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CONTRARY WINDS.
" And He saw them toiling in rowing,. for the wind was contmry
unto them,. and about the fourth watch of the night He co meth
unto them, walkinrJ upon the sea. "-MARK vi. 48.

"HE cometh unto them, walking upon the sea." What a strange
and majestic sight, a Man walking upon the sea! No such sight
had ever been witnessed before, nor has such a sight been witnessed since. No wonder that the disciples were troubled, and
cried out for fear.
This wonderful and unique event took place shortly after the
LORn had -fed the five thousand with five loaves and two small
fishes. '" Straightway" after that wonderful display of Divine
-power, "He constrained His disciples to get into the ship, and to
go to the other side before unto Bethsaida, while He sent away
the people. And when He had sent them away, He departed into
a mountain to pray." Meanwhile His disciples had started on
the short journey across the Sea of Galilee. The sea is only
seven miles wide, bilt it is very liable to sudden squalls" from its
position, in a deep basin, skirted on the east by lofty mountain
ranges, while on the west the hills are intersected by narrow gorges
through which the wind sweeps across the lake, and raises its
waters with great rapidity into a storm." Such a storm arose on
this occasion. "The sea arose by reason of a great wind that
blew" (John vi. 18). "The ship was now in the midst of the sea,
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tossed with waves:. for the wind was contrary" (Matt. xiv. 24).
It was very difficult for the disciples to make headway, and by
three o'clock in the morning they had only "rowed about five
and twenty or thirty furlongs" (Jobn vi. 19), that is, about half
way across the sea. Their" toiling in rowing" was, however,
known to JESUS, and" about the fourth watch of the night He
cometh unto them, walking upon the sea." Naturally they were
terrified at so strange a sight, and cried out in fear. But" immediately He talked with them, and saith unto tbem, Be of good cheer:
it is I; be not afraid. And He went up unto them into the ship;
and the wind ceased," and as John tells us, "immediately the ship
was at the land whither they went" (John vi. 21). The experience
of the disciples of the LORD on tbis occasion reminds us of the
experience of His people in all ages, and it suggests helpful thoughts
for the comfort and encouragement of tbe LORD'S family in their
voyage towards the heavenly inheritance.
1. First, we are reminded that contrary winds rise against GOD'S
people when they are in the path of duty.
The LORD had constrained His disciples to get into the ship and
to go to tbe other. side of the sea. In crossing the Sea of Galilee
they were therefore wa1king in the path of obedience. The storm
was not sent as a chastisement for sin. GOD was blowing with
" His wind" against their progress, not because they were going
against His will. When J onah entered the ship which was going
to Tarshish, "The LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, and
there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like
to be broken." The mighty tempest in this case was a chastisement
visited upon J onah because of the sin of disobedience, and not till
the mariners had cast him into the sea did the sea cease from her
raging (Jonah i. 4, 15). In the case of the disciples, however, they
were walking in the path of duty. They were doing as their
MASTER bade them. Yet" the sea arose by reason of a great wind
that blew."
Evidently, then, the members of the LORD'S family may be
faced with contrary winds, even though they may, in a measurable
degree, be " walking worthy of the LORD unto all pleasing." They
may rise in the morning joyful and happy and have bright visions.
before them of accomplishing much during the day, and yet contrary
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winds may blow, and all their plans be baulked and .hindered.
The voyage of the Christian is not all plain sailing, but if chastenings
come to him, he is assured ,that "whom the LORL loveth He
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth " (Heb.
xii. 6).
The little disciplines of daily life, the irritating hindrances, and
the unexpected interruptions are all good for us. They give opportunity for the exercise of faith· and patience, and they often " yield
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised
thereby." The wind which was contrary unto the disciples was
the LORD'S wind. He it is Who "causeth His wind to blow"
(Psa. cxlvii. 18). "He commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind,
which lifteth up the waves" of the great waters. In like manner,
" He maketh His sun to rise" (Matt. v. 45). Both stormy and
sunny weather are His appointment. In like manner all the
contrary winds, as well as the bright weather of our experiences,
are from Him, and work together for our good. In view of testings
of our patience by contrary winds we need to pray that we may
be " strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power,
unto all patience and longsittJering with joyfulness, giving thanks
unto the FATHER, which hath made us meet to be' pa'rtakers of
the inheritance of the saints in light" (Col. i. 11, 12). Notice the
words "with joyfulness." '¥hen patience and longsuffering are
being called into exercise through the contrary winds that blow,
we are to seek to he joyful and thankful at the same time. What
.are these contrary winds compared to "the inheritance of the
saints" for which the FATHER hath made us meet 1
2. Secondly, observe that temptations to sin may be descr·ibed as
oontrary winds.
They beset our path and often come very unexpectedly. We
may be rejoicing in a mountain-top experience at one moment,
and ,in the next, through some little temptation, find ourselves in
the valley of humiliation. The old nature asserts itself, and is
ready at any moment to reveal its evil character.
The devil will not let the members of the LORD'S family go on
smoothly for long. "As a roaring lion he walketh .about, seeking
:whom he may devour." In view of our danger we are bidden to
be .sober and vigilant.
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The flesh within us is always enmity against GOD. It" lusteth
against the SPIRIT, and the SPIRIT against the flesh; and these are
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things
that ye would" (Gal. v. 17). A continual conflict is thus going
on in the believer. The old nature pulls one way and the new
naturQ pulls another. Only by the SPIRIT'S power can the believer
say" No" to the lust, the evil desire, of the flesh.
Temptations also proceed from the world around us. Men of
the world, the pleasures of the world, and the religion of the world,
all unite in striving to hinder the child of GOD from walking in the
way of holiness. Thus the contrary winds of temptation produce
" toiling in rowing" in our experience.
3. Thirdly, daily trials may be described a.~ contrary winds.
These trials may only be small but they are of an irritating
nature, and greatly try our patience. All manner of things happen
which may disturb our minds and rob us of peace and calmness.
Self-will, carelessness, and want of punctuality on the part of others
may try us. Unexpected difficulties may arise in the cooking at
home, and in business abroad, and test our faith. Gloominess of
weather tends to depress our spirits. If our nerves are a bit
unstrung we are specially liable to give way to irritability and
impatience, and to morbid thoughts, if contrary winds blow. Only
the LORD can keep His people in perfect peace amid the many
things of daily life which are apt to upset our equanimity. We
all have our pecnliarities and we all more or less may try our
neighbours by our manner, and by our words and acts. Only in
proportion as our minds are stayed upon JEHOVAH shall we be
free from worry, and calm, restfnl, and even cheerfnl amid the
many worries and contrary winds of daily life.
4. Fourthly, attacks on the truth of GOD'S Word may be described
·as contrary winds.
Th~se are now becoming more and more frequent. Prominent
men of science deny the· Bible account of creation. Leading
ministers in the professing Church support these men. The newspapers, which now have an enormous circulation, not only in towns,
but in small villages, give prominence to all attacks on the truth
of GOD'S Word. These things greatly sadden the hearts of GOD'S
true people and they feel that Satan is busily at work endeavouring
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to turn away GoD'S people from the truth to believe the fables of
man's invention. We need not be anxious, however, at these
contrary winds of doubt and unbelief. They cannot frustrate
GOD'S eternal purposes of grace. They cannot hinder the eternal
salyation of His elect people. Heaven and earth shall pass away,
but His Word shall not pass away. "All flesh" (including men
of science and Church dignitaries who deny the Word of GOD) "is
grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field.
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the SPffiIT of the
LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. The grass
withereth, the flower fadeth: but the Word of our GOD shall stand
for ever" (Isa. xl. 6-8).
We need not be over-anxious at the blatant infidelity that prevails
in the professing Church. Its very presence confirms the truth of
the Word which its votaries deny. Apostasy from truth is clearly
predicted in the Word which prominent doubters set at nought,
and the lamp of prophecy is that whereunto we do well that we
take heed in our hearts, "as unto a light that shineth in a dark
place until the day dawn, and the day Star arise" (2 Pet. i. 19).
5. Fifthly, we are reminded that all the contrary winds that blow
against GOD'S people are known to our LORD and MASTER.
" He saw them toiling in rowing." Alone on the land, on the
mountain to which He had departed to pray, He saw His disciples
battling with the waves and with the wind which was contrary
to them.
When His people were in Egypt and they " sighed by reason of
the bondage," He "heard their groaning" and He looked upon
them and had respect unto them, and He said to Moses, "I know
their sorrows." To-day He is not on the side or summit of an
earthly mountain, but He is in the heights of heaven. He is " on
the right hand of the throne of the MAJESTY in the heavens." There
He is making intercession for HIs redeemed people. There His
heart beats in sympathy for them. From thence His eyes behold
them. From thence He sees all the contrary winds which come
into their experience. His eyes are over the righteous and His
ears are open unto their. prayers. Even their groanings, as they
struggle against contrary winds and waves, are not hid from Him.
He saw the trials of His people when Stephen was martyred and
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others had to flee for their lives, and He said to Saul the archpersecutor of His people, "Why persecutest thou Me 1" He felt
the .sufierings of His chosen and blood-bought people. He knows
thy difficulties, 0 child of 'GOD. His .eyes are upon thee and SOOI'l
He will appear on thy behalf.
,6. Sixthly, !We are taught that even now the LORD appears to quell
the winds that are contrary to His people.
The Revised Version says, " And seeing them distressed in rowing,
for the wind was contrary unto them, about the fourth watch of
the night, He cometh unto them." Their distress was the reason
of His coming to them. He came, walking on the sea, in order
that He might quell the storm and bring them to their desired
haven. Will He not in like manner appear now for His distressed
people 1 "They cry unto the LORD in their trouble, and He
bringeth them out of their distresses. He maketh the storm a
calm, SO that the waves thereof are still. Then are they glad
because they be quiet; so He bringeth them unto their desired
haven" (Psa. cvii. 28-30; John vi. 21).
7. Lastly, 'we are reminded of the full and final deliverance of His
people when the predicted day dawns.
The present night of contrary winds is far spent, but the day,
when the contrary winds of our experience shall be stilled, is at
hand. It was in the fourth watch 01 the night that JESUS came
to His distressed disciples, and quelled the storm, and brought
them safely to land. The fourth watch began at three o'clock in
the morning. It was the dawning of day. So when He cometh
again to fetch His ransomed people to their desired haven He will
come in majesty and glory and all the holy angels with Him.
And when He comes, it will be morning for His redeemed people.
Their time of weeping, which will have endured only for a night,
will be followed by the joy which cometh in the morning. This,
dear children of GOD, is our hope. JESUS is coming. He is coming,
amongst other ·things, to receive His people unto Himself. He
will not come walking majestically on ,the sea, but He will nevertheless come in majesty and glory. He will descend from the mountaintops of heaven with a shout, with the voice of the -archangel, and
with the trump of GOD,and then the ransomed of the LORD shall
enter the heavenly Zion. Songs and ewerlasting j.oy shall 'be upon
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their heads. " They shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and
.sighing shall flee away" (Isa. xxxv. 10). "Wherefore comfort
one another with these words" (1 Thess. v. 18).
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Ki'flg's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

