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" And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of
speech or of w·isdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.
For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified."-l CORL.'ITID.L'<S ii. I, 2.

how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity! It is like the precious ointment upon the
head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard; that
went down to the skirts of his garments; as the dew of Hermon,
and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for
there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore."Psalm cxxxiii. We quote this Psalm at length, beloved readers,
at the commencement of a few remarks we would make on the
CLIFTON CONFERENCE, for it has been the keynote of those
much·blessed annual gatherings of believers who have met in the
unity of the SPIRIT, the very bond of peace. It has been our
custom for many years to open the days of CONFERENCE with
this short but most precious song of degrees, or ascents, of David.
We have been wont to call it our "CONFERENCE" Psalm. Most
" BEHOLD,
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of our readers are aware that the late Rev. S. A. Walker, that
noble witness for Evangelical Truth, founded this happy assembly
of Christians irrespective of denominations, on the model of the
Conference at Barnet originated by the beloved William Pennefather. To those who knew and loved Mr. Walker for the sake
of that glorious Gospel of GOD'S sovereign grace he so faithfully
and unco .promisingly preached by voice and pen, it has ever
been most gratifying to watch year by year the measure of DIVINE
approval attending these spiritual gatherings for the expounding
of GOD'S most Holy Word. Perfect harmony has graciously
characterized them. Our GOD and FATHER has lovingly smiled
upon His assembled children. The meetings have ever been
radiant with the presence of our beloved and adorable MASTER,
instinct with DIVINE power, and rich in the outpouring of the
HOLY GHOST. How could it be otherwise ~ Did not they exhibit
to the world, secular and" religious," the fundamental truth that
the saints are one with CHRIST, and one in CHRIST, and did they
not exemplify the fulfilment of the petition of our GREAT HIGH
PRIEST, "That they all may be one; as Thou, FATHER, art in
Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in Us: that the
world may believe that Thou hast sent Me" (John xvii. 21).
It was with a strong sense of bereavement and in a spirit
of sadness that, in compliance with the wishes of many Christian
friends, we assumed the responsibility of convening the CONFERENCE, in succession to our beloved brother. It would have
been too heavy a charge had it not been that we had a
responsible LORD on Whom to roll our responsibilities. The
Covenant promises were engaged on our behalf, and by the
supporting grace and power of the HOLY SPIRIT, with a deep
sense of our oWn unworthiness, we were enabled to rely entirely
on the all-sufficiency of the LORD JEHOVAH-FATHER, SON, and
SPIRIT-to meet our every need.
In October, 1880, therefore, in the first year of our ministry at
ST. MARY-LE-PORT, we had the high and holy privilege of opening
the CONFERENCE with the 133rd Psalm, the words, we believe,
of the LORD Himself. "Behold, how good and how pleasant it i
for brethren to dwell together in unity!" In the eyes of the
LORD JESUS it was a precious sight, altogether acceptable, as He
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.,.looked down on His true-hearted, waiting, asking ones. The
subject of that CONFERENCE was "Union with CHRIST, and
Communion, through CHRIST, with GOD." The last words of
the last address were uttered by the late Mr. James Inskip from
the closing words of the Book of the Revelation-as evidencing the
deep and blessed communion between the MASTER and His servant.
The MASTER says, "Surely I come quickly," and the servant is
enabled to reply, "Even so, come, LORn JESUS."
Year by year the special means of grace and edification afforded
by these annual hallowed gatherings of the people of GOD for
conference on the things touching the KING and His Kingdom,
have proved. steps forward, "ascents," on the way to Zion, in
the e:l>.-perience of the hearts of the LORn's redeemed people. And
not only of those present, but, by means cif the printed record
circulated each year, of the many scattered abroad throughout
the world. Oh, what blessed seasons have they proved-seasons
of fellowship with our GOD and FATHER in CHRIST JESUS, seasons
of spiritual fellowship with the members of the FaInily and Household of Faith. Times these when the KING has indeed brought
us into His" banqueting house," when He has deigned to take
sensibly a seat at His table in the Inidst of His gathered guests,
when His banner over us has been Love. Heavenly seasonswhen we have sat down together under His shadow with great
delight, and His fruit has been most sweet to our taste.
Rich and lasting has been the blessing experienced by large
numbers of the LORD'S blood-bought, wayfaring people, visiting
these much-blessed assemblies from long distances. Many a
pilgrim, now such no longer, has left behind a grateful testimony
to the spiritual refreshment there enjoyed. They have drunk of
this brook by the way, and have found it exceedingly sweet.
" If such the sweetness of the stream,

What must the fountain be 1
Where saints and angels draw their bliss
Immediately from Thee."
Ah, they know now the answer to that question. They see the
KING OF SAINTS, the LORD OF GLORY, in all His beauty, while we
still see Him but by the longing eye of faith in all His excellence
and desirableness. How often have the footsteps of weary and
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fainting believers been strengthened in the ways of GOD during
these CONFERENCES. How often have hands that have hung
down been found graciously invigorated for service when, the
blessed season over of being led apart by the HOLY SPIRIT " to
rest awhile," the time has arrived for a return to the active duties
of a stated sphere, and to the varied trials of daily life. And then
came the testing-time. Temptation then awaited those who had
participated in the blessing, for in proportion as the Word of GOD
had proved sweet to the soul would every sweet be turned to
bitter, to see how far the blessing had been a reality. Times of
special blessing. fellow-believers, as you have found, prove often
a gracious and merciful preparation vouchsafed to meet times of
special trial and affliction and suffering to follow. How mauy of
our beloved CoNFERENCE friends have proved this, and have gone
in the strength of the "meat" provided at this spiritual feast,
for their "forty days"! It was an intensely moving sight
to see the large CONFERENCE Hall, with the galleries, full from
end to end, as it was wont to be at the evening meetings of those
earlier years-while the SPIRIT of Power from on High was
markedly present, and a holy, solemn hush prevailed amongst the
hundreds that were there gathered to hear the precious things
spoken by the anointed lips of many of GOD'S eminent ministering
servants.
In the year 1884, in accordance with the wishes of the majority
of those attending the CONFERENCE in 1883, a third morning
session was added, the CoNFERENCE up to that date having occupied
two days, with our happy Communion Service on the third morning.
By this means the Service was transferred to the third evening,
and many who had before been debarred from the blessed privilege
of gathering with more favoured ones as one Family around the
LORD'S Table, were now enabled to be present, and to partake of
the Supper of their LORD.
To the glory and praise of a faithful prayer-giving, prayerhearing, prayer-answering GOD, we must record that He has
never failed us in providing His measure to meet the necessarily
heavy expenses of these Clifton meetings-that is "good
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over."
And this, without any application being made to a single
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person to our knowledge, or with our consent. The balance was
devoted to the work, beloved of Mr. Walker's heart, as of out
own, of the UNITED BRISTOL MISSION.
'
In prospect of the CONFERENCE, preliminary Prayer Meetings
were held, to invoke the presence and power of the HOLY SPIRIT
on behalf of speakers and hearers. These meetings have been
largely attended, and proved occasions of rich blessing to the souls
of many. They have been singularly graced with the presence
and power of the MASTER; and when He gives the prepared heart,
it is that He may satisfy it out of His fulness. GOD has a prepared
people for all the blessings which He has prepared. And so we
had an earnest in these Prayer Meetings, of the things which we
asked. "He cannot deny Himself." The subjects chosen for
consideration at the CLIFTON CONFERENCE, we trust by the LORD
Himself, have been varied. Doctrine, precept, and prophecy have
occupied their respective places, topics capable of affording milk
for babes, and strong meat for them that were of full age (Heb. v.
12-14).
In conclusion, beloved readers, the Convener, looking back to
the first year of this ministry committed to his charge, finds himself
the only one left of the whole list of sixteen speakers who sounded
the silver trumpet of the Gospel from a full platform at the Victoria
Rooms. That is a very solemn thing. On the first day, October
5th, there spoke the REV. THOMAS CURME; the REV. JOHN
BENNETT; MR. SAMUEL HANSON; the REV. JAMES Fox; the
REV. W. L. ROLLESTON, our dear friend; one well known and
loved before we were in the ministry, now upwards of fifty years
ago, the REV. F. GRiEME LITTLECOT; dear Mr. G. D. JONES, the
barrister, and an earnest, devoted preacher of the Gospel. That
is the list of the first day. They are all gone, gone on, taken by
the LORD to their Heavenly Rest. The second day's list, October
6th, was as follows: the REV. W. FRITH; the RIGHT HON. the
EARL OF CAVAN, who loved the CONFERENCE; the REV. DR.
WILKINSON; the REV. H. BARNE, our affectionately revered
brother; sainted MR. JAMES WRIGHT; MR. BENJAMIN THOMAS;
MR. G. W. STRATON, father of Bishop Straton, late of Newcastle; the beloved DR. DOUDNEY, and our whole-hearted
friend, MR. J AMES INSKIP. Each .one of that· long list has passed
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away. They are all out of sight-these dear men. They and
countless others since then, both speakers and hearers, are now
a blessed company without spot, without a blemish. Year by
year we have missed familiar faces, that we would see no more
on~is side of the veil. Loved voices have been silenced; which
it was our joy to hear. Some have spoken at the CONFERENCE,
others have listened to the sweet'sounds of the Name and excellencies of JESUS from the very border-land. They have turned,
as it were, from us to cross the river, on the other side of which
stood JESUS Himself, the ALTOGETHER LOVELY, Who had bought
them and paid for them with, oh, such a price! One moment
here-the next in His Kingly Presence, in safety and eternal
peace.
Oh, what a gathering that will be when all the believing ones
of GOD'S Family-ehosen, and loved, and faithfully kept-will be
gathered into" one fold" under the" one SHEPHERD," Who gave
His life for the sheep.
" Yes, we part, but not for everJoyful hopes our bosoms swell;
They who love the SAVIOUR, never
Know a long, a last farewell.
Blissful unions
Lie beyond this parting vale."
"Remember them . . . who have spoken unto you the Word
of GOD: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation: JESUS CHRIST the same yesterday, and to day, and for
ever" (Heb. xiii. 7, 8).
CLIFTON, BRISTOL,

THE EDITOR.

December, 1915.
IT is most sweet and blessed to look down upon, as it"were into, some
of those depths of humiliation into which the Redeemer sank, and to see
that in the lowest depths of His soul's travail, when He was poured
out like water, and His heart, broken with grief and sorrow, was melted
within Him like wax, He was, in the midst of all, the glorious Son of
God, though then the suffering Son of man; and that He was the same
Jesus yesterday when hanging on the cross, as He is to day at the right
hand of His Father, and will be for ever in the realms of heavenly bliss.
-The late Rev. J. O. Philpot, M.A.
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PRESENT SUFFERINGS AJ.'ID FUTURE GLORY.
" For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy
to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us."ROMANS viii. 18.

this·verse an his lips," says Bishop Moule, "Calvin died in
extreme suffering, and unable to finish the quotation." How
touching! That great Reformer had been a great sufferer. He
had a weak con'stitution and suffered much in body all through
his laborious life. Moreover, he had to suffer much for Christ's
sake in the stormy times in which he lived, but he felt as he
approached the end of his journey that these sufferings were not
worthy to be compared with the glory which was in store for him.
The sufferings of which the Apostle speaks are those sufferings
which the Lord's children have to endure because of their union
with Christ. This is clear from the previous verse, whooe we read,
"If so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified
together." There are sufferings which come to men in general,
whether they are Christians or not. "Man is born unto trouble
as the sparks fly upward." Thousands are suffering through this
terrible war who are strangers to Christ and His grace, but there
are sufferings which are peculiarly the portion of believers. They
have to suffer for Christ's sake. They have to suffer because they
go forth unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach. Such
sufferings are their appointed portion. "Unto you it is given
in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also to
suffer for His sake" (Phil. i. 29). Our Lord has clearly indicated
to His followers that those who cast in their lot with Him will be
despised and rejected by the world. He says, "If any man will
come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and
follow Me. For whosoever w'ill save his life shall lose it: and
whosoever will lose his life for My sake shall find it" (Matt. 1>."vi.
24, 25). Hence it follows that " all that will live Godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution" (2 Tim. iii. 12). If we belong to
Christ, we must expect to suffer for His sake.
" WITH
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Let us now think of some of the, suUerings.of this present time which
God's people may have to ·endure.
.
1. ThelJ suUer because of sin· ~vitllin and around them.
They know that in them (that is, in their flesh) dwelleth no
good thing. Though regenerated by the Holy Ghost, the old
nature still remains in them, and is at enmity with God, and not
subject to His law. The flesh within them lusteth always
against the Spirit. The uprisings of sin in their hearts give
them pain and suffering. In addition to the suffering caused
by. indwelling sin, the believer is keenly sensitive to the sin
and error which abound· all around him. It· is painful to him
to see the multitude around in whose hearts there is no fear
of God, no reverence for His Word, and no reverence for His day.
His heart is continually saddened as he notes how the professing
Church is increasingly departing from the faith once delivered
to the saints. The increase in sensuous services, the undue
prominence of music in the services and the rarity of full
Gospel preaching, together with the worldliness which abounds
in the professing Church, all cause pain and suffering to the
instructed believer. Thus, as he realizes the sin within him, he
l)xclaims with sorrow, "Woe is me! for I am undone; because
I am a man of unclean lips," and as he realizes the sin around him,
he adds, "and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips"
(Isa. vi. 5).
2. They suUer because of the loss of worldly advantages.
Moses was a conspicuous example of suffering in this way.
Wealth, honour, greatness, were within his grasp, but he refused
them because they would mean sacrifice of principle. He" refused
to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to
suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures
of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the
recompence of the reward" (Heb. xi. 24-26). The Apostle Panl
is another example of suffering in this way. From a human point
of view a splendid career was opening out to him. But what
things were gain to him, those he counted loss for Christ. For
Christ's sake he suffered the loss of all things that he might gain
Christ and be found in Him, clothed with His righteousness' and
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flleansed in His blood. The Lord showed him how great things he
must suffer as a disciple, follower and" apostle of Christ, and he
shrank not from the ordeal. " None of these things move me"
was his courage()us exclamation. He knew that wherever he
went bonds and afHictions were awaiting him, but he was ready
not to be bound only, but also "to die for the Name of the Lord
Jesus. In like manner faithfulness to God in these days, and
loyalty to Christ and jealousy for His Truth are sure to involve
the believer in worldly loss, but "what is a man profited, if he
shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul"~" Ministers
of the Gospel are tempted for the sake of worldly position and
worldly emoluments to compromise their principles, but the
faithful servant of God will, by God's grace, turn with horror
from every ecclesiastical honour which would blunt the edge of
his testimony, and hinder him from earnestly contending for the
faith once for all delivered to the saints. To have the Master's
smile and to hear His gracious "Well done," will compensate for
all earthly loss.
3. They suffer because of the loss of friends.
One of the results of the regenerating and converting work of
the Holy Ghost is that the subject of Divine grace suffers from
the enmity of relatives and former friends. The converted son is
rejected by his father; the converted daughter by her mother,
and vice versa. "A man's foes shall be those of his own household."
But the Lord says, "He that loveth father or mother more than
Me, is not worthy of Me: and he that loveth son or danghter more
than Me, is not worthy of Me. And he that taketh not his cross,
and followeth after Me, is not worthy of Me" (Matt. x. 36-38).
Abel lost the love of his brother Cain, because his works were
righteous. Joseph was hated by his brethren because he was the
object of God's special love. If we are not of the world, but have
been Divinely chosen out of the world, we shall be the objects
of the world's hatred. But if we lose the friendship of the world, we
gain the friendship of the members of the living Church of God,
lJ,nd we enjoy the approval and smile of our gracious Lord and
Master.
4. They '{}lay suffer because of the loss of reputation.
J oseph lost his reputation for faithfulness for a time, and was
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cast into prison, because he refused to walk in the paths of sin.
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego lost their reputation for loyalty
to the king of Babylon because they refused to bow down and
worship the golden image which he had set up. Conscience and
loyalty to the only living and true God compelled them to say,
" Be it knoWn unto thee, 0 king, that we will not serve thy gods,
nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up" (Dan. iii.
18). It was painful to them to make this stand, and it meant
awful suffering of mind to contemplate the burning fiery furnace,
but by the grace of God they stood firm. The Lord Himself was
despised and rejected of men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief. He was misrepresented and maligned. He was charged
with being possessed with a devil, and illth being gluttonous and
a winebibber, a perverter of the nation and an instigator of rebellion, and He says concerning His people, "The servant is not
greater than his lord. If they have persecuted Me, they will also
persecute you" (John xv. 20). The more fnlly, therefore, we
identify ourselves with Christ, the more keen will be our sufferings
for His sake. But for our comfort it is written that these sufferings
"are not ,vorthy to be compared with the glory which shall be
revealed in us."
Let us now think of the glory which follows these sutJerings.
1. It is incomparable glory.
The glory in store for God's people is so great that the sufferings
of this present time are not worthy to be compared with it. We
are to regard them as comparatively light and of short duration
as compared with the weight of eternal glory which is to be our
everlasting portion. "Our light aflliction, which is but for a
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight
of glory" (2 Cor. iv. 17).
2. It is eternal glory.
The sUfferings are temporal, but the glory is eternal. The
Apostle says, "I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they
may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal
glory" (2 Tim. ii. 10). Eternal glory is thus the appointed,
predestined portion of God's elect and redeemed people. They
are vessels of mercy afore prepared unto glory, and the God of
all grace hath called them unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus.
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Our present sufferings seem heavy a'nd prolonged, but the glory
is unmixed with sorrow and never-ending in its dutation.
3. It is resurrection glory. The bodies of the saints are sown
in dishonour, but they will be raised in glory. "We look for the
Saviour Who shall change the body of our humiliation, that it
may be fashioned like unto the body of His glory, according to
the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto
Himself" (Phi!. iii. 20, 21).
4. It is glory with Christ.
It is glory with Him Who is our Beloved. When He comes we
shall" appear with Him in glory" (Co!. iii. 4). We shall share His
glory. We are called to "the obtaining of the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. ii. 14). He said to His Father, "The
glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them." And He purposes
that those whom the Father has given Him may be with Him where
He is, that they may behold His glory (John xvii_ 22, 24).
They shall be glorified together. He and His people are one.
This then, dear children of God, is your portion. Now, you may
often be in heaviness through manifold trials. The terrible sorrows
of this war sadden your hearts, but above all the woes and trials
of the present is the blessed hope of the appearing of the glory of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Be it ours to " rejoice in hope of the glory
of God."
Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

