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Mr. Pearful.-I am surprised to hear you make such an inquiry
Friend Confidence. 1 thought you never came down into these dark
spots.
Ml·. Confidence.- You are quite mistaken, Brother Fearful; 1 think
it not unlikely that 1 am as familiar with darkness and dark fears as
you are.
P.-Indeed, brother; then I am quite at a loss to understand many
of your expressions. You seerp to me to be always on the mount;
and when 1 think of the Psalmist's expression, "They that know no
changes fear not God," I must be free to confess that I have many
doubts about the security of your position. It is an awful thing, you
know, Friend CONfidence, to be based on a wrong foundation, and to
mistake a state of carnal security for free Gospel liberty, and child-like
dependance.
C.-I am quite aware of that, Friend Pea/jul; and the Lord in
heaven knows that 1 have besought him numberless times that he
would never suffer me to be deceived. 1 have told him again and
again, that I would sooner be racked with unbelief, and be buffetted by
the tempter far more than I'ever have been, than be permitted to be
deceived in the groundwerk of my hope.
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F.-I am glad to hear you say SO, Brother Confidence; still I cannot
but maintain that there appears to be some discrepancies between your
experience and that of the children of God whose histories are left on
record. My own experience I will not, in this instance at least, refE'r
to, or set up as a standard.
C.- Very good, friend. I am glad to hear your allusions to the
written word. "To the law and to the testimony, if they speak not·
according to this word, it is because there is no light in them." But
pray proceed, and tell me wherein my experience differs from that of
the family of God in olden time.
F.- Why, it is principally in this, that you appear to be so established, or, in other words, in a constant state of enjoyment; and to be
exercised but little, if at all, with the workings of sin and the buffettings of Satan. Do you comprehend my meaning?
C.-Certainly I do; and I think, by God's help, before we separate,
I shall convince you that you have arrived &t your conclusions somewhat too hastily. But be so good as to cite instances illustrative of
your meaning.
F.-Well, I will do so; and, as he first presents himself to the mind,
I will begin with Abraham, a man so highly favoured of God, so notorious for his faith as to be called the " father of the faithful;" yet, as a
set off to that great act of his faith, his willingness to offer up his son
Isaac tlest he should be exalted above measure), we read that, on
another occasion, through the fear of man, he descended to the pitiful expedient of telling his wife Sarai to say that fhe was his sister,
lest Abimelech should slay him, in order to take her unto himself to
wife.
C.- Yon mention this as a proof of the weakness of human nature
in an individual whom God had so highly dignified; and to prove that
there is no such thing as an unshaken faith or confidence in any man;
and so you think this makes against me ?
F.-I do.
C.-Here, my brother, I think you are wrong. I am quite ready to
admit with you the weakness of Abraham's faith in the instance to
which you have al'luded; or rather, I would say, the want of the exercise of it at this particular juncture. Still, after a little consideration,
I think you will be willing to grant that· this was an exercise of Abraham's faith irrespective of sonship.
F.-I do not clearly understand you.
C.-It was an exercise touching his temporal, not his spiritual,
welfare; an apprehension about his earthly position, not of his eternal
security.
F.-I see your meaning now. You intend to convey the idea, that
Abraham might have many fears and misgivings of heart as to the convenience of his path, the troubles of the way, and yet be sweetly settled
in an assurance that God had a special regard for his soul.
C.-Exactly so; the flesh-and-blood part of Abraham, his old nature,
halted, shrank from, drew back at the appearance of the threatening
calamity.
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P.-And do you mean to say that this is ever your case, Brother
Confidence?
C.-My case, Friend Pearful. Why, I don't think there is a man
in London has more fears, or is more cowardly in the prospect of trial,
than I am. I can trust my Lotd with my immortal soul, and believe
he will preserve my mouldering dust, and raise it up at the last day,
and present it unto himself a glorious body, fashioned after his own
likeness; and yet (with shame I confess it) I am compelled to say, as
one of old did, with reference to temporal matters, "I can't trust him
for a groat."
F.-Indeed, brother, you surprise ine. Now with me these things
never have any weight. The argument which dear Dr. Hawker was
accustomed to use has its due force with me: "Reserved heaven for
thee, brother (he would say), and not designed the path thither? Oh!
that be far from him." Your fears, theretore, in this respect, seem to
me so groundless and unnecessary.
C.-This proves the necessity, Brother Fearful, of being cautions how
-we judge of another's position. To me it appears clear that your fears
about your spiritual condition, and my apprehensions respecting my
temporal welfare, both tend to one and the same good -end-that of
keeping us humble before God, and poor paupers upon his bounty.
F.-'l:ruly, brother, 1 see that clearly, and am thankful for the light
thrown upon the case of Abraham. I see now that I have not made a
proper distinction. A holy confidence and a slavish fear may exist at
one and the same time,
C.:-'-Clearly so, but ever draw the line of demarcation. The one
has reference to the soul, the other to the body. Respecting the one,
the Lord may have graciously given the clearest revelation of his
fatherly mind and will; in allusion to the other, hp. may have remained
comparatively silent. In the one case, so to speak, he may have dealt
out his heart all at once; in the other, only partia1ly, by piecemeal,
as circumstances may require.
F.-In order that he may instance perpetual proof of his parental
care and solicitude?
C.-Precisely so. But mention your second character.
F.-Lot comes next to my mind.
C.-Well, and what of Lot?
F.-Why, though a gracious man, and so peculiarly loved of God
that he could not destroy the cities of the plain while he, remained in
them, yet he betrayed much of a worldly spirit and an opposing principle.
C.-And so his case throws another stumblingblock in your -way
respecting me ?
F.-It does.
C.-But why so?
F. --Simply because you do not appear to speak of, much- less ~o
bewail, the existence of those principles by which Lot was led away,
and which cleave so closely to our poor fallen nature,· as to be every
real believer's perpetual source of sorrow and annoyance.
C.-l presume you refer more particularly" to Lot's readiness to
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choose for himself; his spirit of carna~ policy, as set over against, 01' in
contradistinction to, that sweet spirit of submission manifested by
Abraham?
F.-I do.
C.-Anu. so you think, that because I, from time to time, endeavour
to point poor sinners to Jesus as their God, their guide, and their protector, for things temporal as] well as spiritual, that therefore I know
little or nothing of adverse feelings.
.
F; - I confess this is the state of my mind.
C.-I can assure you then, brother, that you have formed, in this
respect a180, a very unjust estimate of my state. Were you really
acquainted with the intricacies of the path by which I have travelled,
and did you more fully know the constant disposition I feel struggling
within to think, and choose, and act for myself, you would then
entertain a different opinion; and you would, moreover, discover
that it is a consciousness of my many slips and falls, and the constant
sense I have of my own personal liability to err, that leads me to counsel my own mind, as well as the minds of those with whom I lI1ay
bappen to come in contact, to look simply and entirely to Jesus for
temporal as well as spiritual guidance. I have found it, and I still do
find it by daily and hourly experience, that Jesus, and Jesus only, is
our safe and sure counsellor, guide, and hiding-place.
F.-Then you do not entertain the popular opinion, that it is beneath
the character and dignity of Jesus to attend to the little trifling matters
of his dear, tried family?
C.-Indeed I do not, brother. It is here the old serpent gains so
much vantag.e gl'ound over the Lord~s poor, exercised children. Their
great trials they know they cannL t manage, and these they take to the
Lord; while their lesser matters they are apt to fancy they can regulate and control. Herein they fail; and hence, while their little trials
become great ones, their huge troubles in prospect, those mountains
which stood in their way as impassable, under the Lord's kindly hand,
are most blessedly levelled before their astonished view; or, conducted
to their summit by the Lord's own hand, through faith's telescope,
they have such a soul-refreshing sight of the way by which the dear
Lord hath led them, and such precious Pisgah views are opened to
their wondering gaze, that they would not have been without these
mountain troubles-no, not for worlds.
F.-But, as my mind is hardly established upon the propriety of
carrying our minor matters to a throne of grace, I should feel obliged,
my brother, by your quoting any scriptural authority in support of
your views.
C.-Without at present mentioning the conduct and experience
of the Old Testament saints, which may probably come under our con·
sideration in due course, I will refer you at once to the words of our dear
Lord himself, as forming a part of his beautiful prayer, "Give us this
day our daily bread." What can be more simple and expressive?
Again, hear his conversation with his disciples (Luke, xii. 22-31) ;
and, by way of summing up the whole, I refer you to the language of
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the Apostle, wherein he says, "Be careful for nothing, but in everything, by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your request
be made known unto God."
F.-These passages certainly seem conclusive. May I then ask you,
my brother, whether you have reduced them to practice; and whether
a careful observation 'and experimental acquaintance with these things
have brought you to your present point of decision upon the subject?
C.-I hesitate not to tell you, Friend Fearful, that I uniformly make
a practice of advancing nothing but what I am prepared to contend for
by a careful observation and heartfelt experience, as well as by the
testimony of the written word.
F.-You maintain that you take nothing by hearsay?
C.-Nothing. What I have stated I have proved; yea, having
t.asted, handled, aud felt the Lord's gracious dealings, both in providence and grace, for now many years, I am bound to speak well of his
dear name; and, thanks to him, the more I know of him, the more
narrowly I am enabled to watch his kindly leadings, the more my soul
is strengthened, my heart encoura~ed, and the less scrupulous am I as
to what reception the simple truths he enables me to deliver meet with.
I read that while his word (that is, the declaration of it by his servants)
is made a savour of life unto life to some, it is to prove a savour of
death unto death to others; and therefore am I brought to believ_e
that the jarring reception which attends some of my poor labours, is a
sure evidence that Satan is discomfited. The Lord has conveyed his
message by the feeblest instrument, whither he would, and the prince
of hell is annoyed, and fain would snatch from the devouring lip of the
Lord's hungry ones the crumb his gracious Majesty has placed thereon.
F.-Do you mean to say then, Friend Conjidence, that you alwaY8
find a spirit of prayer, that you alwaY8 have access to the throne, and
that you can 'and do carry all your concerns and lay them at the footstool of divine mercy?
.
C.-Would to God that I could answer in the affirmative, Feal/ul!
It would save me many an aching heart, and many an anxious hour,
were I enabled so to do. As I just now hinted to you, it is the fact of
my not doing so, and the painful issue of every step which the Lord
leaves me to take in my own fleshly wisdom, that gives me so much
pain, causes me to sigh and groan before the Lord, and afterwards
brings me to recommend the living children to seek the gracious guidance of a loving Father.
F.-Then you lwve taken wrong steps?
C.-Ah! to be sure I have; many, many wrong steps, in themselves considered; and, with strong crying and tears, have had to beg
the Lord's forgiveness, and ask his guidance for the future. Yet, marvellous to tell, out of these apparently wrong, crooked, perverse stcps,
I have lived to see the Lord so kindly display his parental hand, as to
bring forth good; so that, in the sovereignty of his dealings, they have
appeared to be an essential link in the chain, a necessary cog in the
wheel.
F.-But do these false steps make you timid? Do they create a
holy caution as to your future procedure?
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C.-Instrumentally they hav~ taught me this, Frielld Fewful, that
I am the veriest fool in God's ci'eation, if left to myself;' that Satan
and my own heart are ever on the alert to lead me astray if the Lord
be not my shelter; and that it is as necessary for the Lord to keep a
So
watch over me in things temporal as in things spiritnal.
that you altogether misconstrue me when you impute a kind of apathy
and indifference as to my movements. I never was so timid in myself,
never felt so much reason to distrust self; and yet, blessings on His
dear name 'who ever watches over his poor, halting, ricketty children,
, I never felt so sweet a confidence that I was nnder his divine guidance;
that he was mine-I was his; and that he was far more interested in
me, and all that belongs to me, ~han I am in myself.
F.-You mean then to say, that troubles do not sit so close as they
once did?
C.--I do mean to say so. My gracious Lord has said, "Cast thy
burden on the Lord, and he shall sustain thee;" and care, and trial,
and exercise so much increasing on me; my burden becoming so very
heavy, so insupportable, J am at length brought to the position of the
, church of old, "to fall down, feeling that there was none (but himself)
to help;" the cause that was too hard for me, I have been compelled
tQ carry unto him, that he may" heal' it." And, bless him, he has
heard-he does heal'; He hath " delivered us from so great a death,
and doth deliver; - in whom we trust that he will yet deliver."
F.-Your narrative gives me encouragement, Brother Confidence.
C.-I am thankful for it, Brother Fearful. I often think if I did
not speak well of him, surely the very stones in the street might justly
cry out. I am a living monument of the Lord's tender mercy and
'gracious forbearance. He is my God, my guide, my counsellor; and
as he loves me, and has revealed that love to me, the most unworthy of
his family, so he has drawn forth from my heart the love of his own
implantatioll. I love him, and bless him, and desire to speak well of
him in return. My weakest days in nature's strength are my strongest
days in grace; my hardest conflicts bring forth my Lord to my deliverance; when Satan roars, and unbelief rears its cursed head, J am
compelled to cry with Peter, "Lord, save, or I perish." The Lord
does hear, stretches forth his hand, and again proves that" The mount of danger is the place
'Where he displays surprising grace."

But pray proceed to another case.
F.-Isaac comes next in rotation.
C.-Well, now what of Isaac. A blessed man, indeed!
I have
often envied him his meditative spirit; for I am as restless as the
'waves of the sea. I scarcely ever sat under a sermon yet, without
being as fidgetty as a child, and have hundreds of times concluded it
was a black mark against me; when I have seen others feasting under
what I was loathing, I have thought it impossible that ever the love of
God or his truth could have a dwelling-place in my heart.
F.-You surprise me. I thought you never had workings of this
kind.
C.-It is a faet, I assure you. I recollect one day hearing that
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happy old man, Isaac Beman, of Cranbrook, in Kent. I sat in the
gallery, and the old man used to keep his eyes fixed in the table pew,
and his mouth almost covered with his neckcloth, so that it was difficult to hear him above. stairs. I tried and tried till I was weary of
trying to hear what he said, and then I became so rebellious against
the old man, and the old man's Master, tbat I trembled to sit in the
place. I thought that God would strike me dead for my impiety.
Yet, strange to tell, the text be preached from bas come to my mind
many, many times since, with indescribable sweetness.
F.-Prav what was it?
C.-" He found him in a desert land, and in the waste-howling wilderness; lie led bim about, he instructed -him, he kept bim as the
apple of his eye."
F.-A sweet text, indeed! Ah, brother! where should you and I
have been, bad he not found us in a desert land;?
C.-And where, brother, if he had not kept us too?
F.-Where? Why, in hell I sbould bave been, to all intents and
purposes.
C.-You would bave bad a companion, I can assure you; for since
be manifestly found me in the desert land, I bave found such depths of
iniquity in my heart, as have made me tremble thousands of times.
Jf .--You have, brother! why I thought you were free from all these
things.
C.-There you mistake me, Fearful. But more of these things
anon. I,et us return to the character of Isaac, and then bring your
charges.
F.-Don't use the word charges, brother; for I begin to think I
have no cbarges to bring. I have found a sweet union of spirit spring
up towards you since we began. I trust tbe Master has been present,
and I do hope his gracious Majesty may condescend to vouchsafe
his blessed presence while we remain together, that we may open up
his truth to the honour of bis name, and to tbe comfort and establish-ment of our own souls.
C.-I bave no other or higher wish, dear brother. Those conversations only are sweet and savoury, when the dear Lord is manifestly
present, his love felt in the heart, and the holy Comforter touching the
lip with a live coal from off the altar. Let us, however, pursue our
subject.
F.-Pardon me, dear friend, if I interrupt you by asking whether
the restlessness of which you recently complained is attended with the
same distress uow as formerly?
C.-You ask me a plain question, friend, and I will give you an
equally plain answer. It does not.
F.-No, Confidence! Then does not this afford grounds for my
fears, that you are based upon a wrong foundation?
C.-Wait a moment, Fearful. Do not decide too hastily.
F.-I am almost breathless for your explanation. My sweet peace
and brotherly union have subsided, and I am afraid that you are in very
deed an Antinomian !

