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" Wbo comfortetb us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COll1NTlllANS i. 4.

A FAMILY PRAYER MEETING.
" And being let go, they went to their own company, and reported all
that the chief priests and elders had said unto them. And when
they heard that, they lifted up their voice to GOD with one accord."
-ACTS iv. 23, 24.
MATTHEW HENRY says, " CHRIST'S followers do best in company,
provided it be their own company." Peter and John, when they
were liberated, naturally went to their own company. They went
to the other members of the LORD'S family who were probably
concerned about their safety, and "they reported all that the
chief priests and elders had said unto them." Peter and John
had healed a man who had been lame from his birth. As the
people saw this man" walking, and leaping, and praising GOD,"
" they were filled with wonder and amazement at that which had
happened unto him."
Peter reminded them that it was by the name of JESUS, the
SON of GOD, that this man had been made strong and well-the
JESUS Whom they had denied, rejected, and crucified. But he
assured them that GOD had raised Him from the dead. He was
the SEED of Abraham through Whom all the kindreds of the earth
would be blessed, and GOD had sent Him to bless the literal seed
of Abraham by turning them from their iniquities. The preaching
by these apostles of the resurrection from the dead was too much
for the Sadducees who did not believe in this great truth. Accordingly the apostles were arrested and kept in bondage till the next
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day. Then they were brought before the great Jewish council,
and commanded" not to speak at all nor teach in the name of
JESUS," and they were "threatened" as to the consequences if
they dared to disobey.
By GOD'S grace they stood firm, but they naturally felt the
trouble which had come upon them, and it was an immense comfort
to them to repair to their own company and report to them their
trying experiences. It is a great mercy if other members of the
LORD'S family are near at hand to tell them of our troubles. GOD'S
people are bidden to " rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep
with them that weep." Some of the LORD'S people are shut off
. from" their own company." They are in lonely, isolated positions,
and they miss the fellowship with their own company of which
this chapter speaks. Those who enjoy this fellowship need to
think with sympathy of those who have it not, and they should
specially pray for them and minister to them, possibly by correspondence or in other ways.
Now when Peter and John had rehearsed their troubles to their
own company, the company "lifted up their voice to GOD with
one accord." That was the best thing to do under the circumstances. Probably one voice led the meeting in united prayer,
and all the meeting with one mind and one heart went with the
speaker into the presence of GOD, and besought Him to behold
the threatenings of their adversaries, and grant to His servants
courage and boldness to go on speaking His Word. It was a prayer
of faith which they offered, and though our troubles are not precisely
the same as theirs, the same faith in GOD which they displayed is
needed by the LORD'S family to-day.
1. First, let it be noticed that they had faith in GOD'S creative power.
They went back in thought to the first chapter of Genesis, and
they said, "Thou art GOD, which hast made heaven, and earth,
and the sea, and all that in them is." The heaven above, the
earth beneath, and the waters that are under the earth, are the
result of His creative power. They would remember that He
Himself had said, "In six days the LORD made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that in them is" (Exod. xx. 11). The inspired
apostles, and the other members of the LORD'S family who were
present, had no doubt about the truth of the first chapter of Genesis
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and the truth of the Book of Exodus. Nor should we. Our
LORD and His apostles are greater authorities than the Higher
Critics and the followers of Darwin.
Our LORD was there when the creation of the universe took
place, and He has perfect knowledge covering that stupendous
display of Divine power.
But why should these troubled members of the LORD'S family
recall His creative power 1 Evidently for their own comfort.
They were threatened by the ecclesiastical authorities. The power
of the Jewish council was great, but the power of GOD was greater.
He had unlimited power. He Who created the stars could surely
deliver His people from the power of men. These early Christians
were not the first who got comfort from the first chapter of Genesis.
Jeremiah the prophet got similar comfort. He said, "Ah, LORD
GOD! behold, Thou hast made the heaven and the earth by Thy
great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard
for Thee" (Jer. xxxii. 17). That applies to our needs and difficulties. He Who made the heaven and the earth by His great
power can surely supply our needs and solve our difficulties.
There is no difficulty He cannot overcome, no danger from which
He cannot deliver, no need which He cannot supply. Whatever
our troubles, needs, or circumstances, let us remember there is
nothing too hard for Him.
Moreover, He cares for and pities all His children and His eyes
are upon them, and His ears are open to their prayers. Approach
Him then, " believing that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them
that diligently seek Him" (Heb. xi. 6).
2. Secondly, these early Ohristians had faith in God's predictive
knowledge.
They believed that He knew all things, that nothing in the
future was hid from His eyes. He knew the end from the beginning.
This faith in His prophetic knowledge was founded on the Word
of GOD. They believed the historical parts of the Bible, they also
believed the prophetical parts of the same inspired volume, and
they found comfort in both. They had recalled the teaching of
Genesis, now they recall the teaching of the prophetic Psalms.
They recalled the second Psalm. GOD spake it by the mouth of
His servant David. He had said, "Why did the heathen rage,
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and the people imagine vain things 1 The kings of the earth
stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the LORD,
and against His CHRIST."
They saw that this was a prophecy, foretelling recent events,
though uttered hundreds of years before. Of a truth this prophecy
foretold the recent sufferings of CHRIST. " For of a truth against
Thy holy child JESUS, Whom Thou hast anointed, both Herod,
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel,
were gathered together," and had crucified Him.
Well, what comfort could these troubled saints derive from
this 1 Well, it proved that the LORD'S crucifixion was no mere
accident and no mere result of man's hatred. GOD knew it all
beforehand, and He predicted that it would happen. It was all
according to a Divine plan. But how would this bring comfort
to their troubled hearts 1 Well, they were members of CHRIST'S
body, and if the world hated Him, it would hate His people. Their
trouble therefore was not due to any special sin of theirs, nor did
it arise from Divine displeasure against them. Hence they could
still look up to Him, and be assured that He still loved them, and
was still on their side, even though the ecclesiastical world was
against them. Their LORD had told them beforehand that the
world would hate them and persecute them. But He bade them
be of good cheer "in spite of the tribulation which they would
have in the world" (John xvi. 1-4, 33). He even said, "Blessed
are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall
say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake. Rejoice,
and be exceeding glad; for great is your reward in heaven: for
so persecuted they the prophets which were before you" (Matt.
v. 11, 12).
All this is written for our learning. We, to-day, who are members
of the LORD'S family must be prepared to go forth unto Him
without the camp bearing His reproach. All the really godly in
CHRIST JESUS must suffer persecution, but nothing can separate
them from the love of CHRIST, nor from the love of their Divine
FATHER in heaven.
3. Thirdly, these early Christians had faith in GOD'S redeeming
purpose.
When Herod and Pilate and the Gentiles and the children of
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Israel were gathered together against CHRIST, they were unwittingly
carrying out the gracious and redeeming purpose of GOD. They
" gathered together, for to do whatsoever Thy hand and Thy counsel
determined before to be done" (Acts iv. 27, 28). These early
Christians believed this. They saw that though wicked hands
had crucified and slain their LORD, He was really delivered up to
death "by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of GOD"
(Acts ii. 23). The death of CHRIST had been foretold by GOD
through the prophets of the Old Testament. It was the Divine
purpose that it should take place. CHRIST Himself came on purpose
"to give His life a ransom for many." No man really took His
life from Him. He laid it down of Himself, voluntarily and of
set purpose. But why did the FATHER, the SON and the HOLY
GHOST arrange and carry out the death of the HOLY ONE ~ Ah,
here is the answer. "Herein is love, not that we loved GOD,
but that He loved us, and sent His SON to be the propitiation for
our sins" (l John iv. 10).
CHRIST, because He loved the Church, gave Himself for her.
Because He loved me, "He gave Himself for me" (see Eph.
v. 25-27; Gal. ii. 20).
The FATHER sent Him on purpose to redeem His people with
His blood, and they can now say, "CHRIST hath redeemed us
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us" (Gal. iii. 13).
"We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of His grace" (Eph. i. 7). Here then is
more comfort.
4. Lastly, the early Christians had faith in God's enabling grace.
They were poor and needy as we are. They had no strength
and no courage of their own. How could they confront their
ecclesiastical adversaries ~ How could they dare to go against
their commands ~ Only if enabled to do so by Divine grace.
Hence they prayed, "Now, LORD, behold their threatenings: and
grant unto Thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak
Thy word." There was no suggestion of compromise or of weak
compliance with a human command which conflicted with the
command of GOD. They definitely sought for grace to obey GOD
at all costs. They therefore ask the LORD to behold the threatenings
which hung over them, and give them grace to be obedient to Him
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whatever the consequences. "And when they had prayed, the
place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they
were all filled with the HOLY GHOST, and they spake the word of
GOD with boldness."
Thus GOD graciously responded to their faith. He is the same
GOD to-day. Let us take comfort from His creative power, His
predictive knowledge, His redeeming purpose, and His enabling
grace. "GOD is able to make all grace abound toward us; that
we, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to
every good work" (2 Cor. ix. 8).
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

"THY WAY IS IN THE SEA."
'Trs when the cares of life increase,
That God His will performs:
What should I know of heavenly peace
Without the earthly storms?
The" bread of tears" is wholesome food
When sweetened with His love:
And sorrows, wisely understood,
His loving-kindness prove.
My little faith delights to know
His care is all for me:
He tells the raging wind to blow,
Then walks upon the sea.
My fainting heart that now surveys
The wonders of His hand,
Shall trace the wisdom of His ways,
When I get safe to land.
WrLLIAM WrLEMAN.
Wimbledon Park.
" By propitiation is meant the full and complete satisfaction of the
claims of the law on the sinner by the infliction of the law's penalty
on the Lord Jesus Christ as the sinner's Substitute."-(Oanon Edward
Hoare.)
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DIVINE BENEFITS.
"Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits."PSALM ciii. 2.

