THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
"COMFORT YE, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE, SAITH YOUR GOD."
" ENDEAVOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PEACE."
"JESUS CmuST, THE SAME YESTERDAY, AND TO-DAY, AND FOR EVER."

o. 876,

}

DECEMBER, 1938.

NEW SERIES.

m:ne
OR, WORDS

OF

jfamtl~

SPIRITUAL

{

No. 2076,
OLD SERIES.

18orttnn;

CAUTION,

COUNSEL,

AND

COMFORT.

'Who comforteth US in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OORINTBlA.NS i. 4.

MANIFOLD MERCIES.
" Blessed be the LORD GOD of my master Abraham, Who hath not
left destitute my master of His mercy and His truth."-GENEsIs
xxiv. 27.

"HIS mercy," th3Jt is the mercy of the LORD GOD of Abraham, the
father of the faithful. Abraham's godly servant bears testimony
to the fact that the LORD GOD had not left his master destitute of
His mercy. This pious servant of Abraham had the interests of
his godly master at heart. He had prayed that the LORD would
" show kindness unto his master Abraham" (verse 12), and now
that his prayer was immediately answered he praises GOD that He
had not left his master " destitute of His mercy."
How different from many servants who think only of themselves,
and have no regard for the interests of their masters. How beauti~
ful to notice the loving and prayerful interest which Abraham's
servant took in his master's concerns. It was a joy to his heart
that the LORD was showing special mercy to his master Abranam.
Abraham, however, was not the only Old Testament saint to
whom the LORD showed mercy. The mercy of the LORD is mentioned four times in the book of Genesis in reference to four Old
Testament saints, and all the four records of His mercy were written
for our learning, and for the spiritual comfort of GOD'S family.
We may describe the mercy shown to these saints as saving, prayerhearing, abounding, and tender.
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1. First, we read of GOD'S saving mercy.
Lot, the nephew of Abraham was living in Sodom. The people
_ of that city" were wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly"
(Gen. xiii. 13). Their sin was so grievous that the LORD had determined to destroy them. He made known His purpose to Abraham,
and Abraham naturally thought of Lot and said, "Wilt Thou also
destroy the righteous with the wicked 1" (Gen. xviii. 23).
The LORD took note of Abraham's concern and of the desire of
his heart, and when -He destroyed Sodom, He " remembered Abraham and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow" (Gen. xix.
29). To this end He sent two angels to bring Lot out of the city.
They " laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and
upon the hand of his two daughters, the LORD being merciful unto
him." Lot recognized that his deliverance was due to the mercy
of GOD, and he said, "Thou hast magnified Thy mercy, which Thou
hast showed unto me in saving my life" (Gen. xix. 16, 19). He
addressed the words to one of the angels, but he knew it was Divine
mercy which was saving his life. It was, in other words, saving
mercy.
How true this is constantly in regard to the temporal salvation
of GOD'S saints. Like other people they are daily in danger, and
the dangers to human life are increasing through the advance of
knowledge and the modern inventions for locomotion. . How often
and constant, however, is the LORD'S mercy shown to His people
in saving their bodies from death. But" according to His abundant
mercy" He also saves them from eternal death. Not by works of
righteousness which they have done but" according to His mercy"
He saves, regenerates and justifies them.
Because He is rich in mercy He cleanses them from all sin in the
fountain of CHRIST'S blood, and saves them with an everlasting
salvation. Truly they experience His saving mercy. What a
mercy if each reader can say of the LORD, "Thou hast magnified
Thy mercy in saving me."
2. Secondly, we read of prayer-hearing mercy.
The words of Abraham's servant had reference to the wonderful
and immediate answer to his prayer offered that very day.
Abraham was rightly concerned that his son Isaac should not marry
a daughter of Canaan. Would that more of GOD'S saints realized
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that the marriages of GOD'S people should be only" in the LORD."
How many marriages prove disastrous from a failure to remember .
that GOD'S people should not be "unequally yoked."
Abraham's servant was sent by his master to Abraham's kindred
in Mesopotamia to get a wife for Isaac there. The servant sought
the LORD'S guidance. He prayed that the LORD would send him
"good speed this day, and show kindness unto my master
Abraham." The LORD heard his prayer immediately, and he
blessed Him for His prayer-hearing mercy.
The LORD is still the same to-day. In very deed His ears are
open unto His people's prayers. He promises to direct their paths
and to supply their needs. He knows their ignorance and poverty,
and He graciously promises to direct their steps, and to provide
for their wants. His mercy is indeed shown in His readiness to
hearken unto the cry of His people. There are times when, while
they are yet speaking in prayer, He hears. Let us take comfort
from His prayer-hearing mercy.
3. Thirdly, we read of abounding mercies.
J acob was a saint of GOD, though like other saints he had his
faults. Through sin he had ~o leave home, lonely and poor. But
the LORD appeared to him and said, " Behold, I am with thee, and
will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee
again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done
that which I have spoken to thee of" (Gen xxviii. 15).
Many years went by, and at last the LORD said to him, "Return
unto the land of thy fathers, and to thy kindred; and I will be with
thee" (Gen xxxi. 3).
Jacob obeyed the Divine command, and on reaching his own
land he was confronted with a new danger, and he cried unto the
LORD. \Vhen doing so he reviewed his past life, and contrasted his
present circumstances with those of many years before, when he
left his father's house lonely and poor.
Now he was married, and had many children. He was possessed
of " oxen, and asses, flocks, and menservants, and womenservants,"
and in his prayer he said, " I am not worthy of the least of all the
mercies, and of all the truth, which Thou hast showed unto Thy
servant; for with my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I
am become two bands" (Gen. xxxii. 5, 10).
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.Abounding mercies had been bestowed upon him by his Covenant
God. Is he the only saint of GOD Who has experienced abounding
mercies 1 Surely not. Let all the saints who read this Family
Portion review their past lives, and will they not say that He has
abounded in His mercies towards them 1 Mercies temporal and
mercies spiritual have abounded more or less. His compassions
have failed not. They have been new every morning. Moreover,
they will be ready to say, "I am not worthy of these abounding
mercies. My GOD. hath not dealt with me after my sins, nor
rewarded me according to my iniquities. • Where my sin abounded
His grace hath much more abounded." Let us then be assured
that He Who hath been mindful of us will still bless us.
4. Lastly, we read of tender mercy.
This brings us to the history of Joseph. What sorrow he went
through when his cruel brethren sold him to the Ishmaelites.
How trying to be afterwards sold as a slave to Potiphar, the
Captain of the guard. Yet the LORD was with him and made all
that he did to prosper. Later, however, another terrible trial
confronted him. His master's wife cruelly slandered his character,
and his master put him in prison. .~hat an awful change in his
circumstances! How strange to us are the ways of GOD. "But
the LORD was with Joseph, and showed him mercy, and gave him
favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison" (Gen. xxxix. 21).
How beautiful to read these words. The LORD did not forsake
His dear servant. Despised and rejected by men, his GOD did not
forsake him, but showed towards him His tender mercy and sympathy and compassion.
For a long period Joseph remained in prison, but the LORD made
his very imprisonment the stepping-stone to his subsequent wonderful exaltation. Thus," Like as a father pitieth his children, so the
LORD pitieth them that fear Him" (Ps. ciii.13). He crowneth His
people "with lovingkindness and tender mercies."
What shall we say to these things 1 Shall we not trust Him
more still to exhibit towards us His saving, prayer-hearing, abound-·
jng, and tender mercies 1
THE EDITOR
(Thomas H oughton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
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- DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE HUMAN HEART.
" The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of 'Water:
He turneth it 'Whithersoever He 'Will."-PROVERBS xxi. l.

