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subtle and persistent foe whose whole aim and ambition is to destroy
us. So says Peter,'Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour: whom resist stedfast in the faith' (l Peter 5 : 8).

Paul writes in the same vein. This world is a place of spiritual
darkness. Those who live in it act in accordance with their environ-
ment which is, after all, in their thinking, their ultimate and only
home. But the Christian belongs to the light. He dare not sink to
the level of the children of darkness. Paul reminds the Thessalonians
'Ye are all the children of light and of the day: we are not of the
night, nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but
let us watch and be sober' (1 Thess. 5 :5-6).

We need to look at ourselves and to ask if we exhibit this quality
of earnestness. Are we in earnest, for example, in our quest for
holiness and in our desire after God? For the apostle Paul, holiness
of life and communion with Christ were no mere hobbies to be
pursued in a random fashion. They were the great passion of his
life. 'This one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind,
and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press
towards the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus' (Phil. 3 : 13-14). There is an echo of the Psalmist, whose
serious desire for God burns with an intensity of longing in his
words of aspiration: 'As the hart panteth after the water-brooks, so
panteth my soul after Thee, O God' (Psalm 42 : l).

Are we in earnest today as far as our concern for the spread of
the gospel is concerned? When we see the passionate earnestness of
the disciples in the days of the Acts of the Apostles, we seem often
to be trifling-and how solemn it is to reflect that it is trifling with
the souls of men. Recall the Christians in Acts 8 : I who went
everywhere preaching Lhe word; think of Aquila and Priscilla using
their home as an evangelistic base to point Apollos to Christ; ponder
the description of Paul and Silas as 'these that have turned the
wodd upside down.' Then look at the average church today and ask
if there is this burning concern to make Christ known. The answer,
alas, is all too obvious!

What about the missionary task? 'The field,'says Ctrist, 'is the
world.' The gospel is for 'all the nations.' Today doors of oppor-
tunity are slowly beginning to close, as others have already closed.
False religions, like Islam, continue to spread, especially in newly
awakened Africa. Communism makes its bid for the allegiance of
men and nations. The cults-Jehovah's Witnesses, Mormons,
Seventh Day Adventists-these and others push the frontiers of
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erfor constantly outwards. And the people of God? Too often we
are so busy spending_our money on trivlalities that we are not sup-
porting the world-wide spread of the gospel as we should! We are
so inwardJooking, busied with this and that petty issue in the life
of the church at home that we ignore the clamant needs of men,
and even more the insistent command of Christ.

Bunyan pictured the Christian as a pilgrim on a journey to the
celestral city. There were many obstacleJ in the way, Uuifre UaA
a singleness of purpose as he set his face to go steadily forward. By
contrast, our pilgrimage often degenerates Into u priasant saunter
through the countryside. 'It is high time to awake but of sleep, for
now is our salvation nearer than when we first believed, (Ro*.
13 :.11). 'For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared
to all men,-teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldiy lusts,
weshould live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present;orld;
looking for that blessed hope, and thJglorious appearing of G
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ,lTitus Z:lt-t:).-

H.M.C.

NOTICE

Readers are asked !o ngte that subscriptions for the coming year
should be sent to the Business Manager, Gospel Magazine, oiFteet
Street, London, 8.C.4, and NOT to the Editor.

_Do you imagine that the Gospel is a nose of wax, which can be
shaped to suit the face of each succeecling age? Is the reveration
once given by the Spirit of God to be interpreted according to the
fashion of the period?

My very soul boils within me when I think of the impudenr
arrogance of certain wllfy_l spirits from whom all revereice forreue,lation has departed. They wouLd teach Jehovqh wisdom: tiey
criticise His Llord and amend His truth. certain scriprural doctrines
are discarded as dogmas of the medieval period; others are
denounced as gloomy because they cannot be cilted untrue. paul is
questioned and quibbled out of court, and the Lord Jesus is firstlgud_gd and then explained away. lle are toltl that the teaching of
God's ministers must be conformed to the spirit of the age. we inait
have nothing to do with such treason tct tiuth. Is the"spirit os tn:,e
rnrd straitened? shall His ministers speak as if He were? vlity,
that same rreusure of truth which the Lord has committed unto w
we will keep inviolate so long as we live, God helping us.

-C. H. SpuncEoN.
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The

Best Christmos Fore
C. H. SPURGEON

A sermon preached on the evening ol
Christmas Day 1881 in the Metropolita:n
Tabernacle.

"How sweet are Thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than
honey to my mouth!"-Psalm 119:103.

This is a time of feasting; and we may as well have our feast as
other people have theirs. Let us see whether there is not something
for our spiritual palate, something to satisfy our spiritual appetite,
that we may eat, and be content, and rejoice before the Lord. Do
you not think that two of the words in our text are very strange?
If you had written them, would you not have said, 'How sweet are
Thy words unto my ear'? The psalmist says, 'How sweet are Thy
words unto my palate! ' for that is the word in the margin. He did
not write, 'Yea, sweeter than honey to my hearingl ' but,'sweeter
than honey to my mouth! ' Are words, then, things that we can
taste and eat? No, not it they are the words of man; it would take
many of our words to fill a hungry belly. 'Be ye warmed and filled':
it would take many tons of that sort of fodder to feed 'a brother or
sister destitute of daily food', for man's words are air and airy,
light and frothy. They often deceive, they mock, they awaken hopes
which are never realised; but God's words are full of substance, they
are spirit, they are life, they are to be fed upon by the spiritually
hungry.

Marvel not that I say this unto you. It was God's word that made
us; is it any wonder that His word should sustain us? If His word
gives life, do you wonder that His word should also give us food for
that life? Marvel not, for it is written: 'Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.'
God's words are meat, and drink, and food: and if bodies live not
upon words, souls and spirits feed upon the words of God, and so
are satisfied, and full of delight. This is the language of an eater as
well as of a hearer, of one who heard the words, and then ate the
words. The expression is oriental, but we are not quite strangers
to it, even in our western talk, for we say, 'They scm to eat the
man's words'; that is, when the hearers are very attentive to them,
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when they enjoy them, when the preacher's words seem to comfort
them, and to minister sustenance to their mind and to their spirit.

I like this way of describing the reception of God's word as a
matter of eating, for a man cannot eat God's word without living.
He that takes it into himself must live thereby. There is a reali!
about the faith which eats; there is a something there most sure,
which contains the elements of salvation, for taiting is a spiritual
sense which implies nearness. You can hear at a great distance by
m.glls of the telephone; but, somehow, I do not think that unyon'e
will invent an electrical taster. Nobody knows what may be done;
!uj.I jalcy that I shall never be able to eat anything in New york.
I think that we shall hardly ever reach such a tiiumprr of science as
that. There will always have to be a measure of neirness if we are
to taste anything, and so it is with God's word. If we hear it, it is
nrusic in the ear; but still it may seem to be at a distance from us.
We may not get a grip and grasp of it; but if we taste it, that means
that we really have it here within ourselves. Then has it come very
near to us, and we enter into fellowship with the God who gave it.

This.idea of tasting God's word contains the thought of receptive-
ness. A man may hear a thing and, as we say, it goes in at one ear
and out at the other, and so it does often; but that which a man sets
into his mouth till he tastes it, and it is sweet to his palate, wel]he
has received that. If it be sweet to him, he will not do as thev who
have something lukewarm, which is objectionable, which they cast
away out of their mouth; but when he finds it palatable, the iweet.
ness will make him keep it where it is till he swallows it down into
his inward parts. So I love this thought of tasting God's word,
because- lt implies nearness, and it implies an actual reception, and
a veritable holding-fast of that which is so appreciated by the taste.

Talting is also a personal matter. 'Friends, Romans, countrymen,'
said Mark Antony, in his oration over the body of Caesar, ,lend me
your ears'; and they go to be lent, and numbers of people hear for
others. But tasting, surely, is a personal business; ihere is no
possibility of my-eating for you. If you choose to starve yourself by
a long fast of fifty days, so you must. If I were to sit down, and
industriously attempt to eat your portion of food, and my own, too,
it would not avail you in the least; you must eat for youiselves, and
th9-re_i9 no knowing the value of God's word till you eat it for your-
self.. You must personally believe it, personally trust to it, personally
receive_ it into your innermost spirit, or else you cannot linow any-
thing about its power to bless and to sustain. I do pray, dear friends,
that we may every one of us, tonight, understand whit ttre psalmist
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meant when he spoke of tasting God's words, and of finding them

sweeter than honeY to his mouth'
I. First, tonight, I call your attention to AN Excr.AtrlerroN' The

text contains two notes of exclamation or admiration: 'How sweet

are Thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my
mouth! , I cannot ihrorv the notes of admiration and exclamation
into my speech, as I would like to do; but this verse is evidently the
utterance of one who is somewhat surprised and amazed, one who

has a thought which he cannot adequately express. The thought is

aiso one thit gives much delight to the writer, for he exclaims, 'How

sweet are Thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my
mouth! '

Now, I believe that it is a matter of wonder to many to find the
gospel'so sweet when the soul first tastes it. until I believed in

bniirt, I could not have imagined that a man was capable of so much

delight as I then experienced. when I first looked to christ, and was

lighiened, the ease I felt when my burden rolled from off my

sf,oulder quite astonished me. It seemed to me as if a man could
never know such rest as I then enjoyed. when I beheld my sin alL
put away through Christ's atoning blood, and knew myself to be
:a.cepted in thJ Beloved,' I could have said, with the Queen of

Sheba, 'Behold, the half was not told me.' I had heard my father

and other Christian men say that blessed are the people who trust in

the Lord, but I never thought there really was such blessedness as

I found. I fancied that they would decoy me with some sweet

declarations of what, after all, might be very commonplace, but I did

not find it to be sol and I am here to bear my witness that, when I

believed God's promise, I was so amazed and overpowered with joy

that, even now, I cannot tell you the delight I felt, ay' and still do

feel, in the word of a faithful God to all who trust in Jesus christ,
Flis Son.

This, then, may be the exclamation of a soul tasting the gospel for

the firsi time; bui it may also be the exclamation of q soul cheered

by stitt tasting the gospel: 'How sweet are Thy words unto my

taste! ' 'I haie known the Lord,' says one, 'these forty years''

Another says, 'I have known Christ these thirty years; but Hq is 1s
precious to me as ever Ho was, His word is as fresh and novel as if

i hud n.u"t heard it before, and His promise comes to my soul with

as much of life and power as if He had only spoken it yesterday, and

I had never heard it till this moment.' Are you not surprised, some'

times, you who are getting into middle life, or even verging on old

age, to find how sweet God's word still is to you? And if, perhaps,

;ffb: -i
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you. have been away from the house of God travelling in foreign
lands, or you have been laid aside by sickness, or if peichance y6u
are a preacher and do not often hear a sermon, is it not a very de-
Iightful thing to sit in your pew, and when you are hearing the gospel,
to say, 'Oh, it is sweet! It is coming home to me now'? I hiard a
-sermon, some years ago-I do not often get the opportunity of
hearing-and, when my tears began to flow under a^simple siate-
ment of the gospel, I said to myself, .yes, I am not a mere dealer in
it, who hands it out to others, for I relish the flavour of it myself.'
Why, I have had to stand here, sometimes, like the butchers at
Christmas time, cutting and chopping off joints of meat for you all,
and f have not had even a snack myself all the while; but when I get
the opportunity of sitting down at the table, and listening, it may 6e,
to a poor, humble preacher talking about Christ, I seem to sei my
knife and fork to work, and I say, 'yes, that is just the very food for
me, give me some more of it. My soul can feed upon such fare as
that'; and I have felt glad, with an inward and unspeakable delight,
to find how sweet it was to my taste; ,yea, sweeter than honey to-my
mouth!' Rejoice, dear friends, if you find it so.

r reckon that this language of exclamation and admiration will
also come ftom the most advanced saint, increasing in knowledge of
the gospel, the believer who has studied the word of God mosi
earnestly, and who has had the deepest experience in it. Other
books are soon done with, but the Bible is never fullv understood.
I think that most readers will tell you that the more ihey read, the
fewer books become; whereas, to the young, there is a whole library
yet to go through. The man who has been a diligent and careful
reader all his life finds only some few books that he now cares to
read. He knows the rest, he could write the most of them; perhaps,
could write them better than they are written. Now he kleps on
striking out this one from the iist, and that other, for he has-eone
beyond them; and the book which charmed him when he *u, y6ung
ceases to have any value to him when he gets beyond it in his ripei
years. He has seen through its mistakes, and now he yearns tor
something more accurate, but it is never so with the words of God.
It is never so with theword of God, the Incarnate word, the christ.
The more you know of Him, the more you wish to know; and the
more you taste of Him, the sweeter He becomes till, in heaven. the
sweetness will be far more intense than it is now, and christ will be
more precious and more delightful to us through the eternal ages
th.1n {e is _at this present moment.. I believe that, in glory, the saints
will often lift up their hands, and say, .How sweetire-Thy words
unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth! , When those
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words shall have been completely fulfilled, the very retrospect of the

promise will charm our immortal spirits, till heaven shall become
'as 

a wood, like that of Jonathan, wttictr dripped with honey; and

every word that God spoke to us, when we were here below' snall

"orn" Uu"t to us with matchless sweetness as we remember it in the

world to come.
II. But now, seconclly, take the text not only with its two notes of

admiration, but as e srArEMENr, a cool statement of matters of fact.

