THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
U

U COMFORT YE, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE, SAITH YOUR GOD."
EYDEAVOURlNO TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PEACE!'
.. .msua OHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDAY, AND TO-DAY, AND FOR EVER."

No. 852,

}

NEW SERIES.

f

DECEMBER, 1936.

No. 2052,

lOLD SERIES.

m:be jfamtl!? Uortion;
OR,
H

WORDS 01' SpmITUAL

CAUTION,

COUNSEL,

AND

COMFORT.

Who comforteth US in all our tribulatioD, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COlU~"Tm.ANS i. 4.

THE BRIDEGROOM.

" He that hath the Bride is the BRIDEGROOM."-JOHN iii. 29.
SOME of the disciples of John the Baptist were concerned that
John's congregation was diminishing, and CHRIST'S was increasing.
They said to John, "Rabbi, He that was with thee beyond
Jordan, to Whom thou barest witness, behold, the Same baptizeth,
and all men come unto Him." John replied, " A man can receive
nothing, except it be given him from heaven. Ye yourselves
bear me witness, that I said, I am not the CHRIST, but I am sent
before Him. He that hath the Bride is the BRIDEGROOM . . . He
must increase, but I must decrease." CHRIST, said John, in effect,
is the BRIDEGROOM, and it is only fitting that He should have
the Bride, or in other words, that His chosen ones should be
gathered out from the multitudes who flocked to hear Him. Our
LORD frequently likens Himself -to a bridegroom. "Can the
children of the bride-chamber mourn," He said, "while the bridegroom is with them?" In the Parable of the King who made
a Marriage for his Son, the same figure is employed. So also in
the Parable of the Ten Virgins. (See Matt. ix. 15; xxii. 2;
xxv. 1-10.) The Apostle Paul uses the same figure when he says,
"I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you
as a chaste virgin to CHRIST" (2 Cor. xi. 2). In the Epistle to
the Ephesians he beautifully develops the thought that CHRIST
is the BRIDEGROOM of the Church (Eph. v. 23-32). The marriage
of the LAMB, the great BRIDEGROOM of the Church, is also prominent
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in the Revelation (Rev. xix. 7-9; xxi. 2, 9; xxii. 17). It is a
beautiful thought that marriage is intended to typify the close
and intimate union which exists between CHRIST and His Church.
Let us think briefly on CHRIST as the BRIDEGROOM.
1. First, as the BRIDEGROOM He is lull 01 love to His people.
He has loved them with an everlasting love. Long before they
loved Him, He loved them. Before they had any being they
were in His mind, and in His heart, and were inscribed in His
Book of Life. A bridegroom is overpoweringly drawn in love to
her whom he desires to become his bride, and as a husband is
bidden to love his wife, so "CHRIST also loved the Church, and
gave Himself for it" (Eph. v. 25). The love of CHRIST for His
Bride passes our full knowledge. Its breadth and length, and
depth and height, are too vast for us fully to know. No husband
loves his wife so fully and immeasurably as CHRIST loves His
Church.
2. As the BRIDEGROOM He ohose Ht's people.
It is fully conceded that a man may and should choose his own
wife. No fault is found with him for selecting one amongst many
women whom he knows, to be united with him in the closest of
earthly fellowships. The doctrine, however, that the Divine
BRIDEGROOM should elect those whom He intends to become His
Bride is often found fault with and rejected. Yet this precious
truth is plainly taught in Scripture. CHRIST'S people were" chosen
in Him before the foundation of the world." The FATHER chose
them, and the SON, as one with the FATHER, fully acquiesced in
the choice. "Ye," He says, "have not chosen Me, but I have
chosen you . . . I have chpsen you out of the world" (John
xv. 16, 19). The bride is happy because her bridegroom loves
her, and has chosen her to be his own. Peculiar joy fills her
heart at the knowledge that another loves her, and has selected
her to be his. So the people of GOD are filled \vith peculiar joy
when they realize CHRIST'S eternal love for them, and His choice
of them to be His own people.
"Chosen of Thee ere time began,
I choose Thee in return,"
Let us who are His people delight in the thought that He loves
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us, and that He hath from all eternity chosen us to be united
to Himself in a union which will never be broken.
3. Thirdly, as the BRIDEGROOM He suffered for His people.
What will not a true bridegroom do for his bride ~ CHRIST
loved His people and gave Himself for them. Their sins deserved
eternal death, but He died for them. He bare their sins in His
Own body on the tree. His love for them was such that He laid
down His life for them. He redeemed them from the curse which
they deserved, being made a curse for them. Who can fathom
the love of the Divine BRIDEGROOM for the Bride of His choice ~
Not one.
" See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown ? "
4. Fourthly, as the BRIDEGROOM He cares for His people.
Speaking of the love of husbands for their wives, the Apostle
says, "He that loveth his wife, loveth himself. For no man ever
yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even
as the LORD the Church. For we are members of His body, of His
flesh, and of His bones." Of a man and his wife it is written
"they two are one flesh." So CHRIST and His people are one.
No man ever yet hated his own flesh, but he nourishes and cherishes
his own body. CHRIST'S people are members of His mystical
body. They are part of Himself. Hence He nourishes and
cherishes them. They are all precious to Him. He delights in
them. They are the objects of His tender care. He provides for
them, and loves them with an abiding and an unchanging love.
Moreover, He is the LORD, MASTER, and BRIDEGROOM of all His
people, dead or living. " Whether we live therefore, or die, we are
the LORD'S" (Rom. xiv. 8, 9). Does not this prove that He
nourishes and cherishes our loved ones who are now with Him in
heaven ~ We can no longer nourish and cherish them, much as
we would desire to do. But He nourishes, cherishes, and cares
for them. May we not cheerfully, then, leave them in His hands,
fully assured of their unspeakable blessedness ~
5. Fifthly, as the BRIDEGROOM He is coming for His Bride.
The consummation of the marriage is yet to take place. He is
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to present His Bride to Himself without spot, or wrinkle, or any
such thing. The marriage of the LAMB will in due time come.
To this end the great BRIDEGROOM will come to fetch His Bride.
He has gone to prepare a place for her, but He says, " I will come
again and receive you unto Myself, that where I am, there ye may
be also." There will be no breach of promise with Him. He is
indeed faithful to the object of His love and choice. The Bride
is His by gift and by purchase, and He will not be content till
He receives her to Himself to be for ever with Him in glory.
Then "as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy
GOD rejoice over thee" (Isa. lxii. 5). "He will rejoice over thee
with joy; He will rest in His love, He will joy over thee with
singing" (Zeph. iii. 17). Think of it, the great BRIDEGROOM
rejoicing over such sinners as we are.
" Bride of the LAMB! awake, awake!
Why sleep for sorrow now?
The hope of glory, CHRIST is thine,
A child of glory thou!
" Thy spirit through the lonely night,
From earthly joys apart,
Hath sighed for One that's far away,
The BRIDEGROOM of thy heart.
" He comes! for oh, His yearning heart
No more can bear delay,
To scenes of full umningled joy
To call His Bride away.
" Then weep no more; 'tis all thine own,
His crown,. His joy Divine;
And sweeter far than all beside,
He, He Himself is thine! "
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Fer'ry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

" IF thou hast never had a sick soul for sin it is a token that Christ
and His Word have never had any work in you; it is a token, if it
be so, that as yet we are God's rebels; and woe is to them for evermore who are in that case, and will remain in it stubbornly."(Rutherford. )
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FURTHER TEACHING IN THE GOSPELS ABOUT
THE SPIRIT.
n.-THE SPIRIT IN RELATION TO CHRIST'S
PEOPLE.
" He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire."MATTHEW iii. 11.

THE Gospels not only speak about the Spirit in relation to Christ,
but they tell us of the Spirit in relation to Christ's people. Of
this latter truth we now propose to write.
It is evident that Christ not only redeemed His people by His
blood, but He dispenses to them the Spirit, by Whose operations
they are brought to experience the blessings of redemption.
Absolute indifference to Christ's atoning work, and to all the
blessings of the Gospel, characterizes men until the Holy Ghost
begins the work of grace in their hearts. While dead in trespasses
and sins, they walk" according to the course of this world." They
do nothing but fulfil" the desires of the flesh and of the mind."
Being in the flesh they "cannot please God." Only after they
are quickened and regenerated by the Holy Ghost do they become
conscious of their sins, and become partakers of that Divinelygiven faith by which they trust savingly in the merits of Christ,
and walk in some measure worthy of the vocation wherewith
they are called. This great gift of the Spirit is bestowed by Christ.
He dispenses this great blessing, and its bestowal followed His
atoning death, His triumphant resurrection, and His ascension
to the right hand of the Majesty in the heavens. Not until He had
secured by His death the blessings of redemption did He copiously
pour out His Spirit that these blessings might be experienced on
a large scale.
John baptized with water, Christ baptizes with the Holy Ghost.
John's baptism was outward, Christ's is inward. John's baptism
cleansed the body, Christ's cleanses the soul.
That Christ would dispense the Spirit to His people was foretold
in the Old Testament. The Apostle Peter, having declared that
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Christ had shed forth, or poured forth, the Spirit on the day of
Pentecost, declared that it was a fulfilment of the prophecy of
J oel. "This is that which was spoken by the prophet J oel; and
it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out
of My Spirit upon all flesh." The J ehovah of J oel ii. 27, 28 is
God the Son. He it was who poured out His Spirit on the day of
Pentecost. (See Acts ii. 16, 17, 33.)
It is Christ, too, Who is foretold by the prophet Zechariah as
the Divine Person Who was to "pour upon the house of David,
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and
of supplications: and they shall look upon Me Whom they have
pierced." (See Zech. xii. 10 and compare with John xix. 34, 37 ;
Rev. i. 7.)
Our Lord Himself promised to baptize His people with the
Spirit. He told His disciples that He Himself would send the
Spirit after His Own departure. " When the Comforter is come,
Whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of
truth, Which proceedeth from the Father, He shall testify of Me"
(John xv. 26).
That it would be Christ's prerogative to dispense the Spirit
upon His people was declared by John the Baptist. "He that
sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, upon Whom
thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, the
same is He which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. And I saw, and
bare record that this is the Son of God" (John i. 33, 34).
THE MEANING OF BAPTIZING WITH THE SPIRIT.

