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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

THEY THAT TRUST IN THE LORD

« Let all those that put their trust in Thee rejoice,. let them ever
shout for joy, because Thou defendest them."-PSALM v. 11.

IN the previous verses of this psalm David speaks of the ungodly in
v;lrious ways. He describ.es them as "the foolish," "workers of
iniquity," "them that speak leasing," "the bloody and deceitful
man," people in whom is "no faithfulness," whose "throat is an
open sepulchre," who "flatter with their tongue" and who have
rebelled against God. Thus sin in various ways characterises the
ungodly. They are sinners by nature and sinners by practice. They
are sinful in mind, sinful in speech, sinful in act and sinful in heart.
In fact it may be said of them that their wickedness is great and
that every imagination of the thoughts of their hearts is only evil,
and is continually evil. This has always been true more or les.s since
the fall. "There is none righteous, no, not one." "There is none
that seeketh after God." "There is none that doeth good, no, not
one." "There is no fear of God before their eyes." All, both Jews
and Gentiles, are under sin. "All have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God" (Rom. iii. 9-18, and verse 23).

There is, however, a mighty difference between the godly and the
ungodly, between those who have been born only once and those
who have been born again of the Holy Ghost. The former are dead
in trespasses and sins. They are under the influence of " the spirit
that now worketh in· the children of disobedience." They fulfil
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"the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and are by nature the
children of wrath" (Ephes. ii. 2, 3). In great contrast to the
ungodly, of whom David speaks in the earlier verses of the psalm,
are those who put their trust in God and who love His name. Of
the former of these let us specially think in this family portion
"those that put their trust in Thee," the God Whom David
addresses in the psalm.

1. First, notice that trust in God is a characteristic of God's true
people.

It characterised David. Because he trusted in Him, he cried unto
Him, he prayed to Him. He cried unto Him as his King, owning
Him as King of kings. . He cried unto Him as his God, the sole
object of his worship. In the morning of each day he directed his
prayer unto the Lord. He looked up to Him. He sought His
guidance. "Lead me, 0 Lord, in Thy righteousness." " Make
Thy way straight before my face" (verses 2, 3, 8). All this showed
he was one of those who trusted in the Lord, trusted in His power,
His mercy, His guiding hand, and in His goodness. T rust in God
characterises all God's people. '

(1) They trust in the Redeemer Whom God has provided for
them.

"When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His
Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that
were under the law, that they might receive the adoption of sons"
(Gal. iv. 4, 5). God's beloved and eternal Son is the Redeemer of
His people. He came to redeem them from the curse which their
sins deserved, and He carried out the purpose of His coming. Those
who trust in Him as their Saviour can say, " Christ hath redeemed
us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is
written, Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree" (Gal: iii. 13).
" He bare our sins in His Own' body on the tree" (1. Peter ii. 24).
Like sheep we have all gone astray, and the Lord, in rich mercy
and grace, " hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all," and" He was
wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities;
the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes
we are healed" (Isaiah liii. 5, 6).

All this is the language of trust. They acknowledge that they
had gone astray from ,God and turned to their own way, but they
believed that the Lord laid on the Redeemer their iniquity and He
bare to the full its merited penalty, as their holy and divine Substi
tute, and so they, trusting in His redeeming work, cry out with
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confidence and trust, cc With Eis stripes we are healed." 0 the
mercy when a poor sinner has this assurance in his heart. This is
the assurance which Paul had both in regard to himself and the
believing saints at Ephesus. He says, concerning himself and them,
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; Who
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ: according as He hath chosen us in Him before the founda
tion of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before
Him in love: having predestinated us unto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ to Himself, accqrding to the good pleasure of His
will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made
us accepted in the Beloved. In Whom we have redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His
grace" (Ephes. i. 3-7). Paul and the saints at Ephesus had redemp
tion through Christ's blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of divine grace. Christ had redeemed them from merited
condemnation by His precious blood. Hence they possessed the
forgiveness of all their sins, according to the riches of divine grace.
They were amongst those who had faith or trust in Christ's blood.
Hence forgiveness was their eternal portion. I t is whosoever
believeth or trusteth in Him who shall not perish, but have ever
lasting life.

(2) They trust m God's saving and preserving power.

The language of their hearts is, "Behold, God is my salvation;
I will trust and not be afraid: for the Lord Jehovah is my strength
and my song; He also is become my salvation" (Isaiah xii. 2). They
rejoice in God their Saviour. They recognise that He not only saves
them from the penalty of their sins, but He is continually saving
them from sin's power. They are amongst the sheep whom the
Father has given to Christ, and J:le says of them, "My Father,
which gave them Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to
pluck them out of My Father's hand" (John x. 28, 29).

(3) They trust in His promises.

He has given them exceeding great and precious promises, and
what He has promised, He is able also to perform. They trust in
His promise to guide them. They are often in perplexity and know
not what to do, but their eyes are upon Him. They seek His
guidance and they find how true is the promise, "He shall direct
thy paths." They trust in his promise to supply their wants. "No
good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly"
(Psalm lxxxiv. 11). "0 fear the Lord, ye His saints: for there is



356 The Gospel Magazine

no want to them that fear Him" (Psalm xxxiv. 9). Millions of the
Lord;s poor saints could bear testimony to the truth of these divine
assurances. John Newton, amongst them, says:

" The birds without barn
Or storehouse are fed;

From them let us learn
To trust for our bread:

His saints what is fitting,
Shall ne'er be denied,

So long as 'tis written,
The Lord will provide."

All the promises are yea and amen to His people.

2. The words of the psalm are a prayer that such trusting people
should rejoice.

" Let all those that put their trust in Thee rejoice. Let them ever
shout for joy." It is true that they have their times of sorrow and
depression. But the Apostle says, "As sorrowful, yet alway

rejoicing» (H. Cor. vi. 10). He also says to God's people, "Rejoice
in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice" (Phi!. iv. 4). The
Lord is always with His people whatever their circumstances.
Though all men forsake them, yet He never leaves them. They
should therefore rejoice in Him, though they cannot always rejoice
in the presence of men. He is there, and He is always the same in
His power, His love, His sympathy and His mercy. Hence, let them
ever rejoice, nay, let them even" shout for joy." If only we realise
all that the Lord is to us we shall all the more be ready to "shout
for joy." Not easy is it for us to do this. We are very prone to
look on the dark ~ide of things. We get down and depressed.
Morbid thoughts and fears fill our minds, but the inspired words of
the psalmist are the standard at which we should aim. Similar
teaching is given in Psalm lxviii. 3. There we read, "Let the
righteous be glad: let them rejoice before God: yea, let them
exceedingly rejoice." Let our prayer often be, "Wilt Thou not
revive us again: that Thy people may rejoice in Thee?" Again
let us look up to the Lord and say, "Rejoice the soul of Thy
servant: for unto Thee, 0 Lord, do I lift up my soul" (Psalm lxxxi.
6; lxxxvi. 4). The world rejoices in earthly possessions, in worldly
pleasures, in worldly company and worldly ways. Be it ours by
divine grace to rejoice in the Lord for all the spiritual blessings He
has bestowed upon us.
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3. The words of the psalm give a reason why the Lord's people
should rejoice.

"Let them ever shout for joy, because Thou defendest them."
David knew by experience that the Lord was the Defender of His
people. The Lord delivered him out of the paw of the lion and out
of the paw of the bear, and He also marvellously delivered him out
of the hand of the Philistine, Goliath of Gath. He could say, " I
will sing of Thy power; yea, I will sing aloud of Thy mercy in the
morning: for Thou hast been my defence and refuge in the day of
my trouble. Unto Thee, 0 my strength, will I sing; for God is my
defence, and the God of my mercy" (Psalm lix. 16, 17). David's
God is our God. He is a God Who defends us from all peril,
spiritual and temporal. We are daily face to face with the power of
the world, the flesh and the devil. Our divine Defender, however,
enables us to overcome the world. "This is the victory that over
cometh the world, even our faith" (I. John v. 4). The believer
overcomes the world by faith in God. "He giveth power to the
faint." They that wait on Him shall renew their strength to over
come the world. The same divine Defender enables us to overcome
the flesh. "Walk in the Spirit and ye shall not fulfil the lust of
the flesh" (Gal. v. 16). Depending on God the Holy Spirit, we shall
be defended against the power of the flesh.

How can we be proof against the devil who walketh about seeking
whom he may devour? Only by our divine Defender. Clothed
with the armour of God, we are able to stand against the wiles of
the devil. Taking the shield of faith in our God we " shall be able
to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked," the wicked one. (Ephes.
vi. 11, 13, 16).