David is one who, when his heart boils with holy fervour, and h]s

hand wields the pen of a ready writer, still writes accurately. He

never speaks moie than the truth even when he is most emphatic, so

that I im sure that David means to tell us here that God's words

were sweet to him.

Fitst, they were unutterably sweet:'How sweet! ' but he does not

tell us irow-sweet they were. He says, 'How sweet are Thy words

;;t" -t taste!' as if he could not tell us what delightfulness he

found in the teachings of God's word; it was unutterable. we can

iell you that God's words of promise are very, very sweet; but we

can convey to you ito sort of idea of how great that. sweetness is'

Oh, turt" f'or yourselves, and see that the Lord is good! -There is no

describing the flavours of a royal banquet, there is no pictulng to a

-", *rr" has not the sense of smell the fragrance of a delicious

p"Ju-"; and you must personally know the sweetness of the word

bt CoO, for to us it is positively unutterable.

This much, however, the psaLnist does utter' He tells us that

God's words are surpassingly sweet, for, says he, 'They are sweeter

than honey.' Honey is supposed to be the sweetest of all known

substances. So David me'atts that, if there is anything that can

Oltigfrt the heart of man, God's word could charm his heart better

than- that. David means that, if there is anything that could cheer a

man, God's word could comfort him better than any other consola-

iir* rt there be joy, if there be peace, if there be rest, if there be

bliss, to be found-in anything else, all that, and more than that' can

t" iouna in a higher clegreein the teachings of God's word' and in

the blessings of ihe coveiant of grace. Sweeter than sweetness itself,

sweeter thin the sweerest thing that God Himself has made, is God's

word which He has spoken. Oh, that we did but know how to

taste it!

The psalmist also makes this statement, that all God's words are

thus uiutterably sweet tct him. He does not say that they are.so to

all men; but he says, 'How sweet are Thy words unto tfly taste! yea'

sweeter than honey to my mouth! ' He speaks thus of all God's

i
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words. We know some people who love God's promises, but they do
not care much about His precepts. If God speaks a word of giace,
they like that; but if it is a word of command, they do not care about
that. oh, brothers and sisters, I hope we have a taste for every word
that God has spoken! A man ought not to say, .I do not like a
sennon from the old restament so much as I do a sermon from the
New Testament.' There must be no picking and choosing with God's
word. It is virtually atheism when men begin to set one word of God
over against another, for the man who clares to criticise God's
revelation makes himself greater than God, and therein he has
undeified.the Deity, and there is no God to him. My God is such to
me that, if I know a word to be inspired by His Spirit, I value it
beyond all conception. It is not for me to iay, .Thlis word of my
Master is nothing compared with anothe. woid.' All these words
came from the same mouth; and, coming from the same mouth, they
q9 tll equally true to me; and, if not all alike rich in comfort, yet'all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable ior
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in rishteousness.'
From one end of it to the other, it answers some divine furpose; and
who am I that I should sit in judgment upon it? t pray you,
brethren and sisters, value every word of God, and let no-man iead
you into the error of setting this one above the other; for, if they be
God's words, they are all precious, and you ought to count them so.

David seems to say that God's words were precious to him at all
times. They were sweet to him when he wrote the text; and r cannot
tell in what condition of body and mind he was at that time; but this
I do know,-lying upon the bed of sickness, racked with pain, many
of God's saints have said, 'How sweet are Thy words untdmy taste! ,
And this also I do know, that, lifted up with gratitude for the
blessings of providence-health, wealth, 

-t'.n6r-Jyet 
God's saints

ha've found greater sweetness in His word than in all temporal
things; and they have still said, 'How sweet are Thy words untb mv
taste! ' This is an abiding mark of a child of God, ihut God,. words
are sweet to him, ay, sometimes very sweet even when he is half
afraid to partake of them! 'Oh,' says he, .would God they were
mine! I want nothing sweeter than God's word; and, even if i am a
little fearful o! appropriating it to myself, yet still it is very, very
dear to me.' If the name of Jesus is sweeter than honey tb your
taste, then be glad, for this is a mark of a child of God ihat never
failed yet, and never will fail while the world stands.

III. Now, thirdly, look at the text again, and you will see that it
contains A REpETrrroN: 'How sweet are Thy words unto my taste! '

Jb'
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Well, that is all right, David; we understand you. 'Yea, sweeter than
honey to my mouth!' Why do you want to say that? Is not that
saying the same thing twice over? Yes, and intentionally so, because
God's word is sweet to His people in many ways, and many times
over.

As I have already said to you, it is very sweet in its reception.
When we first take it into our heart, and feed upon it, it is very
precious; but, spiritually, men are something like rurninating
animals, they have the power of feeding again, and again, and again,
on that which they have once received. See how the cattle lie down
and chew the cud; and it is when they chew the cud, I suppose, that
they get the sweetness out of that which they have eaten. And so,
spiritually, when men have once received Christ, they get increasing
sweetness out of Him by meditation. Having taken Him into their
souls, they afterwards irrwardly digest the precious word, and get the
secret juice and latent sweetness out of the promises of God's most
holy revelation and out of Jesus Christ Himself. It is thus that the
psalmist first says, 'How sweet are Thy words unto my taste! ' And
then he rolls them round again in his mouth by meditation, and so
he repeats himself as he says, 'Yea, sweeter than honey to my
mouth! '

But do you not think that the repetition in the text means some-
thing else, namely, that while, first of all, Christ's word is very sweet
to our taste, there is another sweetness when we get it into our
mouth, not so much for our own eating, as speaking of it to others?
There is great sweetness about the declaration of God's words. Some
of you who love the Lord have never yet told anybody. You are
secret Christians, you hide away behind pillar and post. Oh, but
God's word is very sweet to you, you say, as you eat your morsel of
bread in the corner! So it is, but you would have another and a
greater sweetness if you would come out and avow that you love the
Lord. I am sure you would. In fact, there is many a child of God
who never does enjoy the full sweetness of religion, because he has
not had the courage to confess Christ before men. I wish that some
of you halting ones, you who are much-afraid and fearing' would
obey the whole of the gospel. You know the gospel is, 'He that
believeth and is baptised shall be saved.' 'With the heart man
believeth unto righteousness; and with the nrouth confession is made
unto salvation.' Now, obey the whole of the gospel; then you shall
get the whole of its sweetness. But, mayhap, there is some peculiar
flavour in the word which you have never known as yet' because
you have been disobedient children. Dd you ever notice that saying
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of our Lord, 'Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and.I will give you rest'? Yes, you know all about that, you say.
Christ s,ays to you, 'Come unto Me, and I will give you rerl.' Now
go a little farther; what is the next verse? .Take My yoke upon you,
and learn of Me; and ye shall find rest., Why, that is anotier rest!
I thought you had rest; did not Jesus say that He would give you
rest? Yet in the next verse He says, ,ye shall find rest.' yei, thit is
another rest, a still deeper one, which you find when you willingly
1?5e G_od'J yoke upon you, and become His disciples, Iearning-of
Him. So I do believe my text means just that. God,s word is iery
sweet to the taste when you receive it by faith; but it has another ani
a special and deeper sweetness when you bring it into your mouth,
and confess Christ before men.

And let me add to this that there is a very special sweetness about
preaching christ, in the public proclamation of His word. It mav be
that some brother here has the gift of speech, but has o"u.r ur.d it
for his Master. Let me put in my witnesi here. God's word has been
unutterably sweet to my own heart, as I have believed it; it has been
remarkably precious to me as I have confessed it as a christian man:
but still there is a some{.hing, I cannot tell you what, of singulai
delight about the preaching of this word. Oh, sometimes, wlien I
have prepared my sermon, it has been bitter in my belly, but it has
been as honey in my mouth when I have preach.O it io the great
congregation gathered here! If I might choose my destiny, anA it
r had even to stop out of heaven for the purpose, it would b-e heaven
to me to be permitted always to be preaching christ and the glories
of His salvation; and I do not know that I chould have anv ihoice
between that and heaven. If I might be privileged to be, without
ceasing, lauding and praising and extolling that dear Word of God,
the christ who was born at Bethlehem, if I might tell out to sinners
everywhere that God is in Him making reconciliation, nz!,
that He has made reconciliation for all whb believe in Him, this
might be heaven enough, at least for one poor heart, world without
end.

'How sweet are Thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey
to my mouth! ' Try, brother, whether it will not sweeten vour moutir
if you_begin to preach Christ. Perhaps you have been tob quiet and
too silent. Get up and speak for Jesus, and see whether the honev
does not come into your mouth at once. In the olden time. thev
pictured the orator with bees buzzing round his lips, storing up thl
honey that dropped from his sweet utterances. This mav be 6ut a
fable concerning the human talker; but certainly it is true bf th" -un
who preaches Christ, that his lips drop honey, and the more he

539



540 The GosPeI Magazine

soeaks of his dear Lord and Master, and the less he tries with humal

:ffi;#;?Lrrlv rrr.*.ri, in"'more of sacred sweetness shall
there be in every word that he utters'

So I think I have accounted for the repetition' have I not? Itis

rJi"p"ii i* aii"r uil; at least, it is no tautology' it is only a right

and necessary repetltlon.

lV. And now I am going to wind up'-in the fourth place' with

^ *ori*orroN, the exi'miiation of eveiybody here pre'sent tonightt

It is the close of the year, and one may not obie"t to a few personal

enquiries at such a time.

The first and chief enquiry is this-Are God's words sweet to me?

tk bniirt Himself, the Mastir-Word of God' the Ingtts' is He sweet

to me? For, if not, rvhat is the reason?

First, may it be that I have no taste? Have I spiitual toste? lt

would be a sad tiring lt be wholly withor.rt natural tasie; I do know

;.sirct p"rrorr, oufto ftut no taste at all' The poet Wordsworth was

i"t V""tti"ittout ttt" po*ti of smell' His,wis a very remarkable

""ri *ittt a mind so dainty, so delicate' so beautiful' Once upon a

ii-., t". a very short ,"uton, the power of. smell came to him among

the heather, and you itt"* Lo* ivery p-rimrose bv the river's brim

had words to, Woror*o,itt, ""a did talk with him; and when the

sweet perfum. "o*" ito.'the May flowers' the poet was quite

""r"o,ii"o, as if he nJ io, a little while entered into heaven. But

;#-;;;il-;;ii ;' *"nt u*uv' and he was again -unhap.pilv
;:;#;ii,."i["-ri"r,"r, flower, the jweetest shrub, could be nothing

to the man whose nt*ii*ut not sensitive to its perfume' And what

if that should u" ,o *itrt .".pliituufryf- Perhapi you have heard,ll

we have been saying "f""i trttitt' and you hive heard many rich

;;J;t; tty.nnt auo'ut nim; but you never did feel that there was

;;;;;;;#ss in Him. Then I beg vou to enquire whether vou mav

;;i ;; lacking in a sense which others have'

If a person were to say to Tg: -Ho* l?JdV 
il that Italian sky!

