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.. Who comfortctb us ill all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble. by the comfort wherewith wc oUlllelves are comforted of God."-2 COR. L 4.

FAMILY PRIVILEGES.
-"We 1flave. "R
- OM. V. 1.
GOD'S family have many trials. They have ups and downs,
disappointments and checks, fears and difficulties, but they have
also many privileges and blessings. Some of their privileges are
permanent and abiding. However varying their circumstances
may be, they have privileges and blessings of which nothing can
deprive them. Of these privileges we now propose to write briefly
in the Family Portion. It is a good thing to count up our mercies.
Our troubles often loom large in our thoughtll, but it is well to
consider how great things the LORD hath done for us. It is well
to take stock of the unspeakable mercies which He hath bestowed
upon us. GOD'S people vary much in their earthly circumstances.
They may be rich or poor, high or low, but in regard to many of
their spiritual blessings they are all equally possessed of them.
They are all equally washed, sanctified, and justified in the Name
of the LORD JESUS and by the SPIRIT of our GOD (see 1 Cor. vi. 11).
We have set down the words" We have" at the head of this article.
They occur very frequently, and they indicate very dearly how
many are the privileges of the members of GOD'S beloved, chosen,
and redeemed family.
1. Fir.t, we have redemption.
" We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of His grace" (Ephes. i. 7). We have
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redemption in CHRIST, not apart from Him. It is "through His
blood." That was the price which He paid for the redemption
of His people. They were redeemed, not with silver and gold, but
" with the precious blood of CHRIST, as of a lamb without blemisb
and witbout spot" (1 Peter i. 18, 19). He gave His life a ransom
.instead of many. Tbis redemption is a deliverance from the penalty
of our sins. Hence the apostle adds, "even tbe forgiveness of
sins." GOD'S people have as a present possession" the forgiveness
of sins." GOD has abundantly pardoned His penitent and believing
people. Tbis He has done not according to their works, and not
because of any merit in them, but "according to the riches of
His grace." "We have redemption." "We have the forgiveness
of sins." Who are the" we" 1 They are the saints and faithful
ones in CHRIST JESUS. They are those whom the FATHER hath
" blessed" and" chosen" in CHRIST. They are those whom He
" predestinated unto the adoption of cbildren by JESUS CHRIST to
Himself according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of
the glory of His grace" (Eph. i. 1-7). Have we faith in CHRIST
JESUS 1 Have we experienced GOD'S saving grace in our hearts ~
Are we amongst those who trust in and believe in CHRIST 1 (verses
12,13). If so, we have redemption. We are amongst the redeemed
and forgiven ones of GOD'S family.
2. Secondly, we have peace.
" Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
LoRD JESUS CHRIST" (Rom. v. 1). What a mercy is tbis! At
one time we were at war with GOD. We were led captive by Satan.
We were in his camp, living under his influence, and fulfilling the
desires of the flesh and of the mind. We were at "enmity with
GOD" (Rom. viii. 7). He was judicially hostile to us because of
our sin and rebellion. But now He hath in rich grace put down to
our account tbe righteousness of His dear SON. He hath clothed
us with the robe of His rigbteousness. He hath therefore justified
or declared us righteous. Hence we are" reconciled to GOD by the
death of His SON." We are at peace with Him. We have been
brought back to harmony and fellowship, and clotbed witb tbe
"best robe." We are now sitting down at His table in His family.
Not a patched-up peace, but a real abiding peace with GOD is our
portion.
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3. Thirdly, we have aooess.
"Through Him we both have access by one SPIRIT unto the
FATHER" (Ephes. ii. 18). Here is another precious privilege. We
have access, liberty of approach to the FATHER. How beautiful to
see a little child running to meet his father. It used to be one of
our own joys when returning home, for the little ones to run to
meet us at the door., How often have we taken up the youngest
and carried him or her into the dining-room. Such free, happy,
unimpeded access is the portion of the children of GOD. Through
CHRIST they have free access. By the blood of JESUS they can
enter the holiest and approach the throne of grace. Under the
influence of the SPffiIT we can draw near at any bour of the day or
night for mercy, grace, strength, guidance, and the supply of all
our needs. The FATHER delights in His people. He loves t<l
welcome them and to bestow upon them fresh blessings. "Let
us therefore come boldly." Let us come often. "Let us draw
near with a true heart in full assurance of faith" (Heb. x. 22\.
4. FOurthly, we have a great High Priest.
" We have a great High Priest, that is passed into the heavens,
JESUS the SON of GOD" (Heb. iv, 1), He is our High Priest. He
has our case in hancl. He not only offered Himself for our sins,
but He now appears in the presence of GOD for us. He ever
liveth to intercede for us. If we sin, " we have an ADVOCATE with
the FATHER, JESUS CHRIST the righteous" (1 John ii. 1). When we
draw near to the throne He is there before us. He recognizes us
as those whose names are in His Book of Life, and He secures
every needful blessing for us on the ground of His Own merits.
5. Fifthly, we have a sure Word 0/ prolJl!ealJ.
" We have also a more sure Word of prophecy; whereunto ye
do well that ye take heed'" (2 Peter i, 19). This Word is ours.
We possess it, We hold it in our hands and can read it for our
comfort. Holy men of GOD were moved by the HOLY GHOST to
write it. It is "a light that sbineth in a dark place." It is "a
lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path." 'What a mercy
that we have it. There it is from Genesis to Revelation-a whole
library of sixty-six books written for our learning, comfort, and
guidance. We do well that we take heed unto it in our hearts.
But we cannot take heed unto it unless we prayerfully read and
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ponder it. 0, let us value the privilege of possessing the inspired
Word of GOD, and let us use it daily" until the Day dawn, and the
Day Star arise."
6. Sixthly, we have a Building of God.
" We have a building of GOD, an house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens" (2 Cor. v. 1). The earthly house is temporary, this is eternal. Our mortal body will put on immortality.
That is our prospect. We know that we have the permanent
structure awaiting us.
7. Lastly, we have a blessed Hope.
We have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us.
"Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and
steadfast, and which entereth into that within the veil" (Heb. vi.
18, 19). The hope set before us is the blessedness hoped for. This
hope we have. We" rejoice in hope of the glory of GOD" (Rom. v.
2). We have the hope of resurrection to eternal glory (Acts xxiv.
15). Above all we have the hope of His coming. We look for that
blessed hope and the glorious appearing of our great GOD and
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST (Titus ii. 13). Truly the privileges of the
family are many and great. We have redemption, we have peace,
we have access, we have a great High Priest, we have a sure Word
of prophecy, we have a building of GOD, and we have a blessed
Hope. Let us praise the FATHER of the family for the unspeakable
blessings with which He hath enriched His cmldren, and let us
make the most of our great privileges.
THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Sloke Ferry, Norfolk.
WHAT are we doing for the Lord? If we are indeed His, it is our
high privilege to be identified with His blessed cause and with His
people, and His work in every land, and it is our honour to be permitted
to spend and be spent in His service. We shall feel this as we dwell
upon what He has done for us, and what He is to us. No words of
mine can express what we owe to Him. We are His redeemed captives,
His property, His purchased ones. He has ransomed us from hell
with His Own blood, and brought us into closest union with Himself.
When we consider all the great tmngs He has done for us we must feel,
" 'foo much we cannot do or bear, for such a matcWess Friend."The late Miss Armstfong.
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LIBERAL EVANGELICALISM.
V.-IN RELATION TO 'WORSHIP AND W·ORLDLINESS .

.

" God is a S1Jil'it: and they that w01'ship Him must 'worship Hi'l1l in
.~pirit and in truth."-J OHN iv. 24.
" Know ye not that the frienrlsMp of the world is enmity with God? "
-JAMES iv. 4.

