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THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
ON behalf of the Trustees of the "Gospel Magazine" we
desire to place before our readers a brief but frank statement
of the financial position.
At the Meeting of the Trustees held on June 18th, 1920,
the situation was carefully reviewed. It was found that
although the sum of about £158 had been received in
donations to this Fund in the year 1919, the total expenditure
exceeded the income by about £49.
Since then a letter dated Sept. 10th, 1920, regretfully
announces the need of another heavy advance in the cost
of printing, due to further increases in the cost of paper
and labour. This advance will mean an additional burden
of about £120 per year.
The Trustees therefore desire to say that they need a
special and regular income of about £330 a year in order
to keep the Magazine going. They feel sure that these facts
need only to be known and all our readers, rich and poor
alike, will rally to the support of this time-honoured publication. While warmly thanking our many readers for their
liberal support in the past, we appeal to them to continue
their much-needed help.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2.
or to the Editor.
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WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, OOUt'SEL,

AND COMPORT.

.. Who comforteth us In all our tribulat.ioD, that we may be able to comfort them which nte In
any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ournelves (lie comforted of God."-2 COR. i. t.

,

,
THE LORD'S COMING IN RELATION TO DEPARTED
AND LIVING BELIEVERS.
" For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven -with a shout, wl:th
the voice of the archangel, and ~/}ith the trump of God,. and the
dead in Chr-ist shall rise fi·rst: then we which are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in th3 air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord."1 THESSALONIANS iv. 16, 17.

WHEN the Christians at Thessalonica received the two letters
which came from the pen of the inspired apostle to the Gentiles
they did not hear of the doctrine of the LORD'S coming for the first
time. The apostle expressly says to them, "Remember ye not,
that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things" (2 Thess.
ii. 5). This precious truth had formed a part of the apostle's
teaching during his brief ministry amongst them. There were
details, however, concerning this glorious event of which they were
still ignorant. They were not clear in their minds as to how the
LORD'S coming would affect departed believers. To remove th,is
ignorance and to comfort the bereaved ones was the object. which
the apostle had in view in writing what he does about the LORD'S
coming in the closing part of the First Epistle. "I would not have
you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep,
that ye sorrow not even as others which have no hope" (chap. iv.
13.). Some of the Christians of Thessalonica were dying off, they
were falling asleep. To fall asleep is a beautiful way of describing'
death. It does not mean that the human spirit has fallen into a
prolonged sleep, but it is a figurative description of the death of the
body. Thus in Daniel xii. 2, we read, "Ma.ny of them that sleep
in the d~!st of the earth shall awake ". It is the bodies of believers,
not their spirits, which return to the dust of the earth and sleep
there. Now the apostle exhorts the 'fhessalonian saints not to be
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sony, as those without hope have need to be sorry, in regard to the
death of their loved ones. He does not say they are not to be
sorry at all. They may grieve. It would be unnatural not to
grieve, but their grief should not be like the grief of those who have
no hope, either in regard to themselves or in regard to their dead.
Believers who fall asleep die in the LORD, and their Christian relatives know that all believers who are absent in the body are present
with the LORD. Besides, they have the sure hope of resurrection
to eternal blessedness when the LORD comes. They look for that
blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great GOD and
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST, and therefore they have a blessed hope
about all who have fallen asleep in CHRIST, and they have reason
to comfort one another with this great truth, and all that it means
for the people of GOD, departed or living. "For GOD hath not
appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our LORD JESUS
CHRIST, Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we
should live together with Him" (1 Thess. v. 9, 10). To live
together with Him will be the eternal portion of all the redeemed,
whether they have died before His return, or are alive when that
blessed event takes place. "Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do " (1 Thess. v. ll).
Now let us, in dependence on the Spirit's teaching, think of the
teaching of this section of the Epistle on the subject of the LORD'S
Coming.
1. We are taught that He tV"ill come with remarkable public
denwn8trations.
The LORD is now in heaven. As Man He can only be in one place
at a time. Our Reformers said, "The natural body and blood of
our SAVIOUR CHRIST are in Heaven, and not here; it being against
the truth of CHRIST'S natural body to be at one time in more places
than one" (The Black Rubr·ic). But" The LORD Himself shall
descend from heaven". Here we have His personal coming. He
Himself, not an angel or a deputy, but He Himself is going to
descend from heaven. At His ascension He was" carried up into
heaven" (Luke xxiv. 51). At His coming He will descend from
heaven. The very same JESUS Who was taken up into heaven
shall descend from heaven.
He will descend "with a shotlt " . The word translated ' shout'
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means an order, a co=and, and specially a stimulating cry,
" either that by which animals are roused and urged on by man, as
horses by charioteers, hounds by hunters, or that by which a signal
is given to men, e.g., to rowers by the master of a ship, to soldiers
by a Commander" (Grimm's Greek Lexicon 0/ the New Testament).
The words, ", with a shout", may thus mean a loud summons, a
trumpet call. The long-Iooked,for and predestined moment will
have arrived for the LORD JESUS to welcome His bride. His shout,
heard by His people, will stimulate them to be of good cheer. His
shout will summon all the holy angels to accompany Him as He
returns in glory to receive His people unto Himself. His shout
will be that of a victorious King Who will come forth to put His
feet on the necks of His enemies. He will come with a shout.
There is no suggestion of secrecy in this description of His coming.
If He were coming secretly He would avoid all public demonstrations, such as are suggested by " a shout", "the voice of the archangel", and "the trump of GOD". It is a blessed thought to
realize that the LORD Himself is expecting the moment of His
return. He is sitting on the right hand of GOD, expecting till His
enemies be made His footstooL He is to sit there till that event
takes place (Psa. ex. 1; Heb. x. 12, 13). As soon as the longexpected moment arrives, however, for Him to rise up from His
FATHER'S throne, and to descend from heaven, need we wonder
that He will descend with a shout ~
Will there not be joy in this shout ~ If there was joy set before
Him when He ascended, is there not also joy set before Him when
He descends. Then it is that He will fulfil His promise to receive
His people unto Himself, that where He is there they may be also.
Then it is that He will present His bride to Himself "a glorious
Church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing" (Eph. v. 27).
The shout may thus be the shout of a King, the shout of a Victorious
Commander, a stimulating shout to His people,. the shout of a
joyful Bridegroom.
He will descend " with the voice of the archangel". The word, archangel' only occurs in 1 Thess. iv. 16, and Jude 9. In both
cases it is in the singular number. We do not appear to ,have any
Scriptural warrant for believing that there is more than one archangel. His name is given in Jude's epistle, where he is .called,
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"Michael, the archangel". He is also mentioned in Dan. x. 13,
21; and xii. l.
The voice of the archangel will be heard when the LORD descends
from heaven. That voice will be another of the public demonstrations which will accompany the LORD'S coming. There will also
be "the trump of GOD". This trump or trumpet is referred to
in two other passages. Our LORD teaches us that "immediately
after the tribulation ", unexampled in the history of the world, He
will be seen" coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great
glory. And He shall send His angels with a great sound of a tmmpet,
and they shall gather together His elect from the four winds, from
one end of heaven to the other" (Matt. xxiv. 29-31). The apostle
Paul again refers to this trumpet, when he says, "The trumpet
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we
shall be changed" (1 Cor. xv. 52). He calls it "the last trump".
The first trumpet was sounded when the LORD descended upon
Mount Sinai in fire. Then" there were thunders and lightnings,
and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voioe of the trumpet
exceeding loud,. so that all the people in the camp trembled".
This trumpet summoned the people of Israel to the Mount. "When
the trumpet soundeth long, they shall come up to the mount"
(Exod. xix. 13, 16-19; xx. 18). The last trumpet will summon
all the risen and changed saints of GOD to meet the LORD in the air.
The "shout" of the King, "the voice of the arch~ngel ", and
"the trump of GOD" will be the three remarkable and public
demonstrations with which the LORD JESUS will descend from
heaven. We are sometimes startled by the shouts and voices and
trumpets of men. Who can describe the startling effect which the
shout of the LORD, the voice of the chief of the angelic beings, and
the trumpet of GOD will have upon antichristian hosts, upon a
careless and godless world, and upon mere professors of the name
of CHRIST ~
2. We are taught that when the Lord oomes He will bring departed
saints with Him.
Note the words, "them also which sleep in JESUS will GOD
bring with Him". In a letter we received from the late Dr. C. Y.
Biss, of London, that clear and able expositor of the Word translated- the latter part of 1 Thess. iv. 14 thus: "Even so those who
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have fallen asleep, GOD will, through the instrumentality of JESUS,
bring back with Him, that is with JESUS, in company with JESUS".
The margin of the Revised Version agrees with this translation.
" Even so them also that are fallen asleep, with GOD through JESUS
being with Him" (R.V.). If we believe that JESUS died and rose
again, as we do most certainly believe, so we are assured tha,t the
sleeping bodies of believers will GOD not only raise from the dead
through JESUS but b1'ing them with JESUS. Thus the LORD'S
descent from heaven will issue in the resurrection of the dead in
CHRIST and in their being with Him in resurrection bodies of
glory. "We which are alive and remain unto the coming of the
LORD shall not prevent them which are asleep" or " shall in nowise
precede them that are fallen asleep" (R.V.). We shall have no
precedence in blessedness at that time. Our remaining alive until
His coming will not give us an advantage over those who have
fallen asleep. So far from that being the case, " the dead in CHRIST
shall rise (iTSt ". The LORD, then, is coming back in order that He
may raise from the dead all His saints who have fallen asleep, all
who have died in Him. CHRIST is the firstfmits of them that have
fallen asleep. His resurrection is the pledge of the resurrection of
all who have died in Him. The order of the resurrection is
" CHRIST the firstfruits; afterward they that are CHRIST'S at His
coming". Who are CHRIST'S ~ "If ye be CHRIST'S, then are ye
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise" (Gal. iii. 29).
All the spiritual seed of Abraham are CHRIST'S. All who have
faith in CHRIST are Abraham's children. "They which are of
faith, the same ate the children of Abraham." Moreover," thev
•
which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham " (Gal. iii. 7-9).
They are not blessed without him but with him. He was justified
by faith in CHRIST, and they are justified by faith in CHRIST, and it
is the justified who are CHRIST'S, and who shall be raised when He
comes. To the Corinthian saints the apostle said, "Ye are
CHRIST'S", "ye are justified", and they that are CHRIST'S shall be
raised at His coming (1 Cor. iii. 23; vi. 11; xv. 23). It is true
that " there shall
be a resurrection of the dead, both 0/ the iust and
,
uniust" (Acts xxiv. 15), but in 1 Cor. xv. and 1 Thess. iv. the
apostle is referring specially and only to the resurrection of the
just, and these include all the saints of GOD from the very begin,
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ning of the world. All the Old Testament's saints are included in
" they that are CHRIST'S at His coming". Abraham, as well as
all his spiritual seed, will rise from the dead on the resurrection
mornmg.
3. We are taught that when the Lord comes His living saints will
undergo a wonderful change. ~
This important truth is reve;tled to us in 1 Cor. :>..'V. 51, 52. The
apostle there says, " Behold, I show you a mystery; we shall not
all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trump; for the trumpet shall sound, and the
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed".
Speaking of the church in its corporate capacity, the apostle says,
"We shall not all sleep". Some members of the Church of GOD
will be alive when the LORD comes. He did not mean that he or
any of the Christians to whom he was then writing would be alive
when that event takes place, but speaking of the whole body of
the faithful, he says, "we shall not all sleep, some of us will be
alive when our Master returns". What, then, will happen to the
living saints? They will all be changed. "In a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump . . . the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed." As quickly as the eye
twinkles the resurrection of the dead in Christ and the change of
living believers will take place. What a wonderful, what a speedy,
and what a welcome transformation it will be !
Rationalists have asserted "that St. Paul expected to be alive
when CHRIST came; that later in life the hope of surviving till the
LORD came alternated in his mind with the expectation of death;
and that it is better to recognize the obvious fact that Paul was
mistaken as to the nearness of the Second Advent than to torture
his words to secure their infallibility" (quoted by Dr. C. Y. Biss in
The Second Coming of the LORD JESUS CHRIST). We say,
however, that there is no ground for suggesting. that any of the
apostles expected the LORD to return in their lifetime. How
could they when our LaRD in the hearing of seven of His disciples
had foretold Peter's death? (See John xxi. 2, 18, 19 ; 2 Pet. i. 14,15).
The doctrine that the LORD might return at any moment during
the time when the apostles were on earth cannot pof>sibly be the
doctrine of Scripture. Peter certainly knew that he would die

