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THE PORTION OF THE FAMILY.

" God lS ••• my Portion for ever."-PSALM Ixxiii. 26.

FOR a great many years the first article in each issue of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE has been called" The Family Portion." The
idea no doubt is suggested that the truths set forth in the article
are intended for members of that part of GOD'S family who are
down here. There is but one family of GOD, but part of the
family are in heaven and the other part are on earth. Both
parts make up " the whole family in heaven and earth" (Eph.
iii. 15). We cannot minister unto that part of the family 'now
in heaven. They do not need our ministry. The LAMB in the
midst of the throne, He is their SHEPHERD. He leads them unto
living fountains of water (see Rev. vii. 17). Under His shepherd
care they are for ever delivered fre>m hunger and thirst and from
all sorrow and suffering. They are still members of His body
and the objects of His tender love and care. We need not be
concerned about them. They are with the LORD which is .far
better than anything down here.

But the members of the family down here need their spiritual
portion at all times. They need the sincere milk of the Word.
They need also its strong meat. All this is supplied in the
Divinely-inspired Word which has all been written for our
instruction and profit. Hence it is desired that the "Family
Portion" may always be a welcome, instructive, comforting and
satisfying portion for all who read it.
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On .this, the closing month of the old year, we propose to
<;oncentrate the attention of the family on the LORD Himself
as the Portion of His people.

The psalmist had been envious at the prosperity of the wicked.
It seemed as if their experience on earth was far superior to that
of the people of GOD. Later on, however, he understood their
end. He saw that GOD would cast them into destruction. They
would be "brought into desolation, as in a moment." They
would be " utterly consumed with terrors."

Very different would be the experience of the people of GOD.
Each of them could say, " My flesh and my heart faileth: but
GOD is the strength of my heart, and my Portion for ever."

Taking the context of these precious words we may point out:
1. First, that GOD is the present Portion of His people.
"Nevertheless I am continually with Thee." If I am with

Him, then He is with me. We are ever near to each other. This
nearness is continual. We are near to each other by day and
by night, when the sun shines and when its light is withdrawn.
We are near to each other in all the ups and downs of life. "I
am continually with Him," and He never leaves me nor forsakes
me. Lonely I may be so far as human friends are concerned, but
never alone in the highest sense. He is my ever-present Portion.

I can speak to Him at all times and His ear is bent down to
listen to my words. At all times in His Word He speaks to me,
and He always means what He says.

2. Secondly, He is my upholding Portion.
" Thou hast holden me by my right hand." If He holds me,

then I am really held. No one is able to pluck me out of His
hand. I can say to Him, "Hold up my goings in Thy paths
that my footsteps slip not" (Ps. xvii. 5). "Hold Thou me up,
and I shall be safe: and I will have respect unto Thy statutes
continually" (Ps. cxix. 117). "Because He is at my right hand,
I shall not be moved" (Ps. xvi. 8). "Yea, I will uphold thee,"
He says to all whose right hand He holds. What a mercy to have
Him as our upholding Portion.

3. Then He is our guiding Portion.
" Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive

me to glory."
We know not the way. Often we are in perplexity. Our path

may be dark and obscure. We know not which way to turn.
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In these days, when all mile-stones and sign-posts have been
removed, people are often in doubt which way to go. Occupants
of motor cars often stop to ask the way to some place to which they
desire to go. The LORD may be safely relied on to lead His
people forth by the right way. "In all thy ways acknowledge
Him, and He shall direct thy paths." Wait on Him and wait
for Him and you find out that" Blessed are all they that wait
for Him" (Isa. xxx. 18).

Here again is a portion for the family. "The LORD shall
guide thee continually." He is thy Portion to that end.

4. He is an all-desirable Portion.
" Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and there is none upon

earth that I desire beside Thee" or " desire with Thee." Thou
art sufficient. If Thou art with me I have enough. Thou dost
indeed comfort me by allowing me to have sweet intercourse
and fellowship with other members of Thy family, but if necessary
I can do without them. Thou art enough. Thou art all my
salvation and all my desire. To have Thee is bliss. To be
without Thee is darkness and sorrow. '

o what a desirable Portion is the LORD Himself. It is a
comfort that He sends forth His angels to minister unto me,
but He Himself is my chief source of delight and joy.

5. Lastly, He is my mighty and my eternal Portion.
He is " the strength of my heart." What a poor, weak, timid

heart I have! How prone I am to fear! Then what a poor
sinner I am. I am utterly unworthy to have Him for my Portion.
Yet He has welcomed me, pardoned me, clothed me with the
garments of salvation and covered me with the robe of righteous
ness. Faint. though I am, " He.giveth power to the faint, and
to them that have no might He increaseth strength." I can do
all things through Him Who strengtheneth me.

Then, He is my Portion for ever. He has been my Portion
all through this year of war, and through all the years of my
life. He is my Portion to-day and He will be my Portion for
ever. Let me then be of good courage. Let me abandon my
morbid thoughts and fears and say, "The LORD is my Portion,
saith my soul; therefore will I hope in Him" (Lam. iii. 24).

THE EDITOR

Wlzitington Vicarage, (Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
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OUR LORD'S TWO APPEARINGS.

" Now once in the end of the world hath He appeared to put away
sin by the sacrifice of Himself."

" Unto them that look for 'Him shall He appear the second time
without sin unto salvation."-HEBR,Ews ix. 26, 28.

OUR space in the magazine for this month is smaller than in
times gone by, first because the war has necessitated a reduction
in our use of paper, and, secondly, because the December issue
always contains the Index of the contents of the magazine for
the whole year.

The two appearings of our Lord may fittingly, if briefly, occupy
our attention in the" Wayside Notes" for the closing issue of
the magazine for the year 1941.

1. Let us first think of His appearing at His incarnation.
The incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ was a marvellolfs

event. He is a Divine Person in the Godhead. He is spokell
of as "The Word." "In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. All things were
made by Him." He is a Divine being by Whom all things were
made. He is the eternal and Only-begotten Son of the eternal
God. He" the Word was made (or became) flesh and dwelt
among us, and we (who were His people and His believing
followers) " beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only-begotten
of the Father" (John i. 1, 3, 14). "The Son, Which is the Word
of the Father, begotten from everlasting of the Father, the very
and eternal God, and of one substance with the Father, took man's
nature in the womb of the blessed Virgin, of her substance: so
that two whole and perfect natures, that is to say the Godhead and
manhood, were joined together in one Person, never to be divided,
whereof is one Christ, very God, and very Man" (Article Il).

Thus God was manifest in flesh. He became visible to human
eyes, and He went about doing good and healing all that were
oppressed of the devil.