ONE of the Essays in Libeml Evangelicalism is entitled" Worship."
It is written by Dr. Guy Warman, the Bishop of Truro (now Bishop
of Chelmsford). Other references to worship are found in other
parts of the book. Besides worship, references are made to the
attitude of the Liberal Evangelical towards the world. We propose
to consider these two topics in this article.
1. Pi'rst let us see what Liberal Evangelieals say about Worship.
This topic is treated with special reference to worship in connection with the Church of England. It is well known that the
old Evangelicals stood for simplicity in worship. They realized
•
that the great rubric in regard to worship is given by our Lord in
the words which He spake to the woman of Samaria. The true
and only object of worship is God. "Thou shalt worship the Lord
thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve" (Matt. iv. 10). "God
is a Spirit." He is invisible to mortal eyes. They who" worship
Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth." Their worship
must be real and from the heart. Worship of the lip only is
absolutely in vain. No external objects lire needed to help us to
worship Him. He" dwelleth not in temples made with hands,
neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though He needed
anything." "We ought not to think that the Godhead is like
unto gold, or silver, or stone graven by art or man's device"
(Acts xvii. 24, 25, 29). There are now 110 buildings in which God
is localized. No church can be scripturally called "the house
of God." That title, formerly given to the temple at Jerusalem,
is now given to the spiritual temple consisting of all believers.
They are the temple of God and the Spirit of God dwelleth in them.
They are built up a spiritual house. No idols, pictures, crosses or
crucifixes, made by art or man's device, are needed, nor were ever
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needed, for the worship of God, Who is a Spirit. Magnificent
catbedrals, surpliced choirs, and first-class music are not essential
for the worship of God. It is a remarkable tbing that our costly
and magnificent cathedrals were built when the members of the
professing Church of this country were steeped in spiritual darkness
and ignorance. They were built from the mistaken idea tbat
God dwelleth still in temples made with hands, and that no building
can be too magnificent and too costly for His dwelling place. We
do not suggest that the buildings in which Christians worship
should be ugly and offensive to our natural taste for beauty, but
they ought to be built after the style of the synagogue rather than
after the style of the temple. Similarly there is no Scriptural
warrant for Mass vestments, surpliced singers, processions, altars,
crosses, crucifixe8, altar cloths, incense, pastoral staves, candles in
broad daylight, and flowers in connection with the worship of
God. Nor is there warrant for singing and monotoning our prayers
to God. We think that the Lord's people should sing GOD'S
praises heartily and they should endeavour to sing in harmony and
in tune. While not attaching undue importance to mere music, we
need not be boisterous or unduly loud, nor should we be selfishly
indifferent to our neighbours in our manner, when singing or
praying. If we can sing beautifully and in harmony, and at the
same time sing and make melody in our hearts to the Lord, so
much the better. Simplicity in worship and spirituality in worship
were what the old Evangelicals stood for. They abhorred the
mechanical in worship. They did not wish to worship by deputy.
Great changes, however, have now taken place in the outward
worship of those who attend our Churches. For these changes the
Oxford or Ritualistic movement is largely responsible. In recent
years, however, the new Liberal Evangelicals have increasingly
imitated the Ritualists in the matter of outward worship. One of
their spokesmen said in March, 1921, that a Neo-Evangelical
"prefers to have a cross and flowers 011 or over the Holy Table,
and he has no objection to candlesticks. He is even willing that
the candles shall be lighted at the 8.0 a.m. service if the congregation desire it or do not object." "He does not mind taking the
Eastward position at the Holy Communion Service." "He is
willing to wear coloured stoles." " He readily speaks of ' altar'
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aI\d ' Eucharist.''' "He accepts the conclusions of balanced and
reverent critical views of the Scriptures." "He is ready to aclmowledge that God has spoken, and does speak, through the devout
men of every nation, colour, and creed." (The Rev. F. Mellows, in
The Record, March 3, 1921).
The Bishop of Truro, in his Essay in Liberal Evangelicalisrn, is
evidently in general agreement with the views of Mr. Mellows.
The present Prayer Book, he says, "speaks the language and
breathes the atmosphere of three hundred years ago. To even the
casual student of history it sometimes suggests the controversies
of that period, some of them long since dead and now better
decently buried." "The Church of to-day as it kneels to worship
cannot wear the clothes of three hundred years ago. We must
have revision, and more than revision" (p. 199).
The Bishop of Truro considers that" Beauty should characterize
our worship." He says" There is beauty in colour and ornament
and carving," and he seems to attach undue importance to ecclesiastical architecture and good music in choirs. He asks, "How
can they (flowers) be out of place on the great meal table of the
Lord's Supper ~" Of ritual which expresses false doctrine he
says, "we need to be careful." "In process of time" (however)
it ceases to teach at all." In that case" we can follow the line of
convenience or even of.£ashion without demur." Under present
circumstances he says, " To persist in the (black) gown as a party
badge is folly." He owns that the Eastward position at the Lord's
Table was at one time significant of doctrine. Now, however, it
"has lost its significance in the minds of most men. Fashion is
deciding in favour of one use, and in the interests of uniformity
we need not fear that we are endangering doctrine in this particular
by following fashion." Thus he recommends the adoption of the
Eastward, back-to-the-people, sacerdotal position at the Lord's
Table. We refuse to believe that the Ritualists have ceased to
regard the Eastward position as the position of a sacrificing priest.
The bishop also goes on to say that the use of wafers for bread in
the Lord's Supper is not a matter which need concern us. He
recommends that our toleration of varied ritual should be large.
" With the great problems and tasks of to-day before us, bothering
about clothes and postures and such-like thiI\gS seems only com-
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parable to Nero's fiddling." As the bishop is in favour of tolerating
Mass Vestments we can easily see what this remark is intended to
cover. Why he should consider opposition to Mass Vestments to
be comparable to Nero fiddling while Rome was burning, and yet
regard the use of the black gown in the pulpit as tolly, is difficult
to lmderstand. Wllat would he say if Evangelicals gave up the
use of the surplice as Bishop Jewel wished to do 1 Would
such bothering about clothes" seem only comparable to Nero's
fiddling" 1 It is because we know that the Eastward position
and the wearing of Mass Vestments are symbolical of the sacerdotal
doctrines of the Anglo-Catholic party that we have set ourselves
against these things. The Bishop of Truro's attitude evidently
indicates a desire for "whole-hearted inclusion" and recognition
of the sacerdotalists as loyal Churchmen.
Canon A. W. Davies (a C.M.S. Missionary and another of the
Essayists) says of the Liberal Evangelicals, "They have come to
regard questions of ritual as in the main matters of temperament,
education, and taste. They refuse to be bound by the graveclothes of controversies which for them are dead, and the significance which their elders find in colours and positions and special
nomenclatures they cannot understand. They are not sacerdotalists; they hate all that savours of superstition; but the Holy
Communion means more to them than it did to their fathers, and
•
they feel that the bare negations of extreme Protestantism are as
lmtrue as, and almost more perilous than, the extravagances of the
advanced Catholics" (p. 273). This is a fairly courageous outburst for a C.M.S. Missionary. Canon Davies has correctly gauged
the changed situation at Salisbury Square. He knows how far he
can safely go in advocating the Liberal Evangelical programme in
reference to ritual. Accordingly, the elaborate ritual of the AngloCatholics is to him in the main a matter of "temperament,
education, and taste." In times gone by our Evangelical forefathers were grieved by the crossings, bowings, prostrations, kissings,
processions, Mass Vestments, swinging of incense boats, and candles
lit in broad daylight in connection with the simple ordinance of the
Lord's Supper. They held that these and other things symbolized
the restoration of the Roman Mass, and all that it doctrinally
means, into our Reformed Church. The Liberal Evangelicals have
f
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come to the conclusion that these things are in the main matters
of taste, temperament, and education. All the excitement and
concern about them were a waste of energy and money. It is
incomprehensible to the Liberal Evangelical brain, clever and
scholarly as it is considered to be, how any signi!icance could be
attached to such things. Let each man follow his own taste in
these things both at home and in the mission field. After all, our
fathers thought too little of the ordinance of the Lord's Supper.
That ordinance means more to us than it did to them. We wonder
if the same might be said of the apostles. The Lord's Supper does
not loom large in their writings. Peter and John and James and
J ude never mention it in their Epistles. Paul only refers to it in
one out of the thirteen or fourteen Epistles which he wrote. But.
then the Liberal Evangelical has not only got beyond the siKteenth
century. He breathes the air of the twentieth century. He claims
the guidance of the Spirit now, and he is no longer tied even to the
first century guidance of the Holy Ghost. The Evangelical party,
says Canon Davies, "will have to be willing to continue to make
grants to Churches which demand the fullest freedom of experiment
in forms of worship and ritual, and in which the seat of authority
has been transferred from the English Committee-room to the local
Diocese" (p. 285). Note that, ye subscribers to the C.M.S. Here
is what a prominent C.M.S. Missionary tells you. The Society
which you still continue to support must go on making grants to
"Churches which demand the fullest freedom of experiment in
forms of worship and ritual." You have thought that your money
was sure to be used for Evangelical purposes if entrusted to the
C.M.S. But the Society" must adapt itself to the changed conditions," and its subscribers must be willing to give their money
to be used with the "fullest freedom of experiment in forms of
worship and ritual." Moreover, the Committee of the C.M.S. must
no longer exercise any authority over the grants of money made
to these Churches abroad. "The seat of authority" must be
"transferred from the English Committee-room to the local
Diocese." Probably many will be as docile in regard to their
subscriptions as Canon Davies wishes them to be. A goodly
number, however, who value the truth of God and who believe in
that simplicity and spirituality of worship which our Divine Lord
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enloms, will refuse any longer to subscribe to any society which
has ceased to stand for the inerrancy of Scripture and the great
principles of the Protestant Reformation.
The Dean of Bristol (Dr. Burroughs) says, "Evangelicals might
possibly concede a certain use of the Reserved Sacrament 'for
purposes of adoration,' if it were made clear that, in such use, the
consecrated elements were only serving the same purpose as (say)
a crucifix might more reasonably serve, by concentrating sense
and thought at once, and so making possible a more vivid realization
of the Spiritual Presence of Christ: but, believing what they do
about that Presence, they conld not concede any other use of the
Reserved Sacrament which tended to localize or materialize it in
the worsliipper's thought" (p. 60, Note 1). We make this quotation
to show what concessions to the Romanizers in the English Church
the Liberal Evangelicals are prepared to make. It wonld seem
that in their desire to conciliate Sacerdotalist£ they are utterly
indifferent to those faithful and loyal Evangelicals who, rather
than subscribe to a Romanized Prayer Book, wonld be obliged
conscientiously to resign their positions in the Church of England.
2. Secondly, let us now note what Liberal Evangelicals say about
worldliness.
The old Evangelicals have always felt that many of the amusements which are popular with the world should be avoided by
those who are seeking to walk in holy fellowship ,vith God.
'fheatres, dancing, and card-playing have been by them regarded
as inconsistent with a holy walk and conversation. The Rev. C.
Sydney Carter in his Engliilh Church in the Eighteenth Century says,
"It was not altogether unnatural that, at a time when almost all
the popular amusements were associated with some form of sin
or immorality, -and mainly patronized by people conspicuous for
the looseness and impiety of their lives, the Evangelicals should
encourage a rigid and somewhat ascetic life, and vigorously ban
the theatre, the dance, and the card table." He goes on to quote
the Evangelical poet, William Cowper, as saying, " As to amusements we have none. The place indeed swarms with them, and
cards and dancing are the professed business of almost all the
gentle inhabitants of Huntingdon. We refuse to take part in
them, or to be accessories to this way of murdering our time" (p. 82).
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" William Romaine was one evening invited to a friend's house,
and after tea, the lady of the house asked him to play at cards, to
which he made no objection. The cards were brought out, and
when all were ready to begin playing, Romaine said, 'Let us ask
the blessing of God.' 'Ask the blessing of God! ' said the lady, in
great surprise, 'I never heard of such a thing before a game of
cards.' Romaine then inquired, ' Ought we to engage in anything
on which we cannot ask God's blessing ~' This reproof put an
end to the card-playing" (Ryle's Christian Leaders, p. 170).
It is of course recognized that the Bible nowhere says, "Tholl
shalt not go to a theatre," "Thou shalt not dance," or "Thon
shalt not play cards for money," but the Bible lays down great
principles for the guidance of God's people. It tells us that Christ
was in the world, and the world was made by Him, but the world
of men knew Him not. It tells us that Christ's people are "not
of the world." They have been" chosen out of the world," and
thus they are a people separated from the world and are the objects
of the world's hatred. It tells us that" the friendship of the world
is enmity with God." "'Whosoever therefore will be a friend of
the world is the enemy 'Of God" (James iv. 4). It says to us,
"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.
If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in Him"
(1 John ii. 15). The theatre, the dance, and other amusements
are professedly designed to amuse the world. Worldly people
organize them. They are got up to please the tastes of the flesh.
They are associated with worldliness in dress, worldly company,
and things unspiritual. The late hours, the immodesty in dress,
and many other things connected with these pleasures all make
them unfitting for those who are walking with God and whose
affections are set on heavenly things. Moreover, mixed dancing
is an encouragement to immorality. It is plain, too, that those
who love the theatre and the ball-room are not the people who are
found at the weekly prayer meeting. They are not 'the people
who att{lnd the services on the Lord's Day twice, and who are
diligent' students of their Bibles. They are not the people who
love to think and speak of heavenly things and are keen in the
work of the Lord. They are not the people who are likely to make
earnest, godly Sunday School teachers and who devote themselves
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heartily to the service of Christ. We believe, therefore, that the
old Evangelicals were right in regarding theatre-going, dancing, and
card-playing for money as "the pomps and vanity of this wicked
world." Liberal Evangelicals, however, take a different view.
Their abandonment of the old doctrines is associated with an
abandonment of the old view about worldliness. Liberal Evangelicals say, "There is no short cut to obedience to be had by
deciding that.' the world' means the theatre, or going to dances
or attending race-meetings." W'e have no right, they say, "to
abandon fair tracts of God's world to the enemy." Quoting a
leading actress, they say the Church should be " more preoccupied
with the theatre than with any of the other arts, for the reason
that the drama has so direct a bearing on the mentality of the
people and the conduct of life" (p. 238). Canon Guy Rogers is
lluoted in favour of dancing and theatre-going (p. 239). The Rev,
E. S. Woods says, "The discrimination required of those who
want to see the stage functioning within the Kingdom of God is
to support the kind of theatres and plays which make for that end
and to discountenance those which do not" (p. 239). To us, all
this is very sad reading. We believe that one of the greatest evils
•
in the professing Church is the encouragement which is given to
worldliness. In towns and in villages, whist-drives, dances, and
dramatic farces are the order of the day in connection with so-called
Church work. These things are resorted to in order to amuse the
unconverted and to obtain money from the world for the Lord's
work. Sueh methods are altogether unscriptural, and such amusements, we are convinced, are doing infinite harm and damage. We
never find our Lord and His apostles spending their energies in
trying to amuse men. The great majority of mankind are in the
broad way which leads to hell, and it is the business of the Church
to preach the Gospel of God's grace to perishing and hell-deserving
sinners in the belief that God will by this means gather out His
elect and sAve them with an everlasting salvation. It is remarkable that" a decline in the Evangelical spirit" and" a recoil from
Evangelical doctrine" in Scotland in the eighteenth century, as
the result of the rise of the "moderate" school in the Scottish
Church, was accompanied by an encouragement of theatre-going
and card-playing (see Professor Blaikie's Prerwher. of Scotland,
pp. 217-225),
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Tnle Evangelicalism has ever stood for a holy walk, a complete
break with theatres, dances, race-meetings, and card-playing for
money. It has re-echoed the call of the apostle to come out and
be separate and touch not the unclean thing. It is fully acknowledged that the Christian needs to be watchful against other forms
of worldliness. No quarter should be given in the Christian's life
to- worldliness in worship, worldliness in amusement, worldliness in
his private or home life. Cheerfulness, joy in the Lord, brightness
in the home life and abundance of healthy laughter are compatible
with an out-an-out stand against the evil books, the evil music,
and the evil amusements of the world which lieth in the wicked
one. Even men of the world are surprised when they see ministers
of the Gospel at the theatre. The aim of the believer is "to keep
himself unspotted from the world" (James i. 27).
TIlE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Btoke Fer·71J, Norfolk.
CHRISTM..<\.S HYMN.
o CHRIST, the brightness of the Father's glory,
o Christ, the essence of the Life Divine,
Eternal God incarnate, we adore Thee
And bow before that majesty of Thine.
Thou art the truth, and nothing by Thee spoken
Can ever change, or fail, or pass away;
The Word that Thou has sealed remains unbroken,
Throned like Thyself in everlasting day.
Thou camest down to earth in lowly fashion,
Through life and death the Scriptures to fulfil,
That o'er the waves of human sin and passion
Thy voice might speak and bid them to be still.
We have none else but Thee, we trust Thee only
To save, and keep, and bring us to Thy side,
Where every laden heart and spirit lonely
With joy unspeakable is satisfied.
So, Lord, to Thee, the Author of Salvation,
With thankfnl hearts our Christmas hymn we raise,
To blend its music with the adoration
That rolls for ever rolmd Thy throne iu praise.
F. J. HAMILTON, D.D.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Thy dead num shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise.
Awake and sing, ye that dwell in the dust .. for thy dew is as the
dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead."-IsAIAH xxvi. 19.

