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EVERLASTING MERCY.
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.

" But the mercy of the LORD is from eve1'lasting to everlasting upon
them thai fear Him."-PsALM ciii. 17.

of the thoughts prominent in the minds of. the members of
GqD'S family in the closing month of the year relates to Divine
mercy. Though all GOD'S children experience more or . less of
Divine discipline, yet they are deeply conscious, as they review
the past, of the merCIes which the LORD has showered upon them.
In fact they believe with the Psalmist that" All the paths of the
LORD are mercy and truth unto such as keep His Covenant and
His testimonies" (Psa. xxv. 10). It is His habit to show mercy
unto His people. The prayer of the members of His family may
appropriately be expressed in the words of the l32nd verse of the
119th Psalm, where the Psalmist says, "Look Thou upon me, and
be merciful unto me, as Thou usest to do unto those thai love Thy
Name." The LORD is in the habit of being merciful unto those
that love His Name. What a mercy that is! Mercy is the theme
of the l03rd Psalm. The summary of its contents says, "An
exhortation to bless GOD for His mercy, and for the constancy
thereof." There are three periods in the history of GOD'S people
when they experience His mercy.
First, they experience it when they do not desire His mercy,
when. they are indifferent to His mercy, and when they are in
rebellion against His authority, and are dead in trespasses and
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sins. This description of their state by nature is referred to by
the Apostle in his Epistle to the Ephesians. "But," says the
Apostle, "GoD, Who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith
He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us
together with CHRIST (by grace ye are saved), and hath raised us
up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in CHRIST
JESUS" (ii. 4-6). He did not wait till we cried for mercy, but
while we were still dead in sins and "walking according to the
prince of the power of the air," He manifested His mercy towards
us and displayed His quickening and regenerating power.
Secondly, GOll'S people experience His mercy when, be.ing
awakened by the SPIRIT, ::md being aware of their guilt and of
their danger, they cry to Him for mercy, and sedr His pardoning
grace. The case of the prodigal son beautifully illustrates this.
When he arose and came to his father, seeking his forgiveness,
his father" had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed
him," and arranged that he should be clothed with the best robe
and received with joy into the family. So when, through grace,
the wicked man forsakes his way and the unrighteous man forsakes
his thoughts, and returns unto the LORD, the LORD will havemercy
upon him and will abundantly pardon. (See Isa. Iv. 7.) What
a mercy that He shows mercy to the penitent and believing sinner!
How awful would be our case, if our GOD were not a GOD of mercy
to His people!
.
Thirdly, GoD'S people experience His mercy all through their
subsequent history. This is the mercy of which the Psalmist
speaks when he says, "The mercy of the LORD is from everlasting
to everlasting upon them that fear Him." They who fear Him are
those into whose hearts He has put His fear-His regenerated and
justified people. The words "them that fear Him" occur three
times in our Psalm. (See verses 11, 13, 17.) To such the LORD
continually shows His mercy. His mercy to them endureth for
ever.
The mercy of the LORD is an inexhaustible theme. We propose
only to refer to it as it is set forth in this Psalm.
1. First, it is forgiving mercy.
" Bless the LoRD, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits:
Who forgilJeth all thine iniquities " (verses 2, 3). Even we, who
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aie members of the LORD'S family, daily need His forgiving mercy.
Our daily aim is no doubt to fear the LORD and to walk in His
ways. We desire to walk worthily of Him unto all pleasing. But
how much we come short! "In many things we offend all"
(James iii. 2). " If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us" (1 John i. 8). Though walking
in the light, we still need the blood of JESUS CHRIST, GoD'S SON,
to cleanse us from all sin. Nay, we need it all the more, because
we are walking in the light, as GOD is in the light. We become
all the more conscious of our moral defilements, as we walk in
closer proximity to our GOD, Whose Name and Character are Holy.
But what a mercy it is that He is still merciful, and that we may,
through the blood of JESUS, continually draw near to the throne
of grace to obtain fresh mercy, and to find fresh grace to help us
in our times of need! Well, He "forgiveth all thine iniquities."
He welcomes thee still though thou hast sinned against Him, and
He gives thee a fresh sense of His pardoning mercy. He" passeth
by the transgression of the remnant of His heritage." He" will
s\lbdue our iniquities." He will cast all our sins into the deptbs
of the sea. "He delighteth in mercy" (Micah vii. 18, 19).
2. Secondly, the meroy of the LORD towards His people consists
of temporal as well as spir·itual mercies.
He "healeth all thy diseases." Bodily complaints come to His
people as well as to others, but how often He heals and restores !
They rightly use means, but He makes use of the means for the
healing and restoring of His people.
He "redeemeth thy life from destruotion." Thy life hath often
been in peril during the past year. There have been perils in the
home, perils in the street, perils in the lane, perils in the workshop,
perils in the office, perils above, below and around. Thou hast
been in peril in thy journeys by land and by water. But out of
all these perils He hath delivered thee. He hath redeemed, and
gone on redeeming, thy life from destruction.
He "orowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies."
There may have-been times when one mercy has followed another
in quick succession, and at last a mercy has been bestowed which
was more outstanding than the rest, and you have felt, this is the
crowning ·mercy. But this is not all.
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He "satisfieth thy nwuth with good things, so that thy youth lS
renewed like the eagle's." His mercies have been so many -that
you have taken your fill of them and felt satisfied. Your cup has
run over. You felt you had all you needed, and abounded. You
had been weak and depressed, but His mercies have had the effect
of reviving and renewing you, so that you feel young again. Thus
in a variety of ways the LORD hath shown mercy to you. In
temporal things and spiritual His mercy has shone out. Moreover, these mercies are not bestowed once for all. You experience
them continually. The verbs are all in the present tense. It
does not say, He forgave, healed, redeemed, crowned, satisfied,
and then left thee, but He "forgiveth," "healeth," " redeemeth,"
"crowneth," "satisfieth." He is doing these things more or less
every day. We have reason therefore to say, "Every day will I
bless Thee; and I will praise Thy Name for ever and ever" (Psa.
cxlv. 2).
3. Thirdly, the me.rey 0/ the LORD may be described as plenti/ttl.
" The LoRD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous
in merey" (verse 8). There is a plentiful supply of His mercy.
It never becomes exhausted. We need never fear that He has
come to the end Of His mercy. "According to His abu;~dant meroy
He hath begotteli us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection
of JESUS CHRIST from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptihle.
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away" (1 Pet. i. 3, 4). He
abundantly pardoned us when we first drew near to His throne
of grace, and He is still plenteous in mercy. We need neverdespair. We need to be ashamed for our sins. We need to mourn
over our forgetfulness of Him. We need to smite upon our breasts
as we realize how much we fail, how cold is our love, hQW cold our
zeal, and how small are our labours in the work of the LORD. . But
though we are never worthy of His mercy, His mercy is ever
abundant towards His people. " Thou, LORD, art good, and ready
to forgive; and plenteous in merey unto all them that call upon
Thee" (Psa. lxxxvi. 5).
4. Fourthly, how undeserved also is His mercy!
" He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us
according to our iniqujties. For as the heaven is high above the
earth, so great is His mercy toward them that fear Him" (verses
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10,11). What-a mercy that He hath not" rewarded us according
to our iniquities!" We do not get our desett-s. If we did, where
should we be? I imagine that some of our- readers would reply,
"In-hell," and they would be right. Blessed be His Name that
though we deserve hell we are, through His eternal mercy and His
redeeming grace, destined for heaven. Not according to our
works, but according to His Own purpose and grace, given us in
CHRIST before the world began, hath He saved us. According to
the riches of His grace He hath redeemed and forgiven us in CHRIST,
His well-beloved and only-begotten SON, and the Surety Of the
everlasting Covenant. His mercy is great unto the heavens, and
His truth unto the clouds.
5. Fifthly, His mercy '/lUly be described as fatherly mercy.
" Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them
that fear Him. For He knoweth our frame" (verses 13, 14).
Yes, He knoweth what poor, timid, fearful creatures we are. He
knoweth that despite all His mercies we give way to -fear and a
horrible dread, and to doubt and unbelief. But we are His children.
He hath predestinated us to -be members of His family, according to
the good pleasure of His will. He knew what poor creatures we
should be in ourselves, but He determined nevertheless to put us
amongst- His children, and as an earthly father pities His children
so the LORD pitieth them that fear Him.
" The pity of the LORD _
To those that fear His Name
Is such as tender parents feel;
He knows our feeble frame,"
6. Eternal mercy is our final description of the LORD'S mercy as
set forth in this Psalm.

- Mercy is like Him from Whom it flows. "From everlasting to
everlasting, Thou art GOD" the Psalmist says (Psa. xc. 2). In like
manner, "The mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everZasting."
It has no beginning and it has no ending. It goes on for ever.
Divine mercy dates from eternity. It is older than the stars.'
The LORD set His heart on the objects of His mercy far back in
eternity. His love to them is everlasting. Before the foundations
of the world were laid He thought upon His people, loved them,
chose them and drew up the everlasting Covenant in connection
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with which He arranged for their salvation. He promised eternal
life to their Surety before the world began. Accordingly, as soon
as man sinned the promise of a REDEEMER indicated the mercy
of GOD. That mercy was shown to Old Testament patriarchs,
prophets and other saints. It was marvellously displayed in
CHRIST at His Incarnation, during His public ministry, at His
death, resurrection and ascension. Fresh displays of that mercy
were seen at Pentecost and .all through the Apostolic age. Multitudes experienced His mercy in medireval times, at the Reformation,
during the great Evangelical Revival, and in the years which have
followed. His mercy is still experienced by millions of His people
at home and abroad, in civilized countries and in heathen lands.
It is from everlasting. It is also to everlasting. It will still go
on till all GOD'S chosen people are gathered in. It will be daily
experienced by all present and future believers. Goodness and
mercy shall follow them all the days of their lives, and their final
entrance into glory and the eternal bliss of the glorified will still
be due to the continued exercise of Divine mercy. His people
will always be debtors to mercy alone.
" Oh! render thanks to GOD above,
The Fountain of eternal love;
Whose mercy firm through ages past
Has st{)od, and shall for ever last."
THE EDITOR,
Wkitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).

Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
ELECTION.
ELECTION shines throughout the Word; without it not one sinner
could have been saved; Man is fallen; there is no limit to the universality or extent of evil in his soul; his" carnal -mind is enmity with
God," and how could he choose to be a child of the all-holy God 1 How
could his salvation ever be attained, if it were left to his own will 1
Can unbelieving ingenuity twist and warp Ephesians L, and hundreds
of other passages, to mean something conditional, uncertain, or contingent 1 The quickened sinner can never be satisfied with anything
but a salvation that saves and a redemption that redeems. Arguments
do but harden; we appeal to Scripture and to the experience of all
who know andfeel what sin is; with one accord they say, " God began
with me."-The late My; J. E. Hazelton.
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mta!}f.1ilJe jl,otef.1.
THE ROPES OF GOD'S CHILDREN.
"Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for ou?·
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures
might have hope."-RoMANs xv. 4.