J

514

The Gospel Magazine

before the LORD came. So did the apostle Paul (2 Tim. iv. 6).
Moreover, the apostle Paul taught the Thessalonians that the
falling away or the apostasy, and the revelation of the man of sin
must precede the LORD'S coming (2 Thess. ii. 1-5). When the
LORD- does come, however, His living people will all be changed~
all of them, not some of them, but all of them. " We shall ALL be
changed."
4. We are taught that the risen and changed saints will be caught lip
to meet the Lord in the air.
" Then (lit. afterwards) we which are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the LORD in
the air." The word for" caught up " is used in reference to Philip.
" The Spirit of the LORD caught away Philip" (Acts viii. 39). It
is used in reference to the apostle Paul who wab " caught up to the
third heaven" or " caught up into paradise" (2 Cor. xii. 2, 4). It
is thus used of Divine power transferring a person marvellously
and swiftly from one place to another. All the saints of GOD who
have died will be raised in glory. Abel, Enoch, and Noah;
Abraham, Isaac, and J acob; Moses and the prophets; all the Old
Testament saints; the Apostles and Martyrs of primitive times;
the saints of GOD in all the centuries since; all will be raised in
glory, and their corruptible bodies will put on incorruption. Allthe living saints will be changed, their mortal bodies will put on
immortality. The body of our humiliation will be conformed to
the body of CHRIST'S glory, according to His mighty working.
Afterwards the risen and changed saint-; shall be caught up together.
What a grand reunion! They shall be caught up to meet THE
LORD. What a meeting that will be! They shall see His Face.
They shall behold Him Who loved them and gave Himself for
them. Who can describe the rapturous joy which will fill the
hearts of the redeemed when they behold Him, the centre of the
angelic throng, and say, "Lo, this is our GOD; we have waited for
Him, and He will save us: this is the LORD; we have waited for
Him, we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation" (Isa. xxv. 9).
All this teaching concerning the LORD'S return is intended for the
comfort of GOD'S elect people. "Wherefore comfort one another
with these words." Take comfort with regard to those who have
fallen asleep. It is well with them even now. Absent from the
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body, they are present with the LORD. How blessed is that truth!
How precious to know that all who died in the LORD are "with
C!rnIST, which is far better". Moreover, it will be well with them
when He comes. They will not be under any disadvantage. "The
dead in CHRIST shall rise first." Take comfort with regard to those
believers who may be alive at His coming. They will all be
changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, and then the
whole company of the LORD'S blood-washed people shall be caught
up together to meet Him Whom their souls love, and" so shall we
ever be with the LORD".
Here, dear believing readers, is truth to cheer your hearts. You
are predestinated to be for ever with the LORD. Your LORD has
said, "Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be
with Me where I am; that they may behold My glory, which Thou
hast given Me" (John xvii. 24). Nothing can hinder His gracious
purpose from being accomplished. Not one of His members will be
missing. They will all be glorified_
"0, then what raptured greetings
On Canaan's happy shore,
What knitting sever'd friendships up
Where partings are no more!
Then eyes with joy shall sparkle,
That brimm'd with tears of late;
Orphans no longer fatherless,
Nor widows desolate.
" Bring near Thy great salvation,
Thou LAMB for sinners slain,
Fill up the roll of Thine elect,
Then take Thy power and reign:
Appear, Desire of nations,
Thine exiles long for home;
Show in the heavens Thy promised sign;
Thou PRINCE and SAVIOUR, come."
(Al/ord.)
The Vicarage, Whitington,
Stoke Ferry, N or/olk.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

"THEREFORE, I take the Word of God, and when I do not find a
thing to have been plainly fulfilled, I look forward to see its fulfilrn'nt
exactly as God has promised."-Rev. W. H. Krause.
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THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST,
" Wherelore gird up the loins 01 your mind, be sober, ancl hope to the
end lor the grace that is to be brought unto you at the re-ve/cltion 01
Jesus Ohrist."-1 PETER i. 13.

of the words employed by the inspired writers in connection
with the doctrine of the Lord's coming is' revelation'. This word
is used twice by the apostle Paul (see Greek of 1 Cor. i. '7 and 2 Thess.
i. 7), and three times by the apostle Peter (see Greek of 1 Pet. i.
7, 13; iv. 13).
We propose in this brief al'ticle to draw our readers' attention to
the teaching about the precious truth of the Lord's coming suggested by this word.
The word tmnslated 'revelation' (1l1rO,aAV"'t~) means an
uncovel'ing. The Lord Jesus at pl'esent is hidden f!'Om our view,
but He is coming again. The same Jesus Who was taken up into
heaven at His ascension will return, He will appeal' again. He will
be manifested, His coming will be a manifestation, a revelation of
His presence. Then" every eye shall see Him" (Rev. i. 7), The
revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven is thus one of the clearly
revealed doctrine~ of the Word of God (See 2 Thess. i. 7, R.V.). It
is a truth, therefore, which concerns the Lord's l'edeemed family.
His revelation from heaven will be for their eternal benefit, and
they are to gird up the loins of their mind and set their hope pel'fectly on the grace that is to be brought unto them when that great
and glorious event takes place.
1. The re-velation 01 our Lord Jesus Ohrist Ir01n heaven will bring
rest to His people,
"To you that are afflicted rest with us, at the re-velation 01 the
Lord Jesus Irom heaven with the angels of His power in flaming fil'e,
l'endel'ing vengeance to them that know not God, and to them that
obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus: who shall suffer punishment, even eternal destruction from the face of the LOl'd and from
the glory of His might, when He shall come to be glorified in His
saints, and to be marvelled at in all them that believed (because our
testimony unto you was believed) in that day" (2 Thess. i. 7-10).
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The rest or relief spoken of here is relief from the trials of persecntion. The Thessalonian saints had been called to endure much
persecution and tribulation for Christ's sake. That trial would
remain with them more or less, but the inspired apostle cheers them
with the prospect that rest or relief from persecution would be
their portion" at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven".
That is one form of the blessedness which the Lord's coming will
bring to His people. There will be an end to their suflerings for
Christ's sake.
Such sufferings are their appointed portion. They have been
the lot of God's people in all ages. They were terribly severe in
the case of the martyrs. They issued in the death of Stephen, of
J ames the brother of John, of Paul·and of Peter, and of thousands
of the early Christians. They issued in the cruel persecutions of
the saints of G?d in medieval and Reformation times. They were
experienced in Uganda and in the Boxer riots in China in more
modern days. They are experienced more or less keenly by all
'Yho will live godly in Christ Jesus, and especially by those who
come out thoroughly from the world, and who take a bold stand
against apostasy in the professing Church. But all these persecutions shall for ever cease "at the revelation of the Lord Jesus
from heaven". That revelation will bring blessing to His people,
but it. will bring" vengeance to them that know not God, and to
them that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus".
" Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial among
you, which cometh upon you to prove you, as though a strange
thing happened unto you: but insomuch as ye are partakers of
Christ's sufferings, rejoice; that at the revelation of His glory also
ye may rejoice with exceeding joy" (1 Pet. iv. 12, 13).
2. The revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ from heaven will bring
commendation to His people.
" That the proof of your faith being more precious than gold that
perisheth though it is proved by fire, might be found unto praise
and glory and honour at the revelation of Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. i. 7).
The members of the Lord's family rejoice as they anticipate the
fullness of salvation whereunto they are appointed and which ib
ready to be revealed (1 Pet. i. 5, 6), but for a season they are in
heaviness through manifold temptations. Their faith is being
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greatly tried and tested. But when their Lord is revealed from
heaven their faith, which was divinely given, will be commended
by Him through Whom it was given. It will be found unto praise
and honour and glory. He will then say to His tried people, " Well
done, thou good and faithful servant . . . enter thou into the
joy of thy Lord". Rejoice, then, ye tried and persecuted people
of God, for" great is your reward in heaven" (Matt. v. 12).
3. The revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ from heaven will bring
more grace to His people.
The words of the apostle Peter are, "Wherefore girding up the
loins of your mind, be sober and set your hope perfectly on the grace
that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ".
There is therefore more grace laid up for the Lord's redeemed
family. Grace loved and elected them. Grace brought down
their Divine Surety to redeem them.
Grace regenerated them
by the power of the Holy Ghost. They were justified freely by
Divine grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.
Grace called them, grace adopted them. Grace keeps and preserves
them. All grace is made to abound toward them. But He giveth
more grace, and more grace will be brought unte them at the
revelation of their Lord from heaven. Grace will raise from the
dead those who have died in the Lord. Grace will change the
living saints. Grace will cause them to meet the Lord in the air.
Grace will bring them to the many mansions which the Lord Jesus
has gone to prepare. All through ete~nity they will experience the
grace, mercy, and love of the triune Jehovah.
Be it ours, then, like the Corinthian saints, to be in the attitude
of "waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor.
i. 7, R.V.). Let us be like unto men who wait for their lord.
"Lord, we wait for Thine appearing;
Tarry not, Thy people say;
Bright the prospect is, and cheering,
Of beholding Thee that day;
When our sorrows
Shall for ever pass away."
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HOME CALLS OF 1920.

