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THE SALVATION OF THE FLOOK.
" Therefore will I save My flock, and thf3'lJ shall no more be a prey."EZEKIEL XXA;V. 22.
THE closing month of the year 1917 is about to dawn upon us,
and we naturally call to mind some past events, It has been a
remarkable year in many respects, The conflict amongst the
nations of the earth engaged in the great world-war has increased
in vigour. Many awful battles have been fought, The cruel
ruthlessness of our German enemies has developed in the submarine
campaign, by means of which hundreds of our ships have been
sunk, many precious lives have been lost, and many cargoes of
food have been sent to the bottom of the ocean, America, after
long forbearance with German defiance of International law, has
thrown in her lot with the Entente nations, and is gradually
marshalling her forces with the object of overthrowing ,Prussian
militarism. How long this ghastly conflict may continue, GOD
only knows, Its horrors and the terrible sorrow it entails are
beyond conception, and are too awful for anyone person to grasp
and to dwell upon, Our constant prayer is that He Who sitteth
upon the throne of the universe may, if it be His gracious will,
soon bring it to a satisfactory conclusion, All our readers, both
34
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at home and abroad, are more or less affected by this unparalleled
conflict among the nations. Homes have been rendered desolate
and hearts keenly saddened by the terrible slaughter which is
going on, and a yearning for a righteous and lasting peace fills
all hearts.
Notwithstanding this world-wide trial, however, we can still
bear testimony to the goodness and mercy of our faithful and
covenant-keeping GOD. The LORD'S people in England and in
most ofrher colonies, and the LORD'S family in the great Western
Republic, have been free from invasion with the exception of
occasional air-raids. To be obliged to leave home, possessions, and
occupations before the march of an invading host is an experience
from which we have been mercifully saved. The sufferings of
thousands in Belgium, France, Serbia, Poland, and elsewhere, who
have been rendered homeless and penniless, are too awful for
words. We in England may still worship GOD peacefully and
quietly. We still have home, clothing, food and fire, and many
other temporal mercies. Let us devoutly thank our GOD that He
hath not dealt with us according to our sins, nor rewarded us
according to our iniquities.
Coming to matters of a more personal nature, we feel constrained
to thank GOD for His enabling grace in regard to the conduct of
this MAGAZINE. It was in the month of November, about twelve
months ago, that at the request of the Trustees we took over the
Editorship, vacant through the greatly-lamented Home-call of the
Rev. James Ormiston. We began our labours in this capacity
with the December number, and we desire to praise Him for the
measure of grace and strength which He has given to us and to all
our kind fellow-labourers during the past year. We praise Him
also for the large number of testimonies which we have received
as to the value of this written testimony to the precious truths
of His Word. To Him, and to Him alone, must glory be ascribed,
for apart from Him we can do nothing. The War is greatly
affecting the cost of producing this time-honoured publication.
We trust that all our readers will do what they can by special
support to enable us to continue the important testimony for
which the MAGAZINE was originally called into being We desire
much an increased circulation. If the great doctrines of grace are
•
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good for us and precious to our hearts, let us be zealous in making
them known to others. May we urge every reader to make a
point of bringing the MAGAZINE to the notice of their Christian
friends?
In view of the commencement of another volume in Jauuary
next (D_V_), we would suggest that each reader should order an extra
copy /0'1' January, and make use of it with their friends with a view
to an increase of regular subscribers. All who respond to' this
suggestion should place their orders early in December with our
publisher, Mr_ Samuel Arnold, of 74, Strand, London, W.C.2_
The GOD in Whom we trust, and Whose truth we seek to make
known by means of this MAGAZINE" still lives, and He still reigns.
Let that truth be our comfort amid all the present trials. Moreover,
He is still faithful to His Covenant purposes. "The people of
His pasture, and the sheep of His hand," are still therefore the
objects of His love. From the beginning He hath chosen them
to salvation through sanctification of the SPIRIT and belief of the
truth, and in due time He calls them by means of the Gospel of
His grace to the obtaining of the glory of our LORD JESUS CHRIST
(see 2 Thess. ii. 13, 14). The War, therefore, cannot thwart His·
gracious purposes. His chosen flock, given to His co-equal and
co-eternal SON, shall all be brought into the fold and saved with
an everlasting salvation. Of the spiritual, as well as of the literal
Israel, the words are true, "Therefore will I save My flock, and
they shall no more be a prey."
I. Their salvatiO'l~ will be efjected by Divine search.
" Behold, I, even J, will both seal'ch My sheep, and seek them
out" (Ezek. xxxiv. 11). The LORD JESUS is the good SHEPHERD.
The salvation of the flock has been entrusted to Him, and He goes
after each lost member of HIS flock until He finds it. To secure
the eternal salvation of His sheep He laid down His life for them.
He redeemed them from the curse by His precious blood. The
War will not turn Him aside from His purpose and from His
Shepherd wOlk He has doubtless sought and found many of
His sheep among our brave soldiers and sailors, and has laid them
on His shoulders rejoicing.
2. Their salvation. will be efjected by Divine deliverance.
By nature they are far from GOD, broken down and wounded by
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sin, spiritually sick and in bondage, but He will deliver, rescue, and
save.
"I will deliver them out of all places where they have been
scattered in the c1ou~y and dark day." He will deliver them
" out of the hand of those that served themselves of them." He
will deliver His sheep from the power, the bondage, and the darkness of sin and Satan (Ezek. xxxiv. 12, 27).
3. Their salvation will be effected blJ Divine bringing.
"I wiII bring them out from the people, and gather them from
the countries" (v. 13). CHRIST, the good SHEPHERD, "once
suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to
God" (1 Pet. iii. 18). He brings them from the broad way into
the narrow. He brings them back from the far country to the
GOD from Whom they have wandered. He introduces them to
the FATHER as the sheep for whom He died, and the FATHER
presses them to His heart, gives them the kiss of reconciliation,
clothes them with the robe of righteousness, makes them sit down
at His table and rejoices over them with joy.
Eventually the SHEPHERD will bring all the sheep to the many
mansions of the FATHER'S house, that where He is there they may.
be also. He will come again to do this. "Yet a little while, and
He that shall come will come, and will not tarry" (Heb. x.37).
Be of good cheer, little flock! He is coming. And when He
comes, you shall no more be a prey. You shall hunger no more,
neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on you, nor
any heat. For the LAMB Who is in the midst of the throne shall
feed you, or be your SHEPHERD. He wiII lead you unto living
fountains of waters; and GOD shall wipe away all tears from your
eyes (Rev. vii. 16, 17).
" LORD, we wait for Thine appearing;
, Tarry not!' Thy people say;
Bright the prospect is, and cheering,
Of beholding Thee that day;
When our sorrow
Shall for ever pass away." (TMmas KeUy).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR.
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INFALLIBLE SIGNS OF THE LORD'S RETURN.

" So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that
the kingdom of God is nigh at hand."-LuKE xxi, 31.
OFTEN in the history of the professing Church, when the nations
have been convulsed with war, many have thought that the end of
the world was about to come. Some have suggested that this war
is "the battle of Armageddon." This expression, however, does
not occur in Scripture. We read of "Spirits of devils, working
signs; which go forth unto the kings of the whole inhabited earth,
to gather them together unto the war of the great day of God, the
Almighty. . . , And they gathered them t?gether into the place
which is called in Hebrew Har-Magedon" (Rev. xvi, 16, R.V,),
Kings are to be gathered for war to a place called Armageddon, i,e.,
the valley of Megiddo, in Palestine, but no mention is made of a
battle there, The kings are gathered there, but the conflict or
battle would seem to take place in the Valley of Jehoshaphat, near
Jerusalem, "I will also gather all nations, and will bring them
down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them
t,here for My people and for My heritage Israel, whom they have
scattered among the nations, , , . Let the nations bestir themselves, and come up to the valley of J ehoshaphat; for there wil\'I
sit to judge all the nations round about. . . . The /tun alld the moon
are darkened, and the stars vJithdraw their shining. And the Lord
shall roar from Zion, and utter His voice from Jerusalem; and the
heavens and the earth shall shake: but the Lord will be a refuge
unto His people, and a stronghold to the children of Israel , . ,
then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no stranger pass through
her any more" (Joeliii, 2, 12, 15-17). This war is doubtless leading
up to the gathering in the valley of Megiddo, and the subsequent
battle in the valley of J ehoshaphat, but it is not Armageddon, so
we humbly believe. The gathering of all nations against Jerusalem,
foretold in Zech. xii. 3, and xiv. 2, seems to refer to the same events
as those foretold in the third chapter of Joel. In both cases the
Lord's return is connected with those remarkable events (see Zech.
xii. 10; xiv. 4, 5).

,

.

534

The Gospel Magazine

Our Lord teaches us that the whole of His dispensation would
be characterized by wars, earthquakes, famines, and pestilences,
and He further enjoins His people not to be terrified or alarmed
when these things take place (Luke xxi. 9-11). "These things
must .come to pass, but the end is not yet" (Matt. xxiv. 6). They
are not in themselves sure signs of the end. They lead up to it, but
they do not signify that the end is really upon us. The actual signs
of the end are referred' to in the passage which heads this" Wayside
Note." "When ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the
kingdom of God is nigh at hand." The parable of the pounds teaches
us that our Lord is like a nobleman who went into a far country to
receive for himself a kingdom. That kingdom is called the kingdom
of God. Our Lord told this parable because some thought that
the kingdom of God should" immediately appear." So far from
that being the case, He shows that He Himself would return to
heaven, and that only after a long time had elapsed, when He had
received the kingdom, would He return. (See Matt. xxv. 19; Luke
xix. 11-15.) The return of the King and the manifestation of the
kingdom of God are coincident events, and our Lord Himself gives
to His people sure signs, which all indicate that He is about to.
descend from heaven with a shout to welcome all His people unto
Himself, and to take to Himself His great power and reign. These
signs will be manifested at the conclusion of "the times of the
Gentiles," during which Jerusalem is trodden down by Gentile
powers (Luke xxi. 24).
1. These signs will appear in the heaven above.
" There shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the
stars" (Luke xxi. 25). When the heavenly bodies were first
created, God said, " Let them be for signs, and for seasons and for
days and for years" (Gen. i. 14). In Matthew's Gospel we read,
" Immediately after the tribulation of th,ose days shall the sun be
darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall
fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:
and then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven. . . .
And they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory. And He shall send His angels with a
great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other" (Matt.
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xxiv. 29-31). Evidently, then, before the Lord returns to gather
His elect and redeemed people remarkable phenomena will appear
in the heavenly bodies. "The powers of the heavens" probably
mean the heavenly bodies, and these are to be shaken.
An able writer on prophecy says, " As yet, though the earth has
been visited by many a convulsion, the heavens have remained in
their tranquillity. The sun has not yet been turned into blackness,
nor the moon into blood. The still peacefulness of the firmament,
as the stars nightly resume their course, has often stood in strange
contrast to the unquiet restlessness of the scene below. But an
hour is coming when the heavens also shall be shaken. ' Yet once
more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven,' and then the end
shall oome."
Thus, war of itself, however prolonged and terrible, is not a sure
sign that the Lord ,vill immediately appear. The signs in the
heavenly bodies are the sure precursor of His glorious appearing.
2. There will be signs in the earth beneath.
" And upon the earth distress of nations, in perplexity for the
roaring of the sea and the billows; men fainting for fear, and for
expectation of the things which are coming on the world (Greekthe inhabited earth): for the powers of the heavens shall be
shaken" (Luke xxi. 25, 26, R.V.). This last expression, "for the
powers of the heavens shall be shaken," seems to show that the
signs in the earth are the result of the signs in .the heaven. The
remarkable phenomena in the heavens will cause "distress of
nations," "perplexity for the roaring of the sea," "men fainting
for fear and for expectation of the things which are coming on the
world." It may be said there is distress of nations now, and the
sea roars now; and fear in regard to things which are coming takes
possession of men's minds now. Such things have also characterized nations and men before, 'and yet the Lord came not. But it
must be replied that these things have never yet been preceded by
" signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars." Probably,
too, the effect of the powers of the ·heavens being Divinely shaken
will canse unparalleled distress of nations, unparalleled roaring of
the sea, and unparalleled fear in regard to the things that are coming
on the earth. These signs in the heavenly bodies, with their accompanying effects on earth, follow "the great tribulation," of which
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our Lord speaks in Matthew twenty-four, verse twenty-one. He
Himself says, " Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall
the sun be darkened," etc. (Matt. xxiv. 29). The signs in the
heavens will cause fear and terrible distress to the ungodly, but are
designed to cheer and to encourage the Lord's elect and redeemed
people. To them the Lord says, "When these things begin to
come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your
redemption draweth nigh." No distress, no perplexity, no fear of
coming judgments should then fill the hearts of God's people. To
them these signs are the sure indications that their complete
redemption draweth nigh. They indicate that their beloved Lord
is now about to descend into the air for the purpose of raising the
dead in Christ, changing the living saints, and causing them all to
be caught up to meet Him in the air. Therefore, "when ye
(believers) see these things come to pass; know ye that the kingdom
of God is nigh at hand" (Luke xxi. 28, 31). In view of that glorious
consummation our Lord admonishes His people to take heed as to
their walk, lest that day come upon them unawares. They are to
show that they are numbered amongst His eternally-beloved,
•
chosen, and redeemed people, by watchfulness and prayer.
They will therefore and thus be accounted worthy to escape,
nat the signs (for they shall see them), but the things which are
coming on the earth which the ungodly anticipate with fear and
trembling. These judgments will follow the reception of the saints
to meet the Lord in the air.
In the midst, then, of the terrible circumstances of this awful
war; and all its horrors and sorrows, let the Lord's people stay their
minds on Jehovah Himself. Let them hide themselves under the
shadow of His wings. Nothing can alter His eternal purposes of
mercy and grace towards His redeemed family. Nothing can
part them from His love. The world-wide conflict is under His
control. It can only fulfil His purposes, and eventually all the
people of God, washed in the blood of the Lamb, from the
beginning of the world's history to the end of time, will be
with their Lord in Eternal Glory.
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Fer'ry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR.
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1lJilgtim 1lJapetf3.
WELLSPRINGS.
" He also exalteth the horn of His people, the praise of all His saints; even
of the children of Israel, a people nea,' unto Him. Praise ye the
Lord."-PSALM cxlviii. 14.

