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Who comIorteth us in all our trib'uation, that we may be ahle to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COSINTHIANS i. 4.

SURPRISING MERCIES-lI.
" And Israel said unto Joseph, I had not thO'llght to see thy face:
and, la, GOD hath showed me also thy seed."-GENEsIs xlviii. n.

IN our Family Portion for November we thought of the surprising
mercies which GOD showed to Adam, to Noah, and to Abraham.
We now propose to draw attention to the surprising mercies which
GOD showed to Lot, to J acob, and to J oseph. All these cases are
in the Book of Genesis. Similar instances could be found in other
Books of the Old Testament, as well as in those of the New.
Doubtless also large numbers of those who read these lines could
tell of many surprising mercies in their own experience. Truly
our GOD is "the FATHER of mercies," and His people have reason
to " sing of the mercies of the LORD for ever."
I. First, let us think of surp1'ising mercies shown to Lot.
Lot was the nephew of Abraham. Along with that patriarch
he came into the land of Canaan. For a time they dwelt together.
Later they separated, and Lot dwelt in the wicked city of Sodom.
It is sad to read of Lot pitching his tent toward Sodom, and subsequently dwelling in that city, the men of which" were wicked
and sinners before the LORD exceedingly" (Gen. xiii. 13).
It would seem that Lot thought more of worldly prosperity
than of the spiritual interests of himself and of his family. Yet
Lot was one of the LORD'S people, but, sad to say, even the LORD'S
people are often not as separate from the world as they ought to
be. In spite of Lot's worldly tendencies he was a "righteous
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man," and he was "vexed with the filthy conversation of the
wicked" in Sodom. From day to day his righteous soul was
vexed with what he saw and heard (2 Pet. ii. 7, 8). He found that
Sodom, and its beautiful well-watered neighbourhood, was not a
bed of roses. Sin may abound in a beautiful residential neighbourhood as well as in the slums.
Now Lot, being a member of the LORD'S family, was beloved of
the LORD. "The LORD taketh pleasure in them that fear Him,"
in spite of their inconsistencies. What a mercy that He doth
not deal with us according to our sins!
1. Surpris'ing mercy u'as shown to Lot when he was a prisoner.
The horrors of war appeared even in those early days of the
world's history, and the kings of Sodom and .of Gomorrah were
involved in it. Chedorlaomer and his confederate kings defeated
the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah and three other kings with them.
" They took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their
victuals, and went ther way. And they took Lot, Abram's brother's
son, who dwelt. in Sodom, and his goods, and departed" (Gen.
xiv. 11, 12).
This was a very trying experience for Lot, and the outlook must
havs been dark. So far as he knew there was no hope of deliverance.
To his great surprise, however, Abram appeared on the scene, and
smote his enemies, and " He brought back all the goods, and also
brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women also,
and the people."
Here was surprising and unexpected mercy in Lot's experience.
It was " the most high GOD" Who delivered these enemies of Lot
into Abraham's hand. It was Divine mercy which came surprisingly to Lot. The LORD knoweth how to deliver the godly.
2. Surprising mercy was shown to Lot when two angels came from
heaven to deliver him from the Divine iudgment which came upon
Sodom.
Lot was constantly troubled with the" unlawful deeds" of the
people of Sodom,' but he seems to have had no idea of impending
judgment. The LORD revealed it to Abraham, but not to Lot.
Those believers who are unduly influenced by the world and its
ways are excluded from some of the LORD'S secrets. Worldliness
is a hindrance to growth in spiritual knowledge.
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Abraham was naturally concerned when the LORD revealed to
him His purpose of judgment towards Sodom. He thought of
Lop. Would the LORD destroy the righteous with the wicked 1
He earnestly cried unto the LORD, and the LORD assured him that
He would spare the city if only ten righteous persons were found
in it. So far Abraham was comforted. But so awful was the
moral state of Sodom that there were not even ten godly people
in it. Would Lot then be destroyed 1 The LORD in surprising
grace determined otherwise. He sent two angels to tell Lot of
the terrible fate awaiting the city, and while he lingered they laid
hold of his hand (" the LORD being merciful unto him") and
brought him forth and set him without the city (Gen. xix. 1, 12, 13,
15, 16).
3. Surprising mercy was shown to Lot when the LORD spared one
little city from judgment for Lot's sake.
Lot was bidden to escape to the mountain, but he was afraid
it was too far off, and that he might fail to reach it in time. There
was a little city near at hand, and he besought the angels that he
might escape thither. The angel then said, " I will not overthrow
this city, for the which thou hast spoken." Not till Lot was safe
within this little city did the LORD rain upon Sodom and upon
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven. This
surprising mercy was a mercy to Abraham as well as to Lot; for
we read, "When GOD destroyed the cities of the plain, that GOD
remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt"
(Gen. xix. 19-29).
What is all this but electing llwe and surprising mercy 1 Others
perished, but Lot was saved. Oh, if we, dear readers, are amongst
the saved, is it not due to electing grace and surprising mercy 1
11. Secondly, let us think of surprising mercies shown to Jacob.
Jacob no less than Adam, Noah, Abraham, and Lot experienced
many surprising mercies.
1. Surprising mercy was shown to him when he left home for
Mesopotamia.
Sin made it necessary for him to leave the home of his childhood.
At the sinful advice of his mother, and with her co-operation, he
had obtained the blessing by resorting to deceit and fraud. In
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consequence, Esau threatened his life, and hence his mother advised
his leaving home. On that first night when he halted at Luz,
afterwards called Bethel, he must have felt lonely and depressed.
He may also have felt conscious of his sin which had necessitated
his lonely journey. What a surprise then it must have been for
him to have that remarkable dream of a ladder set up on the earth
whose top reached to heaven. Though communication with home
was now broken off there was still communication with heaven.
The LORD in mercy spoke to him and renewed the Covenant
promises previously made with Abraham and Isaac. In addition,
the LORD assured him of His presence, protection, and preservation.
" Behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither
thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not
leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of "
(Gen. xxviii. 10-15).
What cheer these surprising promises and assurances would
bring to the depressed heart of Jacob. With what fresh courage
would he face the future.
,Ve, too, have our seasons of loneliness and depression, but
Jacob's GOD is our GOD. He never abandons His redeemed people.
Though not favoured as Jacob was with remarkable dreams, we
are favoured with Divine assurances, and we often in our times of
depression are encouraged with His surprising and unexpected
mercies. To us He hath said, " I will never leave thee nor forsake
thee. So that we may boldly say, the LORD is my helper, and I
will not fear what man shall do unto me" (Heb. xiii. 5, 6).
2. Surprising mercy was shown to Jacob when he returned to his
native land.
Many years passed by and eventually J acob was Divinely bidden
to return unto the land of his fathers, and was again assured of the
Divine presence. On doing so he heard that Esau was coming to
meet him with 400 men. Naturally" Jacob was greatly afraid
and distressed." Esau was evidently bent on mischief. Jacob,
however, resorted to prayer. " Deliver me, I pray thee, from the
hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau," was his earnest cry.
The LORD heard him, and softened the heart of Esau, so that when
he drew near to J acob, he "ran to meet him, and embraced him,
and fell on his neck, and kissed him." Here was another surprising
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mercy. Not only did Esau refrain from injuring Jacob, but he
even welcomed him with warmth and affection. How true it is
that the LORD can make even our enemies to be at peace with
us. There is nothing too hard for Him. If only we trusted Him
more we should experience increasingly His surprising mercies.
(See Gen. xxxi. 3; xxxii. 6-12; xxxiii. 4, 10.) In wonderful and
surprising ways He can deliver His people from difficulties and
dangers.
3. Surprising mercy was shown to J acob when he was going down
to Egypt.
He had thought for many years that J oseph was dead. At
length the astonishing news reached him that J oseph was yet alive,
and was governor over all the land of Egypt; and that he wished
his father to come and dwell there. He started on his journey.
We can well imagine that he would undertake the long journey
with an anxious mind. He was now one hundred and thirty years
old, and the thought of going to a strange land must have made
him timid and fearful. GOD, however, surprised him with a fresh
token of His love and sympathy. He spake to him" in the visions
of the night" and said, "I am GOD, the GOD of thy father: fear
not to go down into Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great
nation: I will go down with thee into Egypt" (Gen. xlvi. 1-4).
Thus cheered and encouraged, Jacob pursued his journey. Are
we not often encouraged by the LORD'S "Fear nots," and by
fresh tokens of His kindness, His love and His sympathy ~ " He
knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are dust" (Ps.
ciii. 14).
4. Surprising mercy was shown to Jacob when he was permitted
to see Joseph.
Probably twenty years had gone by and Joseph was thought to
have been rent in pieces by some wild beast. At last, however,
the great, the marvellous, the unexpected, and the surprising
mercy was granted to J acob of seeing again the face of his beloved
son. No wonder that J acob said, "Now let me die, since I have
seen thy face, because thou art yet alive." Then later on he said,
" I had not thought to see thy face: and, 10, God hath showed
me also they seed" (Gen. xlvi. 30; xlviii. ] 1).
GOD gave him two unexpected mercies. When we review our
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past, dear readers, do we not see that mercies we had never dreamt
of have been our portion .~
Ill. Thirdly, let 1lS now think of some surprising mercies shown
to Joseph.
His history is wonderful and remarkable in many respects.
1. His dreams were a surprising mercy.
They were not due to a heavy meal, or to nightmare or anxieties
of mind, as many dreams are. They were heaven-sent and prophetic. They indicated that GOD had a remarkable and an exalted
future in store for him. It must have been surprising to him to
have two dreams evidently indicating that GOD was going to show
special mercy to him, one of Jacob's younger sons. These dreams
increased the hatred of his brethren, and providentially led to his
being sold into that land where a very exalted position was being
prepared for him. (See Gen. xxxvii. 4-11.)
2. Surprising mercy was shown to him in Potiphar's house.
Though sold as a slave to Potiphar "the LORD was with him,"
and" the LORD made all that he did to prosper in his hand."
His master made him overseer of his house, and" he left all that
he had in Joseph's hand." Here was surprising mercy to one who
was a poor slave.
3. Surprising mercy was shown to him in prison.
Though the LORD was with him and prospered him, He allo'i\ed
him to be falsely charged and placed in prison. But again Divine
mercy was shovm to him. "The LORD was with J oseph, and
showed him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper
of the prison. And the keeper of the prison committed to J oseph's
hand all the prisoners that were in the prison." (See Gen. xxxix.
2-6, 21-23.) It was a great and heavy trial to him to be kept in
the dungeon, but surprising mercies enabled him to bear it.
4. Surprising me1cy was shown when he was exalted to the highest
position in the land next to the king.
How did it come about~ One day he was a slave and a prisoner
in a dungeon. The next day he was" arrayed in vestures of fine
linen" and a gold chain was put about his neck, and he rode in
the second chariot of the king, and was " ruler over all the land of
Egypt." Only in the throne was Pharoah greater than he. His
very incarceration in prison was the great link in the chain of
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GOD'S providence which led to his exaltation. While in prison he
was enabled to interpret correctly the dreams of Pharoah's butler
and baker, and this issued, long afterwards, in his being sent for to
interpret Pharoah's dreams. This issued in his marvellous exaltation. Who would have thought that such a future was in store for
him? Truly the LORD showed him wonderful, wholly unexpected
and surprising mercy. (See Gen. xli. 9-46.)
5. Finally, additional surprising mercy was shown him when
after a lapse of many years he was permitted again to see his father
and his brethren. (See Gen. xlvi. 29; xlvii. 11, 12.)
All these cases show that the LORD is in the habit of showing
surprising and unexpected mercies to His people. He has done
so in the past, and He will do so in the future; His mercy is "from
everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him." They have
their trials and their ups and downs. They have their times of
depression and fear. But it is evident that the LORD never leaves
and never forsakes them. Let us then, dear children of GOD,
take heart of courage. These things have been written for our
learning. They are intended to comfort and encourage our
hearts. They are designed to cause us to hope in our Covenant
GOD. Let our prayer, then, be, "Look Thou upon me, and be
merciful unto me, as Thou usest to do unto those that love Thy
name" (Ps. cxix. 132).
THE EDITOR.
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

