THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
UCOYFORT YE, OOMFORT YE MY PEOPLE, SUTH YOUR GODo"
•• ENDEA.VOt:1RINQ TO KEEP TIlE UNITY OP THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OIl' PEA.CK."

"JESUS CKRIST, TIlE SAME YESTERDA.Y, AND ..TO-DAY, AND FOR EVER."

No. 804,

}

DECEMBER, 1932,

NEw SERIES,

m::i)e
OR,

No. 2.004.
{ OLD SERIRS

jfamtl~ ~Ottion;

WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION,

COUNSEL, AND COllFOR'I'.

.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTIJU.NS i. 4.

NEW TESTAMENT COMFORT.
"Blessed are they that mourn:
MATTHEW v. 4.

for they shall be comforted."-

OUR LORD was addressing His disciples. He opened His mouth
and taught them (His disciples), saying, "Blessed are they that
mourn: for they shall be comforted." The New Testament
contains a great deal about the comfort which GOD bestows upon
the members of His family. The Family Portion is intended to
contain "words of spiritual caution, counsel, and comfort," and
on this occasion we desire to speak words of comfort from the
New Testament to the LORD'S children who read these pages.
1. First, the New Testament tells us of the Source of all real
comfort.
GOD Himself is the source of all real and abiding comfort. He is
called" the GOD of patience and consolation" (Rom. xv. 5). He
is called "the GOD of all comfort" (2 Cor. i. 3). Comfort of all
kinds proceeds from Him. He is its Author and Bestower. Those
who are in the broad way are "without God in the world"
(Eph. ii. 12), and therefore they are destitute of all real comfort.
Those whom GOD has regenerated and placed in His family,
having redeemed them with the precious blood of His dear
SON, are a people to whom He says, "I will be their GOD, and
they shall be 1\1y people" (J er. xxxi. 33).
On such He bestows comfort. They are comforted now, and
eternal comfort will be their portion.
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2. Secondly, the
comfort.

New

Testament teUs us of the means of

GOD comforts the objects of His grace through His dear SON.
CHRIST is called "the consolation of Israel" (Luke ii. 25). All
comfort flows to the members of GOD'S family through CHRIST.
He was anointed by the HOLY GHOST that He might," comfort
all that mourn." One of the greatest comforts is to have the
assurance that our sins are forgiven, and that therefore we are
delivered for ever from the merited curse of the law which we
have broken. This great and infinite blessing, CHRIST has procured
for all His believing people. His blood of the new Covenant was
"shed for many for the remission of sins" (Matt. xxvi. 28). Those
who have faith in His blood can say, "We have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches
of His grace" (Eph. i. 7). They owe to His blood their regeneration,
their call by grace, their justification, and their final glorification.
The comfort of these great blessings comes to us through CHRIST.
GOD comforts His people on the ground of CHRIST'S blood and
righteousness.
GOD comforts His people through His SPIRIT. CHRIST comforted
His people while He was with them in the flesh, and in view ot
His departure He promised to send" another COMFORTER." That
other COMFORTER is the HOLY GHOST. Through Him the FATHER
communicates all spiritual comfort to His people. They are
wasl;1ed, sanctified and justified" in the name of the LORD JESUS,
and by the SPIRIT of our GOD" (see 1 Cor. vi. 11).
Thus in order that GOD'S people should possess real and abiding
comfort there is need for the action of a Trinity of persons-the
FATHER, the SON, and the HOLY GHOST.
GOD also comforts by His Word. That Word was inspired by
the HOLY GHOST, and it was written by inspired men for our
learning, "that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures
might have hope" (Rom. xv. 4). The doctrines, the precepts,
the promises, and the predictions of Scripture are full of comfort
for the LORD'S people. But if our Bibles are not daily and prayerfully read and pondered they can afford no comfort. Many of
GOD'S people suffer from discomfort, because the Word which was
written for their comfort is unduly crowded out by other things.
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We need to meditate in that Word day and night. We need to
be able to say, " 0 how love I Thy law! it is my meditation all
the day" (Ps. cxix. 97).
3. Thirdly, the New Testament tells us of the kind of persons whom
GOD comforts.
(1). First, He comforts the mourners. "Blessed are they that
mourn: for they shall be comforted." GOD loves to see His
people mourning over their sins. "To this man will I look, even
to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at My
word" (Isa. lxvi. 2). "The LORD is nigh unto them that are
of a broken heart, and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit"
(Ps. xxxiv. 18). He takes note of them who mourn over their sins.
He is near to them, and He saveth them, and thus He comforteth
them. He saves them from all the penalty which their sins
deserve. He forgiveth all their iniquities. He cleanses them in
the fountain of CHRIST'S blood. Thus are they comforted. He
also comforts His people when great sorrows cause them to mourn.
He is "the GOD of all comfort." Hence He comforts the literal
mourner. He knows how keenly His people feel the removal of
their loved ones, and as a father pitieth his children, "so the LORD
pitieth them that fear Him." He knows their sorrows, and even
their groanings are not hid from Him.
The LORD JESUS wept with Martha and Mary, and by His power
He brought comfort to them. He does not now raise from the
dead, but He is able to succour them that are tried and tempted.
(2). Secondly, He comforts the troubled ones.
He is a GOD "Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we
may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the
comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOD" (2 Cor.
i. 4). The troubles of GOD'S people are multifarious. They are
many in number. They arise from different causes and take
different forms, but GOD comforts His people in all their tribulations. There is no form of trouble with which He cannot deal.
(3). Thirdly, He comfo'rts the cast down ones.
The great Apostle Paul, strong, vigorous, and courageous though
he was, sometimes got depressed. He says, "When we were come
into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on
every side; without were fightings, within were fears. Nevertheless
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GOD, that comforteth those that are cast down, comforted us by
the coming of Titus" (2 Cor. vii. 5, 6). Art thou cast down 1
GOD is in the habit of comforting those that are cast down. " Why
art thou cast down, 0 my soul 1 . . . Hope thou in GOD: for I
shall yet praise Him, Who is the health of my countenance, and
my GOD" (Ps. xlii. 11).
4. Fourthly, the New Testament tells of the time when comfort is
bestowed.
The LORD'S people enjoy a measure of comfort in this present
time. GOD hath already given them" everlasting consolation and
good hope through grace" (2 Thess. ii. 16). They" have a strong
consolation who have fled for refuge to lay hold" of the hope set
before them" (Heb. vi. 18). They are enabled more or less now
to walk" in the fear of the LORD, and in the comfort of the HOLY
GHOST" (Acts ix. 31).
'
They are also comforted in the disembodied state. When they
are" absent from the body" they are comforted. Note the case
of Lazarus. What comfort it must have been to him to be " carried
by the angels into Abraham's bosom." He was evidently one of
the heirs of salvation to whom the angels minister.
Then hear what is said of him. " Now he is comforted" (Luke
xvi. 22, 25). Oh, the mercy of such an assurance-an assurance
which is true of all who" die in the LORD." " Now he or she is
comforted." What comfort it is to our hearts to know that
beloved ones are comforted now, though absent from the body.
They are "with CHRIST," and therefore eternal comfort is their
portion.
The fulness of the comfort of the LORD'S people will take place
when they are comforted with resurrection glory.
Those who have fallen asleep will GOD bring with JESUS when
He comes again. Then the dead in CHRIST shall rise first. His
living people shall be changed, and they will all be "caught up
together to meet the LORD in the air: and so shall we ever be
with the LORD. Wherefore comfort one another with these words"
(1 Thess. iv. 13-18).
THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

---
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OUR CITIZENSHIP.
" For our conversation is in heaven,. from whence also we look for
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile
body, that it may be fashioned l'ike unto Ht'.s glorious body,
according to the working whereby He is able even to subdu.e all
things unto Himself."-PHILIPPIANs in. 20, 21.

THE word translated "conversation" in this passage does not, as
in some other passages, refer to our manner of life down here, but
to the heavenly state to which believers as citizens belong. We
may translate "Our citizenship is in heaven," or "The state to
which we as citizens belong" is in heaven, or "Our city-home,
the seat of our citizenship" is in heaven. In contrast, therefore,
to others "who mind earthly things" (verse 19), we, who are
true believers, are seeking to set our affection on things above.
We realize that we belong to a heavenly state, that we are citizens
of the heavenly Jerusalem, and from that city we look for the
return of our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Philippi was a Roman colony, and all its people were Roman
citizens. This thought was in the mind of the apostle, no doubt,
when he wrote the Epistle. Let us think briefly of the teaching
of this passage.
1. First, let us think of the commonwealth or state to which the
Lord's believing people belong.
They belong to a heavenly state. They are the predestined
citizens of the heavenly Jerusalem. Their names are all written
in a heavenly register. The Apostle refers to this register in the
fourth chapter. He speaks of some godly women, "with Clement
also, and with other my fellow-labourers, whose names are in the
book of life" (Phil. iv. 3). Our Lord, speaking to the seventy
disciples, says, " Rejoice, because your names are written in heaven"
(Luke x. 20). In the Epistle to the Hebrews we read of "the
Church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven" (Heb. xii. 23).
The book of life has been inscribed with the names of God's people
"from the foundation of the world" (Rev. xvii. 8). It is the
Lamb's book of life. It contains the names of the Lamb's people,
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they who belong to Christ, and for whom He shed His blood.
All such shall enter the heavenly Jerusalem. Having washed
their robes in the blood of the Lamb they " enter in through the
gates into the city." (See Rev. xxi. 27; xxii. 14. The reading
in the Revised Version of this last verse is important.) The
heavenly city, then, is the home of God's elect. For the present
they live down here, but this is only a temporary dwelling. They
say, "Here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to
come." They look "for a city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God." "He hath prepared for them a
city." That city is described as "a better country, that is, an
heavenly." (See Heb. xi. 11, 16; xiii. 14).
The Lord's people, therefore, need to keep in mind their heavenly
citizenship. They need to remember that they are strangers and
pilgrims travelling to the heavenly Home which God in grace hath
prepared for them. Hence they need to behave as heavenly
citizens worthily of the Gospel of Christ. Their life and walk
should correspond to their heavenly destiny. (See Phil. i. 27.)
2. Secondly, think of the proper attitude of those whose c~tizenship
is in heaven.
Their proper attitude is to be waiting for the Saviour to descend
from heaven to bring them up to the heavenly mansions. " From
whence also we look for the Saviour." The word translated" look
for," means" assiduously and patiently to wait for." The apostle
therefore represents himself and the believers at Philippi as assiduously and patiently waiting for the return of the Saviour, the
Lord Jesus Christ. He uses the same word when he describes
the Corinthians as "waiting for the coming (the revelation) of
our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. i. 7).
Our Lord Jesus Christ has promised to come again to welcome
His people unto Himself, and the more we love Him and realize His
infinite love to us, the more shall we long for Him to return.
His coming, not death, is the great hope of His redeemed people.
The language of "certain Greeks" well expresses the longing of
our hearts: " We would see Jesus." We long to see the face of
Him Who loved us, and gave Himself for us.
There is danger, however, that God's people may be so absorbed
in earthly pursuits that they may fail in some measure to be
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waiting assiduously for His coming. They need to remember His
words to His Own people: "Let your loins be girded about, and
your lights burning; and ye yourselves like unto men that wait
for their Lord" (Luke xii. 35, 36).
3. Thirdly, think of the expectation of those whose citizenship is
in heaven.
They expect that the Saviour, for Whose coming they are
loo1.."ing, will display His saving power in completeness. He will
change the body of their humiliation that it may be fashioned
like unto the body of His glory. Their bodies are now liable to
disease, death, and decay, but when He returns, " This corruptible
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality." Then death will be swallowed up in victory. The body
is now sown in corruption, in dishonour, in Weah"1less; but it win
be raised in incorruption, in glory, and in power. The first man
was earthy; the second Man is the Lord from heaven. "And as
we have borne the image of the earthy we shall also bear the
image of the heavenly." (See 1 Cor. xv. 42, 43, 47-49.)
The chosen people of God are predestined "to be conformed
to the image of His Son." They will be like Him in body, and
they will be like Him in character. "We know that, when He
shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He
is" (1 John iii. 2).
"As for me," says the psalmist, "I will behold Thy face in
righteousness: I sh:111 be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness" (Ps. xvii. 15). Those, who through grace are citizens of
heaven, expect eternal victory over sorrow, pain, disease, and
death, and over sin itself.
It will indeed be a full and complete salvation which they will
then enjoy. Christ's saving power will effect for them eternal
blessedness.
4. Lastly, think of the confidence which the citizens of heaven place
in their coming Saviour.
They have full confidence in His power. The wonderful transformation which He will effect in regard to His redeemed people,
whether dead or living, will be " according to the working whereby
He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself." Men may
raise difficulties about the resurrection of the body, but His people

