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THE GREAT WAR ENDED.
" The Lord ha,th done greaJ, things for us; whereof we aj'e glad."PSALM cxxvi. 3.

"THE Armistice was signed at five a.m. this morning, and
hostilities are to cease on all fronts at eleven a.m. to-day." This
was the historic and intensely welcome announcement made by
the Prime Minister of England (Mr. Lloyd George), through the
Press Bureau, on the morning of Monday, November 11, at 10.20
a.m., in the year of Our,LORD 1918. The Great European War
has thus at last come to an end. Our hearts are full of gratitude
and praise 'to our covenant GOD for this long-looked-for and longdesired event. Another article had already been printed for our
" Family Portion," but we felt that our foreword in our December
issue must have reference to the termination of the greatest war
in the history of this sin-stricken earth. For four years, three
months, and seven days this war has raged. The battlefields of
Europe, Asi:;,. and Africa have been deluged with blood. Many
have been burnt alive in the air, and multitudes have perished in
the sea. The war has been carried on in the aerial heavens above,
on the earth beneath, on t!J.e sea, and under the sea. Millions of
brave men have perished. Millions more have been wounded.
Thousands have perished from famine and pestilence. We our-
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selves have lost a dear son. Our publisher has lost a dear son.
Loved ones known to our kind fellow-helpers and probably loved
ones known to our many readers have been slain or wounded or
interned. Sorrow has entered every home. The smallest villages
as well as the largest cities have contributed their quota to the
innumerable multitude of those who have suffered in this war.
It has indeed been a solemn and a sad time. Even now, when our
hearts are rejoicing that at last peace has come, there is the thought,
expressed to us by a postman this morning who had lost a son,
that the peace cannot restore to us the brave sons and husbands
who have been taken from us. Their places are for ever vacant,
though there is the immense consolation that those who have
died in the LORD are now sharing th~t fulness of joy which is
the portion of those who are "present with the LORD."
We must not, however, dwell on the sad side of this awful and
never-to-be-forgotten conflict among the nations of the earth.
The LORD hath now done great things for us, whereof we are glad.
His own right hand and His hory arm hath given us the victory
over our national foes. In our remarkable thanksgiving service
held last evening (Nov. 11) in our village church we read the fifteenth
chapter of Exodus, and we, as well as Moses, may now say, " Thy
right hand, 0 LORD, is become glorious in power; Thy right hand,
o LORD, hath dashed in pieces the enemy" (v. 6). 0 wh.at reason
the LORD's' people have to be glad.
They have reason to be glad at the remarkable display of the majesty'
and righteousness of God.
The war has been a Divine judgment upon all the nations of
the earth, but we' are convinced that the crime of precipitating
the world into this dreadfU,1 catastrophe lies mainly at the door
of Germany. Pride, arrogance, and militarism, together with a
flagrant disregard of all law-human and Divine-have marked
the rulers and leading men of that great and powerful empire.
But there is a GOD that judgeth the earth. Nations and individuals
who rebel against Him cannot do so with impunity. "Those that
walk in pride He is able to abase." "Though hand join in hand,
the wicked shall not be unpunished." Let us stand in awe as
we behold the proud Emperor of Germany hurled from his lofty
throne, and as we behold the thrones of other smaller potentates
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tottering to their downfall. How appalling are the changes now
taking place in Germany! How awful may be the results of the
revolutionary elements now let loose. Ranging ourselves humbly
and meekly on the side of our righteous and holy GOD we may
rejoice at this marvellous display of His righteousness and the
mighty deliverance which He has given us from enemies. The
leading article in to-day's Daily Telegraph (Nov. 12) well says
(and thank GOD it does say it): "Our proper attitude surely is
one of silence and awe, as we see GOD'S judgments executed, the
Divine laws vindicated-to prove that there is a justice which
never sleeps, and a moral government of the world which, though
often baulked and delayed, never fails to assert its everlasting
authority."
Secondly, the Lord's people have reason to be glad at the remarkable
recognition of the goodness and power of God whid the signing. of
the Armistice has evoked.
-From the balcony of Buckingham Palace our beloved and gracious
King George said to the enormous crowds who gathered in front
of the royal residence on the ever-to-be-remembered November
11: "With you I rejoice and thank GOD for the victories which
the Allied arms have won, and have brought hostilities to an
end and peace within sight."
From Qne of the windows of No. 10, Downing Street, the Prime
Minister appeared and said to the crowds in this historic street:
" You are well entitled to rejoice. The people of this old country,
the people of the allied countries, the people of our overseas
Dominions and of India, have won a great victory. The sons and
daughters of the people have done it. They have won an hour of
gladness. This country has done its duty, and such a triumph
for liberty has been secured as the world has never seen before.
Let us thank GOD for it."
At the historic scene in the House of Commons on the same
day, Mr. Lloyd George, after reading the terms of the Armistice,
moved, " That the House do immediately adjourn until this time
to-morrow, and that we, the House of CommoDs, proceed to
St. Margaret's to give humble and reverent thanks for the great
deliverance of the world from its great periL"
Mr. Asqnith said: "As the Prime Minister has said, there is
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nothing we can do under conditions so unexampled than for the
House, on behalf of the nation, to acknowledge our gratitude to
ALMIGHTY GOD." Accordingly the House of Commons marched
in procession to St. Margaret's Church, and the House of Lords
joined them a little later. Thank GOD for this.
From the balcony of the Mansion House the Lord Mayor of
London said: "Now, as citizens of a Christian nation, I think we
should sing the Doxology, and I ask you to join me in doing so."
The crowd then sang, " Praise GOD from Whom all blessings flow."
At the Stock Exchange business was suspended and voices were
hushed when twelve o'clock struck, and the large gathering of
members sang the" Old Hundredth."
" At the Bank of England, .shortly after eleven o'clock, the
Governor, Deputy Governor, managers of departments, and
members of the staff assembled at the Lothbury entrance and
sang the 'Old Hundredth,' the National Anthem, and the
Doxology." Ten thousand thanks indeed be unto our GOD that
on a day of victory unexampled in the history of our beloved
country our King and so many in authority gave unto our GOD
the honour due unto His great and glorious name. Thank GOD,
too, that the Daily Telegraph, in its second leader on November
12, and we hope othe,r newspapers also, recognized that gratitude
and praise are due unto the GOD of heaven and earth. That paper
wrote: "We may well thaDk GOD humbly for the grace and
strength which have enabled us to pass through the fire, emerging
into the new era which is now dawning with all the dearly bought
lessons of four and a half years of war as our lodestar in facing
the uncharted future, with its tangle of peace problems."
Truly, dear readers, "The LORD hath done~ great things for
us; whereof we are glad." Let us praise and bless and magnify
, His holy name. To Him be the glory.
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR.

" YES, as to every circumstance in life, I leave them all in His dear

hands, with a sweet assnrance that He will provide for me and mine
in time, and.at last bring us home to glory, through the riches of free
and sovereign grace."-Dr. Doudney.
•
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THE EXCLAMATION OF THE SAINTS WHEN THEY SEE
THEIR LORD.
" And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God,. we have
waited tor Him, and He will save us: this is the Lord,. we
have waited tor Him, we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation."-IsAIAH xxv. 9.