THE word heart is often used of the mind or intellect. Thus our
Lord says, " Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts." In Solomon's
day a king was generally an autocratic monarch. He had no
parliament, and he ruled as he pleased. Such a monarch was
Nebuchadnezzar. "Whom he would he slew; . and whom he
would he kept alive; and whom he would he set up; and whom
he would he put down" (Dan. v. 19.) Yet this great autocratic
king was eventually obliged to say of the Most High that "He
doeth according to His will in the army of heaven, and among
the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay His hand, or say
unto Him, What doest Thou ~ " (Dan. iv. 35). He was made to
"know that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and
giveth it to whomsoever He will" (Dan iv. 32).
An outstanding illustration of the sovereignty of God over the
hearts of men is the circumstances which led up to our Lord's
crucifixion. Many might easily conclude that that solemn event
was due only to the treachery of Judas, the hatred of the Jewish
leaders, the scorn of Herod, and the weakness of Pilate. He 'was,
however, delivered to death by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God. vVicked hands crucified Him, but behind their
wickedness was the gracious purpose of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghost to provide redemption from the curse of the law
for the people of God. "Of a truth against Thy holy child Jesus,
Whom Thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with
the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together,
for to do 'Whatsoever Thy hand and Thy Counsel determined before to
be done" (Acts ii. 23; iv. 27, 28).
What was sin in them was a manifestation of the infinite love of
God for His people in providing ~hat His beloved Son should be
the propitiation for their sins. Their hearts were in the hand of
the Lord.
If an autocratic king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, how much
more the hearts of all other persons ~ All hearts are under the
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control of Him "Who worketh all things after the counsel of His
own will" (Ephes. i. 11).
The sovereignty of God over the human heart is evidently taught
by the inspired words of Solomon.
Three things call for our attention in reference to these words.
First, we may think of the character of the human heart. Secondly,
we need to consider the Divine knowledge of the human heart, and
thirdly, the Divine control over the human heart.
1. First, let us briefly consider the character of the human heart
which is under Divine control.
The book of Proverbs itself teaches us that the human heart is
morally unclean. "Who can say I have made my heart clean, I
am pure from my sin 1" (Prov. xx. 9.) Manifestly we must all say,
" We are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as
filthy rags." Isaiah the prophet said, "Woe is me! for I am
undone; because I am a nlan of unclean lips" (Isa. vi. 5; lxiv. 6).
Solomon says of the wicked man (and we are all wicked by nature)
that" frowardness is in his heart, he deviseth mischief continually"
(Prov. vi. 14).
Jeremiah says, "The heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked" (Jer xvii. 9).
Our Lord teaches us that the heart is a fountain of evil. "Out
of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications,
thefts, false witness, blasphemies" (Matt. xv. 19).
The Apostle :faul speaks of the spiritual blindness or hardness of
the human heart (see Ephes. iv. 17).
We are all, then, by nature morally unclean, deceitful, desperately
wicked, full of sin, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.
What an awful picture of our natural character. In the sight of
God we are without a character. We are poor, wretched, helldeserving sinners-all of us. The highest-and the lowest-in the
land are all sinners. In regard to the depravity of our hearts there
is no difference. Where is boasting then 1 It is excluded. We all
need to humble ourselves before God and to cry, " God be merciful
to me a sinner."
2. Secondly, let us consider the Divine knowledge of the human
heart.
Solomon says, " The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord." The
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expression, though figurative, indicates that the heart of man is
under the Divine eye. As we can examine an article which we hold
in our hand, so the Lord can search and examine the human heart
which is, so to speak, in His hand. "Hell and destruction are
before the Lord: how m1/ch more then the hearts of the children of
men ? " (Prov. xv. 11.) All hearts are before Him. He sees them
all. "All things are naked and ope.ned unto the eyes of Him with
whom we have to do" (Heb. iv. 13).
We read, " every way of a man is right in his own eyes; but the
Lord pondereth (or weigheth) the hearts" (Prov. xxi. 2).. He" weighs
in the exact balance of His judgment the inclinations, intentions,
and abilities of men, so that many of men's ways, which look right
to them, are not so in His holy eyes" (Fausset, on Prove xvi. 2).
To Samuel the Lord said, "Man looketh on the outward appearance,
but the Lord looketh on the heart" (1 Same xvi. 7).
Our Lord did not commit Himself to men, because" He knew
what was in man.'" He knew man's heart (John ii. 24, 25). To
the Pharisees He said, "God knoweth your hearts" (Luke xvi. 15).
Nothing can escape the Divine notice, for He searches the heart.
(See J er. xvii. 10.) "He knoweth the secrets of the heart" (Ps.
xliv. 21).
These various Scripture declarations show how complete and
full is the Divine knowledge of our hearts.
He knows the sinfulness of the heart. He knows the evil lusts
of the heart. He knows the malice of the heart. He knows the
evil designs and wicked purposes of the heart. He knows the selfwilled plans of the heart. He knows all the secrets of the heart.
Many things in the heart may be hidden from our closest friends,
but nothing can be hidden from Him. "The eyes of the Lord are
in every place, beholding the evil and the good" (Prov. xv. 3).
How ready, then, should we be to confess our heart sins to God,
seeing that He is more fully acquainted with them than we can
be ourselves.
Moreover, if God visits judgment upon a sinner He does so with
absolute justice, for He is fully and completely acquainted with all
the evil that is in the heart. On the other hand, if God pardons and
justifies a sinner how abundantly it redounds to His infinite grace.
For with the fullest and minutest knowledge of the sinner's heart
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sins, He justifies him freely by His grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus. Truly it may be said of every saved sinner,
- "Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound."
3. Thirdly, think of the Divine control of the human heat't.
"He turneth it whithersoever He w.ill." Men boast of their
free will and imagine they can do just as they please, but Scripture
teaches that God " doeth according to His will among the inhabitants
of the earth." J oseph's brethren thought they were frustrating the
inspired dreams of J oseph when they sold him into Egypt, but God
made use of their sin to carry out His own gracious designs.
We have seen how God turned the hearts of Herod the king,
Pontius Pilate the Roman Governor, the Gentiles, and the people
of Israel, to do what His hand and His counsel determined before
to be done. Their object was to get rid o~ Christ. God's object
was to provide a holy Substitute to bear the penalty of the sins of
His people, so that He could at once be just and yet the Justifier
of him who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus God turned
and influenced the hearts of wicked men to carry out His gracious
purpose of redemption. When Christ died on the cross, He by His
death redeemed His people from the curse of the law, being made a
curse for them.
We may note further that God turns the hearts of men to bring
about their salva.tion. Conversion is a turning from the broad way
into the narrow. Except men are thus turned they cannot enter
the kingdom of heaven. (See Matt. xviii. 3.)
God, however, graciously uses the preaching of the Gospel as the
means of "turning (men) from darkness to light, and from the power
of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and
inheritance among them which are sanctified, by faith" in Christ's
blood. (Acts. xxvi. 18.)
The Gospel comes to dead sinners in power, and in the Holy
Ghost. They are quickened by the Spirit, and then they turn to
God from idols to serve the living and true God, " and to wait for His
Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus, which
delivered us from the wrath to come" (1 Thess. i. 5, 9, 10).
. When" the hand of the Lord" is with the preachers of the Gospel,
many of their hearers " believe and turn to the Lord " (Acts xi. 21).
Then the sheep who had gone astray return to the Shepherd and
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Bishop of their souls. (See 1 Peter ii. 25.) It is the Divinepeliverer
Who turns away ungodliness from Jacob. The human heart is
dead and stony, dark and hardened, b:ut God gives a new heart and
a new spirit and thus a mighty change takes place in the lives of
dead sinners. (See Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27.)
They are saved through the sovereign grace of the God of all
grace. God turns the hearts of men to fulfil His promises to His
people.
God promised His an~ient people that He would restore them
from the Babylonian captivity after seventy years. That He
might fulfil this promise He stirred up the spirit of Cyrus, king of
Persia, to issue a proclamation allowing God's people to return and
build the temple at Jerusalem (see Ezra i. 1-4). When the temple
was actually built the children of Israel kept the feast of unleavened
bread, "For the Lord had made them joyful, and turned the heart
of the king of Assyria unto them, to strengthen their hands in the
work of the house of God, the. God of Israel" (Ezra vi. 22). Thus
God can turn the hearts of kings and of others in order to fulfil
His promises, and answer the prayers of His people. All hearts
are under His control.
Sometimes God may influence the heart of a wicked king to
chastise His people for their sins. In this way God used the
Assyrian monarch to chastise His people Israel. "Howbeit he
(the Assyrian king) meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think
so" (Isa. x. 5-7). The king does not intend to carry out God's
designs, yet unconsciously he does so, because his heart is in the
hand of the Lord. It was the Lord Who influenced the heart of
the king of Babylon to bring about the Babylonian captivity as a
chastisement on His people (see Jer. xxv. 8-14).
He influences the hearts of wicked kings to fulfil His own will.
We read of the ten kings, "God hath put in their hearts to fulfil
His will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast,
until the words of God be fulfilled" (Rev. xvii. 17).
Thus in order to redeem, -regenerate, convert, and save His
people; to fulfil His promises and answer their prayers; and
sometimes to visit them with chastisement, the Lord turned the
hearts of kings and others whithersoever He willed.
This great truth-the sovereignty of God over the human heart-
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is full of comfort for God's people. It has brought about their
redemption. It turned them out of the broad way which leadeth
_ to destruction into the narrow way which leadeth unto life, and it
secures the fulfilment of His prornises to them and makes all things
work together for their good. Because the Lord thus reigneth they
can rest satisfied. "If God be for us," they can say, "who can be
against us 1 "
There are two other passages about the human heart in the book
of Proverbs which the Lord's people do well to notice. The first
is "He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool." The second is,
" Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding" (Prov. iii. 5; xxviii. 26).
In other words we need to trust in Him Who controls all hearts
for His own glory, and for the present and eternal good of His
people.
"In Thy sovereignty rejoicing, we Thy children bow and praise,
For we know that kind and loving, just and true are all Thy ways.
While Thy hef,trt of sovereign mercy, and Thine arm of sovereign
might,
For our great and strong salvation in Thy sovereign grace unite."
(F. R. Havergal.)
THE EDITOR.

SIMPLICITY IN PREACHING.
" BEAR in mind that my five points are these :" First: If you want to attain simplicity in preaching, you must
have a clear knowledge of what you are going to preach.
" Secondly: If you would attain simplicity in preaching, you must
use simple words.
" Thirdly: If you would attain simplicity in preaching, you must
seek to acquire a simple style of composition, with short sentences
and as few colons and semi-colons as possible.
" Fourthly: If you would attain simplicity in preaching, aim at
directness.
" Lastly: If you would attain simplicity in preaching, make
abundant use of illustration and anecdote.
" Read good models, and become familiar with good specimens of
simplicity in preaching. As your best model, take the English Bible.
If you speak the language in which that is written, you will speak
well. Read John Bunyan's immortal work, the Pilgrim's Progress.
Read it again and again, if you wish to attain simplicity in preaching."
-(BishopJ. O. Ryle.)
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WELLSPRINGS.
" And a man shall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert
from the tempest,. as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow
of a great rock in a weary land. ' '-ISAIAH xxxii. 2.

i'

•

WE need to glance at the opening words of this chapter, which give
the connecting link to the promised provision of our text. The
verse opens with a " Behold," which always lays a great emphasis
on the subject to follow, in Holy Scripture. "Behold, a King shall
reign in righteousness." And surely this points far beyond Hezekiah"
King of Ju.dab, gTeat and good king as he was, and under whose
reign the nation was exalted by righteousness and equity, and
flourished. Yes, surely there is a setting forth here of the King of
Righteousness, the King of Saints, Who r~igns for and in His Church
"in righteousness," faithfulness, - and truth. It was of Him the
sweet Psalmist sang of "a good matter-touching the King," and
of Whom the prophet Jeremiah prophesied, "a King shall reign
and prosper, and shall execute judgement and justice in the earth"
(Jer. xxiii. 5). He it is Whom the prophet Zechariah sets forth:
" Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Zion; shout, 0 daughter of Jerusalem:
behold, thy King cometh unto thee: He is just, and having salvation;
lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an _ass"
(Zecb. ix. 9). All of this is gathered up by the Apostle Paul to the
saints at Rome, in declaring the eternal triumph of righteousness
over sin through the life and work and vicarious death of Zion's King.
" That as sin reigned unto death, even so might grace reign, through
righteousness, unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom.
v. 21). The King of Salvation, the Lord our Righteousness, bringing
in eternal life and being the Mighty Conqueror over sin, death, and
the grave!
Yes, this is God's King, "My King," saith Jehovah, and" set upon
mine holy hill," the King of grace and glory. Behold! indeed!
And this very reign "in righteousness" brings out the antagonistic
forces of evil, which in the heart of fallen man break out on every
side in defiant rebellion and opposition to true righteousness and
judgment. It is even when we were enemies Christ died for us sinners.
It is when we were "far off" that He brought us "nigh." It is
when we were without hope and help in and of ourselves that He
came to redeem and buy back to God a people who were under the
curse. 0 h! well He knew that we should need such a remedy, such
a Saviour, such an Hiding Place! It must be One Who could meet
all the requirements of a holy, righteous, and perfect law, and the
demands of Divine Justice, and yet of kin with His people in all
their human need.
" A Man," therefore, is the glorious title He assumes, and in fulness
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of time, by taking upon Himself our nature that He might redeem
us to God His Father and be one with us, in all our need, and the
one way of return. No other Hiding Place! . No other place of
shelter and safety! "Can any hide himself in secret places where
I shall not see him 1 saith the Lord. Do not I fill Heaven and
earth 1 saith the Lord" (Jer. xxiii. 24). But when once a sinner
has been taught the need of this Hiding Place, the absolute necessity
of sheltering under the precious Blood as his only plea, hope, and
safety, just as every Israelite who was within the blood-besptinkled
lintels of his dwelling when the destroying angel passed over, then_
he is safe, and only safe as having been taught to cry from the depths
of his heart,
"Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee."

