can not turn and prepare
himself, by his own natural strength and good works, to faith and calling
upon God: Wherefore we have no power to do good works pleasant
and acceptable to God, without the grace of God by Christ preventing
us "-that is, going before us-" that we may have a good will, and
working with us, when we have that good will." What could be
clearer than that? People complain sometimes of what are called
extreme views; people connected with the Church of England complain of what are called Calvinistic views. Take our Articles, examine
them one by one, and I venture to say that you can come to but one
conclusion, and that is, that the Church of England adopts all those
views which are called extreme. Then there is the Justification of
Man-" We are accounted righteous before God. only for the merit of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by Faith, and not for our own works
or deservings: Wherefore, that we are justified by Faith only is a
most wholesome doctrine, and very full of comfort, as more largely is
expressed in the Homily of Justification." With such glorious truths
as are in these Articles, it seems strange that any person can turn away
and say they prefer a system of religion so utterly devoid of these
precious truths as the Romish system is, to this, with all its clear
utterances on the subject of Scripture, and other cognate subjects.
Observe now the Article on Good Works: "Albeit that Good Works,
which are the fruits of Faith, and follow after Justification, can not put
away our sins, and endure the severity of God's judgment: yet are
they pleasing and acceptable to God in Christ, and do spring out necessarilyof a true and lively Faith; insomuch that by them a lively Faith
may be as evidently known as a tree discerned by the fruit." How
beautifully true to Scripture that is, and see how clear and simple it is.
Then the Articles proceed to set forth those glorious doctrines of
Predestination and Election. I can not help naming them. Those
doctrines are in our Church. If anyone objects to them, or objects to
my teaching them, my reply, as a clergyman of the Church of England,
simply is, " r am bound to preach them, because here they are." The
seventeenth Article says: "Predestination to Life is the everlasting
purpose of God, whereby (before the foundations of the world were
laid) He hath constantly decreed by His counsel secret to us, to
deliver from curse and damnation those whom He hath chosen in
Christ out of mankind, and to bring them by Christ to everlasting
salvation, as vessels ma.de to honour. Wherefore, they which be endued
with so excellent a benefit of God, be called, according to God's purpose,
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by His Spirit working in due season; they through Grace obey the
calling; they be justified freely; they be made sons of God by adoption; they be made like the image of His only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ; they walk religiously in good works, and at length, by God's
mercy, they attain to everlasting felicity." There, you never heard
me say anything stronger than that. With that before me, I am
bound, as a loyal clergyman of the Church of England, so to preach
the Gospel. I feel bound to preach aU these doctrines. I could take
everyone of these Articles, one after another, and preach from it that
glorious doctrine of the grace of God-His sovereign grace-by which
alone' we are saved from everlasting wrath, and reconciled to God,
brought near to God, made the objects of His love, heirs of His gloryall by the glorious grace of God exercised in and through the Lord
Jesus Christ. There it is; and if I did not preach it, I should be
unfaithful to the doctrines of my own Church. If ministers of the
Church of England get up into the pulpit and refuse to preach the
doctrine of God's electing grace, I can only say they are not preaching
in harmony with the professions they made when they entered the
Church, when they accepted all the doctrines that the Church teaches.
I say they are not preaching in harmony with the standards they themselves accepted when they became ministers of the Church in which
they labour.
(To be continued.)
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.

.

