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PREFACE 
t ... , ''•Decembe~, 1954 . 

... . ·'2. , ... ., .:.... ,·, ; '·]..,_, .. 

The Gospel Magazine was first published in January, 1766, and 
i t is a matter of heartfelt thanks to Almighty God that it still con
tinues its witness to His sovereign grace and mercy to unworthy 
sinners. One hundred and eighty-nine years have passed since its 
first publication, and, tl,J.ough it went. through some .vicissitudes in 
its earlier days, it continues to this present · time. 

Through the kindness of the trustees of the late Miss Ruth Cowell 
! I . 

there lies before me a copy of its first volume (1766), with the text on 
its front page: "I am not a~hamect of the Go·spel of Christ : for it is 
the Power of God unto Salvation to everyone that believeth (Romans 
1 : 16). Among its stated objects w:as "religious Biography," and it 
began .with a print and an account of John Wycliffe, who was 
described as " the morning-star and founder of our Reformation 
from Popery." 

We express our sincere and heartfelt thanks to all those who w 
readily and willingly contribute to the pages of the Magazine. We 
have lost such grace-taught writers as the late Miss Ruth Cowell and 
the la~e Rev. H. A. Lewty; but friends have so willingly helped to 
supply the gaps. 

We also thank our readers, many of whom in the last year have 
so kindly written letters of appreciation that the Magazine continues 
on its old lines of Sovereign Grace. The Magazine needs every 
help that can be given in its witness-renewed subscriptions, generous 
donations to its Fund, and new readers. Last year there was a very 
prompt and helpful response to our special appeal. The need today 
is as urgent as before. We look to our Covenant God to supply 

every need. 

W. D oDGSON SYKE S (Editor ). 

11 . 
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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort 
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4. 

HIS FATHER'S BUSINESS 

" Wist ye no1t that I must be about My Father's business?" 
-Luke 2:49. 

THE approach of the season when we think of the first coming of 
the Lord J esus Christ (His "incarnation" or coming in the flesh) 
leads us to consider one particular section in the Gospel records· of 
His birth and early life. The account of Jesus in the Temple 
(,Luke 2 : 41-50) is the only recorded incident in the early life of 
our Lord, and it also gives us His first recorded words. These 
words we fee1led to propose to our readers for meditation: <<Wist 
ye not," He said, <<that I must be about My Father's business?" 
May the Holy Spirit guide our hearts and minds as we ponder the 
first earthly words of the Saviour. 

The record of this incident is given only in the Gospel according 
to Luky, which is the fullest of the four Gospels (as a reference to 
the pages in the Bible would readily show; for in my copy of the 
Bible while Mark has 25 pages, John 30 pages, and Matthew 39 
pages, Luke has 41 pages). The third Gospel is full of special 
records and new material-more than half of it is new, as compared 
with the other Gospel reoords. In his preface to the Gospel Luke 
wrote that he had " perfect understanding of all things from · the 
very first." 
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It is also worth noting that the record of these first recorded 
words of Jesus came evidently from the treasured memory of 
Mary herself. While Matthew's account of the nativity of Jesus 
is recorded from Joseph's standpoint, that,of Luke comes from _the 
Virgin Mother. We read (Luke 2: 50, 51) that "they understood 
not the saying which He spake unto them .... but His mother 
kept all these sayings in her heart." 

We repeat that this is the only incident which we have in the 
early life of our Lord. Later on, the apocryphal writings pictu red 
various fanciful incidents and tried to fill the gap with narra tives 
of absurd wonders. Such illustrate the unreliability of the " tradi
tions of men." 

In the inspired record we read that " His parents went to 
Jerusalem every year at the feast of the Passover." It was their 
habitual custom, in keeping with the direction to go up three times 
a yeal'--at Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles (corresponding to 
April, June and October of our year). When the days, possibly 
seven or eight, had been fulfilled, the boy Jesus, then twelve years 
old, remained behind in J erusalem, while Jose~ph and M ary went a 
day's journey, supposing J esus to· be in the company or " caravan " 
travelling together. Not finding Him, they returned to find Him, 
after three days, in the T emple, " sitting in the midst of the doctors, 
both hearing them, and asking them questions." In reply to M ary's 
reproachful question, Jesus said unto them: " How is it that ye 
sought Me? Wist ye not that I must be about M y Fa ther's 
business ? " 

I. 

~ We first note that our Lord's early dqir.e was in the things of the 
Lord. At this early age Divine things held His a ttention. It was 
at the age of twelve that a young J ew became "a son of the law " 
and began to keep its requirements. (It might be added that in 
the East a child of twelve would be equal to one of fourteen or 
fifteen among us-according to Lange) . The child Jesus had a holy 
thirst for the sacred things of His H eavenly Father. 

II . 

Secondly, we see that H e was at home in H is Father's H ouse. 
Where should a true child be but in his Father 's house ? T he 
original Greek may mean "in my Father's house " (compare 
Genesis 41: 51). J esus said: "How is .it that ye sought me ?" 
He intimated that they should have known where H e would be. 
H e was at home in His Father's House. "I was glad when they 
said unto me, Let us go into the house -of the Lord" (Psa lm 122 : 1). 

III. 

T hirdly, we see in the Lord's words that H e knew His D ivine 
Sonship. M ary had said to Him, " Son, why hast thou thus dealt 
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with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing." 
In our Lord's reply there is a gentle, but decisive correction : " Wist 
ye not that I must be about my Fathers business?" It was an 
expression of His unique Divine Sonship. At other times in His 
ministry He had to give a similar check to interferences with His 
Divine mission (Mark 3: 31-35; Luke 11 : 27-28). 

IV. 

Fourthly, if we take the translation in the Authorised Version, 
we see that He delighted in the Work which He came to do
l must be about My Fathers business." It was as if He said: "Lo, 
I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me, I delight to 
do Thy will, ,O My God: yea, Thy law is. within My heart" (Psalm 
40 : 7, 8; quoted in Hebrews 10 : 5-9). 

He came to give His life a ransom for many. In this there was 
a Divine necessity. "Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He 
hath put Him to grief :-when Thou shalt make His soul an offering 
for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the 
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. He shall see of the 
travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied: by His knowledge shall 
My righteous servant justify many; for He shall bear their 
iniquities " (Isaiah 53 : 10-11 ). 

In His ministry the Lord Jesus several times r~ferred to "His 
Father's business." After the conversation with the Samaritan 
woman, His disciples asked Him to eat; "but He said unto them, 
I have meat to eat that ye know not of. ... My meat is to do the 
will of Him that sent Me and to finish His work" (John 4: 31-34). 

Again, when He spoke to the Jews of the Bread of Life He said : 
" I came down from heaven not to do Mine own will, but 

the will of Him that sent Me, and this is the will of Him 
that sent Me that of all which He hath given Me I should 
lose nothing, but raise it up again at the last day. And this 
is the will of Him that sent Me, that every one which seeth 
the Son, and believeth on Him, may have everlasting life : 
and I (an emphatic 'I') will raise him up at the last day" 
(John 6: 38-40). 

This is the eternal purpose in the covenant of God " to deliver 
from curse and damnation those whom He hath chosen in Christ 
out of mankind and to bring them by Christ to everlasting salvation, 
as vessels made to honour" (Article 17). 

At the end of His life, in His closing great prayer (John 17), 
the Lord Jesus could say: "I have glorified Thee on the earth; I 
have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do." In bringing 
glory to His Father, and in accomplishing the salvation of His 
people, the wonderful and all-glorious Saviour was " about His 
Father's business.'' w.n.s. 
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mapn'tlle J~.ottn 

WHY WERE OUR REFORMERS BURNED? 

BY THE LATE BISHOP J. C. RYLE, D.D. 

[In Febrv-ary, 1555, the marytrdoms in Mary's reign began. In view 
of the approaching 400th anniversary of these martyrdoms we give 

a first extract of Bishop Ryle's article.-Ed.] 

THERE are certain facts in history which the world tries hard 
to forget and ignore. These facts get in the way of some of the 
world's favourite theories, and are highly inconvenient. The con
sequence is that the world shuts its. eyes against them. They are 
either cut dead as vulgar intruders, or passed by as tiresome bores. 
Little by little they sink out of sight of the students of history, like 
ships in a distant horizon, or are left behind like a luggage train 
in a siding. Of such facts the subject of this paper is a vivid 
example : " The Burning of our English Reformers; and the Reason 
why they were Burned." 

It is fashionable in some quarters to deny that there is any such 
· thing as certainty about religious truth, or any opinions for which 
it is worth while to be burned. Yet at the Reformation there were 
men who were certain they had found out truth, and were content 
to die for their opinions. It is fashionable in other quarters to leave 
out all the unpleasant things in history, and to paint everything with 
a rose-coloured hue. A very popular history of our English Queens 
hardly mentions the martyrdoms of Queen Mary's days ! Yet 
Mary was not called " Bloody Mary " without reason, and scores 
of Protestants were burned in her reign. 

Last, but not least, it is thought very bad taste jn many quarters 
to say anything which throws discredit on the Church of Rome. 
Yet it is as certain that the Romish Church burned our English 
Reformers as it is th.at William the Conqueror won the Battle of 
Hastings. These difficulties meet me face to face as I walk · up 
to the subject which I wish to unfold in this paper. I know their 
magnitude, and I cannot evade them. I · only ask my readers to 
give me a patient and indulgent hearing. 