Our God is an almighty Defender If He· is for us, none can
be effectually against us. He is an ever-present Defender. He is
always on the spot to defend His people. It is His habit to give
power to the faint. He is their strong tower. They run to I:Iim in
danger and are safe. He is their refuge and strength, their present
help in trouble. A great host of the king of Syria compassed the
city where Elisha and his servant were. The servant said, "Alas,
my master! how shall we do?" Elisha answered, "Fear not: for
they that be with us are more than they that be with them. At:Jd
Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray Thee, open his eyes, that he
may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man; and he
saw:and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of
fire round about Elisha " (H. Kings vi. 15-17). So, for our comfort
it is written, " They that trust in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion,
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which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever. As the mountains
are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about His people

• from henceforth even for ever" (Psalm cxxv. 1, 2). Thus the words,
" Thou defendest them" are gloriously true, and therefore they are
a ground for constant rejoicing. "Let them (the Lord's people)
ever shout for j,oy because Thou defendest them."

Wherefore, ye who are trusting in the Redeemer Whom God has
provided for His people, and who are trusting in His saving power
and mercy and in His manifold promises, be of good cheer. You
have your tribulations more or less in the world, but your Lord
says to you, " Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world."

" When He makes bare his arm,
What shall His work withstand?

When He His people's cause defends,
Who, who shall s'tay His hand."

THE EDITOR,

W hitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn,

Norfolk.

(Thomas Houghton).

" TAKE HEED THAT NO MAN DECEIVE YOU"

LET no man deceive us as to the leading facts of unfulfilled prophecy,
by telling us they are impossible-or as to the manner in which they will
be brought to pass, by telling us it is improbable and contrary to past
experience. Let no man deceive us as to the time when unfulfilled
prophecies will be accomplished, eit.her by fixing dates on the one hand,
or bidding us wait for the conversion of the world on the other. On all
these points let the plain meaning of Scripture be our only guide, and not
the traditional interpretation of men. Let us not be ashamed to say that
we expect a literal fulfilment of unfulfilled prophecy. Let us frankly
allow that there are many things we do not understand, but still hold our
ground tenaciously, believe much, wait long, and not doubt that all will
on~ day be made clear. Above all,' let us remember that the first coming
of Messiah to suffer was the most improbable event that could have been
conceived, and let us not doubt that as He literally came in person to
suffer, so He will literally come again in person to reign.-The late
BISHOP ]. C. RYLE on Matthew xxiv.
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"THEM THAT LOVE HIS NAME"
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C( Let them also that love Thy name be joyful in Thee. For Thou.
Lord, wilt bless the righteous; with favour wilt Thou compass
him as with a shield."-PsALM v. 11, 12.

IN the previous part of these verses the psalmist speaks of "those
that put their trust in Thee." Now he refers to them that love
God's name. "Let them also that love Thy name be joyful in
Thee." Those that trust in Him should rejoice and those who love
His name should be joyful in Him. Faith in Him and love to Him
characterise all His people, and whether they trust in Him or love
His name, joy in Him should characterise them.

1. First, think of the love to the Lord which marks His people.
It is a love which results from the Lord's love to them. "We love

Him because He first loved us" (I. John iv. 19). Left to ourselves
we have no love to Him "Haters of God" is our character (Rom.
i. 30). If we loved Him we should seek Him and rlelight to hear
His voice. But the Apostle says of man left to himself, "There is
none that seeketh after God." They do not want Him. They do
not want His presence nor His company. If we loved a human
being we should want to be in his company. and if he were some
distance away we should seek for him until we found him; but of
God it is written, "There is none that seeketh after God." Think
of that. God giveth men " life, and breath, and all things." All
their temporal blessings are bestowed upon them by Him. Yet they
are not thankful for them. Note the words, "They glorified Him
not as God, neither were thankful» .(Rom. i. 21).' They do not love
Him, and hence they do not seek Him. There is not one that
seeketh after God while in his natural state. What a marvellous
change takes place when they realise that He loves them. How is
this sense of His love brought about? It is by the gracious and
unmerited action of His Spirit. "The love of God (to His people)
is shed abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghost which is 'given
unto them" (Rom. v. 5). What a love that is? It is eternal love.
Christ says, "Thou hast loved them as Thou hast loved Me." And
how has the Father loved Him? H~ loved Him from eternal times.
" Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world." (See John
xvii. 23. 24). So, before the foundation of the world the Father
chose His people in Christ that they should be holy and without
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blame before Him in love. He predestinated them unto the adop
tion of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the g-ood
pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace. Does
not all this show His eternal love to His people? Long before the
world was created He chose them and purposed their eternal
salvation. Look for yourselves, dear readers, at what His Word
says of His people in Ephesians i. 3-6, and n. Timothy i. 9 A good
many Christians do not read these verses They pass them over.
But there they are, written for our learning and for our comfort.
Is it not a comfort that the High and Lofty One that inhabiteth
eternity chose and thought of His people, and purposed thejr salva
tion before the world began? Why pass these truths by? Why rob
yourselves of the comfort which they give? They are Bible truths.

Then how intensely did God love His people. It was so intense
that" He sent His only-begotten Son into the world that we might
live through Him." We were dead in sin and condemned to death,
but His love was so great that He sent His only-begotten Son that
we might live, live spiritually and live eternally in heavenly blessed
ness. "Herein is love," we again read, "not that we loved God,
but-that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for
our sins" (1. John iv. 9 and 10). His justice demanded our death,
bodily and eternally, but He sent His Son to meet the demands 0f
His justice, that so He might blot out as a thick cloud our trans
gressions, as a cloud our sins. Through His eternal and beloved
Son's death He can be just and the Justifier of him that believeth in
Jesus, and His Word to all such believers is, "Thy sins and iniquities
will I remember no more" (Heb. x. 17). Thus it is pardoning love.

His love is also abiding. Nothing can" separate us from the love
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom. viii. 39). We
thus see that those who love God's name do so because He first
loved them, loved them with an' eternal, an intense, a pardoning and
an abiding love.

2. Secondly, think of the joy which should mark those who love
His name.

What does the inspired psalmist say? He says, "Let them alsa
that love Thy name be joyful in Thee." Thus joyfulness should
mark all those who love His name. The Apostle Paul was another
inspired writer and he wrote, " Rejoice in the Lord alway." That
teaches us to rejoice in Him in darkness as well as in the light, in
trial as well as when all things are going smoothly, in days of
famine as well as in days of plenty, in days of war as well as in days
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of peace. This does not mean that darkness, trial, famine and war
are things that give us joy of mind. They are saddening things
and it is not wrong to feel sad at the prevalence of such things.
But we are not bidden to rejoice and take delight in darkness,
trouble, scarcity, and the horrors of war, but" Let them also that
love Thy name be joyful in Thee." In Him His people are bidden
to rejoice. He is their unchangeable God. He never changes in
His attitude towards His people. He is always faithful to them,
merciful to them, full of love to them. He never leaves and never
forsakes them. "His promises to them are abiding. Thus,

" Though troubles assail,
And dangers affright,

Though friends should all fail,
And foes all unite;

Yet one thing secures us,
Whatever betide,

The Scripture assures us,
The Lord will provide."

Do not hesitate, then, to be joyful in Him. Do not hesitatc to
say, " Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid"
(Isaiah xii. 2). Think of the words of the prophet Habakkuk (ch.
iii. 1'7, 18). He mentions six troubles that might C0me, and then
says, "Yet will I rejoice in thc Lord, I will joy in the God of my
salvation.

We need to beware of limiting thc Holy One of Isracl.
There is no limit to His power and no limit to His lovc. Whate\-er
our circumstances, He can supply our needs. Therefore though
you are sorrowful because of the troubles that beset you, yet still
go on rejoicing in your faithful, covenant-keeping God. "As
sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing" (IL Cor. vi. 10).

3. Thirdly, think of the blessings which come to those that love
the Lord's name.

Those who love thc Lord's name are the righteous, and what
does the psalmist say about them? He says, "For Thou, Lord,
wilt bless the righteous; with favour wilt Thou compass him as with
a shield" (Psalm v. 12). The one hundred and third psalm
enumerates many of the blessings which the Lord in mercy pour'>
upon the righteous. There are pardoning blessings. He" forgiveth
all thine iniquities." But do tAe righteous require forgiveness?
Yes, indeed. "There is not a just man upon earth, that docth good
and sinnedl not" (Eccles. vii. 20). "In many things we ofi'end
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all" (lames iii. 2). "If we (believers) say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness." What a great blessing this is that" the
blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us (believers) from all sin."
What a joy this is to our hearts.

There are healing blessings. He" healeth all thy diseases." The
righteous have bodily troubles from time to time, but their God is
described as " The Lord ,that healeth thee" (Exod. xv. 26). Remem
ber also that" He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their
wounds" (Psalm cxlvii. 3).

There are redeeming or delivering blessings. He" redeemeth
thy life from destruction." Many are the dangers to which we are

. exposed, but the Lord preserves our going out and our coming in.

There are satisfying blessings. He" satisfieth thy mouth with
good things."