"THE coming of the LORD draweth nigh." That we may assert
without any hesitation. It was true when James wrote the words
in his Epistle. It is true to-day. Every day brings us nearer to
this glorious event. The night is far spent and the day when the
LORD shall come is at hand. No date is given in the inspired
Scriptures when this stupendous event will take place. Present
events are doubtless leading np to it. Signs of its approach are
visible. The War is making it likely that events, which prophecy
teaches must precede the LORD'S coming, are likely to 'take place
in the near future. For example, the last three chapters of
Zechariah indicate that the Jews will be established in Jerusalem
before the LORD comes. (See Zech. xii. 9, 10, and Rev. i. 7).
The success of British arms in Palestine and the promises of the
British Government are likely to produce remarkable results both
in Palestine and Mesopotamia. Thus Bible students are intensely
interested in what is happening, and although Scripture points to
increasing apostasy from GOD and His truth, and to abounding
iniquity and lawlessness, prior to the return of CHRIST from heaven,
the hearts of GOD'S waiting people leap for joy as they contemplate
the appearing of the glory of their great GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS
CHRIST. The words which stand at the head of these" Notes"
need to be taken with their context. They are a prophecy
yet to be accomplished. They will be fulfilled at a specific time.
They will be said "in that day." What day 1 The day when
the LORD "will swallow up death in victory." The day when
the LORD "will wipe away tears from all faces." The day when
the rebuke of His people Israel shall be taken away (Isa. xxv.
8). The vel'se just quoted teaches that the swallowing up of
death in victory and the taking away of the rebuke of GOD'S ancient
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people are coincident events, not, we believe, as some would teach
us, events which have a period of years between them. And when,
it may be asked, will these events take place? When will the
LORD swallow up death in victory? It will be on the resurrection
morning when the LORD descends from heaven and the dead in.
CHRIST shall rise. The Apostle Paul expressly says, "When this
corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall
have put on i=o'rtality, then shall be brought to pass the saying
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory" (1 Cor: xv. 54).
When that.wondrous event takes place at the coming of the LORD,
then the risen and glorified Church, beholding her Divine LORD,
shall say, "Lo, this is our GOD; we have waited for Him, and He
will save us: this is the LORD; we have waited for Him, we will
be glad and rejoice in His salvation." Consider what these words
denote.
1. They denote the saints' recognition 01 their Lord and Saviour.
When He descends into the air, when they are caught up to
meet Him, when they see His face, they will say, "Lo, this is our
GOD." Many of them will not have seen His face, but when they
behold Him, the central figure among all His holy angels who will
then accompany Him, they will at once recognize Him. They
will then own Him as " the mighty GOD, the everlasting FATHER,
the PRINCE OF PEACE." They will adore Him as "over all, GOD
blessed for ever" (Rom. ix. 5). 0 the blessedness of that wondrous
sight when our LORD shall come in power and great glory! In
resurrection and glorified bodies the saints shall see His face.
They shall be satisfied when they awake in His likeness.
2. They denote the saints' admiration 01 their Lord.
In admiring wonder they w.ill point to Him and say, " Lo, this
is our GOD." This is He Who undertook before the foundation of
the world to be the Surety of the everlasting Covenant. This is
He Who, as the Messenger of that Covenant, frequently appeared
in Old Testament times to unfold and to foretell its blessings.
This is He Who through the SPIRIT testified beforehand His own
sufferings and the glories that should follow. This is He Who in
the fulness of time came forth from His FATHER and revealed
His will. This is He Who became obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross. This is He Who, though He was rich,
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yet for our sakes became poor. This is He Who loved lIB and
gave Himself for us. This is He Who was wounded for our
transgressions and bruised for our iniquities and with Whose
stripes we are healed. This is He Who quicJi:ened us by His
SPIRIT and saved us by His grace. This is He Who loved us
and washed us from our sins in His Own blood. This is He
Who delivered us from the pit of corruption. This is He Who
kept us by His power, guided us by His counsel, and Who hath
now raised us from the grave and pennittedus to behold His
glory. Behold Him, ye saints of GOD. Feast your eyes on Him.
He is fairer than all the children of men. He is "the chiefest
among ten thousand." He is "altogether lovely."
3. They denote the saints' appropriation of their Lord.
Do you ask, "Who is this who hath descended from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the tl1lmp
of GOD·~" We answer, "This is our GOD." He ·is not everybody's GOD. Many will say to Him in that day, "LORD, LORD,
have we not prophesied in Thy name·~ and in Thy name cast out
devils ~ and in Thy name done many wonderful works ~" But
He will profess unto them, "I neve~ knew you: depart from Me,
ye that work iniquity" (Matt. vii. 22, 23). Oh, can we say, "This
is our GOD" ~ Can we say, "My Beloved is mine and I am His" ?
There is a mutual relationship between CHRIST and His people.
He says, "They are My people," and they say, "This is our
GOD" (see Exod. vi. 7; 2 Cor. vi; 16).
4. They denote the saints' present attitude in regard to their Lord.
They are waiting for Him. They are longing for His return.
This has ever been the attitude of the true people of GOD. J acob
said, "I have waited for Thy salvation, 0 LORD" (Gen. xlix. 18).
Job said, "I know that my REDEEMER liveth, and that He shall
stand at the latter day upon the earth: and though after my
skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God"
(Job xix. 25, 26). David said, "As for me, I will behold Thy
face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied when I awake with
Thy likeness" (Psa. xvii. 15). Simeon waited for" the consolation
of Israel" (Luke ii. 25). Joseph of Arimathea "waited for the
kingdom of GOD" (Luke xxiii. 51). The Corinthian saints came
behind in no gift, "waiting for the coming (Gi., revelation) of
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our LORD JESUS CHRIST" (1 Cor. i. 7). The Thessalonian saints'
waited for GOD'S SON from heaven, eyen JESUS their Deliverer
from the wrath to come (1 Thess. i. 10). Hence, when at last
the day of the LORD'S coming shall have dawned, His saints in
all ages will say, "This is our GOD; we have waited for Him."
Many other things have occupied our thoughts. Business,
Christian work, domestic sorrows, national and world-wide convulsions have all claimed our attention, but ~mid them all we have
waited for Him. He has been the supreme Object of our thoughts,
and for His glorious return we have longingly waited.
o. They denote the saints' confidence in their Lord.
"He will save us." They have been taught that" Unto them
that look for Him shall He appear the second time without sin
ttnto salvation" (Heb. ix. 28). They have known that GOD had
not appointed them to wrath but to obtain salvation by the LORD
JESUS CHRIST (1 Thess. v. 9). When, therefore, they behold His
face, they express their confidence that He will now fully save
them. He will see to it that they shall hunger no more, neither
thirst any more. He will deliver them for ever from sorrow and
sin, pain and death, and all tears shall be wiped away from their
eyes.
6. Finally, these words denote the saints' joy in the Lord.
"We will be glad and rejoice in His salvation." Even now
they rejoice in Him. They rejoice in the hope of the Glory of
GOD, but then joy unmixed with sorrow, joy abiding and eternal,
will be their portion. They are bidden to rejoice now, inasmuch
as they are partakers of CHRIST'S sufferings; that when His
glory shall be revealed, they may be glad also with exceeding
joy (see 1 Pet. iv. 13). Then the ransomed of the LORD shall
return, and come to the heavenly Zion with songs and everlasting
joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away (Isa. xxxv. 10). How different
the exclamation of the saints in that day and the exclamation of
those who will say to the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us, and
hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from
the wrath of the LAMB: for the great day of His wrath is come;
and who shall be able to stand ~ " (Rev. vi. 16, 17).

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR.
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HOME·CALLS DURING 1918.
WHAT a sacredness and restfulness comes over one as the thoughts
travel to, and the pen records, the Home·going of the saints! Guests!
yea, royal guests of the Lord God Almighty! They have heard His
VOIce : -

"Come in, thou blessed. sit with Me,
With My own blood I ransomed thee;
Come, taste my perfect favour."

They have put on their dazzling white robes of royal apparel, and
are clad in the righteousness of their Redeemer ehrist. They have
learned full well by sight now what they believed by faith, that His
Heart of Love was longing for that; moment when He should see the
fulfilment of His desire, "Father, I will that they also, whom Thou
hast given Me, be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory,"
and they are there in the glory, and have done with sin and death for
ever! They have" arrived," as is the telling expression of certain
converts in a once heathen country as told by one of their missionaries.
Whenever one of their circle of kindr'ed or friends die in the Lord,
they just exclaim with a measure of confidence and gladness: "Our
brother, our sister, has arrived"; so truly do they realize that being
born from above and for above, as all the saints of God are, they are
now returned to their native country. And so, beloved, once more
it is our sacred privilege to take up the pen and record another year's
Home-calls. But they are many, and of many we do not make
mention, as they were probably unknown to the circle of our MAGAZINE
readers, and one's thoughts travel to the battlefield in East and West,
where much redeemed dust now lies. Yet a few names may be familiar,
whose lives have left a fragrance and influence that will long speak.
Thus, in the first month of the year, the aged servant of her Lord
who had long waited through the weary years of extreme old age,
at last in the 'Lord's own tinre received her summons to lay down
the tired body and be clothed with immortality, and Mrs. Longman
fell asleep in Jesus, faithfull,y and tenderly nursed to the end by her
devoted maid and friend in the Lord. One of our fellow-worshippers,
very swiftly, in the midst of life, in one brief hour, the godly Mr.
Astley-Weston was translated in the same month. He had but
recently remarked to his devoted and gracious partner in life, " , My
Kingly King in Zion, my presence doth command.' That word sends
a thrill through me. It is something to be commanded to His
Presence," recognizing, as he did full well, the absolute sovereignty
of his King Jesus. Thus he, who had taught, preached, and expounded,
and who had influenced by a long, godly. and consistent life, gladly
laid all down when his ,summons came and his King commanded him
to court.
,
The Church of God suffered a great loss, too, on the 30th of January,
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in the removal of the beloved Rev. William Lush. True he had
arrived at the ripe age of eighty-three years, but dear Mr. Lush was
one of the few remaining links with the past; one of the few faithful
sentinels on the walls of Zion, and we loved his letters and his choice
expository articles in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, as also his "fellowship
in the Gospel." This dear aged servant had prepared his sermons
for the coming Lord's day, but he was not permitted to preach them,
for he had a seizure in the morning and never recovered consciousness.
Had he been permitted to preach, the text selected was Col. i. 12-14,
"Giving thanks unto the Father," etc., singularly and becomingly
fitted for his bst utterance fQr so long a life and ministry.
In June there passed away, at Southport, the Rev. J. B. Waddington,
whither he had retired from Low Moor in 1910 after an abundant
life of usefulness in the Gospel, faithfully protesting and contending
for the faith once delivered unto the aints. He, too, entered into
rest at the ripe age of eighty-three years.
A very touching allusion in The English Ohurchman of July 11,
by S. A., tells how suddenly the Rev. David Catt, M.R.A.S., Incumbent
of Emmanuel Reformed Episcopal Church, Gunnersbury, and Assistant
Secretary of the C.P.D., had departed to be with Christ. Only thirtythree years of age, and from his earliest days devoted to the cause
of truth, helping his esteemed father and furthering every effort to
spread Gospel truths in their simplicity and entirety, he was truly to
be mourned. He fell a prey to the prevailing epidemic iufluenza,
and his place is not easily filled. The Lord, as we see so constantly
and unmistakably, is fast garnering His" wheat," and this wilderness
world is losing the" salt," which causes us to search our hearts by
our Lord's own question, " Nevertheless, when the Son of man cometh,
shall He find faith on the earth 1 "
The Church of England (I refer to the Evangelical portion of it),
suffered yet another loss the next month, when in July the Lord's
loving, humble-hearted servant, the Rev. F. Bishop, of Trinity
Church, Torquay, was removed from the Church militant to the
Church Triumphant.
On September 6, at 10.0 a.m., Mr. David Mannering, after a long
pilgrimage and weary waiting, entered into life more abundantly
at the ripe age of eighty-four. He was a friend of the beloved late
Rev. James Ormiston, a link with those earlier days, and one whose
place cannot be filled. During a long illness his beloved and devoted
partner was enabled, by Divine grace and strength imparted her, to
nurse him to the end, and he was never so restful as when she was
with him, and consequently full of praise at the enablings of her God
and his! Towards the end he seemed in great soul trouble (and he
was one who all his lifetime was subject to fears), but in the evening
some help was evidently given, for" he looked at me," wrote his dear
partner to her sister-in-law, "most earnestly, and said with much
assurance, ' I feel I shall be in heaven,' whilst previous to this, ' hope'
was always, his word. I repeated that verse of Hart's :-
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" , Heaven is that holy, happy place,
Where sin no more defiles;

Where God unveils His blissful Face,
And looks, and loves, and smiles:
and for the lil'st time he seemed at rest. It was very hard to leave
him at night, but nurse E - so urged it that I got to· bed for a time.
At 3 o'clock, when I went into his room, directly dear David caught
sight of me, he beckoned me to come, and when quite close to him,
he quite shouted, 'Heaven for me! Heaven for me! and you, too,
dear.' I was so amazed at his voice, because it had become so weak
we had <;lifficulty in hearing him."
And so another ransomed soul
has gotten the victory and is now singing" Worthy the Lamb."
On September 22, Mrs. Brewster, of Devizes, an attached reader of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, was swiftly summoued to her eternal rest.
A meek, humble, and deeply-taught child of God, whose quiet walk
and conduct adorned the doctrines she loved, she was much valued
by those aI'olllld her, and I always came away from that little sacred
parlour behind the shop, after my visit to her, feeling edified and cheered
and with my heart warmed. Mrs. Brewster was in her place at chapel
on Monday evening, and walked and talked with the dear friend who
gives me this information, in her usual health. How little did they
both think, as the hands -.vere warmly grasped, that it was earth's
farewell! For during the week she was takeu ill; medical aid was
summoned, but all proved unavailing, and she slept in Jesus on
Saturday, 22nd.
We have yet to record that another of. our late dear Editor's
ministerial friends has passed away. .The English Churchman of
October 3 refers to the death of the Rev. J. G. Gregory at the advanced
age of ninety-one years. "He was widely known for his cultured,
faithful, earnest, and devoted labours in the exposition and promulgation of Evangelical and Protestant trnth in Brighton, and subsequently
Leamington. He was greatly beloved, and his ministry at both places
highly valued."
'.
Thus we read of one here and another there, more or less directly
known to us, gently gathered, safely garnered. A beloved correspondent (Miss A. W.) writes of a dear tried suffering aunt whom
she had just followed to her last resting-place. "For her it is gain.
She was constantly praying, , Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly,' during
the latter part of her illness," and the blessed fact of Jesus having
come for her, and of where she is now, in perfect bliss, will soothe
the dear daughter in her now lonely life.
These ·days of sorrow and bereavement are not overlooked by the
Man of Sorrows; the sympathizing Friend Who" wept" at the grave
of Lazarus. He knows how keenly the departure of our beloved
ones rends the heart and brings a gap of desolation, never to be filled
again on earth. But He has taught His children, by His own dying,
that the grave is perfumed: that death has been robbed of its venom~ting, and that it is but the portal through which His saints pass to
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life immortal, to joy without a tinge of sadness, and to be with Christ
which is " far better" :
., To see His Face and nover, never sin
And from the rivers of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in."