Oh! man does indeed need a Hiding Place! Sin has shut him
out from a holy God and he cannot escape from the scrutiny of that
All-seeing Eye. He has broken the law and is under the curse and
condemnation of eternal death deservedly. Justice pursues him,
and there is no way of escape. "The soul that sinneth, it shall die."
But there is One Who pities and loves and steps into the place of
the sinner; dies the Just for the unjust to bring us to God His Father;
making Himself our Hiding Place. That crimson stream of the
Blood of God's Lamb is that by which His people have full remission
of their sins. They know it as their alone place of safety and their
only plea for salvation and its accompanying mercies all through
their pilgrimage. It is little by little that the blood-washed sinner
learns, and is drawn to see by constraining, upholding, keeping, and
preserving grace that he is neither happy nor safe except in Christ.
" Hide me under the shadow of Thy wings," is his constant prayer.
I t is the only place of shelter and safety from the stormy winds
and rough waves which beset us in our dangerous voyage through
life. It is our place of resort when Satan tempts and tries the soul
with his accusations and insinuating doubts. It is our only harbour
when the storms beat heavily on our little and well-nigh capsizing
vessel. But the promise makes good, and the Lord will be the Harbour,
the Refuge, the place of repair; the Hiding Place for the poor
tempest-tossed soul. He has promised (and His Word is true from
the beginning) to be their " Hiding place from the wind, and a covert
from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow
of a great rock in a weary land."
All these are wilderness experiences in the souls of all believers
at one time or another. And their glorious Hiding Place is " a Man "the thrice-blessed God-Man! He is thereby constituted to be all
that which they need. As Man, He knows the suffering of the human
frame and the sore temptations of our nature, though in Him there
was" no sin." As God, He is able to succour and deliver His people,
and they are upheld and kept by His mighty" power through faith
unto salvation." Well do His children oft love to sing, to their comfort
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and encouragement, as they run into this their Hiding Place:
"From every stormy wind that blows,
From every swelling tide of woes,
There is a calm, a safe retreat;
'Tis found beneath the mercy-seat."

It has, indeed, been a true and merciful Hiding Place for God's
people during the recent days of acute national crisis, suspense, and
fear. When the war-clouds were ready to break over our heads
and all but plunged Europe into the horrors of a modern conflict,
the word given to the writer at the outset was as a sheet-anchor
(Ps. xxxii. 7), and all the Lord's dear exercised people could doubtless
testify of some word or another which stayed them and upheld and
comforted their exercised hearts and disturbed minds at that acute
time. They heard His voice saying, "Come, my people, enter into
thy closet; hide thyself until this tyranny be over-past; hide in
the secret place of the Most High; hide under the shadow of His
wings and wait only, wait continually upon thy God."
And they have now their songs of gratitude and praise to sing
unto their Delivering God, Who hath made bare His arm and proved
once again how true is His own Word: "And call upon Me in the
day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me." How
truly the gifted Gurnall writes: "God Himself [Hosea xi. 9], when
He had aggravated His people's sins to the height, then, to show
what a God can do, breaks out into this sweet promise, 'I will not
execute the fierceness of mine anger, I will not return to destroy
Ephraim.' And why not ~ 'For I am God and not man. I will
show the Almightiness of My mercy.'" Oh! well is it for us, beloved,
to "rejoice with trembling" and " go softly" and " walk humbly"
with our God, as we consider what an interposition has been wrought
for us, and how well nigh the Holy and Just God was about to
execute His firm decrees upon a nation which has so shamefully
departed from Him. But judgment is ever His strange act, and
mercy His Divine prerogative which He ever loves to extend to His
poor and needy ones.
Thus, having been brought safely to the end of another year, we are
the living witnesses to record His faithfulness. We have had our sorrows,
our cares, our temptations, our trials, difficulties, perplexities,
humblings, and daily conflicts. But He has been faithful to His
Word, and most tender to His exercised children. They have oft
run into their Hiding Place and found Him all that He promised
to be, and never has He, nor will He ever, fail one of His own.
When this M:agazine is in the hands of our dear readers, we shall,
if spared, be preparing to celebrate the wondrous Birth of the
God-Man, Who came to this earth to redeem- us from all our iniquities
and be the Mighty to save! "Thou shalt call His Name JESUS,
for He shall save His people from their sins." As God, Almighty
to save; as Man, taking upon His holy self to suffer and die for us
sinners. "A Man shall be as an hiding place" indeed! Yea, the
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God-Man, born a Babe in Bethlehem; living His holy life as Man
in Nazareth; walking the shores of Galilee; frequenting the slopes of
Olivet and Gethsemane; and at length suffering the ignominy and
sufferings of Calvar) 's Cross! Oh, was He not indeed an Hiding
Place for His sinner-train 1 And is it not through His constraining
love and impelling grace that the soul cries out, "I flee unto Thee
to hide me." "The Name of the Lord is a strong tower, the righteous
runneth into it and is saf~." That Name, and that alone, whereby
we can be saved, succoured and presented to glory.
It is in that thrice holy Name and none other under Heaven, beloved
reader, that you and I can take refuge and rest in quiet confidence.
It is there we learn to "Be still and know that He is God" whilst
tumultuous passions fight from without and within us. It is there
that real prayer is wrung from our hearts and we learn the sweet
comfort of having such an Hiding Place where we can groan out
our desires and breathe out our broken words. It is there we learn
to " commune with our own hearts and be still." It is there we are
led out in our sacred contemplations to review the mercies of a past;
recall marvellous deliverances; remarkable interpositions; and the
unfailing faithfulness of our Covenant God; and it is there we
encourage our souls that He Who hath helped will yet help; He Who
hath promised never to forsake will never forego His Word. He will
be with everyone of His, way-worn saints, even the feeblest and
most downcast among them, the one who feels himself or herself
to be the chief sinner! He will be with the weary and heavy-laden
one; He will be with those who are suffering wrong, and smarting
under man's judgment; He will be with those in bereavement and
sorrow; He will be with the one who feels most alone; He will be
with His dear servants who faithfully labour on and are bearing
many a heavy burden as standard-bearers in now so thin a rank.
Yes, not one is forgotten of their God, and to all in their need and
condition He has made Himself their Hiding Place, whilst grace
constrains their grateful hearts to sing with dear Kent,
" Hail! Sovereign Love, that first began
The scheme to rescue fallen man !
Hail! matchless, free, eternal grace,
That gave my soul a Hiding-place. n

Grace and faith will unite their hope and expectation that
" A few more rolling suns at most,
Will land me in fair Canaan's coast:
Where I shall sing the song of grace,
And see my glorious Hiding-Place."

Whatever your state, your circumstances, your need, child of God~
if spared to enter another year, be sure of this, your gracious Hiding
Place is there before you, and will be unto you all, according to your
need. Oh! seek His grace continually; seek habitually to use your
Hiding Place aright, and to recognize the unspeakable mercy which has
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provided you with such; and whilst the wicked and all who forsake
God will on that solemn Great Day of account, from which not one
can escape, be calling" upon the rocks to fall on them and hi.de them
horp. the wrath of the Lamb," His redeemed and much-forgiven
people will know the sweetness and security of their God's provision
and hiding in the" place by Me," sheltered in the clefts of His Smitten
Rock and covered by. His Hand.
44

Where they shall sing the song of grace,
And see their glorious Hiding Place."

Oh! may not one who has read these lines be without this Hiding
Place, where" in Time and to Eternal days 'tis with the righteous
well." The question must be settled for each one individually. Are
you, am I, in or out of Christ?

R.

"THE DAY IS AT HAND."
THE night is far spent, the day is at hand,
Already the dawn may be seen in the sky;
Rejoice then, ye saints, 'tis your Lord's own command;
Rej oice, for the coming of Jesus draws nigh.
How bright will it be, when Jesus appears!
How welcome to those who have shared in His cross!
A crown incorruptible then will be theirs,
A rich compensation for SUffering and loss.

I

.I
I

Affliction is light compared to the day
Of glory that then will from heaven be revealed!
The Saviour is coming, His people may say,
The Lord whom we look for, our Sun and our Shield.

o

pardon us, Lord, that love to Thy name
Is faint, with so much our affections to move! .
Our deadness should fill us with grief and with shame,
So much to be loved and so little to love!

.1

o kindle within us a holy desire,
Like that which was found in Thy people of old!
Who felt all Thy love, and whose hearts were on fire,
While waiting in patience Thy face to behold!
(Thomas Kelly, 1836.)
" LET us beware of fireworks in our preaching. 'Beautiful' sermons,
, brilliant' sermons, 'clever' sermons, 'popular' sermons, are often
sermons which have no effect on the congregation, and do not draw
men to Jesus Christ."-(Bishop J. C. Ryle.)
35
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Snmons anll Notes of SttUlons.
THE COMING OF CHRIST; AND THE BELIEVER.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. J AMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
" A.nd the very God of peace sanctify you wholly,. and I pray God your
whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is He that calleth you,
Who also will do it."-l THESSALONIANS v. 23, 24.