ON October 13th, the thirty-fifth Anniversary of the Brighton Auxiliary was held. The work of the Society there is of a twofold character:
the maintenance of a Home for seven Pensioners, and the payment of
other recipients in the town, amounting tQ upwards of £500 per annum..
No fewer than 63 aged Christians are thus assisted. Mr. S. Combridge,
the devoted Hon. Local Secretary, cordially invites all our friends in
Brighton to pay the Home a visit. It is proposed, upon the completion of the Building Fund, to enlarge it, but in these dark days the
Committee do not wish to incur debt in this or any other branch of
the work. Alas! in connection with the Pension Fund, loans from
the bankers have to be obtained from time to time, and the Board
would rejoice indeed if the liberality of the Lord's stewards would
free them from this anxiety. The meetings were held in the Royal
Pavilion. Mr. F. A. Bevan presided in the afternoon, and gave an
excellent address. He dwelt with spirituality and power upon the
National crisis and the need for all the Lord's people to rally round
the Institution. More than sixty years ago he, as a youth, was accustomed to visit Egremont Lodge, the present Home in Brighton, when
it was the residence o{ Sir Thomas Blomefield, Bart., an old friend of
his family. The hearty thanks of the meeting were expressed to Mr.
Bevan by Messrs. Hayles and Ebenezer Carr for his kindness in coming
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to Brighton. The Rev. Thomas Houghton, of Bath, and the Rev.
J. H. Hallett, of Brighton, powerfully advocated the work of the
Society. The ladies kindly conducted a Sale of Work throughout the
day, and the proceeds were most encouraging.
The Autumn Meetings at the Hornsey Rise Home took place on
Friday, Nov. 6th, when a large number of friends assembled. The
Sale of Work, for the Benevolent Fund, was opened in the afternoon.
Tea was provided, free to the inmates and at a small charge for friends,
and in the evening the Rev. J. W. Dance, of Leamington, preached
a much appreciated sermon from Isaiah xli. 10. The collection was
for the Maintenance Fund.
Several places have been visited by the Secretary in the interest
of the Institution; Christmas and New Year's Offering Cards have
been issued and other efforts made to replenish the funds of the Society.
The help of friends in this work and in distributing the Society's
literature will be gratefully received. The hourly expenditure is
£1 16s. Od.
The words of the beloved EDITOR of this MAGAZINE, in a sermon he
preached for the Institution from Proverbs xvi. 31, will fittingly close
our notes this month. "The Society is undenominational, and the
longer I live the more I value undenominational Societies, because they
seek no ends of their own, but desire to honour their Lord without
sectarian considerations. God puts singular honour on His aged
believing people, because He says they are a crowned people, though
many are poor and suffering. It is good to keep in remembrance
the saints who were once with us, but are now no longer at our side.
The Church of Christ is one-' part of the host have crossed the flood,
and part are crossing now.'
.. , Death hides, but it can not divide;
Thou art but on Christ's other side;
Thou art with Christ, and Christ with me,
And thus united still are we.' "

l,IJafHJing

lElttnts.

A MONTHLY RECORD.
PARLIAMENT was opened by the King in person, accompanied by the
Queen, on Wednesday, Nov. 11th. In the course of His Gracious
Speech His Majesty made the following references to the War and to
Turkey's participation in the struggle :-" My Lords, and Gentlemen,
The energies and sympathies of My subjects in every part of the Empire
are concentrated ,on the prosecution to a victorious issue of the War
on which we are engaged. I have summoned you now in order that
sharing, as I am aware you do, My conviction that this is a duty of
paramount and supreme importance, you should take whatever steps
are needed for its adequate discharge. Since I last addressed you, the
area of the War has been enlarged by the participation in the struggle
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of the Ottoman Empire. In conjunction with My Allies, and in spite
of repeated and continuous provocations, I strove to preserve, in regard
to Turk~y, a friendly neutrality. Bad counsels, and alien influences,
have driven her into a policy of wanton and defiant aggression, and a
state of war now exists between us. My Mussulman subjects know
well that a rupture with Turkey has been forced upon Me against My
will, and I recognize with appreciation and gratitude the proofs which
they have hastened to give of their loyal devotion and support. My
Navy and Army continue, throughout the area of conflict, to maintain
in full measure their glorious traditions. We watch and follow their
steadfastness and valour with thankfulness and pride, and there is,
throughout My Empire, a fixed determination to secure, at whatever
sacrifice, the triumph of our arms and the vindication of our cause."
In his speech at the Guildhall Banquet, Mr. Asquith said in reference
to Turkey: "It is they, and not we, who have rung the death-knell of
Ottoman dominion, not only in Europe, but in Asia. The Turkish
Empire has committed suicide and dug its grave with its own hand."
Lord Kitchener at the same Banquet said: "I have no complaint
whatever to make about the response to my appeals for men-and I
may mention that the progress in military training of those who have
already enlisted is most remarkable." He further stated that "there
are training in this country over a million and a quarter of men," but
more men and still more are required.
In reply to a question put, Mr. Asquith says, III Parliamentary
papers: "The British casualties in the western area of the war
up to October 31 are approximately 57,000 of all ranks. The
Government are not in a position to estimate the losses of the other
Allied Powers, nor those of the enemy." Among our losses we regret
the death of Lieutenant Prince Maurice of Battenberg, the youngest
.
son of Princess Henry of Battenberg, and first cousin to the King.
On November 11th the Press announced that the German Cruiser
Ernden had been destroyed. The Emden was driven ashore and burnt
by R.M.A.S. Sydney. The damage done-· by the Ernden has been esti-