After all, I have great confidence in the honesty of Englishmen's 
minds. Truth is truth, however long it may be neglected. Facts are 
facts, however long they may lie buried. I only want to dig up 
some old facts which the sands of time have covered over, to bring 
to the light of day some old English monuments which have been 
long neglected, to unstop some old wells which the prince of thi s 
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world has been diligently filling with earth. I ask my readers to give 
me their attention for a few minutes, and I trust to be able to show 
them that it; is good to examine the question, " Why were our 
Reformers burned? " 

The broad facts of the martyrdom of our Reformers are a story 
well known and soon told. But it may be useful to give a brief 
outline of these facts, in order to supply a framework to our subject. 

Edward VI, " that incomparable young prince," as Bishop Burnet 
justly calls him, died on the 6th July, 1553. · Never, perhaps, did 
any royal personage in this land die more truly lamented, or leave 
behind him a fairer reputation. Never, perhaps, to man's poor 
fallible judgment, did the cause of God's truth in England receive 
a heavier blow. His last prayer before death ought not to be 
forgotten : " 0 Lord God, defend this realm fmm papistry, and 
:nain~ain Thy true religion." It was a prayer, I believe, not offered 
1n Valn. 

After a foolish and deplorable effort to obtain the crown for 
Lady Jane Grey, Edward was succeeded by his eldest sister, Mary, 
daughter of Henry VIII and his first Queen, Catherine of Aragon, 
and best known in English history by the ill-omened name of 
" Bloody Mary." Mary had been brought up from her infancy as a 
rigid adherent of the Romish Church. She was, in fact, a very 
Papist of Papists, conscientious, zealous, bigoted, and narrow-minded 
in the extreme. She began at once to pull down her brother's work 
in every possible way, and to restore Popery in its worst and most 
offensive forms. Step by step she and her councillors marched back 
to Rome, trampling down one by one every obstacle, and as 
thorough as Lord Stafford in going straight forward to their mark. 
The Mass was restored; the English service was taken away; the 
works of Luther, Zwingle, Calvin, Tyndale, Bucer, Latimer, Hooper, 
and Cranmer were proscribed. Cardinal Pole was invited to 
England. The foreign Protestants resident in England were ban
ished. The leading divines of the Protestant Church were deprived 
of their offices, and, while some escaped to the Continent, many 
were put in prison. The old statutes against heresy were once more 
brought forward, primed and loaded. And thus by the beginning of 
1555 the stage was cleared, and that bloody tragedy, in which 
Bishops Bonner and Gardiner played so prominent a part, was 
ready to begin~ 

For, unhappily for the credit of human nature, Mary's advisers 
were not content with depriving and imprisoning the leading 
English Reformers. It was resolved to make them abjure .their 
principles, or put them to death. One by one they were called 
before special Commissions, examined about their religious opinions, 
and called upon to recant, on pain of death if they refused. No 
third course, no alternative was left to them. They were either to 
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give up· Protestantism and receive Popery, or else they were to be 
burned alive. Refusing to recant, they were one by one handed 

· over to the secular ·power, publicly brought out and chained to 
stakes, publicly surrounded with faggots, and publicly sent out of 
the world by that most cruel and painful of deaths-the death by 
fire. All these are broad facts which all i:he apologists of Rome can 
never gainsay or deny. 

It is a broad fact that during the four last years of Queen Mary's 
reign no less than 288 persons were burnt at the stake for their 
adhesion to the Protestant faith. 

In 1555 there were burnt 71 
" 1556 " 89 
" 1557 ' " 88 
" 1558 " 40 

288"" 
Indeed, the faggots never ceased to blaze whilst Mary was alive, and 
five martyrs were burnt in Canterbury only a week before her 
death. Out of these 288 sufferers, be it remembered, one was an 
archbishop, four were bishops, twenty-one were clergymen, fifty-five 
were women, and four were children. 

It is a broad fact that these 288 sufferers were not put to death 
for any offence against property or person. They were not re.bels 
against the Queen's authority, caught red-handed in arms. They 
were not thieves, or murderers, or drunkards, or unbelievers, or men 
and woinen of immoral lives. On the contrary, they were, with 
barely an exception, some of the holiest, purest, and best Christians 
in England, and several of them the most learned men of their day. 

I might say much about the gross injustice and unfairness with 
which they were treated at their various examinations.. Their triais, 
if indeed they can be called trials, were a mere mockery of justice. 
I might say much about the abominable cruelty with which most 
of them were treated, both in prison and at the stake. But you 
must r~ad Fox's Martyrs on these points. · 

I make no comment on the stupid impolicy of the whole perse
cution. rNever did Rome do herself such irreparable damage as she 
did in Mary's reign. Even unlearned people, who could not argue 
much, saw clearly that a Church which committed such horrible 
bloodshed could hardly be the one true Church of Christ ! "" But I 
have no time for all this. I must conclude this general sketch of 
this part of my subject .with two short remarks. 
* These numbers are given by Soames, in his history of the Reformation 

· (vol. iv. p. 587), and are taken from Strype. Other historians give 
higher numbers. . 

* A lady in high position told Bonner in a letter, after Philpot's death, th at 
his cruelty had lost the hearts of 20,000 Papists in twelve months. 
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For one thing, I ask my readers never to forget that for the 
burning of our Reformers the Church of Rome is wholly and 
entire[ y responsible. The attempt to transfer the responsibility 
from the Church to the secular power is a miserable and dishonest 
subterfuge. The men of Judah did not slay Samson; but they 
delivered him bound into the hands of the Philistines ! The Church 
of Rome did not slay the Reformers; but she condemned them, and 
the secular power executed the condemnation! The precise meas
ure of responsibility which ought to be meted out to each of Rome's 
agents in the matter is a point that I do not care to settle. Miss 
Strickland, in her " Lives of the Queens of England," has tried in 
vairi to shift the blame fro~ unhappy Mary. With all the zeal of a 
woman, she has laboured hard to whitewash her character. T he 
reader of her biography will find little about martyrdoms. But it 
will not do. Mr. Froude's volume tells a very different tale. The 
Queen and her Council, and the Parliament, and the Popish Bishops. 
and Cardinal Pole, must be content to share the responsibility among 
them. One thing alone is very certain. They will never succeed 
in shifting the responsibility off the shoulders of the Church of 
Rome. Like the J ews and Pontius Pilate, when our Lord was 
crucified, all parties must bear the blame. THE BLOOD is upon 
them all. 

For another thing, I wish my readers to remember that the 
burning of the Marian martyrs is an act that the Church of Rome 
has never r:epudiated, apologised for, or repented of, down to the 
present day. There stands the huge blot in her escutcheon; and 
there stands the huge fact side by side, that she has never made 
any attempt to wipe it away. Never has she repented of her 
treatment of the Vaudois and the Albigenses; never has she re
pented of the wholesale murders of the Spanish Inquisition; never 
has she repented of the massacre of St. Bartholomew; never has she 
repented of the burning of the English Reformers. We should 
make a note of that fact, and let it sink down into our minds. 
Rome never changes. Rome will never admit that she has made 
mistakes. She burned our Reformers in the Sixteenth Century. 
She tried hard to stamp out by violence the Protestantism which 
she could not prevent spreading by arguments. If Rome .had only 
the power, I am not sure that she would not attempt to play the 
whole game over again. 

(To be continuetl). 

"MY PocKET CoMPANION," 1955. 
Popular edition (32 pp. and cover), 3d. (enlarged editions are 1/

and 2/6); postage Hd.; Edited by Mr. J. A. Kensit, 184 Fleet Street, 
London, E.C.4). · 
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mennprtngn 

"THE DAIRYMAN'S DAUGHTER" 

THE FrNAL ScENE 

[The death of Elizabeth Wallbridge-" The Dairyman's Daughter," 
as related by the Rev. Legh Richmond in his " Annals of the 

Poor."] 
IT is a pleasing consideration, that, amidst the spiritual darkness 
which unhappily prevails in many parts of the land, God neverthe
less has a people. · It not unfrequently happens, that single indi
viduals are to be found, who, though very disadvantageously situ
ated with regard to the ordinary means of grace, have received 
truly saving impressions, and through a blessing on secret meditation, 
reading, and prayer, are led to the olosest communion with God, 
and become eminently devoted Christians. 

There are some real Christians so particularly circumstanced m 
this respect, as to illustrate the poet's . beautiful comparison:-

"Full many a 'gem of purest ray serene 
The dark unfathom'd caves of ocean bear; 

Full many a flower is born to blush unseen, 
And waste its sweetness on the desert air." 

Yet this was not altogether the case with the Dairyman's 
daughter. Her religion had indeed ripened in seclusion from the 
world, and she was intimately known but to few; but she lived 
usefully, departed most happily, and left a shining track behind 
her. While · I attempt a faint delineation of it, may I catch its 
influence, and become, through inexpressible mercy, a follower " of 
them, who through faith and patience inherit the promises." 

From the time wherein I visited her, as described in my last paper, 
I considered her end as fast approaching. One day I received a 
hasty summons to inform me that she was dying. It was brought 
by a soldier, whose· countenance bespoke seriousness, good sense, 
and piety. 

''' I am sent, sir, by the father and mother of Elizabeth W---. 
at her own particular request, to say how much they all wish to 
see you. She is going home1 sir, very fast indeed." 

" Have you known her long? " I replied. 

" About a month, sir; I love to visit the sick, and hearing of her 
case from a person who lives close by our camp, I went to see her. 
I bless God that ever I did go: Her conversation has been very 
profitable to me." 
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" I rejoice," said I, " to see in you, as I trust, a brot~er soldier. 
Though we differ in our outward regimentals, I hope we serve 
under the same spiritual Captain. I will go with you." 