THE month of December reminds us that the old year is closing.
Soon, like many previous years, it will have passed away for ever.
We do well, however, to recall the benefits and mercies which we
have enjoyed during its course. No doubt we can recall trials,
difficulties, dangers, and temptations, but alongside of them all,
how many have been the benefits! Experiences have varied, but
the experience of every child of God has brought with it many
tender mercies. The Lord hath not forsaken anyone of us, even
though He may have been pleased to try our faith. Let us then
close the year by thinking of His benefits.
1. First, think of the Lord Whose benefits we have enjoyed.
The Psalm shows He is a righteous Jehovah. "The Lord
executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed"
(verse 6). He is righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His
works. He notices the injustice, the cruelty and the tyranny of
oppressors, and sooner or later He visits them with judgment.
" For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, now
will I arise, saith the Lord; I will set him in safety from him that
puffeth at him" (Ps. xii. 5). He may delay to intervene, but we
are bidden to wait His time. "Fret not thyself because of him
who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth
wicked devices to pass. . . . For evil doers shall be cut off"
(Ps. xxxvii. 7-9). Sooner or later He will scatter the proud in
the imagination of their hearts.
He is a merciful Jehovah. He is" plenteous in mercy" (verse 8),
"great in mercy" (verse 11), "eternal in His mercy" (verse 17).
His mercy is from everlasting to everlasting. He is a pitying
J ehovah. "The Lord pitieth them that fear Him" (verse 13).
How much we feel our need of His pity and compassion, and how
comforting that He beholds His people with fatherly pity.
He is a reigning Jehovah. "His throne is in the heavens and His
kingdom ruleth over all" (verse 19).
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He Whose benefits we have enjoyed is our righteous, merciful,
pitying, and reigning Jehovah. All His benefits are in harmony
with His righteousness, His mercy, His pity, and His sovereignty.
2. Secondly, think of the benefits for which we have reason to bless
His name.
We put in the foreground His spiritual benefits. They are all

comprehended in the word forgiveness. He is a God "Who
forgiveth all Thine iniquities." He knows what He is doing when
He does this, for He knows all our iniquities. We read, "Thou
hast set our iniquities before Thee, our secret sins in the light of
Thy countenance" (Ps. xc. 8). All our iniquities are spread out
before Him. Our most secret sins are known to Him. Our
iniquities are more in number than the hairs of our heads, yet He
forgiveth all our iniquities. The pardon is full and complete. It
is also personal.
.
He "forgiveth all thine iniquities." Thou who hast committed
them, thou art he whose iniquities He forgiveth. He Himself
exercises pardoning mercy. David said, "I will confess my
transgressions unto the Lord; and Thou forgavest the iniquity
of my sin" (Ps. xxxii. 5). To Him, not to a sinner like ourselves,
belongeth mercy and forgiveness. "The blood of Jesus Christ
His Son cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John i. 7). Here is the ground
of His forgiving mercy. "We have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace"
(Eph. i. 7). By faith in His blood all our iniquities are forgiven.
"I write unto you little children, because your sins are forgiven
you for His name's sake" (1 John ii. 13).
But He bestows temporal as well as spiritual benefits. "He
healeth all thy diseases." He" redeemeth thy life from destruction." He "crowneth thee with loving-kindness and tender
mercies." He" satisfies thy mouth with good things; so that
thy strength is renewed like the eagle's." All this is enough to
make our mouths water.
What a mercy to experience such a catalogue of benefits.
3. But, think of the danger of forgetting His benefits.

Is such a thing possible? Sad to say, it is. We are in danger
of being like the chief butler of whom we read, "Yet did not the
chief butler remember Joseph, but forgat him" (Gen. xl. 23).
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See what is recorded about God's own peculiar people. "They
soon forgat His works." "They forgat God their Saviour, Which
had done great things in Egypt" (Ps. cvi. 13, 21). They forgot
God their Saviour, and they forgot His saving mercies. Are we
any better than they? Are we not in danger of failing to remember
Him and all His benefits? See how He speaks to Israel. He says,
"Can a maid forget her ornaments or a bride her attire? Yet
My people have forgotten Me days without number" (J er. ii. 32).
Shame upon us if we fail to remember what great things He hath
done for us.
There is always a danger when we are prosperous of forgetting
the Divine source of our mercies. "When thou shalt have
eaten and be full; then beware lest Thou forget the Lord"
(Deut. vi. 11, 12). Oh, what wayward creatures we are! How
needful it is that we should always walk very humbly, and how
needful that we should continually watch and pray lest we enter
into temptation. " Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed
lest he fall" (1 Cor. x. 12).
4. A closing word as to the manner of blessing His holy name.
" Bless the Lord, 0 my soul: and all that is within me, bless His
holy name." " Soul music is the soul of music." Not mere vocal
praise, but praise which comes from the heart and mind and soul
and strength is pleasing to God.
Moreover, our praise should be daily and continuous. "I will
bless the Lord at all times: His praise shall oontinually be in my
mouth." Besides, if we have an overflowing sense of His mercies,
we shall want others to join us in praise. "0 magnify the Lord
with me, and let us exalt His name together. I sought the Lord,
and He heard me, and delivered me from all my fears." ... "This
poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of
all his troubles" (Ps. xxxiv. 1-6). Are we not all poor men and
poor women, and is it not a mercy that He hears the cry of the
poor?
"Oh bless the Lord, my soul!
Let all within me join,
And aid my tongue to bless His Name
Whose favours are Divine."
THE EDITOR.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Whither the Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an High
Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec."-HEBREWS vi. 20.
THERE is in this one verse alone subject matter-the priesthood of
the Lord Jesus-which able and scholarly pens have never exhausted,
nor will they; whilst we gratefully acknowledge their many and
acceptable testimonies. But" R " is still as a little child; a simple
learner in the lowest form and has not" attained."
It was just those two words in our verse, "even Jesus," which
arrested the mind and captivated the affections and caused the reaching out of the soul after the Beloved, and which has led us to pen
our meditation, with the prayerful desire that others may be blessed
and their hearts warmed with the heavenly flame of that precious
and all-endearing Name, to His eternal praise.
The first mention of that Name is thrilling to the soul! The Father
reserved that right and glorious declaration of it to Himself. He
must give to His people the Name of Him Who was Covenanted to
save them from their sins. And that announcement was made when
" the fulness of time had come," and the ages of promise had fulfilled
their purpose, and the setting forth in types and shadows, in prophecy
and promise, was now to be superseded by the coming of Him Whom
they had all set forth and declared. In reference to the Covenant
salvation to be undertaken and perfectly fulfilled by His beloved Son,
the Father declares by " an angel of the Lord, in a dream, to Joseph,
Fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife; for that which is conceived
in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a Son; and
thou shalt call His Name Jesus; for He shall save His people from
their sins" (Matt. i. 20, 21). So, whilst this glorious and Covenant
salvation was set forth in the Old Testament Scriptures by various
other and gloriously bestowed names, as Shiloh, Star, Sceptre,
Emmanuel, Prince of Peace, etc., the Name of Jesus, so' precious and
sweet and dear to the heart of His sinner-train, was now pronounced
by God the Father as that Name which is above every other, "For
He shall save His people from their sins." Thenceforward throughout
the New Testament Scriptures, that thrice-blessed Name (mentioned
about 159 times) is the captivating force, the centre theme, and the
all-prevailing plea in the Father's estimation, because of what His
dear Son would assuredly accomplish. He alone was able to perform
the work He had undertaken in the salvation of His redeemed.
"This is the Name-Jesus, which peculiarly affords inestimable
comfort and peace to the believing mind, and which, therefore, can
never be too much considered by those who hope to share in the
blessings which He, Who bare it, hath brought into the world. In
the Name of Jesus the whole Gospel lies hid; it is the light, food,
and medicine of the soul" (Ambrose Serle).
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" His nature was pure, without a stain or spot; the holy, harmless,
undefiled, and separate from sinners; and the obedience performed
through His infinite love was just what the law required. It was a
love with all the heart, and mind, and strength; it sprang from and
was actuated by a good motive; He breathed holiness with every
breath; His soul was the birthplace of holiness, a fountain from
whence it flowed without intermission; glory, bright, unclouded glory
to God was transparent in every thought. His every word was an
oracle of truth, and extended to the utmost stretch of the law, both
towards God and man; and each word was an eternal declaration
of its sinless perfection; His every action was a comment on the
righteousness and holiness of the law" (H. Fowler, 1815).
And you and I, fellow-believers, feeling ourselves so utterly incapable
of expression, can only breathe out of the fulness of our hearts, with
the Shulamite, "Yea, He is altogether lovely." We cannot express
Him as we would; we know not how to form our language of Him :" Our grateful lips are dumb at best,
We must die to speak of Christ."

Truly we are in an inexhaustible field of meditation. We would
search into His gloriously lovely Person, that holy Lamb of God,
Who went about as a lowly Stranger, performing the work His Father
had given Him to do, and in His stainless character enduring all the
contradiction of sinners against Himself. He was the meek and lowly
One; He was the Divine Healer; His every word breathed omnipotence, and He was the mighty to save and to bless; to subdue the
overwhelming storm; to command the unruly waves to be still; to
raise the dead; to restore the sick, and to give salvation to sin-sick
souls. To all this, the Father witnessed, "When there came such
a voice to Him from the excellent glory, This is My beloved Son, in
Whom I am well pleased" (2 Peter i. 17). And again, " This is my
beloved Son, hear Him" (Luke ix. 35).
Say, beloved reader, in your meditation with me at this time, is
your whole heart and all its affections going out after this precious
Name, even Jesus? Search and inquire, what is He to your soul?
Is He revealed to you as the very Chiefest among ten thousand and
"the altogether lovely One"? Is His work "finished" and "perfected," your alone resting place, or are you attempting to add one
iota to it and dishonour Him in His for ever perfected work which
alone is accepted of the Father for every coming sinner? Oh, there
seems to be something sadly lacking in many of us in not reaching
out after the Person of God's beloved Son. It is Jesus Himself we
need; not to be content to read of Him and all that He did, but to
draw nearer still; to press closer and closer like that poor sinner in
that Galilean crowd and say within ourselves, "I must touch Him."
The multitudes may follow and press and throng Him, but I can be
content with nothing less than a touch of faith and a word of life
in response. Oh, virtue is still there, and " Somebody hath touched
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Me" is still the inexpressively sweet realization to a coming sinner.
" Somebody" has derived healing and life, and is now no longer a
slave to sin and its burdens and sorrows.
Oh, that lovely blessed Healer of Gennesaret, that thrice holy Lamb
of God on Jordan's banks. Was it any wonder that when John
the Baptist thus pointed Him out, John's disciples" left him and
followed Jesus"? And it is the same to-day, dear readers. It is
still Jesus only which is faith's vision. " We would see Jesus" is
the desire of every regenerate heart. It is "then came Jesus," in
spite of closed doors, and to the gladdening of the hearts of His sad
and lonely disciples.
"Jesus, the very thought of Thee,
With sweetness fills the breast :
But sweeter far Thy face to see,
And in Thy presence rest."
And this blessed One Whom we have been so feebly and imperfectly
desiring to set forth is, in the language of our text, the glorious
Forerunner of His people. "Whither the Forerunner is for us entered,
even Jesus." He, as Son of man, came to earth to fulfil His mission
and run His race, set before Him. Perfectly did He accomplish it.
He went about doing good. He healed diseases; He forgave sins;
He brought salvation to heart and home, as the Sent One of His
Father to preach good tidings. He ran His race; He fulfilled the
purpose for which He came to earth; and now as the glorious
Forerunner of His people He for them entered within the veil and
is the pledge and Representative for everyone of His blood-bought
children. Yes, it is He, even Jesus, Who is there for you, fellow sinner,
who cannot plead for yourself, but who know that if you are saved
it is in and through His merits, His all-atoning blood, His spotless
righteousness, and His finished salvation. No wonder that His people
are taught to rest alone upon that dear Name; to look to Him alone
for their salvation, and to recognize that there is none other Name
under heaven whereby we can be saved. But where are we? Words
fail. Lost in wonder, love, and praise! In reference to that precious
and adorable Name, we lie low and say:"Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing,
My dear Redeemer's praise;
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace."
Yet our mercy and hope is, He knows the innermost desires of our
hearts, and that, with poor, sinful, and repentant Peter, there rings
out of our inmost and forgiven hearts the words, " Lord, Thou knowest
all things, Thou knowest that I love Thee."
"Jesus, the Name ador'd above,
The Name that saints supremely love;
The Name which devils most abhor;
The Name whence sinners comfort draw.
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"Jesus, no name is half so sweet;
It makes angelic joys complete;
Revives the trembling contrite souls,
And sins, and fears, and foes, controls.
"Jesus, Thy Name is my delight,
My food, my med'cine, strength and light;
The armour I would ever wear,
Thy pledge of heaven, my glory there! "
(Joseph Imns.)

