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OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT. 

"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort 
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 

comforted of God."-2 CoRINTHIANS i. 4. 

" WE LOOK FOR THE SA VI OUR" 
"For our conversation is in heaven, .from whence also we look for 

the Saviour, the Lord ]esus Christ."-Philippians 3: 20. 

PHILIPPI is described in Acts 16 : 12 as "the chief city of that part 
of Macedonia, and a Colony "-i.e. a Roman colony. The Philip
pians were proud of;. their Roman citizenship, and to this Paul 
evidently made allusion. But · he said : " Our citizenship is in 
heaven." The word used for " conversation" here means our 
citizenship or our seat of citizenship, our base of operations. The 
Lord's people are citizens of the heavenly country; their Head is 
there, and they look for His promised coming again. To Him 
they would humbly say : 

Thy love sustains us on our way, 
While pilgrims here below; 

Thou dost, 0 Saviour, day by day, 
The suited grace bestow. 

But 0 the more we learn of Thee, 
And Thy rich mercy prove, 

The more we long Thy face to see 
And fully know Thy love. 

-Dr. S. P. Tregelles, 1855. 
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The Saviour has, we believe, promised to come again : 

" Let not your heart be troubled : ye believe in God, believe 
also in Me. In My Father's house are many mansions ; if it 
were not so, I would have told you : I go to prepare a place 
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you unto Myself, that where I am, there 
ye may be also" (John 14: 1-3). 

At His ascension His coming again was re-affirmed by two in 
white apparel : 

" Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? 
This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come, in like manner as ye have seen Him go into 
heaven" (Acts 1 : 11 ). 

When we partake of the Lord's supper, we have in view the 
Lord's coming again. Peter declared that " the heavens must receive 
(Him), until the times of restitution of all things" (Acts 3 : 21). 
H ence Paul wrote of the Lord's Supper : 

" For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
shew the Lord's death till He come" (1 Cor. 11 : 26). 

We shew (not " show forth"), i.e. announce, publish, proclaim, 
the Lord 's death until His bodily return. We publish to one another 
that our sole trust is in His sin-atoning Sacrifice; we feed on Him 
by faith ; and we look for His coming from heaven. " And as it is 
appointed once to die, but after this the Judgment, so Christ was 
once offered to bear the sins of many, and unto them that look for 
Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation " 
(Hebrews 9: 27, 28). 

Thou art coming ! At Thy table 
We are witnesses for this, 

While remembering hearts Thou meetest, 
In communion clearest, sweetest, 

Earnest of our coming bliss; 
Showing not Thy death alone, 

And Thy love exceeding great, 
But Thy coming and Thy throne, 

All for which we long and wait. 
-F. R. Havergal, 1873. 

The same truth is expressed in the verses of Bishop Edward 
H enry Bickersteth's hymn "Till H e come," 1869. 

To this hope Paul directed the hearts of Christian mourners. 
H e would not have them ignorant concerning those who were 
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asleep, that they should sorrow not, even as others who had no 
hope ( l ' Thess. 4·: 13). " For if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them which sleep in (or through) .Jesus will God 
bring with him " (verse 14). 

" For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, That we 
who are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord, shall 
not prevent (precede) them which are asleep, For the Lord 
Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the 'Archangel, and with the trump of God : and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord " ( 1 Thess. 4 : 15~ 17). 

He added : " Wherefore comfort one another with these words " 
(ver-se 18). We are to support one another in our times of sorrow 
with these words of blessed hope. 

Lamb of God ! Thou soon in glory 
Wilt to this sad earth return 

All Thy foes shall quake bef-ore Thee, 
All that now despise Thee mourn : 

Then Thy saints shall rise to meet Thee, 
With Thee in Thy kingdom reign; 

Thine the praise, and Thine the glory, 
Lamb of God for sinners slain ! 

-f. G. Deck, 1838. 

It is sometimes said that Paul abandoned this hope of a personal 
return of the Saviour, and that towards the end · of his life he 
adopted a broader and wider view. Such is the language of some 
of those who do not believe in the Lord's promised second coming. 
But a consideration of the text, Phil. 3 : 20, written in Paul's first 
imprisonment, and especially a consideration of Titus 2 : 13, written 
still later, shows that he retained his God-given hope to the end : 

" Looking for the blessed (happy) hope and the glorious 
appearing of the great God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people (a people 
for His own possession), zealous of good works " (Titus 
2: 13-14.) 

It was a "happy " hope, full of cheer, joy, and gladness. 

It is a hope also that has practical, spiritual effect in the lives of 
those who look, watch, and wait for, the Saviour's second coming. 
"We know that when H e shall appear, we shall be like Him; for 
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we shall see Him as He is : And every man that hath this hope in 
him, purifieth himself, even as He is pure" (1 John 3 : 2, 3). 
Blessed by the Holy Spirit, the hope has a purifying effect upon the 
life. Peter said much the same as John: "Seeing then that all 
these things shall be dissolved, What manner of persons ought ye 
to be in all holy conversation (living) and godliness, looking for 
and hasting unto (earnestly desiring) the coming of the day of God " 
(2 Pet. 3: 11, 12). 

The hope, moreover, speaks of the Lord's victory and triumph. 

Oh, the j()y to see Thee reigning, 
Thee, my own beloved Lord, 

Every tongue Thy Name confessing
Worship, honour, glory, blessing, 

Brought to . Thee with one accord; 
Thee, my Master and my Friend, 

Vindicated and Enthroned, 
Unto earth's remotest end 

Glorified, adored, and owned ! 
-F. R. Havergal. 

I know that many friends tend. to shrink from this subject as 
being too speculative, or they are put off from it by the too 
dogmatic spirit of those who hold differing views about the Lord's 
coming. It is not ours to fix dates, or even to fit in every pro
phesied event in its order and place. But I believe that the true 
child of God, who humbly follows the plain statements of Scripture, 
will love the promised appearing of his Lord and Saviour. He will 
watch and wait for his Lord. His " base of operations " is in 
heaven, from whence he looks for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

w .o.s. 

THE PocKET CoMMENTARY. By Basil F. C. Atkinson, M.A. , 
Ph.D., Under-Librarian of Cambridge University. Part One, 
Genesis, chapters 1-9; 100 pages; 2/- ; Henry E. Walther, L_td., 
Central Buildings, Bath Place, Worthing, Sussex. 

The Commentary is designed to be expository, homiletical, and 
devotional. It is written by one who is loyal to the historical truth 
of the Bible. While we may not follow all its interpretations, it 
will be found useful, informing, and stimulative of Bible-study. 

Each part is desi!?ned to consist of about 100 pag~s. Three parts 
have already been Issued on the book of Genesis. 
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~ermonu ann ~otcu of ~ermons. 
" THIS MAN RECEIVETH SINNERS " 

BY THE REV. JAMES BATTERSBY (SHEFFIELD), 1879 

"This Man receiveth sinners."-(Luke 15: 2). 

THERE is something about this expression that I like exceedingly. 
J:Ie is a receiver of sinners. Literally, He received publicans and 
smners. 

There are those who would feel ashamed to be seen speaking a 
kind word to great sinners. I do not see any scriptural reason why 
they should. As soon as we have been taught our own sinnership 
we should have a feeling of sympathy for others. 

It is a good thing to be a sinner-that is, a penitent sinner in God's 
sight. But it needs the Holy Ghost to make a sinner. Perhaps some 
of you do not understand what I mean. Well, you must think 
about what I say. 

There were some persons that our Lord did not fraternise with, 
nor did He seem to be very favourable towards them. We gather 
from the 2nd chapter of St. Mark's Gospel that there were some 

-who thought themselves very good. Jesus said to them: "They 
that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are 
sick" (verse 17). How true this is. Who ever thinks of sending
for a physician when he is well? We can understand persons taking 
medicine when they are sick. Our Lord uses a striking illustration. 
Those who are sick need a physician, but not those who are well. 
" He came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." 
This is our Lord's own practical application of His own saying. 

We do read of a sin which shall not be forgiven : " Blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men, neither in 
this world, neither in the world to come" (Mat. 12 : 31, 32). I see 
no hope for those who die finally impenitent. The god of this 
world blinds their minds and they are lost (II Cor. 4: 3, 4). How 
terrible the thought. Our Lord denounced some when He was here 
on earth. I refer to the Scribes and Pharisees in the 23rd of St. 
Matthew's Gospel. Hear His words: "Woe unto you Scribes and 
Pharisees-hypocrites ! " What a denunciation, and how often 
repeated. No one can bless like the Lord, and no one can curse 
like Him. He cursed the serpent-He cursed the ground-He 
cursed Cain (Gen. 3: 14, 17; Gen. 4: 11). And for further blessing 
and cursing see the 28th of Deuteronomy. I called to see a friend 
of mine the other day who was sick and weak, and in the course of 
conversation he remarked, " that nobody could bless and curse like 
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the Bible-that the Holy Ghost seems to exhaust the meaning of 
words." How true this is when viewed in connection with those 
who are saved and those who are lost. The former blessed with 
irreversible blessings, and the latter cursed with irreversible curses. 