There are righteous blessings. "He" executeth righteousness
and judgment for all that are oppressed."

There are pitying blessings. Do we not need His pity? Such
pity is not wanting. "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the
Lord pitieth them that fear Him." Moreover, His mercy is ever
lasting, and also wholly unmerited. "The mercy of the Lord is
from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him." Besides,
" He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us accord
ing to our iniquities. For as the heaven is high above the ea-rth, so
great is His mercy toward them that fear Him."

Truly it is true that "Thou, Lord, wilt bless the righteous."
Read, dear readers, the one hundred and third psalm again, and
you will see for yourself how many are the blessings wherewith the
Lord blesses them that love His name.

4. Lastly, think of the favour which the Lord shows to them
that love His name.

It may be described as compassing favour. It is favour with
which He surrounds those that love His name. They are sur
rounded with it back and front and on both sides. They themselves
can only see what is in front of them, but the Lord sees all round
them and wards off every danger from whatever quarter it may
come. It may also be described as shielding favour. The favour of
God is designed to shield His people from every form of danger
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from wheresoever it may come. Be is the Shield and Defender of
all His people. "With favour wilt Thou compass them as with
a shield."

Ye, who love His name, seek to be more and more joyful in Him.
Take comfort from the blessings which He bestows upon you and
rejoice in the assurance that He compasses you with His favour
" as with a shield."

" Lord, crush the serpent in the dust,
And all his plots destroy;

While those that in Thy mercy trust
For ever shout for joy.

The men that love and fear Thy name
Shall see their hopes fulfilled;

The mighty God will corppass them
Wirh favour as a shield." (Dr. Watts).

THE EDITOR,

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Fer,ry, King's Lynn,

Norfolk.

(Thomas Houghton).

EXTRAVAGANT EXPECTATIONS

WE are not to expect a reign of universal peace, happiness, and pro~

perity, before the end comes. If we do we shall be greatly deceived.
Our Lord bids us look for .. wars, famines, pestilence," and persecution.
It is vain to expect peace until the Prince of Peace returns. Then, and
not till then, the swords shall be beaten into ploughshares, and nations
learn war no more. Then, and not till then, the earth shall bring forth
her increase. (Isaiah ii. 4; Psalm lxvii. 6). We are not to expect a
time of universal purity of doctrine and practice in the Church of Christ,
before the end comes. If we do, we shall be greatly mistaken. Our
Lord bids us look for the rising of .. false prophets," the" abounding of
iniquity," and the .. waxing cold of the love of many." The truth will
never be received by all professing Christians, and holiness will never be
the rule among men, until the great Head of the Church returns, and
Satan is bound. Then, and not till then, there will be a glorious Church,
without spot or blemish. (Ephes. v. 27). We are n'ot to expect that all
the world will be converted before the end comes. If we do, we shall be
greatly mistaken.-BlsHoP ]. C. RYLE on Matthew xxiv.
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WELLSPRINGS

.. Why art thou cast dDnm, 0 my soul? and why art thou disquieted
within me? hope thou in God; for I shall yet praise Him Who is
the health of my countenance, and my God."-PsALM xlii. 5, 11;
xliii.5.

A BELOVED friend in Christ was recently conversing with me in sad
reflection upon the disappointing trend of things in the Church of God
and of the painful surprises we meet with in those from whom we
scarcely expected such things, small and insignificant as they may seem
to most. She exclaimed at length in a tone of sadness, " To which of
the saints will men turn? " and " to whom can we look? " and as my
meditations that morning had been in Psalms xlii. and xliii. I am led to
give to the dear readers what was then given me to my soul's delight, and
I trust profit, and 0 the glory of my God. For, if in the holiest of
saints, we may not put OlU trust, and often find a 'humbling lesson, whilst
we are brought to remember who and what we are, and that none of us
can cast the stone of reproach at another, we .are led off merely to look
alone to God and learn by His patience and long suffering and oft
repeated lessons, that none but God can satisfy, we shall not have learned
in vain. Now let us look at our Psalms. They are two short ones,
comprising in all but sixteen verses, but full of David's longings and
pantings after his God. .. As my soul panteth after Thee, 0 God."
As he thus cried, we find some gracious steps of advancement given us
as his soul rises high~r and higher in spiritual attainment, and shows to
us, fellow-believers, how surely none ever seek the Lord in vain.

So David begins with his panting cry of .. 0 God," and he is next
found .. thirsting for lhe liviJng God," and he is soon anticipating the
.. help of His countenance," nor is he to he disappointed. For he
follows on to use the endearing term, .. 0 my Go'd" (vv. 6, 7) and
making his prayer" unto the Goc;l of my life," encouraging his soul and
saying .. God, my rock." Oh! the magnanimous mercy that enables
a redeemed sinner to lay claim to that title and address the Lord of
heaven and earth as my God, even the living God! And if it is so with
our souls, it is that grace has enabled us, grace encourages us and grace
will never let us lose our hold of such a hope! So that when men say
.. There is a casting down," the living God speaks from His throne in
heaven and His cast down one proves there is .. a lifting up " and the
strength and health of our countenance, once saddened by his absence,
is renewed and our heart made glad again by the living Cod. The
opening words of our Psalm reveal to us something of· what David's
life was at this time. .. As the hart" panting for thirst and fleeing
hither and thither from his pursuer, so David recalls the hallowed times
when he .. went with them to the house of God" and joined with their
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voices of .. joy and praise," but now he is probably in some fastness
of the rocks, hiding, fleeing from his cruel pursuer, and he is indeed
cast down and lonely. Y et grace rises, superior ta nature in this dear
man of God, and he, like all God's saints in their chequered experie~:ces,

recalls past mercies, favours, and deliverances, and thus encourages
himself in the Lord his God. .. I will remember Thee," he says,
.. from the land of Jordan" and that merciful time of escape when
.. David arose, and all the people that were with him, and they passed
over Jordan: by the morning light there lacked not one of them that was
not gone over Jordan" (II. Samuel xvii. 22). Thus Ahithophel saw
that his counsel was not followed" and he went and hanged himself."
Thus was David delivered from his enemy. .. And of the Hermonites."
he says, he was likewise delivered. These Hermonites belonged to the
trans-Jordanic tribes of which the children of Israel knew so much of old
and suffered at their hand (Deut. iii.). But as Moses rehearsed the
Lord's deliverance then, and Jonah also later was inspired to tell forth
with the voice of thanksgiving that" salvaticm is of the Lord," so all the
saints in all ages are constrained to add their testimonies to the faithful
ness of the living God, even .. the God of my life," as David sings, and
thus were brought up out of all the troubles and depression to renew their
strength and hope in a living God, the God Who had been faithful
and true to His Word to all His people of all ages and is the same now.

Oh! what a good thing it is to exhort one's own soul to praise Him,
for there is ever a cause to do so in the .. mercies countless as the sands
which daily we receive," and we find how the service of praise lifts us
up out of our low place, and renews our strength, and sets our feet upon
the rock ,and glorifies our God.

It was the quaint writer (Trapp) who said of this Scripture now under
our consideration, .. David chideth David out of the dumps." So surely
you and I, dear reader, whilst we question our hearts as to why they
are .. cast down " while such a God as our God lives and manages for
His people, as surely, I say, as we set ourselves afresh to seek the grace
of praise and recall past mercies and 'deliverances, so we are lifted up
again in His loving favour and kindness and exult in the blessed truth
that" this God is our God for ever and ever, and He will be our guide
even unto death." Thus, beyond our darkest and most despairing
moments, our hours of depression, there is the enabling .. yet" of our
God, laid up in store for us, whereby He will again bring us forth to the
l'",ht. Oh \ the womhous love of it an, He has yet much in store for
His tried and tempted people, who are" yet" to praise Him, and to find
that their God praises too. .. The Lord thy God in the midst of thee
is mighty; He will save; He will rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest
in His love and joy over thee with singing." For" He deli.ghteth in
mercy." He will not always chide. He has goodness .. laid up" for
His fearing ones and mercy to .. follow" them all the days of their
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lives, and they again and again from their low places and cast down
experiences make their way unto the God of their life, to God their
exceeding joy, and sometimes are brought to that place of wondering
however they could' have been for a moment .. cast down .. when all their
lives they have been proving what a God He has been and is to them!
.. This God is the God we adore, our faithful" unchangeable Friend,
Wh?,se love is as great as His power and neither knows measure nor
end.

.. It's Jesus the First and the Last,
Whose Spirit shall guide us safe Home :'

We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that's to come,"

My dear readers, one and all, I think, will agree with me that we
are daily up against all that is sole~nly contrary to God's Own Word.
The reading of the papers is increasingly depressing. Evil increases and
the powers of the wicked one grows more and more intense. All these
things would tend to depress and cast us down, but for the reassurance
of His precious and forever settled Word. So, like David, we do well
to ask ourselves, .. Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul, and why art
thou disquieted within me?" Thou, the living God, dost bring to my
remembrance past mercies and deliverances where Thou didst interpose
on my behalf. Therefore have I not cause to trust Thee now, and
believe that

.. He Who hath helped me hitherto,
Will help me all my journey through,
And give me daily cause to raise
Fresh Ebenezers to His Praise"?