CHRISTMAS HYMN.
" It is a night to be much observed unto the Lord."-ExOD. xii. 42.
IT was a night of glory
When through the paschal blood
The ransomed of Jehovah
Were saved from servitude;
When all their bonds were broken
And every soul set free,
And they went forth exulting
In new-found liberty.
o night to be remember'd
And kept unto the Lord,
The promise and fulfilment
Of His unchanging Word.
There came another glory,
Surpassing far the first,
When on the nightly darkness
Celestial radiance burst,
From angel hosts proclaiming
Eternal Jubilee,
The ransom of the sin-bound
Through Christ's nativity.
o grand was the fulfilling
Of prophecy sublime,
When God became incarnate
In fulness of the time.
For us and our salvation
He left His royal throne,
To take our sins upon Him
And make our cause His own,
With righteousness to robe us
And give us life Divine,
That in His Father's Kingdom
We as the sun may shine.
Then, let the Lord's redeemed
His name ior ever bless
For His unfailing mercy
And glorious faithfulness.
F. J. HAMILTON, D.D.
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PRAYER BOOK REVISION.
IX.

A CLERGYMAN'S IMPORTANT QUESTIONS IN REGARD TO
SECESSION.

" Be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a
reason 0/ the hope that is in you with meelcness and /ear."1 PETER iii. 15.
OUR space this month is less than usual in consequence of the
printing of the Index. We therefore print only a short article.
We have received a letter from a clergyman asking some important
questions in regard to secession, arising out of previous articles.
His questions have no doubt occurred to others. If therefore our
answer is in any measure helpful to him, it may also be helpful to
others. We therefore print his letter, followed by our answer.
1. Fi'rst, we draw attention to a clergyman's important questions
in regard to secession.
The clergyman writes under date October 31: "I have read
with interest your articles in the GOSPEL ~'lAGAZINE. I see the
Magazine regularly every month. May I just ask a question re
secession from an apostate Church? I had it put to me this way.
The Church is apostate now through her action in the Church
Assembly, and surely will not be rendered more so by the vote
of Parliament. 'Whatever action Parliament take, she is apostate.
Therefore secession is due now, and if you do not secede now, what
is there in Parliament's action which will make it more imperative?
She is really apostate now, if not actually and legally.
"And again, if the new book is not passed, she is still to all
intents and purposes apostate, though unable on account of legal
restrictions to exercise her apostasy, if I may so say.
"What is your answer? Is my action in God's sight and for
conscience' sake to be determined by a vote in Parliament? Having
remained in all these years with apostasy and departure from the
truth increasing, why should I come out now, just because Parliament gives her a legal right to teach what is untrue and false?
Sorry to trouble you, but I am interested and should like to know
how you regard the matter."
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2. Secondly, 10e draw attention to the ans'Wer 'Which 'We sent to the

clergyman's questions.
'Ve wrote as follows :"- It is cheering to learn that you are a regular reader of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and that the articles on the Prayer Book have
specially interested you.
" Your question is an important one and has been put to me
verbally before.
" It is true that apostasy prevails in the Church of England
now, but legally and officially the Church of England is still true to
Reformation principles. A great number of her members, including
many of her Bishops and a large number of the clergy, are no
longer true to her standards, but her Articles, Homilies, and
Prayer Book are still the same as they were, and as they have
been since 1662.
"We entered her ministry with the knowledge that she was
still legally true to the Word of God. All other clergy outwardly
profess to do the same. They assent to the present Prayer Book
as agreeable to the Word of God, and they subscribe to the Thirtynine Articles. We who, through God's grace, remain, we trust,
loyal, are not responsible for the unfaithfulness and apostasy of '
many of the Bishops and clergy. We cannot be held responsible
for their false teaching, and for their illegal and superstitious
practices. It grieves us intensely, but the fault is not with us,
nor with the Church of England as by law established, but with
the looseness of her administrators.
" The action of the Church Assembly does not alter the Prayer
Book legally. Its action only becomes law if Parliament passes
their measure.
"If, however, Parliament passes the measure, the Church of
England will no longer stand where she did as to the authority of
Scripture, and all to the complete, present justification of the
believer, and as to the true doctrine of the Lord's Supper. She
will have formally and legally, through the constituted authorities,
renounced the outstanding principles of the Reformers, and the
teaching of God's Word.
" At present we can rightly assert that the Church of England in
her formularies is still true to ' the Protestant Reformed Religicn
established by law.'
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"We could ·not assert this any longer if this measure passes, even
though it is said that the Articles and the old Prayer Book will
still remain the standard. If the measure passes, the doctrinal
changes contained in the new book will have the force of law,
and all who remain in the Church of England will be members of
a Church that legally sanctions and allows doctrines and practices
which were repudiated at the Reformation.
" If therefore we remain -under such circumstances, we are in
legal association with a Church which deliberately allows teaching
and practices which certainly and without doubt encourage and
foster idolatry.
" Would we, with our present knowledge, join the ministry 0f
~uch a Church, if we were now about to be ordained? I imagine
our answer is No. Moreover, we could not ,encourage others to
enter its ministry. How then can we remain?
"Secession does not mean secession from Christendom. We
cannot exclude Qurselves from Christendom, and of course secessionists would still be surrounded by error, but they would be in holy
separation from it.
" Nor can we secede from the Church of God. That would mean
eternal disaster for us. We still remain members of that Church
which Christ purchased with His own blood. From that Church
we have no desire to secede, and the Head of that Church is pledged
to keep us in eternal association with Himself. That Church with
all its members He will present unto Himself' a glorious Church,
not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing.' That Church is
the temple 'of the living God, ' and what agreement hath the temple
of God with idols? . . . Wherefore come out from among them,
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclellln
thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and
ye shall be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty'
(2 CQr. vi. 16-18).
" This passage is quoted in the Homily agatnst the Per,a 01 Idolatry.
The writer says, ' St. Paul warneth us to flee Irom the worshipping
01 them (images), if we be wise (1 Cor. x. 14, 15,21), that is to say,
if we care for health and fear destruction, if :we regard the kingdom
of God and life everlasting, and dread the wrath of God and everlasting damnation: for it is not possible that we 'should be wor-
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shippers of images and true servants of God also; as St. Paul
teacheth, the second to the Corinthians, the sixth chapter, affirming
expressly that the-re can be no more consent or ag-reement between the
temple of God, which all true Christians be, and images, than between
righteousness and unrighteousness, between light and darkness,
between the faithful and the u-nfaithful, or between Christ and the
devil' (Homilies, S.P.C.K. edition, 1864, p. 192). If the Prayer
Book measure is not passed, all loyal sons of the Reformation
will still be in the position in which faithful men have been
ever since the Reformation.
"May the Lord Himself guide and teach all His true people
who are in association with the Church of England at this critical
time in her history."
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, IGng's Lynn.

"I AM MARRIED TO YOU."
JER. iii. 14.
CHRIST JESUS is joined unto His people in marriage-union. In love He
espoused His Church as a chaste yjrgin, long before she fell under the
yoke of bondage. Full of burning affection He toiled, like Jacob for
Rachel, until the whole of her purchase-money had been paid, and now,
having sought her by His Spirit, and brought her to know and love
Him, He awaits the glorious hour when their mutual bliss shall be consummated at the marriage-supper of the Lamb. Not yet hath the
glorious Bridegroom presented His betrothed, perfected and complete,
before the Majesty of heaven; not yet hath she actually entered upon
the enjoyment of her dignities as His wife and queen: she is as yet a
wanderer in a world of woe, a dweller in the tents of Kedar; but she
is even now the bride, the spouse of Jesus, dear to His heart, precious
in His sight, written on His hands, and united with His person. On
earth He exercises towards her all the affectionate offices of Husband._
He makes rich provision for her wants, pays all her debts, allows her to
assume His name, and to share in all His wealth. Nor will He ever act
otherwise to her. The word divorce He will never mention, for" He
hateth putting away." Death must sever the conjugal tie between the
most loving mortals, but it cannot diyjde the links of this immortal
marriage. In heaven they marry not, but are as the angels of God;
yet there is this one marvellous exception to the rule, for in Heaven
Christ and His Church shall celebrate their joyous nuptials.-C. H.
Spur.qeon.
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WELLSPRINGS.

"-He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;
To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is
in the midst of the paradise of God. "-REV. ii. 7.
OUR hearts unite in tender sympathy with those who, during the year
which is now fast closing, ha v~ been called to part with their beloved
relatives and friends, and one can only desire for them that they may
be enabled to dwell on the resurrection side of their dear ones
who have fallen asleep in Jesus. My mind has been dwelling much
on the Scripture which heads this article, and I desire to present the
meditation to our dear readers, praying that it may bring them comfort
and joy in their sorrow and lead their thoughts to the eternal bliss
which the heavenly inhabitants are enjoying. May the Holy Spirit
keep the writer from anything speculative, fanciful, or imaginary.
Now, whilst the Apocalypse speaks of the New Jerusalem as a city,
with its walls and streets and gates, yet in this highly symbolical book
my mind has been led to think of heaven as also a garden, even" the
paradise of God," where the saints "range through heaven's unmeasured plains," and walk those "sweet fields beyond the swelling
tide," and never weary in that
.. Land of pure delight,
Where saints immortal reign. a