j

Dr. Hawker writes sweetly in The Dying Pillow: "Who would
have thought that the subject of death, whose most distant prospects
damp all the prosperity of sinners, and turn every countenance of
the carnal into terror and paleness, hath such a vast sweetness in it
to the people of God! Yet so it is-like the pillar of the cloud in
the camp of Israel, that gave darkness and dismay to the Lord's
enemies, but became light and joy to His own people-so the redeemed
of the Lord, in His spiritual Church, look over the shoulder of death,
and behold Him, Who, by His own death, hath destroyed death and
delivered them who, through fear of death, are all their lifetime subject
to bondage. So that it is not enough for them to say, 'Death hath
no terrors,' for they can and do say more. 'Christ hath abolished
death, and brought life and immortality to light though the Gospel.'
In His death, they find death conquered. And in His resurrection,
they see their own secure. Hence at death they begin truly to live;
their death-day is the birthday of their maturity. All their lifetime
here, they are but in the minority of their being. They are born,
indeed, or are rather new-born to an immense estate, but, like children
under education, they never come to the possession till arrived at
full age. In death, their majority is completed. And while, in the
sure accomplishment of rising again, their bodies drop asleep in Jesus,
their souls enter the joy of their Lord."
The pen, about to be laid aside, is resumed to add yet one more
name to our roll, and whilst our hearts go out in deep and tender
sympathy to her aged and devoted mother and sisters and brother,
we can only rejoice that the Lord in all tenderness has gathered to
Himself Lizzie Worthy. All her life a sufferer, she was tmly taught
her best lessons in the school of affliction, and was granted much
patience under her prolonged trial of suffering and weakness. She
much valued the ministry of the late beloved Rector of St. Mary-IePort when able to attend; and also the visits of the Rev. A. J. Day
in her last illness, which were made a source of comfort and joy to
her. And now she rests in Jesus and has put off the poor, suffering
body, which so cramped and tried her, aud is rejoicing in that everlasting love by which she was wooed and won, kept and upheld, and
blessed all her life.
And thus, beloved readers, it has been our sacred privilege once
more to record the departure of the saints known more or less directly
to us. Let us dwell on the Resurrection side and think of their joy
and bliss. They have arrived. They are at Home. They are for
ever with the Lord! and their Lord is rejoicing over them with
smglllg.
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" , Going Home '-there's nothing dearer
To the pilgrim s heart than 'Home !
Drawing nearer still and nearer
I

I

To the place where pilgrims come,

"'Tis the blessed hope of seeing
Him they love in glory there!
Blessed hope of ever being
With the Lord, His joys to share."
"Wherefore my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not iu vain in the Lord." May we thus be kept
and occupied, waiting, looking up and longing for His coming for us
and calling us to Himself.

R.

Sermon!:! nnll Note!:! {If ,Sermon!:!.
THE NECESSITY OF A DAYSMAN,
AS SEEN BY OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS.
NOTES OF A SERMON BY THE LATE REV. W. PARKS,
RECTOR OF OPENSHAW, NEAR MANCHESTER .
JOB

B.A.,

ix. 1-3.

GOD forbid that I should falsely judge any man. God forbid that
I should falsely judge any of you, my hearers; but do you know I
often speculate upon your probable state before God! As I am in
my study, and upon my bed in the dark watches of the night, I
often fancy myself in this pulpit, aud you all ranged before me, and
I s"'y to myself: (1) Does such a one ever think seriously 1 (2) Does
such a one really understand what I preach 1 (3) Does such a one
care for whrtt is preached 1 (4) And supposing I were removed
to-morrow, would it make any difference to such and such a one if
the direct, opposite to whrtt is preached here were preached 1 (5) And
then I think of you who are very inegular .in your attendance at
church-you whose places are occupied, perhaps, once a month, and
I say to myself, What of these 1 "'re they alive or dead 1 I wonder
what is their creed 1 (6) Then again I say to myself, There is so-and-so
getting far into years, and oh, I wonder, what would be his or her
testimony if called upon to die to-night 1 Have they any Scriptural
hope 1 Have they been convinced of their lost estate by nature,
and had Christ revealed to their hearts the hope of glory 1 These,
and a score of like thoughts, often pass through my mind. There is
not one of you all escapes my notice. And what, think you, are the
couclusions I come to 1 Well, to be honest with you, they are these:
(1) So-and-so, I feel convinced, is a Christian man or a Christian

.
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woman. There can be no question about their salvation. (2) Soand-so, I hope, is in an inquiring state, really sincere in pursuit of
the best things. (3) So-and-so, I am sure, has a great respect for
me as a man, and as a minister; but I can see no light. (4) And
so-and-so I can make nothing of, and am forced to believe to be as
dead as ever. Here are my honest thoughts and convictions laid
before you. But of course I am not your judge. Still, you know,
that as the Lord h,as said, "By their fruits ye shall know them," by
your fruits, as they are apparent, or non-apparent to me, I form my
opinion, and here I have to leave it. Believe me, I would save you
all if I could, but with your salvation I have nothing to do. I would,
though; for the sake of those who are not yet enlightened, speak once
more upon a foundation t~uth, and may the Lord condescend to .be
present.
1. "~ow should man be just with God 1" Do we all understand
the drift of this question 1 . The convinced and converted amongst
us do; but doubtless there are many of you who do not. Here, then,
is the meaning of it. Job and his friend Bildad were having an
argument about God's dealings with men. This Bildad was the very
type of a well-informed and self-important Pharisee. He knew a deal
about God and God's dealings with men. He could speak very
reverently of God, and .was very jealous for God's justice and God's
honour, but he evidently was not acquainted with the iniquity of
his own heart; he was not aware of the fact that if God were to deal
justly with any man it must end in man's rejection from God. This
Bildad was like all his class. When he saw a man afflicted he came
to the conclusion that he was a hypocrite, or an inconsistent liver, and
that God was punishing him for his iniquity. In short, his divinity
was this: "God is too just to cast away a perfect man. He seems
to be casting you, Job, away. Therefore, you cannot be all right."
How like a self-righteous .man's reasoning! What multitudes of the
present day think thus! Surely the Pharisees, or the self-righteous,
are a very old family, a very antiquated race! Well, but mark what
Job says in reply: "Then Job answered and said, I know it is so of
a truth: but how should man be just with God 1 If he will contend
with Him, he cannot answer Him one of a thousand "-i.e., I know
what you say about God's justice is all true. I know that God will
not pervert justice. I know, too, that if I were perfect, 01' pure and
upright, God must necessarily come to my rescue. I know that the
hypocrite's hope shall perish. But how should a man, a fallen man,
be just with God 1 If God will contend with man, i.e., if He will
enter into judgment with man, man. cannot answer to one charge
or one sin out of a thousand that he is 'guilty of. The whole chapter
is well worth prayerful perusal. But just read with me verses 29-32 :
" If I be wicked, why then labour I in vain 1 If I wash myself with
snow water, and make my hands never so clean: yet shalt thou
plunge me in the ditch, and mine own clothes shall abhor me. For
He is not a man, as I am, that I should answer Him, and we should
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come together in judgment," i,e., If I be the wicked or hypocritical
person, you, my friends, would make me, it would be in vain for me
to pray as you recommend. And if, on the other hand, I do my best
to purify myself, and compare myself with God, why, He would
show me my folly, just as one plunged iu a filthy ditch would appear
in comparison with one that was clean and pure from filth, Such
was J:ob's divinity, and such, my hearers, must be ours, if we would
be saved. Man cannot be just before God, no matter what he does.
Though his head were waters of repentance, and his eyes a fountain
of tears which flowed from the cradle to the grave, all cannot render
a man just before God. Oh, that you all could see this, and be convinced of it! But you cannot till God puts you into the ditch, or
rather till He opens your eyes to let you see you are in the ditch of
sin and filth by nature, and convinces you that He alone can pull
you out. It is from having erroneous notions about holiness that
men in general are deceiving themselves If we all could understand
what the holiness of God is, we should see at once that it is impossible
for man to be just with God by any effort of his.
11. Such is man by nature, a helpless, filthy, loathsome thing in
the sight of God. What is to become of him then? There is a plan
by which he may be made just before God, and that plan was invented
by God Himself. "Being justified freely by His grace," "Being
justified by faith through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom. v. 1; iii.24).
These are sentences which reveal the whole secret. The righteousness
of Christ imputed to poor fallen, filthy man, is what makes him just
before God, and nothing else. Job evidently h!1d a knowledge of
this plan, for he speaks in the context of " a daysman" (v. 33), and
in chap. xix. 25, Job acknowledges the existence of his Redeemer. '
We are not to suppose that Job is here doubting the existence of a
Mediator, f01' his confession upon that subject is clear. But this
seems rather a prayer, or an exclamation to that effect. "Oh that
there were a daysman betwixt us"; or, "This daysman is not yet,
there will be one, but He is not yet come! "
Dear hearers, we all need a daysman or mediator to settle matters
betwixt us and God, one who literally can lay His hand upon us both.
This very individual is provided by God in the Person of Jesus Christ.
As God He can lay His haud upon God, and as man He can lay His
hand upon the poor sinner and thus make peace. How greatly I
desire that you all should feel your need of this Mediator, and did
experience His blessed power. Tell me, have you ever tried to realize
the judgment day? or the fact of your individually being called upon
for judgment before the throne of God? Oh, what a solemn, what
an awful time, when every secret thought of the heart shall be brought
to remembrance in our breasts. Sins that we had long forgotten,
iniquities that we thought had been buried with those with whom we
committed them, lies that we had deliberately told, thefts that we
had deliberately committed, slanders that we had wilfully propagated,
vengeance that we had planned and caried out, thoughts that we
35
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had secretly cherished; when all these, and ten thousand things
beside, shall crowd upon our consciences, where shall we be if we
have no daysman, no mediator, no representative to plead for ns ~
0, dread hour! enough to make the strait-laced Pharisee quail and
cry out, "Enter not into jndgment with Thy servant, 0 Lord, for in
Thy sight shall no man living be justified." The other day I heard
of the melancholy death of a sinful companion of mine whom I have
not seen for twenty·five years. The last time I saw him was when
curiosity induced him to come and hear me preach, but I found him
and his wife both dead in trespasses and sins. We parted to meet
no more on this earth. They are both dead. They died as they had
lived, devoted to the world, and the thought came upon me, " What
but sovereign grace has made the difference between those two unhappy
ones and me ~ They have no daysman, I profess to have. They
have died without hope; I am living in the midst of hope." Ah,
my hearers, rely upon it, there is such a thing as free and sovereign
grace. It is nothing but this that saves any man. I, for one, know
it. For my own companions are all swept away unjustified before
God. I am left a monument of mercy.. But some of you ask me,
"Tell us how we may obtain the services of the Daysman, this
Mediator ~" A question easier asked than answered. But I will be
faithful, God being my Guide and Teacher. If you are expecting
to begin before God begins, you are deceiving yourselves. You can
do nothing to obtain or secure the services of the great Advocate.
He must begin the work, not you. And oh, it is so difficult to know
whether He has begun or not! Some time ago I was called upon to .
visit an old person on a sick bed. "Can you tell me," the person
asked, "Can you tell me how I may know I shall be saved ~" I
said, "I cannot, unless I could read your heart. I can supply you
with some tests to try your heart, but the human heart is so deceitful
that it can baffle. man's best efforts." "Well, but," said the person,
"I know I am a sinner." "Well," I said, "that is a good ,ign; but
do you know you are a hell·deserving sinner, and that in you dwells
no good thing ~" "Yes," said the person, "I know that." "'Veil,"
I observed, " that is a very good sign, but how am I to know you are
telling me the truth ~ " . "Oh," said the person, "I am no hypocrite;
I never made a profession; I never told lies; I never pretended to be
what I was not." "Stay, my friend," I rejoined; "you are now
beginning to boast and brag like the Pharisee in the parable. You
evidently have not that mean opinion of yourself you confessed a
little while ago. Yon have some good thing in you, and until that
is taken out of you I can hold. out to you no hope." Ab, what a
thing is it to visit the sick and the dying, and to be faithful! But
to come back. Some of you want to know whether the Daysman is
yours. I answer, He is nobody's who is not born again. He is
nobody's who is not convinced of sin, as sin in the sight of God. He
is nobody's who is a stranger to the blood and righteousness of God.
He is nobody's who has no love for God, or longing after holiness.
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But He is the Jlfediator and Redeemer of everybody who knows the
plague of his own heart, and is convinced he cannot be justified before
God but by the righteousness of God. Here are the grand tests: the
result of their application depends wholly upon the truthfulness or
untmthfulness of the parties seeking to know.