But why did He thus appear? "He appeared to put away
sin by the sacrifice of Himself." The Father sent Him "to
be the propitiation for our sins" (1 John iv. 10), i.e., for the sins
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of His believing people. He came into the world to save" sinners.
He came to save His people from their sins. He came to give
His life a ransom instead of many. He laid down His life for
the sheep. The Lord laid on Him the iniquity of all His people
and He bare their sins in His Own body on the tree. He offered
Himself as a sacrifice for the sins of others. He was Himself
sinless, and so He offered Himself without spot to God. By
dying the Just One for the unjust He redeemed them from the
merited curse of the law. He bore the death penalty which
their sins deserved. Hence there is now no condemnation to
them that are in living union with Him. He has put away their
sin, by bearing its penalty in their place. Their sin was imputed
to Him and He put it away by bearing its penalty. His merits
are now imputed to them, and they are constituted righteous,
and God says of them, " Their sins and iniquities will I remember
no more."

Now notice the great truth that follows upon remission of sins.
" Where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin."
hi the typical sacrifices the priest stood" daily ministering and
offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take
away sin. "But this Man, after He had offered One Sacrifice
for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God." He had
for ever put away the sin of His people by the one sacrifice of
Himself. Hence there is no more offering for sin. "By one
offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified"
(see Heb. x. 11, 12, 14, 17, 18). Having finished the work which
His Father gave Him to do, He returned to His Father and sat
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high. He appeared
once to put away sin by the sa~rifice of Himself.

He actually did put away sin, and all who trust in His merits
are freely, fully, and etern<flly forgiven. It was never intended
that He should offer Himself often. If He were to do so then He
" must often have suffered." But His once for all offering was
efficacious. Hence He sat down with the grand assurance that
He would see of the travail of His soul, and be satisfied with
the grand result of His finished sacrifice.

"Turn then, my soul, unto thy rest;
The merits of thy great High Priest

Have bought thy liberty:
Trust in His efficacious blood,
Nor fear thy banishment from God,

Since Jesus died for thee."
( Toplady.)

30
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2. But He Who appeared to put away sin will appear the
second time.

That great and glorious event is yet future. We do not know
the day nor the hour when it will take place, but we know for
certain that it will take place. Before He went back to heaven
He told His disciples that He was going to prepare a place for
them in His Father's house, " And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that
where I am, there ye may be also."

His promise is yea and amen. He is the faithful and true
Witness. We can rely upon His Word. He will come again.
He will come with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and
with the trump of God.

Before He comes there will be a great shaking of heaven and
earth. The powers of heaven shall be shaken. It will be a great
and momentO\lS event. "Every eye shall see Him." He will
" come in His glory and all the holy angels with Him." We
cannot imagine the greatness, the glory, the majesty, and the
power which will be associated with this great and glorious event.

It will be a coming a second time. No mention is made of a
third coming. It will be a coming again. He does not say,
" again and again."

He will come without sin, i.e., without any sin being then
imputed to Him. He will come unto the full and eternal salva
tion of His people. God hath not appointed them to wrath but
to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for them
at His first coming, so that eventually they would live together
with Him. That is their destiny. To be with Him in' glory.
To behold His glory. To share.His glory. To be glorified with
Him, and to be for ever with Him. So shall His people ever be
with the Lord.

This, dear fellow-believers, is our hope and this is intended
to fill our hearts with comfort. "Unto them that look for Him
shall He appear the second time."

This is the attitude of all His people. Using the same Greek
word, the Apostle says, " Our conversation is in heaven; from
whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who
shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto
His glorious body, according to the working whereby He is able
even to subdue all things unto Himself" (Phi!. iii. 20, 21).
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Looking back, we recall with immense gratitude to God the
first appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though He was rich,
yet His infinite grace led Him to become poor that His believing
people might through His poverty be rich. At His first appearing
He effected the redemption of all His people.

Looking forward, we expect Him to appear a second time to
receive all His people unto Himself that they may experience the
eternal benefits of His redeeming work. Then our eyes will
behold the face of Him Who loved us and gave Himself for us.

"Lord Jesus, come quickly, Thy bride is preparing
In garments of glory before Thee to stand;

Her dimmed eyes are straining to catch Thine appearing,
Her heart bursts in rapture-' My Lord is at hand.'

"Before Thy bright footsteps the clouds part asunder
Thy foes, from the heavens, in terror depart;

While worlds stand astonished, and angels shall wonder
At all Thou hast wrought for the bride of Thine heart.

"Then come, Lord, come quickly, the groans of creation'
Respond to the tears which Thy people have shed

O'er the hope, long deferred, of their blest consummation
Of glory and bliss with their Covenant Head."

THE EDITOR.

SCIENCE AND THE SABBATH.
A WRITER in The Record of Oct. 10th last, says, " The action of
the British Association in holding its concluding session on the
Lord's Day was a gratuitous affront to the religious spirit of
the community, and must discount its influence."

The British Association is an association for the advancement
of science. The object of the recent meetings which were held
on a Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, was, we understand, to
consider how science could be brought to bear on the promotion
of " a new World Order," after the-war. We believe that it is
the first time the British Association has held some of its meetings
on the Sabbath Day, and we greatly deplore this further breach
of the Divine law of the Sabbath.

The use of the wireless on the Lord's Day for speeches in
relation to the war is another evidence of the growing looseness
in the observance of the Sabbath Day.

These breaches of the Divine command to keep holy the
Sabbath are grievous in the sight of Him Who is Lord of the
Sabbath. At a time when God is severely chastising us for our
national sins, and when we need to humble ourselves before Him
in penitential confession and prayer, it is saddening in the extreme
to notice how the Sabbath Day is being increasingly desecrated.
How needful it is that the Lord's people should definitely abstain
from the use of the wireless on the Lord's Day.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Ye that make mention of the Lord, keep not silence, and give

Him no rest, till He establish, and till He make Jerusalem a
praise in the earth."-ISAIAH Ixii. 6, 7.

" IT is the only thing," remarked a humble believer whom I met
recently in the road, as we spoke together of the need of and
relief God's people felt in prayer. And we find daily and
increasingly the more need of it, and the wondrous relief the soul
experiences, as we unburden our hearts and pour out prayer for
our nation and the nations now so grievously suffering the result
of this Satanic conflict and struggle for very existence.

Some little time ago when the burden of this war without
and conflicts Were equally warring within, I got away, as is
my usual custom, to the piano to sing some of the precious songs
of Zion which have so often comforted and lifted up after a
casting down. I lighted on this for the first one, and it came
home with unctious sweetness :-

" Peace-my tumultuous thoughts be still,
Whilst God performs His righteous will
Though clouds and storms surround His feet,
He sits upon a mercy-seat."

(J. Irons.)