THE Scriptures to which the Apostle here refers are the Old Testament Scriptures. These, he deClares, were written for our learning.
They were designed to stimulate patience, to impart comfort, and
to inspire with hope. God's people need the whole Bible for their
spiritual nourishment. They need to read, mark, learn, and
inwardly digest all the Scriptures from Genesis to Revelation.
Only thus can they get a well-balanced view of the whole range
of. Divinely_revealed truth, and only thus can they obtain that
full spiritual nourishment so needful for their spiritual growth.
All Scripture is inspired, and all Scripture is profitable, although
more profit may be derived from some parts than from others.
The Holy Ghost inspired all the sacred writings for the benefit of
God's redeemed family. One great end of the Scriptures is to
inspire God's people with hope. Hope is the expect~tion of
desirable. things, and there are many desirable things which the
children of God are warranted to hope for. The ungodly are
without Christ, without God and without hope. The godly have
reason to " abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost."
They have reason to be hopeful, both in regard to the life that
now is, and in regard to the life that is to come. The promises
of God cover the immediate present as well as the remote future.
We propose to write briefly about the hopes of God's children in
regard to the future.
1. The Scriptures tell us of the hope of Christ's Seoond Coming.
. TheLord Jesus is even now with His people by His Spirit, but
He is not present in bodily form. The same Jesus, however, Who
became incarnate and walked this earth is coming back again. He
has promised to come again to receive His people unto Himself,
that where He is there they may be also. This is their great hope.
They expect to see Him Who loved them and gave Himself for
them. .They expect to see His face, to hear His voice, and to
dwell fQr ever in His presence. He is coming in order that thi~
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hope may be realized. He is returning in order that He may
fetch His ransomed people Home. The great Bridegroom cometh
that He may present His bride unto Himself, and consummate
the marriage union, ,As He is expecting that glorious- day, so are
His people. They are " waiting for the coming (Greek, revelation)
of our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. i. 7). They are "looking for
the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and
Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus ii. 13, R.V,).
" Then with what rapture shall they sing,
While heaven's resounding mansions ring
With Shoutll of sovereign grace! "
It will indeed be a grand and glorious and stupendous event in
the history of the universe. What a blessed hope it is to be
welcomed into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ and to see Him Whom our soul loveth!
2. Tie Br/riptures' tell us of the hope of the resurrectio'/!.

Many millions of God's people have been called Home. We
have had to mourn the removal of many during the past year,
prominent among them being our dear friend Mr. John E. Hazelton.
But the Scriptures bid us to "sorrow not, even as others whic!J.
have no hope." They tell us that when the Lord Jesus shall
descend from heaven with a shout of triumph" the dead in Christ
shall rise first." "In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at
the last trump . . . the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and
we shall be changed." ,Then we shall be caught up together to
meet the Lord in the air and shall be ever with Him in resurrection
blessedness. What a comforting hope this is! We have" hope
toward God . . . that there shall be a resurrection of the dead,
both of the just and unjust." (See 1 Thess. iv. 13-18; 1 Cor. xv.
52; Acts xxiv. 15.)
Meanwhile the saints of God who have died are now "with
Christ, which' is far better" than anything down here. Be of good
cheer, then, ye sorrowing ones, and look forward with hope to the
resurrection. morning.
3. The ScriptureS tell us of the hope of glory.

The dead body of a saint is "sown in dishonour," but it will
be "raised in glory." Glory, majesty, splendour will be, the
portion of all God's saints when the. Lord comes. Now they suffer
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with Christ, then they shall be glorified with Him, and the sufferings
of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory.
which shall be revealed in them when He comes. When Christ
Who is their life shall appear, they shall appear with Him in glory.
It is His will that they should be with Him where He is, and tbat
they should behold His glory. Thus they can "rejoice in hope oj
the glory oj God" (Rom. v. 2).
" Our Saviour and our King,
Enthroned and crowned above,
Shall with exceeding gladness bring
The children of His love.
" All that the Father gave
His glory shall behold;
Not one whom Jesus came to save
Is missing from His fold.
" He shall confess His Own
From every clime and coast,
Before His Father's glorious throne,
Before the angel host."
(F. R. Havergal.)
4. The Scriptures tell us of the hope of salvation.
The believer is already saved in an important sense.. "God
hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling" (2 Tim. i. 9).
" God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you," says the Apostle to
the Ephesian saints. "By grace are ye saved" (Ephes. ii. 8;
iv. 32). All the sins of believers are completely forgiven. Hence
there is now no condemnation for .them. No one can
effectually
.
lay anything to the charge of God's elect. They are washed in
the fountain of Christ's blood. They are sanctified by the quickening and regenerating operations of the Spirit. They are justified
freely by God's grace. They are now the sons of God, .and heirs
of glory. All these blessings are now theirs, and they are all of
a saving character. They have tasted that the Lord is gracious.
They have abundantly experienced the grace of God, but there
is more grace to. follow. More mercies are to be their portion.
The coming of the Lord \vill bring for them full deliverance from
sin, sorrow, and death. Hence there is salvation in a fuller sense
in store for them. They are therefore to put on "for an helmet,
the hope 0/ salvation. For God hath not appointed us to wrath,
but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for ·.us,
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that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with
Him" (1 Thess. v. 8-10).
When our Lord appears the second time He will appear" without
sin unto salvation" (Heb. ix. 28).
5. The S&riptures tell us of the hope of eternal life.
Death is the wages of sin, but "the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. vi. 23). This life is
already ours in an initial sense. "He that hath the Son hath
life" (1 John v. 12). Blit the fulness of eternal life is yet to come.
" This is the promise that He hath promised us, even eternal life "
(1 John ii. 25). When the Lord comes the righteous shall go
"into life eternal" (Matt. xXv. 46). Hence we live "in hope of
eternal life, which God, That cannot lie, promised before the world
began" (Titus i. 2).
6. Lastly, the ScrilJtures tell us of the hope of an inheritance.
We are" heirs of the kingdom which God hath promised to
them that love Him" (James ii. 5). Our Lord will say to His
people when He sitll on the throne of His glory, " Come, ye blessed
of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world" (Matt. xxv. 34).
This kingdom is an object of hope. The God and Father of onr
Lord Jesus Christ, according to His abundant mercy "hath begotten us agam unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled,
and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven" (1 Peter i. 3, 4).
With all these things to hope for, God's children need not be
IJessimists. It is true that things are morally dark, and that
apostasy is sure to increase and lawlessness to abound, but wc
look beyond all these depressing circumstances. The night is far
spent, and we are looking for the Day. We expect the joy that
cometh in the morning. God hath given us " everlasting consolation and good hope through grace" (2 Thess. ii. 16). May the
Lord then enable us to abound in hope. A good time is coming
for all the elect people of God. "Wherefore gird up the loins
of your llllnd, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that
is. to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ"
(1 Peter i. 13).
Whitington Viearage,
Stoke FemJ. Norfolk.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).
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llJilgtlm Japets.
WELLSPRINGS.
" For the Lord hath chosen Zion, He hath desired it for His habitation.
This is My rest for ever,' here will I dwell; for I have desired it.
I will abundantly bless her provision,' I will satisfy her poor with
bread. I will also clothe her priests with salvation; and her saints
shall'shout aloud for joy. There will I make the horn of David to
bud; I have ordained a lamp for Mine anointed. His e·nemies will
I clothe with shame,. but upon himself shall his crown flourish."PSALM

cxxxii. 13-18.

THIS is one of the fifteen consecutive songs of degrees. They are
thought to have been sung as the children of Israel ascended the hills
going toward Jerusalem to worship. They went" from strength to
strength" and from hill-top to hill-top, meanwhile descending into
the valleys that lay between. And if this was literally true of God's
national people, how much more true is it in the spiritual experience
of His chosen and redeemed people? We have it in the Psalm before
us. Poor David is in the depths of afRiction. And how often he was
there! This spot is well known to all the Lord's living family in Zion,
however unpleasant it be in their experience. Presently they learn
the truth and the mercy of that truth spoken of their enemies, " Because
they have no changes they fear not God." Oh! says the quickened
soul, I feel I can put in a plea now; for I do have so many. changes.
I am
" Hot and cold in half an hour;
Sometimes sweet and sometimes sour "-

as says the poet. One moment my heal't seems brimming over with
love to my Lord, and the next I am as basely denying Him as did
poor, weak Peter. But all His poor and needy children meet on the
ground of this plea of the Psalmist, " Lord, remember David." "Lord,
remember me," pleaded the dying thief, "when Thou comest into
Thy kingdom." "Remember me," cries out the longing, panting,
hoping soul, "with the favour that Thou bearest unto Thy people.
o visit me with Thy salvation."
And, moreover, David may have had in his mind here to frame a
psalm of dedication. Oh! how he had longed to build a house for
his God! He gave himself no rest; he would not go up unto his bed,
nor give sleep to his eyes or slumber to his eyelids until he found out
a place for the Lord, an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob. The
God of David knew all that was in His servant's heart, and although
David was not permitted to build the temple, yet the Lord followed
up the denial of His servant's request in mercy, and gave him the
promise that the house should be built, and that by his own son. "But
the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Thou hast shed blood
abundantly, and hast made great wars; thou shalt not build an house
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unto My Name, because thou hast shed much blood upon the earth
in My sight. Behold,' a son shall be born to thee, who shall be a
man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies round about;
for his name shall be Solomon [that is, Peaceable, margin], and I will
give peace and quietness unto Israel in his days. He shall build an
house for My Name" (1 Chron. xxii. 8-10).
And so in reference to the ark of God, David says, "We heard of
it at Ephratah, we found it in the fields of the wood," i,e" in Kirjathjearim, where it lay after it was brought out of the land of the Philistines. Then he adds, " Arise, 0 Lord, into Thy rest: Thou, and the
ark of Thy strength." The words are almost literally identical with
those of his son Solomon in the dedicating prayer at the opening of
the temple, "Now therefore arise, 0 Lord God, into Thy restingplace, Thou, and the ark of Thy strength: let Thy priests, 0 Lord
God, be clothed with salvation, and let Thy saints rejoice in goodness" (2 Chron. vi. 41). And David's prayer was not in vain, nor is
the cry of any afflicted child of God unheard and unheeded, " Lord,
remember David," or remember this Thy servant in all his afflictions,
and sooner or later, such an one has cause to take his harp down from
the willows and re-,tune it to the note of praise as he sings, " He hath
remembered His truth and mercy." Thus this psalm which finds the
writer crying out in his affliction at the beginning, finds him singing
tbe high praises of his Covenant-keeping God before the end of it.
And we have the reason for all this mercy in the verses selected for our
meditation at this time, "For the Lord hath chosen Zion; He hath
desired it for His habitation. This is My rest for ever: .here will I
dwell; for I have desired it." And now let us approach our subject
a little more closely and see what the Lord has to say about His people,
described here as Zion's poor; her priests and her saints. We see at
the very outset that Zion is the Lord's Own choice, that it is His desired
... habitation"; it is His" rest for ever"; that in her He would deign
to dwell; and that out of His riches in glory, He would consequently,
abundantly, provide for her every need.
" I will abundantly bless her provision·; I will satisfy her poor with
,bread." The Lord's provision is always that of abundance, or enough,
because He never gives grudgingly or of necessity, but is the cheeriul
Giver of every good and every perfect gift. But some dear, downcast
child of God, who is struggling along, only just managing as it were
to keep his head above water and fearing lest at last he will be overcome
and lose the last ray of hope, may be saying, "Then this cannot be
for me, for I cannot discover that I have a grain of faith, nor any mark
of His family, and I am sure I know nothing of an abundant supply
of grace aUlI faith and hope." Well, then, let such an one take courage
when he looks at the margin and finds the word translated'abundantly
is surely. So that, if we are not rejoicing in abundant provision, in
lively and grateful spiritual experience, we can remind Him of His
sworn Word, and that He will truly, surely, according to promise,
"satisfy her poor with bread." And then how blessedly does He
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think of and care for His poor! What a mercy for you and me, dear
reader, in our daily-felt poverty, to find this descriptive character
among the trio here representing Zion's sons and daughters! Had
He spoken only of His" priests" or "saints," many of us would be
writing bitter things against ourselves and cutting ourselves off as
unable to lay claim to either. A" priest" I cannot call myself, and
a " saint" sounds like rank presumption, but the title" poor" seems
to suit me, for I can lay claim to feeling" poor and needy," and my
constant cry to Him is on account of my poverty, need, wretchedness
and nothingness. Well, the Scriptures before us have much about
the poor. Such a class were at once brought into the place of blessing
by the Master in His Sermon on the Mount. They are the first He
speaks of, and He Who blesses irrevocably declares, " Blessed are the
poor in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." And all through
His earthly ministry did Jesus manifest His tender care and love for
the "poor in spirit." For they must be the poor of His Spirit's
making and poor on His conditions.
" God bids us bring no price';
The feast is furnished free;
His bounteous Hand the poor supplies,
And who more poor than we ?

