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THOUGHTS ON THE BIRTH OF JESUS.
" Unto us a child is born."-IsAIAH ix. 6.

WE have here a remarkable prophecy of the birth of our LORD
JESUS CHRIST. When the angel Gabriel announced to the Virgin
Mary that she should bring forth a SON, He probably had the
prophecy of Isaiah, in regard to that great event, in mind. Isaiah
predicted that the CHILD would sit "upon the throne of David,"
and that He would order and establish His kingdom " from henceforth even for ever." The angel Gabriel said, "The LORD GOD
shall give unto Him the throne of His father David: and He shall
reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom there
shall be no end" (compare Isaiah ix. 6, 7 with Luke i. 32, 33). In
like manner when an angel of the- LORD said to the shepherds,
"Unto you is born this day in the city of David a SAVIOUR, Which
is CHRIST the LORD," he was announcing the fulfilment of Isaiah's
prophecy which says, "Unto us a CHILD is born."
The birth of JESUS is a subject upon which much could be said.
Only a few thoughts on this great subject can, however, now be
attempted.
1. First, we learn that the birth of JESUS was an event divinely
planned and arranged.
The time of His birth was arranged. It was GOD'S Own time.
It was" when the fulness of the time was come" that" GOD sent
forth His SON, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem
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them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption
of sons" (Gal. iv. 4, 5).
The place of His birth was arranged beforehand. It was to be at
Bethlehem the city of David (Micah v. 2). Out of that city He was
to come forth "'ho was to be "Ruler in Israel; Who e goings
forth have been from of old, from everlasting."
The mother who 'Nas to bring forth a SON, and call His name
JESUS, was Divinely chosen. "The angel Gabriel was sent from
GOD . . . to a virgin . . . and the virgin's name was Mary." She
was selected, while still remaining a virgin, to bring forth a SON.
To this end the HOLY GHOST was to come upon her, and the power
of the Highest was to overshadow her. Without the intervention
of a human father the Virgin Mary " wa~ found "ith child of the
HOLY GHOST." "That 'Which was conceived in her wa of the
HOLY GHOST" (see Luke i. 34, 35; Matt. i. 18-20). This is the
doctrine of the virgin birth which is now being openly denied by
prominent ecclesiastics.
The birth of JESUS was thus supernatural. In fact, CHRIST,
being the eternal SON of GOD, arranged the time, place, and circumstances of His Own birth. His birth was the outcome of the
eternal plan of the TRIUNE GOD as revealed in the eyerlas ing
Covenant of Grace.
2. Secondly, the birth of JESUS was the manifestation of a Divine
Person.
He Who was born as man was the eternal SON of the eternal GOD.
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with GOD, and
the Word was GOD. . . . All t~ings were made by Him."
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among men, and they
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the FATHER,
full of grace and truth (see John i. 1-3, 14). He was, therefore,
"the mighty GOD, the everlasting FATHER, the PRINCE of Peace."
He was '.' GOD manifest in the flesh." Never before had such a
child been born, and never since. GOD, in the Person of His SON,
came down to deliver His people from the bondage of sin lwd
Satan, and to bring them up to heavenly glory. Unto us then a
Divine SAVIOUR is born, and one of His appropriate names is
" EMMANUEL, '"\Thich being interpreted is Gor: with us" (Matt. i. 23).
The Incarnation of CHRIST was a marvellous manifestation of
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the condescension of the second PERSON of the TRINITY. Hence
the apostle says, "Ye know the grace of our LORD JESUS CHRIST,
that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that
ye through His poverty might be rich" (2 Cor. viii. 9).
3. Thirdly, we learn that CHRIST'S birth was a marvellous manifestation of Divine love and grace.
Why was He born? It was because GOD looked down in compassion and mercy upon His people. "Herein is love, not that
we loved GOD, but that He loved us, and sent His SON to be the
propitiation for our sins" (1 John iv. 10). The prophet says,
"Unto us a SON is given," and the Incarnate SON Himself says,
"GOD so loved the world that He gave His only begotten SON."
That SON, born in Bethlehem in the fulness of time, was GOD'S
" unspeakable gift" to His people. Along with Him the apostle
says, GOD will "freely give us all things." The gracious and
unmerited gift of His dear SON carries with it the gift of His SPIRIT,
the gift of eternal life and all spiritual and temporal mercies. It
is the grace of GOD that bringeth salvation. Let us never forget
that CHRIST was born that He might die, the Just One for the
unjust. He came to give His life a ransom for many. He" loved
the Church, and gave Himself for it."
" The SON of GOD, in mighty love,
Came down to Bethlehem for me,
Forsook His throne of light above,
An infant upon earth to be.
" The ever blessed SON of GOD
Went up to Calvary for me,
There paid my debt; there bore my load
In His Own body on the tree."
(Dr. H. Bonar.)
4. Fourthly, we learn that CHRIST'S birth was for the eternal benefit
of His people.
"Unto us a CHILD is born." Who are meant by the "us" ?
First, His people amongst the Israelites are meant. The prophet
was an Israelite, and he says, "Unto us (the chosen nation) a CHILD
is born." The angel said to the Jewish shepherds, "Unto you is
born . . . a SAVIOUR." Zacharias said, "Blessed be the LORD
GOD of Israel; for He hath visited and redeemed His people, and
hath raised up an horn of salvation jor us in the house of His servant
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David" (Luke i. 68, 69). But the LORD by the prophet said also
concerning CHRIST, " I will also give Thee for a light to the Gentiles,
that Thou mayest be My salvation unto the ends of the earth"
(Isaiah xlix. 6).
Thus this CHILD was born for the eternal benefit of Gentiles as
well as Jews. He is "a Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the
glory of His pepple Israel" (Luke ii. 32). Hence He bade His
disciples to preach repentance and remission of sins among all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. The CHILD Who was born at
Bethlehem is He Who shed His blood for many to secure the remission of their sins. The news of His birth, and of His subsequent
atoning death, is indeed "good tidings of great joy" to all who,
realizing their sins, behold Him by faith and trust in His blood and
righteousness.
" Plunged in a gulf of dark despair
We wretched sinners lay,
Without one cheerful beam of hope,
Or spark of glimmering day.
" With pitying eyes, the PRINCE of grace
Beheld our helpless grief;
He saw, and-O amazing love!
He came to our relief.
" Down from the shining seats above,
With joyful haste He fled,
Entered the grave in mortal flesh,
And dwelt among the dead.

*

*

*

*

" Oh! for this love let rocks and hills
Their lasting' silence break,
And all harmonious human tongues
The SAVIOUR'S praises speak."
(Dr. Watts.)
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, [{ing's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton.)

" OH! the unspeakable felicity of being brought into a saving
acquaintance with J ehovah, in His Trinity of Persons; in knowing,
feeling, and enjoying God the Father in His everlasting love; God the
Son in His redeeming grace, and God the Holy Ghost in His communion and fellowship."-Robert Hawker, D.D.
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THE CHURCH AND HER BELOVED.

JIy Beloved'is mine, and I am His."-THE SONG dF SOLOMOK ii. 16.
THE Song of Solomon is a love song. it appears designed to set
forth the close and intimate union which exists between Christ and
His Church. He is the Bridegroom and she is the Bride. He
speaks freely to her and she of Him. She is the speaker in the
words at the head of these Wayside Notes. She says, "My Beloved
is mine, and I am His." It has been pointed out that there is one
n e in the Gospel of John which summarizes the teaching of
Ecclesiastes and the Song of Solomon.
The great thought in the former of these books is the vanity of
all earthly things. The wards "\Vhosoever drinketh of this
water shall thirst again" thus sums up the teaching of Ecclesiastes.
The great thought in the Song of Solomon is the satisfaction that
there is in Christ. This is set forth in the oth~r part of the verse,
., Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never
thirst" (John iv. 13, 14). "Ecclesiastes from beginning to end,
tells of the vanity of the creature-Canticles of the sufficiency of
the Beloved" (Song of Solomon, by Adelaide Newton, Intmd'ilction).
The words we are considering set forth the close and intimate
relationship which exists between Christ and the Church. She
says," 1:y Beloved is mine," He belongs to me. She also says, " I
2.m His," I belong to Him.

<'

1. In the fi·rst place we have here the language of love.
The Church speaks of her Lord as- her beloved One. He is the
One Whom she loves, and in 'Whom she delights. He is very dear
to her heart. He is "th~ chiefest among ten thousand," "altogether lovely" (Song of Sol. v. 10, 16). He is incomparably
precious to her. She sees nothing but beauty in Him. The title
" Beloved" is very frequently on the Church's lips. She uses it
six times in this chapter. Language is employed which indicates
that there is the closest possible union and fellowship betwixt
Christ and His Church. What the bridegroom is to the bride, that
Christ is to the Church. She loves Him intensely. She realizes
something of the eternal duration and the intensity of His love to
ner, and she loves Him because He first loved her.
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Sad to say, the individual members of Christ's Church are not
always as they should be. They may leave their first love. They
may get cold in their love to Him Who so loved them that He gave
Himself for them. Yet He does not abandon them. He seeks
their love. "Lovest thou Me 1 " is a question which He put to
Peter, after he had basely denied his Lord. Through infinite grace
Peter was able to say, "Yea, Lord, Thou knowest that I love
Thee." He dare not now say, "I love Thee more than the other
apostles," but in spite of his sin he could truly say that He loved the
Lord. It is only when we are in a healthy state of soul that our
hearts are ravished with love to our Beloved. Often, however, we
have to say,
" Lord, it is my chief complaint,
That my love is weak and faint:
Yet I love Thee and adoreOh! for grace to love Thee more! "
2. Secondly, we have he1'e the lang'u,age of ctppropriation.
The bride says, " My Beloved." The believer could not always