Baptizing with the Spirit. is explained by the record of the
outpouring of the Spirit in the Acts of the Apostles, and by the
prophecy of J oel. In J oeI's prophecy the baptism of the Spirit is
explained by the expression, "I will pour out of My Spirit." Peter
describing the great event says, "Therefore being by the right
hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise
of the Holy Ghost, He hath shed forth (or poured forth) this, which
ye now see and hear." The effect of the pouring forth of the Spirit
was that the disciples were "all filled with the Holy Ghost."
Thus the pouring out of the Spirit was the fulfilment of the promise,
"Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence."
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(See Acts i. 5; ii. 4, 17, 33.) Thus to be baptized with the Spirit
is to be filled with the Spirit. It is to be imbued with the presence
and power of the Holy Ghost.
If then the Holy Spirit dwells in our hearts, let us remember
that we owe His presence to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
He it is Who has poured His Spirit into us and upon us. He it is
therefore Who has not only redeemed us by His precious blood,
but Who has regenerated, washed, sanctified, and justified us by
His Spirit. (See 1 Cor. vi. H.)
He alone is our Saviour. Our salvation from first to last is of
Him and wholly of Him. It is not a co-operative salvation. It
is not a salvation brought about partly by Him and partly by
us-He doing His part and we doing our part. It is a salvation,
wholly, altogether, and alone wrought by Him. To Him wholly
and alone must the glory of our salvation be given. Let us in
His Name, and by His Spirit's aid, endeavour to develop this
thought.
1. First, it may be affirmed that Christ baptizes His people with
the Holy Ghost in order to save them.
Left to themselves they would remain in their spiritually dead
condition, utterly indifferent to Christ and His redeeming work.
This is the state of men in general. This is what we see all around
us. Why is it that cinemas are crowded, and churches and
chapels comparatively empty 1 Why is that the great majority
are bent on pleasure and money-making 1 Why is it that the
thoughts of the multitude are wholly centred on earthly things,
and that there is no fear of God before their eyes, and that the
Lord's day and the Lord's Word are so wholly neglected 1 Why
all these motor cars, 'buses, trains, and tramcars on the Lord's
day 1 Why the whist-drives, the dancing, the gambling, and the
intemperance 1 Is not the answer that men are dead in trespasses
and sins, lying in the wicked one, and destitute of both the power
and the inclination to turn from darkness to light and from the
power of Satan unto God 1 Human inability is writ large in the
Word of God and in our own experience.
But our Lord Jesus Christ intends to save the sheep given to
Him by the Father. To this end He baptizes them with the Holy
Ghost. We read, "Not by works of righteousness which we have
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done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing
of regeneration, and renewing ot the Holy Ghost,. which He shed on
us (poured on us) abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour,.

that being justified by His grace, we should be made heirs according
to the hope of eternal life" (Titus iii. 5-7).
Our salvation then is due to the operation of the Holy Ghost.
He was poured on us by the Father through the Son. The result
being our justification and eventual glorification. Our Lord had
said, " Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God." This birth is "not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God."
All thus born believe on Christ's name, and are justified by faith
in His merits. They are washed, sanctified and "justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit ot Our God" (John i. 12,
13; iii. 5; 1 Cor. vi. 11). Christ singles out His people, pours
His Spirit upon them, and brings about their regeneration, justification, and salvation. What a mercy if He has singled us out,
and saved us by His grace.
2. Secondly, He baptizes His people with His Spirit to fill them
with the Divine presence.

They need Christ's presence in temptation, in difficulty, in trial,
and in service. He promises to be with them always, even unto
the end of the world. This promise He fulfils by filling them with
His Spirit. He told His disciples that He would pray the Father,
and He would give them another Comforter that He might abide
with them for ever. That Comforter is the Spirit of truth. " He,"
said Our Lord, "dwelleth with you and shall be in you" (John
xiv. 16-18). Christ would be with them by His Spirit. The
indwelling of Christ and the indwelling of His Spirit are interchangeable terms. If the Spirit is in us, Christ is in us, and the
Father is in us. (See Rom. viii. 9, 10.) "If we love one another,
God dwelleth in us, and His love is perfected in us. Hereby know
we that we dwell in Him, and He in us, because He hath given us
ot His Spirit" (1 John iv. 12, 13). The real and abiding presence
of Christ with His people is experienced through the indwelling
of the Holy Spirit. This great blessing the Lord promised, and
this great blessing is the portion of all believers, "Ye are the
temple of God, and the Spirit of God dwelleth in you" (1 Cor. iii.16.

The Gospel Magazine

515

See also 2 Cor. vi. 16). What an infinite mercy this is. How we
need to realize and rejoice in the assurance of it.
3. Thirdly, Ohrist baptizes His people with His Spirit to equip
them to be His witnesses.
He said to His disciples "that repentance and remission of
sins should be preached in His Name among all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things. And, behold,
I send the promise of My Father upon you: but tarry ye in the
city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high"
(Luke xxiv. 47-49). The promise of His Father was the promised
gift of the Spirit. The power from on high was the power of the
Holy Ghost. " Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost
is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in
Jerusalem, and in all J udea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth" (Acts i. 8).
The experience of this power by the apostles explains the courage
and boldness which they manifested in preaching the Gospel in
Jerusalem and elsewhere. The command to preach the Gospel
to every creature is still binding upon God's people. The whole
Church is responsible in some form to obey this command. Some
are clearly called actually to proclaim the Gospel at home or abroad.
Others are called to be spiritually, practically, and prayerfully
interested in this great work. The calling out of God's elect
people from the nations of the earth is a matter surely in which
all believers are lovingly concerned. It surely ought to have a
place in their prayers, and ought also to call forth such liberality
as they are capable of, so that the expenses of such work may be
met. Moreover, to make known the Gospel to our children, our
servants, and our friends, is a work which may lie within the reach
more or less of all of us. The whole Church is bidden always to
abound in the work of the Lord. The elect who are to be called
out are beloved of God, and are predestined to become members
of the Lord's family.
Hence, we are to love them. "Beloved, let us love one another."
If we love them, even though they are at present unknown to us,
shall we not take some share, by prayer and by gifts and by testimony, in making known to them that Gospel which is the power
of God unto their salvation ~
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For such service in its various forms and degrees Christ baptizes
His people with His Spirit. It is the Spirit of God who disposes
us to pray, to give, and to testify, and He thus equips us for service
in the Lord's vineyard. He also stirs us up when we are getting
cold and slack in the work of the Lord. When He revives, we
call upon God's Name. When He revives, we give liberally of
our means. When He revives, we courageously testify the Gospel
of the grace of God.
"Wilt Thou not revive us again, that Thy people may rejoice
in Thee? " (Ps. lxxxv. 6).
"Eternal Spirit, by Whose power
Are burst the bands of death,
On our cold hearts Thy blessings shower,
And stir them with Thy breath.
" 'Tis Thine to point the heavenly way,
Each rising fear control,
And with a warm, enlivening ray
To melt the icy soul.
" 'Tis Thine to bring God's sacred Word,
And write it on our heart;
There its reviving truths record,
And there its peace impart.
" Almighty Spirit, visit thus
Our hearts, and guide our ways;
Pour down Thy quickening grace on us,
And tune our lips to praise."
(Williarn H. Bathurst.)

4. Fourthly, Christ baptizes His people with His Spirit to satisfy
all their spiritual longings.
He says, "If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink.
He that believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said, out of His
belly shall flow rivers of living water. But this spake He of the
Spirit, which they that believe on Him should receive" (John vii.
37-39). To come to Christ and to believe on Him are interchangeable expressions. If any man thirst for comfort when
mourning over his sins, or if he thirst for strength in weakness,
guidance in difficulty, teaching in ignorance, let him come unto
Christ. He will dispense to him fresh and abundant experiences
of His Spirit's presence, and thus satisfy the longing soul, and fill
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the hungry soul with goodness. Copious supplies of the Spirit
will be imparted to the thirsty soul. " Whosoever drinketh of the
water that I shall give him shall never thirst." His longings will
be satisfied. "The water that I shall give him shall be in Him
a well of water springing up into everlasting life" (John iv. 14).
The promise is, " I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and
floods upon the dry ground: I will pour My Spirit upon thy seed,
and My blessing upon thine offspring" (!sa. xliv. 3).
5. Lastly, our Lord baptizes with His Spirit in answer to prayer.
It has been suggested that because the Holy Spirit dwells in His
people it is wrong to pray for the Holy Spirit. It must not, however, be thought that the Holy Spirit is locked up in the hearts
of His people, and that He is nowhere else in the universe. As
God, heaven is His throne, and earth is His footstool. He is everywhere present. The attribute of Omnipresence is true of Him as
well as of the other Persons in the Godhead.
Besides, the apostle prays that the grace of the Lord Jesus,
and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost may
be with His people. Yet it is blessedly true that nothing can
separate us from the love of God, and that Christ is full of grace,
and of His fulness have all we received. Nevertheless, the apostle
prays for a further and constant experience of the love of God,
and of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. In like manner we
already participate in the fellowship of the Spirit, but that does
not hinder the apostle from praying for a fresh realization and
experience of the Communion of the Holy Ghost.
Note, too, that the apostles were filled with the Holy Ghost
on the day of Pentecost, but whe~ they were forbidden to preach
in the Name of Jesus, they prayed that God would nevertheless
grant that with all boldness they might go on speaking His Word.
This was only another way of praying that they might be freshly
filled with the power of the Spirit, and the answer which came to
their prayer was that the place was shaken where they were
assembled, and "they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they
spake the Word of God with boldness" (Acts ii. 4; iv. 29-31).
We believe therefore that our Lord's teaching on this subject
needs to be continually acted on. He says to His disciples, "If
ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children,