THE coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is in this portion of God's Word
set before us as the great end of the Christian vocation; the object
ever to be kept in view, in permanent view that is, all the day long
with us as God's professing people in all places. Little wonder that
if this blessed reality be continually with us it affects our conversation,
our character, and our life. "Every man," as we read this morning
from the. reading-desk, in the First Epistle of John, the third chapter,
"every man that hath this hope in Him purifieth "-cleanseth"himself, even as He is pure." And so we find in our text to-night
most closely associated with the coming of the Lord Jesus the character
of holiness. Those only will thirst and long for their Lord's coming
who delight in holiness, because they know when He comes they will
be delivered from a present evil world and from the bondage of the
poor, fallen, sin-stained flesh, and from the temptations of Satan
and all his attacks and malice. Therefore there is a most practical
connection between this hope of the Church of God-the coming of
Christ-and practical holiness. "The very God of peace sanctify
you wholly." And then the apostle puts into petition these words,
" I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless," or, as ,the Greek is, "blamelessly preserved," the blamelessness
referring to Him Who preserves and not to those who are preserved" be preserved blamelessly unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."
Then as He appears to receive His redeemed in resurrection blessedness unto Himself shall He set His seal upon His work; then the
mystery of God shall be finished. And this is it which the Divine
counsels and everlasting purposes have been tending unto. God
has always kept this great event before Himself and has subordinated
all other considerations to this consummation of His wisdom, for
when Christ comes to put the topstone upon the temple His Father
has entrusted into His hands to build, shall the shoutings, the eternal
shoutings to grace begin, "Grace, grace unto it" for ever and ever.
Now we notice in the first place the title under which the apostle
addresses these his petitions for the Thessalonian believers, for note
well this epistle is addressed to believers. Turn to the first chapter
and the first verse, "Paul, and Silvanus (or Silas), and Timotheus,
unto the Church of the Thessalonians which is in God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ." This is no mere professing church,
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this is no mere local church, but this is the Church of the living God,
the living Church of the living God, found in God the Father, equally
found in the Lord Jesus Christ. And then the inspired writer puts
up ~ petition forthwith, and adds, " Grace be unto you, and peace "peace, so that he has introduced this element peace into his epistle
from the very beginning. And now it is at the close of it he supplicates
God, the very God of peace, in this matter of sanctifying and preserving
the saints unto the coming of the Lord Jesus. "The very God of
Peace," or as some translate it, "God, Peace Himself, sanctify you
wholly."
.
Why, may we ask, is this title "The God of Peace" applied to
the living God 1 Well, there are various reasons why. First, because
He ordained peace between Himself and His sinful people. He
ordained peace for us is the language of faith found in the Holy Scriptures. "Thou wilt ordain peace for us: for Thou hast wrought
all our works in us." Now because God ordained peace through
the blood of Christ He well takes this title, the God of Peace. And
then, too, He is the Author of peace, the sole Author of peace. None
can give peace to the conscience, the guilty awakened conscience,
the conscience burdened under a deep sense of guilt, but the living
God Who takes this sweet and precious title, the God of Peace.
When He giveth peace who then can make trouble 1 Who 1 This
has been a question for God's people to put to the enemies of their
souls. When God gives peace He preserves peace between Himself
and His believing sinful people. He will allow no interrupter of
that peace on His part; as we sometimes sing in one of our hymns,
peace with Him remains the same. My peace may fluctuate, "but
peace with Him remains the same, no change J ehovah knows." And
so He preserves the peace He has made. I t is not, mark you, a
conditional peace; it is not a peace that can be finally forfeited.
It is a righteous peace; it has cost precious blood; it is the subject
of a Divine Author, and it is the substance of everlasting love, and
therefore the peace of God in the hearts of His people has been well
called a "peace that passeth all understanding"; it can never be
fathomed, never be measured; its height has never yet been reached;
it is an everlasting peace between the Holy God and His people.
And then He is the God of Peace because He cleanses, and puts
this peace into the consciences of His people. We believers lose
our present peace, we lose· the enjoyment of our present peace; when
sin defiles the conscience peace is, for the time being, suspended in
the enjoyment of it. God will not suffer His people to walk peaceably
when they sin against His love, when they reflect upon His grace
by their conversation or character; and therefore He restores their
peace when they come broken-hearted to His footstool, confess their
failures and shortcomings as David did in the fifty-first Psalm, after
he so grievously sinned against his God. He lost his joy for the
time present, and therefore he pleaded very humbly in a spirit of
true, grievous, godly penitence, "Restore unto me the joy of Thy
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salvation." So the backsliding child of God, when he comes afresh
to the Mercy-seat, this is his petition: "Restore unto me the· peace.
of Thy salvation"; and it is God's delight to do so. God delights
_ in peace. This is another reason why He takes His title, the God
of Peace. It is His special pleasure. Peace is a subject with Him
of special delight, and therefore He would have His people walk
in the enjoyment- of that which He enjoys. He _would have them
enter experimentally and very feelingly into an apprehension of
that -in which He takes supreme delight. The very God of Peace,
the very God, not another, even God Himself.
Now for the subject petitioned for. His prayer, as I have said
already, is for believers in Christ, the Church of God, "in God the
Father and in God the Son." Now as to sanctification, there are
phases of sanctification to be considered. The first is objective and
the second is subjective. Objectively Christ is the sanctification
of His people. They are sanctified in Him. Let us turn to the
First Epistle addressed to the Corinthians, the first - chapter, the
thirtieth verse: "But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, Who of God is
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and
redemption." If Christ be the redemption of His people He is equally
their sanctification. If Christ be the redemption of His people equally
is He the wisdom of His people. If Christ be the redemption of
His people, so too is He their righteousness. And thus we are to
consider the sanctification complete equally with the redemption
and the righteousness. Nothing can be added to the righteousness
of God as it is imputed to the believer in Christ Jesus. Christ is
the end of the law of works for righteousness to everyone that
believeth-the end of it. He has perfected obedience unto the law,
and by the infinite merit of His obedience, being His obedience, those
who stand before God in that righteousness are a people blamelessblameless. There is no flaw tu be found in them anywhere. "Ye
are complete in Him," nothing lacking of righteousness, neither" in
Him" is there anything lacking of sanctification objectively considered.
You remember He says to His Father in the seventeenth chapter
of John, "For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also might
be truly sanctified," or, " sanctified through the truth." "I sanctify
Myself"; when Christ speaks of Himself as sanctified He does not
mean that He has become holy, that at last He has arrived at a state
of holiness, or a condition of sanctification. The word used there
is the word in its original sense, namely, being set apartfor God, separated
unto God, and we may translate the Scripture in that place, "For
. their sakes separate I Myself, that they also might be separated
through the truth," for they were in Him as He said, Himself a sacrifice
for sin, they were in Him, chosen in Him, before the foundation of
the world, they were crucified together with Him. Further, when
He was quickened, they were quickened; when He was raised up,
they in Him were likewise raised up. He therefore is all in all unto
them that believe. He is their sanctification; they stand in Him
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before God the very righteousness of God Himself. We were reading,
also in that third chapter of the First Epistle of John in regard to
the righteousness, "Li-ttle children, let no man deceive you: he
that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as He is righteous," and
that doing righteousness is the effect of being righteous, for no tree
can bring forth fruit contrary to its own nature, the tree must be
good if good fruit is to result. If the tree be evil the fruit likewise will
be evil. And thus, too, if a man be accepted in Christ, if a sinner
be justified freely by the grace of God through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus, he stands righteous in the righteousness of Christ,
and because he is righteous he bringeth forth the fruit of righteousness.
Everyone, therefore, "that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as
He is righteous." And so, too, in regard to holiness and sanctification, the people of God in Christ their Head are holy as He is holy.
And then next, dear friends, there is to be considered the subjective
side of this righteousness. This is, I take it to be, the manifestation
of the truth of sanctification in Christ. You are a believer, you are
accepted in the Beloved, you have imputed to you the righteousness,
the spotless righteousness of Christ, you are constituted in Him the
righteousness of God, you are set apart in Christ for God, you are
wholly His, you are not your own, but bought-bought-with the
price. Now for the manifestation of this as before God and as before
men, this I take to be the subjective aspect of the perfect sanctification.
And here it is that failure meets us on the very face of our subject.
There is no child of God here to-night who, although he be accepted
in the Beloved, although he be the righteousness of God in Christ,
is not conscious, deeply and painfully conscious, of how short he
comes in the manifestation of what he is in Christ. Now it is this
manifestation of what we are in Christ that constitutes the sanctification to which many people refer when they speak of progressive
sanctification. There is no such thing as progressive sanctification
in Christ, no such thing as being more or less sanctified in Christ.
When we come to the manifestation of this in spirit and soul and
body then here we manifest failure, shortcoming, unlikeness to Christ
in mind and conversation and character. Here is where grace finds
opportunity for manifestation, and it is in this sense, I take it, that
the apostle puts up his prayer to the God of Peace on behalf of the
believers in Christ at Thessalonica. "I pray God," he says further,
"your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blamelessly unto
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." If we are to be preserved
from this failure, from these shortcomings, from this deplorable
unlikeness to Him Whom our hearts love, and after Whose image
we thirst continually, then it has all to be attributed to the power
of God, it has to be''attributed to Him Who alone can preserve blamelessly anyone of His people unto the day of Christ. But how blessed
the thought is that the Lord has undertaken this thing for His people.
" The Lord "-not thou thyself-" the Lord is thy Keeper," He tha~
keepeth Israel, the Lord keepeth the feet of His saints. And then
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are we well kept, then are we kept from falling, then are we kept
in the spirit of our minds, then are our motives kept right and
Scriptural, well-pleasing in God's sight. What, then, is the practical
lesson deducible, dear friends, from these facts? That you and I,
so far as we are the people of God, see to it that we are depending
upon the keeping power of God to preserve us from falling, to preserve
us from error of judgment, to preserve us from all that would dishonour
our Heavenly calling in Christ Jesus. This is our wisdom. "Hold
Thou me up, Lord, else I fall. Keep me else I wander, wander from
the God I love. Keep me every moment, Lord, every moment,
or I shall fall, grievously fall from Thee." It is of the Lord's mercies,
dear friends, tha~ we are preserved from falling grievously and
publicly, anyone of us. It is only because of God's gracious interference on behalf of them that trust in Him that they are kept from
the error of the wicked one, and from walking again in fellowship
with the world that lieth in the wicked one, from again adopting its
maxims and following its examples. "I pray God your whole spirit
and soul and body be preserved blamelessly unto the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ."
And then the twenty-fourth verse, in which we find the foundation,
the basis, of the apostle's prayer of faith. Says he, "Faithful is He
That calleth you, Who also will do it." - He will preserve you unto
the coming of the Lord Jesus. He will preserve you blameless. .You
shall never be able to point a finger at God's keeping mercy. You
shall never be able to say, "He left me. He left me to fall back
into the world. He left me to myself." The Lord forsaketh not
the work of His Own Hands, and you pray wisely and you pray
prevailingly when you supplicate Him thus-not to forsake the work
of His Own Hands. "Leave me not, neither forsake me, 0 God of
my salvation." And the Lord delights, mark you, that His people
thus helplessly and confessedly cast themselves upon Him. He is
the Father Who pities His children. He is the Father Who remembereth their frame. He is the Father Who knoweth that they are dust,
and great is His Fatherly compassion. Hence, when His children
cry in their felt weakness, when they are trembling to a fall, then
it is He stretches forth His mighty Hand and says, "I am thy
salvation." Look at dear sinking Peter-his faith lasted a little
while and he walked on the waters to meet his loved Master, Who
had bidden him come, but he lost heart, his courage failed him, his
faith wavered like the foundations of the sea beneath his feet. He
was unstable, easily moved by circumstances, no longer looking off
unto Jesus. And he began to sink. But in that confession of his,
" Lord, save me," the Lord heard the cry of faith, for there it was" Lord, save me, or else I perish. If Thou save me not I sink hopelessly, but, Lord, Thou hast power, I believe it. Thou art able to
keep me from sinking." And so any child of God may go, through
grace, to the footstool of his Heavenly Father and say, "Lord,
I believe Thou hast power to save me from. this. Thou hast power
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to deliver Thy poor child in his felt weakness, in this sore te:mptation.
Lord, help me, help me, or I perish." He delights, I repeat it, that
His people confessing their own utter helplessness cast themselves on
Him. He is the God of His people's peace, and He will see to it
that when they plead with Him to keep the peace for them, as between
themselves and Him, by preserving them from falling into sin, He
will appear, He will help, He will uphold, and He will deliver.
" Faithful is He That calleth you, Who also will do it." .Oh, may
grace be ours, I speak to fellow weak. believers, may grace be ours
to trust more implicitly and more habitually the ability of· ,our God
to keep us from falling, then are we safe when we tremble at ourselves,
when we tremble at the power of the enemy, when we treIJ,lble at the
thought of bringing disgrace and dishonour on the Name we have
been taught by the Holy Ghost to love. "Faithful is He That calleth
you, Who also-also-will do it."
"BE CAREFUL FOR NOTHING."
FROM A SERMON ON PHILIPPIANS
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BY MR.

