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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. "-2 OORINTllIANS i. 4.

A FAMILY CERTAINTY.
" And we knO'W that all things work together for good to them that
love GOD, to them who are the called according to His purpose."
-ROMANS viii. 28.

THE members of GOD'S family are not left in doubt or uncertainty
as to the present or the future. They can say, " We know that
we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren"
(1 John iii. 14); "We know that, when He shall appear, we shall
be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is" (1 John iii. 2);
" We know that all things work together for good to them that
love GOD, to them who are the called according to His purpose."
We desire to dwell especially on this last certainty of which the
inspired apostle speaks in the Epistle to the Romans. Scripture
assures us that the LORD reigneth, that He worketh all things
after the counsel of His own wilt All things in the whole universe
are under His supreme control. Scripture also assures us that
GOD'S chosen, redeemed and regenerated people are the objects
of His everlasting and abiding love. It follows, therefore, that
in His control of all things He will allow nothing to happen that
does not work for the good of His beloved people.
Their own experience assures them of this blessed truth.
When they look back on their past lives they see distinct and
outstanding evidences of the truth of these words. Things which
they thought might be desirable were denied them, and now they
see clearly that GOD withheld them for their good.
In like manner, the biographies of GOD'S saints afford many
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illustrations of this truth. Jacob, for example, said on one
occasion, " All these things are against me," when in reality these
things were leading on to the enjoyment of unexpected joys and
blessings. What a comfort it is to know that " the LORD taketh
pleasure in them that fear Him," and that because He does so,
He often develops for them unexpected surprises and blessings.
The LORD'S people are warranted to be assured that everything
which happens, whether great or small, is working together for
their present and eternal good.
1. First, the inspired assurance as to this is, however, limited in
its application.
The words have reference to a special class of people. Not all
persons without exception are warranted to say that all things
work together for their good. The words are limited first "to
them that love GOD."
How few really love GOD! Most men love darkness rather than
light. They are "haters of GOD" (Rom. i. 30). "There is no
fear of GOD before their eyes."
Who are they who love GOD ~ They are they in whose hearts
a sense of GOD'S love to them has been shed abroad by the HOLY
GHOST ·Who has been given to them (Rom. v. 5). GOD'S love to
them has been manifested by His sending forth the Spirit of His
S.ON into their hearts, and that DIVINE SPIRIT has quickened them,
and convinced them of their sin. He has also revealed to them
that while they were yet sinners CHRIST died for them as the
outcome of GOD'S love for them. Thus taught and influenced
by the SPIRIT they are able to !lay, "We have known and believed
the love that GOD hath to us"; "We love Him, because He first
loved us" (1 John iv. 16, 19).
They, then, who love GOD are a people who have an experimental sense of GOD'S love to them, shed abroad in their hearts
by the HOLY GHOST. The SPIRIT has testified to them of GOD'S
everlasting and wondrous love. He has revealed that love as
manifested in CHRIST'S atoning death, and they are enabled to
say of CHRIST, "Who loved me and gave Himself for me." Our
love to GOD, then, follows and is a result of a sense of His love
to us, and that we may have fuller realizations of His love we
need to pray to the SPIRIT and say :-
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" Convince us of our sin,
Then lead to JESU'S blood,
And to our wondering view reveal
The secret love of GOD.
" Dwell therefore in our hearts,
Our minds from bondage free;
Then we shall know, and praise, and love,
The FATHER, SON, and Thee."
Those for whom all things work together for good are further
described as "them who are the called according to H~s purpose."
They have been Divinely called out of darkness into GOD'S marvellous light. GOD, by His SPIRIT, has spoken to them. He has
effectually called them out of the broad way into the narrow.
He has spoken to them so loudly and effectually that they have
come forth from spiritual death to the enjoyment of spiritual life;
they have turned from darkness to light, and from the power of
Satan unto GOD. He has called them and impelled them to listen.
Then He has justified them, ungodly though they were. He has
clothed them with the gar'ments of salvation, and covered them
with the robe of CHRIST'S righteousness. Though they did not
probably realize it at the time, they find, on looking further into
His Word, that GOD had foreknown them and predestinated them
to be conformed to the image of His SON, and that the outcome
of His eternal purpose is that they are now called and justified,
and that they shall eventually be glorified. (Read Romans viii.
28-30 and note the connection of the three verses.)
This Divine call is "not according to our works, but according
to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in CHRIST
JESUS before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9).
Dear readers, are we amongst "them that love GOD," and
"them who are the called according to His purpose"? If so,
then and then OnlY, is it true of us that" all things work together
for good."
2. Secondly, notice that this assurance is comprehensive in its
character.
It comprehends all things which may happen. All the troubles
which are common to all men, and to which all men are born,
work together for the good of GOD'S people. They are designed
to test and strengthen our faith and to give opportunity for the
I."
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manifestation of patience and endurance. All the troubles which
are peculiar to GOD'S people tend for their good. The LORD'S
people are hated by the world. They may be reviled and persecuted and maligned for CHRIST'S sake. "For Thy sake we are
killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter,"
are words which indicate that all who live godly in CHRIST JESUS
must suffer persecution. Being identified with Him, they have
to suffer with Him, But these sufferings work for them a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. They are not worthy
to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in Go:c's
people, and they all work together for their good. The trying of
their faith is precious to GOD, and their sufferings shall not separate
them from the love of CHRIST. "Nay, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through Him that loved us " (Rom. viii. 37).
All the events which take place in the world at large tend for
the good of GOD'S people. They give opportunity for the display
of GOD'S goodness, faithfulness, mercy, and power on behalf of
the chosen objects of His grace. All things, cold weather and
hot weather, wet weather and fine weather, things seemingly
adverse, and things which seem in our favour, troubles and prosperities, "all things work together for good" to the members of
the LORD'S chosen and redeemed faInily,
We are wrong when we think that anything is against us; for,
" If GOD be for us, who can be against us? He that spared not
His own SON, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not
with Him also freely give us all things? " (Rom. viii. 31, 32).
3. Thirdly, notice that this ~surance is full of comfort to GOD'S
people.
Not for evil, but for good, all things work together to them
that love GOD.
They work for their temporal good. The LORD is concerned
for the temporal well-being of His people, and He controls all
things so that the temporal needs of His people may be supplied.
They work for their spiritual good. The LORD is concerned for
the spiritual good of His people. Hence He predestinated them
to be conformed to the image of His SON. His predestinating
purposes to this end must./he accomplished, and the temptations
and crosses, trials and disappointments of His people are made
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to work together for the development of the graces of the SPIRIT
in their lives. GOD Himself worketh in His people of His good
pleasure, and He necessarily does so for their good.
All things work together for the eternal good of His people.
Everything that happens in their experience is leading on to their
ultimate and eternal glorification. As GOD in the past foreknew
and predestinated His people, and in the present called and justified
them, so in the future He will glorify them. Nothing will prevent
their enjoying the eternal good which will be theirs in heavenly
glory.
All this is full of sweet comfort to the people of GOD. Let us,
then, by His grace, rejoice in the blessed assurance that all things
are really working together, because controlled by our gracious
and omnipotent GOD, for our present and eternal good.

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

THIRSTING FOR GOD.
THE psalmist opens this Psalm with a declaration of his own
appetite: "As the hart panteth after the waterbrooks, so panteth my
soul after Thee, 0 God." As the hart, thirsty, and standing perhaps
over an aqueduct, gets the scent of water and pants to have that
water; or as wounded and fleeing, pants to get the refreshing stream
that would do him good, "so," said the psalmist, "my soul pants
after God." Can you say it ~
" My soul thirsteth for God "-not for the god made out of a tree,
part of which you burnt, and by which you warmed yourself, no;
not for the silver god of the young man who had it in his house, and
who, when it was taken from him by the tribe of Dan, followed them
and said, "Ye have taken away my gods, and what have I more ~ "
Not that god, but" the living God," the Creator of heaven and earth
and all that therein is, the sea and all that is therein; the God in
Whom we live and move and have our being, whose are all our ways.
" That God, that living God," the psalmist said, "my soul thirsteth
for Him." It has pleased God to reveal Himself in Holy Scripture, to
reveal Himself in certain particulars as possessing certain attributes
and perfections; and in these respects the psalmist being Divinely
taught, said he thirsted for this God.-Mr. J. K. Popham.
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"UNDER A JUNIPER TREE."
" But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came
and sat down under a juniper tree.' and he requested for himself
that he might -die,. and sa.id, It is enough,. now, 0 Lord, take
away my life,. for I am not better than my fathers."-l KINGS
xix. 4.
WHAT a contrast this experience of Elijah is with that recorded
in the previous chapter. On Mount Carmel he stood alone in the
presence of Ahab, the prophets of Baal, and the people of Israel,
as the champion of the only living and true God. Under the
influence of the idolatrous King Ahab, the children of Israel had
forsaken God's Covenant, thrown down His altars, and slain His
prophets with the sword. Elijah, by Divine grace, had remained
faithful, and had been preserved alive from the 'wrath of llhab.
In answer to his prayer, "the fire of the Lord fell" on the burnt
sacrifice which he offered, " And when all the people saw it, they
fell on their faces: and they said, The Lord, He is the God;
the Lord, He is the God." Then Elijah brought the four hundred
and fifty prophets of Baal down to the Brook Kishon, and slew
them there. Thus with great courage and boldness he did what
be could to put an end to the idolatrous worship of Baal. Now,
however, this great, bold and courageous man of God is sitting
under a juniper tree exhausted probably in body and greatly
depressed in mind. Despair has taken possession of his heart,
and he requests for himself -that he might die. This narrative
of the great prophet is no doubt written for our learning. Let
us think of some of the lessons which it suggests.
1. First, we are taught that the most 'valiant of God's servants
may sometimes give way to despair.
We find Moses saying, "I am not able to bear all this people
alone, because it is too heavy for me. And if Thou deal thus with
me, kill me, I pray thee, out of hand, if I have found favour in Thy
sight; and let me not see my wretchedness" (Num. xi. 14, 15).
We find David, who was a valiant man of God, saying, "I
shall now perish one day by the hand of Saul" (1 Sam. xxvii. 1).
He was losing heart and becoming hopeless.
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We find the Psalmist feeling impelled to say, "Why art thou
cast down, 0 my soul ~ and why art thou disquieted within me ~ "
(Ps. xlii. 11). It seemed as if God had forgotten him, and tears
were his meat day and night.
The Apostle Paul was a valiant servant of the Lord, but he,
too, had his times of fear and depression. " When we were come
into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on
every side; without were fightings, within were fears." Again,
he says, "We despaired even of life" (2 Cor. i. 8: vii. 5.).
So Elijah was evidently depressed and despondent. After
bravely facing the great assembly on Mount Carmel he lost heart
and sank into despair.
It is clear that God's people may sometimes have an experience
in which they may be constrained to say, "Will the Lord cast
off for ever·~ And will He be favourable no more~ Is His mercy
clean gone for ever ~ Doth His promise fail for evermore ~ Hath
God forgotten to be gracious ~ Hath He in anger shut up His
tender mercies ~" (Ps. lxxvii. 7-9). Despondency is no strange
thing in our experience.
2. Secondly, let us consider some of the causes which may lead
to despair.