What a deep blue ii ttuti' and if I turned m.V fa93 that way- and

."i0, 'i t." nothing at all'; if, when he pointed to the sea' or to the

sreen fields, r roor"iin llui iitotion' and taw nothing' what-should

i'i"rif.;i'\ilhv,-that he possessed a poYgf called sight' which I did

not possess! Ot .outlf i -lgttt be toolish enough to say' 'There is

i""d"" ttvt trtere lsiio'suctritring' There are no green fields; there

il;;;; there is no sun; I ani sure there is not' for I never saw

them.' One day, f tu* u man sitting at a table' with his napkin

under his chin, enjo/iig ttit Oinn"t; "nO 19 overheard an observation

that I made uUout u"iin*i- u"a'nt said' 'I never had a spiritual
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sensation in my life, and r do not believe that there is anythino
spiritual in this world.' Now, if I had been standin;;;J";;,, ;;;
a pig had made that observation, r should not hive contra-dicted
him; and I did not contradict this man, for I thought that he spoke
the truth, I quite believed that he had never experienced a spiitual
sensation in his life. And when some men say, 'I perceive no sweet-
ness in Christ, and, therefore, there is none,' f wiih that they would
draw another inference, 'Therefore r have not that taste whicl would
enable me to perceive His sweetness'; for that is just the truth.
A man who has never been born again is dead as to all spiritual
things, and he cannot hear, or see, or taste, anything that is spiritual.
He is not alive unto Goci as yet. r put this solem'-enquiry fo every
one who says, 'I see no beauty in Christ,' may it not be ihai you have
no eyes? If you say, 'I hear no nrusic in Hii voice; in fact, I do not
hear that voice,' may it not be that your ears are sealed? And if
you say, 'I taste no sweetness in the word of God, or the Christ of
God, may it not be that you are still dead in trespasses and sins? If
so, may God quicken you, of His infinite mercy!

Still, there is another answer to the question which I beg to put by
way of examination. If the word of God be not very sweet to me-
have I an appetiteT solomon says, 'The full soul loatfieth an honey-
comb; but to the hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet.' Ah, when
a soul is full of itself, and of the world, and of the pleasures of sin,
I do not wonder that it sees no sweetness in chriit for it has no
appetite! Oh, but when a soul is emptied, when a soul hungers and
thirsts after God, when it is conscious of its wants and miJeries, as
I hope some-here present are, then is Christ sweet indeed! O hungry
ones, take Him into your souls, suck down His precious worO!
Christ has come on purpose to feed hungry spirits. If you want Him,
you may have Him; and the more you want Him, the more free He
is to you, and the more freely may you partake of Him. He is iust
such a Christ as you rvant. May God make you ravenous after Him,
so ravenous that you may never rest till you have received Him as
altogether your own!

Yet still there is another answer. If I do not taste sweetness in
christ' am I in health? when a man is ill, his soul 'abhorreth all
manner of meat.' Nothing tastes nice to a man whose palate is out
of order through sickness. Now, does it happen, tonighi, that some
of you do not feel any joy in Christ? Then ybu are ill, brother. put
your tongue out, let us look at it. Ah, it has got furred up with the
world, I am sure! Something ails you if Chriit is not sweet. Some-
times, you have sat in these pews, some of you, and you have heard

-r:ff
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Christ preached till you hardly knew how to keep your seats. You
have been ready to stand up, and clap your hands to the praise of
His dear name; and now you do not feel anything at all. You can
almost go to sieep, if you do not actually slumber' The preacher is
quite willing to share the blame with you, for he is not all he ought
tb be; but he does not mean to take all the blame of it, for, as far as
he knows how, he preaches the same Saviour now as ever, and tries
to preach Him with as much earnestness as ever. May it not-be
possible, brother or sister, that you are not quite right spiritually,
ihat you are getting ill, that your heart is growing feeble? Go home,
and pray the Lord to set you right. Oh, that He would cleanse you,
and purify you, and make you yet to be strong and vigorous; alq
then this would be one of the first tokens of it' that Christ would
once more become inexpressibly sweet to you!

I must also get you to ask yourself this question-Have I savoured
the world or sin? People sometimes lose their appetite for sweetness
by eating something sour. You may have had one flavour in your
mouth, but when you have eaten something with a different flavour,
you cannot taste the first. If a man gets fond of the leeks, and the
garlic, and the onions of Egypt-strong things, those-if he once gets
ihe savour of them into his mouth, he is not likely to have any very
dainty tooth for the precious things of God' Spiritual flavours have
need of great spirituility to enjoy them, I know not what other word
to use. Tt ey tteeA that the palate be kept clean; for otherwise' if the
world is sweet to us, if sin has any hold upon us, to that extent and
degree shall we be incapable of appreciating the sweet things of
God.

This is my last question-F/ave I habituated mysell to this food?
All earthly iweetness cloys; he who eats honey for a long w-hile will
care no more for honey. But it is very different with the Christ of
God. The sweetness of Christ is not fully known except to those who
have known Him long, who by reason of constant use have had their
senses fully exercised. There is none so greedy after Christ as the
man who Las had most of Him. Paul had been a believer at least
fifteen years, and yet he said this was his ambition, 'That I may know
Him.' Had he not known Christ before? Yes; but the more he
knew Him, the more he longed to know Him. Come, brother, if you
do not taste the sweetness of Christ tonight in the preaching of the
word, surely it must be because you have not of late been feeding
upon Him. Make haste, and come along; and let your soul be filled
with Him, even from this glad hour.

I have done when I have reminded those here present who see no
sweetness in the words of God, that there is a time coming when they

J
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will be compelled to hear the word of God in a very different way
from that in which they hear it tonight. one of the fiist works of thL
resurrection will be the creation of the ear. I do not know bv what
process we shall be raised from the dead, except that the Lord Jesus
said this, 'The hour is coming in which all that are in the sraves shall
hear His voice, and shall come forth; they that have donJgood, unto
the resurrection of life; and they that have done evill unto the
resurrection of damnation.' when the voice of the son of God shal_
strike upon that ear of yours, what a sensation it will cause! God
has-spoken to you now by the voice of one like yourself, and He has
spoken according to the printed page; and you have chosen not to
hear it; but when, in that last day, tle shall speak by the angel's
trumpet, and by the voice of His Son, you will be obliged to hear;
and, rising from your grave, you must obey, and you hust stand,
willing or unwilling, before that last dread tribunai, to answer for
every deed done in the body, for every idle word that you have
spoken, ay, and for every thought that you have imagined against
the Most High God! It may be a thouiand years before tha-t will
happen, it may be ten thousand years, I cannot tell; but it will
happen in God's time, and that space between will be but as
the twinkling of an eye, and there will you be before the face of the
great Judge, and you will not be able to say with David, .llow sweet
are Thy.words unto my taste! ' but you will cry out, in the agony of
your spirit, 'Oh, the gall and wormwood!' Oh, the fire thit shall
burn into your very soul, when God shall say, ,Because I have called,
and ye refused; I have stretched out My hand, and no man
regarded; but ye have set at nought all My counsel, and would none
of My reproof : I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when
your fear cometh.' 'Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels.' God grant that you may not
be bidden so to depart; and, that you may not, I prafyou now to
listen to the voice of God, which bids you trust Jesus and-live! I can
only speak with these poor feeble lips, and there is no power in
anything that I can say; but God the Holy Ghost can speak with
irresistible might to your hearts, and constrain you to taste of christ
tonight by hgaring the word of God in your very soul. I pray that
He may do it, for His dear name's sake! Amen and Amen. 
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fntroducing tlke

British Evangelical
Council

The Council was formed in 1952. It has provided a useful means
of liaison between certain evangelical denominations and has been
suppr:rted by many individual Christians who love evangelical truth
and are concerned at the increasing apostasy of the times.

The Council is not a society but a Council of Evangelical
Churches and therefore is unique in the British Isles. The con'
stituent members appoint the Executive Council. At the present
time there is an increasing demand for an extension of the Council's
activities and its membership is growing. Evangelicals are being
embarrassed more and more by the developrnent of the ecumenical
movement and there is a pressing need to raise a voice againsf
encroachments on our liberty to worship and witness according to
the truth. The subtle propaganda of those who oppose the Gospel
under the guise of a call to unity needs to be counteracted by
informative literature.

Actrvrrrps.
The Council is:

(i) bringing together evangelicals in a fellowship which ex-
presses true evangelical unity at Church level;

(ii) arranging conferences for discussion, study and information
for ministers;
organising a study group to deal Biblically and theologically
with the problems of the day;
publishing booklets to arouse and inform the members of
our Churches concerning present trends;

taking action with government authorities in defence of
religious liberty and evangelical interests.

1. To promote in the British Isles a fellowship 6f svangelical
churches and people for mutual encouragement and help in the
things of God.

2. To take common action with a view to awakeni.g Christian

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

Arus.
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people to the insidious dangers of Modernism, Neo-modernism and
Roman catholicism, Barthianism, and all other departures from the
Fvangelical faith and to that form of ecumenicity rlat is achieve.d at
the expense of vital Christian truth.

3. To advocate Christian principles and to resist the progress of
atheism, ungodliness and loose morality which have becoire io gr.ut
a threat to the Christian mode of life in our times.

4. To represent the viewpoint of its members to governments and
public bodies regarding matters of common concern at home and
abroad.

- 5. To co-operate with similar bodies in other lands when the
interests of Evangelicals shall so require but always in such u *uy
as not to compromise the declared aim of the council nor involve i1
in entanglement with churches or religious groups that are unfaithful
to Evangelical principles
DocrnrNer Besrs.

1. T!" inerrancy of_the Holy Scriptures as originally given, their
verbal inspiration by God and their supreme authority is the only
rule of faith and practice.

2. .The trinity of the Godhead: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who
are the same in substance, equal in power and glory.

3. The essential, absolute and eternal Deity of the Lord Jesus
Christ; His conception_by the Holy Ghost; His birth of the virgin
Mary; His real but sinless humanity; His voluntary humiliation"in
life as a Man of Sorrows curminating in His subititutionary and
atoning death as a sacrifice for sin; His resurrection from the dead
on the third day in that very body that had lain in the tomb; His
ascension into heaven as the only and eternal Mediator betweenGd
and man and His coming again in power and glory.

- a. T\e Personality and Deity of the Holy Spirit through whom
the soul is born again to saving repentance and faith and by whom
the saints are sanctified through the truth.

5. Man's urter ruin through the fall and his salvation solelv by
grace through faith in Jesus christ, whose righteousness imputeo to
him is the only ground of acceptance beforj God.

6. The resurrection of the body, the judgment of the world by
our Lord Jesus christ, the everlasting blessedness of the saved ani
the everlasting punishment of the lost.

7. The spiritual unity of all who truly believe in the Lord Jesus
christ and their duty to maintain in themselves and in the church
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a standard of life and doctrine that is in conformity with the teaching
of God's Holy Word.
MeunEnsgtp.

Constituent membership of the British Evangelical Council is
open to all church bodies and Christian organisations in the British
Isles that accept the Council's Doctrinal basis and aims. Delegates
from such members compose the Council.

Associate membership is open to individual churches that are not
included in the constituent bodies subject to their acceptance of the
Council's Doctrinal besis and aims. Individual churches belonging
to a denomination which is in membership with the British Council
of Churches and/or the World Council of Churches can be accepted
for membership providing they actively dissociate themselves from
these other Councils by indicating acceptance of the Council's
doctrinal basis and aims.
Suescnreens.

The Council also welcomes subscribers who accept the doctrinal
basis and aims of the Council. They will be kept in touch by means
of a News ktter with ali publications and activities of the Council.

SuescnrprroNs.
Each constituent church body, f20 0s. 0d. per annum; each con-

stituent organisation, f5 0s. 0d. per annum; individual Churches,
f,l ls. 0d. per annum; subscribers (minimum), 10s. 0d. per annum.