518

The Gospel Magazine

how much more shall you'r heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to
them that ask Him" (Luke xi. 13).
We need the Spirit's power, guidance, teaching, and comfort
every day, and our Lord assures us that our Father in heaven
will give the Spirit to them that ask Him. "Ask, and ye shall
receive, that your joy may be full" (John xvi. 24). We can do
nothing of ourselves. Let us then ask every day for fresh experiences of the Spirit's power and presence, so that our thoughts,
words, and ways, may be more fully and constantly controlled by
His mighty power. We may rightly pray with the apostle "to be
strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man" (Eph.
iii. 16).
The Ephesian saints, like other saints, were no doubt indwelt
by the Spirit, yet the apostle prays that God" may give unto them
the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him" (Eph.
i. 17). Bishop Moule on this passage says, "We are not to think
of the' giving' of the Spirit as of an isolated deposit. . . . The
first 'gift' is, as it were, the first point in a series of actions of
which each one may be expressed also as a gift" (Cambndge Bible,
Ephesians).
Dr. C. Hodge on this passage says, "The apostle's prayer is
for the Holy Spirit to dwell in them, as the Author of Divine
wisdom, and as the Revealer of the things of God, which insight
into the things of the Spirit is connected with that l.'TIowledge of
God in which eternal life essentially consists" (Hodge on Ephesians, p. 42).
In Philippians i. 19, although the apostle was already indwelt
by the Spirit, he was expecting deliverance in answer to the prayer
of the Philippians, and through the supply (i.e., a fresh supply) of
the Spirit of Jesus Christ."
"The apostle thus anticipates, in answer to the Philippians
prayers, a new outpouring within him of the power of the blessed
Paraclete" (Moule on Phil'ippians, Cambridge Bible).
Professor Smeaton on this subject says, "Another error is the
modern notion . . . that believers are not to pray for the Holy
Spirit, because He was once for all given on the day of Pentecost,
and that the Christian body may not pray for what is already
possessed. That rash and presumptuous position, by whomsoever
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it is held, is discredited by the fact that the apostles who had
received the Holy Ghost on the first resurrection day continued
with one accord in prayer and supplication for the promise of the
Father (Acts i. 14). They prayed for the Spirit though they had
received the Spirit. They waited for more of the Spirit that they
had, in compliance with their Lord's command. This is the true
attitude of the Christian Church in every age. And the history
of the apostles shows that not once, but on many occasions, they
were made partakers of the baptism of the Spirit and fire" (The
Doctrine of the Spirit, by Smeaton, p. 52).
Our Lord's bestowal of the Spirit on the day of His resurrection
is recorded in John xx. 22. Yet He told those on whom He had
bestowed the Spirit to wait for a further bestowal (Acts i. 4, 5).
In answer to our daily prayer, then, our Heavenly Father will,
through His Son, give fresh bestowals of the Spirit. Let us daily
look up to Him for fresh experiences of the power, presence, and
comfort of the Holy Spirit. Let us not hesitate to say with Hart,
"Come, Holy Spirit, come,
Let Thy bright beams arise,
Dispel all sorrow from our minds,
All darkness from our eyes.
" Cheer our desponding hearts,
Thou heavenly Paraclete;
Give us to lie, with humble hope,
At our Redeemer's feet.
"Revive our drooping faith,
Our doubts and fears remove,
And kindle in our breasts the flame
Of never-dying love."
THE EDITOR.

HARVEST DECORATIONS.
ONE of our esteemed readers writes, "The Church is decorated at
Easter and at the Harvest Thanksgiving Services. . . . I do believe
that if only the true evangelical ministers would clear their churches
of reredoses, crosses, flowers, etc., we should see and realize that the
Lord would bless us with heavenly and spiritual blessings. How can
we expect a mighty revival and yet resort to unspiritual methods? "
We commend. these words to all our readers.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing ,.
for to will is present with me,. but how to perform that which is
good I find not. For the good that I would, I do not,. but the evil
which I would not, that I do."-RoMANS vii. 18, 19.
AND this is the language spoken from the heart of the great Apostle
Paul; not when he was the persecuting Saul of Tarsus, but the
preacher of the everlasting Gospel, the most gifted of scholars and
highly favoured of saints, even if it came by way of suffering unparalleled. Paul is confessing and mourning indwelling sin, and that in
him, that is in his flesh, not a single good thing can be found.
Only distinguishing grace and mercy have taught him this. Truly,
as one of our hYDllls says:"A sinner is a sacred thing,
The Holy Ghost has made him so."

And it is only such who can and do truly mourn and hate sin. It
is the portion of the redeemed to daily see themselves undone; to
find they have a never-ceasing warfare, and with the most humiliating
experiences, if off their watch-tower for a moment. This is part of
the secret of the hidden life of every child of God, and which the
Holy Spirit can alone impart and deal with victoriously.
A dear child of God, on a recent visit, was speaking thus of her
undoneness, and the consciousness of and sorrow over the sins of
her own heart; her unbelief, her lack of faith and longings for a
deeper apprehension of the love and mercy of her God in Christ to
sinners. "But," she remarked, "if I spoke thus to those around
me, they would suppose I had committed some awful and flagrant
sin." It is so, beloved reader, and you and I who have been brought
to weep tears of godly contrition and sorrow for sin in secret, and to
see God's estimate of sin as dealt with by our precious Redeemer
on Calvary's cross, will never cease as long as our breath remains
to sorrow for the sins in us 'that brought Him there, and for the
constant breaking out of sin in our suffering, fallen, tempted nature.
" Astonished and distressed,
I turn mine eyes within,
My heart with loads of guilt opprest,
The seat of every sin.
"""'hat crowds of evil thoughts,
What vile affections there!
Distrust, presumption, artful guile,
Pride, envy, slavish fear.
"Almighty King of saints,
These tyrant lusts subdue.
Expel the darkness of my mind,
And all my powers renew."
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And if dear Toplady with all his heavenly-mindedness could express
himself thus, what do you and I feel, fellow-believer? I have lately
committed to memory a hymn of dear Cowper's, on the same subject :.. Thy mansion is the sinner's heart,
Then Lord Thy dwelling-place secure!
And bid the unruly throng depart,
That crowd the consecrated door."

And I find it a good and healthy exercise of soul to pray that hymn
through verse by verse, breathing as it does the knowledge of indwelling sin and appealing to the Only One Who can deal savingly
with the sinner's heart. Advancing years, with their accompanying
infirmities, the lessening of physical and mental powers, all make
one fearful lest through weakness of the flesh, unholy declensions,
an unwary step, evil thoughts, a weak place in the battlements, a
thoughtless action, should bring dishonour on His dear Name. Our
every thought is sin, without His Holy Spirit. Our every word has
some lurking sin in it, and that, even when we would make His
glories known! Our converse and fellowship with others needs the
all-cleansing blood. We need His keeping and upholding and deterring
grace every moment, lest a false step, an unbecoming word, cause
us to sin and put a stumbling-block before others. It may seem a
very small thing and of no harm in itself, but is it becoming in a
saint? Does it tend to glorify Him Whose we are and Whom we
serve? Can we in the slightest thing allow carelessness to creep in ?
Can we do anything on the Lord's day contrary to hallowing it and
keeping it holy without loss to our own soul's prosperity? Oh, we
need beware of the smallest encroachment, the slightest departure, in
that guilty and too common condoning in these ensnaring days, and
of yielding to others for so-called peace or charity's sake. May we
be preserved in a watchful and praying spirit from every appearance
of evil! But the beloved reader well knows that a life of moral
rectitude, a life of respectable profession, a quiet observing of the
Sabbath, will avail nothing in the matter of eternal salvation. Calvary
alone must give the soul a right apprehension of sin. It is a true
and blessed mercy if it is that your outward walk is respectable and
the finger of scorn cannot be put upon any flagrant sin. But it is
the heart renewed and indwelt of the Holy Spirit that knows its own
deceitfulness, its desperate wickedness, and the awful ramifications of
indwelling sin! And such a view will bring this condition of soul
with daily mourning in the language of our text, " I know that in me
(that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing." There is the consciousness of it; the daily corruptions felt, the sink within of every
impurity, the inclination to evil. "When I would do good, evil is
present with me."
Dear Cowper, whom we have quoted before, and who by grace
took such humble views of himself in sorrow for indwelling sin, has
a true picture of the Christian's" self acquaintance" as he confesses
" a sinful heart," in which" the fiery seeds of anger lurk," and where
35
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" legality holds out a bribe" and "discontent would fain prescribe
how Thou shouldst deal with me!" He sorrows how "unbelief
withstands Thy grace" and "presumption with a brow of brass,
says, Give me, or I die." He mourns a wandering heart and roaming
thoughts, and sums up his confessions in the prayer:"Oh, cleanse me in a Saviour's blood,
Transform me by Thy power,
And make me Thy beloved abode,
And let me roam no more."

What empty credit we take to ourselves when kindly and flattering
things are spoken in our ears of our life and conduct! All these
and a thousand more complaints go to make up the hidden life of
the heaven-born soul who has daily to mourn in secret his sins, follies,
failures, and short-comings, and that" in me (that is, in my flesh) "
can be found not one good thing-" Who shall deliver me from this
body of sin and death? "
We have said that the sinner's heart thus taught is a sacred thing.
None but the Holy Spirit can convince of sin, make you hate, abhor,
and mourn it, and give you grace to take very humble views of
yourself and exalted views of Christ. The growth in grace of a
believer is both ways-downward in humiliation and upward in
exalting a precious Christ Who is the alone salvation of everyone
for whom He died. This is that secret which the Holy Spirit alone
can impart. The path of the justified in Christ Jesus is that" path
which no man knoweth and the vulture's eye hath not seen." It is
made known only to newborn, Spirit-quickened souls, and in the
midst of and in spite of all their mourning now, they are numbered
amongst His blessed ones. "Blessed are ye that mourn." Every
tear of godly contrition for sin is put in God's "bottle."
Professors-but not the possessors of grace-cannot sorrow after
a godly sort. They get along very comfortably, and with few compunctions, are satisfied with their life of charity for others, and their
outward respectability in religious matters. But like Paul, the
despised followers of his and their precious Redeemer, know daily
the burden of this body of sin and death and long for deliverance
from the power and thraldom of it. They weep and mourn; they
rise superior to their great enemy to fall again; they are oft spent
and weary in the unequal contest, and well nigh sink in despair. They
know daily more and more of their vileness, and of the "burden
intolerable" as they confess it in their sorrow. Yet unto these is
the promise, that they shall be " more than conquerors through Him
that loved them," and Who could not and would not lose one for
whom He gave His own life! There is only One Refuge, beloved,
and only One Who can give the wounded conscience peace. "Come
to the blood of Jesus to have sin pardoned, and then come to the
arm of Jesus to have it subdued," wrote dear W. Romaine, and the
more you and I depend upon our precious Christ to keep us and
uphold us and be our Arm every morning, the more we cultivate the
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grace-constraining habit of depending wholly upon Christ, the more
humble shall we be, and the more His comforts will delight our soul.
And thus, beloved, with the dark picture drawn of sin, in the black
background of that one word which ruined a world, we have a
brighter side in which Jesus is glorified. He Who knew no sin, but
dealt with it in His own sinless Body on Calvary's tree and was
" made sin that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him,"
He is at the Right Hand of the Majesty on high, highly exalted there
as a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance unto His blood-bought
people and deliver them from every evil work. And you, who have
had cause to daily sorrow for indwelling sin and know the longings
after deliverance from it, will then rejoice in that precious blood
which has cleansed your every sin and brought you safe Home to God.
"W'ith this I'll smite death's gloomy tide,
With this its chilling waves divide,
And make a passage through:
And while I tread the blood-bought way,
I'll lift my trembling voice and say,
Blood has a voice for me!"

