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" Who comforteth us in all oar tribuJation, that we may be able to comfort th.." which are tn
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4

THE GOSPEL OF HOPE AND THE HOPE OF THE
GOSPEL.
" The hope 01 the Gospel."-CoLOSSIANS i. 23.
" The hope 01 salvation."-l THESSALONIANS v. 8.

THE Gospel of the grace of GOD is a Gospel of hope. It inspires
with hope those who through grace receive it. By nature men are
in a helpless and a hopeless condition. They are spiritually dead.
They are alienated from the life of GOD. They are led captive
by Satan. They lie in the wicked one. Being brought in guilty
of sin, they deserve eternal death, and being spiritually dead, they
are unable to deliver themselves from merited condemnation. Nor
have they any desire to do so, being really unconscious of their
terrible condition. The apostle says of them, " There is none that
seeketh after Go:r:." (Rom. iii. 11). In this condition they are
"without CHRIST," "having no hope, and wi.thout GOD in the
world" (Ephes. i.i. 12).
Their hopeless state is referred to by the Apostle in his first
Epistle to the Thessalonians. He says to the believers at Thessalonica, " I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning
them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which
have no hope" (chap. iv. 13).
It is true that men are inspired with hope in regard ·to temporal
things. Students hope for success in their examinations; business
men hope for success in their occupations; politicians hope for
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success in their political schemes; others hope to amass wealth
and to live long to enjoy it. But apart from CHRIST and His
Gospel there is no well-grounded hope beyond the grave.
The Gospel, however, is a message of hope. It tells men that they
are sinners by nature and by practice, and that the wages of their
sin is death. But it also announces to men that in the exercIse of
His sovereign grace GOD has provided a REDEEMER and a SAVIOUR
in the Person of His only-begotten, eternal, and well-beloved RaN.
That SAVIOUR is the Surety of an eternal Covenant, in connection
with which GOD, in infinite mercy, planned to save a great multitude
which no man can number. CHRIST as the Surety of this Covenant
undertook to redeem the chosen objects of GOD'S mercy from the
merited curse of the law, by being made a curse for them. In due
time He came forth from the FATHER, and by His obedience unto
death secured for the children whom GOD had given Him their
eternal justification. He was wounded for their transgressions"
and bruised for their iniquities. The chastisement or punishment
necessary to secure their peace with GOD was upon Him, and with
His stripes they are all eventually healed. To all men everYllohere
is to be proclaimed the good news of forgiveness, life, and glory
through the blood of the LAMB, and when this Gospel comes to men
in power and in the HOLY GHOST they are convinced of their sins,
and become conscious of their awful peril, and they are led by the
SPffiIT to see that CHRIST suffered for them, the Just for the unjust,
in order that He might bring them to GOD. Realizing, through the
testimony of the SPffiIT, that CHRIST stood in their stead, and that
, He has redeemed them from th~ curse of the law, they go on their
way rejoicing. They know that no one can condemn them if
CHRIST died, and was condemned in their place. Hence they are
justified and forgiven freely, by GOD'S grace, through the redemption that is in CHRIST JESUS, and being justified by faith, they
have peace with GOD, through the LORD JESUS CHRIST, and
" reioice in hope of the glm'Y of God." No longer are they without
hope, but they rejoice that GOD in His infinite mercy hath given
them "everlasting consolation and good hope through grace"
(2 Thess. ii. 16).
Moreover, even in regard to this life they can look forward with
hope to experience the LORD'S smile, guidance, help and blessing.
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in all their temporal affairs. The promises of their Covenant GoD
secure for them bread to eat and raiment to put on, and the supply
()f all their needs. Thus the Gospel is a Gospel of hope, and it
inspires all who are enabled to receive it with the expectation of
good things. It says to them, "the LORD GOD is a Sun and
Shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will
He withhold from them that walk uprightly." "There is no want
to them that fear Him. The young lions do lack, and suffer
hunger: but they that seek the LORD shall not want any good
thing" (Ps. lxxxiv. 11; xxxiv. 9, 10).
The second part of our subject is The Hope 0/ the Gospel. What
is this? What is the hope which .the Gospel holds out to the
people of GOD? That is the question which we shall now endeavour
to answer. Briefly answered, the great hope of the Gospel is the
second coming of our LORD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. It is the
return of Him Who so loved His people that He ga' e Himself for
them. All the future blessings of redemption to which we look
forward in hope are dependent on the LORD'S coming.
Let us endeavour to tabulate these blessings.
1. The LORD'S ooming will bring about the resurreotion 0/ His
people to eternal glory.
That great event is a point of hope. The Apostle Paul said
that he had "hope toward GOD . . . that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust" (Acts xxiv. 15).
The bodies of the believing dead are committed to the ground "in
.sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life, through
-our LORD JESUS CHRIST."
But there can be no resurrection till He comes. The resurrection
is dependent on that glorious event. The order of the resurrection
is stated to be "CHRIST the firstfruits; afterward they that are
CHRIST'S at His coming." "The LORD Himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and
with the trump of GOD: and the dead in CHRIST shall rise first."
The trumpet shall sound when the LORD comes, and then "the
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we (living believers) shall
be changed" (1 Cor. xv. 23, 52; 1 Thess. iv. 16). The LORD'S
coming is the great hope of His people, partly because His coming
will bring about their resurrection to eternal life.

510

The Gospel Magazine

2. The LORD'S coming will bring abotlt the glorifioation of His:
people.
They "rejoice in hope of the glory of GOD" (Rom. v. 2). To,
that glory they are predestinated and called (see Rom. viii. 30;
1 Pet. v. 10).

To be with CHRIST where He is, and to behold His glory, is to be
the portion of all the redeemed (see John xvii. 24). But when will
they enter upon this glory? It is when CHRIST comes. "When
CHRIST, Who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear withHim in glory" (Col. iii. 4).
3. The LORD'S coming will bring about the full salvation of His
people.

By the grace of GOD they are saved now, but the fulness of salvation is yet future. Hence the apostle says, " Now is our salvation
nearer than when we believed" (Rom. xiii. 11). Full salvation is
a point of hope. Hence we are Bidden to put on "for an helmet,..
the hope of salvation. For GOD hath not appointed us to wrath,
but to obtain salvation by our LORD JESUS CHRIST, vVho died fof'
us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together w'ith
Him" (1 Thess. v. 8-10).
But when shall we live together with Him in the enjoyment of
this full salvation? It is when He comes. Then we shall be
caught up to meet Him in the air: "and so shall we ever be withthe LORD" (1 Thess. iv. 17).
4. Fourthly, the LORD'S coming will be the time when His people
shall enter into eternal life.

Eternal life is theirs now in an initial sense. Believers in CHRIST
are assured that they" have eternal life" GOD has given it tl>
them (1 John. v. 11-13).
But in its fulness eternal life is yet future They have their:
"fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life" (Rom. vi. 22, 23)~
Hence they hope for it. Paul describes hiIDSelf as one who was" in
hope of eternal life, which GOD, that cannot lie, promised beforee
the world began" (Tit. i. 2). All the justified are made" heirs
according to the hope of eternal life" (Tit. iii. 7). This life was
promised to CHRIST for His people before the world began. It is
also promised to us now. "This is the promise that He hath
promised us, even eternal life " (1 John ii. 25). We look forward
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to it with hope. But when shall we enter upon it? It will be
when CHRIST comes. "When the SON of man shall come in His
glory, and all the holy angels with Him," then" these (the goats)
shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the nghteous 1:nto
life eternal" (Matt. xxv. 31, 46).
5. Fifthly, the LORD'S coming will be the time when His people
shall enter upon their inheritance.
According to GOD'S abundant mercy they are begotten to a
lively hope of "an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven" (1 Pet. i. 3, 4). GOD
hath chosen them to be "heirE! of the kingdom which He hath
promised to them that love Him" (Jas. ii. 5). Here again the
LORD must come ere His people enter upon their inheritance. It
is then that He will say to them, "Come, ye blessed of My FATHER,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world" (Matt. xxv. 31, 34).
6. Sixthly, the LORD'S coming will be the time when His people
~cill be commended and rewarded.
It is then that He will say, " Well done, thou good and faithful
servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make
thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy LORD"
(Matt. xxv. 19, 21).
It is when the LORD comes that He "will bring to light the
hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels
of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of GoD"
(1 Cor. iv. 5. See also iii. 12-15).
The crown of righteousness shall be given at that day unto all
them that love His appearing (see 2 Tim. iv. 8).
7. The LORD'S coming will be the time when the long-cherished
hope of seeing Him will be realized.
We read that "the righteous h3th hope in his death" (Prov.
xiv. 32), but death is not their hope. The hope of the righteous
is the coming again of the LORD our Righteousness. Job expected
to see Him. He knew that his Redeemer lived, that He wou·ld
stand at the latter day upon the earth, and Job knew that in his
flesh, his resurrection body, he would see GOD. His eyes would
behold Him. (See Job xix. 25-27.) He would see the face of Him
Who redeemed him from the law's curse.

.512

The Gospel Magazine

David expected to see Him Whom he called" my LORD." "A8
for me, I will behold Thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied,
when I awake, with Thy likeness" (Ps. xvii. 15).
We, too, and all the saints of GOD hope to see His face. " We
know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; jor we
:shall see Him as He is " (1 John iii. 2).
To see Him with our bodily eyes, however, means that He must
-come. Hence our great hope is His coming. We look for that
blessed hope, and the appearing of the glory of our great GOD and
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. (See Tit. ii. 13.)
Do we not long to see the face of Him Who hath loved us, and
Who hath washed us from our sins in His Own blood? To see
Rim is our hope and our expectation.
" The bride eyes not her garment,
But her dear bridegroom's face;
I will not gaze at glory,
But on my King of grace;
Not at the crown He gifteth,
But on His pierced hand ;The Lamb is all the glory
Of Immanuel's land."
Who can realize the rapture, the joy, the fulne8S of ble8Sedness,
which the redeemed family of GOD will experience, when, in
resurrection bodies, they are caught up in the clouds to meet the
LORD in the air, and to behold His face? This great, this outstanding, this unparalleled event is the great hope of the people of
GOD.
"Thou art coming, Thou art coming;
We shall meet Thee on Thy way,
We shall see Thee, we shall know Thee,
We shall bless Thee, we shall show Thee
All our hearts could never say;
What an anthem that will be,
Music rapturously sweet,
Pouring out our love to Thee
At Thine Own all-glorious feet."
(F. R. Have·l'gal.)

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR,
(Thomas Houghton).
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HOW THE GREAT HOPE SHOULD BE CHERISHED.
" Rejoicing in hope."-Rol\1ANS xii. 12.