LET us in the midst of our sorrows sing, " The Lord reigneth; let
the earth be glad! The Lord comes! Clouds are upon us, but angels
ride upon those clouds, and the Lord Jesus upon those angels! "
Open your eyes, see the King, as He comes in glorious state.-Pet.er
Sterry (1647).

THE second Advent is a leading subject in Holy Scripture. It
should also be prominent in the preaching of all Christ's ministers;
else are they disobedient to Him, and unfaithful to His Church committed to their charge. Disobedient to Him,-for it is His express
command that they should "preach unto the people, and testify
that it is He Which was ordained of God to be the judge of quick and
dead" (Acts x. 42). Unfaithful to His Church,-for what subject
can there be more edifying, more invigorating, more consoling, than
., that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus ii. 13).-The late Bishop Waldegrave.J
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WELLSPRINGS.
" He sent redemption unto Ilis people: He lUlth commanded Ilis
Oovenant for ever: holy and reverend is His Name."-PSALM cxi. 9.

REDEMPTION is the centre theme of the Word of God. It is the glory
of the wliole Gospel. and it will constitute the keynote of the song in
the eternal ages to come. It is the "scarlet thread "-even the,
precious blood of Jesus and His accomplished work-which runs
through the whole Wo~d. It began-nay, it was in the counsel of
eternity, but speaking after the manner of men, it began in time at
the very gate of Eden, and it is the subject matter of song with the
redeemed hosts in the New Jerusalem, who know no sin and sing
eternal praises unto Him Who has redeemed them to God by His
blood.
, It was set forth, as I have said, as early as Eden, when "unto
Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and
clothed them." Sin thus brought forth death, but sacrifice, mercy,
and righteousness were blended. Man was driven forth; a flaming
sword kept the way of the tree of life, until a new and living way
should be, opened up, and access to the Father made through the
precious blood of His well-beloved Son.
It spoke in the death of righteous Abe!' It made all the difference
to Israel when the Lord said, " And I will put a division [margin, a
redemption] between My people and thy people"; and it wrought
deliverance to His people, when the Lord passed over their houses
upon which was the token of the blood. It was the true token which,
bound in the window of Rahab, saved her and her house when Jericho
fell. And it is redemption which saves, preserves, and presents every
child of God" faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding
joy." It is a perfect, full, sufficient, all-covering redemption. It not
only saves from, but it places in extreme safety. Thus saved, His
people are secure. Jesus placed them in His Father's hands and
declared none can pluck them thence. It is as Huntington said, " A
running redemption." We feel and prove the truth of this, and would
incite our souls to " Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His
benefits: Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; Who healeth all thy
diseases; Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; Who crowneth
thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies." There is the deliverance,
the redemption, from the root sin-iniq uity; from the stain and
defilement of sin-in its diseases; and from the dominion of sinin its destructive influences. It redeems from sin, death, and hell ~
it procures forgiveness and eternal life, and it preserves unto His
heavenly Kingdom.
Oh, what a lovely cheering word it is! "He sent redemption unto
Ilis people." It was the only way in which they cCluld be redeemed,
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bought back. God for ever loved His people in His Son. Yes, while
" He saw them ruined in the fall, He loved them notwithstanding all."
He devised the "means whereby His banished ones should not be
expelled fl'om Him." They could not return: none "can by any
means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him." They
lay polluted in their own blood, estranged from God, " dead in trespasses
and sins." Now, is not the word a precious reviving cordial 1 "He
sent redemption unto His people." This is the great work spoken of
in our Psalm. For notice, there are four references to the works of
God here, and but one to His work. The works of Oreation are indeed
great " works." They are to be admired and praised unceasingly by
the children of men. Yet there is one work which surpasses all, which
is His masterpiece. Says the Psalmist, "When I consider Thy
heavens, the work of Thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which Thou
hast ordained; what is man, that Thou art mindful of him 1 and
the son of man, that Thou visitest him 1 For Thou hast made him
a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and
honour." The works of the heavens, the works of His fingers; but
redemption the work of His arm! "And He saw that there was no
man, and wondered that there was no intercessor; therefore His arm
brought salvation unto Him; and His righteousness, it sustained Him."
And again, " And I looked, and there was none to help; and I wondered
that there was none to uphold: therefore Mine own arm brought
salvation unto Me; and:My fury, it upheld Me."
" He sent redemption unto His people." It is like all His doings-it
comes to where we are. It reaches our" low estate." It finds us in
the pit of corruption, cast out amongst the rubbish of the fall, and it
separates, gathers out, makes a Divine selection, brings back,
brings out of the kingdom of darkness and translates into the Kingdom
of God's dear Son. He is made known thus and Personally to every
one of His bought ones-as thy Redeemer.
Let us for a moment glance at the little Gospel word sent. We
have it from the lips of Joseph who was such a lively type of Jesus.
He says to his brethren (Gen. xlv. 7): "God sent me before you to
preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a
great deliverance." We read in 1 Chron. xxi. 15, how " God sent an
angel unto Jerusalem to destroy it: and as he was destroying, the
Lord beheld, and He repented HinI of the evil, and said to the angel
that destroyed, It is enough, stay now thine hand." Again, in Dan.
iii. 28, the heathen monarch is constrained to utter the great truth
as he sees the miraculous preservation of the three servants of God in
the fiery furnace: "Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-nego, Who hath sent His angel, and delivered His servants that
trusted in Him "; whilst in the same Book, we have the man of God,
Daniel, declaring to the glory of his God: "My God hath sent His
angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me."
And then in the New Testament we have many allusions to the Sent
One of J ehovah. "For God sent not His Son into the world to con-
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demn the world; but that the world through Him might be saved"
(John iii. 17); "And He shall send Jesus Christ, Which before was
preached unto you," "Unto you first, God, having raised up His
Son Jesus, sent Him to bless you" (Acts iii. 20, 26); "But when the
fulness of the time was come, God sent fort.h His Son" (Gal. iv. 4) ;
" In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God
sent His only begotten Son into the world, that, we might live through
Him" (1 John iv. 9). The very word betokens our helplessness, and
testifies to the almighty, complete, and perfect work of Jehovah Jesus
coming into the room of our impotence. It all speaks of a full, perfect,
sufficient salvation and deliverance. And why 1 The Messianic
Prophet tells us: "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me; because
the Lord hath anointed Me to preach good tidings unto the meek;
He hath sent Me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to
the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound"
(Isa.lxi. 1-3). The Sent One came unto His people, the class of people
described above; and though they endure" a great fight of afRictions,"
though they are called to pass " through much tribulation," though
their way is in the fire and through the waters of trouble and sorrow,
though they often encounter the enemy coming "in like a flood" or
"a troop" overcome them, though "against them earth and hell
combine," yet, as the immOltal Watts sang :"Thy saints in all this glorious war
Shall conquer, though they're slaiu;
They see the triumph from afar,
They shall with Jesus reign.
"'When that illustrious Day shall rise,
And all Thine armies shine
In robes of victory through the skies,
The glory shall be Thine."
A far greater war this, beloved reader, than t·he great European war
now raging, though the greatest of all wars ever known to the nations
upon earth! The saints wage war with still mightier forces, even
earth, hell, Satan and his legions, and their own evil hearts. But
they prove that though all these combine to seek their overthrow,
yet because on their side is heaven's Mighty One, Power Divine, the
Lord of Hosts, the God of battles, they shall be brought off the field
" more than conquerors through Him That loved" them.
Thus all down the ages His redemption has been accomplishing His
work. And He Who has redeemed, will redeem, and His redeemed
ones are preserved in Christ Jesus unto the day of their complete and
eternal redemption. And this Sent One is the Coming One.
"This same Jesus" -Who of God was made unto His people
redemption-is coming to fetch His ransomed ones Home to Himself.
" The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be
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caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the
air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one
another with these words." And until that glorious hour-long
expected, but now so near-His people wait and look up. They
hear Him say, " Fear not; for I have redeemed thee. . . . thou art
Mine." They read the promise: "They shall be lI'[ine, saith the
Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up My jewels; and I will
spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him." They
rejoice in the daily fulfilment and realization of the golden promise,
" Kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation." They
know they are thereby preserved unto His heavenly Kingdom, and
their glorious inheritance is reserved for them. They have the
evidence within that they are" sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,"
and these pilgrims-·once held in Satan's chains, but emancipated" shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon
their heads: they shall obt.ain joy and gladness, and sorrow and
sighing shall flee away."
Child of the Mighty One, if, like the patriarch of old, thou art stripped
of every comfort, everything that is near and dear, if relatives and
friends be gone, if ri~hes have taken to themselves wings and fled
away, and thou art brought to poverty, straits, lowliness, sorrow,
thou wilt still have One left thee, in ,",,'hom are wrapped up " all things"
which are enduring, imperishable, eternal, and thou wilt be enabled to
say, " For I 1'Ilow that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand
at the latter day upon the earth: and though after my skin worms
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God." He is thy Brother,
thy near Kinsman, thy great Redeemer, and thy Jesus, with Whom
thou art " joint.heir," so that since Christ is in heaven thou wilt be
there. And because He is there, thou wilt share His glory, be partner
<if His throne, and sing unendingly, untiringly unto Him " That loved
us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood."
R.
HE shall be revealed in His glory, and ye shall even overflow with
joy in the partaking of that glory. Therefore, rejoice now in the
midst of all your sufferings. Stand upon the advanced ground of
the promises and the Covenant of grace, and by faith look beyond
this moment, and all that is in it, to that day wherein everlasting
joy shall be upon your heads, and sorrow and mourning shall flee
away. Oh! that blessed hope, well fixed and exercised, would give
other manner of spirits. What zeal for God would it not inspire!
What invincible courage against all encounters! How soon will this
pageant of the world vanish, and give place to the real glory of the
sons of God, when the blessed Son, Who is God, shall be seen appearing
in full majesty, and all His brethren in glory 'with Him, all clothed
in their robes! "These are they which came out of great tribulation,
and have washed their robes, and made them white. in the blood of
the Lamb" (Rev. vii. 14).-Archbishop Leighton.
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THE FRONTISPIECE.

THE LORD'S TABLE AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH,
BRISTOL.
Readers will observe that the position and direction of the TABLE
as it stands in St. Mary·le-Port Church, Bristol, are tablewise, not
,altarwise, or in other words the ends of the TABLE stand East and West,
and its sides North and South. Our beloved' predecessor, the Rev.
Samuel Abraham Walker, so placed it, and our conviction was, and
is, that our brother's view was justified alike by the official documents
<If our Reformed Church and by concurrent history. With the TABLE
thus placed, when the officiating minister proceeds to take the Communion Service, he occupies literally the position assigned him by the
Rubric set down next before that Service, namely, "standing at the
North side of the TABLE." He has a side nel>:t him on the North, not
,an end of the TABLE. He also thus satisfies the Rubric which precedes
the Pmyer of Consecration, namely, that he shall stand " before the
TABLE." He literally stands before the TABLE, for he stands before
one of its broad sides. Thus standing, too, he is able" with the more
readiness and decency to break the Bread before the people."
, The fundamental truth underlying the Divine ordinance of the
Memorial Supper of our Lord is that it is a spiritual repast, and not
the presentation of a propitiatory sacrifice. It is a communion-a
communion by faith with their bodily.absent Lord on the part of His
disciples assembled at the TABLE, and also a loving fellowship with
<lne another as heirs together of the grace of that Life which was once
for all secured to them by the vicarious sacrifice of the true Lamb of
God. "There remaineth no more sacrifice for sin "-hence, no victim
for the redemption of souls being any longer needed by the justice of
God, no " altar" exists in the New Testament economy whereon any
propitiatory sacrifice can be offered. No altar had a place in the
Upper Room at Jerusalem. That Upper Room, when our adorable
Lord deigned to institute and explain the exquisite simplicity of the
memorial meal, furnishes to every spiritual mind the Divine intention
or design underlying the Last Supper. The table, bearing the remainder
bread and wine of the finished Paschal feast-presided over by Him
Who, not as a priest but as a minister, was amongst His little band
of disciples, pictures forth in features perfectly primitive and free from
mystery the manner of worship, and the nature of the doctrines underlying that worship, which accord with the Divine will and are acceptable
to the living God.
{)UR
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A leading feature in the Lord's Supper, as Jesus ordained it, was
its social character. For a social meal an altar is obviously, not needed.
For a sacrifice it is essential. But, in the days of the Apostles, and,
subsequently, in the earliest age of the Christian Church, no idea of a
propitiatory sacrifice in the Lord's Supper was thought of, and "The
LORD'sTABLE" (1 Cor. x. 21) was alike the term and the thing which
th~ Holy Ghost authorized.
'

,Sermons anb jl.otes of Snmoull.
AN ADVENT SERMON.
By

~'HE

EDITOR.

" He shall come to be glorified in His saints."-2 THESSALONIANS i. 10.

