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AN APPEAL TO OUR READ'ERS.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
TWELVE months ago we placed before our "readers, on'
behalf of our Co-Trustees, a frank statement of our financial position. In consequence of the greatly increased cost
of printing and postage we felt it necessary to make an
urgent appeal for prayer and for regular financial help.
The Trustees desire to thank God for His gracious answer
to our united prayers. They praise Him for enabling them
to meet all their obligations for the year 1920, and they
warmly thank our many readers, rich and poor, for their
liberal response to our appeal.
They wish, however, to remind them that the need is
no less urgent than it was twelve months ago. The
Magazine is published very considerably below cost price,
and only by the regular help of our many friends can it
continue to be issued. The need of testimony to the great
doctrines of grace was never greater. The Trustees, therefore, confidently look up to our Covenant-keeping God still
to dispose the hearts of His scattered people to supply
them with the necessary funds to carry on this important
work. They would also urge our readers to use all their
influence to increase the circulation.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2,
or to the Editor.
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AND COMFORT.

.. Who comforeth us in all our tribulatiou, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
troubl~ by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are oonrlorted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

OUR DWELLING-PLACE.

"LO'T'd, Thou hast been our dwelling-place in all generations."PSALM xc. 1.
THE psalmist, writing as the representative of the people of Israel,
speaks of JEHOVAH as the" dwelling-place" of His people. The
word thus translated is used of GOD only three times in the Old
Testament. In Deuteronomy xxxiii. 27, it is translated" refuge."
" The eternal GOD is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting
arms." In Psalm xci. 9, it is translated" habitation." "Because
thou·hast made the LORD, Which is my refuge, even the Most High,
thy habitation; there shall no evil befall thee." In Psalm xc. 1,
it is translated" dwelling-place." Thus JEHOVAH is the refuge,
the habitation, the dwelling-place of His people. Writing on this.
Psalm, Dr. Watts speaks of Him as the" Home" of GOD'S people.
He says:" Our GOD our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal Home.
" Under the shadow of Thy throne
Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,
And our defence is sure."

It is very sweet and precious to think of our COVENANT GOD as our
dwelling-place. In the year which is now closing He has been
that to all His people. In years to come, also, He will be their
dwelling-place, and in all past generations His people have found
refuge, shelter, and safety in Him.
1. First, observe that God is the dwelling-place of His people thTO'ugh
Jesus Christ their LO'T'd.
There is but one lawful way of entrance into a house or dwellingplace, and that is by the door. CHRIST is the Door. He says, "I
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am the Door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved"
(John x. 9). There is no entrance into the heart of GOD except
through CHRIST. There is no. shelter under the shadow of His
wings except through the merits of our Divine Surety. There is
only one prescribed way to GOD, and that way is CHRIST. He says,
"I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
FATHER, but by Me." Access to the FATHER now and hereafter
is only through CHRIST. We can only draw near to GOD, and
hide in Him as our dwelling-place, through CHRIST'S precious
blood. " Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the
holiest by the blood of JESUS . . . . let us dra\v near with a true
heart in full assurance of faith" (Heb. x. 19-22). Blessed be GOD,
the way to our Divine dwelling-place is open. No Church and no
priest (so-called) can block it up. Tbere is nothing which can
prevent the penitent sinner from returning to GOD and being
welcomed to His heart, nor is there anything to prevent the saint
of GOD from daily hiding himself under the shelter of his Divine
dwelling-place.
2. Secondly, observe that God is the dwelling-place of His people
by the Spirit.
The salvation of GOD'S chosen people requires the Three Persons
of the Trinity. No one is disposed to enter the door of the Divine
dwelling-place or to walk in the way thither except under the
influence of the HOLY SPIRIT. He it is Who convicts the wanderer
of his sin, testifies of CHRIST to his soul, and disposes him to return
to GOD as his dwelling-place. We lately heard a business man
give an address on prophetic teaching. He told us that as a boy
he had been awakened to a sense of sin through hearing an exposition
of Rev. xx. This was followed by several restless nights. At last
he got up at midnight and wrote on a paper, "Wh~re can I find
JESUS ~" He had godly parents. He came downstairs and
found his parents still up. His mother was darning the children's
stockings. He passed the paper to her, and before he returned to
bed he was rejoicing in JESUS as his discovered SAVIOUR. The
SPIRIT had convinced him of sin, led him to J ESU'S blood, and
enabled him to rejoice in GOD as his reconciled FATHER, his dwellingplace. Through CHRIST we have access by one Spirit uuto the
FATHER (see Ephes. ii. 18).
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3. Thirdly, note that God is the dwelling-place of His people for
safety.
Home is a safe place from storms and dangers. It is often a
place of safety from many spiritual perils. Happy are those
children who have godly parents and who love their own homes.
How many young people are led astray into forbidden paths, who
prefer the theatre, the dance, and the streets to their homes. The
worldly influences outside the hom es of the godly are perilous to
the morals and to the spiritual welfare of our young people. Young
readers, beware of the world, the flesh, and the devil. As home
may be a place of safety, so GOD, as the Home of His people, is a
safe dwelling-place. He welcomes to His heart every penitent
and believing sinner. He saves from eternal wrath all who hide in
Him through His dear SON. No real harm can come to those
who have made Him their habitation. He will preserve them
from all evil. He will preserve their souls. He will preserve their
going out and their coming in from this time forth, and even for
evermore.
4. Fourthly, He is their dwelling-p/rwe for communion and fellowship.
A home, which is conducted as it ought to be, isa place where
the children can have happy fellowship and communion with their
parents. They can talk to them of their joys, their sorrows, their
disappointments, and their difficulties, and they know that sympathy
and help, guidance and advice will be forthcoming. "Truly our
fellowship is with the FATHER, and with His SON JESUS CHRIST"
(1 John i. 3). If JEHOVAH ·is our dwelling-place, then we are near
to Him. We can hear His voice speaking to us in warning, in
teaching, in guidance. We can also draw near to Him and ten Him
all our joys and sorrews and an our needs. Moreover, He is never
too busy to listen to us. His ears are ever open to our prayers.
He loves an His children. He takes pleasure in an His people.
As a FATHER He pitieth them that fear Him. If He is your
dwelling·place you will hear His voice daily speaking to you in
His Word, and you will love to converse \vith Him in prayer.
5. Fifthly, the Lord is th~ dw~lling-place of His peopl~ for comfort.
We speak of home comforts. In our homes we have food, rest,
shade, protection, warmth. There are spiritual comforts of like
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nature in Him Who is our dwelling-place. They who seek the
LORD .and delight in Him as their dwelling-place" shall not want
any good thing." He is their everlasting consolation. He prepares
a table for them of rich spiritual viands. He warms and cheers
them with the light of His countenance. He affords rest and peace
and joy under the shadow of His wings. He protects His people
by His almighty power. He is the· GOD of all comfort to His
trusting people.
6. Lastly, Jehovah is the dwel/;ing.place of His people in all
generations.
"From everlasting to everlasting, Thou art GOD." Hence He
was the dwelling-place of the patriarchs. Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob were strangers and pilgrims. , They had no certain earthly
dwelling-place, but GOD was their dwelling-place. He was their
Home. The children of Israel were wanderers in the wilderness.
They, too, had no permanent earthly home; but the godly amongst
them hid themselves under the shadow of the Divine wings. They
made the Most High their habitation. In like manner all the godly
Israelites in Old Testament times, such as Samuel, the godly kings,
and the faithful prophets, had JEHOVAH for their dwelling-place,
and all the saints of GOD in all ages have rejoiced in the Most High
as their Refuge, their Habitation, and their Dwelling-place. This
GOD is our GOD, too, dear Christian readers. He has been our
dwelling-place in the years that are past, and He is our hope for
the years that are to come. In what better place can we be than
hiding under the shadow of His wings 1 Let us take heart of courage
as we think of God as our dwelling-place. "He that dwelleth in
the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of
the ALMIGHTY" (Psa. xci. 1). Such a one is safe, secure, and happy
for time and for eternity.
Whitington Vicarage,
THE EDITOR,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
(Thomas Houghton).
prayers serve not to acquaint God with our wants, but to make
us more capable of His mercies.-BiBhop Hall.
WHO ever yet knew any earthly thing trusted in without disappointment? It is wonder if God made us not at last as weary of whatsoever
hath stolen our hearts from Him as ever we were fond.-Bishop Hall.
OUR
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IS THE LORD'S COMING VERY NEAR?
" Be ye also patient,. stablish your hearts: for the coming of the
Lord draweth nigh."-JAMEs v. 8.

