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THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE

It is one hundred and nInety-six years sinceThe Gospel Magazine
was first issued (January, 1766). At this time of the year we lovingly
peruse again "Volume I, MDCCLXVI," which is a treasured pos
session handed on to us by the late Miss Ruth Cowell ("R" of
The Gospel Magazine), and we lift up 'our hearts in thanksgiving to
our gracious God Who has, in His providence, continued the
ministry of the Magazine to the end of another year.

The heartfelt thanks of the Trustees of the Magazine are given to
all those who write so regularly for its pages and to all those who
have contributed the more occasional articles. May we express once
again how encouraging it is to receive orders for the Magazine,
together with gifts towards the maintenance of its work and witness.
Orders and gifts should be sent direct to the Manager, The Gospel
Magazine. 69 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.

Both writers and readers will desire in their hearts to ascribe all to
the gracious leading and enabling of the God of Sovereign Grace.
Their united testimony will be expressed in the lines of John Kent:

o gracious God, how kind
Are all Thy ways to me,
Whose dark benighted mind
Was enmity with Thee;

Yet now, subdued by sovereign grace,
My spirit rests in Thy embrace.

Preserved by Thee, e'en when
My feet made haste to hell;
Thine eye it pitied then,
And I am saved to tell

The love so vast, the grace so free,
Which from the pit delivered me.

A monument of grace,
A sinner saved by blood.
The streams I love to trace
Up to the fountain, God!

And in His bosom see
Eternal thoughts of love to me.

During the last year we have seen in our nation the increasing
challenge of Romanism, together with much misguided and, we be
lieve, uninstructed and uninformed approach to that priestly system
which is so contrary to the Holy Scriptures and to the Reformed
nature of the Church of England. We were thankful that, in the
House of Lords, Viscount Alexander of Hillsborough was enabled.
with God-given strength, to express the Protestant feelings and
principles of our country.

We send to all our readers, at home and overseas, our warm
Christian greetings. "Now the Lord of peace Himself give you peace
always by all means. The Lord be with you all" (2 Thess. 3: 16)!
December, 1961. THE EDITOR.
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OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION. COUNSEL, AND COMFORT

.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comf.orted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

SIGHT TO THE BLIND

"As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world."
-John 9: 5.

WHEN the Lord Jesus said "As long as I am in the world, I am the
light of the world," He had before Him a man who was blind from
birth (verse 1), and the words which He spoke no doubt had refer
ence to the gift of sight which He was about to make to the
afflicted man. Not only did He give light to the man's eyes; He
gave light to his soul.

It must have been a wonderful experience to the man to see for
the first time, just as it was a wonderful experience for the lame
man of Acts 3 to make the first use of his new-found legs (Acts 3: 8).
The blind man said afterwards, "One thing I know, that, whereas
I was blind, now I see" (John 9: 25). So it is with the child of God,
it is a wonderful experience when "the eyes of his understanding
are enlightened" (Ephesians 1: 18), when God "shines in his heart
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ" (2. Corinthians 4: 6).



530 The Gospel Magazine

We invite our readers to survey with us the account of the man
blind from birth as recorded in John 9: 1-10: 21. There should
be no break in the reading at the end of chapter 9 in the Authorised
Version; the passage goes straight on to John 10: 21.

If we keep this in mind, we can see more readily the care of the
Good Shepherd. The account is of one who had been "cast out"
(John 9: 34, 35) by the religious Pharisees, but who had been
"found" and shepherded by the Lord Jesus (John 9: 35).

We have often remarked that the Gospel according to John
consists of a series of seven or so "signs," incidents with a discourse
attached to them. This will be clearly seen if attention is paid to
the deliberate stat~ment in John 20: 30,31: "And many other signs
truly did Jesus in the presence of His disciples, which ore not
written in this book; but these are written that ye might believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might
have life through His name."

This is where the modern criticism of the Fourth Gospel mainly
goes wrong. As Canon Goudge used to say (in substance): "If
John were to return and listen to the varied modern discussions and
criticisms of his Gospel, he would say, 'I never wrote my book for
all that; I wrote it that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that, believing, ye might have life through His
nanle.' "

In the Fourth Gospel we see the Lord Jesus in a series of personal
interviews and talks with individuals. We see Him at a wedding to
which He and His disciples had been invited-in a moment bf need
He supplied the hospitality of the occas.ion (chapter 2). To Nico
demus, a great religious figure, He spoke of the need of the new
birth (John 3: 3-8), and He instructed him concerning God's giRCif
His Son, the "lifting up" of Him (the death upon the Cross)', -and
eternal life in Him. In chapter 4 we have His talk with the woman:
of Samaria; in chapter 5 the healing of the man paralysed for
thirty-eight years; in chapters 9 and 10 the Saviour's gracious
dealing with the man blind from birth; in chapter 11 His care for
His friends Martha and Mary in their sorrow and bereavement.
Speaking for ourselves, we are always happy in turning to the
Fourth Gospel and reading it over and over again, and we marv,el
(in one sense) at the modern criticism which. is always injecting
doubts about this Gospel and tending to lead professing Chri~tians

away from it. .
This, by the way, is specially the Gospel to which the. attention of

Roman Catholics might be quietly drawn. In her recent booklet,
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"AN ApPROACH TO ROMAN CATHOLICS" (October, 1961), Miss L. A.
Walsh, herself a former Roman Catholic, says that we are on good
ground when speaking of Jesus as the Good Shepherd, "for Roman
Catholics also regard the Lord Jesus as the Good Shepherd, and
we might well continue joyously to say something about the fact
that once He lays hold of us, no man can pluck us out of His hand."

To return to the example of the blind man. "As Jesus passed
by, He saw" him. The man was apparently one of the many
beggars (verse 8) who sought help. The disciples raised a theological
question concerning evil and sin-"Master, who did sin, this man
or his parents that he was born blind?" (verse 2). Jesus replied that
neither had sinned, but it was within the Divine purpose that "the
works of God should be made manifest in him." "I must work,"
He said, "the works of Him that sent Me" (verse 4). His earthly
life was short; while it lasted He must do the works He had been
given to do. "As long as I am in the world," He said, "I am the
light of the world." Then He used means in the healing of the man,
who "came seeing."

First of all, the neighbours (verses 8·12) took notice of the man.
They asked him, "How were thine eyes opened?" He told them that
"a man that is called Jesus" had sent him to wash in Siloam, but,
when asked where Jesus was, he replied, "I know not."

Secondly, some remembered that the work of healing had been
done on the Sabbath day (verse 14), and the Jewish traditions
specifically forbade putting spittle on the eyes on the Sabbath day.
So they brought the man to the Pharisees, who asked him about the
means of the cure. The Pharisees said, "This man (Jesus) is not of
God, because he keepeth not the Sabbath day" (verse 16). They
again asked the blind man what he thought of Jesus. and he said
"He is a prophet."

Thirdly, the Jews called in the man's parents (verses 18-23).
They asked them three questions in legal form:

"Is' this your son?"
"You say that he was born blind?"
"How then does he now see?"

The parents, knowing that t1'J.e Jews had agreed to put out of the
synagogue anyone who confessed Jesus as the Christ, cautiously re
ferred the Jews back to their son-"He is of age; ask him."

Fourthly, the Jews recalled the son, and put pressure on him
(verses 24-34). They adjured him to speak the truth-"We know
that this man is a sinner." The man stuck to what he knew
"Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not; one thing I know, that,
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whereas I was blind now I see" (verse 25). They could not get over
this, and they tried with detailed questions to shake the man's story.
The man, no match for his clever opponents, stuck to his guns
(verses 30-32). The result was that they resorted to abuse, and cast
him out.

Then it was that "Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and,
when He had found him. He said to him, Dost thou believe in the
Son of God?"It is interesting to note the growth of the man's faith
in Jesus. First of all, he only knew His name-that He was "a man
called Jesus" (verse 11). Then, when asked what he thought of
Him, he said "He is a prophet" (verse 17). Later he said, "If this
Man were not of God, He could do nothing" (verse 33). But.. when'
the Lord Jesus found him and put His question to him, he replied,
"Who is He that I might believe on Him?"-he wanted, and asked
for, more light. Then the Lord Jesus revealed Himself to the man's
faith. The result was, as with Thomas after the Resurrection. "Lord,
I believe. And he worshipped him" (verse 38). The Greek word
used here for "worship" is the same as that used elsewhere in this
Gospel for the worship of God-see the well-known passage John
4: 20-24 and also John 12: 20. Hence we reject the rendering given
in the New English Bible "and he bowed before Him." The man
was brought by Divine grace to worship Jesus as the Divine Son
of God.

At this point we defer further consideration to the next issue of
the Magazine. We shall, D.Y., notice:
(1) That the Lord Jesus commented on the blindness of the Phari

sees (9: 39·41).
(2) That He spoke a parable (10: 1-6) referring to the false shepherd

as "a thief and a robber" and to the sheep as knowing the voice
of their true Shepherd.

(3) That He added the further explanation that He was the door of
the sheepfold-"I am the door: by Me if any man enter in,
he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.
The thief cometh not, but for to kill and to destroy: I am come
that they might have life, and that they might have it more
abundantly" (10: 9-10).

Throughout the whole account the Shepherd's knowledge of, and
care for, His sheep stands out unmistakeably. W.D.S.
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THE WEDDING GARMENT

1st November, 1961.

DEAR SIR,-With reference to the Family Portion-HA Royal
Marriage-Feast"-in The Gospel Magazine for this month, and to
the Wedding Garment on p. 484, I thought it might be of interest
to send the enclosed short extract from "Gadsby's Wanderings,"
Vo!. 1, p. 265.

With Christian regards.
Yours sincerely,

Hastings JAMES L. CJ-IILDS.

[We are very glad to receive the quotation.-Editor.]

"Formerly, when the Easterns gave a marriage feast, they pro
vided their guests with a dress in which to appear. This dress
consisted of a kind of loose flowing mantle, which was worn over
the other dress, so as to cover it. They always prided themselves
in the number they could produce. For a man to enter the house
without this dress was an insult to the bridegroom, as it was saying
to him, 'My dress is quite as good as yours, and therefore I can
do without yours.' Hence it was that in the parable (Matthew 22)
the man who 'had not on a wedding garment is represented as being
cast into outer darkness. Literally, such a one would be turned
into the dark street, as there were no public lights in the streets in
the East, and this is the figure used in the parable; but in the 'outer
darkness' spoken of by the Redeemer, into which those will be cast
who despise the robe of Christ's righteousness, there will be 'wailing
and gnashing of teeth.' The rich among the Persians to this day are
said to furnish their guests with these dresses.

"O! what a mercy to be able feelingly to say:
'Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness,
My beauty are, my glorious dress.' "

Gadsby's Wanderings, Vo!. 1, p. 265.
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OUR YOUNG FOLKS' PAGE

SHELTER IN A STORM

As Anne Sargent, a girl of twenty or so, was returning from a walk
near Edinburgh, she was overtaken by a sudden shower. There was
one building nearby, an old farmhouse, but Anne hurried on,
thinking the rain would soon be over., She had just reached the gate
of the lane leading to the farm, when the rain was changed for such
pitiless hail that she ran for shelter ,as quickly as possible. She
found herself in a covered passage with doors opening on it; the old
house was now given up to dwellings for the farm-labourers. Anne
waited for a few moments, but the sheets of rain and hail warned
her that it would be some time before she could venture forth.

Anne was a keen Christian, and she began to wonder whether the
Lord had sent her to that farmhouse with a message to somebody.
Turning doubtfully to the neatest door, she knocked timidly, half
hoping that nobody would reply. But she heard slow movements in
the room, and after some delay, the door was half-opened, and Anne
saw a dim figure. She explained about the hail, asking if she might
come in for a few minutes. There was no reply in words, but the
figure moved slightly to let her pass, and Anne advanced boldly into
the dark room. , Then she paused uncertainly, looking up at the
sinister figure, a taH gaunt old woman, with a pale sullen face,
prolonged into a white beard, such as Anne had never before seen
on a woman. "She looks exactly like a witch," thought the girl,
wishing she had stayed outside.