Enquiries are invited from Denominations, Churches and Evan-
gelical Societies and should be addressed to: The Secretary, British
Evangelical Council, 136 Rosendale Road, London. S.E.2l.
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Tilue Ptr e : erra'iraelnc e @f
Cilarist

ERNEST W. BACON
'That in all things He might have the preeminence' says the

apostle Paul in Col. I : 18. This is a theme after the aoostle;s own
heart, just as it is to that of every true believer to whom the Lord
Jesus is precious. Paul delighted to speak and write of the wonders
of Christ's Person and redemptive work. In this passage he glories
in the Lord Jesus as the Son of God. He heaps praise upon praise
upon Him. He is the image of the invisible God; He wal the asent
of creation; He maintains the universe in being; He is the Head of
the Church; He is the first-born from the dead, and His resurrection
establishes His primacy over all who shall experience a like resur-
rection. And He is the supreme sovereign of the individual believer,
for He has brought us redemption through His blood, ancl reconciled
us to God by His death.

Preeminent is our beloved Redeemer, excelling all others, distin-
guished beyond all others in quality and power, and supreme in all
respects in creation, the Church, and the lives of His own.

1. He is Preeminent and distinguished from all others as Son of
God, 'Who is the image of the invisible God' (Col. 1 : l5). .It
pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell, (Col. I : l9).
There is no part of the fulness and glory of God which is not in Him,
no particle of the grace and truth of God He lacks. This truth is
essential to the Gospel. We read in John's Gospel, .He that cometh
from heaven is above all . . . The Father loveth the Son and hath
given all things into His hand.'

The voice from heaven was heard on more than one occasion,'This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.' Christ has
preeminence in the love of God, 'Thou lovest m-e before the founda-
tion of the world' (John 17). Every born-again believer shares in
the love of the Father for the Son, for we .are accepted in the
Beloved.'

2. He is Preeminent and unique because He accomplished our
Redemption. In the actual and practical work of our silvation He
is alone and supreme. We sometimes hear people talking of salva-
tion and saying that Christ has done His part. What part is that?
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And what part has He not done, and who is going to do it? The
truth is that salvation, from first to last, is of the Lord. Christ has
done-and well done-all that belongs to finishing the transgression,
making an end of sin, and bringing in everlasting righteousness. It is
not an attempt on His part, ol an experiment, but a fact. Our
fathers delighted to talk about 'the finished work of Christ.' Paul
tells the Ephesians, 'By grace are ye saved, through faith . . . ' The
grace is Christ's, and the faith is given by Him also, divinely
implanted-'not o'f yourselves, it is the gift of God' (Eph. 2 :8-10).
The letter to the Hebrews says, 'He is gone into heaven having
obtained eternal redemption for us (Hebrews 9 : l2). It was His
sin-atoning work on the Cross, where He was our Sinbearer and
Substitute, that brought us salvation. By His stripes we were
healed.'

'Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy Cross I cling.'

3. He is Preeminent and stands alone in that He is with the
Father and in the unity of the Godhead with the Holy Spirit, the
object of the Christian's faith and worship. We cannot expect to
obtain the mercies we seek, the guidance we need, the blessings we
long for, elsewhere. The faith of a child of God looks to Jesus and
has no confidence in man. It has learned that the Saviour has an
ear open for every cry, and help ready for every need. Yes, and
under the teaching of the Holy Spirit the believer learns to sorrow
for sin, grieve over failure, and take every trouble to the 'Man of
Sorrows.'
Some talk loftily about worshipping God in Nature; if they looked

more closely they might be repelled by some things to be found in
Nature, 'red in tooth and claw' as Tennyson said, for the whole
creation is fallen as well as man (Romans 8:22). Others like
worship accompanied by gorgeous robes, elaborate ritual, magnifi-
cent music, processions, incense. How far all this is from worship
in spirit and in truth. The eye and the mind may be captivated, and
the heart and soul left unmoved. Throush Christ we are brousht in
prayer, praise and adoration to worsliip the Father. The 

-Lord

Jesus is Himself Emmanuel. God with us. We are commanded to
worship Him-'All men should honour the Son, even as they honour
the Father. He that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the
Father which sent Him.'

4. He is Preeminent in the love of His people. We will not say,
of course, that Christ is the only object of a believer's love. It is the
very nature of divine grace to enlarge the sympathies of men. We
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begin to love all the children of God, just because they belong to
Him. But in the affections of a chrisiian's heart the Lord J6sus
has the preeminence. A so-called christian without a love and
devotion to the Saviour is no true christian at all! 'we love Him
because He first loved us.' 'He loved me and gave Himself for me.'

We love Him for the forgiveness He has given; for the robe of
righteousness He has put_upon us; for peace with God freely given,
and for fellowship with God richly bestowed; for victory ovEr sin
and temptation; for recovery after backsliding; for bringing blessings
out of trial; for the fruits of the Holy Spirit made to growln us; fir
9. 

j9V and delight of His service; for tfe bright hope of His Second
Coming, and of a glad eternity prepared for ui to be spent with Him.

O Thou who camest from above
The pure celestial fire to impart,

Kindle a flame of sacred love
On the mean altar of my heart.

Jesus, confirm my heart's desire
To work, and speak, and think for Thee;

Still let me guard the holy fire,
And still stir up Thy gift in me.

5. He is Preeminent in the standard of truth and conduct. We
live in days when old standards of truth and conduct have very
largely declined, or been rejected. Multitudes have no moral stan-
dards or high principles by which to measure ideas or behaviour.
In many quarters people who talk of God's principles and take their
stand on Bible teaching, -are regarded as quite out of date. Many
radio.discussions prove this. Large numbers of people do what ii
right in their own eyes, but alas they are blinded Uy Satan, and in
consequence we are seeing a moral landslide.

. Today, on_-every hand, we see society largely without God,
ignorant of His revealed truth, with no iompeiling standards to
govern life and conduct. unless men get back to ehrist and His
truth and values we face disaster. rn HiJteaching in New Testament
doctrines, in Bible precepts and promises, *aiiogt and exhorta-
tions, there is God-given light for all men and all exlperience. God's
eternal, spiritual standard is there, that we may teJt ail life in His
divine balances.

6. He is to be Preeminent.in all things-.That in all things He
might have the preeminence.' He is ttie Alpha and Omegi, tfr"
beginning and the ending. There is nothing wliich co.rcern, ui__oo,
church life, our homes and lives and prospects-in which He is to be
leTt out. He is our Lord as well as Saviour: our Governor as well
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as Friend. We are to give Him loyalty, submission and obedience
'in all things.'

In the Christian circle, in our homes and family life, He must be
central, honoured, loved and served. 'By love serve one another.'
At work, even though it may be an ungodly place, hostile to
Christian ways, seek grace to be like Him, gracious, patient, trust-
worthy, conscientious. He will speak through your life, even there.
In the social relationships of life, abide in Him, trust in Him, help
and comfort and witness for His sake. Let your ambitions be
subject to His will and direction; your recreations such as He can
approve; your very thoughts brought into captivity to the obedience
of Christ.

What think ye of Christ? What is He really to you? Do you
give Him just a place in your life, or some degree of prominence,
or is He and shall He be preeminent? Are we ready to crown Him
Lord of all? Is He our Head, to energise, inspire and influence?
Can we each one say, and from the heart--'I live by Him, in Him
and for Him'?-'That in all things He might have the preeminence.'

This article is re-printed by permission from'Things Concerning
Himself ;
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The Lord is my
Shepherd

H. M. CARSON

A sermon preached in the Evangelical
Church, lV elwyn, H erts.

"The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want."-Psalm 23 : 1.
This morning and again this evening I want to take with you the

23rd Psalm, and this morning we will look at the familiar opening
statement of the psalm, "The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not
want."

It is very difficult for us in our highly mechanised and urbanised
20th century to appreciate these pastoral metaphors that you get in
the Bible. Even in farming circles nowadays with its highly mechan-
ised approach it is rather difficult to appreciate something of the
picture language of the Bible. It is important, however, to remem-
ber that this Book emerged from a pastoral community; shepherds
and flocks were a feature of everyday life. When we read about
people in towns, we must not imagine them in towns divorced from
the countryside. They were in little towns for whom the countryside
was right alongside and, indeed, the town was also a place where
you were quite liable to see flocks. So this metaphor, drawn from
the sheepfolds, was one that was very much true to life as far as
those who read the Scriptures in the original were concerned. And
for someone like David this was an especially familiar picture
because before he was king he had been a shepherd boy on the
Judean hills and his conception of his role as king was drawn from
his own background; the king in Israel was essentially the pastor of
God's people.

Now when the Lord Jesus Christ uses the same picture He is
speaking against this same familiar background, a background
familiar to Him and to His hearers. You will remember how in John
10 the Lord Jesus takes the same picture, the picture which David
is using here in Psalm 23, and He applies it to Himself. David had
said, 'The Lord is my shepherd; Jehovah is my shepherd,' and Jesus
says, 'I am the true Shepherd; I am the good Shepherd; the good
Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep.' When the apostle Peter is
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speaking about Christ and about His love for His people and His
death on their behalf, he speaks of Him as the .Shepherd and bishop
of our souls'; the One who shed His own blood on the Cross o]
Calvary.

'The Lord is my shepherd.' There is nothing theoretical about this
psalm. This is not an academic statement of Christian doctrine,
though it is profoundly doctrinal. This is a song that comes wellins
up fiom the depths of a man's heart. This Is " *o.O *fri"il ii
coloured by his own deep rich experience of the mercy and the
goodness of God. David, I believe, looks back and remembers all
that God has done, and he says from his heart in humility, with
praise and thanksgiving, 'The Lord is my shepherd.' The Lord,
Jehovah-it is the name which speaks of Him as the God who has
revealed Himself. When you deal with truth in the Bible, it is never
in terms of a day with leaden skies of which you are not quite sure;
it is always a day in which the sun is breaking through the clouds,
lighting up the path in front of you. God is not a God who dwells
beyond the clouds of doubt and uncertainty. God is not One who
remains in the remote distance, an object of religious speculation.
He is always the God who has shone forth. He has manifested His
glory. He has spoken to His people. He is the Lord, the One who
has revealed Himself.

How has He revealed Himself? It is by this very name Jehovah,
by this name Lord, He has revealed Himself as the God of the
covenant. What a precious word that is. It is the word that gives
unity to the rvhole of Scripture, th'e word that is written right a-ross
the pages of the Bible. A covenant, a relationship-but it is a very
deep relationship. It is a relationship in which two people are
involved. a relationship in which promises are made, ir which
conditions are laid down, in which blessings and benefits are
enjoyed. God enters into a covenant with His people, a covenant so
intimate that the one with the background of a shepherd looking
after the flock can say, 'The Lord Jehovah, the God of the Covenant,
He is my shepherd.'

There is of course something lhat distinguishes this covenant, this
relationship from any other relationship in this world, and it is that
this is entirely a gracious covenant. Indeed we speak of it in
doctrinal terms as the 'covenant of grace,' but this is not simply a
cold formula in order to keep the theologians'minds straigdt on
a certain fundamental issue, it is a formula which is rich with life.
A covenant of grace-what does it mean? It means that God acted
entirely in mercy when He entered into this relationship with His
people. God was quite self-sufficient. He had no needs beyond

--i.*.:ft fraf, 5
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Himself. You and r have needs. we cannot live by ourselves andsolitary confinement is about the worst punishment trr"i you "*inflict upon anyone. For a man to be by himself, sfrut 6n tromeveryone else, is to face an intolerable 
-burden. 

we need otherpeople' we must have other people, otherwise rife would be unbear-
able' we must never imagine tLat God Almighty is in some sense
needy apart from us. Roll back the years of hLtory; go to;r;;ti,of,
go prior to creation, and of course at that point our'mird b;;lG.
we cannot conceive it, but as we reflect ottih" .onoiti* oitnlrg,
before time was, before men were, we ask_was God in some sta'te
of eJernal deprivation? of course He was not. within the richness
of the Godhead, Father, Son and Spirit enjoyed a perfect fif". CoOhad no need of men at all. The veiy fact itrat coo created men inthe first instance is simply a token of tlir grace and His mercy. And
these men whom He created, these meriupon whom He lavished
His bounty and His goodness, what have ifr"y aonei T6;;;.
gone their own ways. They have taken the very gifts that He has
bestowed upon them and they have used them for their own selfishpurposes. They have turned their backs upon God, and yet in g;ce
3ld il amazing condescension,_He_stoopJd to them, th" KiG?;;;
His throne to the rebels, and He has taken them and -ud;;h;;
His own.

