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"WITH ME WHERE I AM."
"FATHER, I will that they also, whom Thou has given Me, be with
Me where I am,. that they may behold My glory, wh7'ch Thmt
hast given Me."-JoHN xvii. 24.
'rHE seventeenth chapter of John's Gospel is a very precious portion
of Scripture. It contains the breathings of our LORD JESUS CHRIST
to His FATHER on the night before His atoning death. It is
indeed the LORD'S Own prayer. Not only was He the Author
of the prayer, but He Himself could rightly pray every word of it,
as the expression of His Own heart's desire. 'What we commonly
eall "the LORD'S prayer" was composed by Him for His disciples
to offer, but He Himself could never say in reference to Himself,
"Forgive us our trespasses." _The prayer of John xvii. is
a prayer in reference to CHRIST, in reference to His apostles, and
in reference to those who should believe on Him through their
word. In verses 9, 15, and 20 the LORD says, "I pray," but in
verse 24 He says, "FATHER, I will." In the former verses He
petitions His FATHER to grant certain blessings to His people.
In the latter verse He expresses His purpose as One Who is, as
GOD, equal to His FATHER. Just as He said to the leper, " I ~m:ll,.
be thou clean" (Matt. viii. 3), cleansing Him by the exercise of
His Own Omnipotent will, so here He tells His FATHER that it is
His purpose that all whom His FATHER has given Him should
be with Him where He is, and behold His glory.
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In one of the many letters of sympathy in our great sorrow,
received from our readers, occurred the words, "'When our loved
ones are gathered Home, can we fail to remember the words of
our adorable SAVIOUR-' FATHER, I will that they also, whom
Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am' ?" The recalling
of these precious words brought comfort to our own heart.
Let us in dependence on the SPIRIT'S presence meditate on these
words.
First, let us think 0/ the Person to Whom our LORD here
speaks.
He addresses Him as "FATHER." He regarded Him as His
heavenly FATHER. He" lifted up His eyes to heaven, and sain,
FATHER, the hour is come" (verse 1).
The LORD recognized that heaven was the dwelling-place of His
FATHER, and, despite the teaching of Modernists, Our LORD
evidently regarded heaven as above the earth. He" lifted up His
eyes to heaven." vVe need not hesitate to follow Our LORD'S
example. Then our LORD regarded Him to 'Vhom He prayed as
His Divine FATHER. He spoke of Him as "the only true GOD"
(verse 3).
Further He regarded Him as His Own peculiar FATHER. He
was the FATHER'S Own peculiar SON. Hence He prayed, "FATHER
.: . . . glorify Thy SON." Moreover, He was the FATHER'S eternal
SON. His Sonship did not appertain to time, but to eternity.
Hence He prayed, "FATHER, glorify Thou Me with Thine Own
Self with the glory which I had with Thee be/ore the world was"
(verse 5). The FATHER had a SON before the world was, and the
SON had a FATHER before the world was. We may speak therefore
of the eternal FATHER, and the eternal SON.
Our LORD also uses the expression" Holy FATHER" (verse 11).
He recognized that His FATHER'S name was" Holy."
Lastly He calls Him "righteous FATHER" (verse 25). "0
righteous FATHER, the world hath not known Thee." The GOD
and FATHER of our LORD JESUS CHRIST is "righteous in all His
ways, and holy in all His works." His ways may be mysterious,
but they are 1·ight. May we have grace to recognize this. To His
heavenly, Divine, eternal, holy, and righteous FATHER our LORD
offered the prayer of this chapter. May we, in our approaches
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to GOD, reverently recognize His dignity, His Godhead, His eternity,
His holiness, and His righteousness.
Secondly, let us think of the Persons etbout ~/1hom attr LORD here
speetks.

-He describes them as "they whom Thou hast given Me."
Frequently in John's Gospel our LORD speaks of His people as
given to Him by the FATHER.
'Ve do not hear much about this great and precious truth in
modern theological teaching, and yet in three chapters of this
Gospel our LORD refers to it. In the sixth chapter (verse 39) our
LORD says, "This is the FATHER'S will ~Which hath sent Me, that
of all which He hetth given Me I should lose nothing, but should
raise it up again at the last day" (see also verse 37). Here we are
taught that it is the FATHER'S gracious purpose that all those
whom He has given to the SON should be preserved to the end.
Not one of them will be lost. Everyone of them shall be raised
up in resurrection glory at the last day.
In the tenth chapter (verses 27-29), Our LORD says, "My sheep
hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me: and I
give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of My hand. My FATHER, Which
gave them Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck
them out of My FATHER'S hand."
These words are spoken of CHRIST'S sheep. Verse 9 of the
chapter refers to His sheep in Old Testament times belonging to
the Jewish fold. Verse 16 speaks of Gentile sheep, and of the
Jewish and Gentile sheep constituting one flock under one
f)HEPHERD. Verses 27-29 teach- us that all CHRIST'S sheep ultimately hear His voice, that He knows them all, and that they
follow Him. To them, all of them, He gives eternal life, and He
promises that they shall be eternally secure. No one shall pluck
them out of His hand. A II these sheep were given to Him by Hl:S
:FATHER. That is, they were chosen and selected out of mankind,
and given to CHRIST, and it is for these He laid down His life as a
ransom to redeem them from the curse of the Divine la,,, which
they had broken. Thus, through His substitutionary death, He
is able righteously to give unto them eternal life. (See John x.
11, 15, 17 and Matt. xx. 28; xxvi. 28; John iii. 1-1-16.)
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In the seventeenth chapter of John's Gospel (verse 2) Our LORD
says, "Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that 11e should
give eternal life to as many as Thou hast given Him."
It is surely plain from this passage that, while the LORD has
power over all flesh, He is only exercising His saving power on
as many as the FATHER has g'iven Him. In other words, He is
" accomplishing the number of His elect," to use the language of
our Reformers.
It is then of His elect, His chosen, His redeemed and regenerated
people that the LORD speaks in the words we are considering. He
wills, He purposes, that all those given to Him by the FATHER
shall ultimately be with Him where He is, and behold His glorythe glory which the FATHER has given Him. ,~'hat a comforting
assurance! If we are numbered amongst His sheep we shall
certainly be with Him where He is, and we shall behold His glory.
How are we to know that we are His sheep ~ Our LORD gives
the answer. He says, "My sheep hear My voice, and they follow
Me." Here are two marks of CHRIST'S sheep--one in the ear and
the other in the feet. They hear His voice. Do you hear His voice
speaking in His Word ~ His voice has said, "Come unto Me, all
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest."
Have you come to Him feeling the burden of your sins and seeking
pardon through faith in His blood ~ If so, you are one of His
sheep. To you He gives eternal life, and to you He gives grace
to follow Him and to walk in His footsteps. All His sheep are
given to Him by the FATHER, and He wills that they shall all be
with Him in glory. What an infinite mercy it is if we are amongst
His sheep. Our feelings will be expressed in the language of the
Apostle John when he says, "Unto Him that loved us, and washed
us from our sins in His Own blood . . . to Him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever" (Rev. i. 5, 6).
Now let ttS tMnk, thirdly, of the LORD'S gracious pttrpose concerning
those whom the FATHER has given Him.
a. F1:rst, He says, I will that they be with Me where I am.
"'here was He when He expressed this purpose? In body He
was still on the earth, but in thought He was then in heaven with
His FATHER. In verse 11 He says, "Now I am no m.ore in the
world, but these (His apostles) are in the world, and I come to
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Thee." In thought our LORD was no longer on earth, but in heaven
with His FATHER. Very shortly afterwards, however, He was
" carried up into heaven," "taken up into heaven," and" received
up into heaven" (Luke xxiv. 51; Acts i. 11; Mark xvi. 19).
There He is now. Stephen had a view of Him there. He" looked
up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of GOD, and JESUS
standing on the right hand of GOD," and Stephen expected to be
with JESUS in heaven when his spirit left his body. He died
saying to Him 'Who was in heaven on the right hand of GOD,
"LORD JESUS, receive my spirit."
The gracious purpose of the LORD JESUS in reference to the
presence of His people with Him in heaven is partly fulfilled when
any of His people die. The moment they are "absent from the
body" they are" present with the LORD" (2 Cor. v. 8).
Paul had a desire to depart, because he knew that, if he departed,
he would be "with CHRIST, which is far better" (Phil. i. 23).
The moment he departed he would be with CHRIST where He
is in heaven. Evidently then when a believer dies his spirit
goes to be with CHRIST in heaven. It goes to be with Him Who
has loved him with an everlasting love, Who has redeemed him
with His precious blood, and who has kept him by His almighty
power. The redeemed spirit goes to be with the Bridegroom of
11is soul. It goes to be ,,,-ith Him Who is His SHEPHERD, HUSBAND,
FRIEND, his PROPHET, PRIEST and KING. It goes to be with Him
where sin cannot enter, and therefore where there is no more pain,
nor sorrow, nor crying. It goes into blessedness. "Blessed are
the dead which die in the LORD" (Rev. xiv. 13). When Lazarus
<lied he was immediately "carried by the angels into Abraham's
bosom," a figurative expression denoting the happiness of departed
saints. "Now he '/:s cornfm·ted," said Abraham of J...azarus.
"Comforted." What more could we wish for our departed and
saved loved ones? GOD hath given them "everlasting consolation," through His grace. Everlasting and abiding comfort is
the portion of those who die in the LORD. The" gulf fixed"
between where they are, and where the lost are, is such that there
is no possibility of passing from the blessed experience of comfort
to the awful experience of those shut out from heaven. (See Luke
JCvi. 22, 25, 26; 2 Thess. ii. 16.)
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Moreover, the blessedness of being with CHRIST where He is
is immediate in the case of those who die in the LORD. To the
thief on the cross the I,OItD said the extremely comforting words,
" Verily I say unto thee, TO-OAY shalt thou be WITH ME in paradise"
(I~uke xxiii. 43). The human spirit of the LORD .JEsus went that
very day to heaven or paraaise, and that very day the human
spirit of the thief, having been cleansed in the fountain of CHRIST'
blood, also went to heaven or paradise, and there he was WIUI
CHRIST in heavenly blessedness. GOD has been pleased to reveal
much concerning the present and complete happiness of those who
die in the LORD. Let us tenaciously grasp what He has revealed,
and take comfort from it. Naturally we should like to know
more. We should like to get a fuller glimpse into the blessedness
of our precious ones who have died in the LORD. But enough
has been revealed to comfort and cheer onr hearts. Let us then
rejoice in the full assurance of the full happiness and joy of the
departed saints of GOD.
The purpose of CHRIST, however, that all His people shall be
with Him will lw-ve its fullest o,ccomph'.shment at His second Coming.
""Vhen He comes again, "them also which sleep in JESUS will GOD
hring with Him" (1 Thess. iv. 14). CHRIST will bring the departed
saints with Him when He descends from heaven, and the dead in
CHRIST shall rise. Their spirits will be re-united to their risen
bodies-bodies "raised in glory" and they, along with the living
and changed saints, "shall be caught up together in the clouds,
to meet the LORD in the air: and so shall we ever be WITH THE
LORD. Then we shall be with Him in resurrection glory. Thus
His promise will be fulfilled, "I will come again, and receive you
unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be a~so" (1 Thess.
iv. 14-17; John xiv. 3).
b. Secondly, CHRIST wills that H1's people sha.ll behold His glory.
They are to be with Him where He is, and they are to behold
His glory, the glory which His Father gave Him. (Verses 22. 24.)
What is this glory which the saints shall behold, first in the
disembodied state, and subsequently in resurrection blessedness?
Our LORD referred to it on the day of His resurrection when He
said, "Ought not CHRIST to have suffered these things, and tr>
c1.terinto His glory?" (Luke xxiv. 26.) It is the glory which
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was to follow His sufferings, the glory of His exaltation to the
right hand of the Majesty in the heavens. GOD" raised Him from
the dead, and gave Him glory" (1 Pet. i. 21). He highly exalted
Him, so that He was received up in glory. (See 2 Tim. 3. 16.)
By faith we see Him now "crowned with glory and honour"
(Heb. ii. 9). His body, having been raised from the dead is called
" the body of His glory" (Phil. iii. 21). He the incarnate SAVIOUR
is now in human form glorified. He has entered upon the reward
of His humiliation.
The experience of this glory the LORD prayed for. "Now,
o FATHER, glorify Thou Me with Thine Own Self with the glory
which I had with Thee before the world was" (Jobn xvii. 5).
Before the world was, and therefore before His incarnation, He
had glory with His FATHER. Now, having finished the work of
redemption, He prays that His FATHER may glorify Him by highly
exalting Him, the incarnate Redeemer, to the glory He had
previously enjoyed. This glory is evidently the glory which it is
the will of CHRIST that all His people, being with Him in heaven,
shall behold. This glory is incompamble. .< The sufferings of
this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
wbich shall be revealed in us" (Rom. viii. 18).
It is a glory for which the saints are Divinely prepared. They
are "the vessels of mercy, which He had afore prepared unto
glory" (Rom. ix. 23).
It is eternal glory. "Our light affliction, which is but for a
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight
of glory" (2 Cor. iv. 17). It will go on for ever.
It is the glory in which the saints shall share. " When CHRIST,
WllO is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear ~01:th Him
in glory." They shall be "glorified together" with CHRIST.
They shall obtain the glory of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. Their
very bodies shall be fashioned like unto the body of His glory.
They will be "raised in glory" (Col. iii. 3, 4; Rom. viii. 17;
2 Thess. ii. 14; Phil. iii. 21). The elect are to "obtain the salvation
which is in CHRIST JESUS with eternal glory" (2 Tim. ii. 10). The
many sons are being brought unto glory. (See Heb. ii. 10.) They
are to be partakers of "the glory that shall be revealed" (1 Pet.
v. 1). They are called" unto His kingdom and glory" (1 Thess.
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ii. 12), and they" rejoice in hope of the glory of GOD" (Rom. v. 2).
Dr. Charles Hodge says, " The glory ot GOD may mean that glory
which GOD gives, or that glory which He possesses. In either
case it refers to the exaltation and blessedness secured to the
believer, who is to share in the glory of His Divine REDEEMER.
'The glory which Thou gavest Me,' said our LORD, 'I have given
them' " (John xvii. 22).
As we cannot measure the splendour, the brightness, the magnificence, the dignity, and the blessedness of the glory of CHRIST,
so we cannot measure the splendour, the magnificence, the brightness, the joy and the blessedness of the glory of those who are
with CHRIST now, and who shall be with Him in resurrection
glory for ever. It is enough for us to be assured of their glory.
Though we keenly miss them, is it not immensely comforting that
they are with CHRIST where He is, and that they behold and share
His glory and blessedness? 0 what a mercy it is that it is the
fixed and unchangeable purpose of our adorable LORD and SAVIOUR
that all His people without exception shall ultimately be with
Him where He is, and behold His glory.
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
FUNDAMENTAL DOCTRINES.
" THE state of any Church may be known by the place the fundamental
doctrines of the Word of God have in its teaching. Now it is evident
that in many denominations these important doctrines have not
the same place in their teaching. which they once had. Are the doctrines concerning the state of man by nature, as dead in trespasses
and sins, the vicarious death of Christ in the room of His people, the
work of the Holy Spirit in applying redemption, justification by faith
through the righteousness of Christ alone, the final perseverance of the
saints and the electing love of God from which all Covenant blessings
£ow, are these doctrines held forth on the banner the Churches set up
before the people? And what also of the infallibility and inspiration
of the Scriptures as the Word of the living God? On the contrary,
these are denied, and men are following on almost every hand Popish
and Rationalistic doctrines and tenets. 'Remove not the old landmarks: and enter not into the fields of the fatherless: for their
Redeemer is mighty; He shall plead their cause with thee' (Prov.
xxiii. 10, ll)."-Rev. Donald Macfarlane's Memoir, p. 213.
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THE FATHER'S LOVE FOR HIS PEOPLE.
.. Herein is love, not that 'We loved God, but that He loved ns."1 JOHN iv. 10.