But she was in now, and there was nothing for it but to call up
her courage and speak cheerfully and kindly, asking after her
hostess's welfare. There was no answer, and no relaxing of the
forbidding expression. Poor Anne was quite at a loss, but she had
such a strong feeling that she had been sent to that house, that she
felt driven to say uncertainly, "Will you let me pray with you?"

There was an instant change: "Pray with me, a miserable
sinner?" exclaimed the old woman with bitter emotion. But moving
quickly about the room, she pulled out two chairs, and kneeling
down, motioned her visitor to do the same. Anne hardly knew
what to pray for, but it was a relief to be speaking to her Heavenly
Father, and she asked fervently for a blessing on this shelter from
the storm.

When they rose from their knees, Anne found old Jenny ready to
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talk herself and to listen to her visitor. Anne had done some district
visiting, and her attempts to present the Gospel had often been met
with polite indifference, and sometimes with gratitude. Never had
she come across anybody like Jenny! The old lady knew more of
the Bible than Anne did; but it was not from love of the Scriptures
that she quoted verse after vetse with such accuracy. Whatever
Anne said of the Lord Jesus and His readiness to save was at once
refuted-by another passage of Scripture! She seemed determined
not to be saved. When Anne spoke of Christ coming into the world
to save sinners, Jenny retorted, "Not me, it's too late for me! I'm
on the very brink of eternity!" Trying to comfort her, Anne said
gently, "But even at the eleventh hour there is hope!" Whereupon
the old woman sprang from her seat, saying with dreadful energy,
"It is the eleventh hour with me"; and standing in the midst of the
room she waved her hand in a circle around her, saying that she
could see hell yearning to devour her.

Anne, bewildered and helpless, was really frightened, and did not
know whatever she could say. But the rain and hail had ceased, so
faltering out some words of kind farewell, she left the place and
hastened home.

During the next week Anne was haunted by the memory of
Jenny's witch-like figure, and she kept praying that the Lord would
speak to her. She was doubtful whether it was the least good paying
another visit; but deciding that at least she could do no harm, she
nerved herself to call again at the house.

This time she was warmly welcomed, and at once invited in.
Neither the young girl nor the old woman seem to have noticed the
signs of neglect and poverty in the room; to both of them the state
of her soul was all that mattered. Jenny seemed to hang on Anne's
words as she tried to tell of what God had done for herself, showing
her own sinfulness, the sufficiency of Christ's righteousness, and the
power of His blood to cleanse from all sin. "Yes," said Jenny,
"I know all that; it's true, for it's in the Bible. But it's not for me! "

Anne quoted, "Him that comcth to Me I will in no wise cast out,"
saying that the Scripture applied to Jenny as much as to herself.
"Not for me! " said Jenny earnestly; "I do believe it's true for you,
for the Word of God took a grip of you-but it's never taken a grip
of me."

Anne paid several visits to the old woman, always coming away
perplexed and baffled. Jenny seemed to have such deep conviction
of sin; why could not she see that the Lord Jesus came to save
sinners such as she? She knew the Scriptures so well that Annc
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felt that she could tell her nothing she did not know. But one day
Anne spoke to the old woman of the words, "This is life eternal.
that they might know Thee. the only true God," and she tried to
bring'home to Jenny that, as she herself said, she had not found
eternal life, she evidently could not know God, however much she
boasted of her knowledge of His Word. It was an arrow sent at
random, but it struck home, for the old woman was quite startled.
"What! " said she; "can I have lived all my long life like a beast
without knowing God?" Then after a pause she said slowly and
sadly, "Yet it may well be so.'

After this Jenny always welcomed Anne eagerly; she was far
more ready to listen, and seemed ready to receive the Word with
simplicity, very different from the hard superiority with which she
had first argued with Anne. She remained very guarded and re
served; but one day in parting she said cheerfully, "Maybe you'll
make more of me than you're thinking!"

Six weeks after that first visit, Anne's time in Edinburgh came
to an end, and she called on Jenny to say goodbye. There was a big
contrast between the first and the last visits! Anne remembered the
heavy rain and black clouds which had agreed so well with the
dreadful gloom and despair in old Jenny's home. Now the sun was
shining brightly, and Jenny was smiling too! As Anne turned down
the path from the house, she looked back and saw the old woman
standing in the doorway with a look of peaceful joy upon her face,
and she called out, "Maybe I'll be in your crown yet! "

Anne never saw Jenny again, nor did she ever hear of her; but
she felt she could surely hope that the Lord had looked in mercy
upon her old friend, and would continue to do a good work in her.

DAMARIS.

SCRIPTIJRE ENIGMA No. 94
The whole: Peter tells Christians to do this.

1. Paul called them "foolish."
2. She died at the birth of her second baby.
3. The wise virgins did not run short of this.
4. A feast of the Israelites.
5. The traitor.
6. He told David the story of the poor man's ewe lamb.
7. In their country the Lord Jesus healed a demon-possessed man,
8. Solomon's successor.
9. Paul called him "our fellow-soldier."

10. Breaking the tenth Commandment.
11. Malchus's right one was cut off by Peter's sword.
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SOLUTION OF No. 93
The whole: Yesterday (Psalm 9: 4).

1. Youth (l Tim. 4: 12).
2. Ear-ring (Genesis 24: 22).
3. Salome (Mark 16: 1).
4. Tebeth (Esther 2: 16).
5. Ephesus (Acts 19: 35-41).
6. Rare (Daniel 2: 11).
7. Daughters (Acts 21: 9).
8. Abel (Genesis 4: 2).
9. Yonder (Genesis 22: 5).

----------------

DIARY OF JESSIE TRAIN

537

"The Diary of Jessie Thain" has been welcomed by many of
God's people in the Highlands and elsewhere, and its third edition
(September 1961) has been issued. It is a booklet of sixty-four
pages, 2/- post free from The Book Room, Free Church Offices,
Edinburgh 1, or direct from the editor, the Rev. Murdoch Campbell,
M.A., Free Church Manse, ResoIis, Conon, Ross-shire.

The Diary (December 31st, 1843 to November 28th, 1847) is
indeed "a precious fragment of spiritual autobiography," as the
editor remarks. It records the substance of many sermons and
addresses heard and blessed to the heart and soul.

We quote one comment:
"Alas! I am slow indeed to learn. If I have been taught

anything at this time [a time of three months' illness], it is of
my own guilt and corruption. I am nothing and can do nothing.
I am completely without strength, but it was for such that Jesus
died. And oh that this knowledge of my weakness may lead
me to embrace with simpler joy than ever a full Saviour, and
to say with an understanding heart, 'In the Lord have I right
eousness and strength.' But oh Most Gracious God, suffer me
not, I bese~ch Thee, to deceive myself. May Ibe truly one
with Jesus. May I be dwelling in Christ, and may Christ be
formed in me the hope of glory" (page 56).

Miss Thain was a friend and convert of Robert Murray
McCheyene, who died March 25th, 1843, at the early age of twenty
nine. Her family worshipped in S1. Peter's Church each year in
their long periods of residence in Dundee.
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WELLSPRINGS

COMFORT IN AFFLICTION

"The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold; but the Lord
trieth the hearts."-Proverbs 17: 3.

"It became Him, for Whom are all things, and by Whom are all
things, in bringing many sons unto glory; to make the Captain
of their salvation peliect (complete) through sufferings.",.-
Hebrews 2: 10. .

WHEN God allows suffering or sorrow to come into our lives. what
is our attitude towards Him? Are we so overwhelmed and crushed
that we bitterly complain, or are we enabled to say, as Job did,
"Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him"? (Job 13: 1). God
always acts in love to His own, and the child of God is taught by
the Holy Spirit to look beyond the affliction to His loving purposes
in grace. "God will not suffer you to be tempted (tried) above that
ye are able" (1 Corinthians 10: 13).

Do the trials, troubles and difficulties cause us to call on the
Lord, or do they make us so downcast and depressed that we doubt
His loving care? The Lord proves us, to have us draw near to Him.
Do we realise the great privilege and blessing of waiting His ap
pointed time? "He that believeth shall not make haste." "Call
upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt
glorify Me" (Psalm 50: 15). "That the trial of your faith being
much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried
with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the
appearing of Jesus Christ" (l Peter 1: 7).

How blessed are they who can still "rejoice in the Lord" in the
time of suffering and sorrow, knowing that "whom the Lord loveth
He chasteneth" (Hebrews 12: 6). We have been assured that "all
things work together for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to His purpose" (Romans 8: 28).

"Why should I complain of want or distress,
Temptation or pain? He told me no less;
The heirs of salvation. I know from His Word,
Through much tribulation must follow their Lord."

John Newton.
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THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST

Let us remember the sufferings of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. While He was here on earth, He was "despised and rejected
of men, a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief" (Isaiah
53: 3). We cannot enter into the depth and extent of His agony in
the Garden of Gethsemane, nor of His terrible suffering on the
Cross.

"How bitter that cup no heart can conceive,
Which He drank quite up, that sinners might live.
His way was much rougher and darker than mine;
Did Christ, my Lord, suffer, and shall I repine?"

John Newton.
We sometimes speak of the grace of endurance, but do we know

the grace of suffering? "Rest in the Lord (margin, Be silent to the
Lord) and wait patiently for Him" (psalm 37: 7). Have you been
entrusted by God with the gift of sorrow, suffering, or affliction?
Why? Because the Lord loves you, and brings you to live near to
Himself, that you may glorify Him, witnessing to Him through
this very thing. "Let us run with patience the race that is set before
us, looking (off) unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of faith, Who
for the joy that was set before Him endured the Cross, despising
the shame and is set down at the right hand of the Throne of God."
"Consider Him that endured such contradiction of sinners against
Himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds" (Hebrews
12: 1, 2, 3).

He, the Captain (the Leader) was made "perfect (i.e. complete)
through sufferings." "He learned obedience by the things which
He suffered" (Hebrews 5: 8). He "became obedient unto death
even the death of the Cross" (Philippians 2: 8). It was God's will
and purpose for Him that in this way of sacrifice of Himself He
was to become "the Author of eternal salvation to all that obey
Him" (Hebrews 5: 9). He could say "I delight to do Thy will."
His way was appointed of God, and so is ours. He had to learn it
by suffering.

PARTAKERS OF HIS HOLINESS

How much more we, who once were enemies, must learn to obey.
"Chastened . . . for our profit, that we might be partakers of His
holiness" (Hebrews 12: 14). Do you seek and sigh for holiness,
"to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called"? The
pathway may have to be learned by suffering. "Now no chastening
for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous; nevertheless
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness, unto them
that are exercised thereby" (Hebrews 12: 11).
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Have we become self-satisfied and proud of our attainments in
Christian things, as we suppose? We need to pray, "Examine me,
o Lord, and prove me; try my reins (i.e. my innermost thoughts
and- motives) and my heart (the seat of love and affection)" (Psalm
26: 2). All our so-called progress and good works, even religious
activities, are of no value when done in self-will, pleasing ourselves
to get credit and praise, instead of with a "single eye" to the glory
of God. The Holy Spirit only leads us to do what is pleasing in
the sight of God, Who has said, "My thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways My ways" (Isaiah 55: 8).

If our aim in life is to please God, let us learn to be content
with His will for us. If "the love of Christ constrainethus," our
great desire will be to walk uprightly in the way acceptable to
Him. We may then be able even "to rejoice in tribu!ation" and
say "It is good for me that I have been afflicted."

THE LORD'S PRESENCE

What is our comfort in tribulation? Is it not that we become
more conscious of the Lord's presence with us. His gracious
promises are fulfilled in our own experience. "When thou passed
through the waters, I will be with thee . . . when thou walkest
through the fire thou shall not be burned" (Isaiah 43: 2). "I will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee" (Hebrews 13: 5). Songs of
praises and thanksgiving arise in our hearts. "His loving-kindness,
oh, how great!" His strength and power will enable each one of us
to say "I can do all things through Christ, Who strengtheneth me"
(Philippians 4: 13).