Yes, with the sweet sil;lger of Israel, let us, dear readers, chide our own
souls as to why we are .. cast down," and look to that impregnable Rock
and say unto our own souls that if it now be dark and stormy and painful
and depressing, yet our souls should not be .. cast down .. but lifted up
as we gratefully remember the constant and faithful flow of Divine
mercy. We can also confidently 'sing in spite of all to the contrary, .. Yet
the Lord will command His loving.kindnesses in the day-time and in the
night His song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life."
Has He not spoken and will He not make it good to each one of His
children? .. I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." .. Lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen." R.

THE Gospel is to be preached in all the world for a witness unto all
nations. but we must not think that we shall see it universally believed.
Irwill .. take out a people" wherever it is faithfully preached.-BIsHOP
J. C. RYLE.
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~trmon6 anlJ ~ote6 of ~ermon6·

THE THRONE OF GRACE

A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH. BRISTOL.
BY THE LATE REV. lAMES ORMISTON. RECTOR.

PART 11.

.. The Thr011e of Grace."-HEBREWS iv. part of v. 16.

AND then as I observed. hinted. just now. there is a justness everywhere
traceable in the Lord's dealings as the enthroned One; all His ways are
in strictest accordance with the principles of right. Righteousness is the
habitation of His throne. His throne is established upon a foundation
which can never be moved. and that· immutable foundation is the
righteousness of God. So that we need never fear. we need never
hesitate, in our humble broken-hearted approaches to the throne of His
grace that He will do anything for us otherwise than the right thing.
the thing that is just. and holy, and good. It is well, let me say further.
that those who seek His face in righteousness and according to the
principles of His grace may be quite sure of a blessing. He will not serid
one away who thus comes empty-handed. It would be. I speak it reverently.
in opposition to the principles of His Own justice were He to send away
one poor. needy, Spirit~convicted sinner who approached the throne of
His grace tremblingly. trustingly, to send such a one away unblest.
unhelped. undelivered. Dwell upon that, dear friends. young friends.
and all my dear hearers. You cannot seek His face in vain. You
cannot bring your empty vessels unto Him and bring them empty away
again. I remarked privately to a friend at tbe close of our Conference
prayer-meeting on Friday evening, "We have forgotten one petition
to-night," and my friend said. "What is that?" And I said, .. We
have forgotten to ask the Lord for empty vessels." We need empty
vessels when we approach th~ Throne of- Grace. "Nothing in my hand
I bring." 0" I come empty-handed, Lord, to receive out of Thy fulness.
to receive out of Thy hand. grace for grace." See to it then that the
vessels you bring are empty vessels. Bring nothing with you. You have
nothing of your own to bring. You have no faith of your own. You
have no hope of your own. You may leave all these things outside. and
your soul's reliance must be upon Him Who is enthroned yonder in the
riches of His grace. I was thinking where I should find this Scripture.
the first mention of it, the Presence Chamber of God, and I think we
have it very early in the Bible. in the third chapter of Genesis. though
the passage is oft-times taken in quite another sense. Sin entered into the
world by one man. and death by sin, and so death passed upon all men,
in whom, in that one man, all have sinned. and therefore we read in the
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twenty-fourth verse of the third of Genesis, Jehovah drove out the man,
expelled him from Eden, from the earthly paradise, and yet He mani
fested Himself along with this expression of His holy justice in a way of
grace, in a way of particular grace, as I understand the passage: .. And
He placed at the east of the garden of Eden, cherubims, and," we trans
late it, .. a flaming sword," but rather a cone of fire which .. enfolded ..
itself, it turned out and returned upon itself, flashing outwardly and
inwardly. And why was this provided? .. To keep," or protect, to
preserve, .. the way of the Tree of Life." And that was the presence
place of God. Jehovah-shammah, the Lord was there, and that was the
place of worship which presently-immediately-you find two worship
pers approaching, namely Cain and Abel. Cain was out of the Lord's
secret and therefore he worshipped in his own way and was rejected.
Abel, we are told in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, offered a sacrifice
accompanied with faith, and .. without faith it is impossible to please
God." Cain was faithless, he did not believe, and he was rejected.
His religion was carnal, of the earth and earthy, but the religion of Abel
was the religion of a needy sinner. He knew his necessity and he
pleaded the blood as the only answer to his case and brought of the
firstlings of his flock of sheep-the blood of these-and offered them
in the presence of God, and his offering was accepted. Now if you
notice the expression in the sixteenth verse of the fourth chapter, it is
said, .. Cain went out from the presence of the Lord." He left the
mercy-seat, he left the way that led to the Tree of Life, turned his back
upon his mercy. I think this is encouraging that the Lord should
preserve for us the way to the Tree of Life. Some of you no doubt have
references in your Bible. I am glad to note the Bible I have open before
me has just one reference, Hebrews, chapter ten, verse twenty: .. Having
therefore, brethren, boldness to enter' into the holiest by the blood of
Jesus, by a new and living way," the way which the Lord" kept" for
four thousand years before He revealed it in the Gospel of His grace
in the Person and work of Jesus. - All through the ages-all through the
times of Adam and the Patriarchs, besides Noah and tl.o~~ '. who lived
after the flood, through the whole Mosaic economy, to the very coming
of Jesus, what God was doing was to preserve the way to the Tree of
Life. And now we live, in grace we live, under the shadow of that
living Tree. .. Sit down beneath His shadow and rest with great
delight." This is the resting-place for the weary and the heavy-Iaden
the Tree of Life which bringeth forth fruit continually, month by month,
the leaves of which are designed and predestinated for the healing of
nations of sinners. There, then, I think we have the first hint of
revealed mercy, the first hint of revealed Divine grace, the way to God,
the way for the sinner to approach God, the way by which alone the
sinner can enter into the presence of God and dwell there.
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And then, did time allow, I should speak of the altar which Noah
built. Abraham, Isaac nd Jacob all built altars. They were erected
in faith by the Patriarchs in the name of Jehovah and unto Jehovah, in
gospel anticipation they were expressions of mercy and grace. Those
altars were built upon justice and truth that without shedding of blood
there was no remission of sins. Every altar that Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob built was a confession of that faith, and you know the delight God
lOok in the first altar N oah built after the Flood, Genesis eight. verse
t\\'enty: " And Noah builded an altar unto the Lord: and took of every
-clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the
altar. And the Lord smelled a sweet .savour (the margin has it, "a
savour of rest," which is correct): and the Lord said in His heart," in
presence, mark you, of the blood that had been shed, in presence of the
faith of Noah who erected the altar to Jehovah, the Lord said in His
heart when He was delighting in the sacrifice that He was receiving of
His Own-He does not appear to have said it audibly-" I will not
again curse the ground any more for man's sake"; the blood of sacrifice
had met in a certain condition or sense that circumstance, "for the
imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth: neither will I again
smite any more every thing living, as I have done. While the earth
remaineth, seed-time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and
'\'inter, and day and night, shall not cease." And the Lord has kept
His covenant with Noah and with the earth, and He can speak of that
better covenant, the covenant of His grace, saying, "This is as the
waters of Nciah unto Me," and as I have kept the covenant of Noah,
shall I break this better covenant? Let My people rest satisfied with
the bow in the cloud. I was thinking, dear friends, what a lovely sight
we have presented 'us by the Holy Ghost in connection with our subject
this evening in the Book of Revelation, where the Lamb is seated on
His throne and, overspreading, there is a rainbow, in sight, that is, in
appearance, as an emerald. That bow encompassing the Throne of
Grace on which Jesus, the Lamb of God, is seated signifies His faithful
ness-His faithfulness-His keeping His covenant. You may safely
trust the Lord's Word without the oath, but He has been pleased to
add His oath to it in compassion 'for the manifold infirmities of His
needy people. He compassionates the weakness, the feebleness, of our .
faith, and He helps that faith, provides to meet it fully in the Person of
His dear Son.