My horse was soon ready. My military companion walked by 
my side, and gratified me with very sensible and pious conversation. 
H e related some remarkable testimonies of the excellent disposition 
of the Dairyman's daughter, as they appeared from recent inter
course which he had had with her. 

" She is a bright diamond, sir," said the soldier, " and will soon 
shine brighter than any diamond upon earth." 

W, e passed through lanes and fields, over hills and through valleys, 
by open and retired paths, sometimes crossing over, and sometimes 
following the windings of a little brook, which gently murmured by 
the road side. Conversation beguiled the distance, and shortened 
the apparent time of our journey, till we were nearly arrived at 
the Dairyman's cottage. 

As we approached it, we became silent. 
eternity, and salvation, inspired by the sight 
dying believer lay, filled my own mind, and, 
my companion also. 

Thoughts of death,. 
of a house where a 
I doubt not, that of 

The soldier took my horse, and tied it up in a shed. I gently 
opened the door; no one appeared, and all was silent. The soldier 
followed; we came to the foot of the stairs. 

"They are come," said a voice, which I knew to be the father's ; 
" they are come." 

H e appeared at the top : I gave him my hand, and said nothing. 
On entering the room above, I saw the aged mother and her son 
supporting the much-loved sister: the son's wife sat weeping in a 
window-seat, with a child on her lap; two or _three persons attended 
in the room, to discharge any office which friendship or necessity 
might require. 

I sat down by the bed-side. The mother could not weep, but 
now and then sighed deeply, as she alternately looked at Elizabeth 
and at me. The big tear rolled down the brother's cheek, and 
testified an affectionate regard. The good old man stood at the 
foot of the bed, leaning upon the post, and unable to take his eyes 
off the child from whom he was so soon to part. 

Elizabeth's eyes were closed, and as yet she perceived me not.. 
But over the face, though p ale, sunk, and hollow, the peace of God 
which passe th all understanding, had cast a triumphant calm. 

The soldier, after a short pause, silently reached out his Bible 
towards me, pointing with his finger at 1 Cor. 15 : 55, 56, 58. I 
then broke the silence by reading the passage, " 0 death, where 
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is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death 
is sin , and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God 
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
· At the sound of these words her eyes opened, and something 
like a ray of Divine light b eamed on her countenance, as she said, 
;• Victory, victory! through our Lord Jesus Christ." · 

She relapsed again, taking no further notice of any one present. 
" God be praised for the triumph of faith ! " said I. 
" Amen ! " replied the soldier. 
The Dairyman's uplifted eye showed that the amen was in his 

heart, though his tongue failed to utter it. A short struggling for 
breath took pl~ce in the dying young woman, which was soon over; 
and then I satd to . her, 

" 11 y dear friend, do you not feel that you are supported? " 
" The Lord deals very gently with me," she replied. 
"Are not His promises now very precious to you? " 
"They are all yea and amen in Christ J esus." 
" Are you in much bodily pain? " 
" So little, that I almost forget it." 
" How good the Lord is ! " 

· " And how unworthy am I ! " 
"You are going to see Him as H e is." 
"I think-I hope-I believe that I am." 
·She again fell into a short slumber. 
Looking at her mother, I said, " What a mercy to have a child 

so near to heaven as yours is ! " · 
" And what a mercy," she replied, in broken accents, " if her poor 

old mother might but follow her there! But, sir, it is so hard to 
part! " 

" I hope through grace, by faith you will soon meet, to part no 
more : it will be but a little while." 

" Sir," said the Dairyman, " that thought supports me, and the 
Lord's goodness makes me feel more reconciled than I was." 

. '' Father, mother,'~ said the reviving daughter, " He is good to 
me-trust Him, praise Him evermore." · 

" Sir,'' added she, in a faint voice, " I want to thank you for your 
kindness to me-l want to ask a favour; you buried my sister_:_ 
will you do the same for me? " 

"All shall be as you wish, if God permit," I replied . 
. " J'hank you, sir, thank you. I have another favour to ask : 

when I am gone, remember my father and mother. They are old, 
but I hope the good work is begun in their -souls---:My prayers are 
heard-Pray come and see them-I cannot speak much, but I want 
to speak for their sakes-Sir, remember them." 
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The aged parents now sighed and sobbed aloud, uttering broken 
· sentences, and gained some relief by such an expression of their 
feelings. 

At length, I said to Elizabeth, ·"Do you experience any doubts 
or temptations on the subject of your eternal safety? " 

" No, sir; the Lord deals very gently with me, and gives me 
peace." 

"What are your views of the dark valley of death, now that you 
are passing through it? " 

" It is not dark." 
"Why so?" 
"My Lord is there, and He is my light and my salvation." 
"Have you any fears of more bodily suffering?" 
'' The Lord deals so gently with me, I can trust Him." 
Something of a convulsion came on. When it was past, she said 

again and again : · · 
"The Lord deals very gently with me. Lord, I am Thine, save 

me-blessed Jesus-precious Soviour-His blood cleanseth from all 
sin-Who shall separate?-His. Name is wonderful-Thanks be to 
God-He giveth us the victory-!, even I , am saved-0 grace~ 
mercy, and wonder-Lord, receive my spirit! Dear sir, dear father, 
mother, friends, I am going-but all is well , well, well-" 

She relapsed again. We knelt down to prayer: the Lord was in 
the midst of us, and blessed us. 

She did not again revive while I remained, nor ever speak any 
more words which could be understood. She slumbered for about 
ten hours, and at last sweetly fell asleep in the arms of that Lord, 
who had dealt so gently with her. 

I left the house an hour after she had ceased to speak. I pressed 
herhand as I was taking leave, and said, "Christis the Resurrection 
and the Life." She gently returned the pressure, but could neither 
open her eyes nor utter a reply. 

I never had witnessed a scene so impressive as this before. It. 
completely filled my imagination as I returned home. 

" Farewell," thought I, " dear friend, till the morning of an 
eternal day shall renew our personal intercourse. Thou wast a 
brand plucked from the burning, that thou mightest· become a star 
shining in the firmament of glory. I have seen thy light and thy 
good works, and will therefore glorify our Father which is in heaven. 
I have seen, in thy example; what it is to be a sinner freely saved 
by grace. I have learned from thee, as in a living mirror, wh() 
it is that begins, continues, and ends the work of faith and love. 
Jesus is all in all: He will and shall be glorified. H e won .the ' 
crown, and alone deserves to wear it. May no one attempt to rob 
Him of His glory! He saves, and saves to the uttermost. Farewell,. 
dear sister in the Lord. Thy flesh and thy heart may fail; but God 
is the strength of thy heart, and shall be thy portion for ever." 
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~ermonS' ann ~oteG of ~ermons. 
A DESIRABLE SIGHT 

[Pa~t of a Sermon by the la te Rev. ALFRED HEWLETT, D.D., 
Incumbent of Astley, Manchester.] , • 

"Sir, we would see Jesus."-John 12: 21. 

THIS, we are told by the Evangelist, was the language of some 
Greeks who had come up to J erusalem to worship at the feast. 
Whether any other motive than curiosity led them to wish to see 
Him whose fame had gone forth throughout all Judea, arid who 
had just made so singular an entry into Jerusalem, does not appear. 
It is evident that much excitement prevailed throughout the city: 
for. as " H e rode on a colt, the foal of an ass," and multitudes "went 
before and followed," crying out, " Blessed is He that cometh in 
the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest "; the whole City was 
moved, saying, "Who is this?" (Matt. 21 : 10). 

But it is not my intention to speak to you of these words, merely 
with reference to the persons who used them, but as they form the 
substance of the desire of every renewed and anxious soul in attend
ing the ministry of God's holy word, and in using any of the varied 
means of a grace with which a gracious God has been pleased to 
bless him. l would humbly pray the Eternal Spirit, so tw con
descend to make use of this discourse, that by it some of the subjects 
of his grace may be allowed to " see the king in . his beauty " 
(lsa. 33 : 17). 

I. 

First, then, the object of their inquiry, the person they desired 
" to see," is Jesus; whom every heaven-taught soul desires to see: 
" The Christ of God " ; the Son of God; God the Son. When He 
assumed our nature H e took this name, descriptive of His person
a "Saviour," and of His work-" salvation." " He shall save His 
people from their sins" (Matt. 1 : 21) was the declaration of the 
angel to His virgin m,other; and it "is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that He came into the world to save sinners " 
(1 Tim. 1 : 15). This was His mission; for this He left His glorious 
abode; for this purpose " though He was rich, yet for your sakes· 
He became poor; that ye through His poverty might be rich " 
(2. Cor. 8 : 9). 

Guilt, misery, and shame cover the whole human race; wrath. 
condemnation, and the curse hang over the-head of every guilty son 
and daughter of the first Adam : but, behold, the last Adam, the 
"Lord from heaven" (1 Cor. 15: 47) comes down to save H is 
people, chosen in Him, from present guilt, and future wrath and 
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punishment. To save from guilt, He is made "sin who knew no 
sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God ·in Him " 
(2 Cor. 5: 21). He is made a curse for us (Gal. 3: 13); He endured 
the cross, despising the shame (Heb. 12 : 2); He comes to save the 
lives of His people, and He " lays down " His own life to effect their · 
salvation; H e comes to save them from death eternal, and He stoops 
to endure the wrath of eternal death to rescue His chosen. Carrv
ing, as it were, His mission in His name, His name declaring His 
object and His delight, that name becomes sweet-

" How sweet the name of J esus sounds 
In a believer's ear." 