So we pray that "the God of all grace, Who hath called us unto
His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered awhile,
make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. To Him be
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen" (1 Peter 5: 10, 11).
Southbourne. A.D.R.

Did ever mourner plead with Thee,
And Thou refuse the mourner's plea?
Doth not Thy word still fixed remain,
That none shall seek Thy face in vain?

That were a grief I could not bear,
Didst Thou not hear and answer prayer:
But a prayer-hearing, answering God
Supports me under every load.

William Cowper, 1779.
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STANLEY EASEY CORDLE
(The Hill Farm, Chelmondiston, Ipswich)

WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE MAY 18TH, 1961, AGED 79 YEARS

THE late Mr. S. E. Cordle was born in the village of Chelmondiston,
at Ash Tree Cottage on the 27th of December, 1881. His father,
the late John Cordle, was the Pastor of the Strict Baptist Chapel,
Chelmondiston, and at that time was living entirely by the support
of thepeop1e to whom he ministered in the things of God. In the
course of time, owing to severe persecution for the sake of the truth
of God, John Cordle was forced to seek a secular calling to maintain
his wife and large family so he moved to Harkstead, a nearby village,
where for a short time he kept a grocer's shop. He eventually took
a small farm in the village of Freston, two of his sons, Herbert and
Stanley, working at home to help him.

It seems from what Mr. S. E. Cordle once said in the presence
of the writer, that it was while he was living at Potash Farm, Freston,
he used to attend some Bible Classes conducted by the evangelical
clergyman in the village, and it was at one of these meetings that
the Holy Spirit convinced him of his sinnersl}ip before a Holy God.

While he was living at home with his parents at Freston, he fell
in love with Lilian Freeman, a godly young woman who was attend
ing the ministry of the late William Kern, at Bethesda, Ipswich.
They were joined in holy matrimony at the Strict Baptist Chapel,
BJakenham, 011 October 28th, 1909, by the late Mr. Harsant, who
used to be Pastor at Olley, Suffolk.

Mr. and Mrs. Cordle took a little cottage in Chelmondiston, and
for three years Mr. Cordle still worked for his father, who had now
moved to Walnut Tree Farm, Chelmondiston. In October, 1912,
the I;.-ord opened the way for him to rent Hill Farm, Chelmondiston,
where he spent the rest of his life. The writer has often heard him
speak of the wonderful way in which the Lord worked to make it
possible for him to have the Hill Farm. He used to speak of how
he wheeled the last barrow-load of his belongings up to his new
abode, and his wife and himself took their last look at the little
cottage where they had spent the first three years of happy married
life. When they moved into the farm they had two little boys, but
eventually their family grew to four sons and five daughters.
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ISAIAH 30: 18

Mr. Cordle attended his father's ministry, and although the Lord
taught him the plague of his own heart, and brought him to see
himself as a lost sinner, totally incapable of doing anything towards
his salvation, yet he was made to embrace the Rock for want of
shelter. He could well be described as one of Bunyan's fearing
characters, he could not boast of a deep law work, nor of a clear
deliverance into the liberty of the Gospel, as the Lord gives some
of His people, but he was well taught in the things of God. About
forty years ago, while sitting at his table one morning, the Lord
applied Isaiah 30, verse 18, with power and comfort to his soul; he
was enabled to hang on to this promise all the rest of his life, and
would often quote it. When in conversation with the writer a short
time before he died, he mentioned it with tears in his eyes.

In the year 1919 he made application to join the church of God
at Chelmondiston, and was baptised by his dear father in the river
Orwell one Sunday afternoon. He became an honourable member
of the Church, and later holding office as a Deacon; yea, the Lord
made him a pillar to the end of his days. His contention for the
truth was very marked and sincere, for to him all that really
mattered was to be right with God, and it was his earnest desire
that God's name and truth should be honoured and maintained
according to the Holy Scriptures. He was firmly convinced of the
importance of the doctrines of grace, and contended strongly for
the truth of Divine Sovereignty; he was also a firm believer in the
predestinating purposes of a covenant keeping God, and as he got
older these things were more real and precious to him.

AN ACCIDENT

He worked very hard in his business of farming, and with a
growing family, shortage of money, and a desire to hold up a
honest head in the world, he often found life hard and strenuous.
About the year 1926, when he was forty-five years of age, he hurt
himself while lifting hay with a pitchfork, and it seems that he
damaged some muscles connected with his heart from which he
never fully recovered, but kept struggling on for about twelve years.
In 1938, owing to the development of angina, he had to give up all
manual work, and was never able to take an active part in the
management of the farm again. He became subject to very severe
heart attacks, and at one time it was feared that his life would not
be prolonged, but through the mercy and goodness of God he was
able to lead quite a comfortable life for many years, although he
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had many illnesses and often suffered much pain when the attacks
came on.

During the war years his health seemed in a very precarious
condition. His dear wife tended him in every detail, and her loving
care and attention was blessed of God, as was also the medical skill,
so that his life was spared and he settled down to the position of a
partial invalid, which continued more or less to the end of his life.
The devotion of his loving wife and two dear daughters was much
appreciated by him.

He was able to continue his active interest in the chapel, and the
things of God were constantly on his mind. As the years passed
he had many fears about his end, and would often express his
concern as towhether he was right with God. Many times he has
said that his path seemed such a mysterious one spiritually, and he
wished he could see the hand of God in grace as he could in provi
dence, fo'r he could not claim the assurance that he wanted, clear
assurance without a shadow of a doubt; but the Lord did not see fit
to grant him such clear shining as he has done some. He would
often speak of his lost and undone condition, and testify that he
had no hope or trust only in the Lord Jesus, and at times it was
very beautiful to hear him talk of Him in the most endearing terms,
and then he would add, "I do want to love Him."

LOVING HOSPITALITY

The Lord made him a profitable hearer under the preached word,
and often he would tell of the help and blessing he had received
when Christ had been exalted on the pole of the Gospel; the higher
Christ was lifted up, the more it rejoiced his heart. Many of the
servants of God who preached the truth in the chapel at Chelmon
diston, can still testify of his love for' Christ and His Gospel. His
home was a place where many of the Lord's ministers received
comfort and loving hospitality, and the writer has often heard him
say that the Lord's people were welcome in his house, but he did
not want the others. God only knows how many of His servants
and tried people have received help from Mr. S..E. Cordle, who
did not believe in letting his right hand know what his left hand did.
As the years went on those that knew him and were intimately
connected with him, could discern the effects of his long affliction.
It could be truthfully said that he mellowed in the truest sense, for
when a young man he was somewhat hasty, and sometimes it was
thought severe. Now these things seemed gone, and he manifested
the Spirit of Christ in a very beautiful way, and, although at times
the old fire would show itself, he now possessed a very tender
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conscience and would be truly exercised that he might act and
speak in the spirit of love, forbearance and humility.

MRS. CORDLE

His dear wife's health, which had been in a delicate condition for
some years, gave way in 1951, and it resulted in her being an
invalid for the rest of her days. Mr. Cordle was able to leave her
in the Lord's hands, and would often say, "Whatever the Lord does
is right." It was most remarkable to see the Lord's hand in both
their cases, for although they were now both invalids they were
often able to get downstairs, in the summer months attend the
services at the chapel, and when the weather was favourable they
could take a ride in a car. They both frequently spoke of the Lord's
goodness to them, in that they were able to be together, and spend
their latter days in each other's company. In October 1959, they
enjoyed the privilege of celebrating their Golden Wedding anni
versary. A family party gathered at Hill Farm and heard them
rehearse the goodness and mercy of God during the past fifty years.
It was felt by all to be a very happy occasion.

In December, 1960, his wife was taken very ill, she never re
covered, but on January3rd, 1961 she entered Heaven. She had a
most blessed end, and it was wonderful to be in ,her company as
she was dying. She knew that she was leaving this world and said
so, and had the blessed assurance that she was going to Glory, for
the Lord gave her to realise that all her sins were washed away by
the precious blood of Jesus. It was wonderful to see the grace given
to her dear husband in this trial, as with the type of affliction from
which he suffered, it could have brought on a heart attack, but he
had grace according to his day, and was able to sit and see his
dear one dying, and hear her blessed testimony. It was very touch
ing when she told him that it would not be long before he came to
Heaven too; he replied, "I hope so"; she said, "Of course you will."
He was not actually with her when she left this sin-sodden world for
Heaven, but the grace giyen to him was very remarkable; he keenly
felt the parting, but looked higher and saw the loving hand of God
in it all. CLOSING DAYS

After his wife's death he seemed to improve in his health, in
fact he was better than he had been for a long while. It was a
pleasure to visit him. Sometimes he would manifest concern about
his standing in the things of God, and seem to be in the dark; but
always he came back to the old spot, and said, "I have np hope
only in the Lord Jesus Christ," His grasp of the truth of God was
very firm and clear right up to the end. It was beautiful to listen to
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him· talk of the love of Christ to poor sinners, and even though he
would fear to claim a personal interest in the same, yet he was
resting on the finished work of the dear Redeemer.

In the early part of May, 1961, he developed trouble so that
medical skill advis~d an operation, and on May 16th he was taken
to the East Suffolk and Ipswich Hospital. The writer saw him off;
he was so willing to go as he felt that the Lord's hand was in it all,
saying as he left the bedroom, "I hope that I shall be brought
through." His two daughters, a son and others went to see him on
the Wednesday. He seemed so nicely, and when asked if he had
been troubled with any heart pains, he replied that he had not. On
Thursday morning, the writer went to see him and found that he
was waiting for the theatre; he was very calm and comfortable, and
seemed blessed with peace of mind. He just had no fear, and was
able to leave it all in the Lord's hands. He asked for a word of
prayer, and quoted very feelingly Psalm 57, verse 2; he said, "My
life is not in the doctor's hands." He spoke of the Lord's goodness
to him, and what a mercy it was he had never been allowed to
oring a disgrace on the cause of Christ, and also said, "I am a
poor unworthy wretch, I have no hope only in the Lord Jesus," to
which one present replied, "You have got a good Anchor."

He had the operation about an hour after this visit, it proved
• successful and he regained consciousness, but after about an hour

or so he suddenly had a heart attack and left this sin stricken world
for Heaven.

The Lord made him what he was in the things of God, and blessed
him with the grace of humility, but he also gave him a clear insight
of the truth. He was blessed with a very tender conscience, a
scrupulous regard for the Lord's day, and a particular respect for
the Holy Word of God. He dearly loved the people of God, and
was made a great help to many of His tried saints in various parts;
in fact, it can be said, that the Lord made him a blessing to the
Church of God; but he would be the first to say, that after all he
was an unprofitable servant. He could not stand the present day
trend in the religious world, where salvation is made to depend on
the works and services,of the creature, but would say, "There is no
other hope only in the dear Lord Jesus."

His mortal remains were laid to rest in the chapel graveyard at
Chelmondiston on May 22nd, Mr. H. Moss conducting the service,
in the presence of several friends and his sorrowing family. "The
Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away, blessed be the name of
the Lord."
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IN MEMORIAM

THE LATE REV. J. P. MACQuEEN (London)

The following reference has appeared in The Quarterly Record
of the Trinitarian Bible Society:

"The Society suffered a great loss by the sudden death on June
13th of the Rev. J. P. MacQueen, minister of the congregation of
the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland in Victoria, London.
Mr. MacQueen was for many years a devoted friend of the Society;
and served on the General Committee from 1946. He,took a deep
interest in the work of the Society, and was last present with us
at the meeting of the Committee in May.

"Long before he joined the Committee he' was very actively and
ably commending the principles and work of the Society in Aus
tralia, Canada and New Zealand, where he travelled extensively
immediately after his ordination in 1934.

"His long and fruitful ministry at Victoria, London, began in
1936, and there he continued faithfully and diligently to proclaim
the unsearchable riches of Christ, graciously expounding the truth
of God's sacred Word, and fearlessly exposing the errors and false
doctrines so lamentably prevalent in our time.