It

(Hart.)

,
'.

Yes, the poor of Zion are His poor because poor of His making;
poor in spirit; poor and needy, emptied of self and "as having
nothing" in and of themselves and " yet possessing all things" in
Christ Jesns. Such inhabitants of Zion are daily found at· the posts
of His doors, crying for help, for mercy, for pardon, and consciously
convinced that" none but Jesus can do helpless sinners good." They
flee condemned to His cross; foul to His fountain; naked to His
righteousness; and helpless to His tender pity and love. And these
are the "poor" who will hear the "blessed" pronounced and the
welcome home to their Saviour's breast. Oh! dear reader, we cannot be too poor, too needy, too helpless, too undone. It is such
that prize the helping hand, the everlasting arms that stretch to
God's" uttermost," and Whose heart of love satisfies with living
Bread. Oh! poor sinner, you have a rich Almighty Friend if you
are one of Zion's " poor"! You have One Who can never fail you;
Whose sworn word obligates Him (I say it with all humility) to a
perpetual binding, and His oath, promise and word are pledged to do
you good and satisfy your hungering, t.hirsting spirit with the Bread
of Heaven, and feed you till you want no more.
Depend upon it, since God," even our own God," has spoken, He
will not go from His word of promised blessing. "I will abundantly
(surely) bless her provision; I will satisfy her poor with bread." In
other words, "Christ" the Living Bread which came down from
heaven, "in you the hope of glory."
And now let us look at the second class of Zion's inhabitants as
described in our text. "I will clothe her priests with salvation."
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In a previous verse, David calls upon t4e Lord that HiB priests might
. " be clothed with righteousness." And this is beaut.ifully gathered
up as including both titles characteristic of the children of God. ." For
the Lord taketh pleasure in His people; He will beautify the meek
-with salvation." So that whether they are designated as His" poor,"
or His" priests," or His" saints," they each and all are" clothed
with the garments of salvation and covered with the robe of His
righteousness."
In these garments His priests offer their sacrifices of prayer and
praise, and all believers in the- finished work of Jesus desire to " present
their bodies" by the mercies of their God " a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable unto God, which is their reasonable service." It is
by salvation mercies that every redeemed son and daughter of the
Lord God Almighty thus desires to dedicate his or her person and
powers entirely to Him, Whose they are by double right, even by
creation and the new creation in Christ Jesus, in Whose service they
find "perfect liberty." There is no bondage connected with their
" sacrifice" and "service," and they begin the song of praise even
bere below, which shall never end throughout the countless ages of
eternity, "Unto Him That loved us and washed us from our sins in
HiB Own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and His
Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
And, further, the Psalmist is inspired to say something more concerning the family of God in our text. "And her saints. shall shout
aloud for joy." This is on~ of the most wonderful titles given to
the children of God, wonderful inasmuch as He gives it to the very
people who feel themselves to be utterly unlike what saints of the
Most High ought to be.
lt takes a Trinity of Divine Persons to make a saint, and it takes
a Trinity of Persons likewise to keep a saint. And so the Father
entrusted them to Jesus' keeping and none can pluck them out of
His or His Father's hand, and there they are sealed by the Holy
Spirit of promise and kept by His almighty power unto the day of
salvation.
The actual meaning in the Hebrew of the appellation" saints" is
devoted, destined, set apart; sanctified-or, in other words, godly ones.
They are thus distinguished from the world. They 'are called unto
holiness. "Be ye holy, for I am holy." They are sanctified by God
the Father and given unto His Beloved Son Who declared, " For their
sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also might be sanctified through
the Truth." Oh, what a high and holy calling is that of the saints !
And how does this calling dignify them and cause them daily and
hourly to walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, and as they have
received Christ Jesus the Lord so to be found walking in Him ! .
But their sorrow is the daily sinnings, the guilty departures in heart
and practice, the uneven walk, the unwary step, and sins of t~ought,
word and deed. Sin in them is a daily cause for constant mourning,
and instead of growing in holiness, they' seem to learn more and more
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of "t,he exceeding sinfulness of sin," and cry out with the Apostle"
"0 wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body
of this death 1" Ah! the beloved Paul did not stop there. He went
on to bless and praise the Maker and Keeper of His saints. "I thank
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord." And everyone of God's saints
knows full well that
A sinner:is a sacred thing,

U

The Holy Ghost has made him so,"
A redeemed sinner is a saint, a " chief" sinner in his own eyes, and
a saint in the eyes of Him Who formed him for Himself, Who redeemed
him from hell's destruction to Himself, and has sanctified him unto
His eternal praise and glory. Holiness is therefore bound up in the
life of everyone of His saints not as the meriting cause of salvation,
but necessary as inseparable from salvation. "Without holiness no
man shall see the Lord." And for this, Jesus could declare to His
Father of every member of His mystical Body, " I in them and Thou
in Me, that they may be made perfect in One."
" Her saints shall shout aloud for joy," as well they may, as they
enter in measure into the glorious truth of their union with their living
Head, whereby they are s'eparated from the world of sin and separated,
consecl"..ted unto Him. "Gather My saints [or godly ones] together,
those that have made a Covenant with J\'le by sacrifice." Thus
gathered to Him it is they who can sing in t,he sweetness of Kent's
linesIn union with the Lamb,
From condemnation free,
The saints from everlasting were
H

And shall for ever be.
11

In cov'nant from of old,

The sons of God they were,
The feebl'st lamb in Jesus' fold
Was blessed in Jesus there.
"Here let the weary rest,
Who love the Saviour's Dame;

Though with no sweet enjoyment blessed,
This cov'nant stands the same."
It is the glorious truth that the eternal Covenant made by the sworn
Covenanters, the Trinity of Divine Persons, cannot be broken, cannot
be annulled, cannot change in spite of all our changes, fluctuations
and falls. That should set the saints singing" aloud for joy." And
it is their happy engagement so long as they are kept looking to Jesus,
, but it is sadly otherwise when they look within. Then all is sadness
and sighing and their. harps are hung upon the willows. Nevertheless,
in spite of all their doubts and fears, Jesus will bring them off " more
than conquerors" in His unalterable, unqnenchable love and unchangeable faithfulness.
" His oath, His promise and His word

Are pledged to bring them Home to God "35
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and in His Zion which He so loves and desires for His habitation, His
word will be fully verified. "There will I make the horn of David
to bud, I have ordained a lamp for mine anointed. His enemies will
I clothe with shame: but upon himself shall his crown flourish."
See, beloved reader, what gracious declarations we have before
us in our scriptural consideration at this time. There is His choice :
" For the Lord hath chosen Zion." His desi·re: "He hath desired
it for His habitation." His rest: "This is My rest for ever." His
dwelling-place: "Here will I dwell, for I have desired it." His
prlnlision: "I will abundantly bless her provision, I will satisfy her
poor with bread." And the characters with whom the Lord their
God will thus dwell are descl~bed as Zion's " poor"; "her .priests "
~nd " her saints," who are satisfied, clothed, and shouting aloud for
lOY·
And finally, our Eternal and Covenant-keeping God has set His
word of promise irrevocably in and for His Zion. "There will I make
the horn of David to bud," Who is none other than the Messiah, " the
horn of His anointed" of the Old Testament (1 Sam. ii. 10), and" the
horn of salvation" of the New Testament (Luke i. 69). Prompted
by the Holy Spirit, Hannah "rejoiced in the Lord" Wbo should
" exalt the horn of His anointed," and Zacharias, " filled with the Holy
Ghost," blessed Him Who "hath visited and redeemed His people,
and hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of His
servant David." As an "horn" He would push through all His
enemies, and as an horn" to bud," He would be set forth in another
figure as His Father's" Righteous Brancb." "Behold the days come,
saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and
a King shall reign and prosper" (Jer. xxiii. 5). And further, for and
in His desired" habitation," He says, " I have ordained a lamp for
Mine anointed." What a good word must this have been to' the
Psalmist, who had at one time to mourn" although my house be not
so with God" . . . and" although He make it not to grow." David
should have his son to succeed him, according to " the sure mercies of
David." But a greater than David's son Solomon was to come, Who
should build His" House not made with hands" and Who should be
not as the flickering lamp so soon to die out, but the Light of the
World, the Lord of His redeemed ones, and their "everlasting
Light."
And lastly, what a contrast of clothing have we in these verses!
" His enemies will I clothe with shame"! Very different from the
clothing of His priests! "I will also clothe her priests with salvation."
The covering of all His sons and daughters is with the robe of His
righteousness and the garments of salvation. They Can sing.. J 'sus, Thy blood and righteousness

My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.
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r.rhis spotless robe the same appears,
When ruined nature sinks in years;