His work ·is glorious, His person is precious: "Unto you that believe 
H e is precious" (1 Pet. 2: 7). 

As salvation implies deliverance from danger and from bondage, 
H e is the deliverer, and the strong one sent by the Lord of Hosts 
for that purpose. He delivers them from the temptations and · 
allurements of. the world, from the love, power, and dominion of 
sin in their own souls; from their adversary the devil, " who walketh 
about seeking whom he may d evour " ( 1 Pet. 5 : 8); and from all 
their enemies. H e saves them from the law, by obeying its precepts; 
and from divine justice, by suffering its penalty; yea, "He saves to 
the uttermost" (H eb. 7 : 25). 

Again, as salvation signifies putting into a place of safety ·and 
security, H e is unto them as the ark was to Noah and his family, 
they are safe from the floods of ungodliness <~.nd sin, which deluge 
and desolate the world; they can never be drowned, because " many 
waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it," and 
" the banner which floats over them is love " (Song of Sol. 8 : 7; 
2: 4) . 

And like " the conies " who are ·" a feble folk," yet " make their 
houses in the rocks " (Prov. 30 : 26) safe and secure from harm and 
danger : so the people of God, who are " saved in the Lord with 
an everlasting salvation " (lsa. 45 : 17), are safe in the riven side 
of a crucified Redeemer:-

" Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee." 

Thus also, as the name of the Lord is that strong tower, into which 
the righteous runneth and is safe (Prov. 18: 10), so is Jesus, in 
whom is the name of J ehovah (Exod. 23: 20, 21), the safety and 
safeguard of all that put their trust in Him. 

No pen can describe the glories and beauties of our Immanuel: 
all the beauties of nature, and all the glories of creation, do btit 
faintly set them forth. H e is as the "sun shining in his strength " 
(Rev. 1 : 16) ; giving life, heat, and nourishment to His church. 
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. He is as a well of waters and streams from Lebanon (Song 4 : 15), 
refreshing the weary and thirsty travellers; a rock for stability and 
endurance (Psalm 18 : 2). He is the life to His people (John 14 : 6); 
light and joy> righeousness and peace : all that they want to perfect 
them in the sight of Jehovah, to sustain them here below, to be a 
passport to eternal glory, yea, to constitute eternal glory itself, 
is to be found in _Jesus. Thrice happy are those souls who by 
faith can say, "' I am my beloved's, and my beloved is mine " 
(Song of Sol. 6. 3). Such is the Person who is the object of this 
inquiry; who is inquired after by all who feel their need of Him, 
and see His suitableness to their case. 

II. 

· Now, secondly, as to the nature of the sight of Jesus which we 
desire. It is not like theirs, to see Him with the bodily eye, to see 
Him in the flesh; many thus behold Him who never listened to the 
voice of His words, who had no inclination to come to Him "that 
they might have life" (John 5 : 40). Many threatened His des trur:
tion, many entreated Him to leave their coas ts ; their language was, 
cause " the Holy One of Israel to depart from us." Many gnashed 
upon H im with their teeth, some forsook Him, one sold llim, o\liers 
delivered Him into the hands of the Roman Governor, crucified 
Him, and mocked Him in His misery. A sight of Christ with the 
bodily eye would be to us of no real advantage : "Though we 
have known Christ after the flesh, yet now hence forth know we 
}Jim so no more," says Paul (2 Cor. 5 : 16). Nor is our sight of Jews 
like theirs who saw His glorified body after His resurrection; theirs 
also was a bodily sight. It is more like the glimpses which Abraham 
had of Him, who saw His " day a far off," he " saw it and was glad " 
(John 8 : 56). 

The sight which we desire is the sight of faith, "seeing Him who 
is invisible"; that as Peter saith, "whom having not seen (with our 
natural vision) we love, yet believing in Him, we rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory" ( 1 Pet. 1 : 8). Faith gives to the 
soul subsistence and reality to the things which are declared in God's 
holy word; the mind is filled with a sense of what Jesus really is, 
and feels confidence, and peace, and joy accordingly. The fluttering 
butterflies of sense, the empty notes that float through the . air, · the 
airy nothings of human art, science, philosophy, or natural rcli~ion 
(so called) , are swept forth from the mind, and banished away, as 
God in Christ stands forward prominently as the object of faith . 

. Faith contemplates Him with the two tables of the law in His 
hands, which He has completely fulfilled, and thus become " the 
end of the law for righteousness " · (Rom. 10 : 4). Faith beholds 
His bleeding wounds, which have extinguished the fires of divine 
wrath, fury, and indignation against sin. Faith looks to the smoking 
sacrifice on the altar of His divine nature,· and remembers that 
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" by His one offering He has perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified " (Heb. 10: 14). Faith sees Him rising from the grave, 
having shaken off the dominion of death, as Samson did the greeri 
withs with which he was bound (Judges 16: 7, 9). Faith perceives 
Him sitting at the right hand of God, making perpetual intercessiot} 
(Heb. 7 : 25) for those whom He has redeemed, and concerning 
whom H e hath said, "Because I live, ye shall live also" (John 
14 : 19); and Paul also saith, " If we be dead with Him, we shall 
also live with Him" (2 Tim. 2 : 11). Faith delights to watch for 
His appearing, and to bring comfort to the ·soul according to her 
wants, from looking upon Jesus as exactly suited to supply thos~ 
wants. Faith alone enables the soul to sing:-. 

" If asked what of Jesus I think, _ 
Though still my best thoughts are but poor, 

I'll say He's my meat, and my drink, 
My life, and my strength, and my store; 

My Shepherd, my Husband, my Friend, 
My Saviour from sin and from thrall, 

My hope from beginning to end, 
My Lord, and my God, and my all." 

It is then by " faith which is of the operation of God," the so4l 
sees Jesus, and looks unto Him, realising in Him every thing that 
is needed : and it is to have our faith directed aright, strengthened, 
and enlarged, . that we desire to see the Lord in His sanctuary and 
" means of grace "; as at windows, from which the Lord will 
exhibit Himself to His waiting people. 

III. 

But let me proceed, in the third place, to speak of the seasons irt 
which the soul of the believer is ordinarily favoured to see .fesus. 

(a) In conversion, when the eye of the soul is first opened, th~ 
understanding first enlightened ; when the mighty power of God'.'> 
grace is first felt, in which the Lord is found of them that sought 
Him not (Isa. 65 : 1); when Jesus "must needs" pass by the sinner's 
abode, meet with him at his calling, produce conviction of sin, 'a 
feeling of guilt, a sense of misery, and a cry for mercy, such as was 
uttered by the poor publican in the temple, "God be merciful to me 
a sinner "-and then reveal Himself as the pardoner of guilt, the 
remover of misery, the "Balm of Gilead," and the good physician, 
saying, "Go in peace, thy sins are forgiven thee"--" I have par
doned according to thy word"-" I, even I, am He that blotteth out 
thy transgressions for mine-own sake, and will no more remember 
thy sins." Then the incarnate Word is beheld as filled with the 
glory of the Father, "full of grace and truth" (John 1 : 14), and 
then the soul of the sinner is filled with ecstasy and delight, re
joicing in hope of the glory of God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom he has now received the atonement (Rom. 5 : 11) ; and 
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pra~smg Him that where sin abounded " grace does much more 
.abounJ '' (Rom. , 5 : 20) and reigns "through righteousness unto 
.everlasting life." 

(b) After a season of desertion also; when " for a small moment " 
his Lord hath forsaken . him, his wants seem to be disregarded, his 
prayers unheeded, his anxieties increase, his distress is unbounded ; 
h e is tempted to think that God has " forgotten to be gracious " 
(Ps. 77 : 9), his soul is disquieted within him, and he cries out, 
" Oh, when wilt thou· come unto me ? " (Ps. 91 : 2); to his com
pa nions he saith, " Saw ye Him whom my soul loveth? " (Song 
3 : 3); he even inquires of Zion's watchmen, and they instead of 
affording him any consolation, distress him further by their doubts 
and suspicions concerning him (Song 5 : 7) ; but ere he has passed 
far from them, he finds Him or is found of Him whom his soul 
·loves beyond all earthly good; and then what delight pervades his 
soul! Sorrow which only endures for a night (a season of darkness) . 
has given place to joy, grief to gladness, doubt has fled from his 
b reas ', and he exclaims, "The Lord H e is God"-" the faithful 
God," H e is better to me than all my fears, "His loving-kindness 
is better than life itself"; then his eyes have seen the King in his 
beauty. 

(c) Jesus is seen of His children afta they have diRige nt ly sought 
His face in the use of " the means of grace," when attendance has 
been given to reading, to meditation and prayer, in obedience to 
His word, who hath said, "Draw nigh to God, and He will draw 
nigh to you" (James 4: 8), and never has Be said, "Seek ye me 
in vain "; then He shows that " H e is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek Him " (Heb. 11 : 6). The soul looks for Him in the use 
o f means, because H e has said, " There will I be with you, I will 
come unto thee, and I will bless thee" (Exod. 20: 24). Then there 
is pleasure and delight in a ttending the preached word, whilst J esus 
is seen " held in the galleries," sitting at His table, an_d the spike
nard sends forth the smell thereof (Song 1 : 22), the soul rejoices with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory. 

"My willing soul would stay 
In such a frame as this, 

And sit <lnd sing herself away 
To everlasting bliss." 