THESE words of faith and hope yet ring in my ears as I once heard
them quoted from the pulpit in his own chapel hy the late esteemed
and beloved George Alexander, of Birkenhead. Therein lie the glorious
truths of the spiritual resurrection of every elect vessel of mercy in
" the time of love" and the sure and certain hope of a glorious resurrection unto eternal life of every member of Christ's mystical Body.
Their Living Head in glory has declared unassailably, "Because
I live, ye shall live also." And in confident hope, and guided by
Divine Inspiration, the prophet could declare 700 years before the
coming of Christ: "Together with my dead body shall they arise."
And was not this literally and historically true at Christ's Resurrection, when " many of the saints which slept, arose and came out of
their graves after His resurrection"? And was it not spiritually
true that the" corn of wheat" which fell into the ground and died,
brought forth a glorious harvest?
The Easterns embalmed their dead with herbs, and a potent fragrancy
arose therefrom. And when the time comes, that set moment for
emancipation, with the voice of Him that wakes the dead, and makes
them hear and live, "the earth shall cast out her dead." Where is
thy victory, 0 grave, in that day! .
With such thoughts as these, it was the writer's sacred privilege
somewhat recently to visit Arno's Vale Cemetery in our city. It had
long been a cherished wish to re-visit the resting places of so many
of God's redeemed dust after a lapse of time, but the opportunity
and desire were far apart until yet one more of the Lord's dear servants
was laid to rest there, and then the way was opened up. It was the
occasion of the funeral of the beloved Mrs. Goodrich, who had reached
the ripe age of 101 and two weeks. Her humble, consistent walk in
her long life was sustained to the end, and a very marked characteristic
of her godly life was the unmurmuring submission to God's will and
the spirit of praise with a grateful heart for all her mercies. Long
a widow (for her beloved husband whose happy call by grace and
subsequent useful career in connection with his spiritual father, the
beloved Dr. Doudney, at St. Luke's, Bedminster-see GOSPEL M:AGAZlNE,
1879-had predeceased her 43 years), she was a living testimony to
the truth of her Maker's own words, " And let thy widows trust in
Me." I noted the text inscribed under her husband's name was" Looking unto Jesus;" and it was a sweet link with that to read on Mrs.
Goodrich's memorial card, "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday and
to-day and for ever." For to the very last, "Jesus only," was her
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theme and testimony, as she praised Him for His loving kindness
to her in all her chequered providential career as well as in her life
of grace.
From the little company now separating from that open grave, I
made my way to many another sacred spot. There was the familiar
tombstone erected by the orphans and friends at Ashley Down in
memory of the beloved Founder of the Orphan Houses, testifying
how Mr. Muller" trusted in God, with Whom nothing shall be impossible." God fulfilled this declaration in the experience of His
servant by enabling him to provide and care for 18,000 orphans. Close
by is the plain grey granite headstone in memory of Mr. F. Bergin,
for 14 years a Co-Director at the Orphan Houses, which tells how
he was saved by sovereign grace and how that grace kept him steadfast
unto the end whose earnest desire it was that Christ should be magnified in his body by life and by death.
Next we made our way to the resting place of a dear Aunt, the
youngest sister of the late beloved G. C., and read the soul-inspiring
words: "I know that my Redeemer liveth." There was the text,
" The Lord is my Shepherd," on the stone on willch is inscribed the
name of Mr. Robert Dalley, who passed away in 1913, and who was
one of those so long associated with St. Mary-le-Port.
And oh! what sad, sweet and sacred memories filled the mind as
we next wended our way to the black marble stone on which was an
inscription to the sacred memory of Ethel, the beloved wife of Percival H.
Hancock, who fell asleep May 17, 1908, at the early age of 27 years.
The text (Prov. xxvii. 25) was given, and then there was the added
name of her beloved l'iusband (who had survived her for twelve years),
Percival H. Hancock, who departed on May 10, 1920: "to be with
Christ, which is far better."
How sacredly familiar was the name of William Pitman, whose
grave we next recognized: "a dear Husband and Father," and who
"fell asleep in Jesus, May 13, 1917, aged 71," Rev. xiv. 13. Side by
side" unt.il the day break" rest the remains of Joseph Charles, the
beloved husband of J ane A. Pitman.
And soon we came to the sacred spot of some of the most hallowed
memories of our earthly pilgrimage. We sat down now on t.he grassy
bank, and pondered and admired the grace of our God Who had so
eminently shone in and shone out of the lives of His grace-gifted servant.s
Mary Shorthouse and J ames Ormiston! Her devoted husband had
testified how she had" by spirit-enabled faith, patience, and meekness
glorified her God and Saviour Jesus Christ in the furnace of aflliction,"
and how suddenly on the morning of Feb. 24, 1887, she had heard the
Heavenly call and her ransomed spirit departed to be with Christ.
Others have told of the most hallowed and loving memory of James
Ormiston, for 36 years Rector of St. Mary-le-Port, "whose happy
spirit went t.o be with Jesus his beloved Divine Redeemer and Lord,
Sept. 30, 1916. By the Holy Spirit's enabling, a faithful minister of
the glorious Gospel of God's free grace, a true Pastor and a zealous
35
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champion of the principles of the Protestant Reformation." "Stedfast, unmovable,' always abounding in the work of the Lord," was
sweetly true of our beloved friend and Pastor, whose memory lives
so fragrantly in the hearts of hi~ people.
'Close by was the grave of the Rev. S. A. Walker, a former Rector
of St. Mary-Ie-Port, "a faithful preacher of the everlasting Gospel,"
who died in 1879. And next to this, rest the redeemed dust of Dr.
and ~'lrs. Sherlock, for many years devoted worshippers at St. Maryle-Port. One's eye caught also the once familiar name of the Rev. W.
Saunders, who for 23 years preached the Gospel of God's grace at
St. Silas'. His last sermon was preached from Psa. lxxxix. 15, and he
passed away on April 27, 1898.
There were so many others one would have liked to have sought
out, had time and strength permitted, but in glancing we saw the
recently inscribed name of Joseph Jones, who was so suddenly called
Rome on March 4th and whose presence was so familiar to us at Church.
Psa. cxvi. 15 was the sweetly comforting word under his name, and
we recalled it as the precious and soul-comforting text upon which the
Rev. A. J. Day had preached so suitably for Mr. Jones' funeral sermon.
And then there was the name of Mr. William Jones, who for so many
years was the kindly and genial churchwarden of St. Mary-Ie-Port
under the late beloved Rector, and who in death was not divided
from his beloved partner in life, Mrs. Jones dying a month after, on
June 6, ·1906.
And we thought of dear Mr. Pattison, whose love to the saints was
such a marked characteristic of his spiritual life; of the humblehearted Miss Ellen Wellington; of the gracious sisters, the Misses
Ann and Sophia Wright; and of the saintly Mr. James Wright at
whose graveside thc large gathering sang so feelingly: "Death is
but sleep in Jesus." Near by his grave, resta the redeemed dust of
Miss Latchan, who was called through fiery suffering to glorify the
God of her salvation in a very marked degree. There were the godly
llrittains too, whom it was always a privilege to visit.
Yes, there are very sacred memories over graves at Arno's Vale.
How triumphant with the glorious and blessed Hope was the voice
<>f the beloved Mr. Ormiston as we were about to turn away from
the open grave of the said Mr. J. Brittain-Mr. Ormiston's voice rang
out clear and sweetly: "Our brother shall I·ise again, deal' friends."
Death is· very solemn and very real to all of us. But it has been
plucked of its sting and has no victory over the saints of God. To
them it is but the gate whose portals usher them into Eternal Life,
.that "Gate whose prospect is toward the east" (Ezekiel .xlii. 15) ;
toward the sunrising; toward that City where the Lord of it is unto
His people an Everlasting Light, and the days of their mourning are
~nded

