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LONGING FOR HIS COMING.
" Even so, come, LORD JEsus."-REVELATION xxii. 20.
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THERE is but one family of GOD. All its members were Divinely
" predestinated unto the adoption of children" (Eph. i. 5). They
are regenerated by the HOLY GHOST, and are thus born into the
family. They are manifested as GOD'S children by the faith
which they repose in CHRIST JESUS (Gal. iii. 26), and by the love
they show to each other (1 John iii. 14). Many of the members of
this family are now in heaven. Others are on earth. Hence they
are called" the whole family in heaven and earth" (Eph. iii. 15).
The members of this family experience many desires and longings.
When first awakened to a sense of their sins, they long for a sweet
sense of forgiveness. When trouble comes they long for deliverance. When perplexities arise, they long for guidance. When
temporal needs are felt they long for supplies. But the supreme
longing of their hearts, wh~ch is more or less intensely felt, is to
see Him Who loved them and gave Himself for them. Three
times over in this chapter (Rev. xxii.) He has promised His people
that He is coming again. "Behold, I come quickly," He says, in
the seventh verse. He repeats the words in the twelfth verse, and
then in the twentieth verse He says, "He which testifieth these
things saith~ Surely I come quickly," and the response of the
members of the family, represented by the Apostle John, is" Amen:
even so, come, LORD JESUS."
It would seem that the LORD JESUS is Himself looking forward
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to the day of His coming. We read that He is" expecting till His
enemies be made His footstool" (Heb. x. 13). "The Spirit and
the bride say, Come," in response to the promise of His coming,
and he that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book is
. bidden to say" Come" also. " Let him that heareth say, Come"
(Rev. i. 3; xxii. 17).
" Then come, LORD, come quickly, the groans of creation
Respond to the tears which Thy people have shed
O'er the hope, long deferred, of their blest consummation
Of glory and bliss with their Covenant Head."
Why do the members of the family long for His coming 1
First, they long tor His coming because He is precious to them.
He is "the chiefest among ten thousand." "He is altogether
lovely" (Canticles v. 10, 16).
The Apostle Peter says, "Unto you, therefore, which believe
He is precious" (1 Peter ii. 7). Why is He precious to them 1
The answer to that question can only now be given briefly. He
is precious because He loved them and gave Himself for them.
He is precious because He laid down His life for them. He is
precious because He shed His "precious blood" to secure the
complete remission of all their sins. He is precious because He
redeemed them from the curse of the law, being made a curse for
them. They cannot fathom the depth and intensity of His love,
which led Him to take upon Himself the form of a slave, to be
made in the likeness of men, and to humble Himself, and become
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. He is precious
because He has washed, sanctified, and justified them by His
SPIRIT. He is precious because He brought them out of a horrible
pit, and out of the miry clay, and set their feet upon a rock and
ordered their goings. He is precious because He has put a new
song into their mouths, even praise unto their GOD. He is precious
because He has inspired them with the hope of future and eternal
glory. They are ready to say that" eternity's too short to utter
all His praise."
. How can they do otherwise than long to see Him Who is so
precious to their hearts 1
Secondly, they long tor His coming, because it will bring about
the consummation at their salvation.
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"Unto them that look for Him shall He appear the second time
without sin unto salvation" (Heb. ix. 28).
When He comes He will change the bodies of their humiliation,
and fashion them like the body of His glory. Their corruptible
bodies shall put on incorruption, and their mortal bodies shall
put on immortality. Then death will be swallowed up in victory.
Then, too, all the members of the family shall be like Him, for
they shall see Him as He is. They will be fully conformed to His
image. It will also be a time of great reunion. The dead in
CHJUST shall rise and His living people shall be changed, and they
" shall be caught up together in the clouds to meet the LORD in the
air." Then they will ever be with Him (see Phil. iii. 20, 21;
1 Cor. xv. 23, 51-54; 1 John iii. 2; 1 Thess. iv. 15-17). Then
they will "sit' down with Abraham, and Isaac, and J acob, in the
kingdom of heaven" (Matt. viii. 11). They will see and company
with all the Old and New Testament saints, and above all they
will see the KING in His beauty.
Thirdly, they long for His coming because it wnl bring an end to
all their troubles.
There will be an end of bodily suffering and death (Rev. xxi. 4).
GOD will wipe away all tears from their eyes. There will be an end
of persecution for CHRIST'S sake. Now they are despised, rejected,
and hated by the world, and by many in the professing Church.
Then there will be relief from all persecution when the LORD JESUS
shall be revealed from heaven (see 2 Thess. i. 4-7). There will be
an end of all sorrow and all temptation. They will be delivered
for ever from Satan, from sin, and from its power. Nothing that
defileth can enter the city that hath foundations.
Fourthly, they long for His coming, because it will bring about
their eternal glorification.
They "rejoice in hope of the glory of GOD." Suffering with
CHRIST now, they shall be glorified with Him when He comes.
They shall" appear with Him in glory" (Col. iii. 4). He wills that
they shall be with Him where He is, and that they shall behold
His glory (see John xvii. 24). They shall" obtain the glory of
our LORD JESUS CHRIST" (2 Thess. ii. 14).
The GOD of all grace hath called them unto His eternal glory by
CHRIST JESUS (see 1 Peter v. 10).
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In response, then, to His" Behold, I come quickly," we say,
"Even so, come, LORD JESUS."
Dr. H. Bonar expresses the longing of the family when he says:
" We long to hear Thy voice,
To see Thee face to face,
To share Thy crown and glory then,
As now we share Thy grace."

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
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THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
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"I REMEMBER THEE."
(JEREMIAH ii. 2.)
LET us note that Christ delights to think upon His Church, and to
look upon her beauty. As the bird returneth often to its nest, and as
the wayfarer hastens to his home, so doth the mind continually pursue
the object of its choice. We cannot look too often upon that face
which we love; we desire always to have our precious things in our
sight. It is even so with our Lord Jesus. From all eternity "His
delights were with the sons of men"; His thoughts rolled onward to
the time when His elect should be born into the world; He viewed
them in the mirror of His foreknowledge. "In Thy book," He says,
" all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned,
when as yet there was none of them" (Ps. cxxxix. 16). When the world
was set upon its pillars, He was there, and He set the bounds of the
people according to the number of the children of Israel. Many a
time before his incarnation, He descended to this lower earth in the
similitude of a man; on the plains of Mamre (Gen. xviii.), by the brook
of Jabbok (Gen. xxxii. 24-30), beneath the walls of Jericho (Josh. v. 13),
and in the fiery furnace of Babylon (Dan. iii. 19, 25), the Son of Man
visited His people. Because His soul delighted in them, He could not
rest away from them, for His heart longed after them. Never were
they absent from His heart, for He had written their names upon His
hands, and graven them upon His side. As the breastplate containing
the names of the tribes of Israel was the most brilliant ornament worn
by the high priest, so the names of Christ's elect were His most precious
jewels, and glittered on His heart. We may often forget to meditate
upon the perfections of our Lord, but He never ceases to remember us.
Let us chide ourselves for past forgetfulness, and pray for grace ever
to bear Him in fondest remembrance. Lord, paint upon the eyeballs
of my soul the image of thy Son.-C. H. Spurgeon's Morning by
Morning, for Dec. 17th.
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THOUGHTS ON THE BIRTH OF CHRIST.
" Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, Which
is Christ the Lord."-LuKE ii. ll.
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WE are told that "Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in
the days of Herod the king" (Matt. ii. 1). Dr. David Brown says:
" As Herod is known to have died in the year of Rome 750, in the
fourth year before the commencement of our Christian era, the
birth of Christ must be dated four years before the date usually
assigned to it, even if He was born within the year of Herod's death,
as it is next to certain that He was."
It is therefore about 1937 years ago since an angel of the Lord
announced to the shepherds, "Unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord."
This announcement came from heaven. A messenger of J ehovah
Came to the humble shepherds who, in the neighbourhood of
Bethlehem, were" keeping watch over their flock by night." In
the darkness of the night the angel of the Lord appeared, and the
glory of the Lord shone round about them. Naturally they were
afraid, but the angel said, "Fear not; for, behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto
you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, Which is Christ
the Lord." The exact month and the exact day of the month
when Christ was born are not revealed in Scripture, nor is there
any Scriptural command to observe any special day in commemoration of that great and remarkable event, but the birth itself and
all that it involved are things of eternal moment to the people of
God. If the Saviour had not been born, there would have been
no salvation, and if there had been no salvation, hell would have
been our eternal portion. "Blessed (then) be the Lord God of
Israel; for He hath visited and redeemed His people, and hath
raised up an hol'll of salvation for us in the house of His servant
David" (Luke i. 68).
The announcement of the birth of Christ by the heavenly
messenger suggests many helpful and comforting thoughts.
First, we are taught that the birth of Christ was the birth of a Sav'iour.
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" Unto you is born a Saviour." In what way, it may be asked,
was He to be a Saviour 1 The angel of the Lord, who appeared to
J oseph in a dream, gives the answer. "Thou shalt call His name
Jesus: for He shall save His people from their sins" (Matt. i. 21).
Manifestly this means primarily salvation from the penalty of our
sins. "The wages of sin is death." If we are saved from our sins
ws must be saved from the penalty which sins deserve. This is
precisely what Christ does for His people-nay, it is precisely
what He has done for them. "Christ," we read, "hath redeemed
us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us" (Gal. iii. 13).
Our inquities were laid upon and imputed to Him, and He bore
their penalty. In His own body on the tree He suffered the Just
One for the unjust. Thus He put away His people's sins by Himself
enduring their penalty. His blood was shed for many for the
remission of their sins, and if sin is forgiven its penalty will not
be visited upon the sinner. "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus." He" came into
the world to save sinners," and nothing can hinder His gracious
purpose from being accomplished. "He shall save His people
lrom their sins." He has already saved a great number of them
and He will go on doing this great work-

'

.

" Till all the ransomed Church of God
Be saved to sin no more."
All that the Father hath given Him shall in due time come unto
Him, and experience His saving mercy and power.
" He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto
God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them"
(Heb. vii. 25).
Not only does He save His people from the penalty but also
from the power of sin. He is their daily Saviour and Keeper, and
He will completely save all His people from the penalty, from the
power, and ultimately from the very presence of sin.
Secondly, the birth of Christ was the birth of an anmnted Saviour.
The angel describes the Infant Who had just been born as "a
Saviour Which is Christ the Lord." He was the anointed One at
His birth. He was doubtless full of the Holy Ghost from His
mother's womb. His conception was due to the supernatural
action of the Spirit, and by that action He was born without any
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taint of sin. Even before His birth, and from all eternity He
might be said to have been anointed or set apart to be the Saviour
of His people. He describes Himself as "Him, Whom the Father
hath sanctified, and sent into the world" (John x. 36). He was
sanctified by the Father before the Father sent Him into the world.
While yet an Infant He was" the Lord's Christ." It was revealed
to Simeon that "he should not see death before he had seen the
Lord's Christ" (Luke ii. 26). Though at His baptism God then
manifestly anointed Him with the Holy Ghost and with power,
He was doubtless filled with the Spirit from His mother's womb,
and sanctified and set apart from His birth, as well as from eternity,
to be the Saviour of His people. Thus He did not take this honour,
so to speak, unto Himself. He was called of the Father, and sent
by the Father, and authorized by the Father, to be the High Priest,
the Surety, the Saviour of His people. "Neither is there salvation
in any other." No other name under heaven is given among men
whereby His people can be saved. We need to look up into His
face and say:
" Thou must save, and Thou alone."
Thirdly, the birth of Ohrist was the birth of a Dtvine Saviour.
The angel described Him as "a Saviour Which is Christ

THE

LORD."

