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OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT•

.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the <.:omfort wherewith we ourseives are.

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

PETER AND JOHN'S REPORT TO THEIR OWN COMPANY

« And bl'ing let go, they went to their own company, and reported
all that the chief priests and elders had said unto them."

-ACTS iv. 23.

SHORTLY after the day of Pentecost. we read that Peter and John
went lip to the temple to pray at the hour of prayer, three o'clock
in the aPternoon. At the gate of the temple which is called
Beautiful a man was laid daily to ask alms of the people as they
entered the building. He was a lame man who had been lame
from his birth, and was unable to cam his own living. Seeing
Peter and John about to go into the temple. he asked alms of them.
Peter said, "Look on us," and the man, expecting to receive alms,
gave heed to them. Peter said to him, "Silver and gold have I
none but sllch as I have, give I thee: In the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk." Immediately the man's feet
and ankle bones received strength. and, leaping up, he stood and
walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and
leaping, and praising Gael.

All the people saw him walking and praising God. They knew
his past history, and were filled with wonder and amazement at the
mighty change which had taken place in this man. Peter noticed
that the people were looking earnestly on himself and John, as
though they thought that this wonderful miracle had been brought
by their power and because of their holiness. He, however, declared
that this miracle was wrought by God's Son Jesus, Whom they, the
Jewish people, had rejected. They were responsible for killing the
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Prince of Life. But God had raised Him from the dead, and it
was through faith in His name that this lame man had been heabl
and made perfectly sound in his bodily health. He proceeded to
tell the people that they needed to repent and that they would
come to a time when the sins of God's ancient people would b~

blotted out, when the times of refreshing should come from the
presence of the Lord. While Peter and John were thus speaking,
the chief priests, and especially the Sadducees, cam~ upon them, the
latter especially being grieved that they preached through Jesus the
resurrection from the dead. Peter and John were then put in prison
till the following day. Yet many who heard the word bdieved; « and
the number of the men was about five thousand." What marvellous
encouragement!

The next day Peter and John were set before Annas the high
priest, Caiaphasand others, and asked, "By what power or by
what name have ye have done this?" Filled with the Holy Ghost,
Peter gave a courageous answer. He told them that it was by the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Whom they had crucified. hut
Whom God had raised from the dead, that the man who was lan)(~

now stood before them whole. Neither was there salvation ill any
other. There was none other name under heaven whereby anyone
could be saved. The man who had been healed was present". TIll.:
judges of Peter and John could not deny that the miracl~ h;ld 1)('1;/\
wrought. They had to admit that a notable miracle h:ld heen
wrought, yet they persisted in the sin of rejecting the Lord .It·SIIS,
and so they commanded the Apostles not to speak at all nor (l'aell

in the name of Jesus. Peter and John, however, answered, " Whetller
it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than IIlIto
God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things which we have
seen and heard." However, when their judges had further
threatened them, they let them go. Then," Being let go, tllcy went
to their own company, and reported all that the chief priests and
eIders had said unto them." Then followed a remarkable prayer
and a wonderful answer.

1. FIRST, LET US THINK OF THE REMARKABLE PRAYER OFFERED BY

THE GODLY COMPANY WHO W,ERE GATHERED TOGETHER.

(1) It was a prayer with one accord. "They lifted up their voice
to God with one accord." All were united in the prayer offered.
The hearts of all present were sincerely lifted up to God in prayer.
Not with mere words did they pray, but they drew near to God
with their hearts. We do not read of a choir being present ancl an
organ being played, and a prayer being sung or intoned. TIle
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prayer was earnest, hearty, sincere, and with one accord. Thus
should the company of God's people pray in these days. In spirit
and in truth should the living God be wovshipped by His needy
people.

(2) It was a prayer offered to the Almighty God. They said,
" Lord, Thou art God, ,,yhich hast made heaven, and earth, and the
sea, and all that in them is." They were in great trouble. They
were commanded not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus.
They felt, however, that they ought to obey God rather than man.
Hence they needed divine grace and courage to do this, and to be
willing to bear the opposition of the authorities. They fell back,
therefore, on the omnipotence of God. Their help was in the name
of the Lord Who had made heaven and earth. We, too, in these
solemn days, need abundance of divine grace to stand fast and be
steadfast, whatever man may say. Hence we need to call to mind
that the God in Whom we trust is omnipotent and that His grace is
all-sufficient for us.

(3) It was a prayer which quoted the prophetic Word. The things
which had happened to their Lord and Master had been foretold by
David in the second psalm. The rulers were to gather together
against the Lord and against His Christ. The sinful action against
Christ by Herod, Pontius Pilate, the Gentiles and the people of
Israel was all foretold. These enemies of Christ were destined to
do whatsoever God's hand and His counsel determined before to be
done. Those who rejected and crucified Him had no intention of
fulfilling the divine purpose, but unconsciously, when they crucified
the Lord of glory, they were fulfilling the divine purposes of love,
grace, and mercy. Despite all the sin of man, God intended that
Christ, God's eternal Son, the Seed of the woman, should bruise the
serpent's head. He should be the Seed of Abraham, through Whom
eternal blessing should come to a great multitude which no man
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues,
who would be washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb.
Hence, "The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the
heathen through faith, preached before the Gospel unto Abraham,
saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed." Hence Peter, on the
day of Pentecost, said of Christ, in his sermon, " Him being delivered
by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain" (Gal. iii. 8;
Acts ii. 23). Wicked indeed were the hands which crucified and
slew the Lord Jesus. Yet, unintentionally and unconsciously, they
were bringing about the eternal redemption of God's people, so that
they would be able to say, " Christ hath redeemed us from the curse
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of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is
everyone that hangeth on a tree" (Gal. iii. 13). Thus the awful sin
of Herod, Pontius Pilate, the Gentiles, and the people of Israel was
the fulfilment of the divine and gracious purpose of God to bring
about the redemption and eternal salvation of all who should,
through His grace, trust in His blood. This great truth is taught by
our Lord Himself. His life was voluntarily laid down. He says,
" Therefore doth My Father love Me, because I lay down My life,
that I might take it again. No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it
down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to
take it again. This commandment have I received of My Father"
(John x. 17, 18). Out of eternal love the Father gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.

(4) It was a prayer that God would behold and work for His
persecuted people. "Now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and
grant unto Thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak
Thy word" (Acts iv. 29). What a comfort it is to know that the
Lord can notice and behold the threatenings of wicked men. They
cannot threaten to injure His people without His knowledge. His
eyes are open to see His people in their varied trials and His cars ar
open unto their cries. Thus we can call to mind His graciolls
assurance in Psalm xxxiv. 15, "The eyes of the Lord are upon lhe
righteous, and His ears are open unto their cry." His eyes art' in
every place, beholding the evil and the good. His people may be
hidden away in various parts of the earth, but not hidden frol11 Ili 111.

" The Lord knoweth them that are His" (2 Tim. ii. 19). His eyes
were upon Peter and John and their own company. He saw the
troubles they were passing through, and He was able to display
power and mercy on their behalf.

n. SECONDLY, LET US THINK OF THE WONDERFUL ANSWlm GOD

GAVE TO THEIR PRAYER.

(1) First, the place was shaken where they were assembled
together. When they had prayed, this shaking immediately
happened. God's presence was at once manifested.

(2) They were all filled with the Holy Ghost. They were already
indwelt by the Spirit, but a fresh putting forth of His power was
felt. All fear departed from them. They knew the authorities were
against them, but all fear of them was caused to vanish.

(3) Thirdly, they spake the word of God with boldness. Then·
we read, " With great power gave the Apostles witness of the rcsur-
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rection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all."
Then we read further, "By the hands of the Apostles werc many
signs and wonders wrought among the people.... And believers
were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and
women" (Acts iv. 33; v. 12, 14).

The Apostles' persecutions and troubles did not cease. They were
again imprisoned, but the angel of the Lord opened the prison
doors. They were again brought before the high priest and his
company, but Peter and the other Apostles stood their ground and
said" We ought to obey God rather than man," and he courageously
defended himself and his companions against their enemies.
Eventually, however, the Apostles were beaten, commanded that
they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and then liberated.
Then we read, "They departed from the presence of the Council,
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His
name. And daily in the temple and in every house, they ceased
not to teach and preach Jesus Christ" (see Acts v. 12-42). All this
record is written for our learning. The Lord's command to preach
the Gospel to every creature still holds good. Obedience to that
command is sure to bring persecution and opposition, more or less.
God's people should, however, gather together for prayer. They
should look to Him to intervene on their behalf, and they may
expect wonderful answers and further blessing and encouragement.
Yet there is no promise that persecution and opposition will cease.
Persecution is our appointed portion. Yet, with God's servant Paul,
we should say, "None of these things move me," and by God's
grace and mercy we should continue to testify" the Gospel of the
grace of God" (Acts xx. 22-24). The Gospel of God's grace should
still be our testimony, nothing less and nothing more, and no worldly
methods should be associated with it.

