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THE FEAR OF DEATH.
" And deliver them who through fear of. death were all their lifetime subject to
bondage."-HEB. ii. 15.
MANY of our readers are the' subjects of the fear of death. Their condition is
aptly described by the Apostle, who declares such, as above, to be " allltheir lifetime subject to bondage." It haunts them like a spectre wherever they go, and
however they may be engaged. It is a continuous burden, and weighs down
their spirits beyond expression. " How will it be with thee in the swellings of
Jordan?" is a question 'that seems, as it were, to divest them of every particle
of strength.' Satan, that arch enemy and accomplished student of our 'poor
fallen hU1I)anity, knows well, from'long and careful observation, their weak point,
and here he makes his assault. Such suffer a thousand deaths in anticipation of
the one; and we believe that, almost without exception, when such really come
to the river's brink, they are far less fearful than many who have scarcely given
the subject a thought; and how is this? It is because they continue to realize,
what during their pilgrimage they had continuously experienced, that ,the Lord is
still what He ever has been-JEHovAH-JIREII-the Lord will see and provide.
What child of God has not, in every perplexity, difficulty, or sorrow,proved Him
to be so? The greater the extrem,ity, the more marked and manifest the interposition of an Almighty hand. The more abs\illute and intense the creatureweakness, the more obvious and blessed the divine succour and sustaining. No
forfeiture of the divine promise, nor failure of divine power, all the chequered
course of the wilderness, but wisdom, grace, and help so communicated as to
ratify and confirm the covenant: "Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as
thy days so shall thy strength be." " Thy place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks; thy bread shall be given thee, thy waters shall be, sure."
Now this llaving been realized by the weakest, the most timid and trembling
of the Lord's dear children, through all their pilgrim journey, such shall-such
must of necessity-continue to realize the same divine presence and power;. for
of ';vhat avail would it be, had the Lord been to His people all that they could
possibly need during their pilgrimage, and then to fail them or to forsake them
at its close? Such were to mock them. Such were to deceive as well as disappoint. Nay, such is not the manner of our God. His acts are worthy of
Himself! His covenant oath and His covenant name are at stake. And? could
His people see it, they would blessedly discover that every deliverance in telaE
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tion to their daily passage through the wilderness, fraught as it is with trial il1l(l
tell1ptation each day and hour, is only a pledge and an earnest of their sure and
certain victory over death, hell, and the grave. No wisdom or strength of their
own had ever availed them amid the" deaths oft" which on their wilderness
WlIY they had encountered.
In regard to every stage and every step of the
journey, they had had abundant reason,to exclaim, with respect to the mercies
that had marked the same, "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, hut unto Thy
name give glory, for Thy mercy, and for Thy truth's sake." Since, then, they
have ol'er been dependants upon divine grace, and paupers upon divine mercy,
what more or less can they be, in meeting the last enemy? In a sense, the fear
of death arises from a misapprehension of how matters really stand 'between God
and the soul. The very sense of weakness, vileness, and utter unworthiness, if
rightly applied, will only tend to dispel our fear of death. Why? Because
we may thus reasonably and scripturally argue: \Yell, if I, a poor, sinful, hell.i1eserving worm, without a single particle of strength, wisdom, or goodness, have
been brought on, and on, and on, even until now; and, if I dare not ascribe in
the least possible iota my being so led, and nourished, and delivered to any but to
the sovereign, gracious, ::md omnipotent power of J ehovah, may) not construe my
being what I am, and where I am, into an assurance-an carnest-a pledge, that
He who" hf"th delivered, and cloth deliver, will' still deliver;" that He will be
mindful of His engagement, "The Lord .will give grace, and He will givc
glory; and no good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly?"yea, may I not gratefully and even joyfully sing" He that helped me hitherto,
Will help me all my journey through;
And daily give 'me cause to raise
New Ebenezers to His praise."
" His love in times past forbids me to think,
He'll leave me at Jast in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review,
Confirms His good .pleasure to help me quite through."
"Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given; .
More happy, but not more'SeC!ire,
The glorified spirits in heaven?"
. 'rhe siJbject of the fear of death has been one of late much upon our mind.
One of our beloved readers, in particular, has been so long and so intensely
exercised with it, that we would affectionately commend her case to the attention of our readers generally. ,Ve would entreat the Lord that a spirit of
grace and supplication may be poured out upon them on her behalf. We long
to see her, if the Lord will, delivered from this fear. We doubt ~10t that she
will realize abundant strength, and peace, and satisfaction, in 'the dark valley;
but we venture to hope it may please the Lord to give her some sweet
sight of Himself hy precious faith, ere she reaches the river, We long to see
bel' coming forth in blessing and praise, testifying to His gracious sovereign acts
as her Daysman and Deliverer; singing as she journeys, "The Lord is my
strength and song; He also hath become my salvation."
'We have, had, for some months, a work passing t.hrough the press, and which
is now well nigh completed, entitled,_" BIBLE LIVES AND BmLE L~~SSONS; OR,
GLEANINGS ItRO,M'THE BOOK OF GENESIS." rrhe work has been written under
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pressure, aull when the heart has heen permitted to vellt its grief and its
anguish before the Lonl on paper. Some of the seasons of writing have been
so special and so sacred, as to lead us to hope the work was not written for
one's own sake alone, but for the glory of God, and the good of many precious
souls, when the writer shall be no more. As the case to which we have alluded,
i\1 regard to the fear of death, was much pressing upon the mind whilst writing
one or'two of the chapters, we have resolved to quote the following from the
work in question, and we pray God that the subject may be brought home with
the demonstration of the Spirit and with power. God grant that it may prove
to be a word in season to many a poor tempest-tossed, Satan-worried, soul; ancl
a covenant God shall have all the glory and the praise.
. The annexed quotation is from· chapter xix. of BIBLE LIVES AND BIBLE
LESSONs:-