say that. He could not always look up into the Bridegroom's
face, and say, "Thou art my Beloved." A great deal takes place
ere a sinner can consciously appropriate Christ as his belo\ed One.
The Bridegroom loved the Church long before she loved Him.
From eternity He loved her, and chose her to be His bride. He
came down from heaven to redeem her. He also sought her out,
revealed to her her lost and ruined state, and shed abroad in her
heart a sense of His great love for her. At last she saw and realized
the depth and intensity of His love and grace towards her, and she
was constrained to fall at His feet in deepest gratitude and adoringly to call Him her Beloved.
Jeremiah appropriated Him when he said, "The Lord is my
portion" (Lam. iii. 24).
David appropriated Him when he said, "The Lord is my
Shepherd." Mary appropriated Him when she said, "My spirit
hath rejoiced in God my Saviour" (Luke i. 47). Thomas, too,
appropriated Him when he said, " My Lord and my God."
·What a mercy if we can appropriate Him, and say, " My Beloved." Such appropriation can only result from a deep realization
of His love to us. Then we can say, "Unto Him That loved us,
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and washed us from our sins in His Own blood
dominion for ever and ever."
" On such love, my soul, still ponder,
Love so great, so rich, so free;
Say, whilst lost in holy wonder,
Why, 0 Lord, such love to me?
Hallelujah!
Grace shall reign eternally."
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3. Th1:rdly, we have here the language of mutual possession.
First, the bride says, "My Beloved is mine," He belongs to me.
Re is my very own. He is mine by gift. The Father gave Him
to me that He might be my own possession. I have reason to say,
" Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift."
Moreover, "He loved me and gave Himfelf for me."
The bride can also say, He is mine by union. He has united
me to Himself, and Himself to me. The Church is His body, and
He is her Head. As the head is united to the body and belongs
to the body, so Christ is united to the Church and belongs to the
Church. "We are members of His body, of His flesh and of His
bones" (Ephes. v. 30). As Eve was a part of Adam, bone of his
bone, and flesh of his flesh, so the Church is a part of Christ. As
the husband belongs to his wife, so Christ belongs to His Church.
Secondly, the bride says, " I am His." I belong to Him.
I am His by gift. All the members of Christ's Church were
given to Him by the Father. He says, "My Father . . . gave
them Me." He gives eternal life to as many as the Father has
given Him (John x. 29; xvii. 2).
The Church is also His by pttrcha..se. He purchased her with His
Own blood. She is bought with a price, redeemed with the precious
blood of her Lord. She is, therefore, not her own. She is His,
and she glories in the thought. "I am my Beloved's, and His
desire is toward me " (Song of Solomon vi.i. 10).
Can we say, dear readers, "My Beloved is mine and I am His" ~
We are not worthy to be owned by Him, yet if we have been given
to Him and purchased by Him He loves us and delights in us. "As
the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice
over thee" (Isaiah lxii. 5).
4. Lastly, we have here the language of present assu·rance.
It is not" My.Beloved shall be mine," but" My Beloved is mine."

J514

The Gospel Magazine

It is not" I shall be His," but" I am His." Christ is now the
present possession and portion of His people. His Covenant
promise was, "I will be their God," and when through His grace
He brings them into living union with Himself, then they can
rejoice in Him as their present possession. He is their God now.
He is their Lord, their Shepherd, their Husband, their Friend, their
Prophet, Priest and King now. He is their everlasting Portion.
Moreover, they are His. He calls them, "My sheep," "My
people." It follows that if He is the present and abiding Portion
of His people, then all His attributes of power, wisdom, mercy, and
faithfulness will be exercised on their behalf. Moreover, if they
.are now His people, He will delight in them; for" the Lord taketh
pleasure in His people" (Psalm cxlix. 4).
Thus, both now and always Christ is ours and we are His and
nothing shall separate us from His love.
" From Him, Who loves me now so well,
What power my soul can sever ~
Shall life, or death, or earth, or hell ~
No: I am His for ever."
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

THE BRIDE OF CHRIST.
Church is regarded as the. bride of Christ. This is designed to
teach: (1) That it is an object of a peculiar and exclusive love. As
the love which a bridegroom has for his bride is such as he has for no
{me else, so the love which Christ has for His Church is such as He has
for no other order of creatures in the universe, however exalted.
(2) As the bride belongs exclusively to her husband, so the Church
belongs exclusively to Christ. It sustains a relation to Him which
it sustains to no other being, and in which no other being participates.
(3) This relation is not only peculiar and exclusive, but the union
between Christ and His Church is more intimate than any which subsists
between Him and any other order of creatures. We are flesh of His
flesh, and bone of His bone. (4) The Church is the especial object
of delight to Christ. It is said of Zion, " As the bridegroom rejoices
over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee." He is to present
it to Himself as His own peculiar joy.-Dr. C. Bodge.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" And the manna ceased on the morrow after they had eaten of the old
corn of the land; neither had the children of Israel manna any more;
but they did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year."JOSHUA v. 12.
GOD does not work miracles for nothing, and when they have fulfilled
His purpose, they are made to cease. The manna which sustained
the children of Israel those forty years in the wilderness, was one of
Jehovah's mighty miracles. "Behold, I will rain bread from heaven
for you; and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every
day, that I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or
no." All was Divinely ordered and Divinely bestowed in mercy, in
spite of the sinful murmurings and open rebellion of Israel in complaining that they had rather have" died in Egypt." The Lord heard
them and in mercy did not cut them off and destroy them as they
richly deserved. He, remembering His Covenant, proposes a merciful
arrangement, whereby they shall be fed and sustained by the bread
of heaven, that miraculous, mysterious portion which the children of
Israel called" manna, for they wist not what it was," and of which
" Moses said unto them, This is the bread which the Lord hath given
you to eat," and as we read, "they gathered every man according
to his eating," and when all did mete it out, they each had their
appointed "omer," so that "he that gathered much had nothing
over, and he that gathered little had no lack." One loves to linger
over this precious subject and suck the honey of its spiritual teaching.
But suffice it here to remark that, assuredly as that great congregation of Israel were so miraculously sustained by that unnamed foodangels' food, bread or corn from heaven, so all the spiritual family of
Zion are fed and sustained throughout all their pilgrimage, and when,
as then, the dew vanishes, and we perceive not the gracious influences
of the Holy Spirit, the substance nevertheless remains, and the Word
is life and pea.ce. The long march of the Israelites was coming to an
end-and there is an end in all Divine appointings, blessed be our
God! Their forty years' "reproach of Egypt" was to be for ever
rolled away as their God had spoken, and suitably with their condition of heart they arrive and encamp at Gilgal, which signifies
liberty. They have passed over the river and are now by it, separated
from all their wilderness trials, and are gathered to celebrate "the
passover on the fourteenth day of the month at even." Notice, dear
reader, how this feast exactly corresponded with the first ordinance
of it as found in Exod. xii. 6. All is perfect order with our God, and
as one of the honoured speakers at the Clifton Conference long ago
remarked, " Our God's clock keeps perfect time. He is never a moment
before, nor a moment after His appointed time." The passover feast
was kept and the wave-sheaf was offered up, according to the word
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of the Lord. "Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them,
When ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap
the harvest thereof; then ye shall bring a sheaf of the first-fruits
of your harvest unto the priest; and he shall wave it before the Lord.
On the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall wave it," and thereby
rest and joy and liberty were demonstrated. Oh! how blessed are
all these types and lessons of Old Testament Scripture. We cannot
let go a word of it. All is in harmony with the Divine mind, perfect
in its place, and suitable for our instruction and edification. Most
blessedly, therefore, do we see with the eye of faith in this sheaf of
the first-fruits, Christ and the fulness of blessing there is in Him for
His people. He, Who was the" corn of wheat" which fell into the
ground and died to live again, ever lives with fulness of blessing in
that full sheaf, a full Christ for every empty coming sinner, and a
full Christ in that day of heaven's harvest home, when the last elect
vessel of mercy is gathered in and to all, Christ Jesus, their Lord
and Redeemer, is " All the glory of Immanuel's land."
The bread rained from heaven was simultaneously to cease when
they arrived at a land of corn and in which they with their own labour
could make bread, "unleavened cakes, and parched corn in the selfsame day." Jehovah is here substituting for a miracle an ordinance,
and a very gracious one, too! He will have us wait upon His ordained
institutions and get the profit out of them, which He has put in them.
Thus the preaching of the Gospel is the ordained means of blessing
and profit and His people are commanded to " forsake not the assembling of themselves together," and to " labour to enter into ha rest,"
and to work out their own salvation with fear and trembling, knowing
it is God that worketh in them to will and to do of His good pleasure.
It has been truly said, God has no still-born children in His family.
They cry, they live, they move, they work, they labour, they agonize,
they strive, they wrestle, they walk, and they run and press forward,
all in the appointed pathway to Zion, and in the sense of our text
they" labour for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which
the Son of Man shall give them, for Him hath God the Father sealed."
And has not Christ been your living and sustaining Portion here
below, dear fellow-believer 1 and Christ will be all your satisfying
Portion in heaven above. The Word has been precious to you in your
pilgrim life. Oft-times you have endorsed the prophet's words and
said, "Thy words were found and I did eat them, and Thy Word
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart, for I am called by
Thy name, 0 Lord God of hosts."
And the Gospel ordinances have been sweet privileges and hallowed
seasons. Oft-times a little heaven below to your transported soul,
and you have wished to "remain in such a frame as this," as the
extolling of a precious Christ in the pulpit by the Lord's faithful
ambassador has found an echo in your soul and " made you like the
chariots of Aminadib." Yet, even these, so rich in blessing in His
appointed way, will one day cease. The precious Word will no
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longer be needed, and all His saints will see and worship the incarnate
God in open vision. These 'He, " until He come," with the fulfilment
of His own re-assuring words, " And 10, I am with you alway, even
unto the end." And then, "we all, with open face beholding as in
a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord."
That which was the Bread of Life to God's people below, and by
which, through the Holy Spirit's ministrations they were fed and
sustained day by day and made to grow thereby, will be seen yonder
in all blessed fulness and throughout eternity they will never cease
from tracing the great mystery of redeeming love; the efficacy of His
redemptive work; the fruits of that life on earth, blameless, holy,
harmless, undefiled, all displayed to the wondering, redeemed and
ravished host in that tree of life which is in the midst of the paradise
Df God! Seen, admired and adored in perfect knowledge and no
longer cramped by our dull minds as now, now fitfully apprehended
as faith and love so sadly ebb and flow. But we shall pluck the
fruit of that Tree then and rejoice in its glories as we go " from glory
unto glory," discovering more and more of the beauties and celestial
joys of our King Immanuel.
Beloved! if the children of Israel found all that was promised
them and proved that God was true to His ,Yord, shall we fear that
we shall come short of our heavenly portion ~ Oh! be it far from us
to doubt and question and listen to unbelief! For as surely as Israel
of bId lived to prove that they could eat of the fruit of the land of
Canaan, so will every grace-taught, grace-constrained and gracesupplied, grace-preserved sinner find, "they shall hunger no more"
there; they shall eat of the fruit of the heavenly Canaan in perfect
satisfaction.
.. Hunger, thirst, disease unknown, on immortal fruits they feed;
And the Lamb amidst the Throne, shall to living waters lead,"
The Bread of life incarnate in time and" the Tree of Life which bare
twelve manner of fruits" in eternity. You see the depth of teaching
in this comparison. Bread, mentioned so many times as testifying
of the life-giving support of the righteous on earth; but not once
in the Revelation except under the mysterious simile of "hidden
manna." There we find fruit spoken of, and one's thoughts go out
to that lovely scene in that upper room, with Jesus in the midst of
His favoured disciples, instituting that sacred feast, which they were
to keep in remembrance of His dying love" until He come again."
Hear His own blessed, gracious and all-sustaining words as "He
took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide
it among yourselves; I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of
the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come" (Luke xxii. 17, 18).
Mark gives it, "Until I drink it new in the kingdom of God." The
Bread of life to sustain His chosen all their earthly journey, and then
the blessed fruits of His incarnation, His life, His death and His resurrection, to satiate them in glory! Is not this enough to gladden our
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hearts and urge our footsteps onward ~ Will He not be true to His
Word ~ "My God shall supply all your need according to His riches
in glory by Christ Jesus." As I write, the thought occurs to me,
how suitably placed is the word of our text. We find it in the book
of Joshua, the key word of whose book is said to be possession and
the name of whom is the same as our glorious Leader. It was Joshua
who commanded the officers of the people, saying, "Pass through
the host, and command the people, saying, Prepare you victuals;
for within three days ye shall pass over this Jordan, to go in and
possess the land, which the Lord your God giveth you to possess it."
But every type falls short when we look away to the great Antitype
and glorious Fulfiller of it all. "For if Joshua had given them rest,
then would he not afterwards have spoken of another day. There
remaineth, therefore, a rest to the people of God." Our Joshua.
will lead His people safe over Jordan, the last dark river, unto the
heavenly rest, and Himself be unto us far more than ever Eschol's
grapes were to the searchers of the land. Yea, with His own pierced
blessed hands He will give unto us the fruits of this vine in the gladness
of His heart.
Dear reader, we spoke at the onset of those lessons in Holy Scripture
whereby in type our God was pleased to teach His ancient people.
But all types and shadows have passed away in the God incarnate.
And blessed be God, it is here that the glory of our hope and inheritance
comes in. We have spoken of Jesus as the living Bread from heaven
in His humanity, and the Tree of living fruits in the glory. But He
is all this and much more; for He is the Man, the reallVIan, the liying
personal Son of God in that blessed body which still retains the marks
of "a Lamb as it had been slain." He is there pledged as our
Forerunner to bring everyone of His ransomed to share His glory.
In the words of the greatly beloved J. E. Hazleton, I close these
remarks. "I love, when favoured by the Holy Spirit, to think of
the identity of Him Who dwells in the third heavens, the heavens of
God. The third heaven is that place where the Lord Jesus Christ,
in the reality of His humanity and the glory of His person, is appearing
for us. It is the identical Lord Jesus Who is in the third heavens!
Who dwelt upon this earth for thirty-three years! It is the Christ
they spat upon Who wears the crown of glory now! And it is the
Christ Whom the glorified are beholding at the present moment for
Whom, I trust, you and I are waiting. Oh! for faith-which is the
gift of God's Spirit. Oh! for faith which comes of the kindlings of
His life; for that faith which will enable us to realize as a blesEed
fact the humanity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the Son of
God eternal, now in the everlasting heavens."
You and I, dear reader, are looking forward to that day,
" When we shall see His face
And never, never sin;
rAnd from the rivers of His grace,
i1 Dri.!Ik endless pleasures in."
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FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
ON FEBR.UARY 5TH, 1899.
(Concluded from page 433.)
" Woe unto them . .. that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter."
ISAIAH v. 20.
THEN if we are asked in regard to this sweetness of which our text
speaks :-" them that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter"what is this sweetl'less if it be not the Christ of God? What is it
that makes the Gospel to be Gospel unto us, or in other words-good
news? Because, dear friends, it tells us of Christ the Saviour. "Unto
you is born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour Who is Christ
the Lord." Christ is the burden of the Gospel. Christ is the burden
of these Holy Scriptures, the burden of prophecy, and the burden of
the promises, and the burden of precepts, and the burden of all those
consolatory passages-the glory of them. The essential glory of the
Bible is Christ, from Genesis to Revelation. "The testimony of
Jesus is the Spirit of prophecy." Take away Christ from these Holy
Scriptures, what is left? We answer, Moses is left. We answer,
the law is left. And you are left under the condemnation of the law.
Whereas the Gospel tells you, " Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth." It is when the door of hope seems
shut against the anxious sinner that the glorious light of the blessed
Gospel of Christ breaks in and shines in upon the despairing soul.
Oh! what a contrast betweeen that darkness that could be felt and
this marvellous light into which the poor desponding sinner has been
brought. We must never put law for Gospel, nor Gospel for law,
nor may we mingle the one with the other and say, " Christ is come
for your salvation to such and such a point, now your duty is to fill
up that which remains." God has. nowhere set before us a conditional
Christ in '¥hom to believe. He has set before us an absolute Christ.
He has set Him before us as the salvation of God, as no mere contribution to salvation. Nor again has He set that salvation before us as a
contingent salvation, a conditional salvation, a tentative salvation, a
probable salvation. These are all views that men hold. No, but to the
sinner saved by grace, as dead in sins, who has been quickened by the
sovereign will of God in the power of the Holy Ghost, Christ Himself is
the Channel of that imparted life. Christ is the righteousness of the
believing though trembling sinner. Christ Himself, the very garment of
salvation, is clothed upon that perishing soul. "Take away from him
the filthy garments and change his garments, clothe him with the garments of glory and beauty, the finished salvation of the Lord Jesus."
Oh ! how important it is that we discriminate, whether as preachers of
the Word or hearers of the Word, between that which is sweet and that