IN The Family Port,ion for this month we have been considering the
great hope of the Gospel, the blessed hope of the appearing of
the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ. We now want
briefly to draw the attention of our readers to the manner in which
this hope- should be cherished in our hearts. There is a wealth of
teaching on this subject in the Epistles of the New Testament, and
we shall do well to make it the subject of our meditation.
1. First, consider the tea0hing oj the Epistle to the Romans on this
subject.
From that great Epistle we learn that the great hope of the
I~ord's coming should be cherished rejo1~ingly, scripturally and
dependently. The thought of the Lord's return should fill our
hearts with joy, and hence the apostle speaks of God's people as
those who "rejoice in hope of the glory of God." vVhile being
patient in tribulation, and continuing instant in prayer, they are
to rejoice in hope (Rom. v. 2; xii. ] 2). When His glory shall be
revealed, unmixed joy will be their portion. They will be glad
« with exceeding joy" (1 Pet. iv. 13).
Our hope should be cherished smipturally. The Old Testament
Scriptures are written that, "we through patience and comfort
()f the Scriptures might have hope" (Rom. xv. 4).
Our hope is based on the Scriptures. We need therefore to
gain an exact knowledge of the teaching of Scripture on this great
subject. In regard to details connected with our hope there are
many varieties of interpretation. It behoves us therefore to
examine carefully and prayerfully for ourselves what the Scriptures exactly teach. Any hope not derived clearly from Scripture
is baseless. We should cherish this hope dependently. The apostle
prays that the God of hope may fill His people with all joy and
peace in believing, that they may abound in hope through the
power of the Holy Ghost. (See Rom. xv. 13.) There is always
a danger of our becoming hopeless and despondent. We need
therefore to pray dependently on the God of hope. He only can
enable us to "abound in hope."
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2. Secondly, consider the teaching ot the Epistle to the Colossians
on this subjeat.
It teaches us that we should cherish this hope imnwvably. Continuity is a proof of reality. Real believers" continue in the faith
grounded and settled" and will " be not moved away from the hope
ot the Gospel" (Col. i. 23). There are those who even now say in
effect, "Where is the promise of His coming ~" They would
deprive God's people of their hope, but the true people of God areto cherish this hope immovably. Whatever men may say they
should hold fast to their hope.
3. Thirdly, consider the teaching ot the Fi1'st Epistle to the Thessalom:ans on this subiee.t.
It teaches us to cherish this hope patiently and bravely. We read
of "patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Thess. i. 3).
The Epistle of J ames teaches the same truth. "Be patient
therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord" (James v.7).
Do not be in a hurry. His Word of promise to come again shall
not pass away. He will come certainly and punctually to the
moment, when the predestined hour comes. He is to sit on His
Father's right hand until His enemies are made His foot tool.
He Himself is looking forward with expectation till that e,ent has
taken place. Then He will come. Be patient till He does come
(see Ps. ex. 1; Heb. x. 12, 13). "He that shall come will come,
and will not tarry" (Heb. x. 37). This hope is to be c)1erished
bravely. Those who cherish it are good soldiers of Jesus Christ,
and as soldiers they are to wear" for an helmet, the hope of salvation" (1 Thess. v. 8). They must not lose their heads or they will
lose their hope. Hence this hope must be .worn as a helmet to
protect the heacl.. The people of God must hold their heads up
amid the din of spiritual conflict, and bravely look forward with
sure and certain hope to the coming of the Captain of their salvation.
4. Fourthly, consider the teaching ot the Epistle to Titus on this
subject.
It teaches us that we should cherish this hope expectantly. We
are to look for that blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of
our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ. Hope is the expectation
of desirable or good things, and above and beyond all the present
trials and difficulties, we are to look for the coming of our Lord
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and Saviour. Moreover, while we are looking we are to "live
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world." The hope
of His coming is to have a practical effect upon our lives. (See'
Titus ii. 12, 13.)
5. Fifthly, consider the teaching of the Epistle to the Hebrews on
tMs sttbject.
Chapter iii. 6 suggests that we are to cherish this hope confidently
and firmly. "Hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the
hope firm unto the end."
Chapter vi. 11 suggests that we are to cherish this hope with full
assurance. "vVe desire that everyone of you do show the same
diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end."
Chapter x. 23 suggests that we should cherish this hope unwa'veringly: "Let us hold fast the profession of our faith (literally hope)
without wavering."
6. Sixthly, let 'us conside1' the teaching of the First Epistle of Peter
on this subje:;t.
Chapter i. 13 suggests that we should cherish this hope perfectly.
"Wherefore girding up the loins of your mind, be sober and set
your hope perfectly on the grace that is to be brought unto you at
the revelation of Jesus Christ" (R.V.). Our hope is to be cherished
completely and perfectly, so that there will be nothing deficient
in it. It should be a hope free from uncertainty or doubt.
Chapter iii. 15 teaches that we should cherish this hope intelligently.
"Be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh
you a 1'eason of the hope that is in yo'u with meekness and fear."
To be able to give a reason for ollr hope implies a clear and intelligent knowledge of the teaching of Scripture in reference to ourhope. It presupposes diligent, careful and prayerful study of all
that Scripture teaches on the subject of our great hope.
7. Lastly, note what the A postle John teaches on this subject.
He says, "We know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like·
Him; for we shall see Him as He is." Then he adds, " And every
man that hath this hope in Him (i.e., this hope set on Him) purifieth.
himself, even as He is pure" (1 John iii. 2, 3). In other words.
this hope is to be cherished holily. The man who has this hope
is to seek to walk aE one who is waiting for his Lord. He is to seek
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by Divine grace to be pure and holy in his life, even as Christ is pure.
In view of the hope of his Lord's corrilng, he is to be diligent, that
ne may be found of Him in peace, without spot, and blameless.
The hope is to have a sanctifying effect upon his daily walk and
,conversation,
At the close of our meditation on this subject we may well ask,
"" vYho is sufficient to cherish this hope in the manner taught by
the Word of God ~" Truly we are not sufficient of ourselves, but
God is able to make all grace to abound towards us, that we may
have all-sufficiency in all things.
May our Covenant God, the God of hope, enable us to abound in
hope through the power of His Spirit.
THE EDITOR,

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Fe1'ry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

REGENERATION.
"" Regeneration is a In'ighty change wrought by the ~ffica(;ious uwlcing
of the Holy Spirit, wherein a vital principle, et Di'/jine nature, are
put into the heart, enabling it to act pleasingly to GOd."-CH.AR.'\OCK

