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HEART FAILURE AND DIVINE STRENGTH.
" My flesh and my heart faileth: but GoD is the stre:ngth of my
heart, and my portion for ever."-PSALM lxxiii. 26.

"TRULY GOD is good to Israel, even to such as are of a clean
heart." Such are the opening words of this Psalm, and they
declare a truth which GOD'S people should never forget. Whatever their circumstances it is always true that GOD is good to
the Israel of GoD. To such as are of a clean heart, He is good.
To such as have been cleansed in the fountain of CHRIST'S blood,
He is good. They are His sanctified and justified people. They
are the called according to His purpose. Foreknown and loved
from eternity, they are called and justified in time, and of them
it is said, " All things work together for good to them that love
GoD, to them who are the called according to His purpose"
(Rom. viii. 28).
Thus GOD is always good to them. He it is Who worketh all
things after the counsel of His Own will for their present and
eternal good. "The LoRD is good; His mercy is everlasting;
and His truth endureth to all generations" (Ps. c. 5).
Yet, though the LORD is unchangeably good to His people,
there are times when it seeIUS to be otherwise. The Psalmist
began to compare his circumstances with those of the ungodly.
He became envious when he saw the prosperity of the wicked.
He grudged them their greater material prosperity. "They are
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not in trouble like other men, neither are they plagued like other
men." This may often be true for a time.
Along with this prosperity he noticed they were full of pride
and cruelty. "They speak loftily. They set their mouth against
the heavens, and their tongue walketh through the earth." They
even questioned the omniscience of GOD. They said, "How doth
GoD know ~ and is there knowledge in the most High ~" These
men "prosper in the world; they increase in riches."
The Psalmist, however, although he was one of GOD'S people,
was obliged to say, " All the day long have I been plagued, and
chastened every morning." It seemed as if the godly were very
much worse off than the ungodly and that there is no advantage
in being numbered amongst the children of GOD. "Verily I have
cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocency."
It is no advantage, he seems to say, that I am cleansed from all
sin in the precious blood of CHRIST. It is no advantage that
through grace my life and walk are comparatively innocent.
This led the Psalmist to try to find out a solution of this problem.
But he says, "When I thought to know this, it was too painful
for me; until I went into the sanctuary of GOD; then understood I their end." The meaning seems to be, he drew near to
GoD, Who dwelt amongst His people in the holy of holies. He
sought for enlightenment through the teaching of the SPIRIT.
Then he saw that the ungodly prosper for a time, but their end
is destruction and desolation. "Surely Thou didst set them in
slippery places: Thou castedst them down into destruction. How
are they brought into desolation, as in a moment! They are
utterly consumed with terrors." Divine judgment comes upon
them. Then they lose all their wealth and glory and they die
without CHRIST, without hope, and without GOD. All their
prosperity and glory are but temporary, and they die without any
prospect of eternal blessedness.
Another Psalm teaches the same truth. "I have seen the
wicked in great power, and spreading himself like a green bay
tree. Yet he passed away, and 10, he was not; yea, I sought
him, but he could not be found. Mark the perfect man, and
behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace. But the
transgressors shall be destroyed together; the end of the wicked
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shall be cut off. But the salvation of the righteous is of the
LORD: He is their strength in the time of trouble" (Ps. xxxvii.
35-39).
The Psalmist, then, was foolish and ignorant in the thoughts
which he allowed to occupy his mind in regard to the ungodly.
In contrast to them he could say, "I am continually with Thee:
Thou hast holden me with my right hand." Continually I experience Thy presence and Thy upholding power. Thou shalt guide
me now with Thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory.
True, I have my trials, and it may be I am poor in regard to
worldly possessions, but after this life my G1:>D will receive me
into" His eternal glory by CHRIST JESUS" (1 Peter v. 10).
Hence, though "My flesh and my heart faileth, GOD is the
strength of my heart, and my portion for ever." Now let us
think of these words which occur in the latter part of this seventythird Psalm. They speak of three things: (1) Failure of heart;
(2) Divine strength; and (3) An eternal portion.
1. First, let us think of the believer's heart failures.
a. First, his heart mn,y fail within him from a deep sense of htf!
sins. This was David's experience. "For innumerable evils have
compassed me about: mine iniquities have taken hold upon me
so that I am not able to look up; they are more than the hairs
of mine head: therefore my heart faileth me" (Ps. xl. 12).
It is well if we realize the enormity and manifold character of
our sins. A deep sense of our sinfulness and of our manifold
transgressions is calculated to humble us to the dust before GOD.
Yet it need not and should not cause despair. The believer is
bidden to come boldly to the throne of grace to obtain mercy,
and we are told that "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John i. 9). "The blood of JESUS CHRIST His SON
cleanseth u~from all sin" (1 John i. 7). The penitent and believing
sinner, who comes to GOD for the first time, is assured that GOD
will " abundantly pardon" (Isa. Iv. 7).
Thus we need not despair in our hearts, but we do well to be
humble and to remember that it is not by works of righteousness
which we have done that G1:>D saves us. Our salvation is wholly
due to His unmerited grace.
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b. Secondly, the believer's heart may fail when he sees the prosperity
of the wicked.
But though GoD does not always endow His people with riches,
yet He never allows them to want. "There is no want to them
that fear Him"; "No good thing will He withhold from them
that walk uprightly" (Ps. xxxiv. 9; !xxxiv. 11).
It is not only the present prosperity of the ungodly that we
should notice. We need to think of their end in this life, and of
their awful eternal future in the world to come. Who would not
prefer the lot of Lazarus to that of the rich man 1 Lazarus was
poor in this world's goods, but he was rich in faith, and an heir
of the l.'ingdom. When he died he was carried by the angels into
blessedness. The rich man had to leave all his wealth behind him,
and then "in hell" he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and
his state was eternally fixed. He was for ever shut out from the
blessedness of heaven.
We need to sit loose to all earthly wealth, earthly honour, and
earthly greatness. What will it profit if we gain the whole world
and lose our own souls 1 They only are happy who are reconciled
to GOD through the blood of His SON and who are, through grace,
heirs of the heavenly kingdom which He hath promised to them
that love Him.
We are writing at a time when air raids are becoming co=on,
and, as a result, the hearts even of GOD'S people are in danger of
failing. True, an air raid is a very solemn event. Coming in the
dead of night, the shaking of your windows naturally makes you
wonder what may happen. Yet GOD Himself is our refuge and
strength. He is our very present help in trouble. Therefore let
us seek by His grace to say, "We will not fear, though the earth
be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst
of the sea; though the waters thereof roar and be troubled,
though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof" (Ps.
xlvi. 1-3).
In any case, " The LORD of hosts is with us; the GOD of Jacob
is our refuge." Let us seek for grace to say, "Behold, GoD is
my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid" (Isa. xii. 2). Whatever be thy trials, say to thy soul, "Why art thou cast down,
o my soul 1 and why art thou disquieted within me 1 Hope
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thou in GOD: for I shall yet praise Him, Who is the health of my
countenance and my GOD" (Ps. xlii. 11). Be of good cheer!
" He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."
2. Secondly, let us think of the believer's strength.
This reminds us of John Newton. He says:"No strength of our own,
No goodness we claim;
Our trust is all placed
In JESU'S great name;
In this our strong tower,
For safety we hide;
The LORD is our power:
The LORD will provide."
GoD Himself is the strength of our hearts. His strength is
all-sufficient for His people's needs. "I can do all things through
CHRIST Which strengtheneth me" (Phi!. iv. 13).
It is abiding strength; for He says, "I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee" (Heb. xiii. 5).
It is strength which is assured to all His people. He says, "Fear
thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy
GOD: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will
uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness" (Isa. xli. 10).
It is strength which is available at all times. " He giveth power
to the faint; and to them that have no might He increaseth
strength. . . . They that wait upon the LORD shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall
run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint"
(Isa. xl. 29, 31).
Thus, over against our timid, weak, and failing hearts, is Divine
strength. He is the refuge and strength of all His people. Of
whom, then, and of what, should they be afraid 1
3. Thirdly, think of the believer's eternal portion.
" GOD is my portion for ever." He is the believer's portion now.
What a rich portion He is. "The earth is the LORD'S, and the
fulness thereof, the world, and they that dwell therein."
The believer, then, has a rich GOD and FATHER. All the wealth
of the whole world is His. We need not be envious at the wicked.
Our GOD has all the wealth of the world at His disposal, and all
the men of the world are under His control, so that He can so
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order all events by His providence that He can supply all our
needs according to His riches in glory by CHRIST JESUS.
All His attributes are on the side of His redeemed people. His
power, His goodness, His mercy, and His faithfulness, are all
brought into exercise even now for the benefit of all His people.
" This GOD is our GoD for ever and ever."
Then, He is our everlasting portion. All through eternity He will
be our GOD and we shall be His people, the objects of His eternal
and abiding love. He has begotten us unto an inheritance which
is incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away. He has
called us to His eternal glory by CHRIST JESUS. Hence, however,
the ungodly may seem to have more advantages than we have,
their advantages are only temporary. Eternal blessings are ours.
A grand prospect is in front of us.
Be of good courage, then, in spite of your sins and unworthiness,
in spite of the prosperity and pride of the ungodly, and in spite
of present testings of your faith. The GoD Who reigns in the
universe is your everlasting portion, and nothing can separate you
from His love.
THE EDITOR
(Thorruu; Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Btoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

ROMANS VIII. 29, 30, 33.
WRITING about this passage, Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones says: "It is
surely one of the most highly theological passages in the Bible. Listen
to some of the terms that are used. 'Foreknowledge," predestination,'
'justification,' 'glorification,' 'the elect.' These are the great and
characteristic words of theology, the words that have been hated and
abominated so heartily by all who demand and insist upon a ' religion
that does something.' Yet these are the words that are used as an
integral part of his message by this loving apostle, who had himself
suHered so much, as he writes to men and women who were exposed
to sufferings and trials which we can scarcely imagine. He conveys
his comfort and consolation to them in this passage which probably
contains more pure theology, and which has probably led to more
argument and discussion and disputation than any other individual
passage in the whole of the Bible."-Why does God Allow War?
pp. 107, 108.
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FEARING THE LORD, YET WALKING IN
DARKNESS.
" Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of
His Servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? Let
him trust in the name oj the Lord, and stay upon his God."ISAIAH I. 1O.