MODERN HERESIES.
NEVER was there a time when the prayer needed to go up with more
fervency and frequency than now: "From all false doctrine, heresy
and schism, good Lord, deliver us." Space fails to allow in detail an
exposure of the diabolism of Spiritualism, of Perfectionism, of Ritualism
or Anglican Romanism and J esuitism, of Communism, of Evolutionism,
of Ultramontanism, of so-called Voluntaryism and Secularism. Each
of these systems expresses a vast energy of " the god of this age" by
means of which he is promoting his plan of final attack on Christ and
His Church. Rapidly is he gathering his forces together, and willing
are the multitudes who join the ranks of Diabolos, the arch-calumniator,
and do his work. (From the R~v. J. Ormiston's Satan of Scripture.)
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AN ETHIOPIAN SAINT.
" Now the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah, while he was shut up
in the court of the prison, saying, Go and speak to Ebed-melech
the Ethiopian, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of
Israel: Behold, I will bring My words upon this city for evil,
and not for good.. and they shall be accomplished in that day
before thee. But I will delive·r thee in that day, saith the Lord:
and thou shalt not be given into the hand of the men of whom
thou art afraid. For I will s'l-trely deliver thee, and thou shalt
not fall by the sword, but thy life shall be for a prey unto thee:
because thou hast put thy trust in Me, saith the Lord."JEREMIAH xxxix. 15-18.

AT the time of writing we do not know what may be the result of
Italy's cruel attack on Abyssinia, otherwise called Ethiopia, but
we have here the record of an Ethiopian saint in Old Testament
times-a record which serves to show that even in Old Testament
days God's electing love and mercy were extended to others who
were outside the people of Israel. At the time when Ebed-melech
the Ethiopian lived, Ethiopia was "the country which the Greeks
and Romans described as' Aethiopia,' and the Hebrews as' Cush.' "
It" lay to the south of Egypt and embraced, in its most extended
sense, the modern Nubia, Sennar, Kordofan, and Northern Abyssinia,
and in its more definite sense the kingdom of Meroe" (Smith's
DictionaT1J of the Bible). Ethiopia thus at one time comprised a
large area, south of Egypt, which included Northern Abyssinia.
To what part of the country Ebed-melech belonged, we do not
know, nor how he came to be a servant in the house of Zedekiah,
King of Judah, nor do we know how he came to be numbered
amongst the saints of God. All that we know of him is recorded
in Jeremiah xxxviii. 7-13 and xxxix. 15-18.
From these two passages we may notice four things about this
Ethiopian.
1. First, he was a man who had faith in God.
The Lord said to him through the prophet, "Thou has put thy
trust in Me, saith the Lord." Faith in God is a mark of spiritual
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life. It is an indication of the new birth. A spiritually dead man
-cannot exercise faith in God, nor can he exercise faith in Christ's
blood. It is when a sinner is quickened by the Holy Ghost that
he exercises saving faith, that faith which is a fruit of the Spirit,
and the gift of God. The apostle says, "By grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God"
(Ephes. ii. 8). Ebed-melech, through Divine grace, trusted in
the living God, and in His Word. He believed that Jeremiah was
a prophet, who spake the Word of God (Jer. xxxviii. 9). He
probably believed in a coming Redeemer, and trusted in His merits,
as Abraham and other saints of God did. Thus we see that hundreds of years before Christ came, an Ethiopian, belonging to
North Mrica, was amongst God's saved people. There may be
many such now, for the great multitude which no man can number
will consist of believers " of all nations, and kindreds, and people,
and tongues." The Lord knew of the existence of the grace of
faith in the heart of Ebed-melech, and He bore testimony to it
when He said, "Thou hast put thy trust in Me." "Blessed are all
they that put their trust in Him" (Ps. ii. 12).
2. Secondly, Ebed-melech was a man ma1ked by love to, and sympathy for, the brethren.

Here is another evidence of the new birth. "We know," says
the Apostle John, "That we have passed from death unto life,
because we love the brethren" (1 John iii. 14).
Jeremiah was one of the Lord's family. Because of his faithfulDesS in testifying the Word of the Lord, the princes sought to
compass his death. To this end "they let down Jeremiah with
cords" into a dungeon. "In the dungeon there was no water,
but mire: so Jeremiah sunk in the mire." Here he might have
died of starvation had it not been for the love and sympathy of
Ebed-melech, the Ethiopian. He went to the king, told him of
Jeremiah's peril, and at the king's command be took thirty men
and rescued Jeremiah. What tender sympathy he showed in
doing this. He collected some "cast clouts and old rotten rags,"
and told Jeremiah to put them under his "armholes under the
cords." Then" they drew up Jeremiah with the cords, and took
him up out of the dungeon." Here was real love and tender
sympathy for one of God's persecuted people.
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"Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and
everyone that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God." On the
other hand, "He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is
love." " If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is
a liar." "Everyone that loveth Him that begat loveth him also
that is begotten of Him" (1 John iv. 7, 8, 20; v. 1).
It is beautiful to see the fruit of the Spirit in this dark-skinned
African, this man of Ethiopia. If we are born of God, dear readers,
and indwelt by the spirit, we shall love the brethren, the members
of Christ's mystical body.
3. Thirdly, Ebed-meleoh was a man of oonrage.
Courage is another mark of God's people. 'What a man of
courage was David! What men of courage were Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed-nego! What courage characterized the prophet Daniel.
So we read, "The righteous are bold as a lion" (Prov. xxviii. 1).
Look at the courage of Ebed-melech. He dared to risk his own
life for Jeremiah's sake. He dared to say of the princes to the
king, "These men have done evil in all that they have done to
Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have cast into the dungeon."
How many of God's people are influenced by "the fear of man,
which bringeth a snare." Let us learn from this Ethiopian saint
to be valiant for the truth, and valiant in standing on the side of
the Lord's persecuted people.
4. Fourthly, Ebed-meleoh was a man in whom the Lord delighted.
This is the Lord's habit. "The Lord taketh pleasure in them
that fear Him, in those that hope in His mercy" (Ps. cxlvii. ll).
He took pleasure in His servant Ebed-melech. He sent a special
message of comfort to him through the prophet Jeremiah. He
told him that judgment would certainly come upon the city of
Jerusalem, because of its sins, but he assured Ebed-melech of
deliverance. "I will deliver thee in that day, saith the Lord."
The princes of whom he was naturally afraid would not be allowed
to injure him. Moreover, he would also be delivered from the
sword of Nebuchadnezzar's army. I will surely deliver thee, and
thou shalt not fall by the sword, but thy life shall be for a prey
unto thee: because thou has put thy trust in Me, saith the Lord."
Oh, what comfort is here for all the Lord's trusting people! The
Lord cares for them. He watches over them. He takes pleasure
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in them. "The salvation of the righteous is of the Lord: Re
is their strength in the time of trouble. And the Lord shall help
them, and deliver them: he shall deliver them from the wicked,
and save them, because they trust in Him" (Ps. xxxvii. 39, 40).
THE EDITOR.

EXPECTING A GLORIOUS DAY.
" But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should ove·rtake
you as a thief."-l THESSALONIANS v. 4.
"NOTHING know we of the season
When the world shall pass away;
But we know the saints have reason
To expect a glorious day;
When the Saviour will return,
And His people cease to mourn.
"While a careless world is sleeping,
Then it is the day will come;
Mirth shall then be turned to weeping ;
Sinners then must meet their doom;
But the people of the Lord
Shall obtain their bright reward.

.. 0 what sacred joys await them!
They shall see the Saviour then;
Those who now oppose and hate them,
Never can oppose again;
Brethren, let us think of this:
All is ours if we are His.
"Waiting for the Lord's returning,
Be it ours His Word to keep;
Let our lamps be always burning;
Let us watch while others sleep:
We're no longer of the night;
We are children of the light.
"Being of the favoured number,
Whom the Saviour calls His own,
'Tis not meet that we should slumber,
Nothing should be left undone :
This should be His people's aim:
Still to glorify His Name."
THOMAS KELLY.
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'Jilgtim 'Japers.
WELLSPRINGS.
" Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none
else: I am God, and there is none like Me. Declaring the end from
the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet
done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure."
-ISAIAH xlvi. 9, 10.