520

The Gospel Magazine

which is bitter. Christ is the sweetne s of the Gospel. In the 104th
Psalm and the 34th verse we have perhaps some reference to this
sweetness. The language is that of the Prophet-Psalmist; in other
words, the language it is of one who was commissioned to testify the
truth of God. Now he says: "My meditation of Him shall be sweet:
I will be glad in the Lord." Christ is the sweetness of the Gospel.
We meditate on Him and we find Him precious, exceeding precious.
" Unto you who believe He is precious," and it is in this frame and
disposition of soul that the writer of the Song of Solomon speaks when
he says: "I sat down under His shadow with great delight, and
His fruit--or the fruit of Him-was sweet to my taste." The sweetness
of Christ is largely, let me say this, communicated to the souls of
God's people through meditation upon Christ. Oh! if you would
have the sweetness of Christ's character, if you would have the sweetness of His love, and His mercy, and His grace, and His truth, flow
freely into your soul, well then seek to get into His presence that
you may meditate upon Him. He presents Himself in the Holy Word
for the meditation of His people. They meditate as the Spirit opens
up the truth, as He opens the eyes of their understanding to see.
And their hearts are sometimes carried away with ecstasy of joy when
they realize His exceeding preciousness. "My meditation of Him
shall be sweet." Remember, meditation is a personal act, and a
personal experience. We cannot meditate for one another, but each
heart must for itself meditate upon Christ, for in order to have any
fellowship with Christ and to receive out of His fulness immediately
-no priest coming between, no earthly ordinance comin betweenwe must receive, I repeat it, freely out of His fulnes immediately,
receive our portion from His very lips. Oh! it is to those lips of
testimony, His kingly lips, that the writer of the Song of Solomon
refers when He says: "His mouth is most sweet "-the words of
His lips. "Who teacheth like Him ~" " ever man spake like this
Man." They" wondered at the gracious words that proceeded out
of His mouth." "His mouth is most sweet." And when we get
into meditation upon Him, and .into communion with Him, how
delightful it is to hearken unto His voice. His sheep know His voice,
and they know not the voice of strangers. They do not need ever
to be told, " There, that is the voice of Jesus," they know His voice.
They need no earthly mediator or interpreter to come between their
hearts and their Lord, they rejoice to hear His voice. If you remember,
John the Baptist said concerning the voice of the Bridegroom, " The
friend of the Bridegroom heareth the Bridegroom's yoice with great
joy," for that voice was heard by John the Bapti ,who was highly
privileged by reason of the singular office which he held as the friend
of the Bridegroom, and the forerunner of ;\1essiah. Yet he that is
least in the kingdom of God enjoys a greater privilege than John did.
The Holy Ghost had not yet in a pentecostal sense been granted to
God's people on earth, but when once the kingdom of God was set
up in that manifested form, dating from that day, the Day of Pentecost,
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then, I say, the least in that dispensational kingdom has not only
the privilege that John had of hearing the Bridegroom's voice, but
of hea.ring it as John never heard it. John received the testimony
from Christ's own lips, but we receive the testimony (may I put it
that way 1) of the Spirit-Witness Whose office it is to take of the
things of Christ and show them unto us. And thus brought and taught
by the Holy Spirit we meditate sweetly on the Lord Jesus, and find
His fruit sweet to our taste, find His lips most sweet, and that they
drop the doctrine down so sweetly as unto us the honey-droppings
of the honeycomb. "My doctrine shall distil as the dew." And so
the wondrous words, and gracious words, that proceed out of His
lips are the joy and rejoicing of our hearts. As Jeremiah even in
his day bore witness: "Thy words were found and I did eat them,
and Thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart." Oh!
for grace to live this life of meditation and of fellowship with Jesus.
Oh! to be much more given to waiting at His feet. What though
He keep us awhile in silence, He but is silent to try the faith and
patience of His people. When Moses went up into the mount (have
you noted it 1) he had to wait several days and nights before God spoke
one word to him. But he knew God had called him up into the mount,
and he knew God could not deny Himself. It led him to expect a
word and he waited just for that word of the Lord. In the end the
. vision spake. So God spake. We here draw nigh seeking this meditation and fellowship and we may for a season sit in silence before His
footstool, but may He give us grace to wait out seven days and seven
nights, for as surely as Moses did not wait in vain, so shall not we wait
in vain. The Lord will speak. "Speak, Lord, for Thy servant
heareth."
May He add blessing to His Word now, for Christ's sake. Amen.
SERMONETTES ,FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
A WONDERFUL SAVIOUR.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" Unto ~tS a Ohild is born, unto us a Son is given . .. and His name
shall be called Wonde1j~tl."-IsAIAH ix. 6.
" Our great God and Saviour Jesus Ohrist."-TITus ii. 13 (R.V.).
THE 25th day of December is observed throughout the greater part
of nominal Christendom as commemorative of the birth of Jesus
Christ. Who was, and is He, and why was He born 1 The texts at
the heading of this Sermonette supply the answer. Isa. ix. 6 predicted
the Person of the promised Saviour God and Man. "Unto us a Child
is born," therefore Man. "Unto us a Son is given" . . . and His
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God, the
everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace," therefore God, and in due
time the announcement was made to the shepherds of Bethlehem,
" Unto you is born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, which is
35
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Ch1'ist the Lord" (Luke ii. 11). Then was fulfilled another prediction,
" Spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a Yirg~n shall
be with child, and shall bring forth a Son, and they shall call HIS name
Emmanuel; which being interpreted is, God with us " (Matt. i. 22, 23 ;
Isa. vii. 14).
'l'itus ii. 13, 14, likewise sets forth the wonders of Chri t's Person,
and tells us why He was given, and born into the world. It was to
be a Saviour, as announced to the shepherds, and such He became
by laying down His life for the sins of His people. "Our great God
and Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave Himself for us, that Hc might
redeem us from all iniquity."
This then is the ground of the true believer's rejoicing, not merely
at this season of the year, but at all times when he realizes how great
is his need of a Saviour-an almighty Saviour-and when he is able
humbly and believingly to say with the Apostle Paul, " He loved me,
and gave Himself for me."
.. 0 wonder of wonders!
Astonished I gaze,
To see in the manger
The Ancient of Days;
The angels proclaiming
The i::ltranger forlorn,
And telling the shepherds
That Jesus is born.
For thousands of sinners
The Lord bowed His head;
For thousands of sinners
He groaned and He bled;
My spirit rejoices,
The work it is done;
My soul is redeemed,
Salvation is won."
(E. L. Schlicht, 1757).

