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CHOSEN VESSELS.
" The LORD said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel
unto Me, to bear My name before the Gentiles, and kings, and
the children of Israel."-AcTs ix. 15.
THE word "vessel" is used here of Saul of Tarsus, and it is
remarkable that he frequently uses the same word in several of
his epistles. He speaks of GOD'S people as "Vessels of mercy,
which He had afore prepared unto glory" (Rom. ix. 23). That
is, they are the objects of GOD'S mercy, and are destined to
experience it. Ministers of the Gospel are called "earthen
vessels," indicating their frailty and weakness. Though feeble
in themselves, they have the privilege of possessing as in
a vessel a great spiritual treasure-the Gospel, which, though
preached by feeble instruments, yet, when accompanied by Divine
power, is mighty in effecting the salvation of sinners. (See 2 Cor.
iv. 6,7.)
In his Second Epistle to Timothy (ii. 21) Paul applies the words
" Vessel unto honour" to believers. If a believer purges himself
from vessels unto dishonour he will then be manifested as "a
vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the Master's use, and
prepared unto every good work."
In the passage at the head of this Family Portion Saul of Tarsus
is called" a chosen vessel" or "a vessel of election." This expression is also descriptive of GOD'S people in general. It is remarkable
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that such an expression should have been used of such a man as
Saul of Tarsus. He had been a most bitter opponent of CHRIST
and His people. He had been "a blasphemer and a persecutor
and injurious." He acknowledged later that he was the chief of
sinners. Yet in spite of all this the LORD said of him "he is a
chosen vessel unto Me." Thus the inost unlikely persons may
eventually prove to be the objects of GOD'S mercy and grace.
We should despair of none. The most abandoned sinner may
become a monument of GOD'S grace. Nor should any sinner,
longing for pardon, despair of being Divinely welcomed.
Saul of Tarsus is a pattern of the kind of sinners upon whom
GOD may eventually have mercy. Every sinner, feeling the
burden of his sins, is encouraged to come to CHRIST and He promises
to give him rest and peace and eternal blessing.
The words " a chosen vessel" are full of instruction. They are
descriptive of all the people of GOD.
1. First, they are vessels chosen to salvation.
They are all guilty sinners and they need salvation from sin's
penalty. It is GOD'S revealed purpose to save His people from
their sins. To this end He sent His only-begotten SON. He sent
Him to be the SAVIOUR of His people. By His death in their stead
He redeemed them from the penalty of their sins, and by the
power of His SPIRIT He leads them to trust in His blood and
righteousness, and thus brings them into the enjoyment of pardon
and salvation.
Behind, however, GOD'S revealed purpose and the work of
redemption accomplished by His SON is the electing love of GOD.
It is this Divine choice which issues in the salvation of all His
chosen people, and for this they need to give abundant thanksgiving
to the GOD of all grace.
Saul of Tarsus, having become, by the grace of GOD, Paul the
Apostle, and having witnessed GOD'S saving power over the
Thessalonian sail1ts, said, "We are bound to give thanks always
to GOD for you, brethren beloved of the LORD, because GOD hath
from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification
of the SPIRIT and belief of the truth: whereunto He called you
by our Gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our LORD JESUS
CHRIST" (2 Thess. ii. 13, 14).
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Thus if we can say that" GOD hath saved us and called us with
an holy calling" it is because He hath chosen us to this great,
Unspeakable, and eternal blessing. It is "according to His Own
purpose and grace" that we are what we are. We can never
sufficiently praise Him for His slowing mercy and grace.
We are no better than others. Oh, how humble we ought to be
when we realize that He might have passed us by. He might have
left us to journey on in the broad way that leadeth to destruction.
But He did not do so. He chose us in CHRIST before the foundation
of the world, and as a result He called us by His grace and saved
us with an everlasting salvation. If it were not for His electing
love we would still be on the way to hell. Through His infinite
grace we are on the way to heaven.
" Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter while there's room;
When thousands make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come ~
" 'Twas the same love that spread the feast
That sweetly forced us in ;
Else we had still refused to taste,
And perished in our sin."
(Watts.)
.2. Secondly, God's people are vessels chosen to holiness.
The apostle tells us that God's people were chosen in CHRIST
before the foundation of the world that they " should be holy and
without blame before Him in love" (Eph. i. 4).
Not chosen because they were holy, but that they should be
holy. Thus He chose objects unholy in themselves, and therefore
unworthy of His grace, that they might become holy.
This results from the sanctifying operations of His SPIRIT. He
sanctifies or sets them apart from the world when He regenerates
them. As a result of this and of His indwelling power they live
practically holy lives.
Thus the Divine choice of a sinner does not encourage sin, nor
does it cause the chosen and saved sinner to say, I may continue
in sin that grace may abound. Rather is it the desire of the
regenerated and saved sinner to yield himself to GOD as one who
is alive from the dead.
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Having died to sin's penalty in the Person of his Substitute he
now desires to yield his members " as instruments of righteousness
unto GOD," and he has his "fruit unto holiness, and the end
everlasting life" (Rom. vi. 13, 22).
An ever-deepening sense of the mercies of GOD leads the saved
sinner to present his body a living sacrifice, holy; accept.able to
GOD, which is his reasonable service. Our election of GOD can
only be known to others by the fruits of His salvation being
manifested in our lives. Vain indeed is it to talk loudly of election
or of any other doctrine of GOD'S Word if our lives are unholy.
The spiritual "temple of GOD is holy, which temple ye are"
says the apostle to GOD'S people at Corinth (1 Cor. iii. 17).
How much we need to pray,
"May the fruits of Thy salvation
In our hearts and lives abound."
How humble and lowly in heart should every chosen vessel be.
Those who are indeed vessels of mercy should of all men be clothed
with humility and abundant in all the graces of the SPIRIT, the
HOLY SPIRIT of GOD Who dwelleth in the hearts of all the elect
and called people of GOD.
3. Thirdly, GOD'S people are vessels chosen for service.
Of Saul the LORD said, " He is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear
My name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel."
Before his conversion he had been active in the service of sin and
active in opposing CHRIST and His people. He verily thought
with himself that he ought to do many things contrary to the
name of JESUS of Nazareth.
Now the LORD says He has chosen him to bear His name to
Jews and Gentiles and even to kings. He was Divinely separated
from his mother's womb that he might preach CHRIST among the
nations. Though in his own view he was "less than the least
of all saints," he realized that grace was given unto him that he
might "preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
CHRIST" (Eph. iii. 8).
This was the work to which he was Divinely called. He was
"Separated unto the Gospel of GOD," and wherever he went he
was ready to preach it. "Yea," he said, "woe is unto me, if
I preach not the Gospel! " (1 Cor. ix. 16).
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Now we know that all are not called to be public preachers of
the Gospel, but each elect vessel should be " A vessel unto honour,"
"meet for the Master's use, and prepared unto every good work"
(2 Tim. n. 21).
The Gospel is to be preached to every creature and the command
to do this is given to the whole Church. Just as the command,
"Do this in remembrance of Me" was given to the apostles as
the representatives of the whole Church, so the command to preach
the Gospel to every creature was given to the apostles as representatives of the whole Church. The entire Church is to be concerned
that this command .should be obeyed. The command is to be
emphasized in the hearing of the Church, so that members
thereof who are prepared by the SPIRIT for this work may hear
the call and obey it. Besides, though all are not called to be
public preachers whether at home or in heathen lands, all are
surely called to help forward this work by their prayers and by
their gifts. To this end there is a loud call for a very much
larger amount of liberality than is now manifested by a large
number of the people of GOD. It is appalling to think of the
immense amount of money which is spent on ourselves and on
luxuries, and the very small amount which is given to make known
the Gospel to the millions of heathen who are sitting in the
blackest spiritual darkness.
GOD has His people among "all nations, and kindreds, and
peoples, and tongues" (Rev. vii. 9), and it pleases Him to save
them through the preaching of the Gospel.
"How then shall they call on Him in Whom they have not
believed 1 and how shall they believe in Him of Whom they have
not heard 1 And how shall they hear without a preacher. And
how shall they preach, except they be sent 1" (Rom. x. 14, 15).
But we should be concerned that preachers should be sent 1 Are
we obeying our LORD'S injunction about the sending of preachers 1
He says, "Pray ye therefore the LORD of the harvest, that He will
send forth labourers into His harvest" (Matt. ix. 38).
Does our concern that the LORD would send forth labourers go
beyond our own little chapels or churches 1 Are we not thankful
that the Gospel may be heard in ourown land, and that GOD in His
mercy has brought us under its sound 1 If so, surely our hearts
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should go out in spiritual sympathy to the tens of millions who
are absolutely destitute of Gospel light.
The work of spreading the knowledge of the Gospel is not
limited to public preachers. To all the LORD'S people the word
is spoken, "Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast,
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the LORD, forasmuch
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the LORD" (1 Cor.
xv. 58).
Here is an inspired injunction given to all the vessels of election.
They are bidden" always to abound in the work of the LORD."
Parents are doing the LORD'S work when they regularly make known
Gospel truth to their children. Members of the Churches are
doing the LORD'S work when they are zealous in encouraging their
neighbours and friends to come under the sound of the Gospel
preached by faithful ministers. The Churches are doing the
LORD'S work when they pray that the LORD may call and send
preachers to the heathen. They are sharing in that work when
they give liberally and pray earnestly and often that the Word
of the LORD may have free course and be glorified, not only in our
own land, but in the dark places of the earth.
We believe that all the elect people of GOD are the objects of
His everlasting love, and that He means to call them all into
fellowship with His dear SON.
But where are they to be found ~ They are scattered among
all the nations of the earth. They are all in the LAMB'S Book of
life and are known to GOD. We do not know them, but we are
bidden to make known the need of repentance and the blessing of
remission of sins among all nations. If we love those whom the
LORD loves, we shall do all we can to share in the work of preaching
the Gospel to every creature, so that GOD through the Gospel
may take out of the nations a people for His name.
There can be no doubt that not only ministers, but all the LORD'S
people, are in some way to " abound in the work of the LORD."
4. Fourthly, GoD'S people are vessels chosen to suffer with CHRIST.
The LORD said of Saul, "He is a chosen vessel unto Me. . . .
For I will show him how great things he must suffer for My Name's
sake" (Acts ix. 15, 16).
The Apostle found out how true this was in his experience. He
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found that in every city "bonds and afflictions" awaited him.
But none of these things moved him. He did not count his life
dear unto himself, so that he might finish his course with joy,
and the ministry, which he had received of the LORD JESUS, "to
testify the Gospel of the grace of GOD." (See Acts xx. 23, 24).
Suffering with CHRIST is not, however, confined to apostles or
to ministers. It is the portion of all vessels of mercy. The apostle
wrote to the Philippian saints, "Unto you it is given in the behalf
of CHRIST, not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for His
sake" (PhiI. i. 29). "All that will live godly in CHRIST JESUS
shall suffer persecution" (2 Tim. iii. 12).
If we are true to CHRIST and His cause we shall be rejected by
the world. The servant is not greater than his lord. It is to be
feared, however, that some of the chosen vessels shun suffering by
compromise. This is a very sad thing. It is lamentable when real
believers fail in courage and fail to be out and out on the side of
CHRIST and His truth. The fear of man often bringeth a snare.
How much we need to seek for grace to " choose rather to suffer
affiiction with the people of GOD, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin
for a season; esteeming the reproach of CHRIST greater riches
than the treasures in Egypt" (Heb. xi. 25, 26).
The heirs of GOD and joint-heirs with CHRIST are described as
those that "suffer with Him, that they may be also glorified
together" (Rom. viii. 17). We need ever to remember that" we
must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of GOD"
(Acts xiv. 22).
The final issue in regard to the chosen vessels is that glory will
be their eternal portion. They are "vessels of mercy which He
had afore prepared unto glory" (Rom. ix. 23). They are" heirs
of the kingdom which He hath promised to them that love Him"
(James ii. 5). "The GOD of all grace hath called them unto His
eternal glory by CHRIST JESUS" (1 Peter v. 10).
Thus they are vessels chosen to salvation, holiness, service,
suffering, and glory. Are we who read these lines amongst the
chosen vessels of mercy? Are we amongst those whom God
hath called? If we are, then we are also amongst those whom He
has justified, and glorification will necessarily follow. "They which
he endued with so excellent a benefit of GOD" (as to be chosen
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in CHRIST out of mankind and brought to everlasting salvation, as
vessels unto honour), they" be called according to GOD'S purpose by
_His SPIRIT working in due season: they through grace obey the
calling: they be justified freely: they be made sons of GOD by
adoption: they be made like the image of His only-begotten SON
JESUS CHRIST: they walk religiously in good works, and at length,
by GOD'S mercy, they attain to everlasting felicity" (Article