THE question, Is the Lord's coming very near? is One which needs
to be frankly faced. That His coming is the great event to which
His people are bidden to look forward admits of no doubt. He
Himself has promised to come again to receive His people unto
Himself. Angelic messengers have assured us that the very same
Jesus Who ascended into heaven will return. The redeemed people
of God are bidden to let their loins be girded and their lights burning
in view of that glorious event. They are to be like unto men that
wait for their Lord. They are to live soberly, righteously, and
godly, looking for that blessed hope. Waiting for His coming is
the declared attitude of New Testament saints (1 Cor. i. 7;
1 Thess. i. 10). That great event occupies a prominent place, both
in the teaching of the Old and the New Testaments, and it ought
to occupy a prominent place in the teaching in every pulpit..
Christ is only partially preached if His coming is left out of our
testimony. The Christ of Scripture is only fully preached when
He is set forth as the eternal Son of God, Who, before the foundations
of the world were laid, undertook to be the Surety of His chosen
people, and Who, in pursuance of that undertaking, became
incarnate and bare their sins in His own body on the tree. But
the preaching of the Christ of Scripture does not stop there. His
atoning and 'substitutionary death was followed by His resurrection
and ascension into heaven and His session at the right hand of His
Father. But another great event is to follow. He is to sit at the
Father's right hand until His enemies be made His footstool
(Psa. cx. 1). Then, when His enemies are ripe for judgment, He
will descend from heaven with a shout, and welcome His redeemed
people into the heavenly mansions He has gone to prepare for
them. Not for death, then, but for HIM are we bidden to look.
We look for the Saviour. The return of Him Who loved us and
gave Himself for us is the great hope of the Church of God-that
Church which He "purchased with His Own blood" (Acts xx. 28).
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But is His return very near at hand ~ Is it so neaT that before
this page is written it may become an accomplished fact ~ Large
numbers think so. The great war and subsequent events have
confirmed many in this view. The remarkable events which have
taken place in Palestine have especially influenced some to believe
that the Lord's coming is now very near indeed. Some have
suggested that our Lord's prophecy that Jerusalem should be
"trodden down of the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles
be fulfilled" is now accomplished. Forgetting that England
is a Gentile nation, they believe that the overthrow of Turkish
domination is a complete fulfilment of the prophecy.
We have been influenced to draw the attention of our readers to
this question as to the nearness of our Lord's return by reading a
sermon of Romaine preached by that man of God on Nov. 30th,
1755, at St. Dunstan's in the West.
. This church is still standing
in Fleet Street, and is used for Divine services. The title of
Romaine's sermon was" An Alarm to a Careless World." The
text was Amos iv. 12, "Prepare to meet thy God." The occasion
of the sermon was" the late earthquakes." In the preface to the
sermon Romaine says, "He sent two earthquakes lately, to stir
us up to repentance, and He Who sent these can send a third, and
London may share the fate of Lisbon." He speaks of " the shaking
of the land for several hundred miles, and of the sea for several
thousands at once." In the sermon itself he says, " His judgment,
are now in the earth, and they are sent to rouse you out of your
security. Oh, that you would be awakened by them and see your
danger! Do you not suppose that the inhabitants of Lisbon
thought themselves as safe as you may do at present? They had
no apprehensions of an earthquake. They did not imagine that
God was going to destroy them that morning. But you hear how
they were surprised and overthrown with a great destruction.
While they were speaking peace, peace, Unto themselves, they were
called and hurried in a moment to judgment." These quotations
indicate the occasion of Romaine's solemn and heart-searching
sermon. Our object, however, in referring to it is to show that the
events which were happening in his time-in the eighteenth
century-led him to the conclusion that the Lord's coming was
very near indeed. In other words, he believed what many do now,

,
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that the end of the age was about to take place, that all the signs
indicated that the Lord's return was imminent. It was close at
hand. Here are Romaine's words. "It is. high time we should
be all prepared: for the marks and signs of His second advent are
fulfilling daily. His coming cannot be far off. The day, indeed,
and the hour, are not known, but if you compare the uncommon
events, which our Lord says were to be the fore-runners of His
coming to judgment, with .~hat hath lately happened in the world,
you must conclude that the time is at hand. He foretells us, that
there should then be wars, and rumours of wars: and are there not
wars and rumours of 'wars ~ There were to be pestilences, and we
have had the pestilence for more than ten years in this kingdom.
There were to be great earthquakes in diverse places, and there
have been earthquakes lately in many parts of the world, and in a
far greater number than they ever were in any other age. ADd
these earthquakes were to be attended with fearful sights; and
did not many fearful sights in the element attend the two last
earthquakes we had in this city ~ But the worst sign of all is the
present decay of religion among us; this renders the rest more
terrible, and makes it to be feared, that as we are ripe for destruction, so we may soon expect to have our candlestick removed;
'for when the Son of man cometh, shall He find faith upoIl. the
earth ~' says Christ. There will be so little that He shall scarce
find any. The true saving faith will be diminished from among
the children of men, and it has for some time been banished out of
the popish countries, and the Reformed Churches have lately
fallen sadly from the faith, and have preserved very little more of
Christianity than the mere name: and in our own Church we have
kept up the form of godliness, but we are so far from having the
power, that we deny any person can have it, and the few who say
they have it, are treated as madmen and enthusiasts. These are
some of the ~allible signs of our Lord's Second Advent. From
them we are assured that it is not at a great di5talnce. When we
behold the fig-tree, and all the trees sl;looting forth, then we know
that Sllmmer is near; and so likewise, when we see these things
come to pass, we know that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.
It uJ'ill not be long before the Son of man will come in the clouds of
heaven, with power and great glory, and because we are assured
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that He will come soon, and yet know not the day nor the hour,
we should therefore be always waiting with watchfulness and
prayer." The italics in this quotation are ours. The whole
passage shows that Romaine felt that the signs of the times in
which he lived indicated that the Lord's coming was very near at
hand.. But is it not evident that, great and good man that he was,
he was mistaken in this matter? One hundred and sirly-five
years have passed since his sermon was preached, and the Lord
has not yet returned. This fact ought surely to make us slow to
conclude that the Lord's coming is very near unless the grounds
of our conclusions are unmistakably certain. If we turn to
Matthew xxiv., from which Romaine quotes, we shall see
that our Lord said, "Ye shall hear of wars and rumours of
wars," but He went on to say, "See that ye be not troubled: for
all these things must come to pass, BUT THE END IS NOT YET."
Again He says, "Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences,
and earthquakes, in divers places." But He adds, "All these are
the beginning of sorrows" (verses 6-8). He does not say that wars,
famines, pestilences, and earthquakes would be the immediate
preoursors of His retl!Tn. Rather He suggests that they would
characterize the whole of the present dispensation. Subsequently,
He goes on to declare that "this gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then
shall the end wine" (verse 14).
It might be said that this prediction has now been fulfilled.
No doubt it has been largely fulfilled, but the measure in which
the Gospel must be preached for a witness, so as to fulfil this prediction, can hardly be decided by us. If we continue OUI reading
of this chapter, however, we shall see that our Lord foretells what
He calls" the abomination of desolation" being set up in the holy
place. He says, "Then shall be great tribulation, such as was
not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall
be." The sixteenth verse suggests that this unequalled tribulation
will be in Judroa. Subsequently our Lord says, "IMMEDIATELY
AFTER THE TRIBULATION OF THOSE DAYS shall the sun be darkened,
and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: and
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then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then
shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son
of man coming in the clouds at heaven with power and great glory.
And He shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet,
and they shall gather together His elect from the four winds,
from one end of heaven to the other" (verses 29-31). Our Lord
thus teaches that His com.i.llg will be preceded by the "great
tribulation," a tribulation "such as was not from the beginuing
of the creation which God created unto this time, neither shall
be" (Matt. xxiv. 21; Mark;xiii. 19). Secondly, He teaches that
His coming will be preceded by remarkable phenomena in the
heavens. "The sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not
give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers
of the heavens shall be shaken." Many take this prediction
figuratively. But who can say dogmatically that the prediction
will not be literally fulfilled? What difficulty is there in believing
that the sun shall be darkened? When our Lord was on the
cross there was a literal darktming at the sun. We read in
Luke xxiii. 45, "And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the
temple was rent in the midst." If we take the reading of the
Revised Version, the fact still remains that the sun was literally ,
darkened on that momentous occasion when the Son of God in
human form hung on the cross as the holy Substitute of His people.
The Revised Version reads, " And it was about the sixth hour,
and a darkness came over the whole land (or earth) until the ninth
hour, the sun's light tailing: and the veil of the temple was rent
in the midst" (Luke xxiii. 44, 45). The word rendered" failing"
is used in classic Greek of "the failing or eclipse of the light of
the sun and the moon" (see Groom's Greek Lexicon on the word
«AEl1!'W). As the light of the sun was temporarily withdrawn
when our Lord hung on the cross, what. difficulty is there
in believing that the light of the sun and by consequence the light
of the moon should be withdrawn for a time as one of the great
and unmistakable signs that the Lord's coming was at last really
imminent? It is this temporary withdrawal of the natural
sources of light which will be one of the great indications of the
Lord's near approach.
" There shall be signs in sun and moon and stars,. and upon the
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earth distress of nations, in perplexity for the roaring of the sea
and the billows: men fainting (or expiring) for fear, and for
expectation of the things which are coming on the world (Gr. the
inhabited earth): tor the powers of the heavens shall be shakrm.
And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with
power and great glory. But when these things begin to come to
pass, look up, and lift up your heads; because your redemption
draweth nigh" (Luke xxi. 25-28, R.V.). It would seem from
these words that the distress of nations, the perplexity for the
roaring of the sea, the fainting of men for fear, are all due to the
remarkable phenomena which will then be seen in the heavens,
"for," says our Lord, "the powers of the heavens shall be shaken."
To quote the words of another, "As yet, though the earth has
been visited by many a convulsion, the heavens have remained
in their tranquillity. The sun has not yet been turned into blackness, nor the moon into blood. The still peacefulness of the
firmament, as the stars nightly resume their course, has often
stood in strange contrast to the unquiet restlessness of the scene
below. But an hour is coming when the heavens also shall be
shaken. 'Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also
heaven,' and then the end shall come." Who that believes in
the omnipotence of God can doubt His power to shake the heavens
as well as the earth ~
In harmony with our Lord's predictions as to the heavenly
bodies are the words of some of the Old Testament prophets.
Take the words of the prophet Joel. He says, " The sun and the
moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining.
The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter His voice from
Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the
Lord will be the hope of His people, and the strength of the children
of Israel" (iii. 15, 16). In reference to the words of Zechariah xiv.
6, 7, the Rev. David Baron says, "It shall not be day, for the
natural sources of light will be withdrawn; but it cannot be like
the darkness of night, for there will be the transplendent light of
the glory of the Lord, and the myriads of His holy angels, and of
the glorified saint~ reflected on the earth" (Visions and Prophecies
of Zechariah, p.. 501).
We suggest to our readers, therefore, that certain:Specified
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events must precede the Lord's coming. Amongbt these are the
great tribulation of which our Lord speaks, and the signs in the
sun, moon, and stars.
It is unquestionably true that the Lord's coming is nearer now
than it was in Romaine's days. It is, we believe, true that developments in -Europe and in the East, including what is taking place
in Palestine, are all indications that the Lord's coming has been
made nearer than before the great war. Evenl;s may also rapidly
develop towards the final consummation of the present dispensation, but it seems plain from Scripture that various events must
precede the coming. Take as an illustration the words of Rev. i. 7,
"Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him,
and they also which pierced Him." Is it not clear beyond dispute
that we have here a reference to the prophecy of Zechariah xii. 10 ~
"I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplications: wnd they shall
look upon Me Whom they have pieroed." But their looking on Him
Whom they pierced is dependent on His coming with clouds, as
the Apostle John tells us in the verse quoted from the firot chapter
of the Revelation. The context of Zechariah xii. 10, however,
shows that the Lord's being looked on by those who pierced Him
is preceded by a siege of Jerusalem which has never yet taken
place-a siege in which the Lord will defend the inhabitants 0 f
Jerusalem and overthrow their enemies by His visible and personal
appearing (see Zech. xii. 1-10, especially verses 8 and 9). See also
chapter xiv. 1-7, which seems to "how that the besiegers at first
gain a victQry over Jerusalem, but are afterwards overthrown
by the Lord Who will then come, and Whose feet will then stand
upon the Mount of Olives. If it be asked, why, then, does the
Lord say, "Behold, I come quickly," we reply that "quickly"
must be understood from the ;Lord's standpoint, with Whom one
day is "as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any
should perish, but that an should come to repentance" (2 Peter iii.
8, 9). That is to say, the Lord is longsuffering towards His elect
people, not willing that any of them should perish, but that all of
them should come to repentance. He intends that all that the