THIS question was originally addressed to the remnant of God's
true people amongst the people of Israel (see chapter xlix. 14, 22,
23). Although the people of Israel as a nation were Divinely chosen
and loved, they were not all chosen unto salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth. The really godly
amongst them were only a remnant according to the election of
grace, and it is this remnant who are addressed in this question,
" Who is among you that feareth the Lord 1" You are not all
walking in the fear of the Lord, but those amongst you who have
the fear of the Lord in your hearts and yet are walking in darkness
and have no light, let such trust in the name of the Lord and
stay upon their God.
This question is suitable for the present time, as well as for the
time in which the prophet Isaiah lived. Christendom is composed of people who profess and call themselves Christians, but
there can be no doubt that a large number are Christians only in
name. Amongst the great body of professing Christians there are
a considerable number of possessing Christians, Christians who
through Divine grace possess the faith of God's elect, Christians
who possess Christ as their indwelling Saviour, Christians who
possess the Holy Spirit as their indwelling Sanctifier, Teacher,
Comforter, and Guide. To such this question is addressed.
It is a question suitable for this time of war. It will also be
suitable when the war is over. Let us ponder it in the Lord's
name, and in dependence on the Spirit's aid.
1. First, notice it is a question which has reference to those only
who fear the Lord.
This does not mean those who dread the Lord and who are

•
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filled with slavish fear of Him. But it refers to those who reverence His name, His Word, and His day. Such people have experienced His regenerating and saving power, and His justifying grace.
They are described by the prophet Jeremiah, when, speaking
through him, God says, "I will give them one heart, and one way,
that they may fear Me for ever, for the good of them, and of their
children after them: and I will make an everlasting Covenant
with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them
good; but I will put My fear in their hearts, that they shall not
depart from Me" (Jer. xxxii. 39, 40).
Thus those who fear the Lord are those to whom He has given
a new heart. He has put His law in their inward parts, and
written it in their hearts. He has forgiven their iniquity through
the blood of their Divine Surety, and has promised to remember
their sin no more. They owe it to His infinite grace that they
have been regenerated, effectually called, justified, and pardoned.
They are thus, a people distinct from an ungodly world, and
from mere nominal professors. They stand in contrast to those
who are walking in the broad way. Of them the apostle says,
" There is no fear of God before their eyes" (Rom. iii. 18).
To those who really fear the Lord, then, the prophet addresses
this question. To the elect remnant he speaks. In Noah's time
there was a small remnant. In Elijah's time there was a remnant
of 7000. In the apostle's time this remnant is described as those
who were " walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of
the Holy Ghost" (Acts ix. 31). How beautiful it is to read
of this remnant in Malachi's days: " Then they that feared the
Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hearkened, and
heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for
them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His name.
And they shall be Mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when
I make up My jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth
his own son that serveth him" (Mal. iii. 16, 17).
The Lord takes notice of them that fear Him. He takes notice
of their conversation and of their thoughts, and He intends to
own them as His special treasure in a day yet future. He has
a special message for such. Do we belong to this company, the
company of those who fear the Lord and think upon His name ¥
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2. Secondly, this question has reference to those who obey the voice
of J ehovah's Servant.
Who is His Servant 1 It is He of Whom J ehovah Himself
speaks, when He says, "Behold, My Servant, Whom I uphold;
Mine Elect in Whom My soul delighteth" (Isa. xlii. 1, compared
with Matt. xii. 17, 18). It is J ehovah's "righteous Servant"
Who bore the iniquities of His people in His Own body on the
tree (Isa. liii. 11, 12). It is our Lord Jesus Christ, Who "took
upon Him the form of a servant," in order that in obedience to
His Father's will He might redeem His people, by enduring the
death of the cross in their stead (PhiI. ii. 7, 8). He, our Lord
Jesus Christ, took upon Himself the form of a Servant that He
might by His obedience unto death secure the justification of His
people.
To that people He stands in the relationship of Shepherd, and
He says, "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they
follow Me: and I give unto them eternal life; and they shall
never perish." Thus Christ's sheep are they who obey the voice
of Jehovah's Servant. They know His voice and they follow Him.
Here we have another mark of the remnant according to the
election of grace. Their life of obedience to Christ shows that
they are walking consistently with their high calling. They live not
unto themselves, but unto Him Who died for them and rose again.
3. Thirdly, this question has reference to God's people when they
walk in darkness.
Is darkness, then, a part of their experience 1 Doubtless it
often is. True, the Lord says, "I am the Light of the world:
he that followeth Me shall oot walk in darkness, but shall have the
light of life" (John viii. 12). They are turned from spiritual
darkness to light. They are delivered from the power of darkness
and translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son. They shall
never again walk in the darkness of the broad way that leads to
destruction. Yet they may experience darkness while walking in
the narrow way.
Sometimes they may feel enveloped in natural darkness. Paul
was one who feared the Lord and obeyed the voice of His Servant,
yet on one occasion, "Neither sun nor stars in many days appeared,
and no small tempest lay on us, and all hope that he and those
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with him should be saved was taken away." That was a dark
experience, but it was followed by a time of light and hope. An
angel of God stood by him and assured him that all on board
would be saved. (See Acts xxvii. 20-24.)
Sometimes, even often, they will experience the darkness of
persecution. What a dark experience was that of Joseph, when
through the hatred of his brethren he was sold as a slave into
Egypt.
Micah was in darkness when his foes may have been those of
his own household. But he said, "When I sit in darkness, the
Lord shall be a light unto me. " (See Micah vii. 6-9.)
Paul and Silas were in the darkness of persecution when placed
in the inner dungeon at Philippi.
All the saints of God are more or less called to experience the
darkness of persecution.
Then there is the darkness of manifold trials of our faith.
Abraham's experience was a very dark one, when he was bidden
to offer his beloved and only son for a burnt-offering.
• Job's case was awfully dark when the Lord allowed Satan to
deprive him of all his family and all his property.
God's people may, like Joseph, Paul, Abraham, and Job, be
walking in the path of obedience, and yet they may have dark
experIences.
National darkness is another form of darkness which may come
to the godly as well as the ungodly. This time of war is a time
of great darkness for our nation-a darkness unexampled in our
history. All national calamities, such as war, famine, pestilence,
and earthquakes, are times of darkness.
The Lord's people, thus, may often be walking in darkness
apart from any special sin. This question of the prophet teaches
us plainly that we are not exempt from dark experiences, even
though the Lord has made us His people, and even though He
ever delights in us.
4. Fourthly, the question is followed by a Divinely inspired exhortation : " Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the
voice of His Servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light ~ "
Well, what next ~ Note the words, "Let him trust in the name
of the Lord, and stay upon his God."
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When you are walking in darkness and have no light, then is
the time for faith to be in lively exercise. Note Toplady's words :"When we in darkness walk
Nor feel the heavenly flame,
Then is the time to trust our God,
And rest upon His name."
Why should we trust in the name of the Lord when we are
walking in darkness ~
One reason is that "the darkness and light are both alike to
Him" (Ps. cxxxix. 12). He can see us in the dark as well as
in the light, and He can be our help in the dark as well as in the
light.
Another reason for trusting in Him when we are in the dark
is that dark experiences do not separate us from His love. "Neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which
is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom. viii. 38, 39).
We should still trust in His name, too, because dark experiences
do not annul His promises. He abideth faithful to all His promises,
whatever our experiences may be.
He takes pleasure in His people at least just as much when
they are walking in darkness as when they are walking in light.
They can say, "He knoweth the way that I take: when He hath
tried me, I shall come forth as gold" (Job xxiii. 10).
Trust in Him, then, at all times, ye people of God. Pour out
your heart before Him. He is our refuge in the dark as well as
in the light. He is our strong Tower. His people run unto Him
and are safe. "Trust ye in the Lord for ever." He keeps him
in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Him. "They that trust
in the Lord shall be as mount Zion, which cannot be removed,
but abideth for ever" (Ps. ex-xv. 1).
He putteth a difference between the godly and the ungodly.
"Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: but he that trusteth in
the Lord, mercy shall compass him about" (Ps. xxxii. 10). Even
in the darkness mercy shall compass those who trust in the Lord.
We emphasize, then, the exhortation both to ourselves and to our
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readers, and we say, "Ye that fear the Lord, trust in the Lord:
He is their help and their shield" (Ps. cxv. 11).
" The people of His choice,
He will not cast away;
Yet do not always here expect
On Tabor's mount to stay.
" Soon shall our doubts and fears
Subside at His control;
His lovingkindness shall break through
The midnight of the soul.
" Wait till the shadows flee;
Wait thy appointed hour,
Wait till the Bridegroom of thy soul
Reveals His sovereign power.
" Blest is the man, 0 God,
That stays himself on Thee!
Who waits for Thy salvation, Lord,
Shall Thy salvation see."
(Toplady.)
THE EDITOR.

THE TIMES AND "THE ONLY GIVER OF VICTORY."
The Ti1M8 in its leading article on Trafalgar Day (Oct. 21st), referring
to Nelson, the great Admiral, reminded its readers that Nelson in his
dying prayer committed himself and the just cause entrusted to him
to h1s Maker, and it fully recognizes that, in the greater battle in which
we are engaged, God alone can give us the victory.
The article says :" Last of all in his dying prayer the great Admiral thought of himself,
committing his life to his Maker and praying for God's blessing on his
endeavours to serve his country faithfully. 'To Him I resign myself,'
he ended, 'and the just cause that is entrusted to me to defend.'
That ultimate resignation must be echoed by all whose life's work is
on the sea and especially to those who fight upon it. They live too
close to the vast forces that control the winds and tides ever to forget
that, when all has been done that human valour can do, the issue must
be left in the hands of a higher power. So it was in 1588, when' God
blew with His winds and they were scattered'; so it was when Nelson
saved the liberty of his country; and so it is to-day. 'Except the
Lord keep the city the watchman waketh but in vain.' The steel of
our ships is staunch; the hearts of our seamen are still hearts of oak;
but these things alone do not avail in the sight of the only giver of
vistory, to whom we commend our cause, not boasting that we are
strong to defend it, but humbly pleading our trust that it is in harmony
with His purpose for the world."
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1lJl1grim Japers.
WELLSPRINGS.
" There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God."-IIEBREWS iv. 9.