It was the last line which particularly arrested me and brought
such comfort and quieting-that God's throne of omnipotence,
majesty, and holiness was a mercy-seat for His poor suffering,
sin-stricken people. Awful in majesty, sweet in mercy to His
redeemed ones, through the precious, all-prevailing Name of
Jesus. Oh, to realize more and more that Jesus is there, waiting
to hear and answer prayer. That the way into the holiest is·
ever open. That in all our ·trials, temptations, sorrows, and
woes, private or pUblic, the remedy is provided and relief is
obtained as the soul in everything by prayer and supplication
lets his requests be made known unto God.

Moreover, it is a high and holy privilege. It betokens life and
power in abiding in the living Vine, without Whom we can do
nothing, but in Whom we can and must prevail.

" My soul, ask what thou wilt,
Thou canst not be too bold;

Since His Own blood for thee He spilt,
What else will He withhold? "

(J. Newton.)

Oh, how it sets forth the marvellous condescension of our God
that He should permit, yea, encourage worms of the earth to
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speak to Him; to obtain access within the presence chamber,
and to bring matters there utterly outside our own immediate
interest. There a poor old saint, unknown and unrecognized by
the world and its rulers, may be heard, besieging the mercy-seat,
confessing our national sins and begging for mercy and deliverance,
and blessing God for the king He has given us and acknow
ledging the marked deliverances He has bestowed in answer to
prayer offered in obedience to the Divine command, " Call upon
Me in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou shalt
glorify Me."

Oh, such prayers, inbreathed and drawn from the heart by
the Holy Spirit, are beyond man's learning and rhetoric, and
they reach God's throne and bring deliverance down. Who
can tell with what gracious returns, since the God of heaven has
promised to look to " this poor man" who feareth and trembleth
before Him and His Word. The strength of it, beloved reader,
lies in the word that God has given His people, high and low,
rich and poor, who ever they be, to be His witnesses, " Ye are
My witnesses saith the Lord" (Isa. xliii. 10; xliv. 8). They
are enjoined to " keep not silence," but" put Me in remembrance"
and "plead together." Oh, the graciousness of the call to
prayer. It gives them holy boldness and obedience and sweet
relief to pour out their hearts thus, and presently in God's set
time for the answer and deliverance to prove, how :-

" " Prayer was appointed to convey,
The blessings God designed to give."

(Joseph Hart.)

Now the text which heads this meditation will lead our thoughts
primarily to some of the leading characters in the Holy Book
who have been specially raised up of God to be their nation's
intercessors for their own people. They are watchers, pastors,
prophets, "watchmen on the walls of Zion" who were found
praying, protesting, and warning earnestly, who were to "keep
not silence"; to be still sueing and soliciting and " give Him
no rest "-no silence, literally-until He establish and make
Jerusalem a praise in the earth. In New Testament language,
"pray without ceasing." "Such lawful petitions from honest
hearts have unmiscarrying returns" (Trapp).

We think of the patriarch Abraham. He was called "the
father of the faithful" and some of the Puritans called the age
that he lived in" the golden age of faith." Truly Abraham
had his many and large petitions and successful answers as
founded upon the promises of his God. Let our readers make it a
larger study than is possible here and meditate over Genesis xviii.,
and the condescending forbearance until Abraham's urgent
request for the sparing of Sodom is reduced from "if there be
fifty righteous in the city" to " ten," and the gracious return
of his prayerful pleading, " I will not destroy it for ten's sake."
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We would love, too, to dwell upon Moses, that meek dear
servant of his God. How he pleaded in the power of his God
to be shown " according as Thou hast spoken" and the Lord's
gracious answer, " I have pardoned according to My word," and
that great congregation of Israel were forgiven their abominable
provocation of murmuring against the Lord ( urn. xiv.).

Think of Joshua's holy argument, when the sins of his people
brought the just condemnation of God and His dear servant
thrust it, as it were, back upon the Lord's Covenant faithfulness
and said, "And what wilt Thou do to Thy great 1 ame? "
(Joshua vii. 9).

Let the reader's mind also carry him on to the sweet history
of Nehemiah, that man of prayer. The whole of his book is of
recorded prayero. There are ten of them.

Then, too, we think of Daniel and his outstanding boldness,
that in spite of the heathen monarch's threats, the Lord's dear
servant yet prayed as was his wont, " three times a day with
his window open towards Jerusalem."

We could enlarge as we think of Ezra, and of King Hezekiah
and his all-prevailing prayer against the invasion of Sennacherib
and that tyrant monarch's signal overthrow. Then think of that
little group of praying souls in a certain house, gathered together
in persistent and prevailing prayer for the Apostle Peter's release,
until he stood at their very door. Also of the little companies
who, in more apostolic days, met " from house to house" to
wait upon their Lord.

Nor is the solitary one overlooked. That is your comfort and
encouragement and mine, dear hidden child of God, whoever you
are, and whatever your circumstances be. Some of us never
feel so safe, happy, and comfortable, as when we are praying.
It is our high and holy privilege to draw nearer the heart of
Him Who cares and feels infinitely for us. It is the very life
of the soul.

And who can tell how our rulers are helped and guided as
some poor hidden, unknown child of God has been led to prayer
for our beloved king, his ministers, and those who on land, sea,
and in the air are fighting our battles for us? It was a signal
remark when during the last Great War (1914-18) there was
that miraculous deliverance at Mons, when had the enemy known
it, he could have simply walked through our thin line of defence,
"Somebody at home has been praying for us," said a godly
soldier, who said it was indeed God's hand alone that had wrought
deliverance.

How He bids His people to pray. "Call upon lVIe in the day
of trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me."
Beloved reader, do you, do I, sufficently value the privilege of
prayer? There is not a moment of our lives but calls for prayer
or praise. "God is never more near His people than when

•
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deliverance seems farthest ofr. They can be in no condition
""here He is at a stand and cannot help them," wrote one of the
Puritan Divines. "The depths of mercy are beyond the depths
of misery, and God hath His Own way of helping His Own children
when all things else deny them help. Pray unto Him we shall,
if we trust in Him, for trust is the root of all successful prayer."

Thus enough has been said in this brief paper to set forth the
privilege and the duty of prayer, whether it be in private or
public, for matters personal or national. The God of heaven
and earth has called upon His people to be constant in prayer.
Then" We will not hide them from our children, showing to the
generation to come the praises of the Lord, and His strength,
and His wonderful works that He hath done" (Ps. lxxviii. 4).

I trust enough has been said to bring home to our hearts
individually the great privilege and mercy of being permitted
to plead, to touch as it were the Royal Sceptre by faith, to
approach the mercy-seat in humble hope and contrite spirit,
feeling we may, we must, draw near. Thus all our wants are
laid upon Him, all our requests unburdened there where alone
is our hope and confidence. "A prayer hearing and prayer
answering God supports me under every load," and well worth
is all the long delay, the trial of faith between the prayer and its
gracious return to every soul exercised therein.

R.

MASS CONVERSIONS.