You will know then, what all your groamngs were to Him, and
what His keeping grace was to you.

R.
TWO CHEERING WORDS.
"ONE cheering word is this: 'I go to prepare a place for you.'
Heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people: a place which
we shall find Christ Himself has made ready for true Christians. He
has prepared it by procuring a right for every sinner who believes
to enter in. None can stop us, and say we have no business there.
He has prepared it by going before us as our Head and Representative,
and taking possession of it for all the members of His mystical body.
As our Forerunner He has marched in, leading captivity captive,
and has planted His banner in the land of glory. He has prepared
it by carrying our names with Him as our High Priest into the holy
of holies, and making angels ready to receive us. They that enter
heaven will find they are neither unknown nor unexpected.
" Another cheering word is this, 'I will come again and receive
you unto Myself.' Christ will not wait for believers to come up to
Him, but will come down to them, to raise them from their graves
and escort them to their heavenly home. As Joseph came to meet
Jacob, so will Jesus come to call His people together and guide them
to their inheritance. The second advent ought never to be forgotten.
Great is the blessedness of looking back to Christ's coming the first
time to suffer for us, but no less great is the comfort of looking forward
to Christ's coming the second time, to raise and reward His saints
(Heb. ix. 25-28)."-(Bishop Ryle's " Expository Thoughts on St. John,"
Vol. Ill, pp. 58, 59.)
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ALPHA AND OMEGA.
A SERMON BY THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW, M.A.,
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.
" I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the
last."-REVELATION xxii. 13.
EXCEEDING grandeur marks this designation. The crown fits not
a mortal head. The jewel sparkles not on human breast. Infinity
is its scope. It stretches from everlasting to everlasting. It cannot
belong to less than Deity. The ground is evidently hallowed. Let
each step now be taken with reverential awe.
At once the echo of Isaiah's voice is heard. When the seraphic
seer would sing Jehovah's glory, he sounds this high note, "Who
hath wrought and done it, calling the generations from the beginning ~
I the Lord, the first, and with the last: I am He" (Isa. xli. 4). No
fitter words could proclaim Jehovah the eternal God. We listen, and
again like terms describe Jehovah's majesty. "Thus saith the Lord
the King of Israel, and his Redeemer the Lord of hosts; I am the first,
and I am the last; and beside Me there is no God" (Isa. xliv. 6).
Again the prophet strikes his harp, and again Jehovah is the subject.
But with all language at his command, with choice of imagery as his
handmaid, gifted with all the charms of eloquence, he can employ
no terms more suitable or more significant. The same sound still
reverberates. "Hearken unto Me, 0 Jacob and Israel, My called;
I am He: I am the first, I also am the last" (Isa. xlviii. 12). Such,
then, is Jehovah's chosen designation.
Before the Revelation closes, Jesus claims this title as His prerogative. "I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the
first and the last." The truth then shines forth, "fair as the moon,
clear as the sun, terrible as an army with banners." Jesus is Jehovah.
He Who is the truth claims Jehovah's glories, takes Jehovah's name,
ascends Jehovah's throne, wields Jehovah's sceptre, assumes Jehovah's
crown, demands the homage which is Jehovah's due. Thus adoration
is due to Him as the Creator and Preserver, by Whom, and through
Whom, and to Whom are all things. He stands before us as " I am
that I am." He manifests Himself in all the incomprehensible glory
of self-existent and eternal Being.
I. Let some general inferences be considered. Ample fields invite to
meditative rambles. But thought must be briefly limited to some
especial attributes. As Jesus is Jehovah, all power in heaven and
earth is in His hands. Let no fears then depress His people. Let
no trembling apprehensions sadden their days. Providence may seem
to frown, but smiles will soon break forth. Events may show a
threatening form, but they roll on subservient to His ordering. His
power stands as a bulwark against all final ruin. The united fury
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too of all satanic foes is as a broken reed against His all-protecting
arm. His people shall be surely kept by His Almighty power unto
eternal life.
In His character love takes essential place. From everlasting to
everlasting " I am that I am '\; and from everlasting to everlasting
His heart is boundless love. Before the foundations of the world
He loved, in foreknowledge of all our sinfulness He loved, through
all life's sinful days He loves, to the end His love will burn unchanged,
unchangeable. "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? "
(Rom. viii. 35). The perpetuity of His love is sure as His protecting
power. Similarly He is the all-wise and the only wise. Wisdom in
the highest is His property. His people claim this wisdom for
their teaching and their guidance. "All things are yours, for ye
are Christ's, and Christ is God's." Thus the whole expanse of Jehovah's
excellencies are the believer's heritage and joy, his portion and his
defence, his excellency and his glory. Holy Spirit! accept our
fervent thanks for revealing Jesus to us as Jehovah, "the Alpha
and the Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last."
H. Particular lessons result from these terms. Jesus is emphatically
"the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, the first
and the last," both in creation and redemption.
Contemplate the fOTmeT wOTk, "In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. All things
were made by Him, and without Him was not anything made that
was made" (John i. 1, 2). The Father is revealed as addressing
Him, " Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the
earth, and the heavens are the works of Thine hands" (Heb. i. 10).
We thus are emboldened in spirit to listen to His creative voice, calling
all things out of nothing. Let vain speculation bewilder itself in
mazes of imaginings; let it raise and pull down and re-erect, and
again recall systems upon systems of evolution and gradual development. Let us be content to know that, "In the beginning God
created the heaven and the earth" .(Gen. i. 1). In this work our
Jesus sat co-equal on creation's throne-the Alpha, the beginning,
the first. It is a charming exercise to hear Him speak, and light
shines forth, the source and handmaid of all beauty, and chaos melts
into form, and lovely order robes the world, and the sun goes forth,
"as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber and rejoicing as a
strong man to run a race." We know that it is at His bidding that
the firmament on high is bespangled with innumerable orbs, and
glitters seemingly with worlds upon worlds. He is the Alpha, the
beginning, the first of earth in all its multitudinous array of beauty
and of wonders. Marvel at the earth, now rising high in mountains
to the sky, now sinking into lowly vales, now startling with cataracts
of watery fury, now lulling with the gentle streamlet's murmur,
mark its verdant carpet, its beauteous flowers, its majestic forests.
Mark, too, the ocean, spreading its expanse of wave, raising the foam
of mighty billows and subsiding into unfathomable depths. Behold

526

The Gospel Magazine

the earth, the air, the waters, teeming with life! Behold man, too,
created after God's own likeness, receiving life that he might be
capable of grace, receiving grace that he might inherit glory. Adoring
wonder stays its flight and checks its aspiring wings, and blesses
Jesus, the Alpha, the beginning, and the first of all created things.
He too shall be the Omega, the end, the last. We read, "They
shall perish, but Thou remainest : they all shall wax old as doth
a garment, and as a vesture shalt Thou fold them up, and they shall
be changed" (Ps. Cll. 26). At present we cannot foresee the beauty
of this earth, during the millennial reign, and the splendour of " the
new heavens and the new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness," but
we know that all shall be the work of Jehovah Jesus. As in the
beginning He was Alpha, the beginning, the firs~so in the final
scene He shall be the Omega, the end, the last. He is all in the
world's birth, its continual progress, and until time shall reach its
timeless end. We adore Thee, 0 Jehovah Jesus.
Let redemption be next contemplated. Here, Jesus is the" Alpha
and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last." He
is the foundation, He is the topstone. The main parts of it are
exclusively His work. He is the Alpha, the beginning, and the first
before the foundation of the world. In the counsels of the everlasting
Covenant, He presented Himself to be the substitute of His people,
to receive all their sins, as verily His own acts, in human form, to
make atonement for them, to present satisfaction to every outraged
attribute of God, to bear all wrath, to endure the law's total curse,
to pay every debt to justice, to meet truth's every demand, to render
all obedience to the requirements of perfect love, to invest with this
robe all the family of faith. To execute this work He came, He
lived, He died. He challenged all heaven to bear witness, "It is
finished. "
He too shall be the Omega, the end, the last. The day shall come
when He shall deliver up the kingdom to God, even the Father; and
every foe to the eternal reign shall be for ever vanquished, and God
shall be all in all; and the last stone of salvation's pyramid shall
be brought forth with shouts, " Grace to it, grace to it." In contemplation of this glorious work,' faith loudly sings, Thou art worthy,
o Jesu, to receive blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving
and honour and might, for Thou art "the Alpha and Omega, the
beginning and the end, the first and the last" of redemption.
Ill. Concluding inferences claim notice. As Jesus is "the Alpha
and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last," to
the whole Church, so, too, He is all in the case of each believer. He
begins the good work, and carries it on, until the home of glory is
attained. The Good Shepherd goes after each of His lost sheep. He
finds them straying in the wide wilderness of the world. He lays
them on His shoulders rejoicing, and brings them to His fold of
peace. By His Spirit He carries on the work of grace, awakening
the hatred of all sin, the love of all holiness, the resolute choice of
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every holy path. He implants unwavering faith in His atoning blood,
delight in His imputed righteousness, confidence in His unfailing love.
He makes them more than conquerors in every conflict. He never
leaves nor forsakes until the valley of the shadow of death is passed,
and the last enemy is swallowed up in victory, and welcome is given
in the courts of heaven. Thus He is the foundation and the pinnacle
of salvation in each individual case.
The inference is obvious. If Christ be all for us, gratitude requires
that we be wholly His. This thought applies to every state and
condition of life, and to every moment of our fleeting time. It
embraces each movement of the mind, each word, each step. Mark
how cogently it presses on all who are called to the eminence of
ministerial life, who are invested with the high honours of being
ambassadors for Christ, and who bear the responsibility of watching
for souls as they that must give account. In every pulpit, beside
each dying bed, in every visit to the sick and whole, in all the
teachings of the school, the instruction should be redolent of Him.
His work, His grace, His love, should be the all-pervading theme.
He should be the opening and the concluding thought. The life
should be as full of Him as the sun is of light, the ocean of drops,
the garden of fragrance, the groves of melody in spring, the trees
of leaves in summer. In all matters of arrangement, whether in the
family or in more public matters, all decisions should be cast in one
mould-Christ the beginning and the end. We are often called to
design, to plan, to project. We are perplexed, and doubt whether
to turn to the right hand or the left. How simple would be our
course, if the one inquiry should be, Will He, Whose I am, and Whom
I am bound to serve, give His approval ~ Will His presence accompany ~ Will His smile bless ~ Will His Spirit lead these schemes
to happy issue ~ Sometimes we may be required to fix abode, to
choose profession, to determine plans for children and dependants.
In such cases seeming advantages- must give place to the primary
inquiry, What is the mind of Christ ~ What plan most entirely
accords with the rules of His kingdom ~ The career of life would
glide in a safe and happy path, if Christ were always made" the
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last"
of every thought, desire, and work.
This thought applies, too, to every day. Here let Christ always
be " the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and
the last." When morning dawns, and consciousness returns, and
refreshed faculties begin to move, let the mind fly up to Him, let
the first thoughts be sanctified by converse with Him. David testifies,
"When I awake I am still with Thee" (Ps. cxxxix. 18). As the
day advances, let His image be constantly before the eye. Let His
Word be diligently studied. Let passing hours bring Him nearer to
the heart. Let new views of Him be gained. Let devoted consecration be given to His service. Let His praises flow from the lips.
Let some testimony to His worth be given. And when evening calls
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to repose, let intercourse with Him close the curtains of the couch.
Thus Christ should be " All in All " on earth, as He is " All in All "
in heaven. The Father's eye is ever on Him, the holy angels ever
worship Him, the spirits of the just ever adore Him. Each day will
be as heaven to us if similarly we ever make Him our Alpha and
Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. "0 Lord,
accomplish this work in us, and unto Thee be all the glory." Amen.