In the language of the hymn so familiar to us at this sacred season
·of the year, when we celebrate the birthday of Him Who was" born
King," may our hearts be warmed as we call upon them and one
.another in that precious, all-prevailing Name of Jesus, to:" Come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! "

R.
"LOINS GIRDED."
" OUR Lord tells us that we ought to be 'like unto men that wait
-for their lord.' We ought to be like servants who expect their master's
return, fulfilling our duties in our several stations, and doing nothing
which we would not like to be found doing when Christ comes again.
" The standard of life which our Lord has set up here is an exceedingly high one-so high, indeed, that many Christians are apt to
flinch from it, and feel cast down. And yet there is nothing here
which ought to make a believer afraid. Readiness for the return of
Christ to this world implies nothing which is impossible and unattainable. It requires no angelical perfection. It requires no man to
forsake his family, and retire into solitude. It requires nothing more
than the life of repentance, faith, and holiness.
" The man who is living the life of faith in the Son of God is the
man whose 'loins are girded,' and whose 'light is burning.' Such
-a man may have the care of kingdoms on him, like Daniel--or be a
servant in a Nero's household, like some in Paul's time. All this
matters nothing. If he lives looking unto Jesus, he is a servant who
·can ' open to Him immediately.'
" Surely it is not too much to ask Christians to be men of this kind.
Surely it was not for nothing that our Lord said, ' The Son of man
·cometh at an hour when ye think not.'
" Are we ourselves living as if we were ready for the second coming
of Christ ~ Well would it be if this question were put to our consciences
more frequently. It might keep us back from many a false step in
·our daily life. It might prevent many a backsliding.
"The true Christian should not only believe in Christ, and love
Christ. He should also look and long for Christ's appearing. If he
cannot say from his heart, , Come, Lord Jesus,' there must be something wrong about his soul."-(Bishop J. C. Ryle's "Expository
I'houghts on Luke.")
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THE THIEF ON THE CROSS.
PART

II.

SERMON BY THE LATE DR. ADOLPH SAPHIR.