JACOB'S SONS AND JlfOSES' TRIBES.-Xl.
(Concluding Article of t/!is Series.)
" Beniamin shall ravin as a wolf.. in the morning he shall devour the
prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil."
" And of Beniamin he said, The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety
by Him.. and the Lord shall cover him all the day long, and he
shall dwell between His shoulders." - GENESIS xlix. 27;
DEUTERONOMY xxxiii. 12.

LIKE his brother Joseph and his mother Rachel, Benjamin had a
warm place in the affections of his father. But Jacob's naming,
predicting, and blessing had a respect to his sons not only in regard
to doings that were past, but of what should befall them in the latter
days; in which is a depth and height, a length and breadth that
may have a parallel in Ezekiel's vision of the temple, chaps. xl. to
xlviii., and in the prophet's special naming the tribes of Israel in
the last chapter of his prophecy. It may bespeak the Holy Spirit's
work in the true temple and city of our God (compare Ezek. xlviii.
35, with Rev. xxi. 2, 3) to the time and end of the Gospel dispensation;
outwardly in the ways and disposals of His Providence, but specially
inwardly by His mighty leadings and teachings in grace, whereby it
is evidenced by the redeemed of the Lord being all brought to worship
Him who is a Spirit, in spirit and in truth. They are to be distinguished from the city and temple of mystery Babylon, and from her
traditions of men and blasphemies.
But speaking of Benjamin, the Holy Ghost carries the' patriarch
beyond all considerations of mere natural affections to things 1:0
come.

In Gibeah, where the men of the place were Benjamites (Judges
xix., xx), in SauJ the Benjamit~ and king (1 Sam. xxii. 7), and in his
namesake, Saul of Tarsus, till the time God gave him a new name
(Acts xiii. 9), we have in Benjamin, ravining wolves, the wolf in sheep's
clothing, and the wolf catching and scattering the sheep. We have
the Benjamitcs of Gibeah in their contempt of, and setting aside,
God's great ordinance of magistracy, given them by the hand of Jlfoses.
" Thou shalt justify the righteous and condemn the wicked" (Deut.
xxv. 1). Because of this, their tribe was well nigh destroyed; but
as one elect of God was to be made manifest after a lapse of 1400
years, the word went forth to preserve it (see Isa. lxv. 9).
In King Saul we have the spiritual adulterer, gone aside from the
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plain word of God, to hearken to the voice of fallen reason, and carnal
policy, for which he was abhorred and rejected of God. We see in
him the sheep's clothing. "Is Saul also among the prophets 1 "
Notwithstanding which, we see in the slaughter of God's servants by
Doeg, the Edomite, the .wolfish nature of the man. And in his hunting
for the precious life of David, the sheep of Christ, we see his keen
wolfish scent to follow him up, and come at him, even among the
thousands of Israel.
In Saul of Tarsus, the Pharisee of the Pharisees, we find the wolf
first gloating over the murder of one of Christ's sheep, and thereafter
breathing out threatenings and slaughter, in liberal fulfilment of
Jacob's word. But in his individual case there is a "hitherto"
(Job xxxviii. 11), and in him the saying of Isaiah must be fulfilled,
" The wolf also shall dwell with the Lamb, and the leopard shall lie
down with the kid" (Isa. xi. 6).
Our faithful historian, Foxe, tells us that that wolf, Cardinal Beaton,
hunted down and ceased not until he brought that innocent sheep
of Christ, George Wishart, to the shambles.
What solemn words of Christ's are these, "Now do ye Pharisees
make clean the outside of the cup and the platter, but your inward
part is full of ravening and wickedness" (Luke xi. 39). Which word
the Holy Ghost had by Ezekiel given against the men of a former
generation, viz., "Her princes in the midst thereof are like wolves
ravening the prey, to shed blood and to destroy souls, to get dishonest
gain" (Ezek. xxii. 27). What more effectual to destroy souls than
popish" traditions of men" 1 or what gain more dishonestly gotten
than that come at by forswearing oneself, and so far from performing
unto the Lord one's oaths, labouring to destroy souls by propagating
these very popish traditions! '.
But now, who is the beloved of the Lord that is to dwell in safety
by Him 1 First, and pre-eminently, our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son
of God from everlasting. The only begotten of the Father, fnll of
grace and truth, concerning Whom came the voice of the Father from
heaven, "This is My beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased." The
Church also claims Him as the Beloved. "This is my beloved, and
this is my friend, 0 daughters of Jerusalem" (Song v. 16). This
Beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by Him, even as hid in the
shadow of His hand, to Whom, as the Surety, Redeemer, and Saviour
of His elect the Father said, " Thou art My Servant, 0 Israel, in whom
I will be glorified," i.e., in raising up' the tribes of His spiritual Israel,
to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel
(Jude 1). "That thou mayest say to the prisoners, Go forth; to
them that are in darkness, Show yourselves. They shall feed in the
ways, and their pastures shall be in all high places." "Safety is.
where He is found." Christ's head was covered in the day of battle
when He Himself engaged the malignant hosts of earth and hell,
routed them, made an end of His people's sins, brought in for them
a better righteousness than they lost in Adam, and a fellowship and
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communion with God founded thereon, that will endure to eternity.
Then,
"How safe and how happy are they
Who on the Good Shepherd rely;'
He gives them out streugth for their. day,
Their .wants He will surely supply."
These are some of the immunities of the Israel that shall never be
forgotten of Him.
.
" Safety on earth, and after death
The plenitude of heaven."
•

" And the Lord shall cover him all the day long, and he shall dwell
between his shoulders." All the day long, I take to be the day of
salvation for the ingathering and building up in their most holy faith
of His own dear people, the day in which the Branch of the Lord
shall be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth, Christ and
His salvation, shall be excellent and comely for the escaping of Israel.
And upon all this glory shall be a defence. This is the Israel of God
Moses testifies of, for whose help J ehovah rideth upon the heavens:
the Israel of whom Paul testifies, "All Israel shall be saved."
Benjamin is a type of the Church of God dwelling in safety from the
curse of the law, and from the wrath of God in, but not of, the present
evil world, and delivered from it according to the will of God and our
Father. This is all blessedly secured to her in that word, "Lo, I
come· to do Thy will, 0 God. By the whicit will we are sanctified
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." This
will of .God and our Father includes also their resurrection from the
dead (John vi. 39). They shall never perish is the word of their
great and glorious Redeemer.
The government also of the whole Church, being upon the shoulders
of Christ their great High Priest, secures her from all exactions and
encroachments of her adversaries (Isa. xxxvii. 22, 23), and encourages
poor, fearing ones to cast all their cares upon Him, to cry unto Him,
to trust and to hope in Him. When Herod, under the pretence of
worshipping, would have murdered the infant Jesus, then Christ
dwelt in safety by Him (Psa. xci.). Moreover, this Gospel mystery
was shadowed forth by Moses when he put upon Aaron his robes, his
curious girdle and his breastplate, whim he put them on the shoulders
o f the ephod. So"Christ bears the names of all His saints
Deep on His heart engraved.
Attentive to the state and wants
Of all His love has saved."
See how Paul, of the tribe of Benjamin, in the evening of his days,
at Troas, in his long preaching, divides the spoil. Did he on that
occasion give them a mighty solemn exhortation as he gave at
Ephesus (Acts xx.), or did he branch out into the fnlness of the Gospel
of Christ (Rom. i.), showing how the spoil of a great prey is divided,

.

•

538

The Gospel Magazine

how the lame, then present, take the prey by faith in the person and
work of Christ 1 Did he set on spiritual bread and spiritual dainties,
a Benjamin's mess.1 in (1) Foreknowledge in its absolute sovereignty
and freeness, not "founded in anyone thing out of himself; (2) Predestination to life and salvation in and by Christ alone; (3) Calling
by and in the day of His power; (4) Justification in, by, and through
Christ, as made righteousness to His people; (5) Glorification in soul
and afterwards in body, in incorruption, in glory, in power, spiritually,
and in a moment changed. Do you say, " Oh that I could have been
there to have heard it "1 I hope, I think, it would not have been too
long for me.
Birkenhe<u1.
G. A.