(d) As H e is seen by His people in the use of means, to show 
t hat He will honour His own word and fulfil His own promise, so 
He is also seen without the use of m eans, to show that H e is a God 
o f sovereign lo ve ; yea, after a series of backslidings, lukewarmness 
and negligence, is H e seen putting in His hand by the hole of the 
door, and following backsliders with ·gracious calls. ·"Return, 0 
backsliding children, saith the Lord, I am married unto you " (Jer. 
3 : 14). 
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He exhibits Himself in all the abundance ·of His unchanging love, 
and the superabundance of His forgiving and renewing grace. He 
speaks of perverseness, " I have seen his ways and will heal him" 
(1sa. 57 : 18). Oh! then to see Jesus following His rebellious child 
with tenderest affection, overcomes the stoutest heart, subdues the 
most furious and raging iniquities and propensity to sin, cools ·the 
fever of lust and pride, melts the soul down in contrition and 
compunction, grief, sorrow, and shame, which nothing but a sight 
of Jesus can accomplish. 

J esus is never seen with a drawn sword, but always with a sealed 
pardon in His hand. If by faith we behold Him on the cross, it is 
bearing our iniquities; if yielding to death, it is that we may be dead 
to the law; if rising from the grave, it is that we may have full 
victory over death, and rise from the grave of our sins, and live for 
evermore; if we see Him in His character as Intercessor, it is by that 
He prevails for us, that we may receive pardon, peace, and strength ; 
thus are we brought to use Him as He is represented in God's word, 
and to glorify God in Him. 

(e) Again, the soul is permittr;d to see Jesus in a time of suf
f ering; then He appears as the comforter, supporter, and deliverer 
o f His tried ones. Thus was He seen by Abraham, when he was called 
to offer up his beloved Isaac as a sacrifice of burnt-offering, on an 
a ltar on Mount Moriah; overwhelmed no doubt in his natural feel
ings, his attention was directed to the ram caught in a thicket (a 
figure of Christ bound by the sins of His people), he saw it and 
was glad. 

Thus too, when the Israelites were going through the wilderness, 
the pillar of cloud and of fire presented to the vision of fai:th a 
powerful representation of the protection and guidance afforded by 
Jesus in a time of need. Daniel among the lions, saw by faith Jesus, 
the Angel of the Lord, the Angel of the Covenant, closing the mouths 
of the lions. Peter and John beheld Him as their present help, when 
standing before the Jewish sanhedrim, they said, "Whether it be 
right in the sight of God, to hearken to you more than unto God, 
judge ye" (Acts 4: 19). Paul and Silas beheld Him as their 
'" shield and exceeding great reward;" when, although their backs 
were smarting from the ill-usage they had received, they sung His 
praises in the prison of Philippi. 

And thus in e-very age the people of God find, that a sight of 
J esus in His power, wisdom and love, engaged to support in, and 
deliver from affliction, has been more effectual to banish fear, and 
drive away sorrow, than any thing that human wisdom coul(l 
suggest, or foresight devise. 

(f) There is yet anoth~r season in which the believer, while on 
earth, is permitted to see Jesus; and this is in a dying hour, when 
heart and fle'5h fail : then is He seen to be the strength of our 
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hearts, " and our portion for ever " (Psalm 73 : 26). When they 
go through the valley of the shadow of death, His presence makes 
them rejoice (Gen. 49, 2 Sam 23 : 5, Ps. 23). Sometimes, like 
Stephen, they look up and behold Him standing at the right hand 
of God, making intercession for them; sometimes experience what 
the spouse did, when she cried out, " His right hand is under my 
head " : and know, that-

" Jesus can make a dying bed 
Softer than downy pillows are." 

This a season when no concession can be derived from anything 
earthly, when all that is human fails to speak peace, hope has 
nothing to rest on, but on Him who is " the hope of Israel " : and 
the mind will not be comforted without a sight of His all-sufficiency 
who is "the same yesterday, today, and for ever." 

If ever the soul expresses itself strong, it is then the stoutest 
heart; the s :rongest believer then finds all his past experience 
utterly inefficient, all his attainments fail of sp~aking peace : then 
he cries out, "· I would see Jesus." "Lord, remove the clouds and 
darkness that are round about Thy throne, or give strength of faith 
to look through all clouds, and beyond all that now occupies my 
mind, that I may see Him whom :my soulloveth." . 

And how blessed it is to remember, that none ever longed to see 
Him who was not favoured with beholding His glory and His grace, 
and who did not eventually look_ upon Him with delight, even in this: 
vale of tears and waste-howling wilderness. 

(g) Should I not also add that there is a season, of which at 
present we know but little, but which when we do see Him we 
desire to know more of, namely, w hen we shall be satisfied awaking 
up " after his likeness" (Ps. 17 : 15); at the thoughts of which we 
say . wi th Paul, " I desire to depart and be with Christ " (Phil. 
1 : 23), when we shall see Him as H e really is, and be fully con
formed to His image : " when He shall appear, then we shall be 
like Him" (1 John 3 : 2), and his prayer will be answered, "Father, 
I will that they also whom thou hast given me be with me where 
I am, that .they may behold my glory" (John 17 : 24). 

"A SHORT HISTORY OF .THE REFORMATION." 

A popular history of the Reformation from Wycliffe in the 14th 
century to the coming of William of Orange in 1688; pp. 80 ; 
price 2/-, published by the Protestant· Truth Society, 184, Fleet 
Street, E.C.4. 
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®ur !floung 1follt~' ~age. 

MORE OF ROBERT MURRAY M'CHEYNE 

WHEN the great change came to Robert Murray M'Cheyne, he 'was 
a lready studying at College with a view to the ministry. During 
that first year or two, the boy found many things to distract him 
from his studies. Vi~iting friends, cards, dancing, and music, took up 
many evenings; and into all these pleasures he entered with his 
usual eager zest. But the Lord called him by his name, saying 
" Thou art mine " ! and as Robert followed the Shepherd, he found 
that the footsteps of the flock led away from his former recreations 
to scenes of far more absorbing interest. He began to devote all 
his ardent spirit to preparing himself for the ministry. 

Andrew Bonar, his friend and fellow-student, says that during his 
College days, Robert suffered much " by affliction in his person; 
by inward trials and sore temptations; by experience of the depth 
-of corruption in his own heart. " But the biographer tells nothing 
of outward trials, except that Robert's health was not robust; and 
•only his diary reveals what he felt so much of the conflict within 
him, between the old sinful nature, and the new nature implanted 
by the Holy Spirit. This struggle .was always apparen t to Robert; 
as he grew in grace in the knowledge of God, he was made more 
and more sensible of the awful holiness of God; and correspondingly 
he really loathed his own sinfulness. 

Robert's preparation for what Andrew Bonar calls ." the awful 
work of the ministry" was by much prayer and much study of the 
Word of God. He joined a "Visiting Society," started by some of 
the keen men. Its members set apart an hour or two each week for 
v isiting in the Edinburgh slums, distributing tracts, and trying to 
tell the people of the Savi0ur Who came into the world to save 
·sinners. The dirt and squalor and wickedness which Robert met 
in this work were new to him, and shocked him deeply. It was in 
fear and trembling that he made his first attempts, and he met with 
much discouragement and indifference. But he learnt a great deal 
himself, and at least he delivered his own soul. 

The Prayer Meeting run by students, and the Missionary Asso
·ciation, also received Robert's warm support. He was one who did 
·everything with the keenest enthusiasm, and having thrown in his 
lot with the people of God, he impressed everybody with his zest 
and eagerness. 

In November 1835 Robert became assistant to the pastor of two 
parishes-Larbert and Dunnipace-having been licensed to preach 
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about three months before. He was twenty-three then, but young 
as he was, Robert was so filled with the Holy Ghost that there was 
no room for the conceit artd self-assurance which are sometimes seen 
at the end o{ College days. From the beginning, his warm heart 
yearned over his people, and he longed earnestly for their con- · 
version . . Each morning found him up early so that he might have 
unhurried time for reading the Bible and prayer. He liked to study 
in both Old and New Testaments in the one quiet time, for he 
was eager to discover the whole counsel of God, and to know all 
that God had inspired His servants to write. Praise too was not 
forgotten, for frequently his voice could be heard singing a psalm. 

These seasons of study and prayer were the foundations of 
Robert's sermons; what he found good for feeding his own soul, he 
later dispensed to his people. He never read his sermons, but by 
first writing them out he impressed the subject on his memory. 
In the pulpit his manner and presence attracted a ttention at once, 
and his cl~ar voice held the congregation from the start. H e ln d 
a great gift for language, using the simplest words if possible, but 
clothing his thoughts with poetic feeling. To quote Mr. BOnar: 
" It is difficult to convey ... a correct idea of the sweetness and 
holy unction of his preaching." Whatever his text and subject, 
Robert invariably exalted the Lord J esus Christ in his sermons, 
holding Him up as Prince and Saviour. One Sabbath entry in 
his diary is typical: " Today a sinner preached Jesus, the same 
Jesus who has done all things for him, and that so lately! . . .. 
Evening-Somewhat helped to lay Jesus before little children in 
His beauty and excellency." 

Robert was· only ten months an assistant in Dunnipace and 
Larbert, but he seems to have learned a great deal of the members 

' of his flock in that short time. He had the gift, not always present 
in remarkable preachers, of taking the keenest personal interest in 
those to whom he ministered. A letter to a friend of his whom he 
expected to succeed him is full of expressions like this : " Speak a 
word in season to S.M. Teach A.M. to look simply to Jesus. 
J.A. warn and teach. Speak faithfully to the B's. Tell me of 
M.C., if she is really .a believ.er, and grows. M.T. I have had 
some doubts of. M.G. lies sore upon my conscience; I did no good 
to that woman : she always managed to speak of things about the 
truth." Thus the young minister cared for the souls of his f!oc_k. 