IN April I was led to write upon that precious and comforting word
of the Lord Jesus to His weary ones. "Come unto Me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matt. xi. 28),
and I endeavoured to lead the thoughts off our weariness to Jesus,
as the alone rest and satisfying portion of His sin-sick and wayworn
people. For the call to rest implies that those to whom the call is
directed are experiencing anytlting but rest. The same call also
implies that they alone hear, who have been made to feel there is no
rest anywhere else, and, like Noah's dove, there is no rest for the sole
of their feet elsewhere than in the ark of their salvation. And then as
life and pilgrim path is further pursued, oh, how much the cltildren of
God meet with to cast them down and deject their spirits; and how
constantly do they have the felt need of fleeing unto Him, the Alone
Rest of His people, to ltide them! The soul that can say in the language
of dear Bonar's hymn :U

I came to Jesus as I was,

Weary and worn and sad,
I found in Him a resting-place,
And He has made me glad."

can sing daily of further deliverances and help and consolation in
coming again and again to find Him, the unchangeably faithful Friend,
under all circumstances and conditions. He is the "dear Refuge of
our weary soul" under all the sorrows by the way. Rest! What a
lovely word it is! Did you ever feel it more acceptably sweet than
in these stormy, dangerous days of this awful conflict? Wars without
and fightings of a spiritual warfare within, how could the weary soul
go on, except as borne up in those everlasting arms and carried in the
bosom of eternal love! Fears and forebodings, terror oft-times when
the deadly weapons threaten to hurl us into eternity, and yet there
is calm and rest and quiet confidence !
The Rest Himself draws near, whispers His own words of tender
love and compassion, Lo, I am with you, and draws the weary ones to
His heart of love and bids them rest upon the precious promises spoken
for their comfort. Rest ? Yes, many a persecuted, downtrodden saint
has found the sweetness of that word in all its reality, though behind
iron bars and suffering banishment for conscience' sake. Rest is the
sweet word the tired labourers and missionaries in the far-off lands
find to their consolation, and the faithful ministers of the Gospel at
home, when they see not the frnits of their labour in an abundant
harvest. They are brought to rest in the faithfulness of the Divine
Promiser Who will see to it, that His Word shall not return unto Him
void. Oh! what a lovely word of promise and hope we have here!
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Rest is absence from fear; from all that would annoy and disturb
our comfort. It is the antithesis of labour and toil, which was consequene upon the curse of the fall, when our first parents had to learn
by bitter and lasting experience what it meant to pass out of the
place of rest and peace, to work by the sweat of the brow! Separation
from God! The hiding of His face; broken communion! Oh, that
was worst of all! The mourning of an absent God! Walking in
darkness without the light of life! Oh, these are our worst times,
beloved, but they make the word upon which we are writing, all the
sweeter when our souls are again returned unto their rest, and can
testify in humble gratitude how "the Lord hath dealt bountifully
with them." And remember that the dealing thus " bountifully"
with us, is the fruits of His passion and bought for His people with
His precious blood.
"There's ne'er a gift His hand bestows
But cost His heart a groan." (Watts).

This leads us off from ourselves to Him Who is the all-worthy One,
Whose rest shall be glorious, achieved as it was at such tremendous cost.
And thus amid cloud and sunshine, hope and fear, darkness and
light, the shinings of His face of love and the hidings of His face,
through our sins, we journey on, proving daily something of the sweetness of our word" Rest." We are reminded of it week by week, when
the day of rest comes round, and we recall how oft and passing sweet
that holy day has been to the soul of the believer in all ages since that
first day of the week that saw the Redeemer rise from the tomb and
appear to His dejected disciples. Sweet, I say, has been the day of
rest to our souls as a day of worsbip, and we have loved to meet with
His people in the assembling of the saints, to sing His praises, to hear
His word faithfully proclaimed, and to linger in the courts of His house
of prayer. The unseemly practice of hurrying through the services;
the closing "up to time"; the mutilating parts of our beautiful
Church service, which is so fully adapted and suitable to our times
of need and state-these things are to be deplored to-day, and greatly
humble us as we consider how little of our time and services are given
to worship Him on His day, Who will have a worshipping people
and a waiting people, a people called to wait upon and for their God;
to worship Him in the beauty of holiness; to sit before the Lord, as
did King David, to hear what God the Lord shall speak unto His
people. I used to love singing with the saints in days gone by, a
sweet hymn of dear Charlotte Elliott's ;" Now Jet our heavenly plants and Dowers
Diffuse a fragrance more Divine;
Refreshed by the sweet Sabbath showers
With richer beauty they should shine.
We have been wafted for a while
Far, far away from this low scene;
Been cheered by our Redeemer's smile,
Been suffered on His breast to lean.
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" What has He taught us? what should be
The fruit of intercourse so blest?
Oh, sbould not all around us see
His image in our souls imprest?
"\.yithin this ivory palace fair
,"Ve entered, a much favoured train ;
Myrrb, aloes, cassia, filled tbe air,
OUT garments should the scent Teta-in."

Oh, how lovely have been such sabbaths to our souls! and how
sacred "the preparation of the sabbath," the laying aside all the
concerns of the past week and the approaching our God for a renewed
blessing on the morrow. And if for some of us now active service is
denied by His unerring will, yet there is still the blessed privilege of
bringing other names to the mercy-seat, that the ministers of the
everlasting Gospel; the leaders of Bible classes, the superintendents
and teachers of Sunday schools, the sower by the wayside may each
and all receive their appointed sabbath blessing as they seek to give
out to others what the Lord has wrought upon their own souls. Oh,
beloved, these have been some of the sacred associations with the past
and they leave sweet hallowed memories, whilst we can yet sing in
the silent house of our pilgrimage, " Welcome, sweet day of rest."
But there is still something better on before us! "There remnineth
therefore a rest to the people of God." The earthly sabbaths of rest
have given us a blessed foretaste, but tbere is something far
better to come. Just as the attaining of the earthly Canaan to the
children of Israel, after all the hard bondage of Egypt and the weary
wanderings in the wilderness meant a measure of rest, but not
freedom from fighting, so the children of God, in their present enjoyment of rest find it not permanent, not to be relied upon. We are
still in an enemy's land, and we have our own wicked hearts of unbelief,
and so long as we are pilgrims and sojourners we shall have our alternate
experiences of rest and labour; joy and sorrow; grief and sunshine;
loss and gain; but we are all the time" journeying to that place of
which the Lord hath said I will give it you." "And there remnineth
therefMe a rest to the people of God."
That rest to come is a truly blessed one! a substantial, never changing,
never dying rest! It rernaineth! It is ours in anticipation. It is
looked forward to with grateful expectancy and hope for the blessed
realization when:
" Sin shall cease and death shall die,
And Christ His glory shall display
And beam upon our longing eye."

And that is to be our never-dying portion! A true rest indeed! Now,
the child of God looks back and surveys his long life and what he was
by nature and practice, and finds no rest there. He looks upon his
present state, and knows to his sorrow the daily, hourly contaminations with sin, and the defilements which cost him so much sorrow of
heart and constant need of fleeing to the Fountain open for sin and
35
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uncleanness. The oft-repeated renewings and cleansings so sadly needed
tend to humhle him and keep him trembling on account of indwelling
sin and corruption, which but for restraining grace are so ready to
burst forth. And he also, through mercy, can look forward to what
will be the unbroken rest from all this when the Author and Finisher
of his salvation gathers him home with His own word of welcome:
H

Come in, thou blessed, sit with Me,
With Mine own Blood I ransomed thee.
Come, taste My perfect favour."

REST! All summed up in that blissful word of Jesus' own giving!
The keeping of a sabbath. Jesus the Lord of that unbroken day of
boliness and worship, all the glory of it. All the saints' conquests
over death, hell, and sin, wrought in us by His Spirit, laid at His feet,
and the Lamb that was slain will be all the glory; all the centre of
worship; the theme of our eternal song of praise to Him Who hath
redeemed us by His blood and brought us safe home to His Father's
house. There they rest from their labours. No labour, no tears, no
sorrow there. He Who called them under the Gospel to come unto
Him for rest is now the REST from which they never again go out
and never lose sight of. Oh! what a rest for the people of God up
yonder. May you and I, dear readers, by faith even now possess our
possessions in spite of all the turmoil and confusion here, live in eager,
grateful expectancy, and sing amid all our dark days of wilderness
journeyings in adoring gratitude to Him Who bought us with His
own most precious blood and is pledged to bring us safe home to rest
with Him at last. It is of His blood-bought Church (Zion) He has
spoken, "This is My rest for ever; here will I dwell: for I have
desired it."
Since penning the above meditation I happened to come across an
extract by the late Dr. A. T. Pierson and feel constrained to pass it
on. Dr. Pierson said, " There is what they call the cushion of the sea.
Down beneath the surface that is agitated by storms, and driven
about by winds, there is a part of the sea that is never stirred. When
we dredge the bottom and bring up the remains of animal and vegetable
life, we find that they give evidence of not having been disturbed in
the least for hundreds and thousands of years. The peace of God is
that eternal calm, which, like the cushion of the sea, lies far too deep
down to be reached by an external trouble and disturbance; and he
who enters in the presence of God becomes partaker of that undisturbed and undisturbable calm."
No rude storm will ever break the peace of that eternal sabbath,
and His blood-bought children will throughout a blissful eternity drink
in!to an ocean's fulness the love and peace of their Immanuel, when they
H see His face,
And never, never sin,
And from the rivers of His grace
Drink endless pleasures in."

R.
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SALVATION.
A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MAl\Y-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" And all flesh shall see the salvation of God."-LUKE iii. 6.