words, " He loved ns," have reference to the love of God the
Father for His people. They refer to His peculiar, special, and
particular love for those whom He had chosen in Christ before the
foundation of the world. Many people who read this verse immediately apply it to themselves, and to everybody else without distinction. They make the" us" to mean all men without exception.
The Apostle John, however, wrote this first letter or epistle
to a certain class of people. They were a people whom he called
"the sons of God" (1 John iii. 2). That is a relationship which
only appertains to those who are" born of God," and who believe
on Christ's name. (John i. 12, 13.)
They are a people who have passed from death unto life. That
is, they have been regenerated by the Holy Ghost. (1 John iii. 14.)
They are a people in whom the Spirit of God dwelt. They were
temples of the Holy Spirit. (1 John iii. 24.) God has given
to them His Spirit. The Spirit bore witness with their spirit that
they were the children of God. (Rom. viii. 16.) They belonged
therefore to God's family. They were born again of God's Spirit,
and they believed or trusted in the merits of God's Son. They
belonged therefore to the Church of God, which He purchased
with Christ's blood, the Church of which Christ is the Head. These
are the people who can say, "He (the Father) loved us." We did
not merit His love, yet He loved 'us. We were guilty sinners and
transgressors of His law, yet He loved us, and "we love Him,
because He first loved us" (I John iv. 19).
If we want to know what real love is in its breadth and length,
and depth and height, we need to think, not of our love to God,
but of His love to us. " Herein is love, not that we loved God,
but that He loved us." How was God's love to His people manifested 1
First, His love is seen in the Divine arrangement for their
Redemption.
Their deliverance from the curse of the law is the outcome of
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God's love for them. "He loved us, and sent His Son to be the
propitiation for our sins." The Son Whom He sent was "His
only-begotten Son" (verse 9). That Son was" before all things,"
for" all things were made by Him." (Col. i. 17; John i. 3, 14.)
He is, therefore, the eternal Son of God. He is also the eternallybeloved Son of the Father. The Father loved Him before the
foundation of the world. (John xvii. 24.) To redeem His people
who were under the law, the Father sent forth His Son, sent Him
into this sinful world, sent Him to be the propitiation for His
people's sins. They had sinned. They had transgressed God's
law. Hence they were under the curse. They deserved eternal
death, but the Father, out of love to them, gave His only-begotten
Son to die in their stead. He sent Him to satisfy Divine justice
by bearing the merited penalty of sin in His Own body on the
tree. He sent Him to pacify or appease God's judicial wrath
against His sinful people. He sent Him to suffer for their sins,
the Just One for the unjust. He sent Him to redeem or deliver
them from the curse of the law, He being made a curse for them.
Here is the great manifestation, the great evidence of the Father's
love to His chosen people. His love for them was such that He
spared not His Own Son, but delivered Him up to the death of
the cross as the holy Substitute of His people. And He did this
while they were yet sinners in rebellion against Him. "God
commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us" (Rom. v. 8). He did not wait till we had
amended our lives and abandoned our sins, but while we were yet
sinners, transgressors of His law, He sent His Only-begotten Son
to die for us, i.e., to bear the penalty which our sins deserved. The
ultimate result of this redeeming love of the Father is that all the
objects of His love will eventually live both spiritually and eternally
through Christ. (1 John iv. 9.) They shall not perish, but have
eternal life. (John iii. 14-16.)
Secondly, the Father's love for His people is seen in their Regeneration.
By nature they were dead in trespasses and sins. They were
destitute of spiritual life. All their activities were worldly, and
fleshly and evil. They were led captive by Satan at His will.
They were incapable of doing or thinking anything which was
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pleasing to God. (Rom. viii. 7, 8.) They were therefore absolutely
helpless to save themselves from the consequences of sin, and they
were so under the power of evil that they did not desire to save
themselves. The apostle describing such says, "There is none
that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God" (Rom.
iii. 11). Thus, apart from a power outside of themselves, they
were in a helpless and hopeless condition. But in spite of their
awfully sad plight, God loved them. Hence, in reference to all
His saved people we read, "But God, Who is rich in mercy, for
His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in
sins, hath quickened us together with Christ" (Ephes. ii. 4, 5}..
Thus, the regeneration of God's people is attributed to His love.
Had He not loved them they had remained in their spiritually
dead state-a state in which they were "by nature the children
of wrath" (Ephes. ii. 3). The salvation of a sinner is through
faith, a grace which is itself the gift of God, and, therefore, not a
grace which we can originate ourselves. But no sinner while
spiritually dead can exercise faith in Christ. Hence, until God, in
His rich mercy, and because of His great love-until God quickens
or regenerates a sinner, he will never exercise faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ, and therefore he can never be saved until he is
regenerated. What great love, then, the Father manifests towards
the objects of His mercy when He regenerates them by His spirit,
and saves them by His grace. (See Ephes. ii. 8.)
Thirdly, the love of God to His people is manifested h~ assur·ing
them of His love. We read, "The love of God (i.e., God's love to