THE LORD'S RETURN.

" But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake
you as a thief."-l Thessalonians v. 4.
" NOTHING know we of the season
When the world shall pass away;
But we know, the saints have reason
To expect a glorious day;
When the Saviour will return,
And His people cease to mourn.
"While a careless world is sleeping,
Then it is the day will come;
Mirth shall then be turned to weeping;
Sinners then must meet their doom;
But the people of the Lord
Shall obtain their bright reward.
"Oh, what sacred joys await them!
They shall see the Saviour then;
Those who now oppose and hate them,
Never can oppose again;
Brethren, let us think of this:
All is ours if we are His.
" Waiting for the Lord's returning,
Be it ours His Word to keep;
Let our lamps be always burning;
Let us watch while others sleep:
We're no longer of the night;
We are children of the light.
"Being of the favoured number,
Whom the Saviour calls His own,
'Tis not meet that we should slumber,
Nothing should be left undone:
This should be His people's aim:
Still to glorify His Name."
THOMAS KELLY.
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ALL NATIONS SHALL FALL BEFORE HIM.
WHEN Haman reached home on the evening of which we read in
Esther v., he commanded the obedient ear of his wife and the
sympathy of his friends, and told them of the greater glories of the
day. He was now the first man with the king; princes had had to
make way for him; his wealth and estate became so eminent a
favourite, and now, to crown all, he-and by himself-had been
asked by the queen to her special banquet. Moreover, this last
honour was to be repeated to-morrow. Could anything be left to
add to his self-complacency ~ Alas, yes; "all this availed nothing"
so long as Mordecai sat unbendingly in the king's gate. There sat
that detested Jew, and would sit there still, until the thirteenth day
of the twelfth month, which was the appointed time for the immolation
of every Hebrew in the kingdom. No doubt it annoyed and vexed
Haman sadly, that the lot had fallen on so distant a date. It was
on the twelfth day of the first month that the king sanctioned the
slaughter, but the lot had fixed a far distant day for its being carried
out. However, Zeresh was a woman of dispatch, and the friends
were not wanting in suggestions, so it was soon fixed that they should
have a gallows erected, nice and high, and that before the banquet
began, he should obtain an order from the king for the suspending
of the offender. The next morning, fortified by the comforts of the
night, and the encouragements that strengthen the heart of the
labouring man, Haman returned to the palace. But he came home
this time in the middle of the day, his head covered for and with
shame, and related to his faithful household what had befallen him,
and the unthought of indignity to which the king had commanded
him. Mordecai was above, and he was beneath. No support or hope
was offered by his audience this time. "Then said his wise men
and Zeresh his wife unto him, If Mordecai be of the seed of the Jews,
before whom thou hast begun to· fall, thou shalt not prevail against
him, but shalt surely fall before him." And in a few hours all was
over.
We might wonder where Zeresh and the wise men got the conviction
that the Jews could have the mastery over such a favourite of the
great king Ahasuerus. The Jews were in captivity amongst them,
without a leader or anyone to plead their cause; but those who were
as competent as any, to judge, were of opinion that in this matter
they would get the upper hand, they would prevail. Perhaps they
had heard of a down-trodden race in Egypt before whom Pharaoh
began to fall when his river was turned to blood; perhaps they had
heard of a Hebrew youth before whom a giant fell, a pebble and the
Name of the Lord of Hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, as the
means. Perhaps they had heard that the god Dagon had no power
to help himself in the presence of the Ark of the Covenant. "Tell it
out among the heathen that the Lord is King," so said David, and
the heathen had heard it, and now Zeresh heard in a way that made

530

The Gospel Magazine

both her ears tingle, and not her ears only, when one after another
her ten sons with their ponderous names, followed their father by
being slain. And it may be that the children of Abraham (children
in more senses than one) as March 19th comes round with its Feast
of Purim, think on these things and wonder also if the words in
Isaiah liv. 15 have yet had their last fulfilment, for God has said of
His people, " Whosoever shall gather together against thee shall fall
for thy sake."
In any case, Mordecai had time to meditate on what had been,
when, next unto the king, he " was great among the Jews, and accepted
of the multitude of his brethren, seeking the wealth of his people, and
speaking peace to all his seed." Would he think, as he knelt at the
invisible mercy-seat, of the proud heart that he used to have, and
indeed had still; a heart that had loved to be erect and standing
in its own strength; and then of that great power and love and
infinite might and mercy before which he began, either suddenly or
gradually to fall. Paul was brought down at a stroke; those in
Psalm 107 had their hearts brought down with long protracted labour,
" they fell down and there was none to help." That was, in both cases,
because One wrought for and with and in them, One Who was set
for the fall and rising again of many in Israel. How many in the
Gospels came and fell, poor and needy, before Him Who only could
help. Their native ability could not lift them up nor maintain them
in their need either for things seen and temporal, or things unseen
and eternal.
Joseph Hart wrote a beautiful Christmas hymn (we sang it at home
so long as a home remained, and the unction of the Comforter was
not withheld). The last verse sings the praise of Him Who, sent of
the Father, came in such love and such humility to this place with
salvation. It says, "We fall before Thee,"
" Jesus, Thee we alJ adore ;
To Thee kingdom, power, and glory,
Be ascribed for evermore.
Glory first to God be given
In the highest heights, and then
Peace on earth brought down from heaven,
Peace and great goodwill to men."
FOLLOWER-ON.

"OPEN THY MOUTH WIDE."
Now the Lord comes, having made this wonderful declaration, "I
am the Lord thy God, I brought thee out of the land of Egypt. I have
sufficient for your needs. Everything in Me is for you; My wisdom,
power, grace, love, patience-all for you. Ministers are for you, whether
Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas. The world is for you, all things are yours,
and ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's." What then ~ We are
straitened for the most part. Thirst made Israel look on themselves,
and murmur; hunger made them look on themselves, and murmur.
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Is it not so, spiritually, with some of us? Now the Lord comes to
this point, " Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it." If we are led
into an understanding of what the Lord means by this word, " Open
thy mouth wide," and the promise, "and I will fill it," how do we
stand with regard to it? How ashamed we shall feel of our little
askings! Some of us have been always straitened in ourselves; not
in the Lord, but in ourselves. A little relief here, and we are content;
a complaint of our disease, and little or nothing more; a sense of need,
and scarcely a cry for a supply. This is just spoken about: "Open
thy mouth wide."
Now the Word of God is full of encouragement to seekers, which
when seen by faith, stimulates the soul. A thronging crowd followed
the Lord, and" He healed them that had need of healing." A woman
of Canaan came out of the coasts and cried unto Him, saying, " Have
mercy on me, 0 Lord, Thou Son of David, my daughter is grievously
vexed with a devil." A man goes to a friend at night to borrow three
loaves, for an unexpected friend of his had come, and there was no
provision in the house for him; and importunity obtained what friendship would have denied. Surely these cases say to needy seekers,
" Your diseases, your urgent needs, should be an incentive to press
your suit. The Lord is ready to save, to open His hand. Grace,
sovereign, free love, infinite compassion, are for you." But He has a
method, He will be sought after. "Thus saith the Lord God "-after
giving many exceeding great and precious promises-" For all these
things will I be inquired of by the house of Israel to do it for them."
:May we not be destroyed by the lazy desire of the sluggard, who
" desireth, and hath nothing."
Coming to the Gospel. There is a mystery in union with Christ.
Do you pant to experience it? A mystery in the height, the depth,
the length, the breadth, of the love of Christ. Do we pray to apprehend
it? There is a mystery in the Trinity. Paul prayed that the Colossians might be brought" unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the
Father, and of Christ." Did that scripture ever speak to any of you,
and say, " You feel ignorant, go with large petitions to the King for
instruction and an increase in the knowledge of God?" "Open thy
mouth wide." He has wisdom and goodness and grace, open thy
mouth wide. If you have faith to go with large petitions, stretching
- after what you do not now know, after manifestations of Christ in you,
of the mystery of Christ, the mystery of union with Him; the mystery,
not only of iniquity in you that makes you groan, but the mystery of
deliverance, the mystery of the Spirit, Whose presence is liberty;
then in this beautiful passage see the fulfilling of your desires: " We
all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit
of the Lord."
Now, brethren, let us test ourselves by those Scriptures, and diligently ask ourselves how we stand? Have we ever really stretched

