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" Who comfortetb os in all our t.ribulation, that we ma.y be a.ble to comfort them which are in aDJ
trouble. by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

THE COMING DAY.
" The day is at hand."-RoMAJ.""s xiii. 12.
To the family of GOD who were living in the chief city of the Roman
Empire the apostle announces the approach of the Day. " The
night is far spent," he says, but" the day is at hand." More than
eighteen hundred years have elapsed since the inspired apostle
wrote these words, but the day of which he wrote has not yet
dawned. But it will certainly dawn when the predestined moment
arrives. The day has been appointed and fixed by Divine purpose
and it will assuredly come. The announcement of the apostle is
therefore intended for the members of GOD'S redeemed family now.
They are not to fix their minds on the present, but they are to look
forward to the dawning of the coming day, a day the like of which
has never before dawned. At present we are Jiving in the night.
The whole period from our LORD'S ascension into heaven until His
return is called the night. It is a period of moral and spiritual
darkness. It is a period during which the world at large is under
the power of Satan. "The whole world lieth in the wicked one."
It is a period during which the god of this world is deceiving the
whole world, and leading men captive at his will. It is true that
" the light of the glorious Gospel of CHRIST" has been and is shining.
It is true that during this night multitudes have been turned from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto GOD, but the
great majority have walked and still walk in darkness. Think of
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the millions upon millions who are still in heathen and Mohammedan
darkness. Think of the darkness of sin, superstition, idolatry, and
error which pervades Christendom. Think of the darkness and
apostasy from truth even among Protestant Christians. Think
of the ravages of Sacerdotalism, Arminianism, Higher Criticism,
Modernism, and worldliness amongst professedly Protestant Christians. Think of the condition of things in England notwithstanding
an its great spiritual privileges. Think of the increasing apostasy
of its Churches, established and nonconformist, from Bible truth.
Think of the millions in this professedly Christian country who
turn their backs on the LORD'S day and the LORD'S Word. How
few there are comparatively of the people in our cities, towns, and
villages who enter the doors of Churches, Chapels, and Mission
Halls. And what of those who do attend such places on the LORD'S
day ~ How few of them even have been delivered from the power
of darkness and translated into the kingdom of GOD'S dear SON.
Large numbers are mere professors. They have the form of godliness, but deny the power thereof. ,¥hen we thus take a general
survey of the world at large, must we not come to the conclusion
that darkness covers the earth and gross darkness the peoples ~
The world which GOD created is indeed a beautiful world, but sin
has marred it, and along with sin, suffering and sorrow and trial
abound on every hand. The darkness of sin, of ignorance and of
suffering prevail. It is therefore a time of night, but" the Day is
at hand." That is our hope. Optimistically the people of GoD
look forward to the Day.
It is about the Day that we propose to write.
1. First let us ask what the apostle means by "the Day."
It was a period well known to the believers in Rome. The
apostle does not therefore explain the expression to them, but we
can gather its meaning from his use of the word in other Epistles.
Three times in the Second Epistle to Timothy does the apostle
refer to the day as though it were well known. He says, "He is
able to keep that which I have committed lmto him against that
day." "The LORD grant unto him that he may find mercy of the
LORD in that day." "A crown of righteousness, which the LORD,
the righteous JUDGE, shall give me at that day" (i. 12, 18; iv. 8).
Peter uses the expression" until the day dawn" (2 Pet. i. 19), and
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in the Epistle to the Hebrews we read "exhorting one another;
and so much the more, as ye see the dayapproaehing " (x. 25).
What then is this day of which so much is made ~ It is the day
of the LORD'S coming. It is the day when the BRIDEGROOM will
come for His bride, when the REDEEMER will come for His redeemed,
when the SHEPHERD will come for His sheep, when CHRIST will
come to fetch His ransomed people Home. "He shall come to be
glorified in His saints, and to be admired in all them that believe
in that day" (2 Thess. i. 10). That day is CHRIST'S day. Writing
to the Corinthian saints the apostle says, "Ye come behind in no
gift; waiting for the coming of our LORD JESUS CHRIST: Who
shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in
the day of our LORD JESUS CHRIST" (1 Cor. i. 7, 8).
GOD'S people are all deeply interested in that day. It will be
the day of their full redemption. It will be the day of complete
deliverance from all the awful consequences of sin in respect to
the redeemed people of GOD. They are" waiting for the adoption,
to wit, the redemption of our body." This corruptible body is to
put on incorruption, and this mortal is to put on immortality,
when that day dawns. The apostle speaks of this day when he
says, "Grieve not the HOLY SPIRIT of GOD, whereby ye are sealed
unto the day of redemption" (Ephes. iv. 30).
That day will be the day of resurrection. Our LORD spoke of it
when He said, "This is the FATHER'S will Which hath sent Me,
that of all which He hath given Me I should lose nothing, but should
raise it up again at the la.t day" (John vi. 39, 40, 44, 54). Martha
knew of this day. She said of her brother, " I know that he shall
rise again in the resurrection at the last day" (John xi. 24).
That day will be the day of reward for GOD'S people. "Every
man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall deolare it,
because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every
man's work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide . . . he
shall receive a reward" (1 Cor. iii. 13, 14). The LORD will then
"bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make
manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have
praise of God" (1 Cor. iv. 5). It will be the time when" Well
done! " will be said to the faithful servants. The Apostle Paul was
looking forward to that day. He said, " There is laid up for me a
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crown of righteousness, which the LoRD, the righteous JUTIGE,
shall give me at that day .. and no" to me only" (note these words)
" but unto all them also that love His appearing" (2 Tim. iv. 8).
All those who love the LORD'S appearing shall at that day receive
a crown of righteousness. 'What a glorious day it will be for the
people of GOD! We are unable in any adequate degree to realize
the joy, blessedness and glory of that day. The LORD JESUS will
then descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of GOD. All who have died in the
LORD will rise from their graves. Living saints will be changed
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, and they will be caught
up together to meet the LORD in the air. Death will be swallowed
up in victory. The redeemed will be delivered for ever from sin
and sorrow, and where He Who redeemed them is, there they will
be also, "for ever with the LORD."
There is, however, a dark side even to that day. The same day
which will bring full and eternal blessedness to believers will bring
judgment and woe on impenitent sinners. The day when the LORD
comes to be glorified in His saints will be the day on which He
will take vengeance on them that know not GOD, and who obey
not the Gospel of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. We read of "the
day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of Gm::,"
"the day when GOD shall judge the secrets of men by JESUS
CHRIST," "the great day of His wrath," "the day of judgment
and perdition of ungodly men" (see Rom. ii. 5, 16; Rev. vi. 17;
2 Peter ii. 9; iii. 7). That day will be an awfully solemn day
for mere professors. "Many will say to Me in that day," the
LORD says, "LORD, LORD, have we not prophesied in Thy name?
And in Thy name have cast out devils? And in Thy name done
many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I
never knew you: depart from Me, ye that work iniquity" (Matt.
vii. 22, 23).
That day will come as a thief in the night, suddenly and unexpectedly to the ungodly. "When they shall say, Peace and safety;
then sudden destruction cometh upon them" (1 Thess. v. 2, 3).
It will be "the day of vengeance of our GOD." Then the lofty
looks of man shall be humbled and "the LORD alone shall be
exalted in that day" (Isaiah ii. 11; lxi. 2). Oh, the awful solemnity

The Gospel Magazine

511

of it all! Yet this day is fixed and arranged in GOD'S purposes and
plans. "He hath appointed a day, in the which He will judge the
world in righteousness by that MAN Whom He hath ordained"
(ActS xvii. 31). We may well pray" When Thou, my righteous JUDGE, shalt come
To fetch Thy ransomed people home,
Shall I among them stand 1
Shall such a worthless worm as I,
Who sometimes am afraid to die,
Be found at Thy right hand 1 "
If through infinite mercy we are "justified freely by His grace
through the redemption that is in CHRIST JESUS," we need have
no fear. When the day of which we have been writing dawns,
each believer will be manifestly numbered amongst the people of
GOD who will be welcomed into the heavenly mansions.

" Then with what rapture shall I sing,
"\V'hile heaven's resounding mansions ring
With shouts of sovereign grace."
2. Secondly, let us notice what the apostle says about the day.
He says, "The day is at hand." It has come nigh. Peter
makes a similar statement. He says, " The end of all things is at
hand" (1 Pet. iv. 7). James says, "The coming of the LORD
draweth nigh" (James v. 8). The same verb and the same tense
is used in these three passages. The day is at hand. The end is
at hand. The coming of the LORD is at hand. Yet the day has
not yet dawned. How can it be said to be at hand 1 Evidently
the inspired writers were viewing things from the Divine standpoint.
"Beloved," says the Apostle Peter, "be not ignorant of this one
thing, that one day is with the LORD as a thousand years, and a
thlYUsand years as one day" (2 Pet. iii. 8). From the LORD'S standpoint only about two days have elapsed since the Apostle wrote
" The day is at hand."
Thus from the Divine point of view we may well sing-

" , A little while,' our LORD shall come,
And we shall wander here no more;
He'll take us to our FATHER'S home,
Where He for us hath gone beforeTo dwell with Him, to see His face,
And sing the glories of His grace."
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3. Thirdly, let us notice why the apostle announces the near approach
of the day.
His design is doubtless to comfort our hearts and to inspire us
with hope. Cheer up, ye saints of GOD, he seems to say.- You
are in the night, but the night is far spent. It is nearly over, and
the Day is at hand. All the sorrows, temptations and trials of the
present pathway will soon come to an end. The sun of righteousness
will rise, and the long night of darknees will be dispersed. The
apostle would have us fix our thoughts on the great and glorious
event which will usher in the Day. He would have us look for that
blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great GOD and
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.
Moreover, he announces the dawning of the Day to stimulate us
to a holy walk in view of its approach. "Let us therefore cast
off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light"
(Rom. xiii. 12). Those who are looking for the Day are "the
children of the light, and the children of the day." They are not
of the night, nor of darkness. "Therefore let us not sleep, as do
others; but let us watch (keep awake) and be sober" (1 Thess.
v. 5, 6, 8).
There is a good time coming, then, dear Christian readers. The
Day is yet to dawn. In view of that day put on the breastplate
of faith and love, and for a helmet, the hope of salvation. "Set
your hope perfectly on the grace that is to be brought unto you
at the revelation of JESUS CHRIST" (1 Pet. i. 13, R.V.). Meanwhile take heed in your hearts to the sure word of prophecy " as
unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and
the day STAR arise" (2 Pet. i. 19).

"Come, LORD, and tarry not,
Bring the long-looked-for day;
Oh, why these years of waiting here,
These ages of delay 1
" Come, for Thy saints still wait,
Daily ascends their sigh;
The SPIRIT and the Bride say, Come;
Dost Thou not hear the cry 1 "
(Dr. H. Bona,'.)
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

•
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Mta!!l:lllJe ff},otel:l,
THE TOUCH OF JESUS.
" And HI! wuched lwr hand, and the fever left her."-Matt. viii. 15.