•

The Gospel Magazine

519

Father has given Him shall come to Him. He intends tJ bring
every one of His sheep into the fold (John vi. 37; x. 16). In other
words, as the Burial Service puts it, He intends "to accomplish
the number of His elect" before He descends from heaven to
bring His ransomed ones to the heavenly mansions. He is now
on the right hand of God, "expecting till His enemies be made the
footstool of His feet" (Heb. x. 12, 13), and when the predestin ed
moment comes, He will come. "Yet a little while" (from the
Divine standpoint), "and He that shall come will come, and will
not tarry" (Heb. x. 37). Meanwhile let His people calmly look
out from their watch towers comparing the course of events with
the inspired Word of God, unalarmed by wars and earthquakes
and famines and pestilences, though necessarily solemnized in
mind by the convulsions and disturbances that are taking place.
Let us remember that nothing can separate us from the eternal
love of our Covenant God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Moreover, while not neglecting any of the great foundation truths of
Scripture, let us remember that "we have also a more sure word
of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed (in your
hearts) as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day
dawn and the day star arise" (2 Peter i. 19).
THE EDITOR,

Whitington Vicarage,
Btoke Ferry, Norfolk.

(Thomas Houghton).

is the Apostolic declaration, "No one saith Lord Jesus but in
the Holy Spirit"; and who is it that calleth Him "Lord Jesus"
but he that loveth Him, if he so call Him in the way the Apostle intended
to be understood ~ For many call Him so with their lips, but deny
Him in their hearts and works; just as he saith of such, " For they
profess that they know God, but in works deny Him." If it is by
works He is denied, it is doubtless also by works that His name is
THIS

truly invoked. "No one," therefore, "saith Lord Jesus" in mind,
in word, in deed, with the heart, the lips, the labour of the hands"no one saith Lord Jesus but in the Holy Spirit," and no one calls
Him so but he that loveth. And accordingly the Apostles were already
calling Him, Lord Jesus. And if they called Him so, in no way that
implied a feigned utterance, with the mouth confessing, in heart and
works denying Him; if they called Him so in all truthfulness of soul,
there can be no doubt they loved. And how, then, did they love, but
in the Holy Spirit ~-Augustine.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" And many resorted unto Him, and said, John did no miracle,. but
all things that John spake oj this Man were true. And many believed
on him there."-JoHN x. 41, 42.
JOHN the Baptist is one of the most sublime characters given in the
Holy Scriptures. The son of Zacharias, the aged priest, "an old
man," and of Elizabeth his wife" well stricken in years," his birth
was announced by the angelic messenger. The sign given, "Thou
shalt be dumb and not able to speak, until the day that these things
shall be performed, because thou believest not my words, which shall
be fulfilled in their season"; his name Divinely pronoUllCed before
his birth, and the prediction, "Thou shalt have joy and gladness and
many shall rejoice at his birth," all enforce the truth that the forerunner of the Messiah was to "be great in the sight of the Lord."
He was to "be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's
womb "-and that it was so, Scripture plainly declares. "The babe
leaped in her womb for joy" when Elisabeth heard the salutation
of Mary and "spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art
thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. And
whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me ~ "
Born six months before Jesus the Ohrist, " great fear had come upon
all that dwelt round about" the aged parents. At the child's circumcision " they called him Zacharias, after the name of his father." His
mother said, "Not so, but he shall be called John." "His father
asked for a writing table (by signs) and wrote, His name is John, and
his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongne loosed, and he
spake and praised God." The people thus beheld the wonder that
God was working in their midst, and exclaimed, "What manner of
child shall this be!" Then we have the lovely song of the aged
priest and father breaking forth into holy ecstasy of praise and
adoration; his declaration that the child should "be called the
prophet of the Highest; for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord
to prepare His way." Then we read, " And the child grew, and waxed
strong in spirit, and was in the deserts until the day of his shewing
unto Israel." Thus probably about thirty years were years of seclusion
and solitude, awaiting the Divinely decreed time when as his Lord's
forerunner he should come forth, fully qualified with his message,
"preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins" in
all the country about Jordan. His profound humility makes this
dear servant John one of the sublimest of characters, as I have before
stated. He lays claim to the title given of him by Esaias the prophet.
When the people muse and wonder and inquire "Who art thou ~ "
he confessed and denied not, but said" I am not the Ohrist." They
still huther question him and he replied, " I am the voice of one crying
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in the wilderness." Voice only! John hidden behind his Master,
John the voice, Jesus the Glorious Person and Substance. The faithful servant, glorying in the singular honour of being His forerunner,
is content, yea, even glad with sacred joy that whilst "He must
increase, I must decrease." He was learning that lesson all his life.
" A man sent from G<:>d "; sent into the world "for a witness, to
bear witness of that Light, that all men through Him might believe."
He came preaching and declaring this" true Light that lighteth every
man that cometh into the world." But whel'e did he preach 1 In
the thronged buildings 1 in the public thoroughfares 1 in the thickest
and most populated parts of the cities and towns 1 Was John's voice
heard there 1 Oh, no! "He came preaching in the wilderness," his
place appointed him, all whom the Lord would send him, there to hear
hinl, though that" all " be the" two or three." The God of heaven
and earth made decrees (and His eternal favours are determined from
all eternity) for preacher anti for the sinner who is to be brought under
the joyful sound. I love that sweet hymn of Burnham's :
"Vast were the settlements of grace
On millions of the human race;
And every favour, richly given,

Flows from the higb decree of heaven.
U

Also the means were fixed npon

Through which His Sovereign love should run,
So time and place, yea, means and mode,

Were all determined bv our God."
Thus John the Baptist preached where the Lord ordained he should
preach and to as many as the LOI'd gave him. What was his message 1
" Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand," thus fulfilling the
design of his ministry, which was Divinely ordained to prepare the way
of the Lord and make His paths straight. Most sweetly does the
Baptist lay claim to none other distinction and honour than simply
being" the voice of one crying in the wilderness." I am not HE-nor
that prophet Elias nor any other prophet,-but I am "the voice"
of whom Esaias wrote. Oh! blessed humility; grace-constrained
obedience; sweet contentment that gave the Lord's forerunner to be
satisfied with a wilderness for his pulpit and with proclaiming the
solemn and unpalatable message put into his lips, "Repent ye," so as
to convict and convince men of sin. But honour awaits this lowly
servant of Christ. He is given a sight of Jesus in His unutterable
loveliness and sublime character. He is allowed to poUlt Him out as
" The Lamb of G<:>d which taketh away the SUI of the world," and to
see the very first followers of Jesus on earth, Who was to be the despised
and rejected One. He also saw his own disciples leave him and follow
Jesus, and was glad that it was even so. "This is He," says the
Baptist, "of Whom I said, After me cometh a Man Which is preferred
before me, for He was before me." And again the next day (Jesus
always tinles His visits) John was permitted another sight of that
}S
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altogether Lovely One. He (John) was with two of his disciples, " and
looking upon Jesus as He walked" (with a Kingly and Royal mien,
treading this earth which was His own creation), "he saith, Behold
the Lamb of God!" Theu his two disciples, drawn by irresistible
attraCtion and love, left their recent teacher and" followed Jesus."
He was further honoured by Jesus submitting Himself to be baptized
of him. John had truly declared he was not worthy to stoop down
and unloose His shoe latchet, and now he exclaims, "I have need to
be baptized of Thee, and comest Thou to me 1" But Jesus having
an·swered him, "Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to
fulfil all righteousness," John is granted another lovely sight of
Jesus upon Whom, as He came up out of the water, the Holy Spirit·
descended like a dove and lighted upon Him. "And lo! a voice from
heaven saying, This is my beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased."
So the prophet of the Highest had thus his rich compensations after
wilderness banishment and doubtless many lonely seasons and disappointments. It would seem that this was the only recorded
conversation which Jesus held with the Baptist. Jesus after His
baptism takes up His ministry and John must consequently decreaseHis Lord has come; his ministry is finished, and Jesus will now proclaim with sovereign and convincing power, Repent ye from that time.
From what time 1 How must John decrease 1 How shall he
disappear 1 We have the answer in Matt. iv. 12, etc., "Now when
Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, He departed into
Galilee," etc. All this was done that the Scriptures might be fulfilled.
The people who sat in darkness now saw the great Light of the world:
They saw this despised Nazarene work miracles among them. They
heard Him teach in their synagogues, and preach the Gospel of the
Kingdom. They saw Him doing what none before and none after Him
could achieve. They saw One in Whom as many as were ordained
unto eternal life should believe.
But Jesus does not forget John in prison. It is true, we do not
read anywhere of His visiting His dear servant there, and that is one
of the mysteries upon which we must be silent and can afford to wait
until these hidden things are revealed in eternity. Meanwhile, we
have it from the Word of Truth, " As for God, His way is perfect."
There was some reason for John receiving no visit from his Lord in
his solitary prison cell. Jesus, however, gave a sweet testimony of
His dear servant. He remembered him. He was feeling for him as
" our fellow-sufferer," Who still retains a feeling for everyone of His
suffering, tried, tempest-tossed children. And while I write these
lines there has flashed into my mind the sweet truth enforced in our
Lord's own words, and doubtless if in the Sovereignty of God He had
His hidden purpose ·of not visiting the dear prisoner, Jesus would not,
could not, leave him comfortless. "I was in prison and ye visited
Me," He said to His disciples' inquiry, "When, Lord 1 " He replies,
" Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these, the least of My disciples, ye
did it unto Me." John had doubtless received comfortable words,