J. C.

PHILPOT.

of the Lord's dear family are sorely tried with doubts and
fears of their interest in Christ from almost the beginning of their
course down to the very end of their days. Either from the weakness
of their faith, or from want of clear manifestations and blessed deliverances, it is a fact that many of the Lord's quickened family are pressed
down all their days with anxious questionings as to their state and
standing before God for eternity. But the Lord would say to them,
as a gracious caution against being overborne by these doubts and
fears, "Be careful for nothing." It is good to be well and deeply
exercised about the important interests of our soul, and never to rest
satisfied with anything short of a sweet assurance of our interest in
the atoning blood and justifying righteousness of the Son of God.
But may I not ask you this question in all faithfulness a~~in all
friendliness, "Do you find any real soul-profit in always questioning
the work of grace upon your heart; in ever doubting whether God
has done anything for you by His Spirit and grace; in ever yielding
to the suggestions of unbelief, and giving way to Satan when he would
persuade you you were a hypocrite?" You know how much opposed
I am to a dead assurarrce, and how I am continually insisting upon
this point, that the Lord alone can speak peace to the soul. But I
also say this, that I, for my part, never got anything by doubting;
that all that I have got I have got by believing; and that though
doubts and fears will continually work in my mind as well as in yours,
yet that they are neither fruits of the Spirit nor have anything to do
with the work of faith, the patience of hope, or the labour of love.
When then Satan would bring against you every evidence to condemn,
and hide every evidence to acquit, it will be your wisdom if you can
speak to him as the three children said of old to the Ch~ldean king,
MANY
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" 0, Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter.
If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from .the
burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us out of thine hand, 0
king. But if not, be it known unto thee, 0 king, that we will not
serve thy gods" (Dan. iii. 16-18). So you, in a sense, may, if the
Lord help you, meet Satan even upon this ground, and say, " 0 king
of darkness, I am not careful to answer thee in this matter. I cannot
and will not, at thy bidding, give up my hope that the Lord has done
something for my soul, and made Himself precious to my heart in
time past. There let me take my stand. He is able to deliver me
from the burning, fiery furnace which you would cast me into. But
if not, be it known unto thee, 0 king, over all the children of pride,
that·I will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which
thou hast set up. If I must perish, I will perish at the Lord's feet,
fighting against thee and thy evil ways to the very last mo;m.ent of
my expiring breath."
.
PROFESSOR MACHEN AND THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY.
"THE most important Christian educational institution is not the
pulpit or the school, important as these institutions are; but it is
the Christiam family. And that institution has to a very large extent
ceased to do its work. Where did those of us who have reached
middle life really get our knowledge of the Bible? I suppose my
experience is the same as that of a good many of us. I did not get
my knowledge of the Bible from Sunday School or from any other
school, but I got it on Sunday afternoons with my mother at home.
And I will venture to say that although my mental ability was certainly
of no extraordinary kind I had a better knowledge of the Bible at
fourteen years of age than is possessed by many students in the
theological seminaries of the present day. Theological students come,
for the most part, from Christian homes; indeed in very considerable
proportion they are children of the manse. Yet when they have
finished College and enter the theological seminary many of them are
quite ignorant of the simple contents of the English Bible.
"The 'sad thing is that it is not chiefly the student's fault. These
students, many of them, are sons of Ministers; and by their deficiencies
they reveal the fact that the Ministers of the present day are not
only substituting exhortation for instruction, ethics for theology, in
their preaching; but are even neglecting the education of their own
children. The lamentable fact is that the Christian home, as an
educational institution, has largely ceased to function."-(What is
Faith? by the late Prof. Machen. Pp. 21, 22.)
" IT is ill for an heir of heaven to be a great friend with the heirs of
hell. It has a bad look when a courtier is too intimate with his king's
enemies.''-(Spurgeon. )
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"OPEN THOU MINE EYES."
" WE have seen strange things to-day," they said (Luke v. 26). The·
:' strange things " were the recovering of the man sick of the palsy,
with the forgiving of his sins. They had seen " the power of the Lord
present to heal" amongst Pharisees, and doctors of the law that had
come out of every town of Galilee and J udea, out of Jerusalem also.
They had seen that the Lord could read the hearts of men; strange
things done before their eyes,and they were filled with fear, the sort
of astonishment and awe that possessed the children of Israel when
"they saw that great work which the Lord did upon the Egyptians."
Indeed they saw great sights, as they followed Moses, who had himself
turned aside to see the bush which burned without being consumed.
With eyes like our own (and in England we have seen some wonderful
things)-they saw the manna on the ground every morning; they
saw water break forth from the rock; they saw Jordan divide; they
saw the walls of Jericho fall; they saw the sun stand still in Gibeon
and the moon in Ajalon; strange things, because so manifestly the
immediate doing of the Lord Almighty. And His hand was not
shortened when" the princes, governors, captains and counsellors saw
these men upon whose bodies the fire had no power, neither was the
hair of their head singed." The Lord's doing is marvellous in our
eyes. The Psalmist said so in Psalm cxviii. He was not then speaking
of one great interposition, such as the slaughter of Goliath, but of the
fact that it had been through varied, strong, and long opposition that
he came to be established on the throne. "The stone which the
builders rejected had become the head of the corner," when he took
the kingdom and throne of Saul. "Through many dangers, toils, and
snares he had too truly come," and he marvelled at it. We know now
Who the Greater than David was, Who is indeed the Head of the
corner, and we believe what they have told us, who saw His glory, who
were with Him on the holy mount, who visited His empty tomb, who
watched Him ascend up to where He was before. Now, from the
throne of God He sees us, day and night; no thought is hidden, no
feeling is disguised, no action is unperceived by Him Whose eyes slumber
not, nor sleep. He sees, as Moses did from the hill top the fight that
goes on below. Should it be marvellous in His eyes, although it is in
ours, that such a struggle can be so long sustained. When He was
here He saw them toiling in rowing even until the fourth watch of the
night. They were not at the mercy of the waves-they were at His
mercy, Who raises the stormy wind and keeps it blowing as long as
He will. It was not through one storm only that the disciples went,
but at the end of them all they saw, and knew-" It is the Lord," and
they flung themselves into His b-lessed rest and charge.
We might ransack the Gospels to find what the Lord's "seeing"
them meant to the poor, the diseased, the bereft, the ignorant, to the
women also who ministered to Him. There is a marvellous comfort
in what He said about the returning prodigal. "When he was yet a
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great way off his father saw him, and .had compassion, and ran and
fell on his neck and kissed him." How far off we seem at times to be,
from comfort and joy and peace, from the quietness of patience, of
_ trust and confidence and hope, from a sense of forgiveness, from the
embraces of the divine love. But our eyes are up unto Him. He
sees through the clouds and darkness that hinder our sight. We
shall yet see and believe. Our eyes shall behold the land, and see
the King in His beauty. In the meantime may He often anoint
our eyes with eye-salve, and give us to see what is the good and the
right way wherein we should go; to see what He would have us to do,
think and say; to see what great things He has done already whereof
we ought to be glad; to see, in the desires and affections of our hearts,
that we have not been left to the darkness of our natural choice; to
see a beauty in the Name that is above every name. "Because I
said I saw thee under the fig tree, believest thou? thou shalt see
greater things than these." It was the Lord Jesus Christ, the Consolation of Israel, that said so, that still says so, to those who out of
obscurity look for Him.
FOLLOWER-ON.
CONCERNING DR. MARTIN NIEMOELLER
THE ISSUE AS EXPLAINED

BY

HIS BROTHER.

PASTOR WILHELM NIEMOELLER, preaching to a large congregation
from his brother's pulpit in Dahlem, Berlin, raised the question of the
conditions under which the Government would be prepared to release
Dr. Martin Niemoeller, the Confessional Church leader, who is a
prisoner in Sachsenhausen concentration camp.
" Dr. Niemoeller," he said, " had never pursued political ends and had
not used the pulpit for political designs. The term' politics' is open to
different interpretations. It is the attempt to realize a wholly political
conception of religion, which Dr. Niemoeller and the churches have
opposed." Many other pastors have gone to gaol for the same reason.
" There are many now who reject Christ who hold that they themselves
know what is good and what evil, and who act according to the rule,
, Do what you yourself believe to be right and be afraid of no man.'
It is easy to work out such a moral code and to write one's own German
Bible, but who slams the door to Christ opens the door to anti-Christ."
LETTERS OF DR. NIEMOELLER WRITTEN IN PRISON.
To his wife: "You may tell the whole committee and any others of
the congregation who come to see you that, although I am quite
uncertain as to what may be coming, I am at peace; and that I hope
to be ready if I am led by paths which I have not sought. . . . .
" I think much of the last words of Jesus to Peter . . . and I am
convinced that the congregation recognize that nothing in the future
. can prosper without the joyous message of Jesus Christ, but that with

.-
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Him all will really succeed. I am contented and thankful that I can
now allow myself to be carried by Him Whom I have preached.
" How good it is that the old tru.ths remain firm; that the Rock
stands and will continue unshaken amid all the things that are against.
us. Let us not be impatient! May God direct our hearts to the love
of God and to the patience of Jesus Christ."
To his friends: "It is quite impossible that I should answerseparately the many hundred greetings which I am receiving just
now in the Advent season, but there is one request I should wish to'
make to all, that we allow no place to weariness! Voices are again
heard which seek to pursuade us that the suffering of our Church is a.
sign that we are on the wrong path.
" To this we reply in confidence that the apostles have taught us
very differently on that matter. One thing indeed we know and will
maintain: that just as our prosperity neither brings nor guarantees
our peace with God, the same is true of our suffering. This peace
comes through the work and the grace of Him Whose suffering began.
in the manger and was finished on the Cross, that we as His people
might be called the children of God.
"Let us believe the glad tidings of God to us and go forward in
the strength of that faith, following that One Lord, caring nothing'
about the blame cast on us by men, but with the peace of God in.
our hearts and the praise of God on our lips. So help U$ God! "
To his Church: "Somehow in these last six months the ship of
the Church has got afloat again. The colour is dimmed, the masts
are broken, the whole appearance is not handsome; but the Lord
Christ still sits at the helm, and the ship moves forward!
"Who would have dared to hope as much when Ludwig Muller
thought he had taken a fine prize? It lasted no longer than the red
spectra of 1918-and after such an experience one does not run
away from every ghost, but feels for what is hiding under the white
sheet.
" And I think my imprisonment also belongs to the holy humourof God. First the mocking laughter: 'Now we've got that fellow! ,.
and then the imprisonment; and what are the consequences? Full
churches, a praying community.
"Rage, world and spring;
I stand here and sing,
My heart is at peace,
Since I live in God's care,
Earth and hell may beware,
Their fierce threatenings cease.