WE have often enjoyed singing that precious hymn <)f Joseph Irons ;H

Oh, the happiness a.rising

From ,the life of grace within,
When the soul is realizing
Conquests over hell and sin;
Happy moments I
Heavenly joys on earth begin,"
And those are the seasons when the words of our text are truly experienced, and like Hannah, we can say, " My heart rejoiceth in the Lord;
mine horn is exalted in the Lord; my mouth is enlarged over mine
enemies; because I rejoice in Thy salvation." There is true rejoicing
and boasting only here, There is none other ground upon which we
can from the heart rejoice, and orily One in Whom our souls can make
their" boast," This Psalm from which we are writing is one of the
Hallelujah Psalms, of which the last five are made up, It is as though
the Psalmist, having passed through life's chequered changing history
of all its trials aud perplexities, clonds and sorrows, is looking 'back
upon it with complacency, and as he nears the Celestial City his face
reflects the glory and peace of it, and" forgetting the things that are
behind," he is content to praise only, It was so with Christiana and
her company on the borders of Beulah's land, "After this I beheld
until they were come to the land of Beulah, where the sun shineth
night and day, Here, because they were weary, they betook themselves awhile to rest, And because this country was common for
pilgrims, aud because the orchards and vineyards that were here belong
to the King of the Celestial Country, therefore they were licensed to
make bold with any of His things, But a little while soon refreshed
them here; for the bells did so ring, and the trumpets continually
sound so melodionsly, that they could not sleep; and yet they received
as much refreshing as if they had slept their sleep never so sOlmdly,
Here also the noise of them that walked in the streets was, 'More
pilgrims are come to town'! And another would answer, saying, ' And
so many went over the water, and were let in at the golden gates, today.' They would cry again, 'There is a legion of shining ones just
come to town, by which we laiow there are more pilgrims upon the
road! for here they come to wait for them, and comfort them after all •
their sorrow.' Then the pilgrims got up, aud walked to and fro. But
how their ears were filled with heavenly voices, and their eyes delighted
with celestial visions! In this land they heard nothing, saw nothing,
felt nothing, smelt nothing, tasted nothing, that was offensive to their
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stomach or mind; only when they tasted of the water of the river over
which they were to go, they thought that it tasted a little bitterish to
the palate, but it proved sweeter whenit was down.
" In this place was a record kept of the names of them that had been
pilgrims of old, and a history of all the famous acts they had done. It
was here also much discoursed, how the river to some had its flowings,
and what ebbings it had had while others have gone over. It has been
in a manner dry to some, w,hile it had overflowed its banks for others."
Yes, like Christiana and all Zion's pilgrims, there is a time when,
brought through life's chequered history, they look back, admire, and
adore, and can only praise! They sing Hallelujah! and they pass
Heaven's golden gates to join the song of the ransomed there, with
praise unto our God and theirs, with their last expiring breath. But
even now, in this time-state, there are Hallelujahs brought home
to our hearts and lips. It has often been a proven experience with
God's children that deliverance is never nearer than when they are
praising Him, trusting Him in the dark, singing from the inner prison,
as Paul and Silas were enabled to do, trusting Him in the stormy day,
cOlmting God Faithful that promised to deliver. So these Psalms are
set to the tune of God's past mercies and favours and unfailing lovingkindnesses, both in Providence and grace. The Psalmist is led out to
speak of ALL creation, the heavens, the earth, and sea. The sun, moon,
and stars, and clouds; the mighty deeps, with all that moveth therein;
the ice, cold, and stormy wind; the mountaius, hills, and all deeps;
fruitful trees, and all majestic growths of the forest; beasts and cattle
and creeping and flying creatures; and then of kings, princes, judges,
young men and old men, maidens, children, and all are enjoined to
sing their mighty Master's praise. "Let them praise the name of the
Lord; for His name alone is excellent; His glory is above the earth
and heaven. He also exalteth the horn of his people; the praise of all
His saints; even of the children of Israel; a people near unto Him.
Praise ye the Lord."
So that if and since all nature is enjoined upon to praise Him, how
much more the new creation in Christ Jesus! If" everything that
hath breath" is called upon to "praise the Lord," let the redeemed
much more! He has promised "the horns of the righteous shall be
exalted," and they daily prove how it is He that" exalteth the horn of
,
his people, the praise of all His saints."
The ground of their praise is a precious Christ, and He is indeed" the
praise of all His saints." They sing of His redeeming love; they sing
of the Father's love; they sing of the Holy Spirit's love. The Father's
love is the Source of all their joy and delight; the love of Jesus, the
Incarnate Son in redemption, is the new song put into the mouth Of
everyone of His redeemed, and the Holy Spirit's wooing and winning,
leading and keeping grace, is the praise of all these who have" received" and" kept" His Word. But it is ever Jesus in the midst. He is
the" one Pearl" of great price; He is " the Rose of Sharon," He is as
" the apple tree among the trees of the wood." He is the praise of all
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His saints, and they seek, they want, none other. They mourn how
little they praise Him here; how much ·of their time and thoughts and
affections are taken up with lesser things, and they look forward to
that day when they shall praise Him as they ought, and as they long
to even now. But of this they are sure.: He is their praise; He is all
their hope; He is all their delight; their refuge, their peace, their
shelter. He is in His character proved to be the only One Who can
do helpless sinners good, and Who is " the same yesterday and to-day
and for ever," in spite of what they are in their shifting, changing,
treacherous hearts and wills. Christ Jesns is thus made unto them
their" Wisdom and Righteousness and Sanctification and Redemption." He is the Fount of all excellency, and to Which all must come,
Who indeed come unto Him for life and pardon, grace to live and grace
to die. He is the pattern or " example" of all excellency, in Whom
are hid all the treasures of the Godhead bodily, and to Whom every
new born soul is made williug, yea, and delights to conform.
He is the Root of David, upon which every plant that His Father
hath planted, takes root, grows, and flourishes. He is that "Meek
and Lowly" One Who calls all His followers to " learn of Me." He is
the Sun of Righteousness to shine into and out of our darkness, and
Who, having translated us from the kingdom of darkness and power of
Satan, is the praise of all His saints. Have you sought to praise Him,
dear child of God, in all your way, in every step of your thorny path ~
Dark and mysterious are many of His leadings. Trouble and sorrow,
perplexity and ever-increasing difficulties are your lot, and ofttimes
faith sinks very low and wonders where the scene will end. Satan is .
more malicious than ever, and is so constantly near to grasp us, to
harass, perplex, and annoy, and trip us up! But have you praised
Him for all these desert days; these dark hours, these thorny steps ~
Have you been lifted above ea.rth and its carping cares, and praised
Him in spite of them ~ An old writer, in his gifted, gracious language,
has truly said, "When God's benignity is most admired, our calamity
is more easily endured. Israel often slumbers and sleeps, but He that
keepeth Israel does neither. Thus we may boldly say, 'If God be for
us, who shall be against us ~' Against us they may be to hate us, but
against us they cannot be to hurt us. Noah rides safely in a wellpitched ark, while the old world is drowned. When Israel is led captive, Jeremiah is set at liberty_ The prophet fowld more favour with
the princes of Babel than from the children of Israel. Gideon's fleece
was wet when the earth was dry. Thus will God preserve integrity
and punish vanity. His grain is often gathered into the garner, before
He comes to burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." And there- fore, beloved reader, let us seek much and more grace to be ever praising
Him. Confident, in spite of all that is working out so contrary to
our hopes and ways and expectations; telling Him that nevertheless
He doeth aB things well; and that He shall have your praise and get to
Himself the glory in spite of blasted gourds and crossed schemes.
You know when love shakes our boughs-Christ eats His pleasant
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fruits! Be content, then! Let Him have all the glory of so great
salvation which He has wrought for you. May He be the praise, as·
He is of His saints up yonder-the praise of your heart and mine, with
no reserve! He is all the glory there!. He is the One Delight in
Immanuel's Land! .He-there in the midst of the congregation, is
singing and leading the praises of the redeemed multitude. The great
Surety, Shepherd, Keeper of His sheep! 'Tis meet the praise should
be led by Him to His Father with these words which eternity will never
erase nor exhaust! "Behold I and the children whom Thou hast given
Me." Here they are, Father. I have lost none-no, not the least, the
feeblest, the greatest backslider, or the one who wandered farthest.
They are all here. They have been" kept" according to Thy Word
and My grace. And now the song of redeeming love flows from every
blood-washed saint to Him "Who hath loved them and washed
them in His own blood, and made them kings and priests unto God."
"'Tis past, and Lord, we hail Thee
Crowned with glory on Thy Throne;
Meet it is Thy saints should bless Thee
For the place Tby death hath won;
Won for us-that in full measure
We should have our part with Thee;
Taste the river of Thy pleasure,
Share in all Thy victory."
Soon, soon will dawn that glorious Day when, the last elect vessel
gathered Home, the praises will swell unendingly the chorus of Glory
to the Lamb! Angels will say, "Blessing and honour and glory to
Him that sitteth upon the Throne"; and every redeemed sinner,
brought safely there by the merits of their dear Redeemer's blood, will
join the everlasting Choir and sing the everlasting song :,; Countless myriads hovering round Him,

With His praises rend the sky."
We shall never tire there of singing His praises!
seek unceasingly the grace of praise.