I HAVE not much faith in the soundness of conversions when they
are said to take place in masses and wholesale. It does not ~eem
to me in harmony with God's general dealings in this dispensation.
To my eyes it appears that God's ordinary plan is to call in
individuals one by one. Therefore when I hear of large numbers
being suddenly converted all at one time, I hear it with less hope
than some. The healthiest and Il}ost enduring success in mission
fields is certainly not where natives have come over to Christianity
in a mass. The most satisfactory and firmest work at home
does not always appear to me to be the work done in revivals.
Bishop J. C. Ryle.

THE sovereignty of God in saving sinners, and the absolute
necessity of preventing grace, are far too much overlooked.
Many talk as if conversions could be manufactured at man's
pleasure, and as if there were no such text as this, " It is not
of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that
showeth mercy" (Rom. ix. 16).-Bishop J. C, Ryle.
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SALVATION HOPE.

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

.. For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures
might have hope "-the hope.-RoMANS xv. 4.

IT is very interesting, dear friends, to note the origin of our
text. If you look into the context preceding you get light upon
that point. The Apostle has been enforcing the practice of
sympathy among the saints one for another. .. We then that
are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to
please ourselves." This is a universal and true grace in the
Spirit. Where the work of the Spirit is there will be general
sympathy but there will be special sympathy for the Lord's weak
ones, and a disposition of heart not to please oneself. .. Let
everyone of us please his neighbour for his good to edification."
That is to be our standard of acting. And then he quotes the
example of Christ, .. For even Christ pleased not Himself"
this is the example he enforces upon his fellow-believers, " but,
as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproached Thee fell
on Me." He found that passage in the sixty-ninth Psalm and the
ninth verse, and you see he dwells upon it because it is written,
it is proved-the example of Christ is beyond controversy. These
are the circumstances historical under which our text was
penned. And the fourth verse amplifies what has just been said,
.. For whatsoever things were written "-not this only, but all of
them, the Old Testament Scriptures, for these alone possibly
existed at the time, .. whatsoever things were written aforetime,"
in the old time, in the days g<;me by, .. were written for our
learning," not for temporal uses only, not for the sakes of those
who then lived, but for our sakes now in the world that we might
be profited. And that passage which he had just quoted of
gracious sympathy one for another is very helpful and very
instructive. We see how even in unlikely places in the Old
Testament Scriptures evangelical truth may be traced. The
truth of God is blessed, blessed truth so that we do well to give
heed to the Old Testament Scriptures, they are the Word of
God, they contain the whole counsel of God, and though in words
differing from the New Testament Scriptures all is there. In
fact we might say of the Book of Genesis alone that all the
couneel of God may be found there; the beginning of truths may
be found there recorded, but they are there. May the Lord give
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us diligent minds in regard to these Old Testament Scriptures
that we may value them more, that we may use them more, that
we may grow in the knowledge of the will of God through their
means and testify them to others that they may receive here a
knowledge of the way of the truth of God. "Whatsoever things
were written aforetime were written for our learning," it is not
for us to choose this and set aside that. "All Scripture is given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction" in the righteousness of God and
the Word of His truth. We do well therefore to give heed when
the Lord speaks that which is written for our instruction. May
He give us the opened ear to hear and the opened heart to receive
the communications of His Word.

Now it is said here, " Whatsoever things were written afore
time were written for our learning, in order that we through
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have (the) hope "
the hope within us. This hope is a definite hope, this hope is a
hope that" maketh not ashamed," it is a hope that liveth and
abideth for ever, because it is based on the Word of righteousness.
The Word of God is sure, and they who build on that foundation
shall never be put to confusion. The hope that rests upon the
warrant of God's Word will never be brought into judgment, will
always live. Maintained and nourished by the Word still it will
grow exceedingly, and become assurance sooner or later. The
hope of salvation is the hope that is spoken of here. If you
turn with me to the eighth chapter of this Epistle you will find
we are saved in hope, the twenty-fourth verse, " For we are saved
by (in) hope: but hope that is seen, is not hope: for what a
man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? But if we hope for that
we see not, then do we with patience wait for it." Hope is the
afmosphere we breathe. Hope is God's Own gift to us, His sure
gift, and given is never taken away by Him. God always recog
nizes hope, the hope that He has kindled in the hearts of His
people, and finds great satisfaction in it because it is so good a
gift. By nature we are without hGpe, we come into the world
without hope, and without God altogether. This hope has to be a
good one, and to have this hope which God gives is to possess
the chief of His mercies and blessings to us, the hope of salvation;
the hope which God Himself, as I have said, gives and preserves
and keeps alive in the hearts of His people, the happy subjects of
this hope. It is through the Scriptures He works. "That we
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope."
The mention of patience must, I think, be taken in connexion
with the Scriptures as well as the comfort, though I noticed
when I was reading this morning in our Prayer Book there is a
comma inserted after patience and then it would read, " that we
through patience, and through comfort of the Scriptures might
have hope." But I am inclined myself to think that the text