"MI. MacQueen's interest in the work was accompanied by a
sympathetic understanding of the essential fundamental principles
upon which the Society was established. Towards the end of 1935
he contributed a long and informative letter to the Protestant World
(published in Sydney, Australia), drawing attention to the Society's
insistence upon the circulation of Protestant versions of the Scrip·
tures alone. From that time onwards, for more than a quarter of a
century, his interest in the work was maintained ..

"We have lost a good friend whom we respected and loved, and
we deeply sympathise with the bereaved relatives, friends and
congregation, whose loss we share."
Trinitarian Bible Society, -Quarterly Record, Oct.-Dec. 1.961.

7 Bury Place,
London, w.e.I.
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SERMONS & NO'rES OF SERMONS

TRANSFORMED BY THE RENEWING OF THE MIND

A SERMON BY THE REV. H. M. CARSON
(Vicar of St. Paul's, Cambridge)

"But be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind."
-Romans 12: 2.

IN his call to holiness, Paul has just been speaking negatively. He
has been urging his Christian brethren not to be "conformed to this
world"; not to take up the fleeting fashions of the world around, a
world out of touch with God, a world organised indeed, in rebellion
against God's authority. Now he turns to the positive ~spect. He
says, "No, do not be conformed to this world; do not fall into the
passing fashions of this age, but be ye transformed by the renewing
of your mind."

THE EXPERIENCE OF THE NEW BIRTH

Now what does Paul mean by this transformation? Let us begin
with what we may call the basic, spiritual experience of any be
liever; and that is the experience of the new birth, of which the
Lord Jesus spoke to Nicodemus. Now what does the Lord mean
by the new birth? Take man as he is, a man apart from the grace of
God. How does the Bible view him? It views him in a very realistic
fashion. It speaks of man being "dead in trespasses and sins";
spiritually out of touch with God; unable to understand God's
ways; unable to respond to God because his will is in a state of
bondage. The new birth, by contrast, is the picture of man being
made alive by the mighty operation of the Spirit of God, so that he
begins to understand the gospel. He becomes aware of God. He
can hear God's voice. He is enabled, by God's grace, to respond in
repentance and faith. He is a new man.

Now quite clearly, such a radical transformation involves a
miracle. This is nothing less than new life, nothing less than a new
beginning. This is something which is obviously poles apart from
any idea of mere moral reformation. There is a vast gulf between a
man, be he ever so reformed, be he ever so moral or religious, and
the man who is regenerate, a man who is born again of the Spirit
of God. There is all the difference between the most cunningly
produced doll in the shop and the most ordinary baby. There is a
fundamental difference between the most brilliantly produced elec-
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tronic brain and the most illiterate human being. In the one case
there is evidence of skill and so on; in the other case there is life.
And there is that fundamental difference between a man, be he ever
so clever, be he ever so moral, be he ever so religious, and a man
who is ·a new creature by the operation of the Holy Spirit. Quite
clearly, this new birth, by its very nature, is something that God
effects. The very picture that is used of birth suggests that it is God
who works, God who imparts life to us. You get the same idea if
you turn to Paul when he writes to the Corinthians and speaks of
the fact of a man being in Christ, he is therefore a new creation.
The very term creation, takes you back to the beginning of all things
when God spoke, and, by the Word of God, the universe came into
being; there was a completely new beginning. So when a man be
comes a new creation, there is evidence of a mighty working of God,
so that s0'!1ething new comes into being.

Now what is this something new which comes into being when a
man is born again? When you and I are born physically, when we
come into this world, the Bible would say that we are "in Adam."
In other words, we belong to that race which stems from Adam, and
being born into that race we are involved in the sin of that race.
We are membeJ;s of a fallen humanity. Now the believer is con
stantly referred to in the New Testament as being "in Christ." He
belongs to a new humanity, a redeemed humanity, a humanity in
touch and in communion with God. Now in the new birth, this
tremendous thing happens: the man who is in Adam, ceases to be,
the man who is in Christ, has his beginning. God lillplants His very
life within the soul, and so in the New Testament you get the
thought of dying and rising again. The man I was has ceased to be,
the man I now am in Christ has come into being.

CONFLICT

Now someone begins to quote his own experience; and of course,
is this not true of all of us, we find that, while the Bible. speaks of
us as being new creatures, and new men in Christ, yet it is still very
evidently true that sin is still a reality. Yes, of course! Because
there are new desires in our hearts. We want to please God; and
we long to serve Him; but all the time we know very much how
strong temptation is. And not only is temptation strong; but we are
aware of the fact that we so often succumb to it, and we ask, what
are we to make of these statements of Scripture? Is it really true
that we are new men in Christ? If we are, then why do we fail?
Why do we sin? Why is our Christian life so often marred by
blemishes and defeat? The answer surely is, from Scripture, and
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how well it tallies with experience, that while we are on this side of
heaven, we are still involved in the old nature which we inherited by
our birth. True, I am a new man in Christ, but it is also true that
I inherit that old nature of Adam; and as a result there is this
tension, this conflict within, as the new man in Christ battles with
the old nature in which he is involved.

When a child is born, one of the first things that the parents want
a doctor to say is that it is a healthy, strong one. And yet, no
matter how strong and healthy that infant is, there is in that body
the seeds of decay and ultimate death. That child will grow, but
ultimately he will get sick and he will die, as is the common lot of
humanity. When man is in Christ, he is a babe in Christ; and yet
in this old nature which he has, there are the seeds of something
far more serious than mere physical decay and death, there are the
seeds of sin. That means that the babe in Christ and the man in
Christ, while he has the very life of God within, while the Spirit of
God dwells in him, yet he is still involved in this old nature.

You know, we are not in the body like a lodger in a lodging house.
You may move your lodging house, you may move from one house
to another; you belong there temporarily; you are not closely knit
to the lodgings or to the people who own those lodgings. But we
do not dwell in our bodies, as it were, just like lodgers. We are
intimately knit with the body in which we are. We are one person,
and that makes the conflict all the more intense. I belong to the
new world, but my nature belongs to this world, and it means that
all the way through there is going to be conflict.

DIFFERENT ANSWERS

Now, we ask, if this is the condition in which the Chdstian finds
himself-the Christian a new man in Christ involved in an old
nature, which stems from Adam-what are the prospects for
Christian living? In what way are we to think of holiness? Now
different answers have been given in Christian history.

There is one answer which seems to me completely unreal as far
as either Scripture or experience is concerned and it is this: that
the believer should reach the position when the old nature is com
pletely done away, when the root of sin is removed; in other words,
that the Christian should reach the condition of sinless perfection.
Well, that is very far from Scripture I would say, very far from the
Apostle Paul who could say, "Not as though I had already attained,
or were already perfect: but I follow after." Not like the Apostle
Paul who toward the end of his days could speak of himself as the
chief of sinners. Indeed one of the great dangers of this kind of
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teaching is that it can lead to complacency. A man may succeed in
conquering some of the gross sins of the flesh, and he imagines he
has become sinlessly perfect. He speaks of not having sinned for
months or for years, forgetting that the sins of pride and self esteem,
and all the rest, are just as pernicious as any gross sin of the flesh.
So professions of perfection can so often lead to complacency, or on
the other side they will lead to utter frustration. How many
Christians are in a state of utter despair because they have this
standard set before them: they imagine that they ought to be
perfect, and they know very well, if they are honest with them
selves, that they are not. and so they gO on in this constant state of
utter frustration of spirit.

Let us turn from that (because I think it bears obviously upon it
the marks of being not only unbiblical but totally unrelated to life
as we know it), to two other views. There are those who picture
holiness in terms of counteraction. You have, as it were, two sides
equally balanced, and the war continues between these two sides.
There is a sort of spiritual equilibrium, and holiness consists in
keeping the enemy at bay. The old nature remains just as it is;
and, of course, the old nature being sinful will show itself in sinful
actions. Holiness then consists in dealing with this unrighteous
action and that unholy word, and with this sinful thought. The
result is that this conception pictures you as always being in that
condition right to the end, so that when you reach the end of your
life, you are no further forward really than when you began. It has
just been the case of keeping the balance all the way through with
the new man in Christ standing over against the old nature.

It seems to me, that the most biblical view is the view which
has been described as "progressive eradication." If anyone does
any gardening and takes over a new house in which the place is an
absolute wilderness, they will know what progressive eradication
means. It means gradually dealing with all the rubbish, and the
weeds, and the accumulation which the builders have left behind.
and gradually bringing the whole thing under control. Now holiness.
in the New Testament, would seem to be pictured in terms of the
new man in Christ gradually bringing the old nature under control.
Indeed it is pictured as something even more drastic than that: we
are called to mortify, to kill, to put to death the deeds of the flesh.
Now it is perfectly true from the Scripture, and how true it is from
experience. that the final eradication of the old nature will only
take place in that day when we are glorified. That is why, of course,
in the work of salvation that is not only the beginning, the new
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birth; there is not only the process of sanctification whereby God
makes us holy; there is the final stage of glorification wherein God
makes us perfect; and once and for all, and to all eternity, the flesh
is destroyed. So, I say, this side of glory, we are always in that
state of reaching forward, rather than having attained; and that is
why I speak of progressive eradication. If one may use a different
picture: when troops are invading a country, the important thing
is to establish a bridgehead. In a sense, once the bridgehead is
established, victory is virtually accomplished. When Wolfe stormed
the heights of Quebec, Canada was won. Of course, there were still
many pockets of resistance that had to be ferreted out. There was
still a great deal of fighting, but in a sense, when they stood on
the heights of Quebec, victory was theirs. When the bridgehead is
established in the life by the Spirit of God, when a man becomes?
new creature in Christ Jesus, from the eternal standpoint, God
seeing the end from the beginning, victory is sure and certain. Of
course, there are still pockets of resistance; of course, there are still
possibilities of counter-attack, and right to the very end there w.ill
be those pockets of resistance and there will be those counter
attacks of the evil one. But all the time the Christian is to think,
not in terms of just, as it were, holding to the point he has attained,
but of reaching out, pressing on, seeking to mortify the flesh, seeking
to bring more and more of his nature under the control of the Spirit
of God. That is why he prays "Oh for a heart to praise my God,
a heart from sin set free." He is never content with just dealing
with this and that outward symptom of sin, he is longing constantly
to be pressing forward and to deal with the very nature which
produces the sins. That is why he is carried forward with the vision
of tQat great and glorious day, when this nature with which now he
battles, will once and for all be dealt with by God.

So I would say, that by transformation, Paul means this con
stantly deepening change which is wrought by the power of the
Spirit of God, whereby, by God's grace, we seek to bring under
control our nature; so that the new man in Christ mortifies the
deeds of the body. Now the obvious question that comes is, how?
Many a Christian will say, "Yes, it is very wonderful to see the
picture of the Christian life, but I turn from that ideal and I look
at myself, and I know myself," and the trouble is that so many
Chrisitans when they say that, seem to suggest that they are pecu
liarly tempted. In fact this is one of the by-products of sin. We
think we are all alone in the matter; no one else is tempted quite as
we are; no one else has got our weaknesses. When we get down to
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it, of course, we find that while one particular temptation may beset
some of us more than others, at the basic level we all share the
same common weaknesses.

THE EMPHASIS ON THE MIND

How then are we to seek to mortify the deeds of the body?
How are we to go on in this Christian life. Here is Paul's answer,
"Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind." You notice the
emphasis on the mind. All saving grace, the Puritans used to say,
comes through the mind. This is something that is far divorced ill
from modern thinking in the churches. The mind is so often •
relegated. The emotions, yes they may be affected by the atmo-
sphere of a service or the atmosphere of a meeting, but the mind-
Oh, we are suspicious of doctrine nowadays. Doctrine is a thing
which divides people. Doctrine is a thing, we are told, which is
sterile and barren, and we are to beware of it. We are even told
nowadays that we must avoid terms like "Protestant" and
"Catholic," far removed, this, I would say, far removed from the
New Testament, because here the whole emphasis is the other way
round. Instead of drifting on in a blessed fog of sentimentality, we
are to press on to have our minds renewed. What is the typical
approach of God in Scripture: is it not this? "Come now and let us
reason together, saith the Lord." God calls us and deals with us as
intelligent human beings. He argues with us, and discusses with us.
How does faith come? Faith does not come through some surge of
the feelings. "Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of
God." So Paul says that if you are going to be transformed spirit-
ually, you must have your mind renewed.