Beloved, let us

"Filled with holy emulation,
Let us vie with those above;
Sweet the theme-a free salvation,
Fruit of everlasting Love I"

The praise of all His saints!

R.

A TOUCHING story is told by a wounded soldier of the A.S.C. :" When on the Somme I picked up a Testament in the pocket of a
shattered coat on the battlefield. I read a verse the dead soldier
had marked, John v. 5. I had never read the Bible nor ever heard
of a Saviour before. I got so interested; when I had a small chance
I read more-John xi. 35; John xii. 32, and xix. 30. I can now
say, , He died for me.' What a Saviour! "
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THE GOD OF JESHURUN.
A SERMON PREACHED ON OCCASION OF THE NAVAL VICTORY OBTA.(NED
UNDER THE LATE ADMIRAL LORD NELSON, OFF TRAFALGAR,
21ST OCTOBER, 1805.
By THE REV. LACHLAN MACKENZIE OF LOCHCARRON (1754--1819).
" Not to thy Heroes, but to the God of Heaven, be the glory of thy victories,
o Britain! "
" There is none like tlnto the God of J eshw'un, Who rideth upon the Heavens
in Thy help, and in His excellency on the sky."-DEUT. xxxiii. 26.

THESE are some of the concluding words of the blessing wherewith
Moses, the man of God, blessed the tribes of Israel a little before his
death; and nothing more sublime can well be conceived, The children of Israel were a people highly favoured, The acts of power done
for them were astonishing beyond measure; their history is a detail
of such wonderful events as gratify the curiosity and entertain the mind;
and the hand of God is so conspicuous in them, that they raise our
thoughts to Heaven, The history of Scripture, at the same time that
it delights the imagination, also amends and sanctifies the heart; and,
except the Jewish nation alone, no people were ever more highly
favoured than Great Britain. Let us attend to the words of the text.
In the words just now read, we may observe the following heads of
doctrine :I. The name or title which God Almighty here assumes. He is called
the God of J eshurun,
11. The sublime description given of Him: "He rideth upon the
Heavens."
Ill. He cometh in His chariot in the Heavens to help His people.
I. He is the God of J eshurun, This word is a derivative from a
. word in the original language, which signifies" upright"; and God is
the God of the upright. He hath pleasure in truth and sincerity, Job,
in the Old Testament, and Nathanael in the New, are exhibited to our
view as upright characters.
First. The people of God are upright in heart.
Second. They are upright in their word and promises.
Third. They are upright in their dealings. It is no wonder, then,
that it is said that the Lord loveth righteousness, and His countenance
do~h behold the upright.
First;.. The' people of God are upright in heart. The heart is the
seat of everything good and bad. It is said of the wicked men before
the flood, that the imagination of their heart was evil continually.
And the prophet Jeremiah i.nforms us that the healt is deceitful above
all things, and desperately wicked. When God, therefore, touches the
heart, He makes it honest and upright. He promises" a new heart,"
and the new heart is honest to God and man. The royal penitent says
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that" God desrreth truth in the inward part." The upright, then,
confess their sins honestly to God from their hearts, and they forsake
them. They have no reserve in favour of a darling lust or appetite.
Now, other ~ople, though their tongues confess sin, retain it in their
hearts; and, therefore, God does not hear their prayer or approve
their conduct. Such characters come to hear the word of God, like
the people who consulted the prophet, fully bent upon doing their own
will. Even Balaam consulted God, though he loved the wages of
unrighteousness. But the upright man says from his heart, "Speak,
Lord, for Thy servant heareth Thee."
Second. They are upright in tlleir word and promise. The word
of a good man is sacred, and his promise ca.nnot be shaken. As he
thinketh in his heart, so he expresseth the truth. He does not think
one thing, and say another. His heart and his tongue agree. If he
passes a promise in word, he is not really so skilful in the ways of
iniquity as that he knows how to break his word. He is truly astonished
at the shifts and evasions which some people use to palliate their conduct, when they break promises: [Ananias and Sapphira]. If he
passes his promise, he has not an excnse ready at hand, in case it may
not suit his interest or his plans to fulfil his engagements. Such little
shifts his faithful soul would abhor; and thongh mean subterfuges
would often answer a present turn, he will not hurt his neighbour or
advance his own interest at the expense of truth. Nothing but the
providence of God will break the promise of an upright man.
Third. They are upright in their dealings. As the good man
would abhor to tell a lie, or to break a promise, he would despise to
deceive or disappoint his neighbour. In his intercourse with mankind, he will neither deceive, cheat, nor oppress another. Has he
promised anything 1 He will not do scme little thing merely to save
appea!ances. He will satisfy his own conscience; he will satisfy
mankind that he meant to be honest, and did not mean to deceive. He
knows that the religion which teaches him his duty to God, teaches
him also his duty to man. And he is conscientious in both; and he is
so, not merely to support a character before men, but from a pure
principle of genuine virtue and true holiness. The King of saints is
the God of Jeshurun. AB they are upright to God and men, He is
upright to them. Though exalted in the heavens, He looks with
pleasure upon such characters.
n. We have a sublime description of the God of Jeshurun: "He
rideth upon the heavens." This is His royal chariot. His chariots
are twenty thousand thousands of angels. In the first and tenth
chapter of the prophet Ezekiel, we have an account of the Providence
of the wonder-working God under the similitude of a chariot carried
and supported by chernbims. The wheels of the chariot were wonderful, and there was a "wheel in the middle of a wheel." Above the
wheels was a throne, and" the appearance of a man sitting upon the
throne." The delights of the Son of God were with the sons of men.
And the prophet, by the Divine Spirit, saw befoTehand the incarnate
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God in the throne of state in the heavens, riding by His providence in
this lower world. And though His providences are dark and intricate,
like a wheel within a wheel, yet righteousness and judgment are the
habitation of His throne. His throne is stable ,and immovable, though
the wheels of His chariot are constantly moving. Now, the wheels of
Him Who rideth upon the heavens are His secret and wonderful
providences.
First. Deep and unsearchable providences.
Second. Dark and mysterious providences.
Third. Humbling and cheering providences.
Fourth. Prayer-hearing providences.
First. There are deep and unsearchable providences. There is a
wheel within a wheel. There is such a concatenation of second causes,
of which we do not understand the effects. In the chain of events
there are so many links, and one thing depends upon another in such a
way, that the profoundest understanding is at a loss how to accolmt
for them. In the great machine of the universe-like a masterpiece in
mechauics-a small, and to human appearance, a trifling event, may
be the cause of the most extraordinary revolutions in Church and
State_ King Ahasuerus does not sleep. This defeated Haman's plot
and saved the Jews. And though it be the province of the historian
and politician to trace these things, it is the duty and the pleasure of
the Christian to see the hand of God in them. And these dark and
intricate events, which are sometimes beyond the ken and reach of
men and angels, are brought about by good and by bad agents and
instruments. Sometimes the plans of Providence are carried on by
good men, such as Moses, Joshua, and David. At other times, wicked
men carry on the designs of Providence, such as Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, Coosar, and Alexander. But how unholy characters briug to
pass the counsels of a holy God, is a depth beyond our line. That the
providence of God permits and concurs with the views of bad men, is a
truth revealed in Scripture. But why does He 'permit so many wicked
actions as are a disgrace to humanity 1 He does so for reasons that are
unknown to us. The pride, ambition, and revenge of bad men produce
wonderful events. The righteous Governor of the universe sometimes
makes use of them, as it is said the skilful physicians can convert poison
into medicine. "His ways are past finding out."
Second. The wheel within a wheel signifies dark and mysterious
providences. Joseph is sold into Egypt; his father believes that he is
torn to pieces, and mourns for him many days. He is accused by his
mistress, imprisoned by his master, and left to lie in a dlUlgeon. All
the bright hopes that his father and himself had formed of his future
greatness now vanish altogether. Unbelief may well say, Is this the
end of all his dreams 1 But notwithstanding dark and lmlikely
appearances, the wheels of Providence go right. Joseph, by this piece
of discipline, is humbled, and prepared and taught to hear his future
exaltation with an equal mind. And Joseph must suffer all these
hardships, to be the happy instrument of saving the holy family from
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whom was to descend the Messiah, in Whom all the families of the
earth were to be blessed. On Joseph depends the history of the Church,
from his own day to the end of the world. He is the first type of
wonderful providences; Moses is another. His nation is oppressed
and almost destroyed by the Egyptians. He is nursed in the King's
family, and has all the learning that Egypt can afford. By these
advantages, he is equally qualified to shine in the cabinet and in the
field. His abilities as a statesman, a general, and a legislator, render
him a fit instrument to avenge the quarrel of his kinsmen. And thus,
by the mysterious providence of God, Moses is drawn out of the river,
to drown the Egyptians in the waters of the Red Sea. And if we
. observe the history of Providence in a smaller scale, we may observe
wonders even in our own case and that of others. A clergyman, in
some part of Scotland, met with violent opposition before he entered
the Church. He was afterwards planted in the pulpit of the person
that was his principal autagonist, and settled in the centre of the Presbytery that gave him the greatest opposition. It often happens that
the opposition and ill-nature that people meet with is the cause of their
rise in the world. God bringeth down one and setteth up another as
He pleaseth. His judgments are a great depth. His providences
have a wheel within a wheel.
Third. There are humbling and cheering providences. The brave
troops of I):ing David gain a decisive victory over his rebellious subjects. But the victory is clouded to him by the death of his unnatural
son. This brings to his memory his own sins, and the awful fall of the
unhappy young man. The anguish he felt at the thought of his dying
in such a state is past description. And the victory the Israelites
gained over the tribe of Benjamin, is cause of deep humility and thanksgiving. And Britain has often gained a victory, at the expense of her
blood and treasure, as every victory almost is gained. So that if He
exalts us in one view, we have cause of humility in another. And
even in the present case, we have reason to rejoice with humility. We
have gained a glorious victory, but we have lost a hero. Well might
the King himself say, in the language of another royal personage, "I
am weak, though anointed king, for there is a prince and a great man
fallen this day in Israel." But we know the day that Samson fell, that
the Dagon of the Philistines was put to shame. And the day is coming,
and it IS not very far off, when the head of Dagon and both the palms of
his hands will be cut off. But can we say so without the spirit of
prophecy 1 Scripture is the language of inspiration, and these are its
strong and decisive words: "I have seen the wicked in great power,
spre&ding himself like a green bay-tree; yet he passed away, and 10 he
was not; yea, I sought him, but he could not be found." Now, such
great heroes fell for the punishment of their respective nations. And
if a sparrow does not fall to the ground without Divine permission, can
a hero fall in battle without the command of the God of battles 1
Surely not. The Man that sat upon the Throne had the direction of
the wheels, and they go at His Word. He knows best how long He has
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use for the courage and conduct of '" hero. He knows best when He
should hid the angel of death waft the soul of 8 great and good man to
the joys of immortality. The Man Who has the direction of the wheels
knows whether the life or death of a great man is most for His own
glory and the good of His people. If God gives every individual of
His people what is best, He merely gives what is bes& for His people in
general. And if He sees meet that the death of Samson is to be the
destruction of Dagon, and of thousands of the Philistines, Samson
must die. We are pleased with the destruction of our enemies, but we
should be also plen.sed with the way He uses for their destruction.
Now, this is for our good, becn.use it humbles us. Dagon will surely
be conquered, and his temple fall to the ground; but before this
.. happens, Great Britain must humble herself at the foot of the cross;
and one of the means to humble her is the death of her heroes; and
the death of her heroes will be the destruction of her enemies. May
God hasten the day.
Fourth. There are prayer-heai'ing providences. It cannot be said
that everything which happens to the Church or to individuals is the
answer to prayer. But, when there are prayers, there will be answers.
In a certain sense, indeed, it may he said that everything is the answer
of prayer, as they all pray for the glory of God. But we generally call
answers of prayer the things that happen after earnest and importunate
petitions. When one prays, there will certainly be an answer; bnt
when many pray, the appeara.nce of Providence will be remarkable.
The wheel will be terrible (Ezek. i. 18). When the angel took the fire
off the altar, and threw it upon the earth, there were thunderings,
lightnings, and an e8.rthqu8ke. When His people exalt their voice in
prayer, God exalts His voice in providence, f.nd sometimes by terrible
things in righteonsness. The answer of prf yer will sometimes shake
the nations. The Jews prayed for the return of their captivity. The
answer is, "Who art thou, 0 great mountain 1 Before Zerubbabel
thou shalt become a plain." The empire of the Babylonians fell, and
Cyrns proclaimed liberl y to 1;he people of God. Britaiu will pray, and
the temple of Dagon will fall. Britain is certainly destined by God to
do some great and astonishing thing upon the theatre of the world.
What it will be, we cannot take upon us to foretell. As mistress of the
sea, she is destined to break the hellds of the dragons in the waters, and
the head of leviathan in pieces. Leviathan is the monster of the deep,
a power in enmity to the people of God, and breathing vengeance to
Britain in particular. But God will put His hook in his nose, and
Britain will bring the monster dead to shore. Amen. Alleluia.
Ill. He cometh in His chariot in the heavens, to the help of His
people.
That God will hear and help His people is a comfortable Scripture
truth. But He has a set time for everything in nature and in grace.
There is a time for the rising and the setting of j.he sun-a time for the
ebbing a1id flowing of the tide-a time for sowing the seed, and a time
for reaping the h~ rvest. There is a set time for answering prayer;
35
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and to make this good, we shall lay before you the following trutlJs :First. He will assuredly help His people.
Second. He helps in time of need, when their power is gone, and
there is none other to help,
Third. He helps q, the proper time.
Fourth. He helps them, and that right early.
First. He will assuredly help His people. This is a truth th&t gaius
a kind of general credit with all rauks of Christians. But the persons
most concerned in it do not always find it easy to believe this truth.
We blame the Israelites for their incredulity; but, when we have water
to get from the Rock, we are as great unbelievers as they. Can we
deny t his, whether the di3tress be national or personal? In such cases,
in general, the first feeling of the hump.n breast is unbelief; and sometimes the fears and terrors raised by unbelief are extraordinary and
violent. But whatever our fears be, God is the help of His people.
Second. He helps in time of need, when their power is gone. In
many cases, this is the experience of His people; and this has often
been the experience of ~reat Britain. But they always rise superior"
to their troubles. Perhaps they do not get help till they come to the
brink of the Red Sea, and then a way is made for them to escape. He
will either help them to conquer their enemies, or destroy their enemies
by the right hand of His power.
Third. He helps them in the proper time. If He came sooner, His
hand would not be seen so much; and if He delayed longer, they
would entirely lose their hope. He sometimes comes suddenly, and
surprises them with His answer till their patience is tried to purpose.
Sometimes they cry nnder oppressions for years, aud sometimes a'
Samuel prays, and' God thunders upon the enemies f~om Heaven. But
whether the answer is hastened or protracted', what happens is best for
them. His chariot may be long in coming, bnt it will come and will
not tarry. And nothing hinders the wheels of His chariot but the sins
of His people.. The power of their enemies can never prevent Him.
But the coldness or jndiflerence of His friends may make Him delay
His journey. And if we wish to hasten His chariot: let prayer, watching, and purity have their full exercise.
Fourth. Lastly, He helps theJ;Il, and that right early. God will
destroy the temple of Dagon, and break in pieces the head of Leviathan,
the monster of the deep; and He will do this soon. He will help His
people right early; the word in the original is, "when the morning
appeareth." However long the night may be, the morning will appear
at last. I said, and I abide by what I have said, that Britain will
strike some great stroke upon the theatre of Europe. Is it because we
have our Nelsons, our Duncans, our Abercrombies, our Smiths, and
our Calders, etc. ~ This was not the language of David; himself was
a hero, and he had many heroes in his army; and does he trust in
,them ~ No! but he encourages himself in the Lord his God. Let us
hear himself: " For by Thee I have run through a troop, and by my
God have I leaped a wall." We have princes in Israel who wrestle for
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the blessing. These say, " Not to our heroes, but to the God of heroes.
be the glory." How came the children of Israel to conquer their
enemies 1 Because the God of Jeshurun was among them. Even an
idolatrous king calls the prophet "the chariot of Israel and the horsemen thereof." The prayers of His people are the bulwark of our
nation. They lay hold of the Rock of Ages, and even look above
prayers and meaus. Their prayers inspire our troops with courage,
and crown our arms with success. When Moses held up his hands, his
general Joshua prevailed; when he let them down Amalek prevailed.
Britain, take hold of the God of Jeshurun, and thy armies will always
prevail! He will come to thy help, and crown thee with success. But
content not thyself with the blessings of His lett hand: earnestly
aspire after spiritual blessings. If the eternal God is thy refuge, His
everlasting arms shall be underneath thee. He shall thrust out thine
enemies, and destroy them. In that case, the words of Moses may be
applied to thee--" Happy art thou, 0 Israel; who is like unto thee, 0
people saved by the Lord, the shield of thy help, and 'Yho is the sword
of thy excellency! And thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee;
and thou shalt tread upon their places." And now, 0 Britain, how
often has He from heaven helped thee 1 Thy deliverances were
wonderful. Victory and Nelson are thy own. The God of battles
was thy shield! and thy successes astonish the world. Thy God has
made thee the terror of tyraJ?ts, the glory of Europe, the mistress of
the ocean, and the depository of the Gospel of peace. How often has
he given. reason to thy heroes to cry, "The sword of the Lord and of
Gideon" 1 Not to thy heroes, but to the God of heroes, be the glory
of thy victories. Let Great Britain, therefore, from the King to the
peasant, cry out aloud, Salvation to our God. May God bless His
Word. Anlell.