To my soul the season of Advent has ever been one of spiritual refreshing. , It has been my custom also, for many years, very specially to
direct the attention of those to whom I have ministered, to the Scripture
evidence in favour of the Pa.,onal Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Glorious truth! Blessed hope!
It is the deep conviction of my healt, a conviction both begotten
and'matured by the teaching of God's Word, that the Second Appearing
of Jesus will be the fulfilment of all that remains to complete the
everlasting purposes of Jehovah, concerning alike the destiny of the
Heavenly Kingdom, the kingdom of darkness, the kingdoms of this
world, and the Kingdom of God's Christ. "Then cometh the end"
-'when" all things shall be subdued" unto the reigning Mediator,
whether they be things in heaven, in earth, or in hell-and the
mediatorial kingdom of conquest shall merge into that mystery of
Divine sovereignty-" God shall be ALL in all" (1 Cor. xv. 28).
The great importance of this rich and gracious truth has come, within
the last century, to be more generally acknowledged by the Church of
God than formerly. It must be added, however, that some persons,
possessing more of a speculative than of a teachable child-like mind,
have indulged in Advent theories alike unwalTanted and unprofitable,
by which means the 'fruth has suffered wrong, and tender consciences
have been grieved. The only safe, the only spiritual, ground that
can be occupied by the New Testament believer is to be certainly
looking every day for his Lord and Master-not to be deferring it till
some more or less vague scheme of events is accomplished. Confident
we may be of this, for the prophetic Word has forewarned us, that, at
,an hour when the world thinketh not, the Son of Man will come. But
the faithful, watchful servant, who is " a child of light," will not be
oVeltaken by that day as by a thief. Enough for him that his Lord
and Master has promised to come, and to come in triumph-to come,
46
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in His own glory and the Father's-to come in flaming fire to take
vengeance on the disobedient-and to receive, in the persons of His
redeemed people, the travail of His righteous soul.
Let my hearers note well, then, that, as our text affirms :1. Christ shall surely come to our earth again. "He shall come."
The Scriptures teem with this delightful subject, in endless forms.
Prophets inspired the Old Testament saints with this joyful expectation
-like Daniel in his vision: "The Ancient of Days came, and judgment
was given to the saints of the Most High" (Dan. vii. 22); or, to go
back to Enoch, the seventh from Adam: "Behold, the Lord cometh
with ten thOllsillids of His saints" (Jude 14). The inspired Psalmist
sang the same refreshing theme; and, in the humiliation of the
Promised Seed was seen the pledge of His exaltation-" He That
goeth forth and weepeth, beating precious seed, shall doubtless come
again with rejoicing, bringing His sheaves with Him" (Psalm cxxvi. 6).
Apostles and Evangelists also herald their Divine King's approaching
return, without one wavering note; while angels are heard by the
waiting early Church on Mount Olivet proclaiming the heaven-sent
nlessage-" This same Jesus, Which is taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven "namely, visibly, sensibly, Personally, locally.
Unto them that look
for Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation."
2. Mark, further, when the Son of God returns to earth, the text
declares He shall" be glorified." It is due to the patient Sufferer, to
the obedient Servant, to the righteous Son, that He should be vindicated
openly from the false and wicked charges which were brought against
Him when on earth. Let it not be forgotten that, when Christ Jesus
was accused by a Satan-led world, He opened not His mouth. He
bore it all meekly, while hell, leagued with fallen man, did it,; worst.
It is His right, therefore, again to stand before devils and men as
justified by His Father, as One Who ha,; been cruelly wronged, andstill more-as the Divihely chosel1 "Head of all principality and
power." And, further than this, He chooses, in grace, to use man
as the medium of expreBSing His glorious exaltation.
Our text adds :3. He shall be glorified "in His saints." The chief of sinnerslike Saw of Tarsus, and Mary, out of whom He cast seven demonsshall, in that day, show forth His worthy praise. Satan's power over
both the world and the Church shall be trampled under the feet that
once were" pierced." The band that was nailed to the cross by the
infernal hate of man, shall, in the hour of manifested Advent glory,
break in pieces, like a potter's vessel, whatsoever shall have opposed
His Will , His Truth, and .His People. Then shall the elect, " the poor
of the flock "-the torn, hunted, persecuted, tempted followers of the
Lord Jesus-be gathered at the Chief Shepherd's right hand, clothed
in the garments of a blood-bought salvation, and made" meet for the
inheritance of the saints in light," magnifying the free and sovereign
grace that found them in their lost estate, that called them, guilty, to
,j
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the footstool of His mercy, and that spoke' eternal pardon and peace
to their souls.
Oh! my hearers, what a day of joy will that be to the despised
Lord Jesus, when every knee shall bow to Him, and every tongue
which now blasphemes and reviles Him shall confess that He is " Lord"
to the glory of the Eternal Father!
What a day, too, for the saints, when the brightness of the Godhead
shall dazzlingly shine forth through the goodly stones of that spiritual
t-emple, everyone of which shall be a grace-saved soul-and the
ransomed Church of God, indwelt of the Lamb, shall stand forth the
admired object of angels, principalities, and powers! Then shall the
perfected salvation-work of Jehovah the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost, call forth the endless praises of the angelic multitudethe Marriage Supper of the Lamb will have come-for the Covenant
counsels of eternity"will then have their consummation and realization!
Beloved hearers, who of you are" called, and chosen, and faithful" 1
Who amongst you are waiting for the Lord Jesus from heaven 1
Remember, "Blessed are those servants whom the Lord, when He
cometh, shall find watching." "Take ye heed, watch and pray: for
ye know not when the time is. For the Son of man is as a man taking
It far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his servants,
and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch.
Watch ye therefore; for ye know not when the Master of the house
cometh, at even, or at midnIght, or at the cockcrowing, or in the
morning: lest coming suddenly He find you sleeping. And what I
say unto you, I say unto all, WATCH" (Mark xiii. 33-37).
WATCHMAN, WHAT OF THE NIGHT 1
AN ADDRESS TO THE CHURCH OF CHRIST ON THE OPENING OF TB:E'
YEAR 1825.
By THE LATE REV. ROBERT HAWKER, D.D., FORMERLY VICAR OF
CHARLES, PLYMOUTH.
(Cmui""ed from page 671.)
" Watchman, what of the night? "-ISAIAH xxi.

n.

lF we pass on from hence to the more open transactions in life, and
especially as connected with the great principles of religion, the question meets us in more awakened language, " Watchman, what of the
night 1" And if the answer were to be given by the mere professor
of Christianity, who is ignorant in himself of any change of heart by
regeneration, and consequently ignorant of the necessity of it in others,
for the possession of vital Godliness, like the watchman of the city, for
the preservation of the mere police from outward violation, such would
be hiB statement of inward purity, All is well! Yea, he would eularge'
upou the flourishing state of religion among us; he would point to the
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many new churches that have been lately built, and are building; he
would speak of the universal philanthropy by which the world is now
influenced, instead of that narrow and contracted system of faith by
which our fathers were known; he would dwell with delight in the
enumeration of the many societies which are formed, where men of the
most opposite tenets in theology now meet and amalgamate, having
made a sacrifice of all party spirit to the liberal principle of converting
the world, and being determined that the doctrine of election shall be
for ever buried in the common grave of superstition, and universal
l'edemption be carried throughout the whole habitable carth.
And it is worthy of the closest attention of the Lord's people, while
it is yet more immediately meriting their thanksgiving to God, how
every feature which designates the portraits of those persons hath a
correspondent testimony in the Word of God. Paul, in several of his
Epistles, marks their more prominent characters; Peter follows in the
same delineation; but John and J ude, who both lived to see them
spring up before their ministry ended, have given a large statement of
them in the close of their inspired writings; 1 John, and J ude throughout. And as the highest and most unanswerable proof to what age of
the .Church those sent servants of the Lord referred, and the very persons to whom their predictions pointed, it is remarkable, that they have
dwelt more fully on those gt'eat and distinguishing doctrines of our
most holy faith which those men despise, namely, the Godhead of our
most glorious Ch.rist, and the Person and ministry of God the Holy
Ghost. And yet more, as if that not a single shade of their character
should be wanting, the Apostlc J ude in particular describes them as
great sticklers for morality, and the precepts of the Gospel, while making light of Him and His finished salvation, by Whom alone the Church
is saved: "Their mouth," saith Jude, "speaketh great swelling words,
having men's persons in admiration because of advantage." And he
sums up at once their description, in declaring them sensual; having
not the Spiri t! This last mark is a decisive mark for the clear discrimination of character, which, while .it acts like fire, to prove the raith
once delivered unto the saints, as the pure gold in the furnace, it
becomes such an ordeal as no tinsel of the unregenerate can bear. Hence
all professors, of what denomination soever among men, who enter not
by this door into Christ's sheepfold, but climb up some other way,
shrink from the doctrine of our total apostasy by the fall, and aim to
set up a righteousness of their own before God; they substitute the
form of external holiness for the inward regeneration of the heart by.
the Holy Ghost, and as the Lord Himself described the Pharisees in.His
day, and they are the same in ours, " they make clean the outside of
the cup and of the platter, but within are full of extortion and excess."
And the same Divine authority assigns the cause: "All their works
they do for to be seen of men" (Matt. xxiii. throughout). Hence the
pompous statements of almsgiving and almsgathering for the supposed
calling of the Jews, and the conversion of the heathen (Matt.· x. 9.)
Hence the apparent zeal of more love to mankind than God Himself, in
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attempting to save whom God hath not saved, and even 'the people
against whom the Lord hath said, He hath " indignation for ever"
(Mal. i. 1-4). And hence, also, by an anomaly peculiarly descriptive
of the present day, not a few go forth'and compass sea and land to make
one proselyte, of whom, without a breach of Christian charity, it is to
be feared, they are not in the true regeneration of the heart, proselyted
themselves.
But if the statement from the mere professor void of vital Godliness
\'l'Ould be to this amount in answer to the question, " Watchman, what
of the night 1 " what would be the information given by those whom
the Lord Himself had stationed as watchmen on the walls of Zion (Isa.
lxii. 6). Happily for all such who desire to be found faithful, the Lord
had already furnished them with words of His own, so that they can
not err. "'Vhat," saith the Prophet, " shall one then answer the messengers of the nation 1 That the Lord hath founded Zion; and the
poor of His people shall trust in it " (Isa. xiv. 32). Here, then, is the
never-failing security which the Lord hath made for every situation of
His Church and people, during the whole time-state of their continuance
on earth, and under the most desolate circumstances that any redeemed
and regenerated child of God can be placed in. First, that "the Lord
hath founded Zion." Here is an everlasting assurance, against which
" the gates of hell can never prevail." And secondly, " the poor of His
people shall trust in it " : so that the Lord undertakes both.for Himself
and His people. As the Lord said by Jeremiah ages since, "I will
make an everla~ting Covenant with them, that I will not turn ,away
from them to do them good, but I will put My fear in their hearts" that
they shall not depart from Me " (Jer. xxxii. 40). I beg the Church of
our most glorious Christ not to lose sight of this almighty promise, in
which J ehovah saith, " I will not"; and the same Almighty Promiser,
saith, " They shall not"; while I now, in p~esenting my new year's
love-token to the Lord's people, proceed to answer, and upon Scripture
ground, what appears the truest that can be made to the question,
" Watchman, what of the night 1 "
(To be continued.)

FAITH IN GOD.
" I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord."
PSALM cxviii. 17.

How many poor sinners upon whom it hath pleased God to show
mercy have said this. Jacob, whose life was threatened, might well
have said it.; for instead of being slain by his enraged brother Esau,
he was delivered by God out of his hand, and lived for many years,
in which he saw and declared the wondrous works of God towards
bimself and his family. "With my staff I passed over this Jordan,
and now I am become two bands." He declared the works of the
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Lord when he said at Mahanaim, "This is God's host," and found
that-.. Angels elect ",re sent down
To Ilnard the elect of mankind."
Blessed man! he had in a dream the Lord's approbation of his ways
in all his labours (Psa. xxxvii. 23), and that it was no vain tillng to refer
the event of wages to Jehovah's interposition. Many readers of the
narrative stumble here, but not so did Mr. Huntington, when he called
Jacob's share, "the spotted inheritance of faith." "1 had not thought
to see thy face," he said to J oseph, " but, lo! God hath shewed me thy
seed also."
And Joseph might as well say the same, who was by the watchful
eye and mighty interposition of his Covenant God, delivered from the
hands of ills envious brethren and their intention to kill him, to live in
the land of Egypt and there for many years to declare the works of
the Lord; which also he did by word of mouth when he said to the
same brethren (gathered together for the occasion): " Behold, your
eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth
that speaketh unto you" (Gen. xlv. 12). What a witness and testimony did these two servants of J ehovah give in their d!,y and generation.
.
Indeed, you will find this to be a great principle in God's dealings
with those on whom He hath·mercy in all His time leadings of tb-em.
Their natural lives are endangered by many things, such as sickness,
as with Hezekiah; the laws of tyrannical kings, as Moses in his
infancy, the three men by the decree of Nebuchadnezzar, paniel by
the king's decree, Mordecai through the malice of Haman, and David
by Saul; yet in all these we can see t)le unseen hand of the Omniscient,
and the omnipotent hand of Him Who is the God of the whole earth,
stretched forth to save and deliver them, even those whom lIe bath
decreed or ordained to declare His own works.
But pre-eminently in the Man of His right hand, the Man Christ.
Jesus, His own beloved and eternally begotten Son, do we find the
truth of this Scripture. Does Hell, .and does Herod hunt" the illnd
of the morning" in the days of His infancy ~ Then," I shall not die,
but live, and declare the works of the Lord,"-that it was His work
to do that very thing in willch His safety lay, for" out of Egypt havc
I called My SOD," " I gave Egypt for Thy ransom," so that He might
not die by the sword of Herod, but live and declare the works of the
Lord. And in His public ministry He began to declare these, and
went on declaring them from the day of His first sermon in the synagogue of Nazareth until they sought to slay Him but feared thc
people. And what ~ Why," the stone which the builders refused
is become the head stone of the corner. Tills is the Lord's doing; it
is marvellous in our eyes" (Psa. cxviii. 22, 23); confirmed by His
servant Peter (Acts iv. ll). He had been declaring the works of':the
Lord-" The. works that I do in My Father's Name, they bear witness
of Me "; " The works willch the Father hath given Me to finish, the
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same works that I do, bear witness of Me, that the Father hath sent
Me." Jesus in the days of His flesh hegan those great controversies
recorded in Johu's Gospel (chapters v. to x.) by declaring the works of
the Lord (" for the Father is Lord, the Son Lord, and the Holy Ghost
Lord, and yet there are not three Lords but one Lord") with the
words, "My Father worketh hitherto, and I work" (John v. 17); and
as He hegan, so He went on to-" Many good works' have I shewed you
from My Father; for which of those works do ye stone Me 1 " (John
x. 32.) And when He raised Lazarus from the dead, these abjects
gathered themselves together, and were obliged to own themselves
heaten. "What do we 1" said they, "for this Man doeth many
miracles" (John xi. 47).
But this is found to bel. The language of faith in the souls of God's living family;
2. The language of faith in the hearts of His ministers.
1. This is the language of faith. But are there not other voices
heard 1 Ah, yes, there are, and voices loud, frequent, and of long
continuance; such as, "I shall now perish one day by the hand of
Saul." "Saul lay hard upon him, so tbat David had in consequence
to follow hard after God," as the late Mr. Baxter once remarked. "The
enemy hath persecuted my soul," said David, " he hath smitten my
life down to the ground; he hath made me to dwell in darkness, as
those that have been long dead. Therefore is my spirit overwhelmed
within me; my heart withiii me is desolate." "Have mercy upon
me, 0 Lord; for I am weak: 0 Lord, heal me; for my bones are
vexed. My soul is also sore vexed: but Thou,'O Lord, how long 1
Return, 0 Lord, deliver lIlY soul: oh save me for Thy mercies' sake.
For in death there is no remembrance of Thee: in the gravjl who shall
give Thee thanJrs 1" Again is this voice heard: "Have mercy upon
me, 0 Lord; consider my trouble which I suffer of them that hate me,
Thou That liltest me up Irmll the gates 01 death." Now these voices are
the voices of lit>ing souls afraid' of God's judgments, afraid lest if God
he silent unto them in a way of merciful chastisement they become
like unto them that go down into the pit; afraid lest their spot is )lot
the spot of His children whom He loves and whom He chastens
to distinguish them from a gainsaying and a perishing world. SIJ.Ys
Dr. Watts:.. Dear Lord, and shall we ever live .
At this poor dying rate:
Our love so faint, so cold to Thee,
And Thine to us so great?"
"In this body," says Paul, .. we groau, being burdened"; but it
is better to do so than to be found among the giddy multitude to whom
Christ says, " Woe unto you that laugh now, for ye shall mourn and
weep." Well, in the midst of all these voices that are heard within a
living soul, threatening death and eternal destruction, there is heard
another voice, and that is the voice of faith in the Lord J e.sus Christ,
the Way, the Truth, the Life; and that voice opposes and prevails
against the voice of fear and unbelief.
.
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From whence' this' fear and unbelief?
Hast Thou, 0 Father, put to grief
Thy spotless, Son for me?
And, shall the righteous ,Judge of men
Condemn me for that debt of sin
Which, Lord, was charged ou Thee? "-Topla.d!!.