The Gospel Magazine

523

therefore, through the lips of Jesus' disciples. Of John, did Jesus
declare, "There hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist,"· a
high testimony indeed.
And now when John's faith wavers, when hope is at a low ebb, his
feelings naturally very despondent, he sends from prison two of his
disciples to ask Jesus, " Art Thou He that should come, or look we for
another ~ "
.
Jesus works miracles in reply, and sends the two messengers back
to the prison to tell John all that they have seen, and that the poor
are having the Gospel preached to them. That was assuredly a conclusive answer to John, for Jesus was the" Anointed" One Who was
to come into the world according to the prophecy of Isaiah" to preach
good tidings unto the meek; to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and the opening of the prison to them
that are bound, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord." John
would know that his message of repentance was superseded by the
Gospel of good tidings, the whole of which in its fullness of grace and
truth centred in Jesus, the Sent One of the Father.
And now this dear servant of Christ is called upon to "decrease"
indeed! He must die in prison; he must suffer martyrdom at the
hands and caprice of a wicked woman. John exchanges his prison
cell for his heavenly inheritance; he ascends from his beheading to
receive the crown of life. The once silenced lips are now atuned with
the Song of Moses and the Lamb, the very Lamb Whom his mortal
eyes were permitted to gaze upon on earth. His work is done; his
race is run; his ministry for which he was "sent from God" is
finished.
His sad and sorrowing disciples take up the body; go and bury it,
and then come to tell Jesus! Oh, blessed privilege, with childlike
confidence to be able at every circumstance of our lives, its joys and
sorrows, to go and tell Jesus!
When Jesus heard it, He immediately calls them to come with Him
apart into a desert-place to rest awhile! He knew just all they were
feeling, and He knew that nothing but getting alone with Himself
will soothe the aching hearts and jaded, desponding spirits at these
times.
.
And now, while it is day, He must work; He must be about His
Father's business; He must preach and work miracles and confound
all His hearers with His holy arguments and all-convincing replies.
" And many resorted unto Him, and said, John did no miracle; /rut all
things that John spalce 0/ this Man were true. And many believed on
Him there."
Thus, dear readers, we have the threefold testimony of the Word,
the Incarnate Word, and of the disciples, that this dear man, John
Baptist, fulfilled his appointed ministry. He spake "all things" of
Jesus, the Beloved of his Soul, which were afterward proved by his
hearers to be "true." He was permitted to perform "no miracle,"
but he had his high reward and singular honour of declaring his Master's
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honour, and he is now enjoying throughout the countless ages of
eternity the beatific smile of the Lamh in the midst of the throne,
never to lose sight of Him again!
" John did no miracle" that He, Whom he heralded, in all things
might have the pre-eminence.
John is worshipping now in the glory and ravished and satisfied
with his Pre-eminent Lord!
R.

,SmnOnf.l anll N otef.l of ,SermonfJ.
A SPIRITUAL PARADOX.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
" As having nothing, and yet possessing all things."2 CORINTHlANS vi., part of v. 10.
(Continued from p. 440.)
BUT although God's" dear people, considered as I have suggested, have
nothing of their own, yet by the free gift of God in Christ they possess
all things. No good thing has God withholden from His dear people
in Christ. He has blessed them there in Him with all spiritual blessings
in the heavenly places. "He That spared not His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely
give us all things 1" What a wonderful question that is-" How
shall He not 1" If He have given, as He has done, His own Son to
die "the Just for the unjust" that He, the dying Saviour, might
bring them righteously to God, what good thing less than Christ will
God withhold from them that love Him 1 And so the passage has it,
" possessing all things."
Let us just for a few moments turn to the Scriptures and note some
of those" all things" that belong to all believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ. And first I would say redemption is the heritage of these.
Look at the 1st chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians, and the 7th
verse. "In 'VhOll," that is, in Christ, "we have redemption lJ;
"we have "-there is possession; "possessing all things." And
I might just say in passing that the word here translated" possessing"
implies" holding fast." "As having nothing," the word" having"
is a weaker word in the Greek than the other word "possessing";
though in ordinary language what you have you possess, yet in the
Greek a stronger word is used for the latter. " Possessing all things"
-" holding fast all things," this is very blessed. "In Whom we
have redemption"; faith holds fast that blessed truth, faith enters
into the apprehension of it. What does this redemption mean 1 Oh,
it means the buying of a person out from under the curse-buying
back to God; that is the word in its simple derivation-buying back.
And that is what God has done in the case of His far-off people, a
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people who by nature are children of wrath even as others. These
He has at the cost of the blood of His Own dear Co-equal, Co-eternal
Son, brought back to Himself, so that now the law has no power over
them to condemn them. "There is, therefore, now no condemnation
to them which are in Christ Jesus "-none. Who shall condemn
those whom God has justified 1 Who shall bring again into bondage
those souls whom God has delivered at such a cost as the blood of
His beloved Son 1 Therefore it is true, dear children of God, you
have redemption. It is not merely you were redeemed, but "In
Whom we have redemption "-it is a present truth. Historically
true it is, of course, Christ redeemed His people upwards of eighteen
hundred years ago, but redemption is to faith a present truth, and
the more you dwell upon it by faith, that is, the more you believingly
contemplate it, the greater will it grow in beauty and loveliness and
preciousness, and in proportion will it influence your hearts to praise
and thanksgiving; you will see at how much greater a cost your
salvation has been purchased than you had thought or hitherto
realized. The redemption that is in Christ Jesus, mark you further,
dear friends, is coincident with the forgiveness of sins. The whole
passage runs thus: "In Whom we have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace ""the forgiveness of sins." The forgiveness of sins is again present
truth, a present portion; once for all the sins of God's justified people
have been blotted out, that is, out of God's book of God's justice,
and there is nothing to-night in the book of God's justice against a
believer in this gathering. There is a clean page open before the
eye of God's justice on behalf of every believer here to-night; that
page will never be blotted, never an entry made upon it; "their sins
and iniquities will I remember no more." God has another book of
remembrance, but it is not a book in which He enters the daily sins
of His people, and that is the book of His loving-kindness. He has
spoken of it, as you remember, in the book of the prophet Malachi, in
the 3rd chapter, where He says: "Then they that feared the Lord
spake often one to another; and the Lord hearkened, and heard it,
and a book of remembrance was written before Him-far-not against
-for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His Name.
And they shall be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I
make up My jewels." But in regard to the sins of God's people, I say,
they have been blotted out; they were blotted out by the blood of
the cross, historically speaking, eighteen hundred years ago, but the
daily walk of God's people pollutes the consciences of God's people,
and so they need to come again, again and again and yet again to the
mercy-seat, in the language of the broken-hearted publican, "God
be merciful to me the sinner; blot out the sins that burden my conscience-blot them out of my conscience even as Thou hast blotted
them out of Thy book." It is in that way we receive the forgiveness
of our sins. We are not asking the Lord that an atonement may be
offered for our sins, we are resting upon a completed atonement, we
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are resting upon a finished redemption; but what we desire is a
present enjoyment of that precious reality. And you and I, dear
children of God, have the privilege to draw near as children to a
Father. "If any man sin "-that is, believers-" we" believers
" have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous, and
He is the propitiation for our sins." We have sinned against a Father,
and therefore it is as children we come to our Father and confess, and
we have One in Jesus Christ the Righteous Who is our Advocate with
the Father under these conditions and under these circumstances.
Redemption is the property-the possession----<)f all believers, and the
forgiveness of sins is inseparable from redemption; the forgiveness
of sins in the sense of the guilt being already blotted out, and the
forgiveness of sins in the subjective enjoyment of that reality. We
have redemption; as having nothing wherewith to redeem ourselves,
as having nothing we can offer to God by way of compensation for our
breach of His holy law, we yet possess-all believers possess, and not
the Apostle Paul merely-redemption, perfect redemption, effectual
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
And then yet another possession God's dear people have which is
noted in..this same 2nd Epistle, in the 4th chapter and the 13th verse:
"We having "-another possession amongst the" all things," and
what is this 1 " We having the same Spirit of faith "-this is another
gift of God. "By grace ye are saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God." We have the same Spirit of faith
as the Old Testament saints had, the same Spirit of faith as the
psalmist had-not another. This, however, we may say by way of .
differentiation of the faith of the Old Testament saints and the faith
of the New Testament saints: the faith of the Old Testament saints
looked forward to Christ, whereas the faith of the New Testament
believers contemplates that blood as shed. The Object of the faith is
One; Christ has ever been the absorbing Object of His people's faith,
though they have contemplated Him by faith, as I have suggested,
from opposite standpoints. So the Apostle in this place says, "We"
-New Testament believers-" having the same Spirit of faith "-as
the Old Testament believers-" according as it is written, I believed,
and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak."
This is the gift of God. And even those dear disciples of the Lord
Jesus, imperfectly instructed though they wfre in the earlier years
of their experience, yet traced faith and the gift of faith home to their
blessed Master Who was yet amongst them as the humble One. Peter,
as you remember, asked Jesus a question: he said, Lord, how often
ought I to forgive a transgressing brother in one day-until seven
times 1 And the Lord said, "I say not unto thee, Until Seven times,
but, Until seventy times seven," and immediately the prayer was
addressed to Jesus, "Lord, increase our faith." What a recognition
of the Divine Origin and Author of faith this, on behalf of those but
imperfectly comprehending disciples of Jesus. Yes, faith comes of
Him and the increase of faith likewise comes from Him, and it is yours
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and it is mine, dear children of God, to oftentimes plead this same
petition with Jesus, "Lord, increase our faith"; for the faith He gives
works by love, and they would reason, therefore we must love our
brother very much to forgive him seventy times seven in the day:
hence, "Lord, increase our faith that that faith may work by love,
and that we may attain unto that love, and so we shall adorn Thy
doctrine."" By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if
ye have love one to another." And so it magnifies and glorifies the
Name of the Lord Jesus when His people exercise brotherly love one
towards another.
'rime forbids our entering into several other selected illustrations of
the portion or possession of the believing people of God. The Epistle
to the Hebrews abounds in references to these wondrous aspects of
the portion of the people of God. In the 6th chapter they are said
to be possessors of a very safe hope, in the 19th verse, " Which hope
we have "-there is the possession, "we have." "As having nothing,
and yet possessing "-holding fast-" all things" that are given to us
freely in Christ Jesus, and amongst them we have hope; and we have
it in this particular way, it is to us an anchor of the soul, it binds us to
Christ Who has entered for us within the veil. What a blessed tie
this, between the Redeemer and the redeemed. They are a people
who are taught by the Spirit of hope to hope on and hope in the Lord
Jesus Christ. In Him they have a sure abiding-place, they cannot
be moved. Their hope is steadfast and likewise sure. It is abiding,
it cannot be frustrated, its bright expectations are assured. Sooner or
later all that has been promised by the faithful Promiser will come
to pass. "My people shall never be ashamed "-" never be ashamed,"
God has said it. Ashamed in ourselves and of ourselves-yes, but
never ashamed of God, never ashamed of His promises and never
ashamed of His performances. God will always give His people
reason to be praiseful and thankful, He will always show them what
reasons they have and what obligations they are under to show forth
His praise. We have this hope as an anchor of the soul.
And in the 4th chapter of Hebrews, the 14th verse, and in the 8th
chapter and the 1st verse, it is declared, "We have a great High
Priest "-" we have." And we can afford to give up all the other
priests, all the earthly priests, and all the earthly ordinances, and all
ecclesiasticisms in the presence of this great truth, "We have a
great High Priest" Who has passed through the heavens and is at
the right hand of God, Head over all things in our behalf who are His
believing people. We have Christ Who is at God's right hand. It
is a reality, it is not a theory, or an opinion, or a notion, but it is a fact.
It is a fact that He Who died rose again, and that He Who rose again
was exalted by the Father to His Own light hand in the heavenly
places, and all authority was committed into His hands. Said Jesus,
even before He ascended but after He had risen, "All power and
authority is given unto Me in heaven and in earth." So that our
Great High Priest has inexhaustible resources out of which to supply
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He has made Himself responsible by Covenant with His Father