. He has brought them into this covenant relatio'ship, and what anintima.te relationship it is. It is a relationship so intlmate ttrui tnl
!1Ut9 i9 constanrly producing fresh pictures ii order to Uring ho*;
this intimacy. lt speaks of the m-arriage relationship_God ;,ri;;;;
Israel, christ has the church as His uiioe. lt .p"ui. of the re^lation-
ship of parent and child; 'Like as a father pitiis his crritaren, so ineI,ord pities them that fear Him.' And it speaks here in this
shepherd picture of the same intimacy. Again we find it hard to
appreciate because, even when we do iee shiep being aeart witrr uy
1 f?rT"t, they are being driven out of a field *ltt u ?og b;rkiG;
their heels and the sheep scurrying hither and thither. Blt this is"an
eastern flock and an eastern shepherd, and the eastern ,n"p[oA
leads his flock and he knows them intimately. when two flocis are
mixed together so that it wourd seem impoisible to separate trrem
the one from the other, theeastern shepherd can call his sheep and
they know their name and they know the shepherd's uoi"" und trr"y
will follow him. That is the picture here. Th! God of tl".ou.nuo't
is my shepherd. He knits me into this personar intimateielatlr;;ip
with Himself. He knows me by name He knows everything abodt
me, and He calls me to Himself. And this is a constantierati"onshif.
It is not something which ebbs and flows. It is not rike human friend-
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ships. How many people there are and they are all over you one
moment, and then in a month or two they have some other friend'
ship. But this is not a friendship that depends upon the emotion of
the moment, nor is this a friendship that depends upon the situation
or the circumstances of the moment. This is an abiding covenant, a
constant relationship, because it is rooted in the love and the grace
of One who says, 'My name is "I am".' He is the great 'I am" the
unchanging God. He is the same yesterday, today and for ever. It
is many a long century since David, with a thrill in his heart, wrote
this verse, 'The Lord is my shepherd,' and yet any child of God
today can read this psalm and can say from his heart a deep'Amen.'
It is still as true as ever it was. The Lord is mine as He was David's,
because He is Himself, the unchanging God'

Jehovah, the God of the covenant-yes' but there is something
more about that name Jehovah. He is the God of redemption' You
will remember when He revealed the meaning of His name to
Moses; it was when Moses was being commissioned for his great
task of bringing the people of Israel out of Egypt. They were slaves
and their situation was utterly hopeless; they were being exploited
by the task-masters and there was no future at all, but God says
'i will act.' He sends Moses to deliver, and the exodus was the great
day of emancipation when the slaves were set free, when they were
taken out and brought to the promised land and constituted the
people of God. It is no wonder that every pious Jew right through
itre btO Testament looked back to the exodus, the day of redemp
tion, the day when Jehovah manifested His power. Yes, there was
mighty Egypt with Pharaoh and all his power serving the gods of
ggypt. But the Lord on high was almighty. He broke the power of
Egypt. He broke the power of Pharaoh. He demonstrated that the
iOoti of Egypt were empty and vain. He led His people out. He
was the mighty Redeemer.

So when the New Testament believers look at Calvary and when
they see Christ redeeming His people from their sins, they describe
it in the language of the exodus. Just as God brought Israel out of
Egypt, so Christ by the shedding of His own blood has led His
peopte forth. This is the Lord of whom we say, 'The Lord-is my'
ihepherd.' My Shepherd has laid claim to my life because -ft".!3'
pur-chased me with His own blood. This is the Shepherd who His
bwn self bare our sins in His own body on the tree,' and when I go
and stand afresh at Calvary and when I see the One who there shed
His blood, I say, 'He that spared not His own Son but delivered
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us a1l
things.; What a covenant this is' What a relationship this is. It
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has been sealed by the blood of Christ, my great Redeemer.
The Lord-there is a further thought in the revelation of His

name irr the Old Testament. He is the Sovereign Lord. He is the
One who is upon the Throne. He is the One to whom all men and
all circumstances are subject. He is the I-ord God Almighty. This
is my Shepherd. The God who revealed Himself to Moses was not
one more Canaanite deity amongst the multitude of gods and
goddesses served by the pagan tribes. He was rhe Lord of all the
earth. He was the God of creation. He was the One through whom
the very universe had come into being. He was the Lord of history;
the One who took all the threads and wove them, and still weaves
them, into His own great pattern. He is the God who has made men
and to whom men are ultimately subject-high and low, rich and
poor, powerful and weak, all are in Ifis sovereign hands as clay in
the hands of the potter. He is the God who reigns supreme over
earth, over men, and over hell itself. The devil can never move one
step beyond the permissive hand of God, and ultimately the devit
and all his works will know the everlasting misery of those who are
subject to the conquest of the Most High. This is the God who is
our Shepherd. 'My shepherd is the living Lord.'

It is no wonder that there is such confidence in the heart of God's
people as they reflect on the covenant into which the sovereign God
has brought them. The Lord, the Lord Jehovah, the Lord who has
revealed Himself to me; the God of the covenant, my Redeemer,
my sovereign God, He is my shepherd. And David is speaking here
about the blessings and the benefits which flow from this relation-
ship. 'The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want; He maketh me
to lie down in green pastures, He leadeth me beside the still waters.'
He is speaking about the shepherd providing and caring for the
flock, for our God provides and cares. Yes, He provides for our
physical needs. I fear this is a truth of which we so easily lose sight.
We in our affuent society, in spite of balance of payment crises,
have a standard oI living which surpasses the standards of a great
deal of the world. If we were living in the famine area of North
Bihar in India, where there is a possibility of starvation facing
families every day, we might appreciate (as in our comfortable
affuence, all too often we do not appreciate) that it is the God who
reigns above who feeds, literally feeds, His people. Have you ever
noticed how significant it is that the very first petition that the Lord
puts upon the lips of His disciples in the Lord's Prayer is ,Give us
this day our daily bread'? We are in debt to Him, and when we
bow our heads before a meal and give thanks, it should be no mere
empty formality but rather a token of our gratitude to the Shepherd
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of our souls that He feeds us and provides for us physically.
But His provision is not only for the body, because we have needs

that are even deeper than the need of food and drink. We need
strength for our souls. We need strength in the battle against
temptation. We need strength for the journey as we go on towards
the Celestial City. 'The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.'
Here for example is a young Christian only recently come to know
Christ and he has been brought into the flock. At first, almost
inevitably, life is a bit uncertain. Yes, there is the joy of knowing
that his sins are forgiven, there is the joy of knowing that he is now
a member of the flock of Christ, but what about the days ahead?
He is wondering how he is going to fare, how he is going to stand.
'The Lord is my shepherd. I shall not want.' He hears the Shepherd
saying, 'I give unto them eternal life and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand.' The Shepherd
knows His flock and He provides, and tends, and cares for them.

The shepherd protects his flock, and this was certainly no mere
theory as far as David was concerned. You will recall the time when
he was about to fight Goliath, and the question was 'How can you,
a mere youngster, face a trained warrior of the Philistine army?'
But David remembers and recalls what it meant to tend sheep. It
was no sinecure being a shepherd in Judea. You faced danger, you
faced mutilation or death through wild beasts, and so he spoke about
the bear and the lion which had tried to destroy the flock. But a
Jewish shepherd would stand by his flock and if need be he would
die trying to save his flock. Whether it was wild beasts or whether
it was brigands, the shepherd was there. And our Shepherd, our
great heavenly Pastor, has faced the enemy. He faced them at
Calvary when the powers of darkness threw all their resources
against the Son of God, and He emerged-yes, at the cost of His
own blood-but He emerged as the Victor. So it is the victorious,
the conquering One who is our Pastor. He is the One who protects
us against all the wiles and the subtle attacks of the evil one.

Is this something just for the present? No, of course, this psalm
lifts your eyes beyond, to the future. It begins with this affirmation
of faith: 'The Lord is my shepherd,' and it sweeps you right through
the experiences of life, through death itself, to the ultimate purpose
of God for His people: 'I will dwell in the house of the Lord for
ever.' We use that phrase very easily but when we reflect on it we
find that it is a phrase that brings in a vista so vast that it is beyond
our comprehension. For ever-we can think of twenty years, fifty
years, sixty years; yes, we can even reflect on history and tbink of
the centuries passing, but for ever, for ever with the Lord, to all
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eternity. It is like someone, who has been brought up on a tiny httle
island off the west coast of scotland or the west coast of Ireland,
emigrating to Canada and seeing the vast undulating sweep of the
lra]fes going on right beyond the power of eye to s6e the irorizon.
well, this is something of what it is for us in our iittle experience of
time and space, to think of the 'for ever' of eternitv. dr it is like
someone who has been brought up perhaps in the east end of
London in days past, when holidays were scarce, and the only
expanse of water that he ever saw was a small lake in a local park,
and he stands on the shores of the Atlantic; he has never seen such
an expanse of water before; this illimitable expanse stretching into
the remote distance. well, here we are with 6ur fittle experlence,
and yet 'for ever I will dwell in the house of the Lord.' For ever,
eternity, it is beyond our comprehension, beyond our imagining, but
what a prospect for those who know themselves to be shiep riitnin
the flock of the Good Shepherd.

Of course there are consequences, and they are very fruitful
consequences in our lives. The man who has this relationship knows
the meaning of the peace of God in his heart. He has a co^nfidence
and a calm about him as he faces the future. Admittedly the future
is as uncertain for him as it is for anyone else because none of us
can say what the future holds. We all make reasonable provision
for the future-we plan for the week ahead and people take out
insurance policies for years ahead. we do this andlhai, but all the
time we have to admit that we can never guarantee anything about
a week ahead, much less a year ahead. But the Christian, facing
whatever uncertainty the future may hold, can say: .The Lord ii
my shepherd,' because the God whom we serve is above the ebb and
flow of circumstance. He is not trapped in the process of this world.
You and I are subject to circumstances and we cannot govern and
control the way things happen. We find ourselves in situations and
circumstances which overwhelm us, but this is the God who is above
and beyond, the God who holds all things under His control. And
this is the God who is our Shepherd. So we look into the uncer-
tainty of the future and we say, 'I shall lack nothing, because my
shepherd is my Creator.' There is no possibility of His resour"ei
running out. There will never come a point where I shall find Him
in a state of perplexity, not knowing which way to turn. All wisdom
is His. There will never be a time when a situation will emerse
which will find Him so weak and impoverished that He will 6e
unable to reply with an adequate word. My Shepherd is God
Almighty, so I can face the future with calm confidence.