Now dwell upon these things, dear friends, they are the glory of the
Gospel, and they are the joy of God's believing people-that the Lord
is faithful, keeping covenant and mercy to them that fear Him from
generation to generation. Had time allowed us, it had been my hope to
call your attention to the twenty-fifth of Exodus, to dwell there upon
that beautiful type of the Throne of Grace which we have provided for
us in the mercy-seat. The whole Tabernacle worship, the whole scheme
d the Tabernacle and afterwards of the Temple, are so full of teaching
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for us. Just one thought in regard to the Tabernacle. It rested upon
silver sockets. as you all know. Where was that silver obtained? It
was obtained according to the revealed mind and will of God. and was
called .. atonement money." To provide it was obligatory upon the
people of Israel and the Lord accepted it at their hands; having first
demanded it, He accepted it at their hands and then instructed Moses as
to its disposal. And the sockets were cast and the Tabernacle in its
various parts built upon the foundation of atonement. So I would have
it understood that the great lesson of the mercy-seat is the doctrine of
atonement, substitutionary atonement. vicarious atonement, divine aton~

ment, for an atonement that does not atone can scarcely be worthy of the
name .. atonement," just as I say sometimes that a redemption that does
not redeem can scarely be a redemption. So it is in the matter of a
mercy-seat-it is founded in righteousness, it rests for its efficacy upon
the blood, sprinkled upon it on the Day of Atonement. Now Jesus, when
He suffered on earth. poured out His precious blood in atonement for
sin, and when He went up on high He entered in with His Own blood;
which does not mean He took material blood into heaven. but He entered
into heaven by the merit of His Own blood. He entered into heaven on
the ground of His having shed the redeeming, atoning blood on earth.
He entered into heaven to claim the purchase of that blood; and that is
it which He is still occupied in doing. He is claiming the purchase of His
Own precious blood, and day by day sees souls. the souls of poor
sinners, added unto the number of those called by grace, brought into
the fold. for whom there is joy in the heaven of heavens day by day.

How blessed these things are in the reality of them, dear friends. and
we are not speaking fables. cunningly devised, but ~re seeking to utter
the plain. revealed. unalterable truth of the everlasting Gospel. There is
salvation unto the uttermost because there is a Throne of Grace, and that
Throne of Grace is established upon unalterable principles of justice fiO

that there can be no shortcoming whatever on the part of Him Who ~Jts

there to administer His Own kingdom.

May the Lord give us grace to hide these things in our hearts, for
Christ's sake. Amen.

.. WHENEVER the second advent of Christ takes place. it will be a very
sudden event. It will be • as the lightning coming out of the east, and
shining even to the west.' That our Lord Jesus will come again in
person to this world we know from Scripture. But the precise period.
the year, the month, the day, the hour, are all hidden things. Our plain
duty then is to live always prepared for His return. Let us walk by
faith and not by sight ... so living whenever Christ may return. we shall
be ready to meet Him."-BIsHOP J. C. RYLE.
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CAIN AND ABEL: TWO KINDS OF WORSHIPPERS

By THE LATE REV. ]AMES ORMISTON, OF BRISTOL.

IN Cain and Abel we are confronted by two representative
Worshippers. If men's minds nowadays were only instructed in the
principles which the differing worship of Cain and Abel involves, much
of the controversy which some of us are, through fidelity to God's truth,
constrained to wage would become unnecessary. Both of these children
of fallen Adam, we are told, came" unto the Lord" with their religious
offerings. No doubt the allusion is to the place set up at the east of
Eden. God was there. Wherever God is there is the right place of
worship. Both men, then, professedly sought the same God. Both also
appeared where God was. And yet their manner of worship, and matter
of it, differed essentially, because a fundamental principle was involved.
E.ach brought in his hand an offering expressive of a conviction which
based itself on the individual's conception of the character of God. The
infinite holiness and justice of ]ehovah play a foremost part in true
Worship. The Worship of the glorified hosts above finds its fittest
utterance in the endless ascription-" Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of hosts."
The converse of this, in the case of the true worshipper on earth, is a
profound sense of self-vileness and corruption. Now, what was the
nature of Cain's religious offering? "Cain brought of the fruit of the
ground an offering unto the Lord" (Gen. iv. 3). And what was Abel'~

offering? .. And Abel, he also hrought of the firstlings .of his f/.oc/(, and
of the fat thereof" (v. 4). Those offerings were, in the conception of
them, and in principle, not only dissimilar but antagonistic. The one
involved no blood-shedding, the other was essentially a sacrifice of life,
or shedding of blood. The offering of Cain implied a denial that he, as
a -sinner, neeped an atoning substitute such as the original sacrifice in
Eden proclaimed; while the offering brought unto the Lord by Abel not
only confessed sin, but magnified the justice of God against sin, and
avowed faith in the promised Seed of the woman who by death should
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the Devil. "By faith
Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he
obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and
by it he, being dead, yet speaketh" (Heb. xi. 4). The religious act of
Cain was an act of self-will. It set aside profanely the revealed will of
God. It was a fleshly, earthly faith, based upon rationalism. No doubt
it was poetic in its conceit. What could be more primitive, simple,
natural, and beautiful, some might argue, than bringing into God's
present the choicest productions of the earth-the most fragrant flowers
and the most luscious fruit His Own hands had created? Who could
object to sl\ch reasonable religious service? Alas! there are multitudes
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amongst ourselves who thus argue, and ~eek to justify the Rower and
fruit shows which-Cain h;hion-play a 'prOJ~inent part in the mode,,,,
worship of the professing Christian churches! No one who would sene
God in spirit and in truth-and such only the Father seeketh to worshio
Him-should countenance for an hour the delusion on which such
sensuous free-will worship is founded. Unsanctified reason, and such
was Cain's, will never lead a man into the holy presence of the true
God. It may, and often does, teach him to assume a profession of
religion, and to recognise forms of worship, but the god he worships is
after all an unknown god. As the instincts of profane Cain sought and
found a religion and a worship in the things of the ear/.h-of that earth
which lay under God's curse-so the instincts of all unregenerate persons
at the present hour find the sphere of their exercise exclusively iD
externalism and materialism. Faith, such as AbeI's, has no place in
their creed. A broken-hearted sense of personal unrighteousness and
inherent sinfulness is unknown in their experience. Hence, they despise
the Gospel way of salvation and the exclusively spiritual character of
acceptable worship. No unregenerate person really understands what
sin is, because sin is the very atmosphere of the existence of the natural
man. To sin and to live are, in the case of Adam's apostate race, one
and the same thing. .. They go astray from the birth and speak lies" is
the solemn declaration of Him Who cannot lie. The religion of Cain
was a lie, for the light of mere reason that was in him was darkness.
What marvel, then, that Cain and his free-wi-Il religion were rejected by
Jehovah? .. Unto Cain and to his offering the Lord had not respect ,.
(Gen. iv. 5). How could the God of justice accept as a worshipper one
who presumptuously appeared in His holy presence denying the blood of
atonement, and challenging the Divine ordinance of vicarious sacrifice?
The religion of Cain-the religion of a mind bent upon asserting its:
independence of God-is the religion of all mankind apart from Divine
grace. Self usurps the rights of God, and the tastes and likings of the
creature are set above the revelation of the Creator.

Yes; Cain and his will-worship were .. rejected." No fire from
heaven descended to consume the" offering," for it lacked the "life of a
sacrifice for sin. It was destitute of faith in the Reshly worshipper. It
stands out in bold relief on the inspired page of Holy Writ a solemn
warning to men in all after ages to beware of every form of religious
worship whose foundation is not the atoning blood of the Lord Jesu5
Christ, and whose essential feature is not a Spirit-wrought faith in the
heart.

Abel, through the grace of faith, fared otherwise. All indeed was
of grace, for Cain and Abel were equally the offspring of fallen Adam.
Abel's faith was not .1 creature faith. Creature faith cannot touch things
Divine. That is not creature faith of which the Christian sings when
he says-
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.• My faith would lay her hand
On that dear head of Thine:

While like a penitent I stand.
And there confess my sin."

The faith that handles the One Sacrifice is of the operation of the
Holy Spirit. "By grace are ye saved, through faith. and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God" (Eph. ii. 8). True, the gracious faith
which in some one of us may be only like that smallest of all seeds
•• a grain of mustard-seed," yet is there not life in that seed? Little
faith is not likened in Scripture to a grain of sand. N o. beca~se there is
no life inherent in a grain of sand, but there is in a grain of mustard-seed.
And there is Divine life wrapped up in the compass of the smallest grain
d God-planted faith in the heart of a favoured sinner! We do not know
how much Scripture light and intelligence were associated in AbeI's mind
with his offering of blood-h.ow much of JESUS he beheld in the
firstlings of the flock which he presented unto the Lord eastward of Eden
-but some measure of gracious faith was certainly in him. For." b~

faith Abel offered" is the historical statement of that passage in the
Hebrews. In some measure the faith of Abel looked forward. and saw,
as did Abraham afterwards. Christ's day (John viii. 56). The faith
worship of the martyr Abel was the savour of a sweet smell in the nostrils
'Of the God of justice, righteousness, and truth. It honoured the claims of
the holy Creator on His sinful creature, man. It proclaimed the Gospel
vcrities of Christ's redemption, Christ's vicarious sacrifice, and Christ's
~Jl1e way of bringing nigh those who by nature are far off from God.

As Cain's worship was free-will worship, so AbeI's was free-grace
worship. AbeI's sacrifice Was" more excellent" than Cain's, as faith
is more excellent than free-will.