No age can change its glorions hue,
The robe of Christ is ever new."
Alid they glory even now, and will glory throughout the count,less
ages of eternity, that all their salvation is His finding, His providing
and His accomplishing. "Upon Himself shall His crown flourish."
Yes, their King of Zion is crowned with glory and honour. He is
reigning now at His Father's rig,ht hand. He must reign until all His
enemies are put under His feet. We read in the Apocalypse how He
Who is called the Faithful and True had" on His head many crowns,"
and everyone of the redeemed multitude, " a numher no man can
number," will want to "crown Him with many crowns." He is
crowned with glory and honour as His Father's rightful Son. He is
crowned as the Redeemer of His people. He is crowned as the Faithful
Keeper of all the promises. He is crowned as their Chief Shepherd;
He is crowned as King of kings and Lord of lords. Oh yes! "upon
Himself shall His crown" indeed " flourish," and all for the glorious'
fulfilment of the work His Father gave Him to do.
And the saints yonder see Him as their crowned King, and His
saints, His priestB, and His poor of the flock yet militant, re-echo the
Bong of the redeemed multitude, and shout their loudest praises" And crown Him LORD of aliI"
In conclusion, another Psalm says, "Let the saints be joyful in
glory," and as we have been writing this article which closes another'
year, our thoughts have gone out to those whose Home-goings there
have been sweetly alluded to during the past twelve months, by
pens dipped in love and tender esteem. We cherish their memory.
We would fondly linger over the sweet fragrance of their lives, their
fellowship in the Gospel, their place in the Church, and their loving
ministry in either public or private. But they are gone from us.
They have been promoted, and are now part of the Church Triumphant,
songsters in the heavenly Zion, and the Lamb is leading and feeding
them tbere " by fountains of living waters," as He led them here and
is still leading and feeding us, until the last of Zion's pilgrims be
gathered Home to be eternally blessed, eternally" joyful in glory."
" Yes, in Him complete, happy Zion now stands,
Nor can any power pluck her out of His Hands;
Wbile infinite wisdom with power combined,
With love everlastiug are sweetly entwined;
Tbis threefold cord bolds her fast bound to His Heart,
And ·there, He's too faithful with Zion to part."
The lute Rev. G. T. Doudney.

R.
"GRACE composes, grace calms, grace falls like the gentle dew
from heaven upon this poor sonl."-The !<lte Mr. J. E. Hazelton.
•
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,Snmontl nnb N otttl of ,Sttmontl.
THE GOD OF JACOB,
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV, JAMBS ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
" Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help. "-PBA. cxlvi.
part of v. 5.
(Concluded from p. 437.)
THEN again, the God of Jacob was a God of promises. God assured
Jacob of much good to come. Yes, and Jacob for many years lived
on these promises, like J oseph in prison,. without any prospecthuman prospect-of the promises of God being fulfilled. But faith,
as you often hear me say, is an invincible grace. Faith may be strained
at times severely, almost you might say to the snapping point, and
it may become so attenuated that you and I may lose sight of it
altogether. I often wonder where Simon Peter's faith was when
with oaths and with curses he denied his Master, and yet Jesus said,
"Ihaveprayed for thee, that thy faith fail not," and I do not, therefore,
believe that it did fail, on the contrary I am sure that it did not fail,
but I fail to trace the faith. And so I do in the case of many a child
of God in waiting long upon the God of the promises for the fulfilment
of the Word on which He has led the soul to hope. There are times
when faith becomes so attenuated that it might .be doubted whether
faith has not altogether perished, but then that which is impossible
with man is possible to God, and so when we fail to trace faith in our
own hearts, and when we fail to trace faith in the hearts of other
believers, God has His eye on that precious grace. It may be a little
one, a feeble one, but faith being God's work will bear the strain, it
will endure until victory crowns its hours and days and weeks and
months and years of waiting. And so, you know, Jacob served many
years under Laban, and when at the end, it may be, at the end of
seven years his hope seemed postponed and almost destroyed, God
so wrought in the end as to fulfil the expectation of His tried servant.
Now God frequently acts thus still, but if Jacob's God be our God
under such trials and conflicts, dear children of God, it must end
well for us, it must end victoriously. God-in the case of His people
nowadays, as of old in the case of Jacob-God cannot deny Himselfcannot. Thank God there are some impossibilities, and that is one.
God cannot lie, and He cannot deny Himself-that is another, and
I thank God for those impossibilities as well as for the possibilities,
and you and I need dwell on both sides of God's character. To know
God is to know God viewed from every standpoint. Well, we shall
never fully know God but we shall, I hope, know Him better-so
increase our knowledge that the light in us may be as the light shining
more and more unto the perfect day. If Jacob's God then be our
God we shall have a God of many promises on Whom to hope, on
Whom to lean.
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Then again, God proved Himself to hea God Who delighted to
hless in prayer a wrestling soul. Oh, what a wrestling time was that
which Jacoh spent, you rememher, the night when he was alone with
God, when there appeared that Stranger, that Mystic One, that
Wonderful One, that Man, that Angel, God, Who wrestled with Jacob
till break of day and then-" Let Me go " He said. "I will not let
Thee go ", said he who had been waiting for a blessing all night, "I
will not let Thee go except Thou bless me. I have waited long on
Thee-wearyingly, I have waited long on Thee-and now at the morning
break is 'there to be no blessing for Jacob 1" Oh, children of God,
may we learn, through grace; to follow in the footsteps of Jacob in this
regard, and to hold thus to Him though as yet He hath not blessed us.
Let us cleave to Him Who is able to bless us, although for a while
He may withhold the favour. May faith in all humility utter words
like those of Jacob: "I will not let Thee go except Thou hless me."
" And He blessed him there." It reminds one of the case of the
Syro-phenician woman, her repeated pleadings with the Lord and His
apparent lack of even sympathy and pity for her. But oh, she got
nearer, she drew closer unto Him, and her cry at last fitted in exactly
with the language of this text which says-" Happy is he that hath
the God of Jacob for his help," and she said, "Lord, help me"the exactly fitted language. Now you know that she was a Gentile,
and I delight to think that this text covers the necessities of us Gentile
sinners. "Happy is he" whoever he be-Jew or Gentile-" that
hath the God of Jacob for his help." That woman was not a Jewess
as you see by the mention of her nationality, but she needed help, •
and she felt it, and as a helpless and needy soul she cried to the Mighty
One of Whom this help' for her had been long foreknown, "Lord,
help me." Yes, yes, wrestling in prayer the Lord's people prevail in
prayer. Though He tarry, wait for Him, He will not lie. The vision
of His favour will in the end speak audibly and comfortably and
suitably, so that the heart shall be filled with a new song of praise
to the Faithful One, the Mighty One, Jacob's Help.
Then we have, if time might allow, a few cases of those who lived
on the Lord in Old Testament times as the God of their help. Notice
Moses in the 18th of Exodus. You will see how he named one of his
children, one of his wilderness sons, with a remarkable name--the 4th
verse of the 18th of Exodus; these were the children God gave him
in the desert, " And the name of the other (the second) was Eliezer ;
For the God of my father was mine help, and delivered me from the
sword of Pharaoh." The meaning of this name is in the margin:
"My God "-" my God." You see, "Happy is he that hrdh "-" My
God is an Help." Can you say as much 1 Have you a God Who
is your God 1 Is He the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 1
Is He the Father of mercies 1 Why then, you may well bless Him
for the help not that you have received only, but that you shall yet
receive. Look upon every past mercy as a pledge of more to come
and use it as an argument in prayer-the fact that the Lord has blessed
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you. He delights to be reminded of His former mercies, and on our
part it is a good and profitable employ to call upon our souls to " forget
not all His benefits." In the first Book of Samuel we find'the prophet
Samuel to like effect leaning on the God of his help, in the 12th verse
of the 7th chapter. On a certain occasion when the Lord wonderfully
appeared for Israel against the Philistines " Samuel took a stone, and
set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and called the name of it Eben-ezer,
saying, Hitherto hath the Lord helped us." And then, in 2 Chronicles,
the 14th chapter, and the 11th verse, we have King Asa recording his
experience, King Asa who is spoken of well in the 2nd verse of that
chapter, " Ass did that which was good and right in the eyes of the
Lord his God." Now the 11th verse: "And Asa cried unto the Lord
his God, and said, Lord, it is nothing with Thee to help, whether
with many, or with them that have no power." The Lord may use
these as His instruments, instruments which have no power in themselves, but which become powerful when Omnipotence takes them up.
The Lord may use the clay as He did in the days of His flesh; He
made clay, took of the dust on which He stood and utilized it as an
instrument in working out a miraculous healing upon a poor, afflicted,
blind man, And so Ass believed; he said, crying to his own God,
" It is nothing with Thee to help with many or with them that have
no power. Help u8-help us, 0 Lord our God; for we rest on Thee,
and in Thy Name we go against this multitude." It was a million
of men, a thousand thousand came up against Israel who were comparatively speaking a feeble folk. But, you see, Asa had a great God,
a Mighty God, and he cried to Him, reminded Him that He was able
to work either by plenty or by poverty, by strength or by weakness,
by many or by few-" it is nothing to Thee." Instruments are
nothing, Thou art all. "Help us, 0 Lord our God; for we rest on Thee
and in Thy Name we go against this multitude. 0 Lord, Thou art
our God; let not man prevail against Thee." He does not say" Oh,
let not man, let not this multitude prevail against me," but " against
Thee." What did he mean 1 Why, dear friends, he had by faith
committed the conflict into the Lord's hands, and it was no longer
Asa's concern, it was God's Own matter. And so it is true in the case
.of every true believer who commits his case to the Lord; it is no
longer the believer's concern, it is the Lord's concern. And then yOll
may back it up; if I may thus speak: "Now, Lord, let not man prevail
against Thee:"· It is no longer your matter, it is His. And tbis is the
secret, dear friends, of the victory of God's people-to "rest in the
Lord," to wait patiently for Him to work, to be confident that He
will honour His Own Name and not disappoint the trust He has
implanted in the hearts of His people. And then the last example,
the 26th Chapter of 2nd Chronicles, where we have Uzziah, of whom
it is said in the 4th verse, "He did that which was right in the
sight of the Lord, according to all that his father Amaziah did,"
And then in the 15th verse we read of him, "He made in Jerusalem
engines, invented by.cunning men, to be on the towers and upon the
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bulwarks, to shoot arrows and great stones withal." Now, was his
faith in these ~ Read on, "and his name spread far abroad; for
he was marvellously helped till he was strong." You see when he was
weak he was marvellously helped, and helped pn and on till the Lord
strengthened him. Now let the weak here present learn of this man.
Are you weak ~ Are you dependent, helpless ~ Oh, happy they who
have Jacob's God for their help. JIe has resources, He has resources
to help for his trusting ones, no case conceivable and He insufficient
to meet it-that _covers your case. May the Lord give you and me
grace to remember where it is written in the Epistle to the Hebrews:
l, Let us therefore come boldly unto the Throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need." That is where
the help is found-in the Lord, the Mighty One Himself.
May God add blessing to His Word, for Christ's sake. Amen.

"BEWARE OF FALSE PROPHETS!"
EXTRACTS FROM A SERMON PREACHED IN ST. JOHN'S CHURCH,
LLOYDMlNSTER (SASK.), CANADA, BY THE REV. R. J. NOYES, B.D.
" Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath
not Gad. He that ab-ideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both
the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bn:n.g
not this doctrine, receive him not into yOU?' house, neither bid him
God speed: fo?" he that biddeth him God speed is pal·taker of his
evil deeds."-2 JOHN 9-1l.