xvii).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

LORD SHAFTESBURY· AND PLENARY INSPIRATION.
" I HAVE heard with mine own ears a master in Israel remark in a
public assembly that to say that the Book of Chronicles and the Gospel
of St. Luke stood on the same ground of inspiration was to utter an
untenable proposition. I say that to make such a declaration is to
concede the whole question. Moreover, men contend that one part of
the Bible is inspired, and that another is not, or that there are differences in the degrees of inspiration. The whole authority of the Bible
is thus cut up from beginning to end. Depend upon it, my friends,
that there is no security whatever except in standing upon the faith
of our fathers, and saying with them, that the blessed old Book is
, God's Word written,' from the very first syllable down to the very
last, and from the last back to the first."-The late Lord Shaftesbury,
quoted in " Hodder's Life of Earl Shaftesbury," pp. 521, 522.

SIMILITUDES.
WHAT the casket is to the jewel, the body is to the redeemed soul.
And the conduct of the Lord with that soul at death may be likened
to a king on the day of banquet, who takes the precious gem out of
the case, puts it into his own bosom, and wears it at court.
Names and denominations among the elect are nothing more than
so many different clothes in which the children of one family are
arrayed; the life, love and laws are the same at heart. Oh, then,
how foolish and unprofitable to contend about the form, but how wise
and beneficial it is to strive for the power.
The newborn babe desires nothing but the breast; and a newborn
soul wants nothing but Christ (1 Peter ii. 2). And as the strong cries
of the former tell its strength, so the strong pleadings of the latter
for the presence and power of Christ, prove the strength of its faith,
hope, and love.-James Jay.
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Note~.

RELYING UPON THE LORD.
" The children of Judah prevailed, because they relied upon the Lord
God of their fathers."-2 CHRONICLES xiii. 18.

chapter is occupied in giving a brief account of the reign of
Abijah, King of Judah. At the time referred to, the kingdom
Qf Israel was in a divided state. Jeroboam the son of Nebat
reigned over the ten northern tribes, and Abijah, the son of
Rehoboam, reigned over the two southern tribes and there was
war between them.
Two great armies faced each other, Jeroboam with 800,000 men
.and Abijah with 400,000 men. Humanly speaking, Abijah was
bound to be defeated, but a large number of his men were evidently
godly men, and when the battle began they cried unto the Lord,
which showed their reliance on Him. In answer to their prayer
of faith, "God smote Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and
J udah. And the children of Israel fled before J udah: and God
delivered them into their hand. . . . Thus the children of Israel
were brought under at that time, and the children of Judah
prevailed, because they relied upon the Lord God of their fathers."
They leaned on Him. They trusted in His Word and relied
upon His almighty power. They believed in His revealed
promises. They knew and believed that He was a prayer-hearing
God, and that His revealed word of promises was worthy of
reliance, and that God Himself, the God of the promises, was a
God upon Whom they could rely. Now it is about reliance on
-God that we wish now to write. God has revealed Himself in His
Word and we need to rely upon its truth and upon its trustworthiness. He has revealed in His Word all saving truth, and
we need to rely on His word if we are to become wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
1. First, we need to rely upon God in regard to the revealed truth
concerning sin.
All true knowledge about sin is found in God's inspired Word.
That Word tells us what sin is. "Sin is the transgression of the
law" (1 John ill. 4). The moral law shows that idolatry is sin,
failure to reverence God's Name and His day are sins. Disobedience
THIS