While we are writing, we notice that Dr. Garbett, Archbishop of
York, gives the first place to Evangelism, but he adds, " To do this,
modern methods must be used-the wireless, the cinema, television,
as well as the older methods of the spoken and written word." With
all due respect for His Grace, we deprecate the use of these modern
methods. We would say with the Apostle Paul, " I am not ashamed
of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to
everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek"
(Rom. i. 16). The Gospel alone is needed today. To the Thessa
lonians the Apostle wrote, " Om Gospel Ci.jme not unto you in word
only, but in power and in the Holy Ghost." That was fully
effectual, and today it pleases God by the foolishness of preaching
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the Gospel to save them that believe. "My word," God says. "sh;i11
not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that.which I pie;,,!',
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it" (Isa. Iv. I 1).

The great need of today is to get back to Bible truth and Bibk
methods. Back to Bible simplicity. Away with altars, crosses,
candlesticks, popish vestments, copes, mitres, pastoral staves, and
all the false teaching associated with them, Away with sacerdotal
and modernistic error, and back to full Bible teaching and the pure
Gospel of the grace of God. The evils of the times have been tried
and found wanting. Let us by the mercy of God abandon thl'fn all,
and go back to Apostolic teaching and Apostolic methods. Wc
cannot improve upon God's teaching and God's 1l1l'lhods,

THE EDI'I'()j{

74, Church Road, (Tholll;ls IIOll,t;lllOIl).
Redfield, Bristol 5.

FAILURE IN THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY
THE absence of doctrinal teaching and preaching is certaillly (If)t'

of the causes for the present lamentable ignorance in the Cllllrcll.
But a still more influential cause is found in the failure of I he IIlosL
important of all Christian educational institutions. TIll' IllosL
important Christian educational institution is not the plll pi l, or
the school, important as these institutions are; bu t it is the Ch l'isti..lll
family. And that institution has to a very large extent ('(';ls('d to
do its work. Where did those of us who have reached middlt- life
really get our knowledge of the Bible? I suppose my expericllce is
the same as that of a good many of us. I did not get my knowkd~c

of the Bible from Sunday School or from any other school, but I g-at
it on Sunday afternoons with my mother at home. And I will
venture to say that although my mental ability was certainly of n
extraordinary kind, I had a better knowledge of the Bible at fourLeen
years of age than is possessed by many students in the theolog-ical
seminaries of the present day. Theological students come for the
most part from Christian homes; indeed, in very considerable pro
portion they are children of the manse. Yet when they have
finished college and enter a theological seminary, many of them are
quite ignorant of the simple contents of the English Bible. The sac!
thing is that it is not chiefly the students' fault. These students,
many of them, are sons of ministers; and by their deficiencies they
reveal the fact that the ministers of the present day are not only
substituting exhortation for instruction, ethics for theology, in their
preaching; but are even neglecting the education of their own
children. The lamentable fact is that the Christian home. as an
educational institution, has largely ceased to function.-W hat i,l
Faith? by the late PROFES$OR J. GRESHAM MACHEN, D.D.
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AS IT WAS IN THE DAYS OF NOAH

" As the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of
Man be. For as in: the days that were before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,
until the day that N oah entered into the ark, and knew not
until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the
coming of the Son of M an be. ... Watch, therefore: for ye
know not what hour your Lord doth come.":'-MATTHEW xxiv.
37-42).

THESE words are the words of our Lord Jesus Christ. They are
based on the teaching and records of the book of Genesis. Our
Lord had no doubt of the narrative of the flood. He refers to the
marriages recorded in Genesis vi. 1-4. He refers to the flood which
destroyed all flesh from under heaven. He refers to the ark which
Noah entered. He refers to the unexpected character of the flood.
The people "knew not until the flood came and took them all
away." He says, "So shall also the coming of the Son of Man
be" (Gen. vi. 13, 14). The instruction which the Lord gives on this
solemn subject is specially given to guide and influence His people
in the closing clays of this dispensation. It clearly, teaches us that
the state of things which characterised the time of the flood would
be characteristic of the time immediately prior to the coming of the
Son of Man. Despite all the Gospel light which God in mercy and
grace has given to the world for nearly nineteen hundred years, the
Lord says, "Nevertheless when the Son of Man cometh, shall He
find faith on the earth? " (Luke xviii. 8). The suggestion being that
when He returns, few comparatively would be found holding to the
faith of God's elect. This solemn state of things is also predicted
in the Epistles. "The Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter
times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits and doctrines of devils." Men would "have a form of
godliness, but deny the power thereof." "The time will come when
they will not endure sound doctrine.... And they shall turn away
their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables." These
predictions concerning the future are written by the Apostle Paul
in his Epistles to Timothy (l Tim. iv. 1; 2 Tim. iii. 5; iv. 3,4). We
are gradually getting nearer to " the end of things." Apostasy from
the faith is clearly predicted before the coming of the Lord. "That
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day shall not come, except there coming a falling away first." It
seems increasingly evident that this falling away is now taking place.
The time, of which the Apostle Paul spake, seems to have come
when men will not endure sound doctrine. They are turning away
their ears from the truth and are being turned unto fables. In fact
it would seem that many are, in effect, saying, "Where is the
promise of His coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things
continue as they were from the beginning of the creation" (2 Peter
iii. 3, 4). In other words, we are getting nearer and nearer to the
state of things which marked the days of Noah. We specially,
therefore, need to take heed to our Lord's predictions as to the state
of things which will exist at the time of His return.

1. FIRST, LET US TAKE NOTE OF THE FACTS WHICH SET FORTH THE

DAYS OF NOAH.

They were evidently days of abounding sin. "God saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the earth." He took special notic,;
of the great wickedness that prevailed. "The eyes of the Lord are
in every place, beholding the evil and the good" (Prov. xv. 3). That
has always been true. It was true in Noah's days, and it is true
today. All the wickedness of man is noticed by Him. He fills
heaven and earth, and " all things are naked and opened unto the
eyes of Him with Whom we have to do " (Heb. iv. 13). "He
beholdeth all the sons of men" (Psalm xxxiii. 13). "Thou hast
set our iniquities before Thee, our secret sins in the light of Thy
countenance" (Psalm xc. 8). "There is not a word in my tongue,
but, 10, 0 Lord, Thou knowest it altogether" (Psalm cxxxix. 4).

It cannot be denied that wickedness is great today, even in our
own land. Even amongst the young crime greatly abounds. Great
changes for the worse have taken place during the last sixty years.
Many years ago attendance at most places of worship was
encouraging. It is by no means so today. There is an increasing
disregard of Sabbath observance. Divorces have greatly increased.
Political meetings on the Lord's Day are increasing. The love of
the world is increasing. There is a growing love for the cinema
and an increasing absence of the true Gospel in our pulpits.

In Noah's time "the earth was corrupt before God." It was
filled with violence. "All flesh had corrupted his way upon the
earth." So great and so abounding was sin that God determined
to destroy all flesh wherein was the breath of life. Peter describes
God's great act of judgment on the world as a "bringing in the
flood upon the world of the ungodly" ( Peter ii. 5). So terrible was
the state of things that God determined to "destroy all flesh,
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wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing
that is in the earth shall die. Only Noah, his three sons, Noah's
wife. and his sons' wives-eight in all-were to be saved. "By
faith, Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved
with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which
he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness
which is by faith" (Heb. xi. 7). There is not the slightest suggestion
that the ark was intended for any human being but Noah's family
of eight persons. Our Lord's description of the state of things in
the days of Noah before the flood is that" they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that
Noah entered into the ark, and knew not until the flood came,
and took them all away" (Matt. xxiv. 38). Their whole attention
was occupied with earthly pleasures and enjoyments. They took no
account of divine judgment coming upon a world given up to sin,
violence and moral corruption. They must have been aware that
Noah was building an ark to the saving of his house. Peter tells
us Noah was "a preacher of righteousness" (2 Peter ii. 5). The
world at large took no notice of his preaching nor of his godly
life. They went on in their sins, violence and moral corruption,
and" knew not until the flood came and took them all away."

2. SECONDLY, LET US CAREFULLY NOTE OUR LORD'S WORDS, "SO

SHALL ALSO THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN BE."