(abbreviated).
Here is God's miracle, age after age,
The Spirit tires not in His work of Grace:
Still doth He use with might the Sacred Page
A new life to create, the old displace.
Once reigned within the soul as monarch, SIN;
Now GRACE reigns with her courtiers Peace and Love.
Wondrous indeed the Divine change within,
While reigning Grace both speech and action move.
The conllpt nature with which Man is born
Is kept beneath the heel of the New Man:
Old idols from their former seats are torn,
And with new insight Faith doth Scripture scan.
Fellowship, of such sort the World ne'er dreams,
Is the blest lot which the New-born enjoy:
Confession of the change in glad notes streams
From lips now yielded to Divine employ.
WILLIAM OL~EY.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" And my soul shall be joyful in the Lord: it shall rejoice in His salvation."-PsALM xxxv. 9.
WHAT an inexhaustible subject is praise in the Holy Scriptures, and
well did the inspired and grace-constrained sweet psalmist of Israel
say, " Praise is comely for the upright" ; and" Whoso offereth praise
glorifieth Me." And there is not a redeemed sinner but will mourn,
whilst praising the Author of his salvation, that he falls far short
in this God-glorifying exercise; whilst he .looks forward to the time
when earth's shackles and nature's limitations being over, and that
forever he will praise Him as he would and should.
There is a wonderful ground-work of praise as we find it in Luke xv.,.
in the three parables there. There are three" lost" and" found" :
the" lost sheep," the" lost coin," and the" lost son." Whence the
recovery? From "the wilderness," "the house," and the "far
country." And where is the rejoicing? With "his friends and
neighbours" the Shepherd rejoices over his lost sheep found; and
"likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth.'·
And just as the woman who has swept her house diligently, until she
has found the lost piece of silver, calleth together her friends and
neighbours to rejoice, so is there" joy in the presence of the angels
of God over one sinner that repenteth." And in the lost son found
there is joy and rejoicing in the father's house. It is all to teach us
of redemption's key-note, and like Moses and the children of Israel,
carried safely through the Red Sea, every redeemed sinner says, " I
will sing unto the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously." For
who has cause to praise if not a ransomed, pardoned, reconciled sinner,
tracing all the streams of grace and mercy up to the Fountain-Head,
and owing all to the praise of the glory of His grace, which has made
him "accepted in the Beloved"? All the works of God are indeed
great and praise Him, but the work of redemption eclipses all, and
His saints bless Him. And they will never cease blessing Him whilst
they live, and they will find hereafter" eternity all too short to utter
all His praise."
Let us consider, as the Holy Spirit enables, a few of the rejoicings
of Scripture and which are the ground-work of the psalmist's language
in our text: "And my soul shall be joyful in the Lord; it shall rejoice
in His salvation."
There is joy unspeakable in the heart of a blood-bought sinner as
he views, by faith, his precious and glorious Substitute and Saviour
on Calvary, and" knows his guilt was there." It is then with a sense
of that blood-bought pardon, that the soul magnifies the God of all
his salvation. A redeemed sinner alone can praise Him for the precious
blood which has atoned, which has washed away the filth of his sins
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.and speaks for him within the veil. "Unto Him that loved us and
washed us in His blood."
There is joy also in the saints of God, as they trace the gracious
.dealings of their God in all His leadings and teachings. True it may
be "through much tribulation," and it may be by a very intricate
}lath, a painful crossing of their wills, and a humbling process of
crucifying the flesh, and a bringing down of every high look and proud
thought" into captivity to the obedience of Christ."
All this is so crushing to our proud natures. But it is precious
" when He hath tried me," to His own purpose and end, to find the
Lord had" His way in the whirlwind and storm," and won the victory
{lver me, and subdued me to the spirit of a little child and to know
no will but His. Have you reached this place of praise, dear children
·of God 1 Have you cried, "Spring up, 0 well, sing ye unto it," to find
a well at hand and joy in your heart as you draw water out of the
:vells of salvation 1 It is a wealthy place as you will find to your
JOy.
Then again in providences, how often are we given a song of praise
in seeing, it may be in the afterward of some crossed will and checked
step, how the Lord in mercy went before and crossed all our plans
.and vetoed our goings. We found that it was His compassionate
mercy which alone preserved us from some unknown calamity. The
Lord was at hand ready to save me; watching over my path, upholding
my steps, and preventing me with the blessings of His goodness. Oh!
what cause have the saints to be ever praising their faithful God for
His Covenant care over them. And then, too, there is a sweet concord
.of praise in that household where God is the Lord, and hearts are united
.and knit together in indissoluble love, and they as one, speak often
together and rehearse the righteous acts of their God, and testify of
His loving-kindness and tender mercies to them. Nor must we
·overlook the blessed fact that the Lord is equally near to bless some
hidden away, lonely and unknown one in his or her humble abode,
·debarred as he may be of fellowship and intercourse with the outside,
and with the Lord shut in. Has not many a pOOl' and afflicted
saint of God proved his isolated chamber a yerr Bethel to his soul 1
A sparrow alone-a lonely sufferer-is in that household, offering
.acceptable worship in the eyes of his King Immanuel Who visits
his soul with His salvation, and gives him" the garment of praise
for the spirit of heaviness." And it may be that there is a soul seeking,
panting, longing after the streams of Gospel privileges, and for the
living words which are absent from the lips of many a preacher in
these degenerate days, preachers who have run, but were not sent,
,and who fail to feed the Church of God. Such a one who goes in
search for heavenly manna, and clean provender, and Christ-exalting
truths, but who is too often sent empty away by the false shepherd,
shall hear the soul-comforting words and prove the sweetness of "'he _
"
Divine promise, " 0 Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of Me."
·{lne, from the greatest to the least of the hungering and thirs'LlOg
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;spirit-taught children is ever forgotten of God. Or on the other hand,
whenever and wherever His people can and do gather in the house of
prayer, and in holy expectancy find the Gospel feast spread for them,
:and their faithful pastor delightfully dealing out, under the Holy
Spirit's administration, the bread of life, sweet Gospel verities, oh,
.how their hearts burn and they exclaim with the prophet of old, " Thy
words were found, and I did eat them; and Thy word was unto me
the joy and rejoicing of mine heart."
There is joy also in the preacher's heart as he sees the movings of
Divine grace in members of his flock, for whom he has travailed in
birth until Christ be formed in them, and methinks no joy can equal
it. Dear Rutherford expressed it so:
"Oh if one soul from Amworth, meet me at God's right haud,
My Heaven would be two HeavensIn Immanuel's Land."
'There is joy, too, when a saint of God arrives at his everlasting home.
All the sorrows of the way forgotten; the last sin killed by death and
the great enemy of souls for ever silenced. Joy, all joy, and only
joy is experienced amid the angelic and redeemed hosts. That is
the joy of jubilee indeed. The year of His redeemed has come and
will never go away again. It is the joy and singing that cometh after
the night of sowing and weeping-in God's morning that is a " morning
without clouds." God will be the everlasting light of His people, and
the days of their mourning all ended. Christ has been their hope of
glory in all their earthly pilgrimage, and He is there unto them, " joy
unspeakable and fullness of glory." Then the believer will be able
to say afresh :" My soul shall be joyful in the LORD, it shall rejoice in His Salvation."
Dr. H. Bonar wrote truly :" No joy is true, save that which hath no end;
No life is true, save that which liveth ever;
No health is sound, save that which God doth seud;
No life is real, save that which change~h never."
Joy is a heavenly fruit; it will not grow in nature's barren soil.
It has its source and life in a precious, living, exalted, and coming
-Christ, Who dwells also in every redeemed sinner's heart as "the
'hope of glory." Praise therefore should be our chiefest, happiest
-employ. When we cease to praise Him, even when it be in trial,
.suffering, sorrow, bereavement, disappointments and things "too
high" and mysterious for us to understand, we have forgotten the
.exhortation, "In everything give thanks," and "in ellerything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be known
-unto God." When we, by faith, can see Christ upon His throne,
.··ffl2ver for one moment relegating His reins of government, but carrying
. all things after the counsel of His own will and ordering every
'(!lfcumstance of our lives without possibility of mistake, can wc fail
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to praise Him, although we cannot understand the mysterious dealings
of His hand? They who are His "friends" are called upon to dowhatsoever He commands them. Therefore seek continuously thegrace of praise and rejoicing, making melody in your hearts. Then
your" soul shall be joyful in the Lord, it shall rejoice in His salvation.'~
Let us " labour, that whether present or absent, we may be accepted
of Him." Thus,
"Whilst in Him confiding,
We cannot but rejoice."

R.
THE APPALLING EFFECTS OF MODERNISM.
THE following appeared in several of our new.::papers in June last : " ANOTHER BANN ED BOOK.
"The North Down Teachers' Union unanimously adopted this.
resolution: 'As we object to teach legendary folk tales under the
guise of religion, we ask the education committees to suspend the
giving of Bible instruction in schools until the theological experts.
have decided what parts of the Bible are worthy of credence.' "
Whatever may have been the motive of those who framed and
adopted this resolution, it sounds a word of warning regarding the
attitude of so many of "the experts" regarding the Word of God,
and constitutes a call to those who have been blessed by God with
a full belief in His Word, to witness continually to the Divine authority
of the whole Bible. The" theological experts" will, we fear, be a
long time coming to a decision, and-whilst we trust that not all would
be on the side of denial, for despite loud assertions to the contrary,_
there are not a few scholars who firmly hold to the plenary inspiration
of the Word-we fear that from the majority of those who pose as.
" experts" in these days, the ultimate decision would result in a
decidedly "Shorter Bible."-(From the "Quarterly Record" of the'
T1'initarian Bible Society, October, 1930.)

EFFECTUAL CALLING.
WHEN, therefore, the Scriptures ascribe that subjective change in
the sinner by which he becomes a new creature, to the call of God, it
teaches that the effect is due not to natural or moral causes, or tothe man's own agency, but simply to the power of God. Hence, as.
just said, to call is frequently in the Bible, to effect, to cause to be.
A people or an individual becomes by the call of God that which the
people or person is called to be. When God called the Hebrews to·
be His people, they became His people. When a man was called to·
be a prophet, he became a prophet. When Paul was called to be an.
apostle, he became an apostle. And those called to be saints become
saints.-Dr. Charles Bodge. ;
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"THE ALPHA AND THE OMEGA."
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
ON DECEMBER 31ST, 1905.