LUKE xxiii. 39-43.
THE petition is uttered-what will be its result ~ Joseph had once
said to his companion in tribulation, "Think on me, when it shall
be well with thee, and show kindness I pray thee unto me, and make
mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house," but
in the day of prosperity the poor sufferer was forgotten. But the
Lord heard, and He remembered. The narrative leads usII. Into the heart of the Saviour.
Wonderful was the prayer of the dying thief; but still more wonderful is the reply of Christ. Notice:
Firstly, The very fact that Jesus replied; and see in it His wondrous
love and tenderness to the bruised reed and smoking flax. He had
remained silent when false witnesses rose up against Him; when
Herod wished to see some miracle done by Him, and questioned with
Him in many words, He answered him nothing; when Pilate asked,
" What is truth ~ " Christ did not speak; when the soldiers mocked
and reviled Him, He opened not His lips. But scarcely had this poor
sinner asked His favour and intercession when He delivered him from
all uncertainty and fear by His word of power and love. Jesus was
suffering unspeakable agony, yet even then His heart was full of
sympathy, compassion, and tenderness. Not for a moment can He
forget the great work of salvation which His Father had given Him
to do; and that love which glows in His soul for that Church which
God had given Him for His inheritance is so strong that not even
the floods of death can drown it--that not even the agony of the
cross can make Him forget it. Seest thou not here, that He is the
true High Priest, "ever living to make intercession for us," ever
remembering us in our infirmity and helplessness, ever ready and
able to "save even to the uttermost." "Can a woman forget her
sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of
her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold,
I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands; thy walls are
continually before Me" (Isa. xlix. 15, 16). He is indeed a Saviour.
And if He listened to a sinner's supplication when, on the cross, His
soul was burdened with the great and agonizing work of atonement
which was before Him, how much more will He incline His ear now,
when He is "exalted a Prince and Saviour, to give repentance and
remission of sin"-when He is in infinite glory and blessedness,
rejoicing and satisfied to see of the travail of His soul? He listened
to the sinner's prayer; and, oh, no voice of angel from heaven would
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have been so refreshing to His loving heart! For He heard in it the
answer of His heavenly Father to His cry, " Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do "-He beheld in it the beginning of the
fulfilment of the word, " And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men unto Me "-He enjoyed in it a foretaste of the joy set
before Him, of that paradise where forgiven and renewed sinners
see His glory, and rest in His love. What encouragement is here
given us to approach Jesus! The very cross was changed into a
throne of grace. He cannot be silent, for He is the Word of Godthe declaration of love and life; therefore say, "Unto Thee will I
cry, Lord, my Rock; be not sileilt to me: lest, if Thou be silent
to me, I become like them that go down into the pit."
But we are struck:
Secondly, With the fulness of Christ's answer. He is " able to do
exceeding abundantly above all we ask or think." He gives not
according to our poor petitions and timid desires, "but according to
the riches of His glory." It is said, "Let Israel hope in the Lord:
for with the Lord there is mercy"; but it is added, " and with Him
is plenteous redemption." The command is given, "Seek ye the
Lord while He may be found, call ye upon Him while He is near.
Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts:
and let him return unto the Lord." The promise is held out, " and
He will have mercy upon him"; but it is added, " and to our God,
for He will abundantly pardon" (or, as in the original, multiply to
pardon). The sinner had said, "Remember me!" Christ replied,
"Not merely will I remember thee in mercy, in forgiving love, in
prevailing intercession, but thou shalt be with Me in paradise, enjoying My presence and resting in My blessing." The sinner had said,
"Remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom." Christ
replied, "Not in a future far-distant---not merely in the kingdom,
when the times appointed by the Father shall be fulfilled-but even
this day, immediately, shalt thou enter into My rest." "Remember
me"; this implied, consider my case and decide with clemency.
But Christ's assurance, " in paradise," declared the forgiveness of sinfull and entire acceptance.
.
When Christ gives, He gives all, for He gives Himself. As we
cannot accept His pardon, His light, His peace, without accepting
Himself, so He cannot rest satisfied with our safety and freedom from
suffering. He must have and possess us, and bring us into fellowship
with Himself and the enjoyment of His presence. He has redeemed
us unto Himself, as it is written: "Christ loved the Church, and
gave Himself for it, that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the Word, that He might present it to Himself
a glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing;
but that it should be holy and without blemish" (Eph. v. 25-27).
-And therefore it is, that while the sinner asks mercy, the Saviour
brings an abundant pardon, plenteous redemption, even an everlasting love, and union full of blessedness and glory. A declaration so
35
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overwhelmingly great and joyous requires strong confirmation.
Therefore we notice:
Thirdly, The majestic tone of certainty and authority in Christ's
answer.
The troubled conscience, the wounded heart, seeks certainty, truthdear and authoritative, sure and reliable. As long as we are not in
earnest we can rest satisfied with conjectures and probabilities; we
can build on human authority, venerable traditions, and the opinions
of the majority. But wherever there is sincere and real anxiety, we
long after a solid, immovable rock, on which we can stand safely
and firmly. In Israel only God has revealed Himself, in Judah He
is well known; whereas in the wilderness of heathen life, men have
had beautiful dreams concerning Him, not without elements of truth,
for they also felt after Him; and among the people, who think that
reason is light-creative, whereas it is only light-receptive, many have
reared ingenious and elaborate edifices with great boldness and confidence; but they have found that what they had built was built
upon sand, and one philosopher became only the grave-digger of his
predecessor. Light is in God-truth comes from Him; when we see
God's light, when we hear God's truth, we are satisfied: we are
conscious that essentially it differs from all the substitutes with which
man has endeavoured to console himself in his darkness and loneliness.
"Therefore My people shall know My Name: therefore they shall
know in that day that I am He that doth speak; behold, it is I ! "
(Isa. hi. 6.)
Hence His commands and His promises are possessed, and felt to
be possessed, of infinite authority and certainty. "The mouth of the
Lord hath spoken it "-" Thus saith the Lord," behold, this is a rock
on which we can rest, it can never be moved. And as Jehovah spake
thus in the old Covenant times-revealing in His immutability the
very foundation of Israel's hope, salvation, and glory-even so Jesus,
the only-begotten of the Father, spake in like manner when He was
on earth. "Verily, verily, I say unto thee," is the expression the
Saviour uses when He speaks of the laws of the heavenly kingdom,
of the purposes of His Father, of the eternal destinies of the souls of
men, of the nature of His work. He speaks of God, of Himself, of
heaven, of eternal life, as the true and faithful Witness, as the mouth
of the Lord, as One Who came down from heaven, even from the
bosom of the Father. His sheep, who hear His voice, are delighted
with its tone of heavenly clearness and certainty; they have heard
many other voices, but would not follow them; but when Jesus
speaks, His "Verily, verily, I say unto thee," is music to their soulthey hear, believe, and follow.
But Jesus is not merely the truth because He is from God, and
spake not of Himself, but He is the Amen of all God's promises, because
only through and in Him they are fulfilled. He Himself is the promise.
For His sake, and through His mediation-by the righteousness of
Christ imput'ld to us, and the new life of Christ breathed into us--do
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God's gracious promises become ours rightfully and really; and,
therefore, when Jesus confirms the hope of eternal blessedness, it is
not merely His lips which declare, "Verily, verily," but His life of
obedience, His sufferings and death, His resurrection and glory.
See, now, how Jesus assured the dying thief of his acceptance:
" Doubt not; for I, Whom thou rightly recognizest as Lord, now in
this solemn hour do give thee the whole assurance of My royal, My
Divine word." He confirmed His declaration, though never guile was
found in His mouth-though never promise which He had given
remained unfulfilled; but because He sympathizes with man's frail,
timid heart, He offers this additional encouragement, comfort, and
sealing assurance of His grace. There were many elements of doubt,
but Christ dissipated them all. Was the dying man's repentance
sincere ? Was it real sorrow for sin? Did he turn to God with his
heart? Jesus assured him of it by His reply. "Simon, son of Jonas,
lovest thou Me? " was Christ's question to His disciple; but what
can the poor, backsliding apostle say, but" Lord, thou knowest that
I love Thee." We have to ask the question of Christ when He puts
it to us. The reality of our repentance can only be known by us in
the merciful answer of forgiveness and love. When doubts oppress
thee concerning thy sincerity, and the reality of thy prayer for redemption, think not that thou canst obtain any certainty except from the
lips of Jesus saying, " Thy faith hath saved thee."
Doubt rested in the penitent's mind as to his forgiveness, as to the
time of his acceptance, as to the extent of his pardon; but no words
could express it more clearly, more emphatically, more fully, more
unmistakably, than the Saviour's reply; he was pardoned, nay, loved,
nay, received, even that very moment, and for all eternity. There
was no condition annexed; for we notice:
FourtWy, That Christ's answer excludes not only all uncertainty,
but also all boasting.
Boasting? What could a poor sinner like the thief have wherein
to boast? Nothing in the past, certainly, and also nothing in the
future. There is no future before him in which he could obey the
law-{)bserve the commandments 'and precepts of God. The thought
of atoning for the past by future amendment could not enter his
mind; the hope of obtaining God's favour through his future exertions and self-denial could not for a moment occupy his soul. In no
way could self for a moment think of sharing the work of redemption
.and its glory with Jesus. And thus it ought to be with all sinners.
For it is not by works of the law, but by faith alone! Quite irrespective
of all thy doings, past and future, learn that thy only Saviour is a
crucified Jesus. See the waters behind thee, before thee; think of
nothing but thy sin and helplessness, and Christ's righteousness,
mercy, and strength. And do not be frightened by the 9bjections of
Antinomianism and dangerous extreme. Believe it, Moses has no
greater joy than to see thee hemmed in between Mount Sinai and
Mount Golgotha; believe it, John the Baptist, verily no Antinomian,
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has no greater joy than to behold thee, a poor, wretched, naked,
leprous sinner, believing and going just as thou art to the Bridegroom,
the Lamb of God, the Redeemer of Israel (John iii. 29). And the
more we are delivered from the slavish spirit of distrust, unbelief,
and selfish fear, the more we rely exclusively and joyfully on the
righteousness of God, the more do we obey Him and serve Him with
gladness and singleness of heart.
A salvation so full, so sure, so free, we notice:
Fifthly, Is the gift of a Saviour of infinite power.
" King of the Jews" was written over His cross, and the inscription
is awaiting still its glorious fulfilment. But Jesus is also the King
of saints, the Prince of peace, the Redeemer of His people. All power
is given unto Him in heaven and on earth: no man cometh unto the
Father but by Him: He alone, according to the eternal counsel, can
open the gates of the heavenly kingdom. He spoke on the
cross, first as the compassionate High Priest, then as the glorious
and all-powerful King. His divinity shines forth on the cross, not
to defend, comfort, or save Himself, but to bring peace and
consolation to the sinner. When He said, " Thou shalt be with Me
in paradise," He thereby declared that His power and authority
are supreme there. We see from it, moreover, that it is only through
Him that the sinner can be with Him. Because in Christ by a true
and living faith, he must needs be with Christ. The Saviour receives
into His paradise the very youngest believers, who have trusted in
Him only a few hours or moments; but we do not read that dead
souls are quickened into life in another world; the Second Adam is
a quickening spirit unto all who are born again during their life on
earth. We should not endeavour to be wise above what is written;
we need not be dogmatic, or delight ourselves in harsh declarations,
especially where there is neither a Divine message to be delivered nor
a practical purpose to be gained; but surely no reader of Scripture
can deny that the message of God to us is-Jesus has power on earth
to forgive sin; and that if we are to be with Christ in paradise, we
must first be in Christ even now, during the accepted time, the day
of salvation.
Christ's power-forgiving sin and promising blessedness-was manifested in a glorious manner even while He was on the cross: how
much more now that He has suffered, died, risen, and ascended?
He was the Lamb without spot or blemish, foreordained before the
foundation of the world; through Him, from the very beginning,
grace and life came to sinners; and while He was on earth, He declared
pardon and acceptance on the ground of His approaching sufferings
and death. But now He has entered the holy of holies as our High
Priest, and we are able to say with Paul, " Who is he that condemneth ?
It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, Who is even
at the right hand of God, Who also maketh intercession for us"
(Rom. viii. 34). By the resurrection from the dead Christ was declared
to be the Son of God with power (Rom. i. 4), and by it we are begotten
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again to a lively hope-we also become the children of God in truth
and reality. "When we were enemies we were reconciled to God
by the death of His Son"; but do not rest here-continue with Paul,
" much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life" (Rom.
v. 10). His resurrection and ascension are not merely our justificatio!1
and translation into heavenly places with Him, but His resurrection
life is ours; as it is written, "Because I live, ye shall live also"
(John xiv. 19); "The life of Jesus is made manifest in our body"
(2 Cor. iv. 10, 11); "And what is the exceeding greatness of His
power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of His mighty
power, which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the
dead, and set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places"
(Eph. i. 19, 20).
Therefore it is that the risen and glorified Saviour refers to His
resurrection in the Revelation which God gave unto Him to show
unto the beloved disciple. He calls Himself the first-begotten from
the dead, and He reveals His glory as a glory of grace and life to His
people, by saying, " Fear not; I am the First and the Last; I am He
that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore,
Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death."
Let us turn now, in the last place, to the promise and prospect
held out in the words, " To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise."
It embraces three elements: (1) Paradise; (2) Paradise with Christ;
(3) The immediate entrance into this blessed state. By paradise is
doubtless meant a state of peace and of blessedness. The Garden of
Eden was a type of a blissful and pure life, free from pain and sorrow,
danger and toil, sin and temptation. However vague and dim Israel's
knowledge may have been, there can be no doubt, both from Scripture
and tradition, that paradise conveyed to them the idea of a blessed
existence in the unseen world.
But the promise was heightened and brightened when the Saviour
added, " Thou shalt be with Me in paradise"; for doubtless this child
of God had already begun to feel, "Whom have I in heaven but
thee?" A state of repose, tranquillity, and safety, without the
enjoyment of Christ, would certainly, to a believer, appear greatly
inferior to a state of struggle, labour, danger, in conscious communion
with the Lord. God's favour is better than life. Jesus therefore
shows the true blessedness of paradise, by adding the precious words,
"with Me." This is enough. Even while we are on the troubled,
stormy sea, Jesus says, " It is I; be not afraid"; even in the fiery
furnace, while He is with us we are safe; how much more may we
rest satisfied, and look forward with calm, humble trust and expectation to that paradise where Jesus, according to the promise, is with
all who rely on Him as their only Saviour?
And this entrance into communion with Christ in paradise is to be
immediate. The angels, Jesus Himself told us, carried the soul of
Lazarus into Abraham's bosom-at once he was brought to rest and