With such reveries as these, belov~d readers, one can enter into the
spirit of the word: "Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord, Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours;
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and their works do follow them." There is a Trinity of Persons concerned and interested in the everlasting felicity of the Blessed dead.
Man would write it just the other way and speak of the happy living
ones. But the Lord has His Word and that is always final. Of His
dead, He says they are blessed. A precious soul-enlivening truth this!
We are face to face constantly with death, though comparatively wc
know nothing of it except when it comes home to one near and dear,
and we are called to mourn those that are not. But whilst numbers
are passing into eternity every moment and hour, whilst" part of the
host have crossed the flood and part are crossing now," wc are led
solemnly to consider whither they are bound. Who among them have
heard: "Come, ye blessed of my Father" ~ Whose are those names
of whom the Spirit has declared, " Blessed are the dead"? Oh, we
are on solemn ground! It is a heart-searching question, and if we can
and do rejoice to believe these truths and expect when our time comes
we shall be among those blessed ones, how it sets us longing .also for
our beloved relations and friends that in death there shall not be eternal
separation, but eternal re-union.
The year now fast closing has had its death roll amongst us, though
few indeed be the names in His sparing mercy when we consider the
awfully solemn happenings and the fearful havoc of " sudden death,"
arising from earthquakes, accidents, etc., which fill our daily papers.
But we have lost three members of our congregation at St. Mary-IePort and, in the inscrutable providence of our never-erring God, theirs
were sudden deaths. Many tender and grateful references have been
made to the swift translation of Mr. Joseph Jones, whose happy spirit'
fled to Jesus Whom he had so loved to speak of and point to, five
hours after the terrible street accident. Mr. Sims and IIir. Billett
were likewise suddenly called and "in the midst of life were in
death."
The much beloved Mr. John Hazleton was called to suffer the irreparable loss of his beloved wife during January after a few hours' illness.
This called forth the deepest sympathy of the Church of Christ and
their continued prayers that dear Mr. Hazleton would experience that
" strong consolation" in the day of his deep sorrow, from" the God
of all comfort," Whom he had so long proved and faithfully proclaimed. And with the Home-call of i\ir. John Dawson, the faithful
labourer of Jesus Christ as Scripture Reader to Holy Trinity, Derby,
our thoughts go to the aged widow of the late beloved Rev. Francis
Hoare, who ministered there so many years. !lirs. Hoare had attained.
the ripe age of 86 years and had survived her husband for many years.
She passed away on June 12th, testifying to the last to that goodness
aJ?d unfailing mercy which had followed her all the days of her life.
The Church of England has lost two faithful "stewards" in the
deaths of the Rev. J. Stern, of Fowey; and the saintly J. J. Luce,
who for 46 years" preached Christ unto them" at St. Nicholas, Gloucester. The founder of Holy Trinity, Buxton, Mr. Taylor, passed
away in August: and the Editor has told us, in our November issue;
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of the happy translation of Mr. A. W. Bird, Mr. Silvester, and
Mr. J. H. Tritton,
" And certain women also of our company" have left us to wrestle
on a little longer in this vale of tears. We refer to Miss M. E. Steele,
of Tunbridge Wells; Miss Rebecca Watney, of Woking; Miss Clara
Woodward, of Kew, Dunedin, N.Z.; Mrs. Adams, eldest daughter of
the late beloved Dr. Doudney and so much beloved by "Nettie,"
to whose pen we are indebted for an appreciation; Miss A. M. Holder;
and Miss M. E. Winder. Lastly, the aged Mrs. Martha Goodrich, to
whom I have referred already; having attained the ripe age of 101
years she fell asleepin Jesus on July 23rd, 1923. On my last visit to her,
a fortnight before the end, I found her full of praise, and ready to
respond to every Scripture quoted. Before going up, I had been told
that she was a little depressed and low and the doctor had thought
it might be due to the weather or a headache. Perfectly clear: she
soon tQ\d me that she had been feeling very low in the morning, and
sbe went on to say, " I told the Lord I wanted Him to send some one
who would tell me of Jesus, and bless His dear Name, He has sent
you. Oh, He knows who and when to send. He never leaves me
nor forsakes me, because He has said, ' I will never leave thee.' It is
Jesus only I want, Jesus in the morning when I awake and all through
the day, and in the night, I know he is here by my bed." To every
Scripture repeated in her hearing she joined in and repeated it. She
followed the reading of part of Psa. lxxi, and entered with fervour
into" Now that I am old," etc., and repeatedly said" Forsake me not,"
at the same time reassuring herself that He would not, because He
had promised. She spoke of her sight having gone, and how she
used to love reading the sacred Word, "But now He sends kind friends
to read it to me. He is still all Love. Bless His Name." To the
remark, that doubtless she" felt very weary, but -that very weariness
found the rest of the everlasting Arms," sbe repeated over and over,
" Bless His Name, the everlasting Arms." To the question, "You
have no fear 1" She replied, " Oh no-I've nothing to fear, because
Jesus is with me all the time and has said He will never leave me nor
forsake me." She passed away peacefully and in great mercy painlessly, conscious to the last and like a tired child falling to sleep. Shc
was heard to ask for her children, and her son and two daughters
were all able to be with her. "Pray for me," and with the whispered
word" Jesus," she fell asleep in Him until the Resurrection morning.
Beloved reader, our paper has lengthened out, but we cannot close
it without one more reference to our text which heads it: "Thy
dead men shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise.
Awake and sing, ye that dwell in the dust; for thy dew is as the dew
of herbs and the earth shall cast out the dead." Three of those unassailable, unalterable, shalls of our God! It is the Word of a King
and all-powerful. They shall live; they shall arise; "The earth
shall cast out the dead." Job's faith grasped this blessed and comforting truth, " If a man die, shall he live again 1 All the days of
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mine appointed time will I wait, until my change come. ,.,Thou shalt
call, and I will answer thee; thou wilt have a desire to the work
of thine hand" (ch. xiv. 14, 15). And faith again soars as the dear
patriarch declares: "I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He
shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; and though after my
skin, worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God; Whom
I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another"
(xix. 25-27). A triplet of shalls again! And did not Jesus the Lord
of Resurrection Life declare it to the bereaved and sorrowing sisters
at Bethany's grave, "Thy brother shall rise again" 1 Take also those
glorious shaUs of 1 Cor. xv. This is the comfort and hope of the
Scriptures, and we sorrow not as those without hope for them that
sleep in Jesus. They are amongst the blessed dead who, having died
in Christ, await their call and shall live again: "The dead shall hear
the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear shall live."
Blessed Consolation! The Lord keep us " looking for that blessed
Hope and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ," Who with countless myriads of the redeemed will come
and re-unite us in a tearless world. There they arc, as the immortal
Toplady sang:
" Saved by His righteousness alone,
Spotless they stand before Thy throne,
And in the ethereal Temple chant His praise;
Himself among them deigns to dwell,
And face to face His light reveal;
Hunger and thirsb, as heretofore,

And pain and heat they know no more;
Nor need, at once. the sun's prolific rays;
Emmanuel near His people feeds,
'1'0 streams of joy perennial leads,
And wipes, for ever wipes, the tears from

ev~ry

face."

R.