" I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First ana
the Last."-REVELATION xxii. 13.
MAY I say at the outset that the speaker of these words is not the
angel to whom the immediate context refers, to which we now
turn. "And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when
I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the
angel which showed m~.these things. Then saith he unto me, See
thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren
the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship
God. And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy
of this book: for the time is at hand. He that is unjust "-or unrighteous-" let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him
be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still :
and he that is holy, let him be holy still." These were the words of
the ange( And now we have ushered abruptly upon the scene another
Speaker, another voice, and claims made of Deity which no created
angel could possibly put forward. "I am Alpha and Omega, the
Beginning and the End, the First and the Last." None but Jehovah,
none but the Living God Himself could with propriety utter these
words. We find what I may term the original of them in the book
of the prophet Isaiah, where unmistakably they come from the lips
of Jehovah. ·Will you turn with me to the 41st chapter of Isaiah's
prophecy, the 4th verse: "Who bath wrought and done it, calling
the generations from the beginning ~ I the LORD "-printed in large
letters, you see, to signify Jehovah-" I Jehovah, the First, and with
the Last; I am He." And further in the same book of the prophet
Isaiah, the 44th chapter and the 6th verse: "Thus saith Jehovah,
the King of Israel, and his Redeemer" (this Israel's Redeemer) " the
Lord of hosts; I am the First, and I am the Last; and beside Me
there is no God." This is God Who speaks, and His proper titles are
these, "the First, and the Last." And these three groups of titles
which we find in the 22nd chapter of Revelation may be looked upon
as the amplification of those titles which we have given us in Isaiah's
prophecy, and which are claimed by Jehovah Himself as peculiarly
His. I dwell for a few moments on that 6th verse of the 44th chapter
of Isaiah: "Thus saith the LORD, the King of l'srael, and Israel's
Redeemer." Now that word which is translated" Redeemer," Gael,
is translated in the book of Ruth by' the word" kinsman," and it
signifies the kinsman who has the right to redeem his brethren who
may have forfeited their estate-their inheritance; he has the power
and office vested in him to redeem that which was lost. And so the
35
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Lord Jesus Christ is the Redeemer of His Church, the Kinsman of
His people, and it is His voice we hear in the 22nd of Revelatifln.
It is the voice of Jesus, the Kinsman of His people, the First-born
among many brethren, Who declares: "I am Alpha and Omega,
the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last." I think those
references sufficiently clear this preliminary point, dear friends, that
none could possibly claim that which is claimed in the 13th verse of
the last chapter of Revelation but the living God only, the Redeemer
of Israel, the Kinsman of the Lord's family. What a beautiful sidelight this fact throws upon the passage-to think that we are hearkening to the voice of Jesus Himself when we hear these words, " I am
Alpha and Omega." I need scarcely tell the youngest of my hearers
that Alpha is the first letter in the Greek alphabet, and that Omega
is the last letter in the Greek alphabet. There is no letter before
Alpha, and there is no letter after Omega. And all the letters that
intervene between Alpha and Omega are just those which, placed in
.mdless varieties of position, go to spell out the Word of God. So
by using this twofold title, "I am the Alpha and the Omega"-for
the definite article is in the Greek; not mere Alpha, and mere Omega;
nor " an Alpha" among other Alphas, but "the Alpha" and "the
Omega "-the Lord Jesus Christ speaks of Himself, I take it, as the
Depository of all Jehovah's counsels. Just as all words are found in
the alphabet, all words are comprised in the one alphabet, so, I take
it, the counsels of God, the purposes of God, the proYisions of the
€verlasting Covenant of God, all these are found in Jesus Who claims
to be the Alpha and the Omega of them all.
Then I take the next titles, " I am the Beginning and the End,"
to refer to God's works. First, His counsels, and then, secondly, His
works. "I am the Beginning of all the works of the Father." Jesus
again and again during His public ministry claimed to have been sent
here by His co-equal Father as His Mediator, the one Mediator between
God and man; that He came down here to do not some independent
will of His own, He had none, but He came to do the will of Him
Who had sent Him. And He speaks in another place of fulfilling, or
completing, or perfecting, the work His Father had given Him to
perform. And so He is spoken of in the Scriptures as the Beginning
of the ways of God. The Father committed into His hands the whole
work of creation. "All things were made by Him," the Word, the
same Word Who afterwards became flesh. "All things were made
by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was made."
The Father entrusted the work of creation to Him in the beginning
of it, and He too was the Completer of it. Not only the Beginning
but the End. It was He Who looked out at the close of the sixth day
-when He had just perfected the formation of man-looked on all
the works of His hands and His fingers, and He said of them: "Very
good." Nothing was there that could be added to the work of His
creation: He was the Beginning of it, and He too was the Completer
of it, the End of it. And so too in that inexpressibly more important
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and more glorious work of redemption we must give Him the honour,
the pre-eminence, of being the Beginner of that, and also the Perfecter
-of it. Nothing can be added to Christ's finished work of atonement
once for all made on the cross. He with His dying breath certified:
" It is finished," and none can-however much they would-add jot
or tittle to the efficacy of that accomplished work of Him Who claims
the twofold title: "I am the Beginning and the End." Jehovah is
a Rock, and His work is perfect. And this is the encouragement
.afforded in the Gospel to burdened, weary, seeking souls-that they
have to do with One Who has finished the work; that their trust,
their implicit trust, should centre in a certainty. Those who are
looking off unto Jesus to-night, believers through grace, have a
-certainty sealed to them individually regarding their soul's salvation.
" There is, therefore, now no condemnation to them that are in Christ
Jesus," they are justified freely from all things from which they could
not have been justified by the law of works. They are justified
freely through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus-a .finished
redemption. Oh, friends, how sorrowful is the fact that men in these
last days, in this twentieth century, who call themselves Christians,
who are denominated by the title, should tell us, as they are telling
l1S, that the work of Christ is only in a sense a finished work and that
they have, as priests, to make it complete; that their work, their
-offerings-their sacrificial offerings-are necessary in order to the
.sinner's coming into possession of that which Christ did. May God in
His mercy protect every mind here to-night from falling into that
.dep.dly, Christ-dishonouring falsehood. Let us, dear fellow-believers,
claim what the Lord Himself claims to be. Let us acclaim Him the
Beginning and the Ending of our soul's salvation; the Beginning and
Ending of our reconciliation unto God; the Beginning and the Ending
·of our security, so that we shall never perish, so that none shall be
.able to pluck us out of His hands either now or in the hour of death.
" I am the Beginning, I am the Ending." How forcibly this leads
·our minds to the 8th of Proverbs, to which we turn, where we hear
the same voice which we recognize, because it has the same tones,
.and our hearts respond adoringly and say, That is Jesus. I hear
the voice speaking and saying, " The Lord possessed Me in the beginning of His way, before His works of old. I was set up from everlasting,
from the beginning, or ever the earth was. When there were no
depths, I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding
with water. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was
I brought forth: while as yet He had not made the earth, nor the
fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the world. When He prepared
the heavens, I was there: when He . . . strengthened the fountains
of the deep: when He gave to the sea His decree, that the waters
should not pass His commandment: when He appointed the foundations of the earth: then I was by Him, as One brought up with Him:
.and I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him." I say we
.hear the sweet tones of the voice of Jesus Himself in these sublime
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declarations, and we worship Him with our hearts-the highest
worship-whilst thus we contemplate Him as the Beginning of the
ways of God, the Depository of all God's counsels, and the Performerof all God's works both in creation and redemption.
There yet remains a work for Him to do. God has ordained a Day
of judgment. God has ordained a time when all nations shall appearbefore Him, small and great, from all peoples and climes. They shall
appear before the great white throne on which shall sit" the AlpJ:a,.
the Omega, the Beginning, and the End." Judgment has been committed by the Father unto the Son: "that all men should honourthe Son, even as they honour the Father." That work is future ..
He is the Beginning of that judgment, and He will be the End of it.
There will be no judgment afterwards, nor will there be any possibility of revoking the sentences of His lips. Let no unbeliever to-night
trifle with that truth. When the Lord at last in those most awful
terms and tones says: "Depart from Me, ye wicked," they shalT:
depart, they must depart, nevef to retufn, never again to look upon
His face, for it is the Day of the wrath of the Lamb. "I am the End."
Yes, and the End in deciding then and there the blessedness of His.
redeemed. "Come, ye blessed of My Father, enter into the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world." To those at
His right hand-" Come," to the others, "Depart." Then a great
gulf will be fixed for all eternity to come-no commingling of the
precious with the vile any longer, no commingling of the spiritualhliving with the spiritually dead any longer. He shall separate efiectually between the chaff and the wheat. The wheat shall He gather
into His garner, but the chaff shall He burn up with unquenchable
fire. "I am the End of the judgment as well as its Beginning."
And His work will remain. His office will abide with Himself. He
will never again seek to alter the words of His lips, passed on that
awful occasion. The sentence is final, irrevocable because righteousbecause righteous. That secures the stability of the sentence. It is
a righteous sentence, and to reverse it or to modify it would be an act
of injustice and of unrighteousness. Because God is the righteous
God yesterday, and to-day, and for e\'er, His decisions or judgments
will remain. He is the End as well as the Beginning.
And then the third double title He ch·.ims for Himself--" The First
and the Last." This, I presume, refers to His Being-His Being.
He is " the First "-none before Him. "the Last "-none after Him.
He is the living God, the Origin of all ~ther life, the Source and Spring
of all other existences. It is because He lives and gave the breath
of life unto that which aforetime was inert and dead that He is called
the living God. And your faith, dear children of God, to-night centres·
in Him as the living God, He has breathed spiritual life into the work
of His own hands. "We are His workmanship," said a believer.
we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus. God has breathed
His own life into every believer here to-night. We live in Him, He
lives in us. This morning we were considering that passage in this
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:same blessed book which tells of the view that was granted to John,
the evangelist-seer, of the new Jerusalem, and he noted particularly,
« I saw no temple therein," and two reasons were assigned during
our meditation this morning why no temple could be seen there.
It was observed that a temple, properly speaking, means the residence,
or dwelling-place, of Deity. Now there is hereafter to be, as the
Scriptures reveal, a mutual indwelling of God and His redeemed
people. He is to dwell in them, they are to dwell in Him. God is
to be all in all. And that will be the wonder of heaven when God
inhabits His people in the perfection of Divine inhabitation, as never
before. That people will indeed become the wonder in the presence
-of the angels, and the principalities, and the powers in heavenly places.
" Because I live, ye shall live also," is the language of the Risen One
to the bones of His mystical body. "Because I live My body shall
live-each member of My body mystical shall live. And all My
bones shall-sooner or later-say, 0 God, who is like unto Thee ~ "
And that will be our wonder. Angels and principalities and powers
will wonder at the redeemed as the indwelt of God, and we ourselves
shall marvel in this wondrous fact, that we have put on the image of
the heavenly. The language of that passage in the 15th of the 1st
-Corinthians is quite clear and explicit on this point: "As we," believers,
" have borne the image of the earthy," that is, the first Adam, " we
,shall also bear," or wear, "the image of the heavenly One," that
is Christ, the last Adam. Yes, we are to wake up in His likeness.
What a wakening up will that be. And you know, if He comesas He is coming-personally and gloriously, it will be only the work
(and it will be His work), the work of the twinkling of an eye, to transform these people who shall be found on the earth-living saints,
waiting for and hastening unto the coming of their blessed Redeemer.
In one short moment and less they shall be transformed into His
glorious likeness. Oh, how satisfied will everyone of them be. And
you will be satisfied and I shall be satisfied. As vessels of mercy,
,as brands plucked out of the fire, as once lost sheep wandering far
from the fold of God, we shall bless the mercy that sought us, and
found us, and brought us, and kept us, and finally presented us faultless before the presence of the altogether glorious One Himself. "I
shall be satisfied." We are none of us satisfied yet. We see so little
-of His blessed likeness in ourselves. I do not say in one another,
but in mtrselves. We need not be looking to others, let us see to ourselves. As the language of the inspired writer is, "Examine yourselves,
prove your own selves." And so we mourn over the unlikeness to
-Christ which we at present find in ourselves. We are not satisfiedfar from that, we mourn over this unloveliness, this unlikeness to
'Christ, this want of heavenly-mindedness, this want of the mind that
was in Him Who though He was God and" thought it not robbery
to be equal with God, yet made Himself of no reputation," made
Himself of no reputation. Man made no reputation for Him, but
He made fpr Himself no reputation-it was not His object. His
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object was as the Servant of the Father to do the work which He had
entrusted into His mediatorial hands, and to do it in the Father's
set time. "I must finish the work. The night is coming when no
man can work, and therefore I devote :Myself to the service and thesuffering which :My Father has appointed Me, the cup which My
Father hath appointed." And so He gave Himself to suffer. He
gave Himself to service. He withheld nothing, And all this because
of the love unquenchable indwelling His heart towards those whom
the Father had entrusted into His redeeming hands. But wc shall
be like Him presently, and we are waiting for that Divine transformation in happy confidence, because He Who is" the First" is likewise
"the Last."
.. The work which His goodness bE'gan
The arm of His strength will complete."
Trust Him Who is "the Last." Trust Him Who is "the End."
Trust Him Who is "the Omega," to complete all He has promised
to do for you, and all He has promised to do in you, and all He has
promised to do by you. He will perfect the work of His own hands.
And now as we close our service, what a comfort this great truth
is to us. Time is fleeting and bearing us away with it. We continue
not in anyone stay for twenty-four hours. All around us is going
while we are gazing upon it. In the midst of life we are in the death
-in it. In the midst of the life we are in the death-we die daily.
All things within and around us are undergoing change-change-=-passing away. But we have by faith to do with Him ""ho kno\\'s no
change, no variableness, nor shadow of turning. Our years fail but
His years fail not. "Thou remainest." And this is it I would exhort
my dear fellow-believers to contemplate more constantly-:-the' unchangeableness of the Lord Jesus, the unchangeableness of His love~
the unchangeableness of His power, the unchangeableness of His
compassion. Yes, this is it-" I am the Lord, I change not; therefore
ye sons of Jacob are not consumed." It all turns on the unchangeableness of Him in Whom our faith centres, and in Whose likeness we
shall wake up at His coming.
" I am Alpha. I am Omega. I am the Beginning. I am the End.
I am the First. I am the Last."
SERMONETTE.
TRUE CHRISTMAS JOY.
"Behold, I b1·ing you good tidings of great joy."-LUKE ii. 10.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
CHRISTENDOM has, to a large extent, lost the true joy of " Christmas-Day." The day was set apart to commemorate the wondrous event
of the birth of Jesus Christ. But Who is Jesus? Before His birth~
the name" Jesus" was Divinely given for Him (a) To Mary Hismother, to whom the angel Gabriel " was sent from God," and who
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said, "Thou shalt bring forth a son, and shalt call His name Jesus"
(Luke i. 26-33), and (b) To Joseph, the husband of Mary, to whom
the angel of the Lord appeared in a dream, and said, "Thou shalt
call His name Jesus: for He shall save His people from their sins"
(Matt. i. 19-21).
This name implies that He is God the Saviour, as the Angel Gabriel
made known to Mary-" He shall be great, and shall be called the
Son of the Highest." Matthew, too, declared that Christ's birth, and
His name Jesus, fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, "Behold a virgin
shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call His
name Emmanuel; which being interpreted is, God with us" (Matt.
i. 22, 23).
At the announcement of His birth to the shepherds of Bethlehem,
" Lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord
shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel
said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord" (Luke ii.
9-11).
Let us meditate upon these words, for they tell us of the source
of true Christmas joy. Jesus, Who was born at Bethlehem, is
" A Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." He is Christ. He came to be
the Messiah of the Jews: "His own" people. He was the Anointed
One of God to be " King of the Jews," according to the announcement
to Mary: "The Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His
father David: and He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever;
and of His kingdom there shall be no end" (Luke i. 32, 33). This will
yet be fulfilled at His second Advent. But when He first came,
they rejected and crucified Him! Nevertheless, He became The
SalJiour, by His atoning death, and an ever-living Saviour by His
resurrection. "The Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the
"orld" (1 John iv. 14), and" He is able to save them to the uttermost, that come unto God by Him, seeing He eve1·liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25). This Saviour, "Christ the Lord,"
was not only born in the world, but He " came down from heaven."
He was the Son of God-God incarnate-Son of God and Son of Man,
perfect God and perfect Man. "This is a faithful saying, and worthy
of all aceeptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners"
(1 Tim:. i. 15).
Christians, then, commemorate at this season more than the birth
of Jesus, even the coming into the world of a Saviour, Who lived,
obeyed, suffered, died, and rose again to save from everlasting woe
all who trust in Him. May the reader, by the grace of God, believe
this, and then a joy will be realized that the world knows nothing
of. "Unto you therefore which believe He is precious" (1 Pet. ii. 7).