But here will arise a very important question. Is sin an obstacle 
in the way of God's saving the sinner? What do you think? Let us 
speak to you familiarly and friendly this evening. You must have 
some idea in your own minds upon this point. Let us repeat the 
question. Is sin an obstacle in the way of God saving the sinner? 
My answer is NO ! 

Now, I shall take St. Paul's words as bearing upon this. " And 
you hath He quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins." 
Well, where is the obstacle to quickening the sinner? " Wherein 
in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now 
worketh in the children of disobedience : among whom also we all 
had our conversation in times past, in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling 
the desires of the flesh .and of the mind, and were by nature the 
children of wrath, even as others." These persons were the children 
of wrath, or wrathful children. "But God, Who is rich in mercy, 
for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead 
in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ" (by grace ye are 
saved) (Ephesians 2 : 1 to 5). Now, do you think that their 
trespasses and their sins were an obstacle in God's way of saving · 
them? The greatness of a sin cannot keep a sinner out of heaven. 
Jesus saves the chief of sinners, and such was Paul (I Timothy 1 : 15). 

But · now I want to say something more to you. I venture to 
make a statement, and if I cannot substantiate it, then I do not ask 
you to believe it. And if I do substantiate it then it is not my own, 
for it will have a " thus saith the Lord " for it. I think this is a 
fair way of putting it. Well, I venture to say that there are as 
great sinners saved and gone . to heaven as any that ever went to 
hell, or ever will go. Is it so? I will say it again. That there 
are as great sinners saved and gone to heaven as any that ever went 
to hell, or ever will go. Are you saying?-" Now, you are begin
ning with your extreme views again." Of course, I am very extreme, 
for I wish salvation to be all of grace, and not a whit of works. 

Now, let us see what is said in the 6th chapter of St. Paul's 1st 
Epistle to the Corinthians, beginning at the 9th verse : " Know ye 
not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost, which is in 
you, which ye have of God." "Be not deceived: neither fornicators, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, 'nor abusers of them-
5elves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God." What 
a category! What a black list! I have not made it. It is what 
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the Apostle says. But now look: " A nd such w ere some of you " .....:... 
deceivers, fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, effeminate, beasts, 
thieves, covetous, drunkards, revilers and extortioners. What now ? 
"But ye are washed "-in the blood of the Lamb-" but ye are 
sanctified "-by God the Father in Christ Jesus- " but ye are 
justified in the Name of the Lord J esus, and by the Spirit of our 
God" (I Cor. 6: 9, 11). 

Is my statement true or false? But it is not mine beloved, it is 
the very truth of God's Word. " Where sin abounded grace did 
much more abound " (Romans 5: 20). It is the grace of God in 
Christ triumphant over sin and all the sins of a believer in Jesus. 

Now, do you think that there are as great sinners saved and gone 
to heaven as any that ever went to hell, or ever will go? If you 
are not satisfied, I am; and so was St. Paul, and so was dear old 
John Bunyan, and many others. I believe that all those who have 
gone to heaven would subscribe to what I have just said. 

O LD TE STAMENT EXAMPLES 

I will mention some of the characters in the Old Testament. 
We like to speak well of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and so we 
ought, so far as we see the grace of God at work in them. But 
Abraham had been an idolater, and in Egypt he acted the part of 
a deceiver and a liar; he was never saved by his works. I saac acted 
like his fa ther ; and Jacob was probably the worst of the three. You 
know what a character he was. These three men would have to 
vail their faces before God, and cry, " Unclean! " " Unclean! " 

And what can we say for the meek and pious Moses? A murderer ! 
And what can we say for Samson and David, and a host of others? 
Murderers and adulterers. I pass over Lot, and some as bad as he, 
and I ask : Are there not as great sinners saved as any tha t are 
lost? Grace makes all the difference. 

I must touch upon the character of M a nasseh . Turn to the 2nd 
Book of Chronicles, the 33rd chapter, and read the account of this 
man, both of his iniquities and also of his conversion. We find that 
he was an idolatrous person-a worshipper of Baal, and that he 
encouraged witchcraft; and as we read in the 9th verse, " he made 
Judah and the inhabitants of J erusalem to err, and to do worse 
than the heathen whom the Lord had destroyed before the children 
of Israel." Could there have been a worse man ? Well, now, the 
Lord had chosen this man for a vessel of mercy ; and He knew 
when and where to catch him. " Wherefore the Lord brought 
upon them the captains of the host of the King of Assyria, which 
took Manasseh among the thorns, and bound him in fetters, and 
carried him to Babylon " '(verse 11). Why among the thorns? It 
is a grand thing to be taken among the thorns, for they will prick 
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and make a . person cry out. When Manasseh was c.arried to 
Babylon he did not find it a very pleasant place. How could it be 
pleasant to dwell in fetters and bondage. So, spiritually, Manasseh 
was made to feel his affliction and trouble in captivity; and hence 
we read : " When he was in affliction he besought the Lord his 
God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers, 
and prayed unto Him; and He was intreated of him, and heard his 
supplication, and brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom." 
What a change! Before he was an idolator, and an encourager 
of all that was evil, but now he is a servant of the Most High God. 
" He repaired the altar of the Lord, and sacrificed thereon peace 
offerings, and thank offerings, and commanded Judah to serve the 
Lord God of Israel." This he did by the grace of God. When the 
Lord works who shall hinder Him? 

NEW TESTAMENT EXAMPLES 

Let us now pass from the Old into the New Testament, and see 
if we cannot find two or three illustrations of our subject there. 

I read of a Magdalene out of whom were cast seven demons. 
She fell at the Saviour's feet and worshipped Him (Luke 8: 2). 
I read -of her, or of another woman, weeping and washing the 
Saviour's feet with tears, and anointing them with the hairs of her 
head, kissing them, and anointing them with ointment. To her 
our Lord spake most graciously : " Thy sins are forgiven thee ' ' 
(Luke 7). 

Another striking illustration you have in the 5th chapter of St. 
Mark's Gospel. A man with an unclean spirit met our Lord in 
the country of the Gadarenes. He had dwelt among the tombs 
and could not be bound with chains, nor tamed by man. Our Lord 
cast out the unclean spirit which was legion, or many, and the man 
wasfound sitting, clothed, and in his right mind. The Lord's power 
and grace frequently go together. 

What shall we say for St. Paul? The Lord saved him though h'O: 
had been a blasphemer, a persecutor, and injurious (I Tim. 1 : 13). 
It is indeed " a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." · 

He takes a thief from the cross straight to heaven. " This d ay 
shalt thou be with Me in Paradise." Some of His very murderers, 
as far as I can see, were brought to a knowledge of the truth upon 
the day of Pentecost. And then the Lord acts in a sovereign and 
gracious way. 

Why do I say these things? Is it to encourage persons in their 
sins? No, on the contrary, it is more for the encouragement of 
some great sinners who may be here tonight, and who feel tha t 
they dare not venture near the Lord Jesus Christ. For the encour-
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agement of such I say that there is no sin so great but that the Lord 
can blot it out, and save the sinner. The Lord alone saves the 
sinner, and blots out his transgressions; and when He saves, it is 
with everlasting salvation. God's grace saves and not man's merit. 
Salvation is not a bargain between God and the sinner. By Almighty 
conquering grace are ye saved through the faith of God's operation. 
Works are excluded, for salvation is the gift of God. 

THE BACKSLIDER 

Let us now touch upon another character, and there may be 
such a one present in this congregation tonight. Someone says : 
"Well, there was a time when I felt that I had an interest in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Everything that I had seemed to be connected 
with Him. I could not do without Him. But now I am lifeless and 
dead. I have gone back. The joy and gladness I had are gone, 
and altogether I do not feel any warmth towards the Saviour. I 
am as if I had neither part nor lot in the Lord. I do not enjoy 
His presence. I am a backslider, and have done many things of 
which I am now ashamed."' 

Have you ever been in the Lord Jesus Christ, vitally and experi
mentally? If so, for your comfort and encouragement I will men
tion a few cases where the Lord has dealt graciously. You remem
ber Noah; he got drunk. Did the Lord cast him off because of his 
sin? No! He gathered him up, and this is what the Lord does 
with His own. Lot committed one of the foulest sins. Did the Lord 
cast him off in his sin? No ! the Lord saved him. David was a 
murderer and an adulterer. He committed the grossest sins. Did 
the Lord cast him off? No! He brought him to a better mind, in 
the valley of humiliation, and forgave him his transgressions and his 
sins. What did Peter do? He denied his Lord and Master with 
oaths and curses. And what did the other disciples do? "They all 
forsook Him and fled." 