us) is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost Which is given
unto us" (Rom. v. 5).
A sense of God's love to us, a conscious realization of His love to
us, is felt by us, pervades our hearts by the work of the Holy
Ghost 'Who is given to us. But Who is it ,"Vho gives us the Spirit ~
We read" God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts,
crying, Abba, Father" (Gal. iv. 6). We read again of "the
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which
He (God) shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour"
(Titus iii. 5, 6). Here again is another proof of God's love to His
people. He poured His regenerating Spirit into their hearts and
not only regenerated them, but assured them of His love to them,
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and thus filled their hearts with joy. That Spirit enables them to
look up into God's face and call Him, " Abba, Father." He bears
witness with their spirits that they are the children of God and
heirs of glory. (See Rom. viii. 16.)
What a mercy if, as the outcome of His love to us, we have the
blessed assurance that" now are we the sons of God" (1 John
iii. 2).
Fourthly, God's love to His people is mcm·i/ested in the comfort
which He bestows, and the hope w.th which He inspires them.
The Apostle Paul beautifully says, "Now our Lord Jesus Christ
Himself, and God, even our Father, Which hath loved us, and hath
given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work"
(2 Thess. ii. 16, 17). Note here that the apostle speaks of God
as a God" Which hath loved us." Then as the outcome of that love
He "hath given us everlasting consolation." He hath given us
consolation which is everlasting and abiding, and of which we
cannot be deprived. He hath comforted us by assuring us that
our" iniquity is pardoned" (Isa. xl. 1, 2). '¥hat comfort this is!
If our iniquity is pardoned through the atoning blood of Christ,
then we are delivered from the merited penalty of our sins. There
is, therefore, no condemnation for us. Rather we are eternally
justified, and shall be eternally glorified.
Hence, too, as the outcome of His love He has given us " good
hope through grace." We can" rejoice in hope of the glory of
God." We have a lively hope of an inheritance incorruptible and
undefiled and that fadeth not away. Well might the Apostle John
say, "He loved us."
Lastly, His love to His peolJle is manifested in His disciplinary
dealings.
We are prone to forget the exhortation which speaketh unto us
as unto children, "My son, despise not thou the chastening of the
Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of Him: /01' Whom the Lo.,-d
loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth."
Here is a truth connected with God's love to His people which we
'are apt to forget and which often seems mysterious to us. Note,
He " scourgeth every son whom He receiveth." There is no member of His family, then, whom He does not chasten or scourge.
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All the members of His family are under His discipline. There is
no son" whom the Father chasteneth not." The chastening may
differ in its severity and duration, but it surely comes, sooner or
later, and with more or less severity to all the children of God.
There is a measure of chastening or discipline every day, but sometimes chastening is heavy in its severity. To experience chastening
L'l a mark of sonship. "If ye be without chastisement, whereof
all are partakers, then arc ye bastards and not sons." This Divine
and parental discipline is always" for our profit, that we might be
partakers of His holiness." It is intended to have a sanctifying
effect. But" no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous,
but grievous." Yes, indeed it may sometimes be so severe that
we find ourselves completely shaken up by it. Some joy which
we have had for perhaps half a century is taken from us. Some
earthly prop on which we have leaned, and in which we have taken
delight for a long period is taken away. Then indeed we feel keenly
that the chastening is not joyous, but grievous. Naturally, we
are then in heaviness through this or that heavy trial. At the
time of writing we are ourselves passing through the greatest trial
of our life. One half of ourselves has been taken from us. Can
He still love us, then, we may be tempted to ask 1 "Hath He
forgotten to be gracious 1 Hath He in anger shut up His tender
. ~"
merCles.
" Is His mercy clean gone for ever 1 Doth His promise fail for
evermore 1 " (Ps. lxxvii, 8, 9.) That is the way we may be tempted
to speak. In doing so, however, we have forgotten the Divine
exhortation which speaketh unt? us as unto sons. I.. ook again at
His Word. If need he, put your spectacles on and carefully read
this exhortation. "My son, despise not the chastening of the
Lord; neither be weary of His correction: for whom the Lord
loveth He correcteth; even as a father the son in whom He
delighteth" (Prov. iii. 11, 12).
The Lord loveth thee still then, 0 tried child of God. His
discipline is one of the evidences of His love to thee. He still
delights in thee. Thou art stiil the object of His love. Faint
not, then, at His discipline. Rather pray that the result may be
"the peaceable fruit of righteousness." (See Heb. xii. 5-12.)
His love to thee is eternal (John xvii. 23, 24). It is a love from
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which nothing above or beneath, seen or unseen, present or future,
can separate thee. Even death does not separate the dead in
Christ from God's love, nor can the death of a loved one separate
thee from His love. God still loves His people who have died in
the Lord. He is still their God and they are still His people. He
still cares for them, and in His presence they have fulness of joy,
and at His right hand they have pleasures for evermore.
So, He still loves His people who are living on the earth. They
are bidden, therefore, to cast all their care upon Him, for He
careth for them.
We may rightly say, then, in spite of our trials that" we have
known and believed the love that God hath to us" (1 John iv. 16).
Moreover, we may rightly pray for fresh manifestations and
fresh experiences of that love. (See 2 Cor. xiii. 14.)
Think, then, clear mourning ones, of the great love which God
showed to you in allowing you to have your dear ones for so long
a time in the past. Then, if those dear ones are "with Christ,"
think of the great love which numbered them amongst the redeemed
in heaven, and though you may still rightly weep at the absence
of your dear ones, let it be firmly fixed in your mind that God
never has failed, and never will fail to love you. Read again
Romans viii. 35-39.
THE EDITOR.

DIVINE GUIDANCE.
"JOHN NEWTON said: 'It was a matter of Divine guidance as to
which side of the road he walked.' It is a beautiful thought. True,
we cannot always realize it, we seem to do things so naturally, go our
ways either deliberately or even thoughtlessly, and do the same things
again and again without anything calling for remark, that it would
appear quite beside the mark to attribute any special Providence to
this or that act.
"But one day something very remarkable does occur, indeed so
remarkable that our attention is arrested, we say how very strange,
we begin to observe the Lord's hand; and gradually it dawns upon
us that there is wonderful force in Jeremiah x. 23: '0 Lord, I know
that the way of man is not in himself; it is not in man that walketh
to direct his steps.' 'Vith such experiences, we cease to argue on
abstract theories, admit the facts, and glorify God."-Rev. J. lV.
Dance.
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lhlgrim llapetfi.
WELLSPRINGS.