THE woman whose hand Jesus touched was Peter's wife's mother.
She was laid, and sick of a fever, and her relatives" besought Him
for her," and He stood over her, "touched her hand, and the fever
left her" (see Luke iv. 38, 39). It was a touch of tenderness
and power, and it resulted in the complete cure of the one who was
stricken down with fever. We often read of our Lord's touch in
the synoptic Gospels, and the record of these cases is full of spiritual
instruction. Let us make His touch the subject of our meditation.
1. First, observe that the touch of Jesus was brought to bear on
all kinds of cases.
A leper came to Him and said, " Lord, jf Thou wilt, Thou canst
make me clean." In response to that cry of faith we read, "Jesus
put forth His hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean.
And immediately his leprosy was cleansed" (Matt. viii. 2, 3).
Two blind men followed Him crying, " Thou Son of David, have
mercy on us." The Lord said, "Believe ye that I am able to do
this .?" Thejr answer was, "Yea, Lord." "Then touc.'!ed 11e their
eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto you. And their
eyes were opened."
Two other blind men sitting by the wayside near Jericho uttered
the same cry for mercy, and we read, "Jesus had compassion OD
them, and touched their eyes: and immediately their eyes received
sight" (Matt. ix. 29; xx. 34).
'In this same Gospel we find that His touch was brought to bear
upon the timid and fearful. Peter, James and John were on the
mount of transfiguration. Tlj.ey heard the voice of God saying,
" This is My beloved Son, irtWhom I am well pleased; hear ye
Him." When they heard it, "they fell on their face, and were
sore afraid." But" Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise,
and be not afraid" (Matt. xvii. 5-7). In Mark's Gospel His touch
was brought to bear upon one that was deaf and had an impediment
in his speech. "And He tool.. him aside from the multitude, and
put His fingers into his ears, and He spit, and touched his tongue"
and sighed, saying, "Ephphatha, that is, Be opened. And
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straightway his ears were opened, and the string of his tongue
was loosed, and he spake plain" (Mark vii. 32-35).
Even little children were made to feel His touch. "They brought
young children to Him, that He should touch them. . . . And He
took them up in His arms, put His hands upon them, and blessed
them" (Mark x. 13-16). When Peter cut off the right ear of the
servant of the high priest, Jesus "t01whed his ear, and healed him "
(Luke xxii. 51).
His touch was also brought to bear upon the dead. "He came
and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And He
said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. And he that was dead
sat up, and began to speak" (Luke vii. 14, 15).
All these instances beautifully illustrate the variety of spiritual
•
cases which experience His touch of power and grace. The objects
of His eternal mercy are afflicted with the leprosy of sin, but the
time comes in their spiritual history when He says, "I will; be
thou clean." Vile, morally unclean, and sinful though they are,
His blood can cleanse them immediately and fully from all sin.
They are by nature blind and in spiritual darkness, but He gives
light to them that sit in darkness and guides their feet into the
way of peace. He opens blind eyes, brings out the prisoners from
the prison, " and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house"
(Isaiah xlii. 7).
His people may be timid, fearful and afraid, but He cheers them
with His touch and sympathy, and His words of encouragement.
His people may be deaf to the Gospel of His grace, and dumb
to pray or to praise, but He unstops the ears of the deaf and causes
the tongue of the dumb to sing. By nature His people are dead
in trespasses and sins, but Christ by His Spirit quickens and
regenerates them, and saves them by His grace. It is His office
" to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to them that are bound" (Isaiah
Lri. 1).
.
2. Secondly, tt is in.tructive to notice that the touch of Jesus was
brought to bear upon men, women, and children.
Leprous men were cleansed, blind men had their eyes opened,
deaf men had their ears unstopped, dead men were raised to life
again. Women, like Simon's wife's mother, experienced His mercy,
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and little children were taken up into His arms and blessed by Him.
Strong men, weak women, and little children all need His saving
touch. His infinite grace, His pardoning mercy, and His quickening
power, are experienced by male and female, young and old, rich
and poor.
3. Thirdly, His touch was a Witch of compassion and tenderness.
Of the blind men near .T ericho we read, " Jesus had compassion
on them, and touched their eyes."
Of the leper we read, "Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth
His hand, and touched him" (Mark i. 41).
Surely also tenderness and compassion led Him to welcome the
little children by taking them up in His arms, putting His hands
upon them, and blessing them. Truly He is a compassionate and
tender Saviour.
" He sympathizes with our grief,
And to the sufferer sends relief."
4. Lastly, His touch was a touch of pmver.
His almighty power was brought to bear upon those whom He
touched so that the blind received their sight, lepers were cleansed,
the deaf were made to hear, and the dead were raised. He is a
mighty Saviour. No c~se is beyond the reach of His power. No
sinner is too black for Him to forgive, no soul too dead for Him
to regenerate.
" He comes, the prisoners to release,
In Satan's bondage held;
The gates of brass before Him burst,
The iron fetters yield.
" He comes, from thickest films of vice
To clear the mental ray;
And on the eyeballs of the blind
To pour celestial day.
" He comes, the broken heart to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure;
And with the treasures of His grace
To enrich the humble poor."

What a mercy if we have felt His touch, and have experienced
His cleansing, enlightening, healing, quickening, and saving power!
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).
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'{8i1grhn lIlapetf.'.
WELLSPRINGS.
" The gm/Xl of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen."REVELATION xxii. 21.
WHILST pondering the home-going of the saints, as intimation reached
me of yet one more weary dove having been safely housed in her eternal
ark, my eyes lighted upon the verse which heads this paper. The
last words which close the books of the Old Testament are a curse
and a warning" lest I come and smite the earth with a curse" (Mal.
iv. 6), but the last words of the New Testament speak of Gospel blessing.
J\foreover, they sum up that wonderful chapter of John's vision of the
heavenly city, in which he speaks of " a pure river of water of life,"
and " the tree of life," the golden street, the throne of God and of
the Lamb, and the happy, immortal inhabitants who know no curse,
no sin, no sorrow, no death, and who reign with God for ever and
ever. And after all this great and glorious unveiling the cry of the
Spirit and the bride is heard saying, Come. Come and gather us also
to those heavenly regions of bliss. Come and leave us no more. Come
and receive us unto Thyself and to be with Thee and those redeemed
multitudes. Come and end this loneliness and sorrow, these days of
conflict and strife with sin and Satan and our evil hearts. Come and
take us to Thyself, where we shall be with Thee and like Thee. Then
as a gentle whisper across from those heavenly shores we hear as it were
the words of life and hope, "He Which testifieth these things sajth,
Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. Thc
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen."
They calm our fears, they speak of heaven. They tell us that the
grace that was with our dear ones, who once sojourned with us in this
vale of tears, is the grace of their and our Lord Jesus Christ Who " will
not be in glory, and leave us behind." He, Who is the God of all
grace and Whose grace was in His well-beloved Son 'without measure,
is the portion of every blood-bought sheep until grace is exchanged
for glory. This, then, is the comfortable assurance, dear reader, that
He Who has gathered part of the host to Himself, is coming to fetch
us likewise. He knows our loneliness, He knows our hearts, and
how constantly torn they are with these sorrowful partings. He
knows jnst what we are feeling as one and another of our faithful
witnesses are made silent in death. And so, He tenderly reminds us,
" I will come again, and receive yon unto Myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also." Meanwhile, the grace that was bestowed
upon every dear saint now triumphant, but
H

Who wrestled hard as we do now,
,"Vith sins and doubts and fears,"

the same grace is ours and He will see we have our portion.
My thoughts travel back to the first month of this year when in
His inscrutable wisdom the great Head of the Church saw fit to remove
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a faithful ambassador in the sudden death of the Rev. D. C. W.
Harrison, vicar of St. Philip and St. James, Ilfracombe. Mr. Harrison
was a definite evangelical and held the Word of God in its entirety,
and consequently was a warm supporter of the RC.M.S. He was
greatly beloved in Ilfracombe, as also by the many visitors during the
season. One beloved child of God in mourning his loss wrote how
" his ministry made our holiday, and it is with feelings of joy and sadness
that dear mother and I recall the time spent in listening to the earnest,
instructive, and deeply spiritual addresses given by Mr. Harrison,
which addresses may be summed up under the headings, , The grace of
God,' and' The crucifying of the old nature, that Christ may have the
pre-eminence.' "

In the same month also one of the Lord's dear hidden, humble
saints was gathered at a ripe old age. Miss Rhoda Reallf, of Hastings,
was known to God's children around her who lovingly ministered to
her necessities and comfort. She was a great lover of the GOSPEL
M.AGAZINE and a correspondent of "Follower On" in these pages.
When the writer of this article saw her during a brief visit to Hastings
in the previous smnmer, she was in bed and spoke of her great weakness. "I shall soon be home," and" Oh, what will the first glimpse
of His face be!" she remarked with intense feeling and fervour.
And now she is " satisfied" !
In the month of l\iIarch we were indebted to that most excellent
and faithful witness, The English Churchman, for a very choice reference
to the home-going of Mr. Colin Taylor, J.P., whose name and associations one cherishes sacredly in the memory of other days when our
beloved friend, Mr. John Wood (who was his brother-in-law, and
through whose instrumentality Mr. Taylor was led to Christ), would
tell of his useful life and his Gospel addresses in connection with the
Evangelization Society. ~fost of our readers will I'ecall the touching
tribute dear Mr. Wood paid to his nephew's memory, when Mr. Taylor
lost a beloved and only son at Hooge in 1915, and carried that sorrow
to his end. "A life well lived " told of the bright Christian example
James Wood Colin Taylor, 1st Lieut. 2nd Battitlion Sherwood Foresters,
bore in the army, and of the sweet influence he left behind him in the
field abroad and in the home in England..
Mr. Taylor was suddenly called home to his eternal inheritance.
" He was 1wt,for God toole him, and on his face," says the English Churchman, " was a radiance of joy," as his wife found him on Sunday morning,
~farch 8, after having persuaded him, as he did not seem very well,
to remain in bed for his breakfast.
Mr. Taylor was a staunch Evangelical Churchman and keenly
alive to the dangers of the proposed Prayer Book revision, and
actively supported Bishop Knox in his memorial against it.
A beloved and aged saint, Mrs. J. Newton, of Hook Norton, Banbury,
was called away in the early part of the year. She was one of our
dear conference friends whom we met in those year~ for the first time
in the flesh, but with whom we had corresponded through the GOSPEL
\