516

The Gospel Magazine

to parents and disloyalty to those in authority are sins. Murder,
adultery, theft, false witness and all lying and covetousness are all
sins. Every breach of the Decalogm; is sin. There is no toleration
in God's Word for doing evil that good may come. Under no
circumstances can we transgress the Divine law without being
guilty of sin. There are no such distinctions in God's Word as
" white lies and black lies." All lies are sin. All" lying lips are
an abomination to the Lord."
Do we want to know who are sinners? God's Word says,
"All have sinned." "There is none righteous, no, not one."
Do we want to know how men are sinners. The Bible teaches
they are sinners by imputation, sinners by nature, and sinners by
practice. Adam being the representative head of the human race,
it follows that when he sinned all his posterity sinned in him. "As
by one man sin entered into the world and death by sin, so death
passed upon all men for that all have sinned (all sinned in Adam) .
. . . By one man's disobedience many were constituted sinners."
(See Rom. v. 12, 19.)
Adam died spiritually when he sinned, and he transmitted his
fallen nature to his posterity. Hence we are all born spiritually
dead. The result of this is that we become sinners by practice,
and out of our evil hearts proceed all manner of evil thoughts,
words, and deeds.
Men have low views of sin, low views of the worship which should
be rendered to God alone, low views of the observance of His day,
low views of duty to parents and to those in authority, low views
of honesty, of contentment, of the sin of lying and of chastity.
We need therefore to beware of relying on man's thoughts about
sin. God, speaking in His Word, is the only reliable authority
as to the nature, the universality, and the enormity of sin. The
more we rely upon His Word the more shall we be ready to say,
" We are all as an unclean thing and all our righteousnesses are
as filthy rags" (Isa. lxiv. 6). We shall not have a good word to
say of ourselves. In us, that is in our flesh, dwelleth no good
thing.
2. We need to rely upon God as to the truth about the penalty of
stn.
When men think lightly of sin, they think lightly of the penalty
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which sin deserves. Awful indeed is the penalty which has
followed upon the one sin of Adam. "The dreadful evil of sin
is-best seen in the fall of Adam, and in the cross of Ohrist. By the
one offence of one man, what a waste of ruin has been spread
9ver the whole world! How far beyond conception the misery
that one act occasioned! There was no adequate remedy for
this evil but the death of the Son of God" (Dr. O. Hodge).
It was sin that brought in the flood upon the world of the
ungodly. Sin caused the destruction by fire of the cities of the
plain. Sin brought the wrath of God upon His ancient people,
and caused the destruction of their temple and of their city, and
all the long catalogue of trials which God's ancient people have
had to endure since the days of Nebuchadnezzar.
All their sufferings now are due to sin. All the wars, famines,
earthquakes, shipwrecks, and all the wretchedness and misery of
millions are due to sin. Had there been no sin there would have
been no need of hospitals, asylums, and prisons. More than
six thousand years of lamentation, mourning, and woe are all
traceable to that one act of disobedience which" brought death
into the world and all our woe."
Moreover, there is "the day of judgment and perdition of
ungodly men." There is "the wrath to come." There is "the
wrath of the Lamb." There is "the winepress of the fierceness
and wrath of Almighty God." There is not only the promise of
" eternal life," but also the certainty of "everlasting punishment."
(See Matt. xxv. 46.)
It is evident that the wages of sin is death, and that there is
" a God that judgeth in the earth" (Ps. lviii. 11).
We need to tremble as we hear of "righteousness, temperance,
and judgment to come" (Acts xxiv. 25). If we rely upon God
we shall believe His Word about the awful penalty of sin. .We
shall close our ears to the modernistic teaching of the day which
repudiates the inspired teaching in the Bible, relative to the wrath
of God.
" Be sure your sin will find you out." "Though hand join in
hand the wicked shall not be unpunished" (Prov. xi. 21).
3. Thirdly, we need to rely upon God as to the truth Mout salvation.
Mercifully God's Word is not solely occupied in treating of sin
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and its penalty. Salvation and the Saviour were revealed the
moment that sin entered. In fact, before the world began, God
promised in the everlasting Covenant, eternal life. His purpose
and grace to save were formed before the world began, and ere
He thrust forth Adam from the garden in which he had sinned,
God promised the Advent of the Seed of the woman through
Whom all the families of the earth would be blessed.
There are two ways of salvation~the human and the Divine.
The human way is, however, an absolute failure. No one can
ever be saved except in God's way.
The human way speaks of salvation by human merit. If you
lead an upright and moral life, pay your way, and do the best
you can, then you may expect heaven. So men teach. So a large
number believe. God is such a merciful God, men say, that He
will certainly welcome into heaven all who do the best they can.
Of all who die, however ungodly their lives, they say, "It's a
happy release." It never seems to dawn upon them that there
is such a place as hell, or if it does, it is not a place to which any
of their friends or relatives can possibly have gone.
During the late war the doctrine was taught that salvation was
by patriotism and bravery. If a man patriotically laid down his
life for his country, heaven would certainly be opened to receive
him.
The only way of salvation, however, is the Divine way. God's
Word tells us Who is the Saviour. It tells us of a Saviour which
is Christ the Lord. It tells us that salvation originated with God.
He drew up the plan by which He could be just and yet the Justifier
of him that believeth in Jesus. He arranged to send forth HiS'
only begotten Son to redeem His people from the just penalty of
sin. He arranged that His incarnate Son should be called Jesus
because He would save His people from their sins. He arranged
that His beloved and eternal Son should come into the world to
save smners.
He limited the power to save to His dear Son. Neither is there
salvation in any other. There is no other name under heaven
given among men whereby we can be saved. He is the Author
of eternal salvation. If we are not saved by Him we are not
saved at all. He is the Door. By Him and by Him alone, if any
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man enter in he shall be saved. God tells us how Christ saves.
He came to give His life a ransom for or instead of many.
He shed His blood to secure the remission of sins. He died as
the holy Substitute of His people. He died for their sins. He
suffered, the Just for the unjust. The wages of sin is death. Christ
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross, in the
room and in the stead of His people. He laid down His life for
the sheep.
He, His Own self, bare their sins in His Own body
on the tree and with His stripes they are healed. They have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according
to the riches of His grace.
By faith they appropriate the benefits of His atoning death.
" To Him give all the prophets witness, that through His name
whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins" (Acts
x.43).
All this is the testimony of God in His Word. Relying upon
that testimony we come as poor sinners to Christ and He gives us
rest. Relying upon that testimony, we return to God, against
Whom we have sinned, trusting in the blood and righteousness of
His Son, and He abundantly pardons us.
4. We need to rely upon God as to the truth about holiness.
God in His Word tells us that all His saved people have been
washed, sanctified, and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and
by the Spirit of our God. They are new creatures in Christ born
again of His Spirit They have been delivered from the power
of darkness and translated into the kingdom of His dear Son.
They have left the broad way and are walking in the narrow way.
They have thus been set apart by the Spirit from the world. They
are therefore a holy people, and are bidden to be practically holy,
even as God is holy. They are to walk in love, to walk in the light,
to walk worthily of their vocation.
They are practically to put off the old man and to put on the
new. Their aim is to "sin not." As He Who hath called them
is holy, so they are to seek to be practically holy in all manner of
conversation. They are taught to deny" ungodliness and worldly
lusts" and "live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present
world, looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus ii. 12, 13).
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True, they are tempted by the world, the flesh, and the devil
to walk contrary to all this, but they are bidden to be strong in
the Lord and in the power of His might that they may stand
against the wiles of the devil. They are bidden to take the shield
of faith, wherewith they shall be able to quench all the fiery darts
of the wicked one. Though the flesh lusteth against the Spirit,
they are bidden to walk in the Spirit, and thus they will be enabled
to resist the flesh.
The Holy Spirit dwells within them and He enables them to
bring forth fruit: Through the Spirit they are measurably enabled
to mortify the deeds of the body. The victory which overcometh
the world is their faith in God. Relying on God's word they will
realize that they are God's saints or sanctified ones, and they will
give themselves to constant prayer and daily meditation in His
holy Word that so they may" Yield their members servants to
righteousness unto holiness" (Rom. vi. 19).
The man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, who
stands not in the way of sinners, and who sits not in the seat of
the scornful, is the man who delights in God's Word, and prayerfully meditates therein day and night. He it is that bringeth
forth fruit in his season. In other words the use of the means of
grace such as, praying without ceasing, and regular, unhurried
and prayerful study of God's Word, issues continually in a life of
practical holiness. Never can we say we have no sin. Daily
shall we need to confess sin. Nevertheless by Divine grace the
general bent of our lives will be consistent with our holy profession.
5. Lastly, we need to rely upon God in spiritual warfare and 1:n
all our personal and national troubles.
Through faith in God the Old Testament saints "subdued
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge
of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in
fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens" (Heb. xi. 33, 34).
Through faith Abel worshipped in the Divinely appointed way.
Through faith Enoch walked with God. Through faith Noah
became heir of the righteousness which is by faith. Through
faith Abraham and other saints confessed that they were strangers
and pilgrims on the earth, and they looked for a city that hath
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foundations, whose builder and maker is God. Through faith
Moses chose rather to suffer aflliction with the people of God,
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. The man who
relies upon God becomes strong and is enabled to do exploits.
He is enabled to be fearless in regard to evil tidings, his heart
being fixed, and trusting in the Lord.
If we really rely on the Lord God of our fathers, we shall believe
all that He has revealed in His Word, we shall rely on His promises,
we shall fight the Lord's battles, we shall experience marvellous
answers to our prayers, and we shall prevail against all the power
of the world, the flesh, and the devil. May we be enabled to rely
constantly on the Lord God of our fathers both in personal and
in regard to national troubles and dangers.
" Blest is the man, 0 God,
That stays himself on Thee!
Who waits for Thy salvation, Lord,
Shall Thy salvation see."
THE EDITOR.

HONESTY.
IN the memoir of Dr. Milner, one of his resolutions, as stated, is, " To
adhere religiously to a determination which I formed at the moment
of commencing business, never to incur a debt which I have the remotest
apprehension of being unable, or even finding it inconvenient, to
discharge; and, in order constantly to possess the means of keeping
this resolution, whatever my income may be, always to live within it."
We knew a godly farmer in Kent, recently deceased, who would not
retire to rest on Saturday night until he was assured that all his available
accounts were discharged. He would consistently refuse even to wear
a suit of clothes before he had actually paid for it.
In these days of looseness, emulation, false show, vanity, and
extravagance, largely encouraged by insurance and hire-purchase
systems, whereby many young people get themselves into financial
difficulties, the above points are worthy the attention of all soberminded persons. Positive honesty requires not only that debts be
paid, but that they be paid punctually.-From "The Friendly
Companion."

,I

" I KNOW a man's election, calling, and salvation may be sure in itself,
though he be never assured of it. Many a one goes to heaven who
lives and dies in uncertainties. But I know their condition is better
that have made it sure to themselves."-Philip He.nry.
35
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18ilgrim 18apetf;;.
WELLSPRINGS

IN MEMORIA M, MRS. DAVID LINDSAY JOHNSON.
ONCE again it has fallen to me, in sad but sacred privilege, to write
of the Home-going of another reader of this Magazine and a greatly
beloved friend; one with whom for half a century I had held sweet
and holy fellowship in the Lord. To know dear Mrs. Johnson was to
love her and perceive in her the character of a gem of rare value. She
was the third of five daughters of the late Henry Thompson, Esq.,
solicitor, of Grantham, and a family eminent for their piety. Their
godly aunt, Mrs. Ogden, also of Grantham, was known to many of
our readers and to the household of faith, and was ever an influence
for good to her nieces. It was as her visitor at Eastbourne that I
first met dear Adelaide Thompson, but our friendship was renewed
and strengthened when a few years later she was married to a beloved
and family friend, the Rev. David Lindsay Johnson, who had been
preparing for the sacred office of the ministry at Worcester College
for the blind, and subsequently at Worcester College, Oxford. (References were made at some considerable length to this faithful ambassador
of Jesus Christ in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for 1899 and 1911.) Mr.
Johnson's father having purchased for him the living of Peldon, near
Colchester, Essex, on their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Johnson made that
home a centre for many of the Lord's children, and they one and all
ever carried away with them happy memories of their dear host and
hostess's courteous kindness and sacredly happy lives.
There, in that quiet well-ordered Rectory home, the afflicted husband
and his godly, gifted partner in life walked in sacred communion
together, and it was so evident that they were both one in aim and
purpose to labour and be spent for Christ. What sweet memories
recur to the mind of those sacred strolls with them around their expansive garden, or in their village walks as they visited the scattered
parishioners. Mrs. J ohnson was a true helpmeet and singularly gifted
in tact and good judgment in matters parochial; wise in her counsel
and steadfast in her convictions, without any jar of arrogancy or selfassertion; yea, it was the lovely grace of humility that shone so
conspicuously in our beloved friend to the glory of her God, and shed
such an influence around her. She was firmly rooted in the doctrines
of grace, and in her later years it was always a benefit to one's own
soul, to bring before her some text of Holy Scripture which needed
elucidating, and thus together" search the Scriptures."
Silently, sacredly, and unmurmuringly she carried the sorrow of
her twenty-eight years of widowhood, all too deep for human ministry;
and for all those lone years she lived for others' interests and joys
and thus passed a beautiful, self-effacing life in unobtrusive thought
and sympathy for those around her. Having presented the living of
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Peldon, at Mr. Johnson's death, to a godly and gracious successor in
the Rev. E. G. Bowring, she removed to Tunbridge Wells, and during
those earlier days, until my health broke and made the double journey
impossible, I had many a sacredly happy visit to her there. She
became attached to and so thankful for an eminently Evangelical
ministry at Trinity Church under its several vicars, and it was a tender
Providence that in her declining days the Rev. W. and Mrs. Grist
were among her kindly and sympathetic friends, whilst she always
held the Rev. N. F. Duncan in high esteem. and affection in the
Gospel. The A.P.F.S. Home and the Stone Street Almshouses for
elderly women found in her a kind and sympathetic visitor, and the
annual sale of work for the A.P.F.S. was very generously supported
by her purse and presence.
Her letters were always acceptable. She had a great gift of condensing into small space all you wanted to know and still with true
and sympathizing interest. They sparkled out, too, with spiritual
truths deeply and experimentally expressed and which gave such
evidence of her inner life and close walk with her God. A large pile
of this now doubly sacred correspondence lies before me, whilst regrettably it is impossible to quote but briefly from them. Thus:" I was
reading over again that vigorous article in the' G. M.' It is so refreshing to have the precious truths of God's Word clearly set forth; and
the weakness and feebleness of present-day utterances contrasted.
There is no doubt the shallow religion of the times is the result of the
teaching and preaching that aims to make the Christian life a smooth
and easy experience; but that it can never nor will be. I wonder
sometimes when I hear it thus dsecribed, how sincere seekers and
anxious souls must feel. It would have depressed me terribly." Again
in 1928: "Your daily remembrance of me is a sweet and helpful
thought; for indeed the prayers of so true a friend are much valued.
I am sure I have owed throughout my life a great deal to the intercession
of dear ones, and as they passed away they were greatly missed. You
will know just how I feel about it; our consolation is, our Great
High Priest ever liveth."
"D. A.'s letter is very interesting; his parents must feel very
thankful for the mercy of God calling him into the heavenly kingdom
and so greatly blessing his trials in leading him more deeply into spiritual
truth" (1930).
" To-morrow is the sabbath; I wish for you and for myself it may
be a good day. I greatly need a shower upon the mown grass! I
read about Peter's release from prison this morning, and the text on
your envelope also refers to deliverance from prison. How often we
need to be set free from the snares of sin and Satan.
, Deliverance to my soul proclaim, and life and liberty
Reveal the virtues of Thy Name, and Jesus' love to me' " (1930).