Did the Lord cast them off? No? He gave Peter a look which 
broke his heart, and brought him to himself. He gathered him up 
again. The disciples were those whom Jesus loved, and He loved 
them unto the end. Hear His own words : " Having loved His own 
which were in the world, He loved them unto the end." How 
gracious and kind are the words of the Lord : " I will heal their 
backsliding; I will love them freely." It is indeed free love . Jesus 
loves and saves a man not for what he does, but having loved him 
and saved him He makes him do those things which are pleasing 
in His sight. 

SOME SIGNS 

Again, there may be a person present who is saying, " I wish I 
had some sign or signs that I am one of the Lord's children." 
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Many persons have wished for signs to prove to them that they are 
God's children. 

I will mention two or three signs in a cluster, Is God humbling 
you in your own soul? If so, this is a good sign. Has God broken 
your heart as He did David's when H e said: "The sacrifices of God 
are a broken spirit ; a broken a nd a contrite heart, 0 God, Thou 
wilt not despise " (Psalm 51 : 17). " He healeth the broken in 
heart, and bindeth up their wounds" (Psalm 147 : 3). This is the 
Lord's work. Have you this sign? 

Do you feel to hunger for the bread of life? and to thirst for the 
pure water of life? Excellent signs. Do yo ... desire to be fed with 
food from lfim? Do you long to drink from that fountain which is 
clear as crystal? Are you clinging helplessly to the Lord Jesus 
Christ? Is He your only hope and your only refuge? If so, these 
are signs that you are a child of God in deed and in truth. 

You may not be able to tell a fine tale about your conversion, 
nor yet be able to say much about your conversion, nor yet be able 
to say much about your experience. I am sure you would feel 
ashamed of a great deal of it if you were to tell the truth. You 
know a good deal that you have felt merits condemnation. It is 
not a fine tale that makes a Christian. God sees and knows the 
very thoughts and desires of your hearts, and if He has taught 
you to feel your need of Him, then we can exclaim in the words of 
our text: "This Man"-the M ighty God-Man, Chri.st Jesus-"This 
Man receiveth sinners," and great -sinners too, " and eateth with 
them." 

(Extract from a Sermon, November 6th, 1879). 

THE VENERATION OF RELICS (Illustrated from Brittany); by Mrs. 
G. M. Boley, Willow Cottage, Dundry, near BristoL-Mrs. Boley 
will be known to some of our readers for her interesting booklet, 
"A Visit to the Irish Church Missions, Dublin." She has now 
written on one aspect of her visits to Brittany. (Mrs. Boley is 
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer for England for The· Breton 
Evangelical Mission) . The Veneration of Relics has a great hold 
in Roman Catholic Brittany, and Mrs. Boley ha~ given a very im
pressive description of what goes on. T o it she has added a pene
trating discussion of seven Biblical passages to which Roman 
Catholics have referred in support of their p ractice. We recom
mend this pamphlet (8 pp.; price 3d.) as helpful to those in touch 
with Roman Catholics. Mrs. Boley, who is a reader of The Gospel 
M aga;:.in~e, is .a member of the congregation of St. Mary-le-Port, 
Bristol. 
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l)ilgrtm l)aptr£5' 
A CHRISTMAS LETTER 

BY WILLIAM ROMAINE TO ONE OF HIS SISTERS 

MY dear Sister,-Although I have not heard from you for some time, 
yet I cannot help wishing you every Christmas blessing. And what 
these are, how many, how great, none can telL 

It is the great mystery of godliness : God manifest in the flesh
God born for us in the flesh-born in us by the Spirit. Then we 
keep our Christmas, when we are new born, the children of God by 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

This new birth of Christ, formed in us and dwelling in our hearts 
by faith, appears as our birth into this world does. The new-born 
babe enters the world with crying : so they who have received the 
Spirit of adoption cry, "Abba, Father." They are the brethren 
of Christ, one with Him ; and His Father is their Father. 0 inestim
able privilege! What a blessing to believe it! what blessings come 
from enjoying it! How many soever they be, I wish them yours. 

When the infant is born, it cries for food; in like manner, be
lievers, as new-born babes, desire the sincere milk of the Word, that 
they may grow thereby. In Christ their souls live, as their bodies 
do in this world : on Him also they live, and by feeding on His 
Word, and mixing prayer and praise with it, they grow up into Him 
in all things-doing nothing, either temporal or spiritual, but by 
the faith of the Son of God. For ever blessed are they who keep 
such a Christmas-who can call Christ their Brother, His Father 
their Father, by the indwelling Spirit, and who can evidence this 
to themselves and others by a conversation directed to the glory of 
God. 

Thus would I live, thus may you live !-in Christ, and on Christ, 
and to Christ. If we receive much from Him, let us not rob Him 
of His honour. If we do much for Him, we have nothing to boast 
of; for He worketh in us both to will and to do. 

I am for good works as much as any of them: but I would 
do them to a right end, and upon a right motive : and after all, 
having done the best that can be done, I would not lay the weight 
of the least tittle of my salvation-no, not one atom of it-upon 
them. It all rests on Christ-He is my only Foundation
He is my T opstone : and all the building, laid on Him, groweth 
up into a holy temple in the Lord. He has done all for me : He 
does all in me: He does all by me. To Him be all the glory for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
Letter 26. WILLIAM RoMAINE. 

December 22nd, 1772. 

i 
.! 
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THREE WORDS 

IN 1 Samuel 16 we read that (being so commanded) David came 
to see Saul. Saul " loved him greatly," and made him his armour
bearer. Also he (David) was to play on his harp when " the evil 
spirit from God " was upon Saul ; the music would recover him. 
And so it was; and for many years David's love and loyalty, being 
fed by God, stood the brunt of the king's persistent onslaughts of 
envy and hatred. 

On two occasion especially David's ()fficers wanted but the word 
-they would strike but once, and David's persecution would be 
over. But David absolutely forbade such a course, he would rather 
wait all his life for God's deliverance than take such means for his 
emancipation. In 1 Samuel 26 the king and his discarded armour
bearer met for the last time. At the command of God (Who is 
love) the old affection flamed up. David made a gracious, truthful 
speech, and Saul, quite melted and moved, returned it in the 
kindest words : " Blessed be thou my son David, thou shalt both do 
great things and also shalt prevail." 

With that they parted for the last time; Saul "returned to his 
place." One might have thought that, after so marked a deliver
ance, David would feel free to go about at large. But he had 110 

stock of · trust in man, not even in princes. The children of God 
are not left to trust in man; they are too poor for that; they must 
trust in God, and He often and often keeps them waiting till they 
see His deliverance, and faith seems to be hanging on to nothing. 

" ACHISH BELIEVED DAVID" 

The best David could do was to return to Achish, who seems to 
have been a kinder man than many of them. H e gave David 
Ziklag for himself and all besides pertaining to him-his 600 war
riors-and there they lived for sixteen months. David took the 
opportunity of fighting with certain hereditary foes of Israel; but, 
when Achish asked him what he had been doing, he said that he 
had been fighting Israel (Achish's own foes). It says : "And Achish 
believed David." 

These woros, "Achish believed David," always seem to carry 
a pang with them. The Moabitish king accepted the answer, feeling 
that, coming from a man such as David, it must be true. So David 
had that affliction added to his other griefs-the weight of the 
untruth. In great mercy God disposed the Philistine lords to suspect 
him-so Achish sent him away. It would have been a woeful 
thing if David had been found fighting against Israel on Gilboa: 

" I AM JOSEPH " 

"Achish believed David "-three words full of import. I thought 
of many three words that do the same. " I am foseph," for instance. 
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With that declaration light and understanding flooded the past 
twenty-six years or so, of grief, of the mysteries of unfulfilled 
promises, and added wrongs. Who has not felt it? But the " called, 
chosen, and faithful," the dear family of God, learn of Him; they 
" love another," "pray without ceasing," and wait for Him. Joseph's 
father was yet alive, and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is yet 
alive, and will be alive to the end of eternity to bless and comfort 
them. 

" THE BABE WEPT " 

In Exodus 2 : 6 we read : " And the babe wept." Why did he 
weep? He looked up, and saw not his own mother who loved 
him; but he saw a strange face, a smiling one, doubtless, and beauti
ful, but yet strange-it was the face of an Egyptian. There were 
tears on his cheeks; and certainly there might well be tears, if -he 
had known how the Egyptians were even then treating the family 
of Israel. There lay in the centuries before him untold afflictions 
in the history of his people; Egypt would be no resting place for 
them, Babylon a masterpiece of cruelty and wrong. But it would 
not always be so. Moses had a song to sing; he could refrain his 
voice from weeping and his eyes from tears. Moses was on the 
holy mount with the Lamb; before long " It is finished " and " He 
is risen " were to become the themes of everlasting joy. 