" My meditation of Him shall be sweet."-PSALM civ. 34.
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"WITH MY WHOLE HEART."
I HAVE often coveted that favour of the Spirit of God, which gives
IIis people power to seek Him with their whole heart. That is, so it
seems to me to mean, to fall consciously without reserve into His
hands; to come to the end of hope or of substance in oneself (and in
a wayin others also); to know for a moment, if not for longer, that
He is all my salvation as well as all my desire; now and here with
everything exactly as it is. It says in Jeremiah xxix. 13,14, "Ye shall
seek Me, and find Me, when ye shall search for Me with all your heart.
And I will be found of you,"-implying as it seems, a definite tangible
realization of Himself, over and above and greater than the encouragements and answers, that help and keep the hungry, sinking soul day
by day and year by year. John Newton knew that if he could but
believe all would easv be. He knew that if he could seek God with
his whole heart, God"would reveal an abundance of peace, and truth,
and joy, and rest, and satisfaction that would leave nothing to be
desired. Yet though to will was present with him, how to perform
was not present with him. That power was with the Comforter and
with Him only, Who says, "therefore wait ye upon Me. Wait, I say,
upon the Lord."
The promise of finding God as a sequel to searching for Him with
all the heart occurs in Deuteronomy iv. 29, where Israel is told that
whatever their tribulation be, even though it is brought upon them
for their own misdoings, God will not forsake them, nor forget His
undertaking to do them good. No such nation ever was, the Lord
told Israel. Who else had heard Him speaking out of the midst of
the fire and had survived it ~ Who else had been so taken out from
all others by temptations, by signs, and by the power of God and
terrors as they had ~ I thought-if all this is typical of what the
chosen generation, the peculiar people, the spiritual circumcision, go
through-no wonder that it is written, " through much tribulation ye
must enter the kingdom," and" now if needs be ye are in heaviness"
through many and varied trials. It is out of heaven that God's
promises and encouragements alid corrections come to us, that we
might know that the Lord, He is God. What a possession such a
knowledge is. l\'Iary in the garden had it. She had sought the Lord
with her whole heart, because all hope from other sources was dried up.
That is the point. And there He called her by her name, and she Him
by His. But He might say, "Seekest thou things for thyself? "great signs and terrors, such as Elijah saw, or great revelations with
the three on the holy mount? "Seek them not." Seek Him still,
He Who sees more than we do, sees the whole of a right spirit, and
the whole of a renewed heart, in a desire to be approved of Him.
David said, "with my whole heart have I sought Thee." And on
the top of the plea, fearful of what the next moment might plunge
him into, he prayed, " 0 let me not wander from Thy commandments."
What a mercy anq unspeakable comfort it is that if the Lord has
spoken to us out of heaven, and on earth we have heard Him say,
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.c'Seek ye My face," He Himself will see to it that we do so. He
does not look to His children for dispositions and improvement.s and
acquirements. He works them Himself. He dwells with the contrite
heart, and He heals the broken one. He it is, of Whom David said,
FOLLOWER-ON.
" I will praise Thee with my whole heart."

"WE SEE NOT YET ALL THINGS.
BUT WE SEE JESUS."
THE last month in 1930. What a strange year it has been in a
seething atmosphere of world unrest, world tragedies and world upheavals; almost a fulfilment of Luke xxi. 25-28: "Upon the earth
-distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring;
men's hearts failing for fear, and for looking after those things which
.are coming on the earth; for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.
And then shall they see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with powe1'
,and great glory." And do note this, dear reader, " And when these
things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for
your redemption draweth nigh." Now is the time to look up, not
around. Lift up your heads, don't bend them down with fear and
.apprehension. Why ~ "For your redemption draweth nigh "-not
,only the chosen seed of Israel but Gentiles also. (See Ephes. iii. 3).
" By revelation He made known unto me the mystery" (verse 6),
" That the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and
partakers of His promise in Christ by the Gospel." So we share with
the Jews the same blessed hope. Their deliverance is blended with
·ours when they and we " shall see the Son of Man coming in a cloud
with power and great glory." The believing Jews and Gentiles
together share the longing and the joy of the returning Saviour. "We
see not yet," not yet all put under Him. But the very words" not
yet," imply a fuller, clearer light. "He that shall come will come
.and will not tarry." He will come swiftly for His beloved and ransomed
,ones. "He cometh leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the
hills," says the bride in Cant. ii. 8. Not as we do in natural climbing,
with weary, cautious steps, and feeling the possibilities of the rough
ground under our feet. No," I come quickly," His last message to
His Church. And so He comes with joyous, eager leaping and
skipping.
Looking round on our earthly position, we see confusion. Looking
'upward, we see the everlasting Covenant, ordered in all things and
sure. Not yet do we see all things put under His feet. The attitude
,of defiance and enmity is very painfully beheld. "But," oh these
glorious" but's," "we see JESUS," our eyes will behold Him. He is
.crowned with glory and honour.
Since I last wrote for this dear magazine, one of our loved readers
in California has been gathered Home. Dear Mrs. Jones has loved
.and read with us, and now she knows all the sweetness of " What it is
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to be there," the" far better," the being with Christ. She sent a
photograph to me last Christmas, as depicting herself in her very
beautiful garden, standing by her pretty chair, holding in her hand a
pamphlet, apparently reading it with thoughtful mien. On the
opposite side are written the well-known linesThe sands of time are sinking,
The dawn of Heaven breaks,
The summer morn rve sighed for,
The fair sweet morn awakes.
Dark, dark hath been the midnight,
But dayspring is at hand,
And glory, glory dwelleth
In Immanuel's Land "
She had been in indifferent health and pain for a long time, and her
spirit longed for more assurance from her loved and loving Lord.
Her very devoted daughter wrote to me of her last hours. She had
a scroll text in sight as she was in bed. She often gazed on it, till her
eyesight failed, and it was amongst her last thoughts. The words
were, " He hath said, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." Her
face lighted up when it was repeated to her a few hours before she
passed away. She felt the blessedness of the" HE." We had sweet
communion on earth together when she was in England and subsequently by letters which continued up to September la t. She ,,-as
a real valiant for truth, and was constantly witnessing by word and
pen for Christ. May He comfort her beloved daughter with the
comfort which only He can and does bestow. Ere long we shall all
be " gathered together," and unite in praises, "unto Him that loved
us, and washed us from our sins in His Own blood."
We have rejoiced in many mercies, many deliverances, many blessings during this year so near its close. If we could each tell our tale
of the year, we should relate many instances of sweetest communion
with Him, many grantings of requests made known unto Him. He
has softened hearts and guided - every step of the way, and His
preventing mercies have been His sweetest guiding mercies, and from
the heart we sing and always ever shall sing, "His mercy endureth
for ever."
NETTlE.