These two men. then, represent the two" seeds "-the children of
Cod and the children of the Wicked One (I. John iii. 8-13). There
never has been in the world since those early times any other than these
two classes of worshippers. There is no middle position; and even if
there were there is no class of religious characters to occupy it. "He
that is not ~ith Me." saith the Christ of God, the Christ of the atoning
blood, the Christ Who is known to faith only. "is against Me." Thus,
then, the question is-Christ, or Anti-Christ? Our Worship must be
either Christian or Anti-Christian. The lines of demarcation between the
two are clear, they are incisive, they are eternal. Our faith, if it be a
true faith, believes in a real Heaven and a real Hell. An eternal
Heaven will see gathered presently the entire company 'of the objects of
the Father's love, where they will adoringly give all the glory of their
,salvation to the thrice holy Three-in-One. An eternal Hell-a Hell the
smoke of whose " torment ascendeth up for ever and ever"-will retain
the vast multitude of those who followed" the way of Cain" (Jude 2)
and who hated, as that religious persecutor did, God's "way of
righteousness" (11. Pet. ii. 21). Until the day of final separation
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those two " seeds" will mingle together on earth. The" sons of God ..
and the mere "sons of men " will continue to kneel side by side in our
Churches and Chapels, the one presenting a " pure offering" in faith of
Christ crucified, the other (however apparently devout) nothing better
than the bloodless sacrifice of Cain.

From the days of Cain and Abel downwards the world has been filled
with religions! ' And it is noticeable in God's Word that, coincidently
with every special outpouring of the Spirit of knowledge and revelation,
Satan has propagated and fostered some special form of false religion.
The object of the Great Adversary has always been to delude souls, as
he did Cain, by encouraging them to profess to be God's worshippers,
apart from the merits of Christ and the work of the Holy Ghost. It was
so when Jehovah placed man in possession of Eden. That brief
dispensation began in Divine light, and terminated in'Satanic darkness.
The DeviI's lie supplanted God's truth. Again, if we take the
Patriarchal age in which Enoch so conspicuously shone, ushered in as it
was by the symbolical institution at the East of Eden to which we have
already referred, how did it end? In general apostasy and the flood.
Then Noah comes forth from the Ark and promptly proclaims himself
a believer in God's one way of salvation, through atoning blood, by
erecting an altar of sacrifice. That remarkable Dispensation too,
developed, 'we are shown in the ix. and x. chapters of Genesis, the
greatest organisation of religious' rebellion against God this world has
ever seen short of that vast religio-political system which it prefigured
the Mystical Babylon, THE CHURCH OF ROME. The history of
Nimrod and Babel is, in fact, the history of Roman Catholicism fore
shadowed. The book of Revelation authoritatively adopts the very name
of " Babylon " as one proper to the" Woman," or ecclesiastical system,
upon whose forehead was written-" MYSTERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE
EARTH" (Rev. xvii. 5).' Babylonianism survived the destruction of the
tower of Babe!. Its spirit lived on through the entire ages of Israel'3
national existence; and when the Messiah came it was the free-will
worshippers of Jerusalem who opposed His gracious mission, and finally
put Him to death. The present Christian Dispensation, ho~er, is the
last great opportunity for Antichrist to put forth his energy, and to perfect
his policy against the Christ of God and against the Truth of His Word.

This' year of grace-l 888-therefore, finds the Church of God in
presence of Babylon's mustered hosts. The Great Apostasy, foretold in
the New Testament, has taken possession of the Churches of Christendom
and the faith of the many is rapidly yielding to the lying doctrines of
false apostles, angels of light of Satan's own sending, evil workers whose
aim is to deceive, if it were possible, the very elect themselves.

The spiritual condition of the Nonconformist churches in England has
been lately laid bare by the firm and faithful hand of Mr. Spurgeon.
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God be praised for His servant's fidelity! While the National Church
itself, practicaIIy honeycombed with soul-destroying error, and swarming
with hireling unconverted ministers, is fast lapsing into the condition of
the Seven Churches of Asia just prior to their destruction. The Worship.
which in the Established Church receives the patronage of most of the
Bishops is that which I do not shrink from characterising as earthly and
sensual. The Worship which is rapidly becoming popularised in our
cathedrals and churches is not the religion of Abel. It is that of Cain.
It is not spiritual but carnal. It is, in many cases, simply gross material
ism. It is at best an attempt to mix together and mingle things which
God has authoritatively put asunder. .. Ritualism" so-caIIed is only a
modern title for that which the Word of God caIls /dolatry.

The late Archbishop of Canterbury declared a few years ago in
Convocation (1 877) that the work of the Romanisers in the National
Chtuch amounted to a .. conspiracy." . No doubt of it! It is a Satanic
conspiracy to reverse the effects of the glorious Reformation of the 16th
century. It is a conspiracy to put man's religion, Cain's religion, in the
place of Bible religion, the pure, simple, Evangelical faith of Abel and
of the elect of God in all ages.

Let none of the British Nonconformist churches conclude that they
have no direct interest in the present deplorable state of the Church of
England. The Reformed Church, as the .. Protestant Settlement" of
1688 left it, was intended to be an impregnable barrier against the
encroachments of priestcraft and priest-rule. Its noble constitution, its
Protestant Articles and Homilies, and its Scriptural Formularies-to
which I personaIly am affectionately attached-are admirably conducive
to that desirable end. But false brethren have crept in unawares.
Thousands of the clergy enroIled, say, in the E.C.U., are labouring night
and day to bring back the people of this land to a state of pre-Reforma
tion bondage. The pseudo-sacramental system of Puseyism-borrowed
from the temple" mysteries" of ancient Babylon-implies the existence
of a caste of .. priests," in open opposition to the teaching of the New
Testament, and in denial of the sole high priesthood of Christ. It is
ANTICHRIST. As an iIlustration of how far the priests of the
Romanising party would go in persecuting Prolestant Noncomformists,
if only they had the power, the foIlowing language shows. It is taken
from a book entitled .. Some Questions of the Church Catechism, and
Doctrines involved, briefly explained" (London: Mozley and Smith,
1876). The work is written by a beneficed clergyman in the Protestant
Church of England.'" The Rev. F. A. Gace says:-

.. 85. Wf; have amongst US various Sects and Denominations
who go by the general name of Dissenters. In what light are we to
consider them? A. As HERETICS," &c. .
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.. 86. Is then their worship a laudable service? A. No;
because they worship God according to their own evil and corrupt
imaginations, and not according to His revealed will, and therefore
their WORSHtP IS IDOLATROUS" (pp. 17, 18).

And it should be told that this little book is, on its cover, said
to be prepared .. For the use of families and parochial schools."

.. 94. But why have not Dissenters been EXCOMMUNICATED~

A. Because the law of the land does not allow the WHOLES01o.fE
LAW of the CHURCH to be acted upon," &c. (p. 19).

That is plain speaking. Clearly, if once the priests of the Ritualistic
.. conspiracy" get the upper hand, through the apathy and inaction of
English Protestants of all denominations, the days of Popish] ames the
Second will return, and all our liberties, civil and religious, will be lost,
or, at best, will be regained only by the desperate alternative of another
Revolution.

The hour has surely come when all Englishmen who love God's Holy
Word and the pure Faith of their martyred Protestant forefathers above
all party names and sectarian denominations must rally together under
a common banner of the Gospel of God's free grace and show a united'
front against Antichristianity in its most deadly and dangerous form
Papal Priestcraft.

Let it never be forgotten, either that the glorious Reformation of 30a
years ago was fought out mainly on those lines of doctrinal truth which
superficial minds contemptuously brand as .. Calvinistic." Upon those
distinctive lines, too, the great Reformation was won. If, then, the
inestimable blessings of the Reformation are to be effectually defended,
conserved, and handed down to posterity, Christians of all names and
parties must be true and faithful to the fundamental doctrines of the
Gospel of God's unmerited and invincible grace. The vicarious atone
ment of Christ, offered once for ever for all the sins of God's people,
must be our one and persistent reply to the infidel theory of the Mass
Sacrifice and a Massing Priesthood. If only Evangelical Conformists.
and Nonconformists would unite upon one foundation-and that the
basis and plan of the Calvinistic Protestant Union-there would be yel
abundant reason to take courage in the prospect of the coming struggle
with Satanised Romanism-a struggle which, while the most awful in its
nature the world has ever beheld, must result in the glorious advent of
the Christ of God, in the setting up of His eternal kingdom, in the putting
down for ever of the Man of Sin, and of that Mystery of Iniquity over
which Leo XIII. proudly rules to-day.

-From Worship: Christian and Antichristia:1.

~ Italics and capitals are here used to indicate the animus of this priestly
production.
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PARSONOLATRY: OR, WHY RISE WHEN CLE.RGY

AND CHOIR ENTER THE CHURCH?