Sermonf.S anlJ N Off!:! of Sermoll!:!.
WATCHING.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. :M:ARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
" And what I say unto you, I say unto all, Watch."-:M:ARK xiii. 37.
(Oontinued from p. 435.)
THERE is a Scripture in the second epistle written by Peter, the 1st
chapter, the 19th verse, a Scripture which we read at morning service
to-day, to which for a moment we turn. "We have also a more sure
word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a
light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the Day
Star arise in your hearts." The day star promises the sunrise. The
darkest hour, it is said, precedes the dawn, and it is during that darkest
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hour that t.Q.e day star becomes prominent and the other stars pale
away. The day star seems to stand out in relief upon the heavens.
So there is as this blessed Word, this most sure Word, indwells us,
that which answers in experience to the day star; the glorious Sunrise
is in reserve, but in anticipation of the Lord's Coming He Himself by
His grace rises in our hearts a Star of Hope. Oh, let us rejoice to-night
if this Advent season is to us a brighter Advent season than in former
years, that is, if the light of hope be brighter in our souls than in the
past-the hope of the Lord's coming again in His very blessed living
Person, the hope of seeing Him face to face and being changed in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, into His perfect likeness. This
is as it should be-is it so 1 Is the Day Star brightening in our hearts
to which Peter here refers-" until the Day Star arise in your hearts" 1
There is motion in this blessed hope. Ah, yes, as I have suggested,
the hope of the Lord's coming is, in the hearts of the Lord's living and
watchful people, a deepening hope, a strengthening hope, an enlarging
hope, the more assured hope, so that douht and exercises of soul about
the Lord's coming pale-as those other stars in the heavens just before
the sunrise-pale and pass away. Ab, if you love the Lord in His
Person you will love His appearing, and in proportion as you learn to
love Him the better you will love His coming again increasingly. It
is those who are not walking in a nearer fellowship with Him, who do
not commune with Him day by day, and seek not through His
appointed ordinances a closer walk with God, who are most exercised
about the Lord's coming. Such souls have need indeed to seek
renewing grace, recovering grace, to bring them back to the side of
their Lord and Master. Oh, look upon that dear man, Simon Peter.
Oh, remember his words, as we were reading them to-night, they
seemed so full of reality and power when the Lord Jesus said, " One
of you is going to betray Me." There were great searchings of heart
amongst them, and Peter signallcd to John, the beloved disciple, who
lay in the bosom of Jesus, to ask the I1'laster, " Lord, who is it 1" We
know that one of the other inspired Evangelists says that they questioned amongst themselves who it might be. Each thought it impossible,
I suppose, in his own case, excepting the guilty traitor who had already
received the thirty pieces of silver that he might have profit and advantage by selling the innocent blood. Peter, amongst the rest, wondered,
and he was anxious to know who it was, and the Lord answered
significantly without naming anyone of the twelve, " He it is to whom
I shall give a sop when I have dipped it," and He dipped the sop in
presence of them all, and Judas accepted it. Judas took it, though it
was the outward and visible sign of his horrible treachery, he took it,
and I suppose he ate it, for it is said" after the sop," he actually ate it
in the presence of John, Peter, and the rest, actually ate his own
damnation in the presence of Salvation, and he went out and the Lord
bade him do his horrible work as quickly as might be. And then
Peter-Peter's avowal of his superior love to the Lord-he knew now
who the traitor was, and I suppose that served to stimulate Peter's
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love to the Lord. He said, " Lord, I will go to death with Thee," and
the Lord Jesus said to poor, frail Peter, " Simon, before t.he cock crow
twice thou shalt have denied Me thrice." But the Lord recovered by
His sovereign grace and because His love to Peter was an unchangeable,
quenchless love, recovered that poor backsliding disciple, called him
afresh to His blessed side and commissioned him eminently to be a
~eacher and preacher to tempted souls, Satan-tempted souls. Ah,
if it be the case with any of us that we have wandered from the Lord,
denied Him in word or action, may He in His infinite mercy melt our
backsliding hearts a,nd recover us with strong crying and tears to His
blessed feet. The Day Star of Gospel hope will always guide us to
Christ. If we have been washed we are for jlllitification clean every
whit. Are our consciences tarnished and marred by known sin 1 We
wash again, confess our sin again, and are realizing renewing of soul
by the sprinkling of the atoning blood upon our hearts.
Once more, we are in Scripture led to study the hope of the Lord's
coming as it is spoken in connection with the final separation of the
true from the false, the living from the dead, professors from possessors,
sheep from goats. In the 25th of Matthew, as you know, we have that
marvellous scene depicted by the Lord Himself, so that you will take
it there is no over-colouring in it, or exaggeration in it, that all will
come to pass precisely as He said: that the Shcphcrd will sit upon the
Throne, that Great Shepherd of the sheep, and the whole extent of
nations, none excepted, shall be gathered to His great, His high, His
glorious Throne which is founded in righteousness, and justice, and.
truth. Before that Throne shall be gathered all nations coincidently
with His coming again, and He shall place the sheep on His right
hand and the goats on His left hand, and the great test will be service,
the great test will be works, because the works are the evidence of th.e
heart.
How blessed it is to realize, at any rate how blessed for believers
in Christ to-night to realize, that the Lord places the sheep at His right
hand before He says a word to them about their works. So it is not
works that placed them there, but the Hand that was pierced placed
them there. The Shepherd Who shed His precious blood for the flock,
it is Who bade them to His right hand. Hc is the great Divider of the
precious from the vile, the living from the dead, the true from the
false, the possessors from the professors. How do we anticipate, dear
young friends, that Great Assize 1 How do you look at it 1 Tremblingly and fearfully, or hopefully and joyously 1 Joyously and
hopefully if your belief is founded on the blood of the cross; tremblingly, I hope, and fearfully if you are still at enmity with God.
Therefore it is that to-night this great question is sought to le
impressed upon your consciences: How do you anticipate the coming
of the Lord 1 How do you look upon these great events when the
Lord shall separate then and for ever the two classes of characters of
which mankind are to-night composed 1 Ah, this question is vital.
This is the question of qnestions: How do you stand related to the
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coming again of the Lord Jesus and the separating of the sheep from
the goats?
Once more, in the 13th chapter of the Gospel of Matthew you have
the parable, as you remember, concerning the Kingdom of Heaven in
these words: "The Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a net, that was
east into the sea, and gathered of every kind: which, when it was full,
they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels,
but cast the bad away. So shall it be at the end of the world (or,
dispensation): the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from
among the just; and shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there
shall be wailing and gnashing," the gnashing of teeth. And then
Jesus said, " Have ye understood all these things?" And this is the
question I in this instant in His Name am asking: Have you understood
all these things? Can you respond with a " Yea," as these disciples
responded, "Yea, Lord." How far they did in very truth spiritually
apprehend that which the Lord had been stating in His parables we
cannot aver, but the question is not what they thought, or how much
or little they knew, but do we individually understand the momentousness and far-reaching consequences of these Scriptures as we have
them before us to-night regarding the Lord's second coming? And
then, lastly, in the 25th of Matthew, we have, as you all know, I trust,
that Heavenly picture of the coming of the Bridegroom for the Bride.
Just now there are two things going on; one is going on in Heaven
and the other is proceeding on earth. On earth the people are being
prepared for the Lord. ani! in Heaven the Lord is preparing a place for
that prepared people. Those two operations ar~ bemg continued
eoincidently, and it will be found finally that the completion of the
one will exactly synChronize with the completion of the other. It
will just be when the Lord shall have gathered in the last elect vessel
of mercy for the glory that the glory in all the preparation of it will be
found ready for the Church of God. Oh, let us dwell on these things,
these momentous truths, these solemn realities, and learn to regard
passing time and perishing sense as " the light dust of the balance."
If our minds are actuated by these realities life will be more sacred to
us, and time more solemn, and we shall be less anxious about the
article of death, because we shall be living in the power of Christ's
glorious resunection and in the fruition of the truth of His coming
agam.
May He add blessing to His Word and give us this grace of watchfulness that we may be found ready at His glorious appearing.
THE late Rev. W. H. Krause, M.A., of Dublin, said: "Every good
man is a hindrance to evil in the world; he hangs as a drag upon its
wheels; even his appearance throws a damp upon worldly people.
Though he may be a timid man, and not speak-or a prudent ma.n,
and think it not time to speak-whatever may withhold him from
speaking, yet he is a restraint; his very appearance is a rebuke."
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AQUILA AND PRISCILLA.
•
IT is a good and profitable pursuit to trace the minute providences
of God in bringing His own people to a knowledge of Himself.
He leads them into the deepest trials for their good even before
they are brought to a clear understanding of their interest in His
Covenant love. All His dealings have one aim: the prosperity of
their souls and the promotion of His glory. We first meet with these
two gracious characters in Acts xviii. 2, when Paul arrived at Corinth
as a stranger from Athens, following the Lord's leading in the ministerial office to which he was called.
Whether they found at the outset a union of heart is not indicated.
All we are told is that they were of the same craft, being tent makers.
May we not see here that our occupation is often used of the Lord for
the purpose of bringing us under the sound of the Word and into
close contact with the Lord's dear servants! But why were Aquila
and Priscilla in Corinth at all! We are informed in parenthesis that
Claudius had commanded all Jews to leave Rome, an edict which must
have caused dismay throughout that city in every home where the
Jews dwelt. Henceforth they must find shelter where they might,
and become wanderers in the earth. No reason is given for their
expulsion, and we may surmise that policy was the motive. From
Acts xi. 28 we learn that Agabus prophesied great dearth throughout
the world which came to pass in the days of Claudius Cresar. What
more probable than that the Roman Emperor, finding supplies diminishing in the city, should decide to reduce the population by expelling
the despised Jews. Be that as it may, the Lord governed the steps
they took and brought them to Corinth, to the same spot as His
servant, and as they worked a spiritual union commenced, which no
Roman Emperor nor other power in earth or hell could break. So
we find that when Paul left Corinth for Ephesus this worthy couple
accompanied him (verse 18) and they remained in that eity after the
Apostle returned to Antioch. They were now well instrueted in the
way of the Lord by the teaching of the Holy Spirit, and well informed
in Diyjne truth by the ministry of the Apostle, so that When Apollos
came to Ephesus and spake boldy in the synagogue, though an eloquent
man and mighty in the Scriptures, they discerned his lack of knowledge
in Divine things and were enabled to expound to him the way of God
more perfectly (verse 26). In the following chapter Paul again visits
Ephesus, but we find no reference to Aquila or Priscilla, and we can
only conclude they had left the place to resume their journey.
All we now read of them is in a few scattered references in the
Epistles which confi.rm all we might expect from the preceding remarks.
In 1 Cor. xvi. 19 they are eyjdently in the Apostle's company and
they join with him in sending greetings to the Church at Corinth,
the outcome of much spiritual intercourse with the saints there; and
not only so, we discover that in their house the people of God met
and a church existed there. Only a gathering of believers in Christ
is entitled to be described as a Gospel Church, and in t,hat home such

530
r

The Gospel Magazine

a church existed. In Rom. xvi. 3-5 we have a clear evidence of the
affectionate bond that existed between these dear saints and the
Apostle. It would appear that they had now been enabled to return
to Rome after six years' absence, and that must have meant the
removal of the ban of expulsion. Paul says of them, " who have for
my life laid down their own necks." What is included in these words
we cannot know in detail, but those who know what persecution
for the Gospel's sake is may judge in some measure. This is the true
spirit of Jesus Christ. Paul was ready to die at Jerusalem for the
name of the Lord Jesus Who at Jcrusalem died for him.
So in like manner were these saints of the Lord ready to lay down
all for the Gospel's sake. Their immediate business on their return
to Rome was to use again their home for the service of God, and to
the Church which met there the Apostle sends greeting.
The last letter Paul wrote was the second to Timothy, and by that
time he was a prisoner at Rome, awaiting his second trial before Nero.
Yet we find in 2 Tim. iv. 19 a salutation to PrisciIIa and Aquila, who
now were not at Rome but at Ephesus and still closely united to the
church there. These repeated journeys brought them into contact
with many of the Lord's people in various countries, all led into the
same sweet truths, and mutually edifying one another. Even so it is
now. It is the same Spirit which animates the family in all generations.
We find here a godly pair, equally yoked, always working harmoniously together as helpmeets indeed, ever ready to ohey the word of
the Lord and submit to His will through grace bestowed. They afford
a pattern of the gracious and providential leadings of a Covenantkeeping God for the comfort and instruction of the generations to
come. May we be found in the same path, loving the same truth,
and may we be found right at last.
Sale.
W. C.
CIVIL WAR IN CHINA.
THE awful condition of things in the province of Szechwan in China
is partially revealed in letters recently received. Szechwan is the largest
and most populous province in China. It has an area considerably
larger than France, and a population of 68,000,000. Suitingfu is
located in this province and is reached by a long journey up the
Yangtse and then by road. Here in this town our son and his wife
are seeking to bear testimony concerning the unsearchable riches
of Christ.
As our readers know, the government of China is in a chaotic
condition. Civil war prevails in Szechwan. Cities arc continually
changing hands-onc army capturing them from another. Letters
dated Sept. 7th and Sept. 11th and 12th were received from our son
on Oct. 23rd and 24th, giving a vivid account of the harrowing experiences of civil war through which he and his wife had just been passing.
A brigand leader and his army had been driven out of Suitingfu by
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the northern army in April last. He had, however, recently captured
two steamers on the Yangtse, loaded with ammunition. This enabled
him to gain a position of great advantage, and later he attacked
Suitingfu, which had been in possession of the Northern Army for four
months. On Sept. 6th, at 5.30 p.m., rifle firing commenced and
continued all night. On the 7th machine gun firing was heard.
Eventually the brigand leader entered the city, and the Northern Army
retreated across the river.
Writing on Tuesday, Sept. 11th, our son says, "Well, we are all
here, safe and sound, if tired, and I think the danger is over. When
I wrote last, it seemed as if Qen Teh Chi's (the brigand leader's)
triumph was complete. A number of people were shot and robbed,
but that is unfortunately only too common. Perhaps thirty or so
lost their lives on suspicion of being connected in some way with the
Northerners. On Sunday (Sept. 9th) things were qniet in the morning.
Just before the afternoon service a man arrived with the news that the
Northerners were returning in great force. During the service we
began to hear the firing, and I spoke briefly on 2 Kings vi. 16-' They
that be with us are more than they that be with them.' . . . The
firing was sometimes furious. Then there was a lull. At about 6.0
came the sound of big guns, and the firing continued all through the
night. . . . We were continually hearing the whizz of bullets, and
occasionally the shriek of shells. Bullets entered our wall. One
came through the window as my wife was dressing, and would have
wounded her if she had not just moved. We shall keep that bullet,
and praise God for t.he deliverance. Gradually people from houses
near by began to gather in our guest halls for safety. We heard that
the incoming troops were looting, and one of our people came in who
had lost everything, money, clothes, even 'bedding. As the morning
went on there was systematic looting of every house in every street.
. . . Many were beaten or wounded or even killed. Soon our guest
halls were filled with terrified people."
Our son goes on to tell of five soldiers who came to the mission
premises, and searched all the people who had taken refuge there,
and took all the money they had. They opened boxes in the dispensary,
breaking the lids in with their rifles, and took everything of value
belonging to a Chinese helper, including a lot of silk which he had
been collecting for his daughter's wedding.
During the day another lot of soldiers entered the missiou premises,
and it was afterwards found that they had stolen Mrs. Houghton's
silver wrist watch and a new afternoon-tea cloth.
At night several hundred people were taking refuge in the guest
halls and in the school of the mission premises. Many houses were
burnt down by the looting soldiers.
" One of our Christians on the main street lost about £180 worth
of goods. Others have lost in proportion. The Post Office was
robbed of everything and the postmaster wOilllded."
Our son concludes his letter by saying, " As far as personal danger
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is concerned, there is none at all as far as we are concerned, but it
has been a strain, and our hearts are aching for the people who have
passed through these horrors, and are now-many of them-almost
penniless."
Our readers will thus see that it is no light matter to go into the
far interior of China to preach the Gospel to the millions there who
are destitute of the privileges which we enjoy at home. Those who,
in obedience to their Lord's command, go out there, are called upon
to suffer great things for His Name's sake, even as the Apostle Paul
did, the great missionary to the Gentiles. We who arc at home,
however, in comparative comfort, need to support the Lord's witnesses,
who are in the front line, with our sympathy and witll our prayers.
EDITOR.