In reference to Him the apostle says, "Whose are the fathers,
and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, Who is over all,
God blessed for ever" (Rom. ix. 5). "That holy 'I'hing" which was
born of the Virgin Mary is rightly called" the Son of God," because
the Person then united to human nature was the only begotten
and the eternal Son of the living God.
"The Son, Which is the Word of the Father, begotten from
everlasting of the Father, the very and eternal God, and of one
substance with the Father, took man's nature in the womb of the
blessed Virgin, of her substance: so that two whole and perfect
Natures, that is to say, the Godhead and Manhood, were joined
together in one Person, never to be divided, whereof is one Christ,
very God, and very Man" (Article II).
The Saviour Who was born is "the Son of the Highest," and
therefore He is "the mighty God," a Divine Saviour. Hence His
sUfferings were of infinite value, being the sufferings of Him Who
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is the eternal Son of God, the Second Person of the Trinity, One
Who is " God, of the substance of the Father, begotten before the
worlds: and Man, of the substance of His mother, born in the
world." Thus" God and Man is one Ohrist, Who suffered for our
salvation" (Athanasian Oreed).
Only a Divine Saviour in human form could purchase the Ohurch.
That Ohurch is" the Ohurch of God, which He hath purchased with
His Own blood" (Acts xx. 28).

.~ ~

"Jesus, my Lord, Thy blood alone
Hath power sufficient to atone;
Thy blood can make me white as snow;
No Jewish types could cleanse me so."

Fourthly, the birth of Christ was a birth in the family of David.
Ohrist was born in Bethlehem, "the city of David." The longpromised Messiah was to be the Seed of the woman, the Seed of
Abraham, and the Seed of David. The prophet Micah had foretold
that Ohrist would be born in Bethlehem (David's town) and that
He would belong to the tribe of J udah (Micah v. 2; compare
Matt. ii. 4-6).
The Lord had promised to establish David's throne for ever
(2 Sam. vii. 13; Ps. lxxxix. 35, 36; Acts. ii. 29, 30). Hence Ohrist
was born of David's family, and the perpetuity of David's throne
is secured by Ohrist, Who, though He died, yet rose again the
third day. Of Him the Angel Gabriel spake when He said, "The
Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His father David: and
He shall reign over the house of J acob for ever; and of His kingdom
there shall be no end" (Luke i. 32, 33; see also Isa. ix. 6, 7).
The purpose of God that Ohrist should be David's Son as Man
was fulfilled by His being born in David's family and in David's
town. In this way, too, He was to be manifested as King, and
destined to rule on David's throne. Thus the predicted connection
of the Messiah with David's family and throne was indicated by
the fact that His birth took place in " the city of David." To this
end the decree of Offisar Augustus was unconsciously issued. The
decree of an earthly Emperor was made to subserve the purpose
of Him Who worketh all things after the counsel of His Own will.
The birth of Ohrist in Bethlehem-a small town-was a minute
fulfilment of prophecy and an indication of the exact truth of all
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that "God hath spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets
since the world began" (see Isa. xi. 1-5; Jer. xxiii. 5, 6).
Lastly, the birth of Ohrist was a birth for the eternal benefit of a
great multitude which no man can number.
The angel spoke to the shepherds of good tidings which, he said,
"shall be to all people"-more literally "all the people." He
also said, " Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour."
The birth of the Saviour was a great and important fact which
was made known first to the humble shepherds. Then they made
the fact known to others (Luke ii. 17). Ultimately it was made
known to all the people of Israel, and is being made known to all
the peoples of the earth. But though the fact of His birth would
become more or less fully known to all the peoples of the earth,
the blessings which His birth, followed by His atoning death, would
secure, would only be enjoyed by God's elect people, whether found
amongst Jews or Gentiles. Hence Simeon was no doubt inspired
to speak of the infant Christ as God's salvation, "which Thou
hast prepared before the face of all the peoples (Greek); a Light to
lighten the Gentiles,and the glory of Thy people Israel."
Christ is "the Dayspring from on high," Who hath visited this
dark earth to give light to His chosen ones who sit in darkness, and
in the shadow of death, and to guide their feet into the way of
peace. Those who, through God's infinite grace and mercy, rcceive
and welcome into their hearts the good tidings of His birth and
of His atoning death, are filled with all joy and peace in believing.
They are a people who have been convinced of their sinful, lost,
and ruined state, but also a people to whom God has revealed
Christ as the Lamb of God Who hath put away their sin by the
sacrifice of Himself. Thus His birth was in order to His atoning
death. "The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give His life a ransom for many" (Matt. xx. 28).
He " came to seek and to save that which was lost." He" came
into the world to save sinners." What a mercy if we can say that
God" hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling."
Mary, the human mother of Him Who was born in Bethlehem,
could say, "My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath
rejoiced in God my Saviour" (Luke i. 47).
THE EDITOR.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" 0 give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good: for His mercy endureth
for ever. Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He hath
redeemed from the hand of the enemy."-PsALM cvii. 1, 2.

momentous year has rapidly passed, and when this magazine
is in the hands of our readers, they will be nearing its last days and
hours. To the saints of God it has been oft trod with weary feet
and sinking hearts at the solemn happenings, the Satanic forces
around them, and with deferred hopes and unanswered prayers.
They have seen the enemy alert and vigorous on every side, and
found fighting, protesting and warning necessary all the way. There
have been many disappointments in regard to those who" did run
well." The darkness deepens; godlessness increases; the love of
many waxes cold; the faithful fail; the weary ones are fast gathering
Home, and we who remain a little longer are feeling increasingly our
loneliness. But, beloved friends, you know enough of all these things
which tend to cast down the soul, and I would seek help from on
high to strike a joy note for my closing words for 1933, and remind
myself and my dearly loved readers that praise is our becoming
attitude of heart and is "comely for the upright." However dark
the days, there is always cause for praise to our God. So let the
text speak to us at this time, and" let the redeemed," " give thanks
unto the Lord" and tell forth His love and mercy, faithfulness and
goodness, and speak of all the way He has led them according as He
promised.
Have we not indeed cause for praise, when we look at our daily
mercies, tender providences, Covenant blessings, creature comforts,
measure of health and strength, and the dear friends He gives us to
cheer us and hold fellowship with us in our pilgrimage? As we
begin to speak thus, we find our mercies are" countless as the sands,"
and the contemplation leads us back to the Source and Giver of all,
Who with Christ-Gad's" Unspeakable Gift "-" freely gives us all
things." "They are," as one of our Puritans has said, " as the paper
and packthread thrown in." And since, beloved, you know" your
election of God," and are surely seeking more and more the grace of
God to show forth His praises, "Who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light," you long to praise Him more.
Well" let the redeemed say so," and as surely as you ponder the
goodness of the God of your salvation and seek to testify of it to
those around you, you will be finding "He has put a new song in
your mouth," and you will be calling on others to "magnify the
Lord with" you, " and exalt His name together." "0 give thanks
unto the Lord, for He is good."
Recently we laid to rest another b.eloved and aged saint. We had
ANOTHER
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had very hallowed fellowship together, and as long as he could cover
the distance he would drag his tired body here, "for a word of comfort," and to the glory of God he would leave seemingly cheered and
strengthened in soul. Oh, with what yearning, eager words would
he express his longing to know the Holy Spirit's sealing mark, and
hang eagerly on any promise spoken. His humility was very marked,
and one seldom' heard of his former life of usefulness and of his acts
in the promotion of God's glory. In later years his deafness was
a great deterrent, and yet I never saw dear Mr. Hewitt without being
struck with his patience and humility and eagerness to hear and
drink in the truth. The last public meeting at which I saw him
was the Trinitarian Bible Society Bible Reading, in February, and
I noticed when the kind and able speaker, the Rev. W. Davey, caught
sight of the pathetic figure leaning towards him to catch the speaker's
words, Mr. Davey kindly and sympathetically raised and directed his
voice towards him. Once he remarked, " I am looking back on my
long life of sins and mistakes, and wondering if He can forgive such
a sinner." "Oan He have mercy on such a sinner 1 " was ever his
earnest inquiry, and it was touching to see the tears well out of those
sad, kindly eyes, as a word from the Book of Comfort dropped upon
his tender, longing soul. More I could write, but tender reference
has been ably given from the pen of Miss L. Ormiston. And now
all his weary days are over. Five and a half weeks of great suffering,
during which time he was tenderly and untiringly cared for by friends
raised up of God; and now all that is amongst the former things
that are for ever passed away. Able to see dear Mr. Hewitt only once
in that last illness, I treasure up his last utterances, " I tell the Lord
in the night, I can't even think of His mercies!" He was reminded
that" the Lord thinketh upon" His" poor and needy ones," and they
are" thoughts of peace and not of evil." This he evidently endorsed.
Then he repeated slowly and with difficulty, "Underneath are the
everlasting Arms"; and those were the last words the writer heard
from him this side Jordan. He was one who was blessedly included
in the words of our text as one of His redeemed who testified to the
salvation of his God. "Let the redeemed say so."
As we returned from the first part of the funeral service at Church,
I turned to Revelation xix., and was favoured with a sweet glimpse
by faith within the veil, and thought of our dear aged friend amongst
the redeemed throng, no longer with stammering lips, adding his
voice to the triumphant song before the throne, "saying, Alleluia;
Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God."
Thrice" blessed," then, surely, " are the dead that die in the Lord."
And may our hearts, while waiting a little longer in this time state,
sing O)U song of redemption's story. Yea, beloved, " 0 give thanks
unto the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endureth for ever. Let
the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He hath redeemed from the
hand of the enemy."
The first song of redemption recorded in Holy Scripture was that
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of Moses and the children of Israel on their crossing of the Red Sea.
Their Jehovah had indeed" triumphed gloriously," and become their
" strength and their song" (and while I write in the plural number,
do observe, dear reader, the personal application of my strength, and
my song, and my salvation, my God, and my father's God i). Worship
is uppermost. "I will prepare Him an habitation." And this
assuredly follows up every redeemed sinner's life. Their Redeemer
is the centre of worship. He is enthroned in their hearts and lives
Lord of all. "Let the redeemed say so." Let them sing the high
praises of their God; He wills to be worshipped. He is worthy of
all adoration and praise, and the theme of His redeeming love is one
of which the saints never tire here (although their best is stained
and marred by sin), and they long for the time when with unsinning
hearts they will " worship the King amid and in the beauties of holiness," and" give thanks at the remembrance" thereof.
And shall it not, fellow-believer, even now be your desire and mine
to be ever praising Him and telling forth His lovingkindness and
testifying of the greatness of His salvation, day by day, singing of
the mercies of the Lord and of His gentle, tender, leading and dealings,
,and of how His very "gentleness" has made us "great" 1
"Now begin the heavenly theme,
Sing aloud in Jesu's name I
Ye, who His salvation prove,
Triumph in redeeming love."
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Such a song will be renewed in glory. An endless song, without
sin, to the all-worthy Lamb. Here it is always testifying to the loving,
tender deliverances from daily sin and its contaminations. But there!
to sing without sin-polluted lips, to praise without alloy, to worship
without hindrance or break. Oh," What must it be to be there? "
But shall we put the question to ourselves. Are some of us somewhat strangers to the offering of praise 1 Are our daily mercies,
tender providences, marked interpositions and deliverances, counted
as common or matters of course and scarcely acknowledged as coming
from the Divine Giver of all? Oh, may we seek increasingly the
grace of praise, and cultivate the spiritual habit of thankfulness.
,. Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me." We know from happy,
. proven experience how the heart is warmed, the spirit cheered, and
nearness to one's heavenly Father realized, when the soul is praising
Him and testifying of His lovingkindness. "0 give thanks unto the
Lord, for He is good." Have you and I spent any time at the throne
giving thanks to-day 1 Did we commence its earliest hours with
praise? Have we, during the busy hours of forenoon sought to praise
Him, and on through the passing hours, for doubtless there has been
abundant cause for it 1 Indeed, praise could well accompany our
every step and circumstance, as is abundantly set forth in the Psalm
before us, in the varied characters and their needs which are described
.as " redeemed from the hand of the enemy" (verse 2), pilgrims and
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:strnngcrs (verse 4), hungry and thirsty (verse 5), longing souls (verse 9),
prisoncrs (verse 10), labouring and heavy laden (verse 12), nigh unto
,donth (verse 18), voyagers on stormy seas (verse 23, etc.), husbandmen
(VOI'i:lCS 36, 37), brought low ones (verse 39), poor in spirit (verse 41),
" W hoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall under,8to,1)(1 the lovingkindness of the Lord" (verse 43). Thus our Psalm
commences with praise and concludes with abundant cause why His
,gracc-constrained and observing ones, have just cause to " give thanks
unto the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endureth for ever.
Lot the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He hath redeemed from
thc hand of the enemy." And may the grace of praise thus close
,another year and enter the portals of a new year, for God's mercies
endure for ever.
R.