The Gospel Magazine

514

believe in His almighty power. The unbelief of the Sadducees
in the resurrection was due to their ignorance of the teaching of
Scripture, and their ignorance of the power of God. We cannot
explain how one potato grows into a dozen, or how an acorn
produces an oak tree, but we know that God's power is the cause
of the productions of the earth. So Christ, the Son of the living
God, is able to raise all His people to resurrection glory. We
look for the Saviour to deliver His people for ever from sin and
death. We look for His coming to welcome them to heavenly
glory. We believe that "Yet a little while"-little from the
Divine standpoint-" and He that shall come will come, and will
not tarry" (Heb. x. 37). Meanwhile," let us not sleep as do
others, but let us watch and be sober . . . putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation"
(1 Thess. v. 6, 8). "Surely I come quickly," He says: may our
response be, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus" (Rev. xxii. 20).
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King'S Lynn.

"THE

(Thomas Houghton).

OXFORD MOVEMENT
EXPOSED:"
By THE EDITOR.

THIS Volume is now ready, bound in cloth. The price
is Is. 6d. It is a book for Protestants of all denominations. It may be ordered direct from THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE OFFICE, 23 Bedford Street, Strand, London,
W.0.2; or from THYNNE & 00. Ltd., Whitefriars Street,
Fleet Street, London, E.C.4; and of all Booksellers.
We hope everyone of our readers will order one or
more copies. It might well be used as a Ohristmas
Gift to Friends and Relatives at home and abroad.
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lltlgtim lIJapttf5.
WELLSPRINGS.
" For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
lije."-JoHN iii. 16.
WHAT gracious and condescending opportunities, the Son of Man
made, when upon earth, to remove the ignorances and unbelief of
those that sought Him, and to tnrn the occasion into ultimate blessing
for the questioner and seeker.
Such an instance is before us in the chapter where, in the earlier
verses, we have detailed the blessed conversation between our Lord
and Nicodemus. Nirodemus, as a timid seeker after Jesus, came by
night, and said, " Rabbi, we know that Thou art a teacher come from
God; for no man can do these miracles that Thou doest, except God
be with him." Our Lord gave him the heart-searching reply in the
subsequent verses. In these verses Jesus declares the necessity of
the new birth, the work of the Holy Spirit, and the need that He
should be "lifted up" on Calvary, "that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish, but have eternal life." And thus we are led
on to the verse which heads our paper, "For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son," etc.
Here we have the declaration of the Love of God, the Gift of God,
and the Promise of God. He loved His people; He gave His Son to
. redeem them, and His word of promise that they should "never
perish."
" For God so loved." How did He love? We recall how recently
we were considering the Scriptures including" As " and" So." But
here we have no comparison, and it is impossible to make it, yea, ours
the sin to attempt it! Indeed, a comparison could not be. The love
of God is immeasurable; it has no beginning nor end; it is unfathomable; an ocean that cannot be plumbed. The Apostle Paul prayed
for his Ephesian brethren that they might know something of that
., love of Christ, which passeth knowledge." Christ is the centre and
pivot of all his teaching. In everyone of his epistles you will find
Christ Jesus flashing out as the sunbeam of hope, and the glory of
God in the salvation for everyone for whom His well-beloved Son
died. Thus we find the word Christ spoken in that one apostle's
letters 345 times. Truly to him to live and love was Christ! The
same Christ can be described by each of His people.
"The Spring of all my joys,
The life of my delights,
The glory of my brightest days,
The comfort of my nights."

And yet words fail us and die upon our lips when we desire to speak
of Him as we would. A sweet little story was told the writer recently
of an aged man who, after being prepared for a severe operation, and

516

The Gospel Magazine

with the doctors around him, the surgeon bent over his patient and
said gently, " After this, you will never speak again; if you want to
say anything, speak now." And with a radiant face lit up of heavenly
joy, the dear old saint replied: "That Jesus Christ may be praised
for ever and ever." Oh! what a prospect lies before you, redeemed
sinner, in Heaven where all are of one mind in extolling Jesus the
Lamb in the midst of the throne, and Who is "all the glory of
Immanuel's Land"! "God so loved" indeed!
We might enlarge beyond the boundary of our paper, but we cannot
touch the subject in reality. It is exhaustless, fathomless, unsearchable. But we are repeating the words of the blessed Lord Jesus and
pondering its wonders. "For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son." The Father gave up the dearest Object
of His love! And see the willingness of Jesus in declaring it.
" I delight to do Thy will, 0 :My God." "Here am I, send Me." "I
came to do . . . the will of Him that sent Me." What must it have
cost the Father to give up, part with, Him Who alone shared His glory,
the" Christ, Whose glory fills the skies!" Oh, dwell upon the love of
God the Father, dear reader, and may you be enabled in tracing your
rich portion in a Covenant God to rejoice in Him Who with Christ
" freely gives us all things." Those" all things" are wrapped up in
a precious Christ Who is the Sum and Substance of your salvation,
and God, your Father, so loved you, "that He gave His only begotten
Son" for you! And we have Jesus taking up the very word and speaking of Himself to the Samaritan sinner at Sychar's Well. "If thou
knewest the gift ofGod, and Who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink;
thou wouldest have asked of Him, and He would have given thee living
water" (John iv. 10). And, oh, the intrinsic value of His gift, even
that of Eternal Life and all which that includes! No wonder that
they, whom the Holy Spirit convinces of sin, come unto Jesus, Who
alone can give them Life, and Rest, and Peace! And this is where the
priceless Word of God enriches us. It was given by the inspiration
of God; it is the testimony of His mind and will; it is One Book of
One Person, and Christ is the Sum and Substance of the Holy Word,
the Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last.
" In the volume of the Book it is written of :Me," and there is no
need to inquire to Whom that refers! "They are they that testify of
Me," as He said to the Jews in telling them to" search the Scriptures."
They declare unto those who have eyes to see, and ears to hear, the
preciousness of Jesus unto His redeemed and believing people. They
are the" whosoever" ones who have God-given faith to believe the
testimony of His Son; and who come in all their need and poverty
and sin to find in Him all they want. Whosoever! YE'S, Jesus can
unlock the most stubborn of hearts. He doesn't break the lock, as
someone has said, but He opens with His master-key of love, melts,
and woos, and wins, and constrains, and freely gives" everlasting life,"
" life more abundantly," by His vicarious death. And He is pledged
by Covenant to His Father that " not one of them shall perish, but
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have everlasting life," for whom His life was given. Thus, whilst this
is very humbling (and justly so) to the creature, who can do no good
thing of himself, who cannot come until drawn to Jesus, who cannot
believe until living and gracious faith is Divinely implanted in his
heart, it testifies likewise to the mercy and goodness, long-suffering
and graciousness of God, Who is not willing that His people should
perish. Perish! And we note how the Blessed Son of God uses
this solemn word, but with comforting import to His redeemed
ones. It refers to the eternal doom of the sinner, and oh, the
solemn, awful thought! But it likewise tells how none for whom
He shed His precious blood should perish. "Even so it is not
the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little
ones should perish" (Matt. xviii. 14). So dear are His children
to Him, at such a cost were they purchased and redeemed, that He
says, "There shall not an hair of your head perish" (Luke xxi. 18),
and thus in all their time state, in all their slippery paths, and thorny
ways, and in all the trials which shall befall them in their wilderness
way, He cares for them, watches over and preserves them, keeps them
as the apple of His eye and fulfils His promise. "And I give unto
them eternal life ; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man
pluck them out of My Hand . . . and no man is able to pluck them
out of My Father's Hand. I and My Father are one" (John x. 28-30).
Can we ever exhaust the subject, beloved reader 1 Can you and I be
satisfied if, and when, we wander from the sinner's sweetest theme 1
Can we ever be weary of dwelling upon this blessed, all glorious, Christexalting declaration! God forbid! May He draw us closer; warm
our cold hearts and set our spiritual affections glowing with the heavenly
flame of love, as we testify. "For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everhsting life." And this was JESUS, Who
should save His people from their sins, Who is "mighty to save,"
and" able to save unto the uttermost," and willing to receive all who
come unto God by Him. For them is everlasting salvation (Heb. v. 9),
everlasting love (Jer. xxxi. 3), everlasting comfort (2 Thess. ii. 16),
and everlasting home (2 Cor. v. i), and kingdom (2 Pet. ii. 11), and
an eternal weight of glory (1 Pet. v. 10).
And if there is a humble-hearted seeking one, reading these lines,
one who fears to presume, is conscious of being such a sinner and not
worthy that the Lord should look upon him, and yet would gladly
receive that gracious Royal Guest within his longing heart, may the
narrative before us cheer and encourage as he ponders the circumstances
which brought about this wondrous conversation of Divine love and
salvation with Nicodemus. This ruler of the Jews came secretly by
night for fear of his own people. And I like to think that Jesus had
this timid seeker and inquirer in His mind when He said to him, " He
that doeth truth cometh to the Light, that his deeds may be made
manifest, that they are wrought in God." Nicodemus heard the
first sermon, and that by the greatest of all Preachers, on this wondrous
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text to his salvation. A little later we read a second time of this ruler,
now no longer afraid, but speaking bravely and honestly for His cause.
" Nicodemus saith unto them (he that came to Jesus by night, being
one of them,) Doth our law judge any man, before it hear him, and
know what he doeth ? " (John vii. 50). This just and wise saying brought
the wrath of his own people upon him, and doubtless taught him the
truth of the words, "Ye must through much tribulation enter into
the kingdom." "Everlasting love" has won this man. " The Gift of
God," has been received by faith in his heart and" love so amazing,
so Divine," demanded his life, his soul, his all! What could he do to
show his love to Jesus, Who later on did all for him, and yielded His
life upon Calvary for this" whosoever" believing one?
" And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by
night (mark how this fact is repeated), and brought a mixture of myrrh
and aloes, about an hundred pound weight. Then took they (Joseph
of Arimathea being a disciple of Jesus and one with Nicodemus) the
body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the
manner of the Jews is to bury." And in a garden near to Calvary, these
two broken hearted men" laid Jesus because of the Jews' preparation
day; for the sepulchre was nigh at hand" (xix. 39). The once" ruler
of the Jews," this now weeping disciple of Him Who had" so loved"
and given Himself up freely for his salvation, performing the last act
of loving service and devotion. It was the love of God, the love of the
Son of God, and the love of the Holy Spirit, a Triune Jehovah, and a
three-fold cord not to be broken that had drawn and bound him, kept
and blessed him, and would now be witnessed in the life and conduct
of this man. Oh, love of God! who can express it? Who can sing
its worth .and tell of its greatness? It is illimitable, immeasurable,
and to your and my mercy, fellow-believer, changeless and not capable
of diminution nor deeay. "Yea," (saith Jehovah) "Yea, I have loved
thee with an everlasting love; therefore with lovingkindness have I
drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3).
" JESUS, the glories of Thy face,
My songs of praise record;
I sing the over-·f!owing grace
Of my belov€d Lord.
Thou art the Father's chief delight,
Thy beauty, angels view;
Thou art a.ll fair in Zion's sight,
And my Beloved, too.
Of Thee the ancient prophets wrote,
Of Th€e let Israel sing;
And heaven's vast choir, in every note,
Praise my beloved King.
Thy precious name shall joy impart
To all that are Thine own;
In life and death, 0 may my heart
Be my Beloved's throne.
(J. Irons, 1825).
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THE HIDDEN LIFE.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11TH, 1892.