,
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We were privileged to secure for her rooms for the conference and to hear her testimony as to her enjoyment of the privilege
of attending those meetings. Of recent years dear Mrs. Newton took
great delight in working some little gifts for our annual A.P.F.S.
Sale, a society very dear to her heart. She wrote in July of 1924:
" I hope you are contemplating having another sale of work. I am
still much interested in this excellent Society. What a truly sad loss
it has sustained in the death of dear Mr. Hazelton, but what a
triumphant departure it has been for him, and when we contemplate
his state of bliss, we must not dwell upon our loss with too much regret."
In the following month dear Mrs. Newton wrote again telling that
she was anxious to send her gifts early as " of late I have had severe
heart attacks and at my advanced age" (being 89 if spared till
October)-she went on to speak of the uncertainty of all things here.
On April 15 there passed away l\'liss Nicholas, one who had formerly
been associated with St. Mary-Ie-Port and who when able took a lively
interest in the ministry and good works there.
And now very tenderly we are drawn to refer to a dear friend of
the late beloved Rector of St. Mary-Ie-Port, and his family and myself.
Dear Miss Mary Yewdalllooked forward to her annual joy of attending
the CIifton Conferences. She and her life-long friend, Miss Ingham
(they were seals to the beloved Richard Hoare's ministry in Yorkshire)
threw such spirit into those meetings by their loving zeal as was quite
inspiring. Journeying the long distance from Yorkshire to Clifton,
they would gather to their rooms as many of the Lord's children as
they could, and many a young seeker or Christian of tender years
was encouraged by Miss Yewdall's love and generous entertainment,
as also by her savoury conversation. And when the Conference was
over, our dear friends continued with us. To them, the services at
St. Mary-Ie-Port and the fellowship of the beloved James Ormiston
was the red letter month in the year. Miss L. Ormiston tells me
that in one, if not her last, letter, Miss Yewdall wrote of the fierce
conflict with sin and how she was knowing now in the end of her long
life more of indwelling sin than in all her former experience. And
Miss Ormiston recalled how on one occasion when, as was her custom,
she always brought Mr. Ormiston up from church in her cab during
her visit, Miss Yewdall remarked to him how she seemed to fear that
she had had so little to do with the conflict of indwelling sin. Her
life in the Lord Jesus had for the most part been calm and serene.
And Mr. Ormiston was led to say as a faithful warning, " It is possible
you may be called to pass through it in later years." And it was evident
that she did, while to this conflict was added many a sorrow and sore
afRiction. After the loss of her dear friend and companion, Miss
Yewdall was frequently very seriously ill, and had to pass through many
painful vicissitudes in finding a snitable home. Sometimes it was
in nursing homes, sometimes in lodgings, and again in the home of
some friend raised up temporarily. But the constant f1ittings and
tossings about must have been a very painful experience. "It is a
MAGAZINE.
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great reality to be 80 years of age-do pray for me," came once in a
letter. And again, May 7, 1924, she expresses herself warmly in
appreciation of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. "I always long for a blessing
as I have had in the past from your portions in the dear Magazine,
but I fear in old age the mind does not grasp so readily the sweet
portions of the truth of God as in earlier days. Also it seems so seldom
one meets with the members of His family. One of the vicars at
Horsforth, the church of such blessed memories, connected with Mr.
Bluett and Mr. Richard Hoare, spent an hour with me one day. He
had been vicar of Haworth twenty years where Grimshaw was so
blessed." And then she goes on to deplore the state of the Church of
England and how" the Anglo-Catholics are bringing our country down,"
and" the people seem to have no heart-I never was so lonely before."
I remember one instance of her fearlessness when on a visit with her
to a celebrated Yorkshire Abbey. I soon found her in a spirited and
heated argmnent with the verger against all the ritualistic appointments, and how opposed it was to Protestant Churchpeople. She
took me to task afterwards very faithfully that I did not speak my
indignation also, and remarked, " My conscience compels me to speak
and warn. What, supposing one should rise in judgment against me
in the last great day and say you never warned me! "-which was
solemnly impressive and convicting.
It was during that visit'to her in her home at Rawdon overlooking
the Yorkshire moors, that she and Miss Ingham related the sweet
story of grace which worked in the heart of a poor destitute lad who
came to their back door one Sabbath morning and whom tHey were
the honoured instruments of leading as a sinner to the foot of the
cross. Our readers may recall the narrative which afterwards appeared
in the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE in 1906, under the title of " The
Wonders and Glories of Grace," and which was subsequently printed
in two editions in booklet form by an appreciative reader at Brighton.
The dear lad (George Herbert Illingworth) grew rapidly in grace and
his dear instructress had the joy of seeing it.
And now dear Miss Mary Yewdall is no longer in these lowlands.
On August 27 her dear friend of girlhood days, Miss E. Blackith
(who with her dear sister Letitia were also seals with Miss Yewdall
of the Rev. Richard Hoare's ministry), wrote, " I feel constrained to
let you know our mutual friend, Miss Yewdall, received her home-call
on August 27, at the advanced age of 84. Her last letter was written
on the 17th (just ten days before). She had been very ill with heart
trouble-and rather tried with heavy expenses and unable to get a
snitable nurse-companion, but she said, ' How good and merciful the
dear Lord is in sparing to me my senses and eyesight. He sent me a
true out-and-out believer. She has been twice with me, so unexpected.
Pray that I may be kept and guided.' Whether this last sentence
has reference to any plans or home arrangements I do not know ;
but dear Mary Yewdall was soon gathered to her eternal rest and to
see the Beloved of her soul face to face in open vision."

•

•
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Although other free-grace magazines will doubtless be giving a suitable reference, we cannot refrain from mentioning dear Miss Mary
Bourne, daughter of the late James Bourne of Croydon, who after
prolonged fiery suflering, borne with such marvellous patience and
unmurmuring submission, "fell asleep in Jesus on September 20.
Victory through the Blood of the Lamb."
Another link with the sacred past is broken in the peaceful passing
(in her sleep) of dear Miss Bessie Thornton at Cheltenham. She and
her sister Mary, with their aged saintly mother, were some of the first
to welcome us to Clifton thirty years ago, and in them we found no
ordinary bond, as they were great lovers of the distinguishing doctrines
of grace and warm supporters of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. And now
all three we know are before the throne and hymning the eternal praises
of the Lamb.
The readers will recall the sacred allusions made by our esteemed
Editor and others during the year to the gathering home of the late
Miss E. J. Parke of Seaforth, " a nonagenarian and ardent reader of
the GoSPEL MAGAZINE," and also of the late JIff. J. Johnstone PaImer
of Belfast, who although he had been bedridden for over seven years,
was taken very suddenly at the end, leaving his beloved widow to
moUIn his loss and her solitary condition, but also with the blessed
hope of a glorious reunion in a tearless world.
And thus after this brief and all too unworthy reference to those
dear children of God who have gone from us during the year now
fast closing, we are led back to the all-inspiring words of our text,
" The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen." "The
grace" from its one Source and Giver; the grace that sought and
kept them; the grace that was freely bestowed upon them; may the
same grace be sweetly realized by His waiting saints.
This book of the Revelation which begins with" Grace be unto you
and peace from Him, which is, and which was, and which is to come"
(i. 4), ends with a similar prayer for blessing. It is all blessedness for
those in Christ Jesus. It is all grace from Him Who is " full of grace."
He, as Captain of His people's salvation, was" made perfect through
suffering," that their blessings should endure throughout countless
ages. They have gotten the victory, they tread the golden streets,
they praise Him unceasingly in that celestial city, where they walk
with Him in white, worthy through the blood of the Lamb. And as
it were a voice from this glorious abode echoes down to the saints
who yet tread these lowlands, and the Author of the grace bestowed
upon them when they were here, speaks to our hearts and lifts us up
to " hope to the end for the grace," yea, the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ which will be with everyone of his saints until they too see
the face of the crucified, " the Lamb Who is all the glory, in Immanuel's
land."
" Oh! the Beloved City!
How populons its homes!
Ten thousand times ten thonsand dwell
Beneath its echoing domes;

-"
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Like dew-drops that the field adorn,
Like blades of grass they gemThose

SODS

of morn, the heaven-born,

No man may number them.

•

•

•

*

" O'er the Beloved City
New Heavens unveil their face;
There the great Sun of glory shines,
Glassed in the sea of peace.
Up silvery spaces, wonder-strewn,
Wends many a sta.rry stair;

A sun-bright moon-a seven-fold noonMake eve and morning there.
" O'er the Beloved City,
No temple towers arise;

For those who there adore their God
Behold Him with their eyes.
No veil is in the Holy Pla.ce,
No shrine obscures the Light,
But for one Face of radiant grace.
E'en glory were not bright.
"Hail to the Holy City,
Where the God-man is ador'dThe Royal Sacred CityThe City of the LORD I "
The coming of the Lord Jesus for His saints is the constant and
dominant expectation of His waiting Church. It is therefore, as a
quaint writer puts it, "pinned as a badge upon their sleeve," they
" wait for His Son from heaven." Let us, beloved readers. seek to
ruminate on the glories of the unveiling and of the bright realities
that await us in that tearless world. We often love to join in singing,
"We sing of the realms of the blest.
That country so bright and so fair,
And oft are its glories confessed,
But what mUlt it be to be there?"

Oh! what must it be 1 What rapture, what bliss! to see the face
once marred with our sins, but now shining in beatific splendour!
Here in these lowlands we wait. "Eye hath seen not" and heart
has not conceived what are the glories laid up for the saints. But we
shall know and be known. We shall meet all our beloved ones gone
before. We shall" sit down with Abraham. Isaac and Jacob in the
kingdom," and above all else we shall see Jesus. This therefore. beloved,
is as it were a blessedly uplifting message wafted to us from that land
where grace is exchanged for glory and where all the redeemed saints
will join in ceaseless praise to "the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,"
which sought and bought them, and brought them home to the kingdom
of their Father.
Oh! think of the endless hallelujahs and ascriptions of praise to
35
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Him, the all-worthy One Who loved them, bought them, and redeemed
them to God by His precious blood.
The countless throng of redeemed sinners are "employed in that
work of service day and night," where praises will never cease, praises
. unmingled with sin and sinful infirmities; praises which will ever
redound to the glory of " the Lamb in the midst of the throne" !
Again we ask, beloved reader, "What must it be to be there! "

R.

Sermonl:' nnll N oUl:' of Setmonl:'.
AN URGENT PRAYER.
BRIEF NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV.
JAMES ORMISTON ON FEBRUARY 7TH, 1909.