I

THE ASSURANCE OF THE REDEEMED.

1

'THOSE who are" in the faith grounded and settled and who are not
moved away from the hope of the Gospel" (Col. i. 23) have this assur,ance that He, Who has redeemed them, will present them-at the
Great harvest day (Matt. xiii. 30)-" holy and unblameable and
unreprovable" to His Heavenly Father" with exceeding joy and great
glory" (see Col. i. 22, and Jude 24). The natural December is ofttimes
bleak and cold, and a bright fire is truly welcome. Thus when old
age creeps upon the believer there may be appearances of coldness and
gloom, but to the believer these are only" the shadow." The substance
cannot touch the redeemed (see Ps. xxiii. 4). The Lord is with them.
He will protect and guard them with His rod and His staff (Ps. xxiii. 4)
and His love shall warm them. He Who revealed Himself to Moses
as " I AM" (Exod. iii. l4)-that is to say the Almighty, Everlasting,
All-knowing, All-present God, Who is, Who was, and Who ever will bepromises that He will be with His people even to the very last moment
of their existence here, and then they shall be with Him for ever in
unceasing happiness. No weary old age in God's presence, such as
poor humanity experiences now, no, nothing of the kind, no tears, no
sorrow, no pain, for death, which is the consequence of sin, cannot
cnter there (Rev. xxi. 4).
"When this corruptible shall have put on incorruption and this
mortal shall have put on immortality-then shall be brought to pass
the saying that is written,-' Death is swallowed up in victory.'
Thanks be to God Who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ" (1 Cor. xv. 54, 57).
P. 1. B.
- - - - - - - - ---------_._.-
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"THE works of God expound His Word. In His works His Word is
O[tOIl made visible. When we cannot find the meaning of God in
Hi/:! Word we may find it in His works. His works are a comment,
1111 infallible comment, upon His Word."-Joseph Caryl.

520

The Gospel Magazine
,Sermon~

anll N ote~ of ,Sermons.

HEART RELIGION.
A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. JUDE'S CHURCH, BALHAM, ON
SEPTEMBER 3RD, 1933, BY THE REV. S. LEIGH HUNT.
" Lydia ... whose heart the. Lord opened."-AcTS xvi. 14.
THE Bible is at once divine and human, like Him of Whom it speaks.
It is the most human book in existence, just because it is divine,
breathed by One" unto Whom all hearts be open, all desires known,
and from Whom no secrets are hid." History, sacred and profane
alike, has for its subject-matter human persons and the events in
which they have taken part. The narratives of Holy Scripture are
not always miraculous, but they bear the stamp of divinity in that,
even when relating to commonplace occurrences and average persons,
they disclose the direction and control of Him that sitteth upon the
throne, Who is above and behind all phenomena, and Who ordereth
all things according to the counsel of His will. This constitutes the
grand difference between the writings of mere human historians, and
those of holy men who spake and wrote as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost.
Accident, chance, and luck have no real existence. "The way of
man is not in himself; it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps."
Even the very hairs of our head are all numbered. God doth " govern
all things in heaven and earth." His "never-failing providence
ordereth all things both in heaven and earth." He alone can" order
the unruly wills and affections of sinful men." "The hearts of kings
are in " His " rule and governance, and" He doth " dispose and turn
them as it seemeth best to" His" godly wisdom." "A man's heart
deviseth his way, but the Lord directeth his steps." Man devises,
God directs! How true is this of His dealings with the elect. "The
steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord," even though he is not
ordinarily guided by a pillar of cloud by day, or a pillar of fire by night.
God usually guides His saints from within rather than from without,
but that He does direct them is evident from His Word and their own
experience.
Divine guidance is very apparent in the narrative of Lydia's conversion. A dye merchant of Thyatira, renowned for that industry sincc
the days of Homer, what brought her to Philippi ~ The secondary
cause may have been a change in the fashion, leading to a brisk demand
for purple. Doubtless, she came to dispose of her wares, for Philippi
was an important commercial centre, but who can read the story
without perceiving that behind all events and circumstances was the
divine " counsel secret to us" which had planned and purposed her
salvation.
St. Paul had started on his second missionary journey, accompanied
by Silas. H~ proceeded as before to Asia Minor, but was" forbidden
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of the Holy Ghost" to preach the Word in Asia, the province on the
west coast. Thyatira was one of the seven cities of Asia (Rev. i. 11),
and probably Lydia had not yet left home. "Faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the Word of God." Since Lydia is to be
" called according to God's purpose" through the instrumentality of
the apostle's preaching, "in due season" they must be brought
together. "Therefore will the Lord wait that He may be gracious,"
not when the creature shall decide, but at " the set time," the time
appointed for showing mercy; and His clock is always right. Lydia's
hour had not yet struck.
Forbidden to preach in Asia, they turn to Bithynia in the north, but
still "the Spirit suffered them not." Silenced, uncertain which
direction to take, they pass on to Mysia. Paul must be brought to
Troas by the seaside, and there, musing on Europe's needs, he must
fall asleep, and in a vision hear the voice of a man of Macedonia,
crying: "Come over, and help us!" (So Patrick, four centuries later,
heard in a dream " the voice of the Irish" calling from the wood of
Foclut by the western sea, and took it as an indication that" God had
predestined and called" him" to preach the Gospel to them."-Ep. vi.)
Having considered the circumstances prayerfully, carefully, and
thoughtfully, Paul and Silas " assuredly gather" that the Lord has.
set before them an open door to a definite sphere of labour. It is in
this way that He generally leads His people, closing all doors but one,
and encouraging them by the inner promptings of His Holy Spirit
to go forward.
The hour of Lydia's call by grace is about to strike, and now Paul
must lose no time to reach her. "Therefore loosing from Troas, we
came with a straight course to Samothracia, and the next day to Neapolis,
and from thence to Philippi," then famous for the victory of Augustus.
over Brutus and Cassius, but now far more famous as the spot where
the risen Lord was first proclaimed in Europe.
How many different strands are interwoven here! Just as Jesus
" must needs go through Samaria," seeking a lost sheep by Sychar's.
well, so now His apostle must needs hasten to Philippi that he may
meet Lydia; he must discover the little riverside chapel where prayer
is wont to be made on the Sabbath Day, for there and then Lydia
is to be brought to Christ. Where -is the minister of the Gospel who
has not been reminded from time to time of the sovereignty of God
in the vocation of His elect through the foolishness of preaching ~
Etienne Grellet had arranged to preach to a gang of lumbermen at a
certain clearing in a forest in Quebec. Arrived at the appointed place,
he found no audience, yet felt impelled to preach all the same. Years
afterwards, crossing a bridge in Paris, a stranger accosted him. He
was a French-Canadian, he explained, the foreman of the gang to which
Grellet had intended to preach on that day. The gang had moved
further into the forest, but he had returned to fetch some tools, and
while searching for them, unobserved by the preacher, the Word had
cntered his heart.
35
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"God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform."
A little congregation of those who looked for the Consolation of
Israel assembled in an oratory without the gate of the busy pagan city.
Lydia was among them, and perhaps Euodias and Syntyche were
there too. From their names it would appear that these were Greeks,
and probably proselytes. "Not forsaking the assembling of" themselves" together, as the manner of some is," Paul and Lydia were
found in the place of prayer on the Sabbath Day. St. Luke records
that when Jesus dwelt at Nazareth, "as His custom was, He went
into the synagogue on the Sabbath Day." The service was doubtless
dull and lifeless, and certainly it could have added nothing to His
instruction or devotion, but" His custom was" to fulfil His Father's
law. God blesses us when we are not in His earthly courts, but we
have special reason to hope that He will do so when we sit beside the
Gospel pool. "Within no walls confined," He can meet with Jacob
in the field, with Levi at the receipt of custom, with Zaccheus up a tree,
and with the jailor in the prison, yet ordinarily the place where prayer
is wont to be made is the place where the Saviour is pleased to meet
with the sinner. Although He can dispense with means, He usually
works through them, and the great means of grace is the preached Word.
Assuming the attitude of a rabbi about to teach, Paul" sat down
and spake." Humbler instruments have been used just as effectively,
like the poor women sitting at the door in the sun whom Bunyan heard
discoursing about the things of God, and like Bunyan himself. Apart
from the operation of sovereign grace not even the preaching of the
apostle of the gentiles could have opened Lydia's heart, and certainly
she could not have opened her own heart to " accept the Saviour."
To maintain that it lies within the power of a dead sinner to accept or
reject salvation, is to underestimate altogether the hardness and
depravity of fallen man. Much of the unsound doctrine that we now
hear on every hand is the direct and logical outcome of the denial of the
totality of human depravity. Men prate of their pretended freewill
in spiritual matters when really they are in bondage to sin and enslaved
by Satan, " taken captive by him at his will."
" The wind bloweth where it listeth, . . . so is everyone that is
born of the Spirit." The wind is an element which no man can tame.
It neither consults man's pleasure, nor can be regulated by his devices.
When Jesus rebuked the winds, men marvelled, saying: "What
manner of man is this, that even the winds . . . obey Him!" Sometimes the wind blows so softly that it scarcely rustles a leaf, at other
times so loudly that its roar can be heard for miles. Sometimes its
action is local, sometimes widespread. So it is with the Spirit. Sometimes He comes as a mighty rushing wind, and through His power a
multitude is " pricked in the heart"; at other times a still small voice
is heard by one of a family, or two of a city, Lydia and the jailor of
Philippi, and their hearts are opened at His behest. As to whether He
shall work on many or on few, He takes no counsel with man, but acts
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where and when and how He pleases, and each new birth is due to His
sovereign will.
There is a striking variety among the subjects of divine grace.
Cornelius was" a devout man, and one that feared God"; the publican
and the woman of the city were notorious characters; the legionary
who thrust Paul and Silas " into the inner prison, and made their feet
fast in the stocks," evidently enjoyed doing so; while Lydia seems
to have been a respectable and useful member of society. Yet one and
all had" come short of the glory of God," and could only be saved by
His grace.
"Oh, bring no price; God's grace is free
'1'0 Paul, to Magdalen-to me."