without the comma as found in our Bible is correct. It is the
patience which the Scriptures beget and the comfort which the
Scriptures impart that is meant in this place. The Scriptures
supply us with patience, waiting for the hope. So many Scriptures
speak encouragingly to the weak, to weak brethren, to weak
Christians, weak believers, and the text, as I have pointed out, is
an argument why we should bear with the infirmities of the weak
brethren who are not established quite in the Word of God, not
established in that hope. We should be gentle with them,
patient with them, show them what the Scriptures reveal concern
ing hope. They may not have the hope in the enjoyment of it,
but where the Lord quickens, where He begets a new creature,
there is hope inherent in that new nature; that one who is
begotten is begotten again to hope, to a good hope which will be
his in the enjoyment of it sooner or later; but if he have it not
yet in the enjoyment, let him be patient. "They that wait on
the Lord shall renew their strength" in hope. They shall come
into the possession of their inheritance, they are heirs of hope,
in the Lord's appointed time, but the Scriptures encourage them
to be patient. And that is what I would have dear fellow
believers realize, that there is so much of our time down here to
be spent in the atmosphere of hope and patience, patience first
and comfort afterwards. They that patiently wait upon the
Lord for comfort, the comfort which comes from hope, shall not
wait in vain. Is there a patient soul here this morning, one who
has long and patiently waited for the comfort, the hope for
which the Scriptures ever beget in the heart and mind? Let such
an one be encouraged to hope on, to be patient still, comfort is
not far off, hope is at hand. He giveth to those that are patient
and meek in spirit, who humbly tarry His leisure. When God is
tarrying His Own leisure, our hearts are disposed to become
impatient, that is our infirmity; but the Lord in His grace
overcomes that impatience and begets in us the confidence that
He will appear for us and that when He appears it will be glory,
the joy will be almost too great for us. We have waited long,
but we have not waited in vain. He comes, He comes, and we
are delivered; the comfort which the Scriptures begat has been
fulfilled and we are enjoying the bright sunshine of this hope, the
forecast of the glor" that awaits us. It may be long in coming,
but it comes. It may be long in speaking but though it be
silent it will speak in the end. The vision will not mislead us.
This hope is Christ Himself in us, the Hope of glory. This is the
great mystery. This subjective hope is also an objective hope.
It is subjective in us as we experience it, but it is also objective
for it is Christ. Christ Himself is the Hope of His people, and
therefore by faith and patience they rest in Him and on Him,
and find Him to be their joy, their exceeding great joy. Do we
thus value Christ, I ask fellow-believers and myself, do we thus
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value Christ as our Hope? He has been crucified, He died, He
was buried, He rose again, He ascended, He is seated at the
Right Hand of God, Head over all things to the Church
which is His Body, and He is coming. We are hoping He is
coming, and the Lord when He comes will justify the hope which
is on Him. He will show Himself in all His perfections and in
all His excellencies as the Substance of the hope He had wrought
in the hearts of His people. The objective Hope shall justify the
subjective. We are exhorted to hope on, to hope to the end.
He that endureth, hopeth, to the end shall be saved. We are
waiting to be saved in that true and full sense. If we were saved
in hope, and hope is not seen but yet is most real to faith, the
heart is filled with the grace of hope that He will come thus.
" I will come. I will see you again," that is His word of promise
to us who are waiting, patiently waiting. "I have seen you, and
I have seen your need, and now I am coming to be your glory,
to be your rest, and to be your full salvation "-a full salvation
in the enjoyment of it. We are yet inhabiting frail bodies,
bodies of dust, the vile dust bodies of our humiliation, but when
He speaks the Resurrection word we shall change our vile bodies,
we shall no more inhabit them. We shall put them off as polluted
tabernacles. It reminds one of the case of the leprosy which
used to creep into houses and the houses if they were past
cleansing were given over to destruction. And so these bodies
of ours are hopelessly leprous and the Lord will put them off from
us and clothe us anew with our heavenly house which is already
prepared. "We know that if our earthly house of this taber
nacle " be dissolved we have a, house in the heavens made ready
for us. "I go to prepare a place for you." He has prepared a
place for us and when we are all gathered in and the last elect
vessel of mercy discovered and brought, then the Lord will
speak the word of Resurrection and this corruptible will put on
incorruption, and this mortal will put on immortality, and death
shall be swallowed up, swallowed up of life, and we shall be with
the Lord in the full enjoyment of-this blessed Hope for which we
patiently waited.

May He keep us in His Own power, for Christ's sake. Amen.

MEDITATIONS ON THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS.
By THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW, M.A.,

DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.

" Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of
the purchased possession, unto the praise of His glory."
EPHESIANS i. 14.

IN our love to God and trust in the Lord Jesus, we should greatly
magnify the mercies and work of the Holy Spirit. Without
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Him we should still continue dead in trespasses and sins, ignorant
of the blood of atonement, without one ray of comfort, without
the power to pray and praise. One portion of His important
work is mentioned in the preceding verse, in which He is said
to "seal" believers. In the present, He is said to. be "the
earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased
possession." Let us inquire: (1) In what sense He is the earnest
of our inheritance; (2) What is meant by the redemption of
the purchased possession. May He, Who only has light, reveal
Himself to our souls, and teach us the wonders which He
performs for the children of men !

1. In what sense is He the earnest of our inheritance? This
blessed state is not on earth, it is in heaven: we are heirs of God,
and joint-heirs with Christ. It consists of perfect knowledge,
purity, peace, joy, and glory in the eternal kingdom above, in
the presence of God, our Redeemer, the whole company of the
saved, and the angels of light. The earnest of this blessedness
is a portion of it already conferred, which is not to be recalled,
but which is to continue ours until we receive the full possession,
and are admitted to the perfect consummation. Hence the
Spirit dwelling in the heart of each believer, is the first dawn or
commencement of heavenly knowledge, purity, peace, joy, glory.
He is heaven begun, in all the bright and good perfections which
heaven contains.

Hence heaven will be no new place to the child of God. It
will indeed be an immeasurable and infinite enlargement, expan
sion, and amplification of the spiritual gifts which he has been
privileged to enjoy during his pilgrimage; but it will reveal
nothing to him, of which he has not previously had some glimpse
and foretaste. Then indeed he will see God face to face, and
know even as he is known; but now he knows God in part as
his Father and the concentration of all excellence. Then he will
see Jesus as He is; but now by faith "he sees Him Who is
invisible," and" knows the love of Christ, which passeth know
ledge." Then he will be pure, even as God is pure, and holy as
He is holy; but now he is " a partaker of the Divine nature,"
which" cannot sin, because it is born of God." Then his peace
shall never be disturbed by any doubt or any assault of Satan;
but now the peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
keeps, like a watchful garrison, his heart, through Jesus Christ.
Then shall his joy be a vast ocean, which knows no shore; but
now he " rejoices with joy unspeakable, and full of glory." Then
.he shall be invested" with an exceeding weight of glory," even
the very glory which the Father gave unto Jesus before the
foundation of the world; but now, the Spirit dwelling in him
is the rising beam of all this surpassing brightness.

Hence the Spirit of promise, working knowledge, purity, peace,
joy, glory in the believer's heart, is an earnest of the heavenly
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inheritance. How much then might we enjoy of heaven, even
while we are pilgrims in the flesh. We are called to be " temples
of the Holy Ghost," and to be " filled with the Spirit": that
is, we are called to be filled, even to overflowing, with earnests of
heaven. 0 gracious Saviour, fulfil in us Thy precious promise
and send the Comforter from on high, that He may dwell in us
and abide with us for e,ver.

2. We proceed to inquire, what is meant by " the redemption
of the purchased possession." The Lord's portion is His people:
they were given unto Him by His Father as His jewels-His
peculiar treasure. The Church, though it is composed of a mass
of vile earth and miserable sinners, is still the possession which
Jesus prizes. In the immensity of His power, He might form
worlds upon worlds, and people them with beings enabled to show
forth His praise; but in His marvellous grace He chooses a
collction of poor rebels, and regards them as His beloved possession.
Are we His? Let us see to it that no other lord has any dominion
over us: let us reserve to Him the undisputed possession of
our souls.

Moreover, this possession is purchased. With what a price!
Even by the price of His most precious blood. "He loved
me," said the Apostle, " and gave Himself for me." Is property
valued by its cost? What, then, must be the value of believers
in the Lord's estimate. How dear they must be to His heart,
if for them He was willing, nay, delighted, to endure the extremi
ties of Divine wrath, and to stand before God as an accursed
thing. 0 my soul, think how Jesus loved thee~and think by
what costly sacrifice he purchased thee, and learn to trust Him
more and serve Him better.