" I thank you so much for 2 Corinthians iv. 16 and the references;
we do indeed prove the need of daily revivings and renewings. The
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changes in mind are so many and the temporal wants so varied; I
often think of dear Berridge's words:
, Bri&k and dull in half an hour,
Sometimes sweet and sometimes sour.' "

" Those lines you quote are choice and instructive. I must copy
them out and have them where they will often catch my eye; but in
these days isn't it most difficult to steer between truth and error in
a right spirit ~ It is so easy to go with the tide, and such an effort
to some natures to swim against it" (1932).
" Those sweet words of greeting and the text Isaiah xxviii. 16 a
precious word indeed! "
" 'How firm a foundation' for the helpless sinner to rest upon.
One truly realizes more and more how ~ all else is sinking sand.' I
was very interested in the notes of the Bible-class on 'the things that
God remembers. ' We are continually proving His mindfulness of us
and of our needs; it is marvellous the many tokens we receive of His
individual knowledge and care of us; we can heartily unite with the
one who said, ' I will praise Thee, 0 God, with all my heart for great
is Thy mercy toward me'" (1933). "We have indeed lived through
some eventful times, but none more so than last week; I could only
think on Friday of the words, ' It is of the Lord's mercies we are not
consumed, because His compassions fail not'" (September crisis,
1938). "I often think of dear L. C.; hers was a perfect end; she had
her many fears, but none of them were realized. Truly she did' mount
and soar away, to the bright realms of endless day, and sing with
rapture and surprise, His loving-kindness in the skies.''' "Very best
love and wishes in celebration of dear R.'s birthday and G. M. jubilee
(Isa. xl. 31). 'All my trust on Thee is stayed, all my help from
Thee I bring, etc.''' (1930). "I have read that chapter in Isaiah with
your light uponit before me and the words which are so full of meaning
, He shall grow up before Him.' How very much of His inner life
is revealed to us in the Psalms-we must have a talk over it when
you come. I know we should be of one mind in that we cannot endure
the modern fancies in magazines and sermons that presume to pry
into the hidden years of the childhood of Christ. You will delight in
Dean Law, and I am going to mark the chapters I so want you to
enjoy with me. It would indeed be a pleasure if you were so in person"
(1931).
" Thank you so very much for your remarks and references in connexion with Isaiah lviii. 9, a very helpful and instructive subject,
and one which through the mercy of our God experience can fully
endorse.
, W'e never besought Him in vain,
'When burdened with sorrow or sin,
He hath helped us again and again,
Or where before now had we been? ' "

" I am nearing the end of that delightful book, The Life and Letters
of Rev: Henry Venn. It is most kind of you to have let me have the
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great privilege and pleasure of reading it. Ihave enjoyed it thoroughly
and only wish I could remember more of his wise counsels. What an
ideal minister and valuable friend, and such a loving father! His
evenly balanced .mind is very refreshing and strengthening in these
distracting days. He was so well rooted and grounded in the Truth"
(1930).
" I am so very pleased with your ' notice' of our dear friend Mr.
Eryant in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, so heartfelt and sympathetic of him ;
also L. O. and M. O. follow so well, so that we get a very complete
picture with the three. His is such a very sad and unexpected loss.
We miss him very sadly."
" I can indeed echo your reflections upon my path through life. I
have been wonderfully shielded and sheltered, and when in my right
mind feel there is every encouragement to ' trust and not be afraid' ;
and that He Who hath helped me hitherto and brought me thus far,
will be my Guide even unto death" (1931).
The envelope contained just these telling words as expressive of her
deep feelings and gratitude to our prayer-hearing and answering God
when she wrote the day after the rejection in Parliament of the Revised
Prayer book. "Hallelujah! Psalm cxv. 12."
As will have been noticed by the above fragmentary cullings from
a few of our dear friend's later letters, she was a very intelligent
reader and thus her mind was well stored with wholesome matter
upon which to reflect and meditate and converse. She read most of
the missionary books and lives of good men; whilst her favourite
spiritual authority was her "dear John Newton" and her special
preacher in print, the late Rev. W. Krause, of Dublin.
Her daily pursuits were very simple, but happily marked out carefully
by which method she never wasted time. She never tired of the lovely
Common with its varied attractions and beauties of nature and scenery,
and often in the days of her health might have been seen sitting
in some sequestered seat, reading and meditating ,on some portion
of the sacred Word, or her "favourite newspaper," The English
Churchman.
And now for our greatly loved and sorely missed friend we would
forget our own sorrow and loneliness. She had lived a long life and
was feeling increasingly the passing away of friends, as also the burden
of old age; whilst the confusion of the world, distracted by the dread
horrors of another war must have told greatly upon her tender spirit.
Very gently the pins of the earthly tabernacle were taken down and
several times she was, almost to the surprise of those who ministered
to her so lovingly and tenderly, raised up again temporarily.
To her greatly beloved and devoted niece who was by her side in
July when the end appeared so near, she said she had" such a beautiful
text in her book for the day-Philippians iv. 7." She also said she
had so enjoyed the hymn right through:
"When langour and disease invade
This trembling house of clay."
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And more recently she had written to the same niece "how much
Psalm lxii. haq been to her" and also Psalm xxiii. 1, 6, and which
were written upon her memorial card.
She rallied somewhat and lingered on till Sept. 16th, when she
gently passed away, and for our beloved friend the former things are
all over. The last tear has been wiped from off her face and she is
" satisfied," and with the spirits of the just, perfected, she is reunited
in a tearless world.
Her redeemed remains were laid to rest beside those of her beloved
husband in Colchester Borough Cemetery, and close by that of their
greatly esteemed and honoured friend the Rev. J. R. Cotter, of St. Mary
Magdalene, Colchester. The funeral service was all that she would
have wished, and most befittingly conducted by the Rev. E. G. Bowring,
who in the course of a brief address spoke of " the source of salvation,
the free unmerited favour of God to undeserving sinners, leading them
empty-handed to our loving Father and enriching their lives and
characters, as the life of their departed sister was enriched and aglow
with spiritual peace and joy" (English Churchman).
Beloved readers, out of a full heart has this all too imperfect tribute
been written and my sympathies true and deep go out to all those
relations who were nearest and dearest to her, and by whom she was
so greatly beloved. May the richest consolations from the God of
comfort be theirs and may they be enabled to look up and beyond
these passing scenes of Time as they think of "the saints' dying day
as their crowning day," as said Dr. Owen. The Church militant and
the Church triumphant are but one army.
" Part of the host have crossed the flood,
And part are crossing now."

All, as one family, are yet to meet in our Father's house above and to
sing together Redemption's Story as sinners saved by blood.
"What a chorus! What a meeting!
With the Family complete! "

Grace alone will accomplish this. Grace will be all the theme yonder
of the sinner's salvation, and grace all the work of it will crown when
the topstone shall be brought forth "with shoutings of grace, grace
unto it."
" Freed from the fault and guilt of sin,
No guile is found their hearts within ;
Before the eternal Throne approved
Through Him, Whom unto death they loved.
" And now their glorious Lord, where'er
He goes, their footsteps follow near;
Nor ever part they from the side
Of Him, the Lamb, the Crucified! "

Again I say we have the Divine authority to write, "Blessed are
the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth; Yea, saith the Spirit,
that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them."

R.
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.sermon~.

A DAY OF WONDERS.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
" Behold, the ark of the Covenant of the Lord of all the earth passeih
over before you into Jordan."-JOSHUA iii. 11.