THE KINDNESS OF GOD AND THE NEW MERCIES.
THE stones of Shimei were not the last to be thrown at King David.
For centuries they have hurtled through the air, but he has been
at rest and at peace, out of their reach. Indeed they hurt him a~
the time, but the Almighty had made his heart soft, a~d if they sank
into it, at least they did not rebound from it, but the afflicted saint
said, " Let him alone, let him curse, the Lord hath hidden him"; and
presently the Lord ordered gentle and healing measures for His
beloved one, and the kindness of Barzillai comforted and helped him.
All that was needed to supply the king's needs at that time was richly
forthcoming; there was no stint, no grudging-Barzillai felt none; he
felt only that he could not do enough for the king. Years before,
David had asked if there was no one alive and about that belonged
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to the disenthroned family of Saul, to whom he could show "the
kindness of God." And now when he himself was for the time being
a fugitive from his own royal place, the Lord sent one at Lodebar
to show to him that same kindness in an overflowing return. "The
kindness of God" meant to both David and Barzillai a sense of love
and longing and devotion in their own hearts: that for their own
sakes, and to give an outlet to their kindling and moving compassions,
they might help a dear and needy friend. "Not for your sakes, do
I this, 0 house of Israel "-the Lord says in one place. It is for His
own sake, because His love cannot contain itself as it were, that He
lavishes His grace and mercy.
David was cared for by BarziIIai until all Jerusalem with one heart
and voice sent to ask him to come back, and he set his face toward
Jordan and home. He wanted BarziIIai to come with him; not-I
should think-so much by way of reward, as for his own comfort's
sake, that he might feel that someone was with him, older, and better,
and kind; and that would help him to bear the overbearing ways of
Joab and the others, though it is better to trust in God than to put
confidence in man in these matters. But BarziIIai did not see his way;
he was too old to leave home for such surroundings. Might Chimham
go instead ~ Yes, the king said, " Chimham shall come with me and
I will do to him that which shall seem good unto thee, and whatsoever
thou shalt require of me, that will I do for thee." So they kissed and
parted, the younger one coming with David, and the elder remaining
behind to thank God and to pray. And it may be that David thought
of his own words, "Instead of thy fathers, thou shalt have children,
whom thou mayest make princes in all the earth." He would not lack
the blessing of the patriarch, but to it would be added the courage,
the devotion and the vigour of the younger companion. "A little
child shall lead them" is amongst the precious promises; "the little
one shall become a thousand, and the small one a strong nation."
This is the ordination of the God of hope, the God Who looked upon
the sufIerings of the children of Israel, had respect to them, and sent
Moses to be born and to weep in his little ark at the river side. "This
same," said Lamech, as his eyes feasted themselves on his baby son,
" shall comfort us." It was not the feeling of the soft little body, and
the blue, trustful, inquiring eyes, that brought courage to Lamech,
but he believed that God was about to show that He remembered the
sighs of those who mourned for all the abominations that were done,
and was to prepare a witness for Himself, was to cleanse the earth
and to save a chosen and a believing race by the hand of the little
Noah.
"There was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; the
same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel
... and when the parents brought in the child Jesus . . . he took
Him up in his arms and said, 'Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant
depart in peace according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy
salvation.''' In the Babe, he saw all that he had hoped and prayed
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and wept for, the child born was the everlasting Father, the Mighty
God, the Prince of Peace, the Saviour, Redeemer, the Lord, all his
hope and all his joy.
And still to us whose hearts the Lord has opened, the God of Peace,
the Blessed Comforter, gives the grace and patience to look for Him.
He fills our hearts at times with peace in believing, with the assurance,
the persuasion, that He is ours and that we are no more to be buffetted
and scorned by man. From His princely and exalted throne He shows
us the kindness of God, to give repentance and remission of our sin,
and to make us glad in Him and in the love that passes knowledge.
FOLLOWER-ON.

MUTUAL

REMEMBRANCE.

THE last month of 1928-the close of a momentous year! At these
periods or pauses in life, as they seem, it is natural with many of us
to reckon up financial affairs to be assured of a safe position, to reckon
up friends all over the world for greeting and for hospitality, and to
review in detail one's hours of joy and hours of sorrow, also to record
journeys and incidents of various kinds which have taken place. And
"the beloved of the Lord" reckon up so many mercies, so many
providential interpositions on their behalf, so many sweet audiences
with the King of Love. They remember the years of the right hand
of the Most High, the infallible strength exercised for their weakness,
and the prevailing power of the Most High through all dangers. They
recall the preventing mercies, or as we express it in these days, the
preceding mercies, when the Lord went before and cleared the way.
Don't we recall occasions also when we have been kept from evil,
prevented from being in time for a train, it may be, or from going out,
or from meeting people we much wished to see. Many things which
seemed at the time to be trials and disappointments and sorrows, have
resulted in God's best and safe way for good, and for safety and joy.
During this eventful year of many fatal accidents how many there
must be who say, if they do not "regard the hand of God in all, " How
lucky it was I did not go by that train! How vexed I was to miss
seeing him, but a good thing I did not. How fortunate I was to turn
down the wrong road leading up the hill. I should have missed the
greatest treat in my life if I had gone down the other road." But
the child of God says, " How wonderfully the Lord guided me in that
journey. How sweetly He timed that unexpected call from an
unexpected friend. How kind He was in turning down that offer
which I had thought so safe." Truly He is gracious, full of lovingkindness, and His mercy endureth for ever! Dear reader, forget not
all His benefits. There have been blessings in disguise, the disguise
of severe trial covering the rare sweetness beneath.
Nationally how warmly we who love His Name thank Him for the
rejection of the new Prayer Book by the House of Commons on Dec.
15th and June 14th. We had felt that as a Protestant nation" our
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feet were almost gone, our steps had well nigh slipped." The foundations of our faith appeared to be sinking, and we felt in great peril.
But " He brought us out of our distresses. He put a new song in our
mouths, even praise unto our God," He knoweth how to deliver. I
shall never forget the "Hallelujahs" with which we greeted each
other that memorable June day. Our hearts which had been so heavy
were lightened, and we felt" this same God" our God, had appeared
on our behalf as He did for His dear ones of old-Moses, David, Daniel
and the hosts of others-who found in Him a sun and shield, and
delivered by mighty deliverances.
Many precious souls have been called home during 1928. They
have been counted worthy to escape all these things that shall come
to the earth, called home to the warmth and the welcome and the
smile of Him Who loved us unto death, that we might live with Him
in glory. "Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast given me
be with Me where I am."
"Their place of repose is on high,
No Canaanite enters therein
To drink of the rivers of joy,
Remote from the regions of sin."
Ah! this is the very climate of heaven, no foe, no sin. "There
shall in nowise enter into it anything that defileth, neither whatsoever
worketh abomination or maketh a lie, but they which are written in
the Lamb's book of life."
Dear reader, dear Christ-loved reader, our loving Lord has His
memorandum book. Our names, the purchase of His blood, are
written there. "Ye are not your own, ye are bought with a price."
Oh! what a price! bought, passed over to the buyer, in possession of
the Buyer, no one can force them out of His hands. The Holy Spirit
has sealed the people of God. They are His, His for ever.
There is another thought about God's memorandum book, one
which I have often mentioned, but which is specially a heart memory
and very precious to His own people, and that is Malachi iii. 16, 17,
" Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another." Do
we speak often one to another upon the Lord's dealings, upon His love,
His favour, His grief, His longsuffering, His Gift, His all-sufficiency,
His very present help, His wonderful ways, and His marvellous
provision and continual presence ~ Well, "the Lord hearkened."
Think of His listening to us as we talk, bending down closely as it were
to hear all we say. "The Lord hearkened and heard." Then what
took place ~ "And a book of remembrance was written before Him
for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His Name."
He is noting their names as they think upon His Name. As they think
and speak of His Name they derive comfort and healing and strength
and joy. "His Name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace." Each
name conveys wisdom, guidance, strength, tenderness, eternal love and
peace. Their hearts rejoice in Him and all His excellencies. Note
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this book was written before Him for them. It was not written simply
by command, but He saw it written. And what did He say ~ "They
shall be M.ine in that day when I make up My jewels," My precious
possessions, my valued treasures. "Thou art beautiful as Tirzah"
is the exclamation to the bride in Canticles. "I am black but comely"
is her confession. Covered with His robe of righteousness, she is all
fair, and the Father beholds her in Christ, and therefore she is fair
to Him. "My jewels: and I will spare them as a man spareth his
own son that serveth him."
So, dear reader, as wc review the passing of 1928, let us think and
speak of His Name, and of His book of remembrance.
"Jesns. Saviour, once with Thee,
Nothing else seems worth a thought 1
Oh how marvellous will be
All the bliss thy pain hath bought!"
" He remembered us in our low estate." "We will remember the
Name of the Lord our God."
NETTfE.
CHRISTMAS HYMN.
THE message of the Christmas mom,
Proclaiming God in manhood born,
Is borne on heavenly music still,
Our hearts with peace and joy to fill ;
o Christ, we now Thy praise would sing,
Thou art. our Saviour and our King.
Thy throne, 0 Lord, Thou didst resign,
And all the glory that was Thine,
Redeemer of the lost to be,
From Bethlehem to Calvary;
o Christ, we now Thy praise would sing,
Thou art our Saviour_ and our King.
Lord, make us holy, make us true,
Thy word to keep, Thy will to do,
Beset by foes to watch and pray,
And daily tread the narrow way;
While all along Thy praise we sing,
o Christ, our Saviour and our King.
And Thou art coming, Lord, again,
To take Thy kingdom and to reign,
To gather round Thee all Thine own,
And make them partners of Thy throne;
Then perfect praises will wc sing,
To Thee, our Saviour and our King.