"I WILL REPAY."
IN 1 Cor. ix. we find the Apostle vindicating his liberty and explaining
his position before those who, with all judgment and no mercy in their
eyes, watched his ways, and thought that he would more adorn the
doctrine of Christ by repressing or ignoring the spontaneous affections
and courteous kindnesses of life. But he had not so learned Christ,
and did not fall before their stricture~, though he laboured to show
that with God's power upon hinl, the honour and Gospel of Christ was
his dearest interest, and that without ostentation, he denied himself
for the welfare of the Church. He who could groan, " 0 wretched man
that I am," knew well enough what bondage was, without entrammelling
hinlself with self·imposed restraints that'profited no oue. He knew
that it was useless to give the fruit of his body for the sin of his soul,
and that the phariseeism of the pharisee had no glory in the eyes of the
Lord. In the course of his reasoning, he asks the question, Who goeth
a warfare any time "t his own charges l-mealling, presumably, that
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he had not gjven himself the office of apostle, and that his future welfare, as well as his present work, was in the hand of God. Is it not to
the comfort of the saints when they realize once in a while, in the
enlargings of the blessed Spirit, that their warfare is all at the cost of
Another, and that the way they take is not their own, but is the burden
of God their Father ~ A foretaste of the rest that remaineth is given
ffith the living, happy l'ealization that every engagement of whatever
kind, intensity, or duration, is the elltire interest of Him Who says, " I
have made and I will bear." But for the more part they leel, whatever
they know and believe to the contrary, that the responsibility is their
own, that they are left to serve by themselves-that they perish and
He is asleep. Yet they endure, their patience holds out, their prayers
are quickened, their faith grows, their love increases, and all becausewhatever they spend is the charge of the Lord.
Doubtless, ~ioses, to a greater degree than any other man, bore the
burden and heat of the day. He left the weariness and exercise of the
desert, to find himself the leader of the Hebrew host, "the people,"
God called them, " whom thou hast brought out of Egypt." For them
he judged, he toiled, he confessed, he mediated, yet was forbidden to
enter with them into the promised land. He spent and was spent, but
not of his own, and when the Lord at last took him to rest, his eye was
not dim, nor his natural force abated.
" 'Whatsoever thou spendest more, when I coJ1le again, I will repay
thee." That promise would have cheered the heart of the Shunamite
friend of Elisha. People would have thought that when at last she
had a son, she lacked nothing to complete her joy. But in her challenge
to the prophet, "Did I desire a son of my lord, did I not say, do not
deceive me!" she discloses the exercise of years, an undercurrent of fear
or an indescribable weight never before expressed. Underneath all,
there was some apprehension or weight, breathed only to Him, Who
alone could understand. But whatever she spent, in her impoverishing
she learned to say, " It is well," and the Lord retnrned with much more
than she had asked or thonght.
We might ask the question-" Who goeth a warfare any time at his
own charges!" and think of Him Who left His glory, r.nd alone fought
with sin, with death, with hell. But here we have the mystery of godliness. No one was ffith Christ when the angels ministered to Him in
the wilderness; He was withdrawn from His followers when the heavenly
messenger strengthened Him, ~till to be brought into deeper waters,
yet still to be mighty to save. Yet we know, feebly, darkly, aud n.t a
distance, that He wn.s One with the Father, and that the Spirit withont
measure was upon Him. We look back to the everlasting Covenant
of the eternal Three on behalf of the holy people, the redeemed of the
Lord, the sought out and not forsaken, and say with a sense of w1\l'orthiness and wantr"Though Thou from the curse hast freed us,
Let us not the cost forget."
FOLLOWER-OX.
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HOMECALLS DURING 1917.