~,

I

The Holy Ghost uses diversities of operations when He works in
the heart of a sinner, but always to produce the same result, namely,
to bring the sinner to the Saviour. He guided the shepherds to Jesus
by angels, the magi by a star. Manasseh found Him in the school of
affliction, the Eunuch in quiet meditation on the Word. Calvin saw
Him in the light of a martyr-fire, Augustine heard His voice through
the prattle of a little child. In the peace of a Sabbath service Lydia's
heart was opened that she attended unto the things which were spoken
of Paul. Then as always, the burden of the apostle's ministry was sin
and the Saviour, first the malady, then the remedy, even" Jesus Christ
and Him crucified," nothing more, nothing less and nothing else. He
knew no other theme, no " other Gospel."
"None other Name, none other Lamb,
None other hope in heaven or earth or sea,
None other refl1ge from my guilt and shame,
None beside Thee."
The modern Jew celebrates the Day of Atonement without the
blood, and the Passover without the lamb; Rome withholds the cup
from the laity, and there is a spurious evangelism which has much to
say of Jesus, yet never points poor sinners to the fountain of His blood.
The" chief of sinners" proclaimed a Saviour to the uttermost, and as
Lydia listened she felt her heart strangely moved, and her whole being
went out to meet and greet Him. "Awake, 0 north wind! " may
describe the experience of Paul and the jailor. Lydia's case finds
expression in the rest of the verse: "Come, thou south; blow upon
my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out." " It is the voice
of my Beloved that knocketh, saying: Open to Me, My sister, My love;
let my Beloved come into His garden, and eat His pleasant fruits."
Such was the language of Lydia's heart, but, knowing her inability, the
Beloved" put His hand by the hole of the door" to lift the latch. The
God of all grace helps those who are unable to help themselves.
When the heart is opened, ears and eyes are opened too. When
the Lord says" Ephphatha" to a poor sinner, straightway the ears
are opened, the eyes behold wondrous things out of His law, the string
of the tongue is loosed, and then the lips show forth His praise.
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The opening of blind eyes to see the exceeding sinfulness of sin is a
painful operation. The corruption of nature and sins of heart and life
are then viewed for the first time in some measure as they appear in
God's sight. When the Comforter is come into the heart, He reproves
of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment, and produces godly sorrow.
The greatest of all troubles is soul trouble. "Now is My soul troubled,"
s~id Jesus when His sinless soul was made an offering for sin.

I.

"A wounded soul,
And not a whole,

Becomes a true believer."
The Word pierces a convicted sinner even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart, disclosing its true condition as deceitful above all things and desperately wicked, judged by the standard
of Jehovah's holy law; as containing in itself all the infidelity of all
Modernists, although not developed in detail, and all the rebellion of
all rebels, although restrained in exercise by a gracious God. (Were
divine restraint removed, which of us would not become a Cain, a
Pharaoh, or a Judas?) "The carnal mind is enmity against God."
An enemy may be reconciled; not so, enmity. "The law was our
schoolmaster (pedagogue) to bring us unto Christ." The pedagogue
was the slave who led the boy to school. On the day when we were
taken to school for the first time there were tears in our eyes. When
we are brought into the school of Christ, we weep during the first
lesson, for it reveals to us our helpless and hopeless state by nature.
" A broken and a contrite heart Thou wilt not despise." Not many
things does God delight to behold in a broken condition; but this is
one of them. He takes no pleasure in broken promises or broken
commandments. These are the very things He charges against us, to
prove our sinfulness. But from the broken heart He brings forth fruit
to life eternal, even as from the broken ground He gives the kindly
frnits of the earth, and from the broken cloud refreshing rain. From
the broken alabaster-box sweet perfume flows. By broken grain man
is fed, and by the broken body and the shed blood of Jesus eternal life
belongs to His people.
Spiritual conviction is always accompanied by spiritual conversion.
The Holy Ghost never turns a poor sinner's eye to Jesus except that
he may embrace Him by precious faith. He opens the eyes of the
blind the beauty of Jesus to view. While Paul preached Lydia's eyes
were opened to understand the Scriptures. The Lord said unto
Moses: "I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren,
like unto thee." "Certainly Jesus was like Moses," she mused, " meek
and lowly in heart, yet a prophet mighty in word and deed." Messiah
says by the mouth of David: "They pierced My hands and My feet.
. . . They part My garments among. them, and cast lots upon My
vesture." Why was this? Let Isaiah answer: "For the transgression of My people was He stricken, . . . and He bare the sin of
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many." This is Paul's doctrine of particular redemption! Did Jesus
die for a sinner like me 1 And so, step by step, Lydia was led· of the
Spirit nntil she heard the voice of her Beloved, saying: "Yea, I have
loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore with lovingkindness
have I drawn thee." Happy day! Happy hour! Here was a Saviour
suitable and sufficient, who exactly met every need of her soul.
"In vain men talk of living faith
When all their works exhibit death."
Lydia does not seem to have been a " ready talker," but her few
recorded words are intensely practical. The Comforter was come into
her heart, and the fruit of the Spirit revealed itself in love to God's
Word (verse 14), and to His saints (verses 15, 40). Her heart was
open to Jesus, her house was open to His ministers. God's purpose
for her had become God's purpose in her, for" it is God Which worketh
in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure." The broken heart
is His work, and from Him is its fruit found.
SERMONETTE.

"THE MOTHER OF JESUS."
JOHN ii. 1; ACTS i. 14.
By THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
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AFTER the fall of man, through the machinations of Satan, God, in the
riches of His grace, promised and foretold that the seed of the woman
should bruise the Serpent's (Satan's) head, saying to the latter: "I will
put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her
seed; it shall bruise thy head" (Gen. iii. 15). It is not" She shall
bruise," as wrongly translated in one version, but" It " that is Ohrist,
since the verb is in the singular masculine in the original Hebrew,
agreeing with the pronoun, according to the idiom of that language.
Long afterwards, Isaiah, under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost
(2 Pet. i. 21), gave utterance to the prophecy, " Behold a virgin shall
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel" (Isa.
vii. 14), and we are told in the Gospel of Matthew (chapter i. 22-23)
that this received its fulfilment at the birth of Jesus. "The fulness of
time had come, and God sent forth His Son, born of a woman" (see
Gal. iv. 4, R.V.).
We have the account of the angelic announcement of the forthcoming
birth of Jesus in Luke's Gospel (chapter i.). The Virgin is told that
she is " highly favoured," or " endued with grace." She is called by
name, " Mary," and exhorted, " Fear not, for thou hast found favour
with God." Subsequently, her cousin Elizabeth, "filled with the
Holy Ghost," declared" Blessed art thou among women" (verses 41,
42), not above women, be it noted. Her Scriptural title is " the mother
of Jesus" (John ii. 1; Acts i. 14). It is unscriptilral and wrong, to call
her" The Mother of God," for God cannot be born.
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The truth is well expressed in the Athanasian Creed: "He is God,
of the Substance of the Father, begotten before the worlds; and He is
Man, of the Substance of His Mother, born in the world."
When the Lord Jesus hung upon the cross of Calvary, " There stood
by the cross of Jesus, His mother. . . . When Jesus therefore saw His
mother, and the disciple standing by whom He loved, He saith unto His
mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then saith He to the disciple,
behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto
his own home" (John xix. 25-27). Surely this was to signify that the
earthly relationship had ceased, as, indeed, He had before made known.
For, we read in Matthew xii. 46-50, " While He yet talked to the people,
behold His mother and His brethren stood without, desiring to speak
with Him. Then one said unto Him, Behold Thy mother and Thy
brethren stand without, desiring to speak with Thee. But He answered
and said unto him that told Him, Who is My mother? and who are My
brethren? And He stretched forth His hand towards His disciples,
and said, Behold My mother, and My brethren! For whosoever shall
do the will of My Father, Which is in heaven, the same is My brother,
and sister, and mother."
Finally, it is most remarkable and significant, that after Acts i. 14,
the mother of Jesus is not once named in the Holy Scriptures. The
Epistles of Paul, James, John, Peter and Jude, as also the Apocalypse,
are silent regarding Mary, the Virgin, the mother of Jesus!
All these considerations show us that it is utterly wrong to pay
Divine honour to the Virgin Mary, to pray to her, or seek her aid with
regard to salvation.
Indeed, she herself realized and expressed her need of salvation (for
" there is none righteous, no, not one," and" all have sinned ") when
she said: "My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced
in God my Saviour" (Luke i. 46, 47).
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APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION.
IF a claim of " Apostolic succession" is to be established, it must
appear upon Apostolic lines, viz., preaching the Word of God. Thus
Paul wrote (2 Tim. iv. 1-2), "I charge thee, therefore before God,
and the Lord Jesus Christ, Who shall judge the quick and the dead
at His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the Word: be instant
in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and doctrine." This you will never meet with by those who
advance the Sacerdotal claims under the guise of Apostolic succession.
They will preach up what they are pleased to call The Church; they
will preach up the Sacraments. They will emphasize the importance
of ceremonies, of Ornaments, of Seasons; but the WORD OF GODNo! There is an important reason for this contempt of Apostolic
orde·r: its utter repudiation of all their pretensions.-Rev. J. W.
Dance.
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"I AM JESUS OF NAZARETH"
(AOTS xxii. 8).