They drink in the salubrious air; see "the Red Rose of Sharon
unfold its heartsome bloom"; walk by "the River of Life," flowing
on in unbroken peace, and partake of the fruit and leaves of the Tree
of Life. The saints, walking at large, are unfettered, with no limitations to holy, happy liberty and enjoyment as before sin crept in and
marred God's beautiful creation. In tbat first creation everything
declared "The hand that made me is Divine." And" all visible
nature is but a picture of the grace of God," wrote A. Serle. May we
not humbly and scripturally consider under this meditation, the saints
of God, the redeemed host in the paradise of God, blessed with His Own
Presence in their midst?
The saints are spoken of as overcomers-" To him that overcometh."
They rest from their labours. All toil, wrestling and fighting for ever
over. "They walk with Him in white, for they are worthy." They
have a "right to eat of the Tree of Life which is in the midst of the
Paradise ;of God." "They drink full draughts of bliss unknown"
from the River of Life and the Fountain which unceasingly flows .
.. Emm&nuel here His people feeds,
To streams of joy perennial leads,
And wipes, for ever wipes, the tears from every face."
There is much said of gardens in Holy Scripture, and one thinks of
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the first garden wherein the solemn voice searched out fallen, sinful,
fearing man who now needed to find a hiding place ere communion
with his Maker could be restored. Then we think of the voice in
another garden on that morning of resurrection when the much-forgiven
Mary was addressed by her resurrected Lord. It was to a garden He
so often resorted to pour out His holy Soul unto His Father; in·a
garden He prayed; in a garden He agonized and His " sweat was as
it were great drops of blood"; in a garden He gave Himself up to be
the sinless Victim and Surety in His people's stead, and it was in a
garden they laid His sacred Body, in a new tomb wherein never man
had laid. The voice of Jehovah in awful majesty in the first garden!
The voice of the Lord of Resurrection Life in the garden of the empty
tomb, and the voice of the Lamb in the midst of the Paradise of God!
A garden, too, forms much of the subject of the Song of Songs, and
heavenly plants are therein made to resemble the Shulamite and the
Beloved of her soul. Thus to her, He is " the Rose of Sharon and the
Lily of the Valleys," "the Apple Tree among the trees of the wood,"
and" a Bundle of Myrrh," whilst He calls upon the breath of heaven
to" Awake, 0 north wind, and come thou south; blow upon my garden,
that the spices thereof may flow out." "Let my Beloved come into
His garden and eat His pleasant fruits," replies the Church. "A
garden enclosed is my sister, my spouse." "I am come into my
garden, my sister, my spouse." And the Shulamite reflects how" My
beloved is gone down into His garden, to the bed of spices, to feed in
the garden and to gather lilies."
And further in the Messianic prophecy, the Church of God is encouraged and comforted by the promise, "For the Lord shall comfort Zion;
He will comfort all her waste places; and He will make her wilderness
like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness
shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody" (Isa..
li. 3). And such is His watchful care over His Church that He declares,
" Thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose
waters fail not" (!sa. lviii. 11). Oh, if He thus speaks in grace to His
bride and lavishes upon her such care and love in a time-state, will He
not much more show His delight and satisfaction when the last of the
ransomed is gathered in, whom the Father had given Him to redeem!
Will He not again sing in the joy of His heart, "I am come into My
garden"! "In the midst of the Church will I sing praise unto Thee."
" I am come into My garden!" The work of redemption accomplished!
Every sinner for whom He died, saved and brought home! Every
heavy-laden and burdened one drawn by the everlasting cords of love
to come to Him. In His boundless mercy and free favour, He had
lovingly constrai~ed them and sweetly forced them in, and g~ven them
to prove how" Him that cometh unt<l Me I will in no wise cast out."
These are the comers and overcomers who with united voice and breath
had cried unto Him to come; for as with one voice, " the Spirit and
the bride say, Come." Perfect repose! pure delight! Free from
anything to distract, or dismay, or disturb, as one has said, " We shall
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walk in a garden in that morning without clouds, where sin and sorrow
will never once be mentioned." Every plant there has been selected,
chosen out, planted and watered, that each may see, and know, and
consider, and understand, that the hand of the Lord hath done this,
and the Holy One of Israel hath created it. It is earthly language
suited to our finite minds, but with a heavenly meaning, and truly,
as dear Toplady sang, "The plants which His right hand hath set
shall ne'er be rooted up." They have stood all the cold blasts, the
wintry winds, the cloudy days, and now, safely garnered with their
living Redeemer in glory, they altogether rejoice. They were those
overcomers who overcame by the blood of the Lamb. Dear children
of God, you who read these pages, you who have been called during
the past year to part with a beloved relation or friend by death,
may these words cheer and comfort you as you desire to think of their
joy and their dear Redeemer's joy. You think of some standardbearers whose faithful testimony is silenced in death and whom we
could so ill spare. You ponder the sovereignty of your God as He
seemingly prolonged the lives of advanced Christians whose infirmities
and physical weakness made life a burden. You think of the son in
his prime taken, and the aged father left to battle with his oft infirmities. Your heart is still tenderly recalling all his early influences and
training and his parents' prayers, as also their joy when any sign of
grace was evidenced, and more especially as the boy grew into manhood,
and if he said but little, you "never knew him to oppose the truths
of God in Christ." A grace-taught clergyman was in the place wherever
he was appointed to live, he attended such a ministry; whilst at
the end he could" speak of Jesus peaceably and acceptably."
Of an aged pilgrim, the tidings came which conveyed an eternity of
rest and joy-" Dear R. S. is in heaven."
There is that beloved mother, too, a humble saint of God, who had
been brought through all her widowed days to prove her heavenly
Husband's strength and arm; who had much grace given her to train
up her little fatherless ones in the fear of the Lord, and who lived to
see the promised blessing upon such. There was her faithful witnessing
and warning against the harlot Church and the insidious teaching of
her twin sister Ritualism. There were her many trials and sorrows
which burdened her, not the least perhaps being the long and wearisome
sleepless nights. Sometimes as the hours dragged slowly by she would
say, "Let us have a light. Satan cannot bear the light." On that,
which proved to be her last night on earth, as she retired she was
heard to remark, " Another wearisome night," but it was not to be !
Or ever she and they about her were aware, she was transplanted
from the wilderness to the heavenly garden, and her night was for
ever over, and she awoke to a morning without clouds and the everlasting day of the Sun of Righteousness.
As swiftly, too, came the gathering to another, and a: beloved sister
in Christ fell asleep to awake in glory. Knit together in friendship's
warm bonds, the sweet hallowed fellowship and spiritually intelligent
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converse will be sorely missed by her dearest and now doubly-lonely
friend; but may the sympathy of Jesus and the solace of His abiding
love sustain and comfort her and lift her above the loneliness as she
thinks of her beloved friend walking" heaven's unmeasured plains,"
" drinking in full draughts of bliss" and unwearyingly singing" Worthy
is the Lamb."
We referred just previously to an " Aged Pilgrim" in Wiltshire and
yet another in the Midlands who had long been benefited and cheered
by the timely help of that excellent Society (A.P.F.S.), who was
gathered to her eternal home after a long and chequered pilgrimage.
In her last letter to the writer she could testify, " The Lord is indeed
good and kind and gracious still, and not a jot nor tittle fails of all
the good things He has spoken of. It is wonderful how I have been
cared for and kept by the power of God all these years through faith
in Christ Jesus." Oh, dear readers, what is comparable to Jesus and
His finished work on Calvary and all that it means to Spirit-taught
souls, that amid all the trials and conflicts, afflictions and sufferings,
they can rejoice and be moved by "none of these things." Their
" light afflictions" are not comparable" to the far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory" which shall be theirs after the little while of
suffering here.
As they sit down at the marriage supper of the Lamb, the Kingly
King and Master of the feast will say to His royal guests, "Eat, 0
friends! drink, yea drink abundantly, 0 beloved!" And each and all
will be satisfied, satiated, with His goodness.
As I sat very recently by what proved to be the dying bed of an
aged relation, and she slept, I opened a little book to pass the time,
and read these lines :"FOR EVER.
U

There's no last

~ime

in Heaven, the Angels pour

A still new song thongh chanted evermore:
There's no night following on their day·light hours,
No fading time for Amaranthine flowers:
No change, no death, no harp that lies unstrung,
No vacant place, these hallowed hills among."
The work of their God in a time-state was a work for eternity, and
that glad word For Ever is now their satisfying portion. A gardener
sows and plants and waters and nourishes, watches over and guards
against cutting winds, heat of sun and frosty nights, and takes delight
to see the flourishing of his plants, whilst he exterminates noxious and
poisonous weeds. If that is a picture of an earthly husbandman, in
how much higher a sense can the words of the Song.of Songs be verified
spiritually, " Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with pleasant
fruits, ca.mphire with spikenard, spikenard and saffron; calamus and
cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense; myrrh and aloes, with all
the chief spices." Every plant which His heavenly Father planted
is equally precious, as having cost the precious blood of the Well35
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Beloved to redeem. He the sinless Sufferer that His people might be
free! He the sinner's Surety pouring out His soul unto death, that
death should have no dominion over them! He endured the Cross and
shame, that His children might be for ever reconciled to God and
might" eat of the tree of life which is in the paradise of God."

•

"He led me to the place of song,
He led me to the feast of bliss;
Then spake in accents sweet and strongI led thee thus to give thee this I "

\

Burdened ones, sorrowing ones, are you looking up and looking
forward, anticipating these glorious and blissful realities after the
"little while between" and when the first glimpse of Jesus will make
amends for all the sorrows by the way 1 We often speak of and

.•

" - sing of the realms of the blest,
That country so bright and so fair,
And oft are its glories confessed,
But what
. must it be to be there!
11

May the Holy Spirit the Comforter raise our thoughts and affections,
and enable us to sing in anticipation with the immortal Watts;4'

Descend from heaven, immortal Dove,

Stoop down and take us on Thy wings,
And mount and bear us far above
The reach of these inferior things.
"Beyond, beyond this lower sky,
Up where eternal ages roll ;
Where solid pleasures never die,
And fruits immortal feast the soul.
" Oh for a sight, a pleasing sight,
Of our Almighty Father's throne I
There sits our Saviour crown'd with light,
Cloth'd in a body like our own.

•

" Adoring saints around Him stand,

••

And thrones and powers before Him fall ;
The God shines gracious thro' the Man,
And sheds sweet glories on them all.

•

" Oh what amazing joys they feel,
While to their goldeu harps they sing,
And sit on every heavenly hill
And spread the triumphs of their King I "

I

\

An old writer has tersely said, " If you go to heaven when you die,
heaven will come to you before you die." This should encourage poor,
downcast, sin-burdened, praying ones. Jesus will bring heaven to their
souls, and He will smile upon them at last and gather them to His
eternal presence where in fulness of joy they will stay for ever!
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.sermon~ .

CHRIST IS ALL."

SERMON TO THE YOUNG, PREACHED BY

'XHE LATE REV. JAMBS ORMlSTON, ON OCTOBER 4TH,

1896.1,

(Concluded from page 437.)