GOD'S "PECULIAR PEOPLE."
DECEMBER, 1923. The end of another year of graee is drawing nigh.
During its course how many unexpected blessings, how many unlookedfor deliverances, known and unknown, how many spiritual joys, how
many sweet confidences with our Risen Lord as " He talked with us
by the way." His banner over us has been love indescribable, and
Covenant faithfulness all the way. His smile has gladdened our spirits,
and we have had such beautiful glimpses of yet more to come that
the very joy has been almost overwhelming. We do indeed praise
our loving Lord and say, " Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not
all His benefits."
There have been "songs in the night" also. Some of us have
suffered pain and distress in temporal matters-some of us have borne
the keen sorrow of bereavement-some of us have had faith exercised
in very trying circumstances, but "He knoweth the way that I
take" has been our constant support. For He not only knows, He
cares, too, and shoulders the burden with us. Not alone do we walk;
we walk with Him. Many dear readers of this magazine have been
gathered home. We miss them, but rejoice with them also. They
are" with Christ, which is far better," oh! how very far better, for we
but taste the knowledge of His love here. We shall know it in fulness
on the other side. Christ is summoning His beloved ones rapidly
from the approaching storm and will ere long descend for the remainder
with the sleeping ones to meet Him in the air, and to be for ever together
with Him. So with all that distresses us, and the visible grief on
every side, there is the bow in the cloud as " we look not at the things
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for (mark this
word, dear reader) the things which are seen are temporal, but the
things which arc not seen are ete-mal."
And what are the" things which are not seen." We do not know all.
" How great is Thy goodness which Thou hast laid up." "Eye hath
not seen nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man
the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him." We
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do know some things in store, the sweet welcome, the freedom from
sin, freedom also from the distress of seeing our beloved Lord despised,
ignored, slandered, blasphemed on all sides. These things wound His
own dear ones to the very quick, and make them loathe the world
which treats Him thus. Why, why has He placed us here amidst the
despisers of His grace! Why does He in His sovereignty which is
omnipotent permit men thus to act! Why has He such forbearance!
I verily believe it is to enable His own dear people to understand
more fully their own sinfulness and helplessness and His own exceeding
love and patience. His eyes are on His Spirit-quickened ones, and
His heart is set upon them. They are so precious to Him, for He
sees them in Christ. Therefore they are lovely to Him. "Thou art
all fair, my love, there is no spot in thee." Why! Because Christ
" offered Himself without spot to God," and the Father beholds Him
who is " Himself the Victim and Himself the Priest" (see also 1 Pet. i.
19). "Redeemed . . . with the precious blood of Christ as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot." Therefore are we "found of
Him in peace without spot and blameless."
Dear child of God, what manner of persons ought we to be with
such a position! How holily and blamelessly ought we to behave,
seeing we have such a High Priest, such a Saviour, such an indwelling
in Him and He in us. Our lives should be songs of praise and we
should have a single eye to Him and to His glory. Our only fear
should be to grieve Him, our only joy-to serve Him, and our only
rapture-His smile.
There is a very sweet description which has fastened itself (or should
I rather say He has fastened it 1) upon me lately in 1 Pet. ii. 9: "Ye
are . . . a peculiar people." I heard this explained some years ago as
,. a precious people," after the meaning of " a treasure." There are
other renderings of sweet significance. In the margin of Scofield's
Bible, "a people of possession." In the Revised Version, "a people
for God's own possession." In Weymouth, "a people belonging
specially to God." In Moffatt, "the people who belong to Him."
But the fullest explanation of this very beautiful expression is one
which has been so kindly given to me at my request by a highly valued
and highly gifted student of God's Holy Word thus: "Literally
means 'for acquisition,' hence 'a people for acquisition,' that is,
'peculiarly God's own.' In Exodus xix. 5 in the Septuagint, 'Ye
shall be to me a peculiar (acquired) people from all nations.' In
Acts xx. 28 the word ' purchased' is ' acquired,' just the same word
as in 1 Pet. ri. 9. Hence the word implies' purchased' or ' acquired
possession.' The' peculiar people' of the Authorized Version expresses
the old English idea of ' peculiar' from' peculium '-private possession.
The Church is God's Peculium. The word is allied to 'pecuniary.'
We are God's pecuniary people, bought with a price, His very own,
acquired especially for Him."
Thus, dear reader, see how very, very comprehensive and sweet this
expression-" a peculiar people "-is, and though applying to the
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chosen people of Israel, yet let us thank God for the precious words
in Gal. iii. 29, " If ye be Ohrist's, then are ye Abraham's seed and heirs
according to the promise." Note how all blessings, all promises, all
assurances, all possessions, are ours in Christ.
Before ending this paper I would affectionately note how closely
editor and writers and readers of this venerable family magazine are
brought in touch with each other through its pages. For writers
receive loving words from loving readers which cheer the spirit and
unite hearts in bonds of eternal love. In Col. ii. 19 we read of " the
Head from which all the body by joints and bands ·having nourishment
ministered, and knit together increaseth with the increase of God."
And it is a point to observe that the increase is of God. I find in the
GOSPEL lIUGAZINE of 1853, seventy years ago, the same loving spilit
prevailed and animated all. The continuous stream of love from the
Fountain of love has been flowing through all the years. The same
characteristics mark the people of God, keen perception of sin, keen
longing not to be self-deceived, keen faithful counsel based on the
living Word of God, keen conflict of soul culmin3.ting always in victoryvictory through the blood of the Lamb. The love of Christ has divided
us from the world and united us to each other in Him. We are" a
peculiar people," specially belonging to Him, acquired by Him. And
now as of old He says, " Fear not, little flock, it is your Father's good
pleasure to g·ive you the kingdom." And He will see to it.
Let us go on and be of good courage, " looking off unto Jesus." For
our citizenship is in heaven and we are" God's own private possession,"
His purchase and therefore His special care. What a blessed position,
what a high honour, what exalted love, love which passeth (or is beyond)
all understanding. Our hearts respond with fervour, "Let me lov"
Thee, let me rest in Thee, let me dwell in Thee and dwell Thou in me
more and more, more and more to all eternity." •
NETrJE.

NEITHER MURlVIUR YE.
IT was more as a matter of fact than of complaint that Esther explained
to Mordecai that she had not been called unto the king for thirty days.
We can searcely think that she was entirely possessed with love and
longing for him, and even less would it appear that love to her was
his overwhelming passion while he left her unnoticed in the same
building for so loug. It was just a fact that she had not been sent
for, and that made her undertaking very, very much more difficult.
The words, however, have often been adopted by the children of
God to express their sorrowful longing for the love and embraces of
the Lord. They have felt as if He thought not of them, almost as
if He had forgotten them, while they battled along in weariness and
painfulness. They mourn, as the psalmist says, in their complaint,
" When wilt thou come unto me ~" But it is an unspeakable mercy,
it is the work of the Holy Spirit Himself, that through all discourage-
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ments and conflicts they follow Him still with prayers and supplications: that they give Him no rest, but seek His face continually in
His Word and in His worship, looking for His blessed footsteps, watching the work of His hand, hearing even the breathing of His lips. No
day's experience comes of itself or is lost upon those who are being
prepared for a heavenly place. It was God Who ordered every detail
in Solomon's holy house and had it recorded for all time. May we
not think that when the heavenly temple of Christ is completed, the
living ones who compose it will see in God's light all the way they
have been led, with an understanding and a perception that at present
is beyond them! Which of them has been without complaints from
the gentle reproach of Martha and Mary to the irrepressible outbursts
of Jeremiah 1 " Lord," said the two sisters (and Mary was not beyond
Martha), "if Thou hadst been here my brother had not died." "0
Lord, Thou hast deceived me and I was deceived" was the stronger
language, but begotten of the same disappointment, of Jeremiah.
They may not have been murmuring or rebelling, but their sorrows
were stirred and their hearts pressed beyond measure at the hardness
of the way, and their own helplessnesses. Moses felt the·~same.
" Lord, wherefore hast Thou so evil entreated this people! Why is it
that Thou hast sent me 1 . . . Neither hast .Thou delivered Thy
people at all." He was at a standstill and without power. Gideon
was the same. "0 my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel! My
family is poor . . . and I am the least." The journey was too great
for them, to use the compassionate words of the angel of the Lord. Is
it not now as it was then! How can ministers preach if the Lord is
silent, if neither text nor thought comes 1 What have they 1 Where
are they to get supplies-a.s the starving king asked-out of the barn
floor, or out of the wine-press, when the one is swept and the other is
empty 1 How can the lambs, or even the sheep, of Christ's fold hold
their own, by any strength of their own, with men of the world, who
in their generation are wise! " The burden and heat of the day"
have to be borne indoors or out, but the ear of the Lord is never weary
of hearing complaints, and His arm is never shortened that it cannot
save. It was an unbelieving lord who despaired of help. It was a
prophet of God who told of incredible plenty.
I was once thinking of the text, " The soul of the people was
much discoUraged because of the way," and looked it up, not quite
certain of the context, but in hopes that some great blessing or deliverance was sent to the weary wanderers. But alas! the best thing was
that the Lord heard their murmurings and sent fiery serpents to bite
them. I looked up the reference to it in the Epistle (1 Cor. x. 10 and
foll.)-" Neither murmur ye as some of them also murmured and were
destroyed." " God is faithful . . . will with the temptation make a
way to escape." How little we read of the apostles' complaining.
They rejoiced that they might suffer with Christ. They took joyfully
the spoiling of their goods. They looked up and looked forward. They
believed in God Who had undertaken for them before they thought
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of Him. They believed also in Christ, the Personation of His Father's
love, and their Saviour. They knew and felt and experienced the
teachings and the comforts of the blessed Spirit. They believed that
their light affiiction was but for a moment. An exceeding and eternal
weight of glory was to follow. And so they looked at the things which
were not seen, and followed the Lamb whithersoever He led. They
praised God, even though chains and guards kept them awake to do
it. He was worthy of their trust. Their conditions did not trouhle
them, for love and grace and peace were multiplied, and they were
" safe in the arms of Jesus."
FOLLOWER-ON.