What is the day of redemption unto which the Spirit seals
us? It is that great, fast-coming day, when the Lord, with His
mighty power, shall raise our dead bodies from the dust of death,
and change them, that they may be like unto His Own glorious
body. Already we are redeemed from the curse of the Law,
the damnation of Hell, and the dominion of Satan; but there
remains an enemy, even Death, who for a little while will seem
to triumph over us. But he shall be annihilated. "The last
enemy that shall be destroyed is Death." He must, at the voice
of Jesus, give back his captives. Then shall redemption be
wholly and finally complete. Then shall be the perfection of
redemption both in body and soul and the shout shall be heard,
" 0 grave, where is thy victory? 0 death, where is thy sting? "

May the Holy Ghost seal us unto this great day. May He
be the earnest in our souls until its brightness "dawn, and
mortality be swallowed up of life."

THOSE that would be kept from harm, must keep out of harm's
way.-Malthew Henry.
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eUt J!loung ftolkg' ~agt.

THE MONK OF BREMEN.

MENTION is often made in the newspapers nowadays of the town
of Bremen in Northern Germany. It is because of such frequent
attacks by our airmen that we hear the name so often; but
the town has been well known for hundreds of years. Bremen,
in the sixteenth century, was under a tyranny as bad as the
present rule, for the Pope and his officers were as really enemies
of true liberty as Hitler and the Gestapo are to-day. But the
Reformation was spreading; and in the days of which I write,
Bremen had been stirred by the strange sound of the Gospel.
A young monk who had arrived in the city was preaching to
eager crowds the Word of God, and uplifting Christ on the cross
as the Saviour of sinners.

Henry von Zuphten had been a monk in an Antwerp monastery,
which had been swept by a mighty wind of the Holy Spirit.
From the Prior to the youngest lay-brother, all were familiar with
the Scriptures, and the Word had become precious to their souls.
They preached regularly to the people of Antwerp; indeed, the
monastery chapel was too small to hold the crowds that came
to hear. But not for long did so happy a state of things con
tinue. Like wolves on the fold, the Romish authorities swept
down upon the convent; the monks were driven out, and many
of them imprisoned or put to death. A few young men escaped,
among them our friend, who was delivered from the very hands
of the executioners by some brave women. Henry fled to
Bremen; but instead of keeping quiet and hiding from his
enemies, he began boldly to preach in the streets of the city.
The Word of God will not be bound, even by priestly threats and
cruelty.

When Henry had been for some time in Bremen, news of his
good words spread to the country round. There was a faithful
pastor labouring in the Dittmarsh, who invited Henry to come
and work among his people. He agreed, and arrived at Pastor
Boye's house one Saturday, ready to preach next day. But the
news that he was expected reached the ears of a Dominican prior
in the district on Friday, and he was greatly disturbed. "If
that man preache~ and the people listen," said he, " all is lost!"
His dread of the heretic's coming spoilt his night's rest, and rising
very early in the morning, he made his way to the rough common
where he knew that a meeting of the principal men among the
Dittmarshers was being held. These peasants were quite ignorant
and uneducated, but they were all head men in their own villages
and were called "regents." To them came the prior in haste:
" The monk of Bremen is come to ruin all the Dittmarshers ' "
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he said. The forty-eight regents were aghast, and agreed at
once to help the prior to oust the intruder, thinking such a deed
would bring them fame. A letter was composed with their
assent, ordering Henry not to preach, with threats of speedy
death if he persisted.

All this took time, and when the prior reached Pastor Boye's
house, it was the middle of the night. When the monk read the
letter, he merely said calmly, " If it is God's will that I should
die among the Dittmarshers, heaven is as near me here as any
where else; I shall preach."

So on the Sunday the monk of Bremen entered the pulpit,
and his sermon was full of power and life. The congregation
were much moved; but as they were leaving· the Church, up came
the prior flourishing the letter of the regents. This threw the
people into much confusion. They met upon the heath; some
were for waiting to see what Henry would do next, others urged
that another letter of warning should be sent. But the prior
would have none of this. He knew that if the preaching went
on, the people would soon be on Henry's side. He insisted on
acting at once: "We must seize him during the night, and burn
him before he can open his mouth ! "

This wicked counsel prevailed. When darkness fell, a bell in
one of the Churches summoned the people. Five hundred
villagers assembled, and after stirring up their courage by means
of three barrels of beer, they set out for Pastor Boye's house.
The straggling procession was lit up by the torches of the prior
and his friends. Twelve strokes boomed solemnly from the clock
tower, as they neared the parsonage in stealthy silence.

Then of a sudden all was uproar. The gates were burst open
by the drunken crowd, who rushed in, bringing havoc into every
room of the house. But it was Henry they wanted; the poor man
was dragged from his bed, and forced out upon the road without
a chance to dress. With his hands tied behind his back, the cruel
crowd hurried their victim along the snow-covered road to the
heath. Here a bailiff read out some sort of charge; the men
around struck at Henry with their clubs, and then forced a
poor monk to come up to receive his confession before his death.
" Brother," said Henry, " have I ever wronged you?" "Never,"
replied the monk. "Then," said the other, " I have nothing to
confess." At this the monk retired in confusion, and Henry was
dragged to a stake, around which logs of wood had been hastily
piled. But for two hours the fire would not take hold, and
there stood the brave monk in the bitter cold, trying even yet to
confess his faith in Jesus Christ. At last a man close by struck
him a great blow with a club, and Henry fell dead upon the fire.

Thus perished the monk of Bremen, adding one more to the
long list of martyrs, who for the sake of the Name, the matchless
Name, have joyfully endured shame and suffering, violence and
death. DAMARIS.
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THE MESSIAH.
AT Eden's gates the promise of the Seed
Is consolation. Days of Noah give
The sheltering ark as type of coming Christ.
We walk with Abraham and joy to see
Messiah's day. We dwell in Jacob's tents
And feed on promises secure and sure.
We leave the venerable Israel
Of Shiloh speaking on his bed of death.
The rescued seed from Egypt's bondage eat
The passover which points to God's slain Lamb.
Thus from the first the Christ was visioned forth.
Ah! if we have no Christ we have no bread
From heaven; we have no water from the rock;
We have no refuge from the storm of life,
No healing for the sick, no Spirit's power.
The trusting soul still finds Him All in All.

Rodden Rectory, T. PlTTAWAY.

Frome, Somerset.
======

IMPORTANT: TO OUR READERS.
OUR readers are aware that the great restrictions, through the
war, on the use of paper, compelled our esteemed printers to
reduce the size of the magazine from forty-eight pages to thirty-two.

We greatly regret that commencing with the new year, further
restrictions will have to be made. Our printers find that it will
be necessary to issue the magazine only every other month
throughout the year 1942.