~I

THE Holy Spirit has declared by the pen of His servant-one of the
Psalm writers-that God, "being full of compassion forgave" His
people Israel" their iniquity, and destroyed them not" (Ps. lxxviii. 38).
This truth is so important, and so necessary to be realized, that it is
repeated in not less than four other passages in the Book of Psalms,
that God is "full of compassion" (Ps. lxxxvi. 15; cxi. 4; cxii. 4 ;
cxlv. 8). The prophet Nehemiah declared Him to be " the God ready
to pardon" (Neh. ix. 17). In the New Testament it is recorded of the
Lord Jesus-Who alone could say, " I and My Father are One" (John
x. 30)-that " He was moved with compassion," or" had compassion"
(Matt. ix. 36; xv. 32; xx. 34; Mark i. 41; Luke vii. 13). In the
Epistle to the Hebrews, the writer was inspired to assert that some
quality of Compassion was needed to be exercised by every faithful
high priest under the old dispensation, but that it is only found in its
perfection in the Lord Jesus Christ, Who was called by God the Father
to be the One true High Priest for ever (Heb. v., vii. 24-28; viii. 1).
Every true believer under the Old Testament dispensation had proved
the truth of God's revelation of Himself in the Messiah, as "The
LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth" (Exod. xxxiv. 6), and such had also learned that God's
holy and righteous judgments must fall upon all rejectors of God's
gracious provision of a Saviour.
The great and terrible wage of sin is death (see Rom. vi. 23). This
truth has, from the very first, been solemnly and plainly set forth by God
(Gen. ii. 17; iii. 3; Ezek. xviii. 4). It is as true now as when first
made known by God, and were it not that the Lord Jesus has died
as the actual personal Substitute of each individual believer none could
be saved. This truth was illustrated to the people of Israel when God
directed every family in Israel to provide the Passover lamb to die in the
place and room of the" first-born" child (see Exod. xii. 3, 7, 12, 13, 23,
26, 27, 29). If any household had neglected to carry out God's
command, then the" first-born" child in that family would have as
certainly been destroyed, as were all the "first-born" in the
unbelieving families of Egypt (verses 13, 23, 29, 30).
The Apostle Paul makes this truth-the substitutionary death of the
Lord Jesus for His people-very plain throughout the Epistles he was
inspired to write. Thus he informs the believers in Rome" Christ died
for (or in the place of) the ungodly," " God commendeth His love toward
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." "When we
were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son."
(Rom. v. 6, 8, 10). Hence Paul could further write, " If we be dead with
Christ-if Christ has, indeed died in our place-we believe that we shall
also live with Him" (Rom. vi. 8). "I am crucified with Christ"that is to say, when the Lord Jesus Christ died upon the Cross, He died
as my representative and substitute-" so now I live, yet not I, but

't

1'1
528

The Gospel Magazine

Christ liveth in me. . . . I live by faith of the Son of God, Who loved
me and gave Himself for me" (Gal. ii. 20).
These various passages most surely prove the love and compassion
of God the Father, and God the Son, and the love of the Holy Spirit is
manifested in revealing this wonderful truth to those who by nature are
sinners.
The Apostle Paul was inspired by the Holy Spirit to set forth his own
experience of this compassion. As Saul of Tarsus he was trained to be
an opponent of the Lord Jesus and of the holy and blessed doctrine of
Salvation by grace. Nothing, however, is impossible with God (Matt.
xix. 26). When Saul became a converted man and a loving, devoted
servant of the Lord Jesus, he knew and testified that Salvation is
entirely of grace, and that if God had not chosen him, he would never
have come to the Lord Jesus (Eph. ii. 8; 1 Tim. i. 12-15).
Paul-as Saul of Tarsus eventually became known-gave records of
his conversion on two occasions-one before the Jews at Jerusalem (Acts
xxii.), and the other before the Imperial Roman authorities at Coosarea
(Acts xxvi.), where many Jews were present. On both occasions he
referred to" Jesus of Nazareth" (Acts xxii. 8; xxvi. 9). This is a most
noteworthy fact. The name could convey little to the pagan Romans,
but to the unbelieving Jews it was a name of scorn (see John i. 46).
Paul was not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ (Rom. i. 16). He was
not ashamed of Him in Whom he believed (2 Tim. i. 12). He was not
ashamed to suffer persecution for the cross of Christ (Eph. vi. 12, 14).
Saul had listened to the faithful confession of Stephen and he had also
listened to the charge brought against Stephen, by his enemies, that he
believed in " This Jesus of Nazareth" (Acts vi. 14). Saul had helped
those who stoned Stephen, because at that time Saul hated" this Jesus
of Nazareth," but after he was converted he loved the Lord Jesus above
all that this life and this world can offer.
There is another aspect of the case. The Lord Jesus proclaimed
Himself to Saul as" I am Jesus of Nazareth" (Acts xxii. 8). The title
by which the people acclaimed Him when He entered into Jerusalem
shortly before His crucifixion (Matt. xxi. 11). The Name by which
blind Bartimoous addressed Him (Mark x. 47). The Name of Him Who
was the subject of the two disciples' conversation as they walked to
Emmaus (Luke xxiv. 19). The Name by which the angels referred
to Him on the resurrection morn (Mark xvi. 6). The Name by which
Peter spoke of Him on the day of Pentecost to the great gathering of
Jews (Acts ii. 22). The Name by which Peter spake of Him when he
called upon the lame man to rise up and walk (Acts iii. 6), and, therefore, " this same Jesus" of Whom the angels declared " He is coming
again in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven" (Acts i. ll).
The revelation of the Lord Jesus of Himself to Saul as" I am Jesus of
Nazareth" is a proof that He is the same compassionate Saviour now
as He was when the charge was brought against Him that" this Man
receiveth sinners" (Luke xv. 2).
The Lord Jesus might have revealed Himself to Saul-as He eventu-

I
(l

,

II

j'
..

,

1\

i,I
j

r

11

'i

~.

~i '

)l

I

'

J \
fJi'

The Gospel Magazine
:1

(

529

ally will do to all who reject Him-as the all holy righteous Judge and
called upon him to answer for his crimes, but no, He graciously said to
the sinful persecutor, " I am Jesus," that is to say, " I am the Saviour,
I am the same as He Whom you and others despised as coming from
Nazareth." What an encouragement is this to all who know themselves
to be sinners and desire to be saved.
When Ananias went to Saul he had something very remarkable to tell
him. He had to remind Saul of words he had heard from Stephen's
mouth. He was commissioned to tell Saul that God had" chosen him
that he might know God's will and see that JUST ONE "whose voice he
had heard (see Acts xxii. 14). Stephen had declared that He Whom the
Jews had betrayed and murdered is" the JUST ONE" (see Acts vii. 52),
and Peter, too, had borne witness that the Jews had" denied the HOLY
ONE and JUST and had desired a murderer" in His place (Acts iii. 14).
Without faith in Him Who died the "Just for the unjust" (1 Pet.
iii. 18) all must perish as did the first-born of the unbelieving, GodP. I. B.
defying Egyptians.

1,
THE GROUP MOVEMENT.
UNDERGRADUATE'S VIEWS.

\.

.:

"

To the Editor of " The Morning Post."
SIR,-In view of these meetings at Westminster in connection with the
Oxford Group Movement, there has been much written in the Press
both in favour and otherwise of the movement, and I feel that, at such
a time as this, the public should hear both sides of the matter.
As an undergraduate, I have come into contact with a good many
" groupers" and have been to their meetings. The stress has always
been on "surrender." The question that arises is, " Are they trusting
in their surrender, or in Christ's sacrifice?" If in the former, then (I
have to say it) it is unbiblical; if in the latter, then I would that they
w'ere more explicit.
I have never heard the finished work of Christ and His Cleansing
Blood mentioned as the means for man's salvation.
I appeal to evangelical readers to consider the matter in this light.
Other doubtful sides of the movement, such as Guidance and Sharing,
are of secondary importance.
The Cross is mentioned; yes, but it is a Bloodless Cross. If selfsurrender is put in the place of an acceptance of Christ's atoning work
for us, then I say, as gently as I can, it is a master delusion.
Peterhouse, Cambridge.
R. S. E. HINDE.
(From" The Morning Post," Oct. 19th, 1933.)