" Unto you therefore which believe He is precious."-l

PETER

"

ii. 7.

to Jesus those who believe are indebted for their acceptance
with God, with a holy God. When a poor sinner, taught by the Spirit
that he is a sinner, when a poor sinner taught by the Spirit that sin
is exceeding sinful and who finds it a burden intolerable, goes trustingly
to Jesus for acceptance, he is received with open arms. Yes, it is
true to-night: "This Man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them."
" No man cometh unto the Father, but by Me." Again," him that
cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out." Oh, is not that blessed
news, poor seeking sinner 1 Does it not make Jesus dear to you 1
Oh, does it not make His name to be full of attractiveness and drawing
virtue so that you must come to Him, so ~hat you must prostrate yourself at His dear feet with the cry of him of old, " God be merciful to
me a sinner" 1 And His answer is, " I will in no wise cast thee out,
poor sinner. Thou knowest thy need of Me. Thou hast been taught
that-not by man, flesh and blood have not revealed it unto thee
-J\fy Father has revealed it unto thee, and thou art precious in My
sight, one of My lost sheep brought to the Shepherd, one of My
Father's lost children recovered and placed among the family." No
casting out! Jesus never yet cast out a true case of penitence, a true
case of heart-brokenness, a coming sinner who trusted in His merits
only. Oh, that sweet hymn which we sometimes sing-I love that
line in which it says:
"I stand upon His merit,
I know no other stand."

FURTHER,

Is that your religion 1 It is a safe one. It is the only true one. It is
salvation, it is adoption, it is reconciliation, it is peace with God, it
is a plenary pardon, it is everlasting glory!
" I stand upon His merit,

I know no other stand."
And is tha.t other hymn your experience also:
" Hangs my helpless soul on Thee" ?
Is it so 1 Is your soul hanging on Jesus only 1
" Other refuge have I none."
()h, happy sonls of whom these things are true. You may not be
.great, you may not be learned, you may not be gifted, you may not be
wealthy, you may not be influential, you may be nothing in the eyes
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of your fellow-men, but I will tell you, in the sight of the Lord you are
accounted His special treasure, you are accounted jewels, and you are
destined to shine in the diadem of 'your Lord. There is no doubt of
it. "Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out." Now then,
unto you who thus believe in Him, how precious He is! And let me
tell you, this preciousness is not half revealed to you yet. You have
yet to see Him face to face before you in any adequate measure can
realize His preciousness. You know the report of Him which faithful
ministers proclaim is a good one, but then their ministry at the best
leaves you much where the Queen of Sheba felt herself to be left when
she heard only of Solomon-his greatness, his glory and his wisdom.
But when she saw him face to face, when she had seen the palace in
which he lived, when she saw the companies of his servants-those
that were round about him in person continually" you know her spirit
failed her, she Was utterly overwhelmed with the great glory and the
personal greatness of Solomon, and she said: "The half was not told
me." And so hereafter, dear fellow-believers, when you and I through
grace stand on Mount Zion and behold the King in His beauty, we shall
bear like testimony to hers of Sheba: "The half-though it was a.
glorious Gospel that was preached, the half-though the truths of the
Word were precious indeed, though all they said of Him was true,
most true, yet the half of His glory was unuttered, the half of His
worthiness was never told forth." It is true, beloved friends, unto
those who believe in Jesus He is precious now, but He will be sevenfold
more precious shortly.
And then again, to them that believe Jesus is pedous for the grace
He bestows, the grace He bestows.
"Oh, to grace how great a debtor,

Daily I'm constrained to be."

•

•

,

,

Think of what grace is. Grace is the free, royal favour of God, the
free, royal, bountiful, favour of God. It is a favour grounded not
upon the object's response to it, but it is based upon His own willHis own will. That I am a partaker of saving grace to-night is due
to the sovereign will of God against Whom I have sinned, but He
willed my salvation and He therefore provided grace, grace abounding,
in the person of His beloved Son. He said: "Now go forth, go down,
go into their midst; liye for them, die for them, rise again for them,
and come back to Me, and in virtue of Thine obedience and Thy blood
they shall be Thine for ever and ever." Oh, grace, this free, sovereign,
royal, abounding favour of God-that He should deign to take up
rebel-hearted sinners and convert them into children, into sons and
daughters-loving sons, beautiful daughters, holy children without
blemish, daughters like polished corners of the Temple, people of
delight to His soul! Grace does all this, and oh, how much more!
Grace not only converts the sinner from being a rebel-hearted enemy
of God into a dear, loving child of God, but grace also preserves the
feet, the goings, the life, of these God's children. Ah, if we were
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converted and then left to ourselves where should we get ~ Fellowbelievers, if grace were not operative every moment in our behalf, then
on every occasion when grace ceased to act we should revert to our
former evil condition. But the grace that found us in our sins and
<lonverted us to God, that changed us from rebels into dear children,
keeps us, preserves us unto life eternal. And it is this grace of our
Lord Jesus that makes Him increasingly precious to His disciples.
Ah, those of us who know something of the plague of the human heart,
know something too of our indebtedness to Jesus for keeping us from
ourselves, for not suffering us to fall into our own evil hands, or to
take counsel with our own corrupt hearts. No, Jesus must keep the
feet of His saints by grace, as well as call them out of darkness into
marvellous light. And, as the work of p"eservation is Christ's work,
-endearing Him to His saved people, so is that after-work His, the work
<:>f presentation. "Preserved in Christ Jesus "-unto what ~-unto
glory. And what is that ~ Our being presented faultless before
God's presence with exceeding joy. We are waiting, fellow-believers,
for that work to be performed. Meanwhile Jesus grows in preciousness
unto our hearts. Oh, how shall we not bless Him when we are brought
Home, perfected in His likeness. For Jesus is coming, Jesus is coming.
It may be soon. When He shall have accomplished the number of
·His elect Jesus is coming" to be glorified in His saints." You notice
the language. It does not say He is coming to be glorified by His
saints, but He is coming to be glorified in them. And further, He is
<loming " to be admired." In whom ~ In Himself certainly, but not
in that Scripture. He is coming "to be admired in all them that believe." That is a wondrous truth, inseparable from our presentation
in the Presence of the glory when the Church of God shall be perfected
in the likeness of Jesus Himself. So that to angels, principalities, and
powers, the glory of the Church hereafter will be Jesus in His people.
" I saw," said John, in the vision, "the new Jerusalem, coming down
from God, out of heaven, having "-what think you 1-" having the
glory of God," having it. Yes, and he describes something of the glory
of God in that new Jerusalem, the Church of the living God, the Bride
of Christ, the Bridegroom. The glory of God-no need of any light
in the city, the Lamb is the light thereof. Christ in His people admired
-and that beautiful city built of precious stones, all of them transparent
stones and hence able to communicate light and to admit the indwelling
light of the indwelling God. "Having the glory of God "-God
admired in His saints! This is a great mystery, but shortly, to those
<:>f us who believe in Jesus, it will be no mystery at all. We ourselves
will be taking an active part in the reali7.ation of it. Every believer
here to-night is.a precious stone, a transparent stone, built into this
holy city, destined to be the vehicle of the indwelling glory of the
living God. Ah, it is little wonder that He Who has made this all
sure to us, beloved, should be precious. It would be marvellous if
He were not.
And this is the test-this my last word-the test for all to subject
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themselves unto to-night, Is Jesus precious to me 1 For if He be, I
~m-clearly "I am-a believer in Him, and clearly, as a believer, all
things are mine in Christ. But if Jesus be not precious to me to-night
as my Saviour, as my Quickener, as the Forgiver of my sins, as having
reconciled me to God, as being the Fountain-head and Spring of all
graces unto me, the Preserver of my footsteps in the paths of obedience
and truth, and if I have not in Him my hope centred as finally presenting
me in His own merit before His Father's presence with exceeding joy,
then I cannot be His. And oh, it strikes me to the heart to think,
alas, that anyone in this congregation gathered to-night should not
be a precious stone in God's House and Temple, a sinner saved by
sovereign grace, a child of God, a joint-heir with Christ. But in all
faithfulness I warn every unbeliever to-night that "without faith it
)S impossible to please God," and that without holiness no man shall
see God.
May God add blessing to His Word for Christ's sake. Amen.