" The officers answered, Never man spake like this J.ilan."JOHN vii. 46.
WE were recently meditating on the voice of the Lord God in the
garden of Eden to Adam, now fallen from the intimacy and communion
which he had enjoyed with his Maker. I desire now, as the Holy
Spirit enables me, to put upon paper some of the precious thoughts
given me whilst reading this portion of Holy Writ, and may the same
Spirit convey it to the hearts of the dear readers to their comfort
and edification and the glory of our adorable Christ. In this one
chapter, from which our text is taken, we have a marvellous example'
of what that blessed Holy Lamb of God must have endured in those
three and a half years of His public ministry. " Such contradiction of
sinners against Himself He endured as seeing Him that was invisible,"
while doing always the things that pleased His Heavenly Father. In
verse 3 we· read how His brethren after the flesh dare to dictate to
Him to" go into Judea, that Thy disciples also may see the works that
Thou doest." In verse 11, the Jews are asking, "Where is He 1 "
and in the following verse, "there was much murmuring among the
people concerning Him: for some said, He is a good man: others
said, Nay; but he deceiveth the people." In the fifteenth verse we
read how the Jews ask, " How knowest this man letters, having never
learned?" And in the twentieth verse the people blasphemously
answer, " Thou hast a devil: who goeth about to kill Thee 1" Some
of them at Jerusalem, we read in the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth
verses, inquire whether" the rulers know indeed that this is the very
Christ," fulfilling thereby the declaration against themselves of Psalm
ii. 2. Then in verse thirty-one, whilst" many of the people believed
on Him," in the next verse we read how the malignity of the Pharisees
and the chief priests is stirred thereby and they send officers to apprehend
Him.
Meanwhile in verses thirty-five to forty-one we read of the
various opinions and criticisms of this holy, harmless Son of Man, and
how in spite of all which they in vain brought against Him, the officers
were constrained to utter this blessed truth as they returned without
Him to the Pharisees and chief priests: "Never man spake like this
l\1an." And at the closing verses of the chapter we have a ruler, whose
heart the Lord had opened, who at first came by night to Jesus, but
now openly asking, to the confusion of his own people, "Doth our law
judge any man, before it hear him, and know what he doeth 1" So
that to sum up all in a word, we have eleven or more testimonies,
cavilling opinion, sinful questionings, and as a bright ray in the dark
and cloudy day of the life of that spotless, holy Lamb of God, the
words of our text, "Never man spake like this Man"! What an
35
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altogether confounding and contrary answer to the chief priests and
Pharisees who were awaiting the return of those officers with their
prisoner! Where is He ~ have ye not taken Him? Oh, how truly
"He maketh the wrath of man to praise Him"! These men had
doubtless, in their deceitful plot, been way-laying and following up the
holy Saviour. They had heard the many contradictions and statements against Him. They had looked on His holy form and" visage
marred more than any man," and watched His dignified silence or
heard those wonderful words as "Jesus stood and cried saying, If
any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink"; and they were
convinced at all events that He stood alone, the :Man amongst men,
and never another speaking as He spake. Oh! do not the words
of our text sparkle out of this dark setting, and warm our hearts as
.we find how the wrath of His enemies melted into the true conviction
which is as sweet music in our ears who love to hear of and speak
the worth of our all-glorious Lord, Saviour, and Redeemer ~ "Never
man spake like this Man." They were compelled to utter this truth,
just as the centurion at the cross, although it may not have been
savingly uttered by that heathen soldier, said, "Truly this was the
Son of God." What a failure to this council, assembled for their
hellish design, and waiting the return of the officers, who had been
commissioned for this foul work. "Have ye not brought him ~ they
ask ~" HIM! They mention not His holy name. They and the
soldiers well knew Who was the subject of their satanic plot and they
return as they went. They attempt no excuse for themselves, nor
do they cloak their action with a lie or subterfuge. They had seen
Him, and with the cavilling multitude it would have been quite easy
to secure Him. But they could not. Their power was gone. His time
had not yet come, and, more than this, never had they heard man
,~peak like this Man. This was the truth their lips were compelled to
utter. Neyer before and never after spake anyone as "this Man."
:\.nd not only were the words He spake "gracious," but the very
laanner and tone in which they were spoken must have been allarresting. What grace, wisdo~, love and pity flowed from those
holy lips! Vlhat majesty and power sometimes attended the occasion!
\Vith what authority did He command, and with what searching did
His words convict! What peace was brought to many a troubled
heart; and what hope to a contrite sinner's breast! How they
satisfied a longing soul, and comforted the sorrowful! How they
blessed little children who were tenderly gathered in His arms; and
how they rebuked those who would not have suffered their coming
unto Him!
If we enlarged upon a few of the occasions of His holy life among
men, we think of that appearance in His ministry in the Temple, when
He stood up and read from Isaiah's prophecy concerning Himself, and
then declared, " This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears," and
all who heard Him" wondered at the gracious words which proceeded
out of His mouth." That Voice, proclaiming the Gospel of I-~is own
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grace must have been melodious indeed in the ears of those who had
" ears to hear" it. Then with what authority did He command the
devils to come out of those two Gadarenes, and with what authority
did He bid the proud waves to " Be still."
Twice we read that Jesus spake with a loud voice. It was at the
grave of His friend Lazarus whom He called to "come forth," and,
in the moment of His own dying agony and physical weakness, the
Son of Man cried with a loud voice, and committed His Spirit to His
Father; and as we think of the Divine compassion and tender love
the precious Saviour showed to the helpless and the little children,
we cannot but think the voice of Him Who called unto the little
daughter of Jairus from the sleep of death, was gentler than any she
had ever heard in life. "Little maid, I say unto thee arise, and
straightway the damsel arose and walked." Just like her mother
calling her to awake in the morning, and in the same loving way in
which a mother looks in tenderest affection upon her sleeping
-child.
And would there not be the tone of loving meekness and gentle
persuasion in that holy Voice which said, "Let the little ones come
unto Me "~ Would there not be sorrow in the tone of that gracious
Voice which yearningly inquired of His disciples, as many went back
.and followed no more with Him, "Will ye also go away ~" or as
I recall the late beloved David Lindsay Johnson remarking, how the
strength of that question might be more accurately rendered, "Ye
will not go away, will ye 1" The same Voice doubtless had its
sorrowful tone as He wept over Jerusalem and pronounced her coming
,doom. And the voice of Him in holy anger would reach the ears of
those who were making His" Father's house an house of merchandise."
"' Take these things hence," spake that Holy One of God, as He drove
them out of the temple.
And would there not be in that crowd around Him some weary
.and heavy-laden ones, who would say within themselves, " Oh! He
must be speaking to me, this blessed' Come unto Me,' and I nevcr
heard any word so comforting before, nor any voice which so lifted
me up from my weariness and heaviness ~ "
We are quite sure that, since" every word of God is pure," every
time the blessed Saviour spoke it was with intent to meet the occasion
.and moment of need. Would it not truly be so to the persecuting
Saul, suddenly arrested by that Voice ~ "Who art Thou Lord ~
I am Jesus 'Whom thou persecutest." Jesus! that is My Name,
r.iy character, and My whole heart and being is moved for My suffering
saints; but I am from this moment Jesus, thy Saviour, and thou Saul
wilt no longer be the pers~cutor of My people, and upon thy knees
thou wilt be begging for the same mercy that found them! And,
beloved reader, you who are by His all-constraining grace walking the
narrow path to the Kingdom, think of that lovely word which will
grcet you as you cross the threshold and enter glory, "Come, ye
blessed of M.y Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
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foundation of the world!" We may be quite sure that that" Come ,.
will be as full of grace and love and joy as heaven itself. Oh, wha.,t a
Voice to look forward to hearing! What a Voice to hear! "As the
sound of many waters," and" Sweeter than harp's melodious sound."
All music, all sweetness, all peace, unutterable joy to every entering
saint, and " Never man spake like this Man," the ravishing delight of
every blood-bought redeemed sinner as together they enter those
eternal portals. An aged saint in Essex, becoming stone deaf and
consequently cut off from the means of gra.ce and fellowship with the
saints, lived in sweet communion with the Beloved of her soul, remarked
as she neared the end of her long pilgrimage, 0 to think that the
first voice I shall hear will be His, and saying, " Come, ye blessed of
My Father! "
"There, amidst the love and glory,
He is waiting yet:
On His Hands a name is graven
He can ne'er forget.
" Oh! the blessed joy of meeting,
All the desert past!
Oh! the wondrous words of greeting,
He shall speak at last.
"He and I together entering
Those bright courts above;
He and I together sharing
All the Father's Love.
"He and I in that bright glory
One deep joy shall share;
Mine to be forever with Him;
His that I am there."

R.

A SOLEMN QUESTION.
EVERYONE who will not submit to Christ as King is a rebel in the
sight of God. Will there be any who will go from this congregation
who when they see Him seated on His throne will have to say? "Oh!
I was told that such a dav was before me, I was told that I would be
judged according to the deeds in the body, I was told that it would
be ill with the wicked and that it would be well with the righteous;
that a day was coming when I should hear the Judge say to those
on His right hand-' Come ye blessed of My Father '-and to those on
His left hand: 'Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire
prepared for the devil and his angels.' Woe is me, for that day is
come, and I stand before my Judge as a contemner of His counsels
and a despiser of His Gospel." May God grant that none from this
congregation shall ever have such an experience.-Rev. D. Bea/on.
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HOPE.

A

SERMON BY THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW,

M.A.,

DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.

" The Lord Jesus Christ, Which is our Hope."-l

TIMOTHY

i. l.