During Robert's short period in these parishes, he was several times 
laid aside by illness. Impatient .15y nature, he found these times of 
inaction a trial; but that they became a means of sanctification to 
him is, I think, ·apparent from this entry in his diary : " Since 
Tuesday have been laid up with illness. Set by once more for a 
season to feel my unprofitableness and cure my pride. When shall 
this self-choosing temper be healed? 'Lord, I will preach, run, 
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visit, wrestle,' said I. ' No, thou shalt lie in thy bed and suffer,' . 
said the Lord." 

Robert not only studied and visited and took services and preached 
sermons. He also contributed papers to some religious magazines, 
and wrote long letters of advice or of warning or of encouragement. 
Nothing seems to have been too much trouble if "by any means he 
could save some." 

But now the Pillar of Cloud began to lift. Robert was called to 
be pastor of the large parish of St. Peter's; Dundee. With much 
searching of· heart, with earnest prayer and waiting upon his God, 
Robert heard the call to a more extensive and influential sphere. 
In November, 1836, he was ordained pastor of the flock of St. Peter's. 

Next month I hope to write of the blessing- that the Lord 
commanded on Robert's work during his pastorate, up to the day of 
his death in 1843. DAMARIS. 

ScRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 11. 

The whole is the name given to the Feast of the · Saviour's Birth 
(not a Biblical name). 
1. One of the names of the Son. 
2. They praised God when the angel had announced His birth to 

the shepherds. 
3. A title of Christ used in a prophecy about His birth. 
4. A prophet who spoke of the coming of the Prince of Peace. 
5. It led the wise men from the East. 
6. Paul, writing to this man, speaks of " the kindness and love of 

God our Saviour." 
7. U sed by Mary for a cot. 
8. The spirit which will not acknowledge that Jesus Christ is come 

in the flesh. 
9. A royal · forefather of the Babe of Bethlehem. 

SoLUTION TO No. 10. 

The whole : Lovingkindness (Psalm 17 : 7). 
1. Lot (II Peter 2: 7 and Genesis 7. Kinsman (Romans 16: 11). 

13 : 11, 13). 8. Ink (Jerem. 36 : 18). 
2. Organs (Psalm 150 : 4). 9. Noon (Genesis 43 : 16). 
3. Veil (Matthew 27 : 50, 51). · 10. Drusilla (Acts 24: 24y. 
4. Italy (Acts 18: 2). 11. Nine (Luke 17: 17). 
5. Nineveh (Jonah 1 : 2). 12. Eight. (2 Kings 22 : 1). 
6. Ground (Job 2 : 13). 13. Sycamore (Luke 19: 4). 

14. Seth (Genesis 4 : 25, 1 Peter 
3: 20). 
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~rotestant JJ5eacon. 

CHRISTMAS CRIBS 

Gon is a Spirit : and they that worship Him must worship Him in 
spirit and in truth. Here lies the contrast between heathen worship 
and the divinely ordered worship of Jew or Christian. The whole 
history of Religion shows that the use of material objects in worship, 
and the direction of the attention and devotion of the worshipper 
to them, draws away from the worship of One Who is a Spirit. 

God Himself foresaw the danger and the sin of idolatry insepar
ably connected with the use in worship of external symbols of the 
divine . Therefore, not only did He in the first Commandment 
forbid the worship of false gods, but also in the second Cqmmand
ment He forbad the worship of Himself in a wrong way, that is, 
under an outward form. The need for such an order was soon 
proved. It was the worship of the true God, but under the form 
of a golden calf, that the people celebrated when they cried, 
" These be thy gods (the plural of majesty) which have brought thee 
up out of the land o'f Egypt." 

When we turn to Cribs, such as those erected during the 
Christmas season in Canterbury and other Cathedrals, it may be 
said that the Crib is not for worship towards it, but to set forth the 
great fact of the Nativity of our Lord. Yet it would seem that 
visitors to them were encouraged to kneel before them and children 
to bring their gifts to them. 

The actual use of such objects in Churches and Cathedrals, and 
their sure tendency, is best seen by turning to their presence and 
use in Churches of the Church of Rome. For their presence and 
use in our own Churches is a recent imitation of what is done in 
that Church. We turn, for · instance, to a well-known Roman 
Catholic Chapel at Inchicore, Dublin, famous for this very thing. 
There year by year great numbers of Roman Catholics will be 
found kneeling by the Crib, offering what is truly an idolatrous, 
not a Christian, worship. It is safe to say that far more petitions 
there are offered to the Blessed Virgin Mary, represented by her 
image, than to her Divine Son. 

The two usual Roman Catholic representations of our Lord are : 
(1) The Crucifix, i.e., the dead Christ. Men are thus blinded 

to the fact that the sacrifice of His death was a finished work, and 
that, when He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, H e sat 
down on the right han<;! of God. 
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(2) The Babe, either in a manger,or, more often, in His mother's 
anns. By this many are led to regard her as more powerful, more 
able tohelp than He is, in fact, as the one to control Him. So men 
look and pray to her. 

Amongst many in Dublin, especially at Christmas time, the 
Trinity of worship is Jesus, Mary and Joseph. If there is an acci
dent, or some other special need, at 'once the cry is raised, "Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph." 

Our Reformers knew. the danger, and realised the sin of idolatry. 
Therefore the destruction of images in Churches was ordered. This 
was a necessity with faithful and loyal Churchmen. A Homily on 
The Peril of Idolatry was also set forth, a Homily which is asserted 
by every Minister in the Church of England to contain a godly and 
wholesome Doctrine. 

The increasing custom of erecting Cribs in Churches is causing 
much pain to numbers of Churchmen, in faq to all who take the 
Word of God as the Rule of Faith, Worship and Conduct. When 
we have the light of God's Truth, why indeed should we return to 
the practices of darK ages? 

\Vhen, at the commencement, and again at the close of His 
Ministry, our Lord entered the Temple Court, He saw much with 
His pure eyes which He could no~ see unmoved. So He drove out 
that which was defiling His Father's House . . Yet those engaged in 
the trade then being carried on might have sought to justify that 
which seemed helpful for the paying of the Temple tax, and for the 
offering of sacrifices. That same Lord looks today from heaven. 
He sees that for which there can be no justification. For all idol 
worship and the use of images in worship has been as definitely 
forbidden in the ·Commandments of God as have murder and theft. 
Surely such worship is the way to merit the righteous anger of a 
holy God, and of Him Whom men profess to represent by a figure 
in a manger or on a cross. 

It is little wonder that many z:equests and, indeed, protests were 
made to the authorities of Canterbury Cathedral, notably to the 
Archbishop and the Dean. A formal protest was made at a ~ecial 
Service held · by the Crib on one Christmas Eve. The Archbishop 
said, " You should make your protest at a more proper time," 
quite ignoring the fact that protest after protest had been made at 
what might be thought to be more convenient times, but all of no 
avaiL 

The fervent prayer of those who seek to fulfil the Will of God 
is, 'that at another Christmas the distressing spectacle of worship 
centred round a doll representing their Lord may not be permitted 
in any of the Churches or Cathedrals in the land. 

-(From a Church Association Tract, 1939). 

. I 
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THE USE OF CROSSES ·TODAY 

AN idea is prevalent, even within communities professedly evangel
ical, that the image of the cross· is a Christian symbol. The trutl1 
is, that such an idea overlooks the fundamental spirituality of New 
Testament Christianity. "We walk by faith, not by sight," and the 
multiplication of symbols unwarranted by the Word of God is in 
itself wrong. The second Commandment is perfectly clear, " Thou 
shal t not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any 
thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth .. .. " (Exodus 20: 4). 

I.-SCRIPTURAL, APOSTOLIC CHRIS TIANITY KNOWS NO MAN-MADE 

EMBLEMS OR SIGNS. 

Scriptural, apostolical Christianity knows no emblems, signs, or 
symbols, except those instituted by Christ Himself in the two sacra
ments: water in baptism ; bread and wine in the Lord's Supper. 
The absence of images, signs, and symbols was a distinguishing 
feature between the early Christians and the surrounding pagan 
practices. 

Th.e word cross is our translation of the Greek word " stauros." 
which means a stake or pole. The view of a single stake agre~s 
better with the idea of a tree (the word used in Acts 5 : 30; 10 : 39; 
Gal. 3 : 13 ; and 1 Pet. 2 : 24) than the popular shape of the cross 
does. Andrew Willett, in his "Synopsis Papismi," writes : "The 
Scripture never calleth the cross, whereon Christ suffered, the holy 
cross, as the Papists do, but rather cursed: for Paul proveth that 
Christ became accursed for us, because he died upon the cross, 
according to the Scripture, ' Cursed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree.' How then is it now honoured, which was then accursed? 
And if all crosses are worthy of honour, because of Christ's cross, 
then why not all nails, and spears? for with them He was pierced; 
all thorns also, because of His crown of thorns : yea, and all horse
mangers too, because He was laid in a crib? " 

That cross in whicjl. the apostle gloried was the doctrine of the 
cross, the atonement wrought by Christ thereby. 

H.-IMAGE OF THE CROS S OF PAGAN ORIGIN 

The image of the cross is of pagan origin. Hundreds of years 
before the time of our Lord it was a religious symbol and a personal 
ornament amongst the heathen in various parts of the world. " It 
is interesting to know that not a cross occurs in any Christian 
monument of the first four centuries. As early as the second 
century after Christ, a Roman Christ~an, in defending the truth 
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against a heathen acquaintance, wrote as follows: ' Crosses we 
neither worship nor wish for. You indeed who consecrate gods of 
wood, adore wooden crosses, perhaps, as parts of your gods. Your 
very standards as well as the banners and flags of your camp, 
what else are they but crosses gilded and adorned? ' " - (Church 
Association ,Tract 218). 