FoLLOWER-oN. 

The Holy Spirit comes as the revealer of the Gospel. This He 
does more or less gradually, as when one, seeing himself to be a 
sinner, is led to pray. How can he pray? He has offended God; 
how can he pray? He is polluted; how can he pray?' Ought he 
to pray? He has no courage to pray, and says the enemy: "You 
have no right to pray. If you pray, He may even send forth a 
terrible flash of His justice and power, and cut you off in your sin." 
I used to fear God would do that to me, if I prayed. How then 
can a sinner pray? The Holy Ghost shows him a new way, " a new 
and living way" in the Lord Jesus; a fountain of blood to wash 
away sin, a robe of righteousness to justify the ungodly, a mediator 
in heaven to open His mouth for the dumb. That opens the heart 
to pray. The first time I ever felt any courage to pray was when I 
saw that the blood of Christ could cleanse and save my soul. 

-The late Pastor ]. K. Popham. 
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~ur taoung fol~' 10agr. 

HIDDEN II\ THE ROCK 

A TERRIBLE snowstorm once swept over the north of Scotland, un
usual because it came, not in the depths of winter, but in the late 
Spring. The season is slow to come in those northern regions, but 
that year May had been a beautiful sunny month; the tree-buds 
were bursting, the first flowers showing, and the birds joyously 
singing. Then suddenly came this great storm, and the air was thick 
with snow, falling heavily for many hours. 

Many lives were lost in that long-remembered night, and many 
were the stories told of tragedy or rescue. 

When the snow had ceased at last, the men of one of the villages 
began to dig a way through the glen to the moor beyond. It was 
not long before they were shocked to come upon the dead body of 
a woman. On digging out the corpse, awestruck and sad, they 
recognised a young widow from their own village. The girl was 
wearing only her indoor dress; her shawl and heavy plaid were 
missing. As the men wondered and exclaimed, one of them thought 
he heard a little cry. All stood still, to listen eagerly; a nd now 
all heard a baby's feeble wail. Hunting about and looking round, 
they spied a cleft in a great rock beside the glen, with the edge of 
a plaid just showing. There they found the dead girl's baby boy, 
safe and warm, carefully wrapped in his mother's shawl with the 
plaid tucked in around him. 

The sad procession returned to the village, bearing the dead girl's 
body, and one of the men following with the baby in his arms, still 
wrapped in his mother's plaid. The girl, only lately widowed and 
left with one little son, was well-known in the village, and respected 
by everybody. Her trust was in the Almighty, and to Him she gave 
the honour due unto His Name. 

The dead girl's friends could only guess at what happened that 
dreadful night; but it was found that she must have heen overtaken 
by the storm in the early evening, as she was making her way home 
from another village. Evidently she had managed to struggle over 
the moor in the face of the storm; but when she entered the deep 
narrow glen which led to her own village, her strength failed. Did 
she remember the hollow place in the great rock? or was it suddenly 
lit up by one of the awful flashes of lightning which all remembered? 
In some way the Lord had led her to the cleft in the rock, where 
she must have decided to leave the baby, whilst she tried to struggle 
on herself to get help. So she had taken off her outdoor things to 

wrap him in, and then had laid the warm living bundle in the 
sheltered hollow. All who knew her said she would have been 
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crying to God all the while. Then she set forth again, only to fall 
exhausted in the drifting snow. 

The little village was much moved. There were no relations at 
all, but the neighbours joined in arranging for the burial, and one 
good woman took the baby boy into her own home. Herself an 
earnest Christian, she knew what the dead girl would have wanted 
for her son, and from the first she tried to bring him up in the 
fear of God. She taught him from the Scriptures, took him regu
larly to the kirk, and trained him to remember the Lord's Day, and 
to keep it holy. 

Jamie, as I will call him, did not of course remember his mother, 
but surrounded as he was with care and love, he did not miss her. 
From the first he was told of his mother's sacrifice for him, and 
of his being found in the rocky cleft. The story became too familiar 
to the boy for it to impress him very m1ilch; but it always remained 
in his memory. 

Sad to say, young Jamie turned out badly. In spite of his 
foster-mother's care, the boy grew up wilful and disobedient ; and 
no sooner had his schooldays passed than he got into the worst sort 
of company. Before long Jamie was in prison, and for years the 
lad was in and out of jail, ending up with seven years of penal 
servitude. His poor foster-mother was almost heart-broken; it 
seemed as if the prayers of two good women for that boy were as 
water spilt upon the ground. 

When his long sentence was over, Jamie made no attempt to go 
home; he enlisted in a Highland regiment. The Crimean War was 
going on; Jamie's regiment was sent out to active service, and soon 
Jamie was in the thick of the fighting. At last, one of his legs was 
shot off by a cannon-ball, and in great pain and distress the poor 
man was finally landed in hospital at Scutari. 

Now at last Jamie was obliged to be still and quiet. He remem
bered his home, his kind foster-mother, and the story of his own 
111other's love. Then one night a Christian nurse began singing to 
the men. One of the hymns she chose had this refrain : 

" Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee " ! 

Jamie was much moved. The singer, seeing his distress, came to 
his bedside to speak to him. Jamie told her how as a baby he had 
been hidden in the cleft of a rock, and so saved from the storm. 
The Christian lady told him of the Lord .Jesus Christ, that He is 
Himself a hiding-place from the wrath of God for all who trust in 
His atoning sacrifice on the cross. J amie seemed greatly impressed, 
and it was hoped that there had been a work of God in his soul. 

But health and strength returned ; Jamie began to get about on his 
wooden leg, and he was discharged from the Army, and sent home 
on a pension. It soon became obvious that there was as yet no 
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real repentance, for before long Jamie was back in his old ways, 
falling into drunkenness and evil-doing, and spending his money 
on his lusts. 

The · pensioner did not settle anywhere, but in wandering from 
place to place, he carrie into the neighbourhood of his old home. 
He decided to go and visit his birthplace. Many years had passed 
since as a lad he left the village, and now all seemed strange. There 
was no familiar face to be seen, and nobody recognised Jamie. But 
he would not leave without finding his mother's grave, so on the 
Sabbath he limped into the kirk-yard. To his astonishment and 
pleasure, the grave had been carefully tended, and the grassy mound 
was thick with daisies. 

Thoughts that had long been strange to him now filled poor 
Jamie's heart. Memories of the Word of God learnt so long ago 
crowded in upon his soul, convicting him of his sin, and of his 
worthlessness before God. He crept after the villagers into the kirk. 
There he heard the minister preach the Gospel of the grace of God; 
he heard again of a. Saviour Who came into the world to save 
sinners, even such as he. The soldier sank down in the pew, weeping 
bitterly. There the Lord met with him, and there H e had mercy 
on him. Naked and foul, Jamie fled to the fountain that was opened 
for sin and for uncleanness, and there he was cleansed in the blood 
of Christ, and clothed with His righteousness. 

Jamie lived five more years, during which he gave much proof 
of the change which God had so mercifully wrought in him. It was 
always a matter of wonder to him that he who .had been hidden in 
the rocky cleft, should have been roused to think of his spiritual 
danger by Toplady's "Rock of Ages," sung so long afterwards! 
Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall under
stand the loving-kindness of the Lord. 

DAMA/RIS. 

ScRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 23 

The whole : King David was provided with this by Barzillai. 

1. David likened our days to this. 
2. D escribes the room prepared for the Passover. 
3. Nahum says that" the Lord hath His way in the whirlwind and 

in the " this. 
4. Men will be these in the last days. 
5. H e said, " It is the Lord : let Him do what seemeth Him 

good." , 
6. H e came from a town where the Lord attended a wedding. 
7. The Greek name for the angel of the bottomless pit. · 
8. The land where Cain dwelt. 
9. H e was sad as he walked. 

10. A great woman prepared a little chamber for this man. ; 
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SoLUTION OF No. 22 

The whole: Laodiceans (Col. 4: 16). 

1. Letter (II Kings 19 : 14). 
2. Abhor (Romans 12: 9). 
3. Orpah (Ruth 1 : 14). 
4. Danced (Matt. 14 : 6). 
5. Image (Dan. 3 : 1). 
6. Cloak (II Tim. 4: 13). 
7. Egyptian (Gen. 16: 1). 
8. Afflicted (James 5: 13). 
9. Nicodemus (John 7: 50). 

10. Seventh (Genesis 2 : 3). 

THE REFORMATION TRANSLATION FELLOWSHIP 

The Reformation Translation Fellowship is a Fellowship for the 
translation and publication of Chinese Christian literature. Its 
publications reach Chinese readers in many lands. 