THESE becalming and strengthening words were dropped upon my
soul during the wakeful hours of a recent night (" darkness" that
might be " felt" within !), when the mind was greatly cast down and
very far from that" perfect peace" as a result of being stayed upon
Jehovah-Jesus. Be it acknowledged to one's shame. Like Peter,
when we begin to look down at the waves around and beneath us,
we are ready to sink with fear and dread. We look at the perplexing
cares and disquietudes which intrude upon our peace, the crooked
things and tangled skeins in the lives of God's children, the awful
activity of Satan in a world tossed to and fro like a ball, with the
nations thereof seething in unrest and dissatisfaction. We see an
unholy war sprung upon a defenceless people. We sorrow too over
the state of our beloved national Church given up to idolatry, and
over the heresies and pitfalls set for the ensnaring of the young; of
those of whom we could once say with the apostle, " ye did run well,
what doth hinder you ~" We note the love of many waxing cold;
the spirit of worldliness in the professing Church; the desecration of
the sabbath day, and a thousand such things which sadden and trouble
us. What a blessed contrast and uplift the words of our text gave,
whilst rebuking my sinful and perturbed mind, and which stood out in
gracious and bequieting contrast in the words of the infallible book
from the lips of Him Who cannot lie, and Whose will can never
miscarry. "My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure."
It was a love-ray from the eternal throne, a word indeed good, as
spoken in season, and the soul no longer " cast down" was rested
and helped once more to trust in the God Who is the " health" and
" help" of His people's countenance, and Whose faithfulness to
His Word has been and ever will be proved in the experience of every
one of Zion's pilgrims. The eye of faith fixes upon a throne steadfast
and immutable. The word of the King Who sits thereon has " all
power in heaven and earth." His faithfulness binds Him there as
in " a rainbow round about," reminding His exercised people of His
ancient Covenant promise. "He faileth not, neither is weary." He
is there to bring" mighty things to pass," and all for the good of His
own people. So that, whatever be the upheaval without or within,
the Word and the will of our God standeth fast for ever. "My
counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure."
There is a favourite hymn of Swain's, which says :-
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" Our sorrows in the scale 'He weighs
And measures out our pains;
The wildest storm His word obeys,
His word its rag,e restrains."
One word of our Jehovah-Jesus silences all our tumultuous passions
and brings the soul to rest and rejoice under the banner of her Lord
Who is indeed" King, be the earth never so unquiet." "My counsel
shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure." Well for you and me,
dear reader, when we can find our once restless and chafed spirits
resting there! It is our alone and solid ground for rejoicing, "the
counsel of the Lord" standing fixed and unchangeable against all
the circumstances and contrarieties of man. The sooner we lay our
burdens, sorrows, difficulties, and humblings down at His feet, and
submit our wayward wills and perplexed hearts to His disposal, the
better for us and our comfort and peace. Vl e shall thenceforward
find our delight in trusting His wisdom, love, and power which
overrule all our steps and experiences.
Up yonder in the glory, the Church triumphant unceasingly sing
praises to the Lord God Omnipotent Who reigneth. May we, in our
humbler measure echo that song, and rejoice in its solid and restful
truth.
"Rejoice, the Lord is King I
Your God and King adore!
Mortals, give thallks and sing,
And triumph ever more.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice
Rejoice, again I say rejoice,"
Oh! what rest it is when the soul is brought here! We read daily
of those in high places (and they must indeed be at their wits' end)
meeting in council, signing treaties and pacts, and looking to this
and that for their vain help, as they see their hopes crumbling to
pieces, unable to stem the tide of the unruly passions of man. Oh!
I say to the child of God, what a rest comes over the soul when we
see that "the Lord reigneth" and is "King over all the earth."
"His counsel shall stand," His counsel. Said the wise man in the
Proverbs, "There are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless
the counsel of the Lord, that shall stand" (xix. 21), and again, " There
is no wisdom nor understanding, nor counsel, against the Lord"
(xxi. 30).
It is when the soul has been brought thus to rest by the persuasive
drawings of the Holy Spirit that she recalls past mercies and favours
and encourages herself in God. "Remember," says our text, "the
former things." Dwell upon the history of God's faithful dealings
with His people of old, with His saints of all ages. Did He fail one
of them? Did He disappoint, even though He tarried till " the last
distressing hour"? Did He promise and not perform that promise?
Did Abraham, the father of the faithful, ever lose the sweetness of
that Mount Moriah interposition, or fail to prove Him ever after as
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his Jehovah-Jireh ~ Did Jacob ever come short of that promise
spoken to him while a fugitive and "alone" 1 Did he not step by
step, and year by year prove the strength and blessedness of it ~
" And behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither
thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not
leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of"
(Gen. xxviii. 15). Moses likewise, and Joshua, David, Daniel, and
all the saints of all ages have trod the appointed much-tribulated
path to the kingdom, and had cause to rejoice in the "Covenant
ordered in all things and sure," to recall to mind the former lovingkindnesses of their God and to testify that not one thing had failed
of all that He had promised. His own declaration is, "I am God,
and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like Me, declaring
the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that
are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do alll\'Iy
pleasure." His name is in it! His name is " Counsellor, the mighty
God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace." He is His people's
wisdom. He controls all their affairs in providence, He counsels
them in grace. He is supreme. There is none like Him. "For
who hath known the mind of the Lord 1 or who hath been His counsellor 1 " (Rom. xi:- 34).
" In earth and heaven and air and seas,
He executes His firm decrees;
And by His saints it stands confessed,
That what He does is ever best." (Beddome.)

He speaks with authority. His word is Divine and final. His every
act is stamped with omnipotence, but manifested in sweetest, tenderest
care for His poor, needy, defenceless children. For their sakes, He
declares, "My counsel shall stand." "Counsel is Mine" for their
sakes, and He has caused to be written for their sakes these" excellent
things in counsels and knowledge" (Prov. xxii. 20). Oh! be it our
wisdom to apply ourselves in all our crooked things and rough places
to the wisdom of God.
May we rest ourselves upon His omnipotence. "In everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your request be made
known unto God." Ask counsel and wisdom of your heavenly
Counsellor. He has promised to give wisdom and help and supply
all our need. Thus we shall find ourselves by enabling grace resting
where David, the man after God's own heart, rested in sacred joy and
holy confidence. "Thou shalt gnide me with Thy counsel, and
afterward receive me to glory."
It is because His compassions fail not that His children are not
consumed. He is pitying His fearing ones; He is sympathizing with
their grief; He knows and feels for their sorrows and is working all
these things that are for the present so "grievous," so bitter, so
humbling and perplexing, He is working all these, I say, by His own
Divine wisdom and counsel for their ultimate good and His glory.
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" His purposes shall ripen fast," and we shall one day have indeed
cause to admire the wonderful work of our God in all our present
and humbling experience.
A promise of His in this same chapter from which our text is taken
will assuredly be fulfilled to every one of His now needy children.
" And even to your old age I am He; and even to hoar hairs will
I carry you. I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and
will deliver you" (verse 4).
Oh, yes, bless Fis holy name. Our mighty Counsellor, Whose
" counsel shall stand," is our God for ever and ever. He will be our
Guide even unto death.
R.
"UNIVERSAL FATHERHOOD OF GOD, A LIE."
THE above words were chosen as the title of one of Spurgeon's
sermons. Sad to say the lie is still taught. In The Times of Oct. 11 th
last, it was announced that " Christian action in social problems is
to be considered at It mass meeting of Churchmen, to be held in the
Royal Albert Hall on the night of Nov. 5. The Archbishop of York
will preside." Those who are present at the meeting will be asked
"with the full approval of both Archbishops," to take a pledge in
which they solemnly declare their conviction that the continuance of
such social conditions "as deprive men, women, and children, for
whom Christ died, of the opportunity of full and useful lives, involves
sin against God, Who is the Father of us all " (Italics ours). We believe
that it is the bounden duty of God's people, as they have opportunity,
to "do good unto all men," especially unto them who are of the
" household of faith" (Gal. vi. 10), but that is no reason why we should
teach the unscriptural doctrine of the universal Fatherhood of God.
Our Lord said to the Jews, " If God were your Father, ye would love
Me," and later He said, "Ye are of your father the devil, and the
lusts of your father ye will do " (John viii. 42, 44). The words" Our
Father which art in heaven" were put by our Lord into the mouths
of His disciples. They alone are children of God. Sonship in God's
family appertains only to those who are born again, who have faith
in Christ, and who are indwelt by the Spirit. (See John i. 12, 13;
Gal. iii. 26; iv. 6; Rom. viii. 14-16.) If God is the Father of all
men without exception, then there can be no " children of the devil."
Yet the Apostle John speaks of two kinds of children. He says,
" In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the
devil" (1 John iii. 10).
The habit of picking out verses of Scripture away from their context
is the fruitful source of much of the erroneous teaching in the professing Church. We need to beware of saying what Scripture does not
say. The pledge above referred to concludes with the words, "We
pledge ourselves, both individually and through our parishes, to every
possible action that may secure for our fellows their birthright as the
chi"ldren of one Father" (Italics ours).
35
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THE SOVEREIGNTY OF DIVINE GRACE ASSERTED AND
ILLUSTRATED.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JOHN NEWTON IN
OLNEY CHURCH, A.D. 1767.
"Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in Thy sight."-MATTHEW xi. 26.