532

The Gospel Magazine

out our hearts, by the power of the Holy Ghost, after a knowledge, an
experience, of those mysteries? Have we not rather been content
when what we call a little help has been given? Content even with
having made our complaints, resting there short of healing? Have
we not been living in self? In a religion of complaints and unbelief
and bondage with no power in our hearts to stretch out after things
which the Scriptures declare, and which the Lord's people in better
days than these richly experienced; but of which we are ignorant.
This opening of the mouth means, as I apprehend it, that by the
blessed operations of the Holy Ghost stirring up the soul, it is given
us to see that there is much more to be had than we apprehend; not
perhaps much more than we know in the letter, but much more than
we have ever apprehended and enjoyed by faith. Oh, we are straitened.
Those of you who fear God, and have been brought out of the land of
Egypt, know what contents you. Suppose a minister in preaching
tells you of your weaknesses, describes your sins, your diseases, your
sore places, and you hear him with some satisfaction in those regards
and say, "Well, he has described my case," have you gone home satisfied with that description of the disease, with no stretching out of your
soul after healing? Now may the Lord help you to open your mouth
wide for real healing, for an experience of His presence.
It is a great thing to pray, a greater thing to pray with panting
after the knowledge of God; a greater thing still to pray, longing for
that union with Christ that is set forth in the chapter which I read;
longing for an entrance into the mystery of that union, the mystery
of it beginning in eternity in God's purpose, the mystery of it coming
forth in Christ incarnate and teaching, and in His death and resurrection; and the mystery of it in experience. We sing, " In union with
the Lamb," the saints ever were; but does that express our own open
mouth, or are we content just to sing it? This is a great point in
religion. God has said, " This people have I formed for Myself; they
shall show forth My praise." When we are complaining of our sinfulness, it is good; when we complain that that lust, that wicked thought
overcame us, complain that we are in such a lean condition; when
we see the garden overrun with nettles and briars, and the wall broken
down that God once built up between ourselves and the world; this
sluggard finds his poverty comes" as one that travelleth, and his want
as an armed man." Does this meet any of you? If it does, what a
blessing it will be if you are enabled to obey this gracious word, " Open
thy mouth wide! "
"Thou art coming to a King;
Large petitions with thee bring;
For His grace and power are such,
None can ever ask too much."

He is not displeased when you come with loads of desires pressing you,
with fervent longings and burnings in your hearts to get near to Himself,
and apprehend a little, at any rate, of what is in Him.
J. K. POPHAM.
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THE KING'S PROTESTANT DECLARATION.

AT the opening of Parliament by the King, on Tuesday, Nov. 3rd.
His Majesty made the statutory Declaration of his Protestant Faith.
The Times reports this important event as follows :" The Lord Privy Seal, Lord Halifax, stepped forward from among
the Great Officers of State beside the Throne and, kneeling, handed
to the King the statutory Declaration of His Majesty's Protestant
Faith. This the King read in a clear voice, saying:"I, Edward VIII, do solemnly and sincerely in the presence of
God profess, testify, and declare that I am a faithful Protestant,
and that I will, according to the true intent of the enactments which
secure the Protestant succession to the Throne of my Realm, uphold
and maintain the said enactments to the best of my powers according
to law.
"The King then signed the Declaration, which was afterwards
received back into the hands of the Lord Privy Seal."

LETTER OF THE REV. JOHN NEWTON TO MRS. ANNE
CAYE, IN SERVICE AT OLNEY.
November 28th, 1797.
DEAR NANNY,

Why are you so cast down? It is, as you say, not probable that
we shall meet again upon earth, but I have no doubt of meeting you
in Heaven, if I get there myself, as I trust I shall, though I am a chief
sinner. For such our Lord Jesus came into the world to save. Yes,
I trust, you and I, as well as the thief upon the Cross, shall join in the
song, Thou hast redeemed us to God by Thy Blood!
The people that were upon the boards and broken pieces of the ship,
all got safe to shore. And when we come to our journey's end, we
shall soon forget the difficulties of the road; and the remembrance
of our weary steps will only make our Rest more welcome, and increase
our thankfulness to the Lord, Who guided, guarded, and supported
such unworthy creatures through this dangerous and trying wilderness.
But how is it that, after so long acquaintance with the Gospel, you
are still perplexing yourself with so many ifs and buts, and doubts and
fears? Are you not yet freed from that spirit of bondage which
oppressed most of the good women when I lived at Olney? Many
of them seemed to think that if they did not indulge a spirit of complaint
and unbelief, they could not be right. I have often wished they had
some better way of getting their livelihood, than by poring over their
Lace Pillows from morning till almost midnight, which made them lowspirited. But there were some cheerful Christians amongst them.
Mary Lambert, Betty Abraham, and a few others were not more
comfortable than you, because they thought themselves better than
you do, but because they were content to be saved as poor sinners,
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without any hope or plea, or righteousness or strength, but what they
derived from the Saviour.
Some of those good old women used to say, and I have often said
it after them, that " Grace puts much into the Heart, but it takes
nothing out." There are some effects of our depraved nature, which
cleave to us while we live in the body, as close as our skins, we cannot
avoid or suppress them. Nor does the Holiness of a sinner consist in
being wholly freed from them, but in watching and praying against
them, mourning over them, and being abased before the Lord on account
of them. We ought to be humbled for them, but not discouraged by
them. These things, such as wandering evil thoughts, a backwardness
to prayer, and the like, we should strive to fight against, but they are
part of that soul-sickness (this word is not very legible), which has
constrained us to apply to the Great Physician.
They who looked to the Brazen Serpent by God's appointment,
needed no other medicine. One Brazen Serpent sufficed for the whole
company of Israel. Thus the Lord Jesus is lifted up, and the word
is Look and Live, Believe and be saved. I wish you would consider
Unbelief as the worst of all your sins. It is flatly to contradict Him
Who is the Truth. He says, Him that cometh, I will in no wise cast
out; the apostle, He is able to save to the uttermost all that come
to God by Him. Put that and that together, and go on rejoicing.
I am glad you are comfortable with NIrs. Sample. We join in love
to you, and to her, and to all friends. Mrs. Hughes can tell you more.
I am, your affectionate friend,
JOHN NEWTON.

ARMINIANISM.
(From Toplady's Works, Vol. V, p. 184.)
As every reader may not have a clear, determinate idea of what
Arminianism precisely is, it may, to such, be satisfactory to know,
that it consists chiefly of five particulars. (1) The Arminians will
not allow election to be an eternal, peculiar, unconditional, and
irreversible act of God. (2) They assert that Christ died, equally. and
indiscriminately, for every individual of mankind; for them that
perish, no less than for them that are saved. (3) That saving grace
is tendered to the acceptance of every man; which he may, or may
not, receive, just as he pleases. Consequently, (4) That the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit is not invincible, but is suspended for
its efficacy on the will of man. (5) That saving grace is not an abiding
principle; but that those who are loved of God, ransomed by Christ,
and born again of the Spirit, may (let God wish and strive ever so
much to the contrary) throw all away, and perish eternally at last.
To these, many Arminians tack a variety of errors besides. But the
above may be considered as a general skeleton of the leading mistakes
which characterize the sect.
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UNTO US IS BORN A SON.
THE doctor opened the waiting-room door to call in the next patient,
and there stood two little tots hand-in-hand. "Please, we've called
for Mr. Brain's tablets," piped up the elder, a little girl about seven.
" Is Mr. Brain your grandpa? " asked the doctor. "No, I'm Joan
Gay from next door," she replied. "And is this your little brother? "
" No, that's Tommy Cole," said Joan, and went on eagerly, "there's
a new baby at Tommy's house; it come Tuesday!" "Is it a boy
or a girl?" the doctor inquired. "It's a little girl!" said Joan, for
Tommy kept silence. "Aren't you pleased to have a little sister,
Tommy ?" Tommy remained dumb, but his rosy face beamed with
pleasure, and he gave a most emphatic nod!
Tommy Cole's sister was not the only new arrival last Tuesday.
About two thousand babies are born every day in this country alone;
multiply that by all the countries in the world, and you will see what
a lot of new babies there are. All kinds of babies, too; some born
in palaces, and some in the slums; some white and some coloured;
some welcomed and loved like Tommy's little sister, some hated and
thrown out to die in an African jungle or down a Chinese well. But
in some ways all babies are just alike, and one of them is this-no
baby has any choice about the how, when, and where of his arrival.
That sounds difficult, but it works out like this: Prince Edward
could no more help being born in a palace than Tommy Cole's baby
sister could help being born in a little four-roomed house in a row;
it is no more the fault of the little English baby that he has a white
skin and a fair head than of the little Zulu baby that his skin is black
and his head all woolly. You see, the baby himself has no say in
the matter; he is born just where the providence of God arranges
it for him, whether in a rich home or a poor one, English or Indian,
Christian or heathen. It is all as God wills.
But with one Baby it was different. December is here, and
Christmas will soon be coming, when there will be so many things
to remind us of the birth of the Lord Jesus; and I want to show
you that in this very way, the Lord Jesus was different from all
other babies that have ever been born. For though He came as
a little Child, the Son of Mary, He was God's Son from the beginning
long before the world itself was made, and He Himself joined in the
eternal counsels of God in arranging all the details of His own Birth.
In the Garden of Eden His coming was foretold to Adam and Eve,
and all through the Bible are scattered references to His Birth. He
chose to be of the Hebrew race, of the tribe of Judah, of the royal
house of David; He chose Mary to be His mother, and little Bethlehem
to be His birthplace. Then when the exact time arrived that had
been arranged beforehand, God sent forth His Son, and the Lord
Jesus was born in the body God had prepared for Him.
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But why was it the body of a little child? Could He not have
come as a grown-up man? It was thus that He appeared to Abraham
in the plains of Mamre, to Joshua as the Captain of the host, to
Nebuchadnezzer when He made the fourth in the burning, fiery
furnace. It seems as if the Jews might have thought more of Him
if He had suddenly come as a great preacher, instead of the carpenter's
Son Who had grown up amongst them with His brothers and sisters.
But if He had done that, the whole law of God would not have
been fulfilled. From the earliest years God's law was binding on the
little Jewish boy; when he was only eight days old the seal of
circumcision must be set upon him, at six weeks he must be presented
to the Lord in the Temple, and here three times in the year all the
" men children" must go up to the Feasts at Jerusalem. Above and
beyond this ceremonial law were the two great commandments of
the law-to love God with the whole heart, and one's neighbour as
one's self. The Lord Jesus is the only Person Who ever completely
obeyed the whole of God's law; everyone else has fallen short, for
all we are sinners; but Jesus was without sin, fulfilling all righteousness. And this He did by laying aside all His riches in the
heavens, and choosing to be born a little Child in the stable of the
inn at Bethlehem. For He was born to save His people from their
sins and this He could only do first by keeping perfectly all the
commandments of God, and then by offering up His spotless Self
to bear the punishment of sin on the cross of Calvary. He saved
His people by taking upon Himself their sin and its punishment,
and giving to them His righteousness and its reward. All of us,
even when we are children, think that if we try to be good, we shall
go to heaven; that is an awful lie from Satan which has deceived
the whole world. Suppose you try to be good to-day, what about the
wrong you did yesterday? And anyhow, your best attempts at
goodness are stained and soaked with wrong. But God is so rich
in mercy, and in kindness and love, that He sent His Son so that
any poor sinner who despairs of his own goodness may be covered
with the goodness of Jesus, Who bore his sins in His own body on
the tree. If the filthy rags of your own righteousness have been
exchanged for the glorious robe of Christ's righteousness, then your
happiness this Christmas-time will not depend on the number of
presents you get or any of the other good things of Christmas; you
will joy in the Holy Ghost, Who teaches you in the things of God.
And that is a happiness that lasts.
DAMARIS.