.1

40

CONVERSATIONS BY THE WAY.

C.~Ah, brothei'! here again you are at fault, from your hasty mode
of decidiug. God give you more discemment. I do not tell you that
I ~ove my restlessness, or, as you seem to imply, that I would parley
with sin or the tempter any more now than formerly. But, as I told
you at first about temporals, so I now remark about spirituals; I
strove and strove so long to make the Ethiopian white, and to cause
the leopard to change his spots; or, in other words, to make this old
Adam-nature of mine more ordel'ly, more subordinate, and more what
appeared to me to be congenial to the mind and will of God, that I, at
length, became weary of striving. I found, by bitter experience, that
the more I strove to make· him better, the worse he became, just as the
poet expresses it" The more I struve against its power,
I sinned and stumbled yet the more;"

until at length I sank down almost in despair; seemed to get worse
and worse; and verily thought that shame and destruction would be
my portion in this life, and hell my future residue.
F.-And how came you with th'e peace you now enjoy?
C,-How? Why the Lord taught me, experimentally, the meaning
of the other part of tbe verse I have just quoted." Till late I heard my Saviour say,
'Come hither, sonl, I am the way.'''

,Ah! and, bless him, by his own constraining, irresistible power, I
have come hither too; even to a sweet resting in and upon himself. I
have learned, in a measure, the meaning of· that verse, "They that
believe do enter into rest." " For he that is entered into bis [that is,
Christ's] rest, be also hath ceased from 4is own works, as God did from
his." Old Adam and I are sworn enemies. No reconciliation can
be effected. I am brought to discover that" a man's enemies are those
of his own household;" and, while I wage war with him, and read
with pleasure his death-warrant, and long for the time to come when the
Master shall declare my complete and everlasting freedom from him;
I am looking to Jesus, my glorious Head, Husband, Friend, and
Representative, tu keep in gracious subjection this vile devil, until
the day of my final deliverance shall dawn.
F.-Well, Friend C07!fidence; I must acknowledge there is a difference between your experience and mine.
I hardly know what to make
of you.
.
C.-Nor yourself either, I suppose, Brother Fearful.
F.-Indeed I do not.
C.-But you will by and by, when the Lord puts his haud a second
time to the work, and gives you to eXperience a new conversion.
F.-A new conversion? What do you mean?
C.-I rr.ust tell you when we meet again to consider the case· of
Isaac. The Lord in the meantime be with you. Farewell.
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.TONAH'S REBELLION AND THE LORD'S FORBEARANCE.
IN the short history given to us of Jonah and his ministry in the book
bearing his name, we have one of the most striking instances of man's
rebellion, and the Lord's forbearance, that is to be found within the
whole canon of Scripture, the authenticity of which cannot be doubted,
seeing the Lord Jesus referred unto it as the only sign which should
be given unto the wicked and adulterous generation in his day,
(Matt. xii. 39-11; Luke, xi. 29, 30), against whom the Ninevites
should rise in judgment, because they repented at the preaching of
Jonah, but they repented not though a greater than Jonah was there.
It would appear from the testimony of divine writ, that the ministry
of the prophet was exercised amongst the Lord's Israel, as well as in
the case of his mission to the Ninevites; but no trace can be found
with the exception of his word being confirmed by the conduct of
Jeroboam, the son of Joash, in restoring the court of Israel, "from
the ente-ring of Hamath unto the sea of the plain, according to the word
iif the Lord God of Israel, which he spake by the hand of his servant
Jonah, the son of Amittai the pl'ophet, which was of Gath-hepher,"
(2 Kings, xiv. 25), which place was in the lot of Zebu10n, (Joshua,
xix. 13), and the opening of the book bearing his name establishes the
fact of his being the same person. "Now the word of the Lord came
unto Jonah, the son of Amittai," (Jonah, i. 1).
We desire to look for grace unto the Lord, while going through the
history, that we might be enabled to gather up of those things found
therein, that in his hand might be the means of comforting the hearts
of those who like Jonah have not only endeavoured to flee from the
presence of the Lord, but have thought they did well to be angry with
him, for his sovereign conduct towards them, and yet, amidst all their
rebellions, have been taught the sweet lesson, to know "salvation is of
the Lord;" for sure it is that Jonah does not stand alone, nor is he the
only one whose rebellion has been as witchcraft, and whose stubbornness as iniquity and idolatry, for which they have smarted,
(1 Sam. xv. 23).
Upon the threshold of the history we have the Lord's commission
to the prophet, " Arise; go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against
it, for their wickedness is come up before me," (v. 2). Nineveh is one
of the first cities spoken of in Scripture, and was built by Assur, in
all probability a descendant from Ham, the son of Noah, (Gen. x. 11);
after the defeat sustained by Sennacherib, when coming up against
Israel, he is said to have returned and dwelt at Nineveh, (2 KIngs,
xix. 37). The book of the Prophet Nahum is called" the burden of
Nineveh," (chap. i. 1), and the Prophet Zephaniah has these words
concerning her, "and he (that is the Lord)' will stretch out his hand
against the north, and destroy Assyria, and will make Nineveh a
desolation, and dry like a wilderness," (Zeph. ii. 13); and in the time
of Jonah her inhabitants were said to be more than six score thousand
G
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persons, who could not discern between their right hand and their
left, (Jonab, iv. 11).
Jonah, instead of hastening towards Nilleveh to bear witness against
her wickedness, rises up to flee to Tarshish, from tbe presence of the
Lord-to what an awful depth was this man fallen, when so far left as
to consider he could avoid the errand and the Lord's presence by going
to Tarshish; did we not know that, amidst the many devices in a man's
heart, the purpose of the Lord shall stand, (Pto. xix. 21), we should
expect to see him destroyed for his daring conduct.
He reaches
Joppa, where agreeably to his most sanguine wish he finds a ship ready
to go to Tarshish, pays his fare, goes on board, without expressing one
symptom of fear or distrust on the account, pleased no doubt with
tbe cheering prospects that he ere long should escape quite away, and,
wrapped in the flimsy security of his own refractory will, indulged the
hope that nothing could by any means overtake him. What a very
solemn and awful state is that to be left after transgression, to a careless and hardened insensibility !-it was the case of David, until the
prophet came to him, (2 Sam. xii. 1-13), also with Ephraim, "when
strangers devoured his strength, and he knew it not, yea grey hairs
were sprinkled here and there upon him," yet did he not know, (Hosea,
vii. 9); yea, I know of none equal unto it, yet how oft do we find that
we are upon tbis high eminence of presumption, daring our best Friend
to his face. . 04 for grace ever in exercise to breathe forth the petition, " keep back thy servant from presumptuous sins, let tbem not
have the dominion over me; then sball I be upright, and I shall be
cleansed from the great transgression," (Psalm xix. 13).
But he ":who hath made the earth by his power, established the
world by wisdom, and stretched out the heavens by his understanding,"
(Jer. x. 12), can bring forth a, wind out of his treasures which shall
overtake the fugitive, yet shall the sea boil as a pot, (Job, xli. 31), the
tempest be terrific, and "the sbip be like to be broken," fear shall
possess the heart of every mariner who shall seek unto his gods, and
use the,ir means to lighten the sbip, by casting overboard tbe wares,
while the only one who appears altogether unconcerned is Jonah, who
had gone down into the sides of the ship, and" was fast asleep."-Of
what an hardening nature is sin, and how oft are w~ lulled upon its
lap, and vainly think that within the mantle there is safety. The
absent one is sought for, he must be aroused; and while none of their
gods could appear for them in their difficulties, his must be implored
as the only hope that seemed to be left for their safety.
Wbat must have been the feelings of Jonah, when aroused under all
the apprebension of immediate death? how must it have thrilled
through every avenue of his soul, when the ship-master's voice inquired
in the astounding language, "what meanest thou, 0 sleeper? Arise,
call upon thy god"-tbis was impossible; he had fled from his ptesence, and had been disobedient to his command-the man is dumb,
guilt sets in with a full tide upon his conscience, with greater vehemence
as the storm increaseth in its fury is the plea urged; and to make
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it imperative is followed with the last fragment of their now almost
exhausted hope, "If SO· be that God will think upon us that we
perish not."
From the silence of the word of God upon this subject, we are led
to consider that Jonah listened not to the request-his sins had separated between his God -and him, (Isai. lix. 2) j guilt of conscience
erected, as it were, a barrier, and standing bef0re them self-convicted,
he casteth off all fear, " and restmineth prayer before God," (Job, xv. 4.)
How dreadful a state to be thus hardened through the deceitfulness of
sin, (Heb. iii. -13) I it is the very climax of what our poor nature is
the subject of, when led, captive by the enemy, for, "every man is
tempted, when he ·is drawn away of his own lust and enticed; tlien,
when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin, and sin, when it is
finished, bringeth forth death," (James, i; 14, 15), and what death
equal to that now felt by the guilty prophet, who, having fled, is overtaken, is appealed unto in the time of danger to address his God, on
behalf of the affrighted mariners, but finds no sweet access? How is
the SalI\e daily to be found with the Lord's family; say, my soul, for
well thou canst, that in numberless instances thou hast played a Jonah's
part, hast felt a Jonah'spunishment, and found a Jonah's God.
No abatement of the storm, nor amongst the gods not one appeared
to listen to their cry, or came to their help in their extremity. They
are driven to another expedient, concluding it impossible that their
trouble cuuld come upon them without a cause, and expecting no
doubt they bad in their company one to whom was attached the guilt
of some crime tbat vengeance would not allow to be hidden, tbey
adopted tbe well-known practice in the eastern country of casting lots,
a mode of decision first introduced by the Lord, in the case of the
scape-goat, (Lev. xvi. 18), and universally adhered unto in all matters
of controversy, (Psa. xxii. 18), -the nature and design of which the
runaway prophet must have been well acquainted with, and therefore
could expect no other result than that which followed, which fixed tbe
sole evil upon Jonah. Not so the mariners j their consternation was
greater, and, if possible their perplexity increased when finding the
lot has fallen upon him, who, in his outward demeanour, had by them
been considered a very different person. In their astonishment they
put forth the anxious inquiry, "What is thine occupation? and whence
comest thou? what is thy country? and of what people art thou?"
.Delay must no longer be allowed j the Lord's lot in the case of Jonah;
like the eye of Jesus in the instance of Peter, (Luke, xxii. 61), had
singled' out the man, and he stood before them, filled with his own
ways, corrected by the hard way of a transgressor, and reproved by
his backslidings, he had learnt- how evil a thing and bitter, it was to
forsake the Lord, (Jer. ii. 19), who in this extreme did not forsake
him, but granted him that strength which enabled him to avouch
whose he was, and to whom he belonged. In breathless anxiety they
wait his reply to the important questions they had put j and Jonah's
ll\outh is now opened, for before this we have no information of his
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having spoke duting the whole of the ·storm. "I am," says· he, "an
Hebrew, and I fear the Lord God of heaven, whic)l hath made the sea
and the dry land," (Jonah, i. 9), and from v. 10 we learn that he had
told them how he had fled from the presence of the Lord.-This confession of the prophet bears evidently the infallible work of God's
teaching, first, in the declaration of his being an Hebrew, ;md a believer in the Lord God; secondly, in his confessions of having fled
from his presence, by which he had transgressed and brought upon
them the great trouble, thereby shewing that he was the only one from
whom there was no possibility that we could· escape,-" He . b<fm,.
mandeth and raiseth the stormy wind," (Psa. cvii. 25), yea, he· causeth
jt to blow and the waters flow, (Psa. cxlvii. 18). Impressed with
what the prophet had stated, in their simplicity they further ask him,
"Why hast thou done this?" to which no answer is returned; but the.
tempestuous sea urges them on, for, it still yawns as" if it would swalloJl'):them up; they reel to and fro, stagger like drunken men, and are eve'ft~.
at their wit's end-an Hebrew on board with them, and yet the Lord'·
God of the Hebrews pursuing them with his fury, he ~at made thee
sea usilJg it as a terror unto them. What is to be done? can no on:.e·
devise? is there no anchor hold to be obtained? What says the Lord's
prophet upon the subject-he has confessed all, the lot is fallen upon
him, for his sake are we ia jeopardy, surely, the seer will be able to
answer us, " Tell us we beseech thee, what shall we do unto thee, that
the sea may be calm unto us?" 'Vas ever such a counsel assembled
together as this? or was even sentence delivered like unto it ?-" Take
me up," says Jonah, (astounding words! what can they mean?)
"and cast me forth into the sea." To do this, how can we expect
deliverance? .-already anger is sent forth against us, and ~hall we have
the further charge of your life laid to our account? it must be done, no safety without it, do it, " So shall the sea be calm unto you; for I
know that for my sake this great tempest is come upon you."
A· STRIPLING•.