Accordingly the first issue will (D.V.) be for January-February,
and it will be published about Jan. 10th. There will thus be
only six issues in 1942 instead of twelve. The price for these
for the year will be three shillings and sixpence, post free, or if
ordered through a bookseller, three shillings.

Other publications have to be restricted in the same way. We
hope our readers will bear patiently with this trial as one of the
many trials of this terrible war.

We heard recently of one of our readers reading aloud to two
other readers extracts from an old copy of the magazine, and
we suggest that on alternate months our readers who possess
old copies would read them over again. Bible truth is eternal,
and in so far as the magazine contains Bible truth the old copies
will still be instructive and helpful.

Let us all still rally round this effort to provide Gospel reading
for the Lord's redeemed people, and let us pray for the continued
prosperity of this magazine, and for the Lord's abundant blessing
on its publication.
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MY COMPLAINT.
IN Psalm cxliv. David poured out his thanksgiving, prayers,
and praises. How manifest it is that all his hope was in God.
Man was like unto vanity; his days passed away; but help
of all sorts was in the Lord and of the Lord. How largely he
asked. He asked, as a royal petitioner would, for such salvation
as kings need. He asked for the sons and daughters, for the
flocks and herds. He asked that the garners might be full of
food, and to end up he asked that there might be no complaining
in the streets.

What a very desirable condition that was-to have union and
peace on the highway. David knew how it felt when all the tribes
came" with a perfect heart" to make him king in Hebron. On
that occasion he rejoiced from the sorrow of years past, from the
misery, for instance, that was his when the people, campia ining
that it was his fault that their wives and all besides were carried
off, " spake of stoning him."

Indeed he knew that it was God that makes men to be of one
mind in an house. It was God that subdued the people that was

.. under him. Before he came to the throne he had his own
complaints to make in the ear of never wearying kindness about
Saul's treatment of him-sorrows, griefs, mournings. Maybe the
later burdens were heavier when his own people complained of
him.

If God makes us feel that we are "without excuse," He
deepens our need of His mercy, " Against Thee, Thee only have
I sinned."

The sons of Zeruiah were too strong for him. He might
complain to God of them. He could never complain of his
burdens or wrongs as being undeserved, or too heavy at the
hands of Him for Whom he waited. At the throne of grace he
poured out his complaints. The God of Jacob was his God.

My dear mother once said that she thought that Jacob must
have had a very heavy time, whe!1, from the injustices of Laban
he went home to the bickerings and complainings of his wives.
And God was kind to them all.

The whole family of Israel in the wilderness were complainers.
They "murmured in their tents." They complained of the
food, of Moses' leadership, of their prospects, even of the good
land which they saw with their eyes. "Neither murmur ye,"
says the Apostle, "as some of them also murmured and were
destroyed."

Of course there is such a thing as a complaint which is not a
murmuring in the sense of pure discontent. When Nehemiah
was repairing Jerusalem, " there was a great cry of the people
and of their wives against their brethren of the Jews," and
Nehemiah, making inquiry, "was very angry" at the wrongs
that were inflicted on his poor brethren. Their complaint was a
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plea for their children, which was considered and accepted by
the gracious leader. So also was the complaint (called a murmur
ing) of the Grecians against the Hebrews because their widows
were neglected. The apostles took the matter up and the whole
multitude were pleased with the outcome. Seven excellent men,
all of them Grecians, were appointed to see to the needs of the
widows. Truth and kindness removed the grievance; mercy,
peace, and love were multiplied.

It might be said that a complaint that carries solitariness with
it must be more grievous and heavier than one that is shared.
In Psalm cxlii. David, pouring out his complaint before God,
showing Him his trouble, added that he looked in vain for help.
Refuge failed him; no one felt with him, and he was brought
very low. Hannah was rather solitary when she complained,
and Eli found fault with her. How solitary Job was. As for
him, was his complaint to man? No; he had a heart that
knew its own bitterness. But God knew it. "How long wilt
Thou forget me, 0 God? for ever? " was not the challenge of
rebellion or impatience, but the prayer of a living, loving, longing
soul. "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?"
the Lord prayed when, to use His own sinless language, " dogs"
compassed Him, and the assembly of wicked men enclosed Him.
He judged righteous judgment as we cannot, but may we ever be
taught to look to Him for humility of heart, for wisdom and
strength, for His own blessing and keeping, for His torgiveness,
for the knowledge of His saving Name. FOLLOWER-ON.

EXPULSION OF JEWS FROM GERMANY.
THOUSANDS FOR POLAND.

(From our Special Corr~spondent.)

German Frontier, Oct. 22nd.
THE expulsion of Jews on a grand scale, which began suddenly
in Bohemia and Moravia with such ferocity in the middle of the
first war winter but was inexplicably suspended, has now been
resumed not only in the Czech " Protectorate" but throughout
the Reich.

Thousands of Jews, some of whom had even been working as
conscripts in munition factories, have' been arrested in the streets
when going home after nightfall and told forthwith to pack a
small handbag, get together no more than 100 marks in cash,
and join an east-bound train an hour later. Their destination
is not revealed, but it is understood that the clearing station is
Lodz (now called Litzmannstadt), in Poland, whence they will
be sent to ghettoes in various parts of Poland. About 20,000
elderly men, women, and children have thus already been
evacuated from Berlin, besides others from Cologne, Dusseldorf,
the Rhineland, and Prague.-" The Times," Oct. 23rd, 1941.
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"A SCRIPTURAL WITNESS AGAINST ROMANISM AND
RITUALISM."

(See our remarks under Reviews, etc.)

Is THE BIBLE A COMPLETE GUIDE TO SHOW US THE

WAY OF SALVATION?

YES, indeed! for the Apostle said that the Holy Scriptures are
able to make us wise unto salvation through faith that is in
Christ Jesus ... that the man of God may be perfect throughly
furnished unto all good works.

Holy Scripture, therefore, contains, not some, but all things
necessary for salvation. It is the sole source of revealed truth,
and we are to receive with meekness the engrafted Word, which
is able to save our souls.

The Word of God is living. As milk is to a babe, so is the
Word of God to a newly born-again soul, and to them who are
of a riper age it is the strong meat, so that they may have their
senses exercised to discern both good and evil. .

The Scriptures have been given for a lamp unto our feet and a
light unto our path, and they are to be our delight and meditation.
We are to hide them in our hearts, lest we sin against God.

The object of Scripture meditation and study is to seek, with
the Holy Spirit's help, God's teaching and God's authority for
our worship and our service unto Him; and although full unity
of the faith has not been manifest among Christians since
apostolic times, yet this should be the desire and object of their
hearts.

Since the apostles were on earth, there has not been the out
ward visible unity of the Church of Christ as the one united
body, embracing the Dne faith; howbeit the inward super
natural life within the believer remains. The Scriptures foretold
false teachers arising, and departure from the faith, and the
seeds of division were already apparent in the apostles' days,
and, after their departure, schism developed, and the outward
unity of those in the body of Christ was broken.