IF I were asked, dear friends, to state what in my judgment is the
most eminent ordinance appointed for our use and profit in this Gospel
dispensation, I should unhesitatingly reply, The preaching of Christ,
the preaching of Christ, the salvation of God. The Old Testament
prophets anticipated with great joy the days in which, beloved friends,
we are living, and the portion of Scripture which we have now lying
open before us, be it remembered, is taken from one of those ancient
prophets of the Lord, the writings of Isaiah, the evangelical prophet
as he has been called, from the 40th chapter of his book. The context
of our verse has reference to the ministry of John the Baptist. We
are told" he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins; as it is written in
the book of the words of Esaias the prophet," and now the quotation
begins, " saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye
the way of the Lord, make His paths straight. Every valley shall be
filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made
smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God." In Peter's
writings we meet, you remember, with the words" of which salvation
the prophets have inquired." Moreover we are told by the same
inspired apostle that these Old Testament writers themselves examined
and searched into the teaching of the Holy Ghost granted them, from
which I gather that the impulse of the Holy Spirit in those gracious men
in Old Testament times was an inspiration far beyond their apprehension. They wrote, or spake, as they were moved-the original signifies
" borne along "-by a Power superior to themselves, the power of the
Holy Ghost in them. So that when they had testified, when they had
put it into writing-the communications of Divine truth-they then,
as we all do to-day, studied that which was written. They
searched diligently to know what" the Spirit of Christ Who was in
them did signify, when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ,
and the glory that should follow." Now Isaiah in this place is anticipating the Gospel days of John the Baptist, the herald of good things
to come, who was able to testify, " The kingdom of God is at hand,"
that kingdom which presently was set up, Christ Himself laying the
foundation stone. Then on the Day of Pentecost another instalment
of God's plan was made evident. The Holy Spirit came down from
on high to possess gracious men and qualify them to preach the finished
work of Christ, to preach Christ in His Person, in His offices, and in
His blessed salvation operations. And that work has continued until
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the present hour. God has never suffered His truth to fail on the one
hand, or the line of messengers, witnesses, heralds, and prophets to
fail on the other; nor do we doubt His resources in regard to time
to come. God will to the end of this dispensation have a people to bear
witness unto His grace and to testify His glorious salvation by Christ.
Christ, dear friends, cannot be Scripturally preached apart from
salvation, nor can salvation, God's salvation, be preached apart
from Christ, so that when you meet with such expressions as " preaching
salvation" you are at perfect liberty to paraphrase the expression
and to take it to mean the preaching of Christ Himself. Indeed
Christ is designated in these Holy Scriptures of truth the" Salvation
of God," "that Thou mayest be My Salvation unto the end of the
earth." And Simeon, in his day, taking up the holy Babe into his
aged arms, bore testimony to this fact: "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy
servant depart in peace, according to Thy word; for mine eyes have
seen Thy Salvation." He gloried in a personal Christ as the Salvation
of God. And how many are the titles we have, and moreover how
expressive, applied to Christ in connexion with His salvation work.
Thus in the Epistle to the Hebrews He is designated the Captain
of salvation, and little wonder, beloved friends, for His very Name
signifies as much. Jesus signifies Jehovah's salvation, or Jah's
salvation, a Person, you see, and a work in one. Oh, may the Holy
Spirit give us ever to remember these things, that there is no salvation
apart from Him Whose Name is Jesus. "There is none other name
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved." I
know the passage is often misquoted, and it is made to run, " whereby
we can be saved." That is not what Peter said. He said, " whereby
we must be saved." I often bless God for the certainty of the salvation
of His people. There is a needs be, there is a must, in their salvation.
When Jesus said in connexion, as you remember, with the case of
Zacchreus, that He sought sinners to save them, His declaration to
him was, "I must abide at thy house." He took possession of the
heart of that sinner Zacchreus, He entered in in His sovereignty, He
entered in conqueringly, He took possession, and the man accordingly
testified the salvation of God. Looking out upon the broad scattered
flock of His Gentile people He said of them, in the 10th chapter of
John, "Other sheep I have which are not of this fold, them also I
must bring." Even in those earlier years of which we were hearing
this evening it is the same-" I must be about My Father's business."
And then in the Epistle to the Hebrews the corresponding necessity
is traceable: "Seeing therefore it remaineth that some must enter
therein." Take the two together-" I must bring"; "They must
enter."
I say these truths bring consolation to my own soul, the salvation
of God, the certainty of that salvation in the case of all God's believing
people, whether Jew or Gentile. Zechariah in his day prophesied of
the coming of the King. He was to come, as he tells us in the 9th
chapter, and he bids Jerusalem rejoice in the anticipation of that
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coming. "Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Zion; shout, 0 daughter
of Jerusalem; behold thy King cometh unto thee; He is just, and
having salvation," Christ brought with Him the salvation of God,
beloved hearers. "The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth"
-and these comprehend the salvation of God-" came by Jesus
Christ." Well, therefore, it is said of Him, "having salvation."
Well, therefore, is He entitled the Captain of salvation.
Again is He termed" the Horn of salvation," which to my mind
suggests the strength of salvation, because frequently in Holy Scripture
the horn is used as a symbol or figure of strength. Let us be glad and
rejoice in the strength of our salvation; the Horn of salvation; the
Horn symbolical. Consider the strength of salvation the Lord Jesus
brought with Him in the purposes of His grace when He left the Father's
Right Hand on high, when He forsook in the riches of His mercy the
glory He had with the Father before the world was, and came down
here to seek and to save that which was lost.
Salvation as employed in Scripture is a comprehensive, a very comprehensive, term. It includes, regarding the saved sinner, his past,
his present, and his future. His past: I know that commonly salvation
is presented otherwise, but, dear friends, we rejoice in this, that the
God of salvation loved His people when they were dead in sins. He
loved them savingly, He loved them in purposes of salvation. Hence
I am justified when I say that the term" salvation" has to do with
the past of God's people. Oh, had not God had thoughts of mercy
for poor sinners when far off from Him, how should they ever come
nigh, seeing that in themselves, that is, in their flesh, there is no des.ire
after God ~ "There is none that understandeth, there is none that
seeketh after God." They are all gone astray. They are as lost
sheep, they need to be sought for, pursued in purpose of love and mercy,
to be sought and found by the Great Shepherd of the sheep. He died,
the Just for the unjust, in order that He might, in righteousness, bring
them to God.
But I want you, dear friends, to notice with myself a very remarkable
alteration the Holy Ghost Himself has been pleased to make in this
quotation which forms our text to-night, Compare, will you, with
me the 6th verse of Luke iii. with the 40th chapter of Isaiah's prophecy
and the 5th verse. We will read from Isaiah, the 3rd verse: "The
voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the
Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every
valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made
low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places
plain; and the glory DJ the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall
see it together." Now the Holy Ghost Who wrote these words, Who
indited them so that they might be taken down infallibly by the
penman, the holy penman Isaiah, ages later in these Gospel days
proceeds to unfold the meaning of that term" glory" in Isaiah, and
He tells us that the glory means salvation. Now to my mind that is
a deep truth and a very blessed one-that the salvation of God is
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the glory of God. And the more I meditate upon that truth, that the
salvation of God is the glory of God, and hold equally that the glory
of God is the salvation of God, I come to understand how every
attribute Jehovah possesses is interested in this wondrous work, the
salvation of sinners. Not a single attribute, certainly not excepting
the justice of God, is excepted from the statement, but every attribute
of Jehovah's Being is involved in this work of salvation. Well
therefore may salvation be termed" the glory of God." If we take
the love, well the love is, essentially. The love is God. "God is
love." Certainly love is the basis of this salvation. Love is the
fount, love is the spring, love is the reason why. Love saved me.
And the same reason applies to the case of every other saved sinner
-love, the only reason of salvation. Oh, it is so marvellous! The
more we think upon these things as we grow in years and also grow
experimentally in a knowledge of our sinfulness, we marvel at the fact
that we are the objects of the love of a holy God. But so it is. God
set not His heart upon unfallen angels but set His affections on sinful
men. And you and I may pause as the hymn exhorts us, pause and
wonder and ask, Why, oh, why such love to me? Whatever may be
Thy love to others, possibly there may be an explanation to that,
but to think that 1 am an object of Thy love is inexplicable, a mystery
too deep for sounding, too lofty for any thought of the human heart
to scale. But there it is, as Paul had it for himself, "He loved me,"
even me, "and gave Himself for me." Let me say, Is that your
religion, beloved hearers, to-night? I ask you lovingly, I ask you
earnestly, and I ask you most pointedly, Is that your religion? "He
loved me and gave Himself for me"? This is love that passeth
knowledge, the Holy Ghost being witness. Love, then, is the spring,
the root, the source of salvation, and the flowing of love, dear friends,
continues to be the essence of the salvation of God. Bnt now as to
the attributes of God, granting love to be His essence, think of His
justice as well as His love.
Oh, dear friends, we need to be very cautious lest we fall into the
popular modern snare of thinking that God is only love. God is love,
but let us go on to say God is holy, just, and righteous. God is love
so that He is holy, so that He is just, so that He is righteous. He is
in possession of all these attributes, attributes of perfection; because
He is love. I said in the morning of the faith of God's dear, tempted
and tried people, that they are perfectly safe in trusting God in the
dark because He is what He is, and because He is what He is He may
be trusted anywhere and everywhere, not merely when we see Him
face to face, not only when we feel Him, His presence, in our souls,
but even when we are cold and apparently lifeless, and struggling to
realize something of God-even then we may safely say, I will trust,
I will trust. But, dear friends, the love of God is no blind love, though
we may safely trust Him, blindly trust Him. God's love is a distinguishing, 'an appropriating love. God knows the objects of His love.
" The Lord knoweth them that are His," and He has set His affections
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consciously and intentionally upon the persons of His people. This is
a consolation for some of us who at times are overwhelmed with a
sense of our sinfulness, that God has loved us in the freeness of His
love in accordance with His holy and perfect attributes, His justice
included, satisfied at the cross, satisfied on Calvary. The justice of
God met my guilt there and demanded at my Surety's hands perfect
satisfaction for that imputed iniquity. Justice said, It is enough. It
was justice that raised Jesus, my Substitute, from the grave. It was
mercy that withdrew the bolt and bade Him come forth, and in Him
I came forth, and you, my dear fellow-believers, came forth, on that
morning of Christ's resurrection, and justice is now engaged on your
behalf. Justice and mercy have met together, they have kissed each
other in the person of Christ at the cross, and these two are engaged
in your behalf, and you will rest as fully on one as on the other. The
penalty of sin has been paid in the case of every believer. "There is
now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus." These have
passed from death unto life. These are no longer under the curse,
they are the free men of God, the truth of the Gospel has set them free.
Take, too, the deliverance from the power of sin, for the salvation of
God is much more than the delivering of God's people merely from
the penalty of sin. "Sin shall not have dominion over you." This
is the declaration of God in the 6th of Romans. Siu shall not have
lordship over you, over the Lord's people. It had dominion over us,
but we are a delivered people, dear children of God, and we are no
longer under the dictatorship of sin. Sin is inherent in us, it is a
corruption inseparable from us; but as partakers of the Divine nature,
as those who have been begotten again in the power of the Holy Ghost,
ah, dear friends, we are now, thank God, delivered from the dominion
of sin to walk in newness of life, to walk in fellowship with God. This
is as precious a truth as our justification, dear friends, though I fear
me that this truth is not adequately preached in these days, a deliverance from the dominion of sin, as well as a deliverance from the penalty
of sin, in the case of believers. Again, deliverance from the power of
Satan, the kingdom of darkness in which we once were, and where we
should have remained had not Christ sought us and brought us out
thence. Yes, the people of God are delivered from the dominion of
Satan as well as the dominion of sin. Sin is Satan's instrument of
drawing away God's dear children from happiness and joy and fellowship with their God and Saviour. But the Lord has promised a
competency of grace. "He giveth more grace," and our comfort and
our encouragement are that the Lord knows the devices and wiles of
the enemy, that He knows the workings of corruption in our hearts,
and consequently confers on us a corresponding measure of strength
to resist. The promise is that the Lord will magnify His Own Name
in His Own people. "This people have I formed for Myself; they
shall show forth My praise." Salvation is likewise a deliverance, as
you find in the 1st of Galatians, from a present evil world. I know
our chief view of that term " world" is that it refers to the world around
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us and within us, but if you look carefully into the matter you will
see that a reference is made to the times in which we live, as well as
to the corporate world of sin in which our lot is cast, deliverance from
this present evil age. These two things have been ever found together,
the age of the Gospel and the age of evil. It appears as though wben
the Holy Ghost came down from heaven to take a people for God's
Name, Satan put forth special manifestations of his power. You have
only to trace the history of God's Church since the Day of Pentecost
to verify my statement. In the earlier ages of this Dispensation
physical persecution was Satan's special method. 'l'he ten persecutions, you remember, which lasted over a long period-this was
Satan's opportunity to crush out, i1 it might be, the life of God's
Church. It ended in failure; Satan was defeated, the cause of Christ was
ad vanced, the truth of God spread throughout the earth. And then,
too, corrupt doctrine-this was Satan's next method, and those dark
Middle Ages bear witness to the temporary success, but that was
followed in God's merciful providence by a further diffusion of Gospel
light, and the blessed Reformation ensued, and again an impetus was
given to the Gospel. It took, as it were, to itself fresh wings and
mounted up, and soared throughout our earth, until we have been
spared to see a day when the Gospel of the Kingdom has been preached
among all nations. And these are the times when Satan is making
his last desperate effort. Never, perhaps, was the Church of God
exposed to Satan's wiles as she is now. His methods are altogether
different from what they were of old. It is less now physical persecution; and less now the corruption of doctrine; it is as an angel of
light that he is among us. It is as an apostle of light that Satan is
dealing with souls. And whether individually as well as collectively,
whether individually as well as a Church, dear friends, remember this
-that Satan is now dealing with our souls as a teacher of the truth of
God. Few there are, at the present time, in the visible Churches
which are not under the evident in.fiuence of Satan as an angel of light.
And what, dear friends, is his chief method in carrying on this last
attack of his upon the Church ~ It is to mingle the Church and the
world together, it is to teach men that they can be both the people of
God and the men of the world. I think it was the late beloved Dr.
Horatius Bonar who said: "I look for the Church and I find it in
the world, and I look for the world and I find it in the Church." And
I thjnk he stated the truth, solemn indeed. He stated the truth fully,
though tersely, in those words. Satan has metamorphosed the
Church, he has caused the world to put on a profession of religion,
and the difficulty is to know which is the Church and whjch is the
world. An angel of light, so-called, and so he is, professedly, among
us. And we, all of us, I speak it feelingly and personally, are to some
extent conscious of the presence of that evil one as an angel of light.
Well our mercy is found in this, that the Lord sitteth King for ever;
that Jesus is Head over all thjngs, Satan included; Head over all
things, his devices included; Head over all things to the Church, all
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things good and all things evil. Hence we have tllis left us as our
portion. "All things," both good and evil, shall" work together for
good to them that love God, to them that are the called ones according
to His purpose." The salvation of God is, as I said before, a blessed
certainty, it is a settled reality; the work is God's Own work, and
it is of all His works that work which is singularly the glory of the Lord.
Dear friends, these precious truths are designed to affect not only
our comfort but to affect our daily life, our walk, our service and our
worship. If we know through grace that we are among the happy
number of the Lord's saved people, oh, what manner of men ought
we to be. How ought our conversation and our testimony to mark
us off as a separate people. Come out from among them, touch not,
taste not, handle not. "Come out," and" I will be a Father unto
you, and ye shall be 'Iy sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty."
Salvation realized in the soul means communion with God; and
communion with God means alienation from the world, for if a man
will be the friend of the world he is the enemy of God. There is no
mingling in reality, no mingling of light and darkness togetherfellowship with God and fellowship with that which God hates.
Salvation is holiness. Salvation is purity. Salvation is truthfulness,
uprightness, and likeness to God. Wherever the Holy Ghost's work
of salvation is wrought in the sinner there will be found in some measure
the likeness of God. Predestinated" to be conformed to the image
of God's Son." Yes, I know tllat involves the image of God's despised
Son, of God's world-despised Son-the marred image of Jesus first.
Yes, if we would be glorified with Him we must know what it is for
righteousness' sake to suffer with Him. To be like Him, dear friends,
is to be " a root springing out of a dry ground, without form, without
comeliness," the world against us and we ourselves against the world.
As Paul wonls it, "The world is crucified unto me, and I unto the
world." The reality of this, dear friends, will be evident to others
who will take knowledge of us that our profession is more than mere
profession, that it is a power indwelling us, actuating us, forming and
transforming our souls into the likeness of Christ.
All flesh shall see this Salvation. Jew and Gentile alike, convinced
of sin, shall see heauty in Jesus to desire Him, loveliness in Him to
draw the heart unto Him and know Him the one Object of trust and
holy confidence. May it be our mercy, beloved friends, to see more
of this beauty in Jesus, more of this loveliness in Christ, that our hearts
may be increasingly drawn unto Him, and that we, walking in fellowship with Him, may grow in His holy likeness.
THE Lord is at work; all creation is at work; men and angels, friends
and foes, all are busy, working together for good. Oh, dear Lord
Jesus, what hast Thou seen in us that Thou shouldst order things so
wondrously for us, and make all things-all th ings to work together
for our good 1-Daniel RlTwlands.
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"ALL THIS AVAILETH ME NOTHING."