We are very glad to draw the attention of readers of The GosjJel 
Magazine to its work. Its doctrinal basis is "the Reformed or 
Calvinistic interpretation of Christianity as set forth in the West-
minster Confession of Faith." · 

It issues a Chinese journal called "The R eformed Faith and 
Life," and it has translated into Chinese such books as The Reformed 
Doctrine of Predestination (Loraine Boettner), Vicarious Atonement 
through Christ (Louis Berkhof), The Inspiration of the Scriptures 
(Loraine Boettner), and other works. 

The British Branch of the R .T.F. ~eld its first official meeting dt 
St. Stephen's Vicarage, Clapham Park, the Rev. C. Carter having 
volunteered the use of his vicarage. The Secretary is Mr. Norman 
A. MacMillan (formerly of Doncaster, but now residing at 78 Brook-
hawse Road, Bellingham, London, S.E.6). The British Committee . 
includes the names of Mr . .John A. Titcombe (London), Mr. Peter .l! 
Collins (London), the Rev. G. N. M. Collins, B.D., Chairman 
(Edinburgh), Mr. Hugh Mackay, M .A. (Glasgow), the Rev. Adam 
Loughridge B.A. (Portrush , N. Ireland). 

In the last Annual Report of the British Branch Mr. MacMillan 
wrote: · 

"We wish to thank all contributors for their support, and we 
earnestly pray that God may be pleased to bless our 
endeavours, not only to the furthering of the Gospel in the 
Orient, but also to stimulate a renewed interest in Great 
Britain, where Calvinism in its vital power has long suffered 
eclipse." 
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~rottstant meacon. 
DUBLIN PREACHER AND HYMNWRITER 

CENTENARY OF THE DEATH OF THOMAS KELLY (1769-1855) 

Tms year marks the centenary of the death of Thomas Kelly. He 
is largely recollected as a gifted hymn writer ; but in his day he was 
also an eminent preacher of the Word and exponent of the doctrines 
of grace. He was the son of the Rt. Hon. Chief Baron Kelly, a 
Judge of Ireland. At a very early age he is said to have borne 
strong impressions of eternity. 

I.-EARLY PREACHING IN DUBLIN 

His fa ther, being a Judge, had intended him for the Bar; but the 
counsel of God directed otherwise, and Thomas felt a Divine call 
for preaching the Word. He was ordained into th~ established 
church about the year 1792, and commenced preaching in Dublin. 
The course that he adopted meant that he met with much oppo
sition from his relations, not so much, perhaps) from the fact of his 
response to the call of the ministry, but from the doctrines he was 
led to preach, as he had been taught of God : justification by faith 
alone, and not by works. How true it is, that when a man proclaims 
the whole counsel of God, he finds himself at enmity with all that is 
of the world, the flesh and the Devil! He often said that to have 
had to have suffered at the stake would have been a less trial to 
him than to have so estranged himself from those he dearly loved. 
" For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and 
the daughter against her mother, and the daughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law. And a man's foes shall be they of his own 
household. He that loveth father or mother more than me is not 
worthy of me : and he that loveth son or daughter more than me 
is not worthy of me " (Matt. 10: 35-37). 

Crowds of persons gathered regularly to hear him; it was excep
tional to see so much earnestness in so young a minister. Many 
churches were closed against him, on account of what were erron
eously termed his " heretical doctrines." He was soon afterwards 
inhibited from preaching in the diocese of Dublin by Archbishop 
Fowler, who was evidently opposed to evangelical preaching. He 
was Jed, step by step, until he was compelled to secede from her 
ranks, and became a dissenter, although he always maintained his 
belief in her principal doctrines. Another minister, John Walker, 
was inhibited at the same period. He was minister of Bethesda 
Chapel, familiar to readers. of The Gospel Maga<.ine as the sub
sequent scene of the labours of the worthy W. H. Krause. Kelly 
preached at Bethesda on numerous occasions, as well as supplying 
frequently the pulpit of Plunket Street Chapel (Countess of Hunting-
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don's) in the same period. These places were at that time inde
pendent of episcopal oversight. To digress from the subject of this 
article, it is of interest to recall that Bethesda was favoured with 
several outstanding preachers in the 19th century: B. W. Mathias, 
John Alcock (father of Deborah Alcock, the Protestant authoress), 
and C. H. H. Wrig-ht, in addition to the aforementioned John 
Walker and W. H . Krause. Doubtless, Bethesda was the birthplace 
of many souls in that century. 

About that time there were many influential families living in 
Leeson Street, Dublin, and its neighbourhood, who attended public 
worship a t the Magdalen Chapel. On at least three occasions 
visiting preachers had expounded evangelical doctrines; but the 
storm of disapproval in eccelesiastical circles had resulted in the 
closing of that pulp1tpJQ__such faithful men. On this account, a 
godly Presbyterian ~ Alderman Hutton, commenced services 
in his own house, which was not far from the Magdalen Chapel, and 
at these services Thomas K elly was a frequent preacher. As people 
of the type which the services were intended to attract were likely 
to be impressed by the presence or absence of episcopal countenance, 
Alderman Hutton invited Dr. Law, Bishop of~- Elphin, .who was 
credited with evangelical sympathies, to the opening service. Dr. 
Law was unable to attend, but arrived as a second service was about 
to commence. The preacher was Thomas K elly and, although 
Dr. Law knew that he had been " silenced " by the Archbishop of 
Dublin, he concluded the service and pronounced the Benediction 
after the sermon. Details of this and similar interesting matter may 
be found in Seymour's Life and Times of Selina, Countess of 
Huntingdon, and in Dr. Urwick's Biographic Sketches of James 
Digges la Touche. 

Others left the established church about the same time, being 
moved by various considerations. John Walker , already mentioned, 
founded a sect which had the main features of Sandemanianism. 
Another was .J. N. Darby, one of the founders of the Plymouth 
Brethren. Thomas Kelly erected a number of chapels, the best 
known of which was Carysfort Chapel, afterwards sold. T his is 
now known as Christ Church, Black Rock, and is Church of Ireland 
property. A chancel has been added since Kelly's day, the pulpit 
no longer occupies its original central position, having been re
moved to one side , and the communion table elevated on steps in the 
centre. These are innovations well known since the advent of the 
Romanising Oxford Movement. 

II.-HIS HYMNS 

Thomas K elly was a kindly, cultured man, who stressed in his 
preaching, like his Countess of Huntingdon ministerial contempor
aries, Ruin by the Fall, Redemption by the Blood of Christ, and 
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Regeneration by the Holy Ghost. Dr. Sirr, in his biography of 
Archbishop le Poer Trench, says of him : " Although Kelly was a 
leader in the ranks of dissent, and a separatist after a model of his 
own, yet did he at all times endeavour to maintain an affectionate 
intercourse with the faithful clergy. of the establishment, avoiding 
scrupulously all efforts to unsettle their minds and to withdraw 
them from her pale." Owing to the fact that he is mentioned in 
several hymn collections merely as "Kelly," he has been confused 
with another person of the surname who was prominent amongst the 
Plymouth Brethren (William Kelly). (Incidentally, any reader who 
is in possession of C. H. Spurgeon's Commenting and Commentaries, 
will discover interesting notes appended to the works of \-Villiam 
Kelly, and also of J. N. Darby, mentioned previously in this article). 

From amongst his many hymns, we select a few, quoting the first 
line of each:-

"The head that once was crowned with thorns." 
"We sing the praise of Him who died." 

" Look, ye saints, the sight is glorious." 
"There's not a name beneath the skies." 
" Deal gently with thy servant, Lord." 
" Lord, dissolve my frozen heart." 

One hymn we quote in full:-

' 

. "He comes, the Saviour full of grace, 
By ancient prophets sung; 

The smile of mercy on His face, 
And truth upon His tongue. 

"In Him the world no beauty sees, 
Nor form nor comeliness; 

Rejected and despised He is, 
And plunged in deep distress. 

"But there's a people taught by grace 
To know His matchless worth; 

They own Him, though accounted base, 
And show His praises forth. 

" They own Him as the Lord of all, 
Their Saviour and their God ; 

Before His feet they prostrate fall, 
The purchase of His blood." 

(Gadsby's H ymn Book, No. 975) . 

" His. presence, his conversation, his learning," says a writer in the 
:Dublin Christian Examiner, "were all tending to improve his inter
course with others; for they felt that they were enjoying the society 
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of one who was ' on his way to God. ' In society he was learned 
without pedantry, and religious without ascetism. His a ttainments 
in many branches of learning were very considerable, and his accur
acy as a scholar was well recognised. In the dead and oriental 
languages he was particularly versed .. .. .. " And: "Of his 
ministry it might be said that his preaching was excellent and of 
constant variety exhibiting mature thought, sound judgment, and 
eminent faithfulness." 