WE are saved by Hope" (Rom. viii. 24). Such is the pinnacle on
which the Spirit seats this grace. Without it, the soul would never
steadfastly adhere to Christ, it would yield to doubts and fears and
ultimate despair. Without this anchor it would make shipwreck on
some dreary coast.
It is a delightful task to tell how Hope diffuses the sweetest joy
throughout life's course, and lifts a smiling head in trouble's hour,
.and gilds each prospect with bright hues. Such grace is not of the
earth, and earthly: it is from heaven, and heavenly. It is implanted
in the soul by the working of the loving Spirit.
Let it be premised that our heavenly Father adds Hope to His
t.itles: "0 the Hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in time of trouble"
(Jer. xiv. 8). And again, " Now the God of Hope fill you with all joy
.and peace in believing, that ye may abound in Hope, through the
power of the Holy Ghost" (Rom. xv. 13).
But to Jesus, at present, our eyes are mainly turned. 0 Lord, Thou
.art our Hope, for verily Thou art our "All." Every supply of grace,
.and help, and blessing, abounds in Thee! Thou art the inexhaustible
storehouse of all treasures for us. No want remains to the children
<Jf Thy love. Come, then, and shine forth as " our Hope."
It is decreed that" we must through much tribulation enter into the
kingdom of God" (Acts xiv. 22). Trials and troubles are as the surrounding air. "Now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness
through manifold temptations" (1 Pet. i. 6). Heaven's inmates have
travelled through a land of sorrow. We read that " God shall wipe
.away all tears from their eyes" (Rev. vii. 17). Therefore, in life's sad
days, weeping must have been their lot. Oft-times the storm was
fierce, raging, violent; the wind assailed with fury; the waves uplifted
threatening heads; rocks and quicksands were ready to destroy; the
yawning deep gaped as an inevitable tomb; no harbour offered a
retreat. But still despair was weak to crush the heir of faith.
How could tIns be ~ Hope whispered, Fear thou not, for Christ is
near. It pointed to Jesus, ready to lull each storm, and to say, Peace,
be still. The sons of Hope " looked unto Him, and were lightened,
.and their faces were not ashamed" (Ps. xxxiv. 5). 0 Lord, be Thou
<Jur constant Hope!
The page would find no end which portrayed all the region in which
Hope sweetly works. But let some of the diseases be slightly specified
in which this balm presents relief.
«
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Sometimes means of support are straitened. ""Vant shows a ruthless
visage. Penury approaches with a cruel step. Anguish broods oyer
an impoverished family. This is Hope's season to sustain. It discloses Jesus having all resources at His command. It recalls instances
of marvellous rescue from the grasp of ruin. It shows that His fulness
never can be drained. It reyeals Him as the God of Elijah by the
brook Cherith; as the widow of Sarepta's stay; as ever the same in
guardian care. Thus confidence is implanted, that" God will supply
all His people's need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus"
(Phil. iv. 19). 0 Lord, our Hope, we look to Thee in every hour of need.
Sometimes the fear of death weighs heavily. It is granted that
" goodness and mercy have followed during all the days of life": that
no good thing has failed of all the abundance which rich promises have
held out as our portion: but still apprehension trembles, lest help may
fail wben the feet tread thp- dark vale. The strength must fade, and
vigour be exhausted, and mental energies droop, and decrepitude totter.
But these prospects no more distress, when Hope draws near. Its
hand contains a bright supply for this especial need. It displays in
glowing colours the assurance, " When thou passest through the waters,
I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow
thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned;
neither shall the flame kindle llpon thee" (lsa. xliii. 2). In quick
succession it exhibits a long train of similar cordials. The dying saint
clasps them to his heart, and brightness illumines the passage by
which earth is left. Death has no more a repulsiye look. It is welcomed as a friend, which leads to the longed-for home. 0 Lord, we
look to Thee! Be thou our Hope in the hour of death!
This grace not only cheers the believer's dying bed: it is his prop,
his stay, his support, his strength. Sometimes all earthly help seems
utterly to fail. On the right hand there is no friend. On the left
menacing foes come on. In the rear there is terror and dismay. In
the front destruction yawns. Such was the casp- of David at Ziklag.
On his return he found that the enemy had attacked the town, and
burned every house with fire, and left the dwellings reduced to ashes.
The wives and sons and daughters were carried into captivity. No
welcome voices cheered his coming. His eyes beheld one scene of
smoking desolation. His own adherents were more than hewildered.
They regarded him as the cause of all this misery. They were
impatient to wreak vengeance on him. In their grief they threatened
to stone him. All friends on earth now failed. But Hope survived.
The trembler was upheld amid these billows of (listress. "David
encouraged himself in the Lord his God" (1 Sam. xxx. 6). He
reasoned, "Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul? and why art thou
disquieted within me? Hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise·
Him, Who is the health of my countenance, and my God" (Ps. xlii. 11).
Thus amid all disconsolations, Hope sings with Job, "Though He
slay me, yet will I trust in Him" (Job xiii. 15); and with the prophet.
" Although the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the
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vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no
meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no
herd in the stalls: yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God
of my salvation" (Hab. iii. 17, 18).
A grace so bright, so joyous, the parent of such solace, the sweetener
of life's cup, the unfailing prop throughout earth's pilgrimage, must
rest on sure foundation. This tree of precious fruit,s must spring
from a root deep-seated in a fertile soil. The flame, which many
waters cannot quench, must be wondrously maintained. Soree giant
must uphold the strength which many foes cannot lay low. It must
have inherent and abiding vitality. Verily it is so. Christ-and all
that Christ is, and all that Christ has done,and all that Christ is doingis the Rock on which Hope rests, and the source from which it draws
supplies. Thus Hope's expectations are bounded by no narrow
circle. They are vast, as He is to whom all power in heaven and
earth is given. Christ shares the omnipotence of Jehovah. All
resources are in His mighty hands. To Him no case beyond relief can
occur. There is nothing too hard for Him to do. He speaks the word,
and the universe obeys. Hope estimates this power, and thus becomes
more strong when outward circumstances seem to fail, and outward
prospects are most dark. 0 Lord, we look to thine omnipotence as
imperishable Hope!
Hope knows too that it rests on One Who has His people engraven
on His heart. It is cheered by the precious word, "Can a woman
forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion all the
son of her womb ~ yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee"
(Isa. xlix. 15). It has read, " I have loved thee with an everlasting
love; therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3).
Can Jesus thus love His people, and will He not delight over them to
bless them and to do them good! Are not their interests His interesttheir canse His cause ~ Is it not His joy when they prosper and are
in peace ~ Thus Hope is verily persuaded that the heart of Christ
is ever warm with loving desire to avert distress. It doubts not that
every issue will be final blessedness. 0 Lord, we look to Thy love as
our sure Hope.
Hope is renewed in strength, and mounts up with wings as eagles,
when it contemplates what Christ has suffered for His people. He has
redeemed them, but with what price! He paid not silver and gold
for their ransom. He gave not all the precious things of earth as their
equivalent. He heaped not worlds upon worlds and placed them as
payment in the balance of God's jnstice. All such expenditure would
have been as unavailing as the chaff. He gave Himself, His life, His
blood. He gave so much that He could give no more; and He gave
this to bear the extremest curse of God, to endure all the punishment,
and all the miseries, and all the anguish which His people must have
suffered if they had wailed through all the endless ages amid the torments of the lost. Hope sweetly reasons. He Who has done so much,
will He not surely give all that His people really need! Therefore
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it treads down all hosts of doubt, and against all timidities of reason,
" laughs at impossibilities, and says, It shall be done!" 0 Lord, we
look to Thy suffering Cross as our sure Hope.
Hope, too, with piercing glance, beholds the proceedings at the
throne of God. There it views Jesus, seated on the right hand of the
Majesty on high. It sees His extended hands, and hears His allprevailing cry. That cry is ever-living intercession. It cannot go
forth in vain. It must succeed. Therefore Hope lifts a joyful head,
and sings amid all menacing events, 0 Lord, Thy throne on high is
our sure Hope.
Hope, too, has a field from which it largely gleans. This is the Book
of Life abounding in assurances of support. Each word in this book
is true as God can be. The heavens and the earth " shall perish:
they all shall wax old as doth a garment, and as a vesture shalt Thou
fold them up, and they shall be changed," "but the Word of the Lord
endureth for ever" (Heb. i. 11, 12; and 1 Pet. i. 25). Hope sets firm
foot on this immovable rock, and fears no failure. 0 Lord, Thy
Scriptures are our Hope.
The Holy Spirit, too, in His love, ever seeking the believer's bliss,
exhibits this grace in terms of potent teaching. Speaking of the Hope
which is set before us, He adds, " 'Which Hope we haye as an anchor
of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into that
within the veil" (Heb. vi. 19). What the anchor is to a floating vessel,
Hope is to the soul. The anchor descending from the ship, grasps by
tenacious teeth a solid pavement. Thus it clings to an immovable
foundation. The ship cannot drift to rocks or quicksands; it cannot
be torn away by tides or billows. It rests in safety amid storms and
adverse waves. Thus Hope, fast holding Christ in heaven, within the
veil, keeps the soul tranquil amid all conflicts. Christ must vacillate
before the clinging soul can be endangered. 0 Lord, we anchor on
Thee as our Hope.
Again, in the catalogue of the Christian's armour a helmet is named,
and the helmet is " the Hope of Salvation" (Eph. vi. 17). As is the
helmet to the warrior in the day of battle, so is Hope to the soul. The
head thus guarded boldly meets -the foe. It is upraised and knows
no fear. While this covering is unbattered, no fatal wound can be
inflicted. Thus the Hope of salvation gives all heroism in the fight
of faith. He who shows the promise of salvation written on his brow,
will never fear that his expectations will be frustrate. 0 Lord, our
Hope, we look to Thee to be our Helmet.
Believer, cultivate this precious grace. For this purpose, diligently
study Christ-His person, work, and love. Each day mount higher
on the ladder of heavenly knowledge. The more you know, the more
you will trust. Time will thus sweetly find its end, then Hope shall
reap its harvest, and be swallowed up in never-ending reality.
But caution should be added. Every grace has its vile counterfeit.
Many weeds resemble flowers. Tinsel may glitter, but it is not gold.
There is a false Hope. It sparkles for a little while, and then expires
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in darkness. It may be easily detected. Mark the foundation on
which this cheat rests. Its foot is placed on some form of self, and
<In its own doings and deserts. It claims no text of Scripture for its
warrant. Christ is not its" All." Therefore its end is hopeless woe.

SERMONETTE.
THE HOPE OF ETERNAL LIFE.
By THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., RD.
« IN hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before
the world began" (Titus i. 2). Paul wrote thus to Titus his " Own
son," that is, his spiritual son, " After the common faith" (verse 4).
It is evident that if God promised eternal life before the world began
(A.V.), before eternal times (RV.), it must have been before man
existed. To whom, then, was it promised? And for whom? Without
a doubt it was promised to the Lord Jesus Christ for those chosen in
Him before the foundation of the world (Eph. i. 4). We gather this
from His own words, e.g., " My sheep hear .My voice, and I know them,
and they follow Me; and I gl:ve unto them eternal life, and they shall
never perish, and no one shall snatch them out of my hand. My
Father which hath given them unto Me, is greater than all; and no one
is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand" (John x. 27-29,
R.V.). Again," Even as Thou gavest Him authority over all flesh,
that whatsoever thou hast given Him, to them He should give eternal
life" (John xvii. 2, RV.).
What are we to understand by "Eternal life"? Not, merely,
eternal existence, but the opposite of "death," as the terms are
contrasted in Romans vi. 23, "For the wages of sin is death; but
the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord"; and
as it is defined by the Lord Jesus in His intercessory prayer,
John xvii. 3, RV., "And this is life eternal, that they should know Thee,
the only true God, and Him Whom Thou didst send, even Jesus Christ."
Therefore, as has been well said, it will take eternity itself to unfold
all that is meant by eternal life. 0', Christian readers, who can fathom
all that is involved in the declaration that the children of God are
" Heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ! " (Rom. viii. 17.)
" In hope of eternal life." On what is the hope founded? On the
death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus. Eternal life cannot be
merited. It is God's free gift through Jesus Christ our Lord. He
came into the world that His people might have life, and have it
abundantly. This He accomplished by laying down His own life,
that He might take it again (see John x. 10, 17, 18). Who possess this
hope? Those who hear the voice of Jesus, believe His word, and
follow Him (John x. 27). The Apostle Paul writes further on in his
letter to Titus: "Not by works of righteousness which we have done,
but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost" (that is by the new birth) . . . .
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" That being justified by His grace, we should be made heirs according
to the hope oj eternal life "(Titus iii. 5, 7).
Who may yet possess this hope? All who, being convinced of their
lost condition by nature, and being stripped of all fancied righteousness
of their own, look to, come to, trust in the Lord Jesus as their Saviour,
Who said, " All t.hat the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him
that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out."
"Hark bow the Gospel trumpet SOUJlds,
Christ and free-grace therein abounds,
Free-grace to such as sinners be;
And if free-grace, why not for rue?
" Eternal life by Christ is given,
And J"uined rebels raised to heaven:
Then sing of grace so ricb and free;
And say, my soul, why not for thee?"
(C. Go le, 179,'!).