to bless His people, to bless His dear brethren, and when He blesses
them-as I have often said-He blesses them with both hands. When
Jesus led out the little handful of His disciples from Jerusalem on to .
the slopes of Olivet in anticipation of His returning to the bosom of the
Father, it is said of Him, " He lifted up His hands and blessed them..
And it came to pass, while He blessed them "-with His hands lifted
up-" He was parted from them" in the midst of the blessing, and
He has never ceased to bless them. Though He be invisible now to
nature's eye, He has continued this office, this High Priestly office
of benediction; He is always thus occupied in blessing His redeemed
people. Oh, how forgetful are we of this wondrous grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, of our Great High Priest! Oh, how often are we occupied
with the perishing things of time whilst He yonder is ceaselessly
occupied as our Advocate, as our 1I'Iediator with the Father, as our
Great High Priest-One Who can be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities down here! How forcibly that was brought out to-night
in the 25th chapter of Matthew, " Inasmuch as ye have done it unto
one of the least of these i\'l:y brethren, ye have done it unto Me." So
perfect is the union between the Head yonder and the body and the
members of the body down here, that He is touched Himself by anything and everything which touches His people. He is touched with
the feeling, too, of your infirmities, and trials and temptations, dear
children of God; your tears are precious in His sight, He has them all
in His bottle; are they not in Thy book 1 "We have "-there is
the possession-" we have a Great High Priest," even Jesus; and did·
time allow we should have touched upon John the 2nd chapter of the
first Epistle, the 20th verse, "Ye have an unction from the Holy
One "-" ye have." Amongst our possessions we have redemption,
we have forgiveness of sins, we have the Spirit of faith, we have a sure
hope, we have a Great High Priest, we have an Advocate with the
Father, and we have an unction from the Holy One. This, dear
people of God, is your portion for evermore. Well might I conclude
in the words of the same Apostle: "Be content with such things as
ye have."
i\'l:ay God add blessing to His Own Word. Amen.
LOVE OR LAW1
THERE must be many persons who have heard of cases of daughters
concerning whom it could be truly said, " The slightest wish of either
of her parents is law to her." The" law" referred to is the law of
love. The meaning of the statement is perfectly clear. It declares
in the plainest manner possible that the daughter referred to has
such an affection for her father and her mother that if she knows
either of them has a wish she makes a greater effort to fulfil it than
would be the case were she bound by law to carry it out. "Love
makes obedience sweet."
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When Adam and Eve were created, it was part of their nature to
conform in every respect to the will of God. It was no effort to them.
They entertained no opposition to God. Obedience was natural and
pleasing to them. They did not have to compel themselves to render
an unwilling obedience to God. They loved God, and walked in His
favour, and they had no thought or desire after anything contrary
to Him. But when the temptation came to them, and they yielded
to it and sinned against God, then at once they lost the state of holiness
in which they had been created-they acquired a bias, and obedience
became irksome to them.
That which once had been natural to them had now to be enforced
by law. The condition of holiness and obedience having been lost,
it was necessary to re-establish a standard, and this standard is termed
LAW.

God gave to Adam and Eve certain commandments, and to these
commandments were attached penal clauses which became operative
in case of disobedience. In other words, God made known to them
that the soul that sins shall die (Ezek. xviii. 4).
Using the figurative language of Scripture, the law was written in
their hearts (Rom. ii. 15), but when Adam and Eve sinned this
" writing" became gradually less and less distinct in the case of those
who followed after them, and therefore God, in His great mercy, wrote
the substance of His law on two tables of stone (Exod. xxxii. 16), and
this law has been promulgated ever since. God is so holy-and the
law is an evidence of this truth-that He can endure nothing contrary
to His holiness. The law is holy and just (Rom. vii. 12).
By the deeds of the law, however, no man can possibly be justified
in God's sight, for the application of the righteous standard of the
law proves every man to be a sinner (Rom. iii. 20).
What then is to be done 1 God, Who gave the law, can alone
supply an answer to this enquiry, and He has supplied it.
Death is the consequence of sin (Rom. vi. 23). Either man must die,
or a Substitute must be found. God has provided the Remedya Substitute. God declares, "I so loved the world that I gave My
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life" (John iii. 16). The purpose for which God
gave His Son is set forth in these words, "While we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us" (Rom. v. 8), and" Being now justified (or accounted
just) by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him"
(Rom. v. 9). "Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He
loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins" (1 John
iv. 10). "Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and
Ullto them that look for Him shall He appear the second time without
sin unto salvation" (Heb. ix. 28). The blood of Christ purges the
conscience of the believer from dead works to serve the living God
(see Heb. ix. 14). He bare His people's sins in His own body on the
tree, that they being dead to sin should live unto righteousness. It
is by His stripes we are healed (see 1 Peter ii. 24).
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Oh, how necessary it is to keep these great and wonderful truths
constantly in mind, for there is ever a tendenoy to look away from
the Lord Jesus and to look to some fancied goodness which we hope
we see in ourselves. We think we can bring something to God wherewith to buy His favour, and we imagine He ought to be pleased with
our efforts, regardless of all He says to the contrary.
Those who are brought to love the Lord Jesus desire to show their
love by conformity to His will, and His will is one with that of the
Father, "I and My Father are one" (John x. 30).
There is no law given by which a man can procure life (GaL iii, 21).
If righteousness or life could come by an outward keeping of the law,
then Christ is dead in vain (GaL ii. 21). But" Christ hath redeemed
us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us " (GaL iii. 13).
Therefore He has not died in vain.
In the New Testament we read (1 John iii, 23), "This is His com·
mandment, that we should believe in the Name of His Son Jesus
Christ, and love one another, as He gave us commandment," "This
is the WILL of Him that sent Me, that everyone who seeth the Son
and believeth on Him may have everlasting life" (John vi, 40).
" There is none other Name under heaven given among men whereby
we must be saved" (Acts iv. 12).
P. 1. B.
A STRANGER, FRIENDS, FAUL'rLESS BEFORE THE THRONE.
" Art thou only a stranger? "-ST. LUKE xxiv. 19.
" I have called you friends."-ST. JOHN xv. 15.
" Without fault before the throne."-REvELATION xiv. 5.
THESE three passages occurred in daily succession in a text calendar
lately. Whether by design, I know not, but I felt how aptly they
expressed in three lines quite a complete, concise, though brief diary
of the believer's life from beginning to close, or rather to the entrance
into glory-from cold darkness into the warm glow and supreme
brightness of celestial everlasting day.
First the normal condition of an unawakened soul, hearing of Christ
but not knowing Him. He is " only a stranger." This question was
really put to Christ Himself when He joined the disciples from
Emmaus and inquired of what subject they were talking. He was
as a stranger to thern:, though so dearly loved. They did not recognize Him. "Their eyes were holden that they should not know
Him. " Yes, this is also the case with real believers still. They cannot
understand His dealings, and are perplexed, and see not that He
Himself draws near and will unravel all in due time.
In his unregenerate state man knows Him not, sees Him not, understands Him not, nay, even opposes Him bitterly. But the Lord
knows and understands him. When the Holy Spirit opens the eyes
and the heart and enables him to discern the bl;tckness of his heart
and the vileness of his sins, then he discovers Christ to be his almighty
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and only S.aviour. "The natural man receiveth not the things of
the Spirit of God . . . neither can he know them; because they are
spiritually discemed." So, dear reader, thine opened eyes behold
thy sins and His righteousness, thy guilt and His cleansing blood
"which was shed for thee." And in thy Sin-bearer and Saviour
behold also thy Friend. "I have called you friends." This He said
in loving contrast to the hitherto title of servant. His people, His
disciples are more than servants, blessed as that title is. Servants
know not the plans of the Master, they do not understand the reasons
of all they see; but the friend is entrusted with confidences, and the
very intimacy causes him to understand much that is not intelligible
to the stranger. He understands the glance of His eye and interprets
His mind. Thus Jesus talked to His disciples, telling them of His
departure, of another Comforter, of abiding life in the Vine-Himself-,
of His joy remaining and of their full joy. He told them, too, of the
little while when they should not see Him. Oh! how tenderly He
expressed it all. He dwelt not upon His approaching shameful death
and betrayal, but of the joyous afterwards. "A little while and ye
shall See Me." "I will see you agai!l and your heart shall rejoice."
The Friend of friends talked with His friends. He spoke to their
hearts and cheered them.
And, dear reader, it is all grace, all the way through. They are
" w:ithout fault before the throne of God," all fair, no spot in them, for
"Robed in His righteousness alone,

Faultless they stand before His throne."
When we consider that it is not merely a throne, but the throne of
God, we are amazed at His wondrous grace. Ah! we read of the Lamb
in the midst of the throne, "A Lamb as it had been slain." The
Father looks upon this wondrous sacrifice in behalf of His people.
Thus they are" without fault before the throne of God."
There is another aspect of being a stranger, one in which the believer
does own himself a stranger, but not to Christ. It is a sweet knowledge to be able to affirm, " I am a stranger with Thee." What matter
is it if we be pilgrims and strangers when He is with us 1 Nay, it
is an honour not only to be with Him but to be like Him, for He was
a stranger too. He so lovingly links His dear disciples with Himself
_" Even as 1." "They are not of the world, even as I am not of the
world." This is twice reiterated in His prayer to His Father. "If
the world hate you, ye know that it hated Me before it hated you."
Again, "If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you."
Ah, it is " even as I " all the way through. And this cheers the child
of God when he is isolated, scoffed at, hated; for it is the Christ in
him they oppose. They who swim with the stream have an easy time
here, but they who swim against the stream with Him have the buffeting and the fighting and the casting on one side, but all with Him.
No separation. He prizes His Father's gift. Seven times in His
prayer He pleads to His Father, "them which Thou gavest Me."
None shall pluck them out of His hand.