" Unto Thee will] cry, 0 Lord, my Rock; be not silent to me: lest, if
Thou be silent to me, ] become like them that go down into the pit."PSALM xxviii. 1.
.
THIS Psahn, dear friends, is ascribed to David, whom the Holy Ghost
has designated" the sweet Psalmist of Israel." That is God's Own
mind, and no doubt God takes singular delight in these Psalms; they
are largely the language of Jesus, of Whom David was the type. These
Psalms were constantly on the lips of Jesus, and He died with the
language of the 22nd on His lips, as though He could find no more
exact description of the travail of His soul. God's people through
all the ages have found these Psalms suitably express the experiences
of their hearts.
The first thing we notice on David's part is his resolution in prayer.
" Unto Thee will] cry, 0 Lord, my Rock." He had proved God ·to be
faithful in every time of need. David did not visit the Mercy-seat
occasionally, but he prayed without ceasing. The Holy Spirit had
taken possession of him. We may prove ourselves, children of God,
by this text: how far are we prayerful in spirit, and in truth! Are
we trusting Him at all times in prayer! There are many expressions
employed in reference to prayer in God's Holy Word; here very
earnest, urgent prayer is signified, " Unto Thee will I cry, 0 Lord, my
Rock." How important it is to be definite in prayer, and if we are
not definite we had better be silent. A few words spoken from the
heart that knows its need are better than thousands spoken with the
lips only. Whatever brings us very near to the Mercy-seat is a
blessing; however painful a thing considered in itself it may be that
brings us there, it is a blessing, though one hidden from our eyes, and
God will show us sooner or later that it was so. We bless the Lord
for every cross, and for every crook in our lot, and we see how wise
He was that He did not withhold them in spite of our cries to the
contrary. We read of complaints, so the complainant comes to the
Mercy-seat-Ieaving the matter with the Lord. This is what it should
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be-that we leave our matters with the Lord, dear tried children of
God. These Psalms reveal to us the deeper experiences of David: he
was a man of many afllictions, and so he was constantly at the Mercyseat pouring out all his cares. We wonder sometimes how it is that
the-Scriptures have forecast our own experience so accurately. Is our
resolve like David's-" My prayer shall be definite, earnest, urgent" ?
To pray without ceasing demands the greatest grace of all. Jesus
prayed" more earnestly" in the Garden. And so with us at timesunlike Jesus at any time-Qur prayers are feeble, but grace revives us
and we pray then more earnestly. "Unto Thee will I cry, 0 Lord,
my Rock. As my Rock I will cry to Thee, I will not address Thee as
a stranger. I have so often come unto Thee, I will come again and
more often. Thou wilt keep him who is at the Mercy-seat from all
harm, not a single shaft shall hit, for the Mercy-seat is within the veil
and nothing that defileth can enter there, no poisoned arrow can
touch Thy child there."
And secondly-the petition, David's petition, there is something
very distinctive about it, dear friends. "Be not silent unto me." A
soul that delights in communion with God delights in hearing God
speak to him, it is the Father delighting in His suppliant child and the
child delighting in the Father. So silence would be painful, and David
puts this petition, "Be not silent unto me," in the forefront of his
prayer. Let us turn to a passage in Joshua, the 10th chapter, the
12th verse, in connection with the depth of experience in this urgent
petition. "Then spake Joshua to the Lord in the day when the Lord
delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said
in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still," here we have immovability,
"stand thou still "-in the margin it is "be silent." The sun was
not to withdraw its light, nor was the moon to withdraw its light, they
were to stand still, they were to be immovable. So we are to understand this language of David's prayer: "Be not silent unto me, be not
immovable as if not hearing these petitions, but show Thyself moved
by my appeals. Let me see Thy Face, let me hear Thy Voice."
And then, thirdly, we have the fear that possessed David's heart,
" Lest, if Tlwu be silent to me, I become like them that go down into the
pit." It would be death to him if God were silent to him, for God's
Presence is life, God's favour is life. But if God were immovable, as
if not having the slightest care for His suppliant child, oh, this was
the fear of David's heart: it would be death to him. This was one
of the horrors of the cross of Calvary. The Son of Man went through
this awful experience of Divine silence. Hear the cry of the agonized,
breaking heart of Jesus: "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken
Me? Why art Thou so far from helping Me, and from the words of
My roaring? 0 My God, I cry in the daytime, but Thou hearest not;
and in the night season and am not silent." This was the horror of
the cross. No substitute for Jesus was found. A ram was provided
for Isaac, but none could be discovered for Jesus. And when He
cried for salvation no answer came, the heavens were as brass. See
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the confession: "But Thou art holy, 0 Thou that inhabitest the
praises of Israel." He, the Divine Sin-bearer, honours His Father in
that hour of judgment. "Thou art holy even when silent to Me,
because I am the Sin-bearer." This was the anguish of the cross that
the Father should withdraw the shining of His countenance and
surround Himself with a darkness that could not be pierced. And
there was merit, infinite merit, in this. Jesus went through all this
that His people should never know it in the bitterness and curse of it.
There is nothing penal nor of wrath in the silence of God now to His
people. When He is silent He is wisely silent. He is rich in mercy,
tender mercy. He is always the same, though His dispensations vary;
in those dispensations He knows no change. We shelter behind Jesus.
He has endured the cross and exhausted the penalty, and the dealings
of God with us, fellow-believers, are as a Father to His children.
Sooner or later He will clear up all the mysteries of His dealings with
us. Oh, what a shout of joy rends the air of heaven when a child
of God enters into the very Presence of his Redeemer-Lord-all the .
discipline left behind for ever and ever! We delight to think of them
enjoying the joy of their Lord-those who have worshipped here with
us and whose seats are now vacant ~ and we would follow them here
below as they followed their Lord, till we also shall come to His eternal

JOY·
" Unto Thee will I cry, and be not silent

me. Let me hear Thy
Voice if it be but a whisper. Speak to me comforting, strengthening,
counselling words, for if not I shall be like them without life." I
think this appeal from a believer's heart must prevail. He may not
speak in the earthquake nor in the fire, but in a whisper, and if we are
still enough we shall hear. Ask Him for utterly silent hearts. Keep
silence before God, maybe He will whisper a word for us in that still,
small Voice, and our minds will be full of peace.
to

"WITNESSING THE MAJESTY OF CHRIST."
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE MR. JOHN E. HAZELTON,

AT

STREATLY HALL, LONDON, ON SUNDAY, MARCH 12TH, 1911.

"Eyewitneses of His majesty."-2 PET. i. 16.
THE whole verse reads thus :-" For we have not followed cunningly
devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming
of OUI Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty."
These words of the Apostle Peter have a wide significance and they
include everything which he himself witnessed during the earthly
life of his beloved Lord. But they have also a primary significance
and refer first of all to the display of our dear Redeemer's majesty
which took place on the Mount of Transfiguration, and we tead, by a
reference to the Gospel according to Matthew, Mark and Luke, that
on that solemn occasion our Lord took apart to a high mountain His
three favoured disciples-Peter, .James and John. "A high mountain
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apart." Peter calls it a holy mountain, a mountain that was holy
because of the scene of transcendant wonder of which he was a spectator.
This mount was undoubtedly one of the spurs of Hermon, and on the
top of that high mountain they looked down upon the Galilean plain,
and turning west they beheld the glimmering of the distant Mediterranean. Those three disciples had been privileged to enter the death
chamber of Jairus' daughter; they had seen our blessed Lord raise
her from the dead; they were to be the privileged spectators of the
wondrous scene on the Mount of Transfiguration and they too were
to be the witnesses of His agonies in Gethsemane's Garden. And it is
evident that what they saw and heard on the Mount of Transfiguration was indelibly impressed upon their memories. Peter here refers
to that scene. He speaks of that wonderful vision-" This voice we
heard when we were with Him in the holy mount," and in their
subsequent ministry, as Peter, James and John gathered their little
flocks of believers around them, how blessedly must they have enlarged
upon what they saw and heard upon the holy mount. Now they have
entered in where there are no tabernacles; now they have gone into
that country where their blessed Lord" lives and loves and smiles"
in resplendent grace and glory.
Before we pass on let us think for a moment or two of that scene
upon the Mount of Transfiguration. The ascent was steep and long;
the disciples were wearied when they reached the summit and so they
were soon wrapped in slumber. The sun sinks in the west; the night
wraps her mantle of darkness around them, and the last sight is of
the meek and lowly Son of Man bending in prayer to His Father.
Hours after, doubtless, they awake, and find that the mountain-top
is crowned with light; not with the light of the rising sun, for it was
still the darkness of the night, but they looked and saw our Lord
Jesus, their dear Redeemer, illumined from within. They beheld and
saw Him with the beams of His Godhead breaking through the veil
of flesh. Luke says His raiment was white and glistering, sparkling
like the hoarfrost, so white as no fuller on earth could white it. And
not only was this so, but His countenance was as the sun shining
in its strength, and over all was the cloud of the Lord, the Shekinah
Cloud, the symbol of Jehovah's presence, and on each side of the dear
Redeemer, manifesting thus His glory, there was Moses and there was
Elias speaking with Him of the exodus, or decea.se, which He should
accomplish at Jerusalem. Our Lord did not shine here with a reflected
glory, but with His own glory. He shone with the glory which He
had with the Father before the world began. The" horns were coming
out of His hand," for that is the meaning of that word in Habakkukthe horns or beams of glory streamed from the Person of the Christ
of God. Well might the disciples have been afraid. They were sore
afraid when they beheld that wondrous vision, but the Lord came to them
and bade them to be of good cheer. He was not afraid. Why 1
Because He was God; He was in His own proper element, and because
He was manifesting that glory which He ever had with His Father.
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"Behold. on that mount the tabernacle wbich the Lord. pitched. and.
not man, the tabernacle of our dear Lord's body. Just as the tabernacle in the wilderness was overshadowed by the Shekinah Cloud,
so upon the tabernacle of the Lord Jesus Christ Jehovah's Shekinah
Cloud of His manifested glory shone.
What was the meaning of the Transfiguration ~ We must never
regard the glories and miracles of the Gospel as simply works of wonder.
They were all signs, tokens and parts of that wonderful work which
God was weaving in the career of His dear Son, and the Transfiguration
was to reveal the glory of our dear Redeemer's approaching death;
it was to manifest to the disciples, and through them to us, the light
in which heaven regarded that great work upon which our Lord was
bent. The Transfiguration was to our Lord a foretaste of that glory
which was to be His after His obedience unto death. The Transfiguration was an assurance that the mystery of the cross is understood and
appreciated by the saints in heaven. Moses and Elias were among
"the just men made perfect." The disciples failed to understand
the necessity for the death of their Lord, and only a few hours before
the Transfiguration, Peter had said when our Lord had told him that
He was going up to Jerusalem to be "rejected of men," and to offer
His life a ransom for many-" Be it far from Thee, Lord." Now there
was given to Peter and the other disciples an exhibition of the wonderful interest with which the glorified saints in heaven pursued their
Lord from Bethlehem's manger to Calvary's cross. Moses and Elias
spake not to our Lord but with our Lord of the decease which He
should accomplish at Jerusalem. He spoke to them and they to Him ;
it was a Divine and blessed conversation, and Moses and Elias appeared
there as glorified saints to show that they understood that their presence
in heaven was due to the sacrifice which was about to be offered up ;
they came, as it were--if I may so speak-as a deputation from the
glorified in heaven. All the glorified of the Old Testament dispensation
were there on the strength of the Covenant engagements of Father,
Son and Holy Ghost. All the glorified were there on the strength of
that promise which the Son had given to His Father that, in the nature
of the children, He would suffer, bleed and die, and so, as it were, Moses
and Elias would say to our Lord, " Go, matchless and adored One,
rejected of men, go as a lamb to the slaughter; Thou art the Chosen
of Thy Father; Thou art precious and honourable in His sight;
Thou hast come to discharge the glorious work of salvation, go and
accomplish Thy work at Jerusalem and save Thy people." And then,
as the seal of all, there resounded such a voiee from the Shekinah
Cloud-" This is My beloved Son, hear Him," and then Moses and
Elias went to heaven again in the Shekinah Cloud and the disciples
looked and saw no man but Jesus only. Oh, it was a bright manifestation while it lasted, but bright manifestations in this vale of tears
are always departing manifestations, here a little and there a little;
gleams of light and then the darkness comes again.
Let us now look at our subject more particularly as expressing what
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faith does, even the faith which God gives to the soul of a poor sinner.
Faith enables us to be "eyewitnesses of His majesty." A word or
two first of all about faith. What is it 1 "It is the evidence of
things not seen." Then, if we have faith we have the" evidence"; "it
is the substance of things hoped for." If we are in any measure taught
of the Lord, if we have been made partakers of the life of God in our
souls, we do not see the things that Peter saw as he saw them, and
yet we see them. We do not hear the things which Peter heard as
he heard them, and yet we hear, for faith sees and faith hears although
not in the way in which Peter saw and heard on the Mount of Trans··
figuration.
What is a Christian 1 Confining ourselves to this chapter, we have
the description of a Christian in the ninth verse. It. opens with a
negative-" He that lacketh these things is blind." What things 1
Faith, and the things that spring from faith. "He that lacketh
these things is blind and cannot see afar off." But if we have faith
we can" see afar off," and if we have faith we can see His majesty
and are made through the eye of faith witnesses of His majesty. Oh,
what a solemn thing it is to be spiritually blind, unable to see afar
off, never having a glimpse of the land that is very far off, and a sight
of the King in His beauty. To see afar off is the act of faith and if
we have had a glimpse of the things that are far off we have the life
of God in our souls, and that life displays itself in faith, hope and love.
Faith is the gift of God and what a mercy it is to see in our measure
something of what there is to be seen in the Lord Jesus, to see something of His majesty and excellency; to see something, with the eyes
of our hearts, of His majesty of love and of grace, as well as of grandeur
and of power. Faith! It is the gift of God. Faith! It springs
from that life which cometh to us from the warm and happy clime of
heaven. Faith-its birth and origin are not of the flesh, and by the
eye of faith we see Christ not after the flesh, but after the Spirit, and
behold the glory of God revealed in His face. The faith of God's elect
is a high privilege; it reveals to us reality; it gives to the soul to
taste of His sweetness 'Rnd blessedness, and it gives us an earnest of
the things that are hoped for, and as the Lord the Spirit favours us
with His working, and with His Divine energy, faith is increased.
God never gives to His people weak faith. He gives to them little
faith, but not weak faith for" faith is the gift of God," hence the
prayer of His people is "Lord, increase our faith." Though our faith
may be small and seem at times as if reduced to the lowest point, yet
the small measure of faith which God is pleased to give contains the
germs of a mighty power which, under the expanding grace of His
Holy Spirit, enables us to see a precious Christ and the things that
belong to Him.
Now let us ask ourselves what the eye of faith, the eye of the heart,
reveals to the poor sinner of the majesty of the Lord Jesus Christ.
We will take up very briefly six features of His majesty which the
eye of faith reveals. Here is a test for some of you who are asking
•