And s9 faith speaks out, and says, "I shall not die, but live, and
declare the works of the Lord,"
I
How many of those" all things" delivered by the 'Father unto the
Son as Mediator appear to hang upon this very word, Those 'blessed
men of faith-Grindal, Foxe, and others-in Bloody Mary's I'eign,
who to escape her persecuting sword fled for their lives to Strasburg
and other places which were safe for Protestants, obeying Christ by so
doing, did not die, but live, and in a remarkable way lived to declare
the works of the Lord, In the case of J olm Foxe this word was Julfilled in a wonderful twofold manner: first, when nearly starved to
death in St. Paul's Churchyard, by having some money given him by
a gentleman quite unknown to him, and whom he never discovered;
and again, by the providence that removed him from the death-dealing
stroke of the bloodthirsty Queen,
2. This word is also 'found to be the langu"ge of faith in the souls of
God's ministers. There are times when they are laid on, beds of
affliction, and to the eye of sense appear as if they would never rise
from them. The Lord by affliction chastens them sore, but does not
give them over to death. Paul speaks of one such, Epaphroditus, his
brother and companion in labour, and fellow-soldier, as we have it in
PhiI. ii. 25-27: "For he longed aftel' you all," says Paul, " and was
full of heaviness, 'because that ye had heard that he had been sick.
For indeed he was sick nigh unto death; but God had mercy on him;
and not 'on' him only, but on me also, lest I should have S01'1'OW upon
sorrow."

But 'there is a deeper, closer 'view of the w,ord, as it has
Tespect to those whom the prophet denominates the ministers of our
God. These are at tinies brought into solemn considerations and
Teflections with regard to their ministry, whether there be not in it
much death,that is, the absence of that life which is found in a living'
ministry, and so it be a means of ministering death and bondage' to
the souls of God's living family. Tl;lis to them is a matter of much
trouble and anxiety as before God. It may be 'Owing to their own
personal sloth, indifference, carnality, and prayerlessness; and if that
be so, it raises many fears and concerns as to whether they are given
oveT to death in this sense. And if it should really be so for a time, oh,
how much do they need the mercy of God to deliver them from it, by
laying their needy case upon the hearts of His people, to pray for them.
'l'hey dread that awful state of those in Jeremiah who come and stand
before God in His house, and say, " We are delivered to ,do all those
aborrlinations" (Jer. vii. 10).' "Oh!" they sigh to God, " suffer 'me
not thus to blaspheme Thy holy sovereignty." They know that the:
,.
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q,est llllllistry on earth, even that of Paul himself, finds and leaves
under it those to whom it is a savour of death unto death. Oh, solemn
words! That is one of the secret things that belong unto God,
gnd so must remain with Him. But oh, even if death should work in
them and life in the souls 01 His dear people, they will be content, and
bless His holy Name for it,-that in the midst of their ministeri,.l
labours, and in this view of them, they have not been given over unto
<feath, but still live to declare the ,,'orks of the Lord.
'

G A.

Birkenhm'l.
"EVEN THINE OWN SELF."

ST. PAUL'S Epistle to Philemon is very full of tender pleading for one

who had offended but was now" a brother beloved, specially to me."
Does not this speak to thy heart, dear reader, of One, even Christ;
pleading for one who" was lost" but "beloved," specially to Me " ?
Ycs, specially to Him, for He not only pleaded but died for thee and
satisfied offended justice. St. Paul writes in his earnest appeal: "For
Jove's sake I rather beseech thee," and reminds his" dearly beloved,
.and fellowlabourer " Philemon that he is "Paul the aged." We feel
the words of the aged are doubly valuable from their long experience,
~nd tlreir requests are doubly sacred. Thus St. Paul urges his plea
with the reminder of his age, also of his oppressed condition-" And
now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ." How he revelled in the title ot
"prisoner. Not only does it occur in the first verse of this Epistle, but
.again towards the close when he forwards the salutation of his" fellowprisoner' in Christ Jesus," Epaphras. Incidentally he refers to his
bonds twic'e in this short Epistle. He seems to have written it also on
behalf of Timothy. "Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy
{}ur brother, unto Philemon." "Timothy, my own son in the faith."
.. Timothy, 11iy dearly beloved son." ... Timotheus, who is my
beloved son and faithful in the Lord." St. Paul had a very tender
()()rner in his heart for Timothy, who was bound to him closely in
Christ, in the dearest and everlasting bond of spiritual father and son.
lt is very sweet to read these personal allusions in St. Paul's Epistles:
Thus he writes for himself and Timothy to Philemon, who had evidently
suffered from the wrongdoings of Onesimus 'his servant, who" in time
past was unprofitable, but 'now profitable to thee and to me." He
describes him as " my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my
bonds." Most affectionately does he write of him-" whom I would
have retained with me, that in thy stead he might have ministered
unto me in the bonds of the Gospel." "But," he added, "without
thy mind would I do nothing." How courteous St. Paul always was.
This courtesy sllines in his addresses to Agrippa, to Festus, to the
chief captain of the castle at Jerusalem, and indeed to all with whom
he was brought in contact. Thus also to Philemon when he
,vas pleading, for Onesimus, He ,continued: "Perhaps he therefore
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departed for a season, that thou shouldest receive him for ever; not
now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved, specially to
me." Then a little later: "If thou count me therefore a partner,
receive him as myself." Does not this, dear reader, call to mind the
pleading of the Lord Jesus Christ with His Father for His own dear
people, .and amongst them thee. "0 Father, glorify Thou Me with
Thine own Self with the glory which I had with Thee before the world
was." "I am glorified in them." "As myself." "Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye have done
it unto Me." "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me 1 "
And St. Paul goes on to plead: "If he hath wronged thee, or oweth
thee ought, put that on mine account; I Paul have written it with
mine own hand, I will repay it." Ah! dear child of God, I know thou
canst read between the lines here and see thy Lord Jesus. He hath
put thy sins and thy debts to His account-" Who His own Self bare
our sins in His own body on the tree"; "With His stripes we ate
healed." He was " made sin for us," that we might be " made the
righteousness of God in Him." Put that on Mine account. See the
wondrous substitution, the debt paid, the sin put away. "·1 Paul
have written it with mine own hand, I will repay it," but Jesus
wrote it with His own blood, which was shed for thee. Have.we not
been impressed with the solemnity and earnestness of the covenants
of which we read sometimes, when signed with the blood of the'writer 1
We have read of it recently in the signing of the Ulster Covenl'nt, and
the pathos of it has touched us. In a far deeper degree did J esUll seal
His Covenant with His blood, and intensify His " I will repay it."
Oh! the wondrous, unfathomable love that descended to the lowest
depths that His dearly loved ones should ascend to the loftiest heights
with Him-ever with Him. How tenderly that" With Me," " In Me;"
reverberates in His prayers and in His assurances. Bound lip ib the
bundle of life with Him and in Him! "What a happy lot is thine,"
dear" pilgrim of earth, who art journeying to heaven."
Then St. Paul urges still further: "I do not say to thee how thou
owest unto me even thine own self besides." He beseeches Philemon
to let him have joy of him in the Lord and to refresh him in the Lord;
adding the loving assurance: "Knowing that thou wilt also ·do more
than I say." How winning! How zealous! How full of tender
loving pleading! How few can resist the plea of confidence in
generosity. "I know that thou wilt also do more than I say."
This brings me to the subject-" Even thine own self." We, too,
owe Him our own selves. Not yours, but you; not your gifts,' but
yourself My beloved sister used to say to me when I went from home
and spoke of bringing her some little gift, " I only want you." And'in
effect our Elder Brother says it to us-" Even thine own self." "Thoq
owest unto Me even thine own self besides." Yes, He created, lov~;
redeemed. Has He not a full sovereign right of possession 1 . He
bought us with the price of His own blQod: we are assuredly Ilis by
purchase. He dearly loved, He dearly bought, He will safely' keep.'
•

•
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He Himself provideth not only the cost but the clothing, and the adorning also.
"From the riches of His glory
Brought His costliest raiment forth,
Brought the ring that sealed His pnrpose,
Shoes to tread His golden courts;
Put them on me-robes of glory,
Spotless as the heavens above;
Not to meet my thoughts of fitness,
But Hi. wondrous thoughts of love."
Oh! count it all joy that for thee, for thee He careth.
" My
joy fulfilled in themselves." "Thou gavest them Me." .. I am glorified in them." How He loved! How He desired them! And in the
bright glory of the New Jerusalem God Himself shall be with them,
and He shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.
.. Even thine own' self." We are so prone to think of this and that
service, of running hither and thither; but He gently says, .. Thou
owest unto Me even thine own self besi.des." "My sari, give Me thine
heart." .. Thine own self." How much is comprehended in thatbody, soul, and spirit. Dear reader, consecrate entirely to Him by
the power of the Holy Spirit even thine own self. Thou owest it to
Him.
"Lord, behold our hearts, our souls, and bodies,
Thine, and onrs no more.

We, 0 God, 'rhine only,
Nevermore our own.
'l'bine the praise and honour,

Thine and Thine alone."
Not long wilt thou be in the land of sowing, the land of planting,
the land of walking by faith and not by sight. The Beloved is coming
-coming very soon. Already He is calling to thee, so to speak, by
His wondrous dealings in these strange and sorrowful days, that He
is nigh, even at the door.
"The crimson day has lit the hills,
The day desired so long,
From peak to peak there spreads the jasper glow,
The morning star grows dim;
How passing strange the joy that now we knowSo soon to look on Him 1"
And thou, .. even thine own self," dear child of God, shalt meet Him
in the air, and seeing Him rejoice with rapture-rapture that this poor
earth has never known. There in the land of reaping, the land of
blooms which never fade, the land in which faith is crowned with
sight, thy gladness and His gladness will never wane. He is coming
very soon for" His loved and His own." We are looking for Himlonging for Him-listening for Him. And not only ,,'e but" All Heaven awaits the shining marriage train,
The Bridegroom and t!)e Bride."
NETTlE.
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JESUS: LIVING-COMING-GRACIOUS.

" I J e8US have sent Mine angel to testify unto you these things in the
Churche8. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the Bright
and Morning Star. And the Spirit and the Bride say, Come. And
let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come.
And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely."-REVELATION xxii. 16, 17.

THE last sixteen verses of this chapter (vv. 6-21) form what we may
call the epilogue to the Book of the Revelation,-something added at
the end to sum up and enforce the practical application of the prophecies to the believing people of God. "Behold, I come quickly: ble8sed
is,he that kecpeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book" (verse 7).
The Book begins in like manner with a proJogue,-consisting
properly, perhaps, of the first three verses, which also contain words
. of a practical nature, indicating the origin and purpose of the Book, anel
its importance to the redeemed of all ages. "Ble8sed is he that readeth,
and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things u:hich
are teritten therein: for the time is at hand" (chapter i. 3).
In the eternal counsels, two things were specially given by the
Father unto the Son of His love: (1) Possession of Divine life; (2)
Authority to execute judgment. "As the Father hath life in Himself ;
so hath He given to the Son to have life in Himself; and hath given
Him authol~ty to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of
man" (John v. 26, 27). It was the privilege of the Apostle John to
bear witness to these two things in a very particular manner: in a
sense they may be said to form the subject matter of the greater part
of his writings. His testimony concerning ·the first is an essential
feature of both his Gospel and his first Epistle: "In Him was life;
and the life was the light of men" (John i. 4). "God hath given.to
us eternal life, and this life is in His Son" (1 John v. 11). In this
Book of the Revelation he bears witness chiefly to judgment, and the
nature ot this witness is thus described in the prologue: he" bare
record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and
of all things that he saw" (chapter i. 2). It ,vas" for the word of
God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ" that John was at that
moment a prisoner in the isle of Patmos (verse 9); and the first instruction conveyed to him by the" great voice" which he heard in these
visions was, " What thou see8t, write in a book" (verse 11). Hence
the nature of the testimony which he is able to give: "I John saw
these things and heard them" (chapter xxii. 8).
And here, in passing, is an intensely practical thought for all who
minister in the Lord's work, in whatever capacity it may be. That
which we have seen and heard is what we have to ,vitness to: not what
we may have learned from books, or acquired at school or college;
but that which experimentally we have heard and seen of the grace
and love of God through the Scriptures of Truth. Thus, when the Lord
appointed Paul as missionary to the Gentiles, His word through
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A-nanias was, " Thou shalt be His witness unto all men of what thou
hast seen and heard" (Acts xxii. 15).
True faith is the vision of the soul that fixes its gaze upon Him Who
was" delivered for our offences and raised again for our justification"
(Rom. iv. 25); Who" became dead," but is " alive for evermore"
(Rev. i. 18); and this" faith cometh by hearing, and hearing hy the
Word of God" (Rom. x. 17). The Incarnate Word and the written
Word stand in inseparable relationship in the mind of God; and thus
we notice the Divine sequence in chapter i. 2: (1) The Word of God
This it is that by the grace of God, under the influence of the Holy
Spirit, first opens our blind eyes. We are" begotten again," brought
out of natme's darkness into God's marvellous light by the living
Word, for in that Word faith, in the first place, finds Christ. (2)
Testimony concerning Jesus Christ. He comes into our spiritual vision
as the Son of God, the Saviour of our souls, and the appointed propitiation for our sins. (3) Then, it is what toe have seen and heard that we
have to declare unto others.
In the verses before us, we discover the Lord Jesus Christ in a threefold character :1. He is the Living One. It was thus He described Himself to the
Apostle John in his first vision: "I am He That liveth [R.V. the
Living One]; I was [or became] dead; and behold, I am alive for
evermore." And He is the same Living One Who still-speaks to nsfrom His resurrection glory in the Scriptures of Truth.
2. He is the Coming One. "Behold, He cometh with clouds; and
every eye shall see Him .... Even so, Amen" (chapter i. 7). "Surely
I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus." Patient
acquiescence in the first chapter becomes fervent desire in the last
chapter. He will come in response to t,he Spirit and the Bride: the
same Jesus Who was crucified on the cruel cross, the same Jesus Who
now appears" in the presence of God for us," shall " so come in like
lllanner" as He went,-literally, Personally, visibly, gloriously.
3. He is the Gracioos One. Though ascended on high, and already
crowned with glory and honour, He is still Jesus, the gracious Saviour.
God hath blessed Him for ever, because " grace is poured into His
lips"; and it is that gracious voice that still calls to every anxious
sinner, "Let him that is athirst come; and whosoever will, let him
take the water of life freely."
Let us briefly recapitulate these three thoughts, and may the Holy
Spirit meanwhile direct our hearts afresh into the love of God, and
into the patient waiting for Christ.
1. JESUS is the LIVING ONE. "I Jesus (the Living One) have sent
1111ine angel to testify unto you these things in the Churches." This Book
is the revelation (the apocalypse or unveiling) of Jesus Christ as the
Living One. He is the Living One hom all eternity; but" in Hi,
humiliation" He was " cut off out of the land of the living" (Isa.
liii. 8; Acts viii. 33) ; ., Being found in fashion as a man, He humbled
Himself. and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
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croB8. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted- Him, and given Him
a name which is above every name: that in the name of Jesus every knee
should bow . . . and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father" (Phil. ii. 8-11). And as the
glorified Son of God, He is still the brightness of His Father's glory,
and the express image of His Person (Heb. i. 3). Here in the chapter
before us, in the sixth verse it is: "The Lord God of the holy prophets
sent His angel. In the 16th verse it is: " I Jesus have sent Mine
angel." The Father and the Son are One. Jesus is the Living Son of
the Living God, and the voice of the Son is the voice of the Lord God.
That vision of the Living One in the midst of the seven golden
candlesticks must have left an ineffaceable impression upon the
Apostle's mind, which doubtless, under the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, influenced his subsequent writings. It is generally admitted,
from the testimony of Irenreus and Jerome, that the Gospel of John
was written after his visions in the isle of Patmos; and the words
" life" and" living" in their spiritual and eternal application as they
came from the lips of the Lord Himself are characteristic words of this
Gospel. In chapter vi. He makes known t{) us the means by which
this spiritual and eternal life is transmitted: "As the living Father
bath sent Me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth Me, even he
shall live by Me" (verse 57); "I am the living bread which came down
from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever"
(verse 51). It is the Son of the Living God Who declares: "He that
heareth My word, and believeth on Him That sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from
death unto life. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming,
and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and
they that hear ahalllive " (John v. 24, 25). He is the Living Water,
"springing up into everlasting life" (chapter iv. 14). He is "the
Way, the Truth, and the Life" (chapter xiv. 6). He is" the Resurrection and the Life" (chapter xi. 25). It was the supreme act in which
the Father glorified the Son that He should " give eternal life" to as
many as were given unto Him. "And this is life eternal, that they
might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, Whom Thou
hast sent" (chapter xvii. 3).
So it is the privilege, as well as the responsibility, of every redeemed
child of God, to " know that the Son of God is come, and hath given
us an understanding, that we may know Him That is true: and we
are in Him That is true, even in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true
God, and eternal life " (1 John v. 20). But in the same connection we
read of "a sin unto death" (verse 16), and may not this sin be
the denial of the truth that "Jesus Christ is the Son of God"the l'isen and ascended Lord-the Living One Who now appears [is
bodily exhibited] in the presence of God for us? "He that hath the
Son hath life,. and he that hath not the Son of God, hath not life" (verse
12). Are not the greatest of all sins those which dishonour the Son of
His love, Who is the light as well as the life of men; and the Word
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which He has magnified above all His Name, the entrance into which
giveth light and understanding unto the simple? Although present
in its inoipient stages even in the apostolic age, the full charaoter of
the" sin unto death" could hardly have been conceived by the early
divines, nor indeed until the development of apostate teaching in
later generations; and thus we find the anoient writers suggest l\
variety of interpretations of this passage. After analysing all these
diverse views, Dean A1ford expresses his conclusion thus: "This
alone of all sins bears upon it the stamp of severanoe from Him Wbo
is the Life itself. As the confession of Christ, with the mouth and in
the heart [as the Incarnate Son of God] is salvation unto lite (Rom.
x. 9), so demal of Christ, with the mouth and in the heart, is sin unto
death." In the passage referred to, in Romans x., faith in the resllrTOOtion of the Lord Jesus-and hence faith in His Divine Sonahip and
Hill preva.iling intercession. as the Living One; our " great High Priest
That is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God "-is made an
absolute condition of salvation. He was "declared [determined, or
marked out] to be the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit
of holiness, by the 7e8u7rection trom the dead " (Rom. i. 4). Thus it is
that every confession unto salvation must acknowledge Him as the
Son of God. "Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God,
God dwelleth in him, and he in God" (1 John iv. 15). How repeatedly
this is btought out in the Gospel of John. It was the testimony of
John the Baptist when he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit
descending and remaining on Him: "I saw, and bare record that
this is the Son of God" (chapter i. 34). It was the testimony of
Nathanael, detected by Jesus as the Israelite without guile beneath the
fig ttee: "Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God" (chapter i. 49). It was
the testimony of Simon Petet, on his own behalf, and on behalf of his
fellow-disoiples; "We believe and are sure that Thou art that Christ,
the Son of the living God" (ohapter vi. 69). It was the testimony of
Martha, when Jesus would test the reality of het faith: "Yea, Lord:
I believe Thou art the Christ; the Son of God, Which should come into
the world" (chapter xi. 27).
This is "the faith which was once delivered unto the saints,"
and it is the only faith which God still gives as the means of present
and eternal salvation. If we have this faith by His grace we are
.. alive unto God, through J esllS Christ our Lord": if we have not
this faith, whatever our Christian profession and practice may be, we
are still in a condition of spiritual death. "He hath given assurance
unto all men" (of future judgment as well as of present salvation) "in
tltat He hath raised Him trom the dead " (Acts xvii. 31). This faith is
not formulated by natural methods, nor derived from human textbooks; nor is it generated by the laying on of human hands, or the
performances of human priests: it is a supernatural revelation from
heaven-" Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My
Father Which is in heaven" (Matt. xvi. 17).
In these days of Laodicean lukewarmness and self-complacency,