In Luke the words arc, " As it was in the days of Noah, so shall
it be also in the days of the Son of Man.... Even thus shall it be in
the day when the Son of Man is revealed" (Luke xvii. 26-30). The
meaning seems to be that as things were in a terrible moral condition
in the days of Noah and just before the flood, so the moral condi
tion of things will be very evil just before the Lord's coming. In
our quotations already given it is evident that a falling away will
precede the Lord's coming. The time will come when sound
doctrine will not be endured, men will turn away from the truth
and be turned unto fables. Evil things will prevail, as they did in
the days of Noah. These warnings are given by our Lord and by
His Apostles, so that His true people may be on guard and beware
of the evil developments which will take place. Is it not evident
that the professing Church is going away increasingly from the old
tru ths? Many of our readers can look back for fifty or sixty years.
Such readers, when they compare the state of things then with the
state of things today, will doubtless feel that great changes for the
worse have taken place. It is now increasingly difficult when on
holiday to find a pla>~ where the old Gospel is preached. In
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churches connected with the Church of England, the old sirnplicit)'
of the services in many churches is wholly absent, and efforts 10

please the eye and the car arc greatly increased. Music and out
ward worldly show abound, both in the established church and ill
non-conformist places of worship. Worldly amusements and worldly
methods of obtaining money for the Lord's work are greatlv
prevalent. False doctrine is not confined to sacerdotalism in the
established church: modernism and higher critical teaching prevail
largely in non-conformity as well as elsewhere. The doctrines of
grace are now scarcely heard in most denominations. Our Lord
says, "God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship
Him in spirit and in truth" (John iv. 24). "The)' must worship in
spirit and in truth." If they worship Him at all, it mu.rt be in spirit
and in truth. No worship is pleasing to Him except it be " in spirit
and in truth." No efforts were made by the Apostles to attract
crowds by things that pleased the eye or the car. They were
content to obey their Lord and Master by preaching onl)' till' pure'
Gospel of His grace. This is our only message. Obedil'nc(' to
Christ is our primary duty. It is saddening to see few pn'sent aL
services where the pure Gospel is preached, but our Lord tells liS

that many there be that enter the broad way which kacl<'lh to
destruction, but few there be that find the narrow way that kadcth
unto life. (Sce Matt. vii. 13, 14-). The path to heaven is not ;1

popular way, and we must be content, if wc arc walking in it, to be
lonely. That path is increasingly lonely, but Christ's truc people
must be content to be lonely. Yet Christ is reaIly and always with
His true people. Their God says, "I will never leave tllee. nor
forsake thee."

3. THIRDLY, WE DO WELL TO NOTE HOW NOAH ACTED IN THE

DAYS OF EVIL IN WHICH HE LIVED.

(1) First, he went on walking with God. The abounding wicked
ness and worldliness which prevailed did not influence him to cease
walking with God. "Ve read, " Noah was a just man, and perfect
in his generation, and Noah walked with God." So, however, evil
may increase and develop, the Lord's true people should continue
living soberly, righteously, and godly, looking for the blessed hope.
Whatever the world around them may do, they are to continue
walking in holy fellowship with God.

(2) Secondly, he walked in faith. We read, "By faith. Noah,
being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear,
prepared an ark to the saving of his hQuse; by the which he
condemned the world, and became heir of the righteous7ll'ls which
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is by faith" (Heb. xi. 7). The Lord took cognizance of Noah, and
revealed His purposes concerning the ungodly world around him.
He said, "The end of all flesh is come before Me; for the earth is
filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them
with the earth" (Gen. vi. 13). Noah believed the word of God.
It was a terrible announcement which God made to him, an
announcement of terrible judgment, but Noah believed God's word.

(3) He walked in obedience. Moved with fear, he obeyed. He
prepared an ark to the saving of his house. He believed God's word,
believed He would bring a flood of waters upon the earth and
destroy all flesh, and that everything that was in the earth should
die. But he believed that the Lord in covenant mercy would save
him, his wife, his three sons, and their wives. He fully obeyed
God's instructions. "According to all that God commanded him,
so did he" (Gen. vi. 14-22).

God. in the Person of His Son, has revealed the character of the
times that will mark the world in the days which will bring to an
end the days of this age. Abounding sin, unbelief, worldliness and
error are developing. This solemn warning should be believingly
heeded by God's true people. They need, therefore, to beware of
being mixed up with the evil tendencies of the times. Leaders in
the professing Church are busy devising schemes of various kinds
to improve the evils that abound. No schemes which are not
sanctioned by the Word of God should be welcomed for a moment.
"To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to
this word, it is because there is no light in them" (lsa. viii. 20).
"What fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and
what communion hath light with darkness? ... Wherefore come
out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord" (2 Cor.
vi. 14-18). "The whole world lieth in the wicked one," but" we
know that wc (true believers) are of God" (1 John v. 19). "If ye
were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye
are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world,
therefore the world hateth you" (John xv. 19). Our Lord teaches
His true people that hatred, more or less from the world, will be
their portion. Noah's walk with God meant separation from the
world. The ntore God's people walk with God, the more they will
necessarily b<.; separate from the world. To them it is said, "Love
not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man
love the world, the love of the Father is not in them" (1 John ii. 15).

Why did Noah walk with God? Presumably because the love of
God was in His heart. The world at large was" the worlJ of the
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ungodly," but Noah had no fellowship with it. He was a just or cl

righteous man. He was an "heir of the righteousness which is by
faith," and he was also living soberly, righteously, and godly. The
world around him was ungodly, wicked, morally corrupt. Noah
had experienced divine grace, had "found grace in the eyes of the
Lord." Hence he was in the world, but not of it. He was separate
from it. As the days of Noah increasingly characterise the world
at large, God's true people are to be characterised more and more
with the character and walk of Noah. The Lord's people are not
to be lovers of the world and its ways, bu t are to be markedly those
who love God and who walk with God. Their walk is to be in the
light, as God is in the light. Here are the inspired words of the
Apostle John: "God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. If
we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, wC'
lie, and do not the truth. But if we walk in the light. as ] k i.s in
the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ c1eanseth us from all sin." Yet," If we say t!tat we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 1I0J in us JJ

(1 John i. 6-8).

In Noah's days of great wickedness and moral corruption and
worldliness, Noah himself, through divine grace, walkcd with God,
walked therefore in the light. He was really separatt' frOln the
world of ungodliness. That, we understand, is to be our position,
walking in the light as God is in the light. Walking in the darkness
of error and sin is not to characterise those who by grace are divinely
saved. "We are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto
good works, which God hathbefore ordained that we should walk
in them" (Ephes. ii. 10). We are bidden to " have no fellowship
with the unfruitful works of darkness" (Ephes. v. 8-11).

The truth that the Lord is coming to receive His people unto
Himself is full of comfort, but let us not forget that" The Lord shaH
be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not
the Gospel of our Lord JesUs Chri5t: who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the
glory of His power, when He shall come to be glorified in His
saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (because our
testimony among you was believed) in that day."

THE EDITOR

74, Church Road, (Thomas Houghton).
Redfield, Bristol 5.
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C( For the which cause I also suffer these things; nevertheless, I am
not ashamed; for I know Whom I have believed, and am
persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed
unto Him against that day."-2 TIMOTHY i. 12.

THE dear Apostle was still content to suffer for the Gospel's sake,
whereunto he recognised his holy appointment, even to declaring
" Woe is unto me if I preach not the Gospel," and he knew that was
at the risk of his life. A preacher, an apostle, and a witness-and
how faithfully, by Divine enabling, did he fulfil that ministry! He
knew Whom he believed, and his joyous privilege was to lift up a
precious Christ under the varied circumstances and trials his Lord
saw fit to call him unto. He knew also that the Faithful Promiser
would be with him under all straits and conditions. This little but
potentially great word, "able," seems to have been a favourite
word with him, and he had been taught by grace to cast himself
wholly and fully upon a precious Christ, his Lord and Master, as all
his salvation and all his desire. Able! A word of only four letters,
but indeed a great word. It is potential, official, and mediatorial.
And how truly had the dear Apostle committeed the keeping of his
soul for time and eternity to Him Whom he had believed. Such
a committal is only effected by strong crying and tears. As said
our beloved Rector (the Rev. W. Dodgson-Sykes) recently from his
pulpit, "Prayer must be definite, increasing and fervent." When
a soul is in dire need of Divine help, then the cry upward is real and
fervent. It may be short and ejaculatory, but it reaches heaven
and the heart of the Divine Man Who, in the" every sorrow which
rends the heart" of anyone of His perplexed and exercised people,
shares a part with them. It reaches Heaven's throne, where Jesus,
at the right hand of His Father, waits to answer. The reader will
doubtless think of the dear martyred Stephen, who said, "I see
Jesus standing at the right hand of God," as he fell asleep in Him.
Prayer also is one constant exercise with the living soul. Prayer
was made" without ceasing" by the early Church when, for the
time, they had lost their beloved leader. Thus Peter was kept in
prison, but prayer was made without ceasing by the Church for him
and his release; and they were actually in this exercise when the
subject of their prayers stood knocking at the door, released from
prison by an angelic convoy! So gracious and compassionate is our
prayer-hearing and prayer-answering God. What says the Apostle
in his letter to the Ephcsian brethren? " Now unto Him that is
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,