•
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whether you have true faith, whether God has implanted His holy
fear in your hearts, whether you are the possessors of the life of God
in your souls. If you are thus favoured you are not blind; you can
see afar off.
What is the first thing which a poor sinner sees of the majesty of
our Lord Jesus Christ 1-" Eyewitnesses of His majesty." What
did Peter see with awe, with wonder, with reverence and holy delight 1
He saw the majesty of the Word made flesh. He saw the majesty of
the Person of Christ, and, dear friends, everything in the Gospel hinges
upon the Person of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Oh, what a
Person is He to Whom the eyes of the poor, guilty, seeking sinner are
maguetically drawn, drawn by a maguet, drawn by the Maguet of
the Person of the Christ of God, so that the poor, guilty sinner is made
an eyewitness of the majesty of the Word made flesh.
(To be continued.)
SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" CHRISTMAS DAY," as it is called, is observed throughout Western
" Christendom," but, sad to say, it is for the most part a day of worldly
pleasure, and the stupendous event which it was designed to commemorate, "The Nativity of our Lord, or the birthday of Christ"
(Anglican Prayer Book), is by the many ignored or forgotten. "The
actual day (December 25th) was fixed in Rome about the year 380,
and Chrysostom says that the day was chosen in order that the
Christians might perform their holy rites undisturbed, while the
profane ceremonies of the pagan festival of Saturn (held on that day)
were in progress." It is very doubtful if the 25th of December is the
true anniversary of the birth of Christ, but, at any rate, it is the one
day of the year on which the greater part of the professing Church
commemorates that wonderful event, and that wonderful message
which came to the shepherds of Bethlehem direct from Heaven: "Fear
not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be
to all people. For unto you is born tbis day, in the city of David, a
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord" (Luke ii. 10, ll). Let us consider
tbis message at this time, and may the Holy Spirit reveal something
of its glory to our minds and hearts.
1. The Angel announced the birth of a Saviour. Man by nature is
lost, and needs a Saviour, not a Helper. He can do nothing towards
his own salvation, for as a sinner the curse of God's broken law hangs
over him. The law brings him in guilty, and adjudges him to death
(Gal. iii. 10; Rom. iii. 19; Rom. vii. 9-10).
But God in the riches of His grace sent His Own Son into the world,
to effect salvation. "We have seen, and do testify, that the Father
sent the Son (to be) the Saviour of the world" (1 John iv. 14). "This
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is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners" (1 Tim. i. 15).
2. No creature could save lost sinners. Jehovah Himself is the
Saviour, and this the Angel announced: "Unto you is born this day,
in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord," that is,
Jehovah's anointed One, the Lord of all power and nright. He was on
that day born at Bethlehem, but the same prophet who predicted this,
declared that "His goings forth are from of old, from everlasting:'
For He, the living Word, was God, and was in the beginning with God
(John i. 1, 2). He became incarnate in order that He might give His
life a ransom for many. It was said to J oseph, " Thou shalt call His
name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins:'
3. The Angel's message is the essence of real Christianity. It is
Gospel, or glad tidings, proclainring a Person, a Saviour, and all who
receive and believe that Saviour are His saved people. "As many as
received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God"
(John i. 12). What a Saviour we have! "For unto us a child is born,
unto us a Son is given, and the government shall be upon His shoulder,
and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the
everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace."
INQUIRIES FROM THE COLONY OF BAHAMAS.
WE have lately received an interesting and cheering letter from one
of our readers in the Bahamas. He says: "I desire to show my
appreciation of the fearless and faithful testimony of the· GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. It is refreshing to find amid the darkness and error
prevailing in the Church of England, that there are the remnant still
standing for the truth. My daughter visited England last year, and
subscribed, and I am sure the Magazine has been a continual blessing
and solace to my soul. In our islands there are, at least not to my
knowledge, no Church of England ministers that stand for the simple
GospeL Having travelled considerably through our islands, I have
had continually to witness against the errors of Ritualism that are
blighting the lands:'
In a later portion of his letter our esteemed correspondent asks
two questions, and says: "For the benefit of others, would you answer
the following questions 1 "
We subjoin the questions and our brief answers to them.
L " It is taught by some that the wise and foolish virgins in Matt. xxv.
are true believers, but that the foolish are not sanctified or 'filled
with the Spirit: Is not the Holy Spirit dwelling abidingly in all true
believers 1 If so, then why did David say, 'Take not Thy Holy
Spirit from me' 1 "
In reply we would say that in our view the wise and foolish virgins
represent the professing Church in its mixed condition. The professing
Church right up to the end of the age consists of tares and wheat.
The tares are only Christians by outward profession. They are in
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reality" the children of the wicked one." The wheat, on the other
hand, represents real believers, "The good seed are the children of the
kingdom." They are the righteous who will shine forth as the sun
in the kingdom of their Father (Matt. xiii. 38-43).
The parable of the Ten Virgins sets forth the professing Church
under another figure. The wise virgins" took oil in their vessels with
their lamps." The foolish virgins" took no oil with them." Oil is
typical of the Holy Ghost. The wise virgins represent those who are
indwelt by the Spirit-real Christians.
They went in with the bridegroom to the marriage.
The foolish virgins, despite their profession, were destitute of the
Spirit and therefore did not belong to Christ (Rom. viii. 9). Hence
the bridegroom said to them, " I know you not." Christ would not
say that to real believers. "The Lord knoweth them that are His."
David prayed, "Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take
not Thy Holy Spirit from me," because he was so deeply conscious
of his sin that he felt he deserved to be deprived of God's presence
and God's Spirit. Mercifully, however, it is written that" The Lord
will not cast off His people, neither will He forsake His inheritance"
(Psalm xciv. 14). "He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee" (Heb. xiii. 5). His Spirit therefore abides with His people for
ever (John xvi. 16), and Christ by His Spirit is with them always
(Matt. xxviii. 20).
God's people may, however, be deprived, through sin, of a felt
realization of the Spirit's presence.
" By sin the Spirit of God may be grieved, so as to withdraw His
gracious influences, and His powerful operations may not be felt; and
this is what is here deprecated."-(D,·. Gill).
2. The second question of our correspondent is: "Was David a
saved person still, and was Saul a saved man before the Spirit departed
from him 1 "
With regard to David, we would say that having been once saved
he was always saved. AB his salvation was by Divine grace at the
first, so he continued to be a saved man by the same unmerited grace.
AB he was not saved by his own merits before his great sin, so his
great failure did not unsave him.
God forgave his sin, great though it was (Psalm xxxii. 5). The
fifty-first Psalm shows how deeply penitent he was, and how much the
Spirit was working in his heart and producing therein godly sorrow.
Besides, it is the teaching of Scripture that Christ's sheep shall
never perish (see John x. 27-29; Rom. viii. 38, 39; Phil. i. 6; Heb.
x. 39).
With regard to Saul, he does not appear to have been a saved man
at all. It is true the Spirit came upon him and he prophesied, (1 Sam.
x. 6), but we need to distinguish between the extraordinary gifts of
the Spirit and His ordinary and saving operations. His saving operations are only experienced by the elect. His extraordinary operations
were sometimes experienced by ungodly men as in the case of Balaam
(Num. xxiv. 2); see Matt. vii. 22, 23; 1 Cor. xiii. 1, 2.
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"LACKED YE ANYTHING!"
THIS month, the closing month of 1925, one feels led to review rather
than look forward. We have had abounding mercies, fulfilled promises,
timely helps, covenant loving-kindnesses, His mercy enduring always,
and"His perpetual presence has been ours. "I will never leave thee,"