consolation. It is clear from Scripture that our full salvation, our
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complete redemption, is connected with the coming of our blessed
Saviour, Who shall change our vile bodies and fashion them like unto
His glorious body, Who shall be manifest as our life when we also
shall appear with Him in glory. True, it is to this great promise,
to this great day, that Christ's people are directed; but let us hold
fast the consolation given to us in Scripture concerning the immediate
period after our death, if it should please the Lord to allow us to die
before Christ's coming. It is not a state of passive rest and unconsciousness. Paul would not have said of unconscious sleep, however peaceful and tranquil, that it is far better than living in the
enjoyment of prayer and praise, of Christ's word and favour,
and in the active service of God, and in promoting His glory.
He might have rested satisfied with such a prospect of mere rest if
it had been declared to him by the revelation of God, but he never
surely would have called it " far better." He had a desire to depart
and be with Christ. "We are confident," he said, in another passage,
" and willing rather to be absent from the body and be present with
Him" (2 Cor. v. 8); in both places showing clearly that after death
he expected a nearer and more blessed fellowship with his beloved
Saviour. And this hope is perfectly compatible with the other hope,
so often expressed by the inspired apostle, "waiting for God's Son
from heaven."
Such was Christ's word of power, love, peace, and consolation.
What must he have felt to whom it was addressed! He was now
sufferin"g the death which had justly been awarded him as the fruit of
his sin; he was now enjoying the life which a sin-forgiving, pardoning
God had so mercifully bestowed. According to his merit, he was not
even worthy to continue an inhabitant of this earth; according to
grace, he was to enter the blessed region of paradise. Now he was
surrounded by sinners who mocked and despised Jesus; but soon
he was to be with Abraham and all the faithful who adore and love
the Messiah! He had entered into a new and Divine life. The cross
inflicted pangs and agonies; but was not Jesus near him, and had
he not the prospect of a speedy deliverance and entrance into perfect
liberty and rest? Strong was ~s faith when he beheld Christ's royal
glory and power, at a time when even friends and disciples had become
doubtful: had his faith to undergo a still more severe trial, when,
in the midst of darkness, he heard the voice of the Saviour, his strength,
crying out, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken me?" But
even through such a trial, than which none could ever have been greater,
the infinite power and faithfulness of God kept him, and soon he beheld
what Jesus had promised.
There were many signs and wonders which accompanied the grestest
and most awful event ever witnessed on earth-the crucifixion of the
Son of God. There was darkness over the land, the earth did quake,
the rocks rent, the graves were opened; but greater than all these
was the faith of the dying thief, and the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ which appeared to him! And this sign has been Been by
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thousands, and it has taught them clearly the abounding mercy of
God through faith in Christ Jesus.
It has often been remarked that this is a solitary example in
Scripture of a man being converted at the hour of death-there being
one such instance that none may despair, and only one, that none may
presume. This is very true, yet is it not still truer that the story
is meant so to shut us up unto Christ as that the future with its
possibilities is entirely excluded, and we behold nothing but our guilt
and helplessness and the fulness of a gracious and Divine Saviour?
Is not this the sum and substance-that to remain without Christ is
presumption in all; the Pharisees and self-righteous Israelites were
without peace and safety because they believed not: but to cling
to Christ is presumption in none, for even the most sinful and guilty,
Christ will in no wise cast out? And therefore, if the Spirit illumines
this remarkable story to our souls, we-even the very youngest and
most life-full-shall behold ourselves, like the dying malefactor,
surrounded by waves and billows on every side, and only one Refuge
nigh-a crucified Saviour.
Yet, let it be remembered, that while here God has given encouragement to the most guilt-laden and timid soul, the boldest and most.
reckless may be deterred by the fatal end of the unconverted thief,
who continued to despise and reject Jesus. The one was taken and
the other left. Did Jesus reply to his words of unbelief, worldliness,
mockery? Jesus was silent. And to die alone-without the word
of the loving, sympathizing, saving Lord, the resurrection and the
life-without His assurance of peace, His voice of love, His promise
of blessedness-to die with a silent Christ, or without Christ, is death
indeed.
When Christ saith, "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them,
and they follow Me: and I give unto them eternal life; and they
shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand! "
may it be ours to reply, "The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not
want. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff
they comfort me."
GOOD TIDINGS.
TIDINGS which tell of victory over Satan, over sin and over death;
tidings which tell of deliverance from spiritual bondage, from spiritual
darkness and death; tidings which tell of pardon, peace, power, grace,
guidance, and eternal glory, these have been announced, but how
few care to hear of these things! How few are interested! Nevertheless, in obedience to our Divine Master, we continue to make them
known. He has bidden us to go into all the world and preach the
good tidings to every creature. He has assured us that these good
tidings are the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth.
Moreover, we know that the word of these good tidings shall not
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return unto Him void, but it shall accomplish that which He pleases,
and prosper in the thing whereto He sends it. Hence with fresh
confidence and courage we write of these good tidings. These are
the only tidings of permanent value. These are the only tidings
which contain the remedy, the sovereign remedy for all the sorrows
and ills of life. Give ear, 0 earth, then while we tell of these good
tidings.
First, note that they are tidings from heaven. They come not to
you by the telegraph wires, Reuter's agency, or the newspapers.
They come to you from heaven itself. An angel of the Lord has come
expressly from heaven to say, "Behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day
in the City of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." Yes, a
messenger from the King of kings has brought these tidings from
heaven to earth. Surely, therefore, they command your reverent
attention.
Secondly, they are the good tidings of a Saviour. Do you ask
what we want with a Saviour ~ We would remind you that your heart
is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked. We would
remind you that you were born in sin, that you are, by nature, a rebel
against the God Who created you, and to Whom yOll owe your life
and breath and all things, and because of your sin and rebellion you
have been condemned to death. "The wages of sin is death." Surely,
then, you need a Saviour, and such a Saviour is announced in these
good tidings. He was called Jesus because He was sent to save His
people from their sins. He" came into the world to save sinners."
Would you know what He has done to save sinners such as you are ~
He bore the penalty of sin in their stead. Death was the penalty, and
He out of infinite love and compassion" died the Just for the unjust."
Yes, "He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for
our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with
His stripes we are healed." Note those last words, " with His stripes
we are healed." Through His atoning death, through His penal
sufferings, through His substitutionary work, we who trust in His
merits are healed, forgiven, justified, saved. Not by works of righteousness which we do, not because of our patriotism, our bravery
unto death on the battle-field, or because of any merits of our own are
we saved, but solely and only on the ground of His obedience unto
death. According to His mercy not according to our works, He
saves us. "Only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
by faith, and not for our own works or deservings " are we " accounted
righteous before God."
Thirdly, these good tidings tell of an anointed Saviour. "A Saviour
which is Ohrist the Lord." God anointed Him, and therefore appointed
Him for the great work of salvation. He has, therefore, the authority
and power to save. He has been exalted at God's right hand" to be
a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins." Moreover, salvation is not lodged in any other person.
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" There is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved." If you are not saved by Him you will never
be saved at all.
Fourthly, note that these good tidings tell of a Divine Saviour. It
is Christ the Lord Whose birth the heavenly messenger announced.
It is He" Whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting."
He is "the mighty God." God has "laid help upon One that is
mighty" so that there would be no doubt as to His ability to save
all His people from their sins. This Divine Saviour is " able to save
them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him." He says, " The
Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me; because He hath anointed Me
to preach good tidings to the meek; He hath sent Me to bind up
the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening
of the prison to them that are bound; to proclaim the acceptable
year of the Lord." Oh, how beautiful are the feet of Him that bringeth
such good tidings, and how blessed are the ears which give attention
to the joyful sound! We can announce no better tidings tha.n those
which came from heaven to the shepherds of Bethlehem. In the
midst of all our sorrows the voice of Him Whose birth we commemorate
cries to His sin-stricken, sin-burdened, and sorrowing people, "Come
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest."
THE GLORY OF GOD.
I FREQUENTLY pass a popish chapel, with its notice board headed,
"A.M.D.G." It is, I believe, the Jesuits in particular rather than the
Romanists in general, who profess that their aim and object is " the
greater glory of God." How deep and dreadful is their darkness.
They are ignorant of the true God or they would not set themselves
against His revelation of Himself. They do not consider that He is
glorified in the destruction of His enemies. He triumphed gloriously
over Pharaoh; He took to Himself the honour of annihilating
Sennacherib's army, and He emphasized His rights and His dominion
when He sank the Titanic in April, 1912, with most of the living souls
that sailed with her. Of coarse it might be said that we had not
professed the glory of God when we launched the ship, and said that
now we could defy the elements. Neither Paraoh nor Sennacherib
had urged the Divine claim, any more than Herod did. It was their
own glory they meant. But it is their shame that has immortalized
their names: the power, greatness, and triumph are His Whom they
defied.
A great many things might be said about the glory of God, and
about those who have aimed at it, whether by constraint or willingly.
How full of zeal Saul of Tarsus was: he really believed that he was
pleasing the God of his fathers when he haled men and women to
prison, and persecuted them to strange cities. But God magnified
His mercy by changing the blasphemer and injurious into a preacher
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of the Name which he had sought to destroy. Then his newly-found
brethren "glorified God in him," i.e., when they saw in him an
exhibition of God's marvellous choice and power and majesty and
might, they praised, thanked, and blessed the Father of their Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Thereafter the apostle spent and was
spent for the Name and honour of the Lord, not counting his life dear
to him: whether he lived or died, he was the Lord's. I just happened,
at this juncture, upon the account of a Scottish martyr, who perished
about 1540, at the age of eighteen. "When brought to trial, with
a weakness for which his tender years are an apology, he was inclined
to recant. His indecision, however, was only for a moment. High
and mighty as his judges were, an opportunity (he felt) was given
him to testify that truth was greater. Suddenly and powerfully
impressed with the dignity of being a witness for the truth of God, he
overcame the King of Terrors, and falling on his knees with a glowing
countenance, and a loud and joyful voice, he broke out into these words,
'Oh, eternal God, how wonderful is that love and mercy Thou bearest
to mankind and to me, a miserable wretch above all others: for even
now, when I would have denied Thee and Thy Son Christ Jesus my
only Saviour, and have cast myself into hell, Thou hast prevented
me, and made me to feel that heavenly comfort, which has taken
from me the ungodly fear, wherewith I was before oppressed. Now
I defy death.' Then rising from his knees, and looking round on his
persecutors, he said, 'Do with me as you please: I praise God I am
ready.' "
It was the glory of God that moved Phineas to slay the wicked
doers in the camp; God Himself testifying of his deed and acknowledging his holy zeal with a promise of an everlasting priesthood.
How zealous Elijah was, Hezekiah, Josiah, Jehoiada, Micaiah, and
many others, prophets, priests, kings, and apostles. They had the
honour of God on their hearts. There were those who glorified Him
in the fires. Job was one of these; he waited and wondered, and
suffered, all the days of his appointed time. It was in an actual fire
that the Hebrews declared the Name of the Lord to the world. It
was heated seven times. Job's fire was not so heated literally; his
was a slow fire, but it was long. -Yet out of the midst of it, he preached
a sermon-his patience was the sermon-from the text, "Though
He slay me yet will I trust in Him." And many other sermons besides
did he preach to the whole world, which have been a witness against
those who charge God foolishly, that He lays upon them more than
He can help them to bear; and they have been a comfort and a cordial
to the Church of Christ which is chosen in a furnace of affliction. Do
not these glorify Him when they patiently wait, suffer, endure, or
labour, according to the "command of the blessed God," while it
seems as if they just had to go on, although perhaps like the apostle
trembling at their own prostrations, and astonished that He should
still be kind ~ Did the sick Lazarus not glorify God as he lay living
on uncertain crumbs, and reduced as if to be the offscouring of all
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things ~ When the time came he was carried by the angels out of
his misery: till then he must acknowledge that God had a right to
do with him what He would. I suppose that David never more
glorified his Creator and Redeemer than when he said, "Here am I,
let Him do to me what seemeth Him good."
He was reduced to beggary at the throne of grace. In this respect
he was like the Syro-Phumician woman; she was worshipping Him
when she had come to this, " Lord, help me." And it was the glory of
Christ to give her the superabundant answer that comes to us that we
also hope to join in her praise.
To return to David-I daresay that he did not feel as if he was
doing anything but groan out his last breath when he committed
himself, abandoned himself, to the disposal of the Lord. Probably it
felt to him, more as if it was the honour of God he was anxious about,
when he said, "Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of
Askelon." Saul had fallen; Israel had been defeated; and David
feared that the enemies of the Lord would be glad. Surely they must
have heard it in Gath; it had been published in Askelon; but God
could look after His own glory. It is ours as much as His that we
tremble for when our armies are defeated. David looked at the
things that were temporal; God's glory is eternal, and is kept in His
own hands. This must have come home to the man after His own
heart, when Nathan came to him with the judgment, " Thou hast
given great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme." The
child died. It was one of those in whose lips praise is perfected.
But free kindness, everlasting love and forgiveness, pursued David,
God was his exceeding joy, and when Solomon dedicated the Temple
for which his dear father had made such vast preparation; then the
glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord.
" Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ~" So Paul prayed, when
trembling and ast,onished he was fallen to the earth. May we have
the same dependence, the same desire also to know Christ, Who,
though despised and rejected of men, not believed on even by His
brethren, said as no one ever did or can, "I have glorified Thee on
the earth, I have finished the work ~hich Thou gavest Me to do."
FOLLOWER-ON.
"THE CROOK IN THE LOT."
By REV. THOMAS BOSTON.
"EVERYONE knows what is most pleasant to him; but God alone
knows what is most profitable" (page 28).
" Delays are not denials of suits at the court of heaven, but trials
of the faith and patience of the petitioners" (page 47).
"There is nothing that can befall us without Him in Whom we
live. Whatever kind of agency of the creatures may be in the making
of our crook, whatever they have done or not done towards it, He