WHEN the Psalmist said, " One thing have I desired of the Lord
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord," he felt that in comparison
everything else was of inferior moment. "Compared with Christ, in
all heside no comeliness" he saw. Paul said, " This one thing I do."
Forgetting things hehind, he pressed toward the mark. There were
many adversaries within and without, with both David and the
apostle, but each one lived and laboured to find HIM.
Very often the experience of God's saints, in the Bible and out of it,
has centred (apart from their special quest for Himself) round one
thing with the urgency of some overwhelming need-or in a long
drawn out burden of soul.
One desire lodged in the heart of Abraham for many, many years;
one fear was a weight to Job during his prosperity; one sin was long
in the remembrance of the widow in Zarephath; one sickness sent
many to Christ. On the other hand, some sudden loss, pain, grief, or
apprehension for the time being swallows up the sense of abounding
mercies or smaller cares, with such an urgency as, " Sir, come down
e'er my child die"; "Alas, master, for it was borrowed" ; "Slack
not thy riding for me." When his throne and kingdom were in
jeopardy, David's one thought was the safety of Absalom, insomuch
that Joab reproached him, saying, " Thou hast shamed this day the
faces of all thy servants ... for this day I perceive that if Absalom
had lived and we all had died this day then it had pleased thee well."
And the meek king accepted the judgment, and braced himself to his
duty.
But it was not love, it was hatred and jealousy, that made Haman
say of all his glory and honour in the kingdom, " all this availeth me
nothing so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's gate."
The sight of the Jew overbalanced all the complacence that his high
position might afford him. But as the " one thing" with the poor
and needy so often turned to their joy and thanksgiving, so Haman's
one thing wrought his destruction. "He came to his end, not one of
his ten sons being able to help him, while Mordecai and all the Jews
had light and gladness and joy and honour, a feast and a good day,
and Esther had come to the throne for such a time.
I thought that Haman's attitude was like that of Satan, the enemy
of Christ. What power he has! Legions of evil spirits do his bidding,
indeed men are his slaves. A whole world lying in wickedness is the
place of his going up and down. Instruments and agents work his
deceitful work. He fills his palaces, he multiplies false worship, and
he is " the prince of the power of the air," but all avails him nothing
so long as he sees some poor" Jew" sitting at the feet of Jesus, watching
daily at His gates, waiting at the posts of His door. The king of Syria
said, " Fight neither with small nor great, save only with the king of
Israel" (and we might say at present, fight neither with small nor
great, save only with the Pope and the Jesuits), so Satan fights only
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with Christ in spilling the blood of millions in his attempt to destroy
the Son of God and the witness of Jesus. He failed to destroy the
Babe of Bethlehem, he failed to prevent the Lord's rising again, but
he fought still, filled prisons and fed fires with the martyrs of Jesus,
and had a " merry banquet" (as Zeresh said to Haman) many a time
while the saints were slaughtered. He could not endure at our blessed
Reformation to see the Bible opened, to see men clothed and iu their
right mind, watching at His gates, to see "Mary" sitting at His feet
to learn. And he got the royal seal to seal their destruction.
What an unequal strife it must have appeared between Haman and
Mordecai. The power and authority of the throne were with the one,
the garment of oppression and sorrow and the sentence of death clothed
the other. And what an unequal strife is kept up between "the
Accuser of the brethren," and the brethren themselves. They have
indeed an Adversary worthy of the name, and many a day the battle
increases. And they have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the righteous, and He is the Propitiation for their sins, and the Spirit
of the living God teaches them how to fast and pray, how to go in
with the King and find favour. The victory was not with Hamanit was with Mordecai and the Jews. And the victory will not be with
Satan, it will be with the eternal Son of God.
FOLLOWER-ON.