" To get bitter about such things would be shameful ingratitude."
-(From Our Outlook.)
of taking up what I call fanciful subjects and accommodated
texts, and then dragging out of them meanings which the Holy Ghost
never intended to put into them."-(Bishop J. C. Ryle.)
" BEWARE

-

532

The Gospel Magazine

LOYALTY TO THE CHURCH OR TO CHRIST-WHICH 1
" THE period of apparent harmony in which the Church in America,
for example, found itself a few years ago was, I believe, a period of
- the deadliest peril. Loyalty to Church organizations was being substituted for loyalty to Christ; Church leaders who never even mentioned
the centre of the Gospel in their preaching were in undisputed charge
of the resources of the Church; at board meetings or in the Councils
of the Church, it was considered bad form even to mention, at least in
any definite and intelligible way, the Cross of Christ. A polite
paganism, in other words, with reliance upon human resources, was
being quietly and peacefully substituted for the heroism of devotion
to the Gospel.
"In the face of such a condition, there were some men whose hearts
were touched. The Lord Jesus had died for them upon the cross, and
the least they could do, they thought, was to be faithful to Him;
they could not continue to support, by their gifts and by their efforts,
anything that was hostile to His Gospel; and they were compelled,
therefore, in the face of' all opposition, to raise the question what it
is that the Church is in the world to do..
" God grant that question may never be silenced until it is answered
aright! Let us not fear the opposition of men; every great movement in the Church from Paul down to modern times has been criticized
on the ground that it .promoted censoriousness and intolerance and
disputing. Of course the Gospel of Christ, in a world of sin and doubt,
will cause disputing; and if it does not cause disputing and arouse
bitter opposition, that is a fairly sure sign that it is not being faithfully proclaiined~ As for me, I believe that a great opportunity has
been opened to Christian people by the ' controversy' that is so much
decried. Conventions have been broken down; men are trying to
penetrate beneath pious words to the thing that these words designate;
it is becoming increasingly necessary for a man to choose whether he
will stand with Christ or against Him. Such a condition, I for my
part believe, has been brought about by the Spirit of God."-(What
is Faith? by Prof. Machen, pp. 41, 42.}
"THE WRATH TO COME."
IN reference to the Apostle Paul's words in Philippians iii. 18, 19,
the late Bishop Moule says: '" Many persons walk whom I tell you
of with tears as the enemies of the Cross of Christ.' And of these
persons, as such, it is unflinchingly said that their end is ' ruin,' , perdition'; dread and hopeless word.. In all this lies a lesson for our
day. In many quarters the solemn utterance of warning is now
almost silent; it is regarded as almost unchristian to warn sinners,
even open sinners, to do anything so much out of the fashion as 'to
flee from the wrath to come,' 'the wrath which is coming upon the
children of disobedience.' But this is not the apostolic way, nor the
Lord's way."
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PERFECTIONISM.
By THE LATE DR. HANDLEY MOULE, BISHOP OF DURHAM.
(PHIL. iii. 12-16.)
WE have here a strong, and at the same time a most tender, warning
against· all approaches to a theoretical" perfectionism." Under that
word, as I am well aware, many varieties of opinion in detail may
be found. And again, few who hold opinions commonly called
perfectionist like the word "perfectionism." But I speak with
practical accuracy when I give that title to such views as on the whole
affirm the attainableness here below of a spiritual condition in which
man needs no longer confess himself as now a sinner, and in which his
attention tends to be drawn more to his perfectness than to his imperfections of condition. That such views are held, and strongly
held, by many earnest Christians is a familiar fact. As far as my own
observation goes, such views are not uncommonly attended, in those
who hold them, by a certain oblivion to personal shortcomings and
inconsistencies; by an obscuration of consciousness, and of conscience,
more or less marked, towards the sinfulness of ordinary everyday
violations of the law of holiness in respect of " meekness, humbleness
of mind, longsuffering," sympathy, and other quiet graces.
In the present passage the Apostle's whole spirit moves in just the
opposite direction. His complete repose in Christ as the Righteousness
of God for him, and then his deep nearness to his Lord as the Power·
of God in him, alike seem not so much to banish as utterly to preclude
any thought about himself but that of his own imperfection. He
writes as one whose very last feeling is that of complacency in his
spiritual condition. I deliberately do not say " self-complacency" ;
for all Christians would repudiate that word; I say, complacency in
his spiritual condition. His spiritual position, in Christ, as he is " found
in Him," fills him with much more than complacency; it is his glory
and his boast. But when he comes to speak of his spiritual condition,
the possessing thought is that all is imperfect and progressive. He
has a perfect blessing; but he is an imperfect recipient of it; he has
" not attained." He is deeply happy. But he is thoroughly humble.
As we read the passage, we feel very sure that the man who wrote it
would lie very tenderly and candidly open to reproofs, and to painful
truths told him about himself. For his Lord, he is ready to bear
rejoicing witness to the whole world. For himself, even as in Christ,
he holds no brief; nay, he takes the other part.
He has had a vision of absolute holiness which has completely
guarded him from the delusion of thinking that he is himself absolutely
holy, even in the fullest state of grace. He is so genuinely" perfect"
in the sense of mature knowledge of his Lord that he is incapable of
thinking himself" perfected."
All the while, this does not for a moment leave him in the miserable
plight of acquiescing in sin because he knows he is still a sinner. If
he were merely going by a theory, it might be so. But he is going by
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the Lord Jesus Christ; he is using Him, daily and hourly, as not only
'his always abasing standard, but as " all his salvation, and all his
desire; as the infinitely blissful Object of his affections and of his
_ knowledge; as his Summum Bonum. While Christ is fully this to
the Christian, he will be little likely on the one hand to say, "I am
perfect" (Job ix. 20); on the other he will be always seeking, in the
most practical of all ways, watching, praying, believing, for a closer
-conformity and yet closer to his Lord's bright image.
And at the back of all his thoughts about defect and progress will
lie the restful certainties to which no ideas of· defect attach, and from
which the idea of progress is absent, because it is out of place-the
,certainties of the righteousness of God, "of peace with God through
;()ur Lord Jesus Christ," being "found in Him."-(Philippian
.studies, pp. 187 to 191.)

BISHOP HANDLEY MOULE'S MOTHER.
As a matter of fact, no human life is so true, full, and beautiful as that
which is at once assiduously attentive to present duty and service,
:and full of the everlasting hope. Such lives are being lived all around
us. Which of my readers has not known at least one such? For
me, one among many shines out in my heart radiant with a brightness
,all its own; it is the life of my blessed mother. She has now been
,a great while with the Lord, on whom she so long believed. But the
impression of what that " conversation" was is not only indelible;
it lives and moves, as fresh to-day as ever. It was a busy life-the
life of a wife, a mother of many sons, a friend of many friends, the
pastor's help-mate in a poor parish. It was a life of minute and
,devoted attention to every duty, large and little. It was a life of
warm and ready sympathies and manifold interests. But it was a life
,all the while of Divine communion, and of an unwavering" hope full
{)f immortality." Dear to that heart indeed were husband, children,
friends, neighbours, suffering and sinning world. Very fruitful was
that life for individual and social blessing, just such as the philanthropist seeks to convey. Side by side with my father, who laboured
incessantly through a long life for God and man, and for men's health
.as well as their salvation, my mother lived for others in all their present
needs. But the springs of what she was, and did, were within the
veil. And the choice and the longing were always in perfect harmony
with every strong human affection, directed towards heaven. She
.did indeed" wait, as for her Saviour, for the Lord Jesus Christ." And
the whole result, for those whom that life affected, was a deep, strong,
evidence of Christianity. In her we' saw the Gospel beautify the
present by lifting the veil of the blessed future. We recognized the
reality of Jesus Christ now by converse with one who so much desired
the sight of His glory then. (" Philippian Studies" by the late Bishop
Moule, pp. 210-212.)
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GERMANY AND THE JEWS.
As we go to press we have read with intense grief in the newspapers
of ovember 11th, the awful treatment which is being meted out to
he Jews in Germany. It seems almost incredible that the country
which gave birth to the great Reformer, Martin Luther, and which
valued at one time the Bible which he translated into German, should
be guilty of such cruelty to the nation to which we owe the Bible and
all its saving truths. Yet what is happening to-day, in spite of education and all our boasted civilization, illustrates the awful depravity
and desperate wickedness of the human heart. It is increasingly
evident that apart from Divine grace the human heart, however
educated, is capable of the vilest sins and the most awful cruelties.
We cannot expect the fruits of righteousness to be manifested except
by those who are really regenerated and indwelt and governed by
the Holy Ghost.
What need there is to pray for the peace of Jerusalem. The terrible
sufferings of the Jews and the present Palestine problem call loudly
to God's people to give themselves to prayer on behalf of that nation,
" of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, Who is over all God
blessed for ever" (Rom. ix. 5).
A WORD FROM LUTON.
ONE of our kind readers recently wrote, " The .work is truly a good
one in which you are engaged in maintaining the glorious doctrines
of the Reformation in the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and in
publishing therein month by month the precious truths of the everlasting Gospel. . . . The ' Family Portion' in the current issue upon
, The Hand of God' is particularly appropriate; for how very merciful
the Lord has been to us as a nation, in using His almighty hand, in
answer to prayer, just at the time to avert the calamity of war, when
all other means appeared to be of no avail. How this mercy, too, is
heightened and enhanced by our unworthiness, through· the ungodliness
so apparent on every hand. The concluding remarks in the' Portion'
are so suitable. What need there is for us to humble ourselves greatly
under God's mighty hand. May He give His people still a Spirit of
prayer, and for the glory of His name send gracious answers."