Now why is this truth so vital? Surely because it is in the mind,
that we so often first taste defeat. Go back to Genesis and read
the story of Eden and the Fall. How did the defeat come? It came
at this very point. How was Eve tempted? Through her thinking.
The evil one conducts a discussion. By means of an argument, he
sows doubts in her mind; and it is when she is defeated in her
thinking, that very soon she is morally and spiritually defeated. It
is here that the devil always operates. He blinds our minds; he puts
wrong views of God there; he puts wrong views of ourselves in our
minds, and the result is he leads us t9 the point where we can
deceive ourselves. Now the new birth is essentially a giving of light
and life. The Spirit of God shines into the darkened mind, and we
begin to understand in a way that we did not understand before; and
the Spirit of God leads us on in our understanding, and it is in so far
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I

as our minds and our thinking is renewed, that we are transformed
spiritually.

MARKS OF A RENEWED MIND

Now what are the characteristics, what are the marks, what is
the evidence of a renewed mind? How does it show itself? I
would say that it means that we have a new starting point in our
thinking. The unregenerate man, the man who has not experienced
the grace and the forgiveness of God, he begins with man in his
thinking, so he is always thinking in terms of "how does this affect
me" and "how will this forward my interests." Indeed, even when
he becomes religious, he is still man-centred in his thinking. It is,
"how may I make myself fit for God; how' may I enjoy God's
blessing?" Indeed, the Christian is often influenced in the same
way. He does not ask, "Is this thing biblical; is it in accordance
with God's will?" but "what kind of reaction do I have to this?
Does this bring a feeling of blessedness to me?" It is all in terms of
being man-centred, whereas the man whose mind is renewed begins
with God. God is in the centre of his thinking, and everything is
tested according to God's will and God's Word.

You know, from time immemorial men have scanned the heavens..
but men's thinking about astronomy was always hindered until there
was the Copernican Revolution; and what was that? Men used to
think that the earth was the centre of the universe and everything
went round the earth; and it was only when they began to realise
that the sun was the centre that their whole thinking was revolu
tionised, and it affected all their studies. Now the longer we remain
in the condition of having man at the centre of our spiritual and
moral universe, so the more we are going to be in a state of
confusion. A renewed mind sees God at the centre of all things,
and then all things begin to fall into shape.

Another mark of the renewed mind is that the man whose mind
has been renewed. has got new horizons. You see, the man who is
unregenerate is limited to this world and he canly think in terms
of this world. Is it any wonder then, that his horizon is so limited?
The man who has been renewed by the grace of God, awakens up to
the fact that he does not just belong to this world, he belongs to
eternity, and so he looks beyond the narrow confines of this life.
He looks to that life which is yet to be, and seeks to live according
to that life. When Columbus discovered America, it opened up
new vistas to the world of his day. When a man who is illiterate
in some primitive community learns to read, again it opens up wide
vistas for him. Now he enters through a door into a new field of
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understanding and learning. So when a man is renewed by the
Spirit of God, his mind is opened up in a way that it was not before.
He may have been very intellectual and highly educated before, but
as far as this field of learning was concerned, he was a complete
ignoramus; now his mind is opened up, and he begins to think in
terms of eternity.

Not only that, he has a new honesty in his thinking. He begins
not only to have God at the centre, but he begins to see himself in
his true relationship to God. Before, when man was at the centre,
man was supreme, as it were. Once you begin to think about God
being central, you see man in his state of dependence, so that
holiness.is something that is wrought out the whole way through
in terms of my reliance upon the power of the Spirit of God. It is
not just a continuation of the old self-effort in which I tried my
very best to deal with sin. Now rather, it is a life of active holiness
in dependence upon the power of the Spirit of God. It means a new
honesty too, about my spiritual state. I realise how sinful I really
am. I acknowledge the fact that, if this mortification of the flesh is
to take place, if there is to be this progressive eradication, it must
be as God works mightily in me. I begin too, to see my destiny.
I am not just a creature of time. of three score years and ten. J
belong to the world to come, and already by God's grace, I have
been made a member of that kingdom and therefore I realise my
responsibility to live worthily. A new honesty is a mark of the
renewed mind.

HOW IS THE MIND RENEWED?

But we have to ask a further question: how is the mind renewed?
You see how we have been moving? We need to be transformed
within by the Spirit of God. That transformation takes place as
the mind is renewed, as our thinking is set right, and so we ask,
how is our thinking set right? In the very same way as our spiritual
life began, by the operation, by the working of the Holy Ghost.
Now how does the Spirit set our thinking right? How does He
renew our minds in order that we might think straight about God
and about ourselves, in order that we might understand what it
means to live holy lives?

First of all, He removes the scales from our eyes. What a thrilling
thing it is when a man who is blind in sin can see God. r remember
an old lady in a parish where I was curate, she had not been able
to see for years, and they took her into hospital and removed the
cataract from her eyes, and the thrill it was! Of course, not having
lived through the experience it is hard to realise how deep her thrill
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was, that she could see, see the family, see to read, how wonderful
it was. This is the great thing that happens to any of us, blinded by
sin in our spiritual light, when the scales of sin are removed by the
operation of the Spirit and we can see! Was that not the confession
of the blind man? "Once I was blind, and now I can see"-see my
Saviour!

But He does not only do it negatively, He restores the sight, and
He enables us to think clearly. When you go back to the Creation,
man was created in God's image. It meant that he could think
straight, and he had an understanding of God and His ways. The
result of the Fall was that man's thinking was awry and he could
no longer think straight about God. The Spirit renews us in, the
image of Christ, so that our thinking begins gradually to be straight
ened out. Of course, it does not happen overnight. Indeed, once
again, it is only perfected in that day when we shall know even as
also we are known. But in the meantime, we are going forward, and
our minds are day by day being renewed by the Spirit of God.

THE INSTRUMENT USED IS THE WORD OF GOD

What is the instrument that the Spirit uses? The very same
instrument that He used at first to bring liS to Christ, the Word
of God. It was through this Word that the Spirit brought us to
Christ as our Saviour. The Christ who was presented to us was the
Christ of Scripture. The faith by which we laid hold on Him, was
a faith which was a response to this Word and let me embhasise
this: the whole way through your Christian life' and mine, this
transformation which means an advance in holiness, which stems
from a renewed mind, means simply this, a deepening grasp of the
truths of this book. The Spirit enables us to understand. He gives
us the mind of the Spirit, whereby we can probe into the depths of
the Word. He enables us to see how this applies to our life, so
that we do not treat it just as a book of abstract spiritual truths
but a book for our daily living, and by His grace He enables us to
live it out in our daily lives. So here is the foundation of holiness.
This is the pathway, and it is because we are so slow and sluggish,
so lazy and indolent as far as our attitude to the Word is concerned.
that so often we live such poor spiritual lives. God calls us to give
our minds to this Book, in order that the Spirit may renew our
minds, so that seeing God as He is, seeing ourselves as we really
are, we may go forward. "Be transformed by the renewing of your
mind." A COMMAND

This is a command, you will notice. This is not a request. Be
transformed! Holiness is not an optional extra. Holiness is not a
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hobby for a few super-keen Christians. Holiness is a basic require
ment for every believer. It is a constant call this; be ye transformed
daily. This is not something that happens once and for all in a
meeting, when I make an act of consecration and that is the end of
it, so that I am carried on the momentum of that the whole way to
glory. Far from it! This is something which is a daily experience,
as we seek to submit our minds and our whole beings to the
incoming al1'd indwelling power of the Spirit of God, that so we may
go forward.

But, you know, it is a confident call. Paul had just said earlier,
"I beseech you, therefore, brethren, that you present your bodies."
In view of what God has done in giving Christ to die for you, in
view of what God purposes to do for you in taking you to glory,
in view of all that, give yourselves to Him. It is because of that
confident reliance upon God's mighty plan of salvation that this is
such a confident call. Be transformed, because this is not a hopeless
quest, this is something that leads to sure and certain victory. So
the call is a call of encouragement to any defeated Christian, to
someone who has been struggling along on the basis of their own
resources; lift up your hearts and realise that the God who has
chosen you in Christ, the God who has brought you to faith, the
God who will keep you, He is the God who now calls you and
calls me to holiness of life. So then, by His grace, let us root out
the enemy. Let us turn our backs on the world and repudiate it and
all its ways. Let us tread down the flesh, and let us resist the devil.
Let us fill our minds with the Word of God that so our lives may
be filled with the Spirit.

"Be ye transformed by the renewing of the mind."
Cambridge, 1961. HERBERT M. CARSON.

COMFORTER DIVJNE
o Comforter Divine, now come to me

And wean me from this world's alluring snare;
To springs celestial would my spirit flee

And put aside the thoughts which breed despair.
Help me, my God, to cast on Thee may care,

Steadfast and strengthened with Thy Spirit's might,
Knowing I find Thy presence everywhere;

So shall I learn to do Thy will aright
And find my pilgrim way an unalJoyed delight.

Rodden Rectory, Frame. T. Pittaway.
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THE PAPACY, AND CLAIMS TO INFALLIBILITY
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PAPAL Rome lays great stress upon her supposed infallibility. She
holds that her system cannot err, being infallible. They would
conceive that, in consequence of human frailty, an infallible guide
is required. On this subject there have been discordant opinions in
all ages within the pale of the Papal system, some saying that it
exists in councils. others in the Popes, others again in Pope and
council. TheVatkan decree of 1870 makes it reside in the Pope.
We shall see how little claim either the Pope or his system has to
infallibility!

I.-"TO THE LAW AND THE TESTIMONY .•.."

"To the law and the testimony: if they speak not according to
this word, it is because there is no light in them" (Isaiah 8: 20).
Scripture opposes such infallibility as Rome claims. The church of
the present is but the continuation of the church of the past dis
pensation. "This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness
with the angel which spake to him in the mount Sina, and with our
fathers; who received the lively oracles to give unto us" (Acts
7: 38). Rome pretends that she' is the sole church of the Christian
dispensation. We would not grant her claim to a Christian church
at all, but, even if we would grant it, that would not prove her to be
infallible.

The ancient church was not infallible, as an appeal to Scripture
will testify. For example, Aaron led the people in their idolatry
(Exod. 32); Urijah the priest acted likewise (2 Kings 16); Jeremiah
reproved the priests for their idolatry (Jer. 2: 8; 23, 15); Ezekiel did
the same (Ezek. 7: 26; 44: 10); Paul declared that "grievous wolves"
and "perverse men" should arise (Acts 20: 29, 30; 1 Tim. 4: 1;
2 Thess. 2: 3-4), and the apostle especially warns Rome against that
very claim she now makes, and tells her plainly that she is liable to
fall: "Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou
bearest not the root, but the root thee..... Be not high-minded,
but fear; for if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest
he also spare not thee. Behold, therefore, the goodness and severity
of God; on them which fell; severity; but toward thee, goodness, if
thou continue in his goodness; otherwise thou also shalt be cut off"
(Rom. 11: 18-22).
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The Pope's claim of infallibility is founded on Peter's supposed
infallibility: but was Peter infallible? If so, strange that he was the
only apostle whom our Lord called "Satan"; and the only one who
denied Him with curses; that he did not settle the difficulty at the
council of Jerusalem (Acts 15), it being James who gave sentence;
that Paul should have dared to withstand him to the face for his
dissembling (Gal. 2); that the apostles should have disputed about
superiority after our Lord had said, "Thou art Peter," etc. (Matt.
16-18); that Paul should ever speak alone of Christ as the church's
head, and never of Peter (Eph. 1: 22-23,5: 23; Col. 1: 18). and say
that he himself was equal to any apostle. If. then. the Pope's
infallibility depends upon that of Peter. he has little claim to it,
for if ever a fallible man lived, it was the apostle Peter. Peter says
that false teachers would arise in the same way as the false prophets
in Israel (2 Peter 2: 1-2, 3-1-4, 17).