We will confine ourselves mainly to Elijah's case. We are not,
of course, warranted to glory in an experience of depression, and
the Lord can indeed enable us to guard against it.
It seems likely that one cause of Elijah's depression was the fear
of man. "Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal
how he had slain all the prophets with the sword." Then that
wicked woman sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, "So let the
gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life like the life
of one of them by to-morrow about this time." When Elijah
heard this, "he arose, and went for his life." The fear of man
led him to flee and brought on depression of mind and despondency of spirit. Now," The fear of man bringeth a snare; but
whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe" (Prov. xxix. 25).
Fearful of man, Elijah failed in some measure to have faith in
God. Hence his flight. Hence also his despondency. We need,
then, to watch against a failure of faith in God. If by faith we
hide ourselves in God as our refuge and strength, and as our very
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present help in trouble, we shall be able to say, " Therefore w~ll
not we fear, though the earth be removed." "The Lord is my
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?" The man whose
heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord, is one who "shall not be afraid
of evil tidings." He will say, "Behold, God is my salvation;
I will trust, and not be afraid." (Ps. xxvii. 1; xlvi. 2; cx:ii. 7 ;
Isa. xii. 2.)
The Lord is not limited in His power, and therefore He is able
to frustrate the de8igns even of a powerfui and wicked woman
like Jezebel.
Was Elijah guilty of a failure to seek Divine guidance when
he fled from Jezebel? The Lord had guided him to the Brook
Cherith, and to the widow woman of Zarephath. He had also
directed him to go and show himself unto .A.hab. We wonder
whether, if he had paused and looked to God for guidance when
he received Jezebel's me8sage, he would have fled for his life and
fallen into de8pair. Anyhow, we need to give ourselves to ceaseless prayer if we are to be kept from entering Giant Despair's
Doubting Castle.
Ignorance of the true condition of things may also have accounted
partly for Elijah's depression. He thought that he alone was left
of the servants of G.od in that time of general aposta8Y. In reality
God had reserved to Himself seven thousand others who had not
bowed the knee to Baal. The awful apostasy which now prevails
in Christendom is very depressing to the Lord's true Spirit-taught
people. Yet, things may not be as bad as they seem to us. In
spite of abounding error the L.ord has a remnant according to the
election of grace, and in spite of apostasy God's eternal purposes
of grace shall be accomplished.
Added to these causes, Elijah was suffering from loneliness, and
probably from bodily exhaustion and lack of food. The long
journey he had taken and the lack of food at a time of famine
may have contributed to his depression of spirits. It sometimes
happens in our case that despondency may be partly due to overwork. We have got run down. Our nerves are exhausted, and
we need rest, change of air, and nourishment. John Newton used
often to suggest to r;eople who were suffering from lowness of
spirits that they needed a change of air and scene.
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It is a comfort to the Lord's despondent children that despondency
is no strange thing in the experience of His people. They are
not always on the mountain top. It is important, however, that
we should as far as possible guard against those things which
may bring us into a despondent state of mind. Especially should
we watch against the fear of man, failure in faith, and failure in
prayer, and in full dependence on our God at all times.
The Apostle Paul was able to say, "I know both how to be
abased, and I know how to abound; everywhere and in all things
I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound
and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me" (Phi!. iv. 12, 13). Grace alone can enable us
to avoid the peculiar perils of exaltation and humiliation. In our
most despondent times we need to encourage ourselves in the
Lord our God, and to go on hoping in our God, assured that we
shall yet praise Him, Who is the health of our countenance and
our God.
3. Now, let us notice how graciously and tenderly the Lord dealt
with His de5pairing servant.
It was the Angel of the Covenant, the Second Person in the
Trinity, Who came to His sleeping servant and comforted him in
his distress. In the fifth verse of the chapter we read, "An Angel
touched him," but in the seventh verse we read, "The Angel of the
Lord came again the second time, and touched him, and said,
Arise and eat; because the journey is too great for thee." He
knows the sorrows of His people. He knoweth their frame and
He knoweth their needs. The prophet needed food. Before, the
Lord used the ravens and the ~dow woman to supply his needs.
Now He graciously and condescendingly comes Himself, and as
a result when Elijah looked, "Behold, there was a cake baken
on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat
and drink." Later, having eaten again, he " went in the strength
of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of
God."
We are reminded of the Lord's appearance to seven of His
disciples on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. When the morning
was now come, after a long night of unsuccessful fishing, J esw;
stood on the shore, and when they came to land, "they saw a
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fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread," and "Jesus
saith unto them, Come and dine" (John xxi. 3-12).
The Lord did not scold Elijah, but treated him gently, patiently,
lovingly and wisely. It is no good scolding a servant of God
when he is depressed. He requires wise, gentle, and patient
treatment. How beautiful it is that the Lord is mindful of His
exhausted, depressed and despairing people. "He knoweth our
frame; He remembereth that we are dust" (Ps. ciii. 14). He
can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities. "Thou drewest
near in the day that I called upon thee: Thou saidst, Fear not"
(Lam. iii. 57).
Wherefore, be of good cheer, ye depressed ones. The Lord is
full of tender sympathy for you, and He hath said, "I will never
leave thee, nor forsake thee."
" The people of His choice
He will not cast away;
Yet do not always here expect
On Tabor's mount to stay.
" When we in darkness walk,
Nor feel the heavenly flame,
Then is the time to trust our God,
And rest upon His name.
" Soon shall our doubts and fears
Subside at His control;
His lovingkindness shall break through
The midnight of the soul."
(Toplady.)
Whitingtorl V warage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