(To be continued.)
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AN ADDRESS ON THE OPENING OF THE NEW YEAR.
To the church of the living God in our most glorious Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.
FEELING a desire rising in my mind to address the family of God on the
opening of the new year 1843. I have taken up my pen for that purpose;
and, in doing so, desire to express my fervent wish that we may have
an heartfelt realization of the apostolic blessing, which was penned under
the immediate inspiration of the Holy Ghost, the Comforter-viz., "Grace
be with you, mercy and peace from God the Father and from the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love."
Dear brethren, another remarkable period of our time having rolled
away by the overruling power of the almighty and everlasting God, we
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may now look back and exclaim, "How speedily another year of our
earthly pilgrimage has come to its close! Many and varied as are the
scenes and dispensations through which we have passed, the longsuffering
forbearance of our God has been manifested in not cutting us down as
cumberers of the ground, which many of us feel, and that deeply, we
have justly deserved iyet, in much mercy, we are spared to see the opening of another new year."
.
Some of us are enabled to trace the dealings of our covenant God in the
bodily affliction with which, in infinite wisdom, he has cha~tened us for'
our profit; and while his hand was heavy on us, to the depression of our
mind, and deep adversity of soul, yet were favoured to call on the name
of the Lord, and in due time,· not before, he attended to the voice of our
cry; and, by his own means, or, as it appeared to us, by the miraculous
exertion of his power, healed our wounds, restored us to health in body
and mind, so that we can heartily unite with the psalmist and say, "Oh!
that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful
. works to the children of men." But, alas! some there are who, having
been under a similar exercise, were favoured to pour out their hearts in
groans before the Lord, have called importunately on him to undertake for,
and deliver them out of trihulation, have hoped and trusted in him alone
for deliverance, hut even yet he has not appeared to regard their cry; to
them the heavens have been as brass, or as if there was no God that would
either hear or attend to their deep cry. They have looked around on the
right and left where he doth work, but all appeared incomprehensible
gloom and darkness, which has caused them to say, " All these things are
against me."
In t~i~;'Stlite of mind, the enemy has been permitted to
harass and tempphemto be-lieve.that God is not their God, otherwise he
wQnld have app'eared ere· tliis and granted them deliverance, as he has
done to the saints oL old.. But. my deeply exercised brother or sister in
Christ, let me remi!jd you,' and may the Lord bless it to your soul, that
our God sees not'as tV€ see, neithrr"ar~js ways as our ways. Remember
the patience of Joh, which was sustailfe'&;in him* by the power"of God, so
that he endured as seeing him who is ili·vi·sible: otherwise how could· he
have made use' of such 'strong .language-as this, "Though he slay me, yet
will I trust in him." And fUl'th'e>r; .by way· of encouragement, may we not
ask you, To whom else can YOll..flee-.fo·~· SUCCOlU: ? 'Vho else can deliver as
our God? The three children h!idaot, only to be put .into the furnace of
fire, but had to remain in it the tim:e'appointed, and may the remembrance
of these things be made a m:eafi of strengthening your faith, and possessing
your souls in patience, so that- you-a1sb may endure to the end, being kept
by the power of God through 'faith unto salvation. And further, om God
has graciously heen pleased to reveal that, "If need be ye are in heaviness
through manifold temptations," for the trial of your faith, and that it may
stand, not in the wisdom of men, hut -in the power, and truth, and faithfulness, of our unchanging, covenant God. \Vait, then, wait patiently for
the Lord, and he will, at the time appointed, thoiigh it be long, appear for
your help, and deliver you out of your distresses, out of the horrible pit,
however deep you may feel yourself sunk, will set your feet on a rock,
stablish your goings, put a new 'songin your mouth, even thanksgiving tu
~ We admir.e that expressi91;;:~; ~listai~d in ~i~;" mark, beloved reader, the
patience of whICh Job was made a partakerWas dIstinct, from any natural or f,ee·
will act; it was the power of God put forth in him, otherwise J ob would have been
as restless and rebellious as any of us under similar circumstances. Therefore let
your mind ever look through Job up to JoiJ's Go"d. His was the power, and his alone
shall be the glory.-ED.
.

46

AN ADDRESS.

our God; so that you shall prove that" salvation is'of the Lord," and say
with one of old, " Thou hast d~alt well with thy servant, according to thy
word."
Some there are among us, who have much cause for thankfulness to the
God of all grace, for having kept us from falling into the errors of the
wicked, and from taking up with doctrines of devils, as, alas! some
of whom we thought well have done. "Let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall," is a very salutary and necessary caution to
the child of God, especially to novices, who are disposed to. venture on enchanted ground under the pretext that from hearing for themselves men of
erroneous sentiments, they will be more able to attack and prove the fallacy
of their views." But, alas! we have found that, instead: of becoming more
valiant for the truth, Satan has been permitted to gain an advantage over
them, to entrap them in his net, on this presumptuous ground, and have
actually espoused the errors of these men, and joined the camp of the
enemies of God and God's truth. A solemn warning this to us, 'who are
by the grace of God, still preserved, not to presume on the power of God,
but rather, as our blessed Lord and Master taught his disciples, to pray
"lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil." There is this
. satisfaction, however, .that if they be chosen of God, he will not permit
them to rest there, b.ut, after a while, he will bring them ont, with broken
bones, and a sorrowful, aching heart, and t~ach them with humility of
soul to call on the Lord, "Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise
thy name: hold up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps slip not."
It has pleased our God to cast the lot of some of us where we canllot
hear the glorious Gospel preached to our entire satisfaction. There are
many saying, Lo, here) la, there is Christ! but go not after them. It
highly becomes us, as the ch.ildren of God, on whom an unction from -the'
Holy One rests, to try the. spirits whether they are of God; but, in doing
so, it ill becomes us to set up a standard of our own making as the rule;
for the direction is, " If they speak not according to this word, it is because
there is !Kl light in them." . As face answereth to face in a glass, so the
heart of man to man, whether it be in regard to the new man, which
answercth to the new man in another, or whether it be the unrenewed or
carnal mind which also answeretp to the same in everyone who is called
by the grace of God. For these two conflicting principles constitute the
warfare, and if they are lacking in those that preach, how is it possible we
who have our senses exercised to discern both good and evil, can give the
right hllnd of fellowship to such? Wonder not, my brethren, at this state
of things, wbich we have reason to believe will contiuue to the end of
time; and, though "darkness covers the earth and gross darkness. the
people," it is because our infinitely wise God suffers and ordains it thus
for a wise end; for, as we believe nothing is too hard for the Lord, even
this state of things he can alter as soon as it pleaseth him. If the subject,
however, is brought home, may we not each one say, I am culpable and
guilty in not following the direction of my blessed Lord and Master, who
has told me in his word, "Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of th.e harvest, that
he will send forth labourers into his harvest." Oh, that the Lord the
Spirit would breathe upon us, that we may have. the spirit of grace, supplication; and importunity for the fulfilment of this most desirable and
important state of things! Labourers there are plenty, but what is wanted
• We beg the reader's especial attention to this. It is a trap of the devil; and
well might dear Romaine say,. in reference to such steps, " I have no wish to see how
much poison I can take."-ED.

AN ADDRESS.

47

is God's faithful labourers. But, blessed be our Jesus, he is still the good
Shepherd, knows his sheep where they are, and their every necessity. Hel
in his love and faithfulness, will both search and seek them out of all places
and corners where they have been driven in this cloudy and dark day: and,
as need requires, will send forth the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, to them,
cause some sweet word of truth to rest on their minds for their consolation,
will manifest himself to them <IS he does not to the world, will lead out his
flock like a shepherd to green pastures, and by the still waters, and satisfy
their soul in drought. It may be truly said in this our day, there is "a
famine, not of bread and water, but of hearing the word flf God." Strange
as this dispensation appears in the eyes of some, yet we hereby prove the
power, grace, and faithfulness of our God, in that he does not withhold his
Holy Spirit from us, but still continues, by his divine and unerring teaching, to guide us into all knowledge and all truth; takes of the things of
Christ and shows them unto us, and gives us the inward testimony that we
are heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ Jesus, and that we shall never
come into condemnation having passed from death unto life. As, therefore,
the unction which we have received abides with us, and is truth and no
lie, we know that we shall abide in him, and can unite with the apostle
when he said in reference to his own personal knowledge of the GORpel of
Christ, " I received it not from man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of the Holy Ghost."
Some of the tried family of God may have had under their exercises of
mind, some swe·et, encouraging promise come home with power and
unction to their souls, which they have received as a token of the love
. God still bears towards them, and thereby have been encouraged to hope
and trust for his promised help and deliverance out of some trouhle or
other. Gratitude has sprung up in our heart for this his mindfulness of us,
and we have had our heart tuned to his praise for his lovingkindness thus
made known, and favouring liS with enlargement of heart. Very soon,
alas! the scene has changed, for, instead of deliverance from our trials, we
have found ourselves edg'eo in on every hand, whereby we felt that no hand
but the hand of Omnipotence could make a way for our deliverance. In
our deep distress we have had hard thoughts of God; un belief in his faithfnlness strongly at work; so much so, that even the word of God has been
a .trouble to us to behold, and with Job we have said, "My soul chooseth
strangling-rather than life;" we have expostulated with God in the weakness of our minds, we have charged him with becoming cruel to us, and
the language of our heart has been that of Jeremiah,," "Vilt th'ou be alto-'
gether unto me as a liar, and as waters that faH?" Under·this cloud of
great darkness which has been keenly felt, we have brought the Most High
to our judgment bar, to reason with him on the justice of his dealings with
us, though we have still been fully persuaded in our judgment that he had
a right to do with us as he pleased, and no other Saviotlf or Redeemer
was there to whom we could flee for succour. His strange dealings with
us have been a means of drawing us ·closer and closer to himself, to call
.importunately on him for counsel, direction, and deliverance; yea, we
bave had the same spirit as Jacob of old, we have wrestled with God and
.prevailed to obtain promises and a blessing. He has graciously spoken to
our soul, " I n blessing I will bless thee:" and we have enjoyed the sweet.
savour thereof for a time. And again he has spoken a word of promise,
"I will pour you out a blessing, so that t.here shall not be room to receive
it;" or some snch a portiori as this, " Thon shalt see greater things than
these." This has set our minds at rest with respect to his dispensations;
Onr faith has been strengthened, and, enjoying peace with God through
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our Lord Jesus Christ, we have taken 'up our cross ami blessed the Lord
for it ; and, trusting in the faithfillness of our covenant God to fulfil his
promises, we go on our way rejoicing; our evidences being brightened up
with the favour of God resting on our tabernacle, we are enabled to say,
" This God is our God -for ever and ever, he will be our guide even unto
death." Thus has he led us to cast all our care and burden on himself, and
the language of the Gibeonites to Joshua ·has been that of ours to the
Lord, "Beholn, we are in thin~ hand j as it seemeth good and right unto
thee to do unto us; do::
.
Some of the dear children of God can trace their way in the wilderness
when, after going in the way of vain confidence through the depravity of
the heart, an ensnaring world, and a tempting devil, have been drawn
aside from the path of rectitude, and acted the part of the poor pronigal,
who probably thoughtlione that knew him saw his evil ways'; yet. still the
eye of God was constantly upon him, of which he had frequently a deep
seusibility. Ann though we arc all prodigals, yet it is very evident there is a
vast difference in the walk and conversation of the people of God, and some
are permitted to go to' greater lengths in sin than others; yet let not
those who have been kept by the power and restrain"ing grace of God
point with the finger of scorn to a poor fallen' brother, but rather let the
important inquiry be'sifted to ·the bottom, "What hast thou that thou
hast not received? .and if thou didst receive it, wrerefore dost thou glory
as if thou hadst not received it ?" Favoured as indeed you are who have
been kept from falling outwarnly and foully, yet you cannot feel to the
same degree, neither have you proved so deeply the aboundings of 'God's
free-grace, as one who, like the poor prodigal, has been restored again to
the enjoyment of the love, grace, and mercy of our unchanging, covenant
God! How'can a soul be truly humbled' before God, except. by the
means of being taught the deep depravity and wickedness of the heart, in
the entire alienation of every thought and desire from God; its continual
proneness to turn aside from God to vanity and lies, rolling sin under their
tongues like a sweet morsel, and, notwithstanding the reproving voice of
conscience, yet had no power to forsake the foolish and live, their minds
being stedfastly fix~d on evil they have in heart said, " We have loved
strangers and after them we will go j" and the Lord for a while has
giveu them up to their own heart's lust. Yet after all this base and
devilish conduct, what amazing grace has been displayed to thee, poor
backslider, in that the Lord has manifested again to thee his everlasting
l'ove; has healed thy backslidings by displaying; in some peculiar' way,
that where sin abO'Lmded grace does much more abound j for he has freely blotted out thy sins, forgiven thee all" trespasses,' received thee graciously,
loved thee freely; and a deep sense of such tender-mercies, made known
unto thee by the powerful teachings ()f,the Holy Ghost, has broken thine
heart, EO that thou goest softly, and walks humbly with thy God. Thy
tears of penitence and contrition have flowed abundantly, while thot\ hast
been laid prostrate at the, foot of the cross, and confessed, and loathed thy
vileness, and such amazing love as Jesns bas m'anifested,towards thee, in
suffering, bleeding, groaning, ;and dymg for such a vile, sinful, hell-deserving wretch as thee; passes 'alhthy cGmprehension; language fails thee to
speak of it as it deserves, and thon feelest, for it passes knowledge; And here
in this rich field of Gospel grace, peace, and liberty, thou delightest to rove,
and hopes and desires to know more of it, and live and die in its enjoyment.
I find I have extended this address much longer than I had intended,
but cannot conclude without a word or two to some of·our dear Lord's
lambs, who, it may be, have travelled long in this barren wilderness, awl
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are but lambs still. Our glorious King in Zion still reigns and rules there;
our every state of mind through which we pass is all ordered by himself in
infinite and unerring wisdom; and, although" hope deferred maketh the
heart sick, yet when the desire c;ometh it is a tree of life." The promise
is still the same, "The desire of the righteous shall be granted i" and,
although in self you may feel full of sinfulness and depravity, and deserving nothing but hell and damnation, yet, if the Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ is precious in thine eyes, poor, disconsolate, and sorrowful
soul, who art hungering and thirsting after the knowledge of thy personal
interest in the blood and righteousness of Christ, what does this spring
from, [ would ask, but from Christ being formed in thee, by the Holy
Ghost, the hope of glory? And, as he is the Righteous One, he creates
within thee these burning desires after himself and his salvation j and
therefore would I encourage thee still to hope in God, with the fullest
persuasion that ere long thou shalt find that our God is ~a promise-making,
and a promise-fulfilling God, therefore has he said to his poor, needy
people, " Ask, and ye shall receil'e j seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened."
Wishing the one family of our covenant God, of whom Christ Jesus is
the ever living Head, evpry spiritual and temporal blessing which he sees
needful for us, whether for this present life or that which is to come, I
remain, most unworthily, one amongst the thousands of Israel, in Him who
is the Chiefest among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely
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Christ is all and in all.-CoL.

III.

ii.