,

ONE scarcely feels able to take up the pen to write the accustomed
article, now of many years' standing, and record a few of the names
of those who, during the past year, have been called 'hence. This
vast and long-continued war, with its awfully solemn toll of death,
doubtless ushers into eternity many who are redeemed by the precious
blood of Christ, and have long known and loved Him. But in the
pages of our GOSPEL MAGAZINE we are encouraged to write, remembering that the great Author of the One Blessed Book could speak of having
" a few names in Sardis "; and we in our small and diminishing circle
of loved friends, readers and relatives, are thus encouraged to 'remember
that the Lord speaks of "the fewest of all people"; the "little
flock"; "the one family in Heaven and in earth." So we may speak
of jndividualnames, known and loved by us, Thus, in the first month
of the year, the beloved ageq, saint, Mrs. Adshead, of Brighton, after
the long pilgrimage of 96 years, entered her eternal rest. Dear
" Nettie's" able pen gave us such a delightful account of our dear
friend, which is still fresh in our memory, and one loves to recall one's
visit to that aged, beloved friend, when in Brighton some few years
since, and think of her lively conversation on Divine realities, and the
keen interest she took in all things concerning the welfare of the Church
of God. She gave the writer that blessed and helpful book as a keepsake-Serle's "Hone Solitane "-which, she said, was some of her
" favourite reading of all her books next the Word of God."
Then in February we learned of, and lamented, the death of the Rev.
Thomas Connellan, ex-priest of the Church of Rome in Ireland, and a
faithful, meek, and humble follower and preacher of Jesus for many
years.
. •
In March, the aged Madame Lecoat, at the advanced age of 80, was
called to rest after her abundant labours with her husband, the faithful
Pastor Lecoat, amongst the Roman Catholics in Tremel.
In May, as a church, we at St, Mary-Ie-Port were the poorer by the
removal of dear Mr. Pitman, a meek and humble follower of the Lord
Jesus, and whose long, consistent life, and graciously-sustained spirit,
which was kept free from murmur and complaint during his long affliction, was such a lesson and encouragement for those who were privileged to visit him. His widow, who lovingly and tenderly and untiringly attended him, wrote afterwMds: "It is over three years since my
dear husband left his work in a very weak state, and very, very slowly
became weaker every day. His eyesight and hearing kept fairly good,
but his speech left him. (He would write upon the slate some precious
statements, and thus hold communion with dear servants of God who
saw him.) He loved you as he loved your dear father, and one of his
choicest books was your dear father's' Portion, Petition, and Praise.' "
Mr. Pitman survived his godly son but a week or two, and both were
laid to rest in sure and certain hope, by our beloved Rector, the Rev.
A. J. Day, at Arno's Vale.
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There were losses during this month also in the Evangelical Church
and in the army, _known indirectly by us, whilst in the following
month (June) the aged and beloved mother of oue of our fellow-worshippers was gently gathered iu her 94th year. Mrs. Leiff, of Suffolk, was
blessedly enabled to glorify God by a loug and consistent life, adorning
the doctrine of God, her Saviour, for over eighty years. The last time
that friends called in to inquire for her, her daughter, fearing it might
be too fatiguing, hesitated; but the aged saint bid them come in, and,
when together, she remarked, "We are enough for a prayer-meeting,"
and each in that little chamber led in prayer and praise. Then the
aged saint poured out her heart unto the God of all her pilgrimage,
commended her dear ones to His keeping, and prayed for the Icing and
country, and for our brave sailors and soldiers. It was the last time
they met on earth! Snddenly the call came, and in much mercy, the
weary pilgrim" was not, for God took her."
In July, the- much esteemed and faithful servant of Christ in the
Protestant Reformed Church, the Rev. Conrad Green-so many years
Vicar of Holy Trinity, Buxton-laid down-his armour, and fell on sleep,
and was gathered to his fathers, whilst in the following month the
veteran soldier and "good soldier of Jesus Christ" also, Colonel
Bouchier Savile, a friend of the late beloved ~ev_ James Ormiston,
and a prominent figure on the Clifton Conference platforms, after
many weary months of increasing weakness, ent€red his eternal rest
at the ripe age of 98 years.
Another faithful soldier in active service, lfance-Corporal WaIter
Sangar, son of our beloved friend the Rev. J. M. Sangar, died for his
king and country in October_ His dear aged father sorrows not as
those without hope. "He was a son," writes his godly, gracious, aged
father~ "who never caused me one moment of unhappiness. Over
twenty years ago, he wrote to tell me that he had been' born again.'
He was the only son who ever did so. And I have often connected this
. fact with something that happened in 1878 when WaIter was born_ At
that time, that saintly lady, Miss Emma Baker (long since departed)
was one of my choicest friends. She was what the world calls a most
extreme Calvinist, and she powerfully attacked, ,through the press, all
that was Arminian, especially those small doses of heresy that creep
into the discourses of some well-known Evangelical men.
"Well, I wrote to inform Miss Baker of WaIter's birth, and she wrote
congratulating me on the event, and confidently calling the dear babe
, a son of God to be manifested in due time.' Her words have proved
blessedly true, and I cannot help thinking that she mnst have had a
God-given presentiment as to WaIter's future. Very sweet was his
testimony to the faithfulness of God in answering prayer. He wrote
word, that in his first battle he was awfully frightened, that he looked
up to heaven for help, and then enjoyed the sweet experience of being
, very neat to God.''' So our beloved friend, Mr. Sangar, is comfocted
of God in this loss, and has the joyful ailticipatioll of meeting his dear
son again in that tearless world._
•
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And beloved readers, there is yet one name to record, and it is written
from a very sacred tender spot, as I mention my beloved sister, Ellen,
who after one brief week, in the midst of an active, useful life, lived so
unselfishly for others, was so unexpectedly removed from us in the
early morning of Oct. 1st. "From a child," it could be truly said of
.her, she had" known" and loved" the Holy Scriptures." Our dear
friend, Mr. Sangar, goes on to say in the same letter quoted from, and
in referring to oUl' bereavement, "Yes, indeed, I do remember the
'little Nellie' of 1864, when I, with my first dear wife, paid your
grandmother, Mrs. Wigenton, a farewell visit. It was the only time I
ever saw her in her childhood. And I have never forgotten how
quickly, at her grandmother's request, she chose a hymn for us to sing
before saying good-bye. The chosen hymn was" 'Blest be the dear uniting love
That will not let ns part'., !
My dear sister was always very jealous for the doctrines of grace,
and could not bear error. She loved those who loved the Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity and truth, and she leaves behind many a sweet
written testimony to that grace which bought and led and kept her to
the end. "KEPT" was her" golden word," and she was indeed kept
unswervingly to the end, and is now at rest. She and our beloved
friends of whom we have been writing know nothing of the horrors of
this war which so troubled them. They in His Presence rest, and are
in unutterable peace. And cannot we rejoice above our sorrow, and
smile through our tears, as we listen to the inspired word, "WriteBlessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth; yea,
saith the Spirit, that. they may rest from their labours; and their
works do follow them." May the Lord, in His gracious, all-tender
compassion, bear up His mourning ones, and enable them to rejoice
for the blessedness of those for whom He has shortened tribulation's
day, and gathered them from tIllS wreckage of a world, reeling and
I'Ocking in the throes of war! When we think of " them that sleep in
Jesus," oh, does it not cause our mourning hearts to rejoice and " hope
to the end for the grace to be brought unto us at the appearing of Jesus
Christ " ~
R
BETHANY MEDITATIONS.

•

,

I HAVE just been reading St. John xi. It is a chapter which is so
sacred to the hearts of many dear readers on account· of the relation
of the extreme tellderness of Jesus in human sorrow-tenderness joined
to power. And though the chapter is so familiar, yet I would fain
dwell upon some features in it, under the leadership of the Holy Spirit.
Who will guide us into all truth.
At the beginning of the sweet, simple story, we read that the Bethany
sisters were in sore anxiety coucerning their beloved brother's sickness,
and they sent to Jesus about it to let Him know. Just what we ought

.
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to do always: tell Jesus everything. Jesus heard and Jesus loved.
We do not read that the sisters asked Jesus to come to them, but seut
the brief pathetic message, "Lord, behold, he whom Thou lovest is
sick," a message containing adoration, " Lord"; prayer, "behold" ;
the incentive, "he whom Thou lov~st"; the tl'Ouble, "is sick."
Jesus heard. He heard the touching appeal, the appeal to His heart,
'" He whom Thou lovest." It is expressly stated in verse 5, "Jesus
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus." Therefore this plea called
not only to His pity, bnt to His love. Yet, contrary to human expectation, instead of starting off immediately to hint, " He abode two days
still in the same place where He was." Dear reader, is not this just in
line with our experience many times 1 He seems indifferent to us,
when all the time He is carrying out His own glorious plan far beyond
our present conception. Jesus did not go to His diseiples as soon as
the ship began to toss in the sea, but in "the fourth watch of the
night," between three and six o'clock in the morning, just before
dawn. When Jairus came beseeching Him to go to heal his little
daughter, He lingered on the way dispensing His healing grace, Not
until she died did He enter the house. And when the Syrophoonician
woman sought His power for her daughter, not tU1til He had tested
her faith did He grant her request. And in this case Jesus A,-new, yet
"abode still two days," kuowing and loving all the time. "Then
after that saith He to His disciples, Let us go into Judea again." His
disciples remonstrated with Him, believing it would not be safe for
Him, but His tender heart was brooding over Lazarus the loved one
and his sisters, and Jesus explained the object of His desire to go into
J ndea. "Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go that I may awake
him out of sleep." \ So Jesus came, We kuow the sequel. "Jesus
saith," and saith unto hm'-it was a personal word. Here follow the
words which have comforted the Lord's family in all ages when moumrug the loss of dear ones, " Thy bl'Other shall rise again." Thy brotherstill thine-Thy lnotheT, not simply he, but thy brother. Again we read,
Jesus said unto her, " I am the Resurrection and the Life." I, even I.
Note, dear reader, the" I." It is very significant. Later on, in His
memorable prayer, He expresses the one'ness of Himself 'and His
people, " I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in
one." Thus He is one with His people in all things. In Him they
have life, peace, resurrection, and glory. "I am the Resurrection and
the Life." Lazarus is one with Me. He is in Me, and therefore perforce
must rise. But His purpose now was to show the power anel glory of
God in bringing back the four days dead one to life. It was a special
resurrection, impossible with man, but possible with God. How much
greater the glory than if He had hastened to Lazarus when He was
first told of the sickuess, and healed him before death!
We note next, "Jesus saw," verse 33. Saw what 1 Saw Mary
weeping, and the Jews also which came with her weeping. He saw,
dear reader. And was He unconcerned 1 No, we read next that
" Jesus, wept," and there is a world of tenderness in those two words.
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Jesus, Jesus wept, wept with the mourners, wept for them, mingled
His weeping with their sorrow. Though He knew their tears wou[p.
soon be dried, He saw and He wept. There must have been something
very, very intensely pathetic in His weeping for the Jews, seeing it
said, " Behold how He loved him."
After the stone had been taken away which secured the grave, then
"Jesus lifted up His eyes," those weeping eyes, and prayed to His
Father. Full of faith, full of praise, was tills brief prayer. "Father,"
the dear name of love, "Father, I thauk Thee that Thou hast heard
Me, and I knew that Thou hearest me always; but because of the
people willch stand by I said it, that they may believe that Thou hast
sent Me." Then the word of command, "Jesus cried with a loud
voice, Lazarus come forth." He called him by name. He will call
you, dear reader, and me, by name, to arise to live with Him.
We read later on that He went to a supper with Lazarus, and He
will sit down at the Feast with us. He will drink of the fruit of the
vine in His Father's kingdom (see St. Matthew xxvi. 29). " I say unto
you I will not drink henceforth of the fruit of the vine until that day
when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom." That day,
the marriage supper of the Lamb. "I am the Vine. Ye are the
branches." It will be a mutual feast.
Reader, we are almost at the close of another year of grace, a memorable year' to so many of us. It may be that even yet, ere it close, the
coming Saviour wiII manifest Himself to His believing people. We
cannot tell. But whether He come, or whether He tarry, we do well
to ponder the way He has led, and to look forward with joyful hope
and strengthened faith. During all thi~ year of 1917 we can say,
Jesus heard, Jesus loved, Jesus knew, Jesus enlightened, Jesus came
to deliver, Jesus saw my sorrow, Jesus wept with me, Jesus communed
with me and rejoiced with me. He partook of my joy as well as my
sorrow.
"Torn from Himself I cannot be,

His Blood the sign of peace to me."
Thus united to Him in sacred, Covenant bonds, you and I know,
dear reader, that He will be to us and for us in the fntnre, as in the
past, nay more, until the day dawn when we see His face with joy
in unending glory.
"We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that's to come."
Let us look up and be of good cheer, for om Redemption draweth
nigh.
NETTlE.
" 0 LORD, close mine eyes to the world, since the friendsillp of it
is enmity with Thee."-George Cowell.
" WOE be to the people where the pulpit gives no utterance to the
deep things of God; they will grow lean from want of nourishment,
and sad from lack of comfolt."-C. H. Spurgeon.
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CARLYLE ON

DR.

JOHN

OWEN.