THAT the doctrine in the preceding verse is true in fact is sufficiently
evident from common obseryation. The greatest part of those whom
tbe world esteems wise and prudent, and all to a man who think
themselves so, pay but small regard to the truths of the Gospel. They
are hid from their eyes, and revealed to babes, to those whom they
despise on account of their ignorance and insignificance. And if a
few who are favoured with considerable advantages in point of genius,
education, or rank, do receive the truth in the love of it, they have
been at least taught that they are no better than babes, and are
glad to count all outward things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ .Tesus the Lord.
If we could give no other reason for this dispensation of grace than
that which is assigned in our text, it ought to be satisfactory; and
would be so, if it were not for the pride of our hearts. Surely that
which seems good in the sight of God must be holy, and wise, and
good in itself. How vain and presumptuous is blinded man, who
would dare to reply against his Maker, to charge His holiness with
injustice, His wisdom with mistake, His goodness with partiality!
All their vain cavils will be silenced at the great day, when the secrets
of all hearts are opened, and God will be justified when He condemns.
However, though we dare not venture too far into the depths of the
Divine counsels, yet, from the light He has afforded us in His Word,
we may in our feeble manner assert and prove that His ways are
just and equal; and besides the argument of His sovereignty, "that
so it has pleased Him," He has been pleased to favour us with some
of the reasons" why it has so pleased Him." And this is the subject
I propose to lead your meditations to from these words. May His
Spirit assist me, that I may not darken counsel by words without
knowledge.
Let us begin with inquiring, What might be His principal ends in
sending His Son into the world, that we might have life through Him ~
These I apprehend were chiefly two.
1. The redemption and complete salvation of all that believe. All
mankind are by nature in the same state of sin and misery. But we
are told that at the great day there will be an unspeakable difference
in the circumstances between some and others. Many will then stand
trembling at His left hand, to whom the King shall say, "Depart."
But those on the right hand will hear those joyful words, "Come, ye
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
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the foundation of the world." If you ask, To what is this difference
primarily owing 1 the answer is provided: "Jesus loved them, and
washed them from their sins in His Own blood; He redeemed them,
out of every nation, and people, and language; they came out of
great tribulation, and washed their robes, and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb: therefore are they before the throne." It
was then for their sakes, who should be hereafter found at the right
hand of God, that" God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made
under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption of sons."
2. But besides this, God had another and a still higher end in the
work of redemption, namely, the manifestation of His Own glory.
It was unspeakable love to us that He provided the means of salvation at all; and we cannot wonder, much less ought we to complain,
that in justice to Himself He appointed such means, and such a way,
as that all the praise and glory of the contrivance should in the end
redound to Himself alone. In order to this, it was necessary that the
following things should be manifested with the fullest evidence.
a. The greatness of man's depravity, guilt, and misery: that it
was not a small thing, but a case worthy the interposition of Almighty
power and infinite grace.
b. The utter insufficiency of man to relieve himself: that so God
might have the whole honour of his' recovery, and we might be for
ever debtors to His free undeserved mercy.
c. That whereas there are, to outward appearance, a great variety
of charaeters among mankind, it was necessary the dispensation of
His grace should be so conducted as to show that no case was too
hard for His power or too low and miserable for His compassion and
condescension.
Upon these grounds we may see something of His wisdom in the
methods He has appointed and in the subjects of His choice; why
it has seemed good in His sight, to hide these things from the wise
and prudent, and to reveal them unto babes; for such reasons as
these :a. To stain the pride of all human glory.
b. To exclude every pretence of boasting.
c. That there might be a ground of hope provided for the vilest
and meanest.
d. That the -salvation of believers might be sure, and not subject
to miscarry.
a. "The Lord of hosts hath purposed it, to stain the pride of all
human glory" (Isa. rnii. 9). How much men are disposed to admire
their own wisdom, learning, and fancied accomplishments, is sufficiently obvious. But now the pride of all this glory is stained, inasmuch as it is proved by experience to be utterly useless in the most
important concerns. One man has talents to rule a kingdom, but is
himself a slave to the vilest lusts and passions. Another has courage
to face death in a field of battle; yet, with regard to religion, is a
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mere coward: overawed by the feeble breath of the multitude, he is
both ashamed and afraid to practise what his conscience convinces
him is his duty. Another almost pretends to count the number of the
stars, and to call them all by their names; yet has no more thought
of the God that made the heavens and the earth, than the beasts
that perish. Another delights in books and languages which few
can understand but himself; nothing so false or foolish but he accounts
it worth his study, if it has but the stamp of antiquity to recommend it; only the Book of God (though much more ancient than
all his fables), because it may be read in plain English, is thrown by
as nnworthy his notice. Another, who professes to be Scripture-wise,
perverts the Scripture, and abuses his own reason, to establish the
most absurd errors, or to overturn the plainest truths. Another
amnses himself with setting forth the praises of virtue and morality,
while his own conduct furnishes a standing proof either of the weakness of his scheme or the insincerity of his heart. Time would fail
to recount all the achievements of these wise and prudent men. But
behold the pride of them all stained! In the midst of all their
acquisitions and inventions they are strangers to God, to themselves,
and to peace; they are without Christ and without hope; those
things which alone are of real importance are hid from their eyes.
Here the desperate depravity and deceitfulness of the heart are manifested to the glory of God; and it is clearly seen, that if He does
not interpose to save, men are wholly unable to save themselves.
b. To exclude boasting. "Where is boasting then 1 It is excluded."
As the Apostle speaks afterwards, "If Abraham were justified by
works, he hath whereof to glory" (Rom. iv. 2). So, if men were
saved, either in whole or in part, by their own wisdom and prudence,
they might in the same degree ascribe the glory and praise to themselves. They might say, My own power and wisdom gave me this;
and thus God would be robbed of the honour due to His Name.
But now this is prevented. The word of the Lord is, "Let
not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man
glory in his might; let not the rich man glory in his riches;
but let him that glorieth, glory in this, that he understandeth
and knoweth Me, that I am the Lord" (Jer. ix. 23, 24). For whatever outward advantages some may seem to possess, as to the things
of God, they stand altogether upon a level with the meanest. These
things cannot be understood by any sagacity on our parts, but must
be revealed by the Father of lights. What could be done in this
way, you may collect from St. Paul's representation in the first chapter
of his Epistle to the Romans. Many of the heathens were eminent
for wisdom and abilities, and made great proficiency in science; but
with regard to the knowledge of God, the result of all their researches
was error, superstition, and idolatry; professing themselves to be
wise, they became fools, and their disquisitions had no other effect
than to leave them without excuse. Their practice, as will always
be the case, was correspondent to their principles; and in the midst
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of a thousand refinements in theory, they were abandoned to the
grossest and most detestable vices. If it be said, These had not the
light of revelation, we may observe the same or similar effects where
the Gospel is known. With this superior light, men are still equally
vain in their imaginations; and though they do not pay an outward and formal worship to stocks and stones, they are gross idolaters:
for they serve, love, and trust the creature more than the Creator.
When there is a difference it is owing to grace, and grace is acknowledged. Such will readily say, "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us,
but unto Thy Name be the praise" (Ps. cxv. 1). Thus all pretence
to boasting is effectually excluded; and he that can glory upon good
grounds must glory only in the Lord.
If it should be supposed that this representation of things tends
to discourage a diligent and serious inquiry after truth, I answer,
When rightly understood, it will have just the contrary effect. What
can be more suited to excite diligence than to point out the method
in which it will assuredly be crowned with success ~ You cannot
succeed without the light and assistance of the Holy Spirit; but if
conscious of this, and aware of your own insufficiency, you will seek
His direction and guidance by humble prayer, it shall be afforded
you. If you know not this, you will certainly be wearied in the end
by repeated disappointments; but if you depend upon His teaching
and co-operation in the use of the means He has appointed, your
knowledge shall advance as the growing light.
c. This method of the Divine procedure opens a door of hope to
the vilest and the meanest. Let not any be cast down on account
of any peculiar incapacity or difficulty in their case. If none but
the wise and the learned, the rich, and those who are esteemed wellbehaved and virtuous, could be saved, or if these stood in a fairer
way for it than others, the greatest part of mankind might give up
hope and sit down in despair at once. But the case is exactly the
reverse. It is true, the persons I am speaking of are not the worse
for these distinctions, whenever they are sensible how vain and insufficient they are, and betake themselves as poor, helpless, miserable,
blind, and naked, to flee for refuge to the mercy of God in Christ.
But, alas! their supposed qualifications too often harden them to
reject the counsel of God against themselves. They think themselves
whole and therefore see not the necessity or value of the Physician.
You who are sensible, you have nothing of your own to trust to, take
encouragement; the Lord has suited His Gospel to your circumstances.
Are ye poor ~ The Lord Jesus Christ has sanctified the state of
poverty by taking it on Himself. He had not where to lay His head.
He will not therefore despise you on this account. Only pray that you
may likewise be poor in spirit. He looks through all outward distinctions, and often passes by a palace to make His presence and power
known in a mud-walled cottage. Perhaps He appointed this state in
mercy to your souls, that you might not be distracted with many
things, nor take up with a portion in this world. You cannot be in
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a lower or more afllicted state than Lazarus, who while he lay
neglected at the rich man's gate, oppressed with want, and full of