" THEY have taken one' Woe' off me since I have been in this neighbourhood: 'Woe unto you, when all men speak well of you! for so
did their fathers of the false prophets.' "-W. Tiptaft.
" A PRAYING Church and a watchful Church must flourish. When it
becomes cold and lukewarm, when prayer is restrained and it ceases
to be watchful, then the great adversary gains an advantage, and
everything that is miserable creeps in, to the grief of God's children,
to the joy of the world, and to the destruction of souls."-J. C. Philpot.
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CHRISTMAS CHEER.
A VERY happy Christma.s to all my young readers, most of whom are·
in the' British Isles, whilst others are as far away as Australia, New
Zealand and Tasmania, and others at varying distances between. Is
it not lovely to realize that" In His Hand are all the corners of the
earth"? A young C.LM. missionary landed in China at Shanghai
a week before Christmas, and of course felt lonely in his strango surroundings. He, however, wrote home to tell of the thoughtful kindness
received in the shape of Christmas cards and small gifts from all the
kind friends resident at the Mission House, so that he might feel that
he was not forgotten. This reminds me of an elderly lady, a mission:uy just about to return to her work in China, who, with beaming {ace,
remarked to 111e-" There will be a welcome for us at Shanghai."
Now this happy spirit of kindness and love should be specially shown
by you all if you are seeking to bring joy to the hearts of others at
Cluistm?s time. We know that in all our Hospitals and Nursing
Homes, special efforts are made to giye every patient a Lappy Christma,. Some of my young readers are nurses, or engaged in other "ays
which .will prevent you from meeting with your dear ones at home at
Christmas time. In ministering, however, to the happiness of others,
you may be sure of happiness in your own hearts.
Those of my young readers who are still at school will be eagerly
looking forward to the Christmas holidays. I know a girl who was
counting up the intervening weeks to the holidays soon after the term
began!
\Yhen you do get home, boys and girls, take care that your thoughtfulness for others does good to all around. Those of my young
readers, who are older, and engaged in various ways, will doubtless
arrange, wherever possible, to be at home at this season. Wherever'
you are, however, if you have been led by the Holy Spirit to flee for
refuge to the Lord Jesus Christ, and are trusting in Him as your own
Saviour and Lord, you may look forward to a truly happy Christmas..
I hope that you will all find time to read afresh the lovely Christmas
story given to us in the second chapter of St. Luke's Gospel.
How very remarkable it is that the joyful tidings of the birth of our
Sayiour were first made to that group of humble shepherds, watching
over their flocks by night! It is no wonder that they were sore afraid
when the glory of the Lord shone round about them, and they heard
the voice of the Angelic messenger. How gracious and tender were
his opening words-" Fear not!" Then he showed them what great
reason there was for them to r/':joice instead of to fear. "Behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, Which is
Christ the Lord" (Luke ii. 10, 11).
Then the angel told them how and where they would find this won--
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-drous Child, and as soon as he had delivered his message, there appeared
with the angel a multitude of angels praising God. The shepherds
heard them saying, " Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
goodwill towards men."
When the angels had gone away from them into Heaven, the shepherds, fully believing what they had heard, decided to go at once and
find the Saviour, of Whom they had been told. They found Him laid
in a manger in a stable at Bethlehem, and soon they were making
known abroad what they had been told of Jesus, the Son of God.
What great joy possessed the hearts of the shepherds as they" returned
glorifying and praising God for all the things they bad beard and
.seen !" Well may we rejoice!
E. A. H.
FREE-WILL Al\l]) ELECTION-A TESTIMONY.
correspondent writes :" DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,
" I have the pleasure to enclose herewith a donation of 5s. to the
·GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund from my mother and myself.
" May I say how much we love the MAGAZINE and value its reading?
We have been regular readers of it for several years, and I have often
felt I would like to send you a word of appreciation. One would be
only too pleased to send a larger donation if it were possible.
" The very first copy we had we passed on to a lady who liked the
.MAGAZINE so much that she ordered it for herself.
"Much light has been vouchsafed to me through its pages, and
particularly on the doctrine of election. When we first began to take
in the MAGAZINE I was in much perplexity of mind concerning freewill and election. The former I began to consider unscriptural, and
the latter I could not comprehend. I was but young in years, and also
in experience. vVith the coming of the MAGAZINE came wonderful
light, dispelling my darkness, and now I rejoice in the doctrine at
which I once stumbled.
" It is amazing how many of the Evangelical clergy to-day preach
free-will, even those who are considered sound in doctrine. It seems
to me that the only choice before the laity to-day is Modernism,
Ritualism, and Free-will. Only one minister of the Gospel here and
-there preaches a pure, unadulterated doctrine.
" I trust you will pardon this encroachment on your time, but I
thought you would like to know how God is graciously using the
MAGAZINE."
A

KIND

"To feel our deep need of forgiveness and reconciliation is God's
gift; to see that there is a Saviour provided, Who by His life and
.death put away sin and brought in everlasting righteousness, is God's
gift; to lay hold of and believe on this Saviour, so precisely suited
-to our lost and condemned state, is God's gift."-J. C. Philpot.
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In ;ftlemOtialll.
THE LATE MR. HENRY WILES, THE SCULPTOR.
By HIS NEPHEW, MR. JAMES W. WILES, M.A., CHRIST'S COLLEGE,
CAMBRIDGE.
HEXRY WILES, the Sculptor, was born in Cambridge on the 10th of
November, 1838, being the eldest son of John and Eliza Wiles, who'
by the grace of God were both spared to live long and honourable lives
in the ancient university town-his father indeed attained to within
three years of his hundredth year, and was a man of singular geniality,
unselfishness and tenderness of heart.. His mother was ever a quiet
woman, caring nothing for display, who-especially >l.fter her conversion to God-was distinguished for her meekness and gentleness of
spirit. Looking back upon early years, Henry Wiles often used to
say, " God gave me good parents, a kindly and honourable father, and
a mother who feared and loved God."
Friends and relatives have often been heard to relate how early in
life, even from earliest childhood, Henry Wiles began to show his
remarkable gifts as an artist. The word" artist" is often so degraded
that we do not always appreciate as we might the true dignity of the
artist's vocation when exercised in the fear of God. In the Old Testament much reference is to be found to the arts and crafts, and to wisehearted women who knew how artistically to use a deft needle. Looking around to-day upon the lack of reverence-if not even the frequent
lack of ordinary modesty-of our prevalent art, one may thank God
for His restraining, His guiding and His inspiring grace in the life of
Henry Wiles as an artist. Living to within three months of his ninetysecond birthday, he was allowed over a period of well nigh seventy
yeus to magnify the Lord in this particular sphere. From the day
that he was admitted a. student at the Royr.1 Academy, on the 21st
April, 1865, he never once whittled away his convictions or in any way
pandered to the world. He felt that he had it in him to secure the
R.A. Gold Medal with the Fifty Guineas Honorarium for Sculpture,
but if God should see fit to grant him that honour, he determined that
it should be won with a subject taken from the Word of God. Two
years later (in 1867), having passed all the various tests and classes,
he obtained the Medal and the Fifty Guinea Prize with his group of
sculpture depicting Herod's "Massacre of the Innocents "-" In
Ramah was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great
mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not" (St. Matt. ii. 18).
The following year, 1868, was remarkable in at least two directions:
he married in the month of June, Miss Mary Ann Harper, of Cambridge. A sweet and clever girl, who had enjoyed a happy and
pronouncedly Christian home, Miss Harper, henceforward Mrs. Henry
Wiles, became the true companion and helpmeet of her husband.
In Cambridge she was always distinguished for a certain charm and
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grace of character-united to an unassuming piety, which had its
spring in a secret life of prayer, study of the Scriptures and communion
with God. But the year 1868 was remarkable not only for this happy
marriage-yielding a companionship of close upon forty years-but
'also for his clear and definite call by Grace. He would say, to quote
his own words-" I was born again in the year 1868, and called by
'Grace under l\'[r. Hemington."
That this was no light matter with him is clear from the various
letters, notes and diary jottings which he made \\"ith characteristic
-terseness and brevity throughout his unusually long life. For instance,
under the year 1869, occurs the entry:
" In April heard Mr. Hemington well at Gower Street, from these
words, ' Create in me a clean heart, 0 God, and renew a right spirit
'within me.' Felt this to be my prayer within me."
Again, under the same year:
" About this time my brother John and I read together Romaine's
Letters, The Pilgrim's Progress, Philpot's Sermons, and the Scriptures."
Again:
" October, 1869. Heard l\'[r. Hazlerigg preach from Song of Solomon,
·chapter ii, verse 14, , 0 my dove, that art in the clefts of the Rock.'
He said: 'A great many professors only settle upon the outside of the
Rock; they are not put in the cleft, which is the only safe place.' "
It may be added that this section of the diary also records the very
h&ppy marriage of his brother John Wiles, a few years his junior, who
recently entered into rest, having enjoyed exactly six(\' years of
unbroken harmony with his brother H-eliry. Between the two
brothers there was a remarkable affinity, both 'in nature and in grace.
There are many affectionate references also to his younger brother,
.Joseph Pitts Wiles, who brilliantly distingUished himself as a mathematician at Trinity College, Cambridge, after:hfiving sacrificed the brightest
prospects in another sphere of study, for' conscience sake, being at this
time under deep conviction of sin. These papers also contain various
unpublished hymns written by his younger brother, for whol11 he
always cherished the tenderest regard, though in natural gifts and
.also in temperament two brothers could hardly have been more strikingly diverse.
Henry's Diary abounds at this time in reflections manifesting a deep
humility before God-utterly unsuspected by the world-who observed
·only his manly, vigorous and humorous exterior. No one would
gather, for instance, that in December, 1869, he had been awarded at
the Royal Academy the much coveted "Travelling Studentship,"
tenable two years in Italy, along with an Award in Gold of 260 Guineas,
for his sculpture, "The Expulsion from Paradise," upon the base of
which he inscribed a quotation from Milton"They, hand in hand, with wandering steps and slow.
Through Eden took their solitary way."