"HE saves sinners, as Surety for their debt, by paying for them
the debt of perfect obedience, and thereby procuring for them a title
to heaven; and paying their debt of suffering, by taking their curse,
and thereby procuring for them the blessing of pardon."-(John
Berridge.)
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'!torresponlJenu.
THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE" AND DEEP SEA FISHERMEN.

To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
QUEEN MARY HOSTEL, GRIMSBY.
DEAR SIR.-Unknown donors have occasionallv included the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE in gifts of books which have reached us, and which our
Port Missioners distribute on the trawlers in this, the world's largest
fishing port.
So many of the men have commented on the spiritual help derived
from reading same during the tedious hours spent at sea, that I feel
constrained to write and invite your readers to pass them on to us
when they have finished with them.
Wholesome literature of all types is welcomed, but any with
particular reference to the Gospel of Christ is doubly desired.
Yours faithfully,
L. F. YELLAND.
(Superintendent, Royal National Mission
to Deep Sea Fishermen.)
(We commend this suggestion to our readers.-Editor of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE.)

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND.-When I saw this month's issue of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE it grieved me to read of the death of dear Mr. F. E. B.
Secrett, who has been a kind supporter of the Mission and myself.
Only ten days before he passed to the joy of his Lord, I had a letter
from him enclosing his kind help for us. Mr. Secrett wrote, "I am
sending you a parcel of books and enclose herewith a contribution
to be divided between the work and yourself. I am sorry you still
keep so infirm, and I pray that God will strengthen you for your
work. Are we not living in solemn times? It seems to me that
God has a controversy with us as a nation, yet He still extends to
us His long-suffering mercy. Personally I want to feel my heart's
affection going out to Him, but am often much depressed through
physical weakness. I have many mercies for which I am thankful."
I have also to record the death of another helper of the Book
Mission, the Dowager Marchioness of Dufferin and Ava, who for so
many years helped us with gifts of books.
Through God's great mercy, I have been enabled to prepare another
Report of the work, which will soon be issued. A subscriber writes,
" I wish I could hear that your health was improving. It must be
36
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a great struggle to get through your numerous duties under such
conditions."
Dr. Alexander, in his annual letter to me, writes this year: "Dear
Mr. Brider It will be with thankfulness that you find that the
succours which your friends have brought for your private needs
have not diminished the revenues of the Mission: it is somewhat
more than in foregoing years. You have been carried through another
year, although still enfeebled, house-bound, and halting. No day,
I should think, but you have answered your correspondents, and duly
dispatched your parcels. You are with the Church in the Psalms:
she traffics in the marts of the world, receives the gifts of the daughter
of Tyre, and makes her children princes in all lands. You cheer
us all by your example. Sincerely yours, David A. Alexander."
Will those friends who usually send literature for the men at
Christmas, kindly send me their gifts as soon as possible? I shall
be pleased to send a copy of the new Report to any friend who wishes
to know more about the Book Mission.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4, Nov. 2nd, 1936.
THE TWO SONS.
" By the older son we take to be meant all they who live within the
visible Kirk, who profess themselves to be Christ's, and yet, in the
meantime, they are nothing else but rotten hypocrites. And by the
younger son, who craved his portion of goods of his father, and went
away having gotten the same and spent it riotously, and then came
home and confessed this wandering, is meant any sinner who sees
his wanderings and is ladened with sin, and comes to Christ and
makes his moan to Him."-(Rutherford's " Quaint Sermons," p. 2(0).

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund:£ s. d.
£ s. d.
" One who values the
" A Grateful Reader" 1 0 0
o 5 0
Gospel Magazine"
A.K.
3 0 0
(per Miss M. Ormiston) 0 26
"A Thankoffering"
1 10 0
Rogers, Mr. H.
0 15 0
Buggs, Mr. J. H.
o 8 0 T. H. T. M.
0 6 0
Bull, Miss E.o.
TreJl.ain, Mr. & Mrs.W. 0 14 0
Davies, Mrs. A. W.
o 15 0 Trevener, Mrs. & Miss 0 7 6
Haworth, Miss
o 6 0 Urquhart, Miss S. A. 0 8 0
o 4 0 Way, Mr. T. J.
0 5 0
Honour, Mr. J. W.
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0
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In :Ilttemortam.
THE LATE MR. WILLIAM PREBBLE.
IT is with great sorrow that we record the death of Mr. William
Prebble, of North Dulwich, Herne Hill, London, and formerly of
Balham. His Home-call came on Oct. 27th, in his seventy-ninth
year. We have known him for a great number of years. A kind
letter to us from his pen appears in the March issue of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE in the year 1917. It was dated Jan. 18th of that year.
On two or three occasions we had the privilege of staying at his
house. The GOSPEL MAGAZINE was much valued by our friend. The
great truths for which it stands were very precious to his heart. For
a long period he has been one of the Trustees of the Magazine, and
it was a pleasure to meet him year by year at their Annual Meeting
held in London. Often he referred in appreciative terms to the
Magazine, indicating how much he valued its pages. He was specially
fond of Toplady's hymns and writings, Toplady having for a short
time been the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. On Jan. 20th, 1899,
a Memorial Tablet to Toplady, which had been erected in the Chancel
of Broad Hembury Church, where Toplady was Vicar from 1768 to
1776, was unveiled by the late Rev. James Ormiston, then Editor of
this Magazine. "The cost of the Memorial was raised by a Committee
consisting of Christians of various Denominations-lovers of the
Divine truths faithfully maintained by Mr. Toplady. Mr. W. Prebble,
who originated the proposal for the erection of the Memorial, acted as
Honorary Secretary." An excellent sermon from Isaiah xxvi. 4 was
preached on that occasion in Broad Hembury Church by Mr. Ormiston,
a copy of which, and the hymns sung at the service, are now in our
possession, presented to us by Mr. Prebble.
For a long period Mr. Prebble occupied an official position at
Grove Chapel, Camberwell, London, and he regularly attended the
services held there. We can see him now, in imagination, at the close
of a tea in the schoolroom, asking us to join in singing, "We thank
Thee, Lord, for this our food."
Mr. Prebble took a warm interest in the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society, and he was for many years one of the Committee of that
excellent Society.
Naturally we mourn his absence from our midst, while blessing
God for the assurance of the blessedness in heaven of our friend and
many others of the Lord's people, who are no longer with us.
Our warm and tender sympathy goes out to his wife and family.
May they all find refuge under the wings of the God of all comfort.
In these days when the Thirty-nine Articles are regarded by one
bishop at least as only fit for an ecclesiastical museum, it may be
well to recall that Mr. Prebble frequently spoke in warm terms of
appreciation of that great Confession of Faith. r
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t!Jrotestant 16eacon.
THE GREAT CONTROVERSY: WHICH IS THE CHANNEL
OF SALVATION?
FAITH? OR THE SACRAMENTS ?
(Abridged.)
By THE LATE REV. J. B. WADDINGTON, VICAR OF Low MOOR,
CLITHEROE, LANCASHIRE.
(Author of Gospel Tracts, Catechisms, etc.)
" What must I do to be saved? . . . Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and tho~t shalt be saved."-ACTS xvi. 30, 31.
THE great question for all who are anxious to escape the wrath due
to their sins, is this: How are the mer-its of Christ's death to be conveyed
to my soul?
Now this is just the point of the great controversy between the
Church of Rome and the Protestant Churches; between Evangelicals
and High Churchmen (Sacerdotalists).
Let us consider this vital question-which is one of life and death,
yea, of eternal life and eternal death to precious souls-with the
Bible in our hands.
How is a saving interest in the vicarious sufJerings of the Great SinBearer to be obtained and continued?
Through eartWy priests, and rites performed and sacrifices offered
by them? or direct from Him Who is both Priest and Sacrifice?
Is it through their ministrations or His?
To put it plainly, Are the Sacraments or is Faith the Divinely
appointed channel through which the salvation purchased by the
Saviour's blood is received by an anxious soul?
The Church of England states emphatically in Article XI, Of the
Justification of Man: "We are justified by faith only." In the
Homily of the Salvation of Mankind, by only Christ our Saviour, second
part, we read: "By faith only, we obtain remission of our sins."
In the Homily of the Death and Passion of our Saviour Christ, second
part, we read: "Almighty God . . . hath also ordained a certain
mean, whereby we may take fruit and profit to our souls' health.
What mean is that? Forsooth it is faith. . . . John iii. 16. Here
is the mean, whereby we must apply the fruits of Christ's death unto
our deadly wound. Here is the mean, whereby we must obtain eternal
life; namely, faith. Romans x. la; Acts xvi. 31; John xx. 31."
But in a question of such vital consequence we must not trust to
any man or creed, but must go to the Fountain head of all truththe Word of God Himself (Acts xvii. 11; 2 Tim. iii. 15; see Article VI).
There we find no uncertain sound, for salvation is clearly stated
(Eph. ii. 8) to be " by grace "-God's free, unmerited, loving-kindness
to guilty sinners; "through faith," or by simply trusting, as did the
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jailor at Philippi and the dying thief on the cross, to the merits and
promises of an Almighty Saviour. (Heb. x. 14; see John iii. 14-18,36 ;
v. 24; Acts xiii. 38, 39; xvi. 30, 31; Rom. iii. 28; Gal. ii. 20.)
Dear reader, Do you now see that salvation-pardon and acceptance-must be received direct from Christ, not from the priest?
Through faith, and therefore not through the sacraments or priestly
ministrations?
The moment that you are led by the Spirit to give up all trust in
ceremonies, ministers, or your own merits, and trust only in Christ
and His" finished" work, eternal salvation is yours. (John iii. 14;
v. 24; Rom. viii. 14-17.)
Then will you find it a great refreshment, and esteem it your high
privilege to draw near with a contrite and thankful heart to your
Lord's Table, taking the bread and wine in grateful remembrance
of His death upon the cross, when He suffered in your stead; by
faith realizing His blessed presence in your soul-that faith confirmed,
as well as grace increased, by means of that sacred ordinance in which
we " show the Lord's death till He come" (1 Cor. xi. 26.)