THE COMING OF THE LORD.
truth of the Lord's second coming ought never to be absent from
the thoughts of God's people. They are ever to be looking for the return
of Him Who loved them and gave Himself for them. His coming is
the great outstanding hope of the Church, and in the midst of all the
clarkness and sorrow of the present it is unspeakably comforting to
remember that "the coming of the Lord draweth nigh." It was
drawing near in apostolic times. It is much nearer to-day, but the
exact day or month or year is not revealed. The Scriptures teach us
to look for the personal coming of Christ. He Who was born in
Bethlehem, brought up at Nazareth, baptized in tbe Jordan, anointed
w-ith the Holy Ghost, and Who went about doing good and healing
all that were oppressed of the devil, He is coming again. He Who was
betrayed, condemned, crucified, and buried, He is coming again. He
Who rose from the dead the third day, and ascended visibly into
beaven, and is now sitting at the- right hand of God, is coming again.
He to Whom all authority has been given in heaven and earth, and
Who is able to save to the uttermost them that come unto God by Him,
He is coming again. "This same Jesus, Which is taken up from you
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into
heaven." Our incarnate, crucified, risen, ascended, and glorified Lord
will again appear. His sure and unalterable promise to His people
is, " I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also." Not by deputy, but in person He will come
again. The Scriptures also teach us to look for a public coming of
Christ. Our Lord tells us that " there shall arise false Christs, and
false prophets," who" shall show great signs and wonders." "Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not
forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not. For as
THE
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the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west:
so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be." There will be no need
for His coming to be announced by one to another. If anyone says,
" He has come, and you will find Him in the desert or in some secret
chamber," we are bidden to give no credence to such a report. "Believe it not," for His coming will be manifest to all-manifest as the
lightning flash. "Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall
Sile Him, and they also w!:tich pierced Him." The knowledge of many
c.uthly events reaches us through the newspaper. This great event,
wben it takes place, will be manifest and apparent to all. The sure
word of prophecy also teaches us that the Lord's coming will be preceded
by great apostasy from God. Our Lord, the Prophet like unto Moses,
says, " As the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son
of Man be."
The days of Noah were characterized by a great apostasy. The
Antediluvians rejected the Word of God, preached by Noah, who
was" a preacher of righteousness." They gave themselves up entirely
to earthly things. God's word and God's day were ignored, and
doubtless the announcement of coming judgment was scoffed at. "God.
saw that the wickedness of illan was great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually."
" The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with
violence." Such was the condition of things in Noah's time. Apostasy
from God and His truth will also mark the closing period of this dispensation. In large measure it marks the present day. The apostle warns
us of this apostasy when he says, " Now we beseech you, brethren, by
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together
unto Him, that ye be not soon shaken in your mind, or be troubled,
neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day
of Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive you by any means: for that
day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition . . . whom the Lord shall
consume with the spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming." With the prophetic word in our hands we grieve
over the spread of Rationalism and Sacerdotalism, but we are not
surprised at it. We were bidden to expect that the time would come
when men would not endure sound doctrine, and when they would
turn away their ears from the truth, and be turned into fables. But
for our comfort it is written, " The night is far spent, the day is at
})and." He Whom our soul loveth is coming. Accompanied by all
the holy angels, He will descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of God. In the clouds
of heaven with power and great glory He will come. "And He shall
send forth His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall
gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven
to the other." And so shall they ever be with the Lord. Reader,
wilt thou be amongst His people when this unparalleled event takes
place?
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THE GIFT OF GOD.
WHEN the twelve men left the camp and set out to search the land,
they must have felt that at least their commission was explicit. It is
always a help to know what is required. :Moses told thcm exactly
which way to go. They were to see whether the people were strong
or weak, few or many: whether the land was fat or lean, wooded
or bare: whether the people lived in cities, tents or strongholds. They
were to find out these features, to be of good courage, and to bring
of the fruit of the land. No time was set for the mission, but they
took forty days and returned. They had seen with their eyes the
land of which they had heard so often as theirs in prospect, and as
flowing with milk and honey, and now what could they say with such
grapcs in their hands, but that it flowed indeed. Who would have
anticipated the scene that followed? There they were: the deliverance from Egypt was too recent to be out of their minds; the Red
Sea had quaked before them and swallowed up all their foes behind
them; they had been provided for, since that time, in the wilderness
by a succession of the kindest and most Divine succours and appearings, as if the Lord would emphasize, not by day only but all the night
too, that He was the God of all the earth and their God. Had they
ever done one thing towards their redemption that emanated from
themselves? No, not one, but they had murmured in their tents
against God and against Moses, and now, to crown all, they did not
believe that God would give them the land that He had brought them
to and had showed them. He said that He was to give it to them:
they did not know what a gift was. The Lord had never said anything about their own arm saving them, their own wisdom directing
them, their own determination carrying them through, their own
resources finding ways and means. He said that He would give
them the land of Canaan, the choicest of all lands, and Caleb and
Joshua believed God, and said, "Let us go up at once and possess
it; we are well able." They knew where their great strength lay,
and felt well able to overcome cities, giants, strongholds, and all
besides. A different spirit was in these two, and they feared as little
the defences of the Canaanites as thcy feared much to question the
power and the command of Jehovah. And so, while all the others
perished, they " lived still" in hope and died in the fruition of the
promise made by the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
I have often thought of the exceeding gentleness and depth of
what the Lord said to the woman at the well of Samaria. He said:
" If thou knewest the gift of God and Who it is that saith to thee,
give Me to drink, thou wouldst have asked of Him and He would have
given thee living water." Before her sat in all His beauty and glory
and suitability, the Redeemer, the Gift of God, and she wondered at
what He said' of her and to her. He was One such as she had never
seen in all her wanderings, and she went and told her acquaintances
(she had but one Friend), and they came and saw the" fair beauty"
of the Lord Christ, and they besought Him that He would tarry with
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them. The Shepherd of Israel had guided the poor adulterous woman,
and led the others over the dark mountains and distances of their
years, and had set them to look on the promise of the Father, and
while they saw, to believe. The spirit of Caleb and Joshua was
theirs, wrought in them by an almighty hand, and they knew the
Gift of God and Who it was that spoke to them.
" The fruit of the land," the grapes of Eschol, were never so refreshing to Moses, as was the fruit of the Spirit to the Lord as He sat weary
on the well, when the poor woman said, "Come, see a Man ~Who
told me all that I ever did; is not this the Christ? "
FOLLowER-oN.
THE COVENANT

OF WORKS AND THE
GRACE.

COVENANT OF

(From Chapter V. of Romaine's " Walk of Faith.")

IT pleased the sovereign Creator to enforce this holy, just and good
law by proper sanctions. Out of His mere grace He has promised
life to obedience, which man engaged to perform: and He threatened
death to disobedience, to which penalty man submitted. Thereby
this law became a Covenant of works. The promise was to him who
should continue obedient in all things: for Moses describeth the
righteousness which is of the law, that the man who fulfil1eth those
things shall live by them. But if he does not fulfil them perfectly,
without one failing, he then comes under the penalty, which God
had threatened to disobedience-" Cursed is he who continueth not
in all things, that are written in the book of the law to do them."
This curse draws after it all the pains and penalties of the broken
law in earth and in hell.
Under this law of works Adam was placed, and under it all his
descendants are born. He and they are bound to keep the law in their
own persons, if they would receive the promise, or liable to suffer the
penalty, if they transgress. Adam broke the law of works, and we
all in him; for in him all have sinned. We were all in his loins,
when he fell, and forfeited in his attainder. By the offence of that
one, judgment came upon men to condemnation. The righteous Judge
passed all the sentence, and decreed, that by the law of works no
flesh living should be saved: for He has proved in His Word both
Jews and Gentiles to be under the law and under sin, which is the
transgression of it. Whereby every mouth is stopped, and all the
world is become guilty before God: therefore by the deeds of the law
there shall no flesh be justified in His sight.
In the law of works there was no provision made for a surety;
but it did not absolutely exclude one: therefore it left room for the
Covenant of grace, in which a provision was made in the person of
Jesus Christ for securing the Divine honour of this holy law. He
undertook to stand up in man's place and stead, to magnify the
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precepts of the law in this life, and to glorify the penalties of the law
in His death, that not one jot or tittle of it might fail till all was
fulfilled. And as He was God over all, blessed for ever, His life and
death put everlasting honour upon the Divine law. His obedience
was of inestimable value, and His sufferings were infinitely sufficient
to take away sin. Christ is now the end of the law for righteonsness.
He answered the end of the law for His people by obeying and
snffering for them: and everyone of them can now plead by faith
a perfect fulfilling of all the precepts, a perfect suffering of all the
penalties in the person of their Divine Surety. God the Father is
faithful and just to His word and engageme~ts with His Son: He
has made known His will in the immutable record of grace, "that
whosoever bebeveth in Jesus should not perish, but should have
everlasting life." How can he perish? Jesus died for him. He shall
live with God in everlasting life: because Jesus lived for him. And
this is the declared will of the Father, concerning all that believe in
His only begotten Son.
Remember then, 0 my soul, that thou art not under the law, but
under grace. Thou art saved from the law, under the form of a
Covenant of works. Thou art not bound to keep its precepts, in order
to have life for thy obedience, nor yet to suffer its penalties for thy
disobedience. Thy Surety undertook to act and suffer for thee. He
was to answer the law in its commands and demands to every jot
and tittle. And He did. \~ hatevel' it required, whatever it threatened was perfectly fulfilled in the person of thy God and Saviour:
and He has absolutely discharged thee from it, as a law of works.
Thou art to have nothing to do with it, in that view; nay, He has
iorbidden thee to keep it in hopes that thou mayest live thereby.
The irreversible decree entered in the records of heaven has enaetedBY THE WORKS OF THE LAW SHALL NO FLESH BE JUSTIFIED.
Thou art
now to look upon the law in the matter of justifying and giving life:
as a woman looks upon her dead husband. She is freed from the
marriage contract with him, and may now give her heart and hand
to another: So art thou freed from the bond of the legal Covenant.
Thou art become dead to the law by the body of Christ, Who has
e"poused and betrothed thee to Himself, that serving Him in newness
of spirit and not in the oldness of the letter, thou mayest bring forth
fruit unto God. This is thy high privilege. Thy first husband i& d.e~d :
happy for thee, thou art lawfully married to another-thy husband
is Thy maker, Jehovah of Hosts is His name. The word made flesh
bas paid all thy debts, suffered thy punishment, wrought out a perfect
righteousness, and Wall a crown of perfect glory for thee. 0 what
2, Divine honour has He put upon thee!
Thou art now one with
Immanuel in a bond of everlasting love. He has given Himself to
thee, with ail He h2.S and all He is; and it is thy happiness now, not to
be thine own but the Lord's-not to follow thine own will but Hip.
The law of the Lord is liberty. As taught by His spirit, and performed
by faith it, is perfect freedom. Whilst thou walkest with Him with
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obedience to it, and leanest on thy beloved every step, thou wilt find
deliverance from all spiritual tyranny and bondage, and wilt enjoy
the light of His countenance, and the love of His heart. When the
Son has thus made thee free, thou art free indeed-free now thy heart
is set at liberty to run with Jesus in the way of His commandments.
In this view, 0 my soul, thou canst look with delight at the most
holy law. Attend to it elosely, and study it carefully. In order to obey
.as a Christian, these following considerations should be well understood
.and digested: because under the influence of them every step of thy
walk is to be ordered. 0 pray, then, for the Spirit of wisdom to teach
thee practically.
First, that thy walk with God in the way of obedience is not to fulfil
the law, as a Covenant of works. Thou are not required to do this.
Thou canst not do it. Immanuel, thy Divine Surety, took it upon
Himself. Because it was impossible for thee, a fallen creature, to keep
the law, so as to be justified by it, He therefore came in person to fulfil
it. He honoured its precepts by His infinite obedience. He magnified
its penalties by His inestimahle sacrifice. And thiR is thy justifying
righteousness. Through faith in the life and death of the God-man,
thou art not only freed from guilt and condemnation, from curse and
hell, but art also entitled to life and glory. The law is now on thy
side, and is become thy friend. It acquits thee. It justifies thee. It
will give thee the reward promised to obedience. The law in the hand
()f thy Saviour has nothing but blessings to bestow upon thee. Thou
.art to receive it at His mouth, and to obey Him: but not from any
legal hopes of heaven, or from any slavish fears of hell! For then
thou wouldst come under the Covenant of works again. Whereas
thou art not under the law, but under grace. Mind thy privilege,
.and pray for grace to live up to it. Thou art not under the law, bound
to keep it perfectly in thine own person, or in case of failing condemned
by it, and under its fearful curse; but thou art under grace, a state
()f grace, through faith in the obedience and sufferings of Thy blessed
Surety, and under the power of grace, sweeny inclining thee to love,
.and mightily enabling thee to keep the law of the Lord thy God. Live
thus by grace, and sin shall not have dominion over thee. Under the
reign of grace, the tyrant sin is always dethroned. Obey under grace,
as freely and fully saved by faith in Jesus, and this will make thy
walk easy and evangelical: thou wilt go on with a free spirit, and wilt
delight thyself in the ways of God, walking with Him.