IN his Introduction to his book of Cromwell's Letters and Speeches,
Dent's edition, Pitge 7, Carlyle says: "But tbe thing we had to say
and repeat was this, That Puritanism is not of the nineteenth century,
but of the seventeenth; that the grand unintelligibility for us lies
there. The Fast·day Sermons at St. Margaret's Church, Westminster;
in spite of printers are all grow!:; dumb [a wish father to the thought
of many a modern Socinian as well as Carlyle !]. In long rows of
little dumpy quartos, gathered from the bookstalls, they indeed stand
here bodily before us: by human volition they can be read, but not
by any human memory remembered. We forget them as soon as
read; they have become a weariness to the soul of man. They are
dead and gone, they and what 'they shadowed; the human soul, got
into other latitudes, cannot now give harbour to them. Alas, and
did not the honourable,Houses of Parliament listen to them with rapt
earnestness, as to an indisputable message from heaven itself 1 Learned
and pain~l Dr. Owen, learned and painful Dr. Burgess, Stephen
Marshall, Mr. Spurstow, Adoniram Byfield, Hugh Peters, Philip Nye:
the printer has done for them what he could, and ~Ir. Speaker gave
them the thanks of the House :-and no most astonishing review
article, or tenth-edition pamphlet of our day, can have half such
'brilliancy,' such 'spirit,' 'eloquence' - such virt"e to produce
belief, which is the highest and in reality the only literary success-as
these pOOl' little dumpy quartos once had. And behold, they are
become inarticulate quartos, spectral, and instead of speaking, do
but screech and gib1:)er! All Pmitanism has grown inarticulate; its
fervent preachings, prayiugs, pamphleteerings, are sunk into one
indiscriminate moaning hum, mournful as the voice of subterranean
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- winds. So much- falls silent; human speech, unless by rare chance it
, touch on the 'eternal melodies,' and harmonize with them; human
action, interest, if divorced from eternal melodies, sinks all silent.
'fhe fashion of this world passeth away." Yea, but 1 Peter i. 25
says, "The word of our God abideth for ever."
So we find this edition, issued ten years ago, with all these disparaging
remarks concerning Dr. Owen, specially from the author's pen in his
Introduction, and yet notwithstanding he was compelled to give forth
to England and to all nations, Cromwell clothed in his apparel of
simplicity and Godly sincerity.
But as if these unjust and disparaging remarks concerning Dr.
Owen's preaching and sermons were not su1licient, 10, another writer
of an Introdnction is called in to show his opinion also. If Carlyle
has consigned Dr. Owen's sermons to subterranean caves, this other
has in pages xii, xiii manifested all the rage and enmity of a baffled
Arminian against Calvin, and the whole doctrine of which he was so
eminent and able an expositor: the doctrine of sovereign grace. It
is a truth that men of darkened understanding in the truth and things
of the Spirit of God tremble not at such Scriptures as, "He that
toucheth you, toucheth the apple of His eye," and, "Their sword shall
enter into their own heart, and their bows shall be broken." That
the Church of God in England was more abundantly blessed with
grace, and more richly endowed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit, in
the seventeenth century must be admitted, but that it was altogether
destitute of these in the nineteenth must be denied. "There are no
two men," said J. E. Philpot, a nineteenth century man, "that so
knock the pen out of my hand as Dr. Owen and William Hnntington,"
the first a seventeenth and the latter a nineteenth century man. Here
Carlyle has overlooked the fact that the militant Church is ;subject to
change in the time state, and that even within the compass of the
first century, the Church was seen at one time and place fail: as the
moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with bamlers; and
at another place and time, so low, as to have but few names even in
Sardis which had not defiled their garments with error in doctrine or
practice. It is much with the Church of God in the Gospel dispensation
as it was with the Church of the Kings and Chronicles, when in times
of prosperity, great, mighty, and wonderful things were done, whereby
God was magnified in all His deliverance of His people; and other
times- when wicked kiJlgS reigned, tnrned to idolatry, and were brought
low for their iniquity. And surely the hand of a God in Covenant
is to be seen, admired, and acknowledged in keeping His elect people
alive in time of famine, as it is in a cjay of prosperity, for He hath set
the one over against the other to the end that man should find nothing
after him.
" The Fast-day Sermons of St. Margaret's Church, Westminster, in
spite of printers are all grown dumb!" No, not to God's presentday qnickened and hnngryelect. But oh! how the hand of Jehovah
is to he admired in the fact that in the very city where a century pre-
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viously papal Rome had gloried iu the greatness of her power, idolatries,
superstitions, masses, blasphemous fables, and dangerous deceits, the
Gospel-the glorious Gospel of the blessed God-should in her chief
high places be sounded forth by a man raised up and qualified to do
it, as the well-named" prince of English Divines," Dr. Owen, God
in this way, among others, fulfilling His Covenant purposes.
Nor did Messrs. Johnstone and Hunter, Publishers, London and
Edinburgh, and those that employed them, see with Carlyle that
" they have become a weariness to the soul of man. They are dead
and gone, they and what they shadowed," when only five years after
he thus spake of the works of the Puritans, they published these very
sermons of Dr. Owen in beautiful modern type and style, giving also
the notes, dates, and thanks of the House of Commons. These sermons,
together with his other writings, including his seven volumes on the
Epistle to the Hebrews, sent forth recently by other publishers, no,\,
find a peaceful harbour in the bookcases and on the shelves of many
readers who, taught of God, do often take them down to edify and
refresh their souls. Yea, and what could be more useful and instructive to-day in view of this dreadful war and conflict of nations than to
heal' Dr. Owen's sermon, preaehed before Parliament in 1649, on the
text, "And tllis word, yet once more, signifieth the removing of
those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those
things which cannot be shaken may remain" (Heb. xii. 27). He says,
"To what degree in the several nations this shaking shall proceed I
have nothing to determiue in particular, the Scripture having not
expressed it. This only is certain, it shall not stop nor receive its'
.period before the interest of Antichristianity be wholly separated from
the power of those nations." All taste for these sermons and their
substance, says Carlyle, is now obliterated and gone, "sunk into one
indiscriminate moaning hum." No, indeed, nor are they like Cowper's
names of little note :11

Leth::ean gulfs receive them as they fall;
And dark oblivion soon absorbs them all."

Not so, say our modern, enterprising pnblishers; not so, say those
among us who have eyes to see and ears to hear, who buy the truth
and sell it not, and to whom Dr. Owen's sermons are as fresh and
liviug to-day as they were in 1650. Our Established Church is to-day
filled with Popery, and our Nonconformist chapels with the neology of
German Socinianism.
But we read in Haggai that, in his days, " The Lord stirred up the
. spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the
spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech the high priest, and the spirit of all
the remnant of the people, and they came and did work in the house
of the Lord of hosts their God."
God had in His holy providence joined these two servants of His,
and what He hath joined together let not man put asunder. So in the
latter days the same eternal Jehovah joined together in His work, and
for its advancement, His two servants Cromwell and Dr. Owen, and
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without a doubt they were as a couple of horses in the chariot of the
Gospel, and by their united labours the saints might say"I'm in the heavenly chariot brought
Through all opposing harms."
So, .
U

In Zion's Qut-works still to raise
Protestant princes who always,

As manage~ by God's mighty arm,
Did guard the Church from outward harm.
" While the Spirit, by the Word of Grace,
Did new-create the chosen race;
For whom His special grace appears

In feeding them by overseers;
" And though the Papists oft did plot
Against the Church, it came to nought;
For God Himself maintained our ca.use,

And saved us from the lion's paws."-Ditton.
"Now I know how it is," said:Queen Elizabeth, "that my County of
Suffolk is so well governed, when I see you magistrates and ministers
so working together." He that went forth with Zerubbabel and Joshua
in building ilis temple of old, was again seen in mighty works, furthered
by Cromwell in the field of battle, and with him Dr. Owen, a minister
of our God, whose feet, as he stood up in St. :i\fargaret's pulpit, were
beautiful upon the mountains of Zion, and are to this day in his published sermons. And is there not room and scope to-day for a sight of
our magistrates bearing not the sword in vain by working with ministers
of Truth and setting themselves against rampant wickedness 1 ,Ve
find, then, that not six years had elapsed, before these" poor little
dumpy quartos" had, by the instrumentality of Johnstone and
Hunter, sprung up afresh into a new and vigorous circulation, to be
no less a standing witness against Carlyle's remarks, than to remind
him of a couplet of his own Scottish psalm"His truth at all times firmly stood,
And shall from age to age endure."
We do much admire Carlyle in his terse and graphic account of the
battle of Dunbar. Nothing could be better than these words for the
occasion: "Hundred-and-seventeenth Psalm at the foot of the Doon
Hill; there we uplift it, to the tune of Bangor, or some still higher
Bcore, and roll it strong and great against the sky :H I

0 give ye praise unto the Lord,

All nations that be;
Likewise ye people all, accord
His name to magnify!
11 I

For great to-usward ever are

His loving kindnesses;
His truth endures for evermore:

The Lord, 0 do ye bless!'"
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As Carlyle then would have that Psalm rolled strong and great
against the sky, after he had written in disparagement of Dr. Owen's
sermons, which have not found the fate he predicted, so God, in His
providence, has made those sermons to-day, to be a Spirit-given testimony, to roll along with the stream of time, strong and great against
all His adversaries, that set their mouth against the heavens, and
whose tongue walketh'through the earth.
Birkenhead.
G. A.
WAYSIDE JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.
IN the present war, the greatest and most terrible of all wars, instruments and methods of destruction, torture, and death have been
invented, aud employed by one nation and, of necessity as it would
seem, utilized by others, until one wonders where it will all end! Can
we be surprised that the battlefields have been described again and
again as " Hell" 1 Of the world-war foretold in Rev. xvi. 13, 14, we
read: "And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the
mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the
mouth of the false prophet. For they are the spirits of devils; working
miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth, and of the whole
world, to gather them to the battle (Greek, war) of that great day of
God Almighty." , Truly, the present war, whether it be that predicted
war or not, is of Satanic origin. In times past, as doubtless also in
this Church age, 'God has used war as a means of punishing nations for.
their iniquity, as in the case of Amalek, of whom it is written, Exod.
xvii. 16, "Because the Lord hath sworn that the Lord will have war
with Amalek from generation to generation," or according to a remarkable reading in the margin, "Because the hand of Amalek is against
the throne of the Lord, therefore the Lord will have war with Amalek
from generation to generation."
In Brown's "Dictionary of the Bible" (Edition 1830) there is the
following note on Amalek: "The destruction of Amalek is but a faint
figure of the awfnl vengeance which will be poured out on the nations
that know not God, when He arises to shake terribly the earth."
Solemn words.
Satan-sin-death is the invariable sequence with regard to all
those who are on " the broad road that leadeth to destruction." But
our God will vindicate His ways, accomplish His purposes, and bring
glory to His great Name, even through sin and Satan. He is overmling all in infinite wisdom, and will bring good out of evil. And,
finally, the great deceiver of mankind, the evil one, will meet his doom
(Rev. xx.).
.
But if God declared to Cain, "The voice of thy brother's blood
crieth unto Me from the ground" (Gen. iv. 10), how much more must
the blood of the myriads slain during the past three years cry unto
.
Him 1
•
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When a great war is being waged, there seems to be an instinctive
feeling among professing Christians that the end of the age may be
approaching, and men's minds are turned more earnestly to the study
of the prophetic Scriptures. Can we account for this ~ May it not be
that it is partly because of our Lord's words in Matt. xxiv. 6, 7, and
more perhaps because of a deep consciousness that at times of great
slaughter, or widespread ungodliness, God is likely to interfere, as of
old, as, for example, in the case of the first murder (Gen. iv.), the
deluge, and the destruction of the cities of the plain (Gen. vi. and
...
XVlll.

21)

~

.