During the sixty-three years of his ministry it has been said of 
him that he did not ever seem to waste an hour; and then his 
language, his temper, his conversations, as well as his diligent studies, 
were all regulated by the same rule, to" do all to the glory of God." 
During the famine in Ireland, he supported many families at an 
immense cost, which, it would appear, brought him many trials that 
attended him to his dying day. 

III.-HIS DEATH, MAY 14TH, 1855 

Although he did not fear death, yet from human infirmity, he 
had a fear of dying, because he imagined that he should suffer great 
agony at that trying moment. This only led him the more to prayer. 
Prayerfulness marked him out to be truly one who had received the 
spirit of adoption. Latterly, he seemed to live in an atmosphere of 
prayer. The writer mentioned in the previous paragraph adds that 
he " never saw one so thoroughly a praying Christian. Nor were 
his prayers disappointed; for his God and Saviour helped him 
onward. In his humble estimate of himself he would often use 
such expressions as these: 'Lord, help Thy poor creature.' 'Thy 
worm looks for Thy help.' " 

Whilst preaching to his congregation in Dublin, in October 1854, 
he had a slight paralytic stroke, from which his weakness gradually 
increased. Little is recorded of his last moments, as is little of the 
fi rst work of grace in his soul. On one occasion, when nearing his 
end, he addressed a friend, saying emphatically, "My Great High 
Priest supports me now." Another time, when the verse was re
peated for him, " The Lord is my Shepherd , I shall not want," he 
said, " The Lord is my everything." 

His last articulate words were, "Not my will, but Thine be done." 
Seeing his approaching dissolution, a friend said to his daughters, 
who were by his bed, " H e is dying," and suggested that they should 
kneel down and engage in prayer. This they did, though not 
knowing that their dear father was conscious. He however, turned 
his face to the speaker, and when the great Shepherd was besought 
to support H is dear servant through the valley of the shadow of 
death, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, an.d in a few minutes breathed 
his last so gently that not a sigh escaped him, nor was a muscle of 
his face moved . How many of the Lord's dear people have been 
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thus favoured who, all their lifetime, through fears of the agony of 
death have, like this dear man, been subject to pangs and bodily 
bondage. · 

Kelly died on the 14th May, 1855, aged 86 years. It may be 
stated that in a number of hymnals his death is erroneously given 
as 1854, instead of 1855. F .C. 

®tucellaneous jaaperu 

ADVICE ON ENTERING THE MINISTRY 

Bv THE REv. WILLIAM RoMAINE (1767) 

Dear Sir,-Mr. F. informed me of your commission to buy the 
Law and Gospel. 

I make you a present of the Lif~ of Faith. I have also sent you a 
book of inestimable value, which I was inclined to do, because 
it affords me an opportunity to introduce myself to you, and give 
you a word of advice on your going into orders. It is a great 
undertaking, and I will speak freely to you upon it, as, were I in 
your circumstances, I should have wished some one would have dealt 
with me. The Lord God make it a blessing to you. 

First, I would have you, sir, to consider one qualification for the 
ministry indispensably necessary, and that is, the knowledge of 
yourself : you cannot teach this till you have been taught, nor 
farther than you have been taught it. Consider what is your state: 
is not sin, misery, helplessness, your condition in Adam? Are not 
you by nature a child of wrath? Mr. M., do you know this? 
Have you ever felt the plague of your heart? Have you ever seen 
the legion of lusts within you, ~very one of them ready to take up 
arms and rebel against God? Are you sensible how often they have 
drawn you into actual rebellion? And do you know what will be 
the end of this state without a Saviour? Think, sir, how can you 
preach these things, if you have not felt them? 0 beg of God, 
then, to make you sensible how much you want a Saviour, that you 
may know how to address yourself to others upon the same subject. 

Secondly, another indispensable qualification is the knowledge of 
Christ, to know His person-Cod-man-His work, in His life and 
death , as our whole salvation; made ours whenever His Spirit 
enables us to receive it, and enjoyed as ours so far as by faith we 
dare believe in Him. This is the doctrine to be preached. How can 
a ~an preach it who does not know it, or who does not believe it? 
Try yourself here, Mr. M. I s He, in whose name, and to preach 
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whom, you are ordained-is He true and very God, the self-existent 
Jehovah? Is there salvation in none other person or thing? God 
help you not to be deceived in that most essential doctrine. 

A third thing is absolutely necessary, namely, the knowledge of 
God's Word. I send you this little blessed book, in reading- which 
you will learn yourself-here is your true picture-and here is the 
revelation of Jesus Christ, whom to know is life eternal. In reading
and hearing the Scriptures, the Spirit sets in with the Word, and 
shows the sinner himself, and then shows him the Saviour, and 
enables him to believe unto salvation. All the teaching of God's 
Spirit is in and by the Word: He accompanies nothing but His own 
truth with His own blessing, and that He does so bless, that faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. Are these 
things so? Is the Bible the Word of God? Does it make the 
believer wise unto salvation? Is it profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, etc. 0, sir, what are you doing, that other books are so 
much read, and the Bible so neglected? 

Will you learn from a poor penitent? Indeed I repent, and God 
forgive my misspent time in sciences and classics. I saw my folly 
two-and-twenty years ago, and have since studied nothing but the 
Bible; and I assure you, sir, I am got but a little way. I see such 
things before me which I know but in part, that I am pressing on, 
and I wish for some of my lost time to spend in this blessed study. 

Take warning. Prize my little present: read it over and over: 
it is valuable as coming from my heart's love, but infiinitely more so 
as the copy of Christ's love. You cannot read it too much: wear it 
out in reading, and I promise you a much neater and finer edition; 
but the finest is that which the Spirit writes upon the heart. 0 that 
He may write a very fair copy upon yours. 

Fourthly, your next thing is to know your office : to what are you 
ordained? If you know not yourself, and know not Jesus, nor His 
Word, how can you possibly discharge your office? In these thing-s 
the chief part of it consists. A minister, unacquainted with himself, 
can never show his people what they are in themselves. What can 
he say of Christ, whc is not acquainted with Him? Or how can he 
preach the Word who never studied it, or who never had his 
understanding opened to understand the Scriptures? Think of these 
things, sir, and meditate much upon them. Weigh well your office; 
examine well your call to it. 

Are you enabled faithfully to declare the whole counsel of God? 
-with boldness, to tGll sinners their great danger : which will make 
all the unconverted your bitter enemies,-with clearness, to set forth 
the way of salvation, through our surety, God-Jesus,-with evidence, 
to show the work of the Spirit in convincing of sin,-in working
faith in J esus' word, to rely upon His blood and righteousness, and 
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enabling the believer to live upon the fulness of Jesus' grace, receiv
ing out of it grace for grace every moment for all the purposes of 
spiritual life ? 

And that you may do this successfully, in spite of all opposition, 
are you made willing to practise what you are to preach? That 
is the best sermon which the minister preaches all the week. Nothing 
is so powerful as example. Blessed is he who lives out of the pulpit 
what he says in it, and knows his doctrine to be truly experience : 
so may it be with you. W. RoMAINE. 

AGED PILGRIMS 

ExTRACTS FROM THE SociETY's ANNUAL REPORT (1955). 

" Change ! " What a common-place word it is ! and yet how 
much it can mean ! A person, an individual, is removed by death 
from this time state, from a family, from a district, from an office, 
from everything here below; and what a change it can produce 
in the lives of others. What alterations it can effect ! What re
adjustments and re-arrangements may be rendered necessary! It is 
always taking place-somewhere. It is good if these things speak 
to us as they did to the hymn-writer : 

" Change and decay in all around I see, 
0 Thou Who changest not, abide with me." 

The hymn-writer was led to consider an unchanging and unchange
able God, whose everlasting faithfulness and love are a source of 
strength and comfort to His people through all the changing scenes 
of their lives. There are, however, conditions, even in this changing 
world, which do not alter. 

NEEDS OF GOD's AGED PEOPLE 

Take, for instance, the needs of God's people. Spiritually and 
temporarily, in differing degrees it may be, the people of God are, 
and always have been, a needy people. Especially is this so in the 
case of His aged poor and afflicted ones whom He has " left in our 
midst." Think for a moment of their temporal needs, particularly 
the needs of old folk. That is the concern of this Society. Do they 
not now, as they ever have done, need food and warmth and 
clothing, and a home to live in? Do not lonely old souls need and 
long for companionship, especially those who have been bereaved of 
all their relatives? Do not sick and infirm ones still need loving care 
and attention and nursing? Have these needs ceased in this present 
world of ours? They have not. They still exist, and they still need 
to be met. 

What of the Society's needs in its endeavours to carry out the 
divine injunction to " do good unto all men, especially to them who 
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are of the household of faith? " Have these needs changed, or 
ceased to exist? They have not. The practical support, the warm 
interest, the voluntary efforts and kindly help, the love and sym
pathy, and above all, the prayers of the Lord's people are needed 
today as much as ever they were. " Let brotherly love continue." 
These things do not change from year to year. 