"' IT will not be unreasonable to remind you, that you cannot lay in
a stock of grace, and thereby keep your heart in any preparation to
submit cheerfully to God's will, especially when it is much contrary
to your own. No past experience can enable you to bear a present
trial. You must have fresh grace for the moment, as you breathe"
(Isa. xxvii. 3).-W. ROMAINE.
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THE SIN OF HEARKENING NOT.
" YET ye have not hearkened unto Me, saith the Lord." Thus the
Lord spake unto the people of J udah and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem
in the twenty-fifth chapter of the prophecy of Jeremiah. Though the
message which came to them was the word of the Lord they turned
a deaf ear to it. The Lord had taken them to Himself to be His people,
and had promised to be their God. He had chosen them, loved them,
redeemed them, led and fed them in the wilderness, and planted them.
in the land which He had promised to give them for an everlasting
inheritance. Yet as a nation they had not hearkened unto Him.
They hardened their hearts and rejected the word which He spake
unto them. But are we as a nation better than they? We are not
God's chosen nation, it is true, but God has blessed us with great
privileges. His word came unto us at the Reformation, and many
listened to it and were saved through its precious Gospel teachings.
Many even now delight in the Word of God, but are we not as a nation
guilty of the sin of hearkening not?
What is the meaning of the Mass and Mariolatry in the Reformed
Church of England? What is the meaning of the denial of the
historical and supernatural events recorded in the Scriptures? What
is the meaning of the scarcity of pure Gospel preaching in the churches
and the chapels of our land? What is the meaning of the motor
excursions, the golf-playing, the sale of Sunday newspapers on the
Lord's day? Is it not that, as a nation, we are turning a deaf ear
to the Word of the Lord? We are not hearkening unto Him. Despite
all the Gospel privileges which we have enjoyed since the Reformation,
we decline to listen to the word of Him to Whom we owe all our
blessings. Even in this time of national trial and chastisement we
still hearken not to His voice. The word of the Lord which came to
the people of Judah came to them through inspired prophets. Faithful
and godly men spake unto them the word of the Lord, yet they
hearkened not. There have been many faithful and holy men in this
country who have faithfully expounded the word and preached the
Gospel of Divine grace. Then~ are some still left among us. But
the truth is not popular. The multitude "will not endure sound
doctrine." They" turn away their ears from the truth." In other
words, they are guilty of the sin of not hearkening. How solemn it
is if faithful men minister the pure milk of the Word, and yet many
of their hearers hearken not to the Gospel which is " the power of
God unto salvation to everyone that believeth"! The people of
Judah were favoured with the message of the Word of God for a
prolonged period, yet they hearkened not.
In the fourth year of Jehoiakim, Jeremiah told them that for threeand-twenty years the Word of the Lord had come to them, yet they
hearkened not. How many there are to-day who have had a faithful
minister planted among them for a lengthened period, but they have
neglected continually the opportunity of hearing his testimony, and
many who have heard it are still dead in sin, and their hearts are
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"GOLDEN TREASURE. TALKS WITH YOUNG PEOPLE."
THIS is the amended title of the new book for young people, by the
late l\IRS. T. HOUGHTON. The Type is large. The price is only 2/6 net,
postage 3d. Pages 264. For Frontispiece there is a photograph of
the Authoress. The book is thoroughly Evangelical and Undenominational.
Orders for 6 copies or more will be supplied by the publisher at a
reduction. We hope EVERY READER will order copies AT ONCE.
Publisher, Mr. B. S. Taylor, GOSPEL MAGAZINE Office, 23, Bedford
treet, Strand, London, W.C.2. May also be ordered through any
bookseller.
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LIVING WATERS.
THE old church clock was chiming nine on a cold night at the end
of December, when Frances, conscious that it was long past her usual
bedtime, ran up the attic stairs to her room. She paused on the
threshold to call back a merry rejoinder to her little brother on the
landing below, and with laughter still on her lips, she unlatched her
bedroom door, and fumbled for the matches to light her candle.
The uncertain light revealed a shabby little room with a sloping
roof; it contained a small white bed, a washstand, one chair, a table,
and a tin box under the window, where Frances kept all her possessions. This room was very dear to her, for she had only lately been
promoted to sleeping alone, and its bareness and shabbiness mattered
nothing in her eyes.
Frances had been having a lovely time downstairs with all her
brothers and sisters; yesterday had been Christmas-day, and the
rooms were gay with holly, and had been resounding with laughter
and fun. If you had seen Frances that evening among the rest,
you would have thought her utterly lighthearted and care free; but
a change came over her the moment she shut the bedroom door.
The eager light died out of her eyes, and all the alertness out of her
movements; it was a very wistful little face that saw itself in the
small oval mirror on the wall, as Frances untied her hair-ribbon,
and began slowly to brush out her curly hair. As soon as she was
alone, she felt again that dull aching misery which she knew so well.
For quite three months she and the other children had been eagerly
looking forward to Christmas time, and every moment of leisure
had been employed in concocting wonderful secrets ready for the
great day. How thrilling it had been to see the parcels arrive and
to feel the air full of mystery and excitement. Then the day itself
had been so full of joys: carols in the early morning, lots of presents
after breakfast, the happy service, the Christmas clinner, and the
long afternoon and evening devoted to games and books. The
festivities had flowed over evcn on to the following day, ~when there
had been more time for examining gifts and dipping into new books.
But now it was all over. The long-expected day had come and
gone, and Frances felt that there was nothing whatever to look forward
to. Life seemed utterly empty and dull, just stretching on and on
in a weary vista of sameness. Perhaps a grown-up would have said
that Christmas would be here again in no time; but when you are
only eleven the thought of twelve long months is a very age, and the
anticipation of next Christmas brought no comfort to little Frances.
She put down her brush, and idly turned the leaves of Little Pillows
to find the text for the 26th evening: "Shall never thiTst." Just
three words, but Frances stood transfixed. Was she not thirsty,
always thirsty, and longing for something that would satisfy her
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heart ~ "Shall never thirst." Frances had been taught the Scriptures as far back as she could remember, and she knew at once without
the trouble of thinking where the words came from. The Lord Jesus,
weary with the journey, was resting at Jacob's well, and he asked the
woman of Samaria to give Him water to drink. She was so surprised
at the request that she began to question Him, and He told her of
the living water that He could give: "Whosoever drinketh of the
water that I shall give shall never thirst." The story is in the fourth
chapter of John's Gospel; you can read it for yourself. Frances
gazed and gazed at those three words, which seemed in a mysterious
way to be endued with life. "Shall never thirst." Then there must
be satisfaction somewhere; there must be something which could
fill the void; and oh, how Frances longed for that living water to
satisfy her longing soul. She put out her candle, and slipped into
bed, with those words standing out in the darkness: "Shall never
thi1·st." And during the years that followed, the Lord brought
Frances to see that nothing else could satisfy, and that He Himself
was enough.
Many people are thirsty and discontented around us, but in most
cases their longing is for more wealth, more pleasure, more knowledge,
more experience. They forget the poverty of their souls. Can you
say as David did: "My soul thirsteth for Thee . . . to see Thy
power and Thy glory" ~ Then the Lord Jesus is saying to you:
.. If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink." "Blessed
are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness; for they
"hall be filled."
DAMARIS.
LOVINGKINDNESS.
LORD, I read of lovingkindness
Thou dost show to all Thine own,
And I hope among the otbers
Thou dost reckon me as one.
Though I know that I am sinful,
Such are they who need Thy love,
Love atoning, love forgiving,
Love eternal, God is love.
Tenderly Thy Spirit whispers
Christ is worthy, on the Throne!
Not relying on experience
Now I know I am His own.
Not because I feel I love Him:
His the Cov'nant sealed with blood,
His the faithfulness to keep it,
Mine the deep, sweet peace of God.