I

THAT was indeed a memorable day when the Lord brought His people
finally out of the wilderness and they first set foot on the promised
Land of Canaan. God Himself speaks of this day as a day of wonders.
In the fifth verse of our chapter Joshua says to the people, " Sanctify
yourselves: for to-morrow the Lord will do wonders among you."
So that we must reckon the passing of the Children of Israel through
the Jordan as one of the greater wonders recorded in God's Word.
God's Book is full of Divine wonders, but there are some that stand
out pre-eminently, there are some that He Himself designates wonders,
and to these He especially directs the attention of His people. Hence
it may be our text begins with that significant challenge, " Behold."
Wherever, as I have often observed, the Holy Spirit uses this exclamation, "Behold," in the Old Testament, it is invariably followed by
some very distinct communication of Divine truth. All truth is to
be beheld, all truth is to be considered, but there are especial truths
which singularly magnify the grace of God, and the faithfulness of
His character, and the integrity of His heart, and which go to
illustrate how well it is for His Own dear people to trust and not
be afraid. This text this morning is full of encouragement for faint
hearts and feeble saints. The Lord calls attention to the ark. He
challenges our concentrated minds upon this singular and most
significant symbol of Christ. "Behold, the ark of the Covenant of
the Lord of all the earth passeth over before you into Jordan." The
Lord ordered all the details of the passage, nothing was left to Joshua
although God was that day magnifying Joshua in the eyes of all
Israel. This He foretold him-I will magnify thee in the eyes of all
Israel even as I did magnify My servant Moses before them. It was
a day when Joshua was brought to the very forefront of the work
which God had commissioned should be done, the bringing of His
people into possession of the Land that had been sworn to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, and their seed after them. But Joshua through
grace, we notice, stood aside and was always ready to give preeminence to the symbolic Presence of the Lord God of Israel, namely,
the ark. The ark was the especial symbol, the visible symbol, of
God's Presence among His people. You remember when God at the
first ordered Moses to construct this ark He provided that it should
be arranged and fitted with rings and with staves that it might be
easily carried from place to place. God had from the first His eye
fixed upon a resting place for the ark, but meanwhile it must be
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portable, easily carried from place to place until it was finally deposited
in the Holy of Holies in the Temple of Solomon at Jerusalem. The
ark then at this present time, I mean in allusion to the passage of
the Children of Israel through the Jordan, was to be carried by these
golden staves. Ordinarily the ark was carried by the Kohathites, but
on this occasion it was ordered by the Lord to be carried by the
priests the Levites. I do not dwell upon the point, though I think
it is one of instruction that on this most memorable, pre-eminent
occasion the ark must be carried by the priests.
God had gathered His people since the death of Moses into the
more immediate neighbourhood of the Jordan-they were not very
many miles thence encamped. And then the day drew near and
the word went forth throughout the host that the Lord was about
to order the people to depart from this their last place of encampment
on the eastern side of the Jordan. How deeply impressed must these
people have been in the immediate prospect of entering the Land.
Why, here were hopes, here were expectations, which had been
nurtured through ages and generations, about to be realized. We
can but very imperfectly enter into what must have been the heartfelt
experience of Abraham's children in connexion with this wondrous
event. They had lived upon the promises for those hundreds of
years. They had passed through many phases of doubt and fear.
Oh, what murmurings, what unbelief, what rebelliousness had they
manifested toward the God of the promises, but He had not forsaken
His word. From the first He knew these people to be a stiff-necked
people, but He would keep His promises, He would fulfil His word,
He would not, could not, deny Himself. His oath might not be
violated. And here I must for a moment remember that He still is
a promise-perform,ing God, an oath-keeping God, a God Who cannot
deny Himself though these poor hearts of ours often fear and doubt,
and hesitate to trust Him. But He abideth faithful. He will in the
end cause the vision to speak and the hopes of His people shall not
be put to confusion. "Behold, the ark of the Covenant of the Lord"
-sometimes this ark is called the ark of Testimony, at other times
it is the ark of the Covenant, again it is the ark of the Lord, or of
the Lord thy God, these titles are all significant and point onwards
to Christ, Christ is the true Ark. The ark was constructed of two
materials, and only of two; of wood, shittim wood, an imperishable,
hard, glazed, grained wood, and this wood was covered with plates
of gold, and the covering lid was wholly of gold, pure gold, beaten
gold out of which the Cherubim were formed which shadowed that
lid, the propitiatory, or, the mercy-seat, each with their wings and
their faces turned inwards, their eyes gazing downwards because on
that lid of gold,covering the Ten Commandments, the blood of
Atonement was sprinkled. So that we see in the ark a rich and
instructive type of Christ in His two natures, of Christ in His atoning
work; and in the Cherubim we see saved believers contemplating
this wonder of revealed grace, the greatness of God's salvation.
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Now the ark was to be carried, we have heard, by the priests the
Levites on this occasion; was to be carried, I suppose, shoulderhigh; and a space which is set out here as two thousand cubits was
to intervene between the priests carrying the ark and the multitude,
the Lord's host, who were to pass over. The reason of this space
being provided is explained by the Lord in the fourth verse: "Yet
there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits
by measure: come not near unto it, that ye may know the way "-that
was why, that they might all get a view of the ark passing on before
them borne by the priests shoulder-high. Christ in type was to be
visibly manifested, exhibited, lifted up. And this leads me to think
that we shall not be misinterpreting this historical portion of Scripture
if we apply it mentally to the great ordinance of the preaching of
Christ crucified. These four appointed servants of the Lord were to·
hold, as it were, aloft the ark in the presence of Israel, and Israel
was encouraged to look upon the ark and to wait for guidance from
its movements, and the priests passed on at that relative distance till
they came to the borders of the Jordan. "The Jordan overflows all
his banks all the time of harvest." The snows of Hermon melt as
the summer approaches, consequently there is a great downflow through
the land, through the channel of the river Jordan, of these waters
about the time of harvest when the water is of the greatest possible
use in that sub-tropical climate of the Jordan valley. And so the
river was unusually broad and deep and rapid at this time, therefore
anyone attempting to ford the Jordan under those conditions would
be exposed to imminent peril. Now that which man could not do,
which Israel could not do for itself, the Lord undertook to perform,
but it must be done His way and the ark must be the visible means
of providing a salvation for these dependent, waiting people-the
Lord's host. The priests proceeded as the time came and approached
the river Jordan and as soon as their feet touched the brim of its
water God's interposing power was manifested. The waters that
came down from the north were cut off and stood up, we are told, on
a heap, and then the waters below, the lower section of the river,
pursuing their course into the Dead Sea suddenly disappeared, so that
there was this space of dry land between the sea on the one hand
and on the other the heaped-up waters that came down from above,
from the north of the Land. Thus there was a very large space
which has been variously calculated, many miles of the river were
doubtless dried up. Where this city, Adam, near Zaretan, was, has
never yet been positively decided. The Palestine Exploration Society
have taken considerable pains to locate that place, but they declare
they are not satisfied. There are various opinions which point to
the conclusion that a very considerable portion of the river was dried
up and therefore the host would pass over more quickly than if it had
been only a narrow channel for them to pass through-then it must
necessarily have taken them a greater space of time, but if there
was a large space the Lord's host would speedily pass over. So we

530

The Gospel Magazine

notice that what the Lord does for His people He does liberally,
what the Lord does for His dear people, His dependent people, He does
with all His heart, and doubtless therefore He gave them abundant
room to pass over and to pass over quickly.
" Behold, the ark of the Covenant of the Lord of all the earth." We
<call attention to this title because it contrasts somewhat with the
title taken in the third verse: "And they commanded the people,
saying, When ye see the ark of the Covenant of the Lord your God,
:and the priests the Levites bearing it "-but now the title is changed
from Israel's God into the Lord of all the earth, and that seems to
bear upon the promise that God gave to the progenitor of these
-people, to Abraham, that in his seed all the nations of the earth
should be blessed, and that what the Lord was doing for Israel just
now was being done not for that Israel only but for another and
more extended Israel of God. There was something for Gentiles as·
well as Jews in this wondrous interposition of God's favour and
goodness and power. He is the God of all the earth. A more extended
:aspect of God's revealed character may further suggest that all
'Creatures were subject to His sovereign power, as here the waters were
to His will. Hitherto this Land had been held by seven Gentile
nations, and these waters were, so to say, the Gentile world, but the
Lord was going to exercise His power on the Gentiles. Those seven
nation!' Wllre ripe and ready for judgment, and the Lord is about to
take from them their earthly possessions, to express His displeasure
with the wickedness of their idolatries, and was going to put His
.own people in possession of that Land. He is the God of all the
earth: not only the Jewish nation His but the whole of the nations
throughout the earth besides. His it is to depose and His it is to
promote. "Promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the
west. nor from the south." He putteth down one, and setteth up
.another. and He was now about to put down seven and exalt one,
so He was the Lord of all the earth. And thus we like to think of
(lur God as being not only the God of grace to us but likewise the
God of providence for us. So that we look beyond our salvation of
soul even to the temporal changes that are allotted to us, and we see
(Jur own God operating in the sphere of providence for us, and it is
this that pacifies our fears and answers our doubts and encourages
us to hold on our way, leaving our issues great and small in His
holy Hands.
"Behold, the ark of the Covenant of the Lord of all the earth
passeth over before you into Jordan." It was borne by the priests,
and these were, as we have seen, specially set apart this day for this
work. How shall they preach Christ except they be sent ~ And we
say the Lord does raise up ministers and heralds and witnesses for
His truth. If He has a people to be instructed He will find teachers
for them; and if i.t be His sovereign will to set teachers aside then
will He teach them Himself, but" all Thy children shall be taught,"
taught " of the Lord; and great shall be the peace," 0 Zion, "of
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thy children." So let us think, dear friends, of an uplifted Christ
symbolized by the· uplifted ark of the Covenant of the Lord of the
whole earth. "I, if I be lifted up . . . will draw all men unto Me."
That is just what was done in this case when the priests, upon the
waters drying up, took their place in the very bed of the Jordan.
Oh, what a mighty drawing immediately of the people unto it!
Hitherto they had stood stationary waiting this consummation of
God's will. They were watching every step, doubtless, the priests
took until they should reach the very deeps of the Jordan, and there
they were to wait till all the ransomed of the Lord should pass over.
It was a drawing time; the uplifted ark drew the people out of the
wilderness. Oh, it was a mighty influence that that symbolic chest
exerted, it wrought upon the thousands, tens of thousands, hundreds
of thousands of Israelites who were waiting to cross over Jordan.
And we delight to think that if Christ be really lifted up, if Christ
be really preached in His Person, in His nature, in His offices, in His
promises, in His wondrous atoning work and great redemption, then
" unto Him shall the gathering of the people be." Oh, there will be
a running to His standard, there will be a fleeing to the Rock and
an embracing of it " for want of a shelter," and the language of the
refugees will be in the case of all of them, " Other refuge have I none,
hangs my helpless soul on Thee."
Well, the waters were all of them cut off, those floods; the swollen
Jordan could not resist the Presence and power of God as symbolized
by the ark. And so we delight to think of the sins, and the enemies
of God's people, the flesh, the world, the devil, and all the oppositions
which would go to hinder the Lord's people reaching the Land of
promise, the good Land, the heavenly Canaan, having all to give
place if Christ be lifted up. And if He draw the people unto Himself,
oh, what shall hinder? Every barrier is broken down, the Lord's
time to favour His people has come, and who shall stay His Hand?
Oh, what we need more, dear friends, is increased faith in the power
of the Gospel, in the power of the Gospel preached. Men are substituting a thousand things {or the simplicity of the Gospel of Christ,
of Christ preached in the power of the Holy Ghost, but God's Own dear
people who are able to discriminate between the things of God and
the things of man will cleave to the truth in its simplicity. As Jesus
said of His flock, His dear sheep, My sheep know My voice, "they
know not the voice of strangers," of hirelings. They give not an
ear to the delusions of those who would estrange them from Me and
My fold. They know My Voice, and strangers will they not follow,
for they know not the voice of strangers. This is so blessed for
those of us who believe that the Gospel preached is "the power of
God unto salv:;ttion to everyone that believeth."
The bed of the river Jordan was wholly dried up, the ark was down
in the deeps. Had there been any lower deeps the ark would have
been carried there, and had there been any lower place for Christ to
take than He did take in ensuring the salvation of His people He
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would have taken it. There was none. He descended into the lower
parts of the earth that He might come up the risen Saviour of this
the Lord's host for whom He made Himself responsible in an everlasting Covenant. ,How blessed for the eye of faith to rest upon
Jesus thus descending into the lowest deeps in order to bring His
people thence. Ah, Christ went lower than any believer in this
congregation can ever, ever go, He went down below the curse, He
went down below the condemnation of His people, He went down
into the deeps of the outer darkness that His people might be brought
effectually into the marvellous light. He became a curse for others.
" Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a
curse for us." No child of God will ever, ever become a curse in
God's sight. The Lord forbad Balaam of old to curse then the nation
of Israel on the ground that" they are blessed," and shall He not
watch over His justified people? Ah, yes; and in their case "the
curse causeless shall not come." Christ has descended lower than
the condemnation of His people, He has abundantly met their deserts.
" Where sin," in their case, " abounded, grace" in Him" did much
more abound." Oh, think not, fellow believer, upon Jesus as having
barely met your case, as having merely met your case. Oh, remember
His great redemption, His perfected atonement and infinite merits
overlap your ruin and wretchedness, curse and condemnation. You
are not only saved in the Lord but you are abundantly saved" saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation," where sin abounded
in you, grace did much more abound in Him. And so the ark went
down into the lowest deeps of the Jordan and there the ark remained
until the whole company had passed over. It is so very forciblethis fourth chapter and first verse; observe it, "And it came to
pass when all the people were clean passed over "-such a forcible
expression. There was not one loiterer, there was not one weakling
left behind on the other side Jordan, but they clean passed over,
there was not one of them left. In the case of Egypt, the Egyptians
essaying to pass through the Red Sea (Israel by faith passed through
the Red Sea), perished, and not one of them came up on the salvation
side of the deeps, whereas in this case not one of Israel, not a hoof,
was left behind.· "And when all the people were clean passed over
Jordan" then the Lord spake again. And so it will be-Christ must
be preached to the end, until the last elect vessel of Divine mercy
has been brought in, and then the waters of judgment will return
to their place. Ah, so soon as the ark went up-and it did not go
up out of the deeps till Israel, all Israel, had clean passed over-those
waters that were gathered together in a heap in the north were
loosened and they came down, and the swellings of Jordan were
resumed and none could pass over. And so the last ~ermon will one
of these days be preached, the last Gospel sermon. One wonders
who will be the favoured preacher of the last Gospel sermon in this
dispensation. Peter was the first. Peter on the day of Pentecost
first broke silence by preaching Christ crucified, Christ risen, Christ
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glorified, but who will be the favoured witness and herald of the
Lord Jesus Christ to preach the last Gospel sermon that the last of
God's people may be gathered in? And then shall the end come.
Then the waters of judgment will be unloosened. But Israel, all
Israel shall be safe in Canaan. They shall all possess the Land in
the double of it. They shall all unite in giving praise and honour
and glory for their salvation to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to Whom
it is eternally due.
BE STILL.