He is indeed "the altogether lovely, and the chie/est among ten thousand!"
For who in the heaven "can be compared unto tbe Lord? 'or who among
the sons of the mighty can be likened unto our God? Among .the Gods
there is none like unto thee, 0 Lord, neither -are there any works like' unto
thy works! No indeed i-inasmuch as that neither the power of God the
'Faiher, nor yet the person of God the Holy Ghost ever undertook in the
" Council of peace" to become our surety, (and in tl~ fillness of time to
take flesh and blood, and die in our law-place, room, and stead), which tbe
Son of God did; for above, when he said, "Sacrifice, and offering, and
burnt~offerings for sin, thou woulde5t not, neither hadst pleasure therein,
which are offered by the law," then said he, "Lo I come to do thy will, 0
God," "He takcth away the first that he may establish the second." Well,
tberefore, might Moses and the children of Israel sing, "Who is like unto
thee, 0 Lord, among the Gods? Who is like unto tbee, glorious in holiness, fearful. in praises, doing wonders?" bence, "to Him give all the
prophets witness, that through his name wbosoever believeth in Him shall
receivc remission of sins;" "for Him hath God exalted with his right hand,
a Prince and a Saviour, for t6 give repentance to Israel and forgiveness Qf
sins; and we are his witnesses of these things, and so is also the Holy
Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him." And hence, the
Holy Ghost witne~seth most fully and completely of Him, througbout both
testaments of Scripture, as the "Alpha, the Omega, the beginning, tha
H
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ending, the Almighty'." 'In a word, believe me when I speak it. (in the
language of a late man of renown), " the natural sun in the firmament i,;
not more full of light and heat than the scripture of eternal truth are of the
revelation of Him, whom" to know is life eternal;" the Old Testament
pointing as with a finger to the coming of Messiah, while the New proclaims
He hath come, having been put to' death in the flesh, but quickened by the
spirit," (Heb. ix. 11, 12).
As for example, Moses wrote of Christ, wben by the spirit within bim hc
testified beforehand of the sufferings of Christ and glory that should follow.
Then again, "by faith Abel," (Heb. xi. '1.); moreover was" Noah wben
warned of God of things not seen as yet moved with fear?" and did he prepare an ark to the saving of his house,' by which he condemned the world
and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith? " What did this
ark prefigure or denote? but the Son of God in his headship character, "in
whom" tbr whole family of God are heard and saved from the fountains uf
God's fierce wrath due to our sins; "for all we," (lsai. liii. 6). And once
more are we led to look into the law of crremonies, to notice the various
ablutions, numerous offerings, and costly sacrifices, presented under t.he.
levitical dispensation? We shall instantly discover, (if nnder divine teaching), that all had reference only to Him, who is "the end of the law for
righteousness t.o everyone that believeth ;" for the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing-in of a better hope did, by the which we draw nigh
unto God; wherefore, when "He bringeth in His first-begotten into the
world, He saith, Let all the angels of God worship Him," (Luke ii, l:l, 14).
o then what a wonderful Person must our all adorable Jesus be, of whose
infinite excellency, and glorious majesty, the various tongues and pens of
patriarchs, prophets, and apostles, have been commissiollrd to write so fully
and blessedly I Do you therefore inquire, " What is thy beloved more than
another beloved ?" ,. My beloved is while and ruddy; his head is as the most
fine gold; his locks are bushy and black as a raven; his eyt·s are as the eyes
of doves, by the ri\'ers of waters, washed with milk and tidy set; bis cheeks
are as a brc\ of gpices, or swert flowers; his lips like lilies, dropping sweetsmelling myrhb; his hands are as gold rings set with the buryl; his belly is
a bright ivory, overlaid with sapphire; his legs are as pillars of marble set
upon sockets of fine gold; his countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the
cedars; his mouth is most sweet, yea in him dwelleth all the fulness of the
godhead bodily; and in him We are complete, who is the head of all principalities and powers." "This is my Belo1!ed. and this is my friend, 0 ye sons
and daughters of the Lord. God Almighty!" Without Him the holy book of
God would be unto us like any other book a "dead and unJ!l'qfitable letter,"
while to be enabled to view Him, in the light of the Spirit, as the sum and
substance, the whole, every page and line become more dear unto us than
thousands of gold and silver. "Search the Scriptures, then," said Jesus,
John vi. 39, "Do not tbink, I will," John vi. 40, 47 ; and again, in the
instance of the rich man in hell who lift up, Luke xvii. 23-31. Thus you
perceive nothing will .do to cause any to "believe with the heart unto
righteousness, and to make confession with the mouth unto salvation," but
the Lord the Spirit's work in the soul, I Cor. xii. 3. Tell me then ye who
profess the name of Jesus, how stands the case between God and yourself?
Art thou indeed and of a truth born again? then" have ye put on the new
man, whicID is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created
him; where there isnrither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumeision,
Barbarian, Scythian, bond or free, but Christ is all in all."
In opening olit, therefore, these few but most comprehensive words, the
Lord help me in the 1st place, To make proclamation from the Scripture
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records, who t.his illustrious personage is here set forth to the, apprehension
of faith, showing also in what way and manner His boundless love, grace, and
mercy have been exhibited on behalf of His people from everlasting.
" CURIST."

And oh what a royal name is this, Christ! signifying as it doth the
anointed of J ehovah, full of grace and truth! Wherefore, we read" that
one of the disciples who heard" John, iil. 40, 41. Then when we speak of
Christ, we mean not the Son in his divine Person only, but the Son in his
Headship and SW'etyship chamcte1', "in whom are hid all the treasures of
.wisdom and knowledge." The Scriptures are full and clear upon this sublime article of our holy faith, pointing out in some places his eternal Sonship
as one of the Almighty Persons in the Godhead; whilst in others revealing
Him as the Son of Man, or" God manifest in the flesh." As, touching the
former, He himself loudly proclaims, "I and my Father are one," while
with respect to the latter Jesus declares, "My Father is greater than I."
Be it known unto you, therefore, men and brethren, that this is the glorious
and royal Person revealed in my text, as the Christ of God, the brightness
of glory, and the express image of his Person, "who being in the form of
God thought it not robbery to be equal with God; but made himself of no
reputation and took upon Him the form of a servant;" "Behold then" saith
God the Father, when holding him forth to faith's view, "my servant
'whom," Isai. xliii. L-4. Permit me then humbly and affectionately'to ask,
What think you of Christ? Whose Son is he? This is the test to try both
your state and your scheme. You cannot be right in the rest unless you
think rightly of Him. Happy, thrice happy are those among us who from
the heart can affirm "Thou m·t the Son of the living God!" inasmuch as
that" flesh and blood hath, not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which iS1n
heaven," "He that believeth," 1 John v. 10-12. And here it is our in• teresting subject opens out in a blaze of glory; for, as the Son co-equal with
the Father and the Holy Ghost, we see Him as one of the glol'ious Covenanters in the councils of eternity, "humbling himself" to become the Head, Prophet, Priest and King of Zion ! " for the Council of Peace was between them
both whereof the Holy Ghost is a witness unto us. Hear his own words on
this point, "Listen 0 Isles unto me," lsai. xlix. 1-3, "Then thou spakest
in vision," Psalm lxxxix. 19-26; and then the" Christ or Word of God
was in the beginning of Jehovah's ways with God, and was God. All thing~
,were made by fl im, and without Him was not anything made that was made."
"Through faith we understand," Heb. xiI. 3; Col. ii. 16-18.
Do you,
therefore, require a proof of his eternal power, Godhead, Deity or Divinity?
why the" heavens declare the glory," Psalm xix. 1,2, "For the invisible,"
Rom. i. 20, "Praise ye the Lord therefore all his angels, praise ye Him all
his hosts," Psalm cxlviii. 1-13.
Furthermore, Who was it under the Old Testament dispensation that
appeared so frequently unto patriarchs, prophets, and others, sometimes in
the form of an angel, and at others as a man? but the Son of God, in his
!!racious, glorious, and merciful character, as Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. Behold how He condescendingly appeared untoAdarn immediately after the fall, to make known unto him, that notwithstanding the aboundings of sin on the part of our first parents, how" grace
should much more abound" (Gen, iiL 9)! View him likewise appearing unto
·Noah in the Ark, with a "come thou and all" (Gen. vii. 1.) Moreover, see
him ill the midst of a bush burning with fire, manifolding .himself unto
Moses, as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
(Exo. iil. 6-14,).. And once again, not 1.0 mention other~ at 'present, look
at .him also in his wonderful appearances unto his servants, Joshua and
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Manoah j-to the one as " captain of the Lord's host," (Joshua, v. 14), and
to the other" as the angel of the covenant," (Judges, xii. 13), and then say,
how great was his beauty, how great was his goodness!
.
"This then is the Christ we adore,
Our faithful, unchangeable friend,
Whose love is as great as his power,
And knows neither measure nor end."
And therefore having loved his own" with an everlasting love," he received
them from the hands of his Father, betrothed them unto himself in eternal
union, and swore: they should be his for ever and ever, (Hosea ii. 19, 20,
Heb. vi.. 13-18, &c., &c.)
But to pass on, and point ont 2ndly, What Christ is in the accomplishment
of salvation work, in our law-place, room, and stead, from whence will be
seen that of the people there was none with him, when his own right hand
hath gotten himself the victory, "is all."
How blessed the expression" is all!" not to be so, or may be so, but is
rt!1'eady so,. having undertaken all from everlasting, to fulfil all conditions of
the covenant for his church; and therefore when " the fulness of time" had
arrived, "because the children were partakers of flesh and blood, he also
himself likewise took part of. the same, that through death he might destroy
him that had the power of death, that is the devil, and deliver them who
through fear of death were all their life-time subject to bondage." Now
then we sound forth withjoyfu1lips as upon the .house-tops, "Unto usa child
born," unto us a son is given, (Isai. ix. 6,7). How blessed, therefore to
view Jesus thus made a little lower than the angels, all obedience unto his
parents, (Luke, ii. 51), thereby setting ours an example to "honour their
father and mother which is the first commandment with promise." Again,
was he not the all when, in thtl Jordan and on the mount, a voice came from
the excellent glory, "this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."
.oh yes, methinks the eyes of angels, men, and devils were all fixed upon
him whom God the Father, " anointed with the Holy Ghost and with power,
who went about doing good, and healing' all that were oppressed of' the devil,
for God was with him;" pay, saith the Lord himself by his servant the
prophet, "upon one stone shall be seven eyes, behold I will engrave the
gral'ing thereof, and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day j "
and so it actually came to pass in the days of the Son's infinite humiliation j
for the eyes of God the Father, and God the Holy Ghost, the eyes of angels,
the eye of the law demanding divine satisfaction on account of our sins, the
, e.yes of faithful men and women, together with the eyes of Satan, were all fixed
upon him, tbe tried stone, the p'recious corner stone, (Isai. xxviii. 16). Would
you gaze. for a moment upon the bursting forth of his aB-glorious divinity?
How plainly it is to be beheld, when in the !>torm he arose with his godlike
.majesty, rebuked the winds, and said unto the sea, Peace be still, (Mark, iv.
39).; also at the grave of I~azarus, his glory as God shone forth most conspicuously in raising the dead, when "he that was dead came forth, and
Jesus said, Loose him and let him go free." Truly, therefore, Christ was" God,
.over all, blessed for evermore," for who but God could raise the dead? (1 Sam .
•iL 6). Witness moreover how" Christ was all," in bearing away as our surety
all the sins, iniquities, and transgression.s of his church, as "of the people there
,was none with him." Behold the Lamb of God all, in the garden of Gethse.mane,.at Pilate's bar on the cross-and in death, whl"n knowing that all things
were accomplished, he said, It is finished, bowed down his head, and gave up
the ghost. "It is finished! Saints the dying words record." Again, was he
not all.in the grave? in his resur.rection, as " the first fruits of them that slept,"
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and now in hraven as our' great forerunner ? (1 John, iv, 2), What shall
we say to these things? If God be then for us, who can be against us? He
that spared not, (Rom. viii. 3<1-39).
Neither is this all; for tell me, Is not Christ all in the extensive kingdoms
of creation, providence, grace, and glory? Oh yes, " he doeth his will and
pleasure botb among the armies of heaven, and inhabitants of the earth, none
can stay his hand, or say unto him, what doest thou?" Thus he maketh
all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are
the called according to his purpose. And then, as the executor of the J-,ord's
covenant, designs, and eternal purposes; "1-1 e watereth the hills from his
chambers, and satisfieth the earth with the fruit of his works," (Psalm civ.
14, I b). Again," if the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thing,
I the Lord have deceived that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand upon
him, and will destroy him from the midst of my people Israel," (Ezek, xiv.
9) So likewise in the instance of the "seed of the serpent," or " children of
the devil," God shall send them, (2 Thes. ii. 11, 12); and in this, with John,
are the children of God manifest, (1 John, iii. 10-12). Hence the scriptural truth is clear, that Jesus Cnrist is over nlt, making poor, and making
rich; "he bringeth low and lifteth up, he raiseth up the poor out of the
dust, and lifteth up rhe beggar from the dunghill, to set them among princes,
and to make them inhabit the throne of glory. For the pillars of the earth
are the Lord's, and he hath set the world upon them; he will keep the feet
of his saints, and the wicked shall be silent in darkness, as by strength shall
no man prevail," (Isai. iiL 10,11, &e. &c.)
.
But it is time to close in a brief way, 3rdly, by exhibiting not only what
Christ is in the experience of his elrcted., redeemed, and regenerated children, but also make plain how the professing people present may know whether he is yet made so to them or not, " and in all."
Here you perceive another little word is added by God the eternal Spirit,
to complete the whole, "in," which hath to do more especially with the
Lord's gracious work in the inner man of the hem't; wherefore said the
Lord unto many who "demanded when the kingdom of God should come,
the kingdom of God cometh not with observation, for behold, the kingdom
of God is within YOlt!" unto which adds God the eternal Spirit, as a key to
unlock the secret, " the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." What say you then,' beloved
friends? have ye indeed received this kingdom which cannot b~ moved?
Remember it only can be kno"'n in a gracious soul by the great work of
regcneration, in the day of the Lord's power, (John, iiL 3).. And then -to
prove uow Christ is in all the first work in the soul, he said unto~his disciples, " I tell you the truth, it is expedient for you that I go away; for, if I
go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you, but if I depart I will
send him unto you." If therefore YQu hav,e been born again, then art thou
made a new creature in Christ Jesus, old things having passed away, in thy
spirit, "and all things have become new." New life springs up in the soul,
new feelings are exhibited on account of that exceeding' evil thing, sin,
which" is the transgression of the law;" new cries proceed from the heart,
" God be merciful to me a sinner ;" and new conflicts arise "from the flesh
lusting against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh, so that ye cannut
do the things that ye would," (Rom. vii. 9-25). Now then that Christ is
in all this, he saith himself, "when I passed by thee, and saw thee polluted
in thine own blood, I said unto thee, lIve; yea I said unto thee when thou
wast in thy blood, Jive." And thus it is plain that he "who sitteth upon the
throne maketh all things new in the heart of a vessel of mercy, in his time
uf love; " for, "as the Father raiseth up the dead and quickeneth them,
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even so·the Son quickeneth whom he will." Then again, after we are thus
illumiuated and brought to endure a great fight of affiictions, wC" see Christ
in all, who only performeth the thing appointed for US, and 'many such things
. are with him; "for as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation aboun.deth by Christ; ., somewhat of this may be seen in l.he instance
of Israel of old, who, when they cried unto the Lord, on account of the
water of Marah, the Lord showed Moses a tree, which when he had cast
into the waters the waters were made sweet. And is not Christ the tree of
life, on either side of the river, to sweeten the waters of affiiction and sorrow
to all the ransomed church of God? (Isai. xliii.' 1, 2).
'"
Then again Christ who was in all the everlasting covenant settlements of
eternity, such as in our eternal unconditional election, predestination, and
divine adoption; so is he now in our preachings, the text, sermon, sum, and
substance of all we have to say unto you. And I brethren, (l Cor. ii. I, 2),
For,
" Compared with Christ in all beside
No comeliness I see;
The one thing needful, dearest Lord,
I s to be one wi th thee.
The sense of thy eternal love
Into my soul convey;
Thyself bestow, for thee alone,
My all in all, I pray."