,

HIS MERCIFUL KINDNESS.
WE are almost at the ~Iose of another year, and as we draw nearer
and nearer to the end of it, we survey the past months and see how
wonderfully the Lord has wrought. for us. In the early part of the
year anxiety was sore nationally. We doubted not ultimate victory,
but recoiled from the apparently painful, long, dark, winding way
leading to it. When the nation cried to the Lord in distress, ever
since that memorable August 4th, four months ago, when Britain's
prayers ascended to the listening ear of God-yes, listening, for I am
sure He was waiting and listening for the cry-daily successes hav:e
been on our side. "He hath done marvellous things: His right.
hand and His holy arm have gotten Him the victory." He has indeed
glorified His name as Counsellor and mighty God, teaching the hand
to war and the fingers to fight. We know that" Thy right hand
and Thine arm and the light of Thy countenance" were extended to
us " because Thou hadst a favour" unto us. Not only to His Church,
His spiritual Israel, not only to the nations who were contending for
truth and equity and humanity, but also to His ancient people, His
chosen people, "beloved for the fathers' sake,," has He displayed
His power, His favour, and His remembrance. Well may we adopt
the language of the Psalmist in this most comprehensive Psalmthe shortest Psalm, and say, "Praise Him all ye people, for His
merciful kindness is great toward us."
Numerous sorrows and manifold have been the lot of many of us.
I have often, when receiving several letters by one post, been impressed
with the variety of ways in which the Lord sees fit to visit His deal'
people-not two alike, but each one adjusted and adapted. He is
watching patiently, watching the effect. "He shall sit as a refiner."
He is not standing as if He were in a hurry, but siuing, with intent
gaze, ready to avert the slightest injury. "When He hath tried me,
I shall come forth as gold," said suffering Job, "My servant Job."
How the Lord loved Him and delighted in showing Satan His servant's
integrity under trial-sorest trial. All precious metals al'e tested and
have special hallmarks to guarantee the genuineness and quality.
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So, dear reader, even in this we see "His merciful kindness is great
toward us," His dearly loved, blood-bought family in Christ Jesus.
I know bereavements have been heavy, very heavy, this year. "The
Lord hath taken away." Ah, but He took away in His great and
merciful kindness to us. He took His weary saints and His ripe young
believers Home to Himself.
" Around and underneath them
Is the everlasting arm,
They are housed in Christ' B own bosom."

They are now "beyond the reach of harm." He took them from
our clinging idolized grasp, in love to us too, that He Himself might
be all in all, and not only in all but all. I was reading my dear glorified
sister's diary a few days ago, and found that she had been much impressed with a sentence from dear Dr. Doudney, who was formerly
Editor of this Magazine. It was: "Christ is not only a Comforter,
but He is Himself the comfort." He is Himself the all here, and He is
the Heart of glory up There. Oh! believer we are ofttimes blind to
" the plies of love," as Rut4erford expressed it, enfolded in His seem·
ingly hard dealings-seemingly hard, but in reality most tender.
Furthermore, we who through the teaching and operation of the
Holy Spirit know Him, have had many heavy conflicts, many fierce
combats with sins within and without. We have ofttimes been" weary
of earth and laden with our sins." The Face we fain would see has
been veiled, 'the voice we love to hear speaking to our hearts has been
silent. But He did not always keep silent and invisible. He revealed
Himself in sweetest guise and such timely comfort. "The voice of
my beloved" we heard' again as we listened for His whisper. Ah!
"He cometh leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills."
The mountains of sin and hills of difficulty are no barriers to Him.Nay, He cometh, not goeth, and coming in such haste, leaping upon,
not over, evading them. They are the very ground for His footsteps.
He treadeth down our enemies, e(lemies of sins and doubts. Thou
knowest, dear sin-sick reader, the depths as well as the heights. So
"His merciful kindness is great" toward thee;
In the Prayer Book version of this passage the rendering is very
beautiful. "His merciful kindness is ever more and more toward us."
Just think how abundo,ntly He sheds His love and blessing. Not
only is His merciful kindness great-not only has it been great-but
it is " ever more and more." He will be lavish in this as in all else.
Love was not satisfied with forgiveness., Not satisfied witn passing
over, but Love gave a Son to save the lost, the only begotten Son.
The Son gave Himself; "Who loved me and gave Himself for me."
Love made Him sin for us that we might be made the righteousness
of God in Him., I think that pile of His great merciful kindness
will soar and swell and accumulate and be ever in our wondering,
adoring eyes more and more. The more frequently we gaze, the
more deeply we gaze, we shall see more and more redemption's infinite
fulness and grace's boundless blessing.

540

The Gospel Magazine

Well, dear reader, what shall we say then to these things'~ We
echo the call of the Psalmist, " 0 praise the Lord all ye nations, praise
Him all ye people." National praise and personal praise. Praise
Him, praise Him, praise His marvellous kindness and His matcWess
favour. We have seen it during this memorable year 1918, but it is
not ended. It is " ever more and more toward ns," and will be increasing, ever increasing toward His dear people in 1919 if He tarry.
And if He call us up, why, then, it will be indeed more and more, for
ever freed from this·sin-stricken world.
" When;-O- we to Rie glory come,

We shall all the fulness prove
Of our Lord's redeeming love!"

The sin-saved and the sin-Bearer face to face, heart to heart, for ever,
evermore.
There is always satisfying, solid peace in the Lord's dealings with
His blood-bought ones. "He satisfieth the longing soul," and even
here gives sweet foretastes of the life of the world to come-.. God's gift to His immortal child,
Joys of that world in this."
Give thanks, praise Him. We deem it very rude, very ungrateful,
VfJry displeasing in natural life if anyone receives a gift and does not
even say" Thank you." So, when loaded with benefits and assured
of" even more and more," shall we not tell Him of our hearts' grateful
love ~ May the Holy Spirit enable us to glorify Him in the language
of praise, and to proclaim that He is the God that givet" all. "Thine'
o Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory.
. . . Therefore, our God, we thank Thee, and praise Thy glorious
name" (1 Chron. xxix, 11-13). " Death is swallowed up in victory."
. Our loved, sleeping ones know the joy of victory. So" Thanks be to
God which givet" us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor.
xv. 54-57). "My sin is ever before me." "Thou forgavest the
iniquity of my sin." "The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from
all sin." "There is therefore now no condemnation." "Thanks be
unto God which always causeth us to triumph in Christ." Ah! whatever be the perplexity, sorrow, strain, trial, we shall always be " more
than conquerors through Him That loved us." May we be enabled
by the power of the Holy Spirit to render grateful praise to Him in
our hearts and in our lives. For His merciful kindness is great toward
us. His merciful kindness is ever more and more toward us .
.. Fill every part of me with praise;
Let all my being speak
Of Thee and of Thy love, 0 Lord,
Poor thongh I be, and weak."
"Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me." Think of Him-" looking
off unto Jesus." Who shall separate ~ Nothing" shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
" Bless the Lord, 0 my soul."
NETrIE.
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"I A}/I THAT I AM."
EXODUS iii. 14.
WHO is the great eternal God,
The Root and Stem of J esse's rod,
I hope to praise in His abode?
I am.
But art Thou evermore the same
In greatness, glory, love, and name,
The God Who took and bore our blame?
I am.
Art Thou the God Who all things made,
Who man became and was betrayed,
All for His Church and people's aid?
I am.
Art Thou the Saviour of the lost,
God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
In Whom redeemed myriads boast?
I am.
Amazing grace that saved me,
Who hope at last in heaven to be,
Art Thou the God that I shall see?
I am.
Then let me praise Thee here on earth
Who wrought in me the second birth;
Thou art the God that leads me forth,
I am.
Thou art my Helper in distress,
The God Who does His people bless,
Our life, and Head, and righteousness.
I am.
Ah, Lord, I cannot comprehend
This love of Thine, my Father, Friend;
Tell me, Art Thou my Way and End?
I am.

Loud hallelujahs evermore
Let me with saints in song adore;
To heaven Thou art my entrance door.
I am.
Bless God! this does me satisfy,
That Jesus in my place did die.
Thou art my Advocate on high.
I am.
S. F. McKEE.
Sept. 11, 1918.
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THE NAZARETH OF JESUS.