A. E. W.
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'!to tt£Spoll1:Jent£.
'" SO-CALLED EDUCATED PEOPLE' AND THE VERBAL
INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE."
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR FRIEND,-I thank God for your article, "So-called Educated
People," etc., in THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
It is simply splendid, and ought to be reprinted and circulated
broadcast.
I hope this may be done. The Lord be with you, and bles!:!
abundantly your witness for His Truth. With kindest regards.
Yours in Him,
The Rectory,
A. G. TOWNSHEND.
T1'imingham-on-Sea, Norwich,
October 30th, 1934.
We print the following extracts from a letter from an esteemed
correspondent :" DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-Most sincerely do I thank you for your very
able, convincing, and inspiring article in THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE for
November on the verbal inspir&tion of the Bible. I am one of the
, uneducated people' who do not rank among' the wise and prudent'
to whom God has not revealed His truth. Surely we who have been
so highly honoured by Him should feel true pride in being the' Babes'
to whom He has revealed it. The bishops who are mentioned by the
Rector of Haughton surely rank among the 'chief priests' of our
J~ord's time. . . . I am sending for a few copies of THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE (for November) for distribution among friends, and would
suggest that every reader of the magazine may be asked to send at
least one copy to a friend, suggesting that he would send it on with
the earnest prayer that God may use if for His glory, and in defence
of His inspired Word."
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGA.ZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A missionary to soldiers 'writes: "Thank you very
much indeed for the parcel of literature you so kindly sent me. I had
Capt. - - in my home to tea recently and mentioned your gift and
letter. He remembers you when you used to send him literature
when he was a Sergeant on Salisbury Plain before the war! Am
sorry you had the stroke, and were so seriously ill, and trust that
you are better and able to get along with the Master's business, which
I believe is your heart's greatest desire. May you know the perfect
peace which comes from having the mind stayed upon Him, and
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the joy of knowing that the Lord is returning." A missionary to
sailors writes: "Please accept our very best thanks for the parcel of
Gospel literature received in good condition, which will be distributed
amongst the sailors visiting this port." A friend, in sending us a
parcel of magazines, writes: "The parcel of magazines which I am
sending are from a friend and myself. I hope they may be made
of some real profit to the readers. I trust that you are encouraged
in your labour of love in the distribution of the books, and though
you may not know what blessings follow, yet you have the word,
, Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many
days'." Parcels for Christmas should reach us soon for the Home
ports and garrison towns.
R. E. BRIDER.
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
Bristol 4. November, 1934.

BISHOP KNOX ON THE CONFESSIONAL.
" THE glad message of the Gospel is this. Our Lord Jesus Christ is
our great High Priest, at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having
by His cross and passion obtained redemption for us. We can go to
Him in prayer as really and as effectually as if He was still on earth.
We may approach Him, yes, even the vilest sinners may approach
Him, without any saint, or Virgin Mary, or priest to come between
us and Him. The way is always open. There is no barrier between
us and Him except our own unbelief. No one that comes to Him
need fear, for it is He Who, by His Holy Spirit, draws us to Himself,
that He may say to us, as He said to penitent sinners of old, 'Be of
good cheer, thy sins have been forgiven thee.' The forgiveness which
He bestows is full, free, and immediate."-Quoted in " Anglo-Oatholicism," by Rev. F. G. Llewellin, p. 58.

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FU1TD.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund : £ s. d.
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liJrotestant 15eacon.
THE REFORMERS AND INSPIRATION OF SCRIPTURE.

Calvin. He says, "We know that God hath spoken to us, and are
fully convineed that the prophets did not speak at their own suggestion,
but that, being organs of the Holy Spirit, they only uttered what they
had been commissioned from heaven to declare."-(Commentary on
2 Tim. iii. 16.)
Cranmer. He says, " The most sure and plain way is, to cleave unto
holy Scripture. Wherein whatsoever is found, must be taken for
a most sure ground and an infallible truth; and whatsoever cannot be
grounded upon the same (touching our faith) is man's device, changeable and uncertain."-(Cranmer on The Lord's Supper, p. 3. C. J.
Thynne's Edition.)
Bishop Jewel. He speaks of the Old and New Testament Scriptures
as " the heavenly voices, whereby God hath opened unto us His will :
and that only in them man's heart can have settled rest; that in them
be abundantly and fully comprehended all things, whatsoever be
needful for our salvation . . . that they be the very stwe and infallible
rule whereby may be tried, whether the Church do stagger, or err,
and whereunto all ecclesiastical doctrine ought to be called to account:
and that against these Scriptures neither law, nor ordinance, nor any
custom ought to be heard: no, though Paul his own self, or an angel
from heaven, should come and teach the contrary."-(Apology, p. 28.
S.P.C.K. edition.)
The Homilies and Artl:cles. The Church of England Hom.ily on " The
Reading of Holy Scripture" 8peaks of Scripture as " the fountain and
well of truth," "the well of life," " the heavenly meat of our souls,"
and" God's ·Word."
The Thirty-nine Articles speak of the Scriptures as " The pure Word
of God," as " God's Word written," and" the Word of God."-(See
Articles XIX, XX, XXI. Also note Articles VI, VIII, XVIII, XXII,
XXIV, XXVIII, and XXXIV, ~or other references.)
The Collect for the 2nd Sunday in Advent declares that God " has
caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning," clearly
teaching their Divine origin and inspiration.

THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE primary purpose for which the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society
was founded in 1807 was the granting of pensions to the aged poor
of the Household of Faith.
In visiting these aged saints, members of the Committee were
impressed with the bad conditions under which some of the pilgrims
lived. This led to the idea of establishing a Home where some of the
pensioners of the Society could spend their latter days in comfort.
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Funds for this purpose were raised, and on a site presented to the
Society it was decided to erect a Home.
On October 16th, 1834, in the presence of many friends and under
the Chairmanship of Alderman Challis, eighteen rooms were opened
for the reception of pilgrims, the building being completed later so as
to provide accommodation for 42 inmates. Since its completion
440 pensioners of the Society have found this to be a quiet resting place.
Services in celebration of the Centenary were held on Tuesday,
Oct. 16th, in Grove Chapel, Camberwell (kindly lent for the occasion).
In the afternoon the Rev. Thomas Houghton (Editor of THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE) preached an appropriate Sermon from John xvii. 24.
After alluding to the circumstances under which the meetings were
being held, the preacher emphasized the following points: (1) The
persons concerning whom the text speaks, "Those given to me";
(2) The purposed expressed-To be with Christ; (3) The prospectTo behold His glory.
The evening meeting was presided over by J. C. Dennis, Esq.
(Treasurer of the Society). A brief statement ,vas made by the
~ecretary. The Chairman pointed out that the meeting was one
of thanksgiving to God for His great goodness through the century.
Praise could be be rendered for preservation of the Home, and for the
fact that means for carrying it on had been furnished. Godly mcn
had been raised up who had helped to carry on the work.
The Rev. Thomas Houghton gave an address from the word~,
" Hitherto hath the Lord helped us," pointing out who were helped
and how they werc helped. Reflecting upon the past favours shown
to the Society, he observed, the Committee could go forth into the
future relying on the Lord their God.
The Rev. H. Moore, of Lewes, said that he thought that at the
back of the progress which had been made there was prayer, and
God answers prayers. True prayer was based on God's promise,
and He was faithful to fulfil. The Rev. L. Atherton, of Southborough,
after some observations on the suggestiveness of the word" Home,"
said the reason of continuance of the work was because God and His
Word were honoured. The Rev.· A. H. Pounds closed with a few
words upon" What hath God wrought."
An interesting booklet, being a Centenary narrative of the
Camberwell Home, was issued for the occasion and given to friends
attending the meeting.
On Oct. 23rd a Social Meeting was held at the Camberwell Home,
when the staff and inmates were presented with gifts. After tea a
meeting was held with Mr. H. Blackman in the Chair. Mr. Edwards
read the ninety-fifth Psalm and Mr. Prebble engaged in prayer.
The Warden, lVIr. Dunstel, expressed the appreciation of all for
the kindness of the Committee. He then, in a few appropriate words,
on behalf of the staff and inmates, presented for use in the Chapel
a beautiful Bible, and a hymn book, similarly bound. The ladies
of the Home had also furnished a new cushion and mat. These gifts
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were suitably acknowledged by the Chairman in a brief address.
Addresses were also given by Mr. Prebble and the Secretary.
The following meetings will (D.V.) be held during December. On
the 5th a Sale of Work at Horley; on the 6th Sale of Work in the
Adult School, Croydon; on the 13th in the evening a meeting at the
Old Baptist Chapel, Guildford.

Jl{ebieUls aniJ jloticcf.i of }Soots.
CHRIST MADE A CURSE. By Mr. A. Lythgoe, of Manchester. Pp. 8.
Price 2d. To be obtained from the Author, at 22, Bridge Street,
Manchester.
This is an excellent sermon preached by Mr. Lythgoe at Providence
Chapel, Slaithwaite, on Sunday, August 19th, last. The author
preaches the old doctrine of Christ's special and substitutionary work
for His Church. The old penal doctrine of the atonement is emphasized, and the preacher earnestly longs that his hearers may experience
the blessings of redemption.
MODERNISM AND THE YOUNG.
THE appalling teachings of Modernism are penetrating into our Sunday
Schools, and the effects on the minds of the rising generation are likely
to be disastrous in the extreme. A correspondent, in a letter to the
Record of Sept. 21st last, says:
" I was disturbed when, last Sunday, a girl of twelve, just back
from holiday, remarked to her classmates in Sunday School, ' In the
Church where I went last Sunday the clergyman said these Bible
stories were just fables'; and in the junior class, the lesson being on
the cleansing of the ten lepers, eight-years-old asked scornfully, ' How
do you know that is true? it is only a story.' As a grown man I do
not mind crossing words with Modernists, but this ' massacre of the
innocents' is rather horrible. Do the Modernists really think that
children and people of childlike mind will be the better equipped for
the conflict with sin by having got the idea that the Bible is largely
a collection of fairy tales? It is time that we pastors of the flock
took a more definite stand against these' babykillers ' who are at work,
not only in the pulpit, but (what is more serious) in the schools.Bible Ohurchman."
END OF VOLUME LXIX.-NEW SERIES.

BRISTOL: PRINTED liY JOHN WIUGH'l' AND SONS LI:\lI'l'ED, STOXEBlt.:.DGE HOUSE.