If therefore Christ is every thin/;" in an elected, redeemed, and regenerated
child's salvation, frame and feelings of corruption, or jlesltly ea'perience, so
much advocated in the present evil day, are nothing worth. The ordinances
of God's house likewise will be without avail to comfort the Lord's mourners
in Zion, if Christ be not the all in all ; nay, even heaven itself would'be no welcome home to the weary traveller, if Christ be not there also" the all in all."
But blesssed be God, "as for me I will behold thy face in righteousness;
then shall I be satisfied when I awake up with thy liken('ss;" "beloved now
are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we
know that when he shall appear we shall be like him, for we shall see him as
he is." "Unto you therefore which believe he is precious ;" in his glorious
power, great 10Ye, rich grace, sin.atoning blood, perfect work, everlastin:,;
righteousness, and full salvation; cc For whom have I even in heaven, 0 Lord,
but thee, and there is none upon earth we desire beside thee, there being
salvation in no other," (Psalm xcviii. 1-3).
And now, beloved, what shall I add in conclusion? Bnt that" as ye have
recei,'ed Christ the Lord, so walk ye in him, as your wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification, and redemption, that according as it is written, "He that
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord." May it therefore, beloved in Jesus,
be your distinguishing privilege, to be taught daily and hourly the divine
science of so making a right use of Christ in your various trials or troubles,
., "ounting all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jes:ls my Lord; that forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are before, ye may press on towards the mark
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." Put ye on therefore "as the elect of God holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness,
humbleness of mind, meekness, long suffering, forb('aring one another, and
forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any, even as Christ
forgave yOll, so do ye," (Rom. xiii. 14). Likewise reckon ye also yoursp,lves
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever, (Gal. vi. 14-16).
.
StonehOtMe.

GEO. HEN. GOD DEN .
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THE PORTRAIT-MR. W. BIDDER.
Tb the Editor of the Gospel

j~Ia[Jazine.

DEAR 1\1 R. EDITOR,
·Great grace be with you from Him who is, and was, and is to come
the one almighty Head over all things to his dear body the church, the
fulness of Him that filleth all in all. Whilst reading the productions of
your pen in the Gospr,L MAGAZINE, l have felt and do feel a union of spirit
to you as a member of his mystic frame, an heir of the grace of everlasting
life, as one of the anointed of the God of Israel. 'May the dew of heaven
rest upon thy branch, and the arms of your hands bl' made and kept strong
by the hands of the mighty God of J acob; and, under the hlessed renewings of God the Spirit, go you on in comforting, feeding, and building up of
those of the blood-bought royal family who may be directed to peruse the'
same; and no less, as you have done, point out to them their sworn foes
-th",ir features, ways, mod~s of attack, subtlety, craft, and treacherons
dealings. "These shall make war with the Lamb. but he shall overcome
them; for he is King of kings and Lord of lords, and those who are with
him (and for him) are called, chosen, and faithfuL" Others may and do
profess, but tlwy are not in reality with him; ".Every hranch that bearcth
not fruit in me he taketh away" (so reads my old Bible). Blessings on
his exalted name, up with him, too high we cannot raise him, nor too lolV
abase the sinner; he shall reign for ever and ever. Are you, dear Sir,
'surrounded with enemies, because you dare to be faithful, declaring the
whole counsel of God; point me out the man who, in this awful day, slands
forth in the cause of Uod and truth, and whether he writes or preaches tbe~
faith of God's elect, that glorious Go'pel Ul,mixed with human leaven, but
that all hell i.s in arms against him. It is enough for the servant to be as
his I-,ord. Fear none of these things which thou shalt suffer, so be speaks
to us, " I am with you alway unto the end." Go on, therefore, 1Ilr. Editor,
and as the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE have, so let them still, contain
the great truths of the everlasting Gospel of the blessed· God; may they
'still savour of an unction from the Holy One; fearlessly proclaim the
everlasting, electing, predestinating love of God the Father; the betrothing,
redeeming grace of God the Son; nor less the anointing, regenerating,
quickening; calling, teachillg, leading, guiding mercy, lOVE, and favour of
the almighty person of God the Holy Ghost. Let no man despise you;
these glorious' realities, set forth :rccor·ding to the revelation of the same in
the lively oracles of truth, as the election of grace, are, by the divine Comforter, individuaIJy taught them (for who teacheth like him), in life, power,
and vitality, so will they be owned and blest to the household of faith;
the hungry wi1l be fed, the poor enriched, the needy supplied, the monrner
comforted, and Jehovah glorified. 1 have to bless the Lord that for
almost thirty years past, more or less of the3e truths have been precious to
me, who was hefore a blasphemer, persecutor, and injurious; but what
will not, yea, what cannot the arm of Omnipotence effect in and for the
vessels of mercy, afore prepared unto glory? Bring them down frol11 the
altitudes of their fleshly wisdom and rebellion, and, in their feelings, views,.
and apprehensiolls, to. heJJ's dark door, where they beeome 'experimentaIJy
acquainted with the horrible pit and miry clay, out of which the sweet
singer of Israel was drawn of old. Here it is the Lord displays the infinite
riches of his boundless grace, in communicating, revealing, applying love,
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grace, peace, pardon, blood, and salvation; this fills the pODr, brokendown, sensihly-Iost, self~conde[l)ned sinner with unutterable feelings of
love, life, and joy unspe~kable, yea, full of glory. Blessed are those souls
which know something experimentally of these things; such and such
only understand these sayings, "I wound and I heal, I kill and make
alive;" "He healeth the broken in heart and bindeth up their wounds."
Though such precious souls, in their way home, in after days, have their
troubles, distresses, darkness, and are the subjects of corruption in their
fallen nature, and exposed to temptation and persecution, yet none of these
things can alter or in the least affect their state in the Lord, nor finally
prevent their entering at last the harbour of endless rest i, where, blessings
on his gloriOllS name, we shall see him as he is, and ourselves be like
him for evermore. The above are some of the truths my Lord doth
enable me, the un worthiest, to bring before his dear people from time to
time; and he doth bless it; himself shall have the praise.-Many thanks
for your truly kind letter, in which you discover that in comparison with
your adored Lord and mine, all is nothing worth; nor Indeed is it. 'Vhat
go~d use is the tongne at present, but to be talking of his matchless excellencies, his eternally glorious person, bonndless love, ancient engagements,
rlivine faithfulness, humiliation, and exaltation, precious blood and perfect
atonement, consnmmate righteousness, and rich salvation? a saving knowledge of which, communicated to the soul in the teaching' of God the
Spirit, infinitely outweighs and preponderates ten thousand thousand
worlds. When the dear Spirit enables me, in the exercise of precious faith,
to claim him as my own, in all the offices he fills, and characters he sustains, I envy no one; he is an everlasting portion; is ever in oue mind,
and rests in his love; knows no change, and hateth putting away. And
but for this, what would become of me, so fickle and oft so faint? yet
doth he give me an experimental evidence of that ever-memorable saying,
" The joy of the Lord is your strength." . But oft do I wonder at his marvellousforhearanee towards me. Romaine once said respecting himself he
was" the veriest filthy dunghill sinner the Lord ever suffered to live out
of hell j" but I certainly think at time;; that I am, in my depraved self,
very, very much worse. Oh! what infinite merit, power, and divine efficacy, the blood of his cross must possess,
" To cleanse souls completely
So filthy as mine! "
But, through grace, here hangs all my hope; I know the anchorage is
good, the ground firm; yea, all solid rock. All hail! my brother; a few
more storms, ·and we are at home, where we would be. Meanwhile, may
it be your mercy and mine to be by him kept in his truth; and, as you
remark, stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord.
Let us exalt him in the COllgregation, and tell of all his wondrous works,
who is over all, God blessed for evermore. Amen.
To him, my dear brother, I commend you, together with all the election
of grace; who is able to build you up, and will carry you through, bear all
your expenses 011 the road, beat down all yom foes before your face, and
plague them that hate you; lift up your head and your heart; and, after
you have suffered a while, strengthen, stablish, and settle you; then tor the
last, the crowlling mercy, "The Master is come, and calleth for thee." .
Ever yours, affectionately, in Him,

,V.
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TO THE 'BISHOP OF ,LONDON.
l\f,y LORD,

As the subject upon which I venture to addres~ you is one of
paramount importance, I feel no disposition to lessen the, apparent
amount of that- importance by approaching your Lordship with a round
of complimentary remarks. Fashionable as the practice may be, I
" 'hould play the hypocrite by so doing; inasmuch as I cannot' but'
believe every sincQre lover of his country, al!d of the church which has
heretofore stood as the burwark to the national. religicJUs pr?fession of
that country, must regard with 'the deepest' regret your recent movements.
I approach you, my Lord, under the, fullest conviction of the vast
inferiority I bear to your Lordship in point of station and of 'scholastic
attainments. Still, while the subject upon which I address you is'"
s~rictly of a 'spiritual c11aracter; and I read In sacred 'writ that, In-,
structed by the Roly 'Ghost, ," a wayfaring man, though a fool, shall
not ,err" i.n the path of sacred, spiritual' instr,uctiC?n, in which that
same blessed Spirit is the divine guide, I cannot forego my purpose of'
calling your Lordship's attention to the solemn accountability which
you'1' high office entails;
As the Proprietor and Editor of' 'one of the oldest-if not the oldest
-religious ''periodicals of the -day-a periodical which has ever stood
forth in advocacy of the church of which you form so exalted a'member,
Icahnot-I dare' not-remain longer silent, when I see that your Lordship has adopted a course calculated, in tliehighest degree, to undermine the very.foundation of that church; and to afford even to its
most devoted admirers, too ample reason to retire from its communion.
For many years, my Lord, have'I-and especially the ,periodical
with which it is now my happiness to stand c,onnectecl-been a'ccustom~d to regard the Church of England as our great Protestant defence;
for many years-and especially during the last two elections-have I
met its opponents with the argument, that i~ ,once, ,with all her muchto-be-Iamented failings, England's _church were to be invli~ea. and her
power infringed, from that moment would an antichristian power usurp
her authority; but, my Lord, where, alas! are my arguments now?
to what further resource can I flee. when I see out 'of. the very bosom of
that chm'ch uprising the selfsame foe, whose treacherous, whose'devastating encroachments, I have been so anxious to resist? Nor 'does the
evil rest here, my Lord; the plague is not here stayed; but, leaving
for a moment the conte!Uplation of its _sub-ordinates, I investigate the
opinions, ana watch the movements of the heads-the bishops-the
(so called) Right Reverend Fathers in God of that church, and there,
to my confusion and dismay, I perceive the poisonous working of. that,
destructive venom, which it. was not only their duty, but, to them
alone, instrumentallv, belonged the power of eradicating, ere its
baneful influence spread, like a mighty pestilence, through the length
and breadth of the land.
.
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Has your Lordship-may I be permitted to inquire::-ever dnly considered in connexion with the' dignified office you sustain, the mighty
influence of example? Need I remind you that, as a father in the
church, .you have children, many of whom will not merely adhere to
your counsel, but who will overstep the boundary of that counsel, if it
be (as, unhappily, it has recently proved) in congeneality with the mis.
taken dignity and fleshly arrogance of the human heart? Your Lordship's remarks respecting the church being almost-if not the onlyseat of spiritual instrnction, betrays, in a high degree, your Lordship's
participation of this uurighteous' and altogether mistaken supposition.
Hill;hly honoured of God as very many men have been whose labours
were within the pale of the Establishment, yet it would be-it is-a
great insult to the Majesty of heaven to assert, or in the least degree to
imply, that the divine favour has not overshadowed many, and accompanied with an undeniable sanction their [ministrations, who have
conscientiously differed from the government of that Establishment.
In connexion with this subject, my Lord, to every really spirituallyinstructed bishop, clergyman, or layman, has it not been a source of
deep lamentation, that the constitution of the Church of Bngland is
such, as to admit within its pale, for ministerial purposes, not exclu.
sively men of sound religious principles, but men of no principle; not
merely men who could give "a reason of the hope that was' within
them," and who could, without offering violence to their consciences,
really and truly say that" they were moved upon, to the important
work of the ministry, by the Holy Ghost," but men who had attained
just sufficient of a classical and altogether a distinct and, in this
respect, secondary knowledge, to support their position as teachers and
leaders of the people in things pertaining to godliness.
My Lord, the wisdom of this· world is foolishness with God; the
carmil mind, however well instructed in things relative to time, is still
a carnal mind, and, as such, at enmity with God; and that mind will
as much operate under a priestly, as beneath any other garb; so that
if men seeking holy orders have not been savingly wrought upon by
God the Holy Ghost-yea, called out of a death of sin to a life of
righteousness, prior to their ordination by you as a bishop, the formularies which they undergo at that ordination, effect no change, work
no alteration, and they go forth within the wide range of that Establishment to minister unto others upon a subject of which they are personally and vitally ignorant; and consequently (here rests the weight
of your Lordship's accountability-to which I beg your most serious
consideration) fall back with the greater stress upon your Lordship's
government and control. As men professing moral (quite a di8tinct
tlting from 8avingly religiou8) principles, they pride themselves in a due
conformity to the purpose, mind, and will of their bishop; hence, ifthat
bishop betrays a want of spiritual understanding, a8 your Lord8hip unhappily doe8, it is no 'marvel if ministers, your under-workmen, betray
a want of spiritual information likewise.
I do riot bring so bold and so grave an objection, my Lord, without
good grounds for so doing. In the charge so recently delivered by
your Lordship, you have advanced a fundamental error-you have

TO THE BISHOP OF LONDON.