SAINTS of God, lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth nigh.
If you look around, you will see perplexity and confusion; if you look
within, you will see unbelief and sin. LOOK UP-so that when that day
comes that ushers in His glorious appearing, you may be numbered
among those of whom the self-same apostle wrote to Titus, who are
" Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ, Who gave Himself for us,
that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself
a peculiar people zealous of good works" (Titus ii. 13, 14).-8. W.
White.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" Thou hast set our ini,quities before Thee, our secret sins m the light
of Thy countenance."-PsALM xc. 8.
" I FIND out all your faults, you know," spoke a radiologist specialist,
in half playful tones to a patient recently. And that patient in
secret got the better of the remark as the words of our text were
dropped upon the soul. A physician may and does find out the
faults of the body, but the secret sins of the heart are alone the
knowledge of the Great Physician of souls, Whose eye is omniscient,
and Who "seeth not as man seeth." And, oh the mercy of this,
that the Lord alone deals with your heart and mine, fellow-believer,
and deals, too, in most tender mercy and loving-kindness, and covers
rather than exposes our faults to man.
It is just how the God-Man dealt with poor fallen, sorrowing Peter.
Immediately on His resurrection is that tender message sent specially
to His backslidden servant, " and Peter" is dealt with alone by his
all-forgiving Saviour. We are not told what passed between them.
We only know that Jesus remembered His denying and now sorrowing
disciple and sent a message to him so soon as He was risen again,
" Go, tell My disciples and Peter that I go before you into Galilee.
There shall ye see Me." We may be quite sure He did not fail that
poor grief-stricken and now penitent apostle, and equally sure are
we that He forgave him utterly and proved to him (though Peter
could never forget the sin nor forgive himself) how freely was he
forgiven and loved. Later He gave him the gracious opportunity of
declaring, " Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou knowest that I love
Thee," and then did Peter receive his commission to preach the
unsearchable riches of Christ.
Now the Psalm from which our verse is taken is headed" A Prayer
of Moses the man of God." It is one of the two Psalms generally
read at the Burial Service in the Church of England. And sweetly
seasoned with comfort have the words often been on these sad and
sacred occasions, alternating as they do with the solemn declaration
of sin and its consequences, and of the hope of immortality through
the work and merits of Him Who hath " made an end of sin by the
sacrifice of Himself." The inspired writer of this Psalm was one of
the most prominent characters of the Old Testament Scriptures. He
was preserved miraculously from his birth and brought up in a heathen
monarch's court. Subsequently he was made leader and commander
of the children of Israel, being one who chose "rather to suffer
affiiction with the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of
sin for a season." He endured the great provocations and stiffneckedness of the people he commanded, and was not suffered to
enter the land of promise (yet favoured two thousand years later to
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be on the Mount of Transfiguration in that very land and converse
with his Lord there). This is but the barest outline of the most
outstanding events of his life. And the point which one desires to
enforce is the grace-given meekness of this dear saint of God. He
must have had very deep dealings with the sinfulness of his own
heart. Whilst reading lately through the Book of Numbers, one has
been struck with the thought how frequently when the congregation
of Israel had sinned, this dear servant of the Most High would " fall
on his face" and prostrate himself in confession and sorrow for sin.
By faith, Divinely given, he had a wonderful vision of the all-atoning
Sacrifice, the precious blood of which alone could answer for him and
cleanse all his defilements, sins, and shortcomings. That he was a very
highly favoured servant of his God is very evident in all the Lord's
dealings with him, hearing and answering his petitions and wonderful
pleadings and arguments of faith, and turning away His wrath which
Israel so justly merited and pardoning according to Moses' word.
The Lord's estimate of His dear servant is briefly but emphatically
given when Aaron and Miriam had murmured against him for his
marriage with the Ethiopian woman. "My servant Moses is not so,
who is faithful in all Mine house," etc., aud which is repeated in
Hebrews iii. So we see, beloved reader, that _'loses of our Psalm,
who was very meek above all men on the earth, had close dealings
with God, and high and holy fellowship with Him. He had an eye
always upon the all-atoning work of the Lamb slain in the purpose
of God from all eternity, and slain in the fulness of time to take
"away the sin of the world," and this faith's view will produce
meekness and humility of character.
" The more His glories strike the eye,
The humbler I shall lie."
This we find was so in the blessing of Moses before his death. It
was a sublime rehearsal both of the majesty and the mercy of his
God (Deut. xxxiii.), language which is similarly used in the Psalm
under our present consideration. Sin was set over against the holiness
of Jehovah. His power is shown "chiefly by showing mercy," as
one of our Church collects has it. And when afflicted on account of
sins the man of God appeals to the mercy of his God: "Make us glad
according to the days wherein Thou hast afflicted us"; he pleads
for a continuance of that mercy: "Let Thy work appear unto Thy
servants, and Thy glory unto their children"; whilst he well knows
and declares that" we spend our days as a tale that is told . . . and
we flyaway." Then, concluding the Psalm, he prays, "Let the beauty
of the Lord our God be upon us; and/establish Thou the work of our
hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands establish Thou it."
Thus Moses, with every grace-taught son and daughter of the Lord
God Almighty, has learned the awfulness of sin, the enmity of the
natural heart against God, the daily fightings and constant warfare
between nature and grace. Heavenly conquests, however, shall be
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granted according to the day's needs, and the believer will be enabled
to cry, " Rejoice not against me, 0 mine enemy: when I fall, I shall
arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me."
My dear friends, it is by these things we live and the soul thrives
and prospers and our God is glorified. It is thus we learn the utter
depravity of our suffering, fallen, tempted natures; and how of and
in ourselves we are helpless, and how all our conquests are in our
living Head Who has overcome and triumphed over sin and Satan,
death and the grave, for every redeemed blood-bought child of His
own purchase. We read in Hebrews ii. 14, "Forasmuch then as the
children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise
took part of the same; that through death He might destroy him
that had the power of death, that is, the devil." "The prince of
this world" could "find nothing" in the Sinless Holy One of God,
but the Holy One in His People's stead paid the penalty due to
their sin. But although conquered for us finally, we are yet in an
enemy's land with indwelling sin, and need to fight every inch of the
way, "lest Satan get an advantage over us." This is why the Lord
sees it necessary to lay affiiction upon us, to keep us low, to humble
and prove us. Let affiiction come, and see then, to our unspeakable
sorrow, what scum of our old Adam nature rises within us. What
impatience. What rebellion. What fretting and chafing, and sad,
sad lack of humility and acceptance of God's sovereign will. What
weariness of the flesh. What impatient longings to be gone from
it all.
Beloved reader, if you have had your iniquities set before Him
and your secret sins brought to the light of His countenance, just
as that poor woman who was hauled into the presence of the Holy
One of God by the cavilling PhariEees, and who was read through
and through by her all-forgiving Saviour, you will hear the same
peace-speaking words which that poor sinner did, to your eternal
joy_CC Neither do I condemn Thee: go, and sin no more." For in
His free grace and favour is life, and the lifting up of the light of
His countenance speaks sin forgiven, sin cancelled, and fulness of joy
throughout eternity. David knew- much of the unwearying mercy
of his God. He could say, "0 Lord, Thou hast searched me and
known me," and he goes on to tell how the Lord had known his
"downsitting and uprising" and had the "understanding of his
thoughts afar off," and how his God had" compassed his path and
was acquainted with all his ways." And then the Psalmist goes on
to testify of the Lord's knowledge of his every" word," and how He
has" beset him behind and before," and" laid His hand upon him" ;
literally encompassed, covered, and protected. And so all through
the one hundred and thirty-ninth Psalm, from which we are quoting,
you will see the declaration of God's omniscience put forth on behal±
of His believing and needy saint; so that his "bed," "path," and
" ways" are Divinely compassed and he cannot and would not get
out of God's presence, realizing to his peace of mind and joy of heart
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that the Lord's searching is with intent to future if not present
blessing; and therefore with David, you and I, fellow-believer, are
grace-constrained to pray, " Search me, 0 God, and know my heart;
try me, and know my thoughts; and see if there be any wicked
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting."
The dealings of God with His saints are ever with gracious intent
to bless, however painful and grievous they may be, and His people
assuredly prove how the promised "path of the just shall be as a
shining light, which shineth more and more unto the perfect day."
Depend upon it, beloved, the older we get, the nearer the end of life's
journey we attain, and the closer we arrive to that" perfect day,"
the "shining light" on our path and into our hearts will reveal in
us nothing but sin and its exceeding sinfulness, to humble and keep
us very low in ourselves, and at the same time to exalt us in a precious
Christ, Who has paid the penalty of our sins by the sacrifice of
Himself and cancelled them all by His own most precious blood.
" Oh! the brightness of the glory
Shining in the Saviour's face I
Telling all the wondrous story.
Of the ways of God in grace:
Lowly, hated and rejected
In the world He came to save,
By the glory of the Father
Raised triumphant from the grave.
There we see Him crowned with glory,
Glory in His unveiled face,
And in peace and rest before Him,
In that glory, learn of grace:
For it shineth in the visage
Of the One Who for us died,
Bore our sins and all their judgmentJesus Christ, the Crucified.
Called to share' the Father's pleasure
In His Well-Beloved Son,
(Seated on His Throne in Heaven
For the work on earth well done,)
We adore Him and are waiting
To behold Him face to faceIn His presence praise the glory,
Learn the riches of His grace."
Whilst just completing this meditation, I thought it not a little
applicable that a dear friend should come in to tell me of her recent
enjoyment in a brief visit to one of our watering-places. Although
in late autumn the weather had favoured her, and she had been able
to sit by the sea in glorious sunshine. Her thoughts of gratitude
were that just as the tide returned and receded twice a day, so
morning and evening the precious blood of Calvary's Lamb washed
away all her sins in the ocean of His love.
R.
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Sermons anb Notes of ,Sermons.
A READY PEOPLE.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON ON
DECEMBER 24TH, 1905.
., Be ye theTefore Teady also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when
ye think not."-LUKE xii. 40.

IT may be said of our subject this evening, dear friends, that it
concerns the present posture and the present disposition of believers
in the Lord Jesus Christ to the Personal Coming of their Saviour-of
believers, for without faith we have no part nor lot in the salvation
of God. "Without faith it is impossible to please God." God's
delight is in His believing people. And so, dear friends, He Who
searches the hearts, Who knoweth what is in man, divides between
us, separates us into two distinct classes-believers and unbelievers;
in other words, the spiritually living and the spiritually dead. It is
to believers the Lord speaks in the text: "Be ye ready also: for
the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye (believers) think not."
And this supplies us with admonition and instruction regarding our
attitude toward the Lord and His appearing. He would have His
people to be a ready people, a people prepared for the coming of
their Lord and Master. The subject, therefore, of preparedness must
be considered. What is it essentially to be ready for the Lord's
coming? We have anticipated part of the answer that must be
given. We must needs be partakers of precious faith, a faith which
looks unto Jesus only, looks unto Him for atonement, for redemption,
for reconciliation unto God, for a place amongst His people-His
children, His sons and His daughters. Faith. Have we all faith,
this faith, the faith which looks only unto Jesus to find in Him a
present and an everlasting salvation? Without Him faith, if we
profess it, profiteth nothing. A man may say he has faith and yet
not possess that vital faith which is necessary to a true believing in
the Lord Jesus. Let us be quite -clear therefore, beloved friends, one
and all of us, whether our faith is of the operation of God the Holy
Ghost or not, for that faith which is of the operation of God the Holy
Ghost looks necessarily and ever unto Jesus. There is to the eye of
the believer an attractiveness which conquers all opposition and
indisposition on the part, the natural part, of him who possesses it.
You have often heard from this pulpit the statement that no one
ever yet came unto Jesus without being drawn unto Him. "No
man can come unto Me except the Father draw him." To be drawn
is to be the subject of a power superior to our own. To be drawn
thus is to be conquered by irresistible grace. Saul of Tarsus furnishes
us with a lovely example of this truth. He went forth, as you know,
from Jerusalem to Damascus, "breathing out" slaughter against the
saints of God, against all who named Jesus of Nazareth as their
35
"
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Saviour. But ere he reached his journey's end he was overtaken,
overtaken by an Almighty irresistible power which prostrated him on
the earth by the manifestation of a heavenly glory which struck him
blind on the spot. And he was led into the city where for three days
he continued calling upon God for mercy. The Lord found for him
a teacher, an interpreter, one among a thousand, and sent him a
godly man named Ananias, who visited him in his soul distress and
spoke words of consolation unto him, delivered the message of salvation, and the Holy Ghost sealed it home in all its preciousness and
sweetness, power and truth, to that poor broken heart. There you
see faith of the operation of God; there you see the subject, a chief
sinner, conquered, irresistibly overcome by the mercy of God. The
mercy of God is irresistible mercy when it is manifested to a poor
sinner in the day of Divine favour and Divine visitation by God the
Holy Ghost. And so I emphasize my observation by repeating it :
Have we severally this faith which is of the operation of God 1 this
faith whicl;J. looks off and alone unto Jesus, is perfectly satisfied with
Jesus, glories in Jesus, and rests in Him? This is, then, the first
mark of preparation for the Lord's coming. We must needs be true
believers or there is no preparedness. Other phases of preparedness
follow upon the first that I have named. Some of these we may refer
to as they are presented to us in the Holy Scriptures. One of the
characteristics of this real, this vital, this Spirit-wrought faith is that
there is found in the heart of the believer desires for the Lord's Second
Coming. Here we have a distinct test to which we may well subject
ourselves to-night: are we among those who are looking for His appearing? Turn with me to the third chapter of the Epistle to the
Philippians, verse twenty; there you have sketched out by the infallible
Finger the character and calling of the true believer: "For our .
conversation (or, citizenship) is in heaven," it is not of the earth,
and earthy; it is heavenly and spiritual in its character, because
He Who calls the sinner to salvation calls him from heaven. Saul
heard the Voice from heaven, the quickening word came from heaven
-it ever comes from above. "Our conversation is in heaven; from
whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ." There
you have the evidence of heavenly citizenship. The saints who have
been called to the love of the Lord Jesus greatly long to see Him,
greatly desire to behold Him in His living Person. They have heard
()f Him by the hearing ear of faith, but they desire that faith should
be superseded by sight unclouded, that they may look upon His
blessed countenance with unveiled faces, and see Him, and for ever
dwell with Him Whom they have loved without seeing Him. "Our
conversation is," not "ought to be," but if we are the children of
God" our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ." Turn to the Epistle by Paul
to Titus, the second chapter and eleventh verse, where we have traced
out for us the operation of God's grace. "The grace of God that
bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men (Jews and Gentiles
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alike), teaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present age; looking
for that Blessed Hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God,
even our Saviour Jesus Christ "-the great God. There is a mark
of preparedness. And so the Lord warns His people to be looking
for His appearing, for He is coming. And He is coming in a very
unexpected manner so far as the world is concerned and so far, let
me add, as Christendom is concerned. We must never confound
Christendom with the living Church of God. The living Church of
God is God's elect, eternally loved people who are found in Christendom, but they are not of it. They are a people called out, separated
from it; a people who dwell alone, outside the camp, in the place
of reproach where the Lord is. "Let us go forth therefore unto
Him Who is without the camp "-is the language of exhortation" bearing His reproach." You see they are a people who are looking
for Him Whom they love.
Further, as another mark of this preparedness for His coming you
will find they are a people who are waiting for it, not only looking
for it. They are found in this attitude and disposition of mind,
waiting-waiting. Let us turn to first Corinthians, first chapter and
seventh verse: "So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; Who shall also confirm you
unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ." It is the work of God's grace to confirm or establish His
people in this blessed habit of waiting. We, naturally, are restless
and impatient when we set our hearts upon a thing which we believe
to be good, but the Lord will not have His people to be spiritually
impatient or spiritually restless in this matter, but rather to be restful,
rather to be confirmed in the happy confidence that He will come at
the set time. How blessed to be found in this condition of mind in
the midst of a world of constant disorder, confusion, and restlessness.
" A mind at perfect peace with God,
Oh, what a word is this! "