How complete this word is, how full it is; .I shall not want,: or in
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coverdale's translation of the Psalms (coverdale's was one of the

translations of the 16th century) 'The Lord is my shepherd' therefore

"un f fu"t nothing.' There ii nothing that I can lack if He is my

shepherd. But someone may say that surely there are times when

God's children lack many things. No, judged by God's standards'

tfr"y ""u"t lack anything. 
-Judged 

by human standards they may iack

-uitv itringt, uut luagJA by the standards of God, and judged by

itr" riunOuiOs of eietttlty, they never lack a thing' Look at Job-. he

iu"t"a many things; he lost his money, his prosperity, his children'

fri* u"ty treattfr; lJok at him, in misery, outside the city, reduced to

a pitiable condition-.I shall not want'? o but listen to the man

*iin u psalm of triumph on his lips: 'I know that my Redeemer

liveth aid He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; and

though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my-flesh shall

I see"God.' gui lob, you are suffering, you are in pain and desperate

misery. 'The Lord give, and the Lord hath taken away,' he replies'
.,blesied be the name of the I-ord.' Here is a man who did not lack

for he had the grace of God in his hour of need'

Think again of the apostle Paul. And Paul, you have had many

a rough puitug.. They beat you, they scourged you, they threw you

into p'rison, tf,ey ston-eO you, they left you- half dead' There have

beeniimes, Paul, when surely you did not have enough to eat; you

were hungry, you were thirity, you were cold' Paul would say:
"I have nEvbr iacked anything.' :I hane learnt,' he said, 'in whatso'

ever state I am, therewittt to Ui content; I have learnt both to abound

and to suffer need.' .When things have gone well, I have learnt

howtorejoice.Whenlfacedat ightsi tuat ion,whenlfacedhunger
and need, well I have learnt thJmeaning of that word that God

,pot" to my soul, "My grace is sufficient for thee, for My strength

is made perfect in wiafness".' And from his pri9o1 cell' facing

death, paul could say with David, 'I know whom I have believed

and I am persuaded ihat He is able to keep that which I have com-

mitted unio Him against that day.' And Stephen?-Stephen' mis'

represented with a irumped-up charge agarnst him, facing an angry

-oO, tu.ing a horrible death, but there is Stephen, his. face^ shining

*iifr'tfr" u.-.y tig6t of heaven. You are lacking something, Stephen;
you are taci<ing security that. means so much to people' yo.u ale

i'u"ting physicai wellbeing. There is going to come a point shortly

*t.n 
"Vou'will 

lack life itself. You are going to lo:j: everything'

Stephen, and can you still say, 'I shall not want'? But Stephen looks

"p^""Oheseestheheavensopenandhe-seeshisShepherd' theLord
jesus Christ, at the right hand of God, the One who is seated on the

Throne but who staids to welcome His returning martyr' With
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such a vision he is ready for anything, even death itself.
, The suffering saints of the Lord down the years have confessed
that, judged by the world's standards we lack many things, but
judged by the standards of eternity, we lack absolutely nothing. and
this is true, not only today, but it will be true tomorrow and all the
tomorrows that shall elapse until the Lord cleaves the heavens and
takes His people to be with Him for ever. .The Lord is mv
shepherd, therefore can I lack nothing.' This is why the christian
knows God's peace. This is why the Christian should be such a
joy.ful person, even if at times the smile has to come through tears,
because of course he is subject to the ordinary sorrows and suffer-
ings of life, but he knows the joy of God as his porrion. This is why
the Christian should be such a thankful person, because all the tim;
he is aware of the debt of grace that he owes to the God of the
Covenant, for this is the God who has made us His; ,I am His, and
He is mine, for ever and for ever.'

The freedom from sin, the joy, the peace, the light. the abunclant
life, the indestructible hope, the deliverance from fear, the purity
and power and forgiveness which lesus promised to men-if they
would believe in Him and follow Him as true disciples-haie
been triumphantly realised and displayed in the lives of innumerabre
multitudes since.

Among His loltowers have been men and women, the famous and
the unknown, rich and poor, learned qnd unlettered, noble-born
and humble-born, young and aged, oriental and occiclental, scientist
and former, statesman and herdsman, merchant and blacksmith,
slave and freedman.

All were sought with the same divine love; all were redeemed
with the same grctce; each was made a member of His Bdy; each
had his name written in the Inmb's book of life; each was ossured
a home in heaven forever with the Inrd.

-W[snR M. Srr.rrrs.

:*&.d:- ;*"rirykid& :{d&is*.'; ;



The Gospel Magazine

Missionory Panoromo

Eriure&
The south-western coast of the Red Sea has always been a frontier

land with little stable government or continuous history; a no-man's
land between the Ethiopians (also known as Abyssinians), the
Arabs and the various people who have ruled the Sudan. There was
no name for the whole unit until the Italians came to it about ninety
years ago; but what to call this collection of geography, races and
languages? 'Si-Eritrea! '-after the Latin name for the Red Sea,
and to make a unified country the Italians applied their ancient
knowledge of civilisation. Peace, the tribal wars had to stop. Iaw,
all had to acknowledge the authority of the central government.
Prosperity, full stomachs give less trouble than empty ones'

The day came, however, when European rule in Africa had to
enil, and Mussolini's East African Empire toppled when the British
forces overran it in 1941. Ethiopia returned to its rightful ruler,
while Eritrea remained under British administration for ten years,
during which the educational system was greatly expanded and
Eritreans learned to run their local government.

But what was to be Eritrea's destiny? A proposal was made that
the northern and western Muslim sections should be transferred to
the Sudan, but this did not gain sufficient inside or outside support.

What about independence? In spite of the diversity of Eritrean
peoples there had come to be at last a pride in something called
''Erltrea." They had a boundary, a name, a government, and had
lived together for more than sixty years; it was a uational conscious-
ness such as has come to many other African countries in the same
way, but there was not enough unity as to how to go about it nor as
to whether they really wanted it.

Thus Ethiopia's claims prevailed. In ancient times she ruled a
large part of what is now Eritrea. Also 'the Habash' of the central
highlands are the same people as those of the neighbouring province
of Trgray and are closely related to the Amharas, the ruling race of
Ethiopia, all of both peoples being Orthodox Christians and inherit'
ing common traditions. The Habash are the stronger half of the
people of Eritrea. In addition to these ancient ties and relationships,
Ethiopia had the practical need of an outlet to the sea, which had
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been taken from her by the Italian occupation of Eritrea.
When the Unlted Nations came to consider t}re matter of the

ex-Italian colonies, they recommended ftat Eritrea should be
federated with Fthiopia, under the Ethiopian crown. But Ethiopia
did not ftust this compromise. A little over ten years later, unier
mounting pressure, the Eritrean parliament declared the end of the
Eritrean state government and its own dissolution. The endins of
the tension seemed to clear the air and with new confidence, tiade
and industrial investment took on new life. Ethiopians rejoiced that
now all their rightful people had rejoined them in complete union.

The idea of independence, however, did not die, at least not
among two diverse kinds of people-the young educated ones of the
towns and those of the outlying Muslim tribes. The latter had never
been much subject to any government and it was among them that
revolt first broke out, not as any popular mass movement, but as a
small band of outlaws . They were soon joined, however, by boys
from the towns, Christians as well as Muslims.

It is not hard to imagine where such a movement could get help.
. . . In less than two years the boys were back, uniformed armed
with modern automatic weapons and organised and trained for
guerilla war, Mao-style. By the beginning of this year it seemed that
their boast over Damascus radio was nearly true that they controlled
all the country districts and had the government bottled up in the
towns. They have taken the name 'Eritrean Liberation Front,'
which immediately betrays their political alignment and who their
allies are. The boys have been well doctrinated with Arab Sociarism.
and while real Communism would be mostly beyond their compre
hension there is reason to believe that there are communists ambns
the educated young men at the top.

Another idea which puts them out of tune with the outlook of the
average Eritrean is their tendency to take sides with Islam. Their
leaders know that this would be fatal to the movement because the
stronger half of the Eritreans are orthodox christians, but Muslims
cannot understand leaving religion out of politics.

A little before Easter this year the government struck back on a
bigger scale than ever before. Troops were sent into the back
country areas of the western lowlands where they ruthlessly burned
dozens of villages. Especially badly hit were those known to be
frequent rebel hideouts and quite a few people lost their lives. The
villagers were ordered to move and settle in designated areas which
concentrated the villages in central and accessible places. It was a
scorched earth policy designed to deprive the rebels of their local
bases of operation.
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At the time of writing a month has just passed in which the
government declared an amnesty for all rebels who would give
themselves up. Severe pressure was put on the tribal elders to bring
in their boys, or else . . . But the boys have long ago left the control
of their elders and few have surrendered. What now?

These are small happenings compared with events in other parts
of the world, and it may seem to some that Eritrea is a small and
obscure country. But this land is not without significance. It is on
one of the world's frontiers. On one hand are the Ethiopians, the
heirs of a millenium and a half of Orthodox Christian tradition,
who for centuries have fought for their survival against Muslim
enemies. They are fond of saying that Ethiopia has survived as an
island of Christianity in a sea of Islam, mainly the Arabs, Sudanese
and Somalis, and a century ago even the Egyptians and Turks.

On the other hand there is Islam. It is a fact of life in Africa
today that Islam has become firmly established south of the Sahara,
and on its frontier it is spreading at such a rate as to make the best
work of Christian missions look merely silly. Eritrea is a part of
that story. A hundred years ago these people were mostly pagans or
Orthodox Christians, but Islam has so progressed among both, that
half Eritrea is Muslim today.

When we think of the neighbouring lands of Arabia, Somalia and
the eastern Sudan where there are no indigenous Christians and the
messengers of Christ, as such, are totally prohibited, we can thank
God that these Muslim parts of Eritrea and others parts of Ethiopia
are now within the boundaries of Ethiopia. This makes them to be
none other than a bridgehead for the proclamation of the Gospel
in the territory of Islam itself, because the people among whom we
work have close ties with those over the same Sudan border.

We of the Middle East General Mission believe that God brought
us here for such a time as this. From its beginning our mission has
considered itself to be specially concerned with the witness of the
Gospel among Muslims and, after our background and experience
of such work in Egypt, when God led us here we found ourselves
able to fill a place that had so far been neglected. We did not know
what was in store for us but now we find ourselves already in place
to meet needs in this land in this time of crisis, in the very places to
which many of the people are being gathered. Surely'God . . . rides
upon the storm.'

Our seven places of work are literally on the actual line of divi-
sion between Islamic Africa to the north and Christian and pagan
Africa to the south. God has honoured us with a front line position,
but there are armed forces at large around us who if they succeeded
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might restrict or even prohibit us. This is an unfinished story, but
the present chapter is a day of opportunity, an opportunity which
has so far increased because of the crisis, and encourages us to
believe that God is in it.

Where are those who will stand with us in intercession with God,
in sacrifice and service? We are grateful to know that many who
read this do, and this is written to be information for your piayers.
where though are some more who will invest their lives utto ouev
the call of God to stand in the gap with us? Will you all join witl
us as the Lord leads you to claim this land for Christ?

IYortilu Africm
We are privileged to live in a day of dramatic change. The fact

of modern media such as radio, Iiteracy, rapid and easy communi-
cation, all mean that frontiers, where they still exist, can and must
be crossed.

How do we find the modern,independent, young muslim in these
areas which are so accessible to us? What is his reaction to the
Gospel in this materialistic age? Can Islam resist the challenge of
enquiring minds awakened by education? Can Islam co-exist with
modern standards of freedom and living?

As a natural corollary to this, we are not surprised to hear of
increasing pleas for more democratic rule and government. ff more
democratic ideas begin to chalienge the authority of Koran and
Prophet can Islam itself remain unshaken?

As we turn our attention to the lands of North Africa, one of the
outstanding facts is that all of these countries have become inde-
pendent in a little more than a decade.

All, of course, have muslim governments, although they vary
widely from each other, and the dream of Moghrab unity is far from
being a reality.

Libya, adamantly opposed to the Gospel, is despotically ruled by
the aged and austere King Idriss; Tunisia is governed by the father-
like figure of Bourguiba, the country's symbol of independence;
Algeria, since the overthrow of Ben Bella, is controlled by a military
junta with Bou Medienne at the head; and King Hussein of
Morocco, having suspended his parliament for preferring words to
deeds, rules the country alone.

In most of these countries the official attitude would, in all proba-
bility, be more favourable to Missions than they are, but they are
aware of a watchful Opposition, staunchly and traditionally muslim,
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which would be ready to pounce on any sign of too favourable
treatment of anything Christian. This explains why, in some cases,
Missions which have been long established are no longer recognised.
This accounts for the outbreaks of violent attacks in the press and
on the radio on all kinds of Christian activity, and probably why
muslim prayers have been made compulsory in all schools.

All of these countries belong to the United Nations Organisation,
and as such guarantee freedom of worship-a phrase more impres-
sive on paper than in practice.

While- the masses jn these countries are certainly nominally
muslim, the general opposition to the Gospel is by no means as
fanatical and traditional as previously. The younger generation is
materialistic and, with the growth of literacy, effective use is being
made of Bible Correspondence Courses and other means of litera-
ture distribution. By these means, and with the powerful aid of
radio evangelism, a real penetration is being made.

A missionary writes: ' . . . ., & student at the University, fascinated
by various phiiosophies, yet dissatisfied, lonely, reserved, too proud
to admit the failure of Islam to meet her need . . . There is young'
bright . . . ., doing higher commercial studies, dreams of possibilities
to iravel, to see other countries and people; has done many Bible
studies by correspondence. A young teacher has completed seven
of the Courses and now is doing a specially advanced course of
Bible studies on the Sonship and Divinity of Jesus Christ.'