"BOTH regeneration and the doctrine of it were under the Old
Testament. All the elect of God, in their several generations, were
regenerate. by. the Spirit of God. But in that amplification and
enlargement of truth and grace under the Gospel which came by
Jesus Christ, Who brought life and immortality to light, as more
persons than of old were to be made partakers of the mercy of it, so
the nature of the work itself is far more clearly, evidently, and distinctly
revealed and declared."-(Dr. Owen.)
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CHRISTMAS

HYMN

IN 1745 there lived in Manchester a learned man called Dr. John
Byrom. He had a daughter whom he dearly loved, and for her he
wrote a hymn, which most people in England know very well indeed.
Its first line is " Christians, awake, salute the happy morn," and the
subject of it is the story of the birth of the Lord Jesus. I have seen a
photograph of the first part of the hymn in Dr. Byrom's own writing,
for the original has been carefully preserved. There are a lot of corrections and crossings-out, but still it is quite easy to read the writing.
It is headed" Christmas Day for Dolly," that being the name of the
girl for whom the hymn was written. What I noticed especially in the
photograph was that there were four lines which are not put into the
hymn-books. Here, they are:

--~_~_""

" In David's city, shepherds, ye shall find
The long foretold Redeemer of mankind
Wrapt up in swaddling cloaths, be this the sign,
A Cratch contains the holy Babe Divine."

Of course it was the word " cratch " that caught my eye. Sometimes, I think, we know a story so well that we become used to it, and
we cease to be surprised at its wonders. It is not likely that you can
ever remember a time when you did not know the story of the birth of
Christ. Since you were quite a little one, long before you could read,
you have known all about the Baby for Whom there was no room in
the inn, about the angels who came to the shepherds in the fields,
about the star that led the wise men from the east to worship at the
feet of Jesus. It is all so familiar that the words go over your head
with only sound instead of meaning. But, perhaps, that strange word
in Dr. Byrom's hymn will startle- you, as it did me, and make you
think again of the wonderful details of that holy birth.
According to my dictionary, a cratch is ".a rack for feeding beasts
out of doors," and so it is just another word for a manger. The rack
in this case may have been in a stable, and not reaJly out of doors,
though all that Luke tells us is that it was not in the inn, for there was
no room there for the strangers from Galilee. Wherever it was, there
was no pretty little cot for the Baby, only this manger. He must
have been the only Baby to have such a strange cradle, for when the angel appeared to the shepherds in the fields with the glad tidings of
great joy, he told them how they could be sure of finding the right
Baby in Bethlehem; they would find Him wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger. The shepherds knew well what a manger
was, and they went with eagerness to see this wonderful thing, for
as Luke says, " they came with haste," and found Mary and Joseph,
and the Babe lying in a manger, just as the angel said.
Do you see what an astonishing thing it was 1 This was a royal
Baby, born King of the Jews, as the wise men said; yet there was only
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a manger where He might lay His head. This was the Saviour and
Redeemer, by prophets foretold; yet nothing but a manger awaited
Him. This was the Maker of the world; yet when He came unto His
0"Wp, His own received Him not; they had no room for Him in the
inn, and nobody cared that there was only a manger for His bed. And
et the Son of the Highest was willing to humble Himself, to choose
hat mean place for His first throne. They called His Name Jesus,
because He came to save His people from their sins. It was for that
rea on that He stooped to the manger, that He Who was rich became
so poor. Ah! but He stooped lower than the manger. Down, down
to he cross of shame the Lord of glory stooped, that with our nature
upon Him He might bear the penalty of our sins in His Own body on
the tree.
Crown Him with the Name of Saviour,
Refuge from the curse of sin;
A II who feel their own corruption,
T rusting Him,. new hope shall win ;
Children who believe in Jesus
Have eternal life within.

DAMARIS.
"COME, LORD JESUS. H
" EVEN so, come, Lord Jesus." Come, to our full and final salvation.
Come, that we, the beings whom Thou hast made, and re-made, may
enjoy" the liberty of the glory" (Rom. viii. 21) for which we were
destined in Thy love. Come, that we may be for ever happy, anq.
strong, and free, in that wonderful world of the resurrection. Come,
that we may meet again with exceeding joy the· beloved ones who
have gone before us, and all Thy saints, and may with them inherit
the everlasting kingdom. But, oh, come yet more for Thyself, and
for Thy glory, and to take Thy full possession. "Subdue all things,"
Lord Jesus, "unto Thyself." Subdue our death for ever, that oilr
endless life may be, in all its fulness, spent for Thee."-(Philippian
Studies, by Dr. Moule, Bishop of Durham, pp. 215, 216.)
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CHEERING LETTER FROM DORKING.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
My DEAR MR. HOUGRTON,-For some years past I have been going
to write to you, but have refrained, feeling you must have much
correspondence. My late father was a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
for many years, going back at least to Dr. Doudney's time, up to the
time of his death. He lived to be lOO. I used to read it to him till
the end. I have been brought to love those truths you so ably put
forth, and often read the GOSPEL MAGAZINE with profit, knowing full
well by inwrought experience that there is no other truth to live and
die by. The words, "The Lord is near those that fear Him," have been
much on my mind.
I notice the GOSPEL MAGAZINE is in arrears for 1937. I wish to
subscribe a guinea a year, so enclose a cheque for last and this year.
I trust you are well, a,nd may be spared to send forth the Gospel with
no uncertain sound. I take five copies monthly.
With kindest regards and Christian love.
.
Yours sincerely,
Dorktng, Surrey, Oct. 22, 1938.
* * * *
TESTIMONY FROM BRIGHTON.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
REVEREND AND DEAR SIR,-I have read your short note in the current
GOSPEL MAGAZINE regarding new subscribers. I should like, therefore, to say that I have only recently commenced to take in your
magazine, and to express my appreciation of your Journal. It is
indeed gratifying that dear Toplady's Magazine still proclaims with no
uncertain sound the glorious doctrines of Free and Sovereign Grace.
As a young Protestant of only twenty years of age it is a great joy
to have a magazine in which one can place unbounded trust and
confidence. The pure truths of Calvinism are all the more precious
in these days when one is surrounded on every hand with that travesty
of the truth, Arminianism, and other less subtle heresies.
I find in your magazine what I need-hope and comfort for a helpless
sinner. There is but one thing I desire-" Sir, we would see Jesus."
May God continue to bless you as, month by month, you endeavour
by His grace to tell to the world around what a dear Saviour we have
found. I can assure you that as long as I am able I shall be a subscriber to your magazine and bring it to the notice of others.
In conclusion I must say how I admire your unflinching stand for
the Reformed Faith in all its fulness. The opposition of the devil
must be tremendous and the cost great, but I am sure you feel that
anything done in Christ's name is worth while. I abhor compromise
and the worthless platitudes of the modern pulpits of to-day, and I
long that sermons like those in the GOSPE:L MAGAZINE may once
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again' be spoken in the country. God grant that this may be so.
Please find enclosed a small mite for your fund. Your dear friend,
Mr. T. Burbidge, late of Trinity, Derby, brought the Magazine to my
notice. I have also heard about you from the Rev. Leigh Hunt.
Yours sincerely,
18. 10. 38.
* * * *

,
.\

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-When this letter appears in print we shall, the Lord
willing, be nearly upon Christmas, and I would like to remind the
mission friends that any special books they may have at that season
must be sent to us early in December for the Home stations. The
parcels for foreign stations have already been despatched. A lady
worker among soldiers writes: "We hardly know how to thank you
for the lovely parcel of tracts and books you have sent us. We are
so grateful to you, and do thank you very much indeed. We were
just needing some new tracts, and pray that they will be a great blessing
to many. I sent one of the New Testaments to one of our Christian
men in Palestine, and he was delighted. It is so good of you packing
the books in your state of health, for I know you will be glad to hear
that they will be really used, and in answer to prayer help some man."
A Port Missionary writes: "I am acknowledging the receipt of your
letter and the two parcels of books. I t is certainly very good of you
to show such interest in our work for the men of the sea. I should
like to assure you that, from my experience, your gift of literature
will be of immense value and help in furthering the kingdom of God."
A Chaplain writes: "I am greatly indebted to you for the parcel of
books and cards which you so kindly sent. They are just what I was
in need of, and are most welcome for distribution among the men on
shipboard. I am thankful to say that I am still able to visit vessels,
though like you, my sight is not good. The men are always so friendly
and so grateful for what is done for them." It is now nearly forty
years since I first sent books to this godly chaplain, who in his advanced
age delights to labour for the men of the sea. Another writes, to whose
work we have sent for fifty years: "Many grateful thanks for your
kind letter. We are truly grateful for the splendid supply of Christian
literature. I rejoice as a younger brother in the Lord at the over
fifty years' service you have rendered to Him. May God· continue to
bless your labours and use you mightily to His glory." From a large
port: "Very many thanks for your parcel of Gospel literature. It is
indeed so kind of you to send me along such a quantity of good material.
I shall certainly find it very useful, and feel sure it is bound to do good.
I visit all the ships that come to this port with books and magazines."
Yours sincerely,
21, Firjield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4, November 2, 1938.
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"JUSTIFIED BY FAITH ALONE."
By THE LATE PROFESSOR J. G. MACHEN, D.D.·
" WHAT the apostle is concerned to deny is any intrusion of human
merit into the work by which salvation is obtained. That work according to the Epistle to the Galatians and according to the whole New
Testament, is the work of God and of God alone..
" At this point appears the full poignancy of the great epistle with
which we have been dealing. Paul is not merely arguing that a man is
justified by faith-so much no doubt his opponents, the Judaizers,
admitted-but he is arguing that a man is justified by faith alone.
What the Judaizers said was not that a man is justified by works,
but that he is justified by faith and works-exactly the thing that is
being taught by the Roman Catholic Church to-day. No doubt they
admitted that it was necessary for a man to have faith in Christ in
order to be saved: but they held that it was also necessary for him
to keep the law the best he could ;
Salvation, according to them, was not by faith alone and not by
works alone but by faith and works together. A man's obedience to
the law of God, they held, was not, indeed, sufficient for salvation, but
it was necessary; and it became sufficient when it was supplemented
by Christ.
Against this compromising solution of the problem, the apostle
insists upon a sharp alternative: a man may be saved by works (if
he keeps the law perfectly), or he may be saved by faith; but he cannot
possibly be saved by faith and works together. Christ, according
to Paul, will do everything or nothing; if righteousness is in
slightest measure obtained by our obedience to the law, then Christ
died in vain; if we trust in slightest measure in our own· good works,
then we have turned away from grace and Christ profiteth us nothing.
" To the world, that may seem to be a hard saying; but it is not
a hard saying to the man who has ever been at the foot of the cross;
it is not a hard saying to the man who has first known the bondage
of the law, the weary effort at establishment of his own righteousness
in the presence· of God, and then has come to understand, as in a
wondrous flash of light, that Christ has done all, and that the weary
bondage was vain.
" What a great theologian is the Christian heart-the Christian heart
that has been touched by redeeming grace! The man who has felt ·the
burden of sin roll away at the sight of the Cross, who has said of the
Lord Jesus, 'He loved me and gave Himself for me,' who has sung
with Toplady:
'Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy Cross I cling , -