"WHOSOEVER transgresseth "-The R. V. reads, "Whosoever goeth
onward, and abideth not in the teaching of Christ." This refers t.Q
false teachers who claimed to bring some higher teaching beyond the
Apostle's doctrine. "Whosoever goeth onward, and abideth not in
the teaching of Christ, hath not God." Such an OM is altogether
astray with respect to real Christianity. "He that abideth in the
teaching, the same hath both the Father ancI the Son."
Note, first of all, how the Lord Jesus Christ is exalted in this brief
Epistle. I say, emphatically, THE LORD Jesus ChrL~t (verse 3), for
as Paul declared (2 Cor. iv. 5), " We preach not ourselves but Christ
Jesus as Lord," and again (Rom. x. 9), " If thou shalt confess with
thy mouth Jesus as Lord" (R.V.). I should be suspicious of the
teaching of anyone, in these days of denial of the fundamental truths
of the Gospel, who spake constantly of "Jesus," withholding the
appellation "Lord." When He was here upon earth His disciples
did not address Him as "Jesus," but as "Master" (Teaeher) or
" Lord" (John xiii. 13, 14), and so should His people to-day.
The Evangelists, indeed, use the name Jesus, in the four Gospels,
when recording His life and work on earth, when He was the Servant
of Jehovah, and came" not to be ministered unt.Q,. but to minister" ;
and, truly, there is much preciousness wrapped up in the name of Jesus,
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and it sounds sweet in the ear of every believer; but now that He
is exalted to the right hand of God, His proper TITLE is, as in the
Epistles, " The Lord Jesus," or " The Lord Jesus Christ." Note the
3rd verse of this second epistle of John-" Grace be with you, mercy;
and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the
Son of the Father, in truth and love," and observe the expression
" the Son of the Father," which is unique, being found only in this
passage of Scripture. Most of the ancient heresies, as well as modern
ones, are in relation to the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ.
It may have already occurred to some of you, that I have been
led to this text, and to the line of thought I desire to bring before
you, from the circumstance that an agent of what is known as " The
International Bible Students' Association," a follower of "Pastor"
Russell, is visiting this town to-day, and promulgating their peculiar
tenets.
It is not possible, in one short sermon, to do more than point out
very briefly some of their fearful errors, but I desire, as far as in me
lies, to sound an alarm, " Beware of false prophets! "
With regard to the Person of our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ,
Pastor Russell taught: (1) That before He came into the world, He
was only a creature; but the BIble says: "In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God "-" the
Word" of course bemg the Lord Jesus Chnst. (2) That while He
was in the world He was only a man! Yet He said, "I aitd My
Father are One." And (3) That after His death He was raised to
Deity, but His human nature for ever perished-that' the human
body of Jesus never came forth from the tomb! But Peter, in the
Scripture (Acts x. 39-41), tells us, He "Whom they slew and hanged
on a tree; Him God raised up the third day, and showed Him openly;'
not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even
to us, who did eat and drink with Him after He rose from the dead."
And did He not say to Thomas, " Reach hither thy finger, and behold
My hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side :.
and be not faithless but believing," proving that His resurrection body
was the same body which had died. Moreover, Pastor Russell taught
that the Parousia, or presence of the Lord, has already taken placetook place in fact in 1874! It needs but for this strange teaching
to be stated to ensure its condemnation by every well-instructed
Christian. The Lord Himself said: "As the lightning cometh forth
from the east, and is seen even unt-o the west, so shall be the coming
of the Son of Man." And again, " Then shall appear the sign of the
Son of Man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth
mourn, anrr they SHALL SEE the Son of Man coming in the clouds of
heaven with power and great glory" (Matt.. xxiv. 27, 30).
Again, where there is error regarding the Person of Christ, there
is usually error regarding His redemption work. But all true believers'know that" In Christ we have our redemption, through His blood, the'
forgiveness of sins" (Ephes. i. 7). A well-instructed man of God, the
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late Mr. Pember, wrote thirty years ago, " Jude, in his Epistle, takes
men of his own days as types of those of the last time. 'Woe unto
them,' he says, 'for they went in the way of Cain, and ran greedily
in the error of BaJaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of
Korah.' Men go in the way of Cain when they think that they can
approach God without the shedding of blood, aDd can present their
offerings without a previous atonement for their si.ns. You may hear
them discoursing of love to God, of duty to man, of the dignity of
humanity, of the wonders of science, of the beauties of art, of the
wisdom of philosophies; but neither in their conversation, nor in their
public ministry, do they make any mention of Christ as having borne
our sins in His body on the tree."
In the notices which have been published of the Lectures to which
I refer, there is a mixture of truth with pernicious error. Spiritisrn
is rightly condemned as " one of the Satanic deceptions of the age."
But the slogan, "Millions now living will never die," is contrary to
Bible truth. God's Word informs us that, "As by one man sin
entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon
all rnen" (literally, "passed through unto all men,") "because all sinned,"
that is, in Adam, as representative of the race. "The wages of sin
is death." The word is explicit (1 Cor. xv. 22), " In Adam all die."
But it may be said, Does not the Bible teach that those true Christians who are alive when the Lord shall come for His own, will not
pass through death? Most assuredly! e.g., 1 Cor. xv. 51, " Behold
I show you a mystery" (I tell you a secret), "We shall not all sleep,
but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, •
at the last trump; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall
be raised incorruptible, and WE shall be changed." But, as I understand, this is not the teaching of "The International Bible Students'
Association." Rather, it maintains that there will be no death during
the millennial reign of Christ. I do not find this teaching in the
Bible.
Judgment is to be executed at the coming of the Lord. "The day
of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when they shall
say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them,
as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape."
The Holy Scriptures warn of "the wrath to corne," and the cry,
"lIfillions now living will never die," is without doubt a Satanic
delusion.
•
What then should be the cry of the faithful messenger of Christ?
Should it not be a cry to awakened sinners that they need to flee
unto the only Saviour, Christ Jesus our Lord. In Him alone is eternal
safety and eternal jife. He said: "I am the resurrection and the
life: he that believeth in Me, though he die, yet shall he live; and
whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die "-i.e., if I understand the words aright, whosoever is alive when He returns as "the
resurrection and the life," and believeth on Him, "shall never die."
In conclusion, let us heed the solemn warning of my text: "If any
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one cometh unto you, and bringeth not this teaching, receive him not
into your house, and give him no greeting: for he that giveth him
greeting partaketh in his evil works" (R.V.). In other words, have
nothing to do with false teachers. "For many deceivers are gone
forth into the world, even they that corifess not that Jesus Christ cometl!
in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist" (2 John 7,

Il.V.).

•

" Lord, to whom shall we go 1 " said Peter, " Thou hast the words
of eternal life."
"HOW LONG, LORD 1 "
THE Apostle John" saw under the altar the souls of them that were
slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held."
He heard their loud cry, " How long, 0 Lord . . . dost Thou not judge
and avenge our blood 1" He saw the white robes which were given
to everyone of them and he heard the answer of God, "that they should
rest yet for a little season, until their fellow servants also and their
brethren . . . should be fulfilled." It was a definite answer, for it
spoke of the purpose of God, and was certain of its accomplishment.
It was indefinite, for it was not even for the souls under the altar to
know the times and seasons which the Father keeps in His own hand.
The time would come for their avenging. Till then they were to
rest from sorrow, from conflict, from wondering and wearying. The
people of God" militant here on earth," have not yet .this rest in
possession. They must" sigh and cry." They must bear the burden
and heat of the day. They must mourn and confess, not hopelessly
nor unregarded, for the Lord hears every prayer that leaves their
hearts. He hears and is well pleased. He is well pleased, and from
His throne rises to their help against the mighty, and they see the
salvation of God. Time and again their enemies are turned back
before them, and they are encouraged to wait again as the Psalmist
did, however long it was, "until that He have mercy upon us." lIe
knew what it was to wait. "Complaining of delay in help" (as the
heading has it), He poured out his sorrows. "How long wilt Thou
forget me, 0 Lord, for ever 1 how long wilt Thou hide Thy face from
me 1 How long shall I take counsel in my sou11 . . . how long shall
mine enemy be exalted over me 1" Habakkuk stnlCk the same
plaintive note, "0 Lord, how long shall I cry, and Thou wilt not
hear, even cry out unto Thee of violence, and Thou wilt not save 1 "
But the Comforter which should relieve his soul was not far from him.
Hl\ came with the persuasion that the vision was yet for an appointed
time. At the cnd it would speak and not lie. And then the prophet
could wait for it, and even triumph in God, though present good
failed. For he learned, as all God's children must, that He is a God
of judgment and mercy. Isaiah trembled before His judgments when
sent with a message from" the King, the Lord of hosts," to a guilty
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nation, and wondered for how long he must tell the people such withering things. "How long?" "Until the cities be wasted without
inhabitant, the houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate."
The same desolation he was still proclaiming even after the promise
of a -King to reign in righteousness . . . and a Man to be a hidingplace from the wind. "Upon the land of My people shall come up
thorns and briers, yea, upon all the houses of joy in the joyous
city."
It is the Spirit of God Who provides and allows and applies such
descriptions of His Own desolating work in the hearts of His people,
when He brings them to need His help and to know that His mercy
is their hope. But surely there is an end. He may" overturn, overturn, overturn," but it will be only" until He come Whose right it is
to reign." The palaces may be forsaken, but it is only" until the
Spirit be poured upon us from on high, and the wilderness be a fruitful
field. . . . Then the work of righteousness shall be peace, the effect
. . . . quietness and assurance for ever, ... and My people shall
dwell . . . in quiet resting-places." The Apostle has not deviated
from the same thing when he says that now no chastening is joyous,
but grievous; "nevertheless afterward it yieldeth' the peaceable fruit
of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby." But when
the afterward shall come is for Him to say Who will have them conformed to the image of His Son, and Who can at the same time remember that they are dust. Dust though they are, they can never perish,
neither can any pluck them out of the Father's hand. They may
wonder how long they must have sorrow in their heart dailY: They
may be envious at the prosperity of the wicked until like Asaph they
.go into the sanctuary. Then they know that it is good for them to
draw nigh unto God. He will teach them what love is and what it
has done. He will teach them what forgiveness is and how much
they need it, how much they need His keeping, and how certain they
are of it. Christ has gone before them. For their sa.kes He had a
baptism to be baptized with, and how was He straitened till it was
accomplished. It was about to be accomplished. The time appointed
of the Father was almost come, but before He left them, to be alone
in sorrow that none might share, He spread before them a feast of
love and told them all to partake of it. He would partake with them,
but on another day. He would drink new wine with them in the
Father's kingdom. This is a day which He is still expecting, a day
which His children are anticipating with more hope than they are
aware of. But" till Thy people pass over, 0 Lord, till the people
pass over which Thou hast purchased," let there be some songs of
praise from their loving, longing, if fainting and unworthy hearts, to
Him Who is their chief joy, to Him Who gave His Son, and with Him
withheld nothing, to Him Who loved them and washed them in His
own blood, and Who on departing for a season left the blessed Spirit
to bless them" until His coming again."
.FOLLOWER-ON.•