736

The Gospel Magazine

while the shadows of the coming consummation are deepening around
us, and earthly affiictions increase and multiply, how needfnl for our
peace of mind and our continued fruitfulness in the Lord's service,
that our hearts should be fixed moment by moment upon the glory
that lies beyond the suHering; that we shonld listen patiently and.
unceasingly to the voice of the Living One Who still speaks out of
heaven t,hrough the Scriptures of Truth, and while He testifies to -the
nations and to the Churches of judgment to come on account of
national transgression and apostasy, has yet words of cheer for Hisloved ones, whose" life is hid with Christ in God," and whose" light
aflliction which is but for a moment," worketh for them" a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory,"
2. JESUS is the COMING ONE, .. I Jesus have sent Mine angel to,
testify unto you these things"; and .. He Which testifieth these thing!>
saith, Surely I come quickly" (verse 20). Tills Book is the revelation
[the unveilingJof Jesus Christ as the Coming One. If we have a saving
knowledge of Him as the Living Son of the Living Father, Who now
appears in the presence of God for us, we ougbt not to be in any doqbt
about His coming again. There is an inseparable connectiqn between
those two precious promises in John xiv.: "Because I live, y.e shall
live also," and, " I wiII come again, and receive you unto Myself" ~
and all down the centuries the hearts of the little flock unto whom it
has been the Father's good pleasure to give the Kingdom, have been
fixed upon those. promises as the consummation of all their hopes.
But the scoffers of the last days, walking after their own desires,
already abound; and the rejection of the proper Godhead of Christ,
and of the, fact of His resurrection from the dead, go hand in hand with
the repudiation of Scripture testimony concerning His coming again.
" Many deceivers are gone forth into the world, even they that confess.
not that Jesus Christ cometh in the flesh" (2 John 7, R.V.). But if
by the grace of God we have been turned from the idols of this world
" to serve the living and the true God," then our attitude, whether we
fully recognize it or not, is " to wait for His Son from heaven, Whom
He raised from the dead, even Jesus, Wlllch delivereth us from the
wrath to come" (1 Thess. i. 10). Thc word wait in tills passage
appcars to be a peculiarly expressive one, wlllch is not employed in.
this particular form elsewhere in the New Testament. Its objective
is not the fact of the Coming, nor the change to be wrought at the
Coming, nor the hope or inheritance to be re!llized at the Coming;
but the Person Who comes, and Whose appearance is anticipated with
unspeakable joy. It is God's loving purpose that, fOr our comfort and
blessing and true usefulness during our earthly pilgrimage, we shoulcj,
rcst our souls continually.on these precious promises He has given us,
knowing that" yet a little while, and the Coming One will come, and
will not tany" (Hcb. x. 37). Our right life down here, as bloodwashed witnesses for the Lord Jesus, is shown all through the New
Testament to be dependent on the constant hope of His coming again.
Saved, by grace through faith, from the penalty and the power of sin,
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by vlltue of that spiritual transformation which has made us new
creatures in Christ J esns, we shall assuredly be saved-also by gracefrom the presence of sin in that day when faith will give place to sight,
by virtue of that change which will not be merely a spiritual transformation, but a supernatural reconstruction: when these bodies of our
humiliation will be fashioned like unto the body oflEs glory, according
to the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto
Himself (Phil. iii. 21).
" I Jesus have sent Mine angel to testify unto you these things in the
Ohurches . . . . Surely I come quickly." Everything points to the
speedy completion of the purposes of God so far as the close of the
present dispensation is concerned. The Bride is manifestly being
made ready for the advent of the Bridegroom; the Jews, with minds
still blinded in the reading of the Old Testament, are nevertheless
aspiring to national recognition again, while seeking to obtain after a
carnal manner a performance of the promises made to the fathers;
the world seems ripe for the judgment for which God has appointed
the day, and ordained the Man; and surely the Judge of all the earth
will soon whet His glittering sword, and render vengeance to His
enemies, and reward them that hate Him.
The present war, with all its terrible realities, and with potential
results which can be contemplated only with dismay, has dealt a
staggering blow to that human philosophy which has been looking for
the opening of a "new dispensation" without any necessity for judgment upon the old one,-for the evolution of a " golden age" out (of
the present order of things, by moral effort and social brotherhood,the establishment of a kingdom of righteousness and peace, while
Satan is still unbound, and He Whose right it is to reign is still the
despised and rejected of men. Our outlook amid the terrors and
deceits of the present, and forebodings concerning the future, will
necessarily be governed by our relationship with God. What a significant contrast is presented to us in the two attitudes referred to in
Luke xxi. in connection with the signs which attend the fulfihnent of
the tilnes of the Gentiles: "Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for
looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the
powers of heaven shall be shaken" (verse 26)-" When these things
begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your
redemption draweth nigh" (verse 28).
" I (Jesus) am the Root and the Offspring of David." In the llOth
Psalm, David speaks of Him thus: "The Lord [Jehovah the Father]
said unto my Lord [Adon, the Son], Sit Thou at My right hand, until I
make Thine enemies Thy footstool." The Lord Jesus quoted this
passage to the Pharisees, and then asked them the question, "If David
then call Hiln Lord, how is He his son 1 " (Matt. xxii. 45.) And that
question silenced those Pharisees on that particular subject, for with
all their rabbinical learning they could not answer it. "No man was
able to answer Him a word, neither durst any man from that day forth
ask Hiln any more questions." He is "the Root and the Offspring of
47
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David." The spiritual truths embodied here are sweet and precious
to the believer in Christ, though foolishness to the world that knows
Him not, as they are still a stumbling-block to the Jew. As the Root,
He is the God and Creator of David; as the Offspring, He is the son
and seed of David by human descent. The Son of God That is passed
into the heavens, having obtained eternal redemption, is also the Son
of man, Who was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
As the Root of David-the Lion of the tribe of Judah, yet the Lamb as
It had been slain-He has" prevailed to open the book, and to loose
the seven seals thereof" (Rev. v. 5).
" Redemption is finished, the price has been paid."
But He is still sitting at His Father's right hand, " expecting till His
enemies be made His footstool"; and in the meantime the bloodwashed children of God are " guarded by the power of God through
faith unto a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time" (1 Peter
i. 5, R.V.).
" I (Jesus) am the Root and the Offspring 0/ David, and the Bngnt and
Morning Star." The morning star is the planet Venus, when it shines
in the heavens at the break of day some time before sunrise. In
speaking of Himself as the Bright and Morning Star, the Lord Jesus
reminds us that the night is far spent, and that the day will quickly
dawn when He will redeem His promise to His own people; "I will
come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye
may be also" (John xiv. 3). The Sun of Righteousness Who shall
arise with healing in His wings unto all that fear His Name, will be
manifested as the Bright and Morning Star to His waiting saints. It
is for this manifestation we are to look with fervent expectation; it
is for this we are to be constantly ready. Hence we notice the twofold
testimony in response to the Lord's announcement; (I) " The Spirit
and the Bride say, Come! "-not severally, but in unison. The Holy
Spirit calls for the apocalypse of Jesus Christ, the revelation of the
Bright and Morning Star; and what the Spirit says the Bride says
also, for the true Church can become vocal only througb the inspiration
of the Holy Ghost. (Il)" And let him that heareth say, Come!" The
one who hears is the one unto whom the Spirit has revealed the things
which God hath prepared for them that love Him; therefore, let the
call re· echo personally and individually from every longing heart,
41 Even so, C01ne, Lord Jesus."
The Morning Star (or, Day Star; 2 Pet. i. 19) is suggestive of " that
full and perfect knowledge which believers shall have when in heaven
they shall see God face to face" (Cruden). "We know that when He
shall appear, we shall be like Him: for we shall see Hin' as He is "
(1 John iii. 2). Behind all the turmoil and strife of the present situation, on the bright horizon in the background of the suffering and the
sorrow, lies the sure and certain hope of that glorious manifestation;
and in the joyful anticipation of which He would have us live in perpetual readiness. His word to us at such a time comes with intense
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significance: "And now, little children [dear children], abide in Him;
that when He shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be
ashamed before Him at His coming" (1 John ii. 28).
3. JESUS is the GRACIOUS ONE. "I Jesus llave sent Mine angel to
testify t<nto you these things. . . . And let him that is athirst, come; and
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely." There is graceabundant, soul-satisfying grace, as well as glory-never-ending glory,
to be unveiled at the apocalypse of Jesus Christ. Greatly we may
rejoice in that living hope unto which, " according to His abundant
mercy, He hath begotten us again, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ
ham the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away," though now for a season we are in heaviness through
manifold temptations: that the trial of our faith, " being much more
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire,
might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing
[revelation] of Jesus Ohrist." But with sober-minded watchfulness and
prayer we are also exhorted to " hope to the end" -that is, perfectly" for the grace that is to be brought" unto us " at the revelation of
Jesus Ohrist" (1 Peter i. 7, 13). The salvation that begins by grace
is consummated also by grace. When our eyes shall see the King in
His beauty,-fairer than the children of men,-we shall realize what
we shall never realize on this side of the veil, how much we owe to the
grace that is poured into the lips of Him Whom God hath blessed for
ever. Of the streams that we have ouly tasted on earth, we shall
drink deeply in heaven. In response to His gracious invitation. " Eat,
o hiends; drink, yea, drink ahundantly, 0 beloved" (Cant. v. 1), we
shall for ever satisfy our enraptured souls with the" pure river of water
of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God, and of the
Lamb" (Rev. xxii. 1); and with the fruit of the tree of life, which is
in the midst of the paradise of God.
Yes, Jesus is, and ever will be, the Gra~ious One. He is the King of
grace, as well as the King of glory. And while we look for " that
blessed hope," even the appearing of the glory of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ, we rejoice to know that" the grace of God that
bringeth salvation" hath already appeared (Titus ii. 11); that grace,
as well as truth, " came by Jesus Christ" to perishing sinners such as
we were, and that through faith " out of His fulness have all we
received, and grace for grace" (John i. 16). It is the precious privilege
of every blood-purchased believer, even in this imperfect state, to
_" know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ," that, though He was rich,
yet for our sakes He became poor, that we through His poverty might
be rich (2 Cor. viii. 9). This is the meaning of the Babe in the manger
at Christmas time: this is the meauing of the inn in Bethlehem finding
no room for the Saviour of a world, Who was also the Son of God.
He emptied Himself, and in the likeness of sinful flesh became poor
and homeless: "Being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross"
(Phil. ii. 8),-that we might become joint-heirs with Him of all the
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Father's gifts, and partners in the glory which shall be re,-ealed in the
everlasting abiding-places of the Father's Home.
It is the same gracious voice that still speaks out of heaven, from the
throne of grace, through the Scriptures of Truth, into every listening
ear: in seasons of adversity, amid scenes and circumstances of conflict
and peril, as well as in seasons of prosperity, amid scenes and circumstances of security and peace: "If any man thirst, let him come unto
Me, and drink" (John vii. 37). Amid the just judgments of a righteous
God, which are turning the government of the nations into chaos, and
filling the earth with terror and woe, the voice of mercy still sounds.
Amid the indescribable roar and unspeakable horrors of the battlefield; no less than in the desolate cities, and the grief-stricken homes,
which are the inevitable consequences of the war: to every true child
of God-however great the burden of aflliction, however deep the
~uffering and the sorrow-comes the consolation and the assurance
which that Divine voice alone can give: "My grace is sufficient for
thee."
And when hearts are overwhelmed with fear, and men are face to
face with the darkness of death, that voice still speaks with mysterious
power, bringing light and salvation to awakened souls, truly con,-icted
of sin by the Holy Ghost, and thirsting for the deliverance which no
human hands, or earthly help, can supply: "Ho, everyone that tllirsteth,
come ye to the waters" (the wells of salvation), " and he that hath no
money" (no earthly resources in the extremity of peril and need) ;
" come ye, buy, and eat" (feed on the Bread of life); "yea, come,
buy wine and milk" (the riches of everlasting life) "without money
and without pl~ce " (Isaiah Iv. 1). "Let him that is athirst come; and
whosoever will, let him take the watcr of life freely." Blessed be the faithfulness of His own gracious promise, there is no power on earth, or in
hell, that can hinder a poor sinner from taking when God sa,ys, Take.
Holy Gross, Glent.