BE still, my soul; Jehovah loveth thee;
Fret not nor murmur at thy weary lot;
Though dark and lone thy journey seems to be,
Be sure that thou art ne'er by Him forgot.
He ever loves; then trust Him, trust Him still ;
Let all thy care be this; the doing of His will.
Thy hand in His, like fondest, happiest child,
Place thou, nor draw it for a moment thence;
Walk thou with Him, as Father reconciled,
Ti)l in His own good time, He call thee hence.
Walk with Him now; so shall thy way be bright,
And all thy soul be filled with His most glorious light.
Fight the good fight of faith, nor turn aside
Through fear of peril from or earth or hell ;
Take to thee now the armour proved and tried,
Take to thee spear and sword ;-oh, wield them well ;
So shalt thou conquer here, so win the day,
So wear the crown, when this hard life has passed away.

I

l.

Take courage! faint not, though the foe be strong;
Christ is thy strength; He fighteth on thy side.
Swift be thy race; remember, 'tis not long,
The goal is near; the prize He will provide.
And then from earthly toil thou restest ever;
. Thy home on the fair banks of life's eternal river!
He comes with His reward; 'tis just at hand.
He comes in glory to His promised throne.
My soul, rejoice; e'er long thy feet shall stand
Within the city of the Blessed One.
Thy perils past, thy heritage secure,
Thy tears all wiped away, thy joy for ever sure.
DR•.

H.
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THE

CREDITOR.

"THE creditor is come." So said the poor widow with desolate
heart and empty pocket. He is welcome enough when the account
is put up and ready for him, needing only to be receipted. But
otherwise, what can blot out the memory of debt 1 Nothing in the
world but its payment or its remission. The creditor whose demand
so distressed the prophet's widow must have known that he had no
right to take her sons for bondmen. The law distinctly said that no
Israelite was to be thus appropriated. He might be taken as a hired
servant. In that case when the year of jubilee came he was free to
go out-to go back with all his family to his own home. The creditor
had no more claim on him, he was a free Israelite. Bondmen on the
other hand were bondmen all their lives. The heathen round about
had to furnish that office. That was one of the ways in which God
showed that He "put a difference" between Israel and" Egypt."
The Almighty Jehovah was ever the hope of His people. That fact
seemed to me to appear in this law about the jubilee freeing the
debtor from his burden. He had waited for the sound of the trumpet
-serving his master without paying, but without bringing in anything
for himself. It was God's law of mercy that delivered him. This
creditor was like the "accuser of the brethren," who would fain
make them think that their lack of payment to God's demands would
land them in bond-service: a perpetual debt would hang round their
necks. Not that they are debtors to him: he is a usurper as well
as " a liar from the beginning." But there is still the debt on the
conscience, fastened there by Him Who has Himself paid it, Himself
forgiven it. The conscience fears that all joy and peace like the
two sons will be taken away into life-long bondage. But the Gospel
in Leviticus appointed a day when the oil of joy should be given for
mourning-the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness. But an
unspeakably precious hope it is, and truth-" There is forgiveness
with Thee." The debt, though not paid by the debtor, will never
be mentioned more.
But the widow did pay the debt. How kindly Elisha spoke to her.
" What can I do for thee 1 what hast thou in the house 1" Evidently
he had not wherewith to supply the demand-no man can by any
means redeem his brother. The Payer and Deliverer must be the
almighty Creator. Whether was easier for the Lord to multiply the
oil or for Him to die" the Just for the unjust." "Whether is easier
to say thy sins be forgiven thee, or to say, rise up and walk 1" The
widow at Elisha's direction shut the door upon herself and her two
sons, and poured out the oil until she had more than enough. She was
saved from law and from creditor, for the Creator was her Redeemer.
" Live of the rest," Elisha said, for fresh needs would arise. However
often we are forgiven, we need to be forgiven still.
What have we in the house 1 The Apostle John said, " The anointing which ye have received of Him abideth in you and ye need not
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that any man teach you." We are all in a spiritual sense as poor as
the widow was in a literal one. We cannot answer Him one of a
thousand. But is it not an unction from the Holy One which sustains
a flame of love to the Lord, which sets and keeps in motion our
longings and lookings to Him in prayers, hopes, confessions, and.
desires ~ Still the oil flows, though not of man nor from him. The
" same anointing" teaches of all things, such things as the apostle
mentions-that the Son of Man was manifested to take away our
sins, that in Him is no sin, that He was manifested to destroy the'
works of the Devil. The unction of the Holy One teaches us to " love
one another," to "have compassion," to "try the spirits," to keep
ourselves from idols, and to look forward to the time when we shall
no more need pen and ink, but will see one another in the face, and.
see Him as He is.
FOLLOWER-ON.
A REMARKABLE GIFT.
AT the close of the special letter of the Home Director of the China
Inland Mission, the Rev. W. H. Aldis says in the October issue of
China's Millions: "The same faithful God Who supplied all our
needs during the four years of the Great War can and will send to us
adequate supplies. The silver and the gold are still His and we take
our stand upon His Word: 'Seek ye first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.'''
He then says, " May I close this already lengthy letter with a little
incident which came to me personally as a cheer and encouragement
and as a token for good from the Lord Himself ~ Two or three days
after the declaration of war I was walking up the drive at our headquarters when I saw a young man come in at the front gate. My first,
thought was that he was one of the stretcher-bearers who now occupy
one part of our front premises. But he rang a bell and inquired for
me. As I came up he handed me a little packet, saying, ' Here is a
small gift,' and then ran away. On opening the packet I saw it contained some treasury notes. I counted them, and to my amazement
the total was £92 10s. The unknown donor had disappeared and
there was no name inside the packet. A few days later a card reached
me, still without a name, but asking that the gift should be acknowledged as Matthew vi. 3, and this will be done in our next issue. . . .
We were all cheered and encouraged by this reminder of the Lord's
faithfulness."
(We may add that Matthew vi. 3 is, "But when thou doest thine
alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth."Editor.)
" LORD, purge the Church of those men, who, while their hearts are
in the Vatican, still eat the bread of the Establishment and undermine
her! "-The late Lord Shaftesbury.

536

The Gospel Magazine
~Ut

Jl)oung .folks' page.