.. How can :ye believe, which receive honour one of anof},er, and seek
not f},e honour that cometh from Cod .onl:y? "-JOHN v. 44.

WE are all familiar with the premonitory symptoms of this now preva
lent disease. Some fine Sunday while we are waiting for the service to
begin, two or three girls spring up suddenly from their seats, at the same
time that the governess from the rectory, or the c1eryman's wife or sister
stands up apparently to receive two tiny choir boys who lead the
.. procession" on its coming out of the vestry. Next Sunday, two or
three more stragglers join the former group; then a class or two out of
the girls' school gets up awkwardly but .. well together" at a pre
concerted signal, and soon after there appears in the Parish Magazine
a paragraph like the following, which is taken from the May number of
the" SI. Nicholas-cum-St. Runwald Parish Magazine," published at
Colchester.

.. With regard to the vexed question whether the congregation should
stand or remain sitting when the choir and clergy enter, it can only be
said that it is a matter which must be settled by each individual worship
per. It is said that standing at this time signifies ' priest'-worship. It
is true it does, IF there be the spirit of priest-worship in the heart of the
worshipper, but not otherwise.

.. To stand at the entrance of one who ministe;'s before you in holy
things, is a mark of honour to the ministerial ofl1ce, not to the man who
holds it. And the N.T. teaching assigns the highest honour to the
minister of God as such. .

.. In these days, when ignorant prejudice often makes people fly off
at an atangent, it would be well for the difference accurately to be under
stood between Sacerdotalism (i.e. the spirit of the priesthood), and the
honour due to Christ's Ambassador.

.. The Rector makes no request -with regard to this comparatively
trivial detail. But to come to the actual service, he has the request to
make that the congregation will /rneel in silent pra:yer, with the choir and
clergy, at the beginning of the service; and, that the congregation will
remain in their seats until the choir has left the church."

The effect of such advice is the reverse of edifying. One sees the folk
drop down on their knees as if by concert, and peep out anxiously to see
when the drill requires that they should rise again in a body, so that each
may terminate his (or rather her) automatic devotion at the precise
moment when the minister is seen to rise. Can anybody believe that such
a childish practice conduces to self-recollection, to entire self-forgetful
ness, to real reverence as in the felt presence of the Almighty, in other
words, to heartfelt prayer?
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The most irreverent people in church are commonly those who cross
themselves often, and curtsey elaborately and ostentatiously at all the
places marked out for them in Ritualistic manuals. Some sit during the
Psalms, others look about them during the prayers, are often quite
oblivious when "the bag" goes its rounds, and apparently think of
nothing but the effect they are producing on the less enlightened worship
pers, who have had no such" catholic" training. The reasons assigned,
or rather the excuses offered for this sort of man-worship are various.
Sometimes it is pretended that the standing up is not done in honour of the
clergyman, but because his entrance (or rather, that of the foremost
choir-boys) " marks the commencement of Divine Service." The answer
to that is plain. The statement is not true. How is God worshipped or
served by the choir finding and taking their seats? Why should private
prayers be entered upon at all, if public worship, a's alleged, has already
" commenced"? How can the rubric possibly be complied with which
directs that" At the beginning of Morning Prayer" certain sentences
are to be said, which in fact do not follow for some minutes after the
procession is over? Moreover this pretext won't cover the ridiculous
practice of standing up when the choir file out of church in the very
middle of the Communion service. That, at any rate, is not a " com
mencement of public worship"; it is rather a slinking away from public
worship: communicants turning their backs on the Lord's table, in
despite of His command, are nevertheless treated with solemn pomp and
reverence by a whole congregation under such absurd pretexts as above
cited! Then, again, the "priest" carries aloft out of the church the
empty vessels which, it may be, he has ostentatiously washed up in public,
after the service was over; yet these disused vessels thus carried in solemn
procession are again greeted with like homage by the" ambassador's"
party. Clearly here is more than meets the eye. It is not done in honour
of "the beginning of Divine Service," nor of the" ambassador," nor
even of the choir (who are commonly absent), but in honour of the
"new tomb," in which the • faithful" are taught to believe that the
Body of Christ has so recently lain. "Sacerdotalism" grows naturall}J
out of " ambassador"-worship.

It is due to the Reverend Herbert Cooper, M.A., Rector of St.
Nicholas', Colchester, to say that he does not pretend that the whole
ceremony is not in honour of himself. He avows that it is. But he
seems in somewhat of a fog as to the meaning of the word" ministering"
in the N.T. "Ministering be!ore " the congregation, is a phrase un
known to the New Testament. It is essentially a " sacerdotal" idea.
That is why we find it in the Old Testament, but never in the New.
The Gospel ministry is an ambassadorship not from man to Christ, but
from Christ to men. Its especial place of " ministry" is not the reading
desk, but the pulpit. And if Mr. Cooper really believed in the theory
which he puts forth, he would require his people to stand while he dons
his preaching dress, or rather returns to fulfil this distinctiv~ " ministry
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of the N ew Testament." To feed the vanity of a man, to make him
think highly of himself, no plan could be devised more likely to work
mischief. The very word ministry, means service, not mastery. Is it
then a prudent thing to rise up whenever your servant approaches to
fulfil his ministry? Our Lord warned His candidates for the ministry
again and again as to the danger of delighting in and exacting the
.. highest place," salutations in the market place, or the chief seats in the
Synagogue, under the pretext that they were the servants of Him Who
said, .. I am among you as he that serveth." Let any man read prayer
fully such passages as these and then ask himself if it be in accordance
with the spirit of Christ that His .. ambassadors" should go about urging
people to stand up whenever they march in procession before delivering
their Master's message.

The contagion is having a very serious influence on the minds of
thoughtful Churchmen. They do not regard the men who wish their
congregations to stand when they enter the church as the .. Ministers of
Christ," but rather as those who are endeavouring to .. lord it over God':,
heritage." They know from bitter experience that many who hold the
office of ministers in the Protestant Church of England are claiming to be
priests entitled to come between the sinne~ and Christ. Can it be
imagined that those who are aiming at following the Master's example,
and striving to be least of all and servants of all, would wish for such
outward marks of honour? How can any who are meeting a congrega
tion of the Lord's sheep, and humbly looking to God for grac:e lo feed
them with the truth of His Word, wish to introduce such a practice.

The Rector of St. Nicholas' admits that priest-worship would be
fulfilled and promoted by this practice" IF there be the spirit of priest
worship in the heart of the worshipper." What is the worth of that
suggestion? One might as reasonably say that bowing down before
images and seeming to worship them is not objectionable, because the
spirit of idolatry might conceivably be wanting in a well-educated infidel,
or a Christian believer. But what then? The outward act is calculated
and suitable to promote the superstition complained of, and C(l.n only be
saved from that character by exceptional strength of the individual mind
of the person who for the time consents to .. bow down in the house of
Rimmon." But can any blessing be expected by those who thus trifle
with their convictions from a cowardly dread of appearing to be .. singu
lar " ? It is a plain matter of fact, that wherever priestcraft has its
perfect work, there these observances multiply; where the minister thinks
only how to abase himself, and to serve his fellow-men whose" servant"
he desires to become for Christ's sake, there the minister is ever held in
highest honour, his influence for good is gladly recognised, though no
servile obsequiousness is shown to him under the pretext that his" office"
is one of a lordly kind. The true way to .. magnify his office," is to
fulfil his .. ministry," i.e. service; not to be ever claiming for the )ffice
bearer the worship of the congregation. On the other hand, the
Ritualistic substitute is embodied in these words:



380 The Gospel Magazine

.. Having said your prayer upon entering. it is customary to rise
and sit down at Matins. Evensong. and Litany. not. as at Holy
Communion. to continue kneeling until the entry of the procession.
Stand up on the entry of the clergy and choir. and remain standing
until they have entered their seats in the chancel. Then kneel
down. Stand during all processions." i.e. of these same' func
tionaries.-(Congregation in Church. p. 133).

Is this indeed .. the highest honour" which the New Testament
.. assigns to the minister of God. as such"? Let the reader ~xamine hr
himself the teachings of that Book. and he will have a prophylactic
against the contagion of .. Parsonolatry."

, -Church Association Tract.

fJI)ur ~oung 31olhn' ~agt.

THE WEDDING DRESS

A ROYAL wedding! What a thrill those words must give to loyal
hearts everywhere! The joyous sound of wedding-bells is in the air. and
we all join eagerly in loving wishes to our own Princess. praying that
with her husband she may be prospered with all happiness. and brought
to God's everlasting kingdom.

By the time you read this you will have heard all the details of the
lovely wedding-dress. kept secret till the great day itself. But some
qualities in a royal wedding-dress go without saying; we can be sure it
will be made of the richest and most beautiful fabric, designed on lines
the most becoming to, the Royal lady who will wear it. F or is she not
our King's daughter? It is right and proper that every bride should be
adorned for her husband, but for the Princess who inherits the Throne of
England nothing in the world can be too rich or fair.