W.

PHIPPS.

WAYSIDE JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.
As time goes on, one does not seem to discern signs of National humiliation under God's hand of judgment, nor a disposition to turn to Him
with genuine repentance, either on the part of the people in general,
or of the Rulers in Church and State. The circumstances connected
with the war certainly do not grow less grave, but how very seldom do
those in power express their trust in Him Who alone can give us the
victory.
On the other hand, there is still much boasting regarding the strength
of our Navy, and the size of our Army!
Nor is this merely the writer's own inIpression. One holding high
ecclesiastical rank, the Primate of the Church of Ireland, declared
recently that" he failed to see that, as a Nation, they had in any sense
turned from the world to God as a result of this war. He failed t{) see
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any deep humiliation or confession of sin .•. he did not think the
<Jonscience of the Nation had been roused."
The same authority spoke of " an enormous increase in the drunkenness of the Nation," etc., but it is remarkable that while drunkenness
and kindred sins-sins of the flesh-are hequently named by those
-holding high places in the Church, the sins enumerated in 2 Tim. iii. as
characteristic of the" perilous times" of " the last days" seem to be
for the most part'ignored! To name but two of them-the" having
a form of Godliness, but denying the power thereof," and, the turning
away from the Truth, and turning unto fables,-these must be very
grievous sins in the sight of God.

--If we have l'eached the very last days of the age, the unerring Word
of God leads us to e:>:pect that vital Godliness will decrease, and ungodliness will abound more and more.
Readers of THE GOSPEL :l.iAGAZINE must have eJqlerienced how
rarely spiritually-minded Christians are to be met with, and how very
<:leldom " the Gospel of the grace of God" in its distinctiveness and
fulness is proclaimed in the pulpits of " Christendom,"
)<Ioreover, our Lord has told us that the day of His Coming will
correspond to the days of Noah: men in general will have no thought
or expectation of final judgment, but will be occupied with the things
of time and sense, utterly disregarding spiritual and heavenly things
(Matt. xxiv. 36-39).

Sad to say, one thinks one discerns a rising tide of blasphemy against
God; men saying He ought to do this or that; sitting in judgment
upon God Himself; failing to see that the present distress is the result
of man's fall, and one of the last great efforts of Satan, " the god of
this age" !
There seems to be a tendency to glorify war; at least on our part,
and that of our Allies; but war is surely the result of human depravity.
"From whence come wars and fightings among you 1 Come they
not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members 1 " (James iv.
1.) Here is a general principle, and is it not plain that the present
war has been brought about by human ambition, pride, lust of power,
and greed of territory and wealth 1 If the principles of Christ's Kingdom had been operative among the Nations, this terrible war would
never have occurred.
There is another point also which the Lord's people do well not to
forget, and that is the undoubted engineering of the present war by
the Papacy. Evidence is accumulating that the pope fixed his hopes
of regaining temporal power upon Germany. A recent number of
East and TVest contains the following remarks: "How definitely the
pope has ranged himself on the side of Germany may be gathered hom
the fact that on the occasion of the German Emperor's birthday a
Te Deum was sung in honour of the event in the Chmch of Santa
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Maria dell' Anima, whicll was attended by Roman Cardinals as a body,
whilst on the other hand when a hmeral lIfass was celebrated for the
Belgian priests who had been murdered by the Germans, the only
Cardinal present was the French lIfonsignor Billet."
The main interest in the war is now centred in the Balkans, or rather
in the East generally, and the student of Prophecy has reason to exped
momentous events in the near future, which will ultimately affect the
Jews and the Holy Land.
Oh! that we may all, dear children of God, heed more and more our
Lord's exhortation to "watch," and strive to occupy "TILL HE
COME."

Limavady Rectory, 00. Derry.

ROBERT

J.

;)!OYES,

B.D.

HOME-CALLS DURING 1915.
ONE almost shrinks from that which has been the custom for some
years now, to refer at the close of the year to the translation from
earth to beaven of those who journeyed with us, with whom we had
sweet fellowship in the Gospel, and whose company we miss and
mourn. The years 1914 and 1915 are solenmly connected with war,
and "death" in consequence shadows "us and ours." "Death is
come up into our windows, and is entered into our palaces, to cut off
the children from without, and the young men from the streets." In
that Great Day when all will be made manifest and the hidden things
prought to light, it will be shown how out of the darkness and shadow
of death, out of the din and horrors of war, from the fields of carnage,
from the death·strewn paths of the mighty deep, from the hospitals,
and from the trenches, "from the home of castle or cottage," many
a gem was gathered to adorn Immanuel's crown. Sorrow may surge,
Satan may rage, clouds and darkness may press upon us, but Jesus
must reign, "the God of peace shall bruise Satan under yom feet
shortly." The last enemy-death-will be destroyed, and" then shall
be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up
in victory."

" I am still in good terms with Christ," wrote the saintly Rutherford, "however my Lord's wind blow, I have the advantage of the
calm and sunny side of Christ. Devils, and hell, and devil's servants
are all blown blind, in pursuing the Lord's little bride. The~- shall be
as a night dream who fight against Mount Zion. Worthy Sir, I hope
ye take to heart the worth of your calling; this great fair and meeting
of people will scail, and the port is open for us; as fast as time weareth
out, we flee away; eternity is at 0UI' elbow. Oh, how blessed are
they, who in time, make Christ sure for themselves! Salvation is a
great errand; I find it hard to fetch heaven! Oh! that we could take
pains on our lamps for the Bridegroom's coming. The other side of
the world will be turned up incontinent, and up shall down, and these
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that are weeping in sackcloth shall triumph on white horses, with Him,
Whose Name is The Word of God. These dying idols, these fair
creatures, that we whorishlylove better than our Creator, will pass away
like snow-water. The Godhead, the Godhead-a communion with
God in Christ, to be halvers with Christ of the purchased house and
inheritance in heaven, should he your scope and aim. For myself,
when I lay my counts, oh, what tellin):(, oh, what weighing is in Christ!
Oh, how soft are His kisses! Oh, love, oh, love surpassing in Jesns !
I have no fault to that love, but that it seem to deal niggardly with
me; I have little of it. Oh, that I had Christ's seen and real band.
subscribed by Himself, for my fill of it! What garland have I, or
what crown, if I looked right on things but Jesus? Oh, there is no
room in us, on this side of the water, for that love; this narrow bit of
earth, and these ebb and narrow souls can hold little of it, because we
are full of rifts. I would glory, glory would enlarge us, (as it will), and
make us tight, and close up our seams and rifts, that we might be able
to comprehend it, which yet is incomprehensible!" Our knowledge
is circumscribed, our space limited to the little span and lot of life,
and therefore we can only refer to those whose names have been more
or less associated with us in life's pilgrimage. That they are at rest,
that they know nothing of war, hut calm, umuffied, and unending peace,
we bless God.
"To them we'd follow on, leaning on Jesus all the way,
Who now and then lets fall a ray of comfort from His throne."
We would dwell on the thought of their unutterable joy, unmingled
satisfaction, and of their Redeemer's joy, yea, too, the joy of the
redeemed host; and we would look up, knowing our " redemption
draweth nigh," when we shall be as blest as they.
Readers of the I1iAGAZINE will recall the sweet account given by her
·beloved friend" Nettie," of dear Miss Sophia Wriglit's Home-going
early in the first month of this year. Passing quietly away in her
sleep, early in the morning, her hand outstretched on the pillow towards her tenderly devoted friend, Miss Wright slept in Jesus. And
truly of her it could be said, " God granted her that she requested "no long illness, no tedious old age nor senile decay, just her devoted
friend and her faithful servant with her, the two she had desired might
be. "So He giveth His beloved sleep." In the same week the Lord
gathered another aged saint into His heavenly garner-the widow of
the faithful and honoured servant of God, the Rev. George Mallett, of
Gloucester and Kemerton. Dear Mrs. Mallett was a humble, consistent walker. Her life in parish and home was an evidence of the
grace that possessed her. She had many sorrows, but one never
heard a murmur. She was greatly beloved, and passed a serene old
age of her widowed days at Worthing, where she died on January 7th,
aged 81 years, to be reunited to her dear ones gone before in the
Presence of the Beloved of her soul, in that tearless world. Among
her last utterances was the constantly repeated, "Oh, the precious
blood of my Saviour!" It was also in the same month that Colonel
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G. J. van Someren, "a veteran of the Indian Army, a well-known
figure at the meetings of Protestant Societies, one of the founders
of the Scripture Research Society, and closely connected with the
Army and Navy Scripture Readers' Society," as said The English
Churchman of him, rested from his labours and slept in Jesus.
It was in February that one of the fearing, timid ones, but assuredly
a child of God, the beloved Mrs. Hayward, of Devizes, aged 82, was
called Home after many months of waiting. She was a daughter of
the late Mr. J oseph Parry, of Allington, a great lover of the Truth, and
of those who followed it. He had veritably an open hand and heart
for all such, and he entertained, amongst very many others, such
eminent servants of Jesus Christ as the Rev. J. C. Philpot and the
Rev. WiIliam Tiptaft. His daughter followed in his steps, and truly
it was ever a token for good to her, in all her fearing moments, that she
could avow that she loved all those who loved the Lord Jesus Christ in
sincerity and truth. Sweet and sacred memories come to mind as I
write of this dear servant, so diffident, so fearing, and yet not to be
removed from hoping in the mercy of her God Who did not disappoint at last! Two other of the Lord's aged saints exchanged earth
for heaven during this month-Mrs. Hannam, of Bath, aged 97 years,
a true lover of eternal realities, a lovely picture to look at, erect, placid,
intelligent, and of a most gracious, gentle manner; and .Mrs. Gee, late
a member of St. Mary-Ie-Port Church, Bristol, another lover of God's
dear people, and the things that belong to our everlasting peace. As
her powers failed, there failed not her God, and in her weakest moments
she appeared happy and content with the Word of God or THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE in her hand. Then one in the prime of life and at the zenith
of his usefulness was suddenly called to put off his armour, lay
down his work, and hear his Jiaster's "Well done." "I could not
have believed it could have been such peace," whispered the Rev. C.
Lillingston, Vicar of Christ Church, Clifton,-which testimony to the
gracious, sustaining, and keeping power of "the faithful God" is a
source of comfort to his sorrowing widow, friends, and congregation.
Of him who "always bore the heavier end "-Lieutenant Hamilton
Adams, of Canada, beloved son of Mrs. Adams and grandson of the
late beloved Dr. Doudney, dear" Nettie" has told us, and of the
comfort the bereaved father and mother have in the firm hope that
this young son, dying of pneumonia contracted in the trenches in
France at the age of 22 years, was called to rest on the bosom of Jesus.
Mrs. Crampton, of Eastbourne, a veritable Lydia, whose heart and
house were open to God's dear and honoured servants, was at this time
called to her eternal Home. Again, there came the messenger of death,
but harbinger of eternal life, to three of the Lord's servants in Bristol,
and at advanced ages-Mrs. Clements, the Rev. J. Rockett, and Mrs.
Silvey. Amidst great suffering Mrs. Silvey was heard repeating her
favourite hymn-" When I survey the' wondrous cross," and when
she reached the verse: "See from His head, His hands, His feet," she
Ibroke off, and said to her devoted daughter, "Oh! G - , it is
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wondrous love! Whom have I to trust but Him!" And thus sweetly
the aged saint testified to the faithful unchangeable love of the God
of her youth, of her widowed days, and of all her pilgrimage, and
entered the haven where she would be. And now a young life was cut
short, and after a quiet, consistent, unobtrusive walk, giving every
evidence of the new heart by her addicting herself to the means of
grace and the company of God's children, Elsie Miller, a child of Godly
praying parents, was gathered from the Master's garden of lilies;
whilst in the same month (May) a veteran in His service-Mr. J.
Francis, of Hastings, was called Home.
Manchester lost a champion of Prot,estant Truth in the month of
June, by tbe removal by death of the Rev. E. Femvick Ward, for
many years Rector of the Albert Memorial Church in that city, a faithfill exponent of Protestant Reformation principles of the Church of
England. And another of His witnesses, the Rev. F. Harper, was
drowned whilst bathing at Aberystwyth, in September. Mr. Harper's
ministry at Hinton Waldrist for thirty-five years was that of making
known Christ as the sum and substance of the Gospel. As a writer
in the Record told of him, "the joy and passion of his preaching and
writings was to set forth Christ his Saviour as the Altogether Lovely
One, the Fairest and Chiefest among ten thousand." He was able to
bestow much time upon his writings, and his little hooks issued from
time to time, amongst others, "Echoes from a Village Church,"
" More Echoes from a Village Church," "Echoes from the Undying
Word"
, " A Broken Altar"
, " The Glories of Jesus"
, and" The Year
of Our Lord," are well known. He had prolonged and severe domestic
affliction, but it served to call forth the more his sympathy with those
members also afflicted.
And now, dear readers, with these names before us and many others
in my mind, I have once more addressed myself to the solemn task
of writing the Home-Calls of another year. Each reader will be
thinking of some beloved friend probably not mentioned here. The
mind will travel in thought to the battlefield, where many a one has
laid down his life for his Country, and been carried by a fiery chariot
into heaven. They were lovely in their lives, and doubtless an
influence for good, in this solemn and impressionable time, amongst our
soldiers and sailors. Thus is Satan's kingdom to be defeated, and our
God, Who shall shortly bruise him under His feet, is advancing His
own Kingdom and glory. This is the only thing that cheers and
encourages mourning l~ven hearts at this time. The Lord is putting a
tremendous tax upon His people's faith in these awful days. But
it will stand the test, since it is Divine. May we cast not away our
confidence. May we-receiving a Kingdom which can not be shaken,
but remains-look up, look on, look forward, and look for Him Who
having wrought redemption for His people ,viII bring it shortly, and
fetch us Home to be for ever with them who have preceded us but for
a little while, to he-one Family, no more severed, no more to weep,
nor sorrow, nor sigh-for ever ~{jith the Lord!
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The gracious Bunyan once said: "If a man would live well, let
him fetch his last day to him, and make it always his company-keeper."
And it is a certain indication in the pilgrimage of the Christian, how
he lives. We may well expect then how he will die. Brethren, let
us be looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the
great God om Saviom, whether it be by calling us through the portals
of death, or by comin~ for us in the clouds of glory. With words of
the sainted Rutherford I close: "When Christ and ye shall meet
about the outmost march and borders of time, and the entry into
eternity, ye shall see heaven in His face at the first look, and salvation
and glory sitting in His countenance and betwixt His eyes."
R.
"WHATSOEVER HE SAITH."
How simple and comprehensive was the advice given to the servants
by the gr<\Cious i\iary-" 'Vhatsoever He saith unto you, do it." How
simple and explicit the command-" Fill the waterpots with water."
How ready the obedience-" They filled them up to the brim." We
may not judge whether this willing obedience spoke hearts in which,
as in Mary's, the things of the Spirit were kept and pondered. For
Christ walked amongst all men. He healed all that had need of healing, as He enjoins His chosen children to do good not to the household
of faith only, bnt also to " all men." We like to hope where not clearly
told, that some had saving as well as natmal faith; but whether the
servants at the marriage feast were children too or not, they saw the
works of the Lord and tasted His bounties. We do have plenty of
instances in the Gospels where Christ's word, while He called into
action natmal capabilities, was the word of a King of grace and
salvation. So He said to Zacchrens, "Make haste, and come
down "-" and he made haste,. and came down." He said to the
blind ,man, "Go wash "-" he went his way therefore, and came
seeing." He said to Simon and to Andrew his brother, " Follow Me "
-" and they straightway left their nets, and followed Him." James
also and J obo, when they were called, immediately left the ship and
their father to go after Christ. They went with Him, and after Him,
not at the time even knowing where He lived. They were of the seed
of the blessed Abraham, who when he was called went out, not knowing whither. There is nothing for it in the heart of the sinner but
immediate response when the Spirit gives life in Christ Jesus. There
is no qnestioning in that first day of desire, no delay, no reasoning
when the Lord says, " Follow Me." "Or ever he is aware" the soul,
incapable of resistance, in the greatest act of faith, and constrained by
Divine love, sets fOIth on the narrow way which leads to all the glories
of everlasting life.
David said, "One thing have I desired of the Lord." And this
thing is still" one," though early days are left behind, and something
is known of where Christ lives, of where He did live when they were
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chosen in Him and the threefold Covenant was made. Here on this
earth, said one disciple to another, ". Come and see" where He lives.
There are many who despise Him, there are a few who love Him.
There are toils, and conflicts, and wearisome nights, but tbere is comfort and rest and unspeakable peace and hope. And the Apostle who
followed so readily at first had a further knowledge of these things
when he said, ". Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God," al,ld
saw in Emmanuel a portion unspeakable and full of glory. Yet he
did not afterwards and always do as Christ said with all the cheerfulness of love and trust. One time he had in vain spent all night fishing,
and sat down in the morning to clean the barren nets. And the Lord
came Whom he loved, but He said nothing about the profitless night.
He preached to the people out of the empty boat. ". And when Jesus
had left speaking," He said-as if nothing was amiss-". Launch out
into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught." As has been
pointed out, Christ said, ". Let down your nets." Could not He Who
made the sea and all the living creatures in it, send plenty of fish to fill
the few meshes of the poor men 1 The fire burned, and Pcter
". spake with his lips "-just to tell the Lord of their hardship". I11aster, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing; nevertheless at Thy word I will let down the net." One net would he
enongh! What was the end of it all in His hands Who hrought
redemption, and came not to hreak the bruised reed hut to restore the
wastes 1 An ahundant harvest for a beloved repentant child who
again forsook all to he with Jesus.
It is instructive to turn from Luke v. to John xxi., and read about
the next time that they toiled all night and took nothing. Again
Jesus stood on the shore and told them-". Cast the net on the right
side of the ship, and ye shall find." ". They cast therefore." It is a
lovely word-". They cast therefore." Why ". therefore" 1 Because
He had said. He had not lahoured in vain when the peaceable fruits
of righteousness were in such sweet evidence at the hwnhle heavenly
meal.
". Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it." David thought, and
Nathan thought, that God had told His servant to ". huild Him an
house." It was such a desirable God-honouring thing to do. But the
Lord said, No, Solomon should huild it, though David did well that it
was in his heart. To do as He has said is indeed the desire of those
who fear His Name, hut because they live hy faith, and because faith
is made to flourish in the dark, they are often at a loss to know what
He has said. ". Hide not Thy commandments from me," the Psalmist
prayed; ". Let me not wander from Thy commandments"; ". I will
run the way of Thy commandments, when Thou shalt enlarge my
healt." And sometimes His commandments seem grievous. ". Go,"
the Lord said to Samuel, ". I will send thee to J esse the Bethlehemite."
". How can I go 1 " Samuel answered, ". If Saul hear it, he will kill
me." His flesh sm'auk from such a sad event, as ours often does
when we think of consequences that may never come, or forget the
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grace and favour of that Right Hand which could support us if they
did. Numerous are the exhortations of the Epistles, numerous as
the needs of those addressed. But He Who gave them gave them all,
.and knew all the difficulties attending their obedience; knew all our
sloth, our bondage, our ignorance, our backwardness. Yet are His
commandments not grievous, for Christ lives and intercedes, the
Father loves, the Comforter works, and the Lord has said, "Casting
all your care upon Him; for He careth for you."
FOLLOWER-ON.