The popular, yet mistaken belief, is, that in its origin the cross is 
a Christian symbol; whereas, in its origin, it is pagan. It was used 
in the Babylonian mysteries .. What is now regarded as the Christian 
cross was originally the mystic Tau of the Chaldeans, the initial T 
of Tammuz, the deified Nimrod. It was marked on the garments of 
the heathen priests; and the v estal virgins of Pagan Rome wore it 
suspenqed from their necklaces as Popish nuns do now. It was in 
use as early as fifteen centuries before the Christian era. 

Then what shall we say of floral ·crosses ? The cross on which 
Christ suffered was not one of flowers ! And is it meet that the 
Table of the Lord should be degraded into a flower-stand, and 
Divine service itself made a flower show? Flowers are no meet 
offering for fallen man. It was Cain who brought the fruits of the 
earth as his offering, and they were not accepted. 

III.- THE MATERIAL CROSS AN INSTRUME NT EMPLOYED BY THE 

PERSECUTORS OF GOD'S PEOPLE 

The stake or cross on which Christ suffered is never once spoken 
of in the New Testamep.t with respect, far less veneration, but 
invariably with reproach. It was a Roman instrument of torture 
and death, a symbol of the suffering and shame put on the Lord 
Jesus, and of the guilt of those by whom He was crucified. The 
character of the "accursed tree" cannot be altered. As well might 
Christians venerate the scourge (or a figure of it) wherewith He was 
scourged. As well might we venerate the cruel instruments of 
tortur~ and death by which the martyrs shed their blood, and 
dying, procured for us the liberties we now enjoy. We honour the 
martyrs; we abhor the instruments by which they were put to death. 
The cross was the instrument by which Satan and his servants put 
the Lord Jesus to death. It is, therefore, a symbol of the ,bruising 
of the Deliverer's"heel-of Satan's hour, and the power of darkness. 
How, then, can a cross be. a symbol of faith in Christ? 

In the Waldensian museum at Torre Pellice, are swords captured 
from the Papal persecutors of the Waldensians, bearing the emblem 
of the Latin cross. On the occasion' of the Massacre of St. 
Bartholomew, 24th August, 1572, the ringing of the bell of St. 
Germain 1' Auxerrois, Paris, was answered by the bells of all the 
churches, and by a discharge of fire-arms in different parts. Paris 
resounded with cries and howlings, which brought the defenceless 
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Huguenots out of their dwelliJ?.gs, not only unarmed, but half naked. 
From the streets the Papal persecutors proceeded to the houses, 

~breaking open the doors, and sparing neither age, sex, or condition. 
A' white cross had been put in their hats to distinguish the Papists; 
.and some priests, holding a crucifix in one hand, and a sword in 
the other, preceded the murderers, and encouraged them to spare 
none. 

Is it therefore, conceivable, in the light of such truths, that any 
descendants of W aldenses or Huguenots, should so depart from the 
faith of their illustrious ancestors, as to set up such images in their 
temples? 

IV .-CONTRIBUTION OF THE IMAGE OF THE CROSS TO THE 

PROPAGATION OF POPERY 

The Spaniards found the worship of a material cross flourishing 
amongst the idolaters of Mexico in the 16th century. One cannot 
be surprised, therefore, at the nominal success of Jesuit missionaries 
in Mexico, when they merely substituted the image of the Virgin 
Mary for another image, and thus presumed to have Christianised 
the people, without requiring any change of heart. The Mexicans 
previously had a regular priesthood, gorgeous temples and convents; 
they had processions, in which crosses, and even red crosses, · were 
carried; and incense, flowers and fruit offerings were employed in 
'their worship. The Christianity of the Jesuits seemed to the 
Mexicans only another phase of their own religion. Kindred facts 
are associated with Popish missions in other fields 

It is little over a hundred years ago, since the first cross was 
placed on any communion table in the Church of England, from 
the time of the sixteenth century reformation (see" English Church
man," 22nd August, 1946). Things have moved far, since then. 
"A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump." Today, it is rare to find 
a church where the innovation has not been made. The multi
plication of such symbols has obviously been commensurate with 
a decline in spiritual worship and a contributing factor to the 
advance of Popery. 

V.-THE CHRISTIAN's CROSS 

The sole type of the cross on which our blessed Lord was lifted up 
was the polewith the brazen serpent, which Moses, by God's com
mand, lifted up in the wilderness. In process of time this emblem 
began to be regarded with the same superstitious reverence as is now 
attached to the cross and crucifix. The consequence was that King 
Hezekiah, in a holy zeal, broke it in pieces and called it Nehushtan
nothing but a bit of brass. And doubtless the zealous king would 
act in the same way in the present day, were he alive and had the 
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power. He · would rightly cause all crosses and crucifixes to he 
broken in pieces. Crosses were among the list of items required 
by Edmund Grindal (1519-83), Archbishop of Canterbury, to "be 
utterly defaced, broken, and destroyed." 

An Italian Christian, ,seeing a cross on a communion table, re
cently said to the writer, " Th~y find it easier to place a cross on 
their communion table, than to bear the cross themselves." 

" What is my cross? " asked Hugh Latimer, in one of his sermons. 
" ' Humble yourselves under the mighty hand -of God.' Look, what 
God layeth upon you, that same is your cross; not that which you 
of your own wilfulness lay upon yourselves. Therefore look, what 
God layeth upon me, that same is my cross, which I ought to take 
in good part; as when I fall in poverty, or in miseries, I ought to 
be ·content withal; when my neighbour doth me wrong, taketh 
away my goods, robbeth me of my good name and fame, I shall 
bear it willingly, considering that it is God's cross, and that nothing 
can be done against me without His permission. There falleth 
never a sparrow to the ground without His permission; yea, not a 
hair falleth from our head without His will. Seeing then that there 
is nothing done without His will, I ought to bear this cross which 
He layeth upon me willingly, without any murmuring or grudging." 

" What communion hath light with darkness? And what concord 
hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with 
an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with 
idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said,. 
I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people" (2 Cor. 6: 14-16). 

"Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen" (1 John 
5: 21): . F.C. 

THE ANGEL MUSIC 

With lowly souls 'tis always Christmastide, 
And snatches of the angel melody 
Come floating in their hearts to soften down 
The noisy discord of the restless world. 
The Christ is born in Bethlehem. This news 
Still sings its carol in the twice-born soul. 
The chorus, ever swelling, onward rolls : 
This is the master melody of Time, 
Setting the stars rejoicing, calling men 
To adoration of the Christ, the King. 

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. PrTT.AWAY. 
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~trscellaneours taaperrs 

SALVATION BY GRACE 

A LESSON FROM THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY 

[By the Rev. J. A. WYLIE, LL.D., 1891.] 

ONE great lesson which the sixteenth century teaches us is that we 
must conserve the doctrine of salvation by free grace. The Bible 
expresses the gospel-the whole gospel in one single sentence. It 
styles it " God's free gift." 

Ponder the import of that. Life eternal-without money and 
without price. This is emphatically the message which the Church 
has been commissioned to proclaim to the ~orld; and we must not 
permit the integrity, the completeness, the splendour of this message 
to be impaired or obscured. No Broad Churchman can preach an 
absolutely free gospel---,a salvation wholly of God, bestowed with
out money and without merit. No one but a Calvinist can preach 
that, and all the Reformers were Calvinists-Luther quite as much 
as Calvin himself. 

They all held, to begin with, that man was fallen, and that his 
fall had deprived him of the power of saving himself. They saw, 
therefore, that, if man was to be saved at all, salvation must come 
wholly from God, must be wholly without merit upon the part of 
the sinner. And so they held the free election of the sinner from 
eternity; his free justification and pardon in time; and the free 
impartation of the Spirit to enable him to believe on Christ, and 
to sanctify his soul. Thus holding the doctrine of the fall and the 
bondage of man's will thereby, they preached the doctrine of salva
tion-salvation wholly of God; and again, preaching the doctrine 
of a free salvation, they held the doctrine of the fall and of the 
sovereign and eternal election of the sinner to pardon and life. 

Rome did neither the one nor the other. She neither believed in 
man's inability through the fall, . nor did she preach salvation wholly 
of God; and in this she acted consistently. She denied that man 
was morally disabled by his fail-in fact, she denied that man was 
fallen in any true sense of the term; he still retained the powerof so 
far working holiness in himself, and of meriting salvation. On· this 
foundation she reared, as is well known, a great fabric of salvation 
by .works. Accordingly, the first question to be discussed between 
the Romish and Protestant theologians in the sixteenth century was 
the nature of the fall, and whether there survived in man any 
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moral power of doing holy actions; and to this hour this is the 
deepest question between Romanism and Protestantism. 

Now, Broad Churchism a~d all classes of Rationalistic divines 
are in the same category in this respect with Roman theologians. 
They all underestimate the injury man sustained by the fall. They 
all hesitate to subscribe to the doctrine of Scripture and of our 
standards touching the corruption of man's whole nature, and 
the bondage and inability of his will; and so can neither see nor 
consistently teach the need of a salvation whiGh from first to last is 
of God. There is no logical necessity, springing out of their view 
of man's condition; that the sinner should be freely elected in 
eternity, and freely pardoned and sanctified in time; and, deemi~g 
such a salvation unnecessary and superfluous, it is not to be supposed 
that they will preach it. They cannot consistently give all its 
extent and amplitude to the gospel; they cannot give to it that free
ness and breadth which the Bible gives. Something more indefinite, 
something more vague, something more nebulous, they may preach; 
but the Gospel in length and breadth of its absolute freeness, they 
cannot attain to. THE CALVINISTIC THEOLOGIAN ONLY CAN D O THIS: 
and so long as he does this, he cannot well depart from the other 
great doctrines which are connected with a salvation wholly of God. 