.-

THE NECESSITY OF DIVINE TEACHING.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. W. ROMAINE, M.A.,
AT ST. DUNSTAN'S IN THE WEST, LONDON,
IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.
" It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God."JOHN vi. 45.
. (Concluded from p. 490.)
FRo.r what has been now offered, the doctrine of the text is, I hope,
made plain and clear: if Scripture authority can convince, and If
matter of fact can determine the point, they give in full evidence for
the necessity of Divine teaching; which is farther confirmed from the
established method in which God teaches His children. He revealed
His Word for their instruction, and His Spirit still accompanies the
hearing or reading of it, and renders it effectual to the purposes for
which it was revealed. He still by His grace prepares the sinner's
mind to receive it, by convincing him of his ignorance of the things of
God, by bringing him with an humble, teachable temper to learn them
from the Word of God; and then He works faith in the sinner's heart
by the Word, and helps the believer to act faith upon the Word of
God's grace, which is able to build him up, and to give him an inheritance
among all them who are sanctified. These particulars have beeu
established upon express passages of Holy Scripture; and what
effect, my brethren, has our present consideration of them had upon
you 1 Has it been the means of showing any of you how you stood
in need of Divine teaching 1 Has it stirred up fervent desires in any
of you for the teaching of God's Spirit 1 If neither of these good
effects followed, what is the cause which hindered 1 If you believe
the Scripture to be the Word of God, you cannot deny the doctrine.
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No words can be plainer than these written in the prophets, "They
shall be ALL taught of God." If all are not to be taught of God, how
do you understand the words 1 Do you think they speak only of
the apostles and primitive Christians, to whom they were fulfilled,
but. we are not now to expect their accomplishment 1 This is the
opinion of many persons, but it is quite unscriptural. The fifty-fourth
chapter of Isaiah, as explained by an infallible interpreter in the New
Testament, treats of the Gentile church in the last days; of which it
is said (verse 13), " And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord."
ALL without exception, all God's children among the Gentiles in every
age shall be taught of the Lord. To the same purpose the prophet
Jeremiah, chap. xxxi., speaking. of the new covenant, which was to
be established in the last days, declares, from the mouth of God, verse 34,
" And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every
man his brother, saying, Know the Lord; for they shall all know Me,
from the least of them to the greatest of them, saith the Lord." This
promise belongs to the new covenant, under which God Himself
engages to teach His people, and they all, from the least to the greatest,
shall know the Lord. And when our blessed Saviour, in the text,
referred to these and such-like promises, which are written in the
prophets, He made no limitation, but said, " They shall be all taught
of God": all in every age of the Church, who are made sensible of
their want of Divine teaching, and look up to heaven for a Divine
Teacher, shall be taught of God. Certainly these passages cannot
be so far wrested and tortured as to make them speak for Divine
teaching in one age of the Church only. How can you, with any
appearance of truth, fix a limited sense to thesc universal propositions
-ALL thy children shall be taught of the Lord-they shall ALL know
me from the least to the greatest; for they shall be ALL taught of God 1
All were to be taught by Him, all His children; therefore His children
now have the same promise of Divine teaching, which the primitive
Christians had; for the promise is to us, and to our children, and to
all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.
Since, then, the Scripture so clearly confutes this absurd and wicked
opinion, do you, my brethren, give it up, and acknowledge the necessity
of Divine teaching 1 If not, what other objection have you against
the doctrine 1 Have you been used to think that it carried with it
an air of enthusiasm 1 I know many persons look upon it in this
light. If any of you do, pray tell us what you mean by enthusiasm;
for it seems to us only a bad name given to one of the best things.
At this day the knowledge of vital and experimental religion is so far
lost, that whenever the generality of our people hear it spoken of,
they do not understand it; and what they .do not understand,
they reject under the odious name of enthusiasm; so that this
name does not stand for any bad properties in the thing to which
they apply it, but only signifies their dislike of it. And if they
express their dislike by a hard name, what hurt can that do 1
Can it really turn the words of truth and soberness into enthusiasm 1
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Can that be enthusiasm, which believes God to be a faithful, promise~
keeping God, and that His Word cannot be broken! What! is it
enthusiasm to desire to be taught of God, and to ask wisdom of Him,
after He has commanded His children to ask it, and has engaged to
teach it to them! Surely, no. God's promises must be fulfilled,
and they who seek their accomplishment, cannot be disappomted.
He hath spoken by the mouth of His holy prophets, that all His children
shall be taught of God; and heaven and earth shall pass away before
one tittle of these words shall fail. Men and brethren, what do you
think now of this objection, which wants to make God a liar, for
promising to teach His children, and which treats them as enthusiasts,
who expect to be taught of Him! Certainly you cannot defend such
a blasphemous opinion. Well then, the way is farther cleared for a
favourable reception of the doctrine; and do you indeed receive it !
;Perhaps you assent to it. But what sort of an assent do you give!
Is it active and operative! If not, what will it avail! You will
learn none of the things of God by simply believing that God does
teach them to His children. You must ask, if you would have; you
must seek, if you would find that wisdom, which cometh from above.
And you must ask with earnestness, and seek with diligence; not as
if you could thereby merit, but to express your wants and your humility.
The Divine direction in this case is (Prov. ii. 3, 4, etc.), " If thou criest
after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding"; not
asking faintly, but crying aloud, and lifting up the voice through the
fervency of the desire after wisdom; "And if thou seekest her as
silver, and searchest for her as hid treasures"; seeking with as great
pains, and searching with as constant application as ever worldly man
took to enrich himself; "Then shalt thou understand the fear of the
Lord, and find the knowledge of God; for the Lord giveth wisdom ",;
he giveth it to everyone who is made to seek it with humble diligence.
These are words of comfort to you who desire to be taught of God,
and who are seeking of Him the knowledge of Divine things. Seek,
as He has directed you, and you shall find. He will teach you, because
He has made you teachable. He has already taught you one lesson,
which is perhaps the hardest you have to learn. He has convinced
you of your entire ignorance of Divine things. You no longer take up
your rest in the fancied abilities of nature, but are consulting the Word
of God, and praying for the teaching of the Spirit of God. This is
the appointed way to receive instruction. And if you wait in this
way, He who directed you to the way will meet you and instruct you
in it. Only remember, that His glory, being the motive and end of
all His dealings with men, must be your motive and end in learning
Divine things. You must have a single eye to His glory in asking
knowledge of Him; and what He gives, you must use to His glory.
His glory must be promoted by all that He teaches you, and therefore
you must come to learn of Him, humble, under a continual sense of
your ignorance and unworthiness; and meek, disposed like a newborn babe to receive the sincere milk of the Word, that you may grow
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thereby; and you must be a diligent scholar, you must read much,
and pray more; yea, you must watch in prayer·with all perseverance;
and then the promise, which wisdom itself has made, shall be fulfilled
to you (Prov. viii. 34). "Blessed is the man that heareth Me, watching
daily at My gates, waiting at the posts of My doors." He that watches
and waits thus, is blessed; for God, who commanded light to shine out
of darkness, will shine into his heart, to give the light of the knowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, more and more unto
the perfect day.
What thanks can we render unto God for His exceeding grace, Who
still shines into the hearts of His children 1 Glory be to His great
name, there are many amongst us who have reason to praise Him for
His Divine teaching. They have found Him faithful to fulfil His
promises; for He has opened their blind eyes, and has led them into
the knowledge and belief of the truth. Daily are they magnifying
the riches of His infinite love, which has brought them out of darkness
into His marvellous light, and has translated them out of the kingdom
of Satan into the kingdom of His dear Son. These persons are witnesses
for God, and can set to their seal, that He still teaches His children
by His Word and by His Spirit; for they have been illuminated with
the true knowledge and understanding of His Word, and, by their
living, they set it forth and show it accordingly.
This is the happy state of so many of you as are real Christians.
You have experience of the truth of the text, and know it to be an
undoubted matter of fact. My Christian brethren, what return will
you make to your Divine Teacher for the comfortable lessons which '
He has taught you 1 What less can you do, than praise Him with
your lives, as well as with your lips 1 Praise Him for what you have
already learnt, and continue humbly to wait on Him for your growth
in knowledge. Remember that the new man which you have put
on, is to be renewed in knowledge day by day. The Spirit of wisdom
is to help you to grow in grace, and in tbe knowledge of your Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. This is your privilege, and it is your interest
to make a constant use of it. The wisest of us know but little of what
is to be known, therefore you should be diligent in your attendance
upon the means appointed of God for your teaching. Read the Word,
and meditate in it day and night; and when the Holy Spirit explains
and applies it, then it will be a lantern unto your feet, and a light unto
your paths. Pray over the Word. Prayer will digest it, and the
prayer of faith, mixed with it, will make it nourishing and strengthening
to the inner man. And thus you will grow in grace, and be renewed
in knowledge ;--the understanding will be renewed with still clearer
views of the spiritual things; the will, no longer prejudiced against
them, will be renewed with a more determinate choice of them; and
the affections will be renewed with a more hearty love and a fuller
enjoyment of them. Hereby your sanctification will be carried on,
and you will be renewed day by day in true holiness, after the image
of Him that created you. Having therefore these privileges, dearly
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beloved brethren, having such a Teacher, and such things 'to learn
of Him, having the Spirit of the Most High God to teach you all things,
which belong to your present peace, and to your eternal glory; oh!
what diligence should you use in attending upon the means by which
your Divine Teacher has promised to instruct you! In them be ye