The above are significant and hopeful signs of the thinking of
young peoplo in at least one of the North African countries, and
when we learn that in another area a young fellow has grouped
together a team of collaborators, who are themselves arranging for
periods of Bible study, discussion and prayer entirely on their own
initiative, we begin to see that we might well be in an emerging
Church situation.

Fez
Travelling tine from London to Fez-by B.E.A. Comet to

Tangier uod-then by road or rail-is about eight hours. If you could
shut-your eyes for the whole journey and then open thgq in the
middie of the oldest part of the city of Fez you would think that you

had gone back 500 years and travelled to the East' In fact you

would still be in 1967 and would have gone almost due south'
The oldest part of Fez was founded by Idriss II, whose father

had been poisoned on the orders of the Calif of Baghdad, Harun



I
I

The Gospel Magazine 565

al-Rachid, who was worried by his success in conquering and
islamising large parts of Morocco. The Idriss family were descended
from Ali, Mohammed's son-in-law. It was because of this that they
were received so well in Morocco. The people of the Zerhoun
region, between Fez and Meknes, believed that a beneficent influence
-the 'baraks'-s1n31sfgd from the descendants of their prophet
Mohammed. The present generation of the family still enjoy a
privileged position in Fez. So Fez came into being at a time when
Charlemagne was becoming Emperor of the West. (In case you are
not as strong as I am in history, this is said by the tourist brochure
to have been in the year 808 e.o.!) The largest portion of Fez's
320,000 inhabitants still live in this sector although there is another
quarter called 'Fez Djdid' (Arabic for 'New Fez') da.ting from the
l3th century and also a modern section built under French influence
since 1916.

The Encyclopaedia Britannica says of Fez: 'fts historical import-
ance, the wealth of its population, its many craftsmen and its famous
university entitle Fez to be called the real centre-religious, political
and economic-of the Shereefian Empire.' While not agreeing
wholeheartedly with the Encyclopaedia, it is true that the people of
Fez do exert a very great influence on the nation's affairs. Its
Karaouyine university is the Islamic centre of the country as well
as having a modern section. There are many colleges and schools
vainly trying to keep pace with the population explosion.

Like many other cities in this country, Fez is a strange mixture of
ancient and modern-magnificent motor-cars are held up by strings
of over-burdened donkeys crossing their path; the younger of a rich
man's two wives lives in a flat near our bookshop and is never
allowed out except with her husband, while other members of her
age-group walk by in skirts which might be termed 'Moroccan-
minis'; television aerials rise from rooftops above battlements where
many a head has been displayed after being detached from its more
normal resting place!

The bookshop of the North Africa Mission stands in an excellent
position on the loveliest avenue in the new part of the city. It seeks
to cater for both ancient and modern-the venerable old man in his
long white garment receives as friendly a welcome as the youngster
from the college clad in a suit. The approach to each is different
but their basic need is the same, for they know not Christ as
Saviour. A well-sited bookshop with a good window display can
reach a great number of people, including many of the more edu-
cated class-a class which must be reached if the indisenous church



566 The Gospel Magazine

is to have the leaders it so much needs. Yet the present outreach of
the shop is sadly limited because one missionary, with a limited
amount of help from his wife, cannot possibly do all the running of
a busy shop and take full advantage of all the opportunities
presented for telling out the Good News.

Tiluai[arud
Towards the end of 1966, alarge international fair was held in

Bangkok for which the S.G.M. printed editions of Words of Life
in Thai, English and Chinese. The special cover illustration was of
the Throne Hall in Bangkok, a magnificent building where the Kings
of Siam are crowned.

A veteran worker reports: 'Some of us were at the gates almost
every afternoon and had wonderful opportunities. This was a high-
class fair. About 35 countries participated. The exhibits were of
excellent quality and well worth seeing. Over one-and-a-half million
paid admissions were registered. People of rank attended and
thousands of high school students were conducted round in the
afternoons. Many of them thanked us in English for the booklet.
Ticket-sellers, policemen on duty and boy scouts asked for lVords
of Life. We could easily have distributed thousands more if we had
had the supply and the workers. We used 19,000 copies of the Thai
edition, a good number of English and a smaller amount of Chinese.

'Last week, a congress of religions was held here in the city and
the Church was invited to present Christian literature. We sent 800
copies of. Words of Life and people received them eagerly. One
person was heard to remark, as she saw the cover, "Oh, this is
ours. I want to read it." What the results will be, we do not know,
but we do know that the booklets have entered many homes where
the Gospel has never been heard before.'

Israe[
The Gospel of Luke, printed in Arabic with an extra large type,

has met with a wann reception in Mediterranean countries. A
foreign missionary passing down a street in Israel, where there is
a large Arab population, saw a very elderly man sitting at the door
of his house. The foreigner showed him the Gospel and asked if he
would care to have a copy. The old man's face Jit up. He smiled
broadly, saying how much he would treasure a colry, demonstrating
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that he could read it quite well without his glasses. The missionary
asked that several more copies be sent for various elderly peopl-e
in the village.

In a later letter this same friend remarks that because eye diseases
are prevalent in the Near East, the book will be suitable for other
people besides the elderly. one lady who could not read the smaller
Gospels given to her, received the large-type copy with delight. She
now reads a part of the Gospel every day.

Visiting another viilage, the missionary testified to Christ arnong
thc followers of an ancient religion. On the way home his car wai
held up by another one standing in the middle of the road. In the
stationary vehicle was a leader of the community waiting to ask for
a Bible that he might learn more about the Christian failh.

Few people receiving a lift from this friend leave his car without
portions of God's Holy Word.

Stwderct Wor[d
No other section of society in this country is quite so variegated

as the Student World. Each new academic year sees floods of high.
quality students from practically every corner of the globe con-
verging on this tiny island, to stay from periods of three to six years
before returning home. Colours, cultures, creeds are all represented
in the 10 per cent of the total student population. Of theJe, under-
graduates and post-graduates divide about equally, and overseas
graduates make up nearly 40 per cent of our total post-graduate
population. As to the geographical spread, such large student
concentratio,ns as [,ondon, Ox-bridge and Manchester attract the
most, but every university, without exception, welcomes those from
overseas. 'It has been the policy of the universities,' Sir James
Montford says in his recent paperback on British Universities,'while maintaining the same standard of entrance for all appiicants,
not to curtail the proportion of these overseas students, whose
contribution to the life of the universities while they are here is
valuable and whose influence in later life may be significant in many
ways.'

According to the latest figures available from The Association of
Commonwealth Universities, the total number of students from
other countries enrolled for full-time study or full-time research in
British Universities at the beginning of the academic year 1965-66
was 16,396. Compared with previous years, this figure is higher
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mainly because the new technological universities have been
included for the first time. Of these, 13,994 were men and 2,402
were women.

It is interesting to note that only a quarter (4,316) live in college
or halls of residence, and by far the majority (12,080) live out in
lodgings.

The countries from which the largest numbers come are India
1,'142,U.S.A. 1,643, Nigeria 955, Pakistan 910, Canada 660, Iraq
605, Norway 603, Malaysia 457, Australia 442, Kenya 430, Egypt
426, and South Africa 406. Altogether there are students from
about 130 countries studying in Britain at ihe present time.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS

In coming to study in a reputedly Christian country, the cradle
of Christian missionary enterprise for several centuries, they not
unnaturally expect to find things somewhat different from what they
are. For many their image is shattered on arrival. Of Christmas
one Indian student wrote, 'In Britain everyone is too busy displaying
the number and variety of Christmas cards to have time to think of
the birth of Christ and the noble teachings of His life.' Of his
impressions of London another Indian said he 'felt completely lost
in the enormous city, where life continued as usual, impersonal,
strenuous, completely indifferent to the lonely, the weary, the
h o m e s i c k . . . "

Many of the great British missionary societies have extremely
little contact with students in the lands where they work. In one
small country, with almost 200 evangelical missionaries, only one is
working among high school or university students, and very few of
the missionaries are graduates. Those few who would be suitable for
student work cannot be released for it.

BRITISH STUDENTS

The opportunities largely being by-passed by missionaries are
being presented to British students year by year, minus the mission-
ary tag. The great commission of Christ applies to all Christians
equally, at home and overseas. Many are the letters received from
those students having returned to their own countries on graduation,
who are taking a leading part in sharing their new-found faith in
Christ with their own people. But they need nevsr wait until they
return home. For instance, about two years ago a Ghanaian girl
became a Christian while studying in Leeds. Last September she
took part in the International Friendship Campaign in London,
when altogether 1,400 new arrivals were contacted. Towards the
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end of the campaign, a Pakistani girl, a Muslim, was one of those
contacted. she came to some of the activities in London and was
extremely friendly. She was going on to Leeds to study, so her name
was sent to the Ghanaian girl, who by then had returned to Leeds
herself. Since then, both have written. The pakistani girl said,'T!a1k you so much for giving me. . . address. I have goiin touch
with her, and she sent me a postcard too. Leeds is a dismal city,
but I am trying to get used to ir and now that I have made some
friends, it doesn't seem so grim! ' Independently the Ghanaian girl
wrote, 'I sent her a postcard to which she replied. . . . She souids
rather sweet in her letter and so I am looking forward to meeting
her which I shall do soon. Actually, she livei about five minutes-'
vralk from where I live, but she tells me she does not know her wav
around Leeds very well, so I shall go and see her myself. pleasl
pray for me, knowing how shy I am sometimes, but I think with
God's help I shall be O.K. Pray for her too.'

NEXT GENERATION

On returning home, many of the post-graduates will hold univer-
sity and college teaching posts. The witness of christian lecturers
on the campus is considerable, and in their turn they can support
and encourage the next generation of Christian students in-their
witness to fellow students. Thus in many parts of the world similar
witness to that of British IVF is building up, the overall link being
the International Fellowship of Evangelicai Students.

FOOTNOTE

I!g* items are reprinted by kind permission of the following:
Middle East General Mission, 137 Upper Grosvenor Road, Tun-

bridge Wells (Eritrea, by E. David Thompson).
North Africa Mission, 34 Bisham Gardens, N.6 (North Africa, by

R. I. Brown, and Fez, by John Thompson).
Scripture Gift Mission, Radstock House, Eccleston Street, S.W.l.

(Thailand and Israel).
Inter Varsity Fellowship, 39 Bedford Square, W.C.1 (Student

World).
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Doctrinal Definitions
JESUS CHRIST THE PROPHET

P. TUCKER
In Mark ll, the three offices of Prophet, Priest and King are

brought out. On the Sunday He entered Jerusalem as the King. The
next day He cleansed the Temple. There is the High Priest. He
went into Jerusalem on a third occasion and was in the Temple
teaching. Compare Matt. 2l:23.) There He is irr the role of
Prophet. I want us to think of the Lord Jesus Christ as Prophet.
The people were expecting a great prophet of commanding per-
sonality and of outstanding authority to arise. See John I :21;
6 :14and compareDeut .  18  :  17 ;  see  a lso  Ac ts  3 :20 ,26 ;7  :37 .

I. THE FUNCTION OF THE PROPHETIC OFFICE.
l. There are three Hebrew words which are used to describe the

office of prophet. (a) The first word is 'Nabi' and it means 'to cause
to bubble up' or 'to pour forth words'; words that are not one's own
but words that have been given by another. (b) Another term used
is the rvord 'Chozeh,' and yet another word is 'Roeh.' Both these
words are translated by the same word in our Authorised Version,
the word 'seer.' 2 Sam. 24:11 (Chozeh); 1 Sam. 9:9 (Roeh).
There seems to have been a development of the concept of prophet
in the Scriptures. On earlier occasions the prophet was known as
the seer, and then in the process of time he became known as the
prophet. A seer receives heavenly enlightenment, divine impressions
and divine communications. He sees something that other people
do not see, and having received it, he communicates it. In the Old
Testament the idea of a prophet is one whose words bubble up.
They have been given to Him by God. He can hardly contain him-
self until he delivers himself of that word given by the Lord. A
message has been imparted to him either by vision or direct utter-
ance or by ecstasy. He has seen it, and he conveys it to others.
(c) The main word for prophet in the New Testament is 'prophetes'

and it simply means 'to speak fcrth from God.' A prophet is one
who tells forth the message of God. It may involve prophecy, but it
may not. It is forth-telling as well as fore-telling. Sometimes the
prophet talks about the past and not about the future at all. See
John 4 : i8, 19. Many of the Old Testament prophets were more
taken up with the immediate setting of their day than with the
future. They were the conscience of the nation; they rebuked people
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for their sins; they called them to repentance and away from a
formal worship to a spiritual worship. And when they did predict
concerning the future it was always within the context of the general
ministry. A prophet is one who interprets the mind and will and
purpose of God.