that man knows in his heart of hearts that the apostle is right, that
to trust Christ only for part is not to trust Him at all, that our own
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righteousness is insufficient even to bridge the smallest gap which
might be left open between us and God, that there is no hope unless
we can safely say to the Lord Jesus, without shadow of reservation,
without shadow of self-trust: 'Thou must save, and Thou alone.'
, That is the centre of the Christian religion-the absolutely undeserved and Sovereign grace of God, saving sinful men by the gift
of Christ upon the cross. Condemnation comes by merit; salvation
comes only by grace: condemnation is earned by man; salvation is
given by God. The fact of the grace of God runs through the New
Testament like a golden thread; indeed for it the New Testament
exists. It is found in the words which Jesus spoke in the days of His
flesh, as in the Parables of the Servant coming in from the Field and
of the Labourers in the Vineyard; it is found more fully set forth
after the redeeming work was done, after the Lord had uttered His
triumphant 'It is finished' upon the cross. Everywhere the basis
of the New Testament is the same-the mysterious, incalculable,
wondrous, grace of God. 'The wages of sin is death; but the gift
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.' "-(What is
Faith? pp. 192-195.)

lLtebteUls anb j}..,ntices of lSoofts.
THE BANK OF FAITH. By William Huntington, S.S. Pp. 176; price
3s. 6d. post free. (C. J. Farncombe & Sons Ltd., 30, Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.)
This is a new edition of this famous book. The late Thomas Wright,
in his Introduction to the Centenary Edition, wrote, " Few men have
read this book without being powerfully moved. It would be worth
attention for the style alone, for his nervous sinewy English is a joy
alike to the eye and the ear. But that is only one of its minor virtues.
It is the record, written spontaneously and direct from the heart, of
God's lovingkindness to him both spiritually and temporally. . . .
It appeals alike to the learned and simple-minded. To know it is "'"
to love it.' , We need add no more.
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND ALMANAC, 1939. Pp. 64, 3 illustrations.
Price, Paper, _2d. ; Cloth, 6d. (Church Association, 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.)
This is the fifty-first year of the issue of this well-established and
useful almanac. All ministers of the Church of England need it for
their lecterns and studies, and all Evangelical Churchmen find it
useful all the year round. There are three illustrations. The first,
His Majesty the King; the second, Windsor Castle; and the third,
Old Hill Church, near Birmingham.
Missionaries abroad would welcome a copy from their friends.
These should be ordered and sent at once.
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MEMOIR AND LETTERS OF J AMES KIDWELL POPHAM. By Pastor
J. H. Gosden. Pp. 352. Price 6s., by post 6s. 4d. (C. J.
Farncombe & Sons Ltd., 30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus,
London, E.CA.)
This is a large, handsome, and well-printed volume. It reveals an
immense amount of diligent, careful, and loving labour on the part
of the author. Though Mr. Popham himself refused to write an
account of his own life, Mr. Gosden has succeeded in giving the chief
facts in the life of one who for the long period of seventy years was a
faithful minister of Christ. Mr. Popham's first recorded sermon on
" Imperishable Grace," preached in Liverpool in the year 1875, shows
that the Gospel of God's grace which he then preached was dear to
his heart in that early period of his ministry, and we have only to read
his latest sermons to see that he unwaveringly preached the same
Gospel to the very end of his long life.
We have been pleased to notice several references to the doctrinal
character of his preaching. On p. 109 it i~ stated that some" have
complained as to the doctrinal nature of his ministry." He himself
noticed that" doctrine is not relished." We have noticed that some
people want what they call experience, and not doctrine. But surely
it is the minister's business to preach Christ and Him crucified.
He is not to preach himself, but Christ Jesus the Lord. And how
can he preach Christ to the sinner without preaching the doctrines
of Christ's Person, His Offices, and His Work, and how can he preach
Christ without also preaching the doctrines of sin, human inability,
and the need of the regenerating and quickening power of the Holy
Ghost 1
Mr. Popham says, " I, too, well know what people mean and desire
in so-called' experimental preaching'; which is, as dear Mr. Marshall
said to me fifty years ago, killing' the Churches.' " (page 230.)
As late as the year 1936 Mr. Popham said, " I hope to continually
try to set up before you-though feebly, inadequately-this wondrous
person, the Lord Jesus Christ; my Hope, my Life, my Eternal All "
(page 251.) "0 brethren," he wrote, "What a Christ you seek and
love and serve! There is none like Him " (page 263).
Mr. Popham was born in the year 1847, and he lived till June 17,
1937, his ninetieth year. Doubtless he, like other saints of God, had
his infirmities. This volume shows that he had a deep sense of his
own sinfulness, and he would have repudiated any suggestion of
personal infallibility. Yet there can be no doubt that he was a
remarkable monument, of Divine grace, and that God endowed him
with a clear and full grasp of all the great doctrines of grace, and with
remarkable power as a preacher.
Without a univlrsity education, to which an exaggerated importance
is often attached, Mr. Popham was evidently a deep student of
Scripture, and a student also of such great theologians as Principal
Dr. Cunningham, Dr. Charles Hodge, Dr. Gill, Dr. Owen, Bunyan, and
the Puritan writers. Yet his dependence was not on man but on God.

The Gospel Magazine

543

" When asked how he got his sermons, he replied, 'Gentlemen, on my
knees in this study I obtain from God what I deliver to my people' "
(page 189). His voice was clear, his enunciation distinct, and his
preaching, though quiet, was unhesitating and unfaltering. Without
a note he preached usually for nearly an hour, an example in this
respect to many other ministers.
The late Sir William Robertson Nicoll, the Editor of the British
Weekly, heard him preach in May, 1914. He described Mr. Popham
as "an elderly gentleman with silver hair, a keen intellectual face
and a slender figure. . . . The sermon was long, nearly an hour, but
I never saw any sermon followed with more devout and concentrated
attention. Mr. Popham is in his way a great preacher. He uses not
a scrap of notes. For the most part his hand lies on the page of the
open Bible; very rarely he lifts his voice a little, and with it his hand.
But he pursued a long subtle argument without any faltering or any
slip, verbal or grammatical. It" was a fine discourse, containing a
complete system of theology. Mr. Popham rose to his best when he
spoke of the vicarious sacrifice of Christ" (pages 187, 188).
Mr. Popham had a deep sense of the enormity of sin, of the reality .
of hell, and of the immensity of the, mercy of God exhibited towards
the sinners whom He calls and saves.
It is remarkable that he describes his bringing up as "worldly, but
moral, irreligious; theatre going, etc." Yet of his mother it is recorded
that" while deeply interested in the performance of a play at the
Royal Theatre, Nottingham, she suddenly fell under powerful convictions of sin, fearing she would drop into hell before being able to
escape from the building." She afterwards manifested that she was
the subject of a real work of grace (page 2). Her conversion was thus
a striking display of the sovereignty of God. He works where, when,
and through whom He pleases.
Mr. Popham might be described as the strictest of Strict Baptists,
but he recognized that" some of God's choicest saints" such as the
godly Scotch Reformers, the English Independents, Huntington, and
others did not view baptism as he did, and yet were numbered amongst
the people of God (page 100).
For over fifty years Mr. Popham was the highly esteemed and much
loved pastor of Galeed Chapel, Brighton. His chapel was practically
full both at the week-night service and on the Lord's day. Great
simplicity marked the services. There was no musical instrument.
The singing of the hymns would be regarded by many as unduly
slow, but the people evidently came to hear the Word or God. The
period of his ministry in Brighton has been characterized by a
great increase of musical services, solo singing, and harvest decorations,
but he was enabled to stand firm against the increase of fleshly
worship, and fleshly methods of attracting the people. It is instructive
to observe that despite all the novel and modern methods adopted
to attract congregations, churches and chapels and Sunday schools
are becoming increasingly empty. It is our own firm conviction that
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we can never improve upon the apostolic message and the apostolic
methods.
l\ir. Popham was well known as a Strict Baptist, and he occupied
_ pulpits all over the country.
In the year 1909 one of his sermons was published monthly, and
this is still continued. Large numbers were blessed through his
ministry.
Dr. Dinsdale Young-a· Yyesleyan-worshipped at Galeed in the
year 1934. He said the chapel was" as plain a chapel as you could
imagine, but the minister was a pulpit genius . . . that chapel holds
one of the largest congregations in that watering place. There' are no
attractions, no side-shows, but worship, Bible teaching, prayer, and
hymn-singing" (page 282).
Sir W. Robertson Nicoll said, "I like him, for he knows what he
believes and does not fear to speak it out" (page 283).
For a long time we were unaware that the Strict Baptists were
divided into two sections, and that there had been much controversy
between them. As an outsider we would naturally rejoice, if, without
the slightest compromise, the Spirit of God would so operate that they
would all be led to " speak the s,ame thing," and that there were no
divisions among them, but that they were" perfectly joined together
in the same mind and in the same judgment" (1 Cor. i. 10).
Some allusions are made to this controversy in this volume. We are
ignorant of many of its details, and have no desire to dwell upon the
matter, but in view of the increasing apostasy we feel there is need for
all the people of God to walk very humbly before God, fully realizing
their own imperfections, and while holding firmly to Bible truth to
beware of any failure to be courteous and truly kind in their dealings
one with another.
.
Here and there we might criticise in a friendly way a few things
mentioned in this volume, but we would rather thank God for His
grace and mercy. manifested in the long life and ministry of the highly
esteemed subject of this well-written Memoir.
WE have received the Peace and TTUth Calendar for 1939, issued by
the Sovereign Grace Union, 31, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus,
London, E.CA. It is ,a tear-off calendar with a text for every day in
the year. It is faced by a fine picture of the Monument of the
Reformation at Geneva. This represents Farel, Calvin, Beza, and
Knox in a standing position. The price of the Calendar is Is. 2d.

END OF VOLUME LXXIII.-NEW SERIES.
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