11' is a truth that we are too apt to overlook ~nd belittle, that amongst
the inventory of the saints, death is included as a Divine gift. "For
all things are yours, whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world,
or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours.
And ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's" (1 Cor. iii. 21-23). So
that whilst naturally we rather incline to speak of life, joy and happi e
ness, we haye an equal claim to speak also of death as part of the
believer's possessions and as a gift of God.
•

" Why will ye call it ' Death's dark night? '
Death is the entrance into light:
Behind its cloudy purple gates
The everlasting morning waits.
Then fear not death, ita pains, its strife,
Its weakness-these belong to life:
Death is the moment when they cease,
B

When Christ says' Come', and all is peace."

Nevertheless, beloved reader, we shrinkmo'e and more from approaching this annual paper on the Home-going of the saints whom we have
known, reverenced, and loved-so fast are they lea ving us an d we so
few and feeble and lonely who are left! But let us think of those who
have gotten the victory, and who have laid down for ever the burden of
the flesh, and in whom is slain sin and Satan and death. To them,
death was a merciful gift in Christ their living Head and was swallowed
up in life. They are in " life more abundant", in transport of bliss,
in unutterable joy and felicity. Thej have gazed upon the face of
their Beloved and they will gaze and never tire: They will feast
their eves and never remove them from Him Who loved them and
gave Himself for them. They are following the Lamb whithersoever
He leads them. They are joining the unending song of "W"rthy
the Lamb". They who were cramped below with" this body of sin
and death" are in perfect liberty, ranging heaven's unmeasured
plains and in abundant satisfaction they
•••

11

See His Face and never, never sin

And from the river of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in".

Of those who began the year 1920 with ns and have now gained the
start of us, I would speak first of that eminently gifted and beloved
servant of Jes~s Christ who has just passed away. I refer to the
Rev. James Mortimer Sangar. He entered the joy of the Lord on
October 24th. He had been spared to a ripe old age, and was
privileged to continne in the ministry for sixty-three years, only retiring
from the living of Elworthy in July, 1919, which charge he had held
for twenty-four years. As I hope to be enabled to give an appreciation
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of our beloved and honomed friend in a separate paper, I pass on to
the Home-calls of other faithful stewa.J'ds of the grace of God_
For many yearB now, the church has been mourning, one by one,
her standard-bearers, and seeing their places unfilled. "The faithful
fail from the children of men, and tmth is fallen in our streets" is
her cry. Thus in the earlier months of this year as the result of an
accident in the streets of London, that faithful exponent of Protestant
Evangelical Trnth, the R3v. Prebendary F. S. Webster, passed to his
rest in hospital, whilst in the same and earliest month two ministers
of the strict Baptist cause-Mr. Edward CaIT of Bath, and Mr. Robins,
but recently appointed to Leicester-were ealled Home. Appreciative testimony and allusion were made in the March issue to these
last two. Dear' E. C.' of Bath will long be remembered for his
mi.l,istry and his able pen. Every reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZrNE
will recall his choice and savoury articles month by month on "thc
Glories of Christ". He had his desire-H.. passed away in his sleep
a.nd thus knew not of the article of death which probably he had fea.red.
In the sam~ month that humble but graciously taught' Aged
Pilgrim', John Whitmore of Manchester, fell asleep in Jesus after
a long laborious life and many straits B.ttending it, bnt found his God
a Covenant-keeping God to the end.
We were indebted to dear Miss L. Ormiston for a short but sweet
account of Mrs. Littleton, who in the days of her health worshipped
at St_ Mary-le·Port, and who passed peaeeJully away on Lord's day,
Feb. 1st (see March number of GOSPEl. MAGAZINE).
Our little church and congregation suffered also another 108s in
Febl1lary, when l\1r. T. C. Sims-once churchwarden, and always a
willing and generous sUl'porter-died suddenly in his sleep. He was
always so genial and kind, and the writer will not easily forget the
uuostentatious way in which he always squeezed into her hand a tenshilling note for her Annual Sale for the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society,
and lovingly and tenderly enqnired afterwards as to its success, saying,
"I was thinking of and praying for you". In Mao'ch we were privileged to gathec some sweet fragments from dear 'Nettie's' facile
pen of the Home-going of the aged friend of her own dear mather's
and herself, in Miss Elizabeth Bmch, who in extreme prostration and
helplessness and blindness exhibited such sweet patience and holy
joy on her sick bed, and loved the sweet and hallowed commwlioll
of those who spake of Him Whom her soul loved.
And then in the same month of this year one whose name had SO
long been familiar to so many of us and Wh0111 some. of us were privileged to know-I refer to Commander B. H. Key, of Southseapassed away in his 80th year. His had been a long and interesting
career. His first ship was the 'Juno', in which he went rolU,d
the world before he was eighteen. He acc.ompanied the late King
Edward, then Prince of Wales, to Canada and the United States,
and in 1897'was first lieutenant of the' Ariadne', in which tho Prince
went to the Mediterranean. But ,,,It.hough highly connected, we all
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knew and loved Commander Key in connection with the Bethesda
Mission, and 'his brotherly association with the late beloved Rey.
J. C. Martin of the Circus Church, Portsmouth. Within a fortnight
the Circus Church suffered another loss in the removal by death of
Commander H. A. Heaven, M.V.O.R.N., a true and sincere follower
of the Lord Jesus, and" a worshipper amongst those who loved the
doctrines of grace; a believer in the word of God in its entirety, and
plenary inspiration". One of his last remarks was to a friend who
enquired as to his hope beyond this life. "I know that the eternal
God is my refuge and underneath me are the everlasting arms"
(' H. S.', English Churchman).
The missionary world had also a great loss in the unexpected removal
of Madame Lopez Rodriguez, of the Figueras Mission in Spain, where
she hed lived and laboured and had seen such gracious results from
the circulation of the Holy Scriptures, and had many souls brought
out of the darkness and thraldom of Romish doctrines into the light
and liberty of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
In the several times at long, long intervals that we were privileged
to meet and co=une together with the late Mrs. Cooper-a beloved
friend of dear 'Nettie's' who passed away in her sleep (she had
feared death, and thus was His tender mercy bestowed)-one will
not easily forget the chastened spirit, the refined testimony, and the.
deep experience of this servant of the Lord. It was a knitting together
in love and esteem very highly for the truth's sake, and one could not
but be struck with the thought the.t she was speaking from a deep
experience, learned in the school of suffering and affliction, and that
the Great Refiner had been there to His glory. Again we feel on tender
ground and utterly unworthy to write of that honoured servant of
Christ, and beloved friend, Mr. John W()(;d, of Woking, who in his
74th year was called on May 6th to enter the joy of his Lord. Hid
had been a singularly blessed career, and a long life spent in his Master's
service. How weary he must often have been as "labours more
abundant" kept him at the post of witnessing as years advance.d,
and his heart was oft sad. Any who have read the sweet and patbetic
memoir of his loved nephew in "A Life well Lived ", who fell at
Hooge in the early stage of the Great War, could guess what it cost
the tender, affectionate heart of his uncle. Mr. Wood's influence as
a writer was very extensive, and his laboms in connection with the
Evangelization Society brought him in touch with the high and the
noble of the land. But a humbler saint of God could not be found.
He had a most gracious winsome manner with him, and on the platform
was a most attractive speaker. The writer recalls with grateful
memory the many sweet and sacred seasons when she with her dear
sisters, now, like dear Mr. Wood, in the glory, were privileged to
entertain this eminent servant of Christ as their guest during the
Clifton Conferences. Mr. Wood in later years was appointed one of
the trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and thus with a common interest,
many a precious letter from his pen was received. Just to quot~
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from one, when he sat down 'late' on a certain occasion to send his
sympathy: "I am distressed to think of your new trial, and hasten
to express my sympathy. I glean (or try to do so) that you are better
and that hope cheers you along. His peace will, I know, fill your
soul, and I am just going to. give you seven things from John xiv.
which 1 trust the Lord has given me for an evangelists meeting (prayer
and praise) on the 30th. They are these :" 1. He has gone to prepare a place for us.
"2. He is coming again to receive us unto Himself.
"3. He undertakes to give according to our asking (no poverty
about that promise).
"4. He promises to pray !or us (what are not the prayers worth i).
"5. He promises to come to us, 'so that till we go to Him He
perpetually visits us, yea, abides with us. Then He says"6. '1 will love you'. (How much 1) (For how long 1)
"7. 'Peace' to prevent all trouble."
This letter is a long and deeply interesting one, and he (,ells me of
the Home·call of a great friend and supporter of the Evangelization
Society in Mr. Sutton of Reading, and how" it came as a thunder-clap
to me and to so many, and it fell to me to take his meeting (at which
he usually presided) on Sunday evening. The Lord graciously helped
me, even to no faltering of the voice. A most attentive audience
listened to the words, 'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord' ".
And dear Mr. Wood himself has since been among those 'blessed'
ones!

It was hut bur days later (May 10) when we at St. Mary-Ie·Port,
Bristol, snfiered the loss of one of our esteemed sidesmen and congrega·
tion. Mr. Pereival Hancock was for twenty-eight years the beloved
friend and brother in the Lord to Mr. T. Bryant. It was one of those
rare but lovely friendships of brotherly love, continuing and unchecked
by all the changes of life and its circumstances through the Holy Spirit's
gracious influences. The friendship which began in their boyhood
days continued to the end. They shared one another's joys and
sorrows, walked to the house of G<>d in C(',mpany, and the love of G<>d
which knit them together grew with added years. Mr, Hancock was
of a vcry quiet, retiring, a.Jmost modest, disposition, and spoke but
little of the eternal realities which found a chief place in his heart,
except to his friend and lellow-companion. Did we need evidence
of life Divine it was found in his steps, his godly consistent life, and
his forsaking not the assembling with the Lord's people in the house
of prayer. But there we;e real and sacred passages in his life which
told how true and deep a work was that of the Holy Spirit in his soul.
Never will the writer forget the season of sorrow which entered that
happy home and in a short week left it joyless, and a young husband
bereaved and left with two motherless infants. The calm demeanour,
the agony of mind suppressed; not a murmuring wcrd was allowed
to cross his lips. His chief desire was to be fnlly assured that his
dear young wife had died in the Lord. And when his riven heart
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was satisfied of this bv the testimony she left, he felt he could smile
amid his tears and say, " Bless the Lord, 0 my soul "-. For twelve
years he ordered his house before the Lord, and brought his motherless
,children to the means of grace, and walked if it were possihle in a closer
knitting of brotherly love with his dear friend and brother in the
Lord. He was a ready helper of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society
and other societies and work in sympathy with the doctrines of grace.
The last twelve months of his life were suffering ones, and it was
plain to all that he was a dying man. In the early part of the year,
when away at Devizes for his health, he told how one night at
midnight a voice spoke in his silent chamber, "And your life is hid
with Christ in God" (Col. iii. 3). It was so distinct that he turned
involuntarily and called to his brother to come in, but on enquiry
in the morning he ascertained that no one had been near his room
during the night. Then he knew the Lord had spoken to him, and that
promise was kept in his memory a,nd made a comforting and assuting
word to the end.
His friend tdls how he fOlilld in his pocket-book the following,
written only three weeks before his Home-call :H