.
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"MINDFUL OF US."
IN this last month of another year the child of God naturally reviews
the year just passing away, and sees how wonderfully God the Lord
has loved and cared and guided, hedging up some ways which seemed
as if they would have heen so pleasant, and leading in their stead to
something far better. He has taken away during 1924 some dearly
loved ones, taken them to Himself, but He has pointed also to the
joy they share with Him, the joy which is deeper to Him, because
they are in His presence, the joy deeper to them than any here could
be, for they are with Him. 'And He has whispered to us the sweet
prospect before us of the Home-going; for we are swiftly following.
They are only gone before.
And as we look round at the increasing wickedness, increasing daring'
and blasphemy, increasing immorality, increasing defiance and increasing worldliness, we can only shudder and marvel at the 10ngsufIering
of the God of patience. Such exceeding love hath He manifested, and
such exceeding grace, for the sake of Christ Who loved us and gave
Himself for us, for we are one with Him and He with us. He has been
mindful of us all through the year, all through our lives. I can recall,
and am sure many dear Christ-lovers can also, how wonderfully He
has made crooked things straight, so straight, in such strange unlookedfor ways, that we cannot see how the desired point could have been
reached by any other way. He has brought light out of darkness, and
tenderly guided step by step His redeemed ones. He Who spared not
His Own Son but delivered Him up for us, how shall He l]ot with Him
also freely give us all things 1 He is mindful of us. "Remember tlie
way which the Lord led you" (Deut. viii. 2), and" forget not all His
benefits." For He hath crowned us with lovingkindness and tender
mercies. Our lives should be a continual song of praise to Him'.
In daily life how constantly we are receiving His gifts as quite the
usual routine! We sometimes in earthly matters take the gifts and
forget the giver. Sometimes the bestower is pained to be passed over
without even a " thank you." Then immediately benefits are withheld
we are not slow to complain. Is not this exactly our conduct with our
heavenly Father 1 Yet He loves to hear the voice of His loved ones,
especially in praise and thanksgiving. "Let life hear thy voice, for
sweet is thy voice." Have you ever noticed what a thankful spirit
Jesus displayed when He sojourned on earth 1 He said, " The Father
hath not left Me alone, for I do always those things that please Him."
Note when He instituted the Supper in Matt. xxvi. 26, 27, "Jesus
took bread and blessed it and brake it. . . . He took the cup and gaL'"
tha,nks and gave to them." In St. Mark xiv. 22, 23, " Jesus took bread
and blessed and brake it. . . . And He took the cup, and when
He had given thanks He gave." In Luke xxii. 17-19, "He took the
cup and gave thanks. And He took bread and gave thanks and
brake it and gave unto them." In 1 Cor. xi. 24, " He took bread, and
when He had given thanks He brake it. . . . Ajte,· the same manner
He took the cup."
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Again, on the occasion of feeding the five thousand in the wilderness
(John vi. 11), " Jesus took the loaves: and when He had given thanks
He distributed to the disciples and the disciples to the multitude."
And just think, dear reader, of the occasion of the institution of the
Supper. It was to appoint memorials of His death, yet He gave thanks.
" This is My Body which is broken for you." "This cup is the New
Testament in My blood," and" as often as ye eat this bread and drink
this cup, ye do show forth the Lord's de~h till He come." His death
was just in prospect. He" knew that His hour was come that He
should depart out of this world unto the Father." He stepped out of
that upper room and went from it to His agony in the garden of
Gethsemane, and from thence to death. He knew it, yet" He gave
thanks." Why! "For the joy that was set before Him, He endured
the cross, despising the shame." And what was this joy! The
finished salvation of His dear people. "My joy fulfilled in themselves."
For this wonderful gift of Himself and His wonderful love may we
ever abound in thanksgiving, and be continually praising Him. "For
me-for me He died." As we ponder over the sweetness of the words,
" My body which is given for you," " My blood which is shed for you,"
and all their sacred significance, one feels the life of the believer should
be one long psalm of praise, especially when we view our own sinfulness
and His righteousness, our own guilt and His full and free salvation.
"What is man!" David exclaimed when he looked out and beheld
the glittering stars and the shining heavens, the work of God's fingers.
"What is man that Thou art mindful of him, and the son of man
that Thou visitest him !" The magnitude of the works of God beside
the apparent insignificance of man formed of dust overwhelmed him.
But the Lord God formed hira and " made him a little lower than the
angels, and crowned him with glory and honour." Christ tasted death
for him. He was crowned with thorns. Thorns and thistles were the
products of the cursed ground when Adam fell, and thorns crowned
the bleeding head of the last Adam when He suffered instead of us.
Now for man the crown of righteousness, the crown of life, the crown
of glory, cover him with honour in his crowned Lord. "Christ hath
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us."
What is man! What will be his condition up there with his Lord
Who.is ever mindful of His covenant !
Before concluding, I should like to tell my readers of the great
privilege I had last month in seeing a memorial unveiled in Old Hill
Church to the memory of our former beloved Editor, the Rev. James
Ormiston. Though he was only there four years, yet in that short
tirae he was enabled to accomplish much, and his ministry was greatly
blessed. It was sweet to see so many of his old parishioners there with
their loving memories of him and his words. The text on the memorial,
" For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ,
and Him crucified," was the keynote of his life and labours. He was
faithful to· the end. He was" mindful" of God, and he would say,
" and GJJd has always been mindful of me." God honoured him and

.
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God's people everywhere loved him, He was a keen champion of the
truth and a tender sympathizer with the sorrowful, " A succourer of
many and of myself also." Many kind, helpful words have I had from
him. "He being dead yet speaketh," for his words spoken and written
are treasured in many homes and handed down. I am amazed when
I meet the Lord's people in distant places to find how well Mr.
Ormiston's name is known and valued by dear believers who never
saw him. Whenever he came to Harborne, his old flock from Old
Hill gathered round him to hear him. The Church was crowded, and
when he preached at Old Hill it was just the same. Thus the Lord
sealed his faithful ministry with His smile and blessing. The Lord
has been mindful of ttS in giving us such a teacher, and is still mindful
of His little flock. He will bless us. Having loved, He loves to the
end.
Dear readers, you can imagine how deeply I felt the joy and privilege
of being in Old Hill Church, in which "the beloved of the Lord"
ministered, seeing the pulpit in which he preached such glorious
messages, and finally the tribute to his memory"WHOSE FAITH FOLLOW,
considering the end of their conversation; Jesus Christ the same
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever."
NETIIE.
"LIBERAL EVANGELICALISM CRrfICIZEI)."
By THE REV, THOMAS HOUGHTON.
IT may seem to be a work of supererogation to bring to the notice of
readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE a book which is a reprint of articles
already printed in that publication, and which, moreover, came from
the pen of its Editor! But the Publisher, laudably anxious that the
fact of republication should be made prominent, and conscious that
the Editor would not be likely to recommend his own work with due
emphasis, has asked the present writer to step into the gap and remind
the readers that the aforesaid articles are now available in most
convenient form, and that an opportunity is thus afforded for the
wider distribution of the important truths they contain. "Liberal
Evangelicalism" has recently made a public apowgia pro sua vita in
the form of a book which bears that title, and Mr. Houghton's purpose
has been to show how far from the teaching of Holy Scripture are
the tenets which the authors of that book have therein set forth. In
eight chapters' Mr. Houghton's republished articles deal with these
tenets (1) in relation to 'the Church Missionary Society, (2) in relation
to the Bible, '(3 and 4) in relation to the Atonement, (5) in relation to
Eternal Punishment, (6) in relation to Worship and Worldliness,
(7) in relation to the Guidance of the Spirit, (8) in relation to Cooperation.
.
The hist<Jry of the capture of tbe CJ,I.S, by the Liberal Evangelicals
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is sad reading, but it needs to be stated and restated in view of the
efforts which have been made to hide the real significance of the C.M.S.
Committee's failure to safeguard the Society's Scriptural position.
Mr. Houghton's belief that "Liberal Evangelicalism is one of the
signs of the great apostasy from truth which is predicted by our Lord
and by His apostles" finds abundant justification in the writings of
Liberal Evangelicals which he has subjected to faithful analysis. He
rightly points out that these modern teachers, in effect, attach to
themselves an infallibility which they deny to our Lord and to the
Bible, and he issues a much-needed warning as to their claim to the
guidance of the Spirit independently of the Written Word. l\k
Houghton shows how wide is the gulf which separates many modern
holders of the name" Evangelical" from the really great Evangelicals
of the 18th and 19th centuries. He remarks justly on the inconsistency
of condemning as "folly" an insistence on wearing the black gown,
while those who point the finger of scorn at the gown and its wearers
tolerate the chasuble!
Interwoven with his criticisms of Liberal Evangelicals, Mr. Houghton
gives many most apt and telling quotations from the writings of stalwart
defenders of the faith once for all delivered to the saints. Readers of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE should purchase as many copies of this excellent
compilation as possible and circulate them widely. In comparatively
small compass it says all that need be said to show how vain man
would be wiser than God and how much false teaching is nowadays
being sent forth under the specious title of " Liberal Evangelicalism."
N. F. D.
[Copies of "Liberal Evangelicalism Criticized" may be ordered
from any bookseller, or direct from the Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold,
Gospel Magazine Office, 74, Strand, London, W.C.2. The price is Is.
net., postage ltd.-En.]
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THE TRUE GOSPEL: NO YEA .AND NAY GOSPEL.
By THE LATE REV. ROBERT HAWKER, D.D" VICAR OF CHARLES,
,

PLYMOUTH.