PLAYING IN THE SAND.
I SAW three or four poor little children at play the other day. They
were having a fine time, making sand-pies. There seemed to be only
one bucket between them, and I could see no spades at all, but they
had turned out a splendid row of firm, shapely pies, and now they
were romping and rolling in the sand. I said it was only" the other
day that I saw them, and you might think it strange for children to
be playing at the seaside in winter-time. But it was not the seaside!
No, my walk had taken me down a street in a large town, a street
with a row of four-roomed houses on either side; and it was in the
gutter that the children had their playground. But it was real sand
that they were dabbling in, quite as good as if the waves were creeping
gently up; for during a war unusual .things will happen, and the
mound of sand was flanked by a neat pile of bricks, all ready for
putting up an air-raid shelter in somebody's back-yard. I looked
back at the little ones absorbed in play, and thought that perhaps
there was a lesson there for me. You remember how, when the
Lord Jesus was teaching His disciples, He called a little child to
Him, and set him in the midst. Perhaps he was just such a little
toddler as the pie-makers, for though he came at the call of Jesus,
we read that the Lord took him up in His arms. And then the
Lord Jesus said that His disciples, instead of quarrelling among
themselves as to which of them was the greatest, should be like that
little boy in lowliness and huri:J.ility. So in the same way, if we have
Christ for our Teacher, perhaps there is something to be learnt from
the children in the gutter.
This is what they seemed to say to me : We know quite well that
this sand is for an air-raid shelter, and that means that somehow
danger threatens. But it is no business of ours; the grown-ups will
take care of us. In fact, this sand and these bricks show that they
are taking care of us, and are thinking about our welfare. So there
can be no need for us to be unhappy or troubled; and meanwhile here
is this sand just ready for us to play with. Even a war may bring
some good thing. For no war, no shelters; no shelters, no sand-pies!
Of course, the children did not really say anything of the kind to
me. They did not even look up as I passed by, for they were much
too busy enjoying themselves; and in any case they were too young
to understand the meaning that a grown-up might see behind their'
play.
But if it is true that we are sons and daughters of the Lord God
Almighty, if God is really our Heavenly Father, then indeed it is our
privilege to be as free from care as the little ones at play. It would
seem to be claiming too much to say so, if it were not that we have
the Lord's own teaching in the matter. Did He not hold up even
the birds and the flowers as examples to us ~ "Live not in careful
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suspense," said the Saviour. God Who feeds the ravens, God Who
clothes the lilies, knows what things we need, and will give them to
all who seek His kingdom.
" 0 Lord, how happy should we be,
If we could cast our care on Thee,
If we from self could rest I
And feel at heart that One above,
In perfect wisdom, perfect love,
Is working for the best."

Do you not think it must be a happy state of things to have the
faith of a little child, leaving all responsibility to the Father in Heaven,
and making the most of present blessings, which He has given us richly
to enjoy ~ But this can only be if God really is your Father, if you
really are His child. " The Lord knoweth them that are His"; His
children are the ones who trust in Jesus to save them from their sins,
the ones whose hearts the Lord has opened. They were born just as
guilty and sinful as anyone else; but the Holy Spirit has prepared
their hearts to receive the Saviour, and given them the right to become
the sons of God. Though they are often still inclined to sin, yet the
blood of Jesus cleanses them from all sin, and the Lord is able to take
pleasure in His people, because He accepts them as perfect in Christ
Jesus.
If we can cast our care on God, looking up to Him in peace as
children to their father, then our hearts will be " at leisure from themselves," ready to do all we can to further the kingdom of God. With
true love for our country, we shall bring our cause before God, sighing
and crying for all the sins of England, and pleading for mercy in this
time of judgment. Remembering the dark countries which have
never heard the Name of Jesus, we shall help to send the Gospel to the
heathen who know Him not. We shall have thoughts to spare for our
neighbours, ready to rejoice in their joys, and sympathize with their
sorrows.
DAMARIS.

THE TIMES AND ISRAEL'S FUTURE.
THE second leading article of The Times for Nov. 7th, 1939, was
entitled " Migrant Peoples." It referred to the wholesale movement
of populations, especially of the Jews from Germany to Lublin in
Poland, following upon the German devastation of Poland. The
concluding words of the article were, "The others, Jew or Gentile,
must for the moment resign themselves to their sufferings, not forgetting
the prophet's promise :" , Fear not thou, 0 My servant Jacob, and be not dismayed, 0
Israel: for, behold, I will save thee from afar off, and thy seed from
the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and be in rest
and at ease, and none shall make him afraid.' "
The quotation is taken from Jeremiah xlvi. 27. Is it not remarkable that the leading London newspaper should thus suggest Divine
comfort to God's ancient people in their time of terrible suffering ~
36
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We read of the Army to take Volunteers, age limits
22 to 35, men to join units on November 15th, and further of a big
rush to join such units. This offers further opportunities to the
mission work for the further distribution of the Gospel of Christ.
Our friends will also rejoice to know that the mission has been enabled
to supply a large number of complete copies of the Bible through the
kindness of our friends. But alas, what are these among so many
and large numbers are continually wanted. Besides the Bibles we
have also been enabled to send out quantities of the New Testaments
containing His Majesty the King's Message-" To all serving in my
forces by sea, or land, or in the air, and indeed, to all my people
engaged in the defence of the Realm, I commend the reading of this
book. For centuries the Bible has been a wholesome and strengthening influence in our national life, and it behoves us in these momentous
days to turn with renewed faith to this Divine source of comfort and
inspiration." The Gospel of St. John also contains the same inspiring
message. The extra work involved in the Mission by this war will
somewhat delay the issue of the forthcoming Annual Report, but we
are slowly progressing with its preparation. As showing how eager
the distributors are for our literature, one writes, " Please accept my
sincere thanks for the splendid gift of Gospel literature which you
have so kindly sent us for distribution. I should like to assure you
that your gift is most useful, and we are now able to give more to our
men. For your kindly consideration of our urgent needs I would
again express my sincere thanks." More help is needed to enable me
to press forward in the book-mission work. Friends, pray for me.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4, November, 1939.
"EVERY stream should lead us to the fountain; and the favours
we receive from God should raise our admiration of the infinite
perfections there are in God."-Matthew Henry.
ARCHBISHOP MUSGRAVE, in his charge, 1849, says, " It has been proved
that our reformers, almost without exception, in the reigns of Edward
the Sixth, and especially of Queen Elizabeth, held the peculiar doctrines
of Calvin as to Election and Predestination, and Final Perseverance.
That all the baptized should be spiritually regenerated, was, in their
view, utterly impossible; therefore they could not intend, in the
formularies they drew up, to express such belief."-Quoted by Canon
A. R. Fausset.
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:Itn :ftlemOttam.
MRS. ADDERLEY, OF FARNBOROUGH, HANTS.
WE have received a letter from Mr. E. C. Adderley, dated Oct. 30th,
in which he says: "My dear mother was recently called suddenly
to her Heavenly Home to be for ever with the Lord. Whilst sojourning
here she much valued the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, to which she had been
a subscriber for many years.
"As a small token, in her memory, it gives me much pleasure to enclose
two pounds towards the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund. We are, of course,
continuing with the Magazine, and may the Lord continue to bless
and prosper you in your noble work." As our readers are scattered
far and wide, it follows that we have never had the privilege of meeting
a good many of them, to speak to them face to face. This is the case
in regard to the dear reader who is now in Heaven. What an infinite
mercy, however, it is that her son can with full assurance speak of her
as "for ever with the Lord." What a cheer it is also to us who are
left behind to know that "she much valued the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
to which she had been a subscriber for many years." How we need
to pray that the testimony of the Magazine may at all times be really
spiritually helpful to the many pilgrims to Zion who regularly read it.
We do not, of course, claim infallibility for its contents, but it is our
earnest desire and prayer that everyone of its pages may be fully in
harmony with the Word of God.
Occasionally, when a subscriber is called Home, there is no one left
to continue to subscribe to the Magazine. We are very glad that in
this case the family will continue to support the Magazine, and we
are very grateful for the gift for" the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund" sent
in memory of the loved one who has been called Home. Our tender
Christian sympathy is extended to all the members of the family.