I

Lead me to seek with earnest prayer

Thy counsel for my stay:
And look to Thee to guide my steps
In Thine appointed way."
On one of the last days he said so solemnly and earnestly to his
,devoted brother in Christ, "He won't leave me now, will He 1 " and
was assured that his God had spoken His sworn word and had said,
"I will never leave thee nor forsake thee". He rested quietly as
his friend repeated the 23rd Psalm to him to his appreciation and
satisfaction. Once more a little company gathered in Arno's Vale,
.and on May 13 committed the mortal remains of Percival Hancock
to the grave in sure and certain hope of a glorious resurrection and
re-nnion with his dear young wife in a tearless world_
On Jnne 4 a beloved friend in Yorkshire lost her life-long friend
and companion, and after a qniet consistent walk and adorning of
the doctrines, dear Miss Emma Ingham passed from earth's sadness,
sin and suffering, into the King's presence and was 'satisfied'.
The bright summer was indeed a shadowed one to the writer, and
its weeks were spent in nursing our dear eldest sister through a long
and trying illness. It was attended with signal mercies and tender
providences, and one doubts not that in those snffering days many
a word was spoken in the silence, and whilst flesh and heart failed
the G?d of her life and her father's God was then her strength
And stay. To one who asked, "Upon what are you resting 1 " she
said, " Upon the Rock I have rested on for fifty years". To her
sister: "It will not only be rest out joy-I wanted you. Pray for
me"; and asking for the repetition. of a message, " Is Jesus precious
to you NOW 1 " sent by her oldest friend, she said" Yes" so emphatic-
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ally and distllictly." I know whom I have believed." She was
de;'otedly attached in earlier years to the ministry of the Ven. Archdeacon John Richardson and Dr. Lindsay Young, and in later years
to that of the late Rev. Canon Brennan and Canon Hemming, as
many notes in her Bible testify.
Thus, dear readers, we have been brought on our way through another
year, overshadowed and tinged with the clouds of sorrow and bereavement, but also enabled to look beyond these passing scenes and days
of death to Him Who has conquered that 'last enemy' and to rejoice
as we contemplate what death is to the believer in Jesus .
. " A victory gained, with triqmph and renown,
The victor welcomed Home to wear a crOWD:

The armour laid aside-the laurel waved,
The Saviour glorified-the sinner saved.
" The weary traveller lying down to rest
The troubled Christian made completely blessed.
The faithfullab'r<;r gaining his reward,
Tpe servant welcomed Home to see his Lord."

With the same writer (Joseph Irons) we close. "We give thee
thanks that it has pleased Thee to deliver this our brother, o'ur sister,
out of the pains and miseries of ,this life-final deliverance where
sin and sorrow shall no more come-where tears are foreveI wiped
from all eyes-where everlasting glory reigns-where meridian felicity
unknown on earth, never knows a cloud; that is the prospect of every
believer! "
R.

Sermon!:) anb Note!:) of ,Sermon!:),
A CHILD'S PLEA.
BRIEF NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT, CHURCH, BRISTOL.
" Show me a token for good,. that they which hate me may see it, and be
ashamed,. because Thou, Lord, hast holpen me and comforted me."PSALM lxxxvi. 17.
I PREACHED from this word eighteen years ago, dear friends, and the
Word remains faithful, it has known no change. It is God's Own
unchanging Truth by which, through grace, we are held up. Are we
all thus held? Are we standing, or falling? God has spoken once in
His holiness, He will not fail Jacob. Jacob is a type of consummate,
absolute weakness, and we bless God that He has selected such a
character. We are most of us like Jacob in his many faults and failings; thank God if we are like him in grace. Grace is God's gift, and
where He gives it He confirms it, but He never removes it. Even
heaven and earth shall pass away, they are passing while we speak of .
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it, but His Own Word of His Own promise remaineth sure; may God
confirm us in that Holy Word.
"Show me a token for good." Do you pray to' Father, Son" and
Holy Spirit, Show me a token for good 1 This is a specific snpplication
of the Psalmist. Oh, send out Thy light and Thy truth, let them lead
me, let them bring me to Thy holy place, to the place of blessing where
Thou blessest for Christ's sake. We have received many tokens of
prayer having been answered. Not one petition of one believing child
of God has been forgotten, or overlooked, or reckoned of small import,
whether it was answeTed or not. How many believing prayeTs have you
offered 1 And if some have to you appeaTed unanswered, you have so
many answeTed prayeTs to fall back on in proof of His kindness and
determination to show you mercy. None can diveTt His mind from
showing mercy to those who know their need. He takes pleasure in
distributing His boundless mercies for Jesus' sak~He is worthy.
Pray on, praying soul; pray also with all prayer, as the blessed Apostle
wTites, with overcoming prayer. Oh, what power belongs to the
saints of God. They hold Onmipotence in theiT grasp. "Ask, and ye
shall have", He says to His believing people only. Onmipotence
could not say more, would not say less. He has pledged His Own
Name to that, and He will not fail poor limping Jacob. There was no
cure for Jacob's limping, he limped all his days. "Fear not ", however, came a voice from Heaven, and Jacob had no reason to fear, no
reason to doubt the Lord his God from that day. But, my beloved
hearers, all God's Jacobs are doubters, they aTe all sinful and halting,
sometimes they doubt if they will stand in that Great Day. They feaT
lest they should not endure to the end. There may be more than one
doubteT hem to.n'ight, doubteTs are prevalent, nevertheless He abideth
faithful, He can not deny,Himself. Oh, He keepeth His Covenant of
mercy for eveT, He will not put away one, He hateth putting away, an
oath has been taken that He will not do it. Each child, a fearful,
doubting child though he' may be, cost the precious blood of the Lord
Jesus-He gave Himself. He cleaves to His bargain, it would be an
act of injustice on His paTt to give up any-none shall perish, He has
said it, neither shall any man pluck one out of My Hand.
"Show me", says the most Jacob-like child, "show me a token for
good". That cry reaches the heart of the Man of Sorrows, and He
will not put off one of His beloved children. Oh, seek grace, fellowbelievers, to seek more profitably such a token. I love that word. He
has in purpose thousands of tokens not yet bestowed nor acknowledged,
and they will yet be being acknowledged when time is no mOTe. Wait
upon Him, wait long if necessaTy, plead His promises, and though He
tany in His coming, in His appeaTing to you and for you, wait for Him;
arguing faith will not be disappointed. " Unto you that fear My Name
shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing "-that is a good
word-" with healing in His wings." Health is salvation. Many
Teceived it in the days of Christ's flesh. Many were the bitteT tears He
wiped away.. NeveT a penitent tear has been unnoticed by Him. He
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came here to seek the lost-that is the word; He died for the lost. Oh,
behold how He loves, how marvellously He loves; think of it, dwelt
on it, be satiated, poor weary soul, in receiving of its .tulness. He went
to the lowest depths to snatch His Father's lost sheep from the very
mouth of hell. And He enables the perishing sinner savingly to believe, by grace-through faith, here it is put both ways. It is not faith
that is salvation, yet salvation is through faith. "That they which
hate me may see it, and be ashamed "-it may be that many hate us
for the Christ they see in us-" for Thou, Lord, hast holpen me and
comforted me "-sweet testimony. Give Him the glory; lean on
Him, confess to Him all your past-keep nothing from Him. Oh, how
He sees. All that is, all that has been, all that will be-all black, but
all cleansed away in the precious, precious blood of Christ, the Lamb of
God without blemish and without spot. He has turned away His face
for ever from the possibility of seeing your sin, or of putting you away.
Oh, glorify Him with your last breath, as I hope shortly to do, saying,
"He loved me and gave Himsel/ for me ".
May God bless His Word to us, for Christ's sake. Amen.

,

THE GATE OF THE LORD.

WE are entering the last month of another year of grace, spared
amidst all the pains and anxieties and perplexities and sinfulness
of this restless, increasingly wicked world, a world which seeks relief
. by man-made methods and amusements which grieve to the quick
the hearts of the children of God. It is man's day, and after so many
signal deliverances in distress which man could not' achieve, the Lord
is not recognized or sought. But" fear not, little flock, 'it is your
Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom". "Let not your
heart be troubled ", we shall yet behold Him King of kings and Lord'
of lords, ruling in righteousness. Man imagines he can construct an
Eden by his own schemes, but God will overturn and will Himself
reign to the everlasting joy of His ransomed righteous people. Satan
shall be cast down and we shall sing, "Tbe 'kingdoms of this world
are hecome the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ; and He
shall reign for ever and ever".
Lately the passage which heads tbis paper, " 'l'he Gate of the Lord",
in Psa. cxviii. 20, has been laid upon my mind. The view that the
words, " This is the gate of the Lord," are typical of Christ Himself
is opened out by the Holy Spirit in the,se passages. First· the gate
itself: " This gate of the Lord into which the righteous shall enter".
In the previous verse we find the petition, " Open to me the gates of
righteousness". Probably the temple gates are primarily indicated,
but that" this gate" ultimately points out Christ Himself there is
no doubt. "I am the way, the truth and the life; no man cometh
unto the Father but .by Me."
Now note who shall euter. The righteous. Yet we know that none
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is righteous, no not one. See the description in Rom. iii., .lI11 under
sin-none righteous, no not one; none that understandeth, none that
seeketh after God, all gone out of the way, none that doeth good, no
not one. By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justmed in
His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin. And the Holy Spirit
gives the quickened sinner such a terrible sight of his sinfulness that
he is constrained to cry out in his ag ny, "0 wretched man that I
am, who shall deliver me 1 "
Ah! here enters the Lord our righteousness, here is the gate by
which the righteous enter. See Rom. iii. 21: "The righteousness of
God without the law i; manifested . . . even the righteousness of
God by faith of Jesus Christ". See in Rom. iv. concerning the faith
of Abraham. "It was imputed to him for righteousness. Now it
was not written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him, but for
us alse, t!> whom it shall be imputed if we believe on Him t,hat raised
up Jesus our Lo,d from the dead: who was delivered for Ollr offences
and was raised again for our justmcation." See Rom. v. 17: "The
gift of righteousness". Verse 18: "By the righteousness of one
upon all men unto justmcation of life". Verse 19: "By the obedience
of one shall many be made righteous". Ab! dear reader, "where
sin abounded grace did much more abound: that as sin hath reigned
unto death, even se might grace reign through righteousness unto
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord". And here I cannot forbea,'
quotiug agaiu the words I have se often repeated: " He hath made
Him to be sin for us who knew no sin; that we might he made the
righteousness of God in Him". Thus, dear reader, the righteous shall
enter this gate of the Lord. Observe the words" into which ", righteousness in Him, and" this gate of the Lord ,:nto which the righteous
shall enter.". That 'into' is a very sweet word and betokens absolute
inner absorption, entrance 'into' the gate, Christ.
The second expression I would draw your attention to is Heb. xiii.
14: "Whelefore Jesus . . . that He might sanctify the people with
His own blood, suffered without the gate". This of course refers to
the ceremonial law by which sacrmces were burnt without the camp
when journeying through the wilderness. So Jesus alse suffered
without the gate of Jerusalem----fluffered without, that His people,
His righteous people, should enter within. "Open to me the gates
of righteousness; J will go into them, I will praise the Lord." How
full of praise should be our whole life as we view the marvellous
grace of God, the col1Jplete salvation, the all-covering robe of righteousness-all-all-Christ. The beloved of the Lord are 'all fair', 'no
spot', beautiful-righteous-pure in heart, justmed, sanctmed, all in
Ch,.·;(;!t.