FAITHFUL WITNES S T O THE TRUTH 

What about the need for a faithful witness to the Truth a s it is in 
Jesus? Has that need ceased ? Is this aspect of the work of the 
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society always as fully realised as it should 
be? It remains in this changing world upon the same founda tion 
as that upon which it was established 148 years ago-and it still 
provides a centre around which all lovers of, and contenders for, the 
Protestant Evangelical Faith of our godly Reformers, as revealed in 
the Scriptures of Truth, may rally. 

T o this day the Society refuses steadfastly to lower its standard 
to accommodate the prevalent clamour in some quarters for a wider 
and a broader outlook; it is still based on the great Bible doctrines 
of Sovereign Grace; it still seeks in every aspect of its work and its 
administration to accept .no other rule and rio other guide but that 
of the divinely-inspired, inerrant Scriptures of Truth. 

In this present year, the quater-centenary of the noble fight of our 
forefathers for these Protestant Reformation Truths and Protestant 
libert~es of ours (would to God that the nation valued them more! ) 
it may not be inappropria te thus to briefly refer to this unchanging 
aspect of the work of this, the fi rst and still the only, undenomin
ational Society of its kind. As long as the Society is enabled to 
continue this, its unchanging and unflinching witness to the blessed 
truths for which godly men and women were ready to lay down 
their lives 400 years ago, and which were dear to the hearts of the 
founders of the Society nearly 150 years ago, there is reason to 
hope and believe that the blessing of God may rest upon the work. 

INTERESTING THE CHILDRE N 

In any Annual Report or review of this kind, it is often in teresting, 
as well as helpful, to cast the mind back to days gone by. Let us 
for a moment go back half a century, and pick up a copy of The 
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society's 98th Annual Report for 1905. U nder 
the title of " Incorrie" we read the following extract:-

" H eads of families are especially asked to interest their 
children by making them annual subscribers of small sums. 
Many valued contributors today were thus made subscribers, 
and what more be.iutiful ministrations can the young be en
gaged in than that which concerns the Lord's aged poor ? " 

A suggestion was made by a lady Sale-opener at the Camberwell 
Sale a few years ago. Se said : " Why not start a Penny-a-week 
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Fund? Just put one penny in a box each week, and 4d. on your 
birthday and 4d. on Christmas Day; and at the end of the year 
you will have a 5s. subscription ! " We commend this good and 
practical suggestion to our young friends, and to any with limited 
means who are desirous of assisting the aged poor in the Lord. 

The Lord, Who knows the Society's needs, has once again seen 
to it that those needs have been supplied; and the Committee can 
with thankfulness record that the Society's 'income during the year 
has once again proved sufficient for its commitments. ' Subscriptions 
and donations have been well maintained on the whole; and though 
old friends have been removed by death, the Lord has been pleased 
to incline the hearts of others to give gifts or become annual sub
scribers-in some cases from most unexpected quarters. 

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 

A " red-letter day " during the past year was M ay 27th, when the 
Society was privileged to receive the gift of two cwt. of sugar from 
Her Majesty the Queen, part of a present she received from the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company at Fiji, when on her Royal Tour. 
It is very gratifying to realise th!t this Society has a place in the 
personal interests of the Queen of England. 

Sales of Work in different parts of the country have in almost 
every case shown an increase over the previous year. This fact is 
most encouraging in view of such income being part of the Society's 
" free " income-i.e. , not committed to pensions, etc. 

Collections from chapels and churches have remained steady. 
Friends who have collecting boxes and cards have again done a 
good service, while the amounts received in the way of legacies, 
though a very uncertain source of income, give much cause for 
gratitude to God in Whose hand are the hearts of all men. May 
He continue to incline the hearts of His people to do what they can 
by their practical and prayerful interest to support the work of the 
Society, either now or in the days to come. 

GRATEFUL PENSIONERS 

The following extracts from the letters of grateful pensioners will, 
it is felt , speak for themselves :-

From H .H. (l.o. W .). " Many thanks for the money you so 
kindly sent me, also the extra money for Christmas; it came 
just in time of need; I am now able to get some coal. We have 
a wonderful Saviour, He supplies every need." 

From D .M.F. (Gloucester). "I received your letter yester
day ; what a great help it is to me . . . . , I have no one belong
ing to me for 19 years, and have to pay people to do anything 
for me." 

From O.M.B. (H eathfi.eld). " I received pension and Christ
mas grant safely. I am very grateful for the same, it is a great 
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help to me in my old age. May God's blessing rest on you 
and the Committee and all who support the Society." 

From M.E.W. (Fetcham). "I am very grateful for this 
source of regular help in my old age; it helps me to purchase 
many things which without it I should be deprived of. I am 
now in my 87th year. .... " 

THE NINE H OMES : OPPORTUNITIES FOR VISITS 

Ever since the year 1835 the Society has included in its ministra
tions that of providing Homes for some of its aged pensioners, and 
for 120 years this work has been a progressive one, so that the 
Society now has nine homes in different parts of the country, each 
of which may be said to possess some characteristic of its own. 
Evington is the newest; Camberwell is the oldest; Homsey Rise is 
the largest; Stamford Hill is specially adapted for married couples 
or sisters; Gerrarcls Cross is under a special Trust and provides 
accommodation for retired Christian workers ; Brighton is the only 
one by the sea; Winchester and Tunbridge Wells are the 
Society's country Homes; while Leicester, with the new Home at 
Evington, both serve the Midlands. 

These Homes are open for inspection by subscribers and friends 
on any weekday, and coach parties of friends are especially welcome 
and hospitality provided if clue notice be given of the visit. Many 
friends have had their interest in the work stimulated and encour
aged-and in some cases commenced-by such visits. It is a good 
thing to take parties of young people to the Homes that they may 
receive a practica l demonstration of what Christian philanthropy 
does. 

The upkeep of these Homes is a necessf!ry part of the Society's 
work. Building maintenance costs are very heavy, and a consider
able portion of the Society's yearly income has to be expended in 
this way. This fact has of necessity to be borne in mind by the 
Committee and given its proper relationship to any plans for future 
development and extension of the Homes. In this connection it may 
be mentioned that the prior cor.sideration of the Committee, sub
ject to the provision of the necessary finance, is the completion of the 
work at Evington, which will be undertaken in as reasonable time as 
possible, but at present the final plans are not available. 

URGENT NEED OF NURSING CARE 

Undoubtedly one of the greatest needs of old folk nowadays is 
nursing care, and provision for this need occupies a very important 
place within the framework of the Society's operations. Reports 
from the various Nursing Sections of the Society-at Homsey Rise, 
Camberwell, Tunbridge Wells, Brighton and Evington-all tell the 
same story, that of a year of unceasing and at times heavy nursing 
work. In several cases extra beds have had to be put up to meet 
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emergencies, and the whole nursing system of the Society ha.s been 
strained to its limits. 

In addition, shortage of skilled help, together with periods of 
sickness among the staff in some cases, has caused extra duty to fall 
upon others, not infrequently to the hindering of any attendance at 
Divine service on the Lord's Day. This is a matter which the 
Committee deeply regret and are most anxious to prevent. Yet in 
spite of all the difficulties. the work of nursing the sick goes on
must go on, for it is a great need, and there are waiting lists of 
those who are in need of such care and attention as soon as a bed 
can be allotted to them. 

The Committee feel a deep debt of gratitude to the Nursing staffs, 
whose self-sacrifice and devotion to their task are qualities which 
call for thankfulness from all those who benefit from them, and 
from all the well-wishers of the Society; and it is earnestly hoped 
that this good and noble work may have a place in the prayers of all 
those who have at heart the best interests of the Lord's aged poor 
and afflicted. FREE COPIES 

The Committee would like to remind friends that there are avail
able, free of charge, copies of the Society's Annual Report, the 
Quarterly Record, and attractive illustrated leaflets describing the 
work, for distribution among friends; and a postcard or telephone 
message to the Society's office, stating requirements, will receive 
prompt attention. 

a CEASE NOT TO CRY UNTO THE LORD OUR GOD FOR US " 

In going forward into the I 49th year of the Society's work, the 
Committee's dependence upon an unchanging God is unchanged, 
and, as we have said, the need for the prayerful support of all 
friends is unchanged. 

In this connection we are reminded of an occasion' in the history 
of God's ancient people when, after a time of great trial, they were 
enabled to raise a stone of memorial, saying, " Hitherto hath the 
Lord helped us." A perusal of this instructive passage will reveal 
the fact that this mercy was the result of the prayers of a God
fearing man. " Cease not to cry unto the Lord our God for us," 
said the people to Samuel; and we read, " Samuel cried unto the 
Lord for Israel; and the Lord heard him." A need was felt; the 
need was supplied; prayer was offered, prayer was answered. 