He said, and He never has left us. "I will not fail thee," He said,
and He never has failed us. Oh! what abundant reason have we to
praise Him and rejoice in His holy name and all His tender dealings.
Personally, I am walking in a new and strange way. Removing
from the home of more than thirty years, the uprooting is not without
a certain element of sadness. For many who then walked with us,
and talked with us, smiled with us, and wept with us, are no longer in
this changing world. Ah, but closer and dearer the ties that bind us
to Him and to them now they are on " His other side." For we are
on the pilgrim journey, hastening onward and homeward. They,
the loved ones, "stand in the glorious land, and gaze on the Master's
face," but they have simply in the old homely language just "gone
before" us. We are one pilgrim band still.
I am digressing. In this removal from one home to another many
old things came to view long hidden from sight. Amongst them was
an old small volume bound in red cloth and gilt edged. Seeing it had
been written by our dear former Editor now glorified, Dr. Doudney,
I paused and opened it. It was printed in 1850, seventy-five years
ago, and was entitled" Pilgrim Papers." At a glance I saw the words
at the top of the page, " Lacked ye anything!" It was a review of
the closing year, and following in the footsteps of the flock we find the
same dealings with us as with them. The Shepherd has the same
sweet green pasture to refresh His sheep as of old. And so we go
forward and take courage. The headings of this article were "Disappointment, bereavement, temptations and providence." "They
wrestled hard as we do now with sins and doubts and fears," but they
triumphed in Christ, and it was always victory, victory through the
blood of the Lamb.
And what had dear Dr. Doudney to say respecting disappointments!
He wrote: "Notwithstanding all the trials and disappointments,
what say you to the enquiry, ' Lacked ye anything!' Pause a moment
and consider. Has there been no mercy mingled with the misery!
no sweetness mixed with the gall! Has it been one continuous
course of suffering without any interruptions! Has there been no
break in the cloud-no ray of light and love from the Sun of righteousness! Or, on the contrary, have you not at certain seasons found
such Divine support, such an unlooked-for breaking in, such an internal
unearthly, indescribable sweetness that has made you comparatively
careless about everything but that gracious Friend Whose communings
have so watered your soul, and endeared Him that the world with all
its pomp and pleasures have been to you no more than a bauble! . . .
Is it not so, dear reader! And can you not, whilst taking a calm
review of the way by which the Lord has led you during the year,
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say, 'He hath done all things well'? . . . Has He not made Himself,
even by His very discipline, dearer than ten thousand worlds? "
And what had Dr. Doudney to say concerning bereavement?
" What have been thy emotions when, by faith, thou hast caught a
glimpse of glory? There is thy loved one mingling with the general
assembly and church of the firstborn, surrounded with angels and
archangels and the spirits of just men made perfect. Heaven rings
with shouts of victory over death, hell, and sin. . . . Thou art the
mourner, not the absent one. Thou, not he or she, the sufierer. But
more than this, what have been His sympathies, Who hath taken
occasion, by this very bereavement, to endear Himself unto thee a
thousandfold? How timely has been His appearance! . . . How
precious, we say, when in His Own peculiar way He has drawn nigh,
and whispered the words of one of old. 'Why weepest thou? and
why eatest thou not? and why is thy heart grieved?' Why,
beloved, has He not, in such hallowed seasons, given thee so glorious
a glimpse of His Person-such a view of the exceeding greatness of
His love-such a sight of thy security as bound up in the bundle of
life in and with Him-such a conviction that because He lives thou
must live also; that He could not any more do without thee, than
thou couldst do without Him--£uch a certainty of the greatness, and
the glory, and the near approach of that bliss which awaits thee, in
common with the one church; that thy whole soul has been as it were
absorbed? ... Bereaving circumstances have not for the time being
had the weight of a feather. Thou hast forgotten everything but
Christ and glory; and thou who hast a thousand times mourned,
because thou couldst not, without at least some measure of reserve,
adopt the Psalmist's language, couldst now use it as thine own,without a
scruple or a doubt, ' Whom have I in heaven but Thee, etc.' ... Beloved,
we appeal to thee as before a heart-searching God; canst thou not
only say' Nothing' in reference to the enquiry, 'Lacked ye anything? '
but that, even in the midst of the keenest sorrows, thou hast had all,
and did abound, that thy precious Head and Lord became increasingly
'the chiefest among ten thousand, yea, the altogether lovely'; and
that thou wouldst not have had thy departed one restored to theeno, not for worlds? "
And what had our now glorified Editor to say concerning temptations? "Beloved, lacked ye anything? 'Tis easy to talk of Divine
sovereignty, but you have proved by bitter yet blessed experience
that it is not easy to test it. . . . You now see, what otherwise you
would not see, the source of your safety. Your security is in Ohrist
and not in the least possible degree in yourself. Your sayings or
doings, your prayers or your penances, do not in the veriest iota
strengthen your standing. That is based upon covenant union, founded
on covenant love, sealed by covenant blood, and secured to you by the
covenant oath of the covenant Three-One, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
And blessed is that teaching which, by whatever means, or under
whatever circumstances, brings you to distrust self and to depend
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upon the Lord Jesus Christ. To be starved out of self with all one's
fleshly righteousness, fleshly hopes, and fleshly fears of neither being
so good nor doing the good we vainly fancy we ought; and in this
helpless, starving, destitute condition, to be compelled to throw ourselves upon Christ for succour and supply-yea, for a full and a free
salvation-a salvation complete in all its parts, and fully answerable
to the demands of law and justice; we say anything and everything
that brings us to this position is, and must be, blessed. And this,
and this only, will make us willing to put the diadem of glory upon
the Saviour's head, and crown Him Lord of all ! "
And what had Dr. Doudney to write upon the last of his four divisions,
Providence? He wrote: "Reader,' Lacked ye anything?' Has He
ever been a wilderness, or a land of darkness? Supposing you have
had trials and been ofttimes, as described in Psalm cvii., 'staggering
like a drunken man, and driven to your wits' end'; not knowing
what to do, or which way to look for succour or supply; have you no
interpositions to record-no sweet memorials of mercy to connect
with the past year-no precious Bethel-spot to call to remembrance?
Oh, pause for a moment. How were matters at such and such a time?
'Never so bad as now,' thought you. 'Well, this is the lowest ebb to
which He has ever brought me. What shall I do? Where shall I
look? Lord, appear, or sink I must! What wilt Thou do ul)to Thy
great name? Lord, come. Do as Thou hast said. Nothing is too
hard for Thee. . . . Thou wilt, Thou MUST appear.' And what has
the Lord done, dear reader? Has He heard? has He helped? Ah!
has He not? So sweetly, so seasonably, so sovereignly, that you
have in immediate connection with some of your bitterest sufferings,
enjoyed such moments of bliss, as you know nothing short of heaven
and His Own immediate presence can surpass? Oh, what intercourse!
What intimacy! What communion! What talking to and with the
Lord! In the body, yet out of it! Either caught up into the third
heaven, or else the Lord coming down to walk and talk with His
oppressed yet happy child here below! Did you want anything then?
Oh, no. Was not everything, be it ever so contrary to flesh and
blood, as sweet and smooth as possible? 'Twas all well. It could in
no wise be better. It was the path-yea, the very path He had eternally
designed, and you knew it was the direct road to eternal glory! What
were the world's powers or the enemy's taunts then? You saw
them not; you heard them not. You were alone with Jesus" , Who told you you should shortly be
Enthroned with Him above the sky:·
Oh, what a Friend was Christ to thee! ' "
Dear reader, do not these words sink into thy heart? They do into
mine this fast closing 1925, just as they must have done seventy-five
years ago in the hearts of readers then. Ah! be of good courage, and
rest in the Lord. Review the past with praise, and look forward
with loving confidence to Him Who is "the same yesterday, and
to-tlay, and for ever."
NETTlE.
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A HYMN OF PRAISE.