,
\

\

,

,,

,
532

The Gospel Magazine

And we are His friends. What does He say to His friends 1 (see
St. Luke xii. 4); "I say unto you, my friends, Be not afraid." Yes,
"be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no
more that they can do." They cannot touch the life eternal, the
peace eternal, the joy eternal. "Even the very hairs of your head
are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; ye are of more value than
many sparrows." Not one of them is forgotten, much less you.
However sad, however fearful the present time and circumstances
are, be not afraid, dear child of God; He is with you.
I!

Against me earth and bell combine,
But on my side is power Divine.
J esns is all, and He is mine."

" Who is this that cometh out of the wilderness 1" Christ. "Who
is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leauing upon her Beloved 1 "
His precious redeemed one. She comes up from the lonely, waste
wilderness not alone. She leans on her Beloved, and in His companionship and protection there is great delight. Not only confidences, but confidence; not only understanding, but continual desire.
She is glad when He is sensibly near, when she can feel the arms and
the presence of His hand, and she is sad when He seems to have withdrawn Himself. I wTite "seems" because He neveT leaves heT,
never ceases to love heT; fOT "a gaTden enclosed (01' barred) is my
sister, my spouse; a spring shut up, a fountain sealed," enclosed for
Him, shut up to all but Him, sealed with His seal, denoting His
possession. Oh! child of God, beloved of Him, "What a favoUTed
lot is thine!" How inexpressible and immeasumble the love that
sought, the love that bought, the love that keeps, the love that never
fails. I heard a beautiful definition of love the other day from the
pulpit ;"The love that looks up is adoration."
"The love that looks on the earth is affection."
"The love that looks down is grace."
Grace is love outloving love."
And so it is. His love is grace outloving all love.
" Without fault upon the throne." In Rev. xxii. we read of the
reigning Lamb, "the throne of God and of the Lamb," a statement
twice made, and in the same chapter we read, " And they shall reign
for ever and ever." A reigning Christ and a reigning people. Thus
" faith would lay her hand on that deal' head of Thine," and in that
wondrous throne see redemption and consummation, the glory of
those who "have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb."
They have walked with Him, suffered with Him, Tejoiced with Him,
and there they triumph and reign with Him for ever and ever. All
the whiteness, all the cleanness, all the fairness, all the faultlessness,
all the glory HIS fOT ever and ever.
Dear reader, we are almost at the close of another year of grace.
Has it been a glad year, glad in Him 1 Has it been a sad year, sadness
H
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He has shared, taking the heaviest part Himself 1 Whether glad or
sad we can all look back and say, "Not one good thing hath failed."
Let us praise Him with our whole heart, as the Psalmist repeats again
and again, knowing assuredly that He is our Friend and we are His
friends. Such a blessed position! And let us look forward in revealed
glory when we shall see His face with joy unending. No more lonely:
or friendless, or sinful, but with Him in endless rapture and supreme
unceasing delight.
NETTlE.

"IF I FORGET THEE."

J OSEPH made known to the butler the interpretation of his dream,
and we can imagine his brightening face and reviving feeling as the
explanation proceeded and ended with good news. We can also
picture the weary, wistful face of Joseph while he pleaded for himself.
But his words fell on careless ears. The butler very likely was quickly
far gone in projects and prospects for himself, and it was two full years
before he remembered" that same poor man." But then, when the
time was fully come, it was for his own sake that Pharaoh eommanded
him to be brought without delay. It was not an object of pity or
commiseration that stood before the "king, not a stolen Hebrew and
a poor suppliant, but it was a great man and a deliverer, one on whom
the eyes and hopes of all Egypt were set. Then, though the butler
"forgat him," possibly never took in what he was saying, his God
remembered him, brought him out of prison to rule, out of the low
dungeon and place of mourning to a house and home of his own, to his
own wife and his own sons, one of whom was named Manasseh, " for
God," said he, "hath made me forget all my toil and my father's
house." Perhaps when he so spoke he was thinking more of the toil
of his mind. We do not seem to get the impression that he was overworked in prison, but the iron had entered into his soul. He had been
worn with his cogitations and the multitude of his thoughts within
him, the remembrance of his early dreams and their unfulfilment, the
separation from his own family, his being planted in such strangely
prepared soil, in a strange country. "God," he said, "made him forget
all that had been." It sounds as if hehad been brought to rest entirely
in the Lord, to leave interpretations to Him, to believe and to be
quiet. He was fruitful, in more ways than one, in the land of his
affliction; and, when he settled down, the Lord, as it were, looked
back on his behalf, and brought again that which remained and made
his cup run over.
" Hearken, 0 daughter, and consider; forget also thine own people,
and thy father's house." The Lord spoke, and speaks to His people
and to His saints, speaks with authority, and they obey. Ruth heard
and obeyed practically and literally-(whatever her thoughts wereshe must have had many)-when she returned with her mother-in-law
to the land of Canaan to worship the Lord with the people of God.
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He was the Lord her God long before she saw Naomi or even her
fatherland; but the King desired her beauty, the beauty that He
Himself put uplm her, and she cast her idols to the moles and to the
bats, left them and forgot them. Paul, we might say, forgot his own
people, when he counted his birth, his education, his superiority, all
as nothing for the glory of a possession iu Christ. It is not easy,
perhaps, to those whose God has been their father's God to realize that
no name of theirs, by which they are known amongst men, carries in
itself any weight at the throne of grace. The mercy seat is indeed
the resting-place of Him Who in all the liberality and tenderness of
His promises has said, "Instead of the fathers, shall be Thy children,"
and "They are the seed of the blessed of the Lord, and their offspring
with them." But there is one Name only by which they can be saved,
one God only Who can call them, one Christ Who will not cast them
out. In that Name they will, at the command of the incomparably
blessed Father of mercies and God of all comfort, forget their own
in His fulness, forget their own destitution in His atoning and
peace-speaking Blood, forget even their sinfulness and emptiness.
He is the Lord their God, and in 'the beauty of holiness they worship
Him. Presently He will call them, as tenderly-nurtured ones, to
hearken, to consider, to forget all that would keep them from His
immediate presence. Till that time they will remember Him. Wh,atever they forget, they will remember His love, the power of His hand,
His promises, His performances, and His dear, dear people.
FOLLOWER-ON.

FAITH-HEALING.
IN answer to a correspondent we made the following remarks in a
recent letter. They may be useful to others.
" The passage in James v. 14, 15, to which you refer, has reference
to a time, I think, when God in His sovereignty bestowed the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, such as the power to work miracles, on
many of His people. These gifts were only temporary (1 Cor. xiii. 8).
The ordinary gifts were to abide (1 Cor. xiii. 13). Even in apostolic
times miracles were not always wrought. For example, Paul's thorn
in the flesh was allowed to remain. Timothy often had infirmities
(1 Tim. v. 23). Paul did not miraculously cure Trophimus (2 Tim. iv.
20). Doubtless we may and should pray for recovery in submission
to the will of God, but we may and should use means. The so-called
miracles called faith-healing will probably not bear full and prolonged
investigation. It is true that some maladies depend for their cure on
the effect which the mina has upon the body. Faith-healing cures ate
often of this character. If miraculous gifts are now really possessed,
then logically they would include the power to raise the dead, as Peter
raised Dorcas, and as Paul raised Eutychus. But no such wonders
are now forthcoming."
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"LABOURERS TOGETHER WITH GOD."

" The Lord working with them."-MARK xvi. 20.
" Labourers together with God."-l CORINTHIANS iii. 9.
" Workers together with Him."-2 CORINTHIANS vi. 1.
THE context in the case of each of these expressions very clearly
decides the meaning. God's servants are chosen and sent by Him
to declare His will and to speak with authority in His Name, as if
God were speaking through them. They are "ambassadors for
Christ, as though God did beseech through" them. They are
employed to plant and to water that God may give the increase.
And after the Apostle has set before the Corinthians the character of
the work of the ministry, its toils, its anxieties, and its high honour,
he passes on to beseech them to desire to bring forth fruit that shall
correspond with his labour for them.
We see this principle of " working together with God " in the realm
of nature; nor is the expression in the least derogatory to the
sovereignty of the Creator. On the contrary, it sets forth and magnifies His goodness and His wisdom. It is the primeval law, the universal
law, the unehanging law, that "in the sweat of thy face shalt thou
eat bread." If man would reap the benefit of God's natural laws,
he must be subject to their provisions. If he disobeys them he suffers
injury; if he ignores them he sustains loss. All our success, all our
happiness, as creatures, depend upon obedience to God's laws.
All plants and trees that produce food for human beings require
cultivation and laborious care. The vital principle is infused by
the Creator; but if the plant or tree be neglected, it speedily degenerates. The corn that becomes our daily bread does not anywhere
grow wild. It has to be sown, cultivated, and reaped, before we
can derive the benefit intended by God. Man is thus a "worker
together with God." The sunshine, the rain, the wind, work; man
works with them. Everything in nature has its own specific work
to perform; and all things work together. Nothing ever works by
itself. The sun draws the rain from the earth; the wind empties
the clouds upon the earth again.
And if this be true in the Realm of Nature, it most certainly is
true in the Kingdom of Grace. God enacts His sovereign pUl'}loses :
He employs man to fulfil them.
We'" work together with God":1. When we are graciously subject to His holy will, and are thus
enabled to obey His precepts. Gracious obedience always ensures
the promised blessing. No promise exists without a precept; no
precept exists without a promise. The promises and the precepts
work together. In proof of this, consider the case of Abraham, to whom
God had made and repeated great and precious promises. "And the
Lord said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do; seeing
that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and
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all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him 1 For I lmow him,
that he will command his children and his household after him, and
they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment;
that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which He hath spoken
of him" (Gen. xviii. 17-19).
The same principle occurs in the shipwreck of Paul in Acts x.:,,'"Vii.
His Master pl'Omised him the security of every life on board; but in
the supreme moment of danger, Paul" said to the centurion and the
soldiers, Except these [shipmen] abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved."
Most surely therefore in the path of a godly obedience, and in the wise
use of appointed means, we are" workers together with God." And
we use means lawfully when our minds are humbly subjected to His
holy will.
.
2. When our prayers are prompted to rUll in the channel of His
pmposes, and desire their sweet huition. Many of our prayers are
selfish and ignorant; and thus do not harmonize with God's good
pleasure. "Ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive
not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts."
But there is a "labour·ing fervently in prayers, that ye may stand
perfect and complete in all the will of God" (Col. iv. 12). And in
this case" this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask
anything according to His will, He heareth us: and if we know that
He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions
that we desired of Him" (1 John v. 14, 15).
3. But, applying the three brief words quoted above to the work
of the ministry, how beautifully true it is that God's servants are'
"workers together with Him," and that the Lord is constantly
"working with them!" How wise, how necessary, how glorifying
to its Author, is this anangement! The vital germ is in the corn of
wheat; yet it cannot genninate unless it is sown by human instru·
mentality. The fanner' sows the wheat; but it cannot grow apart
hom the exercise of Almighty power and goodness! The truth of
God has a vital principle; yet it is scattered in all the impotence of
human nothingness. Paul is "not anything:" Apollos is "not
anything." Yet God uses Paul and Apollos in the necessary pro·
cesses of sowing, planting, and watering; then "God giveth the
increase." The husbandman has the honour of the labour; the
Lord has the glory.
Ah, my bl'Other-labomer, go forth again with your seed·basket!
You are not working alone, or in vain. The Lord Himself is " working
with" you so long as you are "working together with Him!" Be
of good cheer! The sheaf of firstfruits has been reaped and harvested;
and the final harvest is not distant. "They that sow in tears shall
reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious
seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves
with him."

Cr-icklewood.

WILLIAM WIL.EMAN.
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JOTTINGS IN TROVBLOVS TIMES.
TRouBLOus times did not end with the close of the Great War! Nor
is there any real prospect of the nations of the earth abjuring warfare,
l'S was pointed out in former" Jottings," written during the war with
Germany. Already we read, sometimes, in the public press of "the
next ~ar," and also of the invention of more fearful engines of destruction than have ever been used in warfare before. Although peace
was made with Germany, there has yet been fighting here and there,
in different parts of the world, ever since.
All goes to prove the fulfilment of our Lord's words, Matt. xxiv. 6', 7.
The condition of things in Russia, where famine and pestilence are
raging, is appalling; as also is, nearer home, the situation in Ireland.
I~ is remarkable that a New York weekly journal recently contained
an article on the Russian famine, headed, "The Third Horseman
rides in Russia," and proceeds: "Hunger, the third of the four dread
horsemen that have been trampling upon the nations for these seven
years, rides to-day unchecked through Russia." There is evidently,
here, an allusion to Revelation vi. 5, 6, which is significant. Without
dogmatizing on the point, one cannot yet help wondering if the end-time
has not already begun.
Ever-increasing signs of it are clearly discernible. Let me quote in
full the Lord's words referred to al:ove-" And ye shall hear of wars,
and rumours of wars: spe that ye be not troubled, for all these things
must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there shall be famines,
and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the
beginning of sorrows" (or travail, or birth-pangs, as variously
translated) .
A "falling away," or Apostasy, is to precede "The day of the
Lord" (2 Thess. ii. 3). Apostasy is widespread in the present day.
Destructive critics are found in places of learning, and in the churches,
who from their position, and by their sacred vows, ought to be numbered among the defenders of the faith, rather than fosterers of
agnosticism and infidelity.
In America things are no better. Perhaps worse. The Editor of a
Californian religious magazine writes' "We have given the figures
showing that there are more than fifty thousand vacant churches in
our country (V.S.A.), and more than twenty-five thousand churches
which were better vacant than to have in their pulpits men who handle
the Word of God deceitfully, fooling the people with their false and
fanciful interpretations of the Word." Later on, he writes: "The
Gospel of the grace of God must be given to the people. The precious
food of the Word must be given to the Saints. The children must be
taught the Way of Life."
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In view of the foregoing, and taking into account the present
Laodicean state of the tlUe Church, described in Rev. iii. 14--22, is it
to be wondered at that men of the world speak of "a decadent
Church" 1 May we all, beloved readers, be stirred up, by Divine
grace, to more watchfulness, prayerfulness, and zeal in spreading
" The Gospel of the grace of God."
Anent the extract from the writings of the late Bishop Ryle on
"The altered attitude towards Romanism," given in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE for September last, a remarkable example of this change of
attitude has been given by " the Clergy and Ministers" of a town in
Saskatchewan. According to the local newspaper, they joined in a
town's meeting of welcome to a Roman Oatholic Al'chbishop, on his
first visit to that town !
Marshall (Sask.), Canada.
ROBERT J. NoYES.
Oct. 15th, 1921.
======
THE ACTIVITIES AND DESIGNS OF SATAN.
EXTRACTS FRmr The Mute Christian.
By THOMAS BROOKS, THE PURITAN.
THE father of lies, though he hath been in chains almost SLX thousand
years, yet he hath never lien still one day, nor one night, no not one
hour in all this time; but is still a-fretting, vexing, tossing, and
tumbling in all his chains, like a princely bedlam; he is a lion, not a
lamb; a roaring lion, not a sleepy lion; not a lion standing still, but
a lion going up and down; he is not satisfied with the prey he hath
got, but is restless in his designs to fill hell with souls. He never
wants an apple for an Eve, nor a grape for a Noah, nor a ehange of
raiment for a Gehazi, nor a wedge of gold for an Achan, nor a crown
for an Absalom, nor a bag for a Judas, nor a world for a Demas. If
you look into one company, there you shall find Satan a·dishing out
his meat to every palate; if you look into another company, there
you shall find him a-fitting a last to every shoe; if you look into a
third company, there you shall find him a-suiting a garment to every
back. He is under wrath, and cannot but be restless. Here with
Jael he allures poor souls in with milk, and murders them with a nail;
there with Joab, he-embraces with one hand, and stabs with another;
here with Judas, he kisses and betrays; and there with the whore
of Babylon, he presents a golden cup ,vith poison in it; he cannot
be quiet though his bolts be always on; and the more unquiet any
are under the rebukes of God, the more such resemble Satan to the
life, whose whole life is filled up with vexing and fretting against the
Lord. "Let not any think," saith Luther, "that the devil is now
dead, no, nor yet a.leep; for as He that keepeth Israel, so he that
hateth Israel, neither slumbereth nor sleepeth."
A seventh reason why Christians shonld be mute and silent under
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their affiictions, is because hereby they shall cross and frustrate
Satan's great design and expectation. In all the affiictions he brought
upon Job, his design was not so much to make Job a beggar, as
it was to make him a blasphemer; it was not so much to make
Job outwardly miserable, as it was to make Job inwardly miserable, by occasioning him to mutter and munnur against the
righteous hand of God, that so he might have had some matter of
accusation against him to the Lord. He is the unwearied accuser
of the brethren, Rev. xii. 10: "The accuser of the brethreu is cast
down, which accuseth them before our God day and night." Satan
the great make-bate between God and His children, he hath a mint
constantly going in hell, where as an untired mint-master he is still
a-coming and hammering out accusations against the saints. First.
he tempts and allures souls 1'0 sin. and then accuses them of those
very sins he hath tempted them to, so that he may disgrace them
before God. and bring them, if it were possible, out of favour with
God; and though he knows beforehand, that God and His people
are, by the bond of the Covenant and by the blood of the Redeemer,
so closely united that they can never be severed, yet such is his rage,
wrath, envy, and malice, that he attempts that which he knows he shall
never effect. Could he have made Job froward or fretful under the
rod, he would have quickly carried the tidings to heaven, and have
been so bold as to have asked God, whether this was a carriage becoming
such a person of whom Himself had given so glorious a character.
Satan knows that there is more evil in the least sin, than there is
in all the affiictions that can be inflicted upon a person; and if he
could have made a breach upon Job's patience, ah, how would he
have insulted over God Himself! Could he but have made Job a
mutineer, he would quickly have pleaded for martial law to have
been executed upon" him; but Job, by remaining mute and silent
under all his trials, put Satan to a blush and spoils all his projects at
once. The best way to outwit the devil is to be silent under the
hand of God; he that mutters is foiled by him; but he that is mute
overcomes him; and to conquer a devil, is more than to conquer
a world.
lIE Who doth whatsoever He will. must do it how He will; it is for
us to receive, not to appoint.-Bishop Hall.
HAD not this Good Shepherd left the ninety-nine, and searched the
desert, the lost sheep had never recovered the fold; had not His
gracious frugality sought the lost groat, it had been swept up with
the rushes and thrown out in the dust. Still, 0 Saviour, dost Thou
walk through our Jericho; what would become of us if Thou shouldest
stay till we seek Thee alone ~ Even when Thou hast found us, how
hardly do we follow Thee. The work must be all Thine; we shall not
seek Thee, if Thou find us not; we shall not follow Thee. if Thou
draw us not.-Bishop Hall.
,.
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STILL ON THE DOWN GRADE.