532

The Gospel M agaz£ne

is the spring that sets all the created wheels in motion, which ceasing,
they would all stop: though He is still infinitely pure in His agency,
however impure they may be in theirs" (page 59).
"Inure yourselves silently to admit mysteries in the conduct of
Providence towards you, which you are not able to comprehend, but
will adore" (page 103).
" Even in those steps of Providence, which we seem to see far into,
we may well allow there are some mysteries beyond what we see. And
in those which are perplexing and puzzling, sovereignty should silence
us; His infinite wisdom should satisfy though we cannot see"
(page 103).
" Had we a clearer view of the other world, we should not make
so much of either the smiles or frowns of this" (page 106).
" Being cast down by the mighty hand of God, we must learn to
lie still and quiet under it, till the same hand that cast us down raise
us up, if we would share of this promised lifting up" (page HI).
" Our Lord is now leading His people through the wilderness, and
the manna and the water of the rock are earnests of the milk and
honey flowing in the promised land. They are not yet come to their
Father's house, but they are travelling on the road, and Christ their
elder brother with them, who bears their expenses, takes them into
inns by the way, as it were, and refreshes them with partial liftings
up; after which they must get to the road again. But that entertainment by the way is a pledge of the full entertainment he will
afford them when they come home" (page 127).
" The most valuable of all the promises was the longest in fulfilling,
namely, the promise of Christ, that was four thousand years" (page 132).
" The life of a Christian here is designed to be a life of faith; and
though faith may act more easily when it has some help from sense,
yet it certainly acts most nobly when it acts in opposition to sense.
Then is it pure faith, when it stands only on its own native legs, the
power and Word of God. Romans iv. 19, 20" (page 135).
" The compass of our knowledge of ways and means is very narrow,
as, if one is blocked up, oft-times we cannot see another; but our
God knows many ways of relief, where we know but one or none at
all; and it is very usual for the Lord to bring the lifting up of His
people in a way they had no view to, after repeated disappointments
from those quarters whence they had great expectation" (page 138).
" We may assure ourselves, God will at length break in pieces the
proud, be they ever so high; and He will triumphantly lift up the
humble, be they ever so low" (page 144).
"WHO can but confess that as there are tools of all sorts and sizes
in the shop of Providence, so there is a most skilful hand that uses
them, and that could no more produce such effects of themselves
than the axe, saw, or chisel can cut or carve a rude log into a beautiful
figure without the hand of a skilful artificer."-(John Flavel.)
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AN ELECT PEOPLE.
By BISHOP J. C. RYLE.
" WE are taught, for another tbing, in these verses (Mark xiii. 20, 22),
the great privileges of God's elect. Twice in the passage our Lord
uses a remarkable expression about them. He says of the great
tribulation, 'Except that the Lord had shortened those days, no
flesh should be saved; but for the elect's sake, whom He hath chosen,
He hath shortened the days.' He says again of the false Christs
and false prophets, that they' shall show signs and wonders to seduce,
if it were possible, even the elect.'
" It is plain from tbis and other passages in the Bible, that God
has an elect people in the world. They are those, according to the
Seventeenth Article of our Church, whom' He has constantly decreed
by His counsel, secret to us, to deliver from curse and damnation;
those whom He hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and decreed
to bring by Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels made to honour.'
To them, and them only, belong the great privileges of justification,
sanctification, and final glory. They, and they only, are ' called by
the Spirit in due season.' They, and they only, 'obey the calling.
They are made sons of God by adoption. They are made like the
image of God's only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. They walk religiously
in good works, and at length, by God's mercy, attain to everlasting
felicity.' To them belong the precious promises of the Gospel. They
are the bride, the Lamb's wife. They are the Holy Catholic Church,
wbich is Christ's body. They are those whom God especially cares
for in the world. Kings, princes, noblemen, rich men, are all notbing
in God's eyes, compared to His elect. These things are plainly revealed
in Scripture. The pride of man may not like them. But they cannot
be gainsaid.
"The subject of Election is, no doubt, deep and mysterious.
Unquestionably it has been often sadly perverted and abused. But
the misuse of truths must not prevent us from using them. Rightly
used, and fenced with proper cautions, election is a doctrine 'full
of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort.' "-(" Expository Thoughts
on Mark's Gospel," pp. 283-284.)