366 T he Gospel Magazine

according to the power that worketh in us " (Eph. iii. 20). And this
is He Who had declared of Himself Who is the Truth, " All power is
given unto Me in heaven and in earth." Upon this gracious
declaration of all power, He commanded His disciples to "go
therefore and teach all nations, baptising them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and 10, I
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen"
(Matt. xxviii. 19-20). Dear children of God, do we, both readers
and writers alike, prize sufficiently as we ought the privilege of
prayer? Do we, daily and hourly, commit our way, and our dear
ones, and our concerns to the Lord? David was truly a man of
prayer. "But I-prayer," he says, when speaking of the treachery
and reproach of his enemies. "For my love they are my adversaries;
but I give myself unto prayer." Do we thus daily enjoy some
triumphing in the Lord as we see our difficulties solved, realise
the sweet resting in forgiven sins and our enemies at peace with us?
" Oh! triumph now, Christian, in the promises-then thotl shalt
shortly triumph in the performance of them," wrote the saintly
Baxter. Let us seek by wrestling prayer to see the wonders wrought
for His children by a prayer-hearing and prayer-answering God.
He ever delights in mercy. He is able (there is our litt!l' but
potentially great word upon which we are meditating jw;t now).
Yes, He is both willing and able to send us the gracious answer to
our prayers. Is it for the eternal salvation of some dear onc. clvar in
the ties of earthly relationship and perhaps far advanced 1>1' year's
to the end of their life? Pray on, dear fellow Ch ristian. Tli(' Lord
knows all your desires to see His own glory in the salvatioll of that
dear one. I recall a quaint but sweetly true couple of lines. com
mitted to memory long years ago. May they be a comfort likewise
to some reader now who is yearning and wrestling in prayer thus
for someone dear unto them.

" O'er Heaven's gate a motto stands engraved,
Let sin be damned, but sinners saved;
And o'er the gates of hell's dark dismal cave,
Jesus the purchase of His blood will have."

o for grace to glorify our God, the God of our salvation, to entrust
our souls and those dear unto us unto a faithful Creator Who is
so able to keep all that we have committed unto Him for time and
eternity.

I think I remarked at the beginning of this brief meditation that
" able" was a Pauline word. See what a string of pearls the dear
Apostle gives us on it in his several epistles. "Able to do exceed
ing abundantly above all that we ask or think" (Eph. iii. 20).
" Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come
unto God by Him, etc." (Heb. vii. 25). "Accounting that God was
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able to raise him up even from the dead" (Heb. xi. 19). "God is
able to make all grace to abound toward you" (2 Cor. ix. 8). "For
in that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able to
succour them that are tempted" (Heb. ii. 18). And two other of
the dear Apostles rejoice also in this precious word which has been
under an humble consideration. Here is how the beloved Jude
concludes his brief but precious epistle" to them that are sanctified
by God the Father, and preserved in Christ Jesus and called"; he
says, " Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to
present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding
joy." And the beloved Paul writes to his Philippian brethren
(iii. 21) in that glorious declaration, " We look for the Saviour, the
Lord Jesus Christ, Who shall change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to the working
whereby He is able to subdue all things unto Himself."

And so, dear child of God, if the Holy Spirit has been pleased in
His sovereignty and mercy to speak a word of comfort to any
exercised soul who has read these lines, may you seek the promised
"more grace" to act upon it; to commit thy way unto Him, and
trust also in Him; to commit the keeping of your soul as into the
hands of the faithful Creator for time and eternity, and look
forward to that day when the last trial will be over and His
preserved and delivered child be enabled to sing:

" Bold shall I stand in that great day,
For who ought to my charge shall lay?
While through Thy blood absolved I am,
From sin's tremendous curse and shame."

(Count Zinzendorf).
R.

IS THERE ANYTHING THAT WE CAN TRUST?

ONE point. at least. is clear-we cannot trust the Church. The
visible Church, the Church as it now actually exists upon this earth,
has fallen too often into error and sin. No, we cannot appeal from
the world to the Church. Well, then, is there anything at all to
which we can appeal? Is there anything at all that remains con
stant when so many things change? I have a very definite answer
to give to that question. It is contained in a verse taken from the
prophecy of Isaiah: "The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but
the word of our God shall stand for ever." There are many things
that change, but there is one thing that does not change. It is the
Word of the living and true God. The world is in decadence, the
visible Church is to a considerable extent apostate; but when God
speaks wc can trust Him, and His \,yord stands for ever sure.
PROFESSOR J. GRESHAM MACHEN, D.D., The Christian View of
Man, p. 2.
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PRECIOUS PROMISES

A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, BY
THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, RECTOR.

PART n.
U And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall I

be the peace of thy children."-IsAIAH liv. 13.

AND now for a few moments we may add on this head-" All thy ~
children shall be taught of the Lord "-how varied are the subjects I

the Lord teaches His people. In large educational establishments
it is ofen found necessary to divide the teaching of subjects, and to
appoint special teachers for special subjects. Now God has no
special subject, all subjects He teaches, and teaches Himself. He
does not call in the aid or co-operation of others. He cloes not
divide the work between Himself and man. This is very blessed that
the Lord keeps the education of His children in His Own hands,
under His sole control. "Who teacheth like Him?" Who teacheth
us the real nature of sin as He does? Who teaches us what true
repentance and godly sorrow for sins mean-who like Him? Who
teaches us what faith in the Lord Jesus is as God teaches us? Who
teaches us what the possession of true peace with God, the conse-
quence of repentance and faith, really is as He teaches us? Who
teaches us the reality of the promises as the Lord does? This it is,
dear children of God, which ensures us a substantial knowledge,
not a mere temporary acquaintance with Divine or spiritual things
but an abiding substantial knowledge of them, an intelligent appre-
hension of their values, their prcciousnesses, their meaning. This is
the work of God to open the eyes of our understanding. This is the
work of the Lord to open our hearts that we should know the
Scriptures, and to open the Holy Scriptures that they may be light
and truth unto us. How varied, I say, are the subjects the Lord
teaches. Amongst the subjects we must not overlook, He teaches His
people to love holiness, to love separation from evil, from the world I
and the flesh. And this, dear friends, is one of the most distinguish-
ing characteristics of our being in the school of grace that we love
holiness, that we love to be separated from evil, that we love to be ,
in communion with a holy God that we may be somewhat trans-
formed by means of that communion into His likeness. It is very
beautiful to trace the operations of God's grace in carrying on this
work of teaching His people a love of holiness. The conscience
becomes, if I may say so, refined and more delicate to the touch of .
sin, and more readily grieved by the presence of sin, by the motions
of sin. This is growth in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord
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and Saviour Jesus Christ. This is as it should be. Sin ought
increasingly to become sinful in our sight so that it should warn us
off when we arc prompted by sinful impulses to touch that which
God has forbidden. All thy children shall be taught holiness. All
thy children shall be taught heart-hatred of sin. All thy children
shall seck, after this kind, a life of separation from the world that
lieth in the wicked one. All thy children shall be taught to love
communion with a holy, holy, holy God.

Then how varied too are the methods the Lord employs in
teaching His children. How varied is the method. The Word is
the instrument principally that the Holy Ghost employs. All thy
children shall be taught the truth of the Lord, the truth as it is found
in the written Word, " the Faith which was once delivered to the
saints" to which God has nothing to add and from which He has
nothing to take. the Faith once for all. as the Greek is, delivered to
the saints-ol/ce for all. God will not repeat His revelation, the
revelation of Himself. He has spoken. and He has spoken once, and
having spoken once He spake in His holiness, and His Word is thus
for ever settled in Heaven. All thy children shall by the Spirit be
taught the truth of the Gospel, and this ensures their being brought
out of darkness into God's marvellous light. Saul of Tarsus, for
instance, was onc of these children that the God of the promises had
present to His mind when He commanded Isaiah to pen this
sentence, and so in due time that proud-hearted Pharisee was taught
bly God. and onc of the first things he was taught was how to
unlearn what he had already learned. Ah. Saul of Tarsus had been
brought up from his infancy in the proud-hearted teaching of his
natural birth-that he was a Hebrew of the Hebrews, that his father
was a Hebrew. his mother was a Hebrew, that he belonged to the
strictest sect of the Jewish religionists. And he had an inbred love
of his own righteousness. These were among the many things that
Paul had lc'lfJwcI. but not in the school of Christ. He learned these
things in tlH' .Jewish school. in the school of Jewish tradition, and
they must all IJl' 11Illearned, they must all be renounced wben God
begins to teach. So the Apostle declared (Philippians iii.) concerning
that creature righteousness, his own, "Not baving mine own
rightcousm:ss which is of the law"; and then again, "What things
were gain to nw," the things I knew already having been brought up
at the feet of GamaIicl. being instructed in the religion of my fathers,
these, he says. these I counted loss and dross when God began to
teach me. And so, clear young friends, and I am glad to sec some
of yOll here. you and I may not be trusting in our educational
religion, a religion in which perhaps Godly parents have brought
you up. Paul was brought up very strictly, no doubt as moral
he was a fine example of what human nature is capable of under
the most favourable conditions, but all this be counted nothing
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when God made him a new creature. No. we must not trust in our
early religious training. Let us thank God for a Godly mother or
a Godly father. or for both which is better, but let us remember
that though they were in the Lord, and lived and died in the Lord,
they could not leave us a legacy of grace. a legacy of salvation.
These we must have first hand from the Lord Who teaches His
children what sin is. and what the blood of Christ is. and what
salvation by grace means; and thl"Holy Spirit uses the Word.
Therefore wc are always thankful that the young should have thi~