So the Committee, like Israel of old, would make the same request 
to all God-fearing friends, that they would "Cease not to cry unto 
the Lord our God for us," that as we enter upon another year in the 
history of this Society, whatever new problems arise, whatever new 
difficulties and trials are awaiting, whatever fresh needs there may 
be, His promise ·may be fulfilled , " I will make all My goodness pass 
before thee in the way." 
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AGED PILGRIMS 

SEASONAL GIFTS 

The wonderfl1l harvest which the Lord has mercifully granted 
our land this year, forgetful as we are of our national benefits and 
privileges, reminds one forcibly of the Scriptural connection so often 
made between the blessings of the harvest and provision for the poor. 

More than once in the Word of God are these two things linked 
. together; it was a Divine commandment that during the harvest 

season the poor were to be specially remembered, Lev. 19: 9, 10; 
23 : 22; Deut. 24 : 19. And it is encouraging to observe evidences 
that this commandment to " remember the poor " is still borne in 
mind and carried out by some whose desire ''it is to make the Word 
of God their rule of life and conduct. In a number of cases the 
poor of this Society have benefited from the kindly practice of local 
churches and chapels of sending their seasonal gifts of fruit, vege
tables, groceries and flowers to the Society's Homes for the aged resi
dents. To all who have remembered our old pensioners in this way, 
the Committee's warmest thanks are extended. 

SCHOOLCHILDREN VISIT A HOME 

It was particularly encouraging in one case to receive a large 
quantity of such harvest produce from a Primary School in North 
London. The headmistress of this School seeks every opportunity 
to instil Christian principles into the minds of her young pupils, 
and they visit the Homsey Ri~e Home of this Society to sing in the 
wards and talk with the residents, maintaining contact with the old 
people during the year by writing letters. 

The Lord may be pleased by such simple means to seal instruction 
on the hearts of these young folk, " that they may hear, and that 
they may learn, and fear the Lord their God, and observe to do 
all the words of this law" (Deut. 31 : 12). Thus to seek to instruct 
the young in the commandments of God relative to honouring the 
hoary head, and to encourage them in all good works, is surely a 
wonderful privilege; and was never more necessary than in these 
days. The Homes of this Society, being places where Christian 
principles and Christian living are in evidence, afford many oppor
tunities where such instruction can be imparted; and the Committee 
earnestly solicit the help of any friends and workers among young 
people who have it in their power thus to a~sis t the work of a 
Society which is wholly based on the Word of God. 
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" MY MEDITATION OF HIM" 

Bv " OcTOGENARIAN " 

'' My m editation of Him shall be sweet: I will be glad in the Lord.·'' 
-Psalm 104: 34. 

" THUS saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, 
neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man 
glory in his riches : But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he 
understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord" (Jeremiah 
9 : 23, 24). Then here is a knowledge and understanding which the 
''wise "-the "mighty "-the "rich "-cannot attain unto. The 
words of J esus to Peter seem to apply : "Blessed art thou, for flesh 
and blood hath not re~aled it unto thee, but My Father which is 
heaven" (Matthew 16: 17). The texton the Calendar this morning 
was: "The Spirit of truth, .... will guide you into all truth" (John 
16: 13). 0 Thou perfect "Guide," guide my thoughts and pen! 

I went " astray from the womb speaking lies "-a " child of wrath 
even as others "-" The heart is deceitful above all things and 
desperately wicked "-" Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with 
iniquity, a seed of evil doers." Satan's lie from the beginning fills 
our hearts with pride : " Ye shall be as gods, knowing good .and 
evil." "Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and 
prudent in their own sight" (Isa. 5 : 21). "For it is written, I will 
destroy the wisdom of the wise and bring to nothing the under
standing of the prudent." " Hath not God made foolish the wisdom 
of this world?" "The world by wisdom knew not God" (1 Cor. 
1 : 19, 21 ). David says: " There is not a word in my tongue, but 
lo, 0 Lord, ·Thou knowest it altogether. Such knowledge is too 
wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it" (Psa. 139 : 
4 and 6). 

When I was about ten years old, the tenth verse of the tenth 
chapter of Jeremiah came into the daily reading. Secretly I turned 
to it again, and it was fastened upon my memory : " But the Lord 
is the true God, He is the living God, and an everlasting King : at 
His wrath the earth shall tremble. and the nations shall not be able 
to abide His indignation." Ve;y little is spoken, today, of His 
" wrath" and " indignation "; but to me they were terrible
witness the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah , and the drowning 
of the whole world by water. But the cry today is : " Prophesy 
unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits "; God is merciful ! " Enter 
into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for fear of the Lord, and 
for the glory of His majesty. The lofty looks of man shall be 
humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and 
the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day " (I sa. 2 : i 1, also 
verse 17). 
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"Understandeth and knoweth Me"-" Glory in this." Moses 
" was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians "; but he had to 
flee and was a stranger in the land of Madian forty years" (Act~ 
7 : 29), after which he learned by revelation to know something of 
the great I AM. Paul was brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, and 
taught " according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers '' 
(Acts 22 : 3) ; but, when he heard the voice from heaven saying 
"I am Jesus 't\lhom thou persecutest, he counted all but loss, for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord " (Phil. 
3: 8). 

How often are the words Wisdom, Knowledge, and Understand
ing, mentioned in the book of Proverbs? In the first chapter, each 
four times. In chapter 2 we read, " Incline thine ear unto wisdom, 
and apply thine heart to understanding; yea, if thou criest after 
knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding : if thou 
seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures, then 
shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the know
ledge of God; for the Lord giveth wisdom : out of His mouth 
cometh knowledge and understanding." In the eighth we have 
Christ as The Wisdom-" set up from everlasting, from the begin~ 
ning or ever the earth was"-" and my delights were with the sons 
of men " ! What wondrous foreknowledge was this ! In the ninth 
chapter : " The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom : and 
the knowledge of the holy is understanding " (verse 10). Then cry 
we to heaven with one loud accord that to us be given the " fear of 
the Lord." 

"That no flesh should glory in His presence. But of Him are 
ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification and redemption" ( 1 Cor. l : 29, 
30). This is " sweet meditation " indeed. Am I in Christ? Then 
it is "of Him "-and "of God "-Christ Jesus is made unto me, 
all these, absolute perfection, "complete in Him." But read again 
those sacred words of Jesus: "As thou hast given Him power over 
all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as Thou hast 
given Him, and this is life eternal, that they might ' know ' Thee 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent " (John 
17 : 2, 3). Oh, to grow in Grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ." The "knowledge " described in 1 
Corinthians 13 profiteth nothing ! But this knowledge of God's 
wonderful love "puffeth not up." "He that glorieth, let him glory 
in the Lord" (1 Cor. 1 : 31). But let him that glorieth glory in 
this that he understandeth and knoweth Me, that I am the Lord 
which exercise loving-kindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the 
earth; for in these things I delight, saith the Lord ." F.P. 
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GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY 

1. The Lord is King ! Lift up your voice 
0 earth, and all ye heavens, rejoice; 
From world to world the joy shall ring : 

The Lord omnipotent is King. 

2. The Lord is King ! Who then shall dare 
Resist His will, distrust His care, 
Or murmur at His wise decrees 
Or doubt His royal promises? 

3. He reigns ! Ye saints, exalt your strains; 
Your God is King, your Father reigns; 
And He is at the Father's side, 
The Man of love, the crucified. 

4. Come, make your wants, your burdens known: 
He will present them at the throne; 
And angel-bands are waiting there 
His messages of love to bear. 

5. Oh, when His wisdom can mistake 
His might decay, His love forsake, 
Then may His children cease to sing, 

" The Lord omnipotent is King." f. Condor. 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND IN PERIL TODAY 

THE REv. T. G. MoHAN's WARNINGS 

"'THE four great treasures of the Church of England's heritage
the doctrine of justification by faith; the open Bible; the tone and 
Scriptural doctrine of the Lord's Supper ; and the Book of Common 
Prayer-are all of them in peril today." 

" In the proposed Canons the Bible seems to me tq lose its solitary 
sovereignty as the final and only court of appeal in matters of 
doctrine and now has to share that position with the Ancient Fathers 
and the Councils of the Church." 

" The revised Canons, if they are approved and become law, 
will fix many of these changes as the official Church of England 
doctrine and practice. And if, as is intended, all clergy are required 
to declare their assent to the Canons, what will be the position of 
Evangelicals with scruples of conscience? Are we content, as heirs 
of the Reformation heritage to pass on to the future a Church from 
which has been taken the very qualities which have made it such a 
power in the life of the nation ? " 