" MAN is as ignorant as he is guilty. The Lord gives a desire to be
taught. Some fancy they can teach themselves."- William Romaine.
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"THE PRAISE OF ALL HIS SAINTS."
I ONCE" picked up" a small book-The Life of Edward VI. It was
his own life, i.e., there was no exhaustive account of his times, but it
followed him from his infancy onwards to his lamentable death. There
were interesting pictures of his early friendships, and here and there
were transcripts of letters that he wrote-to his sister Mary, for
instance, beseeching her as a brother, and later as her king commanding
her, to. put away her abominable idols, and to read and follow the
Word of God. But she hearkened not to him. She was about·sixteen
years older than he was, and clung, as we all know, to her early teaching
and her belief. Edward wrote to "his very dear father," thanking
him for his birthday present of a stag, and being full of gratitude that
he, undeserving as he was, had so dear and good a father. He wrote
to Elizabeth also; there were several letters in the book to her, and
all he had to say was that he was writing to her just because he loved
her, and she was his dear sister, and they were very fond of each other,
and that he was her loving brother Edward. What a jewel the
country had in him! Some think that his early death was to be
accounted for by his enemies' poison. That, however, will come to
light one day. But about the letters. For the most part they were
just love and praise-to Elizabeth, and I remembered them when
thinking of the text, " If there be any praise, think on these things."
The Psalmist did so. He seems, as he closes, almost to stretch his
instruments to breaking point while he sounded the praises of God.
"Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord. Praise ye the
Lord." For His strength, His power, His goodness, His loving kindness, His unwearying patience, His instructions, His corrections, His
convictions, His truth, His holiness, His forgiveness, His gifts, and His
Gift of gifts to our poor race and in our low estate. In the darkness
and in the light alike He is to be praised. Both are alike to Him. It
is dark only to His seeking, waiting children. They have eyes and
look towards Him, but until the day break they cannot behold Him.
I have no doubt it was dark in the prison when Paul and Silas sang
praises. They had nothing to lose then. Liberty was gone; reputation was no help, but nothing could deprive them of Him, and to Him
they sang songs in the night. That is a sweet song in Isaiah xii. which
begins" 0 Lord, I will praise Thee: though Thou wast angry with me,
Thine anger is turned away and Thou comfortedst me. . . . Praise
the Lord, call upon His Name. Sing unto the Lord, for He hath done
excellent things; this is known in all the earth." Jehovah, the
Strength and Hope of His people is their song, as He has been since the
morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy.
It may be that the wails of His children, their complaints, their confessions, their beseechings and implorings, are as dear to Him as their
thanksgivings. His ear is never closed against them, and He says that
their voice is sweet. "Make haste to help me" is as acceptable as are
the words, "He is altogether lovely." The prayer breathes all the
hope and knowledge that finds rest in the description. Martha
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praised the Lord when she said, " Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my
brother had not died, but I know that even now, whatsoever Thou
wilt ask of God, He will give it Thee." Thus in prayer and in confession
she praised the Mediator between God and man, and the Lord and
Giver of life. Her thanksgiving is not recorded, but when they made
Him a feast with Martha serving, Mary and Lazarus at the table, we
may be sure that each one was making melody in the heart to the
Lord.
FOLLOWER-ON.
"HE HATH TRIUMPHED GLORIOUSLY."
By MR. JAMES E. FLEGG, SECRE'fARY OF THE AGED PILGRIMS'
FRIEND SOCIETY.
.. Sound the loud timbrel o'er Egypt's dark sea,
Jehovah hath triumphed, His people are free."
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How weak is man when opposed to God. How futile are his efforts
to frustrate the purposes of Jehovah. Pharaoh had been told by
Moses that it was the will of God that Israel should leave Egypt in
order to serve Him. The mission of Moses had been confirmed by
mighty signs and wonders. Yet in the hardness of his heart, having
somewhat recovered from the shock occasioned by the slaying of the
firstborn, this cruel persecutor follows that company of slaves with
his men of war intending to spoil or recapture them. Defiant were
his words and prompt his action. But man proposes-God disposes.
" I will pursue," said this haughty Monarch, " I will overtake, I will
divide the spoil." His determination, however, only drove him to
destruction. For Israel's passage the waters of the red sea were
divided, and they passed over as on dry land. Then Pharaoh enters
with his chariots and horsemen, and when all are in the bed of the
ocean, the restraining influence is removed, the waters meet, and
Pharaoh and the picked men of his army perish in the sea. All-all
are gone. Although no stone reared in the land of bondage celebrates
Israel's deliverance and Egypt's defeat, this song preserves the remembrance of the events of that distant day. The hand of God is seen.
The power of God becomes the subject of the song. He has triumphed.
In vain are the hosts of men against the Lord of Hosts! So shall the
Israel of God ever prove that He is their mighty Protector. So, too,
shall they l1ave cause to sing. "In the world," said our Divine Lord
ere he breathed farewell, " ye shall have tribulation, be of good cheer,
I have overcome the world." And
" As surely as he overcame and triumphed once for you,
So surely you that trust His Name shall triumph in Him too."

The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. And when the
river is crossed, and we stand on the other side, how gloriously will the
song burst from the redeemed host, telling of hell's defeat and Heaven's
final conquest. "0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is
thy victory? "
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STORIES ABOUT SHEEP.

WHEN we were away for a holiday we had a long conversation with an
esteemed reader of this Magazine who is a Suffolk farmer.
He told us that when he was a boy he went to hear a former Bishop
of Norwich who was an Evangelical. The service was in a Country
Church, and the Bishop preached in very simple language to Pis country
congregation. His subject was the parable of the lost sheep. Writing
from memory we recall that our friend told us that the Bishop divided
his subject into three parts. First, he said, we will consider the sheep
without the shepherd. Secondly, we will consider the shepherd
without the sheep. Thirdly, we will consider the shepherd and the
sheep together.
Our friend, who as a farmer had had much experience with sheep,
told us that it was a fact that if a sheep wandered away, it could never
find its way back again. It must be brought back. This is an interesting and instructive fact.
This morning we were walking from Stoke Ferry, and we saw, near
the gate of a field, a large number of sheep. We were told there were
four hundred of them.
One of the men in charge of them was leaning against the gate. We
told him what our Suffolk friend said about a sheep who wandered
away, not being able to find its way back, and we asked him if that were
his experience, and he confirmed what our Suffolk friend had said.
Whereupon we said to the man that the parable of the lost sheep
teaches us that if we have wandered away from God, we can never
come back again, unless God brings us back. The man smiled and
turned away.
How true it is, however, that the sheep of Christ have all wandered
away, and were all born in that state. And how true also it is that not
one of them comes back to the fold until the Shepherd Himself goes
out after it until he finds it. Then" He layeth it on His shoulders,
rejoicing," and He it is Who carries the sheep back to the fold. Speaking of His sheep Christ says, " Them also I must bring, and they shall
hear My voice" (John x. 16).
Are we, dear readers, amongst Christ's flock? Are we in the fold,
listening to His voice, and following His steps? How comes it that
we are manifestly numbered amongst His flock? Is it any credit to
us? Can we attribute it to our own free will or our own choice?
Must not the whole glory be given to our great Shepherd?
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",Lord, bring Thy sheep tbat wander yet,
And let the number be complete;
Then let Thy flock from earth remove
And occupy the fold above."
(Kelly.)
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" IF you have no crooked paths for Christ to make straight, you will
know but little real and true prayer to Him."-W. Tiptaft,
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THE ASHLEY DOWN ORPHANAGE, COMMONLY CALLED
MULLER'S ORPHANAGES, BRISTOL.
EXTRACTS FROM ANNUAL REPORT-MAY,
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" And it came to pass after a while, that the brook dried up."1 KINGS xvii. 7.
" With Thee is the Fountain of life."-PsALM xxxvi. 9.
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"THE brook!" "The Fountain!" Instantaneosuly we are struck
with the complete and suggestive contrast! In a time of awful
drought a man hid by a brook and found refreshment there. But
after a while the brook dried up: the reason being very simple, " there
was no rain in the land," and the brook was merely a channel of
supply! But, the Fountain! Ah, that is a different story! Let the
Psalmist give it to us in greater detail: "How excellent is Thy loving
kindness, 0 God,. therefore the children of men take refuge (R.V.) under
the shadow of Thy wings. They shall be abundantly satisfied (Heb.
, watered ') with the fatness of Thy house,. and Thou shalt make them
drink of the river of Thy pleasure. For with Thee is the Fountain of
life! In Thy light shall we see light." The glorious Source, the
Fountain-head, is our God! Do we need love in an unsympathetic
world 1 Do we need calm in danger and perplexity 1 Do we need
supplies in days of leanness 1 Do we need light when all around is so
extraordinarily dark 1 "With Thee is the Fountain of life." And the
joy of it is that He is nigh at hand. We look not to some far-off
fountain-head high up on the everlasting hills. But here, right at
hand, our God, the Source of all supply, is with us. The following
pages shall show forth how we have found all this to be true; and our
readers shall add their testimony to the same unfailing faithfulness of
the God of all grace, and shall praise Him with us. Yes, we know
it is true even in financial matters, for many a brook has dried up
this last year. Some of the friends who delighted to be channels of
supply have not been able to send to us. Some have gone Home to
their Lord and to their reward. Do our readers remember that the
mention of legacies paid in, whilst it means present help-a help for
which we have time and time again been deeply thankful-means also
the drying up of some brook 1 Then as the days and years pass and
the bropks go on drying up, what then 1 Thirty-five years ago
beloved Mr. George Miiller, the founder of this Orphanage, died. He
had lived a wonderful life of faith, and by faith had done a wonderful
work: his name was known world-wide. Tens of thousands lined the
route through which the funeral procession passed, and crowds filled
the spacious Bethesda Chapel for the funeral service. Words nobly
spoken by Mr. James Wright (Mr. Miiller's son-in-law, and successor)
on that occasion may well be quoted now: "It has been asked again
and again lately, ' Will the Orphan work go on l' I have only a few
words to say about that. First, it is going on. . . . The next thing
is that my loved fellow workers and myself believe that' Known unto
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God are all His works from the foundation of the world.' Another thing
we know is that He Himself knows what He will do; and we believe
what He will do will be worthy of Himself." Thirty-five years' history
has proved those noble words gloriously true. And the God of George
Muller and of James Wright is sufficient for us to-day. They were
channels through whom He poured forth wondrous help and l:lessing
to untold thousands. He Himself is the Fountain, and the Source of
inexhaustible supplies.
Let me state clearly the faithfulness of our God in sending supplies
of money this year. We began with a balance in hand of £22,093
18s. Od.; from His bounty we received for all objects of the work the
further sum of £35,384 12s. 10d. Our total expenditure for the year
was £42,261 9s. 5d., and to the glory of God, we closed the year with
a balance in hand of £15,217 9s. 7!d. In explanation of the heavy
expenditure this year, I would state that, despite small incomes, we
felt it was the will of God that we should go on with desirable improvements-amongst other things we have completed the installing of
modern baths and wash basins in all the houses; and very convenient
new nursery accommodation has been provided in No. 5. Letters in the
Report will show how the change of uniform has found favour with
old Orphans as well as with those now wearing the new costume.
In the goodness of God the general health of workers and children
during the past year has been very good, and we have had very few
cases of any serious illness.
The number of children in the Homes on May 26th showed a net
increase of 12-during the year we admitted 71 boys and 49 girls,
whilst 50 boys and 58 girls left us. We would draw attention once
again to "conditions of reception" shown on pages 78-79. Should
any reader know of any needy orphans requiring a home, we should
be very glad to render help if possible.
It is a great joy to record that God has been giving very real spiritual
blessing to our children this year. Servants of God visiting the city
and others residing here have been used to the evident conversion of
some. We are very grateful for the help from time to time of more
than eighty Christian men who, either on Sunday or on week days,
come to take services or conduct family worship here. A very happy
gathering of some sixty of these helpers took place at House No. 3
on January 25th, and a most refreshing season was spent in prayer,
with some suitable words from the Scripture and some cheering narratives of how God was owning the service of these friends.
A very special item of interest this year was the honour of a visit
to the Homes on November 7th, 1932, by the Lord Mayor and the
Lady Mayoress of Bristol, Mr. J. H. Inskip and the Hon. Mrs. Inskip.
Our large family of Orphans gathered in the grounds, and as the
Lord Mayor and the Lady Mayoress arrived in the mayoral coach and
pair they were greeted with hearty cheering. Our visitors first inspected
the two new nurseries, of which they spoke in very appreciative terms.
The tiny tots certainly gave them a most friendly welcome! The
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elder children then gave a selection of songs, recitations and physical
drill. In a very helpful address to the children by the Lord Mayor,
he said, as reported in a local paper: "These Homes have been built
up on faith. I remember the founder when I was a boy, and particularly
one incident, which I often heard my father mention afterwards. I
can remember well coming down to Bristol one Sunday afternoon with
my father and overtaking Mr. Muller. I remember my father saying
to him about some special financial need, , If you get that it will be
very wonderful.' I remember his reply, 'If I don't get it, it will
be very wonderful,' and that was typical of the man's faith. That is
what we all want to encourage, and what you, I am sure, are encouraged to believe in these Homes. I am quite sure when you go away
from these Homes you will join all the other boys and girls in all parts
of the world-living witnesses of the great truths which Mr. Muller
meant you to learn in these homes, the truths upon which they exist
to-day and upon which I hope and pray they will exist and flourish
for years to come." Words of thankful acknowledgment of the kindness of the visit were spoken by the Honorary Director. Each child
had a very sweet remembrance of the visit in bars of chocolate most
kindly given by the Lady Mayoress.
We labour for and we rejoice in the blessing and joy of our
children; yet we keep ever before us the first great aim of this
Institution-to give manifest evidence of the Lord's unfailing faithful
care and provision for us in answer to believing prayer; evidence
indeed" that God is and that He is a Rewarder of them that diligently
seek Him" (Heb. xi. 6).
Without anyone having been personally applied to by us for a donation,
£2,172,479 6s. lId. has been received for the Orphans, as the result of
prayer to God, since the commencement of the work, which sum includes
the amount received for the Building Fund for the five Houses.
Besides this, ar.ticles of clothing, furniture, etc., and of food have
been given in great variety for the use of the Orphans.
It may also be interesting to the reader to know that the total given
for the other Objects, since the commencement of the Work, amounts
to £492,583 8s. lOid., and that which has come in by the sale of Bibles
since the commencement amounts to £33,553 3s. 8d., by the sale of
tracts and books to £61,384 2s. 3d., and by payment of the
children in the Day Schools to £25,377 18s. Id. No payment by
children has been made for many years past. For the free distribution
of the Autobiography there has been received £527 14s. 2td.
Thus it will be seen that up to the present time the living God has
sent in answer to prayer £2,785,905 14s. Oid.