sores, was a child of God and the charge of angels.
Are you ignorant? If you cannot read, you miss indeed a considerable advantage which you might derive from the perusal of His good
Word, and I would wish you to attain it if practicable. If not, give
so much more diligent attention to the preaching of the Gospel;
entreat others to read the Scriptures to you. But especially pray.
The Lord can teach you without a book, and make up for every
defect. It is very possible for you to attain to know and love God,
to love your neighbour, to rejoice in Christ, to keep His precepts,
to be content with your station to live by faith, and to die with
comfort, though you cannot distinguish one letter from another.
The prophet Isaiah, in the prospect of Gospel times, gives a description of the way of salvation, which is peculiarly suited for your
comfort. "And a high way shall be there, and a way, and it shall
be called The way of holiness; the wayfaring men, though fools
shall not err therein" (Isa. xxxv. 8).
.
Have you been notorious open sinners? Then you are in the less
danger of trusting to your own righteousness. And as to the rest,
if you are sick of sin, if you sincerely desire to be freed, as well from
the power as from the guilt of it, you stand as fair for salvation as
the most sober and regular person upon the earth. St. Paul, speaking
to those who had been partakers of the saving grace of God, after
be had made an enumeration of the blackest sins which man can be
guilty of, adds, " And such were some of you: but ye are washed,
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified, in the Name of the Lord
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor. vi. ll).
d. In this way the salvation of believers is sure. If it depended
on any thing in man, it might miscarry. Man's boasted wisdom is
soon changed. A few hours of a fever, a small blow on the head,
may change a wise man into a fool. "But it is of grace, to the end
that the promise might be sure to all the seed" (Rom. iv. 6). Adam
had a stock of wisdom, yet when he was trusted with his own happiness, he could not preserve it. - But the second Adam is all-sufficient.
Our dependence is upon Him. To those who are babes He is wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification, and all that they want. If this concern
had been left to the wisdom of man, it is most probable that Christ
would have lived' and died in vain, without a single real disciple.
But now the dispensation of grace is in His hands, we are sure that
some will believe in Him; and we are likewise sure, that those who
truly do so shall never be ashamed of their hope.
Now, from what has been said.
1. Inquire what is the temper of your mind with regard to this
appointment. Our Lord rejoiced in it as the wise and holy ",-.ill, the
good "pleasure of His heavenly Father. If you are displeased at it,
is it not a proof that you have not the mind which was in Christ
Jesus? If God wills one thing, and you will another, where must the
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contention end 1 To what purpose, or with what pretence, can you
use that expression in the Lord's prayer, " Thy will be done," when
in effect your hearts rise with enmity against it 1 This is one topic
from whence we may confirm the declaration of Scripture, that man
by nature is not only a transgressor of the law, but an enemy, yea
enmity itself against God (Rom. viii. 7). They may pay some pro-fession of regard to the power that made the heavens and the earth,
the sea, and the fountains of water, while they worship they know
not what, according to their own vain and dark imaginations. But
the attributes and characters of God revealed in Scripture, His holiness,
justice, truth, and sovereignty, they cannot bear. They are enemies
to the declared strictness of His moral government, and enemies to
the methods by which He has proposed to communicate His grace.
But He is God, and who can control Him 1 vVho can say unto Him,
What hast Thou done 1 You must either submit to His golden sceptre
in time, or His rod of iron will fall upon you for ever.
2. Does it not appear from hence, that the doctrine of free sovereign
grace is rather an encouragement to awakened and broken-hearted
sinners than otherwise 1 If you are most unworthy of mercy, and
destitute of every plea, should you not be glad to hear that the Lord
does not expect worthiness in those whom He saves, but that He
Himself has provided the only plea which He will accept, and a plea
which cannot be over-ruled, the righteousness and mediation of His
well-beloved Son 1
SERMONETTE.
By THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
THE BROAD AND THE NARROW WAY.
" Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and lrroad is the
way, that leadeth to destruction, and rnany there be which go in
thereat: because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which
leadeth unto life,. andfew there be thatfind it."-MATTHEW vii. 13-14.
THE Lord Jesus in these words tells us that there are but two roads
on which all mankind are travelling to their eternal destiny-the broad
road upon which" many" are travelling, and which leads to destruction, and the narrow road on which "few" are walking, and which
leads to life. This should lead to very solemn thoughts, and to the
anxious inquiry, " On which road am I travelling 1 "
It will be noted that there are two " gates," or entrances, to the
two ways. The one is "straight" (or "narrow," R.V.), and so
difficult to pass through; and the other is wide, through which the
many pass. The former way too is "narrow" (R.V. "straitened,"
the two words being nearly synonymous), and the latter" broad."
All are, by nature, on the broad road, for" The carnal mind is enmity
against God" (Rom. viii. 7). Even God's true people, by nature,
were, "Dead in trespasses and sins: where in time past, they walked
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according to the course of this world" (Eph. ii. 1-2). It is natural to
love one's own way, and so it is written, "We have turned everyone
to his own way" (Isa. liii. 6). But," There is a way which seemeth
right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death" (Prov.
xiv. 12). "The wages of sin is death" (Rom. vi. 23).
The entrance of the way that leads to life is "narrow." Divine
grace and power is necessary in order that we may find it. The
Apostle Paul reminds the believing brethren at Colosse that God had
delivered them from the power of darkness and translated them into the
kingdom of His dear Son (Col. i. 13).
The road that leadeth to life eternal is straitened, or narrow. Satan
strives to keep men from it, and places many inducements for them
to walk along the broad path, such as self-gratification, and the pleasures
of the world.
Then, too, men are apt to think that the religion in which they
were brought up is the true religion, and that if they live up to it,
all will be well. The Anglican Church strongly denounces such an
idea in the eighteenth of her Thirty-nine Articles, "Of obtaining
eternal salvation only by the Name of Christ "-" They also are to be
had accursed that presume to say, That every man shall be saved by
the Law or Sect which he professeth, so that he be diligent to frame
his life according to that Law, and the light of Nature. For Holy
Scripture doth set out unto us only the Name of Jesus Christ, whereby
men must be saved." The entrance to the way of life is narrow.
The way of salvation is exclusive. "I am the door," said the Lord
Jesus Christ, and again, "I am the way . . . no man cometh unto
the Father but by Me" (John xiv. 6).
And so the Lord said to His disciples who listened to and received
His teaching, " Enter ye in at the strait gate"; and He says the same
to every anxious seeking soul, with the added assurance, " Seek, and
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: for everyone
that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him
that knocketh it shall be opened" (Matt. vii. 7-8).
"I WILL PRAISE THEE, 0 LORD."
WE generally assume, and I suppose correctly, that when, being in
prison, Paul and Silas "prayed and sang praises to God," the confidence that makes the one exercise a means of comfort, hope, and
strength, and the happy thankfulness that makes the other a delight
and an exhilaration, were with them as an outpouring for the Lord,
their own ever-present God. We read that they" prayed and sang
praises," and we believe it in the simplicity of the statement and
with the meaning that a child or a wayfaring man would attach to
it. God had shown them great and sore troubles; He visited them
with great grace, and presently delivered them with His great power.
I wonder in what psalm they sang their praises to God. Would it
be in the majesty of the sixty-eighth ~ "Let God arise . . . let the
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righteous be glad. . . . Extol Him that rideth upon the heavens.
o God, when Thou wentest forth before Thy people, the earth shook."
And just then the earthquake would set them free? Or would it be
the seventy-sixth, perhaps? "In Judah is God known, His Name
is great in Israel. . . . The stout hearted are spoiled, they have slept
their sleep," and at that moment the alarm of the jailer would wake
him, and" none of the men of might could find their hands." The
prisoners would not need then to have it urged upon them that " it
is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to show forth His
praise."
David said in Psalm xxxiv. 1, " I will bless the Lord at all times.
His praise shall continually be in my mouth." He felt like that
then. God had delivered him once more, and his heart was happy.
Yet if anyone did praise God at all times in spirit, if not in actual
words, it was David, whose confidence was such that in the middle
of the greatest calamities and perplexities he encouraged himself in
God. " Bring hither the ephod," he said. There was hope nowhere
else, but there was hope in God. Is not that praise? To look to
Him when all fails, to give Him the crown and the glory of all might,
majesty, and dominion, of all willingness, goodness, kindness, and
care 1 "Bring hither the ephod," and know that in the paleness of
decay there remains one Mediator between God and man, and that
with Him is all power in heaven and in earth.
It seemed to me one day, that as several of my interests appeared
to be in a low way, I would have of necessity to look up and praise
God and think of all the mercy and the mercies He had shown from
the beginning: great, various, and continual, tangible and intangible,
and rising above them all like the mountains of Ararat where the
Ark rested, this mercy, "He hath not dealt with us after our sins,
nor rewarded us according to our iniquities." It is an impregnable
fact that no praise of ours or thanksgiving can ever possibly or
adequately reach the height of the goodness shown to the poor objects
of His love, brought to us by the Lord Jesus, our Lord, and taught
us by the Spirit of love, of patience, and of consolation. Praise Him
in the heights, let the sea roar, that brings in morning and evening
a tide of His cleansing.
Poor Belshazzar! He praised his gods of silver and of gold, of
brass, iron, wood, and stone. Whatever he said, prayed or sang to
them, they heard not nor knew. Their countenances were unmoved
and immovable. There they stood until the destroyer came and
destroyed them. Poor creatures ourselves also, when, as we are apt
to do, we burn incense to our own net, but how rich in His wealth
when we know that" Not unto us but unto Thy Name give glory."
I ought to add for His kindness sake that I had been thinking these
things when I took up Dr. Hawker's Portions for Nov. 5th, morning.
It says, three or four lines down, " 0 record His praise."
His rewards are very wonderful, very tender, and very satisfying.
FOLLOWER-OK.
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"TRY WORD IS TRUTH."