And this is the privilege of God's dear saints-to have minds kept
in perfect peace with God. If, therefore, any of us be distressed and
disturbed and distracted, wise would it be for us to hasten to Him
Who can pacify all these distresses and disturbances of mind, and
this distraction, and subdue all things unto Himself. "Waiting for
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; Who shall also confirm you
unto the end." What a mercy that this is the truth! What a blessing
that this is no humanly invented fable that the Lord will confirm
His people unto the end! He will not leave them. He will not
forsake them. He will sustain them. He will carry them in His
own arms down to the .last, the very lambs of them. "He will carry
the lambs in His bosom." He will defend them from all real evil.
" No weapon formed against them shall prosper." The Lord is their
Shield, He also is their exceeding great Reward. Then if we turn to
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the first Thessalonians, chapter one, verse ten, we have another reference to this waiting. The apostle is addressing converted idolaters.
Nothing is too hard for the Lord in the way of grace when it is His
good will to convert the sinner. No sinner is too great a sinner, too
vile a sinner, too lost a sinner, for Him to save; for He saveth to the
uttermost them that come unto God by Himself, Jesus. Now, says
the apostle, reminding these, "They themselves show of us what
manner of entering in," that is, ministerial entering in as preachers
of the Word, "we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from
idols, to serve the living and true God; and to wait for His Son
from heaven." You see how the two are closely associated-these
who had turned from idols to serve the living God, these servants of
the Lord, they were to be a waiting people, a people waiting for
God's Son from heaven, "Whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus,
Who delivered us from the wrath to come." And these chief sinners
had been delivered through Jesus Whom the Father raised from the
dead-the coming Son of God. He had delivered these people from
the wrath to come. It is now that sinners are delivered from the
wrath to come. Behold, now is the accepted time; now is the day
of salvation.
Then if we further turn to God's Word in the second Epistle of
Peter, the third chapter and the twelfth verse, we find that these
people who are prepared for the Lord's coming are the people who
are" looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God."
As we lately remarked, "The night is far spent." The Church of
God accounts the present time night. The world calls it day. The
night to the children of God is far spent. To them the day promised,
the day, the definite day of the glorious coming of the Lord Jesus,
is at hand-" hasting" are they unto the day. Oh, for that morning! You remember how that patient saint of God, Job, used to
long for the morning, the morning without clouds. Now the people
of God are an afflicted people. The Church of God is a much tried
Church and therefore she longs for the morning to break out, that
glorious sunshine which is referred to in the fourth of Malachi, when
" the Sun of Righteousness shall rise with healing in His wings." And
so the Church of God is represented as looking for and hastening
unto the coming of the day of God. And she shall not be disappointed
one of these days. In the twinkling of an eye, at the sound of the
trump, it shall be known, "The Lord cometh." "Be ye therefore
ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think
not." I hope this is the deep conviction of us all. I hope we have
no division of mind about it. The Lord is coming, and He will come
at an hour when we think not. Therefore we are found hastening
to the day of God. The coming of that day will be instantaneous.
The coming of that day will be as in a moment. The world will be
unprepared, but the Church of God is not to be overtaken as by a
thief in the night. Her heart is right with her Lord and Head and
Husband, and she is longing for His coming again. Whether He
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comes in the first, or second, or the third, or the fourth watch, she
will rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory at the sound of
the trump, at the voice of the archangel which will be identical with
the coming down of the Lord from heaven. "For the Lord Himself
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God." The Lord shall descend in such
an hour as ye think not. Oh, to be therefore ever found hastening
to the day of His coming!
Then if you turn with me to the second Epistle to Timothy, the
fourth chapter and eighth verse, you will find a further mark of this
preparedness. "Henceforth there is laid up for me," says the apostle,
"a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them
also that love His appearing." Those who are prepared for the Lord's
coming are the self-same people as love His appearing. Flesh and
blood tremble at the thought of His coming, but the new man in
Christ Jesus-he delights in it because he loves the thought of the
Lord's coming again. Those who" love His appearing" give evidence
of their love. They are a people who love not the world. A man
cannot serve two masters. The heflrt of a man cannot love both
God and His enemies. "The friendship of the world is enmity with
God," and we cannot love both God and that which is at enmity
with Him. We shall be at enmity with that which is at enmity with
God-at enmity with it and not in love with it. This, therefore, is
a practical manifestation that we love the Lord's appearing, because
we love not that which is contrary to His holy mind and revealed
will. As touching the world we are warned against tasting or handling
it. May the Lord keep our hands from handling the things of earth
otherwise than as His people who are called to handle them with
holy hands. Those who are called to occupy positions, social positions,
positions in relation to their fellow-men, have to handle the things
of earth, but let them see to it that they handle such things with
holy hands. Let them see to it day by day that the hands are not
polluted by the handling. Seek .to have consciences, in other words,
void of offence before God. And when the handling-the necessary
handling-of earthly things does result in pollution of conscience and
loss of felt communion with God, then is the time to halt, to take
heed, and to wait by confession at the mercy-seat for the recleansing
by the blood of Jesus, and the restoring of joy and peace in believing.
" Them that love His appearing"-a crown of righteousness to each
and all of them that love His appearing. What a portion God's
people hereafter will have eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard,
neither has entered the heart of man. But this we know, because the
Word of God assures us of it, that there will be to each one of those
who love their Lord's appearing, a crown of righteousness givengiven, not obtained otherwise than as a free and sovereign and
unmerited gift from the Lord's own Hand. You and I are not occupied
down here in constructing crowns for ourselves. We leave to the
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God of all grace to glorify Himself by bestowing upon the chief of
sinners, for Jesus Christ's sake, crowns of righteousness. It is due to
Jesus that His people should be a crowned people, for He has redeemed
them unto God and the Father at the cost of His most precious blood,
thereby making them kings and priests unto His Father. And it is
comely that kings should be crowned sooner or later. Sometimes the
coronation of earthly kings is long delayed, delayed occasionally for
years, but eventually they are crowned, and so the Lord wills that all
His redeemed people, being as He has made them through His grace,
a royal priesthood, should be a crowned people. "A crown of right~
eousness is laid up for me," said the apostle who owned himself to be
of sinners the chief, of saints the least, and of apostles the last; "there
is laid up for me, even me, a crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge "-you see it is all according to righteousness that
the saints will hereafter be a crowned people-" shall give me at that
day." And every believer besides shall receive his crown, his righteous
crown, at the Hand of his Lord. It was purchased for him and therefore it is his. And it is a right, or righteous, thing that he should
receive it, and that he should wear it, though I take it-I gather it
from the Word of God-that when once the saints are hereafter
crowned they will promptly cast their crowns before the throne. I
have sometimes felt myself, I may be wrong, but I have sometimes
felt that I could not wear a crown in the Presence of the Lord Jesus.
I do not know how others feel in this matter, but the Lord will
declare the matter Himself-He is His own Interpreter-in that day
when He crowns His people. They love His appearing; they are
waiting for the crown of righteousness.
And then if you turn to the twenty-second chapter of Revelation
you will find that they are praying for His coming. It is the mind
of the Lord to come, and it is the prayerful desire of His saints that
He should come, and therefore in this twentieth verse we find the
words both of Jesus Who is coming, and of His people who are waiting
His coming. "He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come
quickly. Amen." And the Church responds, " Even so, come, Lord
Jesus." So we have it presented to our contemplation that the mind
of Jesus and the mind of His people on earth is one mind in this
matter. Both He and they are looking for that blissful moment,
that consummation of eternal counsel and purpose and promise, when
He shall find satisfaction in the travail of His soul, and they shall
find eternal delight and full satisfaction in their Lord and Saviour.
" I shall be satisfied, when I awake with Thy likeness," and" He
shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied."
And then, lastly, in the twenty-fourth of Matthew and the fortysecond verse, we have another mark of preparedness for the Lord's
coming: "Watch therefore." They are a people who are vigilant.
They know that they are passing through an evil world. They desire
to have garments kept unspotted, and therefore they are constantly
watchful, watchful lest the enemy should succeed in any measure,
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the least, to mar the beauty of the garments which have been clothed
upon them, the righteousness of their Lord and Saviour. Oh, be this
holy jealousy ours, fellow-believers, in increasing measures! Day by
day be it ours to put up the prayer, and oft-times during the day,
" Keep me, Lord, keep me from evil "-the prayer of Jabez-" lest it
grieve me." And the Lord will respond to these prayerful desires,
and He will bless the habit of vigilance in His saints and servants
and followers. Oh, may grace enable us, dear friends, to be a ready
people according to the exhortation of our text:· "Be ye therefore
ready also: for the Son of man cometh in an hour when ye think
not." "Blessed are those servants "-and shall be those servants"whom the Lord when He cometh shall find so doing."