It was indeed a marvellously impressive piece of sculpture; alike
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impressive for the" man in the street" and the trained and critical
technical observer. Walking through the Academy, the great lVIillais,
having lingered before various fine pieces of work, came upon" The
Expulsion from Paradise." Standing before it, he exclaimed, " Those
.are good, but this is . . . it is consummate."
Upon this success-which had been coveted by the greatest artists
of the day-his brother John wrote to him a truly delightful letter of
·congratulation. In view of their long period of sixty years of unbroken
-communion, intellectual and spiritual, as "new creations in Christ
Jesus," it is particularly interesting to notice in a letter dated from
.stoke Newington, March 11th, 1870, the following sentence, which
happily proved to be prophetic:" I trust that it may ever be ours all through life to be Brothers;
that we may ever be kept from all envyings, selfishness, jealousies and
bickerings over poor, empty, temporal things: and this we most surely
shall be, if we are Brothers." (The words in italics are those underlined in the original letter.)
In days when so many people seem to find satisfaction in the contemplation of their distant progenitors as apes, it is both a rebuke and an
inspiration to stand before" The Expulsion from Paradise." As one
beholder remarked years after, upon his memory being refreshed by
seeing an old photograph of the work, " How deeply and sincerely he
had thought; how deeply the Lord Himself must have taught him
before his fingers could bring out of that white Carrara marble all the
J>oignancy and the tragedy of those early verses of Genesis."
By the grace of God and the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit shining
into his heart through the Word, Henry Wiles was early extricated
from a false opinion of human merit, being divinely taught that everything comes from grace, and he embraced this great and glorious news
with all his heart. In regard t-o the life of a congregation of believers
in the Lord Jesus Christ, he held tenaciously amid all the temptations
~nd blandishments of the world of art and the still more seductive
errors of the" religious world," that the life of a true Church of God
must ever be marked by three immediately recognizable features,
namely: (i) The true preaching of the Gospel; (ii) A true administration of the Ordinance of Baptism; and (iii) A true keeping of the
Ordinance of the Lord's Supper. Many people regarded him as " old
fashioned and narrow" and frankly told him so, but in regard to
these three convictions, which he ever said he had been divinely taught
:from Scripture, he remained firm as a rock, sometimes hard as steel.
But it is only just to say, that even when people thought him unduly
" narrow," he was never unkind, was ever ready to do any man a good
turn, took the widest interest in all legitimate natural science, was
passionately fond of animal pets, and to the weak and to the poor as
well as to all women he was chivalrous and courteous to a degree now,
:alas! all too rare. Moreover, if Henry Wiles required an uncompromising fidelity to the plain commands of the Word of Life from his
:family or his more intimate friends, such a requirement was always
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associateu in him with a kindly human sympathy in the little affairs
of daily life-and was, above all, accompanied by an uncompromising
severity towards himself.
Mention has been made of brilliant successes at the Royal Academy:
he never himself talked about theee; nor did he ever talk about all
that he had given up. With the burden of a large family-five boys
-and three daughters-he chose for years daily anxiety in regard to
temporal things rather than prostitute his undoubted genius at the
bidding of the world. It was remarked again and again in Cambridge
University that whatever he touched as an artist, bore somehow the
imprint of his deep reverence and worship as a Christian. For
example, out of a large and costly block of white marble he wrought
in sculpture another scene from Scripture: "Ruth refusing to leave
Naomi "-" Entreat me not to leave thee, for where thou goest I will
go; thy God shall be my God, and thy people my people."
Reference has been made to the spirituality marking his piece of
sculpture, "The Expulsion from Paradise." This characteristic was
no mere accident. In his own spiritual life, while repudiating priestcraft and ritualism upon the one hand, he abhorred not less, upon
the other hand, the self-sufficient rationalism which he felt to be
growing around him with the passing of the years. Naturally fond of
delving into Nature's secrets himself, he welcomed the unprecedented
progress made in scientific knowledge in so far as it furnished additional insight into the works of God in creation. But when he eaw
that this progress was beginning to stir in many minds the desire-a
blind and a mad desire having Diabolos as its Author, as he always
declared-to explain nature and creation apart from God, he was
deeply wounded and pained in spirit. He never spoke bitterly, however, nor did he waste time in mere words or idle protest; he studied
the works of God. in nature all the more patiently and deeply, bringing
up all his boys and girls to reverence and adore the wisdom of the
Creator as they beheld the infinitude of that wisdom in Creation,.
whether in the infinitely great or the infinitely small.
Henry Wiles was just twenty-one when Charles Darwin published his
book, The Origin of Species. Living another seventy years after theappearance of this famous work, he had ample opportunity of observing what he had all along foreseen, namely, that those professing
Christian people who blindly handed themselves over to the" Evolutionary hypothesis" and" descent from the ape," were in a fair way
to involve themselves in the throwing-over of all revealed knowledge
altogether. He found in the Scriptures that the revelation of God
begins with creation as the work of God, without which there could
have been no Fall of His creature, man. And if there never had been
any Fall, he could not see the need nor indeed the possibility of human.
Redemption!
But with the clear and unsophisticated vision of faith, he found that
the patent facts of human life corroborated only too clearly the Scripture record of the Fall of man, and the Great War was to him but one
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lnore clear evidence of the sinful man's dire need of a Saviour. He
perceived great spiritual forces in the unseen world behind the death~ealing inventions of the Great War, 1914-18. At the same time,
he accepted with clear common-sense the teaching of the apostle in
-the Letter to the Romans in regard to " the sword" and " the Powers
that be," holding the defence of the realm to be a clear and bounden
~uty and repudiating the reasoning of the" conscientious objector"
in general, though he admired the sincerity and moral courage of some
individuals in their ranks. Two of his sons were officers in the British
Army, both being spared to greet him well and strong at the close of
the War.
Feelingly recorded in the Diary is the death of Mr. Philpot at the
-close of 1869, just before he started for Italy, to pursue his studies in
Art and Sculpture. It was just nine years afterwards that he preached
his first sermon at " the Room in Eden Street," after which he ministered regularly to lowly groups of God's people in the eastern counties
for over thirty years. His great joy was to magnify the saving grace
of God, and to exalt the Lord Jesus Christ. He recognized only one
basis as possible for Church fellowship, namely, salvation, and he had
.a positive abhorrence of garrulous religiosity. He loved to seek out
the lowliest and most humble of the sheep and to exalt with them" the
Good Shepherd." All this was done while accomplishing portraiture
in marble of the very first order: much of his work has an honoured
place in Cambridge University, including the renowned and stately
Library of Trinity College as well as the Fitzwilliam Museum.
He lost Lis faithful and sagacious partner in life on September 22nd,
1907, and a certain door of his heart was closed never to be re·opened this side of the grave. He uttered scarce a word, beyond this:
"The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name
<If the Lord."
He himself entered into the joy of his Lord with scarcely a perceptible
sigh on the afternoon of Monday, August 11th, 1930, in the ninetysecond year of his life, never having been really ill-taking his daily
walks almost to the last. He expressed a wish that the funeral service
should be of the simplest possible character, and that if his old and
highly esteemed friend, Mr. J. K. Popham, of Brighton, should be
unable to come so long a distance, or it should be in any wise incon• venient, another dear friend of longstanding, much beloved in the Lord,
.Mr. Wiles, of St. Ives, should commit his earthly remains to the ground.
He directed that upon the tombstone should be engraved the words:
",To be with Christ which is far better."
".Bless the Lord, 0 my soul."

EVERY quickened and converted person is a miracle of sovereign
-grace, a trophy of Divine power, an evidence of everlasting love and
<If the everlasting love of the Lord Jesus.-Mr. J. K. Popharn.
36
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THE LATE SIR GEORGE GAMBLIN.

WE have received a letter informing us of the passing away of Sir
George Gamblin, of Nassau, N.P., Bahamas. We understand that
he was much beloved and highly respected by the people of Nassau,.
and that all the business places were closed on the occasion of his
funeral. The GOSPEL MAGAZINE has been regularly sent to him for
some years, and we trust that the truths set forth therein were valued
by him. He passed away on October 2. We tender our sincere
Christian sympathy to his relatives.

(!torresponlJcuCf.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We are now fast approaching Christmas, and I shaH
be glad to receive as many parcels of books, Bibles, etc., in the first
week in December as our friends can send for our despatches to the
Home stations. There is a very great need for good literature_
Remember our lads and men in the Royal Na\-y, Army and Air-force.
A Chaplain writes: "Your parcel with books arrived to-da~-. Thank
you so much for them. They are a good sound collection and our
workers will use them with pleasure." Parcels should be sent to me~
Carriage Paid, at the under-mentioned address. May the Lord very
richly bless the Gospel Magazine in the coming year, should He tarry.
Yours sincerely,
21, Fi1jield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, November, 1930.
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FAITH IN FOURTEENTH-CENTURY ENGLAND.
By MR. S. LEIGH HUNT.
WHERE was Protestantism before the Reformation 1 True, the term
as at present used may be said to have originated at a Diet of Spires
some four centuries ago, but even as there were Christians before
Antioch, so there were Protestants before Spires (2 Chron. xxiv. 14-,
Vulgate), and Reformers before the Reformation. Our covenantkeeping God has never left Himself without witness. In the darkest
·da.ys, when truth seemed to have well-nigh perished from the earth,
He was pleased to raise up faithful men, who, amid fierce persecutions,
held forth the Word of life, shining as lights in the midst of a crooked
and perverse generation.
Perhaps no period of English history was so dark in regard to
.spiritual matters as the fourteenth century. Foxe, the martyrologist,
gives a graphic account of the superstition of the time. "After the
Pope's' Catholic religion,' " he says, .• a true Christian man is thus
·defined: first to be baptized in the Latin tongue (where the godfathers
profess they cannot tell what); then confirmed by the bishop; the
mother of the child to be purified; after he be grown in years, then
-to come to the church; to keep his fasting days; to fast the Lent;
to come under Benedicite (i.e., to be confessed of the priest); to do
his penance; at Easter to take his rites; to hear mass and Divine
. service; to set up candles before images; to creep to the cross; to
take holy bread and holy water; to go in procession; to carry his
palms and candle, and to take ashes; to fast the ember-days, rogationdays, and vigils; to keep the holidays; to pay his tithes and offering
days; to go on pilgrimage; to buy pardons; to worship his Maker
over the priest's head; to receive the Pope for his supreme head,
and to obey his laws; to receive St. Nicholas' clerks; to have his
beads, and to give to the high altar; to take orders; if he will be a
priest, to say his matins, to sing his mass, to lift up fair, to keep his
vow, and not to marry; when he is sick to be annealed, and to take
the rites of the holy Church; to be buried in the churchyard; to be
rung for; to be sung for; to be buried in a friar's cowl; to find a
soul-priest, etc. All which points being observed, who can deny but
this is a devout man, and a perfect • Christian Catholic' 1 " (Acts
and Monuments, i. 86).
Among those who protested for truth in fourteenth-century England
was Thomas Bradwardine (1290-1349), surnamed the "Profound
Doctor." Born at Heathfield in Sussex, he was educated at Chichester
-and at Merton College, Oxford, where, he says, "I lived a vain fool,
far from the true knowledge of God, and held captive by opposing
-error. From time to time I heard theologians treating of grace and
freewill, and the Pelagians seemed to me to have the best of the
~ugument. For I rarely heard anything said of grace in the lectures
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of the philosophers, save in an ambiguous sense, but every day they
taught that we are masters of our own free acts, that it stands in our
power to do either good or evil, to be either virtuous or vicious, and
such like. And when I heard now and then in church a passage
read from the apostle, extolling grace and humbling freewill (e.g.~
that word in Romans ix. 16), such teaching displeased me, for towards
grace I was still graceless. I thought also with the Manichreans that
the Apostle, being a man, might possibly err from the truth in any
point of doctrine. But afterwards, and before I had become a student
of theology, the truth before lJ.lentioned struck upon me like a beam
of grace. It seemed as if I beheld in the distance, under a transparent
image of truth, Divine grace preceding all good works both in time
and nature, i.e., the gracious will of God both willing that a man
should be saved, then working this in him, God being in all movements
the Prime Mover. Wherefore also I give thanks to Him Who freely
gave me this grace" (De causa Dei, i, 308).
In 1339 Bradwardine was appointed chaplain to Edward Ill, whO'
ten years later nominated him to the see of Canterbury. The new
archbishop proceeded to the court of Clement VI at Avignon, where
he was treated with ignominy by the officials, in particular by Cardinal
de Tudela, a kinsman of the Pope. The plague was raging at the
time, fires being kept burning night and day in the papal palace.
On August 19, 1349, Bradwardine landed at Dover, having walked
from Avignon to Calais, and a week later he succumbed to the Black
Death.
His works, to which Chaucer makes allusion in the Cante1·bmy Tales,
were published by Archbishop Abbot in 1618 under the title of The
Cause of God against Pelagius. "What multitudes," the author
laments in his preface, " join with Pelagius in contending for freewill,
fighting against absolutely free grace! By how many is unmerited
grace regarded with scorn, while they proudly insist that freewill is
sufficient for salvation!" Even the regenerate could not conquer a
single temptation" without a fresh supply of grace" (ii. 5). Were
this not the case, "the number' of the elect would depend more on
man than on God" (ibid. 6). "Why did David pray for the final
perseverance of the people (1 Chron. xxix. 18) if it were not the gift
of God, but acquirable by every man's own powers ~ As David
besought the Lord for the preservation of His people, so also did our"
mystical David, saying: 'Holy Father, keep through Thine own
name those whom Thou hast given Me ' " (ibid. ii. 8). Commenting
on Jeremiah xxxii. 37-40, he says: "Final perseverance, i.e., departure from evil and continuance in good to the end of our days, by
virtue of that everlasting Covenant which secures us against revolting"
from the Lord, neither takes its rise from, nor is carried on by man,.
but is from and by God Himself. Hence Augustine, in his treatise,.
De bono perseverentiti, observes that in the above Scripture, God
promises perseverance to His people, saying: 'I will put My fear
in their hearts, that they shall not depart from Me.' What is this~
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asks Augustine, but to affirm that the fear which He shall put in their
hearts, shall be so great that they shall persevere in adherence to<
Him ? " (1·bid.).
Julian of Norwich (1342-1442), whose writings were suspected of
, heresy" by contemporary ecclesiastics, was a firm believer in truths
which to-day are termed" Calvinistic." "Nothing is done by chance
or adventure," she declared, "but all things according to the foreknowledge of God" (Revelations of Divine Love, xi. 33). "His purpose
rhangeth never, for there was nothing unknown to Him, from the
beginning. All things were set in order ere anything was made, and
no manner of thing shall fail of His plans" (ibid. 35). Concerning
, chosen souls" she writes: "God never began to love them; for
as they shall be in endless bliss (fulfilling the joy of God in His works),
e,en so have they been in the foresight of God, known and loved,
without beginning, in His rightful intent: and by the endless intent
and assent and full accord of the Trinity, the mid Person would be
Ground and Head of this fair kind, out of Whom we be all come, in
Whom we be all enclosed, unto Whom we shall all go" (ibid. liii. 143).
" The satisfaction of Christ is more pleasing to the blessed Godhead,.
and more efficacious for men's salvation without comparison, than
eYer was the sin of Adam harmful" (ibid. xxix. 72). "This was my
marvel, that I saw our Lord God showing us no more blame than if
we were as clean and holy as the angels in heaven" (ibid. 1. 21).
" These words were showed well tenderly, showing no more blame to
me, nor to any that shall be saved" (Comfortable Words for Christ's'
Lovers, 77).
The author of the anonymous poem called the Pearl, a Lancastrian
who wrote about 1370, was deeply imbued with Evangelical theology.
"The grace of God is great enough," he loved to repeat (lines 366,
612, 624, 660), and in the bliss which it assured all thought of " merit"
was forgotten (stanza xxxviii. sqq.). "I am wholly His: His praise..
His price, His peerlessness, are root and ground of all my bliss" (lines.
418-420). The doctrine of justification is thus expressed in stanza
lix. :" 'Twas said of one, I known well whom,
David in Psalter that never lied,
'Lord, draw never Thy servant to doom,
For none living to Thee is justified.'
Wherefore to court when thou shalt come
iVhere all our causes shall be tried,
Think on this text, to wrath give room;
And leave thy fancied rights aside.
So He on tree that bloody died,
Whose hands the cruel nails did bite,
Grant thee to pass at that solemn tide
By innocence, and not by right."