THE 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF CHARLES CHURCH,
PLYMOUTH.
(Continued trom page 691.)
" To show what a deep view this devoted minister of Christ had of
the exceeding sinfulness of sin," writes Dr. Hawker's biographer, the
Rev. Dr. Williams, "one quotation will suffice from a small work,
entitled 'The Portrait of the Church.' After drawing the attention
of the reader to the several descriptions of Christ's suHerings given by
the holy Evangelists, and whilst contemplating His agony in the
garden, when ' His sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling
down to the ground,' he adds: 'I pause over the trembling subject!
Such views of Christ can only form the true mirror for beholding sin
in its real colours. There are no events in human life, in all the
accumulated and aggravated forms of misery, that can describe what
it is in its heinousness, or convey an idea of the baleful malignity of it.
The drowning of the world by water at the Deluge, the burning of
Sodom and Gomorrah by fire, the whole earth as one hospital of woe
and sorrow, yea, hell itself with its everla.ting burnings; let all be
taken into one aggregate-nay, suppose the whole creation of God
was offered up as a burnt offering for human transgresqion, all could not
demonstrate in equal characters the tremendous nature of sin, as that
of the Son of God becoming incarnate, and sweating a bloody sweat
from the agony of His mind, under the pressure of it. He and He
only felt the full effects, for He ouly knew it in its nature, though but
by imputation.' "
At the commencement of every year it was Dr. Hawker's custom
to address his beloved flock on some suitable subject that should
form their thoughtful and prayerful consideration for the coming
days, weeks, or months of the new year. Most blessedly did he address
the spiritual body of believers in 1824 upon "Death abolished, and
Life and Immortality brought to light through the Gospel." "It
breathed," says his biographer, " the language of holy confidence and
joyful anticipation of a glorious immortality. It was not because his
voyage had been stormy, or because he feared any future perils, that
he wished himself in POlt, for he knew that the vessel in which he was
embarked had an unerring Pilot at the helm, and, what bespeaks the
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almightiness of His power, That gathered the wind in His fists. He
rejoiced in the blessedness of his state. 'In the overwhelming view:
said he, ' of such goodness in the past, I find the greater confidence to:
trust the Lord for all that is to come. I can and do say with Paul,
and from the same well-grounded faith as his, "For I know Whom r
have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I
have committed unto Him against that day." I am, therefore, as hewas when he so expressed himself, "looking for that blessed hope, and
the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ." , "
" , Death in nature: saith he, ' is more a privilege to the Lord's people'
than an evil; for the sting of death is sin. And that the Lord bath'
taken out, when He put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. Nay,
sin being removed, it ceases to be death, for it is but a sleep, where'
after the example of our most glorious Christ, the dead in Christ retire·
as into their chambers of repose, until the resurrection morning. In
death they are for ever freed from all the sorrows, pains, and toils of
life. They sleep in Jesus.' "
The Lord's dear servant had very humble views of himself. It
must needs be so with those who have, as Dr. Hawker had, very exalted
views of a precious Christ. Thus in THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE for July,
1824, he wrote: "Amidst innumerable mercies with which my
bountiful Lord hath strewed my path, manifested His lovingkindness
to me, on the right hand and on the left, I can discover nothing on
my part but continued cause of humiliation before God. My daily
walk of barrenness too nearly resembles the prophet's description of
the heath-' which doth not see when good cometh: and let some
men say what they will of progression in holiness, I am free to confess
that I know it not. It forms no part in my creed, neither do I know
it in my experience. How the Lord deals by others is not for me to
judge. But in relation to myself, when the Lord was pleased to call
me by His grace, and to reveal His Son in me, I have been led into
deeper discoveries of my own creature corruption, as, through Divine
teaching, I have been brought into further knowledge of the Lord.
And the result to this hour is, that in proportion as I have found the·
fulness and suitableness and all-sufficiency of the Lord Jesus Christ
to my state and circumstances, when I myself am weighed in the
balances, I am found wanting." Such were the humbling views which
this dear man of God had of himself, and which may serve to console
many another aged pilgrim who groans under the same burden. With
regard to the subject of prayer, he once made answer: "It is a matter
which through a long life I have closely observed, and never seen to
fail, namely, whenever the Lord gives the spirit of prayer, the Lord
answers it in mercy."
Readers of the MAGAZINE probably know Dr. Hawker's precious
little publication, written during the same year (1824), "Visits to·
and from Jesus upon interesting occasions and in the most hallowed
moments of life." He was" no stranger to the day-dawn visit of-·
Jesus," as he truly wrote. "Many a morning before the world is up.

750

The Gospel Magazine

have I found cause -to say, 'He wakeneth morning by morning.'"
And he who sought the light of the morning when the sun ri~eth, could
look forward with sweet anticipation to that "morning without clouds,"
and meantime in the constant means of grace and seeking for J esm,
he found his strength renewed, his faith strengthened, and hi~ hope
encouraged, which had salutary influence on his daily life and conflict
and testimony.
In the month of May, 1824, was commenced The Spiritual
Magazine, or Saints' Treasury, for which Dr. Hawker wrote an
introductory discourse, entitled, "The Mystery of the Kingdom of
God given only to be known to the children of the Kingdom (Mark
iv. 11)," in which he enforced the necessity of the new birth, and by
regeneration how God's children are called to exercise those spiritual
faculties which the Lord has given them, and how they are " hence
spiritually alive to Divine things, their eyes are enlightened to see the
hope of their calling, they hear and know the joyful sound, they
walk in the light of God's countenance. Every spiritual faculty is
R C
awakened and engaged."
. OWELL.
(To be continued.)

(!!Orlesponbrntt.
THE LATE REV. FREDERICK HARPER.

To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-You have no doubt heard of the sudden
departure of the Rev. F. Harper, of Hinton Waldrist, by drowning
while bathing at Aberystwyth.
Those who knew him personally will feel deeply the loss of the
kindest of friends; all who have profited by his ministry of voice and
pen for so many years, will deplore the fact that his earthly testimony
has ended, while they will also praise God for His grace so signally
manifest in the life and ministry of the dear departed servant of God.
May I add my humble tribute to the volume of witness of his
influence 1
I shall always remember with deep gratitude the aid which he gave
me in " coaching" before I entered college; and especially the gentle
and loving way in which he constantly expounded the doctrines of
grace, and in that sense taught me the way of God more perfectly. I
still have and value a copy of "Foundation Stones," by the Rev.
H_ H. A. Smith, which he gave me. Just before my ordination he
wrote me words of sound advice-they lie before me as I write these
lines-" Keep by the cross; be a little child; make Christ everything."
Many have heard the voice of our dear friend in Mission Services,
and many more have read his " Echoes from a Village Church," and
other published sermons; his monthly pamphlet Wayside Words
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will also be well known. His writings bear evidence of his desire to
exalt the Lord Jesus Christ as "All in all " in His people's redemption
and experience, and to edify the Church which He purchased with His
own blood.
In the year 1897 an article by Mr. Harper appeared in THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, on the life of his friend, the Rev. Philip Browne. How well
the introductory words of that article apply to his own case! In
speaking of the four qualifications of a messenger of Truth, he describes
them as (1) Faith, (2) Love, (3) Gentleness, (4) Hope. r,ooking
back on the life of Frederick Harper, these graces are clearly to be
seen.
Very touchingly in the same article he hears witness to the way in
which Philip Browne was used in God's hands to guide him to a
knowledge of the Truth. "For myself," he says, "I am a lover of
good men, but especially of Philip Browne, for I owe him my soul.
All my sweetest, tenderest memories are entwined around him and
his holy teaching. When I was a boy of about fifteen, I went through
deep spiritual experience, and I humbly hope the Saviour sought and
found me at St. James's Church."
One, at least, of those who have had the privilege of hearing the
short but faithful and edifying sermons of our depaIted friend in
Hinton Waldrist Church, will never forget them; the sweetness of
their memory will abide.
While we lament the departure of faithful witnesses, we remember
that though God may bury His workers, He carries on His work. The
ranks of those who do not shun to declare the whole counsel of Goel
seem to grow thinner, and there appears little hope, humanly speak.
ing, of their number being augmented. Is God withdrawing His
ambassadors as a sign that He is about to remove the candlestick
from this Nation 1 Yet whatever may come, we are assured that His
purposes shall be fulfilled. If visible churches fail, the invisible Church
can not, for it is founded on " The Rock."
With our friend in mind we can say, "We also bless Thy Holy
Name for all Thy servants departed this life in Thy faith and fear,"
remembering that he desired to " make Christ everything," the Alpha
and Omega of Christian life, experience, and service.
Yours sincerely in the best bonds,
BUTTERTON VICARAGE,
R. J. CRIJMP.
LEEK, STAFFORDSHIRE, Oct. 20th, 1915.
TESTIMONY.
To the Editor 0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-I am a constant reader of, and subscriber to THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, and delight in the precious truths and "Doctrines of
Grace" with which its pages abound.
This is my plea for asking you to kindly do me a favour.

•
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For some time past I have had frequently in my mind some lines of
a hymn commencing with the words: "What think ye of Christ 1 is
the test." I should very much like to obtain the hymn, but have
not been able to find it myself or meet with anyone who can help me.
It has occurred to me that you might know of it, and, if so, I am sure
you will give me the information.
I am a brother in the Lord, and a member of the Protestant Church
of England, and my heart beats time to the teachings of God's Word
so blessedly supported by you and the contributors in the MAGAZINE.
lily soul has often been comforted and my spirit revived when I have
read some of the papers. In these dark days of apostasy, unbelief,
and the substitution of the material for the spiritual, such a series of
appropriate teachings can not be otherwise than a comfort and help
to the true children of God.
May the blessing of God rest upon your work, and may you be
spared in health and strength to continue this work for Him, and His
people.
Believe me to remain yours sincerely in Him,
A. 1. DAVIES.
CROYDON, Nov. 1st, 1915.
[WE were cheered to receive inquiry after a hymn of such definite
Scriptural teaching as this too little known one of John Newton's.
We ourselves included it in a hymn book we compiled for use in the
new Church of Holy Trinity, Old Hill, and have much pleasure in
reproducing it in the pages of our MAGAZINE.-ED.
What think ye of Christ 1 is the test
To try both your state and your scheme;
You can not be right in the rest
Unless you think rightly of Him.
As Jesus appears in our view,
As He is beloved or not,
So God is disposed to you,
And mercy or wrath is your lot.
Some take Him a creature to be,
A man, or an angel at most;
Sure these have not feelings like me,
Nor know themselves wretched and lost·
So guilty, so helpless am I,
I durst not confide in His blood,
Nor on His protection rely,
Unless I were sure He is God.
Some call Him a Saviour in word,
But mix their own works with His plan;
And hope He His help will afford,
When they have done all that they can.
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If doings prove rather too light,
A little .they own they may fail;
They purpose to make up full weight,
By casting His Name in the scale.