I have been much impressed with the fact that in' Luke xxi. 9 (and
similarly in Matt. xxiv. 6, and ~iark xiii. 7) the Lord's words are:
" But when ye shall hear of wars and commotions, be not terrified;
for these things must first come to pass; but the end is not by and by
(i.e., immediately).". Then, in verse 10 we read: "Then said He unto
them "-this would seem to refer to quite a different period, viz., that
which is called" the beginning of SOlTOWS." (or travail, R.V., or birthpangs)-" then said He unto them, NATION shall rise against NATION,
and KINGDOM against KINGDOM." This is very characteristic of the
present wal', and being so, seems to show that we are at the very
beginning of the end-time (Greek, UVVTfAEla- end-time, Matt. xxiv.
3). How great, then, the need that we should heed the exhortation,
" Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from (among) the dead, and
Christ shall give thee light. See then that ye walk circumspectly";
or better, perhaps, as the R.V., "Look therefore carefully how ye
walk, not as unwise, but as wise" (Eph. v. 14, 15).
Is the hope of Christ's return a real hope in our hearts ~ Are we
" looking for that blessed hope, and the appearing of the glory of our
great God and Saviour Jesus Christ" ~ (Titus ii. 13).
The signs of the end-time seem to increase! Our Lord declared:
" As it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son
of Man. They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were
given in 'marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the
flood came, aud destroyed them all. Likewise also as it was in the
days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they
planted, they builded; but the same day that Lot went out of Sodom,
it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all.
Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed'"
(Luke xvii. 26-30). Surely there never was such a time of marrying
and giving in marriage, as the present, as the illustrated and other
daily newspapers testify; and also of building, as witness the schemes
that are rife for the building of workmen's houses and cottages after
the war! The Lord's words, quoted above, teach that His return will
be altogether unexpected by the world in general. "For as a snare
shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth"
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(Luke xxi. 35). " For when they shall say, Peace and safety; -then
sudden destruction cometh upon them" (1 Thess. v. 3).
At the moment of writing, one learns with great thankfulness that
the King has appointed the first Sunday in the New Year, Jan. 6th,
1918, to be observed as a day of national prayer and thanksgiving.
One wishes that it had been practicable to appoint a week-day for this
purpose, when all bnsiness could have been suspended;· but we must
be thankful that, at last, after having been so long delayed, a day has
been appointed by the highest authority. For it is evident that amid
many mercies and deliverances, God's chastening Hand is still stretched
out against us and our Allies.
SEVINGTON RECTORY,
ROBERT J. NOYEs.
ASHFORD, KENT.

======

THE KING'S CALL FOR UNITED PRAYER.
DAY OF INTERCESSION, J,AN. 6, 1918.
THE following letter fr.om His Majesty the King appeared in the Daily
Telegraph on Nov. 8th, 1917. We rejoice that at last a Day of Prayer
has been appointed by the highest Authority in the land, and we trust
that the day may be devoutly and humbly observed throughout the
whole of the British Empire.
"To MY PEOPLE" The world-wide struggle for the triumph of right and liberty is .
entering upon its last and most difficult phase. The enemy is
striving, by desperate assault and subtle intrigue, to perpetuate the
wrongs already committed and stem the tide of a free civilisation.
We have yet to complete the great task to which, more than three
years ago, we dedicated ourselves.
" At such a time I would call upon you to devote a special Day
to Prayer, that we may have the c1ear-sightedness and strength
necessary to the victory of our cause.
" This victory will be gained only if we steadfastly remember the
responsibility which rests upon us, and in a spirit of reverent obedience ask the blessing of Almighty God upon our endeavours. With
hearts grateful for the Divine guidance which has led us so far
towards our goal, let us seek to be enlightened in our understanding
and fortified in our courage in facing the sacrifices we may yet have
to make before our work is done.
"I therefore hereby appoint Jan. 6th-the first Sunday of the
year-to be set aside as a special day of prayer and thanksgiving
in all the churches throughout my Dominions, and require that
this Proclamation be read at the services held on that day.
"GEORGE R.!."
•
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THOUGHTS ON PSALM CXIX, 112-119.

By THE REV. W_ LUSH, A.K.C., RECTOR OF STRETTmi.EN.LE-FIELD,
ASHBY-DE-LA,ZOUCH.
(Continued from page 522.)
VERSE 112. "Incline my heart to do Thy statutes to eternity." Only
Jesus could so speak-we need our hearts to be inclined even to think
a good thought; hut He kept the commandment with a perfect heart.
Happy they who see in Him their wisdom, righteousness, sanctificatiou, and redemption, and are content to he FOUND IN HIM.
Verse 113. "I hate vain thoughts, but Thy law do I love." The
Hebrew word for "thoughts" is from a root which signifies "to
move," as the tops of trees, because as they wave and are in continual
motion, so are our thoughts, says an old writer; and Ainsworth takes
up the same idea, saying, " It hath the name of top branches of trees,
figuratively applied to the thoughts or opinions of the mind, wavering
and uncertain," but the generally received opinion of modern writers
is that. the word has reference rather to unstable persons-waverersmen of divided and unstable minds; such as are referred to by the
Apostle James, " A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways" ;
and which includes sceptics and sceptical notions, as opposed to the
certainty of God's Word. See 1 Kings xviii. 21: "How long halt ye
between two opinions? If the Lord be God, follow Him; but if Baal,
then follow him."
"Thy law do I love." What a mark of a renewed mind! " I
delight," said Paul, "in the law of God, after the inward man." Where
are we, reader 1 The contrast is very marked-hatred and love-for
love and hatred are the two great affections of the human mind. Since
the Fall they have been misplaced; as good old ~Ir. Chamherlain, of
Leicester, used to say, "We are born with our backs to God and our
faces to the world; in regeueration we are tumed with our faces to God
and our backs to the world."
Verse 114. "Thou art my secret place and my shield. I hopefully
wait fOT Thy word." "Whoso dwelleth in the secret place of the Most
High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty." To have a secret
place from temporal calamities, from spiritual evils, and from eternal
death, is the privilege of all God's children. "The perfections of God,"
says Gill, "are chambers of retreat and safety to His people, where
they may hide themselves and be safe till such calamities are over"
(Isa. =vi. 20; Psa. lvii. 1). It is well, moreover, to be protected
from avenging justice, from Divine wrath, from the rage of Satan and
the fury of men (Isa. xxxii. 2, xxv. 4), and to have our life hid with
Christ in God, so that we can not be hurt by etemlil death; and this
is the happy portion of every believer, who not only has Jehovah as a
secret place, but as a shield, to protect from all dangers, and preserve
from every enemy; the love and grace, the power and strength, the
truth and faithfulness of God, being the saints' shield and buckler
36
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(Psa. v. 12, xci. 4; 1 Pet. i. 5). The hope of the Psalmist was first in
the Incarnate Word, and secondly in the word of promise.
Verse 115. "Depart from me, ye evil-doers, for I will keep the commandments of my God." The sense is not that he will testify his gratitnde by adjuring all communion with the wicked, but that his assurance
of Divine protection relieves him from all fear of his wicked foes. Such
was the resolution of Joshua--" As for me and my house, we will serve
the Lord." In the highest sense, the words belong to Him Whose meat
and drink it was to do His Father's will, Wh9 alone could say, iu all its
integrity, "I have kept My Father's commandments, and abide in His
love" (John xv. 10).
Verse 116. "Uphold me according to Thy promise, and let me not be
ashamed of my hbpe." "Uphold me in Thy ways, that my footsteps
slip not "-; uphold me in Thy arms, from sinking under difficulties;
uphold me with the right hand of Thy righteousness, from fainting amid
discouragements and in trying ·circumstances. What encouragement
for such a prayer, when grounded upon so.blesseda promise as Isaiah
xli. 10-" I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness."
Of the Man Christ Jesus it is said, " Behold My Servant Whom I uphold"; how much more, then, do we need to be upheld; the result of
it is no less than that eternal life, which shall evidence that we have
no cause to be ashamed of our hope; for hope maketh not ashamed,
because the love <if God is shed abroad in our hear~s by the Holy
Ghost, which is given us; yea, the Lord Jesus Christ is our hope
(1 Tim. i. 1); and when Christ Who is our life shall appear, then shall
we also appear with Him in glory; therefore they shall not be'
ashamed that wait for Him, neither ashamed nor confounded, world
without end.
Verse 117. "Sustain me, and I shall be saved, and I will look to Thy
statutes always." "I need Thy presence every passing hour"; and
consequently the idea of weakness, as expressed by the poet, and
realized daily by the believer :"Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it.

Prone to leave the God I love"is the thought here, and one closely allied to that in the last verse. One
can not but be struck with the vast knowledge of the evil of their hearts
which the saints of God in old time possessed; and it strikes me, reader,
that this led to a fuller committing of oneself to the hand of God for
ke~ping, than is the result of that spirit of independence in these latter
days, which seems to suggest that, if we do so much, God will make up
the remainder. Not that I would be here thought for one moment to
discountenance or discourage watchfulness, or in any measure inculcate
a spirit of sloth-much less of fatalism-for the diligent soul shall be
made fat; but what I do inculcate is, that the most blessed position
is to feel.
"If for a moment Thou withdraw,
That moment finds me break Thy law."

•
•

The Gospel Magazine

, 563

That so, out of weakness, we may be made strong, alid learn that
" except the Lord keep the city, 'the watchman waketh but in vain."
The result of such a course of action is salvation,. and a looking-having
respect, regard-to the statutes of our God as a rule of conduct, until
we receive the end of our faith, even the salvation of our souls.
Verse 118. "Thou despisest all those straying from Thy statutes, for
a lie is their deceit." Some would render the sense, "their exaltation
hath proved an illusion"; but the true sense of the passage, according
to Bishop Horsley, is, " for their cunning hath been fallacious," that is,
it hath deceived themselves and brought on their ruin. Thus, such
are objects not only of disapprobation but of scorn; because, in
attempting to deceive others, they deceive themselves.
Verse 119. "As dross hast Thou made to cease all the wicked of the
earth, therefore I love Thy testimonies." The verb in the first clause,
which occurs in its primary sense in Psalm viii. 2, is applied to the purging out of leaven at the Passover (Exod. xii. 15), and to the extirpation
of wild beasts (Lev. xxvi. 6). The wicked, consumed with the fire of
God's wrath (see Ezek. xxii. 18-22; Prov. xxv. 4, 5), thus suddenly
perish and come to a fearful end. What a solemn view of things, to
think of these judgments inflicted on the ungodly-aye, it may be on
those nearest and dearest to us by the ties of nature aud affection-if
they die in their sins; and, rising above all earthly affections, be able
to say, " therefore I love Thy testimonies" (see Matt. x. 37).
(To be continued.)

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY:
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-The tide of sorrow still rolls onward, and our hearts
are made sad at the ever-increasing roll of killed aud wounded in this
terrible war. Nevertheless we can rejoice that there is "a remnant
according to the election of grace," and that God is dispensing His
grace to poor needy sinners who are" the remnant of His heritage."
To Him be the glory. A friend writes: "I thank you for your Report.
I enclose P.O., and hope to send parcel of books for distribution.' I
should not like to send anything but what is full truth. I long to see
this warfare ended. Surely God's sore judgments are upon our guilty
land, but His chosen are blessed and must be. I have two sons in
France now, and one was killed last year; he was a noble youth, and
I believe now for ever with the Lord."
A friend who visits the hospitals writes: "You very kindly sent me
a parcel of small Testaments for distribution among our soldiers. So
far as I can judge they have been placed in the hands' of men who
valued them and would read their contents. Our wounded are con-
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tinually coming home for treatment and rest, and the opportunities
are abundant for supplying those who have lost everything with a copy
of God's Word. In so many cases the lU\ln are eager to have one in
place of the one lost in France. I remember one young fellow saying,
'I lost my Testament, but picked np one or two in the trenches, bnt I
should like one of ·yours to take the place of the one given to me when
I went out.' . In sOlUe cases I have been asked for a pocket Bible.
One man said, 'I want to read the book of Job in the light of to-day!'
I was glad to be able to snpply the need. He was one who knew the
Lord Jesns. My supply has almost come to an end, and I am jnst
writing to say I should welcome the arrival of a further snpply, if
quite convenient to you to send them. It is my privilege to visit in
three hospitals each week, so that I come in contact with many of the
brave snffering fellows."
A Missionary to Sailors writes: "We are always delighted to have
the books you so kindly send me. The little Testaments I gave to
both soldiers and sailors. They were so neat, and good type; it
made them acceptable. Some Christians have been asking me for
more magazines. My supply is out, and I would be very thanldul for
more. My prayer is that our Father in heaven may abundantly bless
your labour of love. The time is short, the Lord is at hand. May He
find us faithful, and watehing for His coming."
Numbers of appeals are reaching me, and help is needed in every
way.
Yours sincerely,
6, Sti"ling Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bath Road, Bristol, Nov., 1917:"