AND what is the yea and nay gospel 1 Truly it is much easier to say
what it is not, than to tell what it is. For a yea and nay gospel is,
in fact, no gospel at all. It is everlastingly made up of " may be's"
and "if be's." It is altogether conditional, and therefore must of
necessity leave the whole in the final event to a peradventure. It
doth not rest upon God's will, but upon man's pleasure. It is not
founded in Divine appointment, but in the result of human attainment. Not in what God's grace is, but in what man's merit shall be.
And of consequence, according to this state of things, the whole is
left at the last to an uncertainty which shall prevail, God's power or
man's 1-the Lord's counsel or man's works 1 A precious sample
this of a yea and nay gospel.
Moreover, all the principles of a yea and nay gospel are in correspondence with those outlines of the system. A yea and nay gospel takes
for granted that all men are alike in a salvable state; neither can
any man fail of salvation, but from his neglect of the opportunity at
one time or other afforded him. And if a man seeks for acceptance
before God, partly by faith and partly by good works, he is certain of
happiness. Christ is made by the yea and nay gospel nothing more
than a procuring cause. So that if a man so far makes use of Christ
as by Him to seek out his own salvation in the exercises of faith and
repentance and good works, he doth all that is required of him, and
Christ wilI make up the deficiency. The improvement of this opportunity with such men is the sure way of salvation; and by the neglect
of it, a man, according to their creed, may be lost. In those ups,and
downs, those hopes and fears, the principles of a yea and nay gospel
consist. And thus living at an uncertainty, such men die at an
uncertainty; and they go ont of the world as they came into it, at a
peradventure, concerning the one thing needful.
And the advocates of a yea and nay gospel all act in perfect conformity to those principles. The preachers of it are continually
holding forth a motley religion which they call the Gospel, made up
of law and gospel, faith and good works. Were it not for the awfulness of the subject, a man might smile to hear what very wooing and
winning words are made use of by them to gain upon the hearts of
their hearers by human persuasion. Offers of Christ, yea, pressing
Christ upon the congregation, are the chief topics adopted. And
sometimes, from the great earnestness with which they have worked
up their natural feeling to persuade, they enforce the present opportunity as if, shoul~ it be neglected, never another, perhaps, 'may be
afforded them; and no~ unfrequently they call into aid that' blessed
Scripture of the Holy Ghost which the Apostle Paul hath given the
Church in a very different sense from what those men use it. "For
He saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day' of
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Ralvation I have succoured thee. Behold, now is-the accepted time t
Behold, now is the day of salvation" * (2 Cor. vi. 2).
Reader! let you and I, before we prosecute the subject further,
pause for a moment and contemplate the awful features of the yea and
nay gospel. Sure it hath not in it a single look that is lovely. How
truly opposite to what the Apostle hath elsewhere proclaimed, concerning the freeness and fulness, and the everlasting assurance of"
salvation in Christ! "This is a faithful saying," said Paul (and well
might he say so, being himself a living monument at the time, both of.
the freedom and greatness of it), "and worthy of all acceptation,that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners" (1 Tim. i. 15).
And worthy indeed it is of all acceptation, for all need it, when it be
received as it is held forth, the free and unmerited gift of God in Christ.
But if it be joined with the conditions of a yea and nay: that it may
be a salvation as my poor soul improves it, or a condemnation if my
faith and prayers and tears do not come up to such and such a standard;
while any things depend upon me and my attainments, it ceaseth to
be a matter of joy and glad tidings to my heart; for very sure I am
I should come short of it. And" if righteousness came by the law,
then Christ is dead in vain" (Gal. ii. 21). Reader! it is our mercy
that the yea and nay gospel was not the creed of the apostles. Paul
was so offended at the very mention of it, that he speaks of it with
abhorrence; nay, he almost swears to it, that such was not the Gospel
which he and his faithful companions preached to the Church. "But

* Everyone who is acquainted with the Bible ought to know that those words
in the former part of the verse are taken from the writings of the prophet laaiah
(xlix.S), where the prophet, under the Holy Gh06t, is representing God the Father
speaking to God the Son, in Covenant promises, to help Him on and carry Him
through in His mediatorial character, in the accomplishment of redemption.
See also a further account of this, Psalm Luxix. 19-37. What the Holy Ghost
hath added in this Scripture by Paul is an affectionate application 01 the blessed
doctrine 01 Christ's redemption now finished: that the Church may know that
what was then predicted by the prophet hath been accomplished by the Lord
Jesus Christ, and therefore the present time~Btate of the Church is the accepted
time, and the day 01 salvation for gathering in the Lord's people. The now,
both of the accepted time and the day 01 salvation, means the whole day of life,
in tbe instance of every child of God. And that, and that only, strictly and
properly speaking, becomes so when the Lord makcs His people" willing in the
day of His power" (Psa. cx. 3), and so far is this from being limited as the
yea and nay men would have it, that if refused to-day, may not be offered
to-morrow, that it never can be said to begin in effect until grace begins as the
cause in the heart. The labourers of the eleventh hour were never sent before.
The dying thiel on the cross was never called by sovereign grace until dying.
And till God calls, all the wooings and winnings 01 human entreaty will leave
the sinner just whe,e it lound him. It is God alone who can persuade Japheth
to dwell in the tents of Shem (Gen. x. 27). And whenever the Lord manifest.
this sovereign act of His grace, be the day of life what it may, this is, in the truest
sense 01 the Apostle's words, the accepted time, and the day 01 salvation. How
very awful must it be then in man to limit the Holy One of Israel! How solemn
a delusion to make a yea and nay gospel, in leaving things at a peradventure,
which the Lord hath not made 80! Oh, the blessedness of all those " promises
in Christ Jesus, which arc all yea and amen. unto the glory of God by us "! (2 Cor. i. ).
~6
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as God is true (saith Paul), our word toward you was not yea and nay,
For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, Who was preached among you by us,
even by me and Silvanus, and Timotheus, was not yea and nay, but
in Him was yea; for all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in
·Him amen, unto the .glory of God by us " (2 Cor. i. 18-20),
But if the yea and nay gospel be not the true Gospel, it is time to
inquire what is; And here again it is our mercy that we cannot he
at a loss, under Divine teaching, to discover "the truth as it is in
Jesus," and as the Lord Jesus Himself has said concerning all His
people, " If ye continue in My word, then are ye My disciples indeed;
·and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free"
(John viii, 31, 32): The true Gospel comes home endeared and recommended to the affections of the Lord's people, both in the beautiful
simplicity of it, and in the fulness of it; agreeable to what the prophet
was commanded by the Holy Ghost to proclaim in the mountain of
the Lord's house, that it was a way so plain and self-evident, when
.taught by the Lord, that" the wayfaring man, though a fool, should
not err therein" (Isa. xxxv, 8). In the Covenant engagements of
J ehovah, each glorious Person of the Godhead is set forth as taking
HIs own personal acts in the accomplishment of it; and Christ becomes
revealed as the one, and the only one, ordinance of Heaven, for salvation
to everyone that believeth.
God the Father's love is very blessedly manifesteq in all those acts
of grace which refer to his choosing the Church in Christ;. adopting the
Church in Christ; and accepting the Church in Christ before all time.
And God the. Son's love is equally revealed, as having from eternity
betrothed the Church to Himself. in an everlasting. uuion; and in
redeeming the Church from all iniquity, by the sacrifice of Himself.
Ahd God the Holy "Ghost's love is demonstrated with equal clearness in
the Scripture of truth, in having anointed both Christ and his Cliurch
n:om the beginning; and by His regenerating grace during the timestate of the Church, raised her up together with Christ, and made her
sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. And all the sovereign
acts so very fully and completely secure the present state of the
Church in grace, and for the future enjoyment in glory, that nothing
of peradventure can arise: no yea and nay can come bet\veen to
make the event doubtfnl, The charter of Heaven runs in these words:
" I Will make an everlasting Covenant with them, that I will not turn
away from them to do th~m good, but I will put My fear in their
hearts, that they shall not depart from Me " (Jer. xxxii. 40).
The true Gospel·, being thus founded in the eternal counsel, purpose,
and pleasure of God, in His Triuity of Persons, comes home endeared
to the heart by everything that can recommend it to 'every man's
conscience in the sight of God, And when the Lord Jesus Christ is
held up to the view as containing in Himself, and in His offices and
relations, every principle essential to salvation, here are no peradventures, no buts or ifs. or doubts or misgivings, The sinner, if taught
of God, is led to see that salvation is in no other but in Christ; "neither
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is there any other nam~ under heaven given among men whereby we
must be saved." Christ is declared to be the sum and substance of
the whole Bible. He is the object of all ordinances; the thing
signified in all sacrifices; the end of the law fOf righteousness to every
one that believeth. And when the Lord the Holy Ghost, Who lifta
up Christ to the Church in all the fulness and completeness of His
finished salvation, brings Him home to the heart also by the blessed
influences of H1S sovereign grace, and forms Him there the hope ()f
glory; then Christ is seen, and felt, and enjoyed, in all the sweetness
and suitableness of His Divine charact~r; and the believing soul
enters into the apprehension, how blessedly He is made of God to all
His people, "wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption,
that he that glorieth may glory in the Lord" (1 Cor. i. 30).
(To b. concluded.)

CltorresponlJence.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-In the year 1873 my late father was led of God to
commence the work of this book-mission of utilizing old and back
numbers of the various free-grace magazines and books amongst our
sailors and soldiers, By the Lord's goodness it has been maintained
till this day, and although present conditions are difficult, the opportunities for doing good are great beyond measure. Since we have been
settled in our new headquarters it has been possible to advance forward
and increase our sphere of labour, as there is now proper provision for
maintaining stocks of literature. This leads to the greater practical
usefulness of the work throughout the Empire. We shall welcome
extra gifts of books and means at this season of the year, and look to
our kind friends for their continued support
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield St'reel"
):to E. BRIDER.
TOUerdown, Bristol, November 1st, 1924.
UNION.
WE rejoice in every opportunity of Christian union with those who,
'Yhile differing from us denominationally, love and proclaim the fundamental truths dear to us. "The unity of the Spirit'is not any mere
external bOl)d, but it is that oneness of faith, hope and love which
pervades every member of the mystical body; that oneness of heart
and soul and affection of which the Holv Ghost is the sole and immediate
Author." We are ready on every suitable occasion to welcome these
friends, and to join them in the defence of the faith, and in support
of such Christian enterprises as commend themselves to our consciences.
-The'late Mr. John E. Hazelton.
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THE BEST GIFTS.
MANY of my young readers will be looking forward to receiving some
kind gifts when they read these lines, and no doubt some of you are
busily preparing gifts for others. I know of two little girls who are
making pretty little bags, which they intend to fill with lavender from
the garden, and send as their gifts to various relatives. We all like to
give pleasure to others, and are pleased when others present us with
tokens of their love.
I wonder if you have ever thought of the gifts of God brought before
us in God's Word. You could no doubt all repeat John ili. 16, but have
you thought of the meaning of those wonderful words? God loved
the world to such a degree as to give His only-begotten Son. The first
of God's gifts, then, is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. It was God tbe
Father Who drew up the wondrous plan of salvation, and sent His
Son to be the Saviour.
If the Holy Spirit has revealed to our hearts that God gave His
dear Son to die for our sins upon the cross of Calvary, we may well say
with the Apostle Paul, "Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable
gift." The Holy SPirit is also spoken of by the Lord Jesus Christ
as the gift of God. You will remember that Jesus said, "How much
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask
Him1"
...
Eternal life is also spoken of as a gift. "The gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord."
I said that the Lord Jesus is God's great gift, but we must always
remember that He was ready to do His Father's will, and so He tells
us Himself that He came" to give His life a ransom for many." The
Apostle Paul SpeakS of "the Son of God, Who loved me, and gave
Himself for me." What a mercy if, through grace, we can say the
same!
But now let us think of other gifts mentioned in God's Word.
Peter says, " Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious
promises." Search the Scriptures for these, and learn to find by
experience a promise suited to every possible occasion.
In Ephesians il. 8 we are taught that faith is the the gift of God.
Does not this show us how utterly helpless we are?
The prophet Isaiah tells us " He giveth power to the faint." How
we need this in our many times of weakness! You will remember
that the Lord Jesus said, " My peace I give unto you." And it is He
Who promises rest. "Come unto Me, and I will give TOU rest."
I hope that you will all receive gifts which will bring pleasure to
you, but above all that the wondrous gifts mentioned above maybe
yours. Are they not indeed the best gifts ?