•

i

(

"Wll dwelt a little in our last chapter upon the fear of death, and endeavoured to
show, upon the ground of J ehovah's covenant engagements, in His threefold character,
why there WIlS no real cause for the believer's being the subject of this fear. And
yet it is so natural-so few, comparatively speaking, of the children of God but what
are, more or less, thc subjects of this fear-that it makes us additionally anxious to
dwell a litUe morc upon this point, hoping as we do that the Lord may, in mercy,
make Wlll\t we lll~Y be led to write instrumeJltal in cheering the heart and dispelling
the fears of those who may thus suffer.
" Now, by reference to the epistle to the Hebrews, we find that one part-and an
essential part, too-of the work of Christ, was to meet the condition of those who
were the subjects of the fear of death. In the 2nd of the Hebrews and lOth verse, it
eays: ':J!;or it became Him, for. whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in
bringing many sons unto glory, to make the Captain of their salvation perfect through
sufferings.' Again, in the 8th and 9th verses of the same chapter, it is recorded:
'Thou hast put all things in subjection under His feet. For in that He put all
things in subjection under Him, He left nothing that is not put under Him. But
now we see not yet all things put under Him. But we see Jesus, who was made a
little lower than the angels for t he suffering of death, crowned with glory and
honour; that He hy the grace of God should taste death for every man.' God
forbid that we should say anything derogatory to the name and honour of our most
glorious Christ; but is it not clear, that, when Jesus the mighty God-one with the
]'ather and the Eternal Spirit, co-equal and co-eternal-left His throne.in glory, and
came here below to tabernacle in our flesh, 'made of a woman, made under the law,
that He might redeem them that were under/he law,' He took upon Him our sinless
infirmities? Yea, more, He placed Himself in the position of a learner; for so it is
written, 'Though He were a Son (or the Son of tlie eternal God), yet learned He
obedience by the things which He suffered; and being made perfect.' How! the
immaculate Son of God made perfect? Not perfect as implying imperfection in His
nature, because if He were in the leastwise tainted with sin, He could not offer a
vicarious sacrifice. He must offer for Himself, and not absolutely and exclusively
for the sins of His people, as their Daysman, Substitnte, and Redeemer. But He
was 'made perfect' in the accomplishment, development, and opening out of His mediatorial and substitutionary character, in His covenant engagements to do as well
as to suffer for and on the behal.f of His people. Christ was not only to die, but to
liv~ for His people here in the time-state. He was to serve as well as to suffer. He
was to work out;, actively, a righteousness which is 'unto all and upon all them that
believe,' according to that glorious testimon,y, 'What the law could not do, in that
it was weak through the flesh, God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that the righteousness of the law
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit' (Rom. viii.
3, 4). But He was to die also-here was His passive obedience. He was to die
even the ignominious death of the cross, in order in His person, and by His one
offering, to atone for-yea, to 'perfect for ever them that are sanctified.' Hