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AN APPEAL TO OUR READERS.
THE .. GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
SOME time ago we placed before our readers, on behalf
of our Co.Trustees, a frank statement of our financial
position. In consequence of the greatly increased cost of
printing and postage we felt it necessary to make an
urgent appeal for prayer and for regular financial help.
The Trustees desire to thank God for His gracious answer
to our united prayers. They praise Him for His enabling
help and goodness during the year 1921, and they warmly
thank our many readers, rich and poor, for their liberal
response to our appeal.
They wish, however, to remind them that the need
of financial aid is no less urgent than it was. The
Magazine is published very considerably below cost price,
and only by the regular help of our many friends can
it continue to be issued. The need of testimony to the
great doctrines of grace was never greater. The Trustees,
therefore, confidently look up to our Covenant-keeping
God still to dispose the hearts of His scattered people
to supply them with the necessary funds to carry on
this important work. They would also urge our readers
to use all their influence to increase the circulation.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2,
or to the Editor.
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AND COMFORT.

Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that. we may be able to comfort them which are io &oy
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we oUl'tlelves are C<'mforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4..

JESUS TAKEN UP.
" And when He had spoken these things, while they beheld, He was
taken Up,. and a cloud received Him out of their sight."-AcTS
i. 9.

THESE words briefly describe our LORD'S ascension into heaven.
His disciples were with Him. He spoke to them of the outpouring
of the HOLY GHOST which was soon to take place, of the work of
testimony He wished them to engage in, and of their need of the
power of the SPffiIT before they undertook this work. Then,
"when He had spoken these things, while they beheld, He was
taken up." His ascension into heaven is referred to four times in
this chapter. First it is referred to as the termination of His
earthly ministry. The former treatise which the Evangelist Luke
wrote referred to "all that JESUS began both to do and teach, .
until the day in which He was taken up." The apostle who was to
take the place" from which Judas by transgression fell" must be
one who had companied with the other apostles" from the baptism
of John, unto that same day that He was taken up" (verses 2, 22).
The ascension is next referred to as an historical fact. " While
they beheld, He was taken up " (verse 9). Lastly it is referred to,
in connection with our LORD'S return. "This same JESUS, Which
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as
ye have seen Him go into heaven" (verse 11). Our LORD and
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST has not gone away for ever. He will
return. The very same JESUS Who was taken up into heaven
shall in a day yet future descend from heaven. His ascension will
eventually be followed by His descension. That is the glorious
hope ol the Church. "Yet a little while, and He that shall come
will come, and will not tarry" (Heb. x. 37). Meanwhile, during
the interval, His people are to occupy till He comes. They are
to be .Iis witnesses. They are to bear testimony to all the saving
truths of His Gospel. They lire to be "stedfast, unmoveable,
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always abounding in the work of the LORD, forasmuch as they
know that their labour is not in vain in the LORD."
There are many great truths associated with the taking up of
our LORD into heaven. Let us think of some of them.
1. First, we need to note that our Lord was taken up into heaven
in bodily form.
He Who was taken up was He Who had" showed Himself alive
after His passion by many infallible proofs," being seen of the
apostles forty days (verse 3). It was the risen JESUS Who was
taken up. It was He Who had said to His disciples, "Handle
Me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see life
have." Our Reformers were following Scripture when they said,
"CHRIST did truly rise again from death, and took again His
body, with flesh, bones, and all things appertaining to the perfection of man's nature; wherewith He ascended into heaven,
and there sitteth, until He return to judge all men at the last
day" (Article IV.). CHRIST'S human body is never present on
so-called human altars; for" the natural Body and Blood of our
SAVIOUR CHRIST are in Heaven, and not here; it being against
the truth of CHRIST'S natural Body to be at one time in more
places than one" (Black Rubric).
Our LORD'S ascension into heaven is therefore a type of His
people's ascension. First, the dead in CHRIST shall rise. Living
believers shall be changed. Then they shall be caught up together
. to meet the LORD in the air, and so shall they ever be with the
LORD. (See 1 Thes8. iv. 16, 17; 1 Cor. xv. 51, 52).
2. Secondly, we need to note that our Lord was taken up because
He had finished His pr'iestly work of atonement.
Our HIGH PRIEST was ordained for men in things pertaining to
GOD to offer a sacrifice for sin. He came to give His life a ransom
instead of many. He" appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice
of Himself" (Matt. xx. 28; Heb. ix. 26). He finished this work
of atonement. He completed it on the cross. He could say,
"It is finished." Hence His bodily presence on earth was no
longer necessary. His ascension therefore assures us of a finished
atonement. It tells us that He has indeed obtained eternal redemption for His people. They can now say, "CHRIST hath redeemed
us from the curse of the law, being made. a curse for us." "'We

"
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have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace" (Gal. iii. 13; Ephes. i. 7). As we
by faith behold Him, sitting at the right hand of GOD, we may say
with Toplady :" Turn then, my Boul, unto thy rest;
The merits of thy great HrGH PRIEST
Have bought thy liberty:
Trust in His efficacious blood,
Nor fear thy banishment from GOD,
Since J EBUS died for thee! "
3. Thirdly, we need to note that our Lord was taken up that He
lmght engage in His priestly work of intercession.
His priestly work of atonement is finished. His priestly work
of intercession goes on. "Who is He that condemneth 1 It is
CHRIST that died, yea rather that is risen again, Who is even at
the right hand of GOD, Who also maketh intercession for us " (Rom.
viii. 34). That is the work in which He is now engaged. He
entered "into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of
GOD for us" (Heb. ix. 24). Hence," He is able also to save them
to the uttermost (i.e. completely) that come unto GOD by Him,
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25).
He has not therefore forgotten His people. He knows them all.
Their names are in His book of life. When one of them draws
near to the FATHER, CHRIST is there before him. He at once
recognizes him as one of His sheep, and we may say He takes
such a one by the hand and says, " Here is one of those for whom
I died." He introduces him to the FATHER and secures every
needed blessing sought for. He lives to make intercession for
His people, and to save them daily from the power and dominion
of sin. He is able to succour His tried people, for He Himself
hath suffered being tempted.

" He sympathizes with our grief,
And to the sufferer sends relief."
4. We need to note that our Lord was taken up that He might
exercise kingly rule.
He is "the Prince of the kings of the earth." He is " on the
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens." All
authority in heaven and earth appertains to Him. The FATHER
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hath given all things into His hands. Angels, authorities, and
powers are subject unto Him. He is "Head over all things to
the church." By Him all things consist. He upholds" all things
by the word of His power" (Heb. i. 3). The feeblest and poorest
child of GOD can rejoice that he has on high a SAVIOUR Who is
omnipotent to help him, to supply all his needs, and to work all
things together for his good.
" My Advocate appears
For my defence on high,
The FATHER bows His ear,
And lays His thunder by;
Not all that hell or sin can say,
Shall turn His heart, His love away.
"My dear Almighty LORD,
My Conqueror and my King,
Thy sceptre and Thy sword,
Thy reigning grace I sing;
Thine is the power; behold I. sit
In willing bonds before Thy feet."
5. Lastly, we need to note that onr Lord was taken ltp ltntil the
set time of HisretnTn.
The FATHER'S words to Him are, "Sit thou at My right hand,
until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool" (Psa. ex. 1). As soon
as the FATHER has dealt thus with CHRIST'S enemies, then the same
JESUS Who was taken up from His people into heaven shall so
come in like manner as they saw Him go into heaven. Meanwhile,
" If then ye were raised together with CHRIST, seek the things that
are above, where CHRIST is, seated on the right hand of GOD. Set
your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that
are upon the earth.. For ye died, and your life is hid with CHRIST
in GOD. When CHRIST, Who is our life, shall be manifested, then
shall ye also with Him be manifested in glory" (Col. iii. 1-4, R.V.).
Whitington Vioarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR,
(Thomas Honghton).

" LET no man, then, who will say, ' The Lord He is God,' presume
to intrench on His sacred royalty, by seeking a reason of His decrees
beyond, or besides the good pleasure of His will."-Elisha Coles.
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COMFORT FOR GOD'S PEOPLE.
" The Lord hath comforted His people, He lwtl! redeemed Jerusalem."

lii. 9.
THESE words remind us that God is "the Father of mercies and
the God of all comfort." They tell us of a time in the history of
God's ancient people when He will bestow comforts upon them
and when Jerusalem. shall be redeemed experimentally from
temporal and spiritual sorrow. They also suggest the comfort
which J ehovah bestows upon all the spiritual Israel. It is in
keeping with His revealed character that the Lord comforts His
people. He is the "God, that comforteth those that are cast
down" (2 Cor. vii. 6). He says to His people, " I, even I, am He
that comforteth you." "As one whom his mother comforteth,
BO will I comfort you" (Isa. li. 12; lxvi. 13). With the tenderness
of a mother He comforts His tried children. "Like as a father
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him"
(Psa. ciii. 13). 'The strongest amongst us are apt to lose heart.
The bravest may become timid. Depressed and cast down as is
sometimes our experience, we need Divine comfort. The child of
God may sometimes have to say, " Fearfulness and trembling are
come upon me, and a horror hath overwhelmed me" (Psa. Iv. 5).
At such times we need to pull ourselves together by Divine grace
and to encourage ourselves in the Lord our God. We need to
nestle quietly in His bosom and hide under the shadow of His
wings. We need to call to mind that He is ever ready to comfort
His people. How doth the Lord comfort His people and how
hath He brought comfort to their hearts ~
1. First, He hatl! comforted them by sending to them the means
of comfort.
One of the great facts recorded in Scripture is the incarnation
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Why did He become incarnate ~ Why
did He become flesh and dwell among us~ It was because the
Father sent Him. Out of love to His people He sent His Son
to be the propitiation for their sins. In other words He sent Him
that He might be the means of spiritual and eternal comfort to
His people.· His Son recoguized this and accordingly He said,
-ISA.
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"The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me; because He hath anointed
me to preach good tidings to the meek; He hath sent Me to bind
up the broken hearted . . . to comfort all that mourn" (Isa. !xi.
1-3). Are we mourners? Do we mourn over our sins? He
came to comfort us. In Him "we have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace"
(Ephes. i. 7). The Father sent Him to redeem His people that
they might receive the adoption of sons. He is "the Consolation
of Israel" (Luke ii. 25). Have you heard God say to y;our soul,
" I have blotted out as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and as
a cloud, thy sins"? If so, you will know what it is to be comforted. You will be comforted by the blessed assurance that your
" iniquity is pardoned," and you will be ready to sing :"We give immortal praise
To God the Father's love,
For all our comforts here
And better hopes above;
He sent His Own eternal Son
To die for sins that man had done."
2. Seoondly, He comforts His people by sending to them the Communicator of Comfort.
Our Lord Jesus Christ procured comfort by His substitutionary
death. By His obedience unto death He hath secured the eternal
justification, the sanctification, the adoption and the final glorification of all the elect people of God. It is the Holy Ghost, however,
Who co=unicates these blessings to our souls. To this end He
makes us uncomfortable by convicting us of our sinfulness. Then
He testifies of Christ to our souls as our holy Substitute and Surety.
He leads us to lean our whole weight upon Him for salvation,
and thus He communicates comfort to our hearts. He is the
other Comforter Whom the Father bestows upon His people.
Thus " According to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which He shed on
us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; that being
justified by His grace, we should be made heirs according to the
hope of eternal life" (Titus iii. 4-6). All spiritual blessings are
bestowed upon us "in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit
of our God" (1 Cor. vi. 11). Comforter is one of the beautiful titles
which is given to the Holy Ghost. His comfort is continuous.
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He dwelleth in His people, teaches them, and strengthens them.
They are strengthened with might by the Spirit in the inner man.
3. Thirdly, God oomforts His people by supplying them with a
volume of comfort.

There is only one book in the world which tells of real lasting
and eternal comfort. That is the book which we call the Bible or
the Holy Scriptures. These writings were all given by inspiration
of God. They proceed from Him. He inspired men to write
them and they alone" are able to make wise unto salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus" (2 Tim. iii. 15, 16). The things
written in this volume were written "that we through patience
and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope" (Rom. xv. 4).
Apart from this sacred and inspired volume we could have known
nothing of God's everlasting love, of His infinite mercy and grace,
of the redemption that is in Christ Jesus and of the glory which
will be the portion of all who are washed in the blood of the Lamb.
This volume is a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path.
Its precious promises are a daily comfort and delight to God's
people. "Thy word was unto me the joy and the rejoicing of
mine heart" is the language of one to whom this volume was- a
comfort (Jer. xv. 16). How can we ever thank our God sufficiently
for His precious Word!
"Precious Bible, what a mine!
Full of promises divine:
I would all thy wealth explore,
And thy Author, God, adore!"

(Joseph Irons).

4. Fourthly, God comforts His people by bringing them into the
enioyment of comfort.
He "hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting oonsolation and

good hope through grace," and He is able to comfort our hearts,
and to stablish us in every good word and work (2 Thess. ii. 16,
17). He comforts His people with the full assurance of their
eternal salvation. They can say, "God hath saved us and called
us with an holy calling" (2 Tim. i. 9). He comforts them with
the assurance of forgiveness. "I write unto you, little children,
because your sins are forgiven you" (1 John ii. 12). He comforts
them with the assurance of their justification and sanctification.
" But ye are washed, but ye are sancti.fied, but ye are iustified in
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the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor.
vi. 11). He comforts them with the assurance of their sonship.
" Ye have received the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba,
Father. The Spirit itself beareth ,vitness with our spirit, that we
are the children of God" (Rom. viii. 15, 16). He comforts them ,vith
the assurance of their preservation and glorification. " We are
not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that
believe to the saving of the soul" (Heb. x. 39). "God hath not
appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus
Christ, who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should
live together with Him" (1 Thess. v. 9, 10). The justified shall be
glorified. It is their Lord's intention that they shall be with Him
where He is and behold His glory. "Blessed are they that mourn :
for they shall be comforted" (Matt. v. 4). They have" a strong
consolation" who have fled for refuge to Christ. "In the multitude
of my thoughts within me, Thy comforts delight my soul" (Psa.
xciv. 15). They are comforted with the enjoyment of great
spiritual and temporal mercies now, and they have the sure
prospect of eternal and heavenly comfort hereafter. Our God,
then, dear readers, is a God of comfort. Great and many are the
comforts which He has bestowed upon us. Well might the prophet
say, "Sing, 0 heavens; and be joyful, 0 earth; and break forth
into singing, 0 mountains: for the Lord hath comforted His
people, and will have mercy upon His afRicted" (Isa. xlix. 13).
The year which is now closing has doubtless brought many discomforts in one form or another, but hath He not again and again
comforted our hearts with fresh tokens of His mercy and lovingkindness. Let us, then, praise His name that He hath indeed
proved Himself to be " the God of all comfort."
"'Praise the Saviour, ye who know Him,
Who can tell how much we owe Him 1
Gladly let us render to Him
All we are and have.
" Trust in Him, ye saints, for ever,
He is faithful, changing never;
Neither force nor guile can sever
Those He loves from Him."
THE EDITOR,
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Ho'lJ.{fhton).
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

\

516

The Gospel Magazine

¥i1grtln

ljJapctf$.

WELLSPRINGS.
" The times that went over him. "-1 CHRONICLES XXIX. 30.
OF David's life and chequered path, of his call from the sheepcote,
from following the sheep, to be ruler over God's people, over Israel,
we cannot now enlarge here. Our subject is more immediately upon
the times of the people of God. He who is the Author and Giver
of life, also marks out all the times that are to go over His children,
the varied circumstances into which they shall be brought and the
vicissitudes and changes through which they are to pass. "Till seven
times pass over him," was God's decree for the heathen monarch
Nebuchadnezzar. "Seven" represents the perfect number, and
the way and will of Omnipotence was" till thou know that the Most
High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whol1lsoever
He will." We know how Nebuchadnezzar was brought to this
humbling place, but in the end to " praise and extol and honour the
King of heaven, all Whose works are truth, and His ways judgment,
and those that walk in pride, He is able to abase."
And it may be, dear reader, that you are in some lonely place of
waiting, cast upon the absolute sovereignty of your God, waiting in
silence, waiting till hope is well nigh at expiring point in your fears
and feelings, and the Lord tarries. He has not come, and the deferred
hope maketh your heart sick with forebodings, and you cry out with the
psalmist, "Hath God forgotten 1" We know how the Lord's dear
servant, the prophet Daniel, had to wait. ,. The thing was true, but
the time appointed was long," and he sat apart mourning and weeping
and refraining from his ordinary food" three full weeks." But may
your heart be encouraged to wait on and wait for the Lord's appearing.
He will surely come in His own appointed time. "For the vision is
yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie;
though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not
tarry." One loves to encourage one's heart in dear F. R. H.'s words"God doth not bid thee wait,
To disappoint at last."
To what a deep exercise of faith did the Lord call His dear servant
J03eph. He who was sent before the children of Israel to be their
preserver and deliverer" was sold for a servant, whose feet they hurt
with fetters; he was laid in iron; until the time that his word came;
the word of the Lord tried him." Ah! that little word until! What
trial of faith is involved in it; what sharp exercise of soul; what
fears, and groans, and sighs! And yet until God's time is come nothing
can alter it, and well for us meanwhile to cease our frettings and
murmurings. We find it " hard to kick against the pricks," and we
need much grace to humbly receive at our Lord's hand what He sees
fit to appoint us. That passage in Noah's history has often quieted
and comforted my restless, anxious spirit where the Lord's dear
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servant, looking upon the flood from his diviuely appointed ark,
"stayed yet other seven days," and "stayed yet" again "other
seven days" until the day when his deliverance should be vouchsafed.
Then "it came to pass in the six hundred and first year, in the
first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried up from
off the earth." Notice the accuracy, the exactness, the perfect keeping
of God's time, dear reader.
As dear James Wright once remarked on the Clifton Conference
platform: "Our God's clock keeps perfect time," and he emphasized
it by the examples of Elizabeth's "full time," of the aged Simon
waiting in the temple for God's salvation in the person of the blessed
Babe of Bethlehem, and of the elderly Anna "coming in at that
instant." "God is not slack concerning His promise as some men
count slackness." Tliere are times when, speaking after the manner of
men, God appears to be in haste to deliver and relieve His poor downtrodden children. He can cause His angel to fly very swiftly when
He commissions a deliverance. We hear much in our day of so-called
enlightenment and scientific strides, of the old times as too antiquated
to follow. They are out of date. We have enforced upon us a change
of summer time and winter time. But our God's clock moves on
unchanged by man. He keeps perfect time. His Covenant for His
redeemed is fulfilled in Jesus and, therefore, ordered in all things and
sure. He is never before His time and He is never a moment behind
His time. If He sees fit to give His child a summer time in his experience, it is just as long as He chooses and decides as good for him.
If He sees fit to send the winter time of adversity and aflliction, of
sorrow and bereavement, the time is all in His keeping.
The psalmist could exult, " My times are in Thy hand," and one of
Zion's songsters has rejoiced in the same sweet straiu,
" lily times are in Thy Hand,
lily God I wiRh them there."
John Ryland also could experimentally sing in sweet submission and
humble subjection under the hand that was then heavy upon him,
H

Times of sickness, times of health,

Times of penury and wealtb,
All must come and last and end,
As shall please my Heavenly Friend."
Many years ago when the beloved" G. C." and his family were
sojourning at the seaside, and occupying the drawing-room floor, judge
of the sweet surprise when my precious mother heard one evening the
voice of an elderly gentlewoman say from the floor above, " What
time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee." On inquiry as to who else
was in the house, my mother learned that occupying the rooms above
us was an elderly Irish lady and her daughter, and the text was quoted
to the daughter, who was regretting having to leave her aged mother
for duty out of doors. There are times of fear and there are many
who can lay claim to Bunyan's character of Much-afraid. But,
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beloved, we really have no cause for fear. Jesus is assuring our fearful,
timid, and unbelieving hearts all the time, "It is I, be not afraid,"
and He has appointed the throne of grace as our refuge and whence
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help us in time of need.
And that we do obtain the promised mercy, the sufficient grace and
the needful strength until the deliverance, the psalmist could set to
his seal, "I sought the Lord, and He heard me and delivered me from
all my fears."
There£ore says David, "Blessed be the Lord from this time forth
for evermore."
Exiles, strangers, sojourners, captives, pilgrims, now are God's
children in this wilderness world. But let us be of good cheer. When
He shall appear, all our captivity will be turned, our mourning
exchanged for joy, and our longing, panting souls be fully satisfied.
" The time came when the saints possessed the kingdom," and in your
time, beloved, you will possess the inheritance laid up for you and
for which you are being preserved. Fully then will the promise be
realized, "And at evening-time it shall be light." All the times that
have passed over you have been making for this. All the times (and
it may be seven times of prolonged trial), the time that seemed so long
as the cloud tarried, yes, all the times in their varied circumstances
with which your God intended to try you, and which made up your
life, are brought to God's end, and then one dawning of eternity.
" There should be time no longer." All is lost and swallowed up in
that "blissful day when sin shall cease and death shall die." To
some who pilgrimed with us but recently the times have gone over
them, they proved the God of their life, true and faithful, and now are
abundantly satisfied. During the year 1922 now fast closing we
commenced in the first month with a family loss, when a beloved
cousin died after only two days' illness at Southborough. She was the
daughter of that saintly brother of dear" G. C.," Mr. Waiter Cowell,
of Bishop Stortford, and she was doubtless influenced for good from
her earliest days. Certainly in her later years it was sweet to witness
the hallowed mellowing of her life and converse. Bristol sustained
a great loss in the same month when suddenly in his sleep Mr. David
Dundas Chrystal passed into the presence of his Lord. For thirty
years he had been in loving fellowship with the brethren at Ashley
Down, and it was said" none could place a fiuger upon a weak spot in
his Christian career." He carried to his grave an untarnished name,
except as he would have been the first to say he was " chief of sinners."
He was at his place of worship as usual at the week-night service, and
next morning, early, " he was not, for God took him." On his desk
where he had worked until retiring to rest, lay a text in his own handwriting, "Thine eyes shall see the King in his beauty." On the
23rd of January Mrs. Spong, of Lowestoft, was suddenly gathered.
We gave some few and interesting particulars of this dear aged saint
in the April number; as also in the February number a gracious
testimony to the life walk and death of Mr. F. Castle, of Lee-on-Solent.
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He and Mrs. Spong were devoted readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
In the second month of the year, one of the writer's oldest friends,
Miss Anna Mary Grimsdale, passed away after a very brief illness of
pneumonia, having truly spent her life in doing good to others. She
was a humble follower of the Lord Jesus and ever evinced great love
to the brethren in Him. She was soon followed by her cousin, Mr.
Arthur Robins Grimsdale, of Eastbourne, late of Gerrards Cross, at
one time one of the esteemed trustees of this Magazine. From his
earliest years Mr. Grimsdale gave evidence of Divine calling, and when
but a youth he would go up to town or greater distances to hear men
who preached distinctive truth. This was ever a joy to his godly
mother. The late Dr. Hewlett and James Battersby were especial
favourites of his in those young days, and having been thus from
his youth grounded and settled and established in the doctrines of
grace, he by constraining love never swerved from them. The last five
years he was called to follow his Lord in much affliction, and though
partial recovery from a very heavy stroke was granted him, his speech
never returned. He was, however, preserved marvellously from any
impatient or rebellious manner and was a great example to his nurses
as to how the Lord can and does sustain beneath the heaviest load of
afHiction. He loved the Lord's people and was latterly greatly
attached to the Rev. A. E. Glover, whose ministry he attended when
the doctor advised his removal to Eastbourne. Next to the Word of
God, the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was his delight. On Easter Day the call
came and the weary one was where he would be. His widow, in
writing me, remarked truly, "We can only and truly rejoice to know
he is with the Lord he loved and free from all his trial. His life the
last few years was so terribly sad, and he often used to point upwards
when I read to him at bedtime, with tears in his eyes. I knew he was
telling me how he longed to go. No one can tell what he must silentlY
have endured."
But now the Lord's prisoner has been freed; the silent tongue
unloosed and dear Mr. Grimsdale is swelling the chorus, " Worthy the
Lamb," around the throne.
The Church of Christ lost another valiant and faithful witness when
on April 20 the aged servant of the Lord, the Rev. Isaac Hawker,
entered into his eternal rest, at the advanced age of 87 years, and having
been sixty-two and a half years in the ministry. An interesting
reference to his long and useful career was made in the June number
of this Magazine, whilst the writer must add her testimony to the
faithful and consistent walk of this dear servant of Christ. Bright
and cheery, with never a murmur under his severe afHictions, with
always an apt word of Scripture, Mr. Hawker lived his religion.
Very tenderly, very gently did the Lord gather to Himself dear
Mrs. Moss on May 10 at 1.20 a.m. She was a faithful witness to the
doctrines of grace; a warm supporter of truth and a succourer of
many. The Lord spared her to a good old age, and one is thankful to
recall the many fragrant conversations with His dear servant which,
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even when her physical strength was diminishing, testified to the
Divine power which keeps alive His own work in the soul. The
esteemed and gifted pastor of Devizes, Mr. J. P. Wiles, was called to
pass through the great sorrow of losing his beloved wife during this
month after long suffering, patiently borne. And there are others
many whose names will doubtless occur to our readers, who have been
already supplied with touching allusions to the departed saints through
the pages of this Magazine. There was the ripe and ready Mrs. Hann
of Plymouth, Mrs. Emma Goodman of Manitoba, late of Portsmouth,
Miss Frances S. Parke of Seaforth near Liverpool, Miss Mary Anne
Mayers of Chelmsford, Mrs. A. M. Piggot late of Swindon, Miss C. M. A.
Wilkinson of Dublin, Mr. Crump of Harborne, the honoured servant of
Christ, Canon Brewer, who spent thirty-two years of his ministerial
life at Old Hill, Staffs, where he was a faithful exponent of Prptestant
Evangelical truth. These have all passed on before us and now swell
the ranks of the Church triumphant.
And now if we may speak of a personal friend, although probably
little known to the readers of this Magazine, very swiftly and unexpectedly did the Lord take from our dear friend, Mrs. Dalton, the
husband of her long and happy married life. He was a quiet, unobtrusive man, one who spoke but few words, yet addicted himself to the
ministry and ever zealous to promote good works and uphold worthy
causes. His vicar remarked on the day of the funeral (June 21st)
he was" steadfast and unmoveable." He threw in his lot with the
faithful Evangelicals and never changed. He was a liberal supporter
of his church (St. Matthews, Kingsdown), and the Evangelical societies
connected with it, and, with his dear godly wife, took joyfully the
spoiling of his goods. They lived to do good and to distribute of
their bounty. Excellent meetings were held, representative of the
leading Evangelical societies, in their spacious rooms at the Park
House, or in their lovely grounds, and many a good cause and needy
invalid have been helped with fruit and Howers and gifts. As we
sang at the funeral service, " Rock of Ages," and" Jesu, Lover of my
Soul," one could not but feel those words of hope and trust spoke
Mr. Dalton's creed, and that the truth of God in the precious Word and
in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, both of which his devoted wife read to
him every Sabbath evening when it became advisable for him to
remain at home, were valued by him.
In July there passed away at Peldon, Mrs. Christmas, who, amid all
her suffering, was sustained marvellously by the grace of cheerfulness.
In August the Lord gathered another of His aged weary servants,
one who in her unusually long life was a faithful witness to the doctrines
of grace. I refer to :Mrs. Bourne, of Croydon, who passed to her
eternal rest at the advanced age of 95. Mr. Wiles officiated at the
funeral at which a great number assembled. "The times that went
over" all these saints of God were God's times, and they were in His
keeping and appointing. Like David they had all felt and confessed,
" We are strangers before Thee, and sojourners, as were all our fathers ;
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our days on the earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding."
Their hearts would one and all sing in joyful exultation and hope,
"Thou art the same, and Thy years shall not fail." Each and all of
these saints would have acknowledged that no one thing had failed
of all that the Lord had promised. All came to pass. A beloved
correspondent sends us, at the moment of writing, her loving greetings
and a leaflet entitled, "Just Begun." "All is over," said a lady
sadly, referring to the "falling asleep" of a Christian friend. "Let
us rather say' Just begun' was the reverent response." And for all
these saints of God whose names we have endeavoured to interweave
in our article, all the times that have passed over them are left behind,
and they have " just begun" to enter into the joy of their Lord, in
Whose presence they will spend a blissful eternity. May you and I,
dear reader, " hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto us
at the revelation of Jesns Christ."
We had closed our article for posting when tidings reached us of yet
another who has been removed from the Church militant to the Church
triumphant, and dear Miss Mercy, Mannering, of Barnet and Hastings,
is no longer a fellow-pilgrim with us in these lowlands. Devotedly
attached to the ministry of the late beloved Rev. James Ormiston at
Holloway and Bristol, she was one of the staunchest of friends,
tender, meek, and loving. St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol, was" home" to
her as she paid her annual visit, with scarce a break, for the past
thirty-three years. What I found her to be when introduced to her
by the late beloved Rector, now twenty-seven years ago, I found her
to the end, except as love increased and grew with years. Her sweet
winsome manner made her beloved of all. She took very humble
views of herself and was much given to self-reproaches. But she was
strong in the Lord, clear and jealous for the doctrines of grace, and a
great lover of all who loved her Lord. She highly esteemed Mr.
J. E. Hazelton and Mr. Brooke. As the Rev. A. J. Day most truly
writes of her, and to whom she was warmly attached, "She was a
quiet diffident child of God, and we all loved her."
She has been tenderly if unexpectedly gathered after a few days'
sickness, and now we think of her, all her doubts and fears over,
beholding Him face to face in Whom she believed. Now she is abundantly satisfied. The immortal Toplady wrote truly, "How sweet to
think, that when God's people die, it really does not deserve the
name of dying. It is only a going out, a going out to see a Friend, a
quitting our own home for a better home elsewhere, and far better
company above. The body is our house; the soul is the tenant.
God is the proprietor of both. He built the house and He fixes the
tenant in the house for the appointed time; and when He sends the
word of command, the tenant quits the premises." And thus whilst
we miss and mourn our beloved fellow-sojourners, whose absence makes
this earth more cold, more vast, more lonely to us, yet for them we
cannot but rejoice and would seek more and more the grace of looking
up, knowing that our redemption also" draweth nigh."
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.=,mnonf.l anlI N otef.l of Sermonf.l.
POOR AND NEEDY.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" But I am poor and needy: yet the Lord thinketh upon me."
PSALM xl. 17.
THIS psalm, dear friends, is in Hebrews x. applied to the Lord Jesus
in His Person. "Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book
it is written of Me) to do Thy will, 0 God" (v. 7). and the words of the
last verse of our psalm are doubtless those of the same Speaker. The
language is that of Jesus as Son of man.; He rather than anY0,!e else
was in the day of His humiliation able to speak thus. "My lot has
not come by chance, it is all ordered wisely." None were ever poor
as He was. "Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that,
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye
through His poverty might be rich" (2 Cor. viii. 9). There was a
merit in the poverty of Jesus because it was purely voluntary. None
was ever so rich as Jesus before Re stooped to poverty. He was
the Creator of all, yet He laid all His possessions aside and became
the poorest of the poor. "The foxes have holes, and the birds of the
air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay His head."
And all that He, the Blessed One, possessed at the very last-the
raiment He wore-they stripped Him of it and divided it, all but the
vest, and upon that they cast lots. It was in the faith of the knowledge, " Yet the Lord thinketh upon Me," that He gave up the ghost,
committing Himself to His Father. He died in the outer darkness,
clothed in our sins. Oh, depth of poverty-none was ever like His,
never sorrow like His sorrow. Many of His children are sons and
daughters of sorrow, yet none of onrs is comparable to His. He died
of a broken heart, "Reproach has broken My heart," the reproach of
justice. It demanded at Ris hand full and perfect satisfaction and
He rendered it, and that is the Gospel which so few believe. The Lord
has yet a people here in whom He takes singular delight, (lllQ as He
hnng on the cross He saw of the travail of His soul and was satisfied.
He adopted the sins of each one of His people. On the cross, listen to
the cry of that broken heart, "My sins have taken such hold upon
Me that I am not able to look up, My sins are more in number
than the hairs of My head, therefore My heart faileth Me." Oh, dear
fellow-believers, Jesus died of a broken heart under the strokes of
offended justice, and He spent His last breath in the proclamation,
" It is finished."
And in the application of these words of our text to ourselves, all
sinners are poor and needy bnt only some know it. All are miserable
sinners but all do not know themselves as such. When the Holy
Spirit convicts a sinner of his sins he may know that God is thinking
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of him. God's thoughts are very ancient thoughts-ours are very
modern. Those who are poor and needy and know it, also confess it.
They bring it to the foot of the throne of God's abundant grace-poor
sinners and nothing at all-and then they see God's prevenient thought
of them, they find themselves welcome. We find the Saviour on the
mercy-seat setting sinners at ease by His Royal pardon bestowed on
them. We hear His gracious words, " Be of good cheer, thy sins are
forgiven thee. This is no time for tears but for rejoicing, thy sins
which are many are forgiven-I have justified thee by My blood and
righteousness, and thou canst not forfeit it." When God forgives it
is impossible that that can he reversed. His forgiveness is effectual
and perpetual. Coming by faith to Jesus, such sinners, poor and
needy, come to receive a free, Royal, eternal forgiveness at His loving,
merciful hands.
" The Lord thinketh upon me " most poor and needy, with thoughts
of peace and loving compassion. We have various instances of thl,; allcomforting truth in the Word. There was the penitent publican.
The Pharisee thanked God he was so vastly different from him, hut
Jesus was looking on the heart of the pubiican on whose lips was
just one petition, " God be merciful to me the sinner-it is mercy I
crave," and this man went down to his house justified, and that means
cleared of all charges and accusations. They might be brought against
him, but they· would not stand. God would take no notice of them. He
never does of Satanic accusations against His people. If God justifies,
who can condemn 1 What wonderful thoughts were those of God
toward this needy publican. Then the poor beggar Lazarus, waiting
to be fed with the few crumbs which fell from the rich man's table-the
Lord was thinking ahout Lazarus in that low condition. I am sure the
Lord was thinking great things concerning this poor man who was
most precious in the sight of his Saviour. He died before the rich
man and the angels carried his spirit on high. If the Lord were to
demand your soul to-night I ask each of my beloved hearers individually, Have you hope-a living hope-of a like angelic convoy 1 The
rich man also died, but there were no angels for him. He was found
in torments according to his own confession. The wages of sin is
everlasting damnation, no deliverance from the wrath to come. Sin
is infinite and demands infinite punishment, and that may be either
in degree or in duration. In degree for man it would be annihilation,
and so it is in duration-for ever and el'er. The rich man asked for
a drop of water and was answered, " Remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things:
but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented." The ways of God
are equal, dear friends-everlasting life or everlasting punishment.
Jesus was God as well as Man, and so an infinite merit being attached
to His sufferings He was able to endure the wrath of God without
annihilation. He was Who He was, and therefore an infinite merit
attached to all that He underwent.
Then there was the blind young man whose eyes Jesus opened so
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marvellously. He made clay and stopped his eyes and then told him
where to go and wash, in the pool that was called" Sent." He went,
he believed, he trusted, though he could not explain; but faith does
not tarry, it mounts superior to all that reason would urge. Real and
gracious faith acts blindly, in the dark, and it was in that faith that
the man went, and he came seeing. The fact that Jesus had wrought
the miracle annoyed the Pharisees, as you remember, and they severely
cross-examined him that aforetime was blind, but they could not shake
him. They called his parents then, and they were afraid of persecution
and would not commit themselves, but the young man openly avowed
his belief-" With the heart man believeth unto righteousness "that first, and then, "with the mouth confession is made unto salvation," so they cast him out of their church. Now Jesus had thought
about the matter, He was thinking about this poor youth, cast out
by the proud Pharisees. He heard of his persecution for the truth's
sake, "and when He had found him "-1 pause for one moment to
ask, Does your confession cost you something 1 Jesus is thinking
of you and will visit you with some special token of lovingkindness" When He had found him, He said unto him, Dost thou believe on
the Son of God 1" and he answered in simplicity, " Who is He, Lord,
that 1 might believe on Him 1" Then Jesus told him what He had
never said to the priests, Pharisees, or Scribes, " Thou hast both seen
Him, and it is He that talketh with thee." See how He finds out the
poor and needy one and reveals Himself to him, reveals to him the
deeper things. "Lord, 1 believe," adoringly he cries, "and he
worshipped Him." Such worshippers the Lord seeks, and He always'
finds-true worshippers.
Then lastly, the penitent robber. They crucified Jesus with an
evil-doer on either side of Him, Jesus in the midst, men of violence on
His right hand and on His left. Crucifixion was a very slow death,
so a conversation took place. Both these evildoers appear to have
been blasphemers, they both mocked the Lord Jesus up to a point,
when suddenly a mighty change was wrought, one continued to
blaspheme, but the other tried now to hush his blasphemy, he confessed the holiness and perfect innocence of the crucified Jesus, and
then his heart turned to Jesus and went out to Him in prayer-brief
but how real-" Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy
kingdom." Beautiful prayer-where did he get it 1 Jesus had been
thinking of him and had put that prayer into his heart. The Lord
had long remembered him and had thought wonderful thoughts of
him from eternity, and He answered him, "To-day shalt thou be
with Me "-enough "with Me "-enough "with Jesus," the highest
desire of my soul, with Him anywhere, but how much more "in
Paradise." "Verily 1 say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with Me
in Paradise." This was the promise and it could not be broken. So
we who are poor and needy spiritually, and feel it, and confess it,
have the knowledge that the Lord is thinking of us, or we should not
feel thus. If we have a contrite heart and sorrow for sin and implicit
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confidence in the precious blood and perfect righteousness of Christ,
we have the perfect confidence that He is thinking of us, that He is
putting these thoughts in our heart and therefore all must be well.
May the Lord bless His Word to us. Amen.
SALVATION BY GRACE.
A

SERMON PREACHED IN ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, LLOYDMlNSTER,
SASKATCHEWAN, CANADA, BY THE REV. R. J. NOYES, B.D., ON
SUNDAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 2<1TH, 1922.

" For by grace a're ye saved thrMlgh faith; and that not of yourselves;
it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast."EpH. ii. 8, 9.
THIS is one of those texts of Holy Scripture which contain much deep
truth in a compact form-in few words. The texts I allude to are like
bright jewels set in a ring of pure gold; or like stars of the first magnitude set in the starry heavens. Such an one is Rom. vi. 23, "The
wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus
Christ our Lord"; and 1 Tim. i. 15, " This is a faithful saying, and
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners." Such also is my text: "By grace are ye saved through
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God."
(1) We learn from it, first of all, that we may know, even now, that
we are saved. Not, of course, in the sense of final salvation-that will
not be until our Lord comes again; but saved in the purpose of God;
saved through the perfect and finished redemption of Christ; and
this realized in personal experience, when the full Gospel is believed.
For, observe, the words" are ye saved" do not mean" ye may be
saved," "ye can be saved," or " ye will be saved," but, "By grace
have ye been saved," as the R.V. reads. In perfect accord with this,
the apostle subsequently wrote to Timothy (chap. i. 9), "Who hath
saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works,
but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in
Christ Jesus before the world began." Bear in mind, brethren, to
whom the words of my text were written. We see from chap. i. 1,
that they were written " to the saints, and to the faithful in Christ
Jesus." The following verses unfold the wonderful riches of God's
grace towards them in Christ Jesus. The apostle tells next how
God, by the might of His power, had wrought in them for their salvation, and in the near context (chap. ii. <1) he writes, " But God, Who
is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when
we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ (by grace
ye are saved); and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus; that in the ages to come He might
show the exceeding riches of His grace, in His kindness towards us
through Christ Jesus, for by grace have ye been saved through faith."
Let no one say, then, that it is presumption to believe and to confess
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that we are saved. It would indeed be presumption to say we were
saved, were we depending upon our own goodness, trusting in our
own righteousness, or looking to any other Saviour than the Lord
Jesus Christ. But if, as conscious burdened sinners, we have gone
to Him as the only Saviour, and are trusting only in His merits, it is
no presumption. It is no presumption to believe God, Who says:
" By grace have ye been saved"; or to believe the word of Christ,
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that heareth My word, and believeth
on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life" (John v .. 24).
(2) The text teaches us that salvation is by grace. "Grace," as
the verse immediately before my text seems to imply, is God's" kindness towards us through Christ Jesus." Grace is that which is entirely
undeserved. Titus iii. 3: "We ourselves also were aforetime foolish,
disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in
malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. But after that
the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not
by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His
mercy, He saved us." Salvation by grace is opposed to salvation by
works. "By grace have ye been saved . . . not of works, in order
that no man should glory."
Paul makes this distinction in Rom. xi. 5, 6: "Even so, then, at
this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of
grace. And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise g,'ace
. no more grace. "
IS
Salvation is of the Lord-by the grace of God Three-in-One.
It is by the grace oj God the Father, Who purposed the salvation· of
His people; Who chose them in Christ, and gave them to Christ to
redeem and save. "God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life."
It is by the grace of Jews Christ, the Son of God, Who loved us, and
" gave Himself for our sins," purchasing the Church with His own
blood, dying to save us when we were" enemies," "sinners," "ungodly" (Rom. v.).
And, it is by the grace of the Holy Spirit, Who effectually calls us by
His invincible grace, and almighty power, showing us the sinfulness of
our hearts, and our need of an Almighty Saviour; and then revealing
that Saviour to us, and working in us that faith which realizes peace
with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. "Behold, God is my
salvation."
H

A monnmen t of grace,

A sinner saved by blood,
The streams of love I trace
Up to the fountain-God;
And in His sacred bosom see

Eternal thoughts of love to me."
Observe, dear friends, how salvation by grace cuts off all ground for
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human glorying, and gives all the glory to God alone, to Whom it is
due. By this wonderful salvation sinners of mankind, ruined in the
fall, become reconciled to God, and absolutely dependent upon Him,
as becometh the creatures of His Hand, called to serve, and bring
glory to His Name. " Ye are not your own, for ye are bought with a
price, therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which
are God's" (1 Cor. vi. 19, 20).
Note the words which follow the text: "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them."
(3) We learn from the text that the knowledge of personal salvation
is "through faith." "By grace have ye been saved, through faith."
What is "faith"? It is confidence in God; confidence in the Lord
J eaus Christ; trust in God-in-Christ, founded upon a firm belief in
what God hath spoken. "With the heart man believeth unto
righteousness. "
There is a faith which cannot save--a bare head knowledge; a belief
without love or t.rust. "The devils believe and tremble." Such a
faith is "barren," fruitless, "dead." "As the body without the
spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also."
But the faith which saves is the work of the Holy Spirit. He shows
sinners their heart sinfulness, and need of a Saviour. He reveals
that Saviour in the Gospel of grace, and applies the Word with such
power to their hearts, that they rest their whole eternity on the doing
and the dying of the Lord Jesus Christ, " Who was delivered on account
of our offences, and was raised again because of our justification."
And so faith is declared to be "the gift of God." "By grace have
ye been saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift
of God."*
This faith is a fruitful, living faith; it" worketh by love"; it
" hath works"; it saves.

* I take the words in the text, " and that;' to mean" and that faith." This is
the ancient interpretation, but some modern commentators have taken" and
that U to refer to .. yow' salvation." But this would seem to be redundant; and
in any case, it does not alter the doctrine.
Bishop O'Brien, in his .. Sermons on Faith" (1863), in a note on Eph. ii. 8 (too
long to transcribe here) contends for the ancient interpretation, and reads the
text with So parenthesis, thus: "By grace are ye saved through faith (and that
not of yourselves: it is the gilt of God), not of works that no one should boast."
He goes on to say: "In the former part of the verse, the Ephesians were told
that they were saved by grace, through faith (i.e., that this was the way in which
sinners were saved under the Gospel). But no addition seems to be made to
this information, nor any new strength or emphasis given to the statement, if it
be said that their salvatio-n was not of themselves. Something additional, however,
and important too, is told them when they are informed that this faith by which
they are saved is not of themselves-not an acquisition of their own, nor the spontaneous growth of their own minds-that it is the gift of God. If salvation be I>y
grate, it cannot be of ourselves; but though it he by grace, yet the instrument
employed-faith-might be an acquisition of our own, and the grace of the act
might consist entirely in counting faith fOT righteou8ne8s. We receive therefore
Borne additional information in being told that this is not the case-that this
faith is not of curselvu-that it is the gift of God."
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In conclusion, let me ask, dear hearers, how does this text of Holy
Scripture find you to-night! Are you saved! When the Apostle
Paul was reviewing his ministry, he said: "We are unto God a sweet
savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish"
[R.V., " in them that are being saved, and in them that are perishing"].
But the perishing may be saved. To this end is the Gospel preached.
It is God's instrument for taking out of the nations " a people for
His Name." Listen to its free invitation: "Ho, everyone that
thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come
ye, buy and eat; yea, come buy wine and milk without money, and
without price" (Is. Iv. 1). Such is the free-grace invitation of the
GospeL Strange that the invitation should so often be unheeded and
despised! Why is this! It is because man by nature is too proud
to be saved in God's way-too proud to be saved as a hell-deserving
sinner, by the free and sovereign grace of God in Christ. We all,
naturally, cling to some fancied goodness of our own. We want to be
something, or to do something, in order to be saved; we want to havc
a hand in our salvation; we want, in short, to merit it, rather than to
receive it of grace.
But when the Spirit of God has shown one the exceeding sinfulness
of sin, and the vanity of endeavouring to merit his salvation, so that
he cries out, "What must I do to be saved!" "God be merciful
to me a sinner"; then the invitations of the Gospel meet his case.
Now, he is willing to be saved by free grace, and God's Word assures
him, "Whosoever will, let him take of the water of life freely."
Are you saved, dear friends! If you and I are by God's grace
resting, as sinners, upon the all-sufficient merits of the Lord Jesus;
if we are looking to His blood, once shed, to cleanse us from our sin,
and to His righteousness to cover us; if, in short, Christ Jesus is all
our hope, and all our salvation, then we are saved indeed. "By
grace have we been saved through faith (and that not of ourselves, it is
the gift of God), not of works." Hear the testimony of the beloved
Apostle John (1 John v. 11-13, R.V.), "The witness is this "-i.e., as
the preceding verse informs us, "the witness that God hath borne
concerning His Son "-" The witness is this, that God gave unto us
eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He that hath the Son hath
the life; he that hath not the Son of God hath not the life. These
things have I written unto you, that ye may know that ye have eternal
life, even unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God." Amen.
May God of His grace add His rich blessing.
"ALBEIT that grace is perfectly free to men, in pardoning and
saving of them; yet justice must be satisfied, and Christ was abated
nothing."-Elisha Goles.
" BE of good comfort, Master Ridley, and play the man; we shall
this day, by God's grace, light such a candle in England as I trust
shall never be put out."-Latimer at the stake.
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"HEAVENLY PLACES."
Tms term, used four times in this wonderfully sweet Epistle to the
Ephesians and which occurs only in this Epistle, should be rendered
"the heavenlies," which more exactly expresses the meaning. For
the word refers to the blessed heights to which believers are raised
when apart from the world. Separated from the aims and pleasures
and thoughts and habits of the world, they live together with Christ
and in Christ, walking" not after the flesh but after the spirit."
It is such a deeply profound subject that I fear to enter upon it in
this short paper, but it is laid upon my heart and I would fain briefly
tell dear readers some things which the Lord has Himself taught me
concerning these blessed truths. May the Holy Spirit in His neverfailing loving-kindness direct my words and heart and mind into all
truth for His glory and the comfort of the dear children of God. For
it is only that which He Himself imparts that is fruitful, only that
which He speaks that is heard by the spiritual ear to edification. I
love those lines by Frances Ridley Havergal :Lord, speak to me, that I may speak
In living echoes of Thy tone."
Yes, that is it, living echoes, for echoes are but the reverberation of the
living voice. "0 lead me, Lord, that I may lead," "0 feed me, Lord,
that I may feed," " 0 strengthen me," " 0 teach me, Lord, that I may
teach. "
B

"0 give Thine own sweet rest to me,

That I may speak with soothing power
A word in season as from Thee
To weary ones in needful hour."

And then the ardent verse which appeals most powerfully to writers
as well as to teachers' and preachers and speakers : "0 fill me with Thy fulness, Lord,
Until my very heart o'erflow
In kindling thonght and glowing word,
Thy love to tell, Thy praise to show."
May He grant it for His Name's sake.
Our citizenship is in heaven-IS in heaven already, dear reader, and
by all these tokens of the heavenlies the line of demarcation between
being in Christ and being in the world is maintained and amplified.
Those of us who know Him perceive how constantly the being in
Christ is descriptive of the believer. The safe position of the child of
God and all his privileges are all-all in Christ. You will see this in
these references to the heavenlies. Moreover, you will find that the
expressions concerning the heavenlies relate not exclusively to the
future, but to the present.
In Ephesians i. 3 we read, " Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, Who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in
the heavenlies in Christ." He hath blessed us in the past and He is
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continually even now leading us step by step upward from grace to
glory. Let us look at some of these evidences of blessing already
wrought. See verses 4-7: "He hath chosen us in Him before the
foundation of the world." He hath "predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself." "He hath made
us accepted in the Beloved." "In Whom we have redemption
through His Blood." Still more, "The forgiveness of sins." He
heaps up still more and more. "Wherein He hath abounded toward
us." What is that "wherein "-the wherein of His abundance 1
'rhe forgiveness of sins. Is it not stupendous 1 Is it not love passing
love? Is it not the heart overflowing with the exceeding fulness of
love?
Do note the" accordings " in these verses. The word " according"
points to previous agreement or plan, to carry out a purpose. Thus
we read, " All spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in Christ according
as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world."
Dear believing reader, He hath chosen thee so long ago, so long ago.
It is not the impulse of the present, nor, as so many teach, thine own
" acceptance" of Him. No, He has accepted thee. Thou art accepted
in the Beloved by Him. Thou art the distinguished choice of J ehovah
before this world of six thousand years old was founded. Just think
of it, These" spiritual blessings in the heavenlies" are the carrying
out of Divine purposes. "According as He hath chosen us in Him
before the foundation of the world." For what purpose? "That we
should be holy and without blame before Him in love." .We are in
Him, in Christ the Huly and Blameless, and He looks for holiness and
blamelessness in the chosen believer whose indwelling in Christ separates
him from an unholy world. He looks upon the believer in Christ and
Christ in the believer. How carefully we sbould walk as the holy and
cbosen of God. It is in the purpose of God that we should thus walk
in Him, in the sight not only of Him, but also before a cold, criticizing,
unbelieving, unholy world.
Then there is another "according" in verse 5: "Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself."
Why? "According to the good pleasure of His will." His will,
mark, not my will or thy will, but His will. Oh, how strong the
foundation, how strong the link, how strong the purpose, how sweet
the assurance, " According to the good pleasure of His will to the praise
of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the
Beloved," the beloved Son in Whom He is always well pleased.
Then in the next verse, " In Whom," that is in Christ, " we have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the
riches of His grace: wherein He hath abounded toward us in all wisdom
and prudence." The riches of His grace-verily those riches are past
counting, they are boundless, they are inexpressible, they are like
Himself, " wherein He hath abounded," and this is His description of
His forgiveness. Dear penitent believing sinner, be of good courage;
thy sins be forgiven, forgiven according to the riches of His abounding
grace.
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Now I must call your attention to the next verse. "Having made
known unto us the mystery of His will according to His good pleruure
which He hath purposed in Himself; . that in the dispensation of the
fulness of times He might gather together in one all things in Christ,"
and all these precious assurances are according to His good pleasure.
What a glorious gathering together, all things in Christ, " both which
are in heaven, and which are on earth in Him." We might dilate
upon this transcendently sweet theme more and more. It is allabsorbing. Meditate upon it, dear child of God; count up thy store
in thy Covenant blessings in the heavenlies, and thy heart will be full
of joy.
Let us look for even yet more in the heavenlies (Eph. ii. 4). "But
God, Who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us
even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with
Christ (by grace. ye are saved), and hath raised us up together and
made us sit together in the beavenlies in Christ Jesus." Sitting
together in the heavenlies. The word sitting denotes rest and satisfaction. Dead - quickened - raised - sitting: note the ascent.
Quickened with Christ, raised witb Christ, sitting with Christ. Together
with Him, He rests in His love and we rest with Him.
Then notice the fourth" heavenly" (Eph. iii. 9). "To make all
men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God Who created all things by
J eaus Christ. To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers
in the heavenlies might be known by the Church the manifold wisdom.
of God according to the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ
Jesus our Lord." So we see the object of His bringing us to see this
glorious fellowship together with Christ and the standing in Christ.
It is to make known. Hence our responsibility before Him.
There is another passage in this Epistle (Eph. vi. 12), "Spiritual
wickedness in high places." "High places" is literally" heavenlies."
Does it not speak to us, this wrestling against spiritual wickedness in
high places, that even on the mount our spiritual foes confront us 1
These" high places" are in the domain of the Satanic sphere. While
we are in this world Satan will harass and perplex us, and even in our
sweetest moments of spiritual blessing he will ofttimes intrude with
his evil suggestions and insinuating whispers. But only for a time.
We shall be beyond him for ever when this body of humiliation is left
behind, when we sit together with Christ in the heavenlies in glory.
Dear readers, we have almost reached the end of the year of grace
1922. Some who started with us in January have been called higher.
Let us look back with thankful hearts for the many countless,
spiritual and temporal blessings all bestowed in Christ Jesus so freely.
And let us not only look back, but look forward in hope; for Christ
is coming. Then we and the loved ones who have reached Home
shall sit together in the heavenlies with Christ iu glory for ever.
NETTlE.
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A LETTER FROM CHINA.
By REV. F. HOUGHTON, B.A.

MANY of our readers are interested i11 our son who left England for
China on Nov. 11th, 1920. Besides his regular weekly letters to us
he occasionally writes a circular letter to be sent round to various
friends. One such circular letter is dated Sept. 8th, 1922, and is sent
from the China Inland Mission, Suitingfu, via Wanhsien, Szechwan,
China. We feel sure that our readers will be glad to read it. In a
postscript he earnestly asks that the work in that distant land may
be remembered in prayer.
The following is the text of his letter ;" This letter must be a short chronicle of our time on the hill-from
July 17th to September 7th. We have come down rather later than
usual, because there is an extra month in the Chinese year, and therefore school reopens later than usual. The Chinese months are all
luna?' months, and therefore where we have one extra day to make
up once in every four years, they need an occasional month in order
to keep right with the sun. I hope you have all received the letter
written soon after my arrival, at the end of July. The fighting which
was then in progress has ended for the time being. The changes in
Peking have not had the slightest effect on the government of this
province, which is still in the hands of the military leaders, and has
little connection with either the Northern or Southern Presidents.
I expect the English newspapers have not mentioned our little war, but
when you read of troubles in China, you are fairly safe in assuming
that Szechwan is not concerned, unless it is specially mentioned.
" Our party on the hill consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Funnell and baby,
Mr. Parsons, head of the Theological School at Paoning, who has
been holding Bible Schools at several centres, Dr. Lawrence, who was
here for study, but has now gone on to Pao ing to reopen the Men's
Hospital, Miss Di..x and Miss Sanderson from Yinshan and Tachu
respectively, and myself.
" Of course for one studying the language the summer is a time
for change of ail' and scenery, but not for rest. For the first month
I made a good deal of progress with my work for the third language
examination. Then I managed to get fever, and was in bed for more
than a week, experiencing kindness which reminded me of days when
some of you have ministered to me in the same way.
" It is wonderful how God always arranges for me to be ill or disabled in places where friends are ready to shower all sorts of kindnesses
upon me. And when I was really very ill, and the temperature would
not go down, it was a tremendous encouragement to know that many
of you were daily strengthening my hands in God, although you did
not know the particular need of the moment. And when I was left
exhausted after the fever had spent itself, I found myself singing,
, He will fulfil the desire of them that fear Him; He also will heal'
their cry, and will help them.'
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" Nine of the schoolboys were up on the hill with us, staying in a
farmhouse less than a mile away. Towards the end of July I went
out for a kind of picnic with them to a temple called Tsao Yang Tong,
built on the side of a cliff-very much of it actually inside a large cave.
It is a Taoist temple, with about six priests, and I watched them
performing some of their weird evolutions. One man rang a bell to
let the idols know that dinner was ready, and then took round tea
and food of various kinds and offered it to them. Another was writing
on little bits of paper, which he afterwards scrunched up into a ball
and threw into a big jar in front of one of the idols. Another performed in front of the tombstone of a former benefactor. I am sorry
to say that up to the present I have not come across any Chinese
Christians who feel moved to anything but laughter at the sight of
snch antics. There is no indignation, no sense of the awful tragedy
that men whom God has made should so degrade themselves, no
realization of the power behind the idols-the power of the god of this
world.
The temple is a kind of summer resort, and there were a dozen or
more middle school boys staying there when we went over. I had
80me talk with them and they agreed to come over to our service on
the following Sunday. In order to get in touch with them I agreed
(at their pressing request) to come over once a week and give them
an English lesson. But then my illness intervened, and so I have
not seen half as much of them as I hoped. When I went over to
explain the reason of my failure to keep my engagement, each week,
I found that most of them had gone down to the city. [At this time
of the year there is a great deal of ancestor-worship. In every household the ceremony of 'receiving the ancestors' is performed, and
there is any amount of feasting. Then at the end of this time comes
the Festival of Orphan Spirits, i.e., those who are supposed to have
no one to do them reverence!] But four of the Taoist priests were
there, and I had a long talk with them. Their leader has heard the
Gospel from other foreigners in former years, but he is continually
harping on the 'fact' that our religion is very little different from
his. They always talk in a very complimentary, perhaps patronizing
way about the Gospel, and are surprised that we don't return the
compliment. (I am afraid there are missionaries who would do so).
So I felt I must be perfectly plain, and told them that there was a
vast gulf between the Gospel and their superstition, and that idolatry
was not only foolish but absolutely sinful. But they listened well
and, to my great joy, they all came (together with the remaining
two Middle School boys) to the service on Sunday morning, when I
was preaching on 1 Thess. i. 9, 10, a text which gave me the opportunity of emphasizing the points which I had discussed with them,
and at the same time of giving them the Good News of deliverance
from the wrath to come.
" Many of the country people have also heard the Gospel Sunday
by Sunday, but (on the surface at least) they are wholly indifferent.
There is no sense of need, let alone of sin.
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" Before our party broke up, we had a special Day of Prayer, ending
up with a foreign Communion Service. We had a good time, waiting
on God in regard to the autumn's work-mainly in the stations which
we represent. I have been specially struck lately with the prophecy
of Haggai. The people had returned to the land with one definite
purpose in view-to rebuild the temple. But the difficulties were
other than and greater than they had anticipated, and they gradually
'settled down,' persuading themselves that God's time had not
come. So we have come out here to China with a clearly defined
purpose-to turn men from darkness to light, from the power of Satan
unto God. Are we doing it, or, because of the unforeseen and immense
difficulties, are we beginning to 'settle down' and to lose our
expectancy? Please read this book of Haggai, and pray that we may
be strong and work, because God's Spirit remains among us."