THE UNFAILING REFUGE.
PSALM Ivii. 1, 2.
WHEN darkness veils my noonday sky,
Or evening hrings the windy storm,
Then will I cry to God Most High,
And wait for what He will perform.
My soul looks back with calm delight
Upon the path already trod,
And sees how every cloud of night
Contained some mercy of my God.
Thy wings, 0 Lord, are large and wide,
Around Thy trusting children cast;
Within their shelter I will bide
Till all the storms are overpast.
Thy promise now becomes my prayer,
The life of every note I raise:
Thy peace shall guard my heart from care,
Thy power shall turn my prayer to praise.

Epsom, Oct. 5th, 1940.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.
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A WORD FROM OHINA.
Y ov may be sure that you are all continually in our thoughts these
days of strain. The long-feared raids are upon you, and nothing but
God's intervention can prevent an attempted invasion. While not in
the least belittling the physical and mental strain to which you in
common with thousands of others are now to be daily exposed, I am
confident tbat you will prove tbe peace and comfort of the presence
of Ohrist and of the Word, in such a way as to encourage your faith
and renew your zeal for souls to be saved.
How I praise the Lord for such solid foundations of my faith. I
can honestly say I am not worrying about you. Of comse I would
infinitely prefer to be able to think of you all as personally safe, but
" even the very hairs of yom head are all numbered." As pilgrims
we can remind ourselves of our temporary sojourn here and pray
that more than ever our witness may be positive. While we must,
like Daniel, privately mourn in our prayers over our national sins,
and be righteously indignant at tbe enormity of the sin that lies at
Hitler's door, I feel that in public we need to give evidence more
than ever before of tbe transforming power of Christ in our lives,
of His ability to save all who will come to God by Him, of the need
of personal repentance, and the proclamation of the love of Christ.
. . . In these days of uncertainty sentimental feelings may well be
replaced by solid joy in knowing that we are the Lord's, and that
nothing can separate us from the love of Christ. Solemn days 1 Yes,
the most solemn in this centmy undoubtedly, but days when we can
still rejoice in the Lord.-A GOSPEL MAGAZINE Reader.

SOVEREIGN GRAOE.
THE Calvinist . . . glorifies the free and sovereign grace of God by
attributing to it alone all the efficiency in saving the believing sinner.
It is God's grace which makes the believer all he is. He feels this. Of
this at least he is absolutely sure. He is nothing more than a poor
wandering sheep. The good Shepherd has sought him out, found him,
and carried him back on His breast. In himself and of himself in his
entire history he is no better than his fellow-men who are lost.
It is only God's free grace, therefore, which has made the difference.
The faith he has cannot have been the pre-condition of God's choice,
but God's choice must have been the precedent cause of his faith.Evangelical Theology, by Professor A. A. Hodge, D.D., p. 122.
GOD will deliver His people either from death or in death. His people
know that He can and may deliver them even from temporal death,
but undoubtedly He will deliver them from spiritual and everlasting
death, which is the only death really to be dreaded and shunned at
all costs.-Canon A. R. Fausset.

The Gospel Magazine

533

MISSIONARIES I
CHINA AND THE WAR.
A LETTER from Bishop F. Houghton, dated June 16, 1940, says: " We
were very thankful to gather that our people generally were facing
the shocks of the changing situation with courage and determination,
as indeed we expected. An attitude of the deepest humility before
God is consistent with-indeed, it often begets-the finest type of
fortitude in facing the assaults of men. To fear God is to fear no one
else. It is impossible to judge what will be the danger spots in England,
and if we knew it would be obviously impossible to say so, but we
remember you all in constant prayer, and by the use of reason and
imagination have a fair idea which of you seem most likely to need
especially the covering of God's wings. Little D. M., aged four, bas
heard more than his mother desires of enemy aeroplanes, and one day
he asked, , What would the German aeroplanes do if they met the angels
in the sky? '
The same writer, in a letter dated June 23, 1940, says: "The
staggering news of the last few days brings a sense of insecurity, of
the foundations being cast down, and we thank God more than ever
that you and we have received a kingdom that cannot be shaken.
There is no easy answer to the question how far God will permit the
devil to go, but it is at least certain that nothing can harm a child of
God. At the same time we pray constantly for victory and long that
you may be spared the horror that some are enduring in Europe just
now. We do not know how near the danger may be to some of you,
nor how prolonged the struggle may be. Surely we are called, as
never before, to prove the reality of our trust in the living God, Who
cannot fail us or you. . .. Yet there may be as sudden and decisive
a Divine intervention as in the case of Sennacberib's hordes. It was
very encouraging to hear of the Day of Prayer, the King's speech,
and of the response even in Whitington. If only we get low enough
before the Lord as a nation, surely He will work for us."
Another missionary in China concluded his letter of Aug. 18, 1940,
with the words, " The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them
that fear Him, and delivereth them."

THE DIVINE COMFORTER.
WE are living at a time when we specially need Divine comfort. Such
comfort may be gathered from many parts of God's Word, but for our
present purpose we may fix attention on the fifty-first chapter of Isaiah.
There God says to His people, "I, even I, am He that comforteth
you." Though the chapter is primarily addressed to God's ancient
people, its truths are also intended for all the Israel of God. How
blessed it is to think of God as the Comforter of His people! He is
" the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort." He comforts
His people by calling, blessing, saving, and justifying them. "Look
unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare you: for I called
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him alone and blessed him." Abraham was predestinated to he
amongst the redeemed and glorified people of God. Hence he was
Divinely called and blessed. He was saved by Divine grace, and his
faith was counted for righteousness. A Divine and an effectual call
comes to the people of God to-day. God calls them out of darkness
into His marvellous light. He calls them from death to life. He
calls them" unto the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord."
He blesses them "with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ." He saves them with a salvation which shall be for ever, and
He justifies them with a righteousness which shall not be abolished.
He saves them and calls them with a holy calling, and they are" justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus."
If God has effectually called us into the narrow path, abundantly
blessed us with spiritual blessings, accounted us righteous, though by
nature we are ungodly, and saved us with an everlasting salvation
from the penalty of our sins, surely our hearts are filled with comfort
as we realize what He has done for us 1
Then He comforts His people by the mighty power which He continually displays on their behalf. It was His arm of strength which
in the generations of old" cut Rahab (Egypt) and wounded the dragon
(Pharaoh)." It waS He Who" dried the sea, the waters of the great
deep" and " made the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed to
pass over." It was He Who" stretched forth the heavens, and laid
the foundations of the earth." Why, then, should we " be afraid of a
man that shall die, and of the son of man which shall be made as
grass" 1 He Whose power was displayed at the Creation and at the
Exodus will surely protect, defend, and keep His redeemed people.
He hath covered them in the shadow of His hand, and by His power
they are kept. Fear not, then, the temptations, difficulties, and trials
of life, and be not afraid even in the midst of the national perils which
surround us. "God is our Refuge and strength, a very present help
in trouble." He can make the present war to cease, and overthrow
those who commenced it. Let us pray that we may profit by His
chastening hand, and that He may give complete deliverance in His
own time.
Further, the Lord comforts His people by the reminder of His
Covenant engagements. He says to them, " I am the Lord thy God"
and" Thou art My people." What sweet assurances these are! They
are Covenant expressions. He said to Abraham, " I will establish My
Covenant between Me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting Covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy
seed after thee." Later on, when announcing the blessings of the New
Covenant the Lord said, " I will put My law in their inward parts, and
write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be My
people." Thus He binds Himself to be the God of His people. He
arranges to be the Object of their worship and to be their eternal portion
so that all His attributes will be brought into exercise on their behalf.
Moreover, He undertakes that all the objects of His redeeming love
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shall be His people, His peculiar treasure, and therefore that He will
take pleasure in them. Doth He not indeed comfort us by enabling
us to say, " My Beloved is mine and I am His "~ He is our portion
at all times, and we are the objects of His love. "The Lord deLighteth
in thee." "As the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy
God rejoice over thee."
Finally, the Lord comforts His people by His restoring mercies.
Out of love to them He is obliged to chasten them from time to time.
Jerusalem, in chastisement, had to drink" at the hand of the Lord
the cup of His fury." "Desolation and destruction, and the famine,
and the sword" came upon God's ancient people. But the Lord has
not abandoned them. He intends to comfort them with His restoring
mercies. Accordingly we read, " Thus saith thy Lord the Lord, and
thy God that pleadeth the cause of His people, Behold, I have taken
out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even the dregs of the cup of
My fury; thou shalt no more drink it again: but I will put it into the
hand of them that afl:lict thee." He will thus comfort Zion with His
restoring mercies. In a little wrath He hid His face from them for a
moment; but with everlasting kindness will He have mercy on them,
saith the Lord their Redeemer. Truly He restoreth my soul: He
leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake." Be
of good cheer, then, "for the Lord shall comfort Zion (literal and
spiritual): He will comfort aLL her waste places; and He will make
her wilderness like Eden, and her desert Like the garden of the Lord;
joy and gladness shaLL be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice
of melody."
THE TEN PLAGUES.
Pharaoh Israel's God withstood,
He turned their river into BLOOD.
Did he repent ~ Nay! FROGS were sent,
But still in vain God's wrath was sent;
For when the DUST to LICE was turned
And FLIES came thick, behold they squirmed,
And MURRAIN then slew every beast,
But still they heeded not the least.
Then BOILS and BLAINS caused him to quail,
But yet God had to send the HAIL
And LOCUSTS, too, a mighty host,
But oh! they felt the DARKNESS most.
Then Pharaoh Moses sought to slay,
But God had planned another way;
For Pharaoh's son was SLAIN instead,
And after that aLL Israel fled.
E. T. M'CAUSLAND, A.D. 1886.
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, No. 881: 190.
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EVACUATED READERS.
WE were told that evacuation was just a matter, not of days, but
hours. We began at once to make hurried preparations and turning
the key upon all our earthly belongings we left, not knowing where
we went, or whether we would see them again. Being well grounded,
however, in the great truths of Sovereign Grace, and all that hangs
upon them, we were enabled by Divine grace to leave everything
without regret, upheld by the great truths embodied in the verse of
the hymn which says :H

Plagues and ills around me fly;
Till He bids, I cannot die ;
Not a single shaft can hit,
Till the God of love thinks fit."