No infallibility or indefectibility was promised to the church
militant.

"Though the apostasy of the Christian church is distinctly
predicted," writes Dr. C. H. H. Wright, "there are many pro
mises of final preservation given to true believers in Christ.
Such, e.g., are the promises of our Lord (John 10: 27-29). and
promises in John 14 to 16, those in his prayer. John 17. and
that in Matt. 28: 20; the statements of Paul (Rom. 8: 35-39;
Phil. 1: 6), Jude 24, and many others. But no promise is made
to the church as a visible society, nor any assurance given that
the teachers of that church are to be preserved from error.
The passage Matthew 16: 18 has been grossly misinterpreted.
The "gates of hell," or, in the original Greek, "gates of Hades"
(i.e., the unseen-world) are the gates of the grave, and the pro
mise there is that every one of Christ's people will share in the
resurrection glory depicted in 1 Cor. 15: 54-56. That phrase is
never employed in the sense of the powers of darkness. Hence
the infallibilty or indefectibility of the church is not taught in
that passage, however widely spread such an interpretation
may be" (Roman Catholicism, pp. 41-2)

n.-THE DIRECT TEACHING OF ROME

The direct teaching of Rome upon the subject is as follows:

The Catechism of Trent says:
"But as this one church, because governed by the Holy Ghost,

cannot err in faith and morals. it follows that all other societies
arrogating to themselves the name of church. because guided by
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the spirit of darkness, are sunk in the most pernicious errors."

The Vatican Council Decree, 1870, says:
. "We teach, and define that it is a dogma divinely revealed,
.that the Roman Pontiff, when he speaks ex-cathedra, that is,
when in discharge of the office of pastor and doctor of all
Christians, by virtue of his supreme apostolic authority, he de
fines a doctrine regarding faith or morals to be held by the
Universal Church . . . . is possessed of infallibility, with which
the Divine Redeemer willed that His Church should be en
dowed . . . . and that therefore all definitions of the Roman
Pontiff are irreformable . . . . of themselves, and not from the
consent of the Church."

We would make reference to Keenan's Popish Catechism. This
was a book published in 1846, and running through at least 17,000
copies before the fatal year 1870. We find in that Catechism the
qu~stion:

"Must not Catholics believe the Pope in himself to be in
·fallible?"

And we find the answer:
"This is a Protestant invention; it is no article of the Catholic

faith; no decision of his (the Pope's) can oblige under pain of
heresy, unless it be received and enforced by the teaching body,
that is, by the Bishops of the Church."

Those words were finally removed from the Catechism, not openly.
but in the most furtive and deceptive fashion. "They did not publish
a new edition of the Catechism," writes Dr. G. G. Coulton, "but the
old title page was kept, everything was kept except that this single
page was furtively removed and, with extraordinary manual skill.
a new page was glued in so as to make the substitution unseen;
and that confession again has never been met by the current
apologies" ("In Defence of the Reformation," pp. 11-12).

.IlL-THE LIVES OF THE POPES

The Popes! How ominous is the name to the ear of every
spiritually enlightened Protestant! What a train of fantastic and
strangely assorted images, sweeps rapidly through the mind at the
very mention of the too familiar word! All gorgeous emblems of
pomp and power-the triple crown, the purple robe. and the gilded
throne, followed in quick succession by the uncouth and hideous
symbols of bigotry and persecution-the gibbet, the wheel. the
thumbscrew and the rack! What a tangled web must that be which
interweaves such incongruous materials as these emblems and in-
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struments of corruption, cruelty, and pride, with the purity of the
gospel of the grace of God.

That Popes have not been infallible is evident if the lives and
character of just a few of them are considered. Pope Jol1n XII,
956 A.D., was found guilty in a Roman Synod of perjury, blas
phemy, and adultery. The election of Pope Urban VI, 1378, was
followed by the alienation of the majority of the cardinals who,
retiring from Romy, elected a rival Pope in the person of the
Bishop of Cambrai, as Clement VII, who, as a dependant on the
King of France, lived at Avignon. The ten years pontificate of
Urban VI was accompanied by deeds of violence and cruelty.

"Now," said John Wycliffe, at this time of rival popes, "is the
head of Antichrist cloven in twain, and one part contendeth against
the other."

From the fact, then, that Popes have been guilty of abominable
crimes, and have contradicted one another, we can come to no
other conclusion than that they sadly erred in morals and matters
of faith, and therefore were not infallible. It is absurd to feign
infallibility for any pontiff, except it be on the principle that many
preceding faIlibles make one infallible. We say they were, and are,
and ever must be, apostatical rather than apostolical.

IV.-ROME ADDS TO THE WORD OF GOD

Rome adds to the Word of God the Apocrypha (though it be the
writing of infallible men) and unwritten traditions. She forbids
translations of the Bible to be circulated in general, as causing
more evil than good, and she limits its interpretation in any other
manner than according "to the unanimous consent of the Fathers."
This limitation is a mockery, as everyone knows that there is no
"unanimous consent of the Fathers" to be found.

"Instead of the true Prophet and his Word, she sets up a
claim of infallibility for the Pope and his Councils," writes
Edward Bickersteth, "stamping the seal of heaven upon the
foulest error. According to the Council of Florence, the Pope
is the head of the whole church, and the father and teacher of
all Christians, and to him in Peter, was delegated by our Lord
Jesus Christ, full power to feed, rule, and govern the universal
church. Thus his prophetical office has been supplanted.

"Christ is the true High. Priest of his people. He has 'once
in the end of the world' appeared 'to put away sin by the
sacrifice of himself. We are sanctified through the offering of
the body of Jesus Christ once for all'; for 'by one offering he
hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified'; thus especially
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careful is the Holy Spirit, by repeated assertions, to show the
completeness of the one offering of Christ. Supplanting these,
the church of Rome teaches that a fresh sacrifice is made con
tinually in the mass, and that power is given to the priesthood
to consecrate, offer, and minister his body and blood, and also
to remit and retain sins. The Roman Catechism says, .'The
Church recognises in the Roman Pontiff the most exalted
degree of dignity and the full amplitude of jurisdiction. He is
the true and legitimate Vicar of Jesus Christ; he therefore
presides over the universal Church, is the father and governor
of all the faithful, of bishops also, and of all other prelates, be
their station, rank, and power what they may.' Thus His
priesthood is really nullified.

"Christ also is the King of his Church and of all the earth.
By him kings reign. But the Pope has abrogated his laws, and
counterfeited his royalty, and standing in his place, claims, as
Peter's successor, to be prince over all people, and all king
doms, to pluck up, to destroy, scatter, consume, plant, and
build. In discharge of this assumed function our own Queen
Elizabeth I was deprived of her title by the Bull of Pope Pius V,
and all her subjects were absolved from their allegiance. Thus
high does the wickedness of Popery lift itself against the
supreme King of kings, to dethrone those whom he has placed
over kingdoms.

"The sins of this church against Christ are endless. Instead
of the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in him
our God and Father, the Father of all mercies and the Goel
of all comfort, they hide Him from us, or present a God of
terror. Instead of redemption by Christ, and the appointed
signs of his body and blood, they give us wafer-masses as
fresh sacrifices for sin, and thus in effect deny the Lord that
has bought them (2 Peter 2: 1); instead of a Divine and sym
pathising Saviour, they tell us of a severe judge, and transfer
all his sympathies to the Virgin, who, though truly blessed. is
still a mere human being; thus in works (Titus 1: 16) denying
that 'the Lord has come in the flesh'; instead of setting forth
the good Shepherd as walking with us through the valley of
the shadow of death, they delude the soul with a feigned
sacrament of extreme unction. Thus does Popery show itself to
be the true Antichrist, though still partly in a mystery, and still
waiting a more full revelation of its lawless inquity, in times
now at hand; for we have many reasons to expect that Anti-
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christ will at last assume an open and infidel form, and wc
already see instances that Romanists are more and more making
their stand on infidel principles" ("Divine Warning to the
Church," pp. 172-4).

V.-IN CONCLUSION

In our consideration of the subject of Papal Infallibility. wc
were much impressed by an excellent discourse by J. B. Owen.
Incumbent of 5t. Mary's. Bilston. in 1840. This was one of a
course of sermons on the Creed of Pope Pius IV. preached by
fourteen ministers of that day. We venture to quote a few extracts
from the conclusion of Mr. Owen's discourse:

"If extraordinary propositions demand extraordinary evi
dence. Rome has no adequate proof of her Infallibility-if
equivocal inference must be superseded by opposite facts, the
argument of Infallibility is put out of court. If 'a tree be
known by its fruits,' the barren figment 'presently withers
away.' If uniformly evil affects demonstrate a prejudicial cause.
the monster would blush (if Infallibility has a sense of shame)
at the singular atrocities which claim her parentage.

"But the case of Rome, as she is, is a hopeless case on the
the rule of Christ-'they that are whole need not a physician.'
In the haughty confidence of her error. Popery can never repent
-as a church enamoured of the beau ideal of her own perfec
tion. she can never humble herself, nor confess her errors in the
sight of God. and thus Infallibility is the Roman letter which
inscribes upon the Papacy. despair! It is the doctrinal Anti
chtist. which pollutes, with its leprous influence. the whole
theology of her church. . . . . Oh! we would protest against it.
as the lunacy of a soul imagining itself a God! With the
tenderest affection for its spiritual victims. we would indig
nantly tear the spared Agag in pieces before the Lord, and
vindicate the attributes of God! We would 'call no man Father
on Earth. for 'one is our Father. even in Heaven.' We protest
against it. in the NAME OF CHRIST. whose three-fold office. as
our Prophet. Priest. and King. creature Infallibility usurps and
violates. It summons the Church to another Prophet in His
stead. 'in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and know
ledge.' To another Priest than His ministry. who is the sole
'High Priest and Apostle of our profession.' To another King
than yonder Prince of Daniel, 'whose Kingdom shall not be left
to another.' We protest against it in the name of the HOLY

GHOST, whose peculiar office as 'the Guide into all truth,' the
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remembrancer of Christ and Spirit of Inspiration-it supersedes
and nullifies, divesting 'the body of Christ,' which is His Church,
of its spirituality, its proper garment-and clothing it, like the
soldiers in the Gabbatha, with a robe of mimic royalty in its
stead! We protest against it on behalf of the HOl,Y SCRIPTURES,
whose authority is {3'ostponed-whose sense is in bondage
whose Canon is adulterated, and to whose essential Infallibility
the usurpation of the Papacy presents as blasphemous a rival
as a Pompey's statue, in the Holy Place, dictating to Israel,
the worship of the gods of Rome. . . . . Against the legitimate
exercise of man's moral faculties of reason and discernment,
Infallibility is a deep and treasonable conspiracy, plotting the
subjugation of mankind to an empire only parallel with that
of 'the god of this world,' and then only attaining its end when
humanity shall be reduced to a race of mere automata, or
passive clockwork, retaining a face indeed. but its internal
machinery regulated. wound up, and ever pointing its ,finger to
the time of the Church of Rome! Finally, and above all, we
protest against Infallibility in the high behalf of IMMORTAL
SOULS, between whom, and a scriptural faith, the opaque
shadow of a carnal mediator intercepts the immediate 'light of
the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ.'
The source of faith is shifted from the text of Revelation, to
creature commentary and vague tradition. The object of faith
presents the Church instead of God-a body instead of the
Head-and the glory above the mercy seat is hidden in the
person of the officiating priest·-they look for God and behold
a man..... It is not Tradition-nor a Council-nor a Canon
-nor the Fathers-nor the Pope-but the Word of God, which
declares: 'The wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err
therein' (Isaiah 35: 8)." F.C.

ARCHDEACON T. C. HAMMOND

"There are still openings for the spread of the Gospel; it is still
possible to instruct Roman Catholics; it is still possible to deal with
the controversial problems that are thrust upon us when we enter
on this work. It is still possible to take individuals, and by patient,
earnest, and continuous labour to sow in their hearts and minds the
seed of eternal life. It is possible, and it has been done."-The late
Archdeacon T. C. Hammond.
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"AND YE WOULD NOT"
(Sermon concluded)

Great multitudes gathered to our Lord, and brought with them
the lame, the blind, the dumb, the maimed, and many others who
were sick and infirm, and He healed them all: Insomuch that the
multitude wondered, and glorified the Dod of Israel (Matthew
15: 30, 31). The multitudes thronged Him. Surely, it would not be
true of the multitudes, "And ye would not." At onc time our Lord
fed five thousand, and at another time four thousand; hence of these
it would not be true, "And ye would not."