AN EVENING MEAL.
SOME pilgrims, sitting down to supper, fell upon an uncertain practice
they had of saying a text each, all beginning with the same letter.
The letter this evening was" K." One of them gave out, "Keep
innocency and take heed unto the thing that is right; for that shall
bring a man peace at the last." "Where does it say that? " asked
one of the others, who, being but temporarily of the company, might
be termed a stranger as well as a pilgrim. "It says S9," blandl:r
replied the first pilgrim, "in the thirty-seventh Psalm," adding
reassuringly, " but no doubt you, who spent so many of your Sabbath
hours in childhood looking at the tablet on the chapel wall, which
exhorted us to ' mark the perfect man, and behold the upright,' would
not know that it is the same verse." (Compare Prayer Book and
Authorized Versions, verses 37 and 38). Now these particular pilgrims
were rather fond of discussions and arguments, so, though I really do
not know, I think it improbable that they left the subject without
,emark. One, enlarging on the Prayer Book version, might propose
that we but seek our own interests if, in all our matters, whether great
or small, we adhere entirely to truth and uprightness in word and in
deed. At the last, though in the meantime we may seem to lose or to
suffer, good is sure to come. "He that feareth God shall comc forth
of them all." "Whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same
shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free." Besides,
though none knew better than Paul that peace in death can come
only through the love and power of God and the Blood of Jesus, yet
he seemed to bc allowed some satisfaction in the reflection, " I have
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith."
" But how about John the Baptist," one of the pilgrims would object-" that perfect and upright man, whom we may mark from his childhood onwards, and behold him thrown into prison and there in solitude
beheaded?" And has not many a good man departed in circum-
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stances that have been mournful 1 They do not all "die shouting,
The Lord will provide." But still, the departure of the Lord's saints
must be in peace; for they all of them and infallibly fall asleep in
Jesus. What are outward circumstances to one about to enter the
joy of his Lord, about to see the very very last of all sorrow or pain or
want, about to take possession of an eternal inheritance of joy 1 We
do not know how John felt on his last day, but the Comforter had come
when the angels obeyed their orders to carry him away for ever from
his persecutors, to happier garments than camel's hair, to better
fare than locusts and wild honey.
Possibly then there might follow some general remarks on various
re'nderings, on old and new versions, not in the Psalms only, but in
other parts of the Bible such as in Jer. xxix., where, according to" The
Bishops' Bible," the " expected end" of verse 11 is " the end which
ye would desire to have." But the Psalms remain the most familiar,
and the hungry children of God may go from one rendering to another
for food and comfort. Psalm cvii. follows them up and down, in and
out of their experiences, sorrowful and rejoicing, full and empty. One
would think that by the time they got to verse 38, and were multiplied
exceedingly, perhaps they might rest there. "But again they are
minished and brought low through oppression, affliction and sorrow."
Something comes, or several things come together, to plunge them
again in the deep. The psalmist knew this as he wrote it, and if he
had seen the two renderings of his fortieth verse, he would have left
them where they are. For indeed the Lord suffered him "to be
evil entreated through tyrants," and let him wander out of the way
in the wilderness, and at the same time He poured contempt upon
princes and caused them to wander in the wilderness where there is no
way. "Yet setteth He the poor on high from affliction and maketh
him families like a flock." Probably many of the children of God
would not have used such strong language as to say that they are
"evil entreated of tyrants." But the Lord allows it. He Himself
finds them words to express the sorrows and disconsolations of their
hearts. It is Himself Who so causes them to traverse a place where
no green thing is, and where the enemy exacts upon them. It is
His own means of bringing them to His feet, of emptying them
gradually of hope and comfort outside Himself, of making them poor
and needy. These are the poor that are to be set on high and comforted, not by the abundance of earthly things, but by the persuasion
that undeserving though they are, and incompetent, they are loved
and not despised by God, that Christ prayed for them, though He
prayed not for the world, that He lived and died for them. This is
what they learn from the Spirit of Truth, the Comforter, Who engraves
with His own tools His Name upon their hearts. He has begun and
He, will finish His work, presenting them faultless with exceeding joy,
and then" they will understand the loving-kindness of the Lord."
FOLLOWER-ON.
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A VISIT TO A GODLY PATIENT.
WE recently received a letter from a doctor's wife who, together with
her husband, has taken the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for more than fifty
years, Nearly forty years ago she paid a visit to one of her husband's
patients and afterwards recorded in writing a portion of the conversation which took place. She has now (October, 1922) sent us a copy
of the MS. recording the interview, and suggests that it might find a
place in the Magazine. "Dear old Shepherd Wills [the patient]
passed to his rest years ago, but we always looked upon him," writes
the lady, " as one of our best friends. He was a thorough gentleman
though in very humble circumstances and with little education except
from the Bible."
The manuscript is dated August 12, 1883, and is as follows :" I weut to see dear old Shepherd. He said, , I often ask the Lord
to write His law in my heart, not that I can keep or fulfil one jot of
it; but just to show me what Christ has done for me as my Lawfulfiller.' 'We pray for patience, don't we? There would be no
need for patience if God did not show us something of all our inbred
evil and wickedness.'
" , I can't see much life in folks I talk to, and sometimes I can't see
any in myself, but when Christ comes into my heart, if only for a
moment, what joy and happiness there is. I want to be nothing.
The happiest place for me is, "To know no will but His."
'
" , I like to think of what the Church is to Christ and what it has
been for ever. "My delight is with the sons of men" before the earth
was made. Not one, not the very least member of that Church shall
be missing.
" When I said' Good-bye' he said, ' I asked the Lord to give me
some special blessing to-day, and now He sent you to see me."
" I replied, , You get no good from me, Shepherd, I come to bear
what you can tell me.'
" 'Ah, but,' he said, 'don't you know that I always look upon a
little communion one with another especially as a blessing, and I do
love to see you, but I don't forget our difference iu position though I
am so free with you.'
" I said, ' Oh, Shepherd, if we have a little love to Christ it is a
great leveller. There is no difference between us in Him.'
" 'That's it,' he said, 'in Him.' No, there is no difference, and
Christ would not be a perfect Christ without His body.' "
These remarks of this humble saint show that he was much taught
of God. The Holy Ghost had revealed to him many of the precious
truths of the inspired Word. He knew Christ as his Law-fulfiller.
The Homily of Salvation says, "Christ is now the righteousness of
all them that truly do believe in Him. He for them paid their ransom
by His death. He for them fulfilled the law in His life." He realized
the blessedness of consciously enjoying the presence of Christ and
of knowing no will but His. He realized that the Church was the
object of Christ's love from eternity and that not the least of Christ's
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people would be absent from heavenly glory. Christ the Head of the
Church would not be perfect without all the members of His mystical
body.
This interview also reveals how the humblest believer may minister
to others, and how in seeking to be a blessing to others we ourselves
receive blessing. We are reminded, as we record this visit to a humble
saint, of the words of Christ, " I was sick, and ye visited Me."

MODERNISM AND EVOLUTION.
(FROM The English Churchman.)
appear to be obsessed with the idea of evolution. In
nature they hold that the higher types of animal life were evolved
from the lower by natural processes. They have no place in their
~eory for the direct intervention of God either by creation or providential government. They cannot adduce any substantial evidence of
the transformations they allege. Natural selection and the survival
of the fittest still remain in the category of mere conjecture, unproven
by discovery or fact. After years of investigation the missing link is
missing still. Nevertheless, they persist in ignoring or denying the
record of creation which tells that the several types were created by
God and endowed with the capacity of reproducing their own kind.
They deal with religion in much the same way. For them it displays
a similar evolution by man's mental power from lower to higher forms.
Thus Fetichism is held to be the primitive type from which Polytheism
was duly evolved, and in like manner, out of Polytheism Monotheism
and Pantheism came into being. Nor has the process ceased. Even
Christianity has been, and will be, the subject of this all-pervading law
through the action of the human mind. Little or no place can be.
found in such a conception for Divine revelation or supernatural
manifestation. The appeal is ever to man's thought, imagination,
moral sense or experience. Nor is there any room left for exclusiveness
and finality. It rules out the doctrine that there is only one God-given
and true religion, and that all other systems are essentially false;
and it sets aside the claim of Holy Scripture to be the sole and final
communication of that religion to mankind. It has, in fact, invented
a method of treating the Scriptures of truth which would rob them of
their inspired credentials, deprive them of their unique character,
eliminate from them their supernatural claims, and subordinate them
to man's intellectual powers and ethical judgments. Like the other
inventions of Modernism, the higher critical system has not yet
emerged from the region of theory and speculation, but it is commonly
paraded as if its truth had been established beyond doubt or question.
The Modernists are past-masters in the art of making assertions to
which they vouchsafe no actual verification.
Now it is evident that all this must be in fundamental conflict with
the true Evangelical position. The authority of the Sacerdotalist is
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the" Church," the authority of the Rationalist is the human intellect,
and the authority of the Evangelical is the Bible; and these three are
not complementary but mutually exclusive and contradictory.
Holding, then, the Bible to be the Word of God and the only revelation
of His will and working for the salvation of sinners, the Evangelical
sees that Monotheism was not evolved by human thought, but communicated by the Divine Spirit, and that the tendency of man's fallen
nature was ever to lapse from this Divinely-revealed truth into Polytheistic error. Consequently, he sees the need for inspired teaching
to recall the lapsed and establish them in the faith. He sees that
Christianity is the only true religion, and that all other systems, which
have appeared upon this world, are essentially false. He sees in the
Old Testament the preparation for the coming of Christ, and in the
New Testament the description of His Person and work. He sees in
Jesus of Nazareth the incarnate God, infallible to teach and almighty
to save. He sees that the sum of doctrine which the Apostles received,
and which they called the faith, incorporated all the truth that the.
Holy Spirit has been pleased to make known; and that all subsequent
ecclesiastical tradition and Rationalistic speculation must of necessity
be erroneous and untrue. Avoiding, therefore, the seduction of socalled" new light," he rests content with the faith once for all delivered
to the saints, and looks for the consummation of its promises in the
glory that it reveals.
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" That Christ acted as a Priest during His earthly career, and that
He once for all consummated the sacrifice on the cross, because it
required no addition or supplement, is, as we shall see, repeatedly
affirmed in this epistle" (Hebrews).-P,·ofessOT Smeaton.
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(l!onesponllenn.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the EditO>' of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A ~1issionary to' Sailors writes: "Very many thanks
for the parcel of Gospel literature. It wil.!, I pray, be a blessing to
those that read the books. They are very much appreciated amongst
the men and lads." We shall value fresh help for sending to the
different garrison towns and naval stations, and trust new friends will
remember this Gospel work to our fellow-countrymen in the Army
and Navy. The Book Mission is wholly dependent on the support
of God's people, and all gifts sent to us will be deeply valued.
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirli'f/{J Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, Novemher, 1922.
~n .§~emotiam.

MISS ~'lERCY MANNERING.
MANY of the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, those also of the contributors to its pages who knew and loved her dearly, are sorrowing
deeply to-day for the loss to God's family on earth of Miss Mercy
Mannering, a gracious, tender-hearted, humble-minded disciple of the.
Lord Jesus Christ, who on October 19th, at Hastings, gently fell asleep
in Him, after a few hours' illness. Most sweet and precious had He
bccn to hcr soul in her wilderness days. What must He be to her now
in that goodly land, the Heavenly Canaan 1 The Divinely-secured
victory is hers. She has come off more than conqueror through Him
Who loved her and Whom, not having seen, she loved. "The sting
of death, sin, had been for her plucked out by the hand of the risen
Jesus. The bitterness of death was not found in the circumstances
of her departure." These words were spoken by my father of her
father, Mr. David Mannering, as he was laid to rest in 1888, in Abney
Park Cemetery, where his daughter too now lies awaiting the glorious,
cloudless morning of the Resurrection. The happy, spiritual fellowship
and mutually valued friendship with my father began in the days of
his ministry at St. David's, Holloway, where Mr. Mannering was a
beloved member of hiS congregation, a Christian friend and brother
in the Lord. It was continued at ~Iary-le-Port, through their
periodical visits to near and dear relatives in Bristol, when he and his
daughter worshipped at that Church of hallowed memory till, for
him, the home-call came. I can find no words which could more
fitly describe our most dear friend, Miss Mannering, whose presence
among us as a fellow-worshipper has ever been a joy (among us liS
lately as last July, enjoying the faithful ministry) than those words
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which were spoken of her father by mine: "I ever felt the power of
the simplicity and the humility of his Christian character. No one
could long be in his presence without realizing the influence of his
lowly spirit. The mind of Christ Jesus truly dwelt in him . . . . The
bed of the valley of heart-experience was his habitual dwelling-place.
Joy indeed was his, but it was of the well-chastened sort-not the
superficial condition which often passes under the name of joy, but the
Scripture-grounded calm and peace which come of a Spirit-enabled
dependence on the Lord Jesus and His Gospel work. . . . I have
ever known him as a true and consistent follower of the Lord Jesus,
his Master," all equally true of his daughter, and she would love that
we should thus remember her father too and honour his memory.
She numbered amongst her friends eminent men of God. In this
place one associates her with Mr. George Miiller, slightly connected by
marriage, Mr. James Wright, Mr. J. L. Stanley among others. She
had that great reverence, not often found now, for the high calling of
the God-sent Spirit-enabled minister of the Gospel, the highest office
on earth, with a true conception of its dignity, and a deep veneration
for those who shunned not to declare all the counsrl of God. She,
like her father, was a true lover of the Truths for which the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE stands.
Deeply and experimentally taught, and far in advance of some of us
who have counted it a great privilege to have her friendship, she ever
esteemed others far in advance of herself in spiritual matters. Always
ready unobtrusively and lovingly to minister to the needs of the
saints, I well remember, as others will, her untiring devotion to a
fellow-worshipper at Mary-le-Port on the occasion of her visits, one
whose heavy burden was almost complete deafness, yet who never
willingly absented herself from the means of grace, well instructed
indeed, but also always hungry for more of the Bread of Life. How
kindly and thoughtfully :l>1iss Mannering sought to lighten that burden,
taking notes rapidly and passing them to her so that she might follow
what was being said, and thus by the time the sermon, address or
Bible Class was ended, the poor, tried child of God had had her portion
of the spiritual food she so much craved. And then there would be
the careful watchfulness over her till she was safely home or well on
the way, sometimes at much self-sacrifice to her friend. Miss Mannering
too, if I mistake not, carried the pension to one or more " Aged
Pilgrims." Mr. Hazelton was a pastor and friend highly esteemed.
Her sensitiveness of conscience to a degree rarely met with, her jealous
watchfulness over her conversation, her tender sympathy, heautiful
courtesy, and the loving words of counsel spoken so gently that one
hardly realized that counsel was being given, her consistent manner
of life are an example that will live on in the hearts of all who loved
her. The sorrows of the way are increasing upon some of us as the
voices of one after another of those who encouraged us to run the
race, to fight the good fight, are silenced, but we do not sorrow as
those without hope. The hope of glory was hers by grace: the hope
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of glory is ours through infinite mercy and grace. At the Clifton
Conference, which it was her joy to attend whenever possible, she has
often joined in singing with the Lord's people gathered there:
"Yes, we part, but not for ever-