OWING to pressure on our space we were not able to call attention
to certain matters dealt with by the larger Churches at their General
Assemblies, but there is one matter which we consider it necessary
to refer to. In the General Assembly of the United Free Church,
the Rev. Dr. Maclennan drew attention to a tract entitled, Ho'W do
'We regard the Bible? issued by the Social Problems Comlnittee of the
Church, and which, he said, had given pain to many. The tract has
such questions as--" Do we approve of all the moral sentiments
expressed in the Bible ~ "-" Do we regard the Bible as infallible
history ~ "-" Do we agree with the opinions of St. Paul ~" and
the answer given in each case is-" No." Dr. i'facleJUlan moved
that the Assembly dissociate it'elf hom the view e:''"l'ressed regarding the Scriptures in the tract, and regret that such a publication
should have been issued under the authority of a Committee of the
Assembly. It was·pointed out that the motion wus a vote of censure,
not only on the author of the tract, but on the Committee, and Dr.
:Maclennan was induced to withdraw it. Matters have reached a
critical stage when the supreme court of a Church is more concerned
for the author of a tract that barefacedly shakes the confidence of
its readers in the integrity of the Word of God than for the honour
of that Word itself.-The ·Free Presbytervm Magazine for September,
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO
THE ARMY AND NAVY.
,
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-The following letter from a soldier in Silesia has just
reached me, and will, I think, interest our friends as showing how
much the literatme is appreciated. "I am really delighted to receive
your generous and plentiful supply of Gospel literature. Personally
speaking, I do not think that this kind of literature has been giv;en
first place. We shall give it first place and shall always feel grateful
to you, dear friend, for having sent us this supply. They are a great
help as we pass them from one to another. We shall pray for you."
Will om kind friends note that in view of Clnistmas and the New Year
we are needing more bound volumes, and shall welcome all kind gifts.
We are grateful to the kind friend at Dronfield, near Sheffield, for
books.
.
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
Bristol, November, 1921.

lllro!elHant 15eacon.
PRO'fESTANT POINTS.
VIII.-PURGATORY.
"PURGATORY," says the Church of Rome, "is a pmgatol'ial fire, in
which the souls of the pious, having been tortured for a limited time,
are expiated, in order that an entrance into the eternal country may be
opened to them." She teaches that" Even after the reception of
the grace of Justification, and the doing away of the penalty of eternal
punishment, the guilt is not so remitted, but that there remains a
penalty of temporal punishment to be paid, either in this world, or
in the future in purgatory."
But there are two texts from God's Holy Word which completely
overthrow this false teaching! Heb. i. 3, "When He" (the Son of
God) "had by Himself pmged our sins" (or, R.V. "made purification of sins "j, He "sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on
high." If Christ hath "purged our sins," what need of a" Purgatory"
after death ~ Again (1 John i. 7), " If we walk in the light, as :ije is in
the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ, His Son, c1eanseth us from all sin." Archbishop Usher
quaintly wrote nearly three centuries ago, "For extinguishing the
.imaginary flames of Popish Pmgatory, we need not go far to fetch
water: seeing the whole current of God's Word rnnneth mainly upon
this; that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin." The sins
of the believer, who walks in the light, are continually cleansed away

,
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(the verb is present tense, c!eanseth-is cleansing-us) by the blood
of Christ, ALL his sins, not some, thus including what Rome calls
" venial sins," which, it is said, are those which are purged away by
the purgatorial fire, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful aud just
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from ALL unrighteousness "
(1 John i. 9).
There is no hint of such a fire in the New Testament. It is contended that 1 Cor. iii. 13-15 alludes to it. But a study of the passage
with its conte>.1; will show that it has no reference to a purgatory.
The Apostle is writing of the work of ministers of the Gospel. He
says, "Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is
Jesus Christ" (v. 11). Every true minister builds upon this foundation,
but not all that he builds upon it, whether doctrines or persons, will,
it may be, stand the fire of God's judgment. "The Day" (v. 13)-the
Day of the Lord-will prove it, and a man's work may be " burned"
(v. 15), though he himself" shall be saved; yet so as through fire "as one dragged to safety through burning ruins.
" The fire (figurative here, as the gold, hay, etc., v. 12) is not purgatory
(as Rome·teaches, i.e., purificatory and punitive), but probatory; not
restricted to those dying in 'venial sin '-the supposed intermediate
class between those entering heaveu at once, and those dying in mortal
sin, who go to hell-but universal, testing the godly and ungodly
alike (2 Cor. v. 10; cf. Mark ix. 49). The fire is not till the last day;
the supposed fire of purgatory begins at death. The fire of St. Paul
is to try the wurks, the fire of purgatory, the persons of men. St. Paul's
fire causes' loss' to the sufferers ~ Rome's purgatory, great gain~
viz., heaven at last to those purged by it, if only it were true" (Canon
Fausset's Commentary in loco).
Such a monstrous doctrine as that of purgatory, so lucrative to the
Church of Rome, by reason of money paid for masses and prayers for
the dead, is utterly contrary to Holy Scripture, as has been proved by
the passages cited above, and is further proved by the perfect and
finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ, in the sacrifice of Himself,
when " He gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from
this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father"
(Gal. i. 4). By this stupendous and substitutionary sacrifice, those
in union with Him are" HEALED." For," He was wounded for our
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of
our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed"
(Isaiah liii. 5). On this groUlld the Apostle Paul writes to the saints
at Rome, "There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are
in Christ Jesus" (Rom. viii. 1), and tells the" saints and faithful
brethren in Christ at Colosse" that God had forgiven them" ALL
TRESPASSES" (Col. ii. 13).
Moreover, the believer, being iustified (i.e., accounted righteous),
nothing can be laid to his charge. "Who shall lay anything to the
charge of God's elect ~ It is God that justifieth" (Rom. viii. 33).
He has become" the righteousness of God " in Christ (see 2 Cor. v. 21),
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and so far from a purgatory awaiting him, it is written (2 Cor. v. 1),
" We know that if our earthly house of this tabel'l1acle were dissolved
we have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens."
.
RORER'!' J. NOYES, B.D;
1I1arshall (Sask.), Canada.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE City Sermon for the Society was preached by the Rev. J. B.
Barraclough, M.A., in St. Mary Woolnoth Church, on October 7th.
The Rector, the Rev. H. A. Raynes, M.A., conducted the first part of
the service. There was an excellent congregation; three of John
Newton's hymns were sung, and the sermon from Matthew v. 14-16
was profitable and appropriate. This interesting church, close to the
Mansion House, was for 28 years the place of John Newton's ministry,
and there is but little doubt that some of the founders of the Society
were worshippers there.
Brighton has long been a centre of help. The Anniversary Meeting
recently held was well attended, and the Sale of Work, under the
management of the ladies, was very encouraging. Mr. Alderman
Caley, of Tunbridge Wells, presided over the afternoon meeting, when
addresses were given by the Revs. J. K. Popham, J. H. Hallett,
T. Martin, and other friends.
Sales have also been held at Hawkhurst and Eastbourne, and collections after sermons have been made at Five Ash Down, Tottenham,
Clerkenwell, Fulham, and other places.
Efforts are being made to obtain additional annual subscribers, in
order that the increase of expenditure in Pensions, and upon the eight
Homes, may be met. "Hitherto hath the Lord helped us" are the
words with which the Committee close another year's labours.

iKehtews anll jl.nttces of llooks.
STONES THAT SPEAK, OR MUSINGS ON MOUN'!' MORIAH. By the late
REV. JAMES ORMISTON. Pp. 34. Price 3d. (The Secretaries,
Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 100-102, Camberwell
Grove, London, S.E.5.)
These" Musings on Mount Moriah " are a reprint from the original
edition of 1885. They were issued by our highly-esteemed friend
after a visit to Palestine in 1878. Those who have read his" Nazareth
of Jesus" will also want to read these" Musings." They display very
considerable and careful literary research and wide reading, besides
being replete with rich spiritual teaching. There is a beautiful charm
and grace about Mr. Ormiston's writings which will doubtless be
attractive even to those who do not grasp as he did the precious truths
of the doctrines of grace.
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MAN'S IMMORTALITY AND RESURRECTION. By MICHAEL SHELBOURN.
Pp. 20. Price 3d.; postage Id. (To be had of the Author, at
"Orchardene," St. Leonards-on-Sea.)
This pamphlet deals with the doctrine of " Conditional Immortality"
and_ with present-day denials of the Scriptural doctrine of the Resurrection. Without pretending to deal with these topics exhaustively,
the author furnishes many telling proofs of man's immortality and of
the resurrection both of the unjust as well as of the just.
THE GOSPEL ECHO SHEET ALMANAC FOR 1922. Price One Penny.
(Mr. Clement Wileman, 27, Sydney Grove, Hendon, London,
N.W.4.)
This Almanac contains six illustrations and an original selection
of texts for each day of the year. The texts are in good type, and the
Almanac is attractively got up. One hundred copies will be sent
post paid for eight shillings and sixpence.
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND ALMANAC FOR 1922. Price 2d.; postage
Id.; or bound in cloth 9d.; postage Id. (Church Association,
13 ~ 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.)
This is the thirty-fourth year of the issue of this well-lmown ahd
handy Almanac. It contains illustrations of His Majesty the King
and ot Fowey Parish Church. There is a special spiritual article by
Bishop Knox, late of Manchester. Two pages are devoted to useful
information about the National Assembly of the Church of England
and the Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure. There is
much 'useful information about Ritualistic Societies, besides other
matter of interest to Protestant Churchmen. The Table of Lessons
occurs in the Calendar. The Almanac should be found on every
reading-desk and lectern, and it should be in the hands of all Evangelical
Churchmen.
AN ESSAY ON THE VARIOUS FEARS TO WHICH GOD'S PEOPLE ARE
LIABLE. By AUGUSTUS M. TOPLADY. Pp. 20. Price 3d. (To
be had from the S.G.U., as above.)
Toplady's writings need no commendation from our pen. Timid
and fearful souls will find in this excellent Essay much to cheer and
comfort them.
We have also received from the Sovereign Grace Union :·THE CLAY AND THE POTTER. Two Sermons by THOMAS BRADBURY.
Price 4d.
.
ELECTION. By JOHN BEBRIDGE. Price 2d.
END OF VOLUME LVI.-NEW SERIES.
BR.ISTOL: Pltr.'iTBD BY JOHN WR,lGHT AND SONS LIMITJ!lD, 8TONB BlUDGK.