Word of God committed to memory. That is why in our Lord'~

Day School at Mary-Ie-Port wc keep close to the Bible as the text
book of all our teaching. We cannot convert the dc'ar children, but
if we store their minds with the letter of the Word who can tell,
who. I ask. what the Lord may presently do bv the Word thus
infused in the minds of the children? So. dear frif'nck the Holy
Spirit takes of the things of Christ and shows them unto us. Honou'r
your Bibles, study the Word of God written. seize ev<.:ry available
opportunity, in His Providence, to become more intimately
acquainted with the things that make for your p<.:ace. It is thus the
Lord instructs the diligent soul. "The diligent soul shall Ix made
fat." it is a precious promise this; he shall lack nothing, he shall be
enriched with all knowblge, he shall grow up into Christ in all
things Who is the Head. He shall becom<.: more evidently Christ
lik<.:.

But I think God also uses His providences as mcrhods and m<.:ans
of training His children, because after all wc must lInderstand this.
text word "teach" as comprehending all training'. Nowadays
people use th<.: word "education" too narrowly. They se<.:m. to
have only in their minds a knowledge of text-of book-teaching,
and passing examinations in a knowledge of books. textbooks. But,
dear friends, education, teaching, traini ng, is very compl-chensive.
In God's school it is not only head-knowkdge, or an acquaintance
with facts that the Lord instructs His people in knowing, but He
forms character by means of the knowkdge He communicates. the
knowledge of His truth. All Divine knowledge imparted is practical
in its influence. Knowledge alone might pufl us up, but knowledge
being practised as God Himself teaches it, it results in the formation
of character, and conversation, and usefulness, and fruit-bearing.
A mighty influence has salt upon the corruption of a corrupt world.
has light shining powerfully in a dark place. So the taught p<.:ople
of God, I think, are employed in the earth instead of being forth
with, when converted, translated to God in Heaven. TIll' Lord
trains them down here for purposes of service, and He is daily
teaching His people by means of service as well as by means of
providence. All our surroundings, were we intelligent enough to
interpret them, would be full of information and instruction, full
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of lessons, important lessons, for our souls, but, alas, for the most
part our eyes are holden, and we view them as the world views
them. This is our infirmity, and we need confess it and seek to
have it corrected. "Open Thou mine eyes" should be a much
more frequent petition when we are on our knees in private. And
when we turn to the Word for private meditation, again-" Open
Thou mine eyes. 0 Lord, that I may behold wondrous things out
'Of Thy law." "All thy children," thus seeking to be taught, and
·diligently using the means appointed, "shall be taught, taught of
the Lord."

And then. finally, "great shall be the peace of thy children."
This is it which the Lord has set His heart upon. This is the end
of the matter. This is the summing up of the whole, " great shall
be the peace of thy children." There is no failure, then, for" all
thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the
peace of thy children." And so there are no failures in God's
school, no failures in the school of Christ, all are successes in the
Ion.!!; run. Some are very slow-who would not confess it here
tonight ?-to learn the truth, to learn the knowledge of the Word,
to learn the providences of God, I-lis wondrous ways with us in
-circumstances from day to day. Yet the promise will not miscarry,
"all shall be taught," with the blessed result following, "great
peace," peace with God, and peace with His people. Not peace
with the world-God forbid. "I came not to send peace, but a
sword." He has put a sword in the hands of His people who are at
peace with Himself, and at peace with onc another, and this they
are bidden to use faithfully. "Take the sword of the Spirit, which
is the Word of God," clothed with the panoply of God from head
to foot. Th is leoks like strife; this looks like warfare. This, then,
is a militant Chmch. There is no peace between the Church and
the world, between the Church and the world that lieth in the
wicked one, but. as I have before said, a continuous struggle, an
unintcrmittent conflict, but this peace ruling in the heart though
strife on every hand; peace ruling in the conscience, peace with
God, the result of a sense of His forgiving love; peace with God,
through the testimony of the precious blood of the Lamb sprinkled
on the heart; jJ('ac(~ with God on the feeling apprehension of His
infinite love am] His righteousness, His everlasting righteousness
perfect peace. "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind
is stayed on Thee; because he trusteth in Thee."

Now, friends. let us examine ourselves and prove ourselves as to
how far we know something of being the subjects of God's teaching.
I have before me a few simple lines which I read from time to time,
and they exquisitely express, as I feel it, the desire of the true people
of God to be taught of the Lord. Would you follow me in this?
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" Jesus, for Thy mercy's sake,
Keep me in the school of grace;

Though I'm only fit to take
Day by day the lowest place.

Sweet the lessons of Thy school,
And the lowest place how sweet,

When I yield me to Thy rule,
When I seat me at Thy feet!

Shall the learner dare rebel,
Shall the weak disciple mourn,

If Thy words seem hard to spell,
And Thy thoughts too deep to learn? "

WHY IS GOD FOR US?

Is God for us, despite our sin? Joyfully the Christian answers
"Yes." But why is He for us? Simple indeed is the Christian
answer to that question. He is for us simply because He has chosen
to be. He surely has a right to receive whom He will into His
fellowship: and as a matter of fact He has chosen to receive us
poor sinners Who trust in Christ; He chose to receive us when He
gave Christ to die. It was His act, not ours. The" if" of the text
is a stupendous" if " ; but such a word is not allowed to stand very
long in the eighth chapter of Romans. "If God be for us, who
can be against us?" It is a large" if," but it melts away very soon
in the warmth of God's grace. "If God be for us, who can be
against us? He that spared not His Own Son, but delivered Him
up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all
things? Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It
is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? "-Faith in
God, by PROFESSOR MACHEN, D.D. (p. 81).

THE FUTURE

Amid the darkness of a world confused,
There shines the foregleam of a coming day
When Jesus Christ will reign as King of kings.
The Word of God illumes the future age,
And gives predictions and sure promises
Of what God will perform in days to come.

T. PITTAWAY.

Rodden Rectory, Frome, Somerset.
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WILLIAM PEEL, V.C.

THERE must be many Christian parents in England who look
forward with anxiety to the time when their boys will be called up
for military 'ervice. John (or Reggie, or Michael) has been carefully
brought liP. taugh t to learn and reverence the Scriptures, to keep
the Lord" Day holy, and to avoid questionable friends and amuse
ments. If he goes to day-school, his people know the authorities
there, and can counter wrong teaching by referring to the Word of
God at home. If he is sent to a boarding-school, it is to one carefully
chosen as a Christian school. But calling-up papers arrive, and
suddenly John's whole surroundings arc completely changed. He
becomes onc of a crowd of boys his own age, most of whom can be
described ,imply as being" without God." In the room where he
sleeps with ,ix or seven others, he is almost certainly the only one
with a Chri,tian up-bringing. Among the scores of lads that John
has to live with and work with, it may be months before he meets
one with the same standards and values as his own.

I wonder what happens to such boys? I t depends on whether
his religion is a vital one, because he has been born again of the
Spirit; or whether it is an outward religion, just belonging to him
because he has been brought up that way. If he belongs to the
second class. then I guess that on the first night John remembers
his habit of praying and reading the Bible; he looks round the
room, sees that nobody else has a thought of such things, and gives
up any idea of being the only one to kneel down. The next night
he again remembers, but of course it is much harder to make a
beginning now. The first Sunday he makes an effort to sce if there
is anything he can do about church, but the least difficulty daunts
him, and ,oon he can scarcely distinguish Sunday from a week-day.
Before long hi, fear of being peculiar makes him use the same
language as hi, companions, and words are on his lips that he would
never dream of using in his parents' hearing. And so it goe, on.