*

*

*

*

" Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our God, to receive the glory."(Rev. iv. 11, R.V.).
" THAT which needs pardon cannot deserve pardon."-Anon.
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CHRIST "FAIRER THAN THE CHILDREN OF MEN."
THE King is addressed. The Church addresses Him, and she says
in this wondrous commendation of Him, that Himself, Himself is
" fairer than the children of men." This respects, in the first place,
His Person. He is the Son of man; a deep word that, a very
profound word-the Son of man. How is He the Son of man ~ By
the Holy Spirit's mysterious and solemn overshadowing of that maiden
Mary, and His creating in her the body designed for the Son of God.
" And she brought forth her firstborn Son." This makes Him, in
the first place, "fairer than the children of men." No other man
was ever born as was Jesus Christ, no other man ever will be so born.
Therefore there is a sinlessness, an impeccability, a beauty, an innocence, in the human nature of this blessed One, Jesus Christ, that
no other man ever had. And this is necessary to us. I hope you
will not think that this is a dry thing to talk about; for if He were
not all this, He could be no Saviour for us. The absolute sinlessness
and impeccability of His human nature is necessary to Him, and
necessary for us, to be in Him. My brethren, we owe to the Holy
Spirit everlasting thanks for His descending upon and overshadowing
the virgin Mary, and creating in her" that holy Thing." God has
revealed it, and we should accept the statement given in the Gospel of
Luke, concerning the creation of the human nature, the real body
of the Lord Jesus. The mystery of it we are not to try to comprehend. The truth of it, the fact of it, we should implicitly receive,
as given to us in Holy Scripture. A true body, a reasonable soul,
the Son of man has. I say again, that Name, the Son of man, is
very wonderful and mysterious.
Then this human nature is taken up into an indissoluble union
with the Son of God. Thus we have one Person, the Son of God and
human nature mysteriously united. And the Holy Ghost by Paul says
in Timothy, " Without controversy great is the mystery of godliness:
God was manifest incarnate "-manifested. The Son of God became
incarnate, took the flesh and blood of His children, His people. The
children being " partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise
took part of the same." When faith is instructed by the Holy Spirit
in this truth, it lifts the soul up; it sets before the soul a wondrous
doctrine-the union between Christ and His people, their oneness in
that nature with the Man Christ Jesus; and as the Man Christ Jesus
is God, their union with God. And it sets before us this, that His
precious blood is the blood of God: "Feed the Church of God, which
He hath purchased with His own blood."
This is the Person addressed in the text. How they acclaim Him
in heaven, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain!" Have our hearts
ever united with that acclamation, that doxology, " Worthy is the
Lamb! "~ 0 poor sinner, have you ever said it to Him ~ Have you
humbly addressed Him, and thanked Him for being the Lamb of God,
for taking your nature, for shedding that precious blood, the blood of
God ~ What a state this puts the soul into! What a condition the
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sinner is brought into, when the blood of the everlasting Covenant is
made known to him! What a change! It may well be said that he
is translated from the kingdom of darkness, sin, and the devil, into
the kingdom of God's dear Son. 0 believer, this is your state, this is
your condition-in union with the Lord Jesus and redeemed by the
blood of God. Shall we then in respect of His Person say to Him,
"Thou art fairer than the children of men"? No man, no mere
man, can by any means redeem his brother; but this Godman redeemed
His brethren, and is" not ashamed to call them brethren." Let it be,
then, our hearts' employment now humbly and thankfully to say to
Him, "Thou art fairer than the children of men," better than the
angels; none to be compared with Him. "Yes," say some, "we wish
we could say that." Well, there is one word of direction in the
Scripture that may be given to you in that particular case: "Seek ye
the Lord while He may be found, call ye upon Him while He is
near." Pour out your hearts before Him, ask Him to give you the
witness of the Spirit, the blessed testimony of God in your own soul
that all is well, and will be well with you. If you have union, may
He bear witness to that in your own souls, that you may say to Him
and or yourselves, that He is " a just God and a Saviour," and therefore" fairer than the children of men."-J. K. Popham.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
1'0 the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A missionary writes, "I received your kind gift of
magazines and books to-day, and write to thank you warmly for it.
They will all be carefully used in our visitations to the various ships.
We are having some encouragement in the work here. Some have
lately been brought to the Lord. Again thanking you, and wishing
you blessing in your good work for the Master." Another writes,
"Many thanks on behalf of our seamen at this port for the large
parcel of Gospel literature received safely. I much appreciate your
kind thought for our work." Yet another writes, "Please accept
my sincere thanks for the parcel of magazines and tracts you have
kindly sent for the men at this large port. Never was the pure
Gospel sound more needed than now." May I say that any further
special gifts of books should reach me the first week in December for
enclosing in our Christmas parcels to the home ports and stations.
New subscribers are also needed to take the place of those who have
been called away by death.
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
21, Firjield Street, Totterdown,
Bristol, 4, November, 1933.
36
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CALVINISM.
(Extracts from The Evangelical Quarterly, October, 1933).
"THE Calvinistic Churches, more consistently than any others,
rejected Roman theology and hierarchy; they were obliged to break
with the Lutherans, they condemned the 4.rminians. In our days
too the Calvinistic Churches prove themselves to have the greatest
power of resisting the errors of this century. In Holland, in America,
in South Africa, Calvinistic Churches condemned theological thoughts
which were in conflict with the Word of God. This proves the
individuality of Calvinism."

*
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" But other things have to be mentioned. In our days Calvinism
alone has pleaded for the absolute authority of the Scriptures, together
with all its consequences. A well-known theory holds that the Bible
has authority only in the sphere of religion and ethics. Others say,
the Bible has authority for me in so far as I accept or believe this
authority. Calvinism rejects all such theories and confesses the Bible
to have authority because it is the Word of God, and therefore to
have authority over the whole life. All things written in the Bible
are true because they stand in the Bible. Calvinism accepts without
any exception all that Scripture contains-history and prophecies, the
teaching of Jesus and of His Apostles.
And if the Scriptures speak about matters relating to science and
geography, Calvinism readily accepts such statements. Indeed, to
Calvinists, the Bible in the fullest sense of the word is' a lamp unto
their feet and a light unto their path. They find support in the
Scriptures for every occasion of life. Not only in matters of the Spirit,
but also in everyday life, in handicraft and in study. This is the
individuality and strength of Calvinism."
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" Paul gives us a totally different idea. He writes to the Thessaloniails: "Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour
of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, before our God
and Father; knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God." Here
the election, the free and sovereign grace is pointed out to be the
ultimate foundation of faith, of the spiritual life. For every Christian
knows the fruits of faith come first. But he knows well enough that
of his own accord he is unable to do any good. The grace of God,
however, teaches him that whatever good he does, is done because
the Spirit of God is given to him. Then he becomes aware of what
God has done, and he believes that God, Who called him and Who
has enabled him to do good works, has also elected him."-(Professor
Dr. F. W. Grosheide, Amsterdam).

,1'1
1\
;~., ~

,~

}.'

f '0

•

" THAT which we should pray most for is that which makes us most
like the Lord."-Benj. Keach.
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CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS.
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A VERY happy Christmas to all my dear young readers at home and
abroad, for some of you live as far off from England as Tasmania
and New Zealand, and my good wishes will be late in arriving. The
thoughts which come to mind at the mention of Christmas are thoughts
of peace and joy. How can it be otherwise to the child of God, who
has been redeemed with the precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ 1
Truly they were glad tidings of great joy, which the angel brought
to the shepherds at Bethlehem in the early hours of that first
Christmas morning.
The last of the Old Testament prophets had long since died, when
the silence between heaven and earth was broken first, when the
Angel Gabriel appeared to tell the aged Zacharias, who was ministering in the temple at Jerusalem, some wonderful news. The gift of
a son was to be the unexpected happy portion of him and his wife
Elisabeth. The child was born in due time, and became John the
Baptist, the fore-runner of the Lord Jesus Christ, being sent to prepare
the way of the Lord, by preaching and baptizing in Judrea.
But months before his birth the same angel was sent to Mary, the
cousin of Elisabeth, with more astonishing and almost overwhelming
news, to the effect that she was to have the high honour of being the
motller of a Son, Whom she was to call Jesus. Of Him the Angel
Gabriel said, "He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the
Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His
father David: and He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever;
and of His kingdom there shall be no end" (Luke i. 32, 33).
It is, then, of the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ that we specially
think at this Christmas season. The circumstances connected with
the great event are quite unique, that is, they differ from those of all
other births. When Joseph and Mary arrived at Bethlehem to have
their names enrolle.d, as ordered by the Emperor Cresar Augustus,
there was no room for them in the inn, and they were obliged to
rest in the stable. Whilst they were there, the wonderful Child was
born and laid in a manger. Truly the first coming of the Lord of
glory into this sinful world was in the deepest humility. But oh,
the glory connected with the Saviour's birth! An angel from heaven
announced it to those humble shepherds of Bethlehem, keeping watch
over their flock by night. The bright light of heaven shone all
around them, and of course they were sore afraid, but the angel's
voice called to them not to fear, for he had brought them good news,
glad tidings of great joy, good news for all people. One had been
born in Bethlehem, Who was to be the Saviour, Christ the Lord.
The angel told them how and where to find the Child. "And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
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God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men."
Let us, therefore, rejoice, and praise the Lord afresh for His mercy
and grace as we think of these glad tidings of great joy. A little girl
was asked to write what she could about Jesus. She did not write
much, but these were her words, " He is my very own Saviour." Can
you, by His grace, say the same?
E. A. I-I.
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"HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED WONDERFUL."
SING praises to Jesus, the Friend of the poor,
Whose love is eternal, and changeless, and sure:
He left the bright mansions of glory above,
And came on His errand of Wonderful Love.
Where sorrow, and sighing, and sadness abound,
The Friend of the poor and the contrite is found:
He heals all their sickness, He covers their shame,
And makes them rejoice in His Wonderful Name.