" That He might sanctify the people with His own blood He suffered
without the gate." "When J see the blood I will pass over you",
was the message to Israel when the destroying angel passed through,
and the blood of Jesus Christ which cleanseth from all sin is the passport into the salvation of God. "Made nigh by the blood of Christ,"

The Gospel Magazine
," redeemed with the precious blood of Christ." We are the Church
purchased with His Hood. He is a propitiation through faith in His
blood, and we are justified by His Hood. By His own blood He
entered in once into the holy place having obtained eternal redemption
for us. In the closing book of His written word we find Him descrihed
as " Him that loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood".
In this 'new song' they sing, "Thou wast slain and hast redeemed
us to God by Thy blood". Before the throne are they who" have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb".
And of the overcomers we read, " They overcame by the 'blood of the
Lamb". So throughout the word we read of sufIering-{lf blood. And
he suffered in the place of shame outside the gate-for us-{)utside,
that we might be inside, might enter the gate of righteousness. "Peace
thrOl,gh the blood of His cross."

•

" Oh I for this love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break,
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak."

As we ponder we long for ten thousand tongues to praIse Him
from intensely loving, grateful hearts.
The third passage to which the Holy Spirit directed me id Ezekiel
xliii. 4: "And the glory of the Lord came into the house by the way
of the gate whose prospect is toward the east". We view here the
Lord Jesus Christ, " the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ". For surely the glory of the 1,0 rd came by way of
this gate" whose prospect is toward the east". The star in the East
directed His seekers and proclainIed His advent. When Adam and
Eve fell in the garden of Eden the Lord "placed at the east of the
garden of Eden cherubims and a flaming sword which turned every
way to keep the way of the tree of life". And the Star in the east
four thousand years later heralded the life, the flaming sword guarded
the way, the gate of righteousness into which the right.eous enter
and obtain everlasting life. That tree of life defended in Eden is now
in the heavenly Jerusalem (see Rev. xxii.). "He showed me a pure
river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of
God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, 'and on either
side of the river, the tree of life". Note the succeeding verse: "There
shall be no more curse". In that first Eden Adam was placed and
to him was given the management of it, for" Every beast of the field
and fowl of the air " the Lord" brought to Adam to see what he would
call them; and whatsoever Adam called every living creature that
was the name thereof". So man ruled-and fell. But in the Paradise
of God wherein is the throne of God and ,the Lamb" they shaH reign
for ever and ever "., No failure there. Sin is blotted out of remembrance and out of existence. "His servants shall serve Him, and
they shall see His face and His Name shall be in their foreheads",
always visible. "Blessed are they that do His commandments that
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they may have right to the tree of life and may enter in throt;gh the
gates into the city".
" And the glory of the Lord came into the house by the way of the
gate whose prospect is toward the east."
" The light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ."
.
" For it pleased the Father that in Him should all fullness dwell."
" The Head over all to the church, which is Hi,. Body, the fulln~ss
of Him that filleth all in all."
" Christ 'in you the hope of glory."
Dear child of God "all things in Christ "-yours.
NETTlE.
SOME FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS.
XL-PRESERVATION.
THE term Preservation is, I think, preferable to Perseverance, inasmuch
as the children of God realize that their perseverance is due to God's
keeping, and that without that keeping they would fail to " endure to
the end".
Oftentimes their inward thoughts are well expressed by the
Christian Poet :U

When any turn from Zion's wayAlas! what number. do ! -

Methinks I hear my Saviour say,
, Wilt thou forsake Me too? ' "
" Ah, Lord, with such a heart as mine,

Unless Thou hold me fast,
I feel I must, I shall decline,
And prove like them at last."
At such times the burden of their prayer is: "Hold Thou me up and
I shall be safe" (Psa. cxix. 117), while they have for their comfort the
blessed assurance, " The Lord . . . forsaketh not His saints, they 'are
preserved for ever" (Psa. xxxvii. 28).
Numbers may forsake Zion's way, but they were never joined by a
living faith to Him Who is "The Way", for we are told of such,
" They went out from us, but they were not of us.; for if they had been
of us, they would have continued with us " (1 John n. 19).
There is a beautiful reading of Jude v. 1, adopted in the R.V., viz.,
" Judas, a servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that
are called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ".
This is a view of the subject that is, perhaps, too often overlooked.
Christ's' Sheep' are kept for Him, according to His prayer (John
xvii. 11), "Holy Father, keep through Thine own name those whom
Thou hast given Me, that they may be one as We are." And, again
(v. 24), "Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be
with Me where I am; that they may behold My glory, which Thou
hast given Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the
world". What a blessed prospect! "We are His", and' that for
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ever! "Kept by the power of God 'through faith unto salvation,
ready to be revealed in the last time" (1 Pet. i. 5). Kept for Him. !
" His inheritance" (Eph. i. 18), the purchase of His blood (Eph. i. 14 ;
Acts xx. 28), when" He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall
•
be satisfied" (Isa. liii. 11).
But to set forth Scripture proof of this doctrine of grace a little
more fully :1. The words of the Lord Jesus concerning the safety <)f His people
are most explicit: "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and
they follow Me: and I give unto, them eternal life; and they shall
never perish, and no one shall snatch them out of My Hand. My
Father which hath given them unto Me, is greater than all; and no one
is able to snatch them out of the Father's Hand" (John x. 27-29,
R.V.). No words could be more conclusive than these. They are
parallel to these other words of the Lord, spoken earlier, "Verily,
verily, I say unto you, he that heareth My word, and believeth on
Him that sent Me, hath everlasting (eternal) life, and shall not come
into condemnation (or judgement); but is passed from (out of) death
unto· life ".
Similar statements and assurances are made in the writings of the
apostles, as, e.g., Phil. i. 6, " Being confident of this very thing, that
He which hath begun a good work in you, will perform (or finish) it
until the day of Jesus Christ ". So, too, Hebrews xiii. 5, where the
apostle Paul cites the ancient promise, "I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee ", and shows how applicable it is to the child of God under
all circumstances.
" The soul that on Jesus bath leaned for repose,
He'll never, no never, forsake to His foes."

2. The perfect redemption and salvation which Christ has effected
for His Church ensures their eternal security. So also does the
completeness of the justification of every member of that Church
which is "complete in Him ". For in the purpose of God, "Whom
He justified, them He also glorified" (Rom. viii. 30) .
. Well does the writer remember attending one evening, when he was
a student at Trinity College, Dublin, a Bible Class in a very poor part
of the city, presided over by a faithful minister of Christ, and when
this dear man of God asked the question, " What would be the case, if
one member of the body of Christ should be lost?" A poor crippled
Irishman, evidently deeply taught of God, replied, "It would not be
a perfect body." The way in which this poor (but rich) child of God
read and commented upon Psalm cxv. left a lasting impression
upon my memory. The Lord's people can never perish, for they are a
SAVED people-saved in the purpose of God in Christ (Rom. viii. 29,
30; 2 Tim. i. 9); saved by Christ's finished work (1 Pet. ii. 240; Rom.
v. 9, 10); saved in personal experience on believing (Eph. ii. 8); and
to be saved fully and finally" at the appearing of Jesus Christ" (see
1 Pet. i. 7-9).
ROBERT J. NoYEs.
Marshall, Sask; Canada.
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COMFORT IN AFFLICTION.
" Thou art my Hiding Place and my Shield,. I hope in Thy Word".PSALM cxix. 114.
" This is my comfort in my affliction,. for Thy Word hath quickened
me ".-PSALM cxix. 50.

,

.

ONE is daily impressed with the increasing individual trial and pressure
of these latter days. Wherever one turns, relative, friend and stranger,
all seem labouring under some almost unbearable burden, or unspeak·
able perplexity, or unexpected change. How many are the words of
our God to these! Words of comfort, exhortation, encouragement,
strength and promise. May God the Spirit speak and shine through
the following words now.
There is a sentence of strong comfort in Psa. xxxi. 7: "Tholl hast
considered my trouble". Wnat a wonderful testimony man is here
inspired to ascribe to J ehovah! "Thou "-the Eternal God; "my"
-<me of His small, insignificant creatures! Yet that single one
precious in His sight because redeemed with the precious blood of His
only Son. "Thou hast considered my trouble". "Considf!Jred" it,
dear fellow-believer. That is, looked at it from each point of view,
thought of it in every light, taken in the pros and CO'IlS, weighed all the
, buts' and 'onlys' in connection with it. In fact, knows a great
deal more about it than we do. "Thou", the Almighty One, "hast
considered my trouble". Wbat a precious assumnce. Can anything
go very far wrong with either thee or thy" trouble", beloved, since
the Eternal God has considered it 1 Very surely not! "Cast thy
burden on the Lord". Here is a word of loving exhortation. Roll it
away from self to Him, " and He shall sustain thee"; and understand
and undertake the "burden". And mark you, it is "burden" not
burdens; the singular noun is used bere (Psa. Iv. 22) just as in 1 Peter
v. 7, it is, "Casting all your care upon Him, for He careth for you ".
Hence we are exhorted to take each "burden" and" care" at once
to the Lord. May we never wait till they become plural and amount
to burdens and cares! One at a time as they come, straight to Him
they should go. And we may go lighter because He bears them" He careth for" us and for them. These are significant omitted s's.
But there are also important inserted ones which we are apt to forget.
Take for instance Deut. xxxiii. 25 and Psa. xxiii. 6. The Lord's
assurance by Moses is, " As thy days, so shall thy strength be "; and
David declares, "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life". Ah! our God will never fail us. "Strength",
" goodness and ,mercy" for" all the days ", are the promised portion
of His people.
And there is another blessed fact-" Thou hast considered my
trouble ", includes seen the issues, i.e., foreseen them! Foreseen the
result of the "trouble" being sent or withheld; estimated the gain
if sent, tabulated the loss if withheld. May we not infer that the Lord
God thus" considered" the work of creation 1 He did not hurry over
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that vast piece of handywork. He went on deliberately day by day.
Each thing had its due consideration, and took its measured time to
produce. When it was created He "saw that it was good", and
when the six days were completed" it was very good". Just so we
have that inspired word of comfort as to omselves. We are told in
Psa. lxxxiv. 11 and lxx,,-v. 12, "The Lord shall give that which is'
good "-" No good thing will He withhold from them that walk upTightly". Therefore we may firmly believe that all His permitted
testings aTe "good", and cannot rightly be withheld since thereby
He would be keeping tl1le " good" from us. Oh, that we could always
remember that it is, " This God, even our own God" Who thus permits
and overl1lles every iota that comes into our lives-suffering, endurance, tribulation, all! Yes, and that He permits it for our actnal,
absolute" good". When we receive these things as sent by Him for
an all-wise purpose, to teach us personally, and to strengthen us to
help others afterwards, they increase our love to God, and confirm
our faith in Him. It is the God in Whom we have been taught to
tl1lst, the God on Whom we depend each moment, Who is steering and
controlling.
'Though crosses, conflicts, changes, woes, hold man in life's uneven throes.