2. There are two elements combined in the mind of a prophet.
(a) The passive element-the receptive element. The prophet has
to receive his message, which is not something of his own manu-
facturing, but something that has come to him frorn God. God may
speak through a dream, or a vision, or an ecstasy, or some audible
voice, or some providential event. (b) The active element-the
productive element. In the proclamation of that message he is
required of God to say no more and no less than that which he has
received from the Lord. When we think of our Lord Jesus as
the Prophet, we may say that He rvas both receptive and productive.
He waited to hear the Word that God gave Him and then when God
gave Him that Word He spoke it. See Isa. 50 :6.

3. The prophet commonly used three methods in fulfiIling his
office. (a) There was the teaching with its warning element, with its
entreaty and pleading and informative teaching. There was the
utterance of truth. There was the proclamation of God's Word.
(b) Also there was prediction. The prophet would predict that if the
people repented, God would withhold His hand of judgment. If
they did not repent, they would come into physical and perhaps
moral disaster. (c) He wrought miracles. One of the great proofs
of the prophet was that he was endowed with certain supernatural
powers. In men like Elijah and Elisha we find all these elements
were in their ministry. When we come over to the New Testament
we look at the prophetic ministry of the Lord Jesus and we can say
that each of these characteristics was in His ministry.

II. THE PHASES OF OUR LORD'S PROPIIETIC
OFFICE.

l. His prophetic ministry began before His incarnation. Itbegan
in eternity, it began in Heaven, see John I : 1. Even in eternity the
Lord Jesus Christ was mediating a prophetic ministry through the
Old Testament prophets. See 1 Pet. I : 10, 11.

2. His prophaic ministry was particularly related to His incarna-
tion. See Heb. I : 1. (i) In these last days God has spoken unto Lts
in His Son. In our Lord's ministry is a continuation and a culmina-
tion of all the prophetic ministry of the Old Testament. He is the
crowning Prophet even as He is the culmination of all Old Testa-
ment prediction concerning Himself. Our Lord's prophetic ministry
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on earth began at His baptism where He was initiated into His
public ministry. It was then that the Spirit of God descended upon
Him, that He was publicly set apart and manifested as the Christ, as
the Anointed One. Luke 4 : 18 refers to that event in Jordan. For
what purpose was He anointed? 'To preach the gospel to the poor,
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.' Here is the office of a
prophet and He is anointed for it. (ii) We may say that our Inrd's
prophetic ministry was twofold. (a) Our Lord's prophetic ministry
was factual in that He f{imself was the great revelation of God. The
very fact of His incarnation, His atoning death, His victorious resur-
rection, these great facts of the faith, were in themselves mighty
declarations of God's saving activity among mankind, so that
factually He was the Prophet. In this sense He diflered from all
Old Testament prophets. Their message was independent of them,
they were just the vehicle transmitting a word from God. He is
God's last Word to rnan. 'f am the truth.' (b) Our Lord's prophetic
ministry was also vocal, for He is verbally the Prophet because He
did expound the great principles of the gospel and proclaim and
speak the words of God and preach the good news of the Kingdom
of God.

3. The present conlinuing phase. After His ascension, His
prophetic ministry is continuing up to this present day. See John
16 : 13. The Lord Jesus Christ rendered His apostles infallible in
the recording of divine truth so that we have the New Testament.
Our faith is built upon the foundation of the apostles and the
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief Corner Stone. God
has set in the Church certain gifts-apostles, prophets, evangelists,
pastors and teachers, and the Lord Jesus is continuing His prophetic
ministry through the preaching of the Word, through the gifts of
the Church as they are exercised in conjunction with the Word of
God. There is no new revelation to be added. We are simply
republicizing and reproclaiming the great truths that our Lord came
to proclaim and came to reveal. But the Lord is continuing this
prophetic ministry through the Church. He has set His gifts in the
Church for the continuation of the testimony right up to the end of
this time. See Acts I : 1, 'Jesus began to do and to teach.' He had
not stopped teaching. He is still teaching through His Word, and
through His ministers who are loyal to His Word and they are here
to proclaim the faith once for all delivered unto the saints.

4. Feotures of our Lord's Prophetic Ministry while on earth.
(a\ Divine Authority. The Lord Jesus spoke with an authority that
no one else possessed, because of His unique commission, because
of His unique relation to the Father. John the Baptist recognised it.
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See John 3 : 30-34. He receives His message frorn the Lord and He
speaks right out frorn God's very heart. As we go through the
teaching of our Lord we find this authority assoJiated wiitr ttis
ministry. Although He spoke only that which came from the
Father, because He was indivisibly related to the Father as the
Father's Son, He spoke with a unique authority. We never find
Him using terms like the Old Testament prophets, such as .Thus
saith the Lord,' 'The Word of the Lord came to me, saying.' He
speaks with an impressive authority: .Verily I say unto yoi,' .y"
have heard it said of old time . . . but I say unto you.'

.(b),Spirilual Vitality. His words were pregnant with power and
rvith life. See John 6 :63. Peter recognised this. He said, .Thou
hast the words of eternal life.'

(c) Eternal Certainty. See Mark 13 :31. There is no Old Testa_
ment prophet who would talk like that, however dignified his status.

(d) Ethical Supremacy. The moral elevation of it was superior to
anything known before. Read the Sermon on the Mount. Our Lord
interprets the Law, not simply as to its letter, but as to its very ethos,
as to its very spirit.

(e) Solemn Finality. There were many people who did not believe
on Him even as in our day. He says in John 12 : 4g, referring to
the man who rejects Him and His message, .The word that I liave
spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.' The wonderful
word of the Gospel, the word of invitation, warning, revelation, can
save a man in this day of grace. But if the man reiects this word
and_turns his back upon it, then in that last day, that very word will
be the arbiter to decide the man's eternal destiny.
^ 4o* important then are the Words of the Great prophet of our
God.
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Young People's Poge
HIS MOTHER'S GIFT

Marrying the girt of his choice, Bert Rivers found a little house
for her in Liverpool. As a seaman, he was often away for nuny
months at a timel but he always came back cheerfully at every leave,
to his wife, and to the children who in due course appeared. Bert
was a careless sort of man, easily influenced by his fellows; and
unhappily he began to spend far too much time and money on
drink-.-It came to such a pass that at the end of a voyage he would
spend two-thirds of his hard-earned money in public-houses, thus
neglecting to provide properly for his family.

On his return from what proved to be his last voyage, Bert gave
himself up more than ever to his love for drink. A lot of sailors and
their hangers-on frequented an inn called The Ship' and here Bert
spent one evening, drinking away his senses. At turning-out time he
lurched home, collapsing on to his bed' When at last he awoke-
with a splitting headache and in much discomfort-he was alarmed
to find that he- had lost, not only all his money, but his watch. This
watch was his most treasured possession; jt had been given to him
by his mother on her death-bed, and he could still hear that dying
voice lovingly imploring him to give up the drink!

For the first tirne Bert's conscience began to trouble him. Its
voice was not strong enough to make him speak kindly to the poor
woman he had married; but he knew well that she and the children
depended for food and necessities on the money that he had squa_n-
deied. He got up without a word, and went out into the streets. His
mother's words seemed to be ringing in his ears, condemning him
for his wrongdoing. He thought he might feel better if only he
could find the watch.

Bert rvent straight to the public-house where he had spent so
many hours. There he enquired for his lost watch. No, it had not
been seen; nobody knew anything about it. For some time he
searched about outside the doors, thinking he might have dropped
it. But finding no trace, he began to wander about the streets in the
neighbourhood, enquiring here and there; but all in vain.

All the time Bert's sense of misery grew stronger. During those
hours of wandering and searching, the Holy Ghost was stirring his
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soul. He seemed to 'come to himself,' realising how wickedly he
had wasted his young manhood, forgetting the dod who made 

"him,

and crueily neglecting his wife and children. At last he gave up
wandering around; tired and wretched, he leaned against a-post at
the corner of a street. with eyes closed and arms iolded, h. guu"
himself up to the overwhelming sense of his sins, longing io g.i,ia
of them, and to begin again.

_.He was startled by a kind, genial voice accosting him. .Well, Mr.
Rivers, how are you? This is the first time I hav6 been able to see
y9u-3lo-ne since you came home., Bert looked up, recognising the
kindly face of an old minister who had often visitei his rro'o'r. rftuny
a time Bert had listened carelessly to good advice and warningstrom
the old man; but he knew that he wis greatry indebted to fiim ior
many acts of charity to his wife and children, and he was ashamed
to meet such a- kind greeting now. But so low had he been brought
today that he found himself blurting out his sorrows, the loss of 

"his

mo.ley and especially of the watch. The poor man was ready now
to listen respectfully to any counsel or advice.

The old minisrer looked kindry at him. 'If it was possible to get
your watch back again,' he said, .would you be willine to eive 

"up

these evil w_ays of yours?' 'ft's not likelal'll ever finimy"*ui"ti
said Bert, 'but if God would bring it back to me, I'd never toucl
the drink againl ' 'Stick to that resolve, my boy,' said the otO man,
producing the very watch from his pocket and handing it to the
astonished sailor. Bert's surprise and joy were unbounied. worn
out and half-starving, he was quite overcome, the tears pouring
down his cheeks.

The matter was easily explained. The minister, an earlv riser. had
gone out for his usual walk before breakfast. passing th! shiptnn,
he saw the watch on the ground, and recognized it aionce; toi g"ri
had always been proud of showing off his mother's gift. ar *o" u,
possible he went to see Mrs. Rivers and the c[ildren in tleir
wretched little home. supplying their urgent needs, as he had often
done before, he set out to search for thJdrunken husband

.Completely softened, Bert now eagerly agreed to go back with the
minister to his home. There he unbuidened his Joul to his poor
wife, and was reconciled to her. Kneeling down all togetheri the
whole family listened in tears as the minister prayed. Then Bert
himself began to pray, in broken sentences confessing his sin and
begging forgiveness in the Name of Jesus. That was a day of great
rejoicing and thanksgiving. Bert was indeed a new man, born igain
by the power of the Hory spirit. His thirst for alcohol compleiely
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left him; he gave up the sea, and managed to get labouring employ-
ment in London. By industry and perseverance, he worked his way
up and was able to provide cornfortably for his family. His mother's
watch remained a treasured possession, a constant reminder of the
Providence of God, in using the minister's find to the saving of the
drunken seaman's soul. Deuenrs.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 164

The whole: The angel of the Lord came upon them,
abiding in the field.

1. Paul and his companions entered into one of Adramyttium.
2. How Esau felt towards Jacob.
3. The householder said it was he who sowed tares among the

rvheat.
4. In the wilderness the Israelites baked the manna in these.
5. With this Mary went into the hill country.
6. Esau's other name.
7. The Philippians must this 'in the Lord alway.'
8. A musical instrument mentioned by Daniel.
9. This followed the opening of the seventh seal.

SOLUTION OF No. 163

The whole: 'No mean city' (Acts 2l :39).
l. Newness (Rom. 6 :4).
2. Ophrah (Judges 6: l1).
3. Moth (Matt. 6 :20).
4. Elder (Gen.25 :23).
5 .  A s s  ( M a t t . 2 1  : 1 , 2 ) .
6. Numbering (Gen. 4l :49).
7. Clean (Mark 1 :40).
8. lsaiah (Isa. I : l).
9. Timotheus (Acts 16: 1).

10. Youth (Gen. 8 :21).