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THERE are 1050 pensioners on the books of the Society at the present
time, whose gratitude for the help afforded is warmly expressed.
The Annual Sale of Work and meeting in connection with the
Eastbourne Auxiliary took place in Grove Road Chapel and schoolroom, on Wednesday, Oct. 20th. The Sale was opened by Canon
S. M. Warner, M.A., who spoke upon the" Pilgrim's Redeemer and
Resource." It was a great regret to all that, owing to illness, the
President of the Auxiliary (Mr. H. Popham) was unable to be present.
The Chair at the evening meeting was taken by Mr. M. C. Funnell,
and addresses were given on the work of the Society by Mr. Percy
Wakeley and the Secretary.
The Autumn Meeting of the Hornsey Rise Home was held on
Friday, Nov. 6th. The Sale in the afternoon was very successful.
In the evening a very helpful sermon was preached by the Rev. John
Raven from John xiv. 27.
The Society has lost a valued friend by the decease of Mr. William
Prebble. He had been a member of the Board since 1919, and for
some time was Treasurer of the Tunbridge Wells Auxiliary.

"WHEN the Lord God determined to bring many sons unto glory
through Christ Jesus, the means by which He intended to bring
them unto that end, were in His purpose, es well as the end itself ;
therefore all things were ordered and made sure, even to the very
hairs of their head; for they are all numbered. What a continual
source of comfort is this to believers! "-(W. Romaine.)
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lLteuttlllS anb jtottces of Jaoots.
THE MAKING OF MARCUS. By Grace Pettman. Pp. 160. Price 1/6 ;
by post 1/10. (John Ritchie, Ltd., Kilmarnock, Scotland.)
This is a thrilling story. Marcus was the only son of a wealthy,
worldly, and fashionable lady, and she was a widow. He had been
greatly spoilt. His mother, for the sake of larger interest, invested
all her money in one concern. A crash, however, came, and she
was reduced to poverty, and then killed in a motor car accident.
The son, nearly twenty, was reduced to absolute poverty and had to
live in very poor circumstances in London. He had a praying lady
cousin and eventually in answer to her prayers and in God's wonderful
providence, he became possessed of a caravan, and found work and
also found grace in the eyes of the Lord. The story shows the vanity
of wealth, of balls and other worldly amusements, and illustrates the
mercy of God in saving and prospering elect sinners. The theology
of the book, however, is Arminian, though it is less prominent than
in many story books.
THE MISLEADING OF CHRISTENDOM. By Rev. N. A. E. Earle, M.A.,
LL.B. Pp. 81. Price 6d. (Thynne & Co. Ltd., 28-30, Whitefriars Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.)
Although this pamphlet only occupies eighty-one pages, it is specially
valuable. The author has a keenly penetrating mind, and he very
clearly discerns the signs of the times. The pamphlet is divided into
two parts. Part I deals with "Modern International Political and
Civilizing Aims and Methods," and the author points out that failure.
is stamped upon them all. The Economic Conference failed, the
Disarmament Conference failed, and the Covenant of the League of
Nations has failed. The author shows that everything is tending
to show that the predicted awful apostasy from God and His truth
is rapidly developing. He considers that "there can be no doubt
that all the Churches, apostatizing from the faith, will combine into
one great Church at last, . . . denying the supernatural, following
in the wake of modern 'knowledge' or 'science falsely so called,'
which has popularized the unproved and discredited theory of evolution as truth" (p. 29).
Part 11 deals with" Modernism-the' Improved' Version of the
Christian Revelation." He points out that Modernism rejects an
infallible Bible, but makes use of Evangelical language in a new sense.
The Church, he feels, has virtually abandoned the Gospel. As a
result, the birth-rate is decreasing, divorce and gambling are on the
increase, and there is a steady decline in Church attendance. The
whole tendency of things is anti-Scripture, anti-Christian, and antiGod.
Without necessarily endorsing every detail in this pamphlet, we
cordially commend it to the consideration of our readers.
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MEMOIR OF MR. H. PATTERSON. Pp. 158. Price 3/-; by post 3/4.
(C. J. Farncombe & Sons, Ltd., 30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate
Circus, London, E.C.4.)
The full title of this volume is, "An account of some of God's
gracious dealings with Harry Patterson, for thirty-seven years Pastor
of' Providence' Strict Baptist Chapel, St. Louis Road, West Norwood,
London (1898-1936)." The volume contains an interesting Autobiography of Mr. Patterson, and an account of bis last days and the
funeral. Three of Mr. Patterson's sermons are given with slight
abbreviations. These are followed by a selection of his letters (twentysix in number), and a number of his poems. All who knew him will
no doubt be glad to have a copy of this memoir of one who for so
long a time miuistered the Word of God in Upper Norwood and elsewhere. Mr. Patterson had nine children, and his income was small,
often making it difficult for him and his wife to make both ends
meet. We are glad to note that they never went into debt-an
example which we believe all God's children should follow. The
volume records remarkable ways in which the Lord provided for
their needs from time to time, and thus displayed His faithfulness.
His case reminds us of the words of the apostle, " Even so hath the
Lord ordained that they which preach the Gospel should live of the
Gospel" (1 Cor. ix. 14). We wonder if all the Lord's people contribute
as much as they should to .the support of faithful ministers.
WILLIAM TYNDALE-THEOLOGIAN AND TRANSLATOR. By Rev. S.
Leigh Hunt. Pp. 16. Price 2td., post free. (Sovereign Grace
Union, 31, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.)
Those who cannot read the full life of William Tyndale would do
well to purchase this excellent pamphlet. In brief form the outstanding facts of Tyndale's life and work are here given, and five
and a half pages are occupied in giving extracts from his writings,
showing his clear insight into Evangelical truth.
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND ALMANAC FOR THE YEAR 1937. Price 2d.,
or bound in cloth 6d. net; postage extra. (Church Association,
13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.)
All Evangelical Churches will welcome this Almanac; the fortyninth year of its issue. On its front cover there is a portrait of
William Tyndale, and there is an article on this great servant of God
who gave to England the first printed New Testament.
We have received MILDRED HUGHES, which is described as "A
Christian Novel." The authoress is Janie Langford. Pp. 160.
Price 2/-. (Thynne & Co. Ltd., 28-30, Whitefriars Street, Fleet
Street, London, E.C.4.)
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WONDERS OF GRACE. By Pastor Stephen H. Jarvis, Minister of the
Gospel at Blackgang, Isle of Wight. Pp. 176. Price about 3/-.
(May be obtained of Pastor Stephen H. Jarvis, Blackgang, Isle
of Wight; or C. J. Farncombe & Sons Ltd., 30, Imperial Buildings,
Ludgate Circus, London, KC.4.)
The full title of this book is " Wonders of Grace in the Salvation of
a Large Family." This family consisted of Abraham and Mary
J arvis, and their seven sons and three daughters. All of these,
remarkable to relate, were effectually called by Divine grace, and
all except two brothers are now in heaven. Three of the sons, David,
J oseph, and Stephen, became ministers of the Gospel.
The volume contains many interesting letters which speak of the
spiritual experiences of various members of the family. Special
attention is fixed on Joseph Jarvis, who for thirty-three years was
the faithful Pastor of the Baptist Church, Devonshire Road, Greenwich,
and who was called Home suddenly in September, 1928. Three of
the sermons which he preached are given at length in the concluding
part of the volume. Mr. K M. G. Mockford, of Devizes, speaks very
warmly of him in the Preface to this book.
We feel sure that all who knew him, and the other members of
this family, will be specially glad to possess and read this record of
God's mercy and grace. The book has many illustrations.

•
We have received My POCKET COMPANION, 1937. We have no doubt
that the Publisher is right when he says of it, "The diary is
produced in chaste style, and whilst undoubtedly for popular
distribution the paper cover edition will be largely used (price
2td., post free), yet the superior editions, published at 6d., 1/-,
and 2/6, will be eagerly seized by those wishing for the diary
for personal use." Orders should be addressed: Protestant
Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, KC.4.
GOLDEN TREASURE: TALKS WITH YOUNG PEOPLE. By the late
Mrs. Houghton. Pp. 264, in good type. Price 2/6 net. Reduced
rates for six or more copies. Publisher, Mr. B. S. Taylor, 23,
Bedford Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.
Another thousand copies of this book are being bound. We hope
all our readers will keep it in mind when purchasing gifts for young
and old at this season. The book is specially suitable for prizes for
the young people of Sabbath Schools, but a great many older people
value it. Many would find it helpful to read one of the Talks every
morning. We find joy and profit in thus reading it ourselves.
END OF VOLUME LXXI.-NEW SERIES.
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