Now read the account of our Lord's riding into Jerusalem:
"And a very great multitude spread ttJeir garments in the way;
others cut down branches from the trees, and strawed them in the
way. And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried,
saying, Hosanna to the Son of Dayid: Blessed is He that cometh in
the Name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest." And when He
was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is
this? And the multitude said, "This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth,
of Galilee." And when He was in the temple, "the children cried,
saying, Hosanna to the Son of David" (Matthew 21). It is not true,
then, of the multitudes, nor of the children of Jerusalem, nor of the
disciples of our Lord, "And ye would not." We must look away
from the multitudes, and from the children, and from the disciples
of Christ for the explanation of the words: "And ye would not."

Who, then, were our Lord's great opponents? An answer to this
question will explain, "And ye would not." I venture to assert that
our Lord's bitter and constant opponents were the Rulers, and
especially the Scribes, the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the
T-Jerodians.

I would ask you to glance at the chapter which precedes the one
whence our text is taken. "The Pharisees took counsel how they
might entangle Him in His talk."

The Herodians were the first to encounter our Lord. They put a
question to Him about paying tribute to Oesar. Our Lord's answer
to them was so discreet that "when they heard His words. they
marvelled, and left Him, and went their way." He silenced them.

The next were the Sadducees, who put a question to Him bearing
upon the subject of the resurrection. This sect did not believe in a
resurrection, neither in angel, nor spirit. Our Lord's answer was
complete; hence, when the multitude heard what He said, "They
were astonished at His doctrine." He silenced the Sadducees.

Then the Pharisees were gathered together, and one of them put
a question to our Lord tempting Him. The question was this:
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"Master, which is the great commandment of the law?" In the
answer of our Lord, the lawyer got more than he asked for. Then,
"While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them,
saying, What think ye of Christ? Whose Son is He? They say
unto Him, The Son of David. He saith unto them, How then doth
David in spirit call Him Lord, saying, The Lord said unto my Lord,
Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool?
If David then call Him Lord, how is He his Son?" And now what
was the effect of this upon the Pharisees? "And no man was able
to answer Him a word, neither durst any man from that day forth
ask Him any more questions"? He had silenced the Herodians,
He had silenced the Sadducees, and now He silences the Pharisees.

You must bear in mind that all this is leading up to what Christ
says in the 23rd chapter: "Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and
to His disciples, saying, The Scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses'
seat." These were the Jewish doctors and teachers. He told both
the multitude and His disciples how they were to conduct them
selves. "All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe
and do; but do not ye after their works, for they say and do not."
The bad example, the evil habits, and the ambitious pride of the
Scribes and Pharisees are exposed from the 4th to the 8th verse.
They wished to be called Rabbi, Rabbi, or Master, Master, or
Father, Father. The disciples of Christ, being brethren, were to call
no man Master, and no man Father, for they h~d one Master, even
Christ, and one Father, even God the Father which is in heaven.
Those who exalt themselves shall be abased, and those who humble
themselves shall be exalted (verses 8 to 13).

The Saviour then turns upon His great enemies, and denounces
eight woes against them because of their hypocrisy, their blindness,
and their rebellion: "Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypo
crites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for ye
neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to
go in." This verse is the key to the words, "And ye would not."
"Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites-ye devour
widows' houses-ye shall receive greater damnation." "Woe unto
you, ye hypocrites." "Woe unto you, ye blind guides. . . . Ye fools
and blind." "Ye are like whited sepulchres." "Ye are full of
hypocrisy and iniquity." "Fill ye up the measure of your fathers."
''Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damna
tion of hell?" How often would I have gathered together thy
children, 0 Jerusalem, to teach them, to foster them, and to protect
them, "And ye," Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites as you are,
"would not," "Behold your house," your beautiful temple with
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its gorgeous ritual and service, 'is left unto you desolate." I will
enter it no more. "For I say unto you, ye shall not see me hence
forth, till ye shall say, Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the
Lord. It will now appear unto you very plainly, that the persons
intended in the words, "And ye would not," are the Scribes and
Pharisees, and these were among the Rulers, the teachers, and the
guides of the people. Our Lord's great enemies were not the com
mon people. It would be an interesting study for you to trace the
history of the ministry of our Lord, and the great opposition, hatred,
and indignation that He met with from those in authority. Well
might He say of them, "And ye would not." The view which I have
given you of these words is uniformly supported by all the

Evangelists. FOUR REMARKS

Now. before concluding this subject, I must make a few practical,
and I hope, profitable observations. There are some very deep
truths suggested to my own mind by our exposition of this verse.
May God help us to understand His word aright. Now observe:

1. First, the rejection of Christ by the Jews was the fulfilment of
prophecy. He was to be despised and rejected of men. He was the
stone to be refused by the builders. Hear our Lord's words: "Jesus
saith unto them, Did 'ye never read in the Scriptures, The stone
which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the
corner; this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes."
He explains this of the kingdom of God being taken from the Jews
and given 'to ,a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. Now "when
the chief Priests and Pharisees had heard His parables, they per
ceived that He spake of them." They would have killed Him, but
they feared the people (Matthew 21: 42.46). Jesus told His disciples
that "The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised
the third day" (Luke 9: 22). All these prophecies and sayings were
literally fulfilled in the rejection and death of Jesus by the wicked
Jews. They sought to destroy Him, and did so to the full extent of
their power, but the pit which they diggedfor Him they fell into
the midst ofit themselves to their own misery, ruin, and destruction.

2. Secondly, the rejection and death of Christ by the Jews
accomplished the purpose of God. The chief priests and the Phari
sees may gather together and hold a council, and finally decide to
act upon the counsel of Caiaphas the high priest, who said, "that it
is expedient for us that one man should die for the people, and that
the whole nation perish not." Caiaphas thought that if Christ were
only killed and got rid of, then tl1eir nation would be saved from
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destruction by' the Romans. The Holy Ghost thought different.
True, Jesus shal~ die, but then He shall die that He may gather
together in one-that is in Himself-the children of God which are
scattered abroad. Caiaphas intended one thing, the Holy Ghost had
designed another (John 11: 47·53). I shall here give you a quotation
from the 4th of Acts without any note or comment of my own:
"Lord, Thou art God, which hast made heaven and earth, and the
sea, and all that in them is. Who by the mouth of Thy servant
David, hast said, why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine
vain things? The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were
gathered together against the Lord, and against His Christ. For of a
truth against Thy holy child Jesus, Whom Thou hast anointed, both
Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of
Israel, were gathered together." What for? To carry out their own
malicious intentions? We shall grant all this. But then, they were
doing something more. They were working out the purpose of Him
Who had said: "My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My
pleasure." "They were gathered together, for to do whatsoever
Thy hand and Thy counsel determined before to be done" (verses
24-28). Our God can neither be disappointed nor thwarted. He
knows how to make the wrath of man to praise Him.

3. Thirdly, the rejection and death of Christ by the Jews is the
salvation of the people of God. Take a few words of St. Peter
which he addressed to the rulers of the people, and elders of Israel.
Being filled with the Holy Ghost, he said: "Be it known unto you
all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, Whom God raised from the dead,
even by Him doth this man stand before you whole. This is the
stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the
head of the corner. Neither is there salvation in any other: for there
is none other name under heaven given among men whereby we
must be saved" (Acts 4: 10-12). This Man, Christ Jesus, has put
away our sins, He has brought in an everlasting righteousness for us,
and He has sent the Holy Ghost to tell us so. We have salvation in
Christ and in no other. This is glorious news to those who need a
Saviour, and a Great One.

4. Fourthly, the rejected and crucified One is Conqueror. He
has consumed the briars and the thorns which were set against Him
in battle. He has triumphantly vanquished all opposition. Christ
and His people are one. Opposition to the children of God is
opposition to Christ. Remember the promise: "No weapon that is
formed against thee shall prosper, and every tongue that shall rise
against,three in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage



of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of Me, saith
the Lord." "It God be tor us, who can be against us." "We are
more than conquerors through Him that loved us."

If this be really so, then let us, as those who have gotten the
victory over the beast and over his followers, take our heavenly
harps and "sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the
song of the Lamb." "Great and marvellous are Thy works, Lord
God Almighty; just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints."
Amen! and Amen!

"Whate'er my God ordains is right,
Here shall my stand be taken:

Though sorrow, need, or death be thine,
Yet am I not forsaken:

My Father's care
Is round me there:

He holds me that I shall not fall,
And so to Him I leave it all!"

October 2nd, ]884. JAMES BATTERSBY.
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FOOD FROM HEAVEN
Tune: Quam Dilecta

The food which comes from Heaven
To pilgrims never fails;

It is not mixed with leaven,
This food which never stales.

It ever is preserved
To meet our daily need,

In Jesus Christ reserved,
On which our spirits feed.

Whilst in this wilderness
Hunger is satisfied,

For those whom God does bless
Are always well supplied.

This plenitude is given
To every child of grace

Who soon with Christ in Heaven
Will have their destined place.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. Pittaway.
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THE SOCIETY'S OLDEST HOME COMPLETELY
MODERNISED

Saturday, 28th October, 1961, was a red-letter day in the history
of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. After nine months in the
skilful hands of the architect and builders, the Society's oldest
Home in Sedgmoor Place, Camberwell, London, S.E.5 was re
opened completely modernised.

Central heating has been installed, a more convenient staircase to
the Chapel built, and each of the thirty-seven rooms now has its
own kitchenette, bathroom and toilet facilities.

RE-OPENING SERVICE

Some 400 friends gathered for the' Re-opening Service in the
Home Chapel and overflowed into the quadrangle and rooms below,
where the service was relayed to them. .

Mr. E. G. Eade, the Society's Chairman, thanked Mr. Alec
Livock, the architect, .and the Sub-Committee who had been re
sponsible for all the details of what he called "a super spring
cleaning." It had been a costly undertaking, but the Lord's blessing
had been upon the means used in the scheme, and to God be all
the glory.

Mr. Livock then handed over the keys to the Rev. lain Murray,
Minister of Grove Chapel, Camberwell, who accepted them on
behalf of the Society. The lesson of .the reconstruction, said Mr.
Murray, was surely this, that what we do for the Lord should be
the best. The best had been offered to God in the modernisation of
the Camberwell Home, and a lovely Home for the Lord's aged
people had been the result. He then declared the Home re-opened.

Mr. F. R. Clifford, the General Secretary, gave a resume of the
work of modernisation.

MR. MURRAY'S ADDRESS

After the singing of Isaac Watts' hymn, "Give to our God
immortal praise," Mr. Murray spoke on God's word to Jacob in
Genesis 35: I: "Arise. go up to Bethel, and dwell there."

Mr. Murray reminded his hearers that they were meeting in a
place that was full of spiritual associations, just as Bethel had
certain definite associations for Jacob. Bethel reminded Jacob of
the character of the life to which God had called him, that is, the
life of a PILGRIM, and also of the omnipresence of God, and of the
vows he had once made there.



570 The Gospel Magazine

Jacob needed to be reminded of these things, because the vision
had become dim, and the discipline of his life lax, and there was an
accumulation of worldliness to be put away before God's promises
to him could be renewed and the Divine blessing experienced.

It is the same with God's people today. The great need of the
Church is revival. Mr. Murray concluded by saying: "May this
day be a day when we here pray that God will bring such a thing
to pass."

The hymn "All hail the power of Jesus' Name" was then sung,
and after the Benediction had been pronounced those present joined
in the singing of the Doxology..