1lh:oUlltant lleacon.
1'>'"EO-EVANGELICAL CLAIMS.
By THE REV. E. G. BOWRING, M.A., RECTOR OF PELDON, NEAR
COLCHESTER.
A BEACON is for warning. This portion of the Magazine is, therefore,
the right place in which to call attention to the grave need of remonstrance against certain proposals which are anti-Protestant and therefore anti-Scriptural, for true Protestant teaching is synonymous with
Bible teaching.
NEO-EVANGELICAL CLAIMS.
There is a party amongst the EvangeliCll-l clergy and laity who
desire to " remove some of the ancient landmarks which their fathers
have set" (Prov. x},.-ii. 28, xxiii. 10), and to obliteraj;e some of the distinctions between the Ritualists and the Evangelicals in the Established
·Church. There are .questions of doctrine and ritual involved; indeed,
the two are inseparable.
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The points at issue are (amongst others): (1) The use of the material
cross; (2) The use of candles when not needed for purposes of light;
(3) The Eastward Position in the Communion Service; (4) The adop- .
tion of some of the Higher Critical theories about the Bible. Those
who advocate compromise on these matters assert that t4ey are not of
fundamental importance. But they are all associat!ld with the Rome.ward drift of the Tractarian movement, or with loose and indefinite
views as to the supreme authority of Holy Scripture.
1. The use of the material cross and candles is contrary to the
practice of our martyred Reformers and of their successors.
" All crosses to be utterly defaced, broken, and destroyed," was one
of Archbishop Grindal's instructions to the laity.
The cross is worshipped by the Romanist with the highest degree of
worship (Iatreia), with the same grade of worship which he gives to
Christ or to his wafer-god in the Mass. This fact alone should warn
Evangelicals against placing the cross in their Churches in a position
similar to that which it occupies at the east end of a Roman Catholic
Church. It is associated with their" altars," and tends to assimilate
a Communion table to an altar, and consequently to lessen the
contradiction between the Lord's Supper and the Mass. The Cross
was the instrument of Christ's death, on which He became a curse for
His people; it meant the bruising of the heel of the woman's seed by
the serpent, and is therefore most unsuitable for a Christi~n place of
worship. It diverts the mind of the worshipper from the spiritual
to the material, from the Risen Christ Who was raised again for our
justification, to an image the use of which is contrary to the Second
Commandment. If Paul could say, "Though I have known Christ
after the flesh, yet henceforth know I Him no more," what has the
believer to do with the material cross 1 It can be no help, but only
a hindrance to spiritual worship. The primitive Christians. never made
or used the unage of the cross.
2. The use of candles stands on much the same ground, savouring of
sensuous worship. Can we imagine the Apostles USUlg caudles except
for the purpose of light 1 A Cln'istian writer, Lactantius, ;<s late as
the fourth century, says: "Is he then to be thought in his right mind,
who offers for a gift the ijght of candles and wax tapers to the Author
and Giver of light 1 "
,
.
Latilner, the martyr, in his celebrated" Sermon on the Plough,"
says, "Where the devil is resident and hath his plough going, there
away with books and up with candles. . . . Away with the light of tIle
Gospel, and up with the light of candles, yea, at noon-days." The
first of Edward the VIth's Injunctions of 1549 expressly forbad light
Ul the following words, "That no minister do counterfeit the Popish
Mass, as setting any light upon the Lord's board at any time."
3. The Eastward Position in the Communion Service. This is a
practice which the neo-Evangelicals are prepared to condone and even
to adopt. It involves standing with the back to the people, and on
that ground alone should be reprobated by all Gospel ministers. We
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do not know of any Protestant Communion in England whose ministers
adopt this attitude of turning their backs upon the Lord's people. The
plea urged in excuse ·of the practice that it is appropriate for clergy and
people all to fMe the same way, without distinction, in addressing
prayers to Gpd, compels the answer that God is not to be localized as
though He were in the east end of the Church.
.
Moreover, it is impossible for the minister who takes the Eastward
Position during the Prayer of Consecration to break the bread" before
the people," as required by the rubric, so that the bulk of them can see
this action. .
The Romanizing party in the National Church invariably adopt this
position, which is the position of a sacrificing priest. How blind aud
ignorant are those ministers who adopt it or condone it, whilst protesting that they have .no sympathy with Romaniziug tactics!
The Christian minister does not belong to auy distinctive sacerdotal
caste, he has no propitiatory sacrifice to offer, Christ having offered
one sacrifice for sins for ever, and because He continueth ever, having
an unchangeable or intransmissible priesthood (Heb. vii. 24).
It would be a betrayal of their heritage for Evangelical Churchmen
to adopt or sanction these practices or to encourage the introduction of
the cross into their Churches. These things have been introduced
with disastrous results into the Protestant Established Church by the
Ritualistic party. Th~ plea that many High Churchmen are approximating to Evangelical doctrine; and must not, therefore, be repelled
by a rigid attitude as regards the cross, candles, and the Eastward
Position, is met by anticipation by Hooker, in a case where compromise'
was demanded. He says, "Tell us not . . . that ye will read our
Scriptures, if we will listen to yOUl' traditions, that if ye may have a
Jlfass by permission, we shall have a Communion with good leave and
liking. .. . He cannot love the Lord Jesus with his heart which
lendeth one ear to His apostles and another to false apostles, which
can brook to see a mingle-mangle oheligion and superstition, JUinisters
. and massing priests, light and darkness, truth and error, traditions
and Scriptures."
4. As regards the plenary inspiration and authol~ty of Scripture,
there ought to be only one opinion amongst Evangelicals, and that
should ~e, that" all ScriptUl'e is given by inspiration of God, or is Godbreathed." Luther's assertion that the Epistle of James is an epistle
of straw," merely shows how grievously a good man may offend in
word, when he ventures to doubt the supreme authority of each and
every part of the Scriptures. The beginning of strife about the
authority and inspiration of God's Word is as when one letteth out
water (Prov. xvii. 14).
There is need of much prayer that God may in His infinite mercy not
allow the can'dle of Evangelical Trnth ill the Established Church to be
dimmed, but that it may burn more brightly than ever to the praise of
the glory of His grace.
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SOQIETy.

A. NEW ill~strated booklet, entitled "Sunset," has just been issued,
and will be found suitable for enclosure in letters; 100 copies for 6s.,
or in smaller quantities. This is one effort among others which the
Committee are using to foster and increase living interest in. the Society
in these days of stress. If any friends do not feel able' to purchase,
free copies will be willingly sent for judicious distribution..
We are indeed thankful for the growing s.upport we receive from
Bristol. The Rev. Arthur J. Day, RA., the Rector of St. Mary-IePort, and Mrs.. Day are faithful friends, and an excellent collection
from the church has recently been remitted. . The Board rejoice that
they have the sympathies of Mr. Ormiston's successor, and that the
churchworkers and congregation are one with Mr. Day in their attachment to the Institution. The Sale of Work at the house of Miss Ruth
Cowell resulted in the wonderful total of upwards of £43, exceeding
the previous sales. The proceedings were overshadowed by the
illness of Miss Ellen Cowell, who has since entered her heavenly rest.
In gratefully acknowledging the invaluable services of Miss Ruth
Cowell and the ladies associated with her, the Committee would record
their sympathy and prayers that in her darkened home their dear
friend may realize the sweetness of the Lord's balm-words of love.
Collections after sermons have been made at many places, among
which may be named the Circus Church, Portsmouth, .Sevington
Parish Church, Five Ash Down Chapel, and Devizes. These Houses
of Prayer have histories attractive to all who love the Doctrines of
Grace; to the Revs. H. Siviter, R. J. Noyes, B.D., Thos. Martin, and
J. P. Wiles, lIL<\.., the Committee express their thanks.
In Mrs. Eliza Brock, who has recently entered into the joy of her
Lord at the advanced age of 87, the Society has lost a true aged pilgrim.
During the last few years of her life she worshipped at Streatley Hall,
Brondesbury, but was brought to a knowledge of the truth, more than
seventy years ago, under the ministry of J oseph Irons, and was a
member of Grove Chapel, Camberwell, to the end of her days. She
was an intelligent and well-taught Christian, and her life and conversation were fragrant with the Gospel. Thus this Institution links
past and present, and on the basis of New Covenant Truth, and around
the Person of our once crucified but now exalted Lord, desires in
humble dependence upon our Triune God to minister to His aged
people and be a centre of attraction for the children of God who are
scattered abroad.
" For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love,
which ye have showed toward His Name, in that ye have ministered
unto the saints and do minister." The sick, the frail, the aged, the
blind, the suffering, whose pains unfit them often for thought, and
who, after the age of 70, live in what are aptly called the" borrowed
years "-these all call for our sympathy.
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HYMNS. By the REV. JAMES ORMlSTON. With a Brief Memorial
Note.. Pp. 35. Price, post free: paper covers, Is.; cloth, Is. 6d. ;
cheaper for quantities. (Direct from Miss L. Ormiston, 3, Berkeley Square, Clifton, Bristol.)
These are choice hymns indeed. They are full of spiritual marrow
and fatness. As might be expected, they are rich in Gospel truth. 'The
much-esteemed Author was well known to all our readers. Many have
listened to his voice expounding those precious doctrines of grace dear
to his heart. Many were born again through his testimony. Thousands
were built up and established in their most holy faith through his
writings. For many years he fed large numbers with the spiritual food
of God's Word by his articles as Editor of this Magazine. Some,
perhaps, will be surprised to learn that he was a hymn writer of no mean
order. The hymns written by him have been collected together
" nnder one cover" for the first time. Some of them were snng at the
Clifton Conferences. This is notably the case in reference to the
hymn beginning, " Lord, how tender is Thy mercy," and we are thankful that the really beantifnl tune to which it was snng is printed in this
dainty and beautifully-got-up volume. The author of the tune is the
late Dr. Bullinger. A tonching and beautiful memoir of the Rev.
James Ormiston, occupying five pages, precedes the hymns. We hope
this book will have a wide circulation. As a Christmas gift it would
be warmly welcomed by members of the household of faith.
THE COVENANT OF GRACE. Price 6d.; by post 7d. (Rev. Henry
Atherton, The Parsonage, 100-102, The Grove, Camberwell(
London, S.E.5. Also C. J. Farncombe & Sons Ltd., 30, Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, E.C.4.)
This is lj. Report of the papers read at the Sovl!reign Grace Union
Conference, held in Grove Chapel, Camberwell, in May last. The great
theme was the Covenant of Grace. This was dealt with in various
aspects by the Revs. W. Walmsley, J. E. Hazelton, Thomas Houghton,
R. J. Crump, J. W. Tobitt, and Wm. Sinden. At the conclusion there
is an ably-written and informative paper on Calvin's " Christian Insti·
tutes," and its Inflnence on the Reformation, by the Rev. J. P. Wiles.
In these days the great truths connected with the everlasting
Covenant are very seldom heard from our pulpits. Large numbers
of ministers seem to know nothing about the Covenant. The writer of
this review never heard a sermon on the subject till he preached one
himself, yet there can be no right apprehension of the Gospel without
a knowledge of the Covenant. We feel sure that our readers will
value these Conference papers.
END OF VOLUME LIl.-NEW SERIES.
BRI8'l'OL: PRDn'ED BY JOHN WRIGBT .lND SONS LUllTaO, 8TO....B BRWGE.
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