o GoD,

most high and holy,
Whose dwelling-place has been
From everlasting ages
In majesty unseen;
We praise the wondrous mercy
That brought Thee from on high,
As Man for men to suffer,
And in their stead to die.
Dominion over all things
And power supreme were Thine,
The angels' highest honour
Was in Thy light to shine;
Yet earthly echoes answer'd
Thy God-forsaken cry,
When Thou, the Lord of glory,
In sinners' stead didst die.
'Twas perfect satisfaction
For all the Law's demands,
'Twas full complete redemption
From sin's defiling bands ;
o Christ, upon Thy ransomed
No guilt can ever lie,
Since Thou their place hast taken
And in their stead didst die.
•

The song of Thy creation
From every depth and height
Ascribes to Thee the greatness,
The glory and the might;
And to that anthem splendid
The white-robed saints reply,
o Lamb of God, we praise Thee,
Who in our stead didst die.
So now with saints and angels
And' all the host above,
Who celebrate for ever
Thy matchless, changeless love;
In lowly adoration
We laud and magnify
Thy Name, 0 gracious Saviour,
Who in our stead didst die,

F. J.

HAMILTON,

D.D.
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LOVE AND WORK.
MRs. HOBLYN, in her" Divine Dealings with a Child," gives a powerful
account of how the blessed Spirit showed her and told her that she was
His Own dear and accepted possession. For several years she toiled
and tugged and sighed and tried to make herself worthy of the Lord's
approval and benediction, but it was weary work. Nothing came of
it, at least she saw no fruit, though He must, Whose planting she was.
He plants His trees of righteousness for His Own glory, not for theirs.
No time of His is lost, no care wasted, though His children feel
impoverished rather than enriched by all their labours. And so Mrs.
Hoblyn (though this was long before she was married) toiled and
slaved. And she was still in darkness and perplexity, when one day
she was listening to an argument between her father and a curate
who through a very marked providence was living with them at the
time (he fell from his horse while riding in the neighbourhood, was
carried into their house, and was their guest during the many weeks
of his recovering). Her father was pressing the necessity and potency
of works as a means of salvation, and the curate in reply quoted,
" But to him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth
the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness." All darkness
fled from before the eyes of the pensive listener. She saw what the
righteousness of Christ meant, and what the gift of God meant, and
she ceased her labours. But still she was not at rest or at peace,
for although she believed what the Lord had done for those who possess
faith, she did not know that she was one of them. She still wanted
to be told that she was His. "And this warm robe," so she writes (if
I remember rightly), " was kept for a cold day." Her beloved father
died. She went into the room to look at the face and the closed eyes
that had never looked at her but in love, and she said to herself, " I
have no father in heaven or on earth." No one, she concludes, except
those who have experienced it can understand the desolation of her
heart as she so expressed herself, nor the change that came with the
words spoken to her from on high. "I am a Father to Israel." She
went into the room solitary and broken-hearted. She came out of it
on the arm of incarnate love. So she concludes her account, except
for the suggestion that" little readers" may perhaps some day hear
more of her.
Thus had the blessed Spirit taught her three things. One, that no
one can make himself a child of God (unspeakable comfort to the
soul that feels after Him if haply he may find Him). A second, that
God-given faith is complete in itself and saving, and that whether or
not it affects works-work cannot affect it (another stay for those who
trust, however dejectedly, in Jesus); and a third that they will not
be ashamed who wait for Him. And thereafter she laboured until
the going down of her sun, and with the offering of a free heart served
Him Who had done all for her and all in her. He gave her the desire,
the ability, the opportunity and whatever else was needed so that she
might fulfil the good works which He had before ordained she should
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walk in. She visited the poor, good and bad; she abode by her
husband and believed in him. She wrote the tracts which we all know
or would like to know. It was a great desire of hers that her pen should
run on until she had one hundred and fifty printed, and the Lord gave
her her request, and rewarded her according to her hope in Him. Her
" reward" was something like that of which Paul speaks, which he
himself received for preaching the Gospel willingly (although woe was
unto him if he ceased to preach)-not so much a" Well done, good and
faithful servant," at the end, but the privilege still of being unmovable,
steadfast and abounding, to feel the Gospel pouring into his soul from
the lips of the blessed Spirit and Comforter, to be eularged in prayer
and in love. What was David's reward for making such amazing
preparation for the house of God 1 He would have said that it was
the overwhelming sense that God gave him of His mercy and of His
goodness. What joy is there or peace like the presence and love of
the Lord 1 What a restoring of the soul from the wastes of conflict
and failure comes when the heart is able to pour out itself in prayer
. and in confidence! We need not be afraid to look for rewards. The
Lord promised them, not ouly in such tangibles as Ruth the Moabitess
received, or as the Shunamite for all the care she bestowed on Elijah.
The Lord promised them, the apostle spoke of them. They are not
payments. They are His Own restorings, His Own eulargings, His
Own gifts of love which He cannot but bestow for the great love wherewith He loves His dear children. He knows what He calls upon them
to suffer and to bear and to do and He cannot leave them comfortless.
Christ died for them, what that means the Lord knows better than
they ever will, but He is all their salvation and all their desire. Their
labour is not in vain in Him. The apostle laboured more abundantly
than all and at last finished his course. A crown of righteousness
was laid up for him though not as a recompense for his labours. They
would all be forgotten by the time he received it, and there would be
the same adornment--not for him ouly, but for all those who with
him, seeing in Christ, the Christ of God, their ouly Hope, their Redeemer
and their all, love (even here) His appearing.
FOLLOWER-ON.
THANKS BE UNTO GOD.
By THE LATE REV. F. PEACOCK, M.A., B.D.
Tms striking expression occurs at least three times in St. Paul's
Epistles to the Corinthians.
1. In 2 Cor. ix. 15, he exclaims, "Thanks be unto God for His
unspeakable Gift." God has many gifts which He graciously bestows
upon the children of men, but there is one gift which is rightly called
"unspeakable." The apostle does not tell us in so many words what
it is, but we feel instinctively that it is none other than the Lord Jesus
Christ. He is frequently represented in the Scriptures as God's Gift,
as e.g. in John iii. 16, and certainly He is altogether unspeakable.
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That does not mean that we cannot speak about Him, but that we
cannot say all that there is to be said, and all that we would like to say'
about Him. All the sermons which have ever been preached, and all
the books that have been written concerning Him, have only touched
the fringe of this inexhaustible theme. He is unspeakably great, and
none loved to extol His greatness more than St. Pau!. Moreover, He
is unspeakably necessary. If God had withheld this gift our case would
have been hopeless, for all our salvation from first to last is in Him.
Well may we say: "Thanks be unto God." How can we possibly do
otherwise 1
2. In 2 Cor. ii. 14, we get the exclamation again: "Now thanks
be unto God which always leadeth us in triumph in Christ" (R.V.).
When a Roman general won a victory over his enemies and took a
number of prisoners, it was usual to have a triumphal procession.
The victorious general rode in front and the captives came behind.
He led them in triumph. That is the thought in the apostle's mind.
He sees the Lord Jesus Christ, the Conqueror, in front and a number
of captives following behind, and he thanks God that he is one of them.
Christ had indeed conquered him and made him His slave, and this
was to him a source of glad thanksgiving. Is it so with us 1 Are we
thankful to be the conquered slaves of Jesus Christ 1 "Make me a
captive, Lord, and then I shall be free; force me to render up my
sword, and I shall conqueror be."
3. In 1 Cor. xv. 57, we have the expression once more: "But
thanks be to God which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ." What victory 1 The victory over death. This. is the
victory God gives to all believers through His beloved Son. "0
death, where is thy sting 1 0 grave, where is thy victory 1" The
sting of death has gone. Christ has taken it away. Death is now
a perfectly harmless thing to a believer. Which of us would be afraid
of a scorpion if we knew its sting had been extracted 1

THE RIGHT TO THINK FOR ONESELF.
IN a reference to the part he played in the famous Tennessee trial,
Mr. Scopes said that his willingness was due to the training given by
his father, in which he was taught" to think for himself." This raises
an important question-Does the right to think for oneself imply
that a man may think whatever he pleases 1 The Presbyterian has
well said-" There is some truth and right in this utterance, and when
wisely and soberly used, it may be produetive of great good, but when
carried to a false extreme, it is most vicious and dangerous." In
supernatural matters, for instanee, thinking for oneself independent of .
God is not simply undisguised vanity, but daring presumption. If God
has spoken and made known to us the way in which man was created,
no rights of man permit him to set at naught God's Word.-Free
Presbyterian Magazine.

'.
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<ltorwlponlJenct.
TESTIMONY FROM AUSTRALIA.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-Very many thanks for your kind letter which
reached me a short time ago.
I must say how glad my wife and I are to have the GOSPEL MAGAZL'\'E
each month. We are especially grateful for those sweet pieces by
your correspondent Nettie. They are particularly hclpful to those
who know anything, by experience, of the darkened pathway. Two
pieces by Nettie have remained with me. One was "What doest
thou here, Elijah 1" and the other appeared about two years ago, "Why 1
Hope and thou shalt yet praise." In connection with this last one,
I heard a sermon preached recently, by a very gracious, godly minister,
on verses 5 and 11 of Psalm xlii, which was very helpful. Though he
dealt with the subject in a different way from the way in which the
article dealt with it, yet his sermon reminded me very much of the
article. The world still seems to be full of turmoil and confusion,
and indeed I often tremble to think what might happen to our little
ones. However, it is comforting to think that the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth, and therefore nothing can happen without His permission.
Therefore it will be well with His people whatever happens. Oh,
that each of us and our dear ones may be made manifest that we are
children of God.
I must now close.
With our united kind regards,
I am,
Surbiton, White Horse Road,
Yours sincerely,
Croydon, Victoria, Aug. 24, 1925.
GEO. HOLDER.
[We rejoice that our friends in Australia value the Magazine so
much. May it be an increasing powel' for good. Warm Christian
greetings to our kind correspondent.-EDITOR.]

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We shall be glad of the further help of our friends
for sending special supplies of Gospel literature to the home stations
of our soldiers and sailors for Christmas. The parcels for stations in
distant lands have already gone forth. Our men greatly value the
literature thus provided. A distributor writes: "It gives me great
pleasure to acknowledge receipt of nice parcel received to-day from
you. I wish to thank you very much for the contents. They are a
nice assortment. I take a great interest in the distribution of books
and Testaments, sincerely praying God's richest blessing will follow.
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I am very thankful to you for kind help received to still do something
for Him Who loved me and gave Himself for me." Earnestlyaskinct
0
for renewed help at this time of need.
Yours sincerely,
21, Fi,jield Street,
R. E. BRIDER
Totlerdown, B'istol, November, 1925.

THE " GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund :£ s. d.
£ s. d.
Miss M. Porter
Miss Jones (per Miss
2 0 0
11 0 0
The Misses S. and M.
L. Ormiston)
10 10 0
Mr. Calvin Hart
010 0
Shiles
An Aged Reader (per
:Mrs. Russell (per Miss
0 2 6
L. Ormiston)
Mrs. Jackson)
1 0 0
1 0 0
Two Gmteful Readers
Mrs. Saunders
2 0 0
(per Mi.s L. Ormiston) 0 2 6
Mrs. Calvert
0 6 0
Mrs. S. L. de Garis
Miss M. Haworth
0 2 6
1 0 0
A Widow
0 2 0
" Grateful"
Mrs. E. F. Bernard
0 12 6
3 4 0
Mr. James Newhall

CONFIRMATION OF SCRIPTURE HISTORY.
AN interesting discovery has been reported as the result of excavations
at Beisan, the Bethshan of the Old Testament. The report tells us
that on September 30th the excavators found an image of the goddess
Ashtoreth, with a shrine containing bronze serpents, doves and other
objects used in her worship. A few days later they came upon thc
temple bearing her name and in which she was worshipped. This
temple is described as an oblong structure having three columns on
each side. The expedition which has achieved this success was sent
out by the University Museum of Pennsylvania. Our readers will
remember that Ashtoreth is mentioned in the Bible as an object of
worship among the Phcenicians and the Philistines. There is another
slightly differing form of the name, which is wrongly rendered" grove"
in our Authorized Version. The connection between this name and
Astarte (otherwise Aphrodite or Venus) is fairly manifest. With
regard to the temple of Ashtoreth at Bethshan we find a reference to
it in 1 Sam. xxxi. 10 as the place in which the Philistines hung up thc
armour of Saul after his defeat on Mount Gilboa. This discovery
affords an example of how the ancient monuments, when brought to
light, confirm the historical accuracy of the Holy Scriptures.-The
English Churehrnan, Oct. 15th, 1925.
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@ur Woung jfolJls' lDage.
REMARKABLE LIGHT AND SHADE.
THOSE of my young readers who live in London or other cities will
have seen beautiful illuminations on festive occasions. In olden days
huge bonfires used to be lighted on the hills to celebrate important
events. You have all read, I expect, of the bonfires lighted when the
Spanish Armada came to grief off our coasts through the almighty
power of God.
When the children of Israel had been delivered from the awful
bondage of Egypt, and had been brought safely across the Red Sea,
they started on the journey towards the land of Canaan, which the
Lord had promised them for an inheritance. He graciously made
;remarkable provision for their needs on all their journeys. We read
'in Exod. xiii. 21, " The Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a
doud to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire to give
them light." What a wonderful sight that pillar of fire must have
been to the many thousands of people who saw it! They were a great
multitude. There were six hundred thousand men, and we do not
know how many women and girls and boys. It was shining every
night for forty years, and was indeed a wonderful provision for them.
The pillar of cloud, too, was no less valuable. In the heat of the
day it gave them shade, which must have been so welcome, protecting
them from the fierce rays of the sun. You can read what the Scriptures
say about this wonderful light and shade in Exod. xl. 34-38 and Numbers ix. 15-23. Nehemiah refers to them in his book, chap. ix. 12-19,
and the Psalmist speaks of them in Pss. lxxviii. 14; xcix. 7, and cv. 39.
So you see how in succeeding ages the Lord's people have thought
about this light and shade. Isaiah seemed to point to something of
the same nature occurring when the Lord Jesus Christ comes again in
power and great glory. The Apostle Paul refers to the cloud in
1 Cor. x. l.
It is very striking to notice that when the tabernacle which Moses
was commanded to make was finished, "the cloud covered it by day
and the appearance of fire by night" (Num. ix. 16). As long as the
cloud rested over the tabernacle, the children of Israel rested, whether
the time was two days, or a month, or a year, but as soon as it was
lifted they started again on their journey.
On one occasion the cloud was a most remarkable protection. It
was before they crossed the Red Sea, when Pharaoh and his host were
pursuing them after they had left Egypt. We read in Exod. xiv. 19,20
that "the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood
behind them; and it came between the camp of the Egyptians and
the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it
.gave light by night to these: so that the one came not near the other
.all the night."
Is it not lovely to realize that the Lord is continually with all His
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believing people now, that He is leading them on day by day, and that
He is able to defend them in every time of danger 1
I am very fond of that hymn of John Newton's beginning, " Rejoice,
believer, in the Lord," one verse of which says :,. Though sometimes unperceived by sense,

Faith sees Him always near,
A Guide, a Glory, a Defence,

Then what have we to fear?"