" For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Ohrist in God."COLOSSIANS iii. 3.
A FEW Sundays ago we were meditating at the morning service upon
the earlier part of this verse, and we saw then that it is the privilege
of every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ to be dead with Ohrist. We
saw that when Christ died the believer died; that when Christ rose
he rose; that Christ was the Head and the Representative of His Body
the Church both in His death and resurrection. And then, that the
believer is not only dead with Christ but in consequence of this he is
dead to sin by the blood of Christ; he is dead to the law by the body
of Christ; and he is dead to the world because translated into the
Kingdom of God's dear Son. He is dead, and yet alive. How
paradoxical, how marvellous, is that at which the world would scoff,
that which the profane would ridicule, but that which the believer
rejoices in-he is dead but yet alive. And this morning we have to
consider the character of the Christian's life-" your life is hid with
Ohrist in God." And this life is hid in two senses. It is a secret life
and it is a secure life. It is a secret life-" your life is hid." It is a
celestial and a spiritual life. It is a heavenly life, and therefore out
of reach of the devil. It is a spiritual life, and therefore it is a hidden
life, an invisible life; it is not to be discerned by the human eye.
But it is a real life although secret. It is a secure and saved life for
time and for eternity. "Your life is hid with Ohrist in God." It is
hid from the world. "The world knoweth us not, because it knew
Him not." The world concerns not the child of God. He moves up
and down in this world and the world takes no account of him, the
world knoweth him not. He appears a strange being in this world,
and he confesses that he is a stranger and a pilgrim upon the
earth.
" Your life is hid." We have a sweet reference in the eighty-third
Psalm and the third verse, where God's people are expressly called
His hidden ones. "They have taken crafty counsel," says the
Psalmist, "against Thy hidden ones." They are hidden away in
this world. They know one another when they meet one another;
they are glad to see one another as fellow-pilgrims in passing through
the wilderness of this life. They are hidden away, some of them, in
country villages. They are hidden in some of the busy thoroughfares
of the great cities, they are hidden in the streets and lanes. Ah, dear
friends, sometimes we meet with them, and we rejoice to find fellowpilgrims, fellow-heirs of glory-those who are travelling by the same
path, taught by the same Spirit, and loving the same gracious Saviour.
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They are hidden, hidden ones. They are sometimes hidden from one
another. Ah, dear friends, there is a good deal of isolation in the
Christ path. They are hidden sometimes because of being of a reserved
character. They are hidden because they have to travel by a lonely
path. Sometimes fellow-Christians do not understand them and the
language of their heart. "Doubtless Thou art our Father, though
Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us not." But be
of good cheer, if there is any lonely one, any hidden one here this
morning who dare not tell out his case to any human being, who dare
not tell the sins which he feels working within, the blasphemous
thoughts, the temptations, the confusion of mind which he experiences,
so that he cannot declare his case to another. If there is such an one
here this morning, oh, I bid you, dear brother or sister, tell your case
to Jesus. Unburden your mind at the Throne of Grace. Tell Him
of it, hide nothing from Him. He knows all. He knows all that
you are passing through. He has trod this way before you, and He
will sustain you in the trials. He has suffered, being tempted, that
He might succour them that are tempted. Again, their life is hidden
sometimes from themselves from various causes. Sometimes it is by
doubts and fears which cloud the mind and which cause the believer
to question whether he can be a child of God or no. And sometimes
on account of darkness and despondency he begins to doubt and fear
as to his interest ina precious Christ. And sometimes on account of
inconsistencies in the life, and backslidings of heart, his life, obscure
to him, is hidden in a quagmire. But yet, dear friends, the life of a
believer is hidden in a true sense as well as in this sad sense-in a
desirable sense is hidden. The believer's life is hidden more or less,
comparatively, throughout his pilgrimage journey, for we walk here
by faith and not by sight. "Now we see through a glass darkly, but
then face to face." "Now are we the sons of God "-what a glorious
privilege. Though we know not yet what we shall be, "it doth not
yet appear," is still hidden, we know this much-that if sons of God
we shall be like the Lord Jesus Christ in the day of His appearing in
His glory.
And not only is the life hidden, but the provision for that spiritual
life is hidden as well. The Lord Jesus when on earth said, " I have
meat to eat that ye know not of," and in a measure the believer can
say the same to the world. He has meat to eat that others know
nothing about. Why do you come to this House of God from Sabbath
to Sabbath, where there is no particular kind of service to attract,
where there is no fine choir and grand music, but '3. plain simple service,
unostentatious but real 1 I ask you, dear friends, why you come 1
You come for food. I know the majority of you come for food. You
come for spiritual food, Heavenly grace, "the Bread of Life which
cometh down from Heaven"; you come to meet with Jesus. And
this, dear friends, is the food which others know nothing about, which
others feel not their need of. Blessed are they who have a hungering
and a thirsting after the Bread of Heaven and the Water of Life; who
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have a living desire after the Lord Jesus Christ--to be filled with the
provisions of His table, the bounties of His hand.
And then again, the life is hidden, yet although hidden it is not to
be concealed. No, the believer's life is to be seen. It is a hidden life,
it is true, and must ever remain a more or less hidden life from the
world, but yet it is to be our aim and object to let our light shine
that men may see what the Lord hath wrought, and may glorify God
in us. It is to be a life which is to be shown forth before the world.
We are to testify for the Lord Jesus Christ. In our daily life and
conversation we are to witness for Him, to be His witnesses unto all
men of what we have seen and heard.
Then again, it is not only a hidden life in the sense of being
a secret life, but it is hidden in the sense of being a secu're
life. "Your life is hid "-where? With Whom? "With Christ."
Where?" "In God." It is a double security. It is like a jewel in
a double casket. How safe for time and for eternity. "Your life
is hid with Christ in God "-" with Christ," what blessed compa.ny!
What holy isolation! What glorious oneness and aloneness with the
Lord Jesus Christ! It is of the very essence of communion, it is communion in this world, "Your life is hid with Christ in God." God is
our great Hiding-place, the Lord is our Hiding-place, "God in Christ
reconciling us unto Himself"; Christ in God will glorify us hereafter.
" Your life is hid with Christ in God." "With Christ "-oh, dear
friends, what a precious thought that is, our life with Him. It sounds
sweet--" with Him." With Whom? With Christ. What a different
complexion that puts upon it. With what a different aspect we look
upon it then. Our life is hid, but observe, my friends, Christ in
God is the great point here. "You' life is hid with Christ in God,"
Christ in you is the hope of glory, Christ in' God is the fruition of
glory. Ah, dear friends, there is no being in God without being
with Christ. There is no one in God except those who are with
Christ--those who are in union with Christ, those that are joined to
the Lord Jesus Christ by His life, those that are one with Him. "Your
life is hid with Christ "-with Christ--" in God." Oh, may the Lord
impress that precious thought, that 'precious reality, upon our minds.
For it is not only a thought, but it is a revelation of the Holy Spirit.
It is a precious truth which may the Lord the Spirit fasten securely
upon our minds this morning-" Your life is hid with Christ in God."
Oh, may God grant that we may live more as those who are partakers
of this high privilege. "With Christ in God "-what a safe place,
and yet how secret. "The world knoweth us not." No, the world
desires us not, because we are "not of this world," even as Christ is
not" of this world." And yea, we are safe, " bound in the bundle
of life with the Lord God." That is the safe place of every believer
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Bound? Yes, with cords of love, with
cords of Omnipotence. "Bound in the bundle of life "-referring to
the whole redeemed family of the Lord-in the bundle of life with the
Lord our God. That is where David's soul was, and that is where
35
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every redeemed sinner's soul is this morning, bound up with Christ
in God. May the Lord enable us to realize this to our own soul's
comfort and happiness that we, although despised like our blessed
Master before us, rejected of men, although unknown of the world,
that we may yet walk as those who are citizens of no mean City, as
those who are bought with the precious blood of Christ, as those who
are made heirs of eternal life, as those who are redeemed from all
iniquity and purified unto God, a peculiar people, zealous of good
works. May we walk answerably to our profession, walking in newness of life, and showing forth to others in our daily walk what is this
holy and this secured life, that God may be glorified in us.

SERMONETTE.
THE WHOLE ARMOUR OF GOD--THE SHIELD.
By THE LATE ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" Above all (R. V., 'withal '), taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked (R. V., 'the evil
one ') "-EPHESIANS vi. 16.