,

Joyful hopes our hosoms swell;
They who love the Saviour never
Know a long, a last farewell.
Blissful unions
Lie beyond this parting vale."
She has proved the truth of that song of gracious confidence and holy
expectation, as we shall one day, and together with many of those
who sat at the same royal table with her in the King's banqueting
house on earth, she worships, face to face, in adoring praise the Lord
Jesus, the Glory of Immanuel's Land.
"Christ is the Heart of Heaven,
Its fulness and its bliss;
No banquet, e'en in Heaven,

For hung'ring souls like this".
L. ORMISTON.

1!Jtotfstant 15eacon.
UNITED PROTESTANT CONGRESS.
THIS Congress was held in London on October 17-19. We append
a few extracts from the report which appeared in The English ChurChman.

BISHOP INGHAM said, "Let me mention here at least three vicious
growths in our ecclesiastical system that our fathers hoped they had
destroyed in the sixteenth century. I need do but little more than
name them. If plain words of Prayer Book and Articles could have
dealt a deadly blow at anything, that thing would have been the
doctrine of the Mass. To-day it is bad form in Church assemblies to
speak of the Thirty-nine Articles, and it is offensive to speak against
the Mass, and many Church folk have to see the old Morning Prayer
on Sundays displaced for something that is intended more and more
to be assimilated to that utterly corrupted service, and the Evening
Prayer displaced for the novel service of Benediction! It was hoped
that the cultus of the Blessed Mother of the Lord (who in her own
words 'rejoiced in God her Saviour ') had for ever been displaced
from our Church's worship and from private devotions. Yet this also
is coming in like a flood. I will mention one other retrogrsde step.
Few practices more un-English, more calculated to exalt the priest
and degrade the laity, exist than the practice of auricular confession.
We have seen these and kindred growths going on in our midst ever
since the beginning of the Oxford Movement. We have seen the
plea for toleration grow into a demand for recognition, and to-day
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the Anglo-Roman movement covers the whole propaganda, and many
arc furthering it at this moment, not knowing what they do ! "
Mr. T. W. H. INSKIP, K.C., M.P., who has now become SolicitorGeneral, said, "The Bible was the battering-ram hy which Wycliffe
and the Lollards destroyed the ramparts of Rome, and the instrument
hy which, after centuries of Deism and Rationalism, the Evangelicals
made it possihle for there to he an Evangelical Revival. It was the
preaching of the Word, and not the wisdom of men, that accomplished
the miracle. The mischief to-day was that those whose duty it was
to preach the Word were more concerned to preach the wisdom of men
than to employ the wonderful instrumeut God had put into their
hands. Sometimes it was those who either had not experienced or
did not believe in the fact of conversion. God help them if that were
so! Others, unhappily, who knew the truth were almost as backward
in their proclamation of the glorious Gospel. If only those who had
the Bihle would preach the Bihle we should be in no doubt as to its
eternal power. The strange thing was that the Church had largely
taken its ideas of the Bihle from the world, instead of the world being
asked and expected to take its ideas of the Bible from the Church.
Those who did not understand spiritual things were allowed to handle
spiritual topics and to be heard as if they spoke with authority. Mr.
H. G. Wells, in his fantastic' Outline of History,' presented a view
of revelation which he was not qualified to express an opinion upon,
and unhappily the echoes of Strauss might still be heard in the pulpits
of our land. Our modern theologians, not the professed enemies ,?f
the Cross of Christ, were prepared to explain the Messianic tradition
as a myth and a dream, that found no place in the prophetic utterances of the Old Testament. An insidious enemy had penetrated
the very citadel of the Church, and there were signs that some of
those who had heen most active in admitting the enemy were almost
afraid of the consequences of their betrayal. No wonder Bishop
Gore, the editor of ' Lux Mundi,' was engaged on a reconstruction of
Belief in three volumes, in the opening sentence of which he said,
, The world in which we live to-day can only be described as chaotic
in the matter of religious beliefs.' No wonder, when Bishop Gore
said, ' It is certain in my judgment that the early chapters of Genesis,
the accounts of Creation, Eden, the Fall, the Flood are not historical
records but inspired folklore' "-and more to the same effect which
Mr. Inskip quoted.
In dealing with positive considerations, Mr. Inskip said the awful
and unique grandeur not only of the New Testament but of the Old
Testament conceptions of God compelled him to believe in Revelation.
The prophetical nature of many of the books was inexplicable upon
any theory except Revelation. The unmistakable line of the Messianic
mission from Genesis to Revelation compelled an unbiassed reader to
marvel at the unity of the whole. Lastly, the testimony of our Lord
was final.
DEAN WACE OF CANTERBURY said, "Then there is another thing
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which makes this Protestant demonstration of great importance, and
that is that the National Assembly of the Church of England-a body
through which all legislation for that Church must now pass-will
almost immediately enter upon the momentous task of the revision
of the Prayer Book; and some of the revisions proposed are undoubtedly
in a Roman direction. By that sort of evasion which I have mentioned,
it is possible to argue that they are not actually Roman; but they
are Romanizing, they are in the direction of the false Roman doctrine
of the Mass and of Sacerdotalism. For example, there is one thing
that is sufficient to mention: they would authorize the reservation
of the consecrated bread and wine, which is a characteristic consequence
of the Roman doctrine of ·Transubstantiation. Well, now, what have
you to do with this 1 You may say, 'This is for the Church of
England.' Yes, but the Church of England is your Church; it is
established in every village in the country. We have our great
cathedrals in all our great towns, and in every village, from Berwickon-Tweed to Land's End, you have a church which is officered by the
Church of England, and in which ministers of the Church of England
not only preach, but have charge of the souls of the congregation of
the parish. I do not think we can too clearly realize and take to
heart that the religious welfare, and with that the moral welfare, of
the people of England must to a large extent depend upon the influence
exercised by the clergy of the Church of England, and by the services
of the Church throughout those villages. It is a matter which concerns every family, the fathers and mothers and young people, in
every village in the country. Is it not a matter of importance to you,
whatever your particular religious denomination may be, that if this
Anglo-Catholic Movement goes on you are liable at any moment to
have a clergyman planted in that parish, in that church, who may try
to induce your daughters and your sons to come to confession, and
who may influence them in favour of the superstitions of the Mass,
according to the words I have read 1 "

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
" INSTEAD of the fathers, shall come up the children," was exemplified
at the Autumn Meeting of our Hornsey Rise Home, when the Rev.
Waiter W. Martin, M.A., Vicar of Emmanuel Church, South Croydon,
preached in the Chapel in the evening, a profitable sermon from
St. John xiii. 1. Mr. Martin is a son of the late Joseph Martin, Esq.,
J.P., of Littleport, and a nephew of the late Rev. John C. Marlin,
M.A., of the Circus Church, Portsmouth, both of them faithful supporters of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. The Sale of Work for the Benevolent
Fund was unusually successful, and the inmates had tea with the friends
who assembled.
Sales of Work ha..-e also been arranged at Horley, on Wednesday
afternoon, December 6, and at Croydon on Thursday, December 7.
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The attendance of all our local friends is cordially invited. The
Croydon Sale will be open all day, and in the afternoon a brief public
meeting will be held.
G. H. Hume, Esq., J.P., presided over the Brighton anniversary.
Addresses were gvien by the Revs. J. H. Hallett, J. W. Popham,
and J. E. Flegg. The Sale of Work was liberally supported. Mr.
I. Farncombe, the local hon. secretary, will be happy to communicate
with local friends.
A new illustrated booklet, "Strangers and Pilgrims," suitable for
enclosure in letters, has been published at 5s. per hundred, or in smaller
quantities. With 1027 pensioners and eight Homes, additional support
is urgently needed.
iKeiJte\ll~
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My POCKET COMPANION, 1923. By H. H. MARTIN. Pp. 66. Price
2d., postage Id. (Protestant Truth Society, 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, KC.4.)
"My Pocket Companion" contains a pocket diary for the year,
a daily text, and over twenty other pages of brightly-written, helpful
and interesting matter. "Guard your Sundays," "Health and
Wisdom," "Anglo-Catholicism," "The New Jesuitism," "The New
Bolshevism," and" The Lure of Russellism," are some of the subjects
dealt with.
THE GOSPEL ECHO ANNUAL VOLUME, 1922. Pp. 100. Price Is.
(Clement Wileman, 6 and 7, Redcross Street, London, KC.!.)
" The Gospel Echo and Sovereign Grace Magazine" is an attractive
and well-illustrated magazine of eight pages, issued every mOnth by
Mr. Clement Wileman. We are glad to learn that the circulation has
now reached 10,000 copies monthly. The issues for the year 1922
have been bound up in a handsome volume and may be obtained
for the small price of Is. So many magazines are of an Arminian
type that it is a real pleasure to be able to recommend" The Gospel
Echo." The Gospel is faithfully, clearly and interestingly set forth
in its pages. We hope many will purchase copies of this volume for
distribution.
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