WE feel sure that in view of the marvellous victories in Palestine,
including the capture of Nazareth, our readers will be deeply interested
in the following extract from" The Nazareth of Jesus." It is from the
pen of the late revered Editor of this Magazine (the Rev. J. Ormiston),
and relates to his visit to Nazareth in the year 1878. We have omitted
all footnotes because of lack of space. The Rev. J. Ormiston writes :Having entered Galilee from Samaria, sleeping overnight under
canvas at Jenln-probably the En-gannim of Joshua (chap. xix. 21 ;
xxi. 29), a town of the Levites-I rose about five, breakfasted, and left
camp on one of the most interesting rides to be enjoyed in the land of
the Bible; for, besides passing through the scenes of several of the
many stirring events recorded in Holy Scripture, my day's pilgrimage
was designed to end, on that 23rd of November (1878), at the site of the
very Nazareth of Jesus.. The sacred. associations of Bethlehem and of
Jerusalem lay behind me. I had yet to become personally acquainted
with that hallowed village which was proverbially despised and avoided
in those days when the meek and lowly One was patiently acquiring
His perfect human experience there under the roof of Joseph the
Nazarene carpenter.
Striking out into the Plain of Jezreel, otherwise of Esdraelon, Megiddo,
and Armageddon, a magnificent expanse of rich soil some twenty-four
miles in extent lay before me, reaching nearly from the Mediterranean
on the west to the river Jordan on the east. On my left, some miles
distant, reposed the lofty oak-clothed Carmel mountains, at whose
feet flowed" that ancient river, the river Kishon," while on the right
were presently visible the heights of Gilboa, painfully associated with
the dirgeful language of David on the occasion of the death of Saul and
Jonathan. But a short distance to the east of my track, too, lay the
reputed fountain of Gideon ('Ain Jalud) where the Lord chose His 300,
from 10,000 Israelites, to go out in His Name against the Midianites.
In less than seven miles after setting out from Jenln, the small and
truly wretched village of Jezreel, placed on an elevation in the Plain,
is reached and a slight pause is lI\ade. The modern name of the place
is Zerln. At its entrance, amongst the heaps of rubbish riddled with
numberless holes said to be used as storehouses by the inhabitants who
are exposed to attacks from the Bedouins, swarms of dogs were to be
seen, forcibly reminding one of the miserable end of king Ahab, whose
palace once stood on this spot, and whose blood the dogs licked up,
" according unto the Word of the Lord which He spake," and of that
of his idolatrous wife-" in the portion of Jezreel shall dogs eat the
flesh of JezebeL" Onward we now ride to the north, till we halt for
shade and refreshment, for the heat at midday in the Plain is intense.
Welcome, indeed, was the cool shelter of a group of lemon trees, reached
after riding between the lofty cactus hedges surrounding the fairly neat
little mud-village of Sillem-the veritable Shunem where Elisha the
prophet enjoyed the hospitality of her who accounted it an honour to
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entertain one whom she "perceived to be an holy man of God," and
whose beloved boy he raised to -life again after sunstroke had done its
fatal work. Shunem lies on the slope of "Little Hermon," and is
within an easy distance of the Nain of Christ's resurrection power, and
of the Endor of Saul's disastrous apostasy from the counsel of the living
God.
After a grateful rest under the fruit trees of Slilem, the second and
more eventful stage of the day's ride was begun. The route lay over a
winding mountain track, at times steep and rough, yet ever increasing
in interest as the thought returned that presently His Own Nazareth
must steal on the view, with its countless memories and sacred lessons.
At length the never-to-be-forgotten moment arrived, and fmm the
summit of one of the many hills that surround the snow-white village
of Galilee, whose name alone of all the earthly scenes of the poverty
of the Man of Sorrows has been spoken from the heights of celestial
glory, burst upon my wondering gaze. Ye~: that is Nazareth i-the
city of Jesus-the city which heard t,he fir;t angel-message of His wondrous bilth, which took Him in as an infant after His return from
Egypt, which, rather than Bethlehem or Jerusalem, sheltered Him
through the winters and summers of thirty long years, which sent Him
up to the Holy City when but twelve years old to hear and to teach the
learned Jewish doctors, which saw Him both depart and return on the
occasion of His baptism of water and the Spirit, which listened to one
of the earliest of His Me~sianic discourses in its synagogue, and which,
alas i-terrible justification of its bad repute-openly rejected the
blessed truths He proclaimed by dragging Him to the precipice of the
hill on which the village was built and seeking to cast Him headlong
thence!
The position of the village is secluded, and it is only visible from, its
immediate neighbourhood. Moreover, its extent is limited to about
a quarter of a mile either way, although, owing to the compactness of
the houses, a population numbering 6000 souls is crowded into it. Only
a short time was needed to descend from the hill-top whence I first
gazed npon the sacred scene so familiar to the eyes of Jesus 1800 years
ago. Slowly and observantly I rode along the narrow streets to my
tent which I found ready pitched amidst the cactus hedges on the
eastern side of the toWP. This position afforded a view of the entire
place as it lay at the foot of the hill on whose slopes Nazareth is built.
The principal points of interest were soon discovered-and they were
the natural ones-for, as to the competing claims of the Latin and
Greek Churches, and their attempts to fix the precise spots associated
with the annunciation of the birth of Christ, and the scenes of His
daily life, their absurdity and idleness were only too apparent. That
which appealed most powerfully to the eye and to the heart was found
in the physical conditions of the neighbourhood----;;onditions, probably
but little affected by the lapse of eighteen hundred years. There
before' me lay the very valley-about a mile in length and half as
broad-which His sacred feet had tmly consecrated, shut in by those
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fifteen mountains of which Dr. Richardson has poetically said that
they meet" to form an inclosure for this delightful spot, rising round
it like the edge of a shell to guard it from intrusion," and in allusion to
which Quarasmius has quaintly observed :-" It is like a rose, having
the same rounded form, enclosed by mountains as the flower by its
leaves." Composed of the glittering limestone, so common in Palestine, and though on the whole sterile and unattractive in appearance,
those sentinel hills are yet not unpleasing, apart altogether from their
holy history, for they are fairly scattered with the foliage of fig trees
and wild shrubs, and in season with green patches of grain, while
gardens, cactus hedges of enormous size, and clusters of fruit-bearing
tree., enrich the vale. Nazareth, thus enclosed on all sides, enjoys a
mild atmosphere and climate. Hence all the fruits of the country, as
pomegranates, oranges, figs, olives, ripen early and attain a rare perfection. Here too, within two or three minutes' walk from my tent,. is
found the ancient Fountain whose abundant spring of " living water "
not improbably sated the thirst of Jesus of Nazareth, and to whose
side Mary, in common with the women of the village, no doubt often
brought her pitcher for the daily family supply. Impressed with these
natural associations, I strolled into the little town, which, more like
modern Bethlehem, is much better built than the generality of Syrian
villages, its houses being substantial stone structures. The monastery,
churches, and mosque, the last possessing a graceful minaret, the more
attractive by reason of the spiral forms of the dark green cypresses
which surround it, add much to the architectural effects. But the.
Protestant buildings in the town are the most conspicuous, because
higher placed than the minaret of the mosque or the strong pile of the
monastery. The hospital, presided over by Dr. Varten, an Armenian
gentleman, educated in Scotland, stands towards the north, bearing
in legible letters the title "Edinburgh Medical Mission," while the
Protestant Church (of which more hereafter), a handsome, well-built
edifice, capable of holding 500 persons, and with a pretty garden,
stands out in bold relief to the west. But, in the langnage of Lieut.
Conder: "Highest placed of all, half-way up the hill, the great orphanage has been building since 1872, and is now complete, and is designed
to hold 200 girls. . . . From its esplanade the town is visible, spread
out almost like a map on the lower slopes, with olive and fig-gardens,
cactus hedges and yellow threshing-floors, backed by barren stony
hills. "
(To be continued.)

"A GOOD SOLDIER OF JESUS CHRIST."
A BRAVE soldier torn, it may be, from home and dear ones, cheerfully
and uncomplainingly obeys his King's and Country's call and goes
out to foreign lands, there with his comrades to face the cruel foe.
He is followed by prayer and loving greetings, and every mail that
brings tidings from him is a delight to his kith and kin. Hope
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inspires the breast that some day sOon he may be the welcome guest
once more to all who hold him so dear in the homeland. Alas! what
must such suffer who receive the dreadful but unmistakable telegram
from the War Office which crushes all hope and prostrates with grief
the- stricken hearts who will no more see their dear one! What can
we say to comfort 1 There is only One Who can and does comfort,
"as one whom his mother comforteth." He knows their sorrows
and feels for them in their woe, and He win give them the bright
hope that for them who sleep in Jesus there is a sure and certain
meeting again.
A chaplain writes the following touching letter concerning one of
our dear Christian soldiers in whom I was prayerfully interested.
"I very much regret to have to inform yon that your son, LanceCorporal A. M., of the 1st Batt. Norfolk Regiment, was killed in
action on the night of 22nd-23rd inst. by an enemy shell, together
with his regimental friend, Sergeant P. We buried them both this
afternoon in a British cemetery in a village behind the lines, as many
of the officers and men who could attend being present. I offer you
my deepest sympathy in your great loss. I shall greatly miss your
son, as I regarded him as a personal friend, who helped me as Nonconformist chaplain to his regiment in every way he could. He was
a sincere Christian, who was not ashamed of the Master Whom he
served, and served so loyally. I have had many talks with him. He
had a good influence on his comrades and was eager to serve in any
way which would lead them to possess the same trust in God, which
ruled and guided his life. . . . Only a few weeks ago I asked him to
address the men at one of the. services we were going to hold, but
owing to the exigencies of military duty, the service at the last moment
had to be abandoned. One comfort you, and those of us who knew
and loved him, will have, is the knowledge that we shall mourn
not as those without hope. The Master has ta!<en him to be with
Himself. He was 'a good soldier of Jesus Christ' as well as of his
King and Country. May the consoling and sustaining presence of
the Heavenly Father be very manifest to you at this time.
"
, Chaplain to the Forces, Italy."
His devoted and tenderly attached friend writes me the following
touching letter: "It was so kind of you to write me as soon as you
heard the sad news, and you have given me some sweet thoughts,
especially about being' laid to sleep by Jesus.' I am enclosing you
a copy of the chaplain's letter as you will be interested to know the
character he bore in the army. We know that every word of it is
true, for it is just in accordance with his life amongst us here. I have
never come into intimate touch with any life which has more truly
presented to God 'a living sacrifice,' and now we know that he has
entered into the full glory of Immanuel's land. Once, nearly two
years ago, the Master gave him such a big blessing. It was more
than the human frame could bear; his strength failed beneath the
weight of it; but now heaven's glory in its fulness is his, and he does
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not now as then need to pray that it may be removed. To me the
present seems empty, the futnre blank; but the past is full of sweet
and sacred memories which have made my life the richer. . . . I
know that my dear one was ready either to go or to stay, content
that the Father's will should be done. For myself there was nothing
I dreaded so much as this, and yet it is far better to think of him
'with Christ' than on those blood·stained battlefields. I very much
enjoyed the sermon by Mr. Ormiston on 'The Everlasting Arms' in
this month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
May the consolation of Israel indeed speak His own comfort to
snch a sorrowing one !
R.

,
. PUBLIC WORSHIP.
" IT is an admitted fact that public worship has lost whatever hold it
may have possessed upon the people of this land. It no longer commands the sympathy of their hearts, and therefore they disregard it in
practice. How can this indifference be overcome 1 Not by revising
the Prayer Book, although some revision might be advisable. Not by
industrial reform, although there may be room for improvement in the
existing relations between class and class, employers and employed.
Not by education of the young, although every endeavour to indoctrinate them in the principles of God's Word should be welcomed and
supported. Not by the establishment of a " Church Music Committee"
in every parish, although the musical question has a certain and
very real importance of its own. Certainly not by going behind the.
Reformation and setting up in our churches a miserable imitation of·
Romish devotions. Not even by shortening services and sermons,
whatever justification there may be for the outcry against their undue
length. Not by any of the nostrums which would heal the disease
slightly can the real cure be attained. Men must go to the root of
the evil, if they would find the remedy. If they do, they will find it
in the spirit of worldliness and unbelief which is virtually allowed and
approved by ordained ministers of religion. The very treatment cf
the Bible which the Committee reco=end is largely accountable for
the neglect which they profess to deplore. Disaster has followed, and
will follow, upon compliance with the false notions of the Higher
Critics. Only to hear the voice of God through the reading of the
Scriptures can the hearers be expected to come. The endeavour to
accommodate methods of worship to worldly tastes and fancies has
been another fruitful cause of trouble. By concession after concession
to the supposed wishes of the unconverted, the ideal of Divine service
has been shamefully debased. And the inevitable result has ensued:
the frivolous have not been held; the anxious have not been attracted;
the seriously-minded have been alienated. Above all, the blessing of
the Holy Spirit has not rested where His inspired truth has been
slighted and human fancies have been substituted for His will. Without
His blessing worship is nothing better than an empty form or a vain
display."-The English Ohurchman.
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THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
To OUR READERS.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE are very grateful to all its
readers who have responded so warmly to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
Fund since the last considerable rise in the cost of producing this timehonoured MAGAZINE. The generous response of our many friends
has cheered their hearts and enabled them to continue the muchneeded testimony to those distinctive truths for which the Magazine
stands.
They much regret, however, that the printers have again felt obliged
to notify another serious rise'in the cost of production, beginning
with the July number. The increase in the postal rates will also· add
greatly to the yearly expenditure. The whole subject was considered
by the Trustees. at their recent meeting, and they feel sure that the
friends of distinctive truth will still rally round this, the oldest
religious Magazine, in this crisis in its history. It is well known that
all new.spaperil and magazines are affected by the increased cost of
paper and other materials, and the great advance in wllges. It would
be a great calamity, however, if this disastrous war were to silence
the testimony to God's truth which we seek to bear by means of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
The Trustees, therefore, confidently appeal to all its readers and
friends for continued and increased support. They suggest that a
large number may feel it a privilege to send regular annual subscriptions to this Fund, as they are in the habit of doing for the support
of other departments of God's work. The increasing apostasy from
the old truths makes it imperative that testimony to those great
doctrines of grace, revealed in God's inspired and infallible Word,
should still be lovingly and unflinchingly borne in the pages of this
Magazine. .
Donations or Subscriptions may be sent, as before, to the Publishep
or to the Editor.
The Trustees very gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the following
BumS : -

"Anon"
Mr. W. J. Parkyn
Miss Porter
Mr. John Cordle
Mr. E. J. Futter
Miss L. Sills ..
Mr. and Mrs. W. G.
Hawkins
Mr. Calvin Hart

£ s.
0 2
014
1 0
1 0
1 0
0 6

d.
6
0
0
0
0
0

010 0
5 5 0

The Misses Blackith ..
X. Y. Z.
Miss Jones (California),
per Miss L .Ormiston
Miss E. Birkett
Mr. 'Jonathan Blunt
Mrs. K. Moss
Mr. F. Hamilton
A. O.