F. J.

HAMILTON,

D.D.
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SINFUL OR SINLESS 1

By THE REV. H. R. H.

HILL, INCUMBENT OF ST. LUKE'S CHURCH,
LEAMINGTON SPA.

" For I know that in me (that is, in 1ny flesh) dwelleth no good thing ..
for to will is present with me,. but how to pe1f01'm that which is
good I find not. For the good that I wMlld I do not.. btlt the evil
which I would not, that I do."-RoM. vii. 18-19.

THERE is an awful heresy which springs up from time to time, and
has done ever since Satan seduced our first parents by his false
promise" Ye shall be as God," Gen. iii. 5 (in the original the word
translated "gods" is in the singular and not the plural number),
that it is I?ossible for man to attain a sinless state here below. The
persistence with which some misguided and unenlightened people
teach this error causes grief and distress to members of the Lord's
family, and because it has once more appeared in our midst, we take
this opportunity of making brief reference to the subject.
The Lord Jesus said to Nicodemus, "That which is born of the
flesh is flesh" (John iii. 6), and Paul, the inspired apostle, writing
under the influence of the Holy Spirit, says it is always true that in
our flesh, our carnal nature, dwelleth no good thing; and that this
"carnal mind is enmity against God, and is not subject to the law
of God, neither indeed can be" (Rom. viii. 7). That is why the
believer experiences the inward C01iflj'ct all the way t7!1'ough life, and it
is a war which will never end so long as life lasts. There is no discharge from the fight for the Christian warrior, and therefore we
need to be equipped with the armoury and \veapons of God-" Put
on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil" (see Ephes. vi. 11-20). The battle never
ceases, though it may be less furious at one time than another.
There is no such state or condition mentioned in God's Word as a
termination of hostilities between flesh and Spirit here below. It
is always true, however long the believer has lived, and however
matured in experience he has become, that" the flesh lusteth against
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh, and these are contrary
the one to the other" (Gal. v. 17). If therefore, there are those
who, with glib sophistries, would try to persuade you the evil nature
within you . hould no longer be regarded as a potent force, believe
them not, fol' they speak not according to God's Word, and if they
speak not according to His Word, "it is because t,here is no light
in them" (Isa. viii. 20). One of the most saintly characters we
ever .had the privilege of corresponding with (the late Mr. John
E. Hazelton, Secretary of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society) said
in a sermon published since his death, " God's people, as they grow
alder, say with one accord, 'We feel ourselves to become worse and
worse...: we know more of the evils of our own wretched hearts tha.n
when we first began.' Speaking for myself, I had no idea I was so
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utterly and horribly wicked as subsequent discoveries have shown
me to be." This modern experience of one of God's own dear
children is in agreement with the experiences of God's people in all
ages. We quote just a few, and among them we take the inspired
statements of writers in the Scriptures first. Isaiah, after many
years as the Lord's prophet, knew himself to be a sinner still and
said, " Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean
lips" (Isa. vi. 5); Job, "one that feared God," had to confess,
"Behold, I am vile" (Job i. 1 and xl. 4). Solomon: "There is
not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not" (Eccles.
vii. 20). David: "Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and
cleanse me from my sin" (Ps. li. 2). Coming to the New Testament,
we find one of the Lord's own disciples, Peter, so filled with a sense
of his sinnership that he cries: "Depart from me, for I am a sinful
man" (Luke v. 8). James declares: "In many things we all offend"
(James iii. 2). Again John, as we mentioned last month, says: "If
we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in
us" (1 John i. 8). Oh! but blessed be God, he adds; "If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness." Paul, having had more than thirty
years' experience as a regenerated and converted man, tells Timothy
he still knows himself as the "chief of sinners" (1 Tim. i. 15).
Perhaps among our own English hymns none is better known
than "Rock of Ages" and "Jesu, Lover of my soul." In the
former, Augustus Toplady (only two years before his death was his
hymn given to the public) says:
"Nothing in my hand I bring;
Simply to Thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to 'I'hee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly;
Wash me, Saviour, or I die."
And in the latter Charles Wesley declares:
" Vile and full of· sin I am,
Plenteous grace with Thee is founel,
Grace to cover all my sin."
Reader, that is what you and I need, and will always need-cc Grace
to cover sin." Thank God, "Where sin abounded, Grace did much
more abound" (Rom. v. 20). And it is because of this our Lord
teaches His believing followers to pray: "Forgive us our trespasses."