" Thy Word is true from the be,qinning:"-PsALM

CXlX.

160.

IF reference be made to the marginal rendering of these words, it
will be observed that an equally correct translation of the original
Hebrew would be: "The beginning of Thy Word is true." It has
to be noticed that beyond the change ill the order in which the words
are arranged the only other difference is the exchange of the word
" from" to "of." Thus one translation is a little more comprehensive
than the other, but in substance the meaning of both is the same.
In many respects the marginal rendering of the Hebrew into English
is of great importance to-day, when so many attacks are being made
upon the Word of God.
If due consideration be given to the matter it will be seen that this
inspired statement, made by the psalmist, is a conclusive answer to
the doubts raised concerning the creation, and slays once for all the
" bogey" of evolution.
This God-given definite statement assures every believer (and only
such are entitled to be termed" Christians") that God's account of
His own work of creation is absolutely true and further that every
particular Re has recorded, concerning the first parents of the human
race, is correct >in every detail.
Thus the declaration "The beginning of Thy Word is true"
emphatically proves the history of the Fall, and the gradual departure
of man fro'm God until man's wickedness became so great that God
determined to " wash " wicked mankind from off the face of the earth.
This He did by the flood. God's true Word likewise establishes the
facts of the preaching of Noah-of the truth concerning the ark and
the preservation therein by God of Noah and Noah's family. God's
true Word furthermore proves that men and women have generally
been unwilling to take heed to either rebuke, warning, or judgment
from God,
After the flood mankind at larp:e quickly broke out into open
rebellion against God. Mankind refused the sure refuge typified by
the ark, and set itself to provide a shelter-vainly devised by its own
imagination, expecting thereby to protect itself from the wrath and
judgment of God. It set about to build Babel. Mankind desired to
make a " name" for itself (Gen. xi. 4), It has made such a namebut it is not one to glory in. What ground for boasting can there
be in earning from God the name or title of " a disobedient and gainsaying (or opposing) people" (Rom. x, 21) ~
The true Word of God in its very earliest pages deals with these
facts, and let it be observed that the fresh rebellion commenced at
Babel has continued to this very day. All the false religions that
are now, or that ever have been, are a repetition in substance of the
outbreak at Babel against God's lawful authority, Men and women
will not, as a rule, submit to God. They fear and dread God. They
know He is stronger than they and thus they seek to construct some
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imaginary defence for themselves. Not one of these schemes has
been, or ever can be, successful. If it be asked, "Why 1" the
answer is found in "the beginning of God's true Word" (Gen. xi. 7).
These schemes represent rebellion, and instead of securing a blessing
they are under God's condemnation and sooner or later all will be
brought to confusion, which is the meaning of the word" babel."
There is true harmony in the language of the people of God. They
desire not" to make a name" for themselves (Gen. xi. 4). They
know no other name whereby they may be saved, but His, \Vhose
name is a name above " every name that is named, not only in this
world, but also in that which is to come," and unto Him with united
voice they declare, "\Vorthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive
power and riches and wisdom and strength and honour and glory and
blessing," for He hath " loved us and washed us from our sins in His
own blood" (Acts iv. 12; Eph. i. 21; Rev. v. 12, 13; i. '5). There
is no "confusion "-no babel-in this language. It is the "pure
language" referred to by the prophet Zephaniah (iii. 9), that shall
be spoken "with one consent," when men and women really serve
the LORD. A foretaste of .that glorious time was given when, on the
day of Pentecost, every man heard the apostles preach the Gospel
" in his own language" (Acts ii. 6). There was no confusion. Every
man heard the wonderful works of God (or God's great work-the
work of the Lord Jesus) proclaimed in his own tongue. Th.us for
them" the confusion" of Babel was overcome.
The tower of Babel may have looked (and probably did look) very
attractive to its builders. They, no doubt, boasted of their success
in construction, as they witnessed the city and the tower gradually
grow in dimension. These must have seemed to promise a fulfilment
of all their hopes. It appeared as though they would indeed make
a name for themselves, but all their careful and complicated calculations were worked out without God. He was not in their thoughts,
except as One to be circumvented (Ps. x. 4). Man's wonderful structure
seems to have been nearing completion when God-Who had observed
all these rebellious efforts-put forth the marvellous and hitherto
unknown corrective-He sent confusion of tongues and man's work
had to stop.
God records these facts in " the beginning of His true Word" and
because by this Word He condemns all the modern builders of
" Babel," these builders reject that Word, even as the early builders
of literal Babel rejected the gracious God, Who saved Noah and his
family in the ark, when all the rest of mankind perished in open
rebellion.
It is self-evident that the builders of literal Babel promised them~elves and their supporters protection from any future judgment that
God might, in righteousness, bring upon the world. They made
their plans whilst leaving God out of their consideration. Hence
their" city and tower" proved to be " a refuge of lies," though they
imagined that they had" made a Covenant with death" (Isa. xxviii.
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15). God applied His" righteous plummet" to man's work. That
work was evil, and the" refuge of lies" was swept away (see Isa.
xxviii. 17).
As waters overflow the country in flood time, so this rebellious
people were" scattered abroad upon the face of all the earth" (Gen.
xi. 9), unable to understand one another's speech.
" All these things happened unto them for ensamples; and they are
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world (or last
age) are come" (1 Cor. x. 11).
If the builders of literal Babel escaped not when they rebelled against
God and rejected His Word and warnings, how shall we escape God's
holy wrath and indignation if we turn away from Him, Who is now
in heaven, and Who has confirmed all that is recorded in " the beginning
of God's true Word," and Who now speaks by that Word to all who
have ears to hear, even as He spake to the Jews when he was upon
this earth?
The whole of Scripture rests upon the foundation fact that "the
beginning of God's Word," in Genesis, "is true."
Each reader may rest absolutely sure that God's Word is unchangeably true and that safe alone are they" Who have fled for refuge to
lay hold upon the hope set before us . . . even Jesus" (Heb. vi.
P. 1. B.
18-20).
THE DIVINE SCHEME FOR PARDONING SIN.
" THIS is the scheme which is plainly and fully revealed to us in the
Word of God. Provision is made for pardoning men's sins and saving
their souls, through the vicarious sufferings and death of the one Who
was God and Man in one person, and Wilo voluntarily agreed to take
their place, and to suffer in their room and stead; thus satisfying
Divine justice, complying with the demands of the law by enduring
its penalty, and manifesting most fully the sinfulness and the danger
of sin. But this was done by God Himself, Who desired the salvation
of siuners, and determined to effect it; and Who, in consequence,
sent His Son into the world-to die in man's room and stead-Who
spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all. So that
here we have a scheme for pardoning and saving sinners which, from
its very nature, must be effectual, and which is not only in full accordance with the perfections of God, but most gloriously illustrates them
all. The apostle says expressly, 'that God set forth His Son to be
a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness,' or with a view to the demonstration of His righteousness; and
it is true that the shedding of Christ's blood as a propitiation, viewed
with reference to its necessity and proper nature, does declare God's
righteousness, or justice and holiness; while, viewed in its originating
motives and glorious results, it most fully declares God's marvellous
love to the children of men, and His determination to save sinners
with an everlasting salvation."- Principal Cunningham's " Historical
Theology," Vol. n, pp. 269-270.
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THE NECESSITY OF THE SPIRIT'S WORK.
By THE LATE BISHOP

J. C.

RYLE.

I AM not dealing with any mere speculative question in religion.
The matter lies at the very foundation of all saving Christianity.
Wrong about the Holy Ghost and His offices, we are wrong to all
eternity.
The necessity of the work of the Holy Ghost arises from the total
corruption of human nature. We are all by nature dead in sins.
However shrewd and clever and wise in the things of this world, we
are all dead towards God. The eyes of our understanding are blinded.
We see nothing aright. Our wills, affections, and inclinations are
alienated from Him Who made us. "The carnal mind is enmity
against God." We have neither faith, nor fear, nor love, nor holiness.
In short, left to ourselves, we should never be saved.
Without the Holy Ghost no man ever turns to God, repents, believes,
and obeys. Intellectual training and secular education alone make no
true Christians. Acquaintance with fine arts and science leads no
one to heaven. Pictures and statues never brought one soul to God.
They bind up no broken heart. They heal no wounded ('f)llscience.
The Greeks had their Zeuxis and Parrhasius, thp:r Phidias and
Praxiteles, masters as great in their day as ailY in modern times.
Yet the Greeks knew nothing of the way of peace with God. They
were sunk in gross idolatry. They bowed down to the works of their
own hands. The most zealous efforts of Ininisters alone make no
true Christians. The ablest Scriptural reasoning has no effect on the
Inind. The most fervent pulpit eloquence will not move the heart.
The naked truth alone will not lead the will. We Ininisters know
this well by painful experience. We see many a one sitting under
our pulpits year after year, and hearing hundreds of sermons, full
of Gospel truth, without the slightest result. We mark him year after
year, unaffected and unmoved by every Scriptural argument, cold
as the stones on which he treads as he enters our Church, unmoved
as the marble statue which adorns the tomb against the wall, dead
as the old dry oak of which his pew is made, feelingless as the painted
glass in the windows, through which the sun shines on his head.
And we learn by such cases as these that nothing will make a Christian
but the introduction into the heart of a new nature, a new principle,
and a seed from above.
What is it then that man needs ~ We need to be born again, and
this new birth we must receive of the Holy Ghost. The Spirit of life
must quicken us. The Spirit must renew us. The Spirit must take
away from us the heart of stone. The Spirit must put in us the
heart of flesh. A new act of creation must take place. A new being
must be called into existence. Without all this we cannot be saved.
Here lies the main part of our need of the Holy Ghost. "Except
a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God." No salvation without a new birth.
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Reader, dismiss from your mind for ever the common idea that
natural theology, moral suasion, logical arguments, or even an exhibition of Gospel truth, are sufficient of themselves to turn a sinner from
his sins, if once brought to bear upon him. It is a strong delusion.
They will not do so. The heart of man is far harder than you fancy.
The old Adam is much more strong than you suppose. The ships
which run aground at half-ebb, will never stir till the tide flows. The
heart of man will never look to Christ, repent, and believe, till the
Holy Ghost comes upon it. The same power which said at the beginning, '~Let there be light, and there was light," must work on our
dark nature, or we shall never rise to newness of life.
Without the work of the Holy Ghost no man could ever be fit to
dwell with God in another world. A fitness of some kind we must
have. The mere pardon of our sins would be a worthless gift, unless
accompanied by the gift of a new nature, a nature in harmony and in
tune with that of God Himself. We need a meetness for heaven as
well as a title for heaven, and this meetness we must receive from
the Holy Ghost. We must be made" partakers of the .Divine nature"
by the indwelling of the Holy Ghost. The Spirit must sanctify our
carnal natures and make them love spiritual things. The Spirit
must wean our affections from things below, and teach us to set
them on things above. The Spirit must bend our stubborn wills,
and teach them to be submissive to the will of God. The Spirit must
write again the law of God on our inward man, and put His fear within
us. The Spirit must transform us by the daily renewing of our minds,
and implant in us the image of Him Whose servants we profess to
be. Here lies the other great part of our need of the Holy Ghost's
work. We need sanctification no less than justification. "Without
holiness, no man shall see the Lord."
The love of sin must be taken from us, as well as the guilt of sin
removed. The desire of pleasing God must be implanted in us, as
well as the fear of God's judgment taken away. A love to holiness
must be engrafted, as well as a dread of punishment removed. Heaven
itself ·would be no heaven to us if we entered it without a new heart.
An eternal Sabbath, and th~ society of saints and angels, could give
us no happiness in heaven, unless the love of Sabbaths and of holy
company had been :first shed abroad in our hearts upon earth. Whether
men will hear or forbear, the man who enters heaven must have the
sanctification of the Spirit, as well as the ·sprinkling of the blood of
Jesus Christ.
I trust I have said enough to show you the absolute necessity of
the work of the Holy Ghost to the salvation of man's soul. Man's
utter inability to turn to God without the Spirit, man's utter unmeetness for the joys of heaven, without the Spirit, are two great foundation stones in revealed religion, which ought to be always deeply
rooted in a Christian's mind. Rightly understood, they will lead to
one conclusion, "Without the Spirit no salvation! "
Would you like to know the reason why we who preach the Gospel