We cannot speak too highly of the kindness, courtesy, and hospitality
we have received at the hands of all since our arrival in England. In
every step, to the minutest detail, we have seen and acknowledged
the hand of our God. . . .
May we continue to pray that this great catastrophe may soon cease,
although we who have learnt the great truths of the second advent,
do not expect any true peace until our Lord Jesus Himself returns to
bring peace.
In the meantime, how pleased we should be if, even through these
great troubles, many of the Lord's elect were brought to the place of
peace. [The above experience reminds us of the words of John Newton,
.. His call we obey, like Abram of old;
We know not the way, but faith makes us bold;
For, though we are strangers, we have a sure Guide,
And trust in all dangers, • The Lord will provide.' "
Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.]

JUSTIFICATION AND WORKS.
WE hy the grace of Christ, holding the article of justification, do
assuredly know that we are justified and reputed righteous before
God by faith only in Christ. Therefore we do not mingle the law and
grace, faith and works together: but we separate them far assunder.
And this distinction or difference between the law and grace, let
every true Christian mark diligently, and let him suffer the same to
take place, not in letters and syllables, but in practice and inward
experience: so that when he heareth that good works ought to be
done, and that the example of Christ is to be followed, he may be able
to judge rightly, and say, Well, all these things will I gladly do. What
then followeth? Thou shalt then be saved and obtain everlasting
life. Nay, not so, I grant indeed, that I ought to do good works,
patiently to suffer troubles and afflictions, and to shed my blood also,
if need be, for Christ's cause; but yet am I not justified, neither do I
obtain salvation thereby.-Luther's Galatians.

The Gospel Magazine

537

TOPLADY'S EVENI G HYMN.
ONE of Toplady's beautiful hymns is specially suited for the evening.
In some hymnbooks it begins with the words :H

Inspirer and Hearer of prayer,
Thou Shepherd and Guardian of Thine;
My all to Thy Covenant care,
I, sleeping and waking, resign."

The complete hymn begins with the verse :H

''''hut though my fTaU eyelids refuse
Continual watching to keep,
And punctual as midnight renews,
Demand the refreshment of sleep_"

Two of the verses refer to the saints being ministered to and kept by
the angels.
H

Bright seraphs, despatched from the throne,
Repair to the stations assigned,
And angels elect arc sent down,
To guard the elect of mankind. It

Our friend, Mr. H. V. Hedderley, of Wallington, has issued a tract
headed " A Sure Air-Raid Shelter," and containing many verses of
this hymn of Toplady. Copies will be sent post free, 12 for 6d., and
50 for Is. 9d., and 100 for 3s. 3d. They can be had from The Church
Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2,
and are suitable for enclosing in letters.
In a recent letter from the author he tells us that at his old home in
Penton, Hampshire, his godly mother used to get the children to sing
this beautiful hymn to the tune of " We speak of the realms of the
blest," every Sunday night. The verse" Bright seraphs," etc., was
not in their hymnbook, but Mrs. Hedderley used to repeat it for them,
so that they could all sing it. This was a beautiful custom. Oh, for
more godly mothers in these dark and evil days. The singing of
sound hymns in godly homes on the closing hours of the Lord's day
is an excellent custom. But let the hymns be really sound in Bible
truth, that its precious doctrines may be fixed in young people's minds.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund :A. K.
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ABLE TO WITHSTAND.
" WAR," said the old clergyman impressively, "is a new thing." It
was the opening sentence of a sermon preached long ago during the
last war, and what he meant to say, I suppose, was that war was new
to his hearers. But war is no new thing to the world; it is only the
manner of warfare that changes. In the matter of armour, for instance,
until quite modern times, everybody engaged in fighting wore a complete suit of metal. You remember how Saul offered to David his
coat of mail and a brass helmet. Hundreds of years later, we find
Paul drawing lessons for the Christian from the Roman armour. Again,
all through the days of chivalry, soldiers were always clad in armour ;
there is the Black Prince's armour still to be seen at his tomb in
Canterhury Cathedral. But since armour has ceased to be worn, only
one piece of it has been revived in recent years; and that seems to be
regarded as a most important bit of equipment. It is the helmet.
Within a short time of the declaration of war, every policeman appeared
with a steel helmet and a gas mask over his shoulder; and during the
next few weeks steel helmets were issued to all kinds of people whose
work exposed them to the missiles in air raids. Soldiers and firemen,
wardens and munition-workers, were all provided with helmets, painted
in khaki or red, in navy or white. When some American fire brigade
officers arrived in England to watch our fire-fighting methods, one of
the first' questions the reporters asked them was, "Have you been given
steel helmets 1 "
All this goes to show the importance of the helmet. It is not just
for show, as a piece of uniform. Its whole function is protection;
it is to guard the wearer's head from shrapnel, bullets, or flying splinters.
Have you ever handled one of them 1 The helmet is made of steel
and lined with sponge rubber; it is surprisingly heavy, and gives the
impression that it could stand the shock of any missile, however swift
and sharp and heavy. We can well appreciate what Paul means when
he speaks of " the helmet of salvation" as a part of the armour with
which the man of God is to be furnished. He means that anyone who
is saved has his most vital part protected from all evil. That is, his
soul is guarded from all the fiery darts of the devil. However thick
the rain of bullets, however hardly he is beset, the wearer of the helmet
of salvation will never perish; his everlasting life is assured.
What are these fiery darts aimed at the believer 1 One of the most
deadly is an accusing conscience. Oh, what anguish may be caused
to the child of God when he listens to his conscience accusing him.
His sins rise up in fearful array; he sees all his wrongdoings, his
negligences and ignorances; how can he hope to keep the law of
God, when he knows that his whole tendency is to disobey and fall
short 1 Then is the time for him to take the helmet of salvation, and
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prove its protecting powers. It is true that he has sinned; but God
has cast his sins bebind His back. It is true that he has failed altogether
to fulfil the Divine law, and will go on failing; but Christ has Himself
fulfilled the whole law in his stead, and bas become to him righteousness
and sanctification. He who wears the helmet of salvation is bidden in
Christ, trusting in the merits of His sacrifice, and reconciled to God
through the blood of Jesus.
Another of Satan's darts is persecution. How was it that Paul could
speak of rejoicing in his suJIerings when he wrote to the Colossians
from prison ~ How was it that John Huss could say that he was
ready to suffer death with a cheerful mind and courage ~ that
Lawrence Saunders cried, "Welcome the cross of Christ! " when he
drew near to the stake ~ that Rose Alien went down to her dungeon
singing, just after heing condemned to a cruel death ~ It was because
every one of them was wearing the helmet of salvation; the fiery
darts of persecution struck the ringing metal, and glanced off harmlessly. Christ was their refuge and protection; in Him no hurt
could reach their souls.
The devil has many other fiery darts: illness and pain, trials and
cares, misunderstandings, the fear of death-these are among his armaments. But the helmet of salvat.ion is proof against them all, for
the child of God shelters under the promise that " All things work
together for good to them that love God."
But now I must tell you about Peter. Peter was six years old, a
merry romping boy, the spoilt darling of his father and grandmother
otbing was too good for Peter; to ask in his case was to have. Nohody
was surprised when he began to long for a " tin hat" of his own, like
the other little boys in the street. How could he play soldiers or
firemen, without a tin hat ~ Peter clamoured; so granny had to go
to town and give a shilling for a tin hat. It seemed very desirable
in its coat of shining khaki, and really looked quite the proper thing.
Peter was as proud as he could be when he rushed out to join his
friends. But, alas for poor Peter! in five minutes he was back in the
house screaming, with blood pouring from a nasty cut in his cheek.
He had tumbled in the road, the cheap tiu hat had slipped, and cut
his face on its sharp edge. Peter was carried off at once to the doctor's
to be bandaged, and it was weeks before the place was healed: There
will always be a scar to remind Peter of his unhappy experience. As
for the tin hat, it was instantly dismissed to the rubbish heap.
That was what came of a cheap imitation. The steel helmet of the
policeman is a valuable article, made of genuine metal, and issued
only by the proper authority. Beware of imitations! There are
many false hopes of salvation, but they only put the soul in peril.
The Word of God is the only proper authority, and there we are told
that salvation is of the Lord: "there is none other ame under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be saved "-Jesus Christ the
Crucified.
DAMARTS.
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THE LESSONS OF ENGLISH CHURCH HISTORY.
By THE LATE BISHOP J. C. RYLE, D.D.
IV. THE PERIOD OF THE EVANGELICAL REVIVAL.
THE next period of English Church history to which I shall invite the
attention of my readers, comprises the interval between 1730 and
1830, and takes in the reign of the three last Georges. It is an era
which witnessed a religious change in this country second only in
importance to that of the Reformation. It witnessed the rise and
progress of what is commonly called Methodism, and the formation
of the Evangelical body in the Church of England.
Now what is the lesson I want you to learn from this perio,'j 1 It
is simply this: The revival of Reformation principles in the eighteenth
century was the salvation of English Christianity.
Few persons, unless they have specially examined the subject, can
have any idea of the low and degraded state of religion in England in
the middle of the eighteenth century. From the expulsion of the
Puritans in 1662, for a period of eighty or ninety years, the Church
of Christ in England seemed to fall lower and lower every year, until
a thick moral and spiritual darkness overspread the land. Mere
natural theology, with hardly any distinctive doctrines of the Gospel,
formed the staple teaching both in church and chapel. Sermons were
little better than dry moral essays, devoid of anything likely to awaken
or convert souls. Infidelity and scepticism were openly avowed by
many of the laity, and Arianism and Socinianism were unblushingly
taught by not a few of the clergy. Learned and well-meaning bishops,
like Seeker, and Butler, and Gibson, and Lowth, and Home, and
Lavington, and Warburton, had eyes enough to see the evil of the
times, but seemed powerless to meet them. As for the moral writers
of the day, such as Addison, Johnson, and Steele, they had no more
influence on the masses than Mrs. Partington's famous broom had on
the waves of the Atlantic Ocean.
It is really difficult to name a single bright and redeeming feature
in this dark picture of the first half of the eighteenth century. The
parochial clergy were sunk in worldliness, and neither knew nor cared
anything about their profession. Their lives were too often immoral,
and their sermons were so unutterably poor, that the printed ones
are now unsaleable, and the unprinted ones must have been rubbish.
Education for the lower orders was at zero, and few rural parishes
had any school at all. Gambling, duelling, swearing, Sabbathbreaking, fornication, and drunkenness were hardly regarded as sins
by fashionable people, and of course were thought very venial by the
poor. Hogarth's pictures, and the writings of Fielding, Smollett,
Swift, and Sterne, are sufficient evidence of the morality that
prevailed!
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Hardly one of the good works with which we are now familiar was
even known at this period. Wilberforce had not attacked the slave
trade. Howard had not reformed prisons. Raikes had not founded
Sunday schools. We had no Bible Societies, no Ragged Schools, no
City Missions, no Pastoral Aid Societies. The spirit of slumber was
over the land. In a religious and moral point of view England was
sound asleep. In short, one only marvels that the foundations of
Church and State and social order were not completely broken up,
and that the country was not given over to a counterpart of the first
French Revolution.
Now what was it that, under God, saved England, and turned the
tide of irreligion and immorality 1 To what instrumentality are we
indebted for the immense change which unquestionably took place
between 1750 and 1830, and the enormous improvement in the moral
and religious condition of the land, which even our worst enemies must
allow 1 This is one of the most instructive inquiries in English Church
history, and I invite your special attention to the answer.
The agents who revived English Christianity from its fallen and
death-like condition were a few individuals, mostly clergymen, whom
God stirred up about the same time; and the agency which they
employed was the preaching of the great leading principles of the
Protestant Reformation. George Whitefield, John Wesley, Charles
Wesley, William Grimshaw, William Romaine, Henry Venn, Daniel
Rowlands, John Berridge, and a few score of like-minded clergymen
-these were the men who literally delivered the Church of England
from death; and the weapons of their warfare were the glorious old
doctrines of our Protestant Reformers. The supremacy of Holy
Scripture-the total corruption of human nature-the atonement
wrought out for us by Christ's vicarious death-justification by faith
-the absolute necessity of heart conversion by the Holy Spirit--the
inseparable connexion between faith and holiness-salvation by free
grace-these were the truths which the evangelists of the eighteenth
century went about preaching and proclaiming. They found them in
the Bible; they found them in the Thirty-nine Articles; they found
them in the Prayer-book, the homilies, and the writings of the
Reformers. Finding them there, they boldly told men that this was
the old way of truth, and while they told them so, they turned the
world upside down. Yes! without money, without patronage,
without bishops, without the press, without Exeter Hall, they effected
a spiritual revolution!
The amount of good which these gallant evangelists did will probably
never be known till the last day. At first the bishops and nobility
affected to despise them; the men of letters sneered at them as fanatics;
the wits cut jokes, and invented smart names for them; the Church
shut her doors on them; the old Dissenters too often turned the cold
shoulder on them; the ignorant mob frequently persecuted and pelted
them; but the movement went on, and made itself felt in every part
of the land. Many were aroused and awakened to thought about
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religion-many were shamed out of their sins-many were restrained
and frightened at their own ungodliness-many were gathered together,
and induced to profess decided religion-many were converted-many
were silenced, and secretly provoked to emulation. The little sapling
became a strong tree; the little rill became a deep, broad stream; th
little spark became a steady burning flame. A candle was lighted 0
which we are now enjoying tbe benefit. The feeling of all classes in
the land about religion and morality insensibly assumed a totally
different complexion. And all this, remember, was effected by a
revival of the doctrines of the Reformation. These were the doctrines
which turned England upside down, arrested the attention of peers
and philosophers, made colliers and ploughmen weep till their dirty
faces were seamed with tears, plucked thousands like brands from
the burning, and altered the character of the age. Call them simple
and elementary doctrines if you will; say, if you please, that you sec
nothing grand, new, striking about them; but there remains the
undeniable fact of history-that the revival of Reformation doctrines
saved English Christianity from destruction a hundred years ago.
Let this fourth great lesson of English Church history sink down
into your heart, and be ready to use it. Listen not to those who are
fond of running down the Evangelical leaders of the eighteenth century
and undervaluing the mighty work which they did.
Some men, forsooth, in these latter days, will tell us that Whitefield,
and Wesley, and Romaine, and Berridge, and Venn, and Grimshaw,
were unlearned and ignorant men-narrow-minded zealots, who
despised sacraments, and held very partial and imperfect views of
truth-ranting fanatics, who disliked the Prayer-book, and cared
for nothing but preaching-hot-headed enthusiasts, who put no real
matter into their sermons, and only "split the ears of groundlings
with excessive loudness of voice." I advise my readers to pay no
regard to such accusations. Those who make them are on1y exposing
their own ignorance of simple facts.
As to learning, the Reformers of the eighteenth century were nearly
all members of Oxford and Cambridge, and some of them Fellows of
Colleges. Romaine and the Wesleys were well known at Christ Church,
Oxford. Berridge, of Clare Hall, Cambridge, was one of the first men
of his year. They were as well educated as most clergymen of this
day, and certainly had more brains than many who now sneer at them.
As to despising sacraments, it is totally false. I cannot find one
among them who did not attach great importance to the Lord's Supper,
and did not frequently press it in its due proportion on his believing
hearers. I doubt if there is a single Ritualist incumbent in all England
who has as many regular communicants as Grimshaw had at Haworth.
The difference between the Reformers of the eighteenth century and
many of their modern detractors is simply this-they advised none to
be communicants un1ess they repented and believed!
As to neglecting all parts of religious worship except preaching,
again the charge is totally false. No one valued the Prayer-book and
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read it more impressively than Whitefield, Rowlands, and Romaine.
No congregations in tills day, I suspect, have better or heartier singing
than their congregations. They had not "Hymns Ancient and
Modern," perhaps, but they had among them such hymn-writers as
Charles Wesley, Toplady, and John Newton. Even now Ritualists
are obliged to confess the beauty of their hymns. If they do not like
their doctrines, they are not ashamed to use their" spiritual songs."
Grand Gothic churches, I grant, the Reformers of the last century
did not build. They had no money to build them, and if they had,
the age supplied no architects to design them. But after all they had
among them plenty of temples of the Holy Ghost. Better a thousand
times have ugly square brick chapels full of living stones and the
Spirit of God, than grand cathedral-like churches full of coldness,
deaduess, histrionic ceremonial, superstition, and formality.
Once more I say, let us never despise the men who revived Reformation doctrines in the eighteenth century. Whatever be their faults
and infirmities, they saved the life of the Church of England, and
without them the Establishment would not have survived to tills day.
If short-sighted bishops and blind clergy had not snubbed and opposed
them, they would have done even a greater work than they did. But
for what they did let us thank God, and never refuse to give them the
honour they deserve.