E. A. H.
1~totHHallt

~earon.

THE BISHOPS AND PRAYER-BOOK REVISION.
THE following trenchant letter appeared in our valued contemporary,
The English Churchman, on Nov. 5th last. It is from the pen of the
Rev. E. M. BENSON, Vicar of All Saints', Preston :I have received a printed appeal on the question of Prayer-book
revision. It appears to be issued by Preb. Baker, of Mossley Hill,
but it is signed by fifty-six other gentlemen, most of them dignitaries
of greater or less degree in our Church. The gist of this remarkable
document is that as from October 19, " until the day upon which they
issue their decisions," we are asked to leave the Bishops in peace, and
to make no further attempt to influence them in regard to the solemn
issues that are at stake. We are, of course, asked to pray for them.
This scarcely needs to be stressed. Never, I suppose, during the past
twenty years, in which as a body they have made little or no honest
effort to " make to cease" the illegal practices that have shamed our
Church and sapped her witness-never, I say, did the Bishops more
need our prayers than they do now, when they are faced with a crisis
that they themselves (with noble exceptions) have done an enormous
amount to create, and for which they are very largely responsible in
the opinion of thousands of loyal Churchmen.
But this astounding manifesto goes on to invite us, not only to
"take no further part in the present controversy," but even if we
" cannot wholly approve the decisions arrived at " (i.e., by the Bishops)
to " accept them as the mind of the Spirit for these anxious days."
This is the attitude of the signatories themselves, and they invite us
to join them. They, in fact, suggest" that our representatives in the
Church Assembly, of every school of thought, be encouraged to let it
be known in advance that the Bishops' Book, when it is brought to
the Assembly, will be accepted," and that they, the Bishops, ought to
he looked upon as " the mouthpiece of the Spirit of God, guiding us
after long years of controversy and strife into the truth for our day
and generation." In short, as the manifesto says, with a delightful
na'tlete, "It only remains for the Bishops to speak."
I suppose there will be fourid some who will be hoodwinked by this
precious piece of modern theology; "shut your Bibles and trust the
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Bishops" is the pith and marrow of it. For some who know little of
the" strong meat" of the Word, it only needs that a few phrases like
" the promised guidance of the Holy Spirit," " the devout prayers of
the Church," "our Fathers in God," should be used with discretion,
and they will swallow any poison that is put before them as food.
But what, let us ask, is the logic or the mind of Christ, in being
ready to accept" decisions" that do not satisfy us, and of which we
" cannot wholly approve," merely because the Bishops have first of all
been assumed to be " the mouthpiece of the Spirit of God"? If, e.g.,
to quote the circular again, "the Holy Spirit, speaking, as we believe
He will, through our Fathers in God," tUl'llS the Holy Communion into
the Mass, how can we refuse to "wholly approve" what the Holy
Spirit is supposed to have dictated? And what, again, is the difference
between" the truth for our day and generation" and the truth as we
see it in the New Testament? Or have the Bishops a New Testament
that some of us inferior clergy have never seen? Is the Bible less fit
than the Bishops to be the "mouthpiece of the Spirit" for "these
anxious days"? Have the Bishops as a body inspired that confidence
in themselves, by their conduct of our Church since the Royal Commission of about twenty years ago, to make us feel that they reverence
the Word of God enough to be its inspired interpreters now?
If it should be that the Bishops, e.g., restored the" epiklesis " upon
the elements, and the word "altar" for "table" (both repudiated
at the Reformation) and if they turned the Baptism of Infants into
a baptism for the remission of "sin," not "sins," would these
signatories have ns accept these banned falsehoods as the mind- of
the Spirit" for these anxions days"? It is profoundly to be hoped
that those who love the truth will not he deceived by the specious
pleas of tllis or any other sinlilar manifesto, into that most pitiful of
all attitudes in a crisis such as now faces the Church-viz., "Shut
your Bibles and trust the Bishops," " The fight is nearly over, sheathe
your swords," " The sinlcing ship is nearly in port, desert the pumps,"
" The patient is in extremis, but might yet be saved; disnUss the
doctor and the nurse, and hope for the best."
THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Committee gratefully record the deep interest taken in the
work of the Society by so many friends in various parts of the country,
and appreciate their co-operation in the good work on behalf of the
Lord's aged poor.
.
The Sale of Work in connection with the Brighton Auxiliary was
held on October 13 and realized a little more than last year. The
Annual Meeting held in the afternoon was presided over by W. Prebble,
Esq. The local Hon. Secretary, Mr. Farncombe, reported on the past
year's work, and the claims of the Society were urged in addresses by
Revs. J. W. Dance, J. H. Hallett, and J. H. Snow. At Hawkhurst
on the following day a Sale of Work was opened by General Owen Hay,
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when an opportunity was given to explain the work of the Society.
On October 21, although the day was very wet, a good number of
friends was present at the opening of the Sale of Work at Crowborough
by Mr. Wainwright. The Rev. J. G. Evans read a portion of Scripture
and prayed, and an address was given by the Sccretary upon the
Society and its work.
At Grove Cha.pel, Eastbourne, on October 28, Rev. Henry Popham
presided over the annual meeting of the Auxiliary in that town, and
warmly commended the Society. The absence of the Rev. J. W.
Tobitt, through illness, was much regretted, but the Rev. O. S. Dolbey
kindly took his place and spoke of his long knowledge of the Society
and the benefits it conferred on the Lord's needy ones. Addresses
were also given by Messrs. J. B. Colbrall and E. M. Funnen, of
Hastings, and the Secretary.
There will be two Sales of Work during December, one of which
will be held on the 2nd at Horley.
At Christmas time it is not unusual to give special gifts for worthy
objects, and the Secretary will be glad to send Christmas collecting
cards to any friends willing to assist in this way.
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" ALL THE COUNSEL OF GOD." By the late Rey. W. Parks, Rector of
Openshaw, Manchester. Pp. 16. Price 2d., post free. (Sovereign
Grace Union, The Parsonage, 98, Camberwell Grove, London,'
S.E.5.) .
This pamphlet is really a letter which :Ilk Parks had' printed and
circulated amongst his congregation, after he had laboured amongst
them for twelve years. It contains an ontline of the doctrines which
he preached amongst them during that time. These include his
teaching about The Fall, about Christ, about The Law, Regeneration,
The Church, Election, Indwelling Sin, and The Second Advent. In his
own characteristic style he unfolds his teaching on these great subjects,
and concludes with heart-searching questions as to whether his hearers
had a saving interest in " all the counsel of God."
WE have received THE QUARTERLY RECORD OF THE TRINITARIAN
BIBLE SOCIETY for October. It is a William Tyndale Memorial number.
It contains a fairly lengthy account of the principal incidents in the life
and martyrdom of this great man. It is also beautifully illustrated
with a portrait of Tyndale and pictures of Sodbury Manor, where he
dwelt for a time, Vilvorde Castle where he was imprisoned, the Grand
Square where he was martyred, the Memorial Statue on the Victoria
Embankment, and the Memorial erected at Vilvorde, Belgium. The
price of this Record is only One Penny, and can be had from The
Trinitarian Bible Society, 7, Bury Street, Bloomsbmy, London, W.C.I ..
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REVOLUTION: BRITAIN'S PERIL AND HER SECRET FOES. By" Vigilant."
Pp. 130. Price 1/-. (Protestant Truth Society, 3 and 4, St. Paul's
Churchyard, London, E.C.4.)
This pamphlet gives an historical sketch of the Order of Jesuits,
and deals with the great influence they have exerted in England and
other countries. The writer says: "This pamphlet is written for the
purpose of revealing the gigantic efforts which the Jesuits and the
Church of Rome are secretly making to effect the overthrow and ruin
of the British nation."
He believes that "the t.orrent of slander and abuse poured forth
against Great Britain all over the Continent at the time of the Boer War
was unexampled in virulence and was entirely organized by the Jesuits.
It was started by the Jesuit and Ultramontane papers at Rome and was
spread abroad by every Catholic paper on the Continent" (p. 67).
One chapter is devoted to the late "Mr. Gladstone's Support of
Romanism." Another chapter deals with" The Tractarian Movement
and the Secret Societies of the Church of England." Another chapter
is occupied with an exposure of the great evils of Socialism. The
pamphlet is ably written and is calculated to deepen in the minds of
those who read it a sense of the great perils to which our country is
exposed by reason of the activities of the Church of Rome.
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND ALMANAC for 1926. Price 2d., or bound
in cloth, 9d.; postage extra. (Church Association, 13 and 14,
Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2).
This is the thirty-eighth year of the issue of this excellent Alma!?-ac.
It is illustrated by a picture of Her Majesty the Queen and also a
picture of Hailsham Church. An excellent article on " The Sword of
the Spirit," by Dr. F. J. Hamilton, appears on its opening page.
Valuable information about the C.A. Trust, the various Ritualistic
Societies, Parochial Church Councils, the National Assembly, etc.,
IS gIven.
Besides the lists of Archbishops, Bishops and Deans, there is a list
of His Majesty's Chief Officers of State.
The old standard lectionary of the Church of England is printed
in the Calendar.
We warmly recommend clergymen and all Protestant Churchmen
to secure copies of this Almanac.
We have received My POCKET COMPANION, published by J. A.
Kensit, 3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London E.C.4. The price
is 2!d. post free.
It is attractively got up as in previous years, and contains brief
articles on Spiritualism, Eddyislll, Russelislll, Christadelphianism,
besides much other matter.
END OF VOLU)IE LX.-NEW SERIES.
BR.ISTOL: PJUNTIOD BY JOIIN WRIOIIT ANn SONS LI)UTBD, Sro."iB BRIDOK.