59

betrayed a lack of information as to the groundwork, the only safe and
sure basis, of all real religion.
What think you, my LOl'd, would have been the feelings of our
Reformers, or the emotions of those men of blessed memory who once
filled your high office with such honour to themselves and glory to God,
could they have foreseen that their successors in the nineteeJath century,
should have so grossly mistaken their views as to represent that baptism,the sprinkling a child with a few drops of water as an outward
symbol of their hope of the future indwelling of a spiritual grace, should
actually be the very means of communicating that grace; that such
children, and such only, could be in a salvable state; and that none
others can reasonably expect salvation?
What, again, would be the feelings of those martyrs, whose blood
yet calls for retribution, could they rise from their peaceful dwellingplace, and see that, in the very face Qf the incoming of that power
under whose blood-thirsty cravings they fell a sacrifice, the Bishop of
London, though professedly regarding with becoming disesteem the
formal observance of ordinances, should deliver a charge so vague,
so utterly destitute of firmness and decision, as to afford an indirect
sanction for any clergyman in his diocese to adopt such forms as it
were difficult to distinguish from those in the constant exercise of the
.
Church of Rome?
So far, my Lord, from your having acted contrary to the spirit of
.i\.ntichrist, or having, in the least degree, subjected yourself to. the
naz\\rdous position of those of your predecessors who, rather than
compromise principle, readily fell victims to a power to which their
consciences would not suffer them to succumb, your Lordship may correspond with Rome, or meet his holiness, the Pope, at his prQPosed
Surely, none can
visit to our country, with the most. perfect grace.
have more effectually espoused his cause; and, in espousing that cause,
have more thoroughly invaded the Establishment to which your Lordship belongs.
Your. Lordship, I am informed; is suffering from indisposition; much
as you maybe entitled to one's sympathy as a man and as a gentleman,
rather than express a desire for your speedy convalescence, I will, with
.the utmost sincerity, wish you what, in your Lordship's case, would be
a blessing of far higher importance, the blessing of reflection. . My
prayer for' your Lordship is, that in the retirement of your sickchambel', when the hey-day of fashion, and the deceptive powers of the
black-habited courtezan, are in a measure withdrawn, your Lordship
may be brought to a timely consideration of your movements; that ere
it be too late, the grace of repentance and submission may be afforded
you; and your Lordship, that has been the laII).entable source of so
much mischief in the church, may came forth in the full exercise of
your authority, to retrace your steps, to recall your words, and, by
precept and example, show that, notwithstandini!; all the efforts of a
Puseyand a Newman, England's church is not yet to fall into the
treacherous embraces of the Babylonish whore ..
I am, my Lord, with becoming respect, yet deep concern,
Yours, &c.,
THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
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To the Editor of the .G08p~i Magazine.
Ma. EDITOR,
I greet;yoll,in the name of the Lord our covenant God, believing you
to be a br\ll)ch in the trlle and living Vine. Being a constant reader of
your excellent periodical, which I have and do often peruse with pleasure
and, I trust, profit, and being a'nxious to cast my insignificant mite into
the treasury; I herein forward you a few lines, detailing a few of the dealings of the Lord with my soul. Should you think proper to insert
them, I trust my Lord may bless them to some of his feeble ones, like
myself.
'
'
,
'1 was, as all others are, ,by nature born in sin, and went forth from the
womb speaking lies; but, when,about eight ,years of age, I dreamt that I
was in a gl()rious- place, which I cannot describe; and from that time the
enemy began to trouble my mind, tempting me often 10 blaspheme the
name of th'!! Lord, which I did not wish to do, and it followed me for some
time, and:I was ,afraid I should be eterna!Jy lost, which was to me a great
trouble: -Being 'one day in a field ',by myself, it came into my, mind that
the Lord could do everything, and save such a sinner as myself, if it were
his will; this gave me a little relief. After this I was put to the Sund'ay
School, and when I was able to read in the Testament, I was one day
realling the twelfth chapter of St. Matthew, where it is said all sin may be
forgiven, with the "exception of that against, the ~oly Ghost, This .increased the trouble of my soul very much, and the~devil te\Upled me to
curse the Holy Ghost, and I was pressed down wWi ,grief. In this state I
wandered into the fields and sat down, where I thougpt I should soon be
in hell for ever. It came to my mind that after I bad been there as many
years as there' were blades of grass, it would be- but a beginning of my
torments. The enemy told me I must curse' the ,Holy Ghost, that my
mind might be eased; my lips-seemed in the"very'act of cursing, I remained in this dreadful state of mind for ~om.e :tlme, 'having neither rest
nor peace; no Christ to go to for relief from my burden (as yet not .re~
vealI'd to me); but after all this the trouble, abated, and, I went on for
many years sinning awfully, and altogether careles~, until1832"and then
soul matters' came on again. I awoke one morning with a load of guilt on
my mind; I clearly saw myself in the broad road to death Hud destruction; I felt determined'I would go on no farther in this course; but, so .
much for free-will, I went the same day with myoId cnmpanions. But,
the followiug morl:ling, the Lord awoke me, and then]1o sinner can describe
the horror of my mind, and I shall never f«;lrget it in this life. I dared
not move for some time; tears of grief ran down my cheeks; my pillow
was wet ,with the same. Blessed be God, this stroke' separated me from
myoid compaliions, and I felt determined to lead a different life, in my
own strength; but my sins la)' heavy on my mind, and I did not know
what to do or where to go. I dreamt one night the judgm,ent day was
come, and that I' was left in my sins; I cried for mercy, hut no deliverer
was near; the violenoe of, my crying aw0.ke me, and 1 found it was a
dream, but it left a deep impressiOll -on,'1nY, mind. At that time I felt an
inclination to go to the Tab,ernacle chapel" the only place of worship in the
town despised for the truth's sake. I had before this gone into another
street, on purpose to avoid it. But, blessed be His holy name for ever, for
DEAR
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ioclil'ling my mind to that. spot" and for his sending his servant, Mr.
Bidder, to show unto me the way of salvation. He dl'scribed all the feelings of my mind, bnt as yet I had no deliverance. The more I heard, the
more [ was convinced that I was an accountable creature before God, and
a transgressor of his la,v. I felt afraid to ask for mercy, ,lest the wrath of / .
Hod should fall upon me for ever; but I saw there was no ,other place to
go to but the throne of grace, and I cried, " If I perish, I perish; I have
awfully deserved it." I often wished myself some beast of the field, or
anything hut what I felt myself .to be, a poor, los't sinner. Though I
frequented the above chapel for some time, 1 had as yet ~o deliverance;
but one morning, as I was crying for mercy, Christ was revealed to my
soul in his suffering form, as w.hen he hung upon the cross, 'and I was led
to see that his preciou~ hlood could cleanse'a sinner so foul as myself;
bnt as yet could not claim him as my own.. But the next sermon I hearo
from Mr. B., ,he \vas led to observe thus, " Christ has nothing in his heart
against that poor sensible sinner; that has nothing in his heart against
him j" this was cheering to me. But one sermon! shall never forget; it
was on the second coming of .Christ. My soul was filled with joy unspeakable; beliolding his glorious .Miijesty by precious faith, and feeling
.him precious.to my soul, I could scarcely refrain from exclaiming aloud in
the chapel, and I felt quite .another person. Another precious season about
that time I cannot forget, while Mr. B. was preaching from Jonah, iv. 2 ;
'and many other 'precious seasons, tllrough mercy, the dear Lord hath
"given me, the chief of sinners. Yet do I find myself a poor, miserable,
Ileedy sinner still, oft cast down, but not de.stroyed j oft p~rplexed, but not
in despair. One morning, as I was calling, on the Lord, that word -was
sent swe.etly into my sOlil, I believe from the Lord, "Thou shalt abide
under the shadow of my wings, until these calamities be overpast." I do
trust, and can sometimes believe, that at the last I shall he introduced into
that fulness'pf joy,. where there' are pl~asures for evermore';. washed in his
precious,blood, andjusti~ed. in his glorious righteousness. Here, and here
alone hangs all.my hope. .
....
.
'Vishing you prosperity in' the name of the Lord our God, and your
Magazine, as·it hath lieen, so may it continue to be, blessed of the Lord to
the joy of his one, dear, elect fainily, regestered in heaven. So prays
Yours, truly and affectiol)ately in the Lord"
Yeovil.
G. R.

,
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR MR. EDITOR,

"

Grace, n.lercyand pe~ce 'be with you. Being an habitual reader of
your valuable miscellany, the pqges of which I have read with sou! proat,
I wish you prosperity in the name of the Lord. Observing in your "last
that you liked heart-work, permit the un worthiest of sinners to send you a
few of the dealings of God with his soul.
.
I was born into this sinful, sorrowful world in the year 1808, and passed
through twenty-five years of sin and qwful rebellion against the God of
heaven, without the least desire to be free from my bondage, for I liked the
service well. But, glory t9 God, he would not suffer me to go. on in this
state beyond the abovc,period. It is true I went to a place ut' worship, ·but
only to pass an hour awc.y, but it pleased the dear Lord, one' morning ill
the year 1833, to put a sol.emncollcern in my soul about my state, for it
was aw(ul in the ell;treme; and as I did generally attend the parish church,

62

CORRESPONDENCE.

I thought I would mend my future life, and end;;vour to live in accordance
with the holy law, not knowing the spirituality of the same. But by many
slips and falls in this new way of living., I found that I could not feep the
law, for it demanded truth in the inward parts; which drove II\e to my
wit's end, fo r fear 1 should be eternally banished from the presence of that
God against whom I had so awfully sinned, and broke every precept in
his holy law. So I continued many days and many sleepless nights in this
dreadful state, fearing that a dismal hell would be my eternal portion, as I
had a sight of my ~deserts. But one morning, after passing a doleful
night, such as I cannot describe, my-feelings WEre unutterable, my hair
seemed to stand upright, and tears ran down my cheeks for the bitterness
of my soul j and the dear partner of my life was so alarmed, fearing what
was the matter, but I told her it would never be any better. I thought
the bed was sinking under me, and down I should go for ever, for the
Lord showed ~hat unless [ was saved by him I should never be saved at
all. And here he brought me to the place of stopping of mouths, and he
gave me to see that he could save, but I doubted of his willingness to save
one so vile, and the cry and desire of my soul was, Oh! that he would be
pleased to have mercy upon me; as I passed through my room I cast my
eye on the table, and saw one of Dr. Hawker's tracts, which particuhrly
struck my attention. ,. Jesus the Resurrection alld the Life," struck my
mind most forcibly;. the word Jesus was sweet to my soul. This gave me
a little hope, and my mind was directed to the Tabernacle, where Mr.
Bidder preaches; and all a Wednesday evening he took for his text the
third verse of the 44th Psalm, "For they got not the land in possession by
their own sword, neither did their own arm save them; but thy hand, and
thy arm, and the light of thy count~mance, because thou hadst.a favour
unto them." So he was led to show how the Lord did save his people;
and, speaking of their enemies, he quoted that Scripture, "Better that a
millstone where hanged about their neck, and be cast into the midst of the
sea, than offend one of my little ones;" and this seemed to take such an
effect upon my mind, that it took away what little hope 1 had before, for I
saw and believed then that the people which I had so much despised and
hated were the Lord's little ones, of whom he had been speaking j for I had
before hated the very place where they met, and thought that God was
unjust in taking one and leaving another, as those who worshipped there
contended for election and particular redemption. But now I was convinced I was wrong and they were right; and although my mind was condemned, I was not able to stay away from the place, and the following
Sunday evening I went again, when Mr. B. took his text from the eighth
chapter of the. Romans, and the ninth verse, "Now if any man have not
the spirit of Christ, he is none of his." This subject also condemned me,
IQ!" I feared I was one of those enemies he was speaking of. Oh! the feelil1&'.s of my mind were such that I could not restrain my tears even in the
chrtpel, still crying to the Lord for mercy, if he would be pleased to extend
it to \l.ne so unworthy. I was constrained to go again on the Sunday following'~and the text was the 22d verse of the 12th chapter of the first book
of Samu~l, " For the Lord will not forsake his people for his great name's
sake, becbuse it hath pleased the Lord to make you his people." He
preached fI!(m this in the morning and, afternoon, and the effect it had
upon my miThl was, Oh! that I may be one of his people, for I saw they
were a blessed\neople of whom he was speaking. So I went again in the
evening, and in\his prayer before sermon he requested the Lord that if
thEre was a poor ",?ul there labouring under conviction of sin, that this
night might be thiNlappy momont for such an one to be delivered. And
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well do I remember, as though it were but yesterday, what he said before
he gave out the words of his text. He said, " My friends, the text for you
this evening, which was not upon my mind when I left you \n the afternoon, is the 12th verse of the lOth chapter of Zechariah, "And I will
strengthen them in the Lord, and they shall walk up and down in his
name, saith the Lord." He first spoke of the children of God walking
down, and it seemed as though he looked me right in the face, and spoke
personally to me; he said, "Poor sinner! hast thou ever been brought
down to hell's dark door in thy feelings, fearing thou shalt surely be shut
inside for ever?" The words went to my very soul; for I thought, Yes,
here I am, the very man; thongh he knew nothing of me, for 1 had not
told anyone of my case. Then he spoke of such, that the Lord would
strengthen them, and they should walk up and down jn his name; and the
Lord made him the honoured instrument of delivering my poor soul from the
sore bondage which I had so long felt; for the sermon came with power,
so that I went home rejoicing that the Lord should be pleased to show
mercy to one so vile; for the blessed Spirit preached peace in my soul
through the precious blood of Christ, and I mourned over him who had
endured all that wrath due to my sins in his own dear body on the accursed
tree. So I went on for some time rejoicing; for old things were passed
away and all things were become new. Being in the company of a dear
sister in the Lord, to whom I related what the Lord had dope for my soul,
how he had brought me in guilty, and delivered me through blood divine,
she told me I should not have such joy all the way home; although I did
not discredit her words I could not tell what to make of it, for J thought
I should never doubt any more after such a marvellous display of love and
mercy. But I have Gince found her words to be true, and often do I think
of them, as it is now nearly ten years since; and the dear Lord has brought
me tbrough many sore conflicts and trials, both temporal and spiritual;
and though I am left to call ill question at times all that the Lord has
done for me, yet he doth at times come again and speak peace to my soul;
for only yesterday, under the preached word, I can truly say, "I sat
under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet unto my
taste;" which makes me sing with dear Mr. Kent" Indulgent God! how kind
Are all thy ways to me ;
Whose dark, benighted mind
Was enmity with thee.
Yet now subdued by sovereign grace,
My spirit longs for thine embrace."
Praying that you may have success in your labours of love for the
household of faith, I remain,
Yours, affectionately, in the Lord,
Yeovil.
S. F.