But all this is true also of the royal family of the King of kings; we
find from many parts of His Word that He thinks nothing too good for
the robe which He presents to each of His children. This robe is costly.
beyond the highest reckoning. for its price was the blood of the King's
Firstborn. It is lovely to look upon, made of .. fine linen," .. a vista of
gold," .. wrought about with divers colours." It is called .. the garment
of praise," and" the robe of righteousness." It is bestowed by t~e King
of heaven on each of His children; the .. filthy rags" of their own,
righteousnesses are exchanged for the lovely spotless robe of Christ's
righteousness. It is given freely; for we can do nothing whatever to
deserve it, nor can we bring anything to pay for it. Without it, nobody
can enter into the King's presence; wearing this robe, the poorest beggar
can stand before the Throne. perfect through the comeliness of Christ,
and hearing Him say, .. Thou art all fair. my love" !

DAMARIS.
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.. THE weaver will be coming to-day," said a young wife many years
ago in Germany; .. he is bringing the cloth I ordered, and of course I
must pay him. So leave me a thaler, please, Hans." Thus said
Gretchen one day in the first year of her marriage. She and her husband
were a happy pair. for they loved each other dearly, and walked in the
fear of the Lord. But at this simple request Hans was taken aback;
the fact was that he had no money at all in the house, not even a farthing.
The story does not seem to imply that there was great poverty, but rather
that just on that one day they were without money.

.• I'm very sorry, Gretchen," said Hans, .. but I can't give you the
thaler. I haven't got it; I haven't any money at all in the house."
.. But the weaver is sure to come this evening," said Gretchen, looking
aghast. .. and he is quite poor-we must pay him." .. Perhaps he
won't come to-day, in such bad weather," suggested Hans.

But his wife was greatly upset; nothing like this had ever happened
to her before. Hans said they must pray about it; so they spread the
matter before the Lord, and the young husband reminded Gretchen of
words of the Lord Jesus, .. Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have
need of all these things."

Poor Gretchen went about her work all day looking very worried,
and Hans could hardly bear to see her stealthily wiping her eyes. The
night came on, and the weaver had not arrived. But suddenly the door
bell pealed. Hans heard it in the sitting-room. and paused in the act of
taking a book from the shelf. In a moment Gretchen hurried in. .. It's
the weaver," she said, trembling in her agitation. Her husband's hand
was on the book in the case, and he pulled it out. As he did so, a coin
fell from the pages, and rattled on the table. It was a thaler! Husband
and wife stood stock-still for a moment, gazing at each other. hardly
able to believe that the happening was real. Then Gretchen seized the
coin and ran out to pay the weaver.

Oh, what a scene of rejoicing there was when she came back to her
husband! I expect they both felt awe-stuck at the plain evidence that
the Most High had actually come to their help at the very moment of
crisis. .. Lost iJ.1 wonder, love, and praise" would best describe their
feelings. But soon they began to wonder how to account for it. Neither
of them had any idea at fi rst how the coin had come to be in the book;
but later on memory brought back to Hans the explanation. One day
some time before. when he had been in the town buying books, he met

~ his brother-in-law. .. Oh. Hans," said this relative, .. I'll pay you the
thaler I borrowed from you." .. Thank you," said Hans, whose arms
were full of his books; .. I can't take it, but just put it inside this book
on top." He did so, and Hans forgot all about it. Strange to say, the
coin did not fall out when he put the book away. It was in the
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providence of God that he should first make use of the book at the exact
moment when the thaler was needed.

Outsiders may call the whole thing coincidence, but those who fear
the Lord know better. To them the secret of the Lord has been revealed.
and they know that these are parts of Hi; ways. .. Oh, that men would
therefore praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful
works towards the children of men."

DAMARIS.
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GOSPEL ECHOES, being the Annual for 1947. Price 1/-. To be
had from the Editor, Mr. Clement Wileman, 78, Vivian Avenue,
Hendon, London, N.W.4.

THE SCIENCE OF PRAYER. By James Payne.pp. 56. Price 1/3;
by post 1/4. (From the author, 16, st. Leonards Road,
Mortlake, London, S.W.14, or from Mr. G. H. Fromow, 9,
Milnthorpe Road, Chiswick, London, WA).

THIS booklet consists of six chapters on the important subject of prayer.

They consist of" Lectures delivered at meetings of the Kew Branch of
the Civil Service Christian Union." They deal with the institution of
prayer, the power of prayer, the purpose of prayer, intercessory prayer,
time for prayer, and our personal prayer life. The chapters are full of
Scripture teaching 'on the great subject of prayer, and many of the old
hymns are ,quoted in reference to prayer, Wallace, Burnham, Mont
gomery, Hart, Gadsby, Watts, Toplady, John Newton, Berridge and
Cowper are amongst those whose hymns the author quotes. One chapter
is devoted to personal prayer, family prayer and public prayer. We
hope that the perusal of this booklet will stimulate the Lord's people, who
may read .it, to give themselves more regularly, constantly, and
believingly to this great spiritual exercise. In these solemn days there
are great temptations to fail to secure time every morning' and often-times
during the day for real unhurried prayer in the Spirit. Family prayer is
dying out, and the Divine injl\nction that believing men ought always to
pray and not to faint is in danger of not being observed, or only very •
partially so. Even in Christian homes there is grave danger of neglecting
prayer. .. Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit," is an injunction that needs to be increasingly obeyed by the
Lord's true. people.
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.. LOOKING FOR THE MERCY OF OUR LORD

JESUS CHRIST"
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COULD we possibly wish for ourselves, or for those dear to us, more than
Jude wished for his friends at the close of his Epistle? It might be
said that his prayers for them had respect to public declension. In
days of .. blasphemy and rebuke" they must be encouraged to hold fast
their profession: God over all, was still blessed for ever, though wicked
men ignored Him or denied His very existence. Strength and help from
Him came not without prayer, invisible and intangible. And in .. the
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ" was the hope of all good here and
heaven hereafter. Perhaps Jude meant that, but he concluded by
commending them to Him Who was .. able to keep them from falling
and to present them faultless before the presence of His glory with
exceeding joy." That means an individual consummation ()f all blessing.
Whatever the times are, the people of God (described in the opening of
Jude's Epistle) know that their happiness consists in keeping themselves
in the love of God. His favour is to be desired above everything. His
supremacy in the heart should be recognised, although it entails a wearing
perception of contrary allurements, and of the perpetual resistance of the
enemy of their souls. Their most holy faith is that He is their all, their
only hope. They know that their union with Him is His doing, not
their own, and not of their own maintaining. Their praying in the
Holy Ghost is described in Romans viii. 23, and in very many ex
periences as disclosed by the spirit of grace and supplication within the
covers of the Book of God. It then comes 10 .. looking for the mercy
of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life." I thought of all the tender
fulness of such a provision. What will not the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ do for us? J ude, the Lord's brother, had seen His mercy mani
fested in His days on earth; the mercy that met the cry of the needy, the
mercy that compassionated those who were found of Him. They sought
not. His mercy entailed upon Himself all the labours and sorrows of
His life, and His death. If we hope in His mercy, no disqualification
need aiscourage us, nothing will come amiss in His ears. It can be
neither too long, nor too late, nor too unworthy. A strange new sense
of hope and love rose in the heart of an outcast. a nobody, when she first
said, .. Have I also looked after Him that seeth me?" .. They looked
unto Him and were lightened and their faces were not ashamed." With
the Lord is mercy even unto eternal life. FOLLOWER-ON.

WE live in an iJnbelieving age. Few believed the report of our Lord's
first coming, 'and few believe the report of His second (Isaiah liii. 1).
Let us beware of this infection, and believe to the saving of our souls.
-BISHOP J. C. RYLE.
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EXTRACTS FROM OUR CORRESPONDENCE

From Wiltshire: "I have only recently become a subscriber to the Gospel
Maga{ine, but I feel I should like to tell you how much I have enjoyed
reading it, and to commend you for the stand you take in this day of
modernism and declension in religious circles."

From Cirencester: "I give all glory to Him for the great comfort and
hel p which He alone has enabled you to pass on to me and many others
through the Gospel Maga{ine. My dear mother loved it, as I do."

From Hove: "The Gospel lvfaga6ne has been so good to me in my
troubles."

From Bristol: "How very deeply we valued and appreciated your remem
brance of the Clifton Conference in the October M aga6ne. It was a most
comforting and delightful surprise, and we are particularly grateful for not
allowing the memory of those times of spiritual refreshment to die out."

From Buckinghamshire: "It is cheering to remember there is a remnant
left, and will be so to the end of time, who love the truth and cleave to the
old paths. It is a very true remark that if we move with the times we shall
COlne to ruin."
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