SERMONETTE.

A WONDERFUL MESSAGE.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men."
-TITUS ii. 11.

THE above is a Scripture not clearly understood by many. But if
we define oUr terms, and understand what is meant by "the grace
of God" in this passage, all will be plain. The word "grace" has
different significations in Holy Scripture. Among these are :(1) "The free and eternal love and favour of God, which is the
spring and source of all the benefits which we receive from Him"
(Cruden). This is its usual signification, as in the passage, "By
grace ye have been saved" (Eph. ii. 5). Grace is altogether opposed
to merit or works. "If by grace, then it is no more of works"
(Rom. xi. 6). (2) Whatsoever is bestowed upon us by the free and
unmerited love of God, is called grace, as for example, Romans xii. 6:
" Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to
us." (3) The Gospel, the glad tidings sent of God to mankind, is
called grace, as in 2 Corinthians vi. 1: " We . . . beseech you also
that ye receive not the grace of God in vain." This is evidently the
meaning of the phrase ." the grace of God" in the passage of Scripture
we are considering. It means the Gospel of the grace of God. This
will be seen from a careful study of the context. Paul urges Titus
to exhort different classes of believers-aged men, aged women, young
men, and servants-to practical godliness, "For," he says, "the
grace of God" (that is, the Gospel of God's grace) "that bringeth
salvation hath appeared to all men" (i.e., to all classes of men),
" teaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should
live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world."
It does not materially alter the meaning if we translate, as in the
Revised Version, " The grace of God hath appeared, bringing salvation
to all men."
"
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The words, "bringing salvation," are the translation of one Greek
word, and show what the Gospel of the grace of God does. It brings
to men's notice, and proclaims salvation-salvation full and free
through the merits of Christ. It is a wonderful message! It tells of
salvation accomplished through the finished work of Christ. And the
contrite sinner who hears and believes this message in his heart, is
saved in personal experience, and will be " kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time"
(1 Peter i. 5). Hear the same Apostle Peter's testimony in the house
of Cornelius. In Acts x. 43, speaking of the Lord Jesus Christ, he says:
"To Him give all the prophets witness, that through His name
whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins. While
Peter yet spake these words the Holy Ghost fell on all them which
heard the word." Thus the message became the Gospel of their
salvation. It is indeed the glad tidings of the grace of God. And
it "hath appeared," or shined forth to men of all classes, for the
purpose of instructing them how they should live, while "looking
for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and
Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus ii. 13, R.V.).

THE CLOSE OF 1931.
THE last month in the year 1931! What solemn renunlscences to
some of us. What precious deliverances also, causing songs of praise.
What sweet communion with Himself and opened-out joysin His Word.
What turning-points, yes, and what turnings back and retracings
to some of us. The voice of the Lord has been conspicuous in His
dealings, sometimes very obscure and mysterious. To those who
know Him not, His voice is not heard. They will not listen, they will
not learn. They are blind and lame and deaf to spiritual things.
But to those who know and love Him, His voice is the voice of love,
even in the darkness. They feel the grip of His hand and know that He
will not c let them fall. They. know His voice and exclaim, "The
voice of my Beloved," and they rejoice, knowing that "He has
many things to say," of very precious import.
Many of the Lord's dear people have been removed to Himself in
glory this year, removed from sin and sorrows and many dark forebodings to the blissful sight of Himself, seeing His face and hearing
His welcome. Oh! dear mourners still on earth, rejoice for them.
They are indeed most "abundantly satisfied." Their hearts' desires
are all fulfilled as they behold Him. Rejoice with them, that they have
escaped the things that are coming on the earth, and are safely home.
1931 has been a year of turning-points and turning desires in the
experiences and walk of many. They have been turned back from
following the hard task master in the ways of sin. They were rushing
madly on to destruction, when suddenly the Holy Spirit arrested
them in their pursuits and turned their faces by His special grace,
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and went before them, guiding them into the Zion-ward path to Himself, His ways of pleasantness, and His paths of peace.
To those who know Him and have delighted in much sweet communion with Him, the way has been sweet, if not always smooth.
His voice has been clear to them. He has had "many things to
say" and His word has been very precious to them. His written
word in the Holy Scriptures is sweet to their taste, and they dive
more and more into the depths and discern the hidden treasure the
more they long to seek and to find great spoil. For the words of truth,
indited by the Holy Spirit, are wonderful words, springing from" the
deep sweet well of love," which has no brim and no bottom, and can
never be exhausted.
These are solemn days, dear reader, days of increase of knowledge,
of depths of science, of activity and energy in all directions. And
they are days of wickedness, abounding on all sides and in all ways.
Oh! what marvellous patience God has. He exercises it all for
Christ's own, whose" life is hid with Christ in God." Oh! what a
volume doth the soul sometimes read at once in that short promise" Because I live, ye shall live also."
The time is short ere He appear to our joy and to the confusion
of all His enemies, and the time is short for His people's witnessing
for Him. I almost envy the dear souls who are giving their lives for
foreign service in His cause, and in many cases the glad tidings are
received with great joy. I was reading a few days ago of one saying,
" And does He give this salvation? I never knew before that it was
a gift."
Ab! dear reader, " He gives and gives and gives again." All things
are in Christ. That is the plea-in Christ.
What a rest the ransomed soul has in the full salvation in Christ
alone, when the Holy Spirit reveals it to the burdened, anxious and
Christ-seeking soul.
"The love of Jesus, what it is,
None but His loved ones know."
Whatever the conflict, the darkness, the fear, yet" He shall appear
to your joy."
Hallelujah, none shall part Christ's own redeemed from Christ's
own heart!
And so as 1931 closes,
"He Who halh blessed us hitherto
Will bless us all the Journey through."
NETTlE.

SURELY we bear the name of Christians in vain, if our hopes and fears,
our joys and sorrows, our comforts and our cares, are not very different
from those of the generality among whom we live. "If any man,"
says Paul, "have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His"
(Rom. viii. 9).-John Newton.
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"THAT ROCK WAS CHRIST."
1

CORINTHIANS

x. 4.