JOTTINGS IN TR.OUBLOUS TIMES.
THE true Church of God has no expectation of a better world before
the return of the Lord Jesus Christ to reign. When men and women
are regenerated hy the Holy Spirit, and helieve what He has said in
the Holy Scriptures, they come to see that they teach that the world
will grow worse and worse until the Day of the Lord, which ends
with" the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus
Christ" (Titus ii. 13, R.V.).
A noteworthy illustration of this is the case of l\fiss Christahel
Pankhurst, LL.B., whose name was so mnch before the puhlic eye a
few years ago. Having been brought, as oue hopes, by God's sovereign
grace, to the Lord Jesus as her Saviour, she sees things in quite a
different light, and has written a hook entitled, " The Lord Cometh.':
I give an extract from a chapter of her book published in The Prophetic
N eU's arul I srae!'s Watchman, edited by Pastor Marsh: "I write on
no hasty impulse, but after steady and prolonged consideration. I
affirm my conviction that Jesus Christ is coming again, in accordanr.e
with God's revealed purpose, to ' gather together in one all things in
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are in earth, even in Him' (Eph. i. 10). Mter nineteen hundred years 'all things on
earth' are still very far from being 'gathered together in Christ.'
Millions do not own His Name. Even in so-called Christendom,
multitudes reject Him. The world's ways are not according to His will.
This age is largely a Christ-defying age. When Moses' delayed to
come down out of the mount' the people demanded 'other gods,'
saying, , As for this Moses, we wot not what is become of him.' There
are many, many who are thinking thus of the world's Redeemer while
He remains still absent from our sight. 'Whom having not seen, ye
love; in Whom though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice
with joy unspeakable and full of glory: receiving the end of your
faith, even the salvation of your souls' (1 Pct. i. 8, 9) . . . . The world
is in this evil, troubled condition because He is still away who alone
can give it wise, just, and righteous governance. How true His word!
-true for one and for all, for the individual and for the nations:
, Without Me ye can do nothing.' "
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This instance reminds us that those who now are" alar off" may,
by God's sovereign grace, be " made nigh," in His own time, and should
encourage us to go on sowing the good seed of the Word. "In the
m!>rning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand:
for thou knowest not which shall prosper, whether this or that, or
whether they both shall be alike good" (Eccles. xi. 6).

*

*

*

*

*

The first two institutions of God, designed for the welfare and happiness of mankind, viz., the Sabbath, and Marriage, which have existed
from the Creation unto the present day, are now especially subject
to the attacks of the evil one and his children. In all countries the
observance of the Sabbath is sadly broken down, and men are doing
their own pleasure on the Lord's Day; while the number of divorces
granted in " civilized" countries is shocking, betraying the unhappiness that exists in countless homes. How different things are where
husband and wife are one in the Lord, and the household is ruled in
His fear, and where Christian love and forbearance are exercised.
The breaking down of these two Divine institutions, established by
God, from the very first, after man was created and placed upon the
earth, seems to be one of the signs that we are very near to the closing
days of the present dispensation.
Lloydminster (Sask.),
ROBERT J. NoYEs, B.D.
Canada.
THE CALVINISM OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND AS CONTAINED IN HER FORWlULARIES AND ELUCIDATED BY
THE WRITINGS OF THE CHIEF ENGLISH REFORl\1ERS.
By THE LATE REV. JOHN HUNTER, OF BATH.
IV. ON PREDESTINATION AND ELECTION.
CHURCH FORMULARIES.
ARTICLE XVII.-" Predestination to life is the everlasting purpose of
God, whereby (before the foundations 'of the world were laid) He
hath constantly decreed, by His counsel secret to us, to deliver from
curse and damnation those whom He hath chosen in Christ out of
mankind, and to bring them by Christ to everlasting salvation, as
vessels made to honour. . . . The godly consideration of predestination and our election in Christ is full of sweet, plea.sant, a.nd unspeakable comfort to godly persons, and such as feel in themselves the
working of the Spirit of Christ, mortifying the works of the flesh
and their earthly members, and drawing up their mind to high and
heavenly things."
LITURGY.-" Make Thy chosen people joyful."-Morning Se,·vice.
LITURGY.-" 0 Almighty God, Who hast knit together Thine elect in
one communion and fellowship in the mystical body of Thy Son
Christ our Lord."-Collect for All Saints' Day.
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CATECHISM.-" God the Holy Ghost, Who sanctifieth me, and all the
elect people of God."
. . .• "Almighty God. our heavenly Father, Who hast purchased to
Thyself an universal Church, by the precious blood of Thy dear Son."
Prayers (in the Ember Weeks).
. . .. "Beseeching Thee, of Thy gracious goodness, shortly to accomplish the number of Thine elect, and to hasten Thy kingdom."-Burial Service.
HOMILIES.-" God, of His special favour towards them, whom He hath
appointed to everlasting salvation, hath so offered His grace especially,
and they have so received it fruitfully, that although by reason of
their sinful living outwardly they seemed before to have been the
children of wrath and perdition, yet now the Spirit of God working
mightily in them, unto obedience to God's will and commandments,
they declare, by their outward deeds and life, in the showing of mercy
and charity, which cannot come but of the Spirit of God, and His
especial grace, that they are the undoubted children of God, appointed
unto eve1'lasting life."-Sermon of Almsdeeds.
ENGLISH REFORMERS.
CRANMER.-" Certain it is that our election cometh only and wholly
of the benefit and grace of God, for the merits of Christ's passion,
and for no part of our merits and good works. -Annotations.
F. E. C., vo!. iii, p. 91.
LATIMER.-" God knoweth His elect, and diligently watcheth an~l
keepeth them, so that all things serve to their salvation. The nature
of fire is to burn all that is laid in it; yet God kept the three young
men in Babylon, that they bumt not. And Moses saw a bush
on fire, but it burnt not. So false doctrine as fire burneth, it
corrupteth. But God kept His elect that they were not corrupted
with it, but always put their trust in one everliving God through
t.he death of Jesus Christ our Lord."-Ser11lon on Matt. xxii. 21.
F. E. C" vo!. ii, p. 656.
RlDLEY.-" I doubt not in the infinite goodness of my Lord God, nor
in the faithful fellowship of His elect and chosen people, but at both
their hands in my cause, ye shall rather find the more favour and
grace. . . . And who is he that knoweth the cause to be God's,
to be Christ's quarrel, and of His Gospel, to be the co=onweal of all
the elect and chosen children of God, of all the inheritors of the
kingdom of heaven 1-who is he, I say, that knoweth this assuredly
by God's Word, and the testimony of his own conscience, as I, through
the infinite goodness of God, not of myself, but by His grace, acknowledge myself to do 1-who is he, I say, that knoweth this, and both
loveth and feareth God; in deed and in truth loveth and believeth
his Master Christ, and His blessed Gospel, loveth his brotherhood,
the chosen children of God, and also lusteth and longeth for everlasting life 1-who is he, I say again, that would not, or cannot find
in his heart, in this cause to be content to die 1 "-Ridley's Fa'rewel!.
F. E. C., vo!. iv, pp. 35-43, 44.
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HOOPER.-" I believe that this corruption of nature, otherwise called
original sin, is the fountain and root of all sins: for the which all
the miseries and adversities that we endure in this present life, as
well in body as soul, do come unto us; yea, and in the end double
death: that is to say, both of body and soul. These be the fruits
and rewards of sin. But, although the same be due and common
to all men generally, nevertheless, the I,ord, through His mercy, hath
reserved to Himself a certain number (which are only known to Himself); the which He hath drawn from this corrupt heap, and hath
sanctified and cleansed the same in the blood of His Son Jesus Christ;
and by meaDS thereof hath made them vessels of election and honour,
apt unto all good works."-Confession of Faith. F. E. C., vol. v,
.
p. 438.
BRADFORD.-" Election is the free mercy and grace of God in His own
will, through faith in Christ His Son, choosing and preferring to lifc
such as pleaseth Him."
. . .. "I speak of that faith, which indeed is the true faith, the
justifying and regenerating faith. I believe, I say, that this faith
and belief in Christ is the work and gift of God, given unto none
other than to those which be the children of God; that is, to those
whom God the Father, before the beginning of the world, hath predestinated in Christ unto eternal life. Thus do I wade in predestination in such sort as God hath patefied and opened it. Though in
God it be first, yet to us it is last opened; and, therefore, I begin
with creation, from whence I come to redemption, so to justification
and so to election. On this sort, I am sure, that warily and wisely
a man may walk in it easily by the light of God's Spirit in and by
His Word, seeing this faith not to be given to all men (2 Thess. iii.) ;
but to such as are born of God, predestinate before the world· was
made, after the purpose and good will of God, which will we may
not call into disputation, but in trembling and fear submit ourselves
to it as to that which can will none otherwise than that which is holy,
right, and good, how far soever otherwise it seem to the judgment
of reason, which must needs be beaten down to be more careful for
God's glory than for man's salvation, which dependeth only thereon,
as all God's children full well see; for they seek not the glory which
cometh from men, but the glory which cometh from God."-Epistles.
F. E. C., vol. vi, pp. 188-190.
JEWEL.-" You were blind, the children of wrath, without understanding, without God, and without hope. But God hath had
mercy upon you, and hath given you grace to know your calling.
Herein it appeareth that you are the chosen of God, and of the flock
of Christ."
. . .. "God hath chosen you from the beginning, his election is sure
for ever. The Lord knoweth who are His. You shall not be
deceived with the power and subtilty of antichrist; you shall not
fall from grace; you shall not perish."-On the Thessalonians.
F. E. C., vol. vii, pp. 134, 385.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,--Notwithstanding the trials and difficulties of tile
present day, we have been enabled to press forward in circulating
much good literature on sea and land. God is blessing the good seed
thus sown. While the bulk of our literature consists of magazines,
books of a larger size are constantly needed for libraries, and lending
to men who are willing to read, and we shall be thankful to friends
who can look over their shelves and spare some volumes for the work.
Opportunities abound for service amongst our men, and books that
have been a blessing to our friends may go on a wider service of blessing
to others. Dear Mrs. Adams' saying in this month's magazine is
good. "Any blessing the Lord gives must be passed on . . . and it
is so lovely to help other pilgrims on the Homeward path,"
21, Fi,.jield St"eet, Toltel'rlown,
Yours sincerely,
B1·isto/., November, 1923.
R. E. BRIDEll.
"The Church of Rome avowed at the Reformation that she retained vestments for the purpose of setting forth the' majesty' of
the sacrifice of the Mass (Council of Trent, sess. xxii., chap. 5). On
the other hand, there is not one instance of any minister of our Church
(Church of England) wearing the Chasuble under our Reformed Prayer
Book for three centuries after the Reformation. "-Church Association
Tract, The Mass Vestments.
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llhotcatRnt iSearon.
RESERVATION OF THE SACRAMENT AND THE NEW
TESTAlI'l:ENT.
IT is well known that the Church of England at present forbids the
practice of reservation. It declares in the twenty-eighth Article that
.. the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was not by Christ's ordinance
reserved, carried about, lifted up, or worshipped." This declaration
takes us back not to the second or third centuries, or to the custom
of medimval times, or to the ordinance of any Church or Council, but
to the teaching of Christ Himself as given in the New Testament.
Having recalled the four accounts of the institution of the Lord's
Supper as given ill the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke and in the
First Epistle to the Corinthians, the Reformers declare that there is
not a particle of evidence for the practice of reservation in the New
Testament. Our Lord Jesus Christ, Who instituted the Supper,
deliberately and carefully refrained from practising and from enjoining
the reservation of the bread and wine. It follows from this that no
Scriptural authority can be produced for this practice. Nor is there
any Scriptural warrant for the practice of worshipping and adoring
the reserved Sacrament. Still keeping the teaching of the Bible in
their minds, our Reformers declared that" no adoration is intended,
or ought to be done, either unto the sacramental Bread or Wine there
bodily received, or unto any corporeal presence of Christ's natural
Flesh and Blood. For the sacramental Bread and Wine remain still
in their very natural substances, and therefore may not be adored
(for that were idolatry, to be abhorred of all faithful Christians); and
the natural Body and Blood of our Saviour Christ are in heaven, and
not here; it being against the truth of Christ's natural body to be
at one time in more places than one." (Black Rubric at end of
Communion Service.) It is a significant fact that the English Church
Union propose to omit this mbric. It is also highly significant that
at the Annual Meeting of this Union, held in 1917, a resolution was
una.nimously passed pledging the Union to the belief that, .. by the
custom of the whole Church the Blessed Sacrament ought to be reserved
in parish churches for the purpose of Communion," and maintaining
that no authority .. should issue regulations for the purpose of preventing the access of the faithful for devotion to the place where the
Blessed Sacrament is so reserved." l'he appeal here is not to any
ordinance of Christ but to the custom of the Church, as if human
customs should set aside the teaching of the inspired Word of God.
It is this lamentable failure to base all teaching and practice on the
Word of God which is responsible for so many of the troubles that
distract the Church of England at this time. Where in the New
Testament are thcre any prescribed words of thanksgiving in connection
with the partaking of the Lord's Supper? Where do we read of
sacrificing priests, high altars, lights, incense, mass vestment'!, elaborate
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ritual, and prayers for the"departed? There is no mention of snch
things. It is pitiable in the extreme that men who are ministers in
the professing Church should have so far departed from the simplicity
of the first Lord's Supper as to desire these things.
We would ask the question, is there any warrant in the New Testament for reserving the sacrament for the sick or for the dying? Did
our Lord, when He instituted the Supper on the night of His betrayal,
reserve any of the bread and wine for which He gave thauks to God?
Even those who call themselves Anglo-Catholics will admit that our
Lord knew all the things that were abont to happen after He had
instituted the supper. He knew of His betrayal, and His death by
crucifixion and of His triumphant resurrection. He knew He was
about to be " numbered with the transgressors." He knew He would
be crucified between two thieves. He knew that one of those two
thieves would repent and turn to Him in faith. He knew that the
penitent thief's crucifixion would issue in his death. Yet He had not
l'eserved the sacrament for him when He instituted the. Supper the
evening before, nor had He made arrangements for the baptism of
the penitent thief. If our Lord had held the sacramental views of
Anglo-Catholics He would have given immediate orders to the beloved
disciple who was standing by to bring water for the baptism of the
penitent thief. He would also have bidden him, if the Sacrament
had been reserved in the upper room, to carry it with all speed to the
place called Calvary and there and then to administer it to the gracesaved thief ere he died. No such concern about the urgent need of
the two Sacraments under those circumstances was evinced by our
Lord. No idea that the outward signs were absolutely essential for
the penitent robber's salvation was entertained by our Lord Jesus
Christ. So far from insisting on the Sacraments we read that when
the poor dying thief turned to Him and said, "Lord, remember me
when Thou comest into Thy kingdom," the Lord Jesus graciously
and assuringly said to him, "Verily I say unto thee, To-day shalt
thou be with Me in paradise." We do not undervalue the Lord's
Supper, but we assert that there is no warrant in Scripture for its
reservation for any purpose whatever, nor is there any warrant for
pressing it upon even Christian people either during sickness or when
death is approaching. The alleged need for reservation for the sick
and dying is fonnded on a sad failure to follow the teaching and guidance of the New Testament in reference to the Supper of the Lord.
The great need of to-day is to get back to the Scripturcs.-The English
Churchman.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE year closes with manifold tokens of the Lord's blessing upon the
Society, and the Committee praise God for His favour to the Institution
and pray that many more of His people may join them in this ministration to aged pilgrims. Steadfast to discriminating truth, all snvplies
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have been vouchsafed, so that this month a grant of 10s. is being
made to each of the 1021 pensioners in addition to their monthly
payments, and those in the eight Homes are receiving through our
Lady_ Visitors special attention.
Sales of Work are financially useful and the means of obtaining
new subscribers, an object the Committee continually keep in view.
Cranbrook, Hawkhurst, Lewes, and Eastbourne have rendered valuable
help, and several Churches have had collections after sermons. The
Brighton Auxiliary, under the management of our valued Hon.
Secretary, Mr. Isaac Farncombe, and the Lady Visitors, had an unusually good Anniversary and Sale. Mr. W. J. E. Chambers presided
over the Afternoon Meeting, and addresses were given by the Revs.
J. W. Dance, A.K.C., J. H. Hallet, J. K. Popham, and J. E. Flegg.
St. Mary, Woolnoth, was filled when the Rev. F. J. Hamilton,
D.D., preached the City Sermon from Psalm ciii. 5. Three of John
Newton's hymns were sung, and the entire service was attended by
life, savour, and power. Many of our most active supporters were
present; an excellent collection was taken.