The Church, therefore, must still keep inscribed upon her banner 
the old motto, "Salvation by grace." Nor need she be ashamed 
of her motto, now 6,000 years old. This is the only gospel which 
it is worth any man's while to preach to a world that is fallen; and 
nothing else is the Gospel. The flag that bears this motto has before 
this day waved triumphant over Paganism in the fifth century; it 
triumphed over Popery in the sixteenth; and it will be borne 
victorious over the third and last great battlefield. 

"FULL" 

Two ships were standing by the lake, " but the fishermen were gone 
out of them." There seems to be something very suggestive about a 
ship when it is moored, and empty at the place whence it sailed. 
Now it has returned to those who sent it, is quiet and at rest : the 
jeopardies and the charms of the voyage, the wonders of the 
trackless sea, the strange people of foreign places, are memories and 
records only. The records of certain ships on the Sea of Galilee 
are left to us by the Spirit of God in His blessed Book. On one 
occasion " there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat 
into the ship, so that it was now full-covered with the waves;" 
Matthew tells us. I have seen (once, or oftener) a small boat entirely 
covered with the sea-water in which it lay-submerged but not at 
all sinking. It must have been attached by so~ething tha t was 

r-/ .._... 
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sure and stedfast to the mainland. In the storm on the fake the 
boat being cover~d with the waves, the Lord was asleep at the stern, 
as if to leave the disciples to meet the onslaught of the waves at 
the prow. How could they help fearing that they would go down? 
But He (there is only one "He") arose and stilled the storm, and 
all danger (if there really was any danger when the Lord was there) 
was over. 

* * * 
No doubt . Job thought that his ship was filled to overflowing, 

when the unsympathetic and mistaken speeches of his friends fol
lowed the unhappy advice of his wife. He was full of confusion, 
full of tossings to and fro till the dawning of the day. The Psalmist 
was full of heaviness, full of troubles, as also was Epaphroditus 
' 'full of heaviness "-as if the Lord had said, Fill their vessels with 
the water of affliction up to the brim. All are to be changed into 
the wi'l1e of comfort and consolation when the right Il).Oment comes 
- " Pour out now"; and Job died comforted, enriched and full of 
d~. • 

* * * 
Paul wrote to the Romans that he was sure that when he came 

to visit them, it would be " in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel 
-of Christ." On such a subject we might well wonder where he 
would begin; he certainly could never end. Would it be with his 
own experience of it, when in sheer mercy and divine omnipotence 
he was taken from the humble pit and miry clay of the way he 
was taking? Or would he begin with the freeness of everlasting 
love ? The saints in Rome must be told of the life and sacrifice 
of Christ, th'e s~ving power of the Spirit, of the world to come. 
Well might Paul be "long preaching." 

* * · * 
. I thought also of what God said to Abraham-" the iniquity of 

the Amorites is not yet · full." God was telling his "friend" about 
the distressful bondage that was before his posterity. It was to 
last over 400 years. What a long time, but there was a reason for 
its length, besides its being m ade a pattern for the spiritual Israel 
to measure their leadings by. The oppressors must fill up the 
m easure of their iniquity so that it would appear before the world, 
that they were reaping· the reward of their wickedness, when they 
w ere swept off the earth. Perhaps we might wonder if the powers 
of' evil so manifest at the present time are hasting to their own 
d estruction. The psalmist would say : " Therefore will we heed not 
fear ... there is a river which makes glad the city of God." It is full 
Df the water of Life. FoLLOWER-ON. 

. . 
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MISSIONARY WORK IN INDIA 

[Extracts of the General Secretary's Report for 1954; 93rd Annuar 
Report of Strict Baptist Mission.] 

WE acknowledge the goodness and purpose of God in the continued 
opportunities of Christian work in India, and very often in our 
prayers we remember Mr. Nehru, the Prime Minister, and others: 
with him who have the tremendous task of seeking to lead the 
people of that great country. Political leaders have recently had a 
good deal to say about the position of Missionaries in India and 
the future of Christian work there, and in certain respects there are 
grounds for misgivings. It is, however, very clear that we can con
tinue our present work, with considerable liberty as to the methods
by means of which we seek to bring the Gospel to the people. In_ 
all this we praise God and desire to be diligent and faithful in 
using every precious opportunity thus extended to us. 

Our Missionaries have ·been preserved in health and strength, and 
once more we thank God for each of them, and we join in praise· 
for all that He has enabled them to be and to do. The prayers of 
friends on their behalf have been deeply appreciated, and we can 
assure them that in our partnership tog-ether we sincerely desire to· 
be constant in our praying for them. It is at the Throne of Grace 
tha t we and they can meet together in closest fellowship, and in 
our praying our greatest work is done. 

"The saints in prayer appear as one, 
· In word, and deed, and mind : 

While with the Father and the Son 
Swee t fellowship . they find." 

Our ultimate objective continues to be the independence of the· 
Churches in India, and we solicit the prayers of our many friend s
as we continue to work together to this end. We must pray for our 
Missionaries in all the problems '.Hith which they are confronted, 
and for the Indian Christians that they may grow in grace and 
strength, and that they may be given wisdom and ability to admin
ister the _ affairs of the local Churches. The sense of Church re" 
sponsibilitv and the desire to witness and to carry on evangelistic 
work in their own villages and towns needs to be intensified. and 
it is in all these things that we can as brothers and sisters in Christ 
stand beside our Indian friends to help and inspire and to wish 
_them well. The Lord is working amongst them. Souls are being 

· brought into the Light, and many are -bravely and faithfully wit
nessing, and together we praise God for every blessing. 
61 , Breakspears Road, Pastor J. K . THORPE. 
London, S.E.4. 

(" .Workers Together with those in India," 93rd Annual Report, 
6d. each, postage lid.). 
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"TAKE NOT THY - HOLY -SPIRIT FROM ME" 

When the Lord's people grieve the divine Spirit, then they are 
made to feel the painful effects of their sin by His absence and the 
withholding of His power. But H e is to abide, and does abide, 
with His people for ever. Though He suspends His operations, He 
does not take His presence wholly from us. If He Ciid, there would 
m:· no cry such as the Psalmist had, and many of us have had : 
'~Take not Thy Holy Spirit from me." That prayer is indited by 
the Spirit.-]. K. PoPHAM. 

jERUSALEM AND ITs T EMPLEs .-A \'aluable book, illustrated by 
twenty-two .pictures or drawings: 57 pages; price 4s. 6d. (postage 
5d.); to be obtained from Bishop D. A. Thompson, The Chapel and 
Biblical Museum, Turret House, Felpham, Bognor Regis, Sussex. 
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MAGAZI NE please place an order with a newsagent (6s. a y ear) or send 

postal s ubscription (7s . 6d.) t o The Bus iness Manager (Mr. B. S. T aylor), The 
Gospel Magazine Office, 69 F11ee t Street, London, E.C.4. Donations to The 
G ospel Magazine Fund are urgently n eed ed, and will be thankfully r eceived by 
t h e Business Ma nager on b ehalf of t!he Trustees of the Magazine. 

pE POOR CHRISTIANS' HEL-P SOCIETY. Under circums tances o.f specia l 
gra vity and pressing n eed. w e turn to our kind supporters, and to others 

who· h a ve no t previously h e lped us, for a special effort on b ehalf of our poor 
friends. W e have about 125 o f t hem on our b ooks . They have so much 
a pprec ia ted you r kind h e lp in former years, and we plead for the n eces sary 
m eans t o ch eer and comfort their hearts and confirm them in the fa ithfulnes s 
of t heir ·Coven an t God.-The COMMITTEE, Hon. Sec., Mrs. A . C. LEWIN, 
The Man se, High Street, E ving ton, L e icest er . 

BENJAMIN WILLS NEWTON.-The following Gospel Tracts for distribu-
ti on: 1\la+thew xxiv.'-xxv. Price 2s. 6d. Mille>llium and Israel'• Future. 

Price 2s. Mod ern Doctrines Respecting Sinles«ness Conside.red. P r ice · 6d. 
Dr. S. P . Tregelles, LL.D., Dr. C. Y. Biss, Mr. David Baron, and other s k ept 
in s tock . Free Lending Library of the same.-'-Mrs. S. R. Cottey, "Downside," 
Offing ton Lane, Worthing. 

WANTED. Free Grace Books and S~rmons (especially Dr. Gill , William 
Ga d sby, Thomas Bolton, Chris topher Love, Philpot, etc.) , Puritan 

Writin gs , also bound vols . of "G.S." for 1935 or later years.-Write : Geoffrey 
Willia ms, The Evangelical Li-brary, 78a, Chiltern Street, London, W.l. 

NATURE'S OWN TONIC. Pure Yeast Tablets. Rich in Vitamin B and 
ene r g is ing prote in·s , for loss Of appetite . general d ebili ty and n ervous 

s tra in . Contains no drugs or artificial stimulants. 100 1/ 9, 200 3/-, 400 5/3. 
Pos t Free .- Kings tone Laboratory, 116, London Road, Kingston-on-Tha m es. 