THE Apostle Paul was a man specially taught by the Lord. He has
left his testimony to this fact in words which are clear and definite ;
he writes: "I certify you, brethren, that the Gospel which was
preached of me is not after man, for I neither received it of man,
neither was I taught it (by any man), but by the revelation of Jesus
Christ" (Gal. i. 11, 12). When appearing in his own defence before
King Agrippa, Paul gave fuller details as to his commission; he said:
the Lord sent me to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles, to open their
eyes and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of
Satan unto God, that they might receive forgiveness of sins and
inheritance among them who are sanctified by faith in Him (see Acts
xxvi. 15-18).
Paul's early upbringing gave him a natural fitness to be a leader
and a teacher: he was instructed and trained by Gamaliel, one of the
outstanding religious and educational authorities of that day, and
when this natural fitness was yielded to the Lord and he became a
truly sanctified man, his talents were employed for the highest purposes
(see Rom. xii. 1). He became a faithful expounder of the Truth,
and a careful writer concerning those important "things which are
most surely believed among us" (see Luke i. 1).
There is some reason to think that Paul had studied Roman law,
and he may even have intended to practise the profession of the law,
but when he was brought to believe in the Lord Jesus as his Saviour,
the whole course of his life was suddenly changed. Henceforth he
had no wish to " draw back" (Heb. x. 39) from following his Saviour
and Lord.
H the accounts of Paul's able defence of himself, when he was
called upon to appear, not only before the Jewish council, but also at
different times before Felix, Festus and Agrippa (Acts xxiii., xxiv.,
xxv., xxvi.), be carefully read, it will become apparent that Paul
possessed remarkable legal qualifications, and was intimately acquainted
with the proper mode of addressing these high Jewish and Roman
dignitaries. There was no hesitation or feebleness in presenting his
case; in fact his striking method of argument was such, that even that
eminent" orator named Tertullus" (Acts xxiv. 1) could not prevail
to overawe Paul. This achievement of Paul was not the result of
mere ability, great as this was, but it was the outcome of the Lord's
promise: "When they shall deliver you up to councils, and when ye
shall be brought before rulers and kings for My sake, take no thought
beforehand what ye shall speak, but whatsoever shall be given you in
that hour, that speak ye, for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy
Ghost" (see Mark xiii. 9-11).
Attention has been called in the foregoing paragraphs to Paul's
great legal abilities, because of the bearing the matter has upon the
passage quoted at the head of this paper and that which now follows.
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The Corinthians were a highly cultivated and intellectual peoplethat is to say from the world's point of view; but they were given up
to some of the worst abominations of idolatry. If Paul's words:
" That Rock was Christ," could have been taken literally, it would
have meant that Paul had given a tremendous advantage to his
adversaries-the idol worshippers-for they could (and would) have
said to him: " You condemn us for worshipping idols of gold and
silver and precious stones, and yet you say that your God is a rock.
Why are we wrong if you are right ~" In using the expression, " that
rock was Christ," Paul knew-for he was guided by the Holy Spiritthat those to whom he wrote, being believers, would understand his
words to mean-" The rock which Moses struck in the wilderness, and
from whence water flowed out, was a type or sign of the Lord Jesus
Who died for His people's sins, and from Whom they receive life."
In other words: "that rock prefigured or set forth Christ" (refer to
Exod. xvii. 6; Num. xx. 7-12).
If this truth has become clear to the reader, then it will be realized
what precious light is thrown upon a passage in the next chapter
(1 Cor. xi. 24), that passage in which Paul refers to the institution of
the Lord's Supper. Paul writes, "the Lord took bread, He gave
thanks, He brake the bread, and He said, This is My body, which is
broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me" (see verses 23-26).
If" rock" in chapter x. 4 is figurative, and we know it is, then" bread"
is figurative too. There can be no contradiction in Scripture. In
Hebrews ix. 28, it is written: "Christ was ONCE offered to bear the
sins of many"; and Peter, who was present when the Lord instituted
His Supper, wrote, " Christ also hath ONCE suffered for sins, the Just
for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in
the flesh, but quickened (or brought to life) by the Spirit" (1 Pet.
iii. 18). In these passages it is twice declared that Christ was only
offered ONCE. If the words, "this is My body, which is broken for
you," are not figurative but literal, then it follows that the Lord
offered Himself twice; once when He broke the bread and again when
He died upon the Cross. This cannot be, for the inspired writer of
the Epistle to the Hebrews definitely declares: "Christ has not often
suffered since the foundation of the world, but now ONCE in the end
of the world (or the age) hath He appeared to put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself" (Heb. ix. 26). If it could be that the Lord
Christ had died more than once, then it would follow that He had
come back to this earth an equal number of times, but the testimony
of the whole of the New Testament is that He is only coming a second
time, as it is written: "unto them that look for Him shall He appear
the SECOND time without sin unto salvation" (Heb. ix. 28).
When Paul used the expression, " that rock was Christ," he was in
reality employing a figure well known and understood by the Jews.
David asserts that the Spirit of the Lord taught him to say, "the
God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me" (2 Sam. xxiii.
2, 3), and in agreement with this teaching he writes: "The Lord is
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my Rock"; "Who is a Rock save our God" (2 Sam. xxii. 2, 32).
Moses having experienced that" the cleft rock" set forth and typified
the Lord Jesus as the hiding-place of the sinner (see Exod. xxxiii.
18-23, especially 22; xxxiv. 5-9), could understandingly sing: "He
is the Rock, His work is perfect" (Deut. xxxii. 4), and he added,
" there is no rock like our ROCK" (see verse 31).
The Lord Jesus used the figure of a rock as an emblem of Himself
when He spake of the house built upon a rock (Matt. vii. 24, 25), and
He confirmed the reference when He said in effect to Peter, "You
have confessed the Truth that I am the Christ, the Son of the Living
God. It is only as men and women believe this and so believe in Me,
trust Me, and build all their hopes upon Me, the Sure Foundation, that
they can be members of My Church." "I am the One Foundation"
(see Matt. xvi. 16-18, with 1 Cor. iii. 11).
He Who condescended to refer to the huge rocks of the east as
illustrations of Himself, also condescended to employ the homely
bread as another illustration of what He is to all who do believe in
Him (John vi. 32, 33, 35, 58, 63). Types and figures must not be
confused with the reality that they are intended to illustrate.
P. I. B.
THE APOSTLE PAUL ON THE ISLAND OF MELITA.
" THEY changed their minds, and said that he was a god "-a very
forlorn one they might well have thought, but at least they had not
taken so long to alter their estimates as the less savage, but far less
kind and much blinder, usurper of Christ's name does, who finds out
after two or three centuries that after all such and such people were
saints. However, they changed their minds, though Paul might have
told them that the former designation was the truer: he was no god,
he had indeed been a "murderer." It may be that he did tell them,
during his three months' sojourn on the island, of the mercy that came
to him at first, and had come to him ever since, from an unchanging
God and Saviour. Favour had waited on him when he first saw light
in Tarsus, as it had long before that; wisdom had appointed his days
at the feet of Gamaliel; long-suffering had watched his career of
persecution; pity and power had turned his feet into the way of
peace. No determination of his, in one direction or another, had
affected the purposes of God either as to what he should be or what
he should do. If the apostle had preached to the Melitians from the
text, " I am the Lord, I change not, therefore ye sons of Jacob are
not consumed," he could have made them believe readily enough that
he would have been destroyed already, not once or twice, if perils,
cruelties, and shipwrecks had been under any other control than that
of the Maker and Preserver of men, and better still at the command
of the God and Father of his Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. He
could have told them that iniquity would have been his ruin, if the
forgiveness of God knew abatement, and if the love of God (like that
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of himself and his fellows) had been alterable or variable; he would
have perished in his affliction, as King David said, if the word of promise
had been other than impregnably sure. Probably he would have
remarked in his opening sentences that the very way in which the text
is put---" I am the Lord, I change not "-implies that He only and
He alone, remains eternally and continually constant. All besides
-thrones, and powers, places, ways, men and things, thoughts and
conditions, views and feelings, come and go like the waters that cover
the sea. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and for ever, and nothing
has been added to, nothing has been taken from, the teaching and
communion of the Holy Comforter since He came to abide with
His people for ever.
Had time allowed, the strange missionary could have enlarged on
the expression, "Ye sons of Jacob."
Then there was Jacob himself. Few and evil were his changing
days, at least he said so. But he was not consumed, or he survived
the consumption of which he complained when he said to the shifting
Laban, "Thus was I, in the day the drought consumed me and the
frost by night, and my sleep departed from me . . . and thou hast
changed my wages ten times." And then he fell back upon the
eternal Name that had been revealed to him, and said, " Except the
God of my father, the God of Abraham and the fear of Isaac had been
with me, surely thou hadst sent me away now empty." But one
thing was above all the schemes of Laban-a certainty which forbad
that Jacob should ever be empty, and that was the promise given in
the night at Bethel: "I will surely do thee good." God had said so,
and He knew no shadow of a turning, while Jacob went in and out,
was distressed beyond measure, was filled with comfort, sinned and
was sinned against, wandered and settled, being led and fed all his life
long.
I thought of this one day, when reading the complaint which opens
the prophecy of Habakkuk, and comparing it with the closing song
of triumph and confidence. At the beginning, the prophet seemed
to be sunk in sorrow and in perplexity; at the end he was singing his
happiest, with nothing tangible to show, either in hand or in prospect.
Surely it was the God of all comfort Who had changed his mourning
into dancing, had turned his shadow of death into the morning, had
given him the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praise for
the spirit of heaviness. May we know the sweetness of such changes,
and what it is to have our feet lifted out of the miry clay and pit,
and set upon the Rock.
FOLLOWER-ON.
" IF we believe that original sin has so destroyed us, that even in the
godly who are led by the Spirit, it causes the utmost molestation by
striving against that which is good; it is manifest, that there can be
nothing left in a man devoid of the Spirit, which can turn itself towards
good, but which must turn towards ·evil."-Luther's Bondage of the
Will.
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A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE.
By THE LATE C. H. SPURGEON.
" Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and shall call His
narne Immanuel."-IsAIAH vii. 14.
LET us to-day go down to Bethlehem, and in company with wondering
shepherds and adoring Magi, let us see Him Who was born King of
the Jews, for we by faith can claim an interest in Him, and can sing,
" Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given." Jesus is Jehovah
incarnate, our Lord and our God, and yet our brother and friend;
let us adore and admire. Let us notice at the very first glance His
miraculous conception. It was a thing unheard of before, and unparalleled since, that a virgin should conceive and bear a Son. "The
Lord hath created a new thing in the earth, a woman shall compass
a man." The first promise ran thus, " The seed of the woman," not
the offspring of the man. Since venturous woman led the way in
the sin which brought forth Paradise lost, she, and she alone, ushers
in the Regainer of Paradise. Our Saviour, although truly man, was
as to His human nature the Holy One of God. By the power of the
Holy Spirit, He was born of the virgin without the taint of original
sin which appertains to all those who are born of the flesh. Let us
reverently bow before the Holy Child Whose innocence restores to
manhood its ancient glory; and let us pray that He may be formed
in us, the hope of glory. Fail not to note His humble parentage. His
mother, our morning's portion describes simply as "a virgin," not
a princess, or prophetess, nor a matron of large estate. True, her
lineage was not to be despised, for the blood of kings ran in her veins;
nor was her mind a weak and untaught one, for she could sing most
sweetly a song of praise; but yet how humble her position, how
poor the man to whom she stood affianced, and how miserable the
accommodation afforded to the new-born King! Thus has poverty
become consecrated, and men of low estate are exalted to honour.
Every believer is a portrait of Christ, but a poor saint is the same
well-drawn picture hung in the selfsame frame of poverty which
surrounds the Master's image. .
We esteem every day alike, but still as the season and the general
custom suggest thoughts of Jesus, let us joyfully remember our dear
Redeemer's glorious birth. Every day should be the birthday of the
Saviour to a renewed soul. Amid all that is humiliating there is
much that is honourable in the circumstances of the birth of our
Immanuel. Whose birth was ever ushered in by a long train of
prophecy, or longed for by such a multitude of hearts ~ Who but
He can boast of a forerunner who marked Him as the coming Man ~
When did angels indulge in midnight songs, or did God ever hang
a new star in the sky before ~ To whose cradle did rich and poor
make so willing a pilgrimage, and offer such hearty and unsought
oblations ~ Well may earth rejoice, well may all men cease their
labour to celebrate "the grea~ birthday" of Jesus. 0 Bethlehem,
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house of bread, we see in thee our hopes for ever gratified! 'Tis
He, the Saviour, long foretold, to usher in the age of gold. Let gladness rule the hour, let holy song and sweet heart-music accompany
our soul in its raptures of delight.
The golden name Immanuel is inexpressibly delightful. It is a word
fit for the lips of cherubim for its majesty, but because of its marvellous
condescension none but men can utter it. He is not so with seraphs
as He is with us. God with us in our nature, in our sorrow, in our
lifework, in our punishment, in our grave, and now with us, or rather
we with Him, in resurrection, ascension, triumph, and second advent
splendour. The Babe of Bethlehem appears to be manifestly with
us in weakness and in poverty, let us not forget that He is equally
near us in His glory and honour. Faith clasps the child, and love
kisses Him with the kisses of her lips. Oh, for true spiritual fellowship
with Immanuel all this day!
(!!otte~ponlJrnce.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Edit01' of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-Your leading article in this month's MAGAZINE on
" The Believer's Lamp" is both timely and precious. I was struck
with what you say on page 466, "It is a great help to carry about
with us a pocket New Testament," and I thought how applicable
this is to our young soldiers and sailors. That is one way in which
we are able to help them, by supplying them with a pocket Testament.
We have been able to give away many hundreds of copies, which
have in most cases been greatly treasured by them; and now that
Christmas is drawing near we shall hope to be able to give away some
further copies. On the outward-bound transport ships it is nice to
be able to place a copy in the hands of those who would like to read
it on the voyage and in some far distant station of the Empire. I
hope also to receive this Christmas as many bound volumes as our
friends can spare. I am grateful to the friend at Droitwich who so
kindly sends beautifully bound copies of the Bible and Daily light,
We trust our friends will help us all they can in these trying times
Yours sincerely,
21, Fi'rfield St1'eet, Totterdown, Bristol,
R. E. BRIDER.
November, 1931.
" As soon as Ezra and Nehemiah begin to labour, Sanballat and
Tobiah are stirred up to hinder them. What then 1 We are not
alarmed because Satan hindereth us, for it is a proof that we are on
the Lord's side, and are doing the Lord's work, and in His strength
we shall win the victory, and triumph over our adversary."-C. H.
Spurgeon.
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CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS.
A VERY happy Christmas to all my dear young readers, whether in
the Homeland or far away in other parts of the British Empire.
Some are in heathen lands, having gone forth to tell the joyful tidings
of a Saviour's love to those who have never heard. A very happy
Christmas to you all.
Our very first Christmas thoughts must, of course, be of Jesus,
our precious Saviour and Lord.
"There is a name I love to hear,
I love to sing its worth,
It sounds like music in mine ear,
The sweetest Name on earth."