To the Editor uJ the Gospel Magazine.
BEI~ovED EDITOR,

I rejoice that the Lord enables you to hold on your way, and that you
adhere to your motto in comfortiug the living family of "the living God;"
who, in this dreary vale of sin and sorrow, are often cast down by manifold
temptations, indwelling corruptions, various afflictions, and mysterious dispensations; and therefore much need strong consolation administered, in order
that the wounds may be healed eaused by fiery darts, inward foes, needfu
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chastisements, and the maily adversaries which on either hand often cast down,
but, blessed be God, cannot uestroy, the soul that is living, amidst all its
changeability, on the unchangeable Jeho,vah. To such soul the word is precious, wheu by faith'they'can lay hold' of some sweet and comfortable words of
a covenant God, though walking in darkness, illld' without' that open manifestation of the Lord's gracious presence which in times past they enjoyed;
yet still they can trust, though not trace the Lord, and are led to say experi-'
mentally, "He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousuess in him" (Psalm
xcii.15). It is the, weak knees that require strengthening j that which is
driven away from the glorious truths of the Gospel in this" dark and c10ndy
day," by false teachers, needs bringing back, by di~playing the banner of the
great King, and announcing the. G.ospel feast to hungering, thirsting, longing,
fainting souls,jn the words of tbe ever-blessed Found.er, "Eat, 0 friends j
drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved", (Songs _of Solomon, v. 1). The
llands that hang down want holding up, by bringing forth from the word and
the testimony those gracious' props to gracious souls, the many" fear nots"
which the Holy Ghost hath recorded for the consolation of those whose" hope
the Lord is." And they are recorded no less than seventy times for the encouragement of God's tried ones, whom he brings through the fire in order to
pnrify, not destroy; 'that the wood, hay, and stubble may not accumnlate so as
to hinder sweet commnnion 'and fellowship with our dear Friend and Brother,
the Lord Jesus Christ, wh_o IS, in his person, blood, and merits, precious indeed. \Vhen we pass through the fire or the waters, he says, " I will be with
thee j" and he will not suffer the-flame to kindle upon ns to destroy our hope
or a singlE! grace of his own implantation; but will restore our <;omforts, briI;lg
again our joys, and make the qesert place rejoice, in believing his word, and
blossom as the rose, ie l~ving tohis glory j because of the refreshing. showers
of his grace; the south wind of his love blowing ip soft gales on the soul; the
.glorious Sun of Righteoqsness arising with his healing, warming, and fructifying beams on the renewed mind; and tbe dew of H ermon that descended on the
mountains of Zion, drops upon the heart throngh the influence of the Holy
Ghost, causing the spices to send forth a fragrant ,seen t, the vine to flourish,
and the pomegranates to bud, (Song of Solomon) vi. 11). This is, of a truth,
the time of refreshing from the presence of the Lord j and the season that
, Jesus comes down into his garden to eat his pleasant fruits j and we enjoy our
Beloved's presence, eating and drinking in his company, viewing him in his
person, work, righteousness, characters, and covenant relationship, to be all
that Solomon, nnder the'direction of the Holy Ghost, feelingly describes him in
the fifth Song, the tenth and following verses; summing np all in these words,
" He is altogether lovely." The b'essedness of it all is contained in one little
word in the next sentence-viz. MY; "This is MY Beloved, and this is MY
friend, 0 daughters of Jerusalem." This is the marrow of the" subject, and the
cream of the blessing, to know by faith that "My Beloved is mine and 1 am
bis;" and by blessed experience to lay hold on his word, feast on bis love, and
rejoice in his name. Without a saving, experimental knowledge of this precious
trnth-viz. " that Christ is 'mine," brought home to the heart by the power of
the Highest, no solid ,joys can arise, no real profit obtained from perusing the
word, attending ordinances, or receiving merely in the head the doctrines of
grace. All will be barren, empty, and vain, where Jesns is nc,t received by
faith, " A r~r:and rN all." Bnt, having Christ in us the hope of glory; we have
"all things richly to enjoy" treasured up in onr covenant Head; yea, durable
riches, and everlasting righteousness, stores of blessings, fnlness of joy, and at
his right hand pleasures for evermore. Having Christ, we have all things,
needful in time, and unspeakable blessings to all eternity. In Christ Jesus,
'God the, Father bles~ed us yvith all, spiritnal blessings in heaven ly places
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hefore the foundatiou of the world. Oh, what matchless love! what free, un·
merited grace! hath he bestowed upon ns, that we should be called t~e sons ·of
God, and made ns partakers of his great salvation, Wll0 have trample4 on the
bosses of his bnckler, and lifted up the puny arm of hostility against his name
and laws. But he is rich in mercy, and it is a great mercy he is; for where
can we go to, but to him, in time of distress now, and he is as rich in mercy
still as he was, when pursued by th.e avenger of blood we flew to the" little
city," and for the first time knew what true peace meant, for there was pa;rdon
revealed through Jesus' rich, atoning blood. Our dear Friend is the same
from everlasting to everlasting, and loveth at all times. Nothing can turn his
love into hatred, for he saith, " I have loved thee with an everlasting love"
(Jer. xxxi. 3). Will not this constrain our souls to love him in return? as
the beloved Apostle maintains, in his first Epistle, fonrth chapter, and nineteenth verse, " We love him because he fh-st loved us i" and will not this love,
shed abroad in our· hearts by the Holy Ghost, constrain us to lov~, honour,
serve, and obey? Certainly it will i and that in true simplicity, holy fear, godly
sincerity, and great joy of heart. If our obedience springs not from love to
God, it will be servile, unprofitable, and vain; for then we are yet in our sins,
under the law, and, consequently, under its curse. All spiritual fruits spcing
from being in Christ, and flow out through Christ being formed in the heart
the hope of glory. Jesus is King and Priest upon his throne, and in these
characters he is set forth by the two olive trees, which, through the golden
pipes, empty the golden oil out of themselves iuto the golden bowl, the cburch;
thus supplying all his redeemed and regenerated ones from his inexhaustible
fulness, for the Spirit was poured out upon him without measnre. He was
anointed King and Priest, and the two olive trees were declared by the angel
to be the two anointed ones that stand by the Lord of the whole earth CZech.
iv.14). ,.ve may go to him often, Md receive abundalltly, but can never
diminish aught of his grace, love, and mercy; for he is a spring that never
faileth, an ocean that never drietJr. up, bu t is ever brimful of hiessings, and
aboundeth with mercies temporal, spiritual, and eternal.
Oh! may we oft go to him in times of tribulation, and, casting our naked,
helpless souls entirely upon him, be enabled to receive, through the Lord the
Spirit's teaching and power, grace for grace, out of the fulness of tlie adorable
God-Mau and Mediator, Christ Jesus the Lord, in who!1l are hid all treasures
of wisdom, knowledge, and strength. Oh! could I bnt live more on his promises, be more thankful for numerous favonrs received, and show forth the
praises of my covenant God more in all things than I do, is the desire of my
inmost heart.
The Lord, even God the Fathllr, bless thee aud keep thee, dear Editor.
The Lord, even Jesus, make his face to ~hine upon thee, and be gracious unto
thee. The Lord, even the Holy Ghost, lift up his countenance npon thee, and
give thee peace. Amen. So prays
y onrs, in the Lord Jesus,
ELIHu.
Bethersden.

To the Editor of the Gospel ~Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND, THE EDITOR,
_
As we begin to understand each other a little better, and you seem· rather
inclined to bear with the old man's injirmities, it gives a zest to my almost
_superannuated frame, and I could almost persuade myself there was a retur.n
to youth; bnt the care-worn wrinkle, with the silver locks, and the leaning so
heavily npon my staff, loudly proclaim the feeble knees; and, thongh shaken
with age, I shake more with sorrow on account of the t~uly appalling state of
the Lord's Zion. I cry, dear Editor, in the strong language of the weeper,
K
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"0 mother, alas! that ever thou didst bear me a brawler and rebuker of the
whole land" (Jer. xv. 10), (old Bible). But who can look on and not be
moved? I 'would that young Elihus. as bottles wanting vent, would come
forth; in their absence, " thy servant will go a little way over Jordan with the
king, and then turn back again, that I may die in mine own city and be buried,
and buried by the grave of my father and my mother" (2 Sam. xix. 36, 37).
And nOw, dear Editor, to the subject. From the kindness of a fellow-traveller, I was favoured with the loan of his newspaper. Hope no one will condemn
me for such things; but it is not always that friends want their shoes clouted,
and then I amuse myself by picking up shreds, which, in genera-I, are burnt by
the inmate of the stall. In this case I have not done so, but forward· them to
you, hoping that yon will make'known to your readers what is going on in the
land, and among those who ought to be our Protestent bulwarks. In my last
your attention was drawn to the notorious charge of the Bishop of London,
which has caused the Vatican of Rome to resound with triumph, and to secure
for the resident of Fulham the palace of the Lollards, should he have to travel
by way of Rome to it. Now comes in the Bishop of 'Exeter, whl', iu addition
to all former exploits, has withdrawn his licence from the Rev. J. Babb, of Plymouth, who, as a true son of the church, declared his intention of warning any
of his congregation against the pernicious heresy of the Oxford Jesuits. For
more than twenty years has Mr. Babb been a firm defender of the scriptural
doctrines of our church, anll was, in the early part of his ministry, curate to
the late Dr. Hawker, of blessed memory. Do not these thiugs make you
tremble? And will they not, think you, be followed by others of a similar
nature? I sometimes am so nervl)us as to think that my ejectment from the
stall will be through the agency of Rome, for all the ground is papistical.
:From the higher dignities I turn to a lower order of the church, and it
would hardly be thought possible that we should find anyone in Her ranks ,so
lost to all sense of decency as to be found advocates for the false and notorious
:Mahomet.
.
" W AKEFn:LD MECHANICS' INSTll'UTION.-On Monday last, the large Hall
of the above-named institution was again visited by a large audience. to hear a
lecture from the Rev. Dr. W olff, on the History and Character of Mahomet.
He traced his course with a masterly hand, exhibited him amid all his difficulties aud dangers, showing that he was not the vile, deliberate impostor which
the world had hitherto represented him to be, but one who possessed an ardent,
and enthusiastic soul, with a genius capable of forming out of the rude, stubborn, and unfashioued mind of the wild Arabs a nature more sensitive, acute,
and usefnl than the one they previously possessed; and, although there was
much in Mahomet and Mahometanism that the Christian laments over, yet
there is sufficient reason to prove to the earnest, thinking mind, that he was
not a dishonest workman. The Rev. Dr. concluded his remarks by noticing
that there was m.uch similitude between his religiou and the misnamed philosophyof France in the 18th centnry. At the same time he proved the necessity
of ev'ery man being unprejudiced in attempting to estimate the character of
man, especially of Ml1-homet."
Y et this is' done, and no one found honest euough to uotice it, or draw the
Bishop's attentiou, or to invoke his ire, so that he might withdraw his licenee
from the guilty party. No; this would not strike the Puseyite Dagon; it
would uot be followed by a Cauon's stall. It is recorded of the good old Bess,
as she is called, that she threatened to ul1,!Tock a bishop if he did not yield
compliance. Well would it be if it were so now. Bnt onr Queen, God bless
her, is, I fear, kept ignorant of these things; and sorry am I, in myoid age,
'to find that a Protestant Queen prefers worshipping in her private chapel
-rather than the gate of the Lord's house.
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I did intend sending yon a few more'sh1'eds, gathered from the mnmmery of
our services as now in many places conducted, but I will reserve them for a
future paper, though not with a hope that things will be better. No, no l' the
gold is changed, is the belief of

From my Stall, Amen Coml31'.

CRISPIN.

CORRESPONDENCE OF THE LATE YOUTHFUL
H. A. HARRIS.
LI>TTER.

XV.-To

MR.

J-- S--.

My DEAR FR.IENDS,

I must ask you to excuse my not writing to you before. \Vednesday I
was ill, Thursday I was out, Friday I was very ill, Saturday I was out. I
fear you have not such good excuses for not writing to me. You might have
written a few lines. I suppose while I am writing this, one of you at least is.
telling of the love of Christ to rebel man, aud poiuting to the efficacy of his
atonpment as the security of the promised possession. May we he built upon
him as our Rock, secure and everlasting. We must indeed know our interest
in Christ before we can partake of those joyous pleasures which spring as
buds from the tree of Golgotha, or rather, from the Prince of Life who was
crucified thereon. I am stronger as to my body, which you will be glad to
hear; and oh! that I could say that the promise, "They that wait on the
Lord shall wax stronger and stronger,"· was fulfilled in my soul; or even that
the Holy Spirit would enable me to "wait upon the Lord" with an humble
earnestness, that I might obtain mercy and find grace to help me under the
insidious, comfort-qu.enching temptations of the merciless adversary. He indeed seems to long to mark me for his own; but I trust in the great Captain,
by whom I hope to be more than a conqueror over Satan, self, and sin;
although each at times seems to shout victory over me. We are truly impotent creatures, and sometimes our merciful Lord withdraws his omnipotence,
lest we should forget to look to the Strong for strength. May he keep you and
I in himself, until he brings us to our final habitation, and we shall indeed
have cause to sing"Let Satan rage, let tempests lour,
Christ is our Saviour, Rock, and Tower,
In Him our souls delight;
He cleans'd us from our filthiness,
He clothed us in his righteousness,
We're precious in his sight."
Amidst trials of business, temptations without and corruptions within, may
we each be lookiug to Jesus as our Redeemer, and enjoying those sweet
manifestations of his covenant love, which melt the heart to a holy submissiveness to all his dispensations, however dark and mysterious. And in trials
from the church, remember that the great Head of the church will not suffer
you to be tempted above that you are able to bear.
"Though painful at present, 'twill cease before long,
And then oh how pleasant the conqueror's song."
May you live in the bosom of your Lord, and taste his love, which sweetens
every cross, until the solemn moment when your souls shall leave corruptio
and dwell with Christ in heaven. Until then and after I remain,
Your jlffectionate
,
Sept. 25, 1836.
HARRY.
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To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR BROTHER IN THB LORO,

.As your iutention of introducing the portraits of those faithful of our
blessed Redeemer must be hailed with pleasure and delight by the faithful few
left in this land, and who, at this eventful period, are anxiously watching the
footsteps of their heavenly Father in the deep and mysterious workings of his
divine providence, in the marvellous events which are daily unveiling to our
,-iew, ] hope you will not forget to intro;>duce the portraits of the following faithful servants of our God and his Christ, who, though dead, yet speak in their
writings to many of the poor of the Lord's family, who are at this moment
scattered abroad in this land, especially in this county, where the true Gospel
is not tu be heard from the pulpit, but who are obliged to meet together ou the
Lord's day, and read for their spiritual comfort and consolation the writings of
Dr, Goudwin, Dr. Gill, Samuel Eyles Pierce, William Wales Home, WilIiam
Mason, John Ne,\-tou, &c., &c.; and who eagerly wait the arrival of your
Magazine, to comfort and cheer their drooping spirits amid the God-dishonouring, Christ-despising day in which we live.
.
I hope I ha"e not made too great a request; if I have, favour us with S, E.
Pierce, who was a minister in this town and county for many years, aud whose
miuisterial labours were made a blessing to many. l\lay God the Holy Spirit
bless .you and your Magaziue to all- the mourners in Zion into whose hanus it'
may come; may he long continue you as a faithful servant in his service, is
the ferven t desire of
Yours, truly, in the I"ord,
Tl'UTa.