LEARNED and godly men have been divided in opinion whether we
are to understand "the shield of faith" as subjective or objective;
the God-given faith which the children of God exercise, or the object
of their faith-faith's shield-which is Christ. I venture to think
that it is best to combine both meanings, inasmuch as faith must have
an object, and that object is " Christ Jesus, Who of God is made unto
us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption"
(1 Cor. 1. 30).
The shield was provided for the Roman soldier, and, similarly, both
faith and its ohject are the gijt of God. He says, Isaiah Iv. 4, " Behold
I have given Him (Messiah) for a witness to the people, a leader and
commander to the people," and it is written, " God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten Son"; and the faith of His children
is also His gift, as stated in this Epistle (Eph. ii. 8), " For by grace
are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift
of God."
" Faith! 'l;is a precious grace
Where'er it is bestowed;
It boasts of a celestial birth,
And is the gift of God.
Jesus it owns as King,And all·atoning Priest;
It claims no merit of its own,
But looks for all in Christ."
When" the fiery darts of the Evil One" are cast at the children of
God; when Satan assails them with doubts and fears; when he
tempts to " evil thoughts," and all those other evil things which proceed

The Gospel Magazine

523

out of the heart of men (see Mark vii. 21-22), these "fiery darts"
can only be turned aside, and rendered harmless, by the shield of
Divinely imparted faith looking unto Jesus, the same Jesus Who said
to Peter, " I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not" (Luke xxii.
31, 32). "In all these things we are more than conquerors, through
Him that loved us."
Should Satan's power be let loose against us, let us remember that
the Word says, in the eighth of Romans, "I am persuaded, that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
May the Lord give us faith to take such a passage as this; then
we shall tread Satan under our feet. For, when God tells us that our
adversary the devil as a roaring lion goeth about, seeking whom he
may devour," He adds, "whom resist steadfast in the faith." The
" shield of faith," it is, " wherewith we shall be able to quench all the
fiery darts of the wicked."
"THE LORD THAT HEALETH THEE."
THE sisters of Lazarus sent this message to the Lord, "Lord, behold,
he whom Thou lovest is sick"; and having done that, they had done
all that they could, and now must wait for Him. There was some rest
in having told Him. It is some rest, surely more than some, to pour
out our hearts before Him and tell all that we think about ourselves
" and others, to tell all we want, fear, suffer, and regret. What a mercy
of mercies it is that all is naked before Him, for there is forgiveness,
and there is help with Him: there is all in heaven and earth to be
bestowed or withheld as will be best for those whose health is dependent
on God.
We read in Genesis xlix. that it came to pass . . . that one told
Joseph, " Behold, thy father is sick," and Joseph forthwith went to
him, saw him die, and buried him. Joseph could weep at the grave,
but could not bring him back again. I was rather struck with the
fact that Jacob is the first to be mentioned as being sick: those before
him just died (except perhaps that Isaac's sight failed), but with all
that we are told of Jacob (as if the Lord would emphasize that He
has called His people by that strange but everlasting name) He tells
us this also, that he was sick. Mary and Martha described their
brother as "He whom Thou lovest," generations after the Lord had
said of Jacob, " I have loved thee" with a perfect and undying love
that was sufficient in all languishings and departings. He whom the
Lord loved was sick when David fasted and prayed for the little child.
All Israel mourned young Abijah; Hezekiah turned his face to the
wall and begged for recovery. Epaphroditus was sick, nigh unto
death, and was full of heaviness on his friends' account. But God
had mercy on him, and not on him only but on Paul also, lest he should
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have sorrow upon sorrow. What large libations of tbe spirit of prayer
and supplication the blessed Spirit gave to many of His servants, and
steadfast hope in Himself, Who took our infirmities and bare our
sicknesses. The intimation of death did not stop David's prayer and
hope. Death itself but quickened the overcoming intercedings of
Elijah and Elisha, and urged Jairus still to believe that, though his
daughter was dead, it was not too late to " trouble" Christ.
God said to His Israel, by His prophet Micah, tbat He would make
them sick in smiting them, and even Daniel's comeliness turned to
corruption before the searchings and revelations of the Almigbty.
Even the very clothes of tbe perfect Job abhorred him, but the Lord
that healed him was not far off when Job repented in dust and ashes.
" I am the Lord that healeth thee "-and one word will do it. "Speak
the word only and my servant shall be healed." The prostrate Daniel
was forthwith restored when there came One and said, " 0 man greatly
beloved, fear not, peace be unto thee: be strong, yea be strong." And
" when He had spoken unto me," said Daniel, " I was strengthened."
Solomon says, "Heaviness in the heart of man maketh him stoop,
but a good word maketh him glad," a repeated promise, for instance,
pulled off a calendar, or a sweet conviction that there is no condemnation in the mind or intention of an everlasting Father. He has
medicine to heal His people's sickness, He has love to administer the
cure and to turn their complaints into happiness.
The bride said, " Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples, for
I am sick of love." I always thought that as she was at the time in
the banqueting house and in the embraces of the Lord that she meant
that she could scarcely bear up under the pressure and weight of her
affections, that she wanted to be called off for a while from the overwhelming of her heart, but Cruden, whose remarks are often so
experimental as well as lucid, explains the request thus: "You that
are members of the Church, whether ministers or others, afford me
what help you can for the supporting, strengthening, comforting, my
soul by applying the promises of the Gospel and such other means
as may conduce to my relief, for I am greatly troubled and in a
languishing estate for want of that full enjoyment and sense of Christ's
love which I earnestl~ desire." How sweet! And this is no Egyptian
heart complaint. God said that He would put none of the diseases
of Egypt upon His people and that is why their hungerings are not
only and always for the delights of earth. They want heavenly things
to sustain and to make them whole from all their wounds and bruises
and putrifying sores. A putrifying sore, I suppose, is one of long
standing and resistance, but Christ can heal even that kind, for He
says, " I am the Lord that healeth thee."
FOLLOWER-ON.

" THE latest periods of time shall find the Riches of Christ unimpaired
and Eternity shall behold the same wealth neither worn by use nor
dimmed by age."-Dr. John Owen.
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CHRIST-CONSTRAINING LOVE.
WE see the power of this love to-day amongst the lovers of Christ
and the loved of Him. How many silent deeds of love and words of
love are done and spoken because His love has constrained us. In
one translation it is rendered, " The love of Christ overmasters us."
It c,Jmpels us, it is of Him and cannot be resisted. The Holy Spirit
prOIrpts it. "When He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide
you into all truth. . . . He shall glorify Me," said our Redeemer
and Lover of souls in that last precious talk with His disciples, before
He went out to His agony in the garden of Gethsemane. Love,
intense, and most tender love, pervaded all His actions. And on this
evening, after Judas went out, He poured out His heart to the disciples
who loved Him, and whom He loved with such an intensity that He
laid down His precious life for them and for all His people. " Greater
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends."
Those last hours of talk with them were spent in comforting them
and providing for them. "I will pray the Father and He will give
you another Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever; even
the Spirit of truth." "I will not leave you comfortless: I will come
to you."
Divine love is far far stronger than any human love or conception
of love. It is a burning love. It sees no decline. It is a compelling
love, everlasting, deathless, overwhelming; surpassing, and it never
faileth. The dictionary meaning of the word constraining is, "to
urge or force either by impelling or constancy; constraining with
irresistible force. It is a binding, drawing tight." And this love is
yours and mine, dear Christ-loved reader.
.. The love of Jesus wha.t it is
None but His loved ones know"

or can express.
We only know in part now, but when we shall see Him as He is
and know more fully His inexpressible love, we shall say as the queen
of Sheba said of Solomon's glory, " The half was not told me."
And it is a Covenant love made- from everlasting.
" Ob! for this love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break."

It is a wonderful love. "His name shall be called Wonderful."
But there is another aspect of the love of Christ-not only His love
to His beloved ransomed people, but the love of Christ in His people
which manifests itself in concern for His people (see 2 Cor. v. 18).
" Hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to
us the ministry of reconciliation"; and again in verse 19, " and hath
committed unto us the word of reconciliation"; and again in verse
20, "Now then we are ambassadors for Christ," etc. Ambassadors
with a glorious message, a message that healed my heart years ago
when bewildered and distressed, seeing no way out till He Himself,
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the Holy Spirit, Who teacheth and openeth out and comforteth,
pointed out these words, "For He hath made Him to be sin for us,
Who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God
in Him." Oh, what a glorious light; what a deep joy, what a sweet
relief, what peace flooded the soul. "Made Him"-" for us," "that
we," "in Him." And though peace and joy ebb and flow, yet the
Comforter Himself brings all things to remembrance whatsoever He
(Christ Himself) hath said. How wonderfully He provides. How
lovingly, tenderly He knows our frame and remembereth. (See
Ps. cvi. 45). "He remembered for them His Covenant."
And so the love of Christ compels us to act for Him. It constrains
us often to send certain things to His people, to write certain messages
to them, and it constrains us to many actions and gifts and words.
How often we hear: "This is just what I have been praying for.
He knew and He sent it," or in reading or hearing, " It was just for
me and so timely." Timely words and timely deeds because "the
love of Christ constrained," and the Holy Spirit directed.
Much might be related concerning the dear men and women of
God who go forth to foreign lands constrained by the love of Christ
to tell of Him and His wonderful love. They were impelled and
compelled by that love to be ambassadors for Christ, and to convey
His messages to those who have never heard the joyful sound, the
glad news:
A light divine that shall not fail
The smile of Him they love"
11

accompanies them, and all the path is paved with love. And so it is
with all His dear people at home and abroad to whom He is precious.
This year, 1932, is nearly at an end. It has been crowned with
loving-kindness and tender mercies. Many of the Lord's loved people
have been called home, but dear reader together
11

The saints on earth, and those "above,
But one communion make."

" All His saints are in Thy hand," the pierced hand of Jesus.
May we always everywhere be "constrained" by the Holy Spirit,
NETTlE.
" The love of Christ" constraining us.