" EVEN on earth the ' joy of harvest' is great; but what infinite
joy will ensue when the number of the elect is accomplished,-when
the bodies of the saints are all retrieved from the grave, and Christ
celebrates His' harvest-home.' "-Toplady.
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APOSTOLIC WARNINGS.
AN EXPOSITION OF PHILIPPIANS iii. 1-7, BY THE LATE REV. THOMAS
DICKINSON, M.A., RECTOR OF ST. CLEMENT'S, HIGHER OPENSHAW,
MANCHESTER, AT THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE
EVANGELICAL PROTESTANT UNION, HELD IN MANCHESTER,
OCTOBER 16, 1889.
THE writer of this epistle was the great apostle to the Gentiles, then
in bonds at Rome for Christ's sake. The persons addressed were
the members of the Christian Church at Philippi. In considering it
we are at once reminded of the vision at Troas, the entreaty of the
man of Macedonia, "Come over into Macedonia and help us"; of
the journey of the apostle to this city; of Lydia, the seller of purple,
" whose heart the Lord opened"; of the damsel, out of whom the
spirit of divination was cast; and of the jailor and his household who
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ and were saved. These converts
were the nucleus of that body of believers at Philippi, whom the
apostle" had in his heart, inasmuch as, both in his bonds and in the
defence and confirmation of the Gospel, they were all partakers with
him of grace." Yet, steadfast and approved as they were, there was
a needs-be in their case for words of warning, that they might continue
to rest upon and trust in the only Foundation which will stand in
the day of trial. We, too, brethren, however firmly placed our feet
may now seem, need to treasure up in our hearts the warnings of
St. Paul, to mark those of whom he bids us " beware," and to " count""
- or reckon, as he did, what is and what is not true spiritual wealth.
" Finally, my breth.ren, rejoice in the Lord." It is not of much moment
whether the writer at first intended to close his letter here or not.
It is important that, if such were his intention, something occurred
to prevent him from carrying it out. Whatever that something was,
we owe it to Him who arranges all things for His people's welfare,
to Him whose Spirit was at this time guiding the apostle's mind.
We find a like expression in 1 Thess. iv. 1, about the same distance
from the end of the epistle, though in other epistles it occurs much
nearer the conclusion. Finally, for the rest, rejoice in the Lord.
Joy, indeed, seems to be the keynote of this letter, but all true spiritual
joy springs from union with Christ, and it must therefore be joy in
the Lord, as belonging to Him, hidden in Him, placing all confidence
in Him, one with Him, and so safe for time and for eternity. But
there were some whose joy had a far different origin. "Beware of
them." Let me repeat the warnings you have oft-times listened to
from me, " it is not grievous or burdensome for me to write them to
you again, but for you it is safe." Some expositors refer the expression, "the same things," to what precedes it, but this interpretation
does not well suit the sentence, for you it is safe, which seems to me
to apply much more appropriately to the verses which follow:" Beware of, or carefully mark, the dogs." We remember our Lord's
use of this term of reproach for the trial of the faith of the Syrophre-
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nician woman (Matt. xv. 26). It was as dogs that the proud Israelites
regarded the less-favoured Gentiles. But St. Paul's words show us
that the days of Jewish privilege were now ended, and that this term,
so offensive to Jewish ears, was especially suited to those of their
race who were seeking to bring Gentile believers into bondage to their
ceremonial law, or to exclude them from an equal interest in Christ.
" Beware of evil workers." Those who thus attempt to mingle the
law with the Gospel of Christ, and so to nullify His salvation, are
"evil workers," whatever their pretensions may be, and however
blameless their outward walk. In 2 Cor. xi. 13, these Judaisers are
called "false apostles, deceitful workers, fashioning themselves into
apostles of Christ"; and in 2 Cor. ii. 17, they are described as " corrupting the Word of God." We know that this leaven spread widely
in the churches in those days; is it less real or less dangerous in our
own? The Philippians needed to be warned against it, and is not
our need at least as great? Yes; indeed it is, for the mixing of something with the Gospel, or the trusting to something along with or
instead of Christ, is a too common feature in the religion of our clay.
Salvation by Christ must be a salvation altogether by Him, or it is
no salvation at all. "Beware of the concision." Mark those who
" desire to have you circumcised that they may glory in your flesh"
(Gal. vi. 13). Such profeEsors may boast that they are the circumcision, true Israelites, to whom the promises of God belong; "but
I," says the apostle, " call them the concision, the mutilation." Their
circumcision has become a deformity rather than an honour now that
it has ceased to be God's ordinance for His people, and has come to
be trusted in instead of Christ, to whom it pointed, and from whom
alone it derived all its meaning and import,ance. "For we are the
circumcision." Here the apostle turns from the Judaisers to himself
and indeed all true Christians. As he had given a threefold description of the former, so in contrast he 'names three marks or characteristics of all believers. They, he affirms, are the circumcision. They have
the true circumcision, that" of the heart, in the spirit, not in the letter;
whose praise is not of men, but o! God" (Rom. ii. 29), whether they
are Jews or Gentiles by birth. "We are the circumcision who worship
by the Spirit of God, and glory in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence
in the flesh." We worship by the spirit. See Romans viii., especially
verses 26 and 27. Through His indwelling we offer the sacrifice, not
of dead victims, or of equally inanimate material things, but of renewed
and consecrated hearts and lives. All our worship derives its power,
its profitableness, its preciousness to ourselve as well as to our God,
from the grace and presence of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. We
" glory or triumph in Christ Jesus" being unable to find any ground
for boasting in ourselves, and seeing a never-failing theme of rejoicing
in Him, in His person, His offices, and His work. We" have no
confidence in .the flesh." We put no trust in birth privileges, in
outward rites, in fleshly ordinances, or ritual observances, in uprightness of walk, as securing to us the favour of God, or giving us acceptance
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with Him. "Though I myself might have confidence even in the
flesh." Here the apostle challenges comparison with any who think
they may thus confide. Do they imagine they possess qualification
for such self-trust ~ "I," he replies, " (have) more." "Circumcised
on the eighth (the legal) day." No parental neglect, no unexpected
barrier, prevented the strict letter of the law from being observed.
1 came " of the stock of Israel " a true scion of the royal race of the
" Prince of God." "Of the tribe of Benjamin," descended from Rachel,
the beloved wife of Jacob. "A Hebrew of Hebrews," a Hebrew
descended from Hebrews on both sides, perhaps also with some reference to his up-bringing at the feet of Gamaliel, in Jerusalem. "As
touching the law, a Pharisee," belonging to the straitest sect of our
religion. "As touching zeal, persecuting the church," with sueh zeal
for God, as I then supposed, as to persecute with the utmost rigor
these whom I deemed to be in error. "As touching the righteousness
which is in the law, found blameless." In obedience to what I considered the full demands of the Divine law, so exact that no one could
censure me for neglecting any of its requirements. What a paragon
of perfection the apostle was in his unconverted days! What legalist
or eeremonialist then could, or now can, enter into competition with
him ~ It was truth he uttered when he said: "If any other man
thinketh he may have eonfidence in the flesh, I have greater cause
than he." Yet how earnestly he repudiates all suell trust! How
he casts it to the winds for Christ! And this leads us to the second,
may I not say the greater reason why he enumerated the advantages
he once possessed and prized. It was that he might compare himself,
not only with others, but with himself, that he might draw up a kind
of spiritual balance-sheet, between his former and his present position,
between Saul the Pharisee and Paul the apostle. He gives us his
calculations and their result. This list of privileges and excellences
constituted his soul's wealth, his "gains," before he knew Christ,
and never did miser cling to his gold more lovingly and tenaciously
than Saul of Tarsus, held by his creature righteousness and fleshly
privileges. These he placed on one side of the account, and on the
other side, what ~ Only one item f Yea, only one word, but that
the name of One who was now far more precious to him than all the
world beside-CHRIsT. And does this one item really outweigh all
those on the opposite side ~ Yes, indeed it far more than outweighs
them. It actually turns them. into loss, into refuse, fit only to be cast
out. "What things were gain to me, these I counted loss for Christ.
All these advantages I have named, advantages of birth, of character,
of ceremonial purity, I have once for all cast away as not useless only,
but positively injurious." And this" for Christ" because they could
not be retained with Him, and they were worthless without Him.
To have led a virtuous life is a great advantage in itself; not to have
known the depths of Satan is a great blessing in itself; but if these
things come into competition with Christ, they become injurious in the
highest degree. They had been so to the Apostle Paul. He had trusted
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in them. He had looked for salvation from them. He had built upon
a foundation of his own, and not upon the Rock of another's righteousness. When therefore it pleased the Father to reveal His Son in
him, and to him, and he saw the preciousness of the knowledge
and of the righteousness of Christ; he saw also how those things in
which he before trusted had been hindrances in his path, had been
scales upon his eyes, preventing him from seeing his need, and from
coming as a poor, helpless, guilty sinner to Him Who is mighty to save,
and from therefore trusting in His precious blood, His perfect atonement, His spotless righteousness. But the greatest stumbling block
of all was that they prevented him from knowing, understanding,
seeing Christ, Ohrist! In that one word he now possessed inexhaustible
treasures, more than enough to replace the loss of all things by inestimable wealth. And this not merely in the blessings Christ possessed
and could bestow upon him, but in the Redeemer Himself, in His
knowledge, in His love, in His fellowship. How poor everything else
seems to the heart which knows and realizes the love of Christ! How
impossible it would be to find it absorbed with the trappings and
deckings-the meretricious adornments of a sensuous service, attaching supreme importance to the colour and fashion of priestly dress,
diligently attending to all the minutire of a round of ceremonial
borrowed and copied from that of the Apostacy, and entirely opposed
to the revelation of God. All such things must become loss and dross
when Christ is enthroned within. Let us love the sober, chastened,
Scriptural service of our church; let us strive to have our public
worship carried on decently, reverently, and in order; let us seek to
live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present evil world; but
let us put no confidence, no trust, in any of or in all these things.
How is it, my brethren, with ourselves ~ Are we reckoming as the
apostle did ~ Do we count all things loss for Christ ~ Then, most
assuredly, Christ is ours. To know Him now is our delight, to increase
in His knowledge is our aspiration, to suffer for and with Him is our
privilege, to see Him as He is, to know Him as we are known, to possess
and enjoy Him will be our porti.on throughout the countless ages of
eternity.
A FAMILIAR PRAYER.
By THE VEN. R. J. NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" The gr~ of the Lord Jesus Ohn:st, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen."-2 COR. xiii. 14.
THIS benediction, or prayer, is quite familiar to professing Christians,
as it is often used at the conclusion of Church services, prayer meetings,
and Bible classes; but, alas! through the frailty of our fallen nature,
much of its import, it is to be feared, is missed through frequent
repetition.
May the Holy Spirit graciously guide as I write a few thoughts on
this inspired passage of Holy Scripture.
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We may notice, first of all, that we have here a signal proof of the
doctrine of the Trinity in Unity, all the three Persons, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, being named in this one short Scripture.
The Lord Jesus Christ is named first, teaching us (a) that He is God,
" Equal to the Father as touching His Godhead" (Athanasian Creed)
as He Himself said, " I and My Father are One" (John x. 30), and
(b) that the love of God towards us is in and through Him, as it is
written (Rom. viii. 39), " The love of God which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord."
I venture to think that what is chiefly prayed for in this beautiful
prayer is that we may have a God-given, spiritual sense and knowledge
of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost.
Let us think of these in their order. (1) The grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ. How great was His grace, His undeserved loving-kindness,
in coming down from Heaven to save sinners! "Ye know the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes
He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich" (2 Cor.
viii. 9). If we compare this text with Phil. ii. 5-8, the one throws
light upon the other: "Have this mind in you which was also in
Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, counted it not a prize
to be on an equality with God, but emptied Himself, taking the form
of a servant, being made in the likeness of men; and being found in
fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, becoming obedient even unto
death, yea, the death of the cross" (R.V.). By this death He " hath
once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us
to God" (1 Peter iii. 18). John Kent wrote :" Calvary's summit let us trace
View the height and depth of grace,
Count the purple drops and say
Thus my sins were washed away."
We need to realize this continually, and so the Apostle Paul prayed,
" The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ . . . be with you all."
2. The love of God. What a ooundless subject! God's love is
unchangeable. "I have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore with loving kindness have I drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3), is true of
each and all of His people. "God is love" we read in 1 John iv. 8,
but these words should not be separated from their context. The
following two verses tell us the way in which He has made known and
proved that fact: "In this was manifested the love of God toward
us, because that God sent His only begotten Son into the world, that
we might live through Him. Herein is love, not that we loved God,
but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our
.
"
sms.
The Apostle Jude exhorts: "But ye, beloved, building up yourselves
on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves
in the love of God." That is to say, With (or by) power from on high,
the power of the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in an abiding sense of
'
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God's love toward you, through His Word, the Holy Scriptures. And
so we have the prayer, " The love of God be with you all."
3.." The communion (fellowship) of the Holy Ghost." This, too,
God's people need to realize. It is He Who takes of the things of
Christ, and shows them unto us, according to the Lord's promise,
" When He, the Spirit of Truth, is come, He will guide you into all
truth: for He shall not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall
hear, that shall He speak: and He will show you things to come.
He shall glorify Me: for He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it
unto you" (John xvi. 13, 14).
There can be no fellowship of the Spirit apart from the New Birth.
" For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body," independently
of nationality, or position in life, " And have been all made to drink
into one Spirit" (1 Cor. xii. 13). Without this fellowship there can
be no true knowledge of Christ and of God. All God's children are
" taught of God" (John vi. 45), " For what man knoweth the things
of a man, save the spirit of man that is in him ~ Even so the things of
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received,
not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God, that we
might know the things which are freely given to us of God (1 Cor. ii.
11, 12). May the same Spirit graciously use these few thoughts on
this prayer, for the edification of some of His people, and may" The
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion
(or fellowship) of the Holy Spirit, be with all." Amen.

THE BISHOP'S PROPOSALS TO FLOUT THE DECISION OF
PARLIAMENT RE THE NEW PRAYER BOOK.
THE Committee for the Maintenance of Truth and Faith, having
considered the Archbishops' Statement, desire to say:1. That the issue that has arisen is internal to the Church. There
has been no interference on the part of Parliament with the spiritual
rights of the Church. Parliament has refused its consent to a reopening of the Reformation settlement.
2. The plans proposed by the Bishops are illegal, and they arc calculated to undermine the fundamental bases of law and order. This
must gravely endanger the moral authority of the episcopate in far
larger issues than the present controversy.
3. It is not that the existing law is inadequate. The episcopate
has great authority and extensive powers, which it has not used on
the side of the law. The Bishops have regarded the existing law
unsympathetically; and this is the secre of their administrative
failures.
4. So far as there is any demand on the part of tne laity for Revision
it relates to practical and utilitarian matters. If such matters were
reasonably dealt with, there would be no difficulty in obedience to
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the existing Book, so modernized. The securing of legislative sanction
for a generally agreed Measure should not be difficult.
5. The opposition to the proposed Book was based on conscientious
belief that much in the Book involved a breach with the existing
doctrinal standards of the Church and was in conflict with Holy
cripture. The present trouble has arisen from the obstinate refusal
of the Bishops to recognize the position.
qrotte~pollllenct.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We shall welcome the kind help of friends of the
soldier and sailor towards our Christmas parcels to the home ports and
stations. Any gifts of bound volumes, etc., will be of the greatest
service to us. We are very grateful to three friends who during
September and October sent us several hundred bound books. The
deaths of dear Mrs. Alexander of Birkenhead, and Mrs. J. G. Newhall
of Northwich, remove two kind friends to the Book Mission. We
earnestly look to the Lord to raise up fresh supporters to take the
place of those whom He removes. Dear Dr. Doudney was wont to say,
« To every lover of Jesus, the spread of His name and fame must be a
matter of intense interest." Praise God there are now wonderful
opportunities for spreading the Word of Life amongst the men on sea
and land; therefore we would count upon the kind help of friends in
our efforts. The coming of the Lord draweth nigh, and we want to
labour on while we can. Many letters of gratitude continue to reach
us from the recipients of parcels, telling of blessing. We have just
heard of the conversion of a sailor through one of the magazines.
Please let us have all the help you can kindly give as early in December
as possible.
Yours sincerely in Christ,
21, Fi1Jield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol, November, 1928.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund:Rev. R. J. Noyes
£0 4 0 Miss Jones (per Miss L.
Mr. Owen Holder
3 11 0
Ormiston). .
. . £10 0 ()
Mr. S. R. Cottey
1 0 0 Mrs. H. Wild ..
0 4 U
Mi Malcolm (per Rev.
Mrs. M. E. Taylor
0 4 0
H. Atherton)
1 0 0 Mr. G. A. Ormiston
1 0 0
Miss M. Porter
2 14 0 Mr. Calvin Hart
5 5 0
drs. E. F. Bernard
3 3 6
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CHRISTMAS-TIME.
MANY of my young readers are already looking eagerly forward to
Christmas-time. In some cases you will be going home to see your
dear ones, and enjoy happy intercourse with those from whom you
have been separated. Those of you who live at home will be planning
how you can give pleasure to the rest of the household. I expect that
little secret presents have occupied you for some time past. May you
each have a truly happy Christmas.
I need not ask you why we all make special efforts at this particular
time of the year to bring joy into the lives of others. You know it is
because we are reminded of the" good tidings of great joy" which the
angel of the Lord made known to the watchful shepherds. It is no
wonder that they were sore afraid when the glory of the Lord in all
its brightness shone round about them. But they were not terrible
words which they heard, but words of comfort first-" Fear not! "
Then the wonderful news was told them by the angels: "Unto you
is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord." It was wondrous news indeed that the promised Messiah, the
Saviour, Christ the Lord, had come. The prophecies in the Old
Testament about His birth had been fulfilled. Proof of the truth of
the angel's words was within their reach. The sign which was given
was no doubt to strengthen their faith. The angel said, "Ye shall
find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger." Then
suddenly the godly shepherds saw that the angel was not alone, but
there was a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God, and saying,
" Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward
men." It was no wonder that the angels praised God: They knew
that the Son of God had come, bringing life and salvation to a sinful
world. God Himself devised the plan of salvation and carried it out.
Therefore they proclaimed glory to God. Do our hearts say with joy,
" To Him be glory" ?
The angels also spoke of peace and good will, and as we think of
these things, we too should praise God, and show kindness to others.
May you have this happy experience.
It is lovely to read how fully the shepherds believed what they had
heard and seen, how they at once went to Bethlehem to " see this thing
which has come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us."
Then, having seen the Lord Jesus Christ in a manger in the presence of
Mary and Joseph, they were so delighted with the good tidings that
they could not keep the news to themselves, so we read" They made
known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child."
This is what faithful missionaries will be doing all over the world
during Christmas-time. Oh! that hearts may be opened at home and
abroad to receive" the good tidings of great joy."