JAMES

W.

[It is our intention to respond to the wishes of our correspondent. Tli-;' portraits
of those,good and gracious men, whose names he has mentioned, will appear as.
soon as previous arrangements will allow.-ED,J

, To an aged Fl·iend.
DE~R FRIE)';D AND' BROTHER IN THE LORD,
I often have you in remembrance, as one whom I believe the Lord loveth,
and hath made himself known to your immortal Spirt, in pardoning mercy; 'and
here, dear friend, you and I have great cause to hide our faces in the dusI before Him, for this discovery he wrougbt in our hearts, He told his disciples
when with them in the Oesh, and he tells us no less so now; "Because I live,
)'OU shall live also."
And this' is the life :which sin and death, the devil and
hell, can never dest.roy, Our lllany years travel in the wilderness has proved
the t.ruth thereof, and it is alie of Satan to say to the conlral'y ; it is the same in
our wi,cked, deceitful, evil hearts to deny it, and the weakness of the flesh
-under tI,e hidings of God's face, which causes us to disbelieve, stagger, doubt, and
fear, whir.h through the body of death in oUl'selves are made to groan and go in
bonuage. Nolwithstanding all this, Jesus said, and, blessed be his dear name,he
says so still," Because I live, you shall live also;" the living Head, and living
members are both one, and this union aud perfection of Christ, and his dear
tried and tempted bride (as Vine and branches) shall for ever prove more tban a,
match against all-hell; it is but one life, and one head of blessed influence,
"Christ in us the hope of glory," The deatb and darkness, the affliction and sor.
row; the daily inward evil we are in the flesh the subjects of, is derived from
another quarter, and comes to us tbrough fallen Adam; but deal' old
Paul said, " The life that I live in fhejlesh, is by the faith of tbe Son of God,"
and it is a hidden life with, and in tire dear familYJ·thou~hmanifest .through faith,
to be ,. Hid with Christ in God," "He will show me the way of life," and
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again he said, " I am the resurrection, and the life;" "I give unto my sheep'
eternal life, and they shall never perish," but flesh and blood, cal'Dality, and the
bondage of the natural man within us, cannot inherit this life; the carnal Jews
told the Lord they were in bondage to no one, but God's people have daily to
groau under the cruel bondage of the flesh,
" They feel their fetters aBd their load."
Wretchedness through the inbein~ of sin, is what forms my gl'eat burden,
so that ,. I cannot do the things I would," but I need not write on these matters, you know enough of it yourself, however death and deathlike feelings are
on our side, but life is with the Lord; and it is better when such old Pil~rims
as you and I, can talk a little about Christ, being born into onr hearts, and
hy divine grace are enabled to press through the crowd to himfor life, and salva.
tion from all our enemies. Aye, you may say t.his is all fine talking, I know
these thin~s are so, butI can do nothing towards my release; true, dear brother,
hut had old Jacob, after he had heard there was corn in Egypt, not have sent
<.IolI'n after some, he would have been starved; and his beloved Joseph wonld not
l,ave been made known to his brethren, and the wag~ons would never have come
to take away the stuff; and himself would nevel' have been brought into the
land of Goshen. All this is "working together," by which the life is sustaintd,
and drawn out-befol'e the' Lord of the land, in whose presence we live, becanse
he lives also, I well know what a grumbling, discontented, r.lurmuring, rehel.
lious tribe all God,'s people are. Yet, these are living sonls, blessedly and
c,arefully watched over night and day"lest anyone shonld harm them. 0 that
iJ lIlay please Him, OUl' covenant .God in Chris,t, to gi,ve yon and me a fresh view
of himself, that in life we may feel liveliness and strength spiritual, to live to his
glory, and to walk in t,he perfection of himself. I am confident there is no happiness in living or looking to ourselves, nor yet to expect comfort, or real peace
in any bod" or any thing short of Chl'ist, who is the believer'S life; friends are
but' broken reeds, and all earthly props fall short nf life, to the mind who wants
Christ, and withont him no blessing can be enjoyed. For" the first man, which
is flesh, is of the earth, earthy, the'second is the Lord' from heaven;" and those
whn are united to Him, <,an find no heaven bnt in Him, and he will have no
gods before him; and every idol mnst perish before the soul can say" whom
have I in heaven but thee!" precious inquiry-the earth is corrupt and full of
evil, and every thought in this earthly heart is polluted and tends downward, andstands opposed to the Lord's will. And, nnder the carnal influence of this
fleshiy mind, who can commit his wa.y to the Lord, trust in him, and wait till he
brings it to pass! A Christian man often feetis npou ashes, and a deceived.
heart carries him ast"ay from God; and though he has to go into the belly of
hell for his folly, still will the Lord say to him, in restoriug mercy," Because I
live, you shall live also;" and in consequence of this blessed divine favour, he
looks again towards the holy temple.
Your last letter I received, breathing the same sad complaints against yourself-a poor, sleepy, dark, and forlorn creatuI'e, full of bondage in your soul, and
putting away from you all the good and blessed thinKS which are YOUI' own.
Yea, with vour'own hands you have 'cast the tackling overboard, and thrown
the wheat into the sea. Yes, dear brother, in this dark weather I am not surprised at what the flesh will d,o.' 'Tis the delight and malice of the devil to per-.
suade yon to take his opiate lulling pills: to my sorrow I know what effect they
have upon the spiritual constitution. May the 'Lord be gracIou~ly pleased to
open our ears to insttuction" and give us the sealing evitience in our souls
that his forbearance and" long-suffering is salvation," though our natu'ra1 prone7,
ness is to adhere to this devil within, this infei'nal quack, whose whul'e study is'
to poison and kill us altogether, 01' at'least-to divert us from our steadfast hope
of believing. If I had room I wonld write you what labels he puts upon, the
bottles in which are contained the many stupifying d,'aughts he so artfullY'
administers to us in our frenzy. 0, how has the devil aimed at your and my
destruction in these things, tormenting ns these many' years past!. But yet,
secretly, the Lord has whispered into his hateful ear, when 'he was about to
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accomplish his object," Spare his life;" and here we have lived to prove, as
miracles of grace, that" devils are subject to him," and they have fallen like
Ii~htning before him, and every wave and billow has been still, and trouble has
disappeared. "Because I live you shall live also," to prove my delivering
mercy. But 0, for that day to come when we shall have immediate fellowship
with the Lamb in his unfading glory, to our immortal joy, and he for ever free
from sin and death! It may not be far distant-the moment is fast approaching
-the victory is sure! Let us not sleep as do others, but rather say," Come,
Lord Jesus, come quickly." The same God that gives the desire, the same
blessed Spirit fan it into a Oame, and help us to live upon his fulness " till our
change come." ·Whatdoes it matter what anyone thinks of you or me? We
shall never be judged by mortals, and as to professed brethren casting me off, I
neither stand nor fall in their affections or censures. A way with such little
puddling tribunals. I know if my grave is not perfumed with the promise of
God, I shall never" wake up in his likeness;" and all the ill-will and ill.
speeches of my fellow-men can never send me to hell; for I am enabled to
believe Christ died to redeemme, and says he, " Because I live you shall live
also." We live in an age of scandal, because we follow not in and with the
multitude. And the nearer they come to the truth, the greater the cheat;
and many of the Lord's followers are caught in this snare, while death is in the
pot.
H I had to stand alone to-morrow, and was wholly forsaken, I would rather
do it than say" A confederacy." I have no room to mention temporals, though
I am yet in the midst of gl'eat anxiety-and u~der gl'eat searchings of heart on
these trying particulars. How is it with my friend, who art fed, warmed, and
clothed day by day, and know but little of the pelting rain and cold winds
blowing ·upon him? The compliments of the season is," I wish you a merry
(;hristmas ;" but never say how Christ lives in the soul. And as to the new
year's blessing they are complete strangers.
Farewell, dear brother. God bless you. Thus ends our correspondence
for 1842.
J. U.
Essex.
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'fHOUGHTS ON THE NEW YEAR-1843.

"J esUS Christ the same yesterday, to.day, and for ever."-Heb. xiii. 8.
THE tale of minutes, hours, and days, and months,
Again is told; and the Earth's revolving globe
Has sped her way around the cause of light
And heat; and warns us of the closing year.
Three solar periods have gone by since last
We hail'd its coming; and, before the fourth
Is clos'd, shall pass into Eternity!
What power has stay'd Earth's course, and kept her back
From stretching on, through the infinitude
Of space? What power impels her annual path,
And draws her round her Orb? What power withholds
Her, in her rapid race, f!"Om rushing to
The burning bosom' of the sun? A power
Unseen, 'tis true, by mortal eye, prescribes
The path. This Planet, vast;-whose magnitude
The mind cannot embrace-(in universe
A speck)-rolls on her way, unheeded by
The millions that torment her surface;
Dig (to her very centre if they could),
And toil, and toil, with labour, forc'd by want,
Or avaricious grasp, to feed and feast
Their fellow-men; supply their need, and add
To luxury's ravenous cry. What power perverts
.... Creation's gift to man ?-" the last"-" the best-"
The only intellectual part of God's
Creating power? Pause-for a moment pause,
To trace the hand that form'd the Universe!_
Imagination, active as it is,
Is lost-amazed-confounded at the thought.
The host of heaven pursue their wond'rous course
In perfect harmony; and order reigns
Supreme.. Omnipotent the power that guides,
Upholds; what neither eye nor thought eau reach.
Sin-yes, 'twas sin that tainted this, our earth,
And brought a curse where blessings had been shower'd.
Sin st.iIl remains" the cause of all our woe: "
And sin had sunk the whole of Adam's race
To hell, if Mercy's voice had not the arm
Of Justice stay'd :--Mercy, sweet Mercy, stay'd
The just-the avenging rod :-The Olive-branch
Of Peace appear'd ;-the golden sceptre was
Held out ;-our sinning Father touch'd the top,
And lived! In Hope's fair breast a mystic seed
Was placed ;-a folded bud for faith :-'twas Love,
Eternal Love, devis'd the wondrous plan.
Hope's bud expanded as the years roll'd on.
Faith still believ'd the promise; and beheld,
Though dimly seen, the seed that lay conceal'd.
The Fathers died in Faith; and saw, though ~il'd
In types and shadows, THE MESSIAH. Time
Moves on; and Judah, blind with sin, and chain'd,
And fetter'd by the Potentates of Earth,
Expects a temporal King-a strong Deliverer.
But some are wise, and understand :-Hope's bud
Is opening fast; and faith seems almost lost
In sense :-a star is seen; and praise is heard.
That leads to Bethlehem, and this proclaims
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" Glory to God, and peace on earth, good.\vill
To man." But Faith is not yet swallow'd up
In ,sight. A babe.is seen, of woinan born:
But Faith-adoring, praising-hails a King;
Worships a Saviour--" Christ the Lord." Hope's bud
Expapds, and Faith beholds the promis'd seed,
'With mortal eye. Yet still some" folds" remain'd
To be" unfolded.'.' . Now the vail is rent;
And Bethlehem's Babe has liv'd-has suffer'd-diedAnd rose again ;-for ever lives: and Faith
Beholds a God reveal'd.. How wonderful
Creation's works! " How far surpassing thought"
Th'e power that form'd, that guides, upholds, and rules,
A multitude of worlds L But 'when we think
On sinners sav'd,-rebellious man brought near
To God ;-Redemption's wO!,k-!-Redeeming Love!
When these our thoughts' employ ; we sink to earth ,,We rise to heaven'; t. an:d.grace, free grace, demands
Eternal praise; 'and love ~hould fill our hearts.
But, blessed Spirit, thine the work to change
These hearts of stone. Without thy work; without
Converting gra~e,.rebellious man rejects
E'en Mercy's voice.• - .The golden sceptre is
Held out in vain ; arid Pride, the first-ripe fruit
Of sin, envelop'4 in its self. spun garb..
Of creature-righteousness, attempts ,to gain
God's favour, with polluted offerings
Of earthly gifts: it will not stoop to touch
The'lower'd sceptre; and the .01ive-br311ch
Of Peace would droop and die; if all weieJeft;
With N"ture's blinded'will, to come, in: God's
Appointed way. 'Nat"re elitirely
•
Rejects the creature-humbling doctrine's of
The Cross: or strives to creep to heaven by paths
Most pleasing to the flesh: but this is not
The way the God of, Holiness decreed.
Yes, Holy SpIrit, thine the work, to form,
Within .the heart of man, the love of God;
And thine to show the damning power of Sin.
.:And thou alone reveal'st to sin-sick souls,.
A Crucified Redeemer; pard'ning blood,
And glorious garment of salvation. Thine
To carry on the work hegun; and lead
In patns of sweet adopting. love.. Jesus,
We glory in thy finish'd work-thy CrossThy Love-tby Grace~tby Life-thy Truth-thy Way.
Hope"s bud, which lay conceal'd in Paradise,
.
Has open'd to our view; and Faith now waits
The full fruition of thy Love; and through
The boundless ages of Eternity;
When years shall be no more; thy Church,
Complete in Thee, and call'd in Time, shall see
In One, Creation's God !-Redemption's God!
A quick':lling God! Hope fully ripe; Faith's folds
Unfolded; lost in sight; expire in
The Heart of Love i and Praise shall sound from all
The ransom'd race, with Glory! Glory! to
The Lamb for ever!
A RECLUSE.
December, 1842.
t In Christ.
" In ourselves;