TOPLADY AND THE LORD'S DAY.
"SUNDAY, Jan. 10th, 1768. Received a letter from my honoured
mother. The same person who brought it, brought me likewise two
London newspapers, which I hope to read to-morrow; but dare not
on God's day." . . . "Sunday, Jan. 24th, 1768. In the evening
farmer Roberts came here to settle his tithe. I told him, I never
transacted business on the Lord's day, and desired him to defer paying
me till some other time."-Diary of Rev. A. M. Toplady.
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ARE PARTS OF PAUL'S WRITINGS UNINSPIRED?
By JAMES WILLOUGHBY, M.A.
(of the Brockley Bible Institute).
"It is thought by some that parts of the First Epistle to the
Corinthians (and therefore parts of the Scriptures) are uninspired.
It is thought that they contain Paul's private judgment only. If I
became convinced that this view is correct the conviction would give
me a rude shock, but, happily, I cannot see what I consider one jot
of conclusive evidence for the said view. It is true that at least twice
in chapter vii. Paul expresses his' judgment,' but does it follow that
his 'judgment' is uninspired? According to Acts xv. 19, 20, the
Apostle James said: 'Wherefore my judgment is, that we trouble not
them which from among the Gentiles turn to God; but that we write
unto them, that they abstain from the pollutions of idols, and from
fornication and from what is strangled, and from blood' (R.V.). Now
does it follow that because this was James's 'judgment,' it was uninspired? Why, according to Acts xv. 28, 29, the Apostle James's
, judgment' was actually the judgment of God the Holy Ghost, and
therefore most fully inspired: 'Fo?' it seemed good to the Holy Ghost,
and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary
things; that ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood,
and from things strangled, and from fornication.' If then the
'jud/ment' of one apostle is most certainly inspired, why must the
'judgment' of another apostle be most certainly uninspired?
\, " It is.tr~e that in 1 Corinthians vii. 6, we read: 'But I spea.k.this
. by permIssIOn, and not of commandment.' The sense of the ongmal,
however, is more clearly expressed in the Revised Version, which
reads: 'But this I say by way of permission, not of commandment.'
Manifestly these words do not mean that Paul was permitted but not
commanded to say what he had said. They mean that the Corinthian
Christians were permitted to act as he had suggested in some of the
preceding verses, if they thought it desirable to do so, but that they
were not commanded to act thus. There is no evidence here showing
that Paul was permitted to use his private judgment when writing any
part of any official document of the Christian Dispensation. It is true
that in chapter vii. 10-12, Paul wrote: 'But unto the married I
command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her
husband: but and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be
reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband put away his
wife. But to the rest speak I, not the Lord.' After a comparison,
however, of this passage with Matthew xix. 5-9, and Mark x. 11, 12,
it is reasonable and natural to conclude that Paul was distinguishing
not between inspired parts, and supposed uninspired parts of his
epistle, but between what the Lord Jesus, when on earth, had said
to 'the married,' and what he [Paul] in his epistle was saying to
'the rest.' I cannot see here any admission that what Paul said to' the
rest' was uninspired.
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" It is true that in chapter vii. 25, Paul wrote: 'Now concerning
virgins I have no commandment of the Lord.' But why conclude
that these words mean, , The Lord has not commanded me to write
anything concerning virgins l' Why not conclude that they mean
, The Lord has given me no commandment to pass on to you concerning
virgins l' This latter interpretation agrees exactly with what Paul
wrote in reference to virgins, for while what he wrote contains information and advice, it does not contain one solitary command. Paul did
not say that concerning virgins he had no information and advice of
the Spirit of the Lord, ()onsequentlv we have no right to say it.
" It is true that in chapter vii. 40, Paul said of the Christian widow:
, But she is happier if she so abide, after my judgment: and I think
also that I have the spirit of God.' Now, because Paul thought he
had the Spirit of God guiding his judgment, I think so too, for nobody
on earth was in a better position to think rightly regarding this matter
than Paul; we must remember that when Paul says, ' I think,' he
does not necessarily imply any doubt. In 2 Corinthians xi. 5, we read,
, For I suppose I was not a whit behind the very chiefest apostles.'
, I suppose' means' I think.' Had Paul any doubt regarding this
matter 1 None at all. In the very next chapter we read: 'In nothing
am I behind the ve1'y chiefest apostles.' He had not the faintest doubt.
In Romans iii. 28 we read: 'Therefore we conclude that a man is
justified by faith without the deeds of the law.' The word here
rendered by 'we conclude' means 'we reckon,' and is so rendered
in the Revised Version, and 'we reckon' means 'we think.' Had
Paul any doubt regarding justification 'by faith without the deeds
of the law l' None whatever. The epistles to the Romans and the
Galatians show that there was nothing of which he was more certain.
Sometimes when a person says 'I think,' he has some doubt, but
frequently he has none at all; a person should not say what he does
not think. If I said ' I think the solar system clearly manifests the
wisdom and power of God,' the words' I think' would not imply
any doubt. If a person, not knowing I had written a certain statement,
said its writer did not intend it to mean what I thought he intended,
and if I said, , I think I know 'what its writer intended it to mean,
for I wrote it myself,' this would be a very natural thing to say, but
the words 'I think' would not imply the least doubt. If a very
skilful and distinguished physician said to a patient, ' Such and such
medicine would suit you in my judgment, and I think I know something
about medicine,' the words' I think' would not imply any doubt,
and when I find an apostle of Jesus Christ-a man who had been given
the Holy Spirit to be enabled by Him to work miracles and to speak
with tongues, and to be taught 'all things' and guided 'into all the
truth' by Him, and to be given by Him the very words in which he was
to teach that truth to others-when I find an extraordinary person like
this saying, in order to emphasize an expressed judgment, 'I think
also that I have the Spirit of God,' I cannot conceive of his not knowing
whether he had the Spirit of God or not."-Watching and Waiting.
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"KNOWING THE TIME."
(ROMANS xiii. ll.)
So many matters, in the ordinary course of men and women's natural
life, are dependent, for their smooth working, upon the accuracy or
punctuality with which appointments are kept, that most persons
regard clocks and watches as absolute necessities. This statement is
so self-evident that it is probable no person can be found to deny it.
In spite, however, of the existence of innumerable clocks and watches
many people fail to keep faith with fellow creatures in the matter
of appointments and engagements of various kinds. Such a mixture
of explanations and excuses are offered by those who neglect to keep
their promises in regard to appointments, that many devices have been
provided to help the memory of those who desire honestly to carry
out their engagements.
Perhaps the best known device of this character is the" Alarum,"
or clock that at an appointed time gives an alarm, or to put the matter
into other words, says, "Keep your appointment."
The Lord God Almighty has provided mankind with many forms
of clocks. There is the" 4-Season Clock," which says to the farmer,
"Know the time for ploughing, know the time for sowing, know
the time for reaping, know the time for threshing and for gathering
the grain into the storehouse." There is the "Day Clock" which
says, " Awake out of sleep, the night is far spent, the day is at hand"
(Rom. xiii. ll, 12).-" Work while it is day, the night cometh when
no man can work" (John ix. 4). Ordinarily speaking the time for
work is during the hours of day, not during the time which God in
mercy has provided for man's rest. From the teaching of Scripture
it would seem that it is an evil thing to " change the night into day"
(Job xvii. 10 and 12). Sin is the cause of much of the night work
that is done. Whether men walk in the literal darkness of midnight
gloom, or whether they grope in mental and spiritual darkness they
are very liable to stumble and fall (John xi. 10; xii. 35).
Another clock which the Lord has provided is the" Week Clock."
It is an " Alarum clock." It has' sweet chimes for those who are
willing to listen to it. It peals forth in dulcet tones at the commencement of each first day of the week: "This is the Day which the Lord
hath made; we will rejoice in it and be glad" (Ps. cxviii. 24). It has
also a " bugle call," urging men and women to strive to enter into that
rest which is provided for the people of God (see Heb. iv. 1-11). This
" Week Clock" has a third characteristic; it utters a warning to those
who mock at God's Sabbaths (Lam. i. 7), which He has given as a
sign (Ezek. xx. 12), and who greatly pollute His Sabbaths (Ezek.
xx. 13) and profane them (Ezek. xxii. 8), it says, "God will bring
evil upon you, His wrath shall be poured out upon you" (see Neh.
xiii. 15-18).
It is not possible within the limits of this paper even to hint at all
God's numerous and wonderful" Clocks," but there are some that
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can be mentioned. God created great lights, the one to rule the day
and the other to rule the night, He made the stars also (see Gen. i.
14-18). These matchless "clocks" keep perfect time. Men may
omit to wind their watches and their clocks, and so lose count of time,
but the true time can always be ascertained by God's" clocks" that
never require winding, or repairs.
In various parts of Scripture God is pleased to employ the literal
sun, moon and stars in a figurative sense, and as used in this figurative
sense the Lord Jesus bids all, who reverence Him, to watch the
progress of events, to watch" the signs of the times" (Matt. xvi. 3 ;
Luke xxi. 25)-to keep the eye upon His" clocks."
If men require to know the time of day, they usually look at a clock
or a watch. Those who are experienced in observation and have
neither clock nor watch can form a fairly reliable opinion as to the time
by looking at the sun by day and by studying the moon and stars at
night. Just as the literal sun, moon and stars were appointed by
God" for signs and for seasons, for days and years" (Gen. i. 14), so
He has given in His Word certain other signs to indicate to His people
the approximate period at which the world has arrived. It is well for
those who reverence God to study Scripture, not only that they may
learn more of the preciousness of the Lord Jesus, but also that they
may observe such indications as God has given in order to be prepared
for coming events.
There were men in the days when David reigned king over Israel,
who "had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to
do" (1 Chron. xii. 32), but there came a period when the nation
rejected God's Word, and then the few who reverenced God, and
mourned because of the transgressions of the land (Ezek. ix. 4), cried,
" We see not our signs; there is no more any (true) prophet: neither
is there among us any that knoweth how long" (see Ps. I xxiv. 9).
It seems that a similar condition of things exists to-day, and surely
this is a " S1:gn of the times," a sign that the warning is being fulfilled:
" Behold the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine
in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing
the w01·ds of the Lord" (Amos viii. ll).
The people of Jerusalem had opportunity for knowing the time, for
the prophets had foretold the coming of the Lord Jesus, but when He
came the people and their rulers blindly refused " to know the time of
their visitation" (see Luke xix. 44 with Luke i. 68, 77, 78)-they
refused to believe in Him Who had come (John v. 40). God's Word
had given the Jews the correct time, but they ignored the fact and
destruction came upon them.
God's Word still continues to give The Time, its finger points to
the hour marked by God as: "in the last days perilous times shall
come" (2 Tim. iii. 1). Every detail set forth by God as marking these
perilous days is clearly visible to those who have eyes to see (2 Tim.
iii. 1-8; 1 Tim. iv. 1-3; 2 Pet. iii. 2-10).
The Apostle John was inspired to write, "Little children, it is the
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last time; and as yet we have heard that antichrist shall come, even
now there are many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last
time" (1 John ii. 18). The Apostle Paul was inspired to write,
" Behold, NOW is the accepted time, behold, now is the day of Salvation"
(2 Cor. vi. 2), and the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews was inspired
to quote from the Book of Psalms and wr.ote :-" TO-DAY if ye will
hear His Voice, harden not your hearts as in the provocation" (Heb.
iii. 15).
Know ye this: there is " an acceptable time" when God will hear
those who truly come to Him for Salvation in the name of the Lord
Jesus (Isa. xlix. 8). The Psalmist says, "Let everyone who is godly
pray unto the Lord in The Time when He may be found" (see
Ps. xxxii. 6).
P. 1. B.