£ s. d.
0 5 0
0 5 0

6 0
010
1 1
1 0
1 1
0 2

0
0
0
0
0
0
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CHURCH.

THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED IN SEVINGTON PARISH
CHURCH, AsHFORD, KENT, ON SUNDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 27,
1918, BY THE REV. R. J. NOYES, B.D., RECTOR.

" For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in
the living God, Who is the Saviour of all men, specially of those
that believe."-l TIMOTHY iv. 10.

IN our reading of the Holy Scriptures it is necessary that we carefully
discriminate between the varied meanings of many words usedmeanings generally to be determined by their context.
Take, for example, the words" all men," which occur in my text
this morning. In this connection, as we shall see presently, the words
mean all mankind: all men everywhere, and at all times.
.
But in chapter ii. verses 1 and 4, "all men," and in verse 6, " all,"
evidently mean, in the light of the context, all without distinction;
Gentiles (see verse 7) as well as Jews, kings and magistrates as well as
bondservants.
So, too, in Titus ii. 11, the words" all men" in the sentence, "For
the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,"
imply men of all classes and conditions.
For, as a matter of fact, " the grace of God that bringeth salvation,"
that is, the Gospel of the grace of God, hath not appeared to all men
universally, and everywhere. Even now there are some dark places
of the earth to which the light of the Gospel has not penetrated. But,
the context shows that the Apostle is addressing different classes of
believers, " aged men" (v. 2), " aged women" (v. 3), " young women"
(v. 4), " young men" (v. 6), " servants" (v. 9). These latter he exhorts
to "adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things"; "For,"
he proceeds, " the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared
to all men," that is, to men of all classes and conditions of life, " teaching
us, that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
J'ighteously, and godly, in this present world." If we read this text as
in the R.V., "For the grace of God hath appeared, bringing salvation to
all men," it is even still more evident that" all men" means men of
all classes, all without distinction.
Once again, in John xii. 32, we read our Lord's words: "I, if I
be lifted up from the earth, wiII draw all (men) unto Me." Inasmuch
as we know that all men, without exception, are not drawn unto Christ,
we must look for some other meaning to His words, and this we no
doubt find in those other words of His (John vi. 37), "All that the
Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I
wiII in no wise cast out." The" all" whom He draws to Himself
are the all given unto Him by the Father.
Again, take the word "Saviour." This is the name frequently
given to the Lord Jesus Christ, or God in Christ, as the One Who saves
from sin and condemnation, and secures eternal life and happiness
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for the saved. But if we carefully consider the context, we shall see·
that it does not bear this ineaning in the text. The words which
follow, "specially of those that believe," prove that God is not here
spoken of as a Saviour in the sense of saving from eternal condemnation
and eternal punishment. For, as a matter of ·fact, God is not the
Saviour of all men, in that sense, but only of those that believe. All
that believe are fully saved, but unbelievers are unsaved-not saved
at all in that signification of the term. This is plain from John iii.
16-18, 36: "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life. For God sent not His Son into the world
to condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be
saved. He that believeth on Him is not condemned: but he that
believeth not is condemned already, because He hath not believed
the name of the only begotten Son of God." "He that believeth on
the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on Him."
But in my text the word" Saviour" has the meaning of qne who
saves from danger and harm, death and destruction. In other words,
a Pres~v~, and if we read the word as " Preserver," all is clear. "For
therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in
the living God, who is the Preserver of all men, specially of those that
believe." The Living God is the Preserver of all men. "0 Lord,
Thou preservest man and beast" (Psa. xxxvi. 6).
" 0 Thou Preserver of men," exclaims the patriarch Job (chap. vii.
20). "Thou, even Thou, art Lord alone: Thou hast made heaven,
the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all (things)
that are therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and Thou preservest
them all," is part of the prayer of the Levites contained in Neh. ix.
The living God is the Preserver of all men, but" specially of those
that believe," for those that trust in Him are objects of His especial
care.
Many assurances of this are given to the children of God in the
Psalms, e.g., "The IJord preserveth the faithful" (Psa. xxxi. 23)
" The Lord preserveth all them that love Him " (Psa cxlv. 20).
Now observe how beautifully this meaning of the word Saviour
fits in with the context of the passage from which my text in taken.
Verse 8: "Godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of
the life that now is, and of that which is to come. This is a faithful
saying and worthy of all acceptation. For therefore we both labour
and suffer reproach." In 2 Cor. xi. 23 the Apostle Paul tells us of
some of these labours and reproaches: "In labours more abundant,
in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. Of
the Jews five times received I forty stripes· save one. Thrice 'ras I
beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a
night and a day I have been in the deep; in journeyings often, in
perils of waters, in perils of robbers," etc., etc. What was it that
enabled him to endure all these 1 What gave him confidence to
36
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persevere, and sustained him in the midst of all these labours and
reproaches ~ Was it not trust in "the living God, the Preserver of
all men, specially of them that believe"; and the certain truth that
" godliness hath promise of the life that now is, and of that which
is to come"?
"Each man is immortal till his work is doneTherefore be thou busy till the set of sun,
Heed not thou the heartache, or the throb of pain,
God Himself will give thee sunshine after rain.
U

Think not of to-morrow as a. source of care-

Wheu to·morrow cometh GOD WILL STILL BE THERE!
Thou art His possession, therefore He will be
ALL that thou art needing, EVERYTHING to thee."
To apply the text to ourselves, what confidence it will give us in
times of danger and alarm, what freedom from anxiety, if we "trust
in the living God, who is the Preserver of all men, specially of those
that believe." What a confidence and security the Christian soldier
engaged in warfare may derive from this trust in the living God.
He cannot fall except by the will of God. St. Paul trusted in God
during his ministerial course, and was sustained and kept throughout
it, and did not suffer martyrdom until his work was done. "I have
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith,"
he declared (2 Tim. iv. 7), thus proving that godliness hath " promise
of the life that now is "; and in faith that it had also promise" of that
which is to come," he further wrote (v. 9), "Henceforth there is laid
up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, shall give me at tl).at day; and not to·me only, but unto all
them also that love His appearing."
When pestilence is stalking through the land, nothing can give the
children of God such a sense of security as the knowledge of the
loving care of their Heavenly Father without Whom, as our Lord
declared, not even a sparrow falls to the ground!
Dear brethren, let me beg of you, when you return to your homes,
to read PSI'. xci., and to re-read PSI'. cxxi. which we have already
read this morning, and to note particularly the 7th and 8th verses..
"The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil; He shall preserve thy
soul. The Lord shall preserve thy going out, and thy coming in,
from this time forth, and even for evermore." May He graciously
bless His own Word. Amen.
KING CHARLES 11. once said to that great man, John Milton, "Do
not you think your blindness is a judgment upon you for having
written in defence o.f my father's murder ~" "Sir," answered the
poet, " it is true, I have lost my eyes; but if all calamitous providences
are to be considered as judgments, your majesty should remember
that your royal father lost his head."-Toplady's Works .
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THE DEATH OF CHRIST AND HIS GLORIOUS
APPEARING.
WHAT, then, are those treasures of the goodness of God which are
given to us in the death of Jesus Christ 1 Firstly, if we diligently
consider what the death of Jesus was, we there shall see in truth how
all the treasures of the goodness and the grace of God, our Father, are
magnified, and glorified, and exalted in that act of mercy and love. Is
not that sight an invitation to wretched sinners to come to Him Who
has so loved them, that He did not spare His only Son, but delivered
Him up for us all 1 Does it not assure us that sinners are welcome to
the Son of God, Who so loved them that He gave His life, His body,
and His blood, to be a perfect sacrifice, a complete ransom for all who
believe in Him 1
For He it is Who callb to all those who labour and are heavy laden,
saying He will give them rest. He it is Who spoke in His love to the
wretched thief, giving him a place in heaven, saying to him, "Verily,
I say unto thee, this day shalt thou be with Me in paradise." He it is
Who so loved and pitied His enemies, who hated Him unto death, that
He prayed, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do."
It was then, when He was suffering and dying for us, that He could,
nevertheless, speak to the heart of that unhappy thief, and draw him
to Himself; that He could manifest Himself in His grace to those
wicked and abominable Italian soldiers, so that they and their captain
were constrained to smite upon their breasts, and to own that He was
a righteous man and that He was the Son of God.
And, lastly, if we behold diligently that death of Cllrist, there we see
how the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.
And why 1 Because that hidden place, into which none might enter,
was now revealed and thrown open by the death of Jesus, so that all
who believe have access and free entrance there-may go in boldly, in
full assurance of faith-may come before the throne of grace, and find
plenteous mercy, and grace to help in time of need. For He Who is
the Son of God, the power and the wisdom of God, He Who is God
Himself, so humbled Himself as to die for us, He the holy and the
righteous One, for the ungodly and for sinners, offering up Himself
that we might be made pure and clean. And it is the will of the
Father, that those whom He thus saves by the precious gift of His Son,
should be certain of their salvation and life, and should Imow that they
are completely washed and cleansed from. all their sins.
And the Father, for the love of Himself, and not for the love of us, nor
of our doings, our deservings, and our righteousness (whiCh are simply
abominations)-He, the Father, saves us, and gives to us eternal life.
Yes, it is for the love of Himself that His counsel may stand, to quicken
and to save those whom He has ordained to life, without any respect
to persons. He sees nothing to cause His love in the sinner whom He
saves-nothing in his works, nor in his race, nor in his country, nor in
anything belonging to him. He pardons all his sins and transgressions
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on account of the work of His beloved Son. He gives the precious gift
of His Son to the wretched prisoner of the devil, of sin, of hell, and of
damnation. He gives His Son because of his .wicked, lost condition, a
sinner born in sin, and the child of wrath-a sinner in whom sin and
rebellion against God live and reign. The gmcious God, the Father of
mercy, takes such an one as this to make him His child by adoption,
to be His heir, joint-heir with Christ! He makes him a new creature;
He gives him the earnest of the Spirit, by Whom he lives, Who unites
him to Christ, making him a member of His body. He makes him one
with Christ, joined to the Lord. Thus all who believe receive the fulness of grace which is in Christ Jesus.
The Holy Ghost unites them to the Saviour, to be one with Him for
ever-members of His body, even as before the world was made they
were set apart in the counsels of God to be His own.
Thus by God's great power we are restored to a nobler state than
that which Adam lost. Adam lost an earthly paradise-we have a
heavenly one. That was an earthly life-this is an incorruptible and
spiritual life-a life we can never lose again. Whosoever believeth in
God hath this everlasting life-has to do no longer with the things that
are seen, but he knows the Father in the Son-he knows the wondrous,
the endless love of God. Let us not, therefore, shrink from laying down
this mortal life, for the honour of our Father, for a witness to the holy
Gospel. For we have in exchange a life so much higher, so far more
glorious, that thoughts cannot measure it,
And, oh! how bright, how blessed, How triumphant, how joyous
and how happy is the day that is coming. Then the Lord and Saviour;
in His own body, that body in which He suffered so much fOT us, in
",hich He was spat upon, beaten, scourged, and tortmed, so that His
face was marred more than any man-in that body He shall come,
calling to all His own who have been partakers of His Spirit, in whom
by the Spirit He has dwelt-calling them up to the gloTy~showing
Himself to them in the body of His glory, raising them up in their
bodies alive. with immortal life, made like to Jesus, to reign for ever
with Him in joy.
FOT that blessed day the whole creation groans-that day of the
triumphant coming of our Saviour and Redeemer, when all enemies
shall be put under His feet, and His elect people shall ascend to meet
Him in the air. And then shall be seen the power and the great glory
of the Lord Jesus; Himself, His glorified body, the sign of the Son of
Man which shall be seen in heaven. And as in the body of His glory
there is no death, no weakness, so likewise in the bodies of His members
will there be nothing to dim their perfection, they shall stand before the
J!ather complete in Christ.-Extracts of a Sermon by William Farel,
the Reformer (1489-1565).
"THE Lord Jesus was eternally rich, glorious, and exalted; 'but