j

} '.I

J

j

()

I

1

:l~ i
I

The tempted, the fallen, the lost, and the sad,
When Jesus approaches begin to be glad:
They see the compassion that beams in His face,
And joy and delight in His Wonderful Grace.
But 0, if so sweet in this desert of woe
To taste of the streams of His mercy below,
What infinite bliss in the mansions above
To drink from the fount of His Wonderful Love!
Cricklewood.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.

I

It;
j.
.~

···1
,\

'j

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
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THE ROMAN MASS IN THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND,
WE have received a prospectus of The English Missal. It is published
by the Catholic Literature Association, 8, Great Smith Street, London,
S.W.1. It is hoped to publish it in the autumn of the Centenary Year
of the Oxford Movement, i.e., in this year. It is a new Edition of
" the work which has become so widely known in the Anglican Communion as the English Missal."
Here are some items of information given concerning this book.
We are told that, "As is obviously necessary in a Missal which will
be so widely used by priests, among whom is found a large variety of
preference and habit in celebrating the Holy Mysteries, the policy has
been one of inclusion rather than of exclusion. It is easy to ignore
what is not denied for use, even though it be in a Missal."
" With the aim of satisfying the largest possible number of those
who, it is hoped, will wish to use the Missal, the Compilers have adopted
the following policy."
Then we read,
" THE ORDINARY OF THE MASS. In this section of the Missal are
included; (1) The Complete Order of the present Book of Common
Prayer, and (2) the Complete Order of the Roman Mass, arranged in the
manner familiar to previous users of the English Missal. There is thus
provided all the material necessary for the celebration of Mass either
in strict conformity to the present Book of Common Prayer, or in a
like conformity to the entire Roman Rite, or in accordance with one or
other of the many intermediate arrangements and combinations so
familiar in a large number of Churches."
" THE CANON. The Canon will be provided in the following forms
which, it is hoped, may meet the needs of all users." The second of
these forms is described as follows; "The opening portion of the Roman
Canon in English, followed by the Prayer Book prayer of Consecration
(the form of Consecration of the Roman Rite being given alongside as a
lJOssible alternative), followed by the remainder of the Roman Canon
in English with the correct chant."
" Full provision is thus made for the principal modes of reciting this
central portion of the Mass which are commonly adopted in our Churches."
" The Compilers sincerely hope that this work will be an instrument
of real value in the hands of all those who may feel drawn to use it in
their august task of offering the Holy Sacrifice at the altars of the Anglican
Communion." (Italics ours in all cases.)
This work is to be issued in various bindings, ranging from 19s. 6d.
to £5 14s. 6d.
On the above we make the following remarks;1. The English Missal is evidently "widely known," and used
in the Churches of the Church of England.
2. The object of the new Edition of this work is to provide for the
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varying preferences of the Anglo-Catholic clergy in the Church of
England. Some may" celebrate Mass" by means of the present legal
Prayer Book.
Some may prefer the full Order of the Roman Mass. Some may
prefer a mixture of both. Thus this book will suit all the varying
tastes of those who repudiate the doctrines and practices of our
Reformers.
3. The compilers intend the book as " an instrument of real value in
the hands of all those who may feel drawn to use it in their august task
of offering the Holy Sacrifice at the altars of the Anglican Communion."
Thus they regard Church of England ministers as" sacrificing priests."
They regard the Communion tables as " altars," and they regard the
Lord's Supper as " the Holy·Sacrifice."
All this was repudiated at the Reformation, and our Reformers
declared, "Wherefore the sacrifices of Masses, in the which it was
commonly said, that the Priest did offer Christ for the quick and the
dead, to have remission of pain or guilt, were blasphemous fables, and
dangerous deceits" (Article XXXI).
4. It is clear, from the expensive editions of this work which are
being published, that the publishers expect a wide use of it in the
Churches of the Church of England.
5. It seems also clear that lawlessness, unrestrained by Episcopal
authority, abounds, and that unblushing Romanism is rampant in the
Church of Cranmer, Ridley and Latimer, and all this though the
Parliament of England twice rejected a revised Prayer Book.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
FOR some years friends have kindly taken cards to make collections
for the Society at Christmas, and the Secretary will be glad to send a
.
card to any friend who can help in this way.
The Annual Meeting of the Brighton Auxiliary was held on Tuesday,
Oct. 10th. The Sale of Work, which was encouraging, was opened in
the morning by S. Anscombe, Esq. At the afternoon meeting the
chair was taken by Percy Wakeley, Esq. A brief report of the year's
work was presented by Mr. Anscombe and addresses were given by the
Revs. J. K. Popham and J. H. Hallett, and by Messrs. J. C. Dennis
and E. H. Parry.
The meetings at Grove Road, Eastbourne, on Oct. 18th, were
cheering. The Rev. H. Popham opened the Sale of Work in the
Schoolroom in the morning. The evening meeting in the Chapel was
presided over by the Rev. H. Popham, who welcomed the deputation
from the Parent Committee. Mr. P. Wakeley and the Secretary gave
addresses referring to the work and needs of the Society, and the
local Hon. Treasurer and Hon. Secretary also took part.
On Friday, Nov. 3, the Autumn Meeting at the Hornsey Rise Home
took place. The ladies held the usual Sale of Work in the afternoon,
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and in the evening the Rev. George Smith, of Wandsworth, pl'Qllohud
a Sermon which was much appreciated, from Isaiah xliii. 1-2, whull
he noticed (1) the people who were addressed, (2) the threefold. gl:ound
of confidence, and (3) the Divine presence assured.
Meetings on behalf of the Society will, D.V., be held as tollow!'! ;
Sale of Work at Horley, Surrey, on Dec. 6th, and in the Adult SollOol
Hall, Croydon, on the 7th. A meeting in the evening of Doe. 14th, nt
the Old Baptist Chapel, Guildford.
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THE CONQUEST OF CHRISTINE. By Jeanie Ferry. Pp. 224. Prioo 2/0.
(John Ritchie Ltd., Kilmarnock, Scotland.)
Christine was the eldest daughter of a gentleman who livod in l~
beautiful house. Her mother had died and she was responsible tOl'
household duties. She was, however, discontented and selfish. HOI:
father and brothers were often troubled because of unpunctual broakfasts. The self-will of Christine was responsible for the serious illnoss
of her younger sister, and she wickedly resented the action of th
nurse who firmly prevented her from action which would probably
have prevented the recovery of her sistor, Subsoquontly ,tlio flitlJol'
married the nurse, and Christine, despite the tendor love rmd Idndnoflfl
of her stepmother, persisted in her jealousy, hatred, !'rHLlioo and MoH-will.
The story shows how in a remarkable way Christine was at ll~8t l)l'okol1
down and humbled. The theology of the book may bo Boon byth
following question and answer :" Do you think God will forgive, and help me to begin a now lifo '/ "
" I know He will, if you will only love and trust Him."
Is BRITISH-IsRAELISM CONTRARY TO THE GOSPEL 1 By Herman
Newmark. Price Id. Pp. 11. (Mr. G. H. Fromow, '1'JIO
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony, 6, Cedars Road, Ohiswick,
London, WA.)
Mr. Newmark, the author of this valuable pamphlet, is himself 11
converted Jew and one of the missionaries of the Hebrew Ohristian
Testimony to Israel. He concludes this pamphlet by saying, "'rho
British-Israel theory is undoubtedly one of the latter-day delusions
and doctrines of demons, against which God's elect are warned so
solemnly in Holy Scripture."
----THE OHURCH 01" ENGLAND ALMANAC. Price 2d.; bound in cloth, Bd,
(Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand,
London, W.C.2.)
This is the forty-sixth year of the issue of the Almanac. It contuins
an excellent, if brief, ad,dress by Bishop Knox, in which he stands by
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those clergy who refuse to place a cross on the Communion Table, and
to adopt the Eastward position, and in which he speaks of " Divinelygiven faith." It also contains much valuable information for Protestant
Churchmen.
A TROPHY OF GRACE. By B. F. Parish. Pp. 16. Price 2d. (To be
had from Mr. B. F. Parish, 28, Durbar Road, Beech Hill, Luton,
Beds.)
.
This is a beautiful and touching account of a young wife who was
called Home at the early age of 24. It is written by her husband, and
it is a beautiful instance of the triumphant death of one upon whom
the Lord had mercy. There is a Foreword by Pastor J. Kemp, of
Ebenezer Chapel, Luton.

" BUCHMANISM" OR THE OXFORD GROUP MOVEMENT.
By THE EDITOR.
THIS little volume, bound in cloth, is now ready. The price is Is.
net, postage 3d. extra. It may be ordered direct from The Gospel
Magazine Office, 23, Bedford Street, Strand, London, W.C.2, or
through any bookseller. We hope all our readers will order one or
more copies. It consists of seven chapters. It might well be used
as a Christmas or New Year's gift.

THE SWEETEST VERSE IN THE BIBLE.
" A YOUNG Christian, at the death bed of an aged saint, said to' him,
, Shall I read to you the sweetest verse in the Bible l' 'Yes,' was
the reply. The young man read the verse in John xiv.: 'In my
Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have
told you. I go to prepare a place for you.' 'No,' said the dying
saint, 'that is not the sweetest verse. Read on.' The young man
read on: 'And if I go to prepare a place for you, I will come again
and receive you unto Myself: that where I am, there ye may be also.'
, That is the sweetest,' said the dying man. 'It is not the mansions,
it is HIMSELF I want.' "

END OF VOLUME LXVIII.-NEW SERIES.
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