UNION WITH CHRIST.
BUT the question may arise, How are we brought to realize our
knowledge of a personal interest in this union ~ It is not seeing it in
the Word, or assenting to it as a grand and glorious truth, that will
give us any Scriptural evidence of a personal interest in it. We must
have the witness of the Spirit to our spirit that we are the children
of God, and especially the Spirit of adoption to call God, Abba, Father.
This is being baptized with the Holy Ghost into the same Spirit with
Christ. As then you are thus made to drink into one Spirit with the
Lord, and He is pleased to reveal His Person and work, blood and
love, grace and glory to your soul, it gives you a sensible evidence,
and I may say the highest and greatest of all evidences, of your eternal
union with Him. How does the branch of a tree know, so to speak,
or rather manifest its union with the stem ~ By receiving sap out of
the stem, flowing into its tissues and fibres, and clothing it with leaves
and flowers and fruit. How does the stone, so to speak, know its
union with the foundation ~ By constantly leaning upon it and feeling
the support which it gives, and the strength which it communicates.
How do the members of the body know their union with the head ~
By being directed by it, acting in obedience to it, and being continually
influenced by it. How does the wife know her union with her husband ~
By looking back to the day on which the marriage knot was tied, and
knowing that that was the means whereby they were made one flesh.
So it is in grace. We have to know our union with Christ by its
sensible effects; by the experimental communication of His Spirit, as
in the vine; of His support, as in the foundation; of His life and
influence, as in the head; and of His love and presence, as in the
husband. Thus if in Him we live, as the branch in the vine; if on
Him we lean, as the stone on the foundation; if in Him we move, as
the member in the head; and if Him we embrace in love and affection,
as the wife the husband-that will be the clearest evidence of our
union with Him.
But this union is not always thus clear to the saint of God. There
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may be a real union, and yet, through doubt and fear, from the weakness
of faith, the temptations of Satan, and the exercises of a misgiving
heart, a sense of this union may be much obscured. It is, therefore,
necessary to look at what I may call minor evidences, signs and tokens
which the Lord has graciously given in His Word to clear up these
doubts and difficulties. The grand point of union with Christ is, as
I have shown, the possession of His Spirit; for as He is one with us
by a participation of our nature, we are one with Him by a participation
of His Spirit. Now where His Spirit is, there will be certain fruits
of His indwelling presence, for the Spirit is never without His fruits
wherever He is by His indwelling presence and power. There will be
then repentance of sin; faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; a hope in His
mercy; love to His Name; the fear of God in a tender conscience;
separation from the world; a spirit of prayer; real humility of mind
and self-abasement before the Lord; there will be also at times
heavenly aflections and gracious desires, a sensible abhorrence of all
evil, and a cleaving to all that is good. So that if you cannot always
or often realize your union with Christ by the flowing in of His love
and presence, and by the immediate witness of His Spirit, you may
still look at these minor evidences in your favour, and, as the Lord
may enable, gather up from them a comfortable hope that indeed you
have union with the Son of God, and that He has taken possession of
your heart.-Mr. J. C. Philpot.
MULLER'S ORPHANAGES, ASHLEY DOWN, BRISTOL.
(Extracts from the NINETy-THIRD REPORT covering the period from
May 27th, 1931, to May 26th, 1932.)
" Fill four barrels with water, and POU1' it on the bumt sacrifice and on
the wood." . . . " Do it the second time." . . . "Do it the third
time."-l KINGS xviii. 33, 34.
AT such a time, and at such a place, where did they get all that
water? Nobody knows: but need that worry you? The point of
importance is not how they ohtained that water, but what they did
with it! They drenched the sacrifice and flooded the area surrounding
it. Man, clever sceptical man, is always trying to lessen the marvel
of the miraculous; whatever the miracle may have been he will take
paiDs to explain that it really was not so wonderful as it might appearin fact it could doubtless be accounted for in quite a natural way. But
in the present incident, note, the challenge has been given that God
shall manifest Himself by fire. At midday as the fiery sun burns in
the heavens how easy it might be for a concentrated ray of its heat to
set afire some of the dried grass in that district, and so bring about
an answer! But noon is long past, the sun is sinking low, and the
sodden sacrifice and the altar are the centre of a veritable lake. Then
that man of God prays: and God answers: "the fire of the Lord fell,
and consumed the sacrifice . . . and licked up the water that was in the
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trench." Listen to the cry of the convinced crowds, " The Lord, He is
God! The Lord, He is God."
Think of another scene, "Nebuchadnezzar, full of fury . . . commanded that they should heat the furnace seven times more than it was
wont to be heated" (Dan. iii. 19). And thus unwittingly he prepared
the way for the greater manifestation of the power of God; for in that
sevenfold heated furnace three faithful young men walk in company
with the Son of God and are unhurt by the fire!
" I well knew that the Word of God ought to be enough; and it
was, by grace, enough for me," wrote George Miiller in November,
1835; but he longed to be instrumental in strengthening the faith of
troubled and fearful Christians "by giving them not only instances
from the Word of God of His willingness and ability to help all those
who rely upon Him, but to show them by proofs that He is the same
in our day." And he then states that" the first and primary object
of the work was (and still is) that God might be magnified by the fact
that the orphans under my care are provided with all they need only
by prayer and faith, without anyone being asked by me or my fellow
labourers; whereby it may be seen that God IS FAITHFUL STILL, AND
HEARS PRAYER STILL." (Vide" Autobiography of George Miiller,"
pp. 80, 81.) Nearly a century has rolled by since Mr. Miiller began
t,his experiment of faith; very varied, and ofttimes very severe, have
been the vicissitudes through which this country has passed; yet
unfailingly God has manifested Himself in this work to be the faithful
answerer of prayer. But to-day not only this country but the whole
world is feeling the economic strain! Yes, floods may deluge the
sacrifice, or fire may threaten to annihilate the one who dares to
believe: but " The Lord, He is God," and this Report shall give
testimony to His" willingness and ability" to answer prayer still.
Reducing this to terms of pounds, shillings and pence, let me state
at once that we commenced our financial year with a total balance
in hand of £17,254 12s. 2d. During the year we received for all
objects of the work £47,292 6s. 9id., and on May 26th last we closed
with a balance in hand of £22,093 18s. Reverently and with worshipping hearts we give glory to our gracious and ever faithful God.
Though we have always carefully exercised strict economy in our
expenditure, and though we realize the special need of doing so now,
yet we have felt it right and proper to go forward with the improvements in various directions; accordingly the changes foreshadowed
in last year's Report have been carried into effect-except Infants,
all our boys, divided into Seniors and Juniors, are housed at No. 4;
and a new and very convenient Nursery has been opened at No. 3.
This done, another matter which has been in our thoughts and prayers
for years pressed urgently for solution: the changing of the uniform
of the children. Until this year the Orphans have been dressed in a
uniform varying very little from the dress worn by boys and girls in
this country at the period of the foundation of these homes nearly
a hundred years ago-which attire may be admitted to be somewhat
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quaint, or, more correctly, antique. But now the girls' cloaks and
poke bonnets have been discarded, and have been replaced by coats
and hats-long coats for winter, and blazers for summer. The boys
now wear a neat tunic suit for Sundays, and jerseys with grey cricket
shirts and shorts for everyday use. Though some of our friends
cling to the old traditions, the change of dress is very generally much
appreciated, and certainly our children are pleased! These various
changes have meant much expense, and we have had to step out in
faith; but our hearts have been very encouraged by unmistakable
evidence that the Lord has approved our actions and has sent the
money required.
The numbers of our children remain much as at the end of last year;
we admitted 54 boys and 67 girls, whilst 57 boys and 67 girls left us :
the total number of children under our care during the year being 957.
We draw attention to conditions of reception shown on pages 78
and 79. Should any readers know of needy orphans requiring a
home, we shall be very glad to hear from them.
Three of our masters retired during this period, each after more
than fifty years' service: how many young lives have been influenced
during those long years of diligent earnest toil ! We are cheered
again and again by letters from "old boys" making grateful and
affectionate reference to their former masters-and the same can
truly be said with regard to " old girls," many of whom write lovingly
concerning their teachers and matrons. The spontaneous and generous
help of many of these former Orphans will be noted by readers of the
following pages, and they will readily understand the great joy such
help and the accompanying letters bring to us.
Though the general health of our large family of workers and children
has been mostly very good, the Lord has allowed us to feel the deep
sorrow of losing by death five of our children (some of whom had been
ailing a long time).
One of our nurses is only just recovering from a serious attack of
pneumonia; and our Nursing Superintendent, Miss Bergin, is still
quite crippled with a badly broken leg, the result of a cycle accident
nearly a year ago. We shall -value prayer for the invalids, and for
all our fellow-workers who so loyally and earnestly labour in their
different departments.
There have been two centenary celebrations this year in which we
have been deeply interested. One hundred years ago Mr. George
Muller and Mr. Craik took Bethesda Chapel, Bristol, and commenced
preaching services there. In the" Autobiography" there is an entry
for Aug. 13th, 1832: "This evening one brother and four sisters
united with brother Craik and me in church fellowship at Bethesda,
without any rules, desiring only to act as the Lord shall be pleased
to give us light through His Word." From this small beginning a
very gracious work spread. The spacious Chapel, seating about
1000 people, was generally well filled, and souls were saved and
blessed under the ministry of Mr. Craik and Mr. Muller. The work
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has continued in Bethesda Chapel until to-day, and very great has
been the influence felt throughout this country, whilst many believers
have gone forth from that church to serve the Lord in many parts
of the world.
Also this year the China Inland Mission is celebrating the Centenary
of the birth of its founder, the late Mr. Hudson Taylor. When greatly
exercised as to the need of widespread evangelistic work in China
Mr. Hudson Taylor, then a young missionary, was greatly influenced
by the life of George Muller, and greatly encouraged by the evidence
of God's faithfulness to sustain the work of caring for so many Orphans
in answer to prayer and faith alone. In those days Mr. Taylor had
much personal intercourse with Mr. Muller, and ultimately the China
Inland Mission was formed on the same principle of utter dependence
upon God. At the Centenary meetings in Bristol, Dr. Howard Taylor,
the son of the founder, told the story of the great advance of that
work throughout China, and especially spoke of the answer to prayer
in 200 new workers recently sent forth. Narrating Mr. Muller's
connection with the work in the early days, Dr. Howard Taylor
mentioned that his father used to speak of Mr. George Muller as
the" grandfather of the China Inland Mission."
Whilst thanking God with full hearts for His blessing upon this
Institution, and for the way He has honoured His servants here to
help and encourage others in the path of simple faith, we earnestly
seek the prayers of the people of God that He will continue to use
this work to the glory of His great Name.
For their help in prayer and in material gifts we offer our most
sincere thanks to our many friends all over the world.
Without anyone having been personally applied to by usfor a donation,
£2,140,739 18s. 4d. has been received for the Orphans, as the 1'esult of
prayer to God, since the commencement of the work, which sum includes
the amount received for the Building Fund for the five Houses.
Besides this, articles of clothing, furniture, etc., and of food have
been given in great variety for the use of the Orphans.
It may also be interesting to the reader to know that the total given
for the other Objects, since the commencement of the work, amounts
to £490,567 9s. 8td., and that which has come in by the sale of Bibles
since the commencement amounts to £33,228 lOs. 9d. by the sale of
tracts and books to £60,079 15s. l~d., and by the payment of the
children in the Day Schools to £25,377 18s. Id. No payment by
children has been made for many years past. For the free distribution
of the Autobiography there has been received £527 9s. 2~d.
Thus it will be seen that up to the present time the living God has
sent in answer to prayer £2,750,521 Is. 2l;d.
" CHRIST executed one part of His priesthood on earth, in dying for
us; the other He executes in heaven, by pleading the cause, and
presenting the offerings of His people."-Matthew Henry's Commentary.
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WISDOM, RIGHTEOUSNESS, SANCTIFICATION, AND
REDEMPTION.