Some style Him the Pearl of great price,
And say He's the Fountain of joys,
Yet feed upon folly and vice,
And cleave to the world and its toys;
Like Judas, the Saviour they kiss,
And while they salute Him. betray;
Ab! what will profession like this
Avail in His terrible day 1
If asked what of Jesus I think 1
Though still my best thoughts are but poorI say He's my Meat, and my Drink,
My Life, and my Strength, and my Store,
My Shepherd, my Husband, my Friend,
My Saviour from sin and from thrall,
Hy Hope from beginning to end,
My Portion, my Lord, and my All. ]

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY A:r-.rn NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR SIR,-Pressing appeals for Testaments and Gospel literature
reach me from all parts, and the opportunities to scatter God's Word
are greater than ever, for the new recruits are as eager to have Testaments and books as those who have already gone to the fTont. It is
truly a matter for gratitude that the soldiet lads receive and value
these Testaments, and we are eager to do all we can to respond to the
pressing calls. Time is short, and new responsibilities and opportunities of service weigh upon us. I am grateful for all the kind and
generous help·so freely given, and give thanks to our Heavenly Father
for His goodness and mercy, and pray that many more friends may be
led to help our soldiers and sailors in these days of anxiety and peril.
A worker writes: .. I am just sending out my last Testament, and
owing to the large number recruiting, we are needing many. I should
be very grateful to you if you could send me another supply. The
Lord is blessing the work abundantly."
A lady writes from Southampton: .. I am longing to be amongst
the soldiers again ,vith my dear husband, and am in great need of
Testaments. I wonder have you any on hand, and whether I can beg
for some more 1 I should be very grateful for them, for we find ourselves still crowded with troops."
A diligent labourer writes: .. Kindly accept my best thanks for:
48
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your magnificeut grant of 'festaments you have so kindly sent for the
work amongst the soldiers. Your parcels will help us on for a littl
while, which is a source of great help to me."
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL, Nov., 1915.

l!Jtous;tant 16ncon.
STRIKING TESTIMONY' TO THE WORK OF THE
PROTESTANT REFORMATION SOCIETY.
FROM THE RIGHT REv. BISHOP N. D. J. STRATOll, D.D., UNTIL RECENTLY
~ORI) BISHOP Of NEWCASrLE.
THE following is a copy of a letter l'eceived from Dr. Straton in acknowledgment of a Resolution conveyed to him by the Executive Committee of the Society, at their first meeting since the apnouncement
of his retirement from the Bishopric of Newcastle ;H

BISHOPS COURT,

"BROADWATER DOWN,
"TUNBRIDGE WELLS,
" October 23rd, 1915.
"My DEAR MR. LIMBRICK,-I have to thank you most heartily for
sending me a copy pf the most kind Resolution upanimously passed
by the Executive Committee of the Protestant Reformation Society,
and for your own covering letter in doing so,
"Will you assure the Committee, when ne,,1; they meet, of my
warm appreciation of all they say in the Resolution, and especially
of my own sense of indel:>tedness, I may say my life-long indebtedness,
to the Society. I can look back to the time, now more than sixty
years ago-in the early fifties-when my father organized a series of
lectures in Leicester in copnection with the P.R.S., and these were
delivered by the Rev. R. J. McGhee, Dr. Cumming, and other eminent
men of that time, and they opened my eyes, as a youth, to the supreme
necessity of maintaining ReforIIllttion principles in this Country, and
I thank God they have never been closed to this matter, and, if in
my life since, I have been instrumental in promoting them in the
various posts to which in His Providence He has called me, to Him
and to your Society under Him, I owe the deepest gratitude.
"I am afraid my active life is over. I am greatly shattered by
two years of a wasting illness, but it will always be a pleasure to me
to retain my post as a Vice-President, in a quiet way, of your Society_
" I am very truly yOUl""
"NORMAN D. J. STRATON,
W. A. Limbrick, Esq.,
" Bishop.
" Secretary, Protestant Reformation Society."
11

The Gospel Magazine

755

The Resolution, with the terms of which we are in cordial agreement,
was as follows :RESOLVED unanimously :-" That the Committee of the Protestant
Reformation Society at this their first meeting since the resignation
of the Bishop of Newcastle was announced, desire to express their
regret that the condition of Dr. Straton's health rendered this necessary.
They feel that his retirement will he a serious loss to the cause of
spiritual Protestantism, not only in the Diocese over which he presided
and the Northern Province, but also throughout ~he whole Church.
They are deeply grateful for the fidelity to the fundamental truths of
the Gospel which he so nobly manifested during ail the years of his
public life, and for his consistent vindication of the principles and
laws of the National Church, more especially in the trying periods
of his Episcopate. They rejoice to know that 'idelity and consistency
had their reward in the remarkable success which crowned his labours,
and the affectionate esteem with which he was regarded by those to
whom he ministered. They remember with heartfelt thankfulness his
long connection with the Protestant Reformation Society, the sermons
which he preached on its behalf, the sympathy which he displayed
with its practical operations, and his unfailing interest in its publlcations. Their prayer is that he may have abundance of Divine consolation at this time, that his health may be restored through rest,
and that he may still be enabled to contrihute his powerful aid to the
advancement of the cause which is dear alike to him and to them."
OUR PRESENT NATIONAL PERIL: A CALL TO REPENTANCE
AND PRAYER.
THE judgment of God is upon the Nations, and by it He is speaking to
them with no uncertain voice. God has a controversy with them that
can not be turned aside hy any effort of human wisdom or power,
and that must proceed to a righteous issue. National sins merit and
call for National punishment; and a study of history will clearly show
that the punishment exactly corresponds to the sin.
In the present disastrous conflict, in which a dozen Nations are
involved, there is not one that is not guilty of some specific sin which
cries aloud for punishment,-some special evil that fully accounts fOl'
the severity of Divine displeasure. This may be briefly stated in detail
thus:
.
Russia has for many years cruelly persecuted God's Ancient People,
depriving them of their rightful status and privileges as citizens. And
God has always taken this as done to Himself, and dealt with it suitably.
2 Kings xix. plainly states this five times: verses 4, 6, 22, 27, 28.
Belgium, within the present century, has been guilty of most horrible
cruelty to a defenceless African people, and has her swift retribution.
Moreover, though the wanton desecration can not be justified, her
churches were temples of idolatry, the sin that provokes the Lord to

.',
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anger. Of eight million inhabitants, in August, 1914, only four
hundred thousand were Protestant, nineteen in twenty being Roman
Catholic. And, as is always the case in Continental papal countries,
60 per cent were illiterat.e, and 40 per cent illegitimate, (These figures
are official.)
, Austria is sunk in degradation and decadence under the withering
blight of the papacy, and needs the light of the Bible and the Gospel,
.even though war be used to bring the dawn.
:F:rance and Italy, in revolting against the superstitions and bondage
of the Church of Rome, have embraced infidelity as the smaller evil.
Germany has departed as a Nation from the principles of the Reformation, and has " cultivated" a spirit of pride and Godless boasting,
which has ever been the sure road to ruin. Moreover, Germany has
been the cradle of the profane Infidel Theology, the " science" of
sitting in judgment upon the Word of God, cutting it up with a penknife, and burning it upon the hearth (Jer. xxxvi.). God is now answering Germany's penknife with His sword, and her brasier with His
flalning wrath.,
And what of England? Our National guilt is second only to that
of the Nation God has chosen as His instrument of punishment. We
have been since the Reformation the Nation He has been pleased to
use in spreading His Word over the earth. Our National life has been
elevated and our National character ennobled by the influence of the
Bible. But what have we witnessed during the past forty years? An
immense National defection from Protestant principles; and a willing
reception of the poisonous religious infidelity sent over from Germany.
One can understand France and Italy breaking away from the bondage
and tyranny of the papacy. We sin a thousandfold in breaking away
from God and the Bible. They, with less of light, rebel against
darkness, iguorance, and cruel bondage: we, with the true light,
rebel against the very principles of Truth upon which our National
security and prosperity are built.
In a previous leaflet (" A Call to Prayer ") I have dealt with certain
aspects of the present judgment, and in this further appeal to our
highly favoured Nation desire to point out the vital necessity of National
Humiliation and National Repentance. Unquestionably, there are
many thousands of persons in our land who speak God's words, and
who bow to His dealings. He has a praying people who call upon Him
daily; both individually and unitedly. But they look in vain for a
National acknowledgment of God on any adequate scale. There is
not yet manifest the putting away of sin, the humbling of ourselves
before God, and the crying to Him for help.
There are several instances recorded in Holy Scripture of the acceptance at the hand of God of Personal and National Repentance; and
I purpose to select three of them for the perusal of the reader.
1. Ahab, the king of Israel, was a wicked man, who" did more to
provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel
that were before him"; and of whom it is written that" there was
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none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to work wickedness in the ..
sight of the Lord; and he did very abominably in following idols"
{I Kings xvi. 33, and xxi. 25, 26). Yet, when he was warned and
threatened, he repented of his sin.. The record reads thus: "And it
came to pass, when Ahab heard those words, that he rent his clothes,
and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay in sackcloth, and
went softly. And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite,
saying, Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before Me? because
he humbleth himself before Me, I will not bring the evil in his days:
but in his son's days will I bring the evil upon his house" (1 Kings
xxi. 27-29).
2. Rehoboam, also, was a wicked king of Judah; yet when he was
warned by Shemaiah the Prophet, he repented. The record reads:
" Thus saith the Lord, Ye have forsaken Me, and therefore have I also
left you in the hand of Shishak. Whereupon the princes of Israel and
the king humbled themselves; and they said, The Lord is righteous.
And when the Lord saw that they humbled themselves, the word of
the Lord came to Shemaiah, saying, They have humbled themselves;
therefore I will Dot destroy them, but I will grant them some deliverance; and My wrath shall not be poured out upon Jerusalem by the
hand of Shishak. Nevertheless they shall be his servants; that they
may know My service, and the service of the kingdoms of the countries"
(2 Chronicles xii. 5-8).
3. The third instance is that of the city Nineveh, as recorded in the
Book of Jonah (chapter iii. 5-10): "So the people of Nineveh believed
God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of
them even to the least of them. For word came unto the king of
Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid 'his robe 'from him,
and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes: And he caused it
to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the
king and his nobIes, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock,
taste any tbing; let them not feed, nor drink water: but let man and
beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God; yea, let
them turn everyone from his evil way, and from the violence that is in
their hands. Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away
from His fieree angel', that we perish not? And God saw their works,
that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil
that He had said that He would do unto them; and He did it not."

(To be continued.)
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W. WILEMAN.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE Anniversary of the Brighton Branch of the Society was held on
October 12th. Owing to the Pavilion being needed for military
purposes, the Sale of Work was held in the North Road Rooms, and
a largely attended Public Meeting in the adjoining Presbyterian
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Church, kindly lent for the occasion. Samuel ,Banfield, Esq., presided,
and addresses were given by the Rev. W. Dodgson Sykes, M.A., the
Rev. J. K. Popham, and the Rev. J. W. Tobitt, also by the Secretary
of the Parent Society, and by J. Lane Densham, Esq., and W. J. E.
Chambers, Esq. Our Local Hon. Secretary rendered invaluable
service and was supported by a devoted band of ladies and other
helpers, to all of whom hearty thanks were expressed. The nett
proceeds, from all sources, amounted to upwards of £225. The
assembly, by rising, passed a vote of sympathy with the family of
the late Mr. D. T. Combridge, who had for eight years-till 1904filled the office which is now so ably sustained by his son, Mr. Samuel
.Combridge.
During the month collections have been madc at the Circus Church;
Portsmouth, at Richmond, Clerkenwell, Haynes Hill, Cambridge,
Eastbourne, and Coinbrook, a former pastor of which church (Mr.
Rowles) was a friend of Toplady. It is pleasant to know that the
people of God now meeting there, cleave to the same truths on which
their church was founded long ago. The Committee are asking the
Lord graciously to incline the hearts of His people everywhere to
render similar help.
A lady has recently collected £5 for the Society by the sale of bunches
of flowers, supplied from her own garden and the gardens of friends.
Another lady in the South of England walks many miles with her
eollecting-cards, and has during the last few months obtained upwards
of £44. Such sympathy and help in these days of stress, strengthen
the hands of the Committee and cheer their hearts, for with the heavy.
responsibilities resting upon them they are often perplexed. Yet we
are sure that our Covenant God, Who has sustained the Society and
supplied its needs for more than 108 years, will guide and bless us
stilI.
A subscriber of 87 writes: "I am increasing my subscription from
£5 os. per annum, and wish it could be more. I thank you for transmitting the Quarterly Record; please let it never be omitted. It
revives memories of so many departed friends of my late parents,
and through them of my own. It gives quite a little gilding to a most
unforeseen position. Why should I weep 1 Ought I not rather to
give thanks that the God of Jacob was with them, agreeably to His
own word, unto their earthly end. Or according to that text so
amp'ly enlarged upon at St. Mary, Somerset, in his almost last days,
by Dr. dole, 'Let Thy mercy, 0 Lord, be upon us, according as we
hope in Thee.' Truly,' He keepeth the feet of His saints,' and the
Psalmist's' According,' is well wrought in them."
No fewer than 1391 pensioners are upon the books, and their maintenance, with the upkeep of the seven Homes, needs an hourly income
throughout the year of £1 16s.
Owing to recent alterations in postal rates, the enclosure of our
literature in letters will have to be curtailed, hence we shall make
arrangements to send more small packets to friends who will,kindly
act as distributors.
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18a£)Slng lSilents.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
King paid another visit to the West~rn froIlt towards the end of
October. We much regret, however, to record that while he was
inspecting his Army in the field on Oct. 28th, His Majesty's horse,
excited by the cheers of the troops, reared and fell. The King was
jlev~rely bruised. By l'q"ov. 1st, however, His Majesty was able to
return to London, and though much fatigued by the journey, his
:condition gave no cause for uneasiness. Five dl\Ys later it was
announced that His Majesty was progressing satisfactorily, and his
medical attendants stated that tijough it would be some time
before ije would be well enough to leave his r09m, no further bulletins
wollld pe issued. We are profoUJll1ly thankful to God for His mercy
in preserving our King.

THE

Since we last went to press, Sir Edward Carson has resigned his
ollicel\§ Attomey·Qeneral, which carried with it a seat in the CabiIlet.
Disagreement with tile Government's Balkan poli~y was the cause of
thiij step.
Gelleral Joffre, the COIl).Il).l\nder-in-Chief of the French ,Army,
recently paid a visit to Lopdon and conferred with the Military
authorities and with our leading Statesmen.
The resignation of Mr. Churchill, another leading Cabinet Minister,
was apnounced on Nov. 13th. Mp. Churchill has placed himself at the
disposal of the Military authopities, his regiment being now in France.
In his letter to the Prime Minister he says :-" Knowing what I do
about the present situation and the instrument of eKecutive power, I
could not accept a position of general responsibility for war policy
without any effective share in its guidance and control."
The Greek Government has dissolved the Chamber. The new
Parliament is expected to meet on January 24th, following on the
elections on December 19th.
The Press Bureau on Nov. 8th announced that" Lord Kitchener.
at the request of his colleagues, has left England for a short visit to
the Eastern theatre of war." "This visit is undertaken by him in
discharge of his duty as Secretary of State for War, which duty he
has no intention of abandoning."
A new-constituted War Council has been formed, consisting of Mr.
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Asquith (in the temporary absence of Lord Kitchener),
George, Mr. McKenna, Mr. Balfour, 'and Mr. Bonar Law.
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Miss Cavell, an English nurse' at Brussels, was sentenced to death
by a German court-martial for having harboured British and French
soldiers as well as Belgians of military age, all of whom were anxious
to join the Allied Armies. She admitted also that she had facilitated
the escape of some of them from Belgium. She was arrested on
Aug. 5th, brought to trial on Oct. 7th, condemned to death on Oct. 11th,
and executed at 2 o'clock on the following morning. The American
and Spanish Ministers at Brussels made strenuous efforts to save her
life, but all in vain. "That the woman had passed her life in the
service of humanity and at the beginning of the war had tended
suffering Germans makes the crime of her execution the more
revolting." "The exaction of the full 'penalty in the case of a woman
must be received," in the words of Sir Edward Grey, "with horror
and disgust, not only in the Allied States, but throughout the civilized
world."
How little we can trust even professedly Evangelical Bishops is shown
by the following remarkable statement by the Bishop of Chelmsford : " I wonder what the state of the Church would have been like to-day
if there had never been a controversy, for instance, on Vestments; if
the Tractarian leaders had p'ossessed sufficient grace to say, ' We like
the Vestments,but it will distress some of the best people in England,
and for their sakes we will forbear'; or if, on the other hand, the
Evangelicals had said, ' We dislike the Vestments, but for the sake of
;unity we will wear them next Sunday.' 1f either had for Christ's
sake given way, can, anyone doubt that the blessing of God would
have come down in mighty power, and the Church to-day have indeed
been .girded with strength,l" Commenting on this, Tlte English
Clturcltma'Yl, says: "We are surprised that one in his position could
have penned those words. SUTely he must know that the use of the
Vestments is not a matter of liking or disliking. Ritualists adopt them
because they symbolise the doctrine of the Mass, Evangelicals oppose
them for the same reason. The controversy is for fundamental principles.' It represents antagonistic views of the work of Christ and the
way of salvation. The whole Bible shows that compromise in such
a case is diametrically contrary to the Will of God, and that it could
never have brought down His blessing. Evangelicals can no more
concede vital points to the Ritualists than St. Paul could have made
similar concessions to the Judaisers."
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