But if John', heart has been really changed, if the Holy Spirit
has led him to tru,t in the Lord Jesus as the One Who has borne
the penalty of John's sins, then the spark of life will not be allowed
to be quenched. The Lord knows the ones in the whole barracks
who are really His, and He will not suffer their lamp to be put
out. Nel'erthcJess, it may be a time of much temptation and of
loneliness, and the light may flicker and grow very dim.

For such a boy I should think it must be a great encouragement
to read about truly Christian men whose spiritual life has flourished
in the Army or the Navy, ill spite of just as many and as great
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temptations as are besetting John himself today. In the Army
such an example was Captain Hedley Vicars, whose Life was
written by Miss Marsh in the last century; and for an instance in
the Navy there is Captain Peel, about whom I have a story to tell
you.

William Peel was the son of the famous Sir Robert Peel; he
joined the Navy as a midshipman, and made the Service his career.
When he was converted I do not know, but by the time he was
commanding the frigate "Diamond" he was a young man welL
established in the faith. In 1852 the ship was in the Mediterranean,
and Captain Peel was for some time in Malta. There he met a
young Syrian gentleman, in whom he became greatly interested.
This man was the nephew of the Maronite Patriarch of the Lebanon,
and was expected to succeed his uncle in this high ecclesiastical
office. I cannot tell you anything about the Maronite Church,
except that it was in full communion with Rome, and nobody
could become Patriarch without the Pope's permission. So the
young Syrian was sent to Rome, and in time was ordained priest.
His college studies were too much for his health, and he was sent
back to the Lebanon to recover. But on the way there he stayed
at Malta with another uncle, then Archbishop of Malta-Romish,
of course; and I think it was at the house of the Governor-General
tnat he met Captain Peel.

Now the Syrian's native language was Arabic, and Captain Peel
had lerant that tongue in Egypt; this common intere.st attracted
the two to each other, and when the Captain learnt the circum
stances, he asked the young priest to give up the idea of going
home, and instead to join him as the Diamond cruised in the
Mediterranean. The Syrian accepted the invitation, and joined
the frigate at Corfu.

Evidently Captain Peel yearned over this young man's soul.. for
from the first he began to point out the errors of the Romish .
Church. The story of the two men's constant arguments, and the
effect that the Captain's quotations from Scripture had on the
priest, leading at length to his conversion, is a most interesting one;
but what I want to bring before you especially is the Syrian's
testimony to Captain Peel's daily life on board. I will tell you
some remarkable things which struck the young priest, and made
him feel that there was reality and life in the Captain's religion.

Every morning and evening without fail Captain Pecl would read
the Bible in his cabin and pny aloud. Every Sunday mornin;.! he
conducted a service for the whole crew; and on Sunday evenings
he had a. Bible-class for the midshipmen. On his daily visits to the
ship's hospital, he spoke to each sick man not only abollt his
physical illness, but also of the needs of his soul. With some he
read and prayed, always trying to point the way to the Saviour.
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Discipline on board was excellent, drunkenness being a rare event,
and both officers and men were devoted to their Captain, holding
him in the highest estimation. He treated all alike with courtesy
and kindness, and the young priest noticed that he never lost his
temper. The Syrian was also a witness of the Captain's splendid
courage and resourcefulness under enemy action; a shell fell in the
battery he was commanding among a group of officers and men,
and in the second before it exploded, Captain Peel seized the shell
and flung it out of the gun-hole. His hands were terribly burnt,
but nobody else was injured. For this the Captain was awarded
the Victoria Cross.

Thus you see that it is possible for an officer in the Services to
profess "a good profession before many witnesses." There is no
reason to suppose that the crew of the" Diamond" were any more
well disposed to Christ's religion than any similar body of men
would be today; but the Captain's consistent life of holiness gave
weight and point to his Christian witness. By doing all to the glory
of God, he adorned the doctrine of God our Saviour, and exalted
Christ before his fellow-men. What an example he set! It;s
worth remembering.

DAMARIS.

FIRST OF ALL
I ONCE spent a night in the house of two old ladies: the elder was
not well and kept her room; wearisome nights were, in a mild
way, appointed to her, and she was always glad when morning
came. Her friends thought that her end was near. But not infre
quently, in that matter, our time is ready before the Lord's is. His
work in and with His saints must be perfected concerning those
who wait for their blessed dismissal, and those who watch. Vve
read that "the time drew nigh that Israel must die," and soon
Joseph was told, "Behold, thy father is sick." Then the patriarch,
with his last powers, blessed the sons of Joseph, blessed his own
twelve sons. yielded up the ghost, and was gathered to his fathers.
We read, too, that the Lord said unto Moses, "Behold, thy days
approach that thou must die. Call Joshua." He must have a
charge. Moses must speak all the words of his song until they were
ended. He must bless the tribes, telling Jeshurun that the Eternal
God was their Refuge, and that underneath were the everlasting
arms, with all the other transcendent glories that were theirs from
Him. Then the man of God was to see the land, and die.

The old lady's time was not quite yet. She liked her meals; so on
this particular morning it was with impatience that she looked for
breakfast. When she could wait no longer, she called out to her
faithful but rather incompetent companion in tribulation to bring it.
"Oh, dear," Charlotte called back, "I have not been to God."
How could she do anything before bending her knee and all her
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consciousness to Him Who was her only Hope-Who, not weighing
her merits, but pardoning her offences, cared for her, helped her,
was her strength in time of trouble (practically all the time), Who
up till then had not forsaken her, grey-haired, weary and poor.
She must have her few minutes with Him first. Moreover, she
would know from experience that plenty of trifles would be
suggested to her as needing immediate attention: anything to
hinder her access to the throne of grace. But Maria was urgent,
thought the bread and milk overdue, and called back, intimating
the order in which she thought Charlotte's duties should be fol
lowed. I do not know what really happened, and they are not
here to tell, and there is no place for impatience where they hunger
no more, neither thirst any more: no solitary night is there-no
morning crowded with claims. Maria might have said that she
had often known the Lord's compassion, as well as His power.
Had He not Himself asked the poor woman to give Him to drink,
when He was thirsty and weary, even before He opened to her the
way of life? But He did not pursue His Own weariness, and
Maria should have waited till her kind Charlotte ate her invisible
bread, and drank her invisible water. They are now with Him.

What should have been done first? If the two saints had made
subject matter of it, they would have found texts and incidents not
a few, round which their meditations would linger. One, for
instance: Elijah said to the widow, "Bring me a little cake first;
the barrel shall not waste, nor the cruse faiL" If he had let
her have what still remained to make the cake for herself and her
son, she would have thought that the miraculous supply was to be
his because he was a great man and a prophet. She was but a poor
widow, not even of Israel. But he chose to have the last of the old
stock: it was for herself that the bread came, as it were, from
heaven. Was it with her" a beginning of miracles that Jesus did.
manifesting forth His glory"? Later she was to learn that He
was the Resurrection and the Life, and that the word of the Lord
by the prophet's mouth was truth.

" Blessed be he that enlargeth Gad," Moses said ... " he provided
tbe first part for himself." Gad was of two and a half tribes who
had their portion allotted before all the fighting began. This
offended their brethren: they had not acquainted themselves with
the whole truth, that the arrangement was known to and approved
by Moses. In fact, Moses took the whole responsibility of it. And
God was gracious to them all. The offending brother was first
reconciled, and together they went into the Promised Land,
conquering and to conquer.

May we find grace, first to give our own selves to the Lord, and
then by His will to one another.

FOLLOWER-ON.
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THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY

THE stone-laying ceremony of the new nursing quarters of the
Society's Tunbridge Wells Home took place on October 18th, and
was attended by more than two hundred friends. In fine sunny
conclitions. it was a most encouraging occasion, the support
:1ccorded giving evidence of the widespread interest in tbis exten
sion. Apart from visitors from London, there were many from
Sussex and Kent. including a coach-party from Brighton, where
the work of the Nursing Section of the Home there is so much
appreciated. Two stones were laid. one by the Chairman of the
General Committee, Mr. E. G. Eade. and onc by the Chairman of
the local Committee, Mr. H. J. Webb. The Society's Treasurer,
Mr. L. G. Mills. gave a valued opening address, in which he spoke'
of "this new beginning as being the result of prayer and the
Committee's single desire that the will of the Lord be done." The
Society's work had developed according to the need of the times,
and as the State now provided pensions and supplements according
to need. the Society's hroadened scope was designed to meet other
outstanding needs of the Lord's aged people in these days. The
John E. Hazclton Memorial set the pattern for this type of work,
and the Committee wished to provide more of such accommodation.
Two stones were to be laid, continued Mr. Mills, and he spoke of
two stones mentioned in Scriptures: "Bethel "-" This is none
other than the House of God," and" Ebenezer "-" Hitherto hath
the Lord helped us." He said he was sure that while the Society
was faithful to its foundation principles and was administered in
the fear of God and for His honour and glory, the blessing of God
would be upon these and future efforts for the aged and afflicted
of the Household of Faith. He hoped that tbe Home would be a
meeting-place for all those who hold what the late Canon Edward
Hoare described as "the distinguishing truths of Evangelical
religion."