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
TilE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund:A. B. R.
.. £4 0 0 Marsden, Mr. C.
. . £0 4 0
A Friend
0 3 0 Platts, Mr. and Mrs.
0 4 0
0 10 0
A Pilgrim (Per Miss L.
Pontifex, Mrs. E. S.
1 0 0
Ormiston)
0 5 0 Pounds, Mr. E. J.
A Widow's ThankofferS. A. U.
0 8 0
1
ilnlgM' E
0 10 00 Stevens, Mrs. A. M.
0 4 0
4
B u, lSS . . .
T
M
d M'
Haworth, Miss M.
0 6 0
revenor, rs. an
lSS 0
7 6
In Memory of Mrs.
Wallis, Mr. F. R.
0 15 0
Adderley, of FarnWhite, Mrs. L.
1 0 0
2 0 0 Yeates, Miss S. M.
0 1 6
borough, Hants
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A FAITHFUL PROPHET.
" As the Lord liveth, what the Lord saith unto me, that will I speak."
This was the deliberate resolve of the prophet Micaiah, the son of
Imlah. He was contemporary with Elijah, though the two men do
not seem to have met. His testimony was hateful to Ahab, the
idolatrous king of Israel. That king had determined to wrest Ramoth
in Gilead from the hands of the Syrians. Jehoshaphat agreed to
join forces with him in this effort. Ahab's false prophets united in
urging their master to undertake the campaign, and assured him of
success. "The Lord (they said) shall deliver it into the king's hand."
To satisfy Jehoshaphat, Micaiah, a prophet of Jehovah, was sent for.
The messenger, sent to call him, told him that with one mouth the
other prophets, about four hundred in number, spake good unto the
king, and he said, " Let thy word, I pray thee, be like the word of one
of them, and speak that which is good." Micaiah, however, declared,
in the words already quoted, that he would only speak the word which
the Lord might put into his mouth. What an example to all true
messengers of God ! .
The word of God should be spoken though it runs counter to the
leading men of the world. The message which Micaiah was commissioned to deliver foretold the fall of Ahab. It prophesied disaster to
his expedition. Yet Micaiah spake the Lord's message. It would
have been easier to deliver a message pleasing to the king, but the
prophet felt he must, before all things, please God. "Do I seek to
please men ~ " asks the apostle. "If I yet pleased men, I should not
be the servant of Christ." The word of God should be spoken though
it offends some of God's own children. Jehoshaphat was a servant of
God, but he was in the wrong in allying himself to Ahab. He had
said, " I am as thou art, my people as thy people, my horses as thy
horses," and he doubtless anticipated success in the enterprise. Jehu,
the son of Hanani the seer, subsequently rebuked him for this sin.
"Shouldest thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate the
Lord ~ Therefore is wrath upon thee from before the Lord." It was
painful to Micaiah virtually to condemn Jehoshaphat by his faithful
testimony, but if true servants of God make worldly alliances their
sin cannot be condoned. Jehoshaphatism, as the late Miss Emily
Holt called it, is one of the sins of the present time. The fraternizing
of Evangelicals with Sacerdotalists is becoming increasingly common,
and is causing intense pain to many faithful servants of God. Such
are bound, therefore, humbly and firmly to draw attention to that
word of God which says, "What communion hath light with
darkness ~" Surely if Evangelicalism is the light of God's truth,
Sacerdotalism is darkness, and how can lovers of the one have fellowship with lovers of the other ~
The Word of God should be spoken though it runs counter to the
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views of leading ecclesiastics. Ahab's four hundred prophets were
popular at court. They were the leading men in religious circles, but
they were Ahab's prophets, not the prophets of Jehovah. They took
the name of Jehovah on their lips, but their hearts were far from Him.
They had not been sent by the Lord. They were time-servers, and
their testimony was false. It originated with themselves. It was not
a message from God. Against these men Micaiah, the true prophet
of Jehovah, spake the Word of the Lord. Though he stood alone, he
dared to say what the Lord had given him to speak. Faithful men
in all ages have been out of harmony with the leaders of the professing
Church. It was so with Jeremiah, Isaiah, and the apostles. It was
so with the martyrs of the sixteenth century and the Evangelicals of
the eighteenth century. Our Lord Himself was condemned by the
chief priests and scribes. The true messenger of God must be prepared
to be in the minority and to stand alone.
The Word of God should be spoken though it brings persecution to
the speaker. "Put this fellow in the prison, and feed him with bread
of affiiction and with water of affiiction, until I come in peace," was
the command of Ahab concerning Micaiah. Micaiah doubtless
expected this treatment, but, like Paul, the great apostle to the Gentiles,
he could say, "None of these things move me."
The Word of God should be spoken in reference to sin and its penalty.
Why did Ahab fall at Ramoth-Gilead 1 Because of his sin. His
death was a Divine punishment. He had sold himself to work wickedness, and judgment followed. One part of the message which faithful
ministers should deliver is the teaching of Scripture concerning sin and
its penalty. "All have sinned and come short of the glory of God."
By nature and by practice all without exception are transgressors of
God's law, and the wages of their sin is death. Men need to be humbled
in the dust with a sense of their sin and their danger ere they will flee
for refuge to Christ.
Finally the Word of God should be spoken in reference to salvation,
life, and glory. That Word not only lays bare the sinner's sin, but it
announces the sinner's Saviour. We well remember hearing a prominent preacher say, many years ago, that "Sermons· should send a
man away saying, ' What a sinner I am, but what a Christ I've got! ' "
The Word of God tells of a Divinely sent Saviour; of an atoning
Saviour, a mighty Saviour, an upholding Saviour, a comforting Saviour,
a glorifying Saviour. Such a Saviour we need in these dark and
solemn times, and such a Saviour is the great theme of the Word of
God. His blood cleanses the trusting sinner from all sin. He upholds
and keeps those who believe on Him, He comforts them in the sorrows
and trials of the present, and He is coming to receive, welcome, and
glorify them when the appointed hour has come for His descent from
heaven. This is our hope, and the anticipation of His glorious appearing is intended to cheer the hearts of His people in these troublous
times. Faithful ministers are bidden to preach the Word. "He that
hath My Word, let him speak My Word faithfully."
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CONFESSION.

THE second Book of Homilies on James v. 16, "Confess your faults
one to another," remarks: "By this the priests are as much bound
to confess to the lay people as the lay people to the priest. Who is
the true priest, but He which is the priest for ever,· after the order of
Melchisedec 1 We ought to acknowledge none other priest for deliverance from sins but our Saviour, Who, being our Sovereign Bishop,
doth with the sacrifice of His body and blood, offered once for ever
upon the altar of the Cross, most effectually cleanse the spiritual
leprosy, and wash away the sins of all those that with true confession
of the same do flee unto Him. If any find themselves troubled in
conscience, they may repair to their pastor, or some other godly
learned man, and show their trouble to them, that they may receive
at their hand the comfortable salve of God's Word; but it is against
true Christian liberty that any be bound to the numbering of his sins,
as in the time of blindness and ignorance."

lLtehteb.ls anlJ jl.ottttf:' of 15ootf:'.
MARTIN LUTHER'S COMMENTARY ON THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS.
Edited by John Prince Fallowes, M.A., Pembroke College,
Cambridge. Pp. 408. Price 5s. net. (Harrison Trust, 49,
Berners Street, London, W.l.)
We feel that the Harrison Trust has done well to reprint in good
type this handsome volume of Luther's Commentary on the Epistle
to the Galatians. The English translation of this famous commentary
was undertaken by the Rev. Erasmus Middleton,B.D., Rector of
Turvey, Bedfordshire, and it was published in the year 1850. Singularly enough Mr. Middleton was for a time the Editor of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. The Editor of this new edition says he only knows of
one man who has read this Commentary. We can well believe it.
Although we have had the edition of 1850 in our possession for many
years we only began to read it a few months ago, and we find we have
read about 280 pages so far. This neglect of the old writings of our
Reformers and Puritans is a sign of the times. The age is such a busy
one that readers and students are scarce. Even the Bible itself is
largely a neglected Book. The generality of Evangelical Christians
read little of solid literature, and even ministers of the Gospel fail for
the most part to give themselves fully to definite study. The result
is the flabby theology of these times, and the readiness on the part of
many to be led astray by novel teaching. "This Commentary," says
the Editor, "might have been written against the false apostles of
the Anglo-Catholic movement, who have revived in the Church of
England the doctrine of justification by faith and works. Also, these
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teachers who would go back to the old errors, thrown off at the Reformation of religion, would bind men's consciences with so-called laws of
the Church, such as the necessity of receiving the Sacrament of the
Lord's supper fasting; the enormity, as they make it, of evening
Communion; children's eucharists, and non-communicating attendance; the rule and necessity of confession and absolution."
Luther says of the doctrine of justification (page xi of this volume),
" Although it be never so well known, yet the devil, who rageth continually, seeking to devour us, is not dead. Likewise our flesh and
old man is yet alive.. Besides this, all kinds of temptations do vex
and oppress us on every side; so that this doctrine can never be taught,
urged, and repeated enough. If this doctrine is lost, then is also the
doctrine of truth, life and salvation, also lost and gone. If this
doctrine flourish, then all good things flouris~; religion, the true service .
of God, the glory of God, the right knowledge of all things which are
necessary for a Christian man to know." In other words, Luther
taught that the doctrine of justification by faith only is " the article
of a standing or falling Church." This great doctrine is strongly
emphasized by Luther in this Commentary, and there can be no doubt
that it needs to be more fully, universally, and constantly taught in
the present day.
Dr. Griffith Thomas, in his comments on Article XI, says, "Our
Lord's perfect obedience even unto death, His payment of the penalty
due to our transgression, His spotless righteousness, the whole merit
of His Divine Person and atoning work, form the ground of our justification. The merit is reckoned to us, put to our account. God looks
at us in Him, not only as pardoned, but as righteous. This is the
great and satisfying doctrine of the imputed righteousness of Christ
which is clearly taught by the Article (XI) as meritorious on our
behalf" (Principles of Theology, p. 190).
Yet who ever hears now of the doctrine of imputed righteousness ~
Is there a single bishop on the bench who teaches it ~ Do the leaders
in the Free Churches teach it ~ Is it clearly held and taught even
in professed Evangelical pulpits ~ If only this Commentary now
issued were largely purchased and its teaching on justification studied
and grasped, and the same teaching as set forth in such commentaries
as Hodge on the Romans also studied and grasped, there would be
a real revival of Bible and Reformation theology on this great Gospel
doctrine. The opposite doctrine is the essential teaching of Rome
and her Anglo-Catholic imitators, as the late Bishop McIlvaine has
shown. All the paraphernalia of Romanism and Ritualism may be
entirely swept away, and yet if the doctrine of justification by works
is taught in the pulpit, the essential error of Rome remains.
Bunyan's testimony to this Commentary is well worth recalling.
He says, " Methinks I must let fall before all men-I do prefer this
book of Martin Luther upon the Galatians (excepting the Holy Bible)
before all the books that ever I had seen, as most fit for a wounded
conscience" (see Grace Abounding, Sections 129, 130).

544

The Gospel 1\1 agazine

In reading this Commentary we have been much impressed with
Luther's virile language in reference to the Pope and popery . We
live in days when the leaders in the Churches seem anxious to colla bor ate
with the Pope in promoting peace, and when the unscriptural character
of Romanism is largely ignored. In contrast, it is refreshing to read
the manly attitude of Luther towards that Church from which he felt
obliged to sever himself, when his eyes had been opened to see its
gross departure from Scriptural truth. Physicians tell us that we
often need change of air and scene for our bodily health. A change
in our reading is also needful for our mental health. Constant reading
of war news tells badly on the nerves. We would recommend that
half an hour be spent every day in reading this new volume, until it
is finished. The change from reading the war news would be highly
beneficial for the mind.
My POOKET COMPANION FOR 1940.
2s.4d.

Price 2td., post free; 13 copies,

ROYAL MESSAGES FROM THE KING'S BOOK. Price l~d.; 13 copies,
Is. 2d. (Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London,
E.C.4.)
This is the twenty-fifth year of the issue of My Pocket Companion.
It will be found as attractive as ever. Besides the Calendar, there
are about 32 pages of interesting matter, the chief theme of which is
The Home.
Royal Messages from the Ki'ng's Book is neatly got up and consists
of a page of Bible readings for one month. This is specially designed
for circulation among soldiers, sailors, airmen, and munition workers.
It can easily be carried in the pocket.

"MORE SAFE."
" ALONE with none but Thee, my God,
I journey on my way.
Why need I fear it ~ Thou art near,
o King of night and day.
More safe am I, within Thy hand,
Than if a host did round me stand."

END OF VOLUME LXXIV.-NEW SERIES.
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