" Now just see, by way of retrospect, what heavenly blessings there
are for those who have a living union with the Son of God. Everything is provided for them that shall be for their salvation and their
sanctification: not a single blessing has God withheld that shall be
for their eternal good. View them as foolish, ignorant, unable to see
the way, puzzled and perplexed by a thousand difficulties, harassed
by sin, tempted by Satan, far off upon the sea. How shall they reach
the heavenly shore ~ God, by an infinite act of sovereign love, has
made His dear Son to be their wisdom, so that none shall err so as to
err fatally; none shall miss the road for want of heavenly direction
to find it or walk in it. Their glorious Head, who is in heaven, is
made of God unto them, wisdom on earth to bring them to their
heavenly inheritance. He opens up His Word to their heart; He
sends down a ray of light into their bosom, illuminating the sacred
page and guiding their feet into the way of truth and peace. If they
wander, He brings them back; if they stumble, He raises them up;
and whatever be the difficulties that beset their path, sooner or later
some kind direction or heavenly admonition comes from His gracious
Majesty. Thus the wayfaring man, though a fool, does not err in the
way of life, for his gracious Lord being his' wisdom' leads him safely
along through every difficulty until He sets him before His face in
glory.
" But they want a '1·ighteousness.' How can they stand before the
throne, seeing they are of and in themselves such poor, filthy, defiled
creatures ~ God has devised a way. His dear Son has wrought out
for them a perfect robe of righteousness; and the Holy Spirit brings
it near and clothes them with it, so that in it they stand without spot
or blemish before the throne.
" But besides this they are unholy; their very nature is defiled;
they are worldly and carnal, and have no taste naturally for heavenly
things. The blessed Lord is of God made unto them' sanctification,'
to impute to them not only the holiness of His nature, but also to
send down the Holy Spirit into their bosom to give them a new heart
and a new spirit, to supply them with heavenly graces, to raise up
in their soul spiritual affections, and adorn them with every new
Covenant fruit.
" But again, they have sold themselves to sin and Satan; are often
in deep captivity to a body of sin and death; owe a thousand talents,
of which they cannot pay a single farthing. The Son of God is made
unto them' redemption,' so as to payoff their debts, to break off all
their legal fetters, to set the prisoners free, and bring them into the
glorious liberty of the children of God.
" And all these heavenly blessings are connected with, and flow
out of their union with, Christ. How needful, then, it is to be able
to realize some inward sense of this union; for if we can realize our
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personal interest in it, then all these blessings are ours. Can we
realize it ~ Do we feel it ~ Are we experimentally acquainted with
it ~ Do we know anything of the Lord Jesus Christ by any revelation
of His person, His work, His love, His blood, and His grace; by any
teaching of His blessed Spirit; by any communication of His light,
life, and power to our heart; any living faith in His Name, any hope
in His mercy, any love toward Him Who is altogether lovely ~ As
we can trace these things more or less in our bosom, it raises up an
evidence of our union with the Son of God; and as we can trace this
union more and more clearly, then our faith rises to embrace Him as
of God made unto us all these heavenly blessings. Under a deep
sense of our ignorance and folly, we go to Him to be taught as our
, wisdom'; under a sense of our nakedness, we go to Him for clothing
as our 'righteousness'; under a knowledge of the carnality of our
heart and inability to be aught that is go@d, we go to Him as our
, sanctification;' feeling the bondage of sin and Satan, we go to Him
as our 'redemption.' This is making use of Him; this is receiving
of His fulness; this is believing in His Name unto eternal life; and
this is realizing the blessedness of a personal union with the Son of
God."-J. C. Philpot.
THE MIRACLE OF INSPIRATION: THE RESULTANT
RECORD IS THE WORD OF GOD.
(2 TIMOTHY iii. 16.)
"HE, Who chose the writers of the Holy Scriptures, many men
scattered over many ages, used them each in his surroundings and
in his character, yet so as to harmonize them all in the Book, which,
while many, is one. He used them with the sovereign skill of Deity.
And that skilful use meant that He used their whole being, which
He had made, and their whole circumstances, which He had ordered.
They were indeed His amanuenses; nay, I fear not to say, they were
His pens. But HE is such that He can manipulate as His facile
implement no mere piece of mechanism, which, however subtle and
powerful, is mechanism still, and can never truly cause anything;
HE can take a human personality, made in His own image, pregnant,
formative, causative, in all its living thought, sensibility and will,
and can throw it freely upon its task of thinking and expressionand behold, the product will be His; His matter, His thought, His
exposition, His Word, ' living and abiding for ever.' "--Handley Moule.

,. IF the understanding be ever so greatly refined and enlarged with
the knowledge of arts and sciences, yet it stands in as much need
of Divine teaching as the most ignorant peasant does; because the
things of God are not discoverable by the arts and sciences."-W.
ROl1wine.
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CHRISTMAS NEWS.
A SHORT time ago I came across a statement which surprised, interested, and saddened me. These are the words: "I have just been
looking through several volumes of specimen Christmas cards sent
out by firms who specialize in private greeting cards. In over a
hundred designs there is only one which contains any reference to
the real Christmas message." How sad it is that such is the case!
Either the designers have no interest themselves in the wonderful
news of "a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord," or they think that
the public do not wish for such news, and they are anxious of course
to sell the cards.
We think of England as a land of Bibles, and yet here there are
thousands of young people who have grown up without really knowing
for themselves what the Christmas news is. It did not come from
one country on the earth to another in the first place, but it is news
sent by God direct from heaven by one of His messengers.
And who were the people who were privileged to hear the news
first ~ They were not kings and mighty men, but a group of godly
shepherds engaged in keeping watch over their flocks by night. We
read that" the glory of the Lord shone round about them; and they
were sore afraid." How amazing it must have been to find themselves
enveloped in brilliant light, brighter than the mid-day sun! The Lord
understands all about our fears, and so the first words spoken to them
by the angel whom God had sent were" Fear not." He went on to
tell them why there was no need for fear, but for great joy, saying,
"For, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be
to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David,
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord."
Here then is the Christmas news. It is good news indeed-good
news direct from heaven to a sinful world-good, for it tells of a
Saviour Who is able to save to the uttermost all who come unto God
by Him. The Saviour had been born that day in the City of David,
Bethlehem, and the good news was not only for the people of Palestine.
It concerned the people of all other countries in the world. Faithful
missionaries carry the good news to far-off lands, but, sad to say,
there are millions of people living now who have not yet heard the
good news of the Saviour.
But two other titles describe the Saviour of Whom the angel spoke
to the shepherds. He is "the Clwist" the long-promised Messiah of
the Old Testament Scriptures. Years afterwards, Peter said to him,
" Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God." The other title
which the angel gave to Him was" the Lord." May all my young
readers who belong to Him be enabled to own Him in their daily
lives as Lord and Master. Thus" looking unto Jesus," you will,
E. A. H.
I am sure, have a very happy Christmas.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-The Christmas season is nearly upon us and we
desire to send some extra books to the home stations once again as
we have in past years. The parcels to distant stations have already
been despatched. These extra, gifts are always much appreciated,
and friends who desire to help us in this special effort will greatly
assist us if they send their parcels to us the first week in December.
Over and over again we hear how much the literature is valued
especially by those at sea and those in distant stations of the empire.
A missionary writes, " We thank you for the excellent parcel of books
for the sailors. All will be so useful in the work. At times we get
very short of Christian literature." This shows the great need there
is for continuous supplies of books to the various stations. May the
Lord very richly bless THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE in the coming year.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol 4, November, 1932.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund :£ s. d.
£ s. d.
1 0 0 L. S. and A. D.
Booth, Mr. W.
010 0
0 4 0 Pert, Mr. E. M.
Cousens, Mr. E.
0 P 0
010 0 Porter, Miss M.
" Firstfruits" ..
0 4 0
0 4 0 Pratt, Mr. E. ..
Green, Mrs. M. A.
0 5 0
Haworth, Miss M.
0 6 0 Rogers, Mr. H.
o 15 0
0 2 6 Tremain, Mr. W.
Houghton, Miss
0 4 0
0 8 0 Waters, Mrs. ..
Isbel!, Mr. T. A.
0 2 6
10 0 0
Jones, Miss C. M.
FREE DISTRIB lJTION FeND. - Booth, Mr. W.
8/-