E. A. H.
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In .flllemoriam.
THE LATE MRS. A. STACEY, OF DERBY.
ONE of our esteemed readers, living in Derby, sends us brief particulars
of the Home-call of Mrs. A. Stacey. His letter is dated October 16th.
He says that Mrs. Stacey passed away the day after she was 80. She
had been an appreciative reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for about
iifty-three years, and she frequently conversed with our correspondent
on the precious truths set forth in the GOSPEL MAGAZU<E.
Recently the young people's page on " Safety" in the June issue
f.ormed the subject of happy conversation. As a young woman she
was in the service of the late esteemed Rev. F. Hoare, Vicar of Holy
Trinity, Derby. She was subsequently married in that church, Mr.
Hoare officiating at the ceremony. She was very fond of the late
Mr. George Cowell's " Wayside Notes," which appeared in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE for many years, and she valued much the" Pilgrim Papers"
from the pen of his daughter Ruth.
The hymns, "From every stormy wind that blows," and" Jesus
my all to heaven is gone," were special favourites of hers. Our godly
correspondent was able to minister to her in her last hours.
What a mercy tha.t we can say of her, "'With Christ, which is far
bett-er."
~arOH$tant

13eaton.

PRIESTHOOD.
A LECTURE BY REV. HUGH McNEILE, D.D., CANON OF CHESTER,
AT ST. JAMES'S HALL, PICCADILLY, LONDON,
ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1867.
(Continued fTOm page 505.)