,

Our God is not confounded.
'Throughout the 80rrows, surges, strains, above the water-flood He reigns,

His power is vast, unbounded.
Albeit we are roused to fear, He will not let the storm appear
Too great for His controlling.
Should terror fill our trembling heart, still of His plan all forms a part,
And He is overruling.
Although perplexed, confused we gaze, He sees the windings of the maize,
And never is astounded.
Howe'er surprised and baftled we, He can by nothing startled be,
We are by Him surrounded.
E. C. B.
He is guiding and He will guide us safely. In calm or swell or
baffling gale, He will ever defend and deliveT us. The changing scenes
of e;uth will soon, Oh! how soon, be exchanged for the changeless joy
of heaven. Freed very shortly from the trials of time, we shall enter
the unending rest of everlasting peace with our Saviour and Redeemer.
" With favour wilt Thou compass (the righteous) as with a shield ".
There is untold encouragement in this fact and the knowledge of it.
Favoured with everlasting love, compassed by everlasting power,
shielded from everlasting evil; encompassed around, incessantly
protected, " greatly beloved"! Such is the constant condition of the
child of God. The counter fact that we do not "lways feel safe, does
not alter the actual fact that we always are safe. Our safety does not
depend on our certainty of it, but on the certainty of His keeping;
not on the grasp of our faith, but on the grasp of His hand!
Then, too, strength is given by day in many and various ways. How
often our God sends present relief from present pressure by change of
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circumstances, or by change of discipline, "a way to escape that ye'
may be able to bear it", Some small and seemingly trifling thing
results in a most unexpected alteration in the course of events; and
thereby the immediate difficulty is removed for the time being, or
possibly done away with altogether, "This is the finger of God ..,
we are ofttimes constrained to exclaim -over these wonder-working
providences, and our" praise is silent" unto Him (Psa, !xv. I, margin),_
in mute, heartfelt thanksgiVing, Or it may be that mitigation of,an
old trouble is brought about by the springing up of a new one, Can
we not all recall times when we most deeply realized, "He stayeth
His rough wind in the day of His east wind" 1 The" rough wind ..
which so baffled and buffetted us was suddenly outweighed by the
cold and bitter "east ,vind" of some startling shock or stabbing
sorrow. This so utterly paralyzed us by its overwhelming greatness
that
!em we ceased to feel the " rough wind" at all, Perhaps wc
also realized what great mercy there was behind this form of loving
dealing on the part of our God, Perchance the mind had given way
entirely, or the body broken down in illness, if He had not thus in His
own Ii.ne and way, sent this semi relief. He knows the why and the
wherefore and the needs-be of all His chastening, And His all-time
Promise will never fail, "I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the
Lord"; "I will illStruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou
shalt go ", True, new endurance, new duties, new necessities, responsibilities and anxieties, were involved in this change of "wind", but
new strength came through the invigorating" east wind", while the'
" rough wi.nd .. had only wearied and weakened us, Is it so with you
now, child of God 1 Has some crushing blow befallen you whence
you least expected it, and was there, thought you, quite enough to
hear before it fell 1 " My grace is sufficient for thee" is His assurance
stilL Sufficient for thee and sufficient for these--both the "rough
wind" and the "east wind", Sufficient for every emergency and
sufficient for every need "For my God shall supply all your need,.
(singular, moment by moment) according to His riches in glory by
Ohrist Jesus ", "All your need" and all your strength. "They tbat
wait upon tbe Lord shall renew their strength, They shall "monrt
up ", "run" and "walk", as occasion aTises and requires. ShaHtbey fail 01' faint or fall 1 Never permanently! Slip they may, and
trip they will, from time to time, but go down beyond recovery they
never sball be permitted to do! He gave His life·blood to redeem
us; He bas promised that His Spirit shall keep us; hence we cannot
but pass safely through the world, in it, but not of it, For we are His·
by a twobld choice-" I have cbosen you ont of the world ", " I have
chosen thee in the furnace of afHiction .. (John xv, 19; Isa, xlviii, 10),
Therefore He gives us a twofold encouragement, "In the world ye
shall have tribulation; but, ' . I have overcome the world"; "In
the world. , . tribulatioll;" but "in Me . , . peace" (John xvi.

pro

33),

Oh, "little flock" look up!

May our heavenly Father, through
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His Son and by His Spirit, "Stablish, strengthen, settle" us, in these
gracious truths and precious promises. No discipline or tribulation·
will harm us. Throughout the sundry and manifold changes of life
let us praise for "an everlasting covenant" (Jer. xxxii. 40); made
by an "everlasting God" (Isa. xl. 28); for a people" loved with an
.everlasting love" (Jer. xxxi. 3); who are sustained by "everlflsting
strength" (Isa. xxvi. 3--4); held in " everlasting arms" (Deut. xxxiii.
27); encompassed" with everlasting kindness" (Isa. liv. 8); "saved
in the Lord with an ev~rlasting salvation" (Isa. xlv. 17); already
possessing " everlasting life" (John iii. 16); finally to enjoy " everlasting light" (Isa. lx. 19-20); "And everlasting joy shall be upon
their Head ", the Lord Jesus Christ (Isa. li. 11), as He sees the everlasting effect of this Covenant on and in each separate member of His
mystical, completed body. "I will make a Covenant of peace with
them, and it shall be an everlasting Covenant. . . . Yea, I will be their
God, and they shall be My people" (Ezek. xxxvii. 26-27). Our Lord's
return will usher us into His immediate presence, " And the days of
{our) mourning shall be ended" !
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
New Barnet.
EXTRACTS FROM AN ESSAY ON PRAYER.
By A. E. W.
PRAYER, the meaning, reality and power thereof, and its place and
value to individual lives, and to the state, in the ever-varying
circumstances that surround human souls,. is a theme practical
enough for the attention of a busy worker, vast enough for a lifestudy, profound enough for the enquiries of an angel.
The Century Dictionary defines prayer as "The act of beseeching,
.entreating or supplicating"; a suit. In religious usage, a devout
petition to God. More generally, any spiritual communion with God,
including confession, petition, adoration, praise and thanksgiving".
A shorter definition is: "Speaking to God from the heart." This
rules out as not true prayer, all worship or petition addressed to any
but to God, the God of the Bible; all mere" saying of prayers",
which, as one has said, reach only to the l'oof and die away there; but
this definition includes all silent communion, wordless petition, and
-even the need which in itself may be said to cOhstitute prayer when
unutterable. As sang James Montgomery:H

Prayer is the soul's sincere desire

Utter'd or unexpress'd,
The motion of a hidden fire
That trembles in the breast.
"Prayer is the burden of a sigh,
Tbe falling of a tear,
The upward glancing of an eye
When not but God is near ".

,.
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The subject of prayer has been scoffed at by those who believe that
the natural law they have discovered holds the Maker thereof a captive
-they forget that laws merely discovered by true scientists were set in
motion by the One who brought them (puny creatures of the day!)
into existence, and that there may be other laws--{)n another planeto which His will may subject those tabulated in students' manuals.
Does not a mechanical engineer control one law of dynamics by another ~
Is it unthinkable that the God who bids His creatures pray and himself prompts the .prayer-should have previously arranged for its
being answered ~ Indeed one has but to remember He is God (" God
is a spirit, Infinite, Eternal, unchangeable in His being, wisdom, power,
holiness, justice, goodness and truth",) to see the likelihood of that
very occurrence, and has He not said, " Before they call, I will answer "~
In the nature of the case, the sole authority on prayer to which it is
possible to apply in absolute confidence, the sole expert evidence on
the subject, is the Bible, which is the Word of God.
Said a sceptic to a godly old woman: "And if I asked your God to
give me a £5 note, do you suppose He would give it to me ~" "Sir,"
replied the ripe old saint, " you have to know a Friend very well before
you can ask him for a £5 note and be sure of getting it !" Does not
this suggest that prayer is based on relationship ~
Prayer moves the hand that moves the world, but what prayer ~
Any kind of beggar can approach God as the great Magistrate of the
Universe, (as many under stress of shipwreck, fire and other menace
to life do,) and may plead for a postponement of the doom then felt to
be hanging over them, and God is frequently gracious even to that
cry, though often proved by an after life of continued rebellion
against Him to have been but fleeting' and insincere.
Contrast the approach of a child of God, "reconciled by the death
of His Son ", "born of the Holy Ghost ", to whom the Father's heart
is at all times attent. Mark with what confidence the child draws
near, for he knows from experience that his Father will not unnecessarily
say him nay. Is it not written, "He that spared not His own Son
but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely
give us all things " ~ (Rom. viii. 32), Or see the invitations given to
the repentant sinner to flee to God and hide in Him. Note with what
joy rang forth the words spoken of Saul of Tarsus, "Behold he
prayeth!" Such initial prayer is as music in the Saviour's ears, and
it inilicates the beginning of a new life to the suppliant.
God "Hears" true prayer. "And if we know that He hear us,
whatsoever we ask we know, that we have the petitions that we desired
of Him." On earth the Son of God could say, "I know that Thou
hearest me always ".
Some thirty years ago two lailies were walking in a lovely Scottish
garden. In front of them tripped a little girl. "Child," called the
elder lady, "does your mother always give you what you want ~ "
"Oh! No!" "Does she answer you 'No' sometimes ~" "Yes:
of course". Turning to the mother of the child the elder lady con-
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tinued-" That is how it is with God. He answers His children, but
sometimes He says 'No'''. The child, for one, never forgot that
conversation. Only cruel parents would give to a baby a gleaming
carving knife however much he wanted it, or a handful of poison
berries, or any other deadly thing, however attractive! Did the
Lord grant Elijah's request that he might die, or did He reserve for
him the whirlwind rapture 1
Or a request may be postponed beyond all ~pparent likelihood of
fulfilment. When at Meribah (Numbers xx.) Moses spake unadvisedly
with his lips, and, what was of more moment, did not "sanctify
Jehovah "in the eyes of the people, but spoiled the type of the smitten
rock, (which only required smiting once, even as Christ in due time
would only need to be "smitten" once for all,) he was barred from
entrance to the Promised Land. A year later, the anguish of this
disappointment was still eating into his soul, and Moses pleaded
repeatedly for a reversal of the fiat till "the Lord was wroth . . .
and said . . . 'I..et it suffice thee, speak no mote to me of this matter' "
(Deut. iii. 26). Yet fifteen hundred years later, who but Moses was
standing in the Land, on the Transfiguration Mount, radiant with
. glory, in company with the Jehovah Jesus he had" seen" in a mountain top before the Incarnation! (see Exod. xxiv. 9, 10).
Moses' prayer, postponed fifteen hundred years, was not lost or
forgotten, hut answered, transcending all thought in the manner
thereof!
Wjlo can estimate the quantity and quality of prayer poured forth
by direy in India, by Judson in Burmah, by MorrisOll in China, by
Mofl'at in Bechuanaland, or hy Richards in the Congo, in each case
during seven years of strenuous toil amid the degrading horrors of
heathenism, without a single convert 1 Yet who can estimate the
harvast that accrued to each life in after-days when others entered
into their labours 1 What shall he the rejoicing when sowers and
reapers rejoice together 1
(To be continued.)