The Gospel Magazine

535

preach so often about conversion? We do it because of the necessities
of men's souls. We do it because we see plainly, from the Word of
God, that nothing short of a thorough change of heart will ever meet
the exigencies of your case. Your case is naturally desperate. Your
danger is great. You need not only the atonement of Jesus Christ,
but the quickening, sanctifying work of the Holy Ghost, to make
you a true Christian and deliver you from hell. My heart's desire
and prayer to God is that you may be saved. But I know that none
enter heaven without a heart to enjoy heaven, and that heart we
must receive from God's Spirit.
Shall I tell you plainly the reason why some receive these truths
so coldly, and are so little affected by them? You hear us listless
and unconcerned. You think us extreme and extravagant in our
statements. And why is this? It is just because you do not see
or know the disease of your own soul. You are not aware of your
own sinfulness and weakness. Low and inadequate views of your
spiritual disease are sure to be accompanied by low and inadequate
views of the remedy provided in the Gospel. What shall I say to
you? I can only say, "The Lord awaken you! The Lord have
mercy on your soul!" The day may come when the scales shall fall
fr'lm your eyes, when old things shall pass away, and all things
become new. And in that day I foretell and forewarn you confidently
1hat the first truth you will grasp, next to the work of Christ, will
be the absolute necessity of the work of the Holy Ghost.
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" GOD be merciful to me a sinner, and give me, for His infinite mercy's
sake, an humble, thankful, and resigned heart. Truly I am viler
than the vilest, and stand amazed at His employing such a wretch
as I am."-George Whitefield.
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"KATIE BRIGHTSIDE."
was a little girl who was very fond of reading, and who would
have spent all day long doing nothing else if she had been allowed.
She would often hide herself away in a dark corner behind the sofa,
so that she might lose herself in her book, undisturbed by other
claims. One Christmas time, when she was about eight or nine, a
kind friend gave her a book called Katie Brightside. It was a little
red book with gilt lettering on the outside, and it contained the story
of two little sisters, Katie and Mabel. Katie was a nice little girl,
with a great many virtues; she was always cheerful and smiling,
ready to make the best of things; she was ready to help her mother
by running the errands or minding the baby; and you could always
count on her being obedient, kind, and unselfish. In fact, it seemed
to Anne that Katie never did anything wrong at all. But with Mabel
it was very different; Mabel was cross and sulky and bad tempered;
she was vain and conceited; she never got up in time for breakfast,
and if ever anybody asked for her help, she always made out that
she had other more important things to do. In short, she was a
thoroughly unpleasant little girl, and the very opposite of her
sister.
Now Anne seized upon f{atie Brightside and read it with her usual
eagerness; in fact, she read it half-a-dozen times and more perhaps.
But she did not really enjoy it, and if ever any of the rest of the
family noticed the book she always felt very uncomfortable and hoped
that nobody else would read it. And the reason for this was that
she had at once discovered a strong resemblance between herself and
the naughty Mabel, and she felt sure that the likeness would at once
be obvious to anyone who read the book, so that the others would
be crying out, " Why, Mabel is exactly like Anne ! " or " What a good
thing it would be if Anne was more like Katie! "
You see, the little red book had aroused Annie's conscience; she
knew that she was always d.oing wrong things, and not only that,
but that her whole disposition and character were wrong, and the
promptings of her awakened conscience made her very anxious and
uneasy. You must know the feeling quite well yourself; perhaps
you have been going on very comfortably in your usual ways, making
excuses for yourself and thinking that little sins don't really matter
very much and that you are fairly good on the whole. Then something happens to awaken your conscience, and you hear its voice
accusing you.
Everybody has a conscience which forces itself to be heard at times,
but many people refuse to listen and try to stifle the voice of conscience
by quickly turning their attention to something else. The oftener
they do this, the quieter conscience becomes, so that they are like
the unbelievers of whom Paul spoke when he described them as
A~NE
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" having their conscience seared with a hot iron." That is, the conscience has become less sensitive, just as when the tips of your fingers
are scorched, they no longer have the same delicate sense of feeling.
It is an awful thing to refuse to hear the call of conscience.
But Paul in several of his Epistles referred to another kind of
conscience--the good or pure conscience. Oh, what a happiness it
is to have a good conscience, one void of offence! It is the great
essential to true contentment. With an evil conscience, you would
be miserable though you were in a king's palace, surrounded by every
luxury; but the poorest of men may be happy lif he has a good
conscience. For to have this is to have a mind at rest, and to be
at peace' with God.
What, then, makes the difference between a good conscience and
all evil one ~ It is the precious blood of Christ, Who bore the sins
of His people so that His righteousness might be put to their account;
His blood can purge the conscience, as it says in Hebrews ix. 14, and
if our hearts are sprinkled with His blood from an evil conscience,
we can draw near to God in full assurance of faith.
DAMARIS.

I

"GOD ALONE CAN GIVE LIFE."
"THE earth, as we all know, never brings forth corn of itself. It
is the mother of weeds, but not of wheat. The hand of man must
plough it, and scatter the seed, or else there would never be a harvest.
"The heart of man, in like manner, will never of itself turn to God,
repent, believe, and obey. It is utterly barren of grace. It is entirely
dead towards God, and unable to give itself spiritual life. The Son
of man must break it up by His Spirit, and give it a new nature. He
must scatter over it, by the hand of His labouring ministers, the
good seed of the Word.
Let us mark this truth well. Grace in the heart of man is an exotic.
It is a new principle from without, sent down from heaven and implanted
in his soul. Left to himself, no man living would ever seek God.
And yet in communicating grace, _God ordinarily works by means.
To despise the instrumentality of teachers and preachers, is to expect
corn where no seed has been sown." . . .

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

"Let us mark this truth also, for it is deeply instructive. It is
humbling no doubt to ministers, and teachers of others. The highest
abilities, the most powerful preaching, the most diligent working,
cannot command success. God alone can give life. But it is a truth,
at the same time, which supplies an admirable antidote to overcarefulness and despondency. Our principal work is to sow the
seed. That done, we may wait with faith and patience for the result.
, We may sleep, and rise night and day,' and leave our work with the
Lord. He alone can, and, if He thinks fit, He will give success."(Bishop J. C. Ryle's " Expositmy Thoughts on Mark," pp. 73, 75.)
36
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MR. C. H. SECCOMBE, OF HARROW.
WE deeply regret to have to record the very sudden death of Mr.
C. H. Seccombe, of Harrow. On Sunday evening, Oct. 20th, he took
a meeting, preached with power, sat down, and died almost immediately in his chair. One of our readers says that he " passed away to
be with Christ ' which is far better.' "
Mr. Seccombe was a highly-respected deacon of Highgate Road
Chapel, London. For many years we have met him at gatherings in
London, and we had formed a very high estimate of his Christian
character. The grace of humility seemed to us to be a marked feature
of his character. He used tQ live in the neighbourhood of Highgate
Road Chapel, but moved to Harrow in the hope of being cured of
insomnia. He has been a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for many
years. One who was very intimate with bim says, " He will be much
missed in many ways and by a large circle."
The startling suddenness of His home-call must have greatly shocked
his wife, family, and other relatives, but for him it was a beautiful
and wonderful experience, to be one moment bearing testimony to
Gospel truth, and the next with his Lord and Saviour in heavenly
blessedness.
Our warm, tender, and prayerful sympathy goes out to Mrs.
Seccombe and family. "As one whom his mother comforteth, so
will I comfort you" (Isa. lxvi. 13).
Since writing the above we have received a letter from one of our
readers who had known Mr. Seccombe for a long period. He speaks
of him as, " A man of prayer, pl~asant to work with yet unbending
where God's truth was concerned; a man of more than usual intelligence, yet very humble; of a conscientiousness altogether rare; a FAITHFUL worker at ALL times, and a valuable helper in emergencies, whether
business or personal; nearly always at liberty when called upon."
The grace of God made him what he was, and by the same grace he
is now with his Lord and Saviour. His last message was hased on
" The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ," etc. (2 Cor. viii. 9). Following
upon his address, he gave out Hart's hymn, " Come, ye sinners, poor
and wretched," and then he went to Him Who" ready stands to save"
all His people who come to Him.

LOOKING UP.
MANY years ago the Rev. James Ormiston, the former highly-esteemed
Editor of this Magazine, came to preach at Kensington Episcopal
Chapel, Bath. Mrs. Houghton asked him about his health, and
his answer was, cc. Not very well; but I'm loolcing up, and He is looking
down."
..,
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BUNYAN AND THE POPE.
"Now I saw in my dream tbat at the end of tbe valley (i.e., the valley
of the shadow of death) lay blood, bones, ashes, and mangled bodies
of men, even of pilgrims that had gone this way formerly; and while
[ was musing what sbould be the reason, I espied a little before me a
ca ve, where two giants, Pope and Pagan, dwelt in old times, by whose
power and tyranny the men, wbose bones, blood, ashes, etc., lay
there, were cruelly put to death. But by tbis place Christian went
without danger, whereat I somewhat wondered; but I have learnt
since, tbat Pagan had been dead many a day; and as for the other
though he be yet alive, he is by reason of age, and also of the many
shrewd brushes that he met with in his younger days, grown so crazy
and stiff in his joints, tbat he can now do little more tban sit in his
cave's moutb, grinning at pilgrims as tbey go by, and biting his nails
because be cannot come at tbem.
"So I saw that Christian went on his way; yet, at the sight of the
old man tbat sat at the mouth of tbe cave, be could not tell what to
tbink, especially because be spoke to him, tbough he could not go
after him, saying' You will never mend till more of you be lYllrnt.' But
he held his peace, and set a good face on it; and so went by, and catched
no hurt."
W. Mason, who was at one time Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
bas some notes on the above in one of the editions of Pilgrim's Progress.
He says: "Pagan darkness has been expelled from our land by the
light of the glorious Gospel. ROInish superstition and idolatry, and
all the corrupt doctrines of that Church, with the Pope's power and
supremacy, are abolished by the blessed Reformation. Oh, may we
Protestants see our great mercies, be truly thankful to God for them, and
study to walk worthy of them.
"Our scene is cbanged from Popish persecution into heathenish
infidelity. Though in this day we are in no danger of being burnt
for the faith of Christ; yet we are exposed to cruel mockings from
infidels and profane men, who despise revelation and set at nought
the glorious Gospel of the grace of God, and tbe way of salvation by
our precious Christ. His pilgrims are esteemed fools and madmen,
by the great, the wise, and the learned of this world, though these
are the greatest fools in the sight of God."
Mr. Mason was contemporary with Whitefield and Romaine. He
died in 1791.
His remarks in view of Modernism right well be applied to the
present. Bunyan's remarks about the helplessness of the Pope in
England in bis day had reference to his incapacity to injure Protestant
Christians in this country. For this we may well tbank God.
There has been some criticism recently in regard to the failure of
the Pope to condemn Mussolini in his cruel action against Abyssinia,
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and it is a remarkable thing that the Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Westminster, in an address at the Church of St. Edward the Confessor,
Golder's Green, London, should say, "What can the Pope do to prevent
this or any other war ~ He is a helpless old man with a small police
force to guard himself, to guard the priceless treasures of the Vatican,
and to protect his diminutive State, which ensures his due independence
in the exercise of his universal right and duty to teach and to guide
his followers of all races" (The Times, Oct. 14th). To many people
the Pope is helpless because he is afraid of the dictator Mussolini.
He is afraid to denounce sin lest he might have to suffer himself at
the hands of Mussolini. Even the Church Times remarks, "The
Pope is ' a helpless old man with a small police-force to guard himself,
to guard the priceless treasures of the Vatican.' Here indeed is the
nemesis of temporal power-Christ's Viceregent on earth, a timid old
man fearful of his life and his treasure-terrorized into silence by
wickedness in high places! " (Church Times, Oct. 18th, p. 415).
In times gone by the Popes have encouraged the burning and the
massacre of heretics, but it is evident that the present Pope would
not risk his own life in the cause of great moral principles. He is
confessedly "a helpless old man," afraid of consequences. There
can be no doubt that wherever Rome has full sway, liberty of conscience
will not be tolerated. While thanking God for our priceless liberties
in this country we cannot but deplore the advance of Romanism in
the Church of England.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIE1\TD SOCIETY.
AT the present time, there are 1060 pensioners on the books of the
Society. These are aged Christians whose means are very scanty,
and many of them say they do not know what they would do if it
were not for the regular amount they receive from the Society. Some
of our valued helpers have passed away, and the Committee will
welcome the assistance of new friends who may find joy in ministering
to these saints.
Various Sales of Work have been held during past weeks, and
others are to be held, and to all who in any way have contributed
to these the Committee tender sincere thanks.
A well-attended meeting was held on Oct. 16th, in the Church Hall
of St. Paul's Church, Bexhill, which was presided over by Mr.
McCandlish, in the absence of the Incumbent, Rev. Donald Thompson.
The Rev. A. Tobitt offered prayer, and Mr. Harrow read the Scriptures. The Chairman, in a brief address, referred to the Christ-like
character of the work of the Society, which was followed by an
address by the Secretary on the rise and progress of the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society; the Rev. John Daniel spoke on the family character
of the Society.
On Oct. 23rd the Annual Sale of Work and Meeting of the Eastbourne
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Auxiliary took place at Grove Road Chapel. The evening meeting
was presided over by the Pastor, Rev. H. Popham, and addresses
were given by P. Wakeley, Esq., and the Secretary, and also by the
local Hon. Treasurer and Hon. Secretary.
On Dec. 4th the Annual Sale of Work will be held at Horley, and
on Dec. 5th the Sale of V{ork at Croydon. A meeting will be held
in the evening of Dec. 12th in the Old Baptist Chapel, Guildford.