constantly found 'Waiting; waiting with humble, teachable tempers,
and praying for the blessing of God upon the use of His appointed
means. And while you thus continue to wait upon God, He will
continue to teach you. He has promised it to His children, and He
cannot lie. He will make you~wise unto salvation.
Having thus exhorted you, my Christian brethren, to make a
diligent use of the great privilege of the new covenant, I have nothing
further to offer but my prayers. May He that heareth prayer send
down His blessing upon what has been now spoken. May the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give unto you the Spirit
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him: that the eyes of
your understanding being enlightened, ye may know what is the hope
of His calling, and what the riches of the glory of His inheritance in
the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His power to usward
who believe. Oh may our God manifest these great truths to your
understandings, and give you the sweet experience of them in your
hearts, that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all
wisdom and spiritual understanding, and that you may walk worthy
of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and
increasing in the knowledge of God, until you see Him face to face;
and then shall you know, even as also you are known. To this perfect
knowledge and ever-blessed fruition of God, may the Lord Jesus bring
you all by the ministry of His Word, and by the teachings of His
Spirit, that you may be for ever happy in giving thanks and praise
to the three Divine Persons in one Jehovah, to whom the Church· in
earth and heaven ascribes all glory in time and in eternity. Amen,
and Amen.
SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT·HOME SUNDAYS.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR.
" The end of all things is at hand,. be ye therefore sober, and watch
unto prayer."-l PETER iv. 7.
YEARS ago, in the eighties, I accompanied the late Commander Key,
who did such good Christian work at Portsmouth, to see the launching of
H.M.S. Trafalgar, at the naval docks there, and after it had taken
place, I was much struck with a remark he made. "Well," he said,
"that is over! Our lives are made up of little finishings or little
endings." How true this is! We are reminded of it by the fact
that the year is rapidly drawing to a close, and it should lead to solemn
reflections. Everyone of us is a year nearer to ·the last year of his
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life, and unless sheltered in Christ, unless our faith is fixed on Him
Who is our " Saviour God," so that we ar{\ saved by His finished work,
sad is our condition, for we are among those of whom it is written
that they have "no hope," and are "without God in the world"
(Eph. ii. 12). However, the true believer does not look forward tD
death, but waits for the Son of God from heaven (1 Thess. i. 10), and
is looking for" The blessed hope." That the Lord Jesus will come
again is certain, "For yet a little while, and He that shall come, will
come, and will not tarry" (Heb. x. 37), and every year brings us
nearer to that glorious event. "Now is our salvation nearer than
when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand; let·
us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the
armour of light" (Rom. xiii. 11-12).
Again, it is a solemn consideration that we are one year nearer" the
day of the Lord," the day so often spoken of in Holy Scripture, the
period which is called "The day of wrath, and revelation of the
righteous judgment of God "-" The day of judgment and perdition
of ungodly men" (Rom. ii. 5; 2 Peter iii. 7).
The world disbelieves or entirely disregards this revealed truth, but
as Peter says, " The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night"
(2 Peter iii. 10), that is, when utterly unexpected by the world in
general.
True, the Apostle Paul tells us "That day (the day of the Lord)
shall not come, except there come a falling away (or the apostasy)
first, etc." (2 Thess. ii. 2-3). But the apostasy is here, and rapidly
spreading, though it has not yet come to a full head. There are but
few faithful witnesses in the professing Church of Christ, and therefore
we believe in the imminence of the coming of our Lord, first to the
air, to receive His people, and then to the earth, when the Word will
be fulfilled, "The kingdom of the world is become the kingdom of
our Lord, and of His Christ, and He shall reign for ever and ever"
(Rev. xi. 15, R.V.).
It behoves the Lord's people, therefore, to remember that" The
time is short" (1 Cor. vii. 29), to "set their affection on things above,
not on things on the earth" (Col. iii. 2), remembering that" the fashion
of this world passeth away" (1 Cor. vii. 31), while on the other hand,
" When Christ, Who is our life, shall appear, then shall we also appear
with Him in glory" (Col. iii. 4).
" The end of all things is at hand; be ye therefore of sound mind,
and be sober unto prayer" (1 Peter iv. 7, R.V.).
CRANl1ER says: "If thou be desirous to know whether
thou be in the right faith or no, seek it not at man's mouth, seek it
not at a proud, glorious and wavering sort of bishops and priests, but
at God's Own mouth, which is His Holy Word written which can
neither lie, deceive, nor be deceived."-Dr. Oartm"s "Anglican Via
Media," p. 154.
ARCHBISHOP
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STAYED ON THEE.
WE are rapidly approaching the close of 1927. It will be a memorable
year for all time, as a year of special unrest, of strange crises, of great
upheavals, of unparalleled recklessness, of quakings in mountains,
sea, and land, so that even those who do not usually observe the trend
of events cannot fail to be struck with the unusualness of all around.
What is coming, dear reader 1 Whence all this strange turmoil, this
general disorder, this utter abandonment to wickedness in all forms 1
How will it develop and into what will it develop 1 We cannot tell,
but rest, dear child of God. "He knows, give Him the helm." "God
is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore
will not we fear though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; though the mountains
shake with the swelling thereof." What a picture of desolations the
Psalmist draws.
Now the words which head this paper (Isa. xxvi. 3), "Stayed on
Thee," may well form a pendant to the triumphant exclamation in
Ps. xlvi. "The Lord of hosts is with us." "Stayed on Thee." This
is the attitude of the loving believer amidst scenes however appalling,
and circumstances however distressing, and this thought has soothed
to rest many sufferers. Personally, I have known two, who were about
to undergo operations, and when laid on the operating table this sweet
verse has been applied by the Holy Spirit to the soul, and all fear
taken away. Just stayed on Him and so "kept in perfect peace ,,.
and sweet calms of soul.
In this verse there are several words supplied to render the mean'
ing clearer. Thus if read without the supplies, the verse would be
thus, "Thou wilt keep in perfect peace and mind, because he trusteth
in Thee." I have read one rendering, "Thou preservest continued
peace to the mind that leaneth on Thee."
.
. Now looking in the dictionary we find several meanings to the word
" stayed" or "stay," including to remain, to continue in a place,
to wait, to stand still, to rest, to rely. References to the mind stayed
on God may be formed in all these meanings, thus, " continually with
Thee.' "Our eyes wait on the Lord our God." "Stand still and
see." "I am still with Thee." "Rest in the Lord." "Thou didst
rely on the Lord" (2 Chron. xvi. 8), and what was the result 1 "prevailed because they relied upon the Lord God of their fathers"
{2 Chron. xiii. 18).
The words "stayed on Thee" embrace all these meanings, perhaps most of all resting and leaning. For the heart that rests in Him,
Who so loved, is ever trusting. "Ye shall find rest unto your souls."
"I will give you rest." "Who is she that cometh up from the
wilderness leaning upon her beloved 1" As she leans she stays herself on His strength. As she leans she is in close contact. As she
leans she rests body and soul. She leans and learns and rests. Oh !
blessed staying, blessed leaning, blessed resting. The heart that rests
on Him is ever trusting. "Ye shall find rest unto your souls." "I
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.will give you rest." One feels always that rest is a gift, a gift from
the Supreme lavish Giver of all consolations, and assurance; and what
a gift! "He shall give thee the desires of thine heart." "The
desire of our soul is to Thy name, and is the remembrance of Thee.
With my soul have I desired Thee in the night." Ah! He will give
tltee these desires. "In the night." Doth He not give thee special
delights in the night? (see Ps. xlii. 6). "The Lord will command His
lovingkindness in the daytime, and in the night His song shall be
with me." I have often found by delightful experience a certain
clearness of vision, a certain sight of the appointed next thing to do,
a rolling off of care, definite purpose from Hintself. This is true of
natural night. But, in the night of sorrow, the night of fear, the
night of spiritual darkness and distress, His song has been sweetest,
His presence the closest, His love the dearest, His comfort the most
tender. And so, dear reader, " I call to remembrance my song in the
night." Then," the Lord will give grace and glory" (Ps. lxxxiv. 11).
" My peace I give unto you." "I give to Him eternal life." And this
is His greatest gift. "God so loved the world that He gave His ouly
begotten Son." "Who loved me and gave Himself for me." Always,
always giving. It is all of grace. The believer's Zionward course
from all eternity, all the way through is all grace. "Grace the good
work begins, and grace completes the same." "He which hath begun
a good work in you will profess it." Well might St. Paul express it,
" the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through
Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved, through faith, and that not of
youl'selves; it is the gift of God."
" Grace first contrived a way to save rebellious man" and all his
steps. Just think of that, not an outline ouly, but all the detail, all
the steps. "Grace first inscribed my name in God's eternal book."
And He will never erase it, for it is in Ch..ist. "Grace that kept me
to this day and will not let me go." How often we should fall if
He did not hold us fast. None can pluck me out of His Hand.
"Though the believer fall he shall not be utterly cast down; for
the Lord upholdeth him with His Hand." Thus, "Grace all the
work shall crown through everlasting days. It lays in heaven the
topmost stone and well deserves the praise." The wondrous choice
and plan made in Heaven by covenant grace, the steps on earth by
covenant directions, and grace drawing up again to covenant glory.
"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on
Thee because he tT'USteth in Thee." Trusting means " entire confidence,
resting the mind on the integrity and friendship of another," and so •
one's mind is at peace, because all stayed upon Him, knowing that
His eternal covenant He will never break."
Stayed on Thee,"
fixed entirely, not wandering a single eye and a single heart. "Looking off unto Jesus." . The radiance of that Figure will swallow up
desire for aught but Himself. "I have seen the Face of Jesus, tell
me naught of else beside," and the dear child of God can add " all
my soul is satisfied." Satisfied while looking off unto Him, dissatisfied
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while looking off from Him. Sleeping, waking, walking, talking, yet
" all my heart is on Him stayed."
" Stayed upon Jehovah, hearts are fully blest,
Findinf:{, aB He pro11l,ised, perfect peace and rest."