mated at £2,200,000.

I·
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The expenditure on the war, which in the first ten weeks averaged
about 5! millions per week, rose towards the end of October to about
Si millions. The. Times Parliamentary Correspondent says that from
the estimate of most financial authorities the war will cost this country
alone £1,000,000,000.
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have announced that" The
first Sunday in the New Year (January 3, 1915) will be observed as a
Day of Humble Prayer and Intercession to Almighty God on behalf of
the cause entrusted to our King, our Empire, and our Allies, and on
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behalf of the men who are :fighting for it on sea or land." This
announcement is made as the result of correspondence with His Majesty
the King. Meanwhile, our readers, we hope, are crying mightily and
unceasingly unto God on behalf of our nation in this solemn and
unparalleled time.
We deeply deplore the national loss sustained by the death of FieldMarshal Lord Roberts, on Saturday evening, Nov. 14th. He had gone
on a brief visit to the Headquarters of the British Army in France,
where he had a great reception from the British and Indian troops. A
chill contracted during the visit developed rapidly into pneumonia,
and he " passed away in the midst of the troops he loved so well and
within the sound of the guns." Lord Roberts was a noble soldier of
Christ as well as of his Sovereigp. and Country. His love for the Word
of God was evidenced by the Preface he wrote for the Gospels distributed to our soldiers. at the uont: "I ask you to put your trust in
God, Who will watch over you and strengthen you. You will find in
this little book guidance in health, comfort when you are in sickness,
and strength when you are in adversity.-RoBERTS, F.-M." In the
course of a speech in the House of Lords, Lord Curzon said of him:
" No Englishman, at any rate of our time, has set so rich and rare an
example of simplicity and purity of life, and none has been more religious-minded or more devout in the beliefs as well as in the external
observances of religion. Only a little more than a fortnight ago I
received a letter from Lord Roberts, the last he ever wrote to me, in
which, amidst the trials of this war, whilst busily occupied in providing
for the comfort of our troops in the field, and whilst all his larger
thoughts were turned with: anxiety to the issues of the campaign, he
nevertheless found time to write to me a strong plea in defence of
family prayer. These were his words :-' We have had family prayers
for 55 years. Our chief reason is that they bring the household together
in a way that nothing else can. Then it ensures the servants and others
who may be in- the house joining in prayers which, fQ]: one reason or
another, they may have omitted saying by themselves. Since the war
began we usually read prayers, and when anything important has
occurred I tell those present about it. In this w~y I have found that
the servants are taking a great interest in what is going on in France.
We have never given any order about prayers; attendance is quite
_,optional, but as a rule all the servants, men and women, come regularly
on hearing the bell ring.' My Lords, the man who penned those words,
•even to a friend, was not only a great soldier, a patriot, and a. statesman, but also a. humble-minded and devout Christian man, whose name
deserves to live, and will live, for ever in the memory of the nation
whom he served with such surpassing fidelity to the last hour of a long
and glorious life." Our warm sympathy is extended to Lady Roberts,
whom he married in 1859, and to his two daughters.
SERIES.
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