How wonderful is the story of His arrival into a sinful world! He
left the glory which He had with His Father before the world was,
took our nature upon Him, and was born in the likeness of sinful
men. Yet He is the holy, spotless Son of the living God. We shall
never be able, whilst here on earth, to understand the greatness of
that love, which caused Him thus to empty Himself of His glory,
and be born in such poverty, that he was laid in a manger, there being
no room for the Maker of heaven and earth in that inn at Bethlehem.
It is no wonder that we should read in the Gospels of His birth
being announced both to Joseph and Mary by an angel; of an
angel appearing to the pious shepherds by night, and telling them
the good tidings of great joy, in which all people should share, that
into this world had been born a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord;
that a multitude of angels should appear, " praising God and saying,
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward
men"; and that wise men from the East should be led by a star
" to the place where Jesus lay."
"Jesus came-the heavens adoringCame with peace from realms on high;
Jesus came for man's redemption,
Lowly came on earth to die:
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Came in deep humility."

Let us, then, who have tasted that the Lord is gracious, rejoIce in
the fact that our Saviour has accomplished all He came to do, and
has ascended into heaven, " having obtained eternal redemption for us."
Christmas is also a time of special remembrance of those to whom
we are united by family ties. Young folks, whose parents are still
spared to them, will do their best to be with them on that day; and,
if hindered from doing so, will see to it that loving greetings and, if
possible, a gift of some kind, shall reach them as a token of their
loving thoughts. You young people who are at home should specially
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seek to brighten the lives of others at this time. It is remarkable
how much a Christian girl or boy can do to make home happy.
Some of my readers will be seeking to bring Christmas joy into
the dark lives of many in the mission stations, where, in heathen
lands, some have been called out of darkness into God's marvellous
light. No doubt news will reach our land in the near future of much
joy and happiness being realized as our precious Saviour is lovingly
remembered. "To Him be glory."

E. A. H.
THE WORD MADE FLESH.
THE Son of God, in mighty love,
Came down to Bethlehem for me,
Forsook His throne of light above,
An infant upon earth to be.
In love, the Father's sinless Child
Sojourned at Nazareth for me;
With sinners dwelt the Undefiled,
The Holy One in Galilee.
Jesus, Whom angel-hosts adore,
Became a Man of griefs for me ;
In love, though rich, becoming poor,
That I through Him enriched might be.
Though Lord of all, above, below,
He went to Olivet for me,
There drank my cup of wrath and woe,
When bleeding in Gethsemane.
The ever blessed Son of God
Went up to Calvary for me,
There paid my debt, there bore my load
In His own body on the tree.
Jesus, Whose dwelling is the skies,
Went down into the grave for me,
There overcame my enemies,
There won the glorious victory.
In love the whole dark path He trod,
To consecrate a way for me,
Each bitter footstep marked with blood,
From Bethlehem to Calvary.
'Tis finished all: the veil is rent,
The welcome sure, the access free;
Now then we leave our banishment,
o Father, to return to Thee!
(Horatius Bonar, D.D.)
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In ll!lemotiam.
MRS. SARAH GRIFFITHS.
OF WINSFORD, CHESHIRE.
WE regret to have to announce the death of l\'1rs. Griffiths, of Winsford,
Cheshire. She was the widow of the late Mr. Ambrose Griffiths, who
was called Home on Sept. 17th, 1924. A notice of his Home-call
appeared in our issue for November of that year. !fr. Griffiths
himself was brought to the knowledge of the truth through the ministry
of the late Rev. Thomas Davis, who was then Vicar of Wharton.
Mrs. Griffiths had reached the ripe age of seventy-eight, and she
passed away on Friday evening, Oct. 2nd.
Her nephew informs us that she "was so self-effacing. She was
indeed content to fill a little space, so God was glorified. She, like
her husband, treasured the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, they having been
readers for more than fifty years. She always read the monthly
issues through." Her husband had thirty-one bound volumes of the
MAGAZINE. He presented the volume for the year 1877 to his wife
before their marriage.
" I remember," says her nephew, "how s,veetly and trustfully she
met the great sorrows of her life when she lost her daughter in the
year 1919, and her husband in the year 1924."
A notice which appears in the local press informs us that Mrs.
Griffiths was at one time a Sunday School teacher at Wharton Church
of England School. There, too, she was a worshipper at the Church
during the ministry of the late Rev. C. Cay, who had charge of the
parish. Before her marriage she served for five years as a pupil
teacher at Winsford Church of England School, and was afterwards
mistress of the Infant School at Danebridge Church of England
School, Leftwich. She used to say to her nephew, "Don't forget to
send my money for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, also my subscription,
along with yours."
Mrs. Griffiths leaves one son (Mr. Thomas E. Griffiths) who is on
the staff at St. Paul's School, Adlington, near Bolton. Our warm
Christian sympathy is extended to him, to her nephew, and to all
others who are mourning her loss. We earnestly hope that her son
and others may now become subscribers to the MAGAZINE.
It is touching to know that the MAGAZINE has been treasured in
that family for more than fifty years. We hope that many more
generations of the same and other families may be led to value the
great and precious truths for which the MAGAZINE stands.
" THIS is certainly required: truth is called for in the inward parts:
God will have sin not only cast aside, but cast a way with abhorrence.
So He speaks, 'Ye that love the Lord, see that ye hate evil.' "-John
Be1yidge.
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THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSFEL MAGAZINE gratefully
receipt of the following donations to the Fund :£ s.
Astbury, Miss E. A. . .
0 14
Everard, Mrs. ..
0 1
Holder, Mr. L.
1 8
0 14
Tremain, Mr. W.
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acknowledge the

d.
0
0
0
0

lSeaeon.

TWO FOUNDATION TRUTHS.
(FROM Foundation Truths, BY THE LATE REV. J. B. WADDINGTON,
VICAR OF Low MOOR, CLITI-IEROE.)

" Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I l(~y in Zion for a foundation a
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation :
he that believeth shall not make haste."-IsAIAH xxviii. 16.
"Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is JESUS
CHRIST."-l CORI:KTHIA:KS iii. 11.
AN Evangelical writer says, " The stream of religion is far wider in
England than it was a hundred years ago. But, alas! it is far more
shallow." "It is in vain to shut our eyes to the fact that there is
a vast quantity of so-called Christianity nowadays which you cannot
call positively unsound, but which nevertheless is not full measure,
good weight, and sixteen ounces to the pound. As dear old Henry
Venn said, 'It is a Christianity in which there is something about
Christ, and something about grace, and something about faith, and
something about repentance, and something about holiness, but it is
not the real thing as in the Bible.' As old Latimer would have said,
, It is a kind of mingle-mangle, and does no good.' "
It therefore becomes us to consider seriously what we are receiving
or teaching as the truth of God, for a mistake here may be fatal to
ourselves or precious souls influenced by us, or committed to our
charge. Even though we may be saved, it may be "yet so as by
fire" (1 Cor. iii. 15) or as one rescued from some terrible shipwreck
with the loss of all but his own life.
In the spring of 1884, the Daniel Steinmann, a fine steamer belonging to the Belgian White Cross Line, from Antwerp to New York,
with ninety passengers and thirty-four of a crew, struck on a ledge
of rock six miles off Sambro' Head, Nova Scotia, and sank in deep
water. All on board perished with the exception of the captain and
four of the crew.
The cause of this disaster was a fog, which led the captain to
mistake the light. He said that if a gun had been fired by those
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in charge of the Signal Station, when they saw he was on the wrong
course, he would have discovered his error, and stood off from the
dangerous coast until the fog cleared away. Navigators dread nothing
so much as a mist or a fog, and greatly prefer a storm, if only the
weather be clear, so that they can see where they are, and whither
they are going.
I would, therefore, sound a note of warning, and point out a few
of what appear to be Landmarks or Great Foundation Truths. First
and foremost amongst these is:
1. The Word of God Only-our rule of faith.
" There is a Chart whose tracings show
The onward course when tempests blow;
'TiB God's own 'Vord I there, there is found,
Direction for the homeward bound."