Looking around upon perplexities, they increase. Fears abound on
every side. Iniquities prevail in every form. Satan seems let loose.
The little flock, for which Jesus died, and purchased with His own Blood,
stands seemingly alone in the midst of countless foes, yet the apple of
His eye, His beloved, and He will ever be mindful of His covenant. He
is over all God blessed for ever, The world talks of peace, plans peace,
longs for peace. What peace! What kind of peace? Just a quietude
from strife. But, dear little flock, " My peace I give unto you not as
the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid." In the power of the Holy Spirit, Who alone
can inspire" trust in the name of the Lord and stay upon thy God."
The God of peace, real peace, will remember His covenant. "He
makes your cause His own."

•
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covenant of grace all blessings secures;
Believers rejoice, for all things are yours:
And God from His purpose shan never remo<e.
But love thee, and bless thee, and rest in Hi, love."
NETrIE.

EVOLUTION AND THE PERSON OF CHRIST.
As all Divine truth centres in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, it
follows of necessity that all error, of every kind and degree, is aimed
against His Person. The recent outbreaks of error in high places
are being overruled to great advantage in the fact that they are stirring
up the hearts of God's loyal servants to increased energy in the
presentation of what they know to be His truth.
There is one aspect of what is known as " Evolution" that has not
been present in the mind of the writer until only a few days ago; and
I should be glad to obtain the Editor's permission to place it before his
readers.
A recent letter in a weekly Christian paper on the first chapter of
Genesis brought a postal reply from a man of science in which those
of us who implicitly believe the Divine record are called" silly obscurantists." This naturally led me the more earnestly to search the
• Word for further light.
The expression "after its kind" (lamed min) occurs ten times in
the first chapter of Genesis, applied to birds, trees, plants, herbs,
fishes, and cattle. It occurs again seven times in chapters vi. and vii.
of the creatures that entered the ark. It occurs nine times in Leviticus
xi. of birds and insects; and four times in Deuteronomy xiv., of birds.
Then once in Ezekiel xlvii. 10., of fishes.
How marvellously appropriate therefore is the language of Paul in
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I Corinthians xv. 39: "All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is
<:me kind of flesh of men, ai:lOthe'r (allos, diJJerent) flesh of beasts, another
of fishes, and another of birds." This verse alone shuts the theories
of men out of court.
But when the Divine Record writes of the creation of man, we have
another and totally different form of expression. "And God said,
Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness: and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and
over the cattle, and over 0.11 the earth, and over every creeping thing
that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in His Own image,
in the image of God created He him; male and female created He
them" (Gen. i. 26, 27). This for ever settles the question as to the
<Jrigin of man.
Thus created in the image of God, man lost that image by the Fall.
And the next page reveals the result (Gen. iv.): "And Cain was very
wroth, and his countena'/We fell. And the Lord said unto Cain, Why
art thou wroth! alid why is thy countenance fallen!" Then follows
Genesis v. 3: "Adam begat a son in his own likeness, after his image."
And it is here that I wish to place on record the thought that only
a few days ago came into my mind like a ray of heavenly light and
glory. The Lord Jesus Christ took our human nature into union with
His Divine Person. Did that spotless, sinless, holy (Luke i. 35)
Humanity ascend through any succession of animals! I will not
profance the paper or degrade my pen by naming any animal. Humble
and tender love to His glorious Self forbids any further expression
.along this line. The impious inference is blasphemy.
But humble loyalty shall seek to defend His truth. "Who, being
the brightness of His glory, and the express Image of His Person, and
upholding all things by the word of His power" (Heb. i. 3). His
dear Son , . . Who is the Image of the invisible God, the Firstborn
of every creature" (Col. i. 13-17).
.
This glorious Person took upon Him our nature. "God sending His
Own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh" (Rom. viii. 3). "Christ Jesus,
Who, being in the form 6f God . . . was made in the likeness of man;
and being found in fashion as a man" (Phi!. ii.).
How wondrous is the truth that there are those who are by grace
"predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He
might be the Firstborn among many brethren" (Rom. viii. 29). He
is the great Prototype. The clay indeed was marred; but it was
marred in the hand of the Potter, and could not fall out of His hand.
And He is now shaping it again as He wills to shape it, to His eternal
glory. Men by nature know not this: for "the god of this world
hath blinded the minds of them that believe not, lest the light of the
glorious Gospel of Christ, Who is the image of God, should shine unto
them." "But we all, beholding with open (unveiled) face as in a
glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from
glory to glory, ev:en as by the Spirit of the Lord."
And this applies and extends to the body of the believer. "Who
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shall change our vile body, that it might be fashioned like unto His
glorious body, according to the working whereby He is able even to
subdue all things unto Himself" (Phi!. iii. 21). How glorious the
prospect! "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not
yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear,
toe shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is. And every man
that hath this hope in HIM purifieth himself, even as He is pure"
(1 John iii. 1-3).
May His loved ones, and especially His servants, desire grace not
only to testify against error, but also to live down here as those who
will one day " be satisfied when they awake with His likeness! "
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I HAVE SEEN THY FACE.
Jacob looked up and saw that Esau's face spoke kindliness
and affection, all his fears vanished, and his heart bounded back from
its depths. "I have seen thy face as though I had seen the face of
God and thou wast pleased with me." How often he had seen it,
a dreadful opposite; even the last time, before they parted, it had
betrayed revenge and murder...That was when Jacob went and hired
himself to Laban, and Laban looked approvingly on him, and enriched
himself through his nephew's labours, until the day came when Jacob
perceived that his face was not toward him as before. He could not
hide his envy. So the day came when they parted, and Jacob set
out for his father's house. Poor tempest-tossed patriarch, by that
time he had become accustomed to the heart-sinkings and depre§sions that the looks of his friends caused him. God led him and fed
him, all his life long. To Him he would turn, to the unchangeable and
unchanging God, his Refuge, his Strength, his Comfort. No change
ever affected the Lord. Jacob was His servant, His redeemed,
His Israel, once and for ever in eternal relationship. And because
of the relationship, when God said to him, "Seek ye My face"
-his heart replied, "Thy face, Lord, will I seek." This is the word
that has come to every Jacob since. To see the face of God was
what. Moses wanted, what all the chosen wanderers in the wilderness want, what we want now who love Him, to see His face and
seeing to know that He is pleased with us. But year after year goes
by, and still our eyes are holden, still the clouds hang between. He
knows that our eyes could not 'endure the sight, the love and tenderness, the pleasure and complacency are t{)O Divine. Mr. Toplady,
on his dying bed, besought the Lord to stay His manifestations, or
rather the manifestation of Himself. It was too overwhelming in its
beauty. The Lord's face has never been otherwise than full of love.
It is the hiding of .it that gives trouble. It is our iniquities and our
sins, our darkness and distance, and enmity, that are between. The
WHEN
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evening shadows are over us. The morning has not come. There are
no frowns on His face, or wrath, or anger. His anger is turned away.
He is well pleased once and for ever, and with Him is no variableness,
nor shadow of turning. "He hideth Himself from the house of
Jacob," and they go mourning. Job knew not where to find Him.
Mary at the sepulchre knew not where the Lord was. She had no
fear of unkind looks, or of displeasure on His face. But she could not
find Him, and so her own face was covered with sorrow and tears,
not the first face nor the last that has been of mournful expression,
because of the absence of the Lord. And yet, indeed and truly they
are walking in the light of His countenance, although not yet in the
unveiling of His face. The darkness is past. They are children of
light. And from the light that no man can approach unto, the Lord
sees His children's countenance, sees their hearts, and with His longsuffering, orders and bears all their sorrrows. And at times He puts
gladness into their hearts, and a sense of His favour in measure as
they can bear it. The healing embraces of the Comforter and Christ
opens their understandings, and their eyes, so that they know that
He has been with them. Then Jacob fears not, although he halts,
for God is pleased with him. He is pleased with him now as He was
pleased before the world was, and not more pleased when Christ shall
bring him without spot and blameless to the Father. Jacob will see
His face, and God shall wipe away all' tears from all faces.
FOLLOWER-ON.

'!!ottel:lponlJenu.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-I am grateful to the many kind friends who have
helped us with bound volumes, but with the near approach of Christmas we shall welcome the further kind help of friends in this direction.
Surely there must be many volumes lying on shelves which can be
spared for our seamen. Will our friends look through their cases and
see what will be appreciated by the men to whom we owe so much! A
blessing will rest upon both giver and recipient. Who can tell what
purposes of mercy the Lord may have through the books! My fatherwas brought to a knowledge of the Lord through reading a book while
lying in the hospital. It is ours to spread the truth, therefore let us not
be weary in well doing. The great day alone will reveal what has been
done through the printed word. A letter from a Soldiers' Home says:
" Thank you very much for the parcel of literature received to-day.
We are glad to have such reading for our reading room, and to give
away."

Yours sincerely in Christ,
21, Firfield Street, Totlerdown,
Bristol., N ovem1Jer, 1927.

R. E. BRIDER.
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"A HAPPY CHRISTMAS."
Jlfy young readers will soon be using to one another with gladness the
words of the title of our little talk. What do you mean by them, and
why should you specially show kindness and love to others at Christmastime 1 You mean that you hope those to whom you speak will have
real joy and happiness in their hearts, and you would say that the
reason why at that special time of the year we show kindness and love
to one another is because we recall the fact of the wondrous birth of the
Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour.
My small children in the Sunday School know weeks before the time
of some little gift that mother hopes to get for them, and the joy shown.
in their faces does one good to see. It is not, however, ouly you'YIfJ folks
who love Christmas. This afternoon I was visiting a poor afHicted
woman, who told me that she thinks Christmas a " beautiful" time.
If you saw the house and those who liye in it, you would scarcely think
that much brightness would be seen there. And yet there is a gramophone in the house, and the woman told me that the previous evening
her daughter had set going her favourite piece. I was quite astonished
to find that it is
H

Christians, awake, salute the happy morn,
Whereon the Saviour of the world was born."