"THEIR OWN HOME"

Several of the friends were then entertained to tea by the residents
in their rool11s-"their own home" (1 Sam. 2: 20), as the Chairman
h~d so aptly called them in his address. Hundreds of God's aged
people in the past have found in this Home, in the eventide of life,
a refuge, and now once again through the goodness of God the
Camberwell Home stands ready to continue its gracious ministry
and to provide "sure dwellings" and "quiet resting places" for yet
many more of the Lord's aged people. .
The Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society,

St. Paul's Chambers,
19 Ludgate Hill,

London, E.C.4.

HISTORY'S MESSAGE

The voice of history is for ever strong;
Across the brooding centuries it speaks;

The everlasting laws of right and wrong
Are manifest, to him who wisdom seeks.

Opinions alter, manners change and die;
The moral law is writ by God's own hand

Upon the tablets of eternity,
And nought its harvest can at length withstand.

For every falsehood and unrighteous deed,
For every vanity and 'sinful lust,

The sentence is made plain for all to read,
The glory of the,wicked comes to dust.

God's trut,h and justice stand when all else fails,
And in the end His righteousness prevails.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. Pittaway.
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A CENTURY OF MISSIONARY SERVICE
(1861-1961)
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"FOR HIS NAME'S SAKE"

"THE Title of our Report this year underlines in its context the
Doctrines of Grace we love to proclaim at home and abroad"-such
is the remark made in the opening pages of the 100TI-I ANNUAL
REPORT of the work of the Strict Baptist Mission (in South India
and Malaya). We have read the Report "FOR HIS NAME'S SAKE"
in its entirety, and throughout (if we may say so) there underlies a
quiet and steadfast reliance upon the God of SOVEREIGN GRACE.

Quoting the passage "Nevertheless He saved them for His Name's
sake, that He might make His mighty power to be known" (Psalm
106: 8), the Report says: "Here is the sovereign Grace of God,
who for His Name's sake alone saves sinful men. Then He leads
them on for His Name's sake in the paths of righteousness; their
patient labour and sacrifice is for His Name's sake; strangers and
foreigners become fellow-citizens with the saints for His Name's
sake; and for His Name's sake He will not forsake His people.
Salvation, Divine leading, service, strangers being won to the fold,
final preservation, ALL is for the sake of the Name and the Glory
of God alone." This combines the passages Psalm 106: 8; Psalm
23: 3; Revelation 2: 3; 1 Kings 8: 41; and 1 Samuel 12: 22, which
are given on the title-page of the Report.

We warmly commend the Report. It consists of eighty pages and
cover, and has four pages of photographs. It can be obtained for
oIs. 4d., post free, from THE MISSION OFFICE, 61 Breakspears Road,
London, S.E.4.

DOCTRINES OF FREE GRACE
Of special interest to us is a report of the Ministry Committee,

which is composed of both missionary and Indian members. Among
other work it mentions a project of producing a series of books
."which will comprise an Outline of Theology, particularly stressing
the doctrines of Free Grace," to be written on a level suitable for
the ordinary village Christian. "These books will be available in
English and Tamil, so that our witness to these great doctrines may
be available to others as well as to our Tamil Churches. . . . . A
Free Grace ministry is almost an unheard thing among the churches
of this land. We take up this project as a Mission Centenary
commemoratory project, convinced that we have failed in our reason
for being here if we do not leave behind us a clear witness to the
great Biblical teachings that mean so much to us" (page 43).



RADIO EVANGELISM
Also of special interest is the work of RADIO EVANGELISM

(pages 34-42). The report states that up to July 1961, 909 letters
had been dealt with in the follow-up office. These came from
various parts-India, Ceylon, the Persian Gulf, and even Kenya and
Tanganyika. Some ask for the way of salvation; some request Bible
Studies; some writers were Hindus. "From many enquirers we do
not hear again after the first letter. It seems, therefore, to us very
important that we be clear and definite in our presentation of the
Gospel message in a first reply, especially if the writer is obviously
non-Christian" (p. 42). Bible Study has been in considerable de
mand.

In Malaya, Open-Air Evangelism has been kept in the forefront
of the work. We gather from the Report that in twelve months
there was a total of 140 separate meetings of this kind.

"PRAY FOR US"
Readers of the Report will find that the Missionaries each give

moving details of their work in various places, their encouragements,
their discouragements, their need of support in prayer. One of them
writes: "Pray for us, then, that we may toil patiently for His
Name's sake without growing weary and without losing our con
fidence in His purpose to do new and greater things for us."

SOME EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT
"Ten thousand copies of the Lansdowne Bible Studies, translated

into Tamil, have been printed, most of which have been sent out to
a wide circle of readers. Three lessons of a new series are now in
the press. One day, we read some verses from Luke 15 to a group
of boys at Mohanur. 'Oh, that's the Loving Father story. I'll take
it! ' said one of them. Soon we were inundated with requests for the
'Loving Father' book, and sold right out. We returned the following
day to the same school and sold many more. A story called
'Family' has also been translated and published during the year.
There is a great dearth of good books for young people in: Tamil.
English story books are also very welcome to those who read
English." (Page 13).

* * * * *
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"Our maps tell us that we have now fairly well covered the
villages lying within an eight miles radius of Morupatti, except for
those which are on the Kolli Hills. We have been _to over one
hundred villages with Scriptures and our booklets, but have, with
few exceptions, been to each village once only. Our method is to
leave the van in a prominent place in the village, preferably by the
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school, and to walk round the streets with our arms full of Gospels.
I heard one small boy say to another one morning: 'They are going
from house to house.'

"Sometimes young people (or older ones) will say disdainfully
that they do not want our books; but after a little talk with them
we may make a sale. One young man, who had just returned from
college, recently told me that he had no use for ·our literature.. I
asked him why he could not read Christian literature when I had
read Hindu books, and I quoted some Tamil poetry to him. He
soon became very friendly, and bought a Gospel and some other
small books. What is happening, we often wonder, to the thousands
of Gospels bought in these villages? We sow, and others water with
their prayers, but God must give the increase." (Page 23).

* * * * *
"Brother Enoch, of Selur, despite the fact that a lot of his time

is taken up with family and school management responsibilities,
still goes out as often as possible on Saturday afternoons for open
air preaching. It has been a joy to accompany him in this work;
how we pray that other Indian Christians, some of whom have far
fewer things to make claim upon their time, would see the need of
those around and go out in their free time to preach the Gospel."
(Page 18).

CHRIST THE LORD

Tune: St. Andrew.

Angels, help us to adore Him,
Christ the Lord, our Saviour-King;

As the wise men bowed before Him
So do we our tribute bring.

He was laid within a manger
Who is King of all the earth;

He Who was to men a stranger
Is our God, of virgin-birth.

We will keep the angel's story
In our hearts to have full sway,

Showing in our lives the glory
Christ will shed upon our way.

Rodden Rectory, Frame. T. Pittaway.
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IN MEMORIAM

MR. JOHN STRICKLAND WRIGHT (Bristol)

MR. JOHN STRICKLAND WRIGHT, chairman of the well-known
Bristol firm of medical publishers and printers, passed forward
suddenly on Wedllesday morning, November 15th, 1961. The pre
vious evening :he was at the B.C.M.S. Missionary Sale at St.
Matthew's, Kingsdown, and we had some conversation with him.
Next morning we received a telephone message that he had been
called forward. He was 86.

In Bristol he ,stood by the ~ible Churchmen's Missionary Society
from the very first, and for. many years was Chairman of the local
Committee. We believe that he was present at the first gathering
in Bristol, when the Rev. Dr. D. H. C. BartIett explained the need
of a new Society to stand for the truth of the Holy Scriptures.
Mr. Wright never swerved from the position he then took up, and
was a tower of~trength in Bristol to the Missionary Society after its
formation in 1922. OJ;le of his sons-;-Dr. Arthur Wright-is a mis-'
sionary in the Congo with the Regions Beyond Missionary Union.

Mr. Wright was for many years Churchwarden qf. St. Matthew's"
Kingsdown. He also helped to run a Sunday School.

The Gospel Magazine was for many years printed by his firm
(John Wright and Co., Stone Bridge, Bristol). As far as we can
trace this arrangement began in 1905, and continued at least to
1941, when the printing works in the centre of Bristol were
destroyed by enemy action, two of the employees being killed.

At the funeral service in St. Matthew's Church, the Rev. Stanley
Short (Vicar), speaking from Proverbs 10: 7: "The memory of the
just is blessed," referred to Mr. Wright's unswerving love of the
Lord Jesus Christ, his personal devotion to the Church of St.
Matthew's (he was always at church, morning and evening, with all
his family), and his kindly Christian c4aracter. "The menlOry of
the just one"-justified in the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ
-was indeed blessed.

Mr. Wright leaves two sons, l\1r. PhiIip Wright (works director
of the company) and Dr. Arthur Wright ((missionary), and a
daughter, Miss Ethel Wright, who is devoted to the missionary work
of the R.B.M.U. and to other Christian work. I

We thank God for every remembrance of the laie Mr. John S.
Wright, and express our sincere sympathy in 'Christ with the
members of his family.
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THEpOSPEL MAGAZINE

The passing of MR. JOHN S. WRIGHT, whose firm at Bristol
printed The Gospel Magazine for nearly forty years, recalls to our
n;J.ind the connection of MR. W. H. COLLINGRlOOE, who died on
March 31st, 1905. with the Magazine.

Mr. Collingridge was born in OLNEY, Bucks., in the house which
for many years was the residence of the Christian poet, William
Cowper. As a youth he went to London, al!d entered the printing
establishment of Dr.,Doudney (Editor of The Gospel Magazine) in
Long Lane, near Smithfield. Purchasing the business in 1846, he
became proprietor,prlnter, and publisher of the Magazine. He
instituted The City Press in 1857.

His interest in The Gospel Magazine was very close and warm
-through his co-operation a TOPLADY NUMBER was produced in
May, 1899. He was a warm supporter of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society. He was one of a small number who met in Ludgate Hill
to form the National Society for. the Prevention of Cruelty to
Children. He presented to the town of Olney the poet Cowper's
house, as' a public libra~y and a Cowper and Newton museum.

VISITORS TO BRISTOL

We are always glad to meet readers of The Gospel Magazine
who are visiting Bristol. Some have very kindly called at our home
-29 Oakfield Road, Clifton, Bristol (which is near to Victoria
Rooms)-and it has been very cheering to have a time of fellowship
with them.
-- Some have joined us in worship at the Church of St. John-the
Baptist with St. Mary-Ie-Port, but, we understand, have had some
difficu.lty in finding the building. The church is at the bottom of
BROAD STREET, in the centre of Bristol. It is usually known as
"ST. JOHN'S ON THE WALL." "St. John's Gate" is the last remaining
Gate of the old City of Bristol, and the Church Tower and Spire
are over the Arc1l. In case of difficulty, it would be best to telephone
us (Bristol 33549), when directions could readily be given.

We are happy to welcome friends in worship, of whatever
denomination they may be. They will find a simple service and a
warm-hearted congregation who appreciate a ministry of the 'Word
based upon the sovereign grace of God.

-I
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To cover the increase in Postage Rates the subscription this year is 148. 6d. per copy.
Reminders have been sent out and it. will be greatly appreciated if subscriptions are posted
early. Gifts to The Gospel Magazine Fund will also be gratefully received by the
Manager, Mr. F. M. Trumble, on behalf of the Trustees.

WIDOWER (not retired) is in need of a Housekeeper (middle-aged), no children; a
well-equipped and comfortable home in Bedfordshire.-Please reply to G.W. (G.N.),

23 West Cliff Terrace, Pegwell Road, Ramsgate, Kent.

WANTED BY THE EVANGELICAL LIBRARY, 78a Chiltern Street, W.l: The Works
of George Whitefield. Sermons by Free Grace writers. Bradford (John) on

Election. Howe (John) anything. Gospel Standard 1835-55. Puritan Books. D'Aubigne's
History of the Reformation in the time of Calvin. Winslow, Mary (Life of). Philpots
Sermons (set or odd vols.).

GOOD Christian Books Wanted to spread Evangelistic Truth all over the world.
Write for' free illustrated booklet of this Loan Library to The Evangelical Library,

78a Chiltern Street, London, W.1.