Other witnesses who flourished in the century were Richard Rolle..
of Hampole (1300-1344), who translated the Psalter and wrote a.
commentary on the same; John Myrc, of Lilleshall, who insisted
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that" men be saved by the merit of Christ's Passion, and in no other
way at all" (Instructions, 1721); and, most famous of all, John
Wyclif (1320-1384), the" Evangelical Doctor" whose" Calvinism"
is too well known to require proof.
The Evangelical Movement- of the fourteenth century has not
received the attention which it deserves. Those who took part in it
made no claim to immunity from error, yet surely God was with them
and in them by His Holy Spirit, teaching them the truths revealed
in His Word, and through their testimony preparing men's minds for
the greater light of the glorious Reformation.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE results of the Sales of Work held in the interest of the Society
nave been very encouraging, especially considering the depression
which exists. The Committee are grateful to the many friends who
have organized and supported the Sales and thus rendered valuable
help.
The Annual Meeting of the Eastbourne Auxiliary took place on
Oct. 29th at Grove Road Baptist Chapel, the President of the Auxiliary,
:i\'Ir. Henry Popham, presiding. Interesting det;>.ils were given of the
past year's work by the local Hon. Treawrer, 3'11". Blinkhorn, and
local Hon. Secretary, Mr. Miller. Appropriate addresses were given
by Mr. H. Rogers and Mr. Barford, and the Secretary expressed the
thanks of the Committee for the assistance rendered by the Auxiliary.
There are now 1068 pensioners on the books of the Society and the
'Committee would be glad to have the co-operation of other friends,
by their becoming Annual Subscribers to the funds.
Meetings will (D.V.) be held as follows: A Sale of Work at Horley,
Surrey, on the 3rd, and at Croydon on the 4th; on the 11th in the
.evening a Meeting at the Old Baptist Chapel, Guildford, when friends,
will be warmly welcomed.

lltebtews anll j}.nticrs of 13ooks.
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND ALMANAC FOR 1931. Price 2d., or bound in
cloth 9d., postage extra. (Church Association, 13 and 14,
Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.)
This is the 43rd year of the issue of this handy and useful Almanac.
It contains all the mmal information which has been a regular feature
-d this Almanac. On its opening page is a spiritual address by the
Rev. G. H. Lunn. Then follow the King's Protestant Declaration,
the Coronation Oath, much useful information about the Church
Association and the teaching of the Ritualists, the National Assembly
and Parochial Church Councils. There is also a list of the Home and
-Colonial Bishops and of the Chief Officers of State. It is an almanac
·which every Protestant Churchman should possess.
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THE SECEDERS. By J. H. Philpot, M.D. Pp. 352. Price 7s. 6d.,
postage 6d. Special edition in superior binding, 12s. 6d., postage
6d. (C. J. Farncombe & Sons Ltd., 30, Imperial Buildings,
Ludgate Circus, London, KC. 4.) .
By " the Seceders" is meant the famous J. C. Philpot, j\'1.A., Fellow
of Worcester College, Oxford (1827-1835), and William Tiptaft, M.A.,
of St. John's College, Cambridge, who was Vicar of Sutton Courtney,
Berks, 1829-1831.
Both these men were clergymen of the Church of England and both
were university men.
After ministering for some time to crowded congregations the word
of life, and being much used of God, they felt conscientiously impelled
to sever their connection with the Church of England, and to cast
in their lot with the Particular or Strict Baptists.
We cannot but admire the courage and self-denial which this step
involved. Mr. Philpot resigned his Fellowship of Worcester College
and the salary which was connected with that position, and Mr. Tiptaft
resigned his living and his comfortable vicarage, and both went forth
ready to endure hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ, and to suffer
affliction with the despised people of God. Many excellent and faithful clergymen who preached and valued the great doctrines of grace
for which :!\1r. Philpot and Mr. Tiptaft stood did not feel called upon
to secede from the Church of England, feeling no doubt that its
Thirty-nine Articles were true to those doctrines. Such men as
Toplady and the late Dr. Doudney, and James Ormiston (all formerly
Editors of this MAGAZINE) may be mentioned in this connection.
Al! the same we greatly honour these two seceders who courageousiy
took the step to which they felt impelled by conscientious and deep
convictions, and we thank God for their faithful testimony, and for
the great blessing which attended their labours.
The author of this handsome and well-illustrated volume is the son
of the late J. C. Philpot. He has reached the age of four-score years
and has been spending his leisure in producing this deeply interesting
volume. The first 140 pages are occupied with a biographical account
of J. C. Philpot and William Tiptaft.. The author very ably does
for these two men of the first half of the nineteenth century what
Bishop J. C. Ryle did for the Christian leaders of the eighteenth
century. Vve have read his account with deep interest and we warmly
commend the volume to our readers.
Pages 142 to 248 are occupied with fifty-three letters from the pen
of William Tiptaft. They show what manner of man he was. William
Tiptaft died on August 17th, 1864, aged only 61. Above the pulpit
of Abbey Chapel, Abingdon, where he had preached Ior more than
thirty years, a tablet declares that he had "boldly, faithfully, and
experimentally preached the glorious and blessed truths of the everlasting Gospel," and that at the same time he had adorned the doctrine
which he preached" by a most godly, self-denying, and circumspect
life." Then follows a choice selection of letters from the pen of J. C.
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"Philpot, thirty-one in number. Amongst these is his letter to the
Provost of 'Vorcester College, Oxford, on the occasion of his secession.
It is most interesting to notice that James Prince Lee, the first Bishop
-of Manchester, was one of Mr. Philpot's classmates, and that :Mr.
Philpot knew well the two Newmans, one of whom became a. cardinal,
and that Mr. Philpot was ordained at the same time as the famous
Tractarian, Dr. E. B. Pusey.
Although Mr. Philpot was a decided Baptist he wrote, "I can
.stretch my hand across the water to God's children, whose eyes are
not open to see the ordinance, while there are thousands of Baptists
to whom I would not willingly hand a chair" (p. 316). Both these
seceders were what is commonly called Calvinists, but they had no
sympathy with merely doctrinal Calvinists-men strong in doctrine
but often spiritually dead and lacking an experimental acquaintance
with their own lost condition by nature, and with the rich provision
laid up in Christ for all who truly believe on Him. Mr. Philpot
writes, "I could see, plainer than ever, that dead Calvinism is the
best weapon Satan has to harden the hearts and sear the consciences
of unhumbled professors" (p. 319). Tiptaft writes, "You will find
many who will talk to you upon the Calvinistic points, who know
110thing of the vital power of them in their own souls" (p. 173).
The sermons of these two faithful men were evidently most searching
.and discriminating. Almost wherever they went crowds came for
many miles around to hear the word at their lips, and God greatly
.honoured their testimony. All ministers and others might learn .-ery
much from this volume and we warmly recommend it to our readers.
WE have received.a pamphlet ent~tled CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH,
by Rev. James Tolland, of Kirkpatrick Memorial Presbyterian Church,
Ormiston, Belfast. It is a sermon preached by him on August 10
last. It can be had for 2d. from the Sovereign Grace Union, The
Parsonage, 98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.
-GOSPEL ECHOES. Edited by Clement Wileman. Price Is. Stiff
picture covers, 6d. Postage. 2d. (Clement Wileman, 27, Sydney
Grove, Hendon, London, N.W.4.)
Gospel Echoes is a monthly illustrated messenger, published at
~d. The monthly issues for 1930 are now bound up in one volume,
printed on art paper and fully illustrated. Gospel truth is presented
therein in a striking and interesting manner. This is the forty-fifth
volume. It is well worthy of circulation.
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