though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor.' "-S,purgeon.
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DAVID'S CHOICE.
" LET me," said David, " fall now into the hands of the Lord, for very
great are His mercies, but let me not fall into the hands of man." He
did not know which to choose-famine or pestilence, but he did know
and shrink from the ascendency of his enemies. The Lord chose for
him: short and sharp was the scourge, and while the pestilence raged
David's heart was fixed, trusting in Him. " Though He slay me, yet
will I trust in Him," Job said; but it may be that greater trust was
displayed by the king-who saw, for his guilt, his subjects being cut
down round him, and yet cleaved to the Lord--opened his lips in
prayer, and his heart in supplication and argument. Nothing prevented him from coming to the Lord. He had at another time encouraged himself in his unchanging God. Vain was the help of man (Psa.
Ix.), but God, who had been displeased and had cast Him off, He would
give him the victory, and he would yet do valiantly. Very great were
His mercies. That was what Daviu learned when he was blamed and
banished, hunted and persecuted, weary and hungry in the wilderness.
During those long years of need and distress, the Lord wrought into
His servant's soul an ever-increasing sense of poverty and .wlworthiness,
and, as in his own estimation, he deserved less and less favour, so the
greatness and preciousness of the mercies increased before him, until
he knew that salvation was a gift and not a reward. He knew that
the ear of" the Lord was never heavy, His arm never shortened, His
help never grudged, His love never diminished, His patience never
exhausted, His forgiveness, in spite of. all, still for sinners. "When
yet without strength" he had fallen into the hands of the Lord; and in
due season, and every moment, he had been guided and strengthened,
smitten and restored, impoverished and restored, blessed and comforted, and shortly would be taken where no more he would fear the
reproach of men.
FOLLOWER-ON.

(lto rt£gpOlllJtnU.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
(To the Editor of THE GOSPEL ]\'[AGAZINE.)
DEAR FRIEND,-I have just received an urgent appeal from a friend •
and worker which shows the deep need for all our interest and
supPort. "Having received soine good supplies of New Testaments
and Gospel literature for the troops. from you in times past, once
again I plead for more on behalf of the boys stationed here.
Large drafts are frequently sent from here. to the various battle
fronts, and the demand is not equal to the supply. If you could once
again help me I should be extremely gratefuL" Shall we not do our
utmost to supply such diligent workers with the truth of God?
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD, BATH ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER:
BRISTOL, Nov. 1, 1918.
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PRIESTHOOD OF ALL CHRISTIANS.
By THE REV. W. DODGSON SYKES, M.A.
THE significant fact that, in the New Testament, the Christian minister
is never termed a sacrificing priest has already been pointed out. It is
perfectly clear that the New Testament avoids the use of sacrificial
words concerning the ministry.
But when such sacrificial terms are employed, what reference have
they 1 To what are they applied 1 We find that they have three
applications. They are used concerning ;1. The Jewish priesthood (typical of Christ) ;
2. Our One High Priest (anti-typical) ;
3. The prieothood of all Christians (figurative).
In this list the Christian ministry, as such, finds no place.
PRIESTHOOD OF ALL CHRISTIANs.-We wish, in these further notes, to
turn our attention to the third on the list-the priesthood of all Christians. First of all, let us go " to the law and to the testimony." We
read in 1 Pet. ii. 3-5 ; . . . "If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. To
Whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of 'men, but
chosen of God and precious, ye also, as living stones, are built up
a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices,.
acceptable to God by J e~us Christ."
And again, in verse 9 of the same chapter ;-.
" But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of Him Who
hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light."
Similarly, we read in Rev. i. 5-6 ;" Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father;
to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
A similar song of praise appears in Rev. v. 9-10 ;" And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the
book, and to open the seals thereof; for Thou wast slain, and hast
redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, .and tongue,
and people, and nation; and hast made us unto our God kings and
priests; and we shall reign on the earth."·
THEIR SPIRITUAL SACRIFICE.-The sacrifices offered are" spiritual
sacrifices" (1 Pet. ii. 5). E.g., we read ;" I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice" . . . (Rom. xii. 1).
Or, again,
" By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks unto His name

,
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for with such saCrl'

fices God is well pleased" (Heb. xiii. 15-16).
'l'.1:I.~ 'b\.R <>.t t.1:I.~ ~\.'\'J>J>""'w" ~ ,,'nil h.-post)e 1:'au) 'IS called :" A sacrifice, acceptable, well-pleasing to God" (Phi]. iv. 18).
Such are the sacrifices offered by Christians.
NOT REPRESENTATIVELY OFFERED.-It is sometimes suggested that
the Christian Church delegates these functions of priesthood to its
officials. But the error lies in the assumption that the spiritnal sacri·
fices can be representatively offered. If it be remembered that the
sacrifices are spiritual ones, and that therefore they cannot be repre·
sentatively offered, all specious reasoning from the priesthood of all
Christians to a supposed ministerial priesthood will fall to the ground.
THE REFORMERS AND THE WORD" PRIEsT."----,'3ome have wondered
why the great Reformers of old ventured to retain the nse of the
English word" priest" of the Christian minister. But the explanation
is simple. They retained the word as being "presbyter (or elder)
writ short," and they believed that, sacerdotalism abolished, the word
would retain its etymological meaning of "elder." Thus Whitgift,
Archbishop of Canterbury, wrote :r,:> " As heretofore use hath made it to be taken for a sacrifice, so will
use uow alter that signification, and make it to be taken for a minister
of the Gospel."
Hooper, also, says that as "sacrifice is now no part of the Church
ministry" the word will" no more draw the minds of people to any
cogitation of sacrifice than the name of senator or alderman causeth
them to think upon old age."

••

•
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE thirty-ninth Anniversary of the Brighton Auxiliary recently
held, was well attended, and the results were most satisfactory. Our
valued local Hon. Secretary was absent through illness. Mr. J. C.
Dennis presided over the afternoon meeting, and excellent addresses
were given by the Revs. W. Brooke, J. K. Popham, and J. H. Hallett,
and Mr. Alfred Hayles (Treasurer). The Sale of Work, conducted by
the ladies, was very useful.
Collections after sermons increase in number. Amongst those made
dUling the past few weeks have been Sevington Parish Church, Walker
Memorial Church, Cheltenham, Cavendish Place, Eastbourne, Five
Ash Down Chapel, Sussex, Abbey Chapel, Abingdon, and other places.
The Committee thankfully acknowledge God's hand in thus drawing
forth the practical sympathy of His people with the Society.
Heavy calls upon the funds are made owing to the enhanced price
of coal and other necessaries; these are being met, but the expenditure
caus'3S anxiety to the Board, and prayer is needed that friends of
the Lord's aged poor may in greater numbers come forward to support
this work.
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A pensioner has passed away in her IOlst year; she expressed her
thankfulness to the Society and its supporters, through which she
had received help for many years.
In a sermon at our Hornsey Rise Home, three years ago, the Editor
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE said, in preaching from 1 Pet. i. 1, 2: "The
Old Testament saints, the New Testament saints, and the whole
Church of' God were pilgrims here belo\v. When they spoke of the
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society they spoke usually of those only 1"ho
were receiving benefit, yet the term' pilgrim' was applicable to every
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. This present was not their home;
they were not to settle down in their present circumstances, but to
realize that their citizenship was in heaven, and therefore they were
not to fall in with the ways and fashions of the world. Their faces
were set Zionward. God's pilgrims to Zion were chosen by the
Father, redeemed by God the Son, and sanctified by God the Ho y
Ghost."
,

)[{ehielDS anll jl,otices of !Soob.
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND ALMANACK FOR 1919. Compiled by
J. W, D. BARRON. Price 2d., or post free 3d.; or bound in
cloth, Bd.; post free, 9d. (Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C. 2).
Every Protestant Churchman should possess a copy of this admirable'
and long-established Ahnanack. It has an excellent portrait of the
Protestant Bishop of Manchester, and an illustration of James n
receiving the neWi of the landing of William of Orange. There is a
special article by Bishop Ingham, of St. Luke's, Southsea, diary pages,
calendar, and much useful information for all Protestants of every
denomination.
,

The Conversion of Admiral Coligny.-" The most distinguished captives upon this occasion [the capture of Saint Quentin by Philip n. of
Spain, on Aug. 27th, 1557] were, of course, Coligny and his brother.
Andelot was, however, fortunate enough to make his escape that night
under the 'edge of the tent in which he was confined, The Admiral was
taken to Antwerp. Rere he lay for many weeks sick with a fever,
Upon his recovery, having no better pastime, he fell to reading the
Scriptures. The result was his conversion to Calvinism, and.the world
. shudders yet at the fate in 'Yhich that conversion involved him."Motley's Rise of the Dutch Republic.
END OF VOLUME LIII.-NEW SERIES.
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