BUT, passing from the commission to the ministry of St. Paul, our
Qpponents in this argument make much of his treatment of the
incestuous Corinthian, as supplying an instance of that priestly authority
to forgive sins, the existence of which we deny.
Now my friend.:;, I beg your attention to this case. It was a
case of great scandal in the Church of Corinth. A professed believer
in Christianity had been guilty of a sin which was abhorrent even to
the natural conscience of the heathen. What were they to do with
this man ~ The apostle was absent. They wrote to him, asking his
advice in the matter, inquiring what they were to do with this offender.
He stated in reply what they were to do, and very strong was his
language, commanding them to separate the offender from their
company. His language was, "I verily, as absent in body, ut
present in spirit, have judged already, <'..s though I were present,
36
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concerning him that ha so done this deed. In the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, when Y, are gathered together, and my spirit, with the
power of our Lor
esus Christ, to deliver such an one unto Satan
for the destruct· of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day
of the Lord J us." And after a few words of warning, he winds up
by saying," herefore put away from among yourselves that wicked
person."
.
This separat on from the Church was the punishment. The language
will be explai d if you bear in mind that the apostle divided mankind
into two classes-the Church and the world, and that he describes
the world as governed by the devil, Satan he calls the god of this world,
the prince of the power of the air. To cast a man out of the Church
was to cast him back into the power of Satan; and this was the
meaning of the language he used, " put away from among yourselves
this wicked person." That was done. The punishment was inflicted
by the Church upon the offender and penitence followed. A fresh
perplexity then arose in the Church, as to what they were to do.
Were they to receive him back, or was his offence to be considered
irretrievable ~ Again the apostle wrote, " Sufficient to such a man is
this punishment, which was inflicted of many. So that contrariwise
ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a
one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. Wherefore I
beseech you that ye would confirm your love towards him. For to
this end also did I write, that I might know the proof of you, whether
ye be obedient in all things. To whom ye forgive anything, I forgive
also; for if I forgave anything, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes
forgave I it in the person of Christ." As if the apostle had said, You
wrote to me when he was an offender. I told you to put him away
for his good. You have inflicted a punishment upon him-inflicted
by many, not by me as a priest, but by the whole Church. That ha"
brought him to his senses. And now he repents. And you ask what
are you to do, 0, receive him back, and forgive him. That there
was nothing of auricular confession by St. Paul-that there was
nothing of absolution by St. Paul-that there was nothing of what is
commonly called priesthood in the case, is proved by the simple fact
that the occurrence from first to last took place in the city of Corinth,
and that Paul was in Macedonia. He wrote from Philippi.
I must further observe, under this head, that the apostles never
called themselves priests. Neither is this because they are altogether
reticent concerning themselves and their office. St. Peter called
himself an elder, St. John twice called himself the elder, and he described
his office as that of a herald. "That which we have seen and heard,
declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us; and
truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ."
Here was the highest achievement of the glorious Gospel in the simplest
way pronounced. "That which we have heard, declare we unto you,
that ye also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship
is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ." St. Paul describes
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his office as that of an ambassador for Christ, and he glories as the
climax of the grace given to him in his privilege that he should be a
preacher among the Gentiles of the unsearchable riches of Chrid.
But someone may remind me, Does not St. Paul call himself a steward
,of the mysteries of God ~ He does. "Let a man so account of us,
as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God,"
And now, brethren, what are the mysteries of God of which the apostle
was a steward ~ There are six things which St. Paul calls mysteries.
The first is the incarnation, the mystery of godliness, called also the
mystery of God. The second is the great apostasy, the mystery of
iniquity. The third is the union of Christ and His Church, the mystery
'of marriage, which is a great mystery. The fourth is the union of
the Jew and the Gentile in one body, a mystery concealed for ages
,and generations, but now made known, that the Gentiles should be
fellow-heirs and of the same body. The fifth is the mystery of the
final restoration of the Jews. "I would not, brethren, that ye should
be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits ;
that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the
Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved." The sixth
is the resurrection of the body. "Behold, I show you a mystery.
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed." To these six
things the apostle applies the word" mystery"; and it deserves your
careful attention and your consta'nt remembrance that the word
" mystery" is never once in the Bible applied to either Baptism or
the Lord's Supper. Outward and vi ible signs were designed to
simplify, not to mystify; to explain, not to conceal, inward and
spiritual realities.
I said that in no instance recorded in the New Testament does any
-one of the apostles call himself a priest. If they had such an office
as that which is now claimed for them, and for others through them,
they were either negligent or culpably modest in hiding their Divine
-claim. This is a case in which an argument may be legitimately based
on silence; for had their priesthood been their special boast and
glory-had it been the special characteristic of their mission, on which
they laid the greatest stress-it is absolutely incredible, because it is
morally impossible, that none of them should ever have made mention
of it, as exercised either by himself or by any of his colleagues. Is
it not incredible ~ Would it not be morally impossible for the reverend
brethren to whom I have alluded very respectfully, and, I hope,
without giving them any offence-would it not be morally impossible
for them to give up the pride of what is exultingly called catholic
truth, and speak of themselves as ministers of Christ Jesus, without
the slig!ltest reference to priesthood ~ They could not do it, But
this is made the more remarkable because one of the apostles, in
appointing successors to himself in the Christian ministry by laying
-on of hands and prayer, and giving them instructions how to behave
themselves in the house of God-the Church, the pillar and ground of
the truth, has entirely forgotten the chiefest of all their functions,
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so as not to make the least allusion to it. He charges them to give
attention to reading, to exhortation, to preach the Word, to be instant
in season and out of season, to reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine, to do the work of evangelists; to make full
proof of their ministry. But there is not a word about priesthood.
Alas! alasJ for Timothy and Titus. With how small a measure of
catholic truth were they entrusted! There was no priesthood in their
case. No; but there was the preaching of the grace of God, through
the true and only true Priest, Jesus Christ.
On these grounds we feel justified in maintaining that the meaning
of our Lord's commission to the apostles was, not that they were to
be judges to deal with persons, and forgive or condemn, but that they
were to be infallible teachers of truth, declaring who are forgiven and
who are not forgiven, binding faith and salvation together on earth,
and loosing unbelief from salvation on earth as God has done in heaven.
The claim, then, which the priests of the Church of Rome make, to
which I have already alluded, and which some of our brethren make,
not only is a claim which the apostles did not make-not only did
they not practise it--but they did practise that which was inconsistent
with it. There is no trace of it in the history of the Primitive Church.
There is no allusion to it in the early councils of the Church. It was
the offspring of sacerdotal pride and arrogance, put forth in the dark
ages. England fought against it.long, and at last threw it off. Is it
now to be introduced amongst us ?
(3). In opposition to the claim, I urge, in the third place, the fact
that there is a total absence from the New Testament of any sacrifice
for sin to be offered by a priest.
If any man be a priest, it is of necessity that he have some sacrifice
to offer. If any man have a sacrifice to offer, it is of necessity that
with reference thereto and in that respect he is a priest. All Christians
have sacrifices to offer-spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ. Therefore, in that respect, and with reference thereto,
all Christians are priests. To this agrees the language of St. Peter,
addressed to the Church dispersed, the strangers scattered throughout
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia. He calls them
"an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to
God by Jesus Christ." But observe, none of these are sacrifices for
sin. They are sacrifices of love, of zeal, of self-denial, of gratitude;
but they are in no sense or degree sacrifices for sin. For what is a
sacrifice for sin? Sin is the transgression of God's law. A sacrifice
for sin is an endurer of the death which sin deserves, substituted for
the offender, who himself deserved the death. The only satisfying
sacrifice for sin is Christ Himself, who offered Himself, pouring out
His soul unto death, even the death of the cross. That was perfect.
" There remains no more offering for sin." In opposition to this it
is alleged that the priests of the New Testament offer Christ Himself
in what is called the eucharistic sacrifice-Christ objectively present
in the consecrated elements. That is called in the Church of Rome an
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unbloody sacrifice. But an unbloody sacrifice for sin is a contradiction
in terms, because the wages of sin is death. The blood is the life.
The shedding of blood is the death; without shedding of blood there
is no death, and without death there is no sacrifice for sin. It is vain
to attempt to retain the reality of sacrifice, and at the same time to
deny the reality of death. The language of the Church of Rome
betrays this. The word used to describe the act of offering is immolare
-to immolate or kill; and the word used to describe the thing offered
is lwstia-the victim. They declare that Christ is immolated in the
Mass, and they hold up for adoration Christ the victim-hostia. Now
let me ask our brethren who have expressed a longing for union with
Rome, do they immolate Christ in the eucharistic sacrifice, and do
they hold Him up as a victim for adoration ~ Many of you have read
the Church and the World. In that publication, in a paper by Mr.
Medd, I find this:" As the most holy body and blood of Christ, the alone acceptable
victim to make our peace with God, are offered, that is continually
presented and pleaded, by Jesus Himself in heaven, naturally, as we
may say, and openly; so the same most holy body and blood are
continually presented and pleaded before God by Christ's representatives, acting in His name, and by His authority and commission upon
earth."
In this passage "offered" is used as synonymous with presented
and pleaded. If this be correct why should the apostle say, "there
remaineth no more offering for sin," seeing he never says there remaineth
no more pleading for sin. Just the reverse. To plead is to pray.
To offer for sin is to kill. I venture to repeat, It is vain to attempt
to retain the reality of sacrifice for sin, and to deny the reality of death.
And if any assert, as the Church of Rome does, the reality of death
in the Supper of the Lord, our answer is in the language of St. Paul :
" Christ being raised from the dead, dieth no more: death hath no more
dominion over Him. For in that He died, He died unto sin once :
but in that He liveth, He liveth unto God." Who are they, then,
that would put Him to death again ~ Who are they that would crucify
the Son of God afresh, immolate Him'in the Mass, and hold Him up
for adoration as a victim ~ Who but they who don't believe in His
one offering, once offered, and in its all-sufficiency; they who have
not faith to trust what God has done once for all, but must be perpetually doing, doing, doing something.
(4). I resist their claim of priesthood, fourthly, because of the absence
from the New Testament of any detailed instruction for the exercise
of priesthood. This is made the more remarkable by contrast with
the Jewish type. The Jewish priest had minutely detailed instructions concerning the leprosy, the great typical disease in its various
phases; how to deal with it in every case; how, when, and under
what circumstances they were to pronounce a man clean; when,
and under what circumstances they were to pronounce him unclean;
when they were to shut him up for a week, and to examine him at the
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end of seven days, and then to pronounce upon him; when they were
to repeat the process for seven days more. All this you will find detailed
in the 13th chapter of the Book of Leviticus. There all the particulars
are mentioned, and I will give you a specimen of them :-" When a
man shall have in the skin of his flesh a rising, a scab, or bright spot,
and it be in the skin of his flesh like the plague of leprosy, then he
shall be brought unto Aaron the priest, or to one of his sons the priest:
and the priest shall look on the plague in the skin of the flesh: and
when the hair in the plague is turned white, and the plague in sight be
deeper than the skin of his flesh, it is a plague of leprosy: and the priest
shall look on him and pronounce him unclean. If the bright spot be
white in the skin of his flesh, and in sight be not deeper than the skin,
and the hair thereof be not turned white, then the priest shall shut
up him that hath the plague seven days: and the priest shall look
on him the seventh day: and, behold, if the plague in his sight be at
a stay, and the plague spread not in the skin, then the priest shall
shut him up seven days more." I need not read further. All these
symptoms were outward and visible. Any man, with the ordinary
perception of a man, and with good eyesight was competent to deal
with the circumstances of the case. All this was a type, as the priest
himself was a type. But look at the antitype. The seat of sin, the
great leprosy of human nature, is the heart. There, within, is the
deceitfulness and desperate wickedness. Hear His description, who
would not exaggerate, and could not be deceived :-" From within,
out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications,
murders, thefts, covetousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness." With comparatively few exceptions, the workings of this
great epidemic are not yisible by man. "0 man can take cognisance
of them; no man can deal with them. The New Testament contains
no directions concerning the various phases of sin: such as the Old
Testament contains concerning the leprosy. And why so? Because
the priesthood of the New Testament is not transferable from the
Lord Jesus Himself, and He requires no instructions. He sees the
inward disease in all its subtle-workings, as clearly as the typical
priest saw the varying symptoms of the cutaneous eruption. He
knows when to reprove, and when to encourage; when to wound,
and when to heal; when to prolong mourning and heaviness, and when
to pour in the oil of joy and gladness.
But if any of his ministers attempt to do this, where are thoir
instructions? If any of our young clergymen, following the example
of Dr. Pusey, and encouraged by what he has recently written, undertake to deal judicially with sin, and to apportion penance, are they
presumptuous enough to suppose that they can do so impromptu,
without any training or instruction? And where are they to procure
this? Thank God there is no English literature on the subject. They
must have recourse to the casuists of the Church of Rome, of whom it
is no more than justice to say that they have thoroughly exhausted
a disgusting subject. Of Vasqtte8, Viva, Cajetan, Dens, Liguori, and
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others, it may be truly said that evil communications corrupt good
manners. Their dissertations on the commandments, their slidingscale of sin, their doubts expressed and solved, their probabilities
advanced and retracted, their balancings apologetic of dishonesty,
and suggestive of indecency, their proficiency in both the arts ascribed
to the celebrated Roman conspirator, simulatio et dissimulatio, all
these resemble the training of fiends for the destruction of men's souls,
and not the thoughts, and principles, and practice of a priesthood
established by the Lord Jesus Christ.
Much of what I have referred to has hitherto been kept in the
monkish Latin in which it was originally written; but the time may
come when it will become our bounden, though painful duty to rouse
the indignation of Englishmen at the expense of their modesty, by
translating and circulating some of the contents of that charnel-house.
(To be continued.)
THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By the kindness of friends in various places, the funds of the Society
have recently been augmented by the proceeds of Sales of Work.
To all who in any way have contributed to the success of these efforts,
the Committee tender sincere thanks.
The Annual Meeting of the Eastbourne Auxiliary was held on Oct.
31st at Grove Road Chapel, under the presidency of the Pastor, Rev.
H. Popham. Details of the year's work were given by Mr. Blinkhorn,
Local Hon. Treasurer, and :&'lr. filler, Local Hon. Secretary. Addresses
were given by Messrs. J. C. Dennis and E. Marcus Funnell, Rev. R.
Brooker and the Secretary.
The Autumn Meeting at Hornsey Rise Home was well attended.
In the afternoon the usual Sale of Work was held. In the evening a
service in the Chapel was conducted by Rev. Thomas Houghton.
The Sermon, which was much appreciated, was based on 2 Thess. ii.
13, 14, the points emphasized being (1) Beloved, (2) Chosen, (3) Called.
Last year several friends assisted the work by taking Christmas
collecting cards for use among their friends. A card will gladly be
sent to any friend who can aid the funds in this manner.
God willing, a Sale of Work will be held at Woriey, Surrey, on Dec.
5th, and at Croydon on the 6th. Meetings will be held on the 10th
at the Old Baptist Chapel, Guildford, and on the 17th at Morley,
Yorks.
" YEA, such prevalency had the lusts and fruits of the flesh in this
p:>or soul of mine, that had not a miracle of previous grace prevented,
I had not only perished by the stroke of eternal justice, but had also
laid myself open, even to the stroke of those laws which bring some to
disgrace and open shame before the face of the worid."-Bunyan in
Grace Abounding.

The Gospel 111 agazine

544

Jl{ebiew£i anb jtoticef:J of i5oof\f:J.
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND ALMANAC. Compiled by Capt. J. W. D.
Barron, J.P. Price 2d., or bound in cloth 9d., postage extra.
(Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand,
London, W.C.2.)
This is the forty-first year of issue of this excellent Almanac. It
contains a great deal of valuable and useful information concerning
the various Ritualistic Societies, and also concerning the National
Assembly and Parochial Church Councils.
It prints the recent" Declaration of Belief" issued by the" Central
Council of Catholic Societies, signed by more than 2000 clergymen
setting forth their doctrine as to the change in the bread and wine,
the sacrificial character of the Lord's Supper, and the adoration of
Christ in the reserved elements of bread and wine.
All Protestant Churchmen should possess a copy of this Almanac.
We have received A NATIONAL WARNING, being a Sermon preached
by the late James Jay, for twenty-four years the pastor of Grove
Chapel, Camberwell. The Sermon was preached on Nov. 5th,
1872, and may be had from The Sovereign Grace Union, The
Parsonage, 98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5, price l~d.
post free.
FRY'S WORKS MAGAZINE, 1728-1928. Price 2s. 6d.
This is the Bi-centenary number of the magazine issued in connection
with the famous J. S. Fry & Sons, Ltd., cocoa and chocolate works
at Bristol. The founder of the firm was born in 1728, and early in
his life he purchased and developed a small chocolate and cocoa
factory which has now grown into a huge concern. This special
Bi-centenary number of " Fry's -Works Magazine" is profusely illustrated, and contains amongst others, articles on "The Chocolate
Age," "Bristol in 1728," and "The Life of- a Cocoa Bean told by
itself." Fry's chocolate and Fry's cocoa need no commendation
from us.
" WE find in several parts of Scripture that the best Christians are
cautioned against the very worst sins. If we are not upon our guard
there is no sin but we may be ready to fall into."-REv. LACHLAN
MACKENZIE.
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