Lct us think of the lovely Christmas story recorded for us in the
second chapter of St. Luke. Some shepherds of Bethlehem were
engaged in their ordinary work, watching over their flock by night,
when suddenly they were startled by finding themselves in the midst
of wonderful light shining on them, and all around them, which-of
course made them feel very frightened, especially as the angel of the
Lord was there amid the glorious light. He, however, was sent to
them with a wondrous message. His first words to the shepherds were
" Fear not." Then He told them that He had brought them" good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people." Not only to the Jews
was the glorious message sent, but to "People and realms of every
tongue." And it is no wonder that those who receive the message into
their hearts " Dwell on His love with sweetest song." Then the angel
told the shepherds that there was born in the city of David " a Saviour,
which is Ohrist, the L01·d." In order to assure them of the truth of the
message he gave them a sign, which was that they would" find the
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger." You know
what happened next. "Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God, and saying, " Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men."
AJ!, soon" as the angels were gone away from them into heaven the
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem,
and see this thing which is come to pass." There was not the slightest
doubt in their minds as to the truth of what thcy had heard. So they
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went quickly to Bethlehem, and found Mary and Joseph, and saw with
their own eyes the wonderful child lying in a manger. Of course, they
{)ould not keep the good news to themselves, but made it known abroad,
and we are not surprised to read that" the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God, for all the things that they had heard and seen,
as it was told unto them."
E. A. H.
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lhotfstant JaeaCOll,
IDOLATRY.
WE have often been pained by the teaching of Dr. Barnes, the Bishop
of Birmingham, on the subject of evolution, but we must say that
much of his testimony against the doctrine of the real presence as
taught by Anglo-Catholics has our approval. It is amazing to us
that so much indignation has been aroused against him, because of
his sermon on the sacrament of the Lord's supper. His suggestion,
that there are'" men and woman whose sacramental beliefs are not
far from those of the cultured Hindu idolater" is not by any means
novel. A similar suggestion has often been made by Prot.estant controversialists. We have recently been reading a lecture on "No
peace w,itk Rome," by the late Rev. M. Hobart Seymour, M.A., of
Bath. The lecture was delivered in London, on March 19th, 1867.
In it he says, "It is no excuse for all this idolatry that they (the
Romanists), conscienciously think it their God, and that they do not
intend to commit idolatry. God forbid that we should judge the
intentions or consciences of our fellow-men. We leave the intentions and consciences of men to the wondrous and loving compassion
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of our God, and we pray ... that God may forgive their sad mistake
and pardon their great error; but we know the bread is still bread,
and we know the wine is still wine-that they are mere creatures.
When the heathen worsillp the sun, it is because he believes the great
God resides in the sun. When the heathen worships an image it is
because he believes the great God is in the image. In both cases he
is in error, and all agree that the man is an idolater. And when the
members of the Church cf Rome adore the bread, and excuse themselves by saying, they believe that their God is in the bread, they are
precisely in the same category as the heathen. One worsillps his
God in the sun, another worsillps his God in the image, the third
worsillps ills God in the bread. In one and all it is alike idolatry"
(pp. 13, 14).
For extended remarks on tills important subject, we would recommend our readers to read the late Bishop Ryle's chapter on Idolatry
as given in Knots Untied.
The foundation of the opposition to the new Prayer Book is the
conviction that the new consecration prayer and the permission to
reserve the sacrament will foster and encourage the great sin of
idolatry. Idolatry is the worsillp of false gods. The late Bishop
Ryle wrote, " Idolatry is a worship in which the honour due to God
in Trinity, and to Him only, is given to some of His creatures or to
some invention of His creatures." The Apostle Paul teaches us that
idolatry is one of the works of the flesh. It follows therefore, that
fallen men are peculiarly liable to this great sin. The whole history
of mankind since the fall illustrates tills fact. Men became vain in
their imaginations. "Professing themselves to be wise, they became
fools, and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image
made like to corruptible man." They" changed the truth of Gnd
into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature rather than the
Creator." Tills great sin marked the history even of God's chosen
people. Though frequently warned against it by Moses, they continually brought upon themselves Divine judgment because of the
commission of tills great sin. Even at the foot of Mount Sinai they
were guilty of tills sin. Yet, they professed to worsillp J ehovah by
means of the golden calf. In connection with its worsillp Aaron
said, "To-morrow is a feast to the Lord." Yet they were guilty of
idolatry in connecting the worsillp of Jehovah with an idol. The
late Bishop Ryle says, "It is not necessary for a man formally to
deny God and Christ, in order to be an idolater. Far from it. Professed reverence for the God of the Bible, and actual idolatry, are
perfectly compatible. They have often gone side by side, and they
still do so. The children of Israel never thought of renouncing God
when they persuaded Aaron to make the golden calf . . . Jeroboam,
again, never pretended to ask the ten tribes to cast of! their allegiance
to the God of David and Solomon. . . . In both instances, we should
observe, the idol was not set up as a rival to God, but under the
pretence of being a help-a stepping-stone to His service. But, in
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both instances, a great sin was committed. The honour due to <rl>d
was given to a visible representation of Him. The majesty of Jehovah.
was offended. The second commandment was broken. There was,
in the eyes of God, a flagrant act of idolatry" (Knots Untied, pp. 484
and 485). In like manner we believe that the adoration directed
to a supposed real presence of Christ in the bread and wine is idolatry.
The English Church Union in their Declaration of Faith, which
appeared in the Ohurch Times on !'tlay 26th, 1922 say, "We affirm
that, by consecration in the Eucharist, the bread and the wine, being
blessed by the life-giving power of the Holy Spirit, are changed and
become the true Body and the true Blood of Christ, and as such are
given to and received by the faithful. We hold, therefore, that Christ
thus present is to be adored." Thus Anglo-Catholics teach that the
bread and wine are changed and become the true Body and Blood
of Christ. Then they proceed to teach that these elements thus
changed are to be adored. This Declaration was signed by Bishop'
Gore. Yet, the Archbishop in his reply to Bishop Barnes, complains
that he ignores or belittles" the position and teaching of those within
our Church who stand in the tradition of such English Bishops as
Andrews or Ken or Wilson, or in our own day, Edward King or Charle&
Gore." That is precisely what Protestant and Evangelical Church-·
men have been doing ever since the Oxford movement began. We
do, indeed, belittle the teaching of such English Bishops as Charles.
Gore, as set forth in the above mentioned Declaration. We say that.
it is contrary alike to Scripture and to the present Prayer Book. The
declaration of our Reformers is, "No adoration is intended or ought.
to be done, either unto the Sacramental Bread or Wine there bodily
received, or unto any Corporal presence of Christ's natural flesh and
blood. For the Sacramental Bread and Wine remain still in their
very natural substances, and therefore may not be adored (for that
were Idolatry, to be abhorred of all faithful Christians)."
The Reformers knew from history and experience that the sin of
idolatry was closely associated with the Lord's supper. Hence they
declared in their 28th article, that "The sacrament of the Lord's.
supper was not by Christ's ordinance reserved, carried about, lifted
up or worshipped." Both the reservation and the worship of the
sacrament of the Lord's supper are here forbidden, as not being ordered.
by Christ. Yet, the new Prayer Book provides for reservation, and.
its new consecration prayer is so framed that a change of the bread.
and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ may'" be taught. At
the time of writing we do not know what Parliament may do with the·
new Book, but with Bishop Knox we believe that, "To accept the
Deposited Book is to reinstate the Mass and the idolatrous worship'
of the consecrated elements. To any such consent, the Nation should
return an unmistakeable No!" (Will the Deposited Book restore'
order in the Ohurch? p. 23).
If it is not too late we would urge our readers to be much in prayer
that, if it be God's will, Parliament may reject the Deposited Book.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
FOR many years the enlargement and improvement of the Home at
Brighton has been contemplated. The work has now been completed
.and the re-opening took place on Oct. 19th. A preliminary meeting,
under the presidency of :Mr. J. C. Dennis, was held in the Presbyterian
'Church, in Park Hill, when a statement as to alterations and enlargement was made by :Mr. Anscomb, and addresses were given by Sir
George Hume and Dr. Fraser Hume. The Home was afterwards
Jormally opened by Sir George Hume.
By the kindness of the Mayor of Winchester a well-attended meeting
was held in the Abbey House, on Oct. 24th. Col. Marriott Smith
presided, and details of the work of the Society were given by the
Treasurer and Secretary.
On Oct. 26th a good company of friends gathered in Grove Road
-Chapel, Eastbourne, at the Annual meeting of the Auxiliary in that
-town. The warm interest of Mr. Henry Ropham, who presided, was
much appreciated, and addresses were given by Mr. R. Wakeley,
:Mr. FunneIl, and the Secretary.
The Autumn Sale and meeting, at the Hornsey Rise Home, were
held on Nov. 4th, the evening Sermon being preaehed by the Rev.
·G. C. Rubie from John x. 14.
There will be a Sale of Work at Croydon on Dec. 1st, and at
Hamilton Rooms, Cole Court Hotel, Twickenham, on the 6th.
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DAVID SIMPSON AND THE EVANGELICAL REVIVAL. By Rev. Alfred
Leedes Hunt, M.A. Pp. 280. 7s. 6d. net. (Chas. J. Thynne' &
Jarvis, Ltd., Whitefriars Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.)
David Simpson was born in Yorkshire in 1744 and died in 1799.
He lived therefore during the Evangelical Revival. He was educated
.at St. John's College, Cambridge. He got one of his curacies through
John Newton, who met him in 1772. His ministry was made a means
of much blessing to many.
On two occasions his licence was withdrawn because he identified
himself with the Methodist movement. In the early days of his
ministry he was Calvinistic. Later, however, he embraced the opposite
views. A most interesting and quaint letter written to :Mr. Simpson
by John Berridge is printed on p. 223.
This volume indicates very much labour and research on the part
of the author. It is not confined to the life of David Simpson, but
gives a great amount of information concerning the eondi"tion of things
in the eighteenth century, religious and otherwise. The state of thin/(s
in Cambridge during that century is specially prominent. Simpson'B
great work was done in MaccIesfield, where he had a roll of 600
·communicants.
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A COMBINED ANALYSIS OF THE FOUR GOSPELS. By A. G. Secrett..
With a Foreword by Rev. E. L. Langston, M.A. Pp. 229. Price
8s. net. (Chas. J. Thynne & Jarvis Ltd., Whitefriars Street,
Fleet Street, London, KC.4.)
~ .
The anthor of this work says, " This book is not a harmony of the
Gospels. No liberties are taken with the text. No clanse, .sentence
or passage is transposed. Every word of each Gospel is set down in
the exact seqnence in which it is placed by the evangelist."
This, in brief, is a description of the volnme before us. Analytical
headings, however, are placed over each section of the narratives of
the evangelists, and the author hopes that these, together with 'some
explanatory notes and appendices, may be of service especially to
students, teachers and Bible-class leaders.
The work indicates a very large amount of labour and study, and
is the production of one who believes fully in the plenary inspiration
of Scripture.
.
The author acknowledges his indebtedness to The Companion Bible'
by the late Dr. Bullinger, for many suggestions contained in it.
Readers of this book will find that the author has in many particulars
departed from the generally accepted view as to many of the events
recorded in the Gospels.
He suggests that the wise men's visit took place at Nazareth, not·
at Bethlehem.
He thinks that four blind men received their sight in the neighbourhood of Jericho. He believes there were two triumphal entries of
Christ into Jerusalem and two c1eansings of the temple in the last
week of our Lord's life on earth.
He believes that there were two anointings of Christ at Bethany,
instead of one as has been generally thought.
He makes Peter to have denied the Lord six times instead of only
three.
He thinks there were two visits by Peter to the sepulchre on the
morning of the resurrection. He holds that Christ was tempted by
the devil three times, as recorded by Luke, and three other times as
recorded by Matthew.
He thinks that l\'[atthew's account of the stilling of the tempest,
the Gadarene demoniacs, the healing 'if a woman with an issue of
blood, and the raising of a ruler's daughter to life, is distinct from
similar miracles recorded by Mark and Luke. We gather that the
author thus diverges from the generally received view on these matters
in order to fully harmonize the records of the evangelists. It would
be impossible for us to enter into a discussion on these points. It will
be a matter for each reader to decide for himself as to the correctness
or otherwise of these interpretations.
For ourselves we are not as much concerned as many about seeming
discrepancies in the Gospel narratives. We believe that if we knew
all the unrecorded facts, narratives which seem to us slightly contradictory would be found to be in perfect harmony with each other.
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FREE GRACE SERMONS. By the late Rev. J. R. ANDERSON. Pp. 160.
Price 2/-, post free. (Mr. H. B. Pitt, 4, CIarendon Road, Trowbridge, Wiltshire.)
- We have been furnished with a brief account of the life and ministry
'Of the author of these valuable " Free Grace Sermons." From it we
learn that he was born in Paisley in 1803, and that he was called Home
in 1859. At the age of 16 he was brought to experience a sweet sense
'Of forgiveness through Christ's blood.
Subsequently, having passed through Glasgow University, he became,
in 1834, pastor of Kirkfield Chapel of Ease, Gorbals, Glasgow. Great
blessing attended his ministry. .
When the disruption took place in 1843 he left the Established
Church of Scotland, and in Free John Knox's Church he continued to
preach to his former congregation.
In 1852 he and his congregation built John Knox's Tabernacle, and
here till 1859, when he passed away, he continued to preach the Gospel
of God's grace.
In the Gospel Standard of May, 1852, Mr. J. C. Philpot wrote in
words of high appreciation of the faithful testimony of Mr. Anderson.
The sermons here printed are fifteen in number. A few of them are
probably only brief notes.
They are all true to the doctrines of grace, and are very searching
in their character.
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We have received ANGLO-CATHOLIC BOLSHEVISM. By MICHAEL J. F.
M'CARTHY. Price 3d. (Protestant Truth Society, 3 and 4, St.
Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.4.)
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND ALMANAC. Compiled by Captain J. W. D.
Barron, J.P. Price 2d., postage extra. Bound in cloth 9d. net.
(Church Association, 13 & 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, W.C.2.)
This is the fortieth year of issue of this excellent and useful almanac.
It is illustrated with a portrait of the Duchess of York and a picture
of the parish Church of Pangbourne, Berks. There is a foreword on
" Grace and Peace" by the Rev. J. B. BarracIough. There is much
useful information about the National Assembly, and about the various
Ritualistic Societies. It contains lists of the archbishops and bishops
of the Churches of England and Ireland, and the names of the Diocesan
Chancellors, besides a list of the Colonial and Missionary Bishops, and
a list of His Majesty's Chief Officers of State.
Every clergyman and every Evangelical Churchman should be
possessed of a copy of this almanac for 1928.
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