4ltorresponbrnct.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We were deeply grieved to hear of the deep sorrow
our dear friend, Rev. A. J. Day, has passed through in the loss of
his wife. To her it is glorious, basking in the sunshine of her beloved
Saviour. May the Lord comfort His dear servant the little while he
remains in this wilderness.
The following letter cheered me much: "Please find enclosed
£3, 30s. for Gospel Book Mission and 30s. for your own personal
use. Your good work I have always admired, and many a time
wished to send a little help. The great day alone will reveal
the fruit. Very sorry to hear from GOSPEL MAGAZINE that you
are far from well. May the blessing of Ashur be yours. With best
wishes from a North Scotland GOSPEL MAGAZINE reader." Very
gratefully do I thank our anonymous friend for this kind help which
is so useful. May I also enclose the aIlIlual letter of Dr. Alexander
which he has given me permision to copy. "The Accounts which
I have scrutinized show, as you point out, that the Mission has received
-not less-but rather more than in the previous year. Your friends,
moreover, have in large measure remembered your personal needs.
They have not seen, as I have seen, under what infirmity you bear
up in the work and ignore the strokes of ill-health. The forthcoming
year, we must all hope, will bring you a sufficiency of supply, and
enable you to hold on your way. I can remember that my father
made all his children learn the 107th Psalm. Dr. Watts applied
the same psalm to the Colonies of New England, and made a prayer
for those who cross the separating seas and reap the fruits of the Gospel.
And we, as for ourselves, so also for our contrymen ' abroad on their
lawful occasions' wish that God's name be hallowed where they go.
Sincerely yours, David A. Alexander." Books for Christmas should
be sent us early.
Yours to serve by His grace,
"-.-21, Firfield Street, TotlerdoliJn,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4, November, 1935.

The Gospel Magazine

Jltebi£ms ani! jtotius of lSooas.
GOLDEN TREASURE: TALKS WITH YOUNG PEOPLE. By the late
Mrs. Houghton. Pp. 264. Price 2/6; by post 2/9. (Mr. B. S.
Taylor, GOSPEL MAGAZINE Office, 23, Bedford Street, Strand,
London, W.C.2, and through all booksellers.)
A review of this volume which appeared in The Evangelical Quarterly
for Oct. 15th last says, "The teaching which it offers to the rising
generation is marked by breadth, variety, and balance. The style
is clear and simple, and illustrations are drawn from a wide field and
deftly woven into the narrative. Considerable skill is shown in the
approach made to the youthful mind."
" The prevailing plan of the authoress is to trace the connections
of a Bible phrase or episode with other parts of the Bible and to strike
out pointed and interesting lessons. And this 'concordance method'
does not become mechanical in her hands but really helps to unlock
the treasures and demonstrate the charm of Scripture."
"Commonplace incidents are made pegs for useful teaching, and
quite solid or complicated doctrines of Scripture-like justification
or the resurrection-are brought well within the compass of the
youthful minds. It is no small matter that these addresses contrive
to avoid the triviality that merely tickles and the heaviness that makes
11ard going."
" At times the Protestant note is clearly sounded, and the Foreign
Field, in its lights and shadows, is never long out of sight.... Certainly
what falls to be strongly underlined in this book is the thoroughgoing
loyalty to the Bible that is displayed. The great verities of the faith
are made known with no bated breath, and we hear constantly of sin
and redemption. Those who are in contact with present-day religious
literature for the young know how hard it is to discover in this field
much that is not marred with mischievous remarks suggesting the
unreliability of the Bible record, and a wily perversion' or avoidance
of the vital things of Divine truth. It is matter for devout gratitude
that Mrs. Houghton was above twisting the facts in the hope of lending
"- colour and interest to the lesson.... It must not be left unsaid that
throughout these pages there shines the spiritual knowledge and beautiful Christian spirit of the writer. This volume will be specially useful
to all workers among the youth of the day, and can be profitably put
into the hands of the young people themselves."
" BEGINNING AT MOSES." By William Wileman. Pp. 16. Price Id.
(From the author, 41, Marlborough Road, Wimbledon Park,
London, S.W.19.)
We warmly commend this excellent, clearly-written, and timely
pamphlet. It defends the Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch, the
infallibility of the Bible, and the fallacy of evolution.
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THE ITALO-AnYSSINIAN CRISIS AND THE REVIVAL OF THE ROMAN
EMPIRE. By George H. Fromow. Pp. 40. Price 6d.; 4/6
a dozen. (Robert Stockwell, 5-7, Baden Place, Borough, London,
S.Kl, or The Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony. Sec., Mr.
G. H. Fromow, 6, Cedars Road, Chiswick, London, WA.)
This is a timely, deeply-interesting and instructive pamphlet. It
indicates much thoughtful study of prophetic Scripture and wide
and careful reading. Whatever view of prophecy is taken the reading
of this pamphlet should prove helpful. The references to Abyssinia
are remarkable and give reasons why Mussolini " must surely fail to
achieve his objectives." We give a quotation from pp. 12 and 13
on the apostasy in Christendom. "Darkness deepens. . . . The pace
of apostasy is amazingly alanning! But, thank God, Christendom
is not utterly antichristian as yet. The great 'creeds' and 'compassions of faith' are not wholly surrendered and abandoned. There
is a remnant who earnestly contend for the faith once for all delivered' ;
there are the ' elect who cry day and night unto Him'; there are
a few who sigh and cry for the abominations done in the land. Would
to God they were more united in the truth! Every now and again
some voice is raised-in perhaps an unexpected quarter-as a protest
against error, or a rallying call for the truth, seeking out the' old paths.'
Those who most earnestly watch, and warn against error, would have
a keen eye to descry the movements of the seeking soul, the bleating
sheep, and crying lamb. . .. Our Lord is still saying, ' Other sheep I
have, them also I MUST bring.' "
There can he no doubt that the present war is developing in some
way the purposes of God and leading on to the end of the age. Behind
the dictators and rulers of the world is the power of Him Who worketh
all things after the counsel of His own will. We commend this pamphlet
to the attention of our readers.

/

THE LURE OF ROME. By John Bond. Pp. 80. Price 6d., postage Id.
(The Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London,
KCA.)
.
The preface to this ably-written and informative pamphlet asks,
"What happens to Protestants who make their journey to Rome,
either literally or figuratively ~ Do they find their hearts desire at
the feet of the 'sovereign pontiff' ~" A clear and forceful answer
to this question is given in this pamphlet. With brief intervals the
author has lived in Rome for more than sixteen years. He therefore
knows from first-hand knowledge what Rome is. He has also recorded
the terrible experiences of a clerical convert which he heard from
his ~wn lips.
The history of Romanism, as given by the author, is sad and
appalling in the extreme. Rome is shown in her true colours. This
is a valuable addition to The Protestant Truth Society's Sixpenny
'
Library.
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PEACE AND TRUTH. Price 3d. (Sovereign Grace Union, 31, Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.)
This quarterly organ of the Sovereign Grace Union is an exceptionally informative and useful number. It is devoted to the bi0entenary
of the Evangelical Revival. The Revival in Scotland is dealt with
by the Rev. Principal Macleod, D.D.; that in Wales by the Rev.
Jolm Thickens; that in Ireland by the Rev. N. D. Emerson, M.A.,
LL.B., Ph.D., and a more general article occupies the opening pages.
John Cennick writes on "The Two Covenants," and Whitefield's
sermon on "Christ our Righteousness" occupies nearly ten pages.

KNIT TOGETHER. By Miss E. Wheeler. Pp. 113. Price 1/-.
(C.S.S.M., 5, Wigmore Street, London, W.!.)
Tbe title" Knit Together" is evidently intended to denote that the
Old and the New Testaments are knit together. You cannot understand the New Testament without the Old. As Dr. Saphir says,
" You cannot read the' New Testament' without using the' Old ' as
a dictionary." The one explains the other. This excellent volume
is designed to show" the essential place of the Old Testament in the
various Books of the New Testament." It is intended specially for
Bible Class leaders.
In ten sections the author groups together in an interesting manner
most of the quotations from the Old Testament which are found in
the New.
Any leader who would take the trouble to go through this volume
with his Bible Class would probably be convinced: (1) That the New
Testament is very largely based on the Old Testament; (2) That
all the New Testament writers believed fully in the plenary inspiration of the Old Testament; (3) That the Old Testament is full of
Gospel truth; and (4) That the Bible is its own best interpreter.
The writing of this book has meant an immense amount of careful
Biblical study and might prQfitably be made the basis of a lengthy
series of Bible expositions.

END OF VOLUME LXX.-NEW SERIES.
./"'
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