TIDINGS AND A GIFT.
IT was reported that MTS. C., capahly and kindly mothering seven
step-children, did not believe in always bringing them things when she
came hack. She wanted them to love her fOT heTself, and not for her
gifts. Mrs. A., to whom this was told, was of a very Gospel spirit, and
was inclined to think that there was a good deal of legality about Mrs.
C. "The Lord brings His children things," she said. Not that she
herself always brought all her childTen something: occasion was when
one of them thought itself wronged because left out; but its teaTS
dried as moisture before the east wind when it was reminded that
there was such a thing as real reason for sorrow. Mrs. A. was one of
the poor in spirit; she knew that she received all from Him ~nd gave
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nothing that was not already His-to ,Him. "0 my soul" was the
language of her heart, as of David's, ". thou hast said unto the Lord,
'l'hou art my Lord, my goodness extendeth not to Thee, but to the
saints that are in the earth, a.nd to the excellent in whom is all my
delight." All her delight was in the saints, while she continually
lamented her lack of love; she never could speak of 'great things'.
She would say she knew" nothing about it " if the Lord's work lli the
Soul must begin with overwhelming convictions, and be carried on in
great deliverance. Yet she would revert to the time when she believed
the Lord first came to her, bringing salvation, and'she would tell' of
another time when the Lord came (she was nursing one of the babies)came with -a word aud a blesslllg-" He did not send that pl'OmiseHe came with it." she said. She hoped aud helieved and lived, rejoic·
ing not in iniquity, but rejoicing in the truth, and she would not infrequently say at the close of the Lord's Day, " How beautiful upon the
mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidillgs, that bringeth
good tidillgs of good". She had heard the 'fear not' that the shepherds heard, and believed that unto her a Saviour was born.. No
tidings had ever been heard like that, no such unspeakable gift as GDd
gave in Jesus. How different from the tidillgs (but not from a
different source) brought to Jacob when the blood-stained coat of
Joseph was spread before him. No joyful sound· reached his ears until
the wagons laden with the good things of Egypt drew up at the tent
door to prove that the long-lost Joseph was yet alive and was lord of
Egypt.
'rhat was a day of surprises to the busy household in Mesopotamia
when Eliezer appeared with treasures for them all, and the announce·
.ment that Rebekah was wanted for his master's son.
"Lo all these things worketh God oftentimes with man", but
" there is no day like that" in which the Holy Spirit comes to one of
His chosen children, bringing life and love; speaking, though His
wo~ are hard to be understood, of the everlasting purpose of the
Father, and of the redemption of Jesus. Tidings and gifts the Lord
brings, but they are wrapped up in mystery, and it is often a long time
before the recipient knows what a treasure is his. "Thou visitest
sinners still", Mrs. A. was fond of quoting from some hymn, and it
might be asked, Does He ever come empty handed 1
FOLLOWER-ON.

"THE Lord does not come, as it were, with plasters to heal first
<one sore and then another. He heals now as in the days of His flesh.
When He healed then, He healed fully, at once, completely, The
-earthly doctor heals by degrees; He puts a plaster on one sore, and
.a lininlent on another; and heals one by one. But when the Lord
heals, it is all done in a moment. The balm of Gilead flows over all
the wounds, heals them up, and makes them perfectly whole."-J. 0, Philpot.
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THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND.

THE Tl1lstees very gratefully acknowledge the J'eceipt of the
follo,wing sums up ro November 16th:£ s. d.
£ 8. d.
1 1 0 Mr. Joseph Booth
Mr. F. Hamblin
010 0
0 5 0 Mr. C. T. Dutron
Miss Grocutt ..
050
The Misses Thornron .. 1 0 0 Mrs. M. J. Russell (per
Mr. William Lee
10 0 0
:Miss L. OrmistQn)
0 4 0
Mrs. H. Knight
0 4 0 " G. W."
0 10 0
0
5
0
Mrs. Baxandall
Mr. W. Wallis ..
0 4 0
o
16
0
Mr. J. M. Hind
" 1. C."
1 0 0
Miss E. A. Astbury
014 0 " E. and C. L. A."
0 4 0
2 0 0
Miss S. Butcher
0 4 0 Mrs. Buckland
Miss Jones (California,
" A Lover of the Truth" 0 5 0
per Miss L. Ormisron) 8 0 0 "A Grateful Reader" 1 0 0
Mrs. D. E. Leclrie
010 0 " E. V."
0 10 0
Miss E. Birkett
0 4 0 " A widow"
0 2 0
Miss M. Porter
2 0 0 " A Cheltenham Reader" 0 5 0
Mr. J. E. Winder
1 1 0 Mrs. Cliff
0 4 0
Mrs. Cousens ..
o 10 0 Miss E. Langworthy .. 0 8 0
A Friend in Laucashire 010 0 "An aged Pensioner" 0 10 0
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UNTIL THE DAY BREAK.
" Until the day break, and the shadows flee away."-BONG OF SONGS ii. 17.

BREAK, thou day of Advent glory,
Flee, ye shadows of the night;
Haste Thy rising, Sun Eternal,
Shed Thy beams of promised light.
Till the Day-spring rise upon me,
Scatt'ring far the shades of death,
I will get me ro the mountains,
Where the spices shed their breath.
•

" Yea and Amen", true and faithful,
Are the breathings of His mouth,
• Soul-refreshing, like rich fragrance
Borne on zephyrs from the south.
Till I see my own Beloved,
Kiss God's Son, and clasp His feet,
Faith shall trust His oath-bound promise,
Counting every word as "sweet".
REV. J A!>IES

ORMISTON.
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DANCING AND THE THEATRE.
ONE of the foretold evils of the perilous times of the last days is that
men would be "lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God ". The
"hanged attitude in the professing Church towards worldliness is seen
in the following cutting from the Daily Telegraph of Sept. 30th last.
It has reference to an address given at the assembly of the Congregational Union of England and Wales held at Southampton on Sept. 29th.
"The Rev. T. S. Taylor (Exeter), in an address on 'The attitude of
the Churcb towards amusements '., asked Cburcbes not to be influenced
by old Puritan prejudices. 'For instance, in regard to dancing " he
said, 'it all depends on the Church you are in and the kind of yotmg
people wbo eome. If you have everything rigbt they behave themselves far better at dancing than at kiss-in-tbe-ring '. As to theatrical
performances, what I say is, give tbe decent things and the decent
people a chance. If you are going to leave theatrical performances
to tbe people who like the double entendre and the honible, tbe thing
will beeome a sink of iniquity. Surely a theatre which can produce
noble plays like' Abraham Lincoln' should exercise a great function
in our society, and we make fools of ourselves by going back to the
old Puritans and eondemning utterly. Because there is licensed
in.decency and filth we should strengthen that which is strong, and use
the method whicb lies to our band, but it must not be a concession
if you do it. It must be because you believe in it.
"The discUBsion wbich followed was eonfined to the qllestion of
amusements. A lady delegate asked, ' Is there any minister here wbo
would choose a young man or woman who attends tbeatreeas a Sunday
school teacher l' (Cries of 'Yes!' 'Certainly!') The preponderance of the speakers favoured the young going to theatres and indulging
in dancing and other amusements under proper conditions, and some
argued that the Churches must disabuse themselves of narrow
prejudices ".