iltebiews an1J jl.otires of 1Ooob.
Pp. 94. Price 6d., post free. (Sovereign Grace
Union, The Parsonage, 98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
This pampWet of ninety-foUl' pages contains the five papers on the
A.tonement read at the Ninth Annual Conference of the S.G.U., held
at Grove Chapel, Camberwell, in May last. The subject was divided
into (1) "The Atonement and the Covenant of Grace," (2) "The
Atonement and Christ's Headship," (3) "The Atonement and Christ's
Priestly Office," (4) " The Atonement and Christ's Death," (5) " The
Atonement and Christ's Intercession." These papers were contribnted
by Mr. J. K. Popham, the Revs. R. J. Crump, J. Wharton, H. J.
Drummond, and Mr. J. E. Hazelton. The Conference Sermon was
preached by the Rev. F. Peacock. Other speakers at the many meetings of the Conference were the Revs. W. Sykes, W. Sinden, R. H.
1'a:lbot, Pastor J. Willoughby and Mr. A. Lythgoe.
The Conference Sermon is largely occupied with an able and helpful
unfolding of the teaching of the earlier chapters of Leviticus by way
of introduction to the great truth that" It is the blood that maketh
[In atonement for the soul."
The papers on the Atonement are all good, though naturally they vary
in depth ancl fulness of treatment. The same may be said of all the
other addresses and notes of sermons printed in this Report. On the
subject of the Inspiration of the Old Testament, Pastor Willoughby's
paper strikes us as particularly good. The whole Report, however, is
full of good things, and all who value the old foundation truths of the
Gospel and the distinctive doctrines of grace wi]) read it with pleasure.
THE ATONEMENT.
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My POCKET COMPANION, 1924. Edited bv Mr. H. H. Martin. Price
2d. (Protestant Truth Society, 4, St'-Paul's Churchyard, London,
E.C.4).
"My Pocket Companion," by Mr. H. H. Martin, has now been issued
for many years and has gained a well-established place among the
many pocket almanacs published each year. Besides the almanac and
diary pages there are about twenty pages occupied with short, racy
articles on such topics as Spiritualism, The Russian Movement, AngloCatbolicism, and the Continental Sunday. All who have used this
almanac as a pocket companion will doubtless want to possess it again.
Its production bears evidence of much careful and prayerful thought
and labour.
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND ALMANAC for 1924. Compiled by Captain
J. W. D. Barron, J.P. Price 2d., post free 2id. Bonnd in
Cloth 9d., post free lOd. (Church Association, 13 and 14 Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2).
This is the thirty-sixth year of the issue of this admirable almanac.
It is illustrated with a portrait of the Solicitor-General (Sir. T. W. H.
Inskip), for whose stand for Protestant principles we are all most
thanldul. It also has a picture of St. John's Church, Harborne, with
a brief history of the Church.
The King's Protestant Declaration and the Coronation Oath are
printed in full. The Romish teaching of the English Church Union
on the Lord's Supper and on Reservation is also quoted and should
be specially noted in view of the revision of the Prayer Book in a
Romeward direction. There is also much valuable information about
the Church Association Trust, the National Assembly, and about
Ritualistic Societies. Lists of Home, Colonial, and Missionary Bishops
and of His Majesty's Chief Officers of State are also given. The
almanac should be found on every reading desk in our Churches, and
it should be in the hands of every Protestant Churchman.
"THE doctrine of the Atouement-the reconciliation of men to
God by virtue of the Substitulionary Sacrifice of the God-man, Christ
Jesus-is the central doctrine of Christianity. It is the foundationstone, the removal of which must inevitably result in the collapse of
the whole edifice. This precious truth, like its Divine Author, is
changeless and everlasting. The unwilling may reject it, the sceptical
may deride it: it remains impregnable against all assaults. j1lJ.agna
est verita.Y, et prrevalibit."-Letler to the" Engli.Yh Ohurchman," Apr·;l
1st, 1915, by Hetbert Houghton, who was killed at the battle of the Somme,
July 3td, 1916.
. END OF VOLUME LVIII.-NEW SERIES.
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