E. A. H.
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ROMANISM IN THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.
THE Daily Telegraph for Nov. 6th last has the following announcement
in reference to the late Bishop of Zanzibar:" The Anglo-Catholic Congress Committee is arranging for Requiems
to be offered for the repose of the soul of Dr. Frank Weston (the late
Bishop of Zanzibar), throughout the country on Thursday, Nov. 13th.
A High Mass of Requiem will be sung at St. Alban's, Holborn, at
11 a.m., when the Bishop of London will preside.
" The Actors' Church Union has postponed its anniversary mass until
Thursday, Nov. 20th, at 10.30, at St. Alban's, Holborn, in order to
make room for the solemn requiem. A public requiem will also be
offered at St. Bartholomew's, Brighton, on Saturday, at 11 a.m."
The Bishop of London has subscribed to the 31st Article which says,
" The sacrifices of Masses, in the which it was commonly said, that the
priest did offer Christ for the quick and the dead, to have remission
of pain or guilt, were blasphemous fables, and dangerous deceits."
ROMANISM AT MARSEILLES.
" ON Saturday morning our party paid a trip to the Notre Dame de
la Garde Church on the hill (Marseilles). The 2nd officer got taxis
for us at 8.50 a.m., and we got back well in time for 11.0, when we
were supposed to be on the boat, though we did not actually put off
from Marseilles till 12.15.
" The journey to Notre Dame was well worth while for the glorious
view in the morning sunlight of the whole city and bay. We had to
get up the last part by a funicular railway. The Church, etc., was
terribly saddening. The central figure on the' altar' was a huge figure
of the Virgin and Child. Candles were being sold as votive offerings,
and it was tragic to see the people worshipping, some climbing the
steps to the door with their shoes off. It was sheer paganism to me.
I really cannot see the difference. Of course there were lots of priests
about, most obnoxious-looking men. I simply shuddered to think of
it all under the name of Christianity."-Lettelfrom Rev. A. T. Houghton,
Oct. 20th, ] 924.
THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
AT Eastbourne, on October 29th, a successful Sale of Work was held,
followed by the Annual Meeting, over which Mr. Henry Popham
kindly presided. Although the weather was unfavourable, a large
number of friends were present in Grove Road Chapel. The report
by the Secretary and financial statement by the Treasurer showed a
widening interest in the work of the Society. After a few remarks by
the Chairma,n as to the splendid work the Society is doing, its claims
were urged in addresses by Rev. J. W. Tobitt, ~Ir. Dennis (Treasurer)
and the Secretary.
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On November 4th the church at Budge Street, Staines, arranged
a meeting in the interest of the Society, when the Secretary had an
opportunity to speak On the needs of the Aged Pilgrims,
The Autumn Sale of Work at the Hornsey Rise Home was followed
bya·service in the Chapel, when Rev. Hy. Atherton preached from
Acts xi, 23, a good company being present,
On November 10th the 43rd Anniversary of the Leicester Al.llciliary
took .'place; two meetings being held in the Edward Wood Hall,
Leicester: The meetings, which were well attended, were presided
over by Mr. A. Tyler and the Rev, H. J, Drummond, M,A" and
addresses were given by Revs. M, J. Tryon and H. Atherton, and l\1r.
Dennis and the Secretary,
On November 12th an interesting ceremony took place at
Tunbridge Wells, when the foundation stones of a new Home for
Pilgrims were laid, The meeting was under the chairmanship of
Major-Gen. Owen Hay, and some particulars of the bnilding were
given by Alderman H, M, Caley, the Hon, Architect, Local Ministers
and, the Secretary took part, after which four stones were laid.

iltehieml:l anb
jl}..oticel:l of 13ooh.
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S~RMbNS (Ulll'evised).' By'the late MR, JOHN E. HAzELToN, Price

5s, By post 5s, 6d, Pp, 290. (Miss Hazelton, 48, Buckley Road,
London, N,W,6,)
.
We have read through this beautiful volume with great interest and,
pleasure, It consists of twenty-six sermons, preached by our 4ear
friend the late Mr. John E. Hazelton to the Church worshipping at
Streatley Hall, London, N,W,
For a period of. fifteen years he faithfully ministered the Word' of
life to the Lord's people who ~et in that Hall, and these are a selection
of the sermons he preached there, lovingly collected together, and
printed in book form, By way of introduction there is a~o printed
A 'DeClaration of Faith bY,Mr, Hazelton. This was found amongst
his pa,pers, . It has never before been published. It is full of valuable
teaching ·oh such subjects as "The Peril and Needs of Our Churches,"
" The Holy Scriptures,"" The Everlasting Covena,nt," " The 'Church,"
and "The Doctrine of Grace,"
Mr, Hazelton was a;; able preacher of the everlasting Gospel, and
he loved to exalt Christ and to abase the sinner. These sermons are
fJlll of rich Gospel teaching, They tell of a full and an eternal salvation,
arranged and planned in the great Covenant of grace before the foundations. of ~he world were laid, They tell of the electing love of GO,d the
Father, the redeeming work of God the Son on behalf of Hi!! Church.
a,nd people, and of the regenerating and sanctifying work of God the
Holy Ghost, They ten o£ the blood and righteousness of t)le Divine
Surety of the. everlasting Covenant, They are marked by fulness of
Gospel truth a,nd by: tendill' and loving words to seeking an!! penitent
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sinners.. They display a considerable knowledge and much care in
preparation. they are the words of a true man tlf God who in dependence on the aid of the Divine Spirit earnestly proClaimed the Gospel
of Divine grace in the prayerful hope that God the Holy Ghost would
use the message as the means of regenerating the sinful objects
· of His eternal mercy. Space will not. allow"us to quote from. these
pages, but we strongly advise our readers at once to get the book
· and ma,ke it point of reading one of the ,sermons. every ,week. Mr.
Hazelton was called home on May 8th la.st. , His l"st sermons were
preache<J. on April 6th and 13th, and they form the cOJ:icluding sermons
of this volume. A beautiful portrait of the beloved author forms the
frontispiece. By these sermons, and by' his valuable Declaration' of
Faith; he being dead, yet speaketh,
.'.
.
THE BRITISH MONARCHY AND THE SEE OF ROME. By IYIICHAEL J. F.
MCCARTHY. Cloth 2s. 6d., paper boards 2s. Pp. 125. (Protestant
Truth Society, 3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.4.)
This volume is written by the author of " Priests and People" and
"Five Years in Ireland." Brought up in the Romish faith (though
now a Protestant), he knows the true inwardness of Romanism. The
volume is largely occupied in showing how the terrible troubles in
Ireland have been greatly due to the influencjl of a c~libate hierarchy
and priesthood.
'
" Hitherto unpublished facts relating t<l: the,.recent developments in
Ireland, and events leading up to them" a~e fearlessly and impartially
set forth." No, one can read thiS bOo;>k ,without agreeing with the
author that, "'Recent occurrences in Ireland .show that. the, £ojitical
power of the See of Rome is still formidable and unscr.ilptilou~ly used
agairist those who refuse to accept its sup~eWacy."Theiuthor'w,rites
strongly against the presence of a British envoy a:tthe Yaticarii'imd he
· concludes an ably-written volume by urging ,that, " The rulers of Great
Britain muSt return to the old paths which led to greatness, and make
it their first principle to practise fealty to the Protestant Christian
Settlement to which, under God, our country owes every blessing and
· privilege it possesses."
THE HOLY GHOST: HIS PERSON, HIS. OFFICE AND HIS OPERATIONS
IN EXPERIENCE. Price 6d. post free. Pp. 96. ,(Sovereign Grace
Union; The Parsonage, 98, Camberwell Grove, Lonilon" S.E.5.)
This pamphlet consists of ten papers re~d at the Annual Co~~tence
of the Sovereign Grace Union, held in ,May last at Gr9ve Chapel,
· Camberwell, London. The address of the 'President (Rev.W. Sykes),
· the Conference Sermon, and other briefartieIes are also included. .
Such subjects as " The Holy Ghost, His P~rsonality alid Proc~ssion,"
"The Holy Ghost in the Scriptures," "The :Holy Ghost in'the Incarnation," "The Holy Ghost in the Man Christ Jesus," including the
, Kenosis,' are dealt with by various writers. Pressure of work at this
season of the year has only allowed us to dip into this pamphlet, but
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judging from the excellent matter contained in previous Reports of
this Conference we believe that our readers will find this Report full
of sound Bible teaching on the great topic treated by the various
writers.
WORDS OF COUNSEL. By H. T. STONELAKE. Price 2s. 6d. By post
2s. IOd. Pp. 119. (C. J. Farncombe & Sons, Ltd., 30, Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4. Also from Mr. H. T.
Stonelake, 63, Gregory Boulevard, Nottingham.)
The author of this book is the Minister of Chaucer Street Chapel,
Nottingham. Though a strict Baptist himself, there is nothing of a
denominational character in this volume except in the chapter on
" The Doctrines of the Waldenses." It consists of twenty-six short
chapters addressed with three exceptions to young people. One of
these chapters is on " The Glorious Reformation," another on "The
Protestant and Roman Catholic Standards of Faith." Russellism,
Spiritualism and Fortune-telling are also dealt with. Amongst other
subjects dealt with are " The Holy Scriptures," "Heaven," "Hell,"
"The Sabbath Day." The book contains warnings to parents and
teachers against the dangers to which young people are exposed from
evil company, evil books and worldly amusements. Excellent and
practical teaching, is found throughout the volume in full harmony
with the doctrines of grace.
---My POCKET COMPANION. Price 2d. By post 2id. (Protestant Truth
Society, 3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.4.)
,
Those who have used tliis Calendar and Diary in past years will
doubtless be glad to possess this Pocket Companion for the year 1925.
As in former years, it contains useful warnings against current errors.
There are pages on " Communist Sunday Schools," " Anglo-Catholicism," " Convent Schools," "Religious Infidelity," " Religious Worldliness," etc. ,There are also texts for every day in the year which are
intended to stimulate Bible searching.
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND ALMANAC }'OR 1925. Compiled by CAPT.
J. W. D. BARRON, J.P. Price 2d., or bound in cloth 9d. Postage
extra. (Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street,
Strand, London, W.C.2.)
This is the 37th year of the issue of this admirable Almanac.
It is full of useful information which every Protestant and Evangelical Churchman should know. It gives the King's Protestant
Declaration in full and also the Coronation Oath. It contains useful
information about the many Ritualistic Societies. Particulars of the
National Assembly and of the Parochial Church Councils Measure are
furnished. Lists of Bishops and Deans at home and abroad are given,
together with the usual Postal Regulations.
. END OF VOLUME MX.-NEW SERIES.
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