"WHEN our blessed Saviour took on Himself the burden of our sin
He took the whole; and when He paid the price, He paid the whole.
He did not leave His work half done."-(Canon Edward Hoare.)
"BIBLE knowledge, fetched in by prayer, and watered well with
meditation, makes the mind humble and serious: but human science
lifts men up, makes them vain in their imagination, darkens the foolish
heart still more, and thereby drives them farther off from God. The
present age is no bad comment on the following Scripture: 'The
world by wisdom knew not God.' (1 Cor. i. 21.)"-(John Berridge.)
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"THE HILLS OF MOAB."
IT was not quite 4 o'clock one dark afternoon, and in the cate only
a few tables were occupied. I found a comfortable corner, where I
settled down to read during tea, and for some time I forgot my
surroundings. I was recalled by a word in the conversation of my
nearest neighbours which caught my ear, and I looked up to see who
they were. Two elderly ladies had evidently met for tea; they did
not look unusual, certainly neither adventurous nor romantic. Yet
the word that attracted my attention was, " Jericho"! "And when
we left Jericho," said the smaller of the two ladies, "we went down
to the Dead Sea; and I was so surprised! I thought it would be
dark and gloomy, but the sun was shining, and it looked so pretty
with the waves coming in, and the white foam on the water." Her
companion listened with interest, and after a little pause for filling
up the cups, the first speaker went on meditatively, " And then you
see, across the water were the hills of Moab."
"The hills of Moab !" It was a startling phrase to hear in an
ordinary English tea-room in the year 1937. The traveller herself
did not seem much impressed, for she continued her placid description,
and in a moment had reached the slums of Naples and the ruins of
Pompeii. But she had seen the hills of Moab, silent, old, unchanging.
It was from those very hills that Balaam the covetous looked down
upon the Israelites' encampment. Hired by the King of Moab to
curse the children of Israel, Balaam followed Balak to the top of the
mountains, and there among the high places of Baal Jehovah forced
the soothsayer to bless His people. From one peak to another, from
the top of Pisgah to the top of Peor, Balak led the magician; but the
curses that he came to give were changed into blessings on Israel.
From the top of the rocks he saw him, and from the hills he beheld
him; he spoke of a Star that should come out of Jacob, and a Sceptre
that should rise out of Israel. If that Star is the light of my eyes,
if that Sceptre rules my heart, how can I help being stirred at the
thought of the hills of Moab ~ Moreover, it was from those same
hills that Moses viewed the Promised Land-Moses, the servant of the
Lord, whom the Lord knew face to face. And there he died: "no
man knoweth of his sepulchre," but he was buried without hands,
and somewhere among the hills of Moab, in a valley over against
Beth-peor, lies the grave of the Lawgiver.
These were great things to happen in the land of Moab, but it was
not because of anything good in the Moabites, for there does not
seem to be a word of praise for them. They lived apparently in safety
and prosperity, for the protection of God was theirs, not because they
were deserving, but because they were the children of Lot. Israel
was warned not to molest them: "Distress not the Moabites, neither
contend with them in battle . . . because I have given Ar unto the
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children of Lot for a possession." You see, Lot was a man who
received wonderful mercies and favours from the hand of God; he
was the only man saved from the destruction of the wicked city of
Sodom. Because the Lord loved Lot, He showed mercy unto Moab
hundreds of years later. I wonder how much of the mercy that God
shows to all of us now is because we had fathers who trusted in Him.
Moab reaped the benefit of God's love for Lot, but the picture of the
people of Moab is a dreadful one. They were noted especially for
two sins: they were steeped in idolatry, worshipping Baal and
Chemosh, and forgetting the God of their father Lot; and they had
a terrible reputation for pride. As Jeremiah says, "We have heard
the pride of Moab (he is exceeding proud), his loftiness and his
arrogancy, and his pride, and the haughtiness of his heart."
Idolatrous and proud! It is not a flattering description. But how
would it be if Jeremiah wrote a chapter all about us ~ Would it be
much better ~ Perhaps you will say, " Anyhow, I am not an idolater! "
Are you quite sure of that ~ Of course, I know you do not worship
heathen gods and goddesses, nor images of the Virgin Mary and the
crucified Christ. But whom do you serve ~ Whose interest is closest
to your heart ~ Who holds the chief place in your life ~ If you are
still in the state in which you were born, you are as much an idolater
as Moab was, and the name of your god is Self. We are all alike; there
is no difference; we have turned everyone to his own way. His
own way! That is what everyone wants from the beginning. The
tiny baby and the toddling child will cry for it, the boy and girl will
fight for it, the grown-ups will plot and plan and scheme-all for the
same end: his own way. Is not that making an idol of yourself ~
Proud, too; who can say he does not share this sin of Moab ~ It
was pride that made Adam take the forbidden fruit. He thought
he could judge for himself better than his Maker; he disobeyed and
fell, dragging all mankind to ruin with him. We are all alike; we all
think we can go on independently of God. If we prosper, we think
it is because of our own efforts; if we fail, we rebel against our lot.
Pride is the opposite of submission to the will of God. These are
terrible things to learn about ourselves. "Who can understand his
errors ~" Who can know this heart that is deceitful above all things ~
But I will tell you something else about Moab. There was a girl
there once living in the fields and plains of Moab, born amidst the
idolatry of that proud country. She left the land of her nativity, she
came to a people she knew not, she took their God to be her God,
and under the wings of the Lord God of Israel she came to trust.
There she found a refuge, there she found safety, from the coming
storm of judgment. There is only one way by which we have access
to the Father; Jesus is that Way, as much for Ruth as for all the
Church of God. It was to Bethlehem that the Moabites came; let
us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see that Babe lying in a manger,
that Babe Who was called Jesus, because He shall save His people
from their sins.
DAMARIS.
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REMARKABLE ANSWER TO PRAYER.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HouGHToN.-The following incident may be of interest to
some of your readers, and it is always a happy thing to call to remembrance and to recount the Lord's faithfulness as the Hearer and
Answerer of the believing prayers of His exercised people. The
announcement was made by my father immediately before the commencement of the sermon which appeared in the magazine for
November, under the title, "Interpretations Belong to God." This
was it: "Dear friends, before I announce my text I wish to say a
few words to you. A very short time ago we received notice that
we must leave the rooms that we have occupied for some two and
twenty years, and we knew not which way to turn. We betook ourselves unto our God and spread the case before Him, and simply,
humbly, and trustingly, asked Him would He go before and find a
suitable place for us. Much prayer has been offered on Monday
evenings (the weekly prayer-meeting) as well as much private prayer,
for about three weeks, and then we were led to see the Lord appearing
for us, and it was very remarkable that the acco=odation was found
next door to our present place. The property, I believe, had not been
vacant for some fifty years, and it was caused to be vacant just when
it was needed for the Lord's work in connection with this place of
worship. We give God all the praise and glory for thus appearing
in our behalf, and I trust that as to-morrow will be the last meeting
in our present Rooms many of God's people will come now to render
thanks and praise to our God."
To explain the extreme urgency of the position, I might perhaps
mention that the ancient parish of St. Mary-Ie-Port is very restricted,
being within the old city walls, and it has been for many years mainly
composed of business houses, shops, etc., mostly at high rentals,
affording so far no possibility Qf acquiring permanent Church Rooms
within its boundaries. In the Church Rooms, which have to be
rented, are held the Sunday School, and the weekly and other meetings
in connection with the Church. Bearing these facts in mind, the
grace and greatness of the Divine deliverance and provision at that
time will be well understood.
And the Lord graciously continues to provide week by week, month
by month, year by year.
Yours very sincerely,
L. ORlIlISTON.
"WE find the vilest and fiercest of wicked men have been withheld
by an invisible hand of restraint from injuring the Lord's people."(John Flnvel.)
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR FRIEND,-The Lord Who upholdeth all things enables me to
write once more for the readers of your magazine, and first I would
gratefully thank you for kindly putting in the notes in the last two
numbers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and for your prayerful sympathy;
also to the kind readers who upheld me by prayer and kind remembrance
of our needs. Through the days and nights of pain I can testify to
the Lord's sustaining love and support, and now as Dr. Alexander
writes in his annual letter, "And so you are ready, God willing, to
begin another year." In my illness I was comforted by the thought
that the work of scattering the truth amongst the men was maintaining its course.
With your kind permission I would like to put in the annual letter
of the kind doctor. He writes: "Dear Mr. Brider, Again as you
have asked me, I have examined the Mission accounts for the yeara year not below the average of the past. In that attack which
threatened your powers of expression, we reminded ourselves of the
good man, who under a similar experience, quieted his fear that his
reason was affected, and took comfort in repeating to himself the
Lord's Prayer. And so you are ready, God willing, to begin another
year. We are set in a stormy world, and each of us has his own
conflict within. So set, was the good apostle, busy with the books
and the parchments, and intent on the spread of the truth to the
regions beyond. Affectionately yours, David A. Alexander."
An old friend writes: "I was glad to hear you are able to continue
your good work, although your health is still bad. You must be
very brave and determined and I am sure your faith must be great."
A new friend writes: "You are like a soldier, badly wounded, but
still fighting. The Great Captain beholds the contest and enables
His warriors to be crowned at last as victors through His strength."
Bound volumes will be welcomed for our men, and should be sent
in at once for Christmas. Friends, pray for us.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfielil Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4, November 1st, 1937.

" PROVIDENCE neither doth nor can do anything that is really against
the true interest and good of the saints. For what are the works
of Providence but the execution of God's decree and the fulfilling of
His Word 1 And there can be no more in Providence than is in
them. Now there is nothing but good to the saints in God's purposes
and promises; and, therefore, whatever Providence doth in their
concernments, it must be ' the performance of all things for them.' "(John Flavel's, "Mystery of Providence," page 6.)
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EVANGELICAL CLERGY AND THE DOCTRINE OF
ELECTION.
PRINCIPAL CUNNINGHAM'S VIEW.