" No Church, Chapel, or other place of assembly should be frequented
by God's truth-loving people where the meal is not pure and the bread
of the Word not wholly un-Ieavened."-Rev. James Ormiston.
" THEY are well kept whom God keeps, but woe unto those who go
forth into the world, or even dare to walk their own house unarmed.
Those who think themselves secure are more exposed to danger than
any others. The armour-bearer of sin is self-confidence."-C. H.
Spurgeon.
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REASONS WHY MUSICAL SERVICE IS WRONG.
By THE LATE REV. JAMES NEIL, M.A.
MUSICAL SERVICE IS WRONG.
Continued from page 501.
27. Because ministers are strongly tempted to rely upon the attractions of Musical Service to gather a congregation, and, by that very
reliance, to neglect the true spiritual attractions, which it is their
own duty to provide. These latter are, briefly:
(1) A natural, fervent, intelligent saying of the Prayers, and an
impressive, lively, devout reading of the Scripture Lessons-in both
praying and reading taking especial care to be always NATURAL
and EARNEST, and utterly to avoid each and all of those four faults
which Serjeant Edward W. Cox has, not too severely, styled" the
pUlpit drawl-the pulpit whine-the pulpit groan-and the pulpit
snivel. "
(2) A faithful, plain, bold, loving, extempore preaching of the
simple Gospel, and also a courageous and thoughtful Protestant
defence of it, combined with an interesting and realistic exposition of
Holy Scripture-and this, weather permitting, as frequently as their
strength and opportunities will allow in the open air, or, if not themselves .able to preach in the streets, going out with others who can,
and taking some part in such services. In all tbis, having regardrather to the quality than the quantity of what is done, and carefully
avoiding the present too prevalent mistake of unduly increasing the
number of services and meetings, more especially the former, of an
empty, formal, and unnecessary kind, which, while standing in the
way of better efforts, are in themselves feeble and unsatisfying, and
are bringing the work of the Church into contempt.
(3) " A WISE meekness," courtesy, and " the spirit of counsel" in
all their dealings with their people, and especially a frank and unaffected
" condescending to the LOWLY," that is, both lowly persons and a
lowly, Christ-like style of life. This meek and lowly spirit, added to a
life of true godliness, separation from the world, and missionary zeal,
cannot fail to afford a powerful attraction.
(4) A diligent and impartial house-to-house visitation of their
parish or flock, lovingly and earnestly, in a true ministerial character.
This is most important. So-called "high churchmen" make the
most active and effective use of house-to-house visitation. This of
itself seldom or never fails to gather a congregation.
(5) Giving Scripture lessons and addresses, especially the latter,
illustrated by lawful pictures and diagrams, and made thoroughly
practical, useful, and interesting, as often as possible, both in their
Day and Sunday Schools, and taking that hearty, active interest in
both or either of these schools, which never fails to win the affection
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of teachers and scholars, and, through the latter, of almost the whole
parish.
If Evangelical ministers would but awake to their privileges, and
try the combined attractions of these five unfailing methods of collecting and keeping a congregation, instead of, as is too often the case,
employing only one or two, or alas! none, they would never find any
need of getting a choir to do for them, by wo'rldly means, what, with
Divine help, they could and should do by sCTipluTal means for themselves.
Some Evangelical ministers of the Church of England at times
defend the introduction of the various innovations connected with
Musical Service, on the ground that they are loyal churchmen, and
must yield that full obedience to the rules and directions of their
Church, which, as members and ministers of that Church, they have
legally pledged themselves to render. The answer to this is clear and
conclusive. THERE IS NOT A CANON, RUBRIC, OR DIRECTION OF THE
CHURCH WHICH CAN BE LEGALLY ENFORCED-AND NO OTHERS ARE
LEGALLY BINDING-WHICH REQUIRES ONE SINGLE FEATURE OF MUSICAL
SERVICE. No step in this direction can be justified by the excuse that
any moral or legal necessity exists for taking it. No Bishop would
dream of attempting to enforce anyone of these matters, nor would
he be successful if he did. A minister has perfect and unfettered
liberty not to do, or not to permit, any of these things. Therefore,
every innovation of a musical, formal, unspiritual kind must be introduced either 1., Because a minister for some reason desires it himself ;
or, H., Because for some reason he weakly and unfaithfully yields to
the desire of otbers.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
AT the Christmas season, for some years past, many friends have
kindly taken special Collecting Cards for collecting among their
friends, by which the funds of the Society have been augmented.
The Secretary will gladly send a card to any young friend who is
willing thus to assist the Aged Pilgrims.
On Oct. 11th, Mr. W. J. E. Chambers opened a Sale of Work at the
Presbyterian Hall, North Street, Brighton. In the afternoon the
Annual Meeting of tbe Auxiliary was held. A report of the local work
was read by Mr. S. Anscombe. The Rev. J. H. Hallett conducted a
much appreciated service, the sermon being from Galatians vi. 16.
The Annual Meeting in connection with the Eastbourne Auxiliary
was held in Grove Road Chapel on Wednesday, Oct. 26th, a Sale of
Work taking place in the scboolroom on the same day. Mr. H. Popham,
who presided over the evening meeting, warmly welcomed the friends,
a good number being present. The local Hon. Treasurer and Secretary
made some remarks as to the work locally, and addresses on the work
of the Institution generally were given by Mr. J. U. Dennis and the
Secretary.
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On Nov. 4th, at the Hornsey Rise Home, the ladies conducted
their usual Autumn Sale. In the evening, a service was held in the
Chapel. There was a good attendance, and the sermon of the Rev.
Thomas Houghton from Psalm xc. 1 was listened to with pleasure
and profit.
The Committee sincerely thank all friends who have assisted to make
the sales and the meetings so successful.
Meetings on behalf of the Society will (D.V.) be held as follows:
Service at the Walker Memorial Church, Cheltenham, in the evening
of Dec. 9th; a meeting at Highgate Road Chapel in the evening of
Dec. 14th, and a meeting in the Old Baptist Chapel, Guildford, on
the 15th.

lltebtebH, aub fl,otiCf£1 of 113o okf.' ,
THE VISIONS OF JOHN THE DIVINE. By William Haste, B.A. Price
3s. 6d. net. Pp. 192. (John Ritchie Ltd., Kilmarnock.)
This volume is well-printed and in good type. It consists of twentytwo chapters on "The Revelation of Jesus Christ." The papers
originally appeared in the BelieveT's Magazine.
It is well known that good men differ considerably in their interpretation of this closing book of the New Testament. The author
evidently adopts the interpretation of the Lord's coming common
among the Brethren, and adopted by the Advent Testimony Movement
-which is called "the two-stage theory." He believes that the
Lord's coming will be in two stages. First, He will come JOT His
saints, and later on, probably after at least seven years, He will come
with His saints. This really involves a second and a thi1·d advent of
our Lord. For this we are persuaded there is no warrant in Scripture.
It is a theory for which in our view no text of Scripture can be produced.
Our Lord says, "I will come again," but He does not say, "I will
come again and again." The Epistle to the Hebrews teaches that
He will "appear the second time without sin unto salvation." It
says nothing about a thi1·d time-. This doctrine of the Lord's coming
in two stages involves the any-moment theory of His coming.
The Lord may come at any moment, it is said, JOT His saints. We
believe that if the Lord lDay come at any moment the doctrine would
have been taught by our Lord and His apost.Ies. The Lord, however,
taught His disciples that they were to be His witnesses (after His
departure) to the uttermost parts of the earth. Their Gospel testimony
must therefore precede His coming, and therefore He did not intend
to come till a subsequent period.
Our Lord taught that Peter would die before the Lord's coming
took place. Peter therefore expected death before the Lord returned.
(See John xxi. 18, 19; 2 Pet. i. 13, 14.) He could not therefore have
taught the doctrine that the Lord may come at any moment, seeing
that he knew that his own death must precede the Lord's coming.
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Paul also expected to die, and looked forward to resurrection from
the dead (2 Tim. iv. 6; Phil. iii. 11).
Bishop Moule on this latter passage says, "It is observable that
the apostle here implies his expectation of death, to be followed by
resurrection; not of survival till tbe Lord's Return." (Camb1'idge
Bible for Schools, on Pbilippians, p. 97.) Any interpretation of the
Apocalypse, therefore, which is based on the any-moment tbeory, or
on the doctrine of a third coming of our Lord, must in our view be
erroneous.
THE PLOTTERS AND THEIR VICTIM. By Robinetta E. Oak. Price
2s. 6d. Pp. 165. (Protestant Truth Society, 3 and 4, St. Paul's
Cburchyard, London, E.C.4.)
This is a very exciting story. It begins by telling of the sudden
death of the Vicar of an Evangelical parish and tbe appointment in
bis place of an Anglo-Catbolic. Changes, such as a surpliced cboir,
were introduced, which caused many to leave. One member of the
congregation unwisely stayed, and subsequently was taken in by the
Curate, through whom his excellent son was allowed to take up a
position in the employ of an Anglo-Catholic squire. The boy's
correspondence with his father is intercepted, and eventually he is
surreptitiously taken off to Paris, Naples, and Rome, and finally is
a prisoner of the Inquisition, where he undergoes terrible suffering
for years, but eventually escapes, and reaches England again .
....,
The book illustrates the evil of small cbanges in Cburch services,
the weakness of some evangelical parents, the advantages of being
well-grounded in the Bible, and the awful cruelty of the Inquisition.
" HERE HE Is! I HAVEN'T LOST HIM!" By Rev. James Ormiston.
Pp. 16. Price Id., or 6s. per 100. (John Wrigbt & Sons, Ltd.,
Bristol, or direct from Miss L. Ormiston, 3, Berkeley Square,
Bristol. )
The title of this beautiful booklet contains the last words of a
Workhouse saint. This is a ne", edition, and 66,000 copies have
now been printed. We bope this number will develop into millions.
It is well wortby of a wide circulation. The booklet is a most touching
account of the conversion of a man who died in an Islington Workbouse.
This poor man, rich in faitb, said to Mr. Ormiston that Christ would
say of him (the Workhouse saint), "Fatber, here he is! I haven't
lost him." Remarking on this Mr. Ormiston says, " What a realization
of the precious truth tbat Ch1'ist is 1'esponsible to the Father for the
salvation of those He has given Him."
So many so-called Gospel booklets contain so much Arminian
teaching, that it is refreshing to have a Gospel booklet written in
graciou'l language, and free from erroneous ways of stating the Gospel.
We hope our readers will order many copies of tbis booklet for
giving away and enclosing in letters. It is attractively got up and
suitable for ricb and poor.
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THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND ALMANAC, 1933. Price 2d. In cloth, 9d.
Postage extra. (Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham
Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.)
This is the forty-fifth year of the issue of this excellent Almanac.
It opens with a valuable article by the Rev. W. Dodgson Sykes,
Principal of the B.C.M.S. College, on " Peace in Christ." It contains
much valuable information for Protestant Churchmen, and is specially
useful to clergymen, containing as it does the Authorized Table of
Lessons for every day in the year. We greatly regret, however, that
for the first time there has been inserted at the end of the Almanac
the Revised Lectionary, containing the Lessons for Sundays and Holy
Days. When this alternative lectionary was first issued it was
subjected to much Protestant Criticism. The old Lectionary contains
no lessons from the Apocrypha for Sundays. This revised Lectionary
contains about twenty-seven alternative Sunday Lessons from the
Apocrypha; besides about thirteen others for certain Holy Days.
We much regret therefore the addition of this revised Lectionarywhose use is optional-to the pages of this Almanac.
MOHAMMEDANISM: AN ELEMENTARY CATECHISM. By Pastor E. J.
Poole-Connor. Price 3d. Pp. 24. (North Africa Mission, 34,
Bisham Gardens, Highgate, London, N.6.)
We have read through this Catechism on Mohammedanism with
great interest. In its twenty-four pages there is collected together
a very large amount of information on the life and work of Mahomet,
Mohammedan doctrine and ritual, and the great triumphs of this
false and evil system. All who wish for information about Mohammedanism and all who work among Moslems should get this excellent
booklet.
We have received
My POCKET COMPANION, the Diary and Calendar for 1933 issued by
The Protestant Trut'h Society, 3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard,
London, E.CA. It is issued in four styles. The twopenny
edition is most generally used, but there are also sixpenny,
shilling, and two and sixpenny editions.
QUARTERLY RECORD OF THE TRINITARIAN BIBLE SOCIETY. Price 2d.
(Trinitarian Bible Society, 7, Bury Street, Bloomsbury, W.C.!.)
This Record contains interesting extracts from letters received
from workers at home and abroad, and also accounts of meetings and
sermons in various parts of the country. A large number of the
Lord's people warmly support the Society's important work.
END OF VOLUME LXVII.-NEW SERIES.
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