The professed unity of the Roman Church (though not a fact
really, for from Rome's standpoint schism exists), through
claiming an "infallible voice" with sole power to interpret
Scripture, and forbidding private judgment on pain of anathema,
is but an imitation of the unity of the Spirit which God enjoins
upon His people.

The true Church of Christ, however, has endured, scattered
indeed, yet the Lord knoweth them that are His. She is, by God's
appointment, a pilgrim Church, refusing earthly glory, and in
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lowly service seeking to please her absent Lord: waiting in patient
hope for His return, and having meanwhile the Holy Scriptures
to guide and instruct, as a lamp that shineth in a dark place,
until the Day dawn.

Is TRADITION A SAFE GUIDE?

By no means! for to be a safe guide and authoritative it would
need to be equally inspired and in exact agreement with Holy
Scripture.

Traditions, even if any claimed them as coming direct from the
apostles, could not be accepted as genuine or satisfactory, unless
they could be provable from the apostles' inspired writings.
Apostolic tradition could only include and harmonize with the
faith which was once delivered unto the saints.

If not, such traditions are the doctrines and commandments
of men, which make the Word of God of none effect. even as
the Jews set aside the commandments of God to keep their own
traditions.

Tradition has brought in ritualistic services which appeal to
the senses, veneration of images, invocation of saints, prayers
and masses for the dead, celibacy, indulgences, purgatory,
numerous observances and rites, and doctrines not found in the
sacred writings.

Since the apostles were on earth no authority has been com
mitted to man to reveal new doctrines, or declare new revelations,
and we must not add to God's words or take away from them.

There is no safety in the many divergent voices of antiquity,
or in oecumenical councils, and tradition is incapable of historic
proof. There is no such thing as the " unanimous consent of
the early fathers," as their writings show, even on vital, funda
mental questions. It is an expression which will not bear investi
gation. Nor should teaching be accepted for its antiquity but
for its Scriptural truth.

Only if we can say like the- Lord Himself when combating
error, " It is written," in the Scripture, are we on a sure founda
tion; yet multitudes, thinking to do God service, practise that
which He has not commanded, and, unlike the Bereans, accept
what others teach, without Scriptural inquiry.

DID THE CHURCH GIVE us THE BIBLE AND ITS CANON?

The question, when asked, usually implies that if the Church
gave us the Scriptures, therefore the voice of the Church should
be binding as regards the interpretation of the Scriptures.

Leaving just now the question as to who comprise .the true
Church of Christ on earth, help to a right understanding of this
question may be found by considering the Old Testament writings,
and through whom we receive them.
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To the Jews were committed the oracles of God, and with
almost fanatical care and zeal they handed them down from
generation to generation. Yet, although they were the custodians
of God's truth, we do not accept their interpretations. Far
otherwise! And likewise, whoever have in God's overruling,
guarded the New Testament writings, God's people do not
necessarily accept their interpretations, much less any new
teachings not found therein.

God has overruled in various ways to preserve unto us His
truth, both as regards the canon and its sacred text; much
learning and scholarship, not confined to anyone professing
body, being expended thereon.

It is sometimes asked, " How do we know Scripture is Scripture,
apart from the voice of the Church?" But it may also earnestly
be asked, " How do we know which Church is the true one, apart
from the Scriptures?" If a Church claims an authoritative
voice, so also do the Scriptures, and the latter, written to preserve
unchanging truth, and to give light and understanding, are
God's voice by His Spirit to His people and to the seeking soul.

All the books contained in the English Authorised Version are
acknowledged to be from God, both on account of the message
they contain and their inward unity, and also from the power
and effect which they have in the lives of Christians, and a
Church professing the authority of these sacred writings must be
tested thereby.

The Jews of old were likewise tested by their obedience or
otherwise to God's law and commandments, and although the
Old Testament writings, like the New Testament, contain deep
teaching from God, yet there was much that could not be mis
understood, and so it is to-day. The true Christian teacher or
Church will not demand passive acquiescence in what he says,
as the Roman Church demands, but will ever seek to show that
his teaching is in accordance with the Scriptures and will own
that they alone are authoritative.

THE PRIME MINISTER'S THANKSGIVING TO GOD.
THE Prime Minister (Mr. Churchill) was the principal guest at
the luncheon given by the new Lord Mayor at the Mansion
House, on Nov. 10th, Lord Mayor's Day. In the closing part
of his speech he said :-

" Thus we may, without exposing ourselves to any charge of
complacency, without in the slightest degree relaxing the intensity
of our war effort, give thanks to Almighty God for the many
wonders which have been wrought in so brief a space of time,
and we may derive fresh confidence from all that has happened
and bend ourselves to our task with all the force that is in our
soul and with every drop of blood that is in our veins."
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Jaebie\us anb Jaotlces of tiooks.
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND ALMANAC, 1942. Pp. 36. Price,

paper cover, post free, 4d. per copy; or cloth, 48 pp.,
including diary, post free, 10d. (Church Association, 13
and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.)

The front cover has a beautiful picture of Princess Elizabeth
and Princess Margaret. All who have used this almanac in the
past will want it for the year 1942.
A SCRIPTURAL WITNESS AGAINST ROMANISM AND RITUALISM,

Pp. 40. (To be obtained from the author, Mr. R. L. Wheeler,
HI, Capel Road, London, E.7.)

This is a handy and attractive booklet dealing, without harsh
ness, with sixteen points against Romanism and Ritualism. It
is most valuable and worthy of a large circulation. We give
under" Protestant Beacon" three extracts.

FACTS ABOUT ROMANS IX.
A LADY visited a clergyman many years ago, and in course of
conversation he felt it necessary to quote Romans ix., whereupon
the lady put her fingers in her ears, saying, "0 don't quote
Romans ix. to me."

A headmaster is reported by a pupil as saying in reference to
Romans ix., " If I believed that I would not remain a Christian."

Yet Romans ix. is part of the Word of God. Any preaching
which is not sweetened by Romans ix. cannot be called full Gospel
preaching.

EDITORIAL.
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Extracts (rom our. Correspondence.
From a Wiltshire reader, who is eighty-seven years old: .. The GOSPEL MAGAZINE

has been a great blessing to me for the last sixty-four years and is increasingly
so now."

From Great Missendell: .. We are very glad it has been possible to continue
printing the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, in spite of so many and great difficulties. How
good it is in these dark days to be able to obtain magazines such as the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, that keep to the' old paths,' and proclaim the Word of God with no
uncertain sound."

From Bournemoulh: .. Who can say where the war will not penetrate?" (Only
God can bring it to an end. Hence the need to cry, "Arise for our help, and
redeem us for Thy mercies' sake."-Editor.)
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