THE late Principal William Cunningbam, D.D., in his able work,
The Reformers and the Theology of the Reformation, made some valuable
remarks about the Evangelical clergy of the Church of England.
He had been referring to "the historical proof of the doctrinal
Calvinism of the Church of England." "The symbols of the Church
of England," he wrote, "teach, and were intended to teach, the
fundamental principles of the Calvinistic system of theology." Then
he proceeded to make the following remarks about many of the evangelical clergy-remarks which are perhaps even more true to-day
than when Dr. Cunningham made them in the year 1861. He wrote,
" We are persuaded that there are many of the evangelical clergy
in the Church of England, who come far short of doing justice to
God's truth in these matters, nay, come far short, even of what their
own convictions, defective and confused as they often are, should lead
them to do. There are not a few of the evangelical clergy, men of
genuine and elevated piety, and faithful and devoted ministers, who,
while really believing in the Calvinistic doctrine of election, seem to
shrink from making an explicit public profession of their judgment,
or from giving it anything like prominence. We suspect that in some
instances they are half afraid to think or read, or speak about the
subject of election, lest they should be led to form, or should be
suspected of having formed, definite or decided opinions on what
are reckoned the higher or more mysterious departments of the
subject, connected with reprobation, the extent of redemption, and
the certainty of perseverance. Whatever may be the precise cause
of this mode of acting, and whatever the precise forms it may assume
in different individuals, it is a great weakness and infirmity, and it
involves or produces a neglect or disregard of the duty they owe to
God's truth, and to God's cause on earth as virtually identified with
the proclamation or diffusion of His truth. From the number and
variety of the grounds on which men of this class, who are substantially
Calvinists at heart and in their own convictions, labour to excuse
themselves from openly and explicitly admitting and proclaiming
this-ranging from the elevated sophistry of men of high intellect and
learning like Mr. Mozley, down to the mawkish sentimentality of the
weakest of the brethren-it would almost seem as if an open profession
of Calvinism still led, in the Church of England, to something like
rnarty-rdom. We fear that some of the evangelical cle-rgy, who are really
Calvinists in substance and at heart, are deficient in the manly, outspoken independence and courageous integrity of the Newtons and Scotts
of a former generation (italics ours). We believe that it would advance
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the peace of mind of many of these excellent men, and increase their
efficiency and usefulness as preachers of the Gospel and defenders of
God's truth, if they would bring out their theological convictions
more definitely and prominently-if, by a deeper study of these
subjects, they were led to form, and if, by a deeper sense of the
responsibility connected with this department of the duty of Christian
ministers, they were led to profess more detailed and definite views
of doctrine, and thus to identify themselves more cordially and avowedly
with the leading principles of that system of theology, which has
been embraced in substance by a large proportion of the ablest and
best men that have ever adorned the Church of Christ-which was
adopted by the whole body of the Reformers, with scarcely a single
exception, and even by those timid and cautious men who presided
over the Reformation of the Church of England, and prepared her
authorized formularies.
" We believe that one reason why so many evangelical clergy rest
contented with very obscure and indefinite views upon many theological
subjects is that, from a variety of causes, they are led to shrink from
investigating them; and their Calvinism, such as it is, is to be traced,
not to a careful study of the subject, or the exercise of their mental
powers, but rather to their own personal experience. There is not
a converted and believing man on earth, in whose conscience there
does not exist at least the germ, or embryo, of a testimony in favour
of the substance of the Calvinistic doctrine of election. This testimony
may be misunderstood, or perverted, or suppressed; but it exists in
the ineradicable sense which every converted man has, that if God
had not chosen him, he never would have chosen God, and that if
God, by His Spirit, had not exerted a decisive and determining influence
in the matter, he never would have turned from darkness to light,
and been led to embrace Christ as his Saviour. This is really the
sum and substance of Calvinism. It is just the intelligent and hearty
ascription of the entire, undivided glory of their salvation, by all who
are saved, to the sovereign purpose, the infinite merit, and the
almighty agency of God,-the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.
And all that Calvinists ask is, that men who have been constrained
to believe, and feel this to be true in surveying the way by which God
has led them, would embody their convictions in distinct and definite
propositions; and that finding these propositions fully supported by
the sacred scriptures, they would profess and proclaim them as a portion of God's revealed truth . . . .With respect to that department of
the general subject on which not Calvinists but Arminians are so fond
of enlarging, viz., the purposes and procedure of God in regard to
those of the human race who ultimately perish, Calvinists undertake
to show-first, that they only follow, humbly and reverently, the
imperfect indications given us in scripture on this profoundly
mysterious subject: second, that while desirous to dwell chiefly upon
the subject of election, as being both more important in itself, and
more fully and clearly set before us in scripture, they have been
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compelled, by the perverse and vexatious importunity of their opponents,
to give more prominence to the subject of reprobation than they had
themselves any desire to give to it; and (3) That the inscrutable
mysteries attaching to this subject, apply in reality not to the Calvinistic representation of it, but to the actual realities of the case-to
facts which all parties admit, and which all are equally bound, and
equally unable, to explain, the facts, viz., of the fall of the whole
human race into an estate of sin and misery, and of this fearful state
becoming permanent in regard to a portion of the race; in other
words, the one great fact of the existence and the permanence of
moral evil among God's rational and responsible creatures.
" The Bible assumes or asserts, while it scarcely professes to explain,
these two great facts of the fall of the whole human race into a state
of sin and misery, and of the result that a portion of the race is to be
left for ever in that condition. But its leading primary object is to
unfold the great scheme of mercy, by which God has effectually
provided for the salvation from this state of sin and misery of an
innumerable multitude, which, for anything that has been made
known to us, may, in the ultimate result of things, comprehend a
great majority of the descendants of Adam. God has devised such
a scheme as this, to the praise of the glory of His grace. He has made
it known to us, that we may share in its blessings-that we may
attain to salvation ourselves-may assist, as the instruments, in His
hand, in promoting the salvation of our fellow-men-and may be
prepared for ascribing, with all our hearts, in time and through
eternity, glory, and honour, and blessing to Him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in His own blood, and made us kings and
priests unto God and His Father."-" The Reformers and the Theology
of the Reformation," by Dr. Wm. Cunningham. Pp. 207-11."
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. By Pastor F. H. Wright. Pp. 136.
Price 2s. 6d., post free. (The Sovereign Grace Union, 31, Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.)
The esteemed author of this volume was a Vice-President of the
Sovereign Grace Union from the year 1924 to the year 1936. An
excellent photograph of him appears as a frontispiece. The volume
opens with a brief memoir from the pen of Mr. A. W. Light. From
this we learn that Pastor Wright was born at Wellingborough in 1881,
and educated at the Grammar School of that town. While still young
he made an open profession of faith in Christ, and became a member
of the Strict Baptist Church in the town where he was born. He
became exercised concerning the work of the ministry, and he began
to supply pulpits in Northamptonshire.
He devoted much time to the study of the Scriptures, to the works
of the Puritans, and also to all the writings of J. C. Philpot.
At length he renounced brilliant business prospects and accepted
a call to Carmel Chapel, Fleckney, in Leicestershire, although it meant
considerable financial sacrifice. Here he remained for fourteen years.
In 1924 he first appeared on the S.G.U. platform and read a paper
on "The Holy Ghost, the Revealer of Christ and the Sealer of the
Saints." Notes of this paper are given in this volume, as well as the
last paper he read at the S.G.U. Conference in 1936.
Eventually he felt called to Rochdale, to become Pastor of Hope
Chapel, where John Warburton and John Kershaw had previously
ministered. The inaugural services there were held on May 15th,
1926, and amongst those who were present was Mr. A. W. Light.
Here he continued his fruitful ministry till his call Home on Nov. 1st,
1936. He was an old friend of Mr. A. W. Light, and warm testimony
is given in this Memoir to the gracious and instructive ministry of
God's servant.
We have read through the careful, Scriptural, and full exposition
of the Ten Commandments given in this volume, and we feel that
ministers and Christians of all denominations would do well to ponder
the Scriptural teaching given.
Pastor Wright held the doctrines of grace, but he was no Antinomian.
While rejecting the idea that a poor sinner can be justified by the
law, he evidently believed that the moral law was the rule of the
Christian man's life, and that to transgress that law was sin.
Helpful quotations might be given from each exposition of the
Ten Words, if space permitted, but we content ourselves with saying
that the practical teaching of this volume is very necessary for these
times. It sometimes happens that persons may be stout defenders
of the doctrines of grace, but great failures in regard to the grace
of the doctrines.
This volume is full of teaching showing that all believers, in all the
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relationships of life, should seek to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they are called, giving evidence in their homes and in their
businesses and in their labours in the Lord's vineyard, that they are
walking under the influence of the Holy Spirit of God. A humble,
a holy, and a consistent walk should specially characterize those who
profess that they owe everything to the unmerited favour of God.
Ministers and people alike need by Divine grace to give constant
evidence in their lives that they are under the sanctifying operations
of the Holy Spirit.
WINSOME WINS THROUGH. By Miss Beth Coombe Harris. Pp. 260.
Price 2s. 6d. (John Ritchie, Ltd., Kilmarnock, Scotland.)
This is an attractive, well-printed volume. It is deeply interesting
throughout. The story illustrates the great evil of betting and speculating. Winsome's father prospered for many years in spite of these
evils, but at last the crash came, and he found himself sentenced to
five years' imprisonment.
The story, however, shows how Winsome, who herself was addicted
to betting, was brought under the sound of the Gospel at a seaside
resort, and converted. She was thus delivered from the power of
the sin of betting, and was enabled kindly but firmly to stand out
against her father's wishes that she should join him at his office and
help him in his gambling business.
Another outstanding character in the story was enabled to refuse
a salary of five hundred a year, rather than engage in a business
which he felt to be inconsistent with a truly Christian profession.
Though much trial and suffering came to both these characters,
yet the Lord stood by them and wrought on their behalf. The story
shows how in the remarkable Providence of God adverse things worked
out for the good of His people.
We regret to feel obliged to add that, like most of the stories issued
in these days, the theology, though evangelical, is of the Arminian
type. We should like to see more stories the theology of which would
be on the lines of the Shorter Catechism, the Westminster Confession,
the Thirty-nine Articles, and the teaching of the great Reformers
and Puritans.
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND ALMANAC, 1938. Price 2~d., post free; or
7d. in cloth. (Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street,
Strand, London, W.C.2.)
This is the Jubilee issue of this very useful almanac, and it appears
in a slightly larger form and an attractive cover of blue and gold.
Sir Thomas Inskip writes an excellent article on the Reformation, and
there is a beautiful photograph of the Princess Elizabeth.
All Evangelical and Protestant members of the Church of England
should possess a copy. Clergymen especially will find it most useful.
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THE CONVERSATIONS OF CHRIST. By Archibald Macfadyen. Pp. 184.
Price 2s. 6d. (John Ritchie, Ltd., Kilmarnock, Scotland.)
These "conversations" are short chapters of three or four pages.
They are forty-six in number and begin with our Lord's conversation
in the Temple when He was twelve years of age, and conclude with
His words to Saul of Tarsus on the occasion of the latter's conversion.
We were surprised to read on page 99, that " The fatalist idea is,
that faith is a gift of God, and unless bestowed by Him it is impossible
for men to believe." On page 100 he says, "Faith is not the gift of
God any more than hearing is the gift of God." How he can say
this in view of the teaching in Ephesians ii. 8 and Philippians i. 29,
is difficult to understand.
On page 133 he says, in reference to the giving of the sop to Judas,
" This Jesus did to Judas, as if He would make one last effort to
bring him back to repentance." We believe that Scripture teaches
that when Christ really calls a sinner to repentance the call is always
effectual.
On page 136 the author tells us that " To sift Peter as wheat is
sifted, to take all the power of life-giving and reproduction from
him . . . was the great desire of the Evil One." But surely it is the
Holy Ghost Who is "the Lord and Giver of life." Peter had no
life-giving power.
On page 137 he says, "Peter was not yet fully turned round,"
apparently meaning he was not yet fully converted. The words,
" When thou art converted," refer, he thinks, to "the completion of
conversion" (page 138). We believe they merely refer to Peter turning by Divine grace from the great sin of denying his Lord. Conversion, in the true sense, is once for all, but the converted man is
frequently led by the Spirit to turn with horror and sorrow from sins
into which he may have fallen.

-----

THE CHURCH: ITs MEMBERS AND OFFICIALS. By WaIter Allen.
Pp. 14. Price 2d. (From the Author, 25A, Church Street,
Stanwix, Carlisle.)
The author emphasizes the important truth that the Church is not
the clergy or officials, but the company of all the saved people of God.
All believers without exception are " an holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices." Christ's" all-perfect sacrifice on Calvary (was)
offered once for all " (page 13).
We suggest that the author would reconsider the statement (page 8)
that " every believer is constituted his own priest . . . especially to
present and plead the sacrifice of Christ." The word "present"
suggests offering again.
We have received from Mr. Clement Witeman, GOSPEL ECHOES
CALENDAR, 1938. This has four copyright illustrations, and may be
had for Id. each, or 50 copies for 3s. 6d. Address: 26, Ivy Lane,
Paternoster Row, London, E.CA.
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LIFE AND SERMONS OF THE LATE REV. J. R. ANDERSON. Pp. 160.
Price 2s., post free. (R. W. Anderson, 29, St. Vincent Place,
Glasgow, C.l.; H. B. Pitt, 4, Clarendon Road, Trowbridge,
Wilts. Also C. J. Farncombe & Sons Ltd. and the Sovereign
~ln, KC.4).
Grace Union, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus,
This is the second volume of the Life and Sermons of Mr. Anderson.
The first volume, published in 1934, has been sold out.
The book is edited by Mr. H. B. Pitt, of Trowbridge, and he is
anxious that a notice of it should appear in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for
December. Accordingly we draw our readers' attention to it, though
we cannot read it as it would make it too late for insertion in the
December issue. The volume contains a portrait of Mr. Anderson
and is well printed. About twenty-one pages are devoted to a sketch
of his life, and then follow eight of Mr. Anderson's sermons. In our
review of the first volume in January, 1935, we said, " A warm appreciation of Mr. Anderson appeared in the Gospel Standard of May, 1852,
from the pen of Mr. J. C. Philpot."
T

THE ANTI-CHRIST IDENTIFIED. By J. A. Kensit. Pp. 32. Price 6d.,
postage Id. (Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street,
London, KC.4.)
This pamphlet consists of a paper read by Mr. Kensit before the
Prophecy Investigation Society, with additional matter. Mr. Kensit
takes the historical view and finds the Anti-Christ in the Papacy.
The popes and the papal system were so awful in their character that
it is not to be wondered at that the Reformers generally regarded
the pope as Anti-Christ.
That the papacy is Anti-Christian no one will doubt. Differences
of view, however, are held as to whether the Anti-Christ has yet
appeared, or whether he is an individual yet to be manifested. It is
well for students to know both sides of the question and then to decide
which they think is the Scriptural view.
ANTI-CHRIST: Is HE HERE, OR Is HE TO COME 1 Pp. 16. Price 2id.,
post free.
This may also be had from The Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon
Street, London, E.C.4. It contains notes from Gratton Guinness and
Hislop's Two Babywns.
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