ltebtews aull fl,ottus of iSoots.
By A 4th
Seaforth. Pp. 16. Price 3d. (Rev. J. Tallach, Free Presbyterian Manse, Kames, Kyles of Bute.)
This excellent booklet is well adapted for putting into the hands of
any really Christian man who is now in the Army. The writer himself
passed through the last great war, and he knows by experience the
peculiar temptations and trials of a Christian soldier. The letter is
written in terms of Christian affection. The writer has a clear grasp
of Gospel truth. He believes in the eternal justification of all true
believers, and the perpetual presence of Christ with His people. He
draws attention to the lessons which a Christian soldier may learn when
sepa"rated from the means of grace and surrounded by large numbers
who have no love for Bible truth. He emphasizes the importance of
being out and out on the Lord's side, and shows that a true soldier of
Christ can be a means of blessing to those around him. Though there
are peculiar trials in the army, there are also remarkable experiences of
the Lord's keeping and delivering power. The Christian soldier finds
out by experience that" underneath are the everlasting arms." He
shows that it is possible for a Christian soldier by the grace of God
to live a really Christian life in the army, and to walk with God in
spite of much that is evil. We warmly commend the booklet.
A
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JOSEPH : A POEM. By the Rev. T. Pittaway, M.A. Pp. 48. Price
2s. 6d. (From the Author, Rector of Rodden, Frome, Somerset.)
The Bible record of Joseph is full of teaching. We are taught that
those who are born of the Spirit are persecuted and hated by the ungodly.
We are taught that the godly may have to pass tbrough great trials
and be brought into experiences of great humiliation, and that yet
amid all their trials the Lord is graciously with them and prospers
them. The sovereignty of God and His overruling hand are specially
manifest in J,oseph's experience. Behind the wickedness of his brethren
and the lies of Potiphar's wife God was marvellously working for the
exaltation of Joseph and the fulfilment of Joseph's dreams. This
poem on Joseph by Mi. Pittaway deals excellently with the whole
narrative, and perhaps many who fail to read the Bible narrative will
be attracted to read this ably-written poem. It is divided into twelve
sections. We would recommend that it should be read aloud on these
black-out evenings.
The author is a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and says of it, " It
is always very precious, but in these trying days it is specially so."
"My WITNESSES" CALENDAR FOR 1941. Price Is., or 9s. 6d. per
dozen, post free. (C. J. Farncombe & Sons Ltd., 30, Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.)
This is a large-typed Calendar which devotes one page to every
month in the year. Nearly half of each page is occupied with a choice
spiritual paragraph from prominent ministers of the Gospel such as
William Gadsby, William Huntington, J. C. Philpot, John Warburton,
William Tiptaft, John Kershaw, Charles Hemington, and others. At
the top and bottom of each page there is a text of Scripture for each
month. The Calendar will be found snitable for hanging in offices,
studies, and dining and other rooms. We presume it is called" My
Witnesses" Calendar because twelve witnesses bear testimony to
Divine truth on its pages.
We have received from the Lord's Day Observance Society the
HAppy GREETINGS CALENDAR for 1941. Single copies 2d., postage Id. ;
6 copies for Is. 3d., and 14 for 2s. 6d., post free. It is on the same
bright lines as in previous years.
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