It is the right of every man to read and study the Bible-the
inspired Word of God-for himself, and to bring all that he is taught
to the test of God's Word written, seeking the guidance and the
leading of the Holy Spirit; interpreting Scripture by Scripture, and
not by the traditions or systems of fallible men-whether individuals,
Councils, or Churches, however venerable and popular. This is the
rule laid down in Holy Scripture, " To the Law and to the Testimony
if they speak not according to this Word, it is because there is no
light in them" (Isa. viii. 20). Of the Bereans we read, " These were
more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the
Word with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily,
whether those things were so" (Acts xvii. ll).
This principle is asserted by the Reformed Church of England in
her Sixth Article.
The supremacy of the Holy Scriptures stands foremost in the controversy between the Church of Rome and the Reformed Churches;
for "the Bible and the Bible alone is the religion of Protestants."
All the standard-bearers for Christ have been men of one book, and
that book, THE BIBLE.
It has been well said, that" a Protestant is, as the word means,
, a witness for something' not a mere denier of something. 'Evangelical Protestantism' is embraced in what the great Historian of the
Reformation, Merle D'Aubigne, has called, ' The Three Onlies '-The
Word of God only, The merit of Christ only, The work of the Spirit
only.
" The Word of God only. There is no other rule of faith, of practice,
of hope. All teaching must be examined by that standard; our
faith must stand, not in the word of man, of Pope, of Prince, of
Parliament, of Fathers, of Councils, but in the Word, and so in the
power of God."
The late Dean M'Neile urged the importance of verifying the watches
of men's teaching by the sundial of God's Word.
But the Bible must not only be studied" for doctrine," but also
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" for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the
man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
work " (2 Tim. iii. 16, 17). It was the prayerful, diligent study of
the Word of God, in simple dependence upon the teaching of the
Holy Spirit, which produced such champions as the Reformers and
Martyrs of the sixteenth century, the Theologians and Divines of the
seventeenth century, and the Evangelists and Missionaries of the
eighteenth and the beginning of the nineteenth century. A veteran
champion for Christ of this century-comparing the present day with
the past--recently wrote, "The chief defect after all is the neglect
of searching the Scriptures experimentally, spiritually, dogmatically,
for the soul's own good, and as a matter of personal religion, with
much retirement and prayer."
This I would especially urge upon the younger members of our
Union, for then, and then only, will they be "stedfast, unmovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord," and be fitted and prepared
to take the place of the old Evangelical standard-bearers who have
departed to be with Christ: and then only may they expect to finish
their course with joy, and to hear the Master's "Well done, good
and faithful (even if not successful) servant."
Opening the Bible we read of :2. Condemnation-Total and Um'versal of the whole human race
through the sin of Adam, who represented all his descendants in the
Covenant of Works, so that, when he, their Covenant head, fell, they
"fell with him in one great and utter ruin,· and are by nature the
children of wrath" (Eph. ii. 3). Further, they are under the curse
of a broken law by their own actual transgressions, the result of a
totally corrupt and fallen nature, inherited by each of his (Adam's)
posterity, and their condemnation is thus confirmed: ." For it is
written, Cursed is everyone that continueth not in all things which
are written in the Book of the Law to do them" (Gal. iii. 10). From
this state of universal ruin and condemnation none can deliver or
save themselves, either in whole or in part, by any merit (for they
have none) or any act (for they are spiritually dead) of their own.
" For there is no difference: for all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God" (Rom. iii. 22, 23).
This brings us to God's way of salvation, as revealed in the Scriptures; for sin, and salvation from sin, are the two great subjects of
the Bible, just as the blood, like a scarlet thread, runs through the
whole Book.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Annual Meeting and Sale of Work in connection with the
Brighton Auxiliary was held on Tuesday, Oct. 11th. In the morning
the sale was opened by P. Wakeley, Esq., and the result of the efforts
of the Brighton friends was very satisfactory. In the afternoon a
service was held in the Presbyterian Church, when the Rev. John
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Raven, of Smallfields, preached from the words, "Casting all your
care upon Him, for He careth for you." During the meeting a report
of the year's work of the Auxiliary was given by S. Anscombe, Esq.
A large company of friends gathered in Grove Road Chapel,
Eastbourne, on Oct. 28th, for the Annual Meeting in connection with
the Auxiliary in that town. The Pastor, Rev. H. Popham, presided;
details of accounts were given by Mr. Blinkhorn, and addresses by
Mr. Funnell, Mr. Barford, and the Secretary. The Sale of Work, held
during the day, was well attended and the result was encouraging.
The Committee recognize that the country is passing through
a critical time, which makes it somewhat difficult for friends to respond
so readily to charitable appeals, but they believe the friends of the
Society will continue their practical sympathy so that the needy
pensioners of the Society may not suffer.
Meetings in the interest of the Society will (D.V.) be held as follows:
Dec. 2nd, Sale of Work at Hodey; 3rd, Sale of Work at Croydon;
Service at Walker Memorial Church in the evening of the 9th; and
Meeting at the Old Baptist Chapel, Guildford, in the evening of the
17th.
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Do You REMEMBER SmCLAIR STEVENSON ~ By Margaret Stevenson.
Pp. 257. Price 6s. net. (Basil Blackwell, Oxford.)
This volume, just published, is a loving memoir of the Rev. John
Sinclair Stevenson. The authoress was his wife and they were evidently
devotedly attached to each other.
Mr. Stevenson was born in Dublin on Feb. 4th, 1868, and he died
on May 8th, 1930. He was the elder son of the Rev. Fleming
Stevenson, D.D. He was educated at Clifton College, Bristol, at the
time when the late Canon Wilson, a Churchman of modernist views,
was headmaster. Later he st,udied at Lincoln College, Oxford, and
in 1890 he went up to Edinburgh to study at the New Co]]ege. After
gaining his B.D. in Edinburgh, he took a course at the Theological
Seminary, Princeton, America. Eventually he became a devoted
Irish Presbyterian Missionary in India, where he laboured until a
breakdown in health necessitated his return home. He then settled
down in Ireland, where he ended his earthly career.
The readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE will be specially interested
to learn that his wife was Alice Margaret, younger daughter of
H. O. Adams, Esq., Strathmore, Leamington, and grand-daughter of
the late Rev. D. A. Doudney, D.D., Vica-r of St. Luke's, B-ristol, and
Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
They were married on June 27th, 1906. Our readers, however,
will be disappointed to learn that there is no evidence in this volume
that the pair thus happily united held those great doctrines of grace
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for which this MAGAZINE stands, and which were so valued by the late
Dr. Doudney, it.s former editor.
Even the teaching received at Princeton, once famous for the
Calvinistic theology of the great Dr. Charles Hodge, did not apparently
result in the subject of this memoir taking his stand as a witness
to the great doctrines of grace.
We cannot but regret to read that when at Princeton, " He joined
the famous Benham Club, and founded a Society for Catholic Presbyterians of simila,r High Church proclivities, and his love of ritual
gained for him the title of 'Pope'" (p. 31).
Incidental references to his career seem to show that he ca rried
these" High Church proclivities" with him all through his life. He
writes in most glowing and approving terms of the Conference of
Faith and Order held at Lausanne, which had for its object the
reunion of Christendom, and amongst whose leaders were such men
as the present Bishop of Gloucester and Bishop Gore (pp. 233-235).
The great impression which we gain from reading the volume is that
although Mr. Stevenson was a lovable character, a devoted missionary,
and full of Irish humour and brightness, his principles were not ill
the direction of the old Evangelicalism either as set forth in the
Westminster Confession of Faith or in the Thirty-nine Articles of
Religion.
He was passionately desirous of uniting the very varied forces of
Christendom. We read, " His passion for union also found expression
for Presbyterian and Anglican, Methodist, Salvation Army and the
Church of the Brethren were all represented" at a great Conference
which he organized in India (p. 25). He was "the breaker down of
barriers, the inspirer of larger sympathies" (p. 26). "It was quite
impossible for him to pass a village Church (whether it happened to
be Roman Catholic or Protestant was a thing irrelevant) without
quietly slipping in to kneel for a moment in prayer for the village
and its priest and his own beloved India" (p. 117).
On the voyage out, after his first furlough, he "arranged a united
missionary meeting in what would now be termed the true Lausanne
spirit-i.e., unity without infringing anyone's obedience. There were
missionaries of very varied Societies on board, including two Franciscan
friars. These two were asked to speak first and give an account of
their work, and that ended missionary meeting A. Immediately
their addresses were ended they withdrew and missionary meeting B,
addressed by representatives of the various Protestant bodies, was
held" (p. 124). Evidently the two Romish friars were uncompromising. They would not remain to listen to addresses by professing
Protestants. Would that professing Protestants were equally unCOlllpromising! On his death-bed Mr. Stevenson was visited, amongst
others, by " the parish priest," and Mr. Stevenson asked him for his
blessing (p. 242).
For ourselves we grieve intensely over the compromising fellowship
with Modernists and Sacerdotalists now so prevalent in most of the
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denominations into which Christendom is divided, and we feel that
Scripture loudly calls to the Lord's true people to come out and be
separate, and touch not the unclean thing of Modernist and Sacerdotal
error. There must be no fellowship between the light of God's truth,
and the awful and black darkness which prevails in the professing
Church.
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND ALMANAC, 1932. Price 2d.; Bound in
Cloth 9d. (Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street,
Strand, London, W.C.2.)
This is the forty-fourth year of the issue of this Almanac, originally
compiled by the late Henry Miller. It is prefaced by an article on
" The Reformers and the Bible," by the Rev. C. M. Chavasse, M.A.
This is followed by valuable information about the Church Association
and its work, and an exposure of the false teaching of the Romanisers
in the Church of England. Information about the National Assembly
and Parochial Church Councils is also given. A list of the Archbishops, Bishops, and Deans of the Church of England at home and
abroad follows. A table of the lessons to be read in the services
of the Church of England is given in the Calendar. The Almanac
should be on the reading desks of all our Churches, and will prove
useful for constant reference in every home.
We have received from Mr. Clement Wileman :" GOSPEL ECHOES" DIARY. Price 2d.
" GOSPEL ECHOES" SHEET ALMANAC. Price Id.
" GOSPEL ECHOES": A Monthly Magazine. Price id.
"GOSPEL ECHOES" SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNIVERSARY HYMNS AND
MUSIC. Price 3d.; Words only 3s. per 100.
The DIARY and SHEET ALMANAC are attractively got up. THE
MONTHLY MAGAZINE will be found useful for sale or for distribution
from house to house. All may be obtained from Mr. Clement Wileman,
74, Vivian Avenue, Hendon, London, N.W.4.
THE LORD'S SUPPER: ITs MEANING, VALUE, AND TRUE USE.
THE REAL PRESENCE (LOCALIZED) IN THE LIGHT OF HOLY SCRIPTURE
AND THE PRAYER BOOK.
Both these pamphlets are by the Rev. F. G. Llewellin, M.A., B.D.,
the Vicar of Kidsgrove, near Stoke-on-Trent. They take the Evangelical position in reference to the Lord's Supper and are definitely
opposed to the false teaching of the Anglo-Catholics and Romanists.
They are well worthy of circulation. The price is 2d. each, and
they can be obtained from The Protesta·'t Truth Society, 3 and 4,
St. Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.4.
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