The twelve additional beds provided by the extension at
Tunbridge Wells will be a blessing to aged saints whose strength
is failing and who, as did the Psalmist, plead, "Now when I am
old and grey-headed, 0 God, forsake me not." Such additional
bed-spacc' m;lck available will be a most valuable addition to the
accomrnoela tion which this Society is able to offer for the aged or
sick and aminc'c1 child of God. Never before was there a time
when requc'.';ts for such assistance were so numerous. The claims
of great olel agc' a nd of senile weakness upon the sympathy of the
younger and healthier members of the Christian community are
very strong, and to the Christian enjoying good health should be
compelling in their pathos and urgency. May many hearts be
opened in libnal response. Personal knowledge of aged pilgrims in
the Society's llursing care would eaU forth much sympathy and in
some cases have a humbling effect, in that, despite present trials
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and disabilities, there are so many tributes and praises to God for
His loving-kindness and tender mercies; that affiictions had been
brought to be a blessing through the sanctifying influence of the Holy
Spirit. One such, much affiicted with paralysis from the waist for
many years, and for the past year with blindness, yet is wonderfully
alert of mind and has an unusually keen memory. Her chief
occupation, which is followed most of the waking hours, is the
recollection in alphabetical order and reciting of all the texts in
the Holy Bible stored in her memory. Though more than eighty
years of age, her brain retains its alertness and clarity, and the
extensiveness of her knowledge of the Word of God is truly
remarkable. Her chief joy is for another of the residents to read to
her from the Word of God, which she often quotes word for word
with the reader. (Since the foregoing was written, this aged saint
has been released from this her world of frequent pain and suffering,
and now knows the joy of freedom from pain and of sighing and
suffering done away).

mebiettJ~ ann Jaoti,e~ Of 1l3oolt~.

« ONE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST." By Pastor William J.
Rowlands. Pp. 20. Price 6d. Sovereign Grace Advent Testi
mony, 9 Milnthorpe Road, Chiswick, W.4.

IT will be known to many of our readers that a considerable number
of Christians believe that our Lord's second coming will take place
in two stages, with a period of years between the two stages. This
doctrine really teaches that there is a second and a third coming of
Christ taught in Scripture. The first stage, it is taught, may take
place at any moment and will be secret. The second stage will
take place after many events have taken place. Yet those who hold
this peculiar view admit that it is not stated in so many words in
Scripture. The author of this pamphlet definitely holds that there
is but one second coming of Christ. This is also the view of the
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony and of those who rally round
that Testimony. Many will be glad to read how this subject is
unfolded by the writer of this pamphlet.

" GOD is present in the world; not a single thing that happens is
independent of Him. But that does not mean that He is identical
with the world or limited by it; because the world is dependent on
Him, it does not follow that He is dependent upon the world. He
is present in the world not because He is identical with it, but
because He is Master of it; the universe is pervaded and enveloped
by the mystery of His will."-What is Faith? by PROFESSOR
MACHEN (p. 71).
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THE NEW DOGMA OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE
VIRGIN MARY INTO HEAVEN

ON November 1st, 1950, Pope Pius XII proclaimed in Rome the
new Dogma of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary into heaven. In
the presence of an immense crowd of Cardinals, Archbishops,
Bishops, and thousands of others, and amid great pomp and cere
mony, "the Pope, speaking ex cathedra and in his capacity as
infallible head of the Universal Church, read the second part of the
Bull which proclaimed the new Dogma: 'That the Immaculate
Mother of God, for ever the Virgin Mary, was assumed, when the
course of rarthly life was ended, into heavenly glory in spirit and
body.' "

A few remarks on this new Dogma.
(1) There is no Scripture for the statement that the Virgin

Mary was immaculate. Like all human beings, she was born a
sinner. She said she" rejoiced in God my Saviour." Like the rest
of us, she needed a Saviour.

(2) We have not a scrap of reference to her death in Scripture.
The last mention of her name in Scripture is in Acts i. 14, where
she is spoken of as "Mary the mother of Jesus." She is not
mentioned in any of the Epistles or in the Revelation. Scripture
gives no record of her death, and certainly we have no warrant in
Scripture for the Dogma that she was "assumed into heavenly
glory in spirit and body" when the course of earthly life was ended.

(3) We have no warrant in the Bible that the Pope is the infallible
head of the Universal Church. Scripture says, "Christ is the
Head of the Church: and He is the Saviour of the body" (Ephes. v.
23). Let us hold fast the truth of Scripture and beware of the false
doctrines and superstitions of the Church of Rome.

V.-PRECIOUS OINTMENT

IN the onc hundred and thirty-third Psalm we read of " the precious
ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even
Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments." The
ingredients of this ointment are Divinely prescribed in the thirtieth
chapter of Exodus. It was to be used to anoint the tabernacle and
all its furniture and vessels, and also to anoint Aaron and his sons,
that they might minister unto the Lord in the priest's office. No
other oil like it was to be made, nor was it to be used for any other
purpose than for the purposes Divinely ordered. It was" an holy
anointing oil." Now, anointing with oil is evidently typical, in the
Old Testament, of the anointing with the Holy Spirit. Our Lord
in prophecy says, " The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me; because
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the Lord hath anointed Me to preach good tidings unto the meek."
God, as we learn in the New Testament, anointed Him with the
Holy Ghost and with power. In like manner believers can say,
" He which hath anointed us, is God." They" have an unction
from the Holy One." The uses to which the precious ointment were
put are full of spiritual teaching. First, it was used to anoint the
tabernacle of the congregation, and all its furniture. "And thou
shalt sanctify them, that they may be most holy." The tabernacle
was the dwelling place of God. He said, "Make Me a sanctuary;
that I may dwell among them." The tabernacle was therefore a
type of Christ, Who was God manifest in the flesh. His human
body was a temple in which the Son of God dwelt. The Word
became flesh and tabernacled among us. As the tabernacle was
anointed, and thus sanctified, so our incarnate Saviour was anointed
with the Holy Ghost, and thus sanctified for the great work which
He came to perform as the Mediator of the New Covenant. But
the tabernacle may also be said to typify the Church which ;s
Christ's body. He is the Head and they are the members. They
are the temple of God, and the Spirit of God dwelleth in them.
This is true of the Church of God as a whole, and of all its members
individually. If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none
of His. To each believer it is said, " Your body is the temple of
the Holy Ghost." All believers, without exception, are washed,
sanctified and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus. and by the
Spirit of our God. Thus" the temple of God is holy, which temple
ye are." Beware of defiling the temple of God. Beware of using it
for any unholy or worldly or sinful purposes.

Secondly, the precious ointment was used to anoint and sanctify
Aaron and his sons, that they might minister unto Jehovah in the
priest's office. The high priest typified Christ Who is "an high
Priest of good things to come." Unlike Aaron's priesthood, Christ's
priesthood is abiding and in transmissible. His being anointed with
the Holy Ghost set Him apart for His great High Priestly work of
atonement and intercession. His people, too, are" an holy priest
hood." He has made them a kingdom and priests unto God and
His Father. The precious ointment upon the head of Aaron, ran
down upon the beard and "went down to the skirts of his gar
ments." It covered his whole body. So when our great High Priest
had ascended up into heaven, He received of the Father the
promised gift of the Holy Spirit, and poured it forth upon His
assembled people on the day of Pentecost. He still dispenses the
Spirit to all the members of His mystical body. Through the Son,
the Father sheds or pours the Spirit abundantly upon the objects
of His saving mercy. Thus are they sanctified to minister as a
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God
by Jesus Christ. All the priestly functions which are exercised by
all the members of the Church of God, male and female, are due to
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the unction which they have received from their great High Priest.
Of His fulncss do they all receive. On the anointing which proceeds
from Him do they depend for all their spiritual activities, and for
the graces which they manifest.

This precious ointment was not for common use, nor was any to
be made like it. So the anointing of the Spirit is only bestowed
upon the" royal priesthood," and that anointing cannot be imitated.
Nothing can take the place of the work of the Holy Ghost.

The preciousness of this ointment may be gathered from the
benefits it conveys to those upon whom it is used. They are
sanctified and justificd and, therefore, finally glorified in the name
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. All who have
this unction" know all things" which they need to know, and need
not that any man teach them. The Spirit raises up and uscs human
teachcrs, but He can teach through His Word, without them, if
it so pleascs Him.