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIENb,-Appeals are still reaching me for magazines and books,
one from a worker among soldiers, who had nothing at all to take
round the carrack rooms. Our young soldiers have a great claim
'upon us, we cannot forget them. A Missionary to Sailors writes: "I
beg to thank you for the parcel of books you were so kind as to send
me for the sailors. I always feel thankful for these. I had some
before, they are very acceptable and good reading." We need all the
help our kind friends can give in money and books.
6, Stirling Road,
Yours in Gospel bonds,
Bath Road, Bristol, Nov., 1920.
R. E. BRIDER.
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llh:olel3tant J5eacon.
THE BISHOP OF CHELMSFORD AND THE ANGLO-CATHOLICS.
By THE EDITOR.
THE following letter from our pen on the above subject appeared in
The English Churchman, bearing date November 4th.
" The Bishop of Chelmsford's proposal in his presidential address at
the Southend Church Congress must have caused the keenest distress.
to the great majority of your readers. I am very thankful for your own
protest against it, and also for the letters of your correspondents in
your issue of October 28. Incidentally I might say that the value of
some of those letters would have been enhanced had the writers written
them over their own names. It is a painful thing to differ from those·
who, like the Bishop, claim to be Evangelical, but when the canse of
truth is at stake no considerations must hinder us from bearing faithful
testimony, so long as we take care to be courteous. I may say, too,
that despite what the Bishop says, a clergyman may Wl~te to his
'respective organ' and 'attend controversial meetings' without
neglecting the preaching of the Word and the pastoral oversight of his
parish.
.
" Why are large numbers pained and keenly distressed at the Bishop'
of Chelmsford's proposal that the extreme Romanizers within the'
Church of England should be wholeheartedly included and' recognized
as loyal members of the Church' 1 Let me, for the sake of clearness, •
tabulate my reasons.
"1. They are keenly distressed because when the Bishop of Chelmsford was appointed to the Episcopate many of them hailed his appointment as an indication that Evangelicalism and Protestantism would
now be represented in the Southern Convocation. As a parochial
clergyman, Bishop Watts-Ditchfield had become popular not only in
his own parish, but all over England. He was regarded as on the whole
a decidedly Evangelical clergyman. Though not, so far as I am aware,
identified at any tinle with the Church Association, he occupied a prominent position in' connection with a more moderate Protestant societythe National Church League. Along with the Dean of Canterbury and
Preb. Webb-Peploe, he took a stand against those who call themselves
·Anglo-Catholics. He protested with others against the Romeward
movement in the Church of England. On one occasion he read a
paper at the Islington Conference in which he drew attention to the
large grants of money which were made out of London Diocesan funds.
to six extremely Ritualistic churches, which he named, and he condemned the use of Diocesan funds to help on the Romeward movement. Some of your readers, with keener penetration, were not so
hopeful as others when Bishop Watts-Ditchfield was appointed. Probably none would dream that his lordship would ever make such an
astounding proposal as the one he deliberately made at the recent
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Church Congress. I wonder what the Dean of Canterbury thinks of it;
Sir Edward Clarke, and other prominent members of the National
Church League. The question arises, What is the good of securing
Evangelical representation on the Episcopal Bench if the representative
surrenders the whole Evangelical position?
"2. The majority of your readers will be keenly distressed at the
proposal itself which the Bishop m:>kes. He asks that the members of
the late Anglo-Catholic Congress held in London on the eve of the
Lambeth Conference should be recoguized as loyal members of the
Church of England. If I remember rightly, at one Church in London
in connection with that Congress, forty masses a day were advertised to
be said. It is well known that the Romish party in the Church of
England have brought back the Romish Mass into the Church of
England with all its Romish doctrine, vestments, and ceremonial.
They made nse of that filthy book called the Priest in Ahsolution
denounced in the House of Lords by Lord Redesdale, and denOlillced
at the time by leading bishops. They stand for ,the Mass Sacrifice, the
Confessional and Mariolatry. The clerical members of this party have
solemnly subscribed to the Thirty-nine Articles which declare that' the
sacrifices of Masses' are' blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits'_
Yet the Bishop seriously asks us to recognize these men who openly
flout their ordination vows as ' loyal members of the Church'. Such
a request fills us with amazement, and we are1Jbliged in faithfuhless to
our Lord and His truth to answer his request with an uncompromising
refusal.
"3. Your readers are distressed because there is much ground foibelieving that the Bishop's proposal represents the views of a considerable number of his noo-Evangelical h-iends. The Church Times is convinced that the Bishop of Chelmsford not only spea.ks for himself, but
for the Bishop of 'peterborough and the new Bishop of Hereford. Both
these bishops claim to be Evangelical. There is much reason, therefore, to think that a movement is going on amongst professed Evangelicals to surrender the whole Evangelical position. For what is
involved in the wholehearted inclusion of the Romish party in the
Church of England? It involves the repudiation of all that our
martyred forefathers held dear. It involves a repudiation of the
Reformation and a going back in some measure to the dark ages. It
involves the tearing up of the Thirty-nine Articles. It suggests that
the protests of such Protestant stalwarts as the J\fcNeils, the Hugh
Stowells, the Archdeacon Taylors, the Bishop J. C. Ryles were all a
mistake, and even contrary to the teacbing of our Lord Jesus Christ.
It involves the closing down of all Church of England Evangelical
Missionary Societies and all Protestant Societies, including the Church
Association, the National Church League, the Protestant Reformation
Society. The distinctive position of the C.P.A. must also go. All the
pal-ties in the Church of England must recognize each other as equally
loyal to truth, and all their missionary activities, home and foreign,
must therefore be worked from one centre and regarded as the work of
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one great united Church. This doubtless was the underlying object of
the movement led by the Bishop of Chelmsford to revolutionize the
C.M.S., an effort which was largely successfnl, I regret to say.
"4. Lastly, your readers will be pained and distressed to note that
the Bishop desires us to pray about this amazing proposal. Was
Balaam right in asking the messengers of Balak to tarry till he might
know a second timEiwhat the Lord would say to him about Balak's
proposal 1 When a proposal of this kind confronts us the only need
for prayer is that we may have the courage and grace to offer it the
most uncompromising resistance. As Paul withstood Peter to the face
for his compromising action, so must all who are loyal to the Reforma·
tion teachings of the Word of God withstand the Bishop of Chelmsford
to the face in reference to this proposal, not, indeed, discourteously or
without that charity which rejoiceth in the truth, but yet without the
least degree of hesitancy. No quarter can be given to such a proposal
by any who are truly loyal to God and His truth."
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE service at St. Mary Woolworth Church, City, was well·attended.
The Rev. G. W. Neatby, Vicar of St. John's, Highbury, preached upon
Faith, as illustrated in the life of Moses, in Hebrews xi. Three of
John Newton's hymns were sung, and an excellent Collection for the
Society was taken. The Black Gown was used in the Pulpit, and the
Rector, the Rev. H. S. Raynes, M.A., took the.first part of the service.
The preacher made affectionate reference to the memories of the lives .
and labours of John Newton and William Romaine; many of those
present read the Memorial Tablet affixed to the wall of the Church and
some original letters among the archives.
An encouraging series of Meetings has been held at Brighton, where
the Society has a Home and 38 local pensioners. Mr. Joseph A.
Densham presided over the afternoon meeting, when addresses were
given by the Revs. J. H. Hallett, T. Martin, and J. K. Popham, and
Messrs. Green and Dennis. Mr. tsaac Farncombe and Mr. Samnel
Combridge have kindly consented to act as Joint Hon. Trust
Secretaries.
Collections have been made at many places. At Colnbl'Ook, in
Bucks, upwards of £8 were given; here one of the Pastors, Mr. Rowles,
was a friend and correspondent of i'rIr. Toplady, once an Editor of THE
GOSPEL lIfAG AZINE.
" HELPLESSLY dependent as I have been these many years, I can so
gratefully testify that the Lord faileth not. God's supplies are not
limited. There is no 'fixed income' to the family of the yedeemed.
Goodness and mercy follow us, unworthy as one may feel, all our daya,
and day by day some new token of our heavenly Father's watchful
love cheers the feeble of His flock, and helps one to ' trust and not be
afraid.' "-A Correspondent.
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lttehiews anb jl.otices of Jaoofts.
THE JESUITS: THEIR HISTORY AND CRIMES. Pp. 32. Price 3d.,
. by post 4d. (Protestant Truth Society, 3-4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.4.)
Our limited space only allows us to say that this is a faithful and
fearless exposure of the principles and practices of the Jesuits. After
reading it our readers will fully endorse the words of Dr. Wylie, who
says, "The Jesuit Society is not only the most wicked Society that
ever did exist, but it is the most wicked Society that ever can exist".
We would advise our readers to get this ably-written pamphlet and
encourage others to do the same.

>

A BELOVED DISCIPLE. By MISS A. E. WOOD. Pp. 150. Price 3/6
net. (C. J. Thyune, 28 Whitefriars St., Fleet St., E.C.4.)
The "Beloved Disciple", whose biography occupies the first part
of this volume, is the late Mr. John Wood, who for about twenty-three
years was the beloved and highly-esteemed Honorary Secretary of
the Evangelization Society, and who was for about fourteen years
a Trustee of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. The life of our dear friend is
lovingly and very interestingly traced in this work. As a boy, at
the age of ten, Mr. Wood lost his godly mother. For a time he became
careless and godless and engaged in novel reading. He was fond of
cards and e>en indulged in 'moderate stakes'. Through the preaching
of a Mr. Paton, however, he became seriously anxious about his soul,
and at length in his own bedroom the light of Gospel truth dawned
upon him, and he became assured of forgiveness through faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. Later he removed from his home in Leicestershire,
married, and settled on his own farm, which he had purchased, in
Mayfield, near Ashbourne. Here he enjoyed the ministry of a decidedly
evangelical clergyman and engaged himself in Christian work. When
about twenty-six years old he removed to London and joined the
Evangelization Society. From 1872 to 1897 he journeyed all over
England and also visited Scotland and Ireland preaching the Gospel
of God's grace. Large numbers flocked to hear his testimony, and
many were called of God through his preaching. In 1876 he became
coadjutor to Captain Smith, who was then the Hon. Secretary of the
Evangelization Society, and subsequent-ly in 1897 he succeeded that
gentleman when illness .compelled Captain Smith to retire. This
office he worthily filled till his own Home-call in May of this year.
Reference is made in this biography to Mr. Wood's warm attachment to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and t{) the truths for which it stands,
and also to the delight with which he. attended for many years the
Clifton Conferences convened by ou)' much esteemed friend, the late Rev.
James Ormiston, at which Mr. Wood was a valued sp~aker. Among
his papers after his decease there was found a document containing
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in brief form a statement of those fundamental doctrines which had
been his stay during his earthly pilgrimage. These will be read with
pleasure by all who value the great doctrines of grace.
. The second half of the work contains an interesting selection of
some of his G<Jspel addresses as well as notes from his Bible. Mr.
Wood was a firm believer in the full inspiration of the whole Bible
and in all the great doctrines of grace. He loved those truths which
are considered by many to be old fashioned and out of date. Here
and there expressions occur which would not be used by all Calvinists,
bllt we cannot but thank G<Jd for the faithful witness Mr. Wood bore
to the old truths, for his zealous labours in the Lord's vineYard, for
his consistent and holy life, for the kindliness of his manner: and the
brightness of his character. This well-written and interesting book
is furnished with an introduction by Preb. H. E. Fox, a portrait of
Mr. Wood, and a photograph of his home at Woking. Our review is
based on the proof sheets, but the volume will (D.V.) be ready by
November 25, and may well be purchased for presentation to friends
at the Christmas season.
We have received from the Church Association, 13 & 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, W.C.2, the following new tracts :THE PROPOSED POWERS FOR PAROCHiAL CHURCH COUNCILS, Id.
each or lOd. per dozen; DISCIPLINE WITHIN THE CHURCH, price 5d.
per dozen; THE BISHOP OF ZANZIBAR, price 3d. per dozen; RE-UNION
WITH NON-EpISCOPAL CHURCHES, price 3d. per dozen.
All these are published in connection with the Church Congress at'
Southend.
I

We have received My POCKET COMPANION, a TEXT CALENDAR,
POCKET BOOK AND DIARY FOR 1921. It is edited by l\1:r. l'L H.
Martin, and published by the Protestant Truth Society, 4 St. Paul's
Churchyard, London, E.C.4. Price 2d., postage !d.; 12 for 2/6.
Besides the Calendar there are 27 pages of printed matter dealing
with a variety of present-day topics in Mr. Martin's usual interesting
and cheery style. We warmly commend it.

END OF VOLUME LV.-NEW SERIES.

BRISTOL: PRINTED BY .JOUN WRlOllT .AND SONS L1lllITKO,

8To..~B

llRIDGB.

...