Through thc Spirit. Christ's" namc is as ointment poured forth"
to His people. and the Bridegroom says of His anointed bride,
" How much bcttcr is the smell of thine ointments than all spices."
" Ointment and perfumc rejoice thc heart," and the true disciple.;;
of Christ are "filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost." The
unction from the Holy One produces love of the brethren, and
causes them" to dwell together in unity." Such unity is fragrant
as the precious ointment upon Aaron's head.

"GOD WITH US"
" WITHOUT controversy great is thc mystery of Godliness, God was
manifest in the flesh." He Who was born at Bethlehem is God,
and" God with liS." God-then~ lies the majesty; "God with us,"
there lies the mercy. God-therein is glory; "God with us,"
therei 11 is grace. God alone might well strike us with terror; but
"God with us" inspires us with hope and confidence. Take my
text as a whole and carry it in your bosoms as a bundle of sweet
spices to pn[IIIlJ(' your hearts with peace and joy.-C. H. SPURGEON.

EXTRACTS FROM OUR CORRESPONDENCE

From Brist"t: "The Gospel Magazine articles are Green Pastures
monthly."

From BottulI: "I f'njoy reading sound doctrine as found in the Gospel
Magazine."

From Chelmolldislon: "I do appreciate the articles in the Magazine."
From Gra/toll.. Awtralia.: "We note that you are still giving us good

reading matter. I llIyself much enjoyed the sermon on 'The Manna.' "
From Pasadl'na.: "How much I enjoy the Gospel Magazine. It is real

spiritual meat."
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3Jn ~cmoriam.

THE REV. S. LEIGH HUNT

WE were very grieved to read that Mr. Leigh Hunt had died
suddenly at the evening service at St. Stephen's Church, Clapham
Park, London, on the Lord's Day, October 22nd, 1950. We had
known and valued him for many years, though we very seldom
saw him. The long and severe illness of his dear wife, followed by
her death, told very much on Mr. Leigh Hunt's own health, and
hence at the early age of 60 he was taken to be with Christ.

Knowing that since his return to London he was attending the
Rev. Cyril Carter's church at Clapham Park, London. we asked
him to write a brief notice of him for insertion in the Gospel
M agadne. Here it is, and will be read with much interest by our
readers :-

"The Rev. Stephen Leigh Hunt passed into the presence of the
Master in St. Stephen's Church, Clapham Park, during evening
prayer on the Lord's Day, October 22nd, 1950.

Brought up in Cork as an ardent Romanist, and having been an
" altar boy," he was of an enquiring turn of mind. Great anxiety
came upon him when as a young man he was asked to see a dying
man, and he found that, as a Romanist, there was no message of
comfort he could pass on. This led him and his wife, who shared
in his feelings, to read the Bible together. This showed clearly the
truth of the assurance of salvation which they yearned after. It
was this study of the Scriptures which led them both to renounce
the Roman Church. They were ostracised by most of their
relatives.

Mr. Leigh Hunt was for many years on the staff of the Ministry
of Agriculture and Fisheries, and was latterly sub-editor of its publi
cations. He was curate to the Right Rev. J. Louis Fenn, Bishop of
the Southern Province of the Free Church of England, at St. Jude's,
Balham, S.W.12, and was for some years incumbent, in an honorary
capacity, at St. Nathanael's, West Hill Road, Brighton, where his
ministry was much appreciated. The church was restored and
redecorated, much of the work being done by Mr. and Mrs. Hunt
and a band of honorary workers. The lectern, carrying God's
Holy Word, was replaced in the centre, and the prayer desk, or
"reading pew," replaced so that the officiating minister faces the
congregation, as was advocated by the Reformers. The services at
St. Nathanael's were simple in character, and the Prayer Book was
strictly adhered to. Mr. Leigh Hunt always wore the long surplice,
without a cassock, and the Geneva gown was worn in the pulpit.

Those who love the great doctrines of free and sovereign grace
soon found St. Nathanael's their spiritual home. The late Rev.
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T. C. Lawson, for many years rector of Castle Bytham, lived in
Brighton after he retired, and from time to time assisted NIl'. Leigh
Hunt in the ministry. Mr. Leigh Hunt's ministry was also appre
ciated in some of the Calvinistic Independent Chapels, especially at
Lewes. Little Dicker. Five Ash Down, Chichester, Halland, and
Tonbridge (Ebenezer).

It was for his literary work that he was perhaps best known. Hc
was for 17 years Editor of Peace and Truth, the official organ of
the Sovereign Grace Union. Peace and Truth maintained a high
literary standard, and was read by students. Many of these
students corresponded with Mr. Leigh Hunt. Peace and Truth
became widely known.

Mr. Leigh Hunt was keenly interested in the work of the Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society. It was a special delig-ht of his to visit thl~

Homes. amI from time to time to preach at Hornsey Rise and at
Camberwdl. For some years he served on the Committee of the
Trini tarian Bible Society.

A quiet, gracious man, around whom little children throng-ed.
He had strong convictions from which he never wavered. and a
clear insight into what lay behind points raised. Though of rare
gifts, there was always a marked humility which was the result of
a elose walking with the Master.

For the last three years of his life he was with us at St. Stephen's,
Clapham Park. He knew something of the difficulties of a London
parish, and he was always most hc·lpful and encouraging in his
remarks and in his attitude. Wc indeed thank God for every
remembrance we have of him."

Another testimony to Mr. Leigh Hunt is given by "W.B.B." in
the English Churchman for October 27th. That writer says of him,
"Born in Irelancl and trained for the Romish Church. he was
mercifully callnl out by the soven:ign grace of God to become an
able expulwnt of Calvinism, his early studies at Noyon giving him
direct COII[;lct with the great Reformers' voluminous works. \,yell
read ill :dl Ih(' . rldl grace' classics, he became well known in
Calvinistic circl('s :\.S the Editor of Peace and Truth, the organ of
the SOVl'rci,~11 Gr;IC"(' Union, which office he held for 16 years. until
his hcaltll hrok(' down under the strain of the long illness and
death of Ilis wif(, sflortly after the conclusion of the last war."

What an iIlIIlWnS(' comfort to have the assurance that he is now
with Christ ill Iw:!vcnly blessedness.

EDITORIAL

REcElvED by Ill(" Editor. with many thanks: Miss Shaw: Miss Bailey
Miss J. Alexander: Miss R. Cowell; Miss L. Ormiston; Dr. L. M. Houghton
Mr. F. Taylor: .R,·v. T. Pittaway; Mr. H. H. lvIartin; Miss A. L. Trevener
Rev. Cyril Carter: Miss H. J Thomas, Mrs. Bird.
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THE SALMON LANE MISSION
LlMEHOUSE. EAST LONDON

For OVER 60 YEARS we have been helping and uplifting the POOR

in this depressing and needy area.

MANY are looking to us for some

CHRISTMAS, CHEER
and relief to alleviate their hardships this winter.

DO PLEASE HELP US by sending a GIFT to:-

J. L. REYNOLDS,
57 Ethelbert Gardens, ILFORD, Essex.

We have no Administration Charges

THE POOR CHRISTIANS' HELP SOCIETY, Unelpl' ('il'('llIl1s1nn('p" 01' "pecial
gravity and pressing need. we turn to 0111' kind ~lIPIHI/'I('I'!", nnd lO olh+'rs

who have not prrviously helped us, for 0.. spr('i;ll effort on lH'lln(f Of our poor
friends, who owing to the' dreadful War arc' pl:lcf'd in a 1l1UC!l IlJOI'~~ trying
position than usual. We have about 125 of th('1II on OUI' ItOO"". '1'11<')' have so
much appreciated your kinel help on fOl'mrr years, and w(' plead fur the
nc·cessary means to cheer and comfort thpir hf'art.s and confirm thenl in the
faithfulness of tlWil' Covenant God,-Tlw COMMITTEE, Hon, S<?c.. A, C.
LEWIN, The Manse, High Street, Evington. Leicester,

BENJAMIN WILLS NEWTON.-The followin!!: Gospel Tracts for distribu-
tion: l\Iatthew xxiv.-:xxv. Price 28. 6d. Millennium and IsnLcl's l"uture.

Price 2s. Jlfodcrn Doctrines Hespect.in/:, Sinlcssncss Considcred. Price 6el.
Dr. S. P. Tregelles, LL.D" Dr. C. Y. Biss. Mr'. naviel Baron, and ol.hers kept
in stock. Free Lending Library of the same Mr·s. S. R. Cottey, "DownsiL!e,"
Offington Lane, Worthing.

W'ANTED for The Evangelical Library, 78, Chiltern Sl1'0et, W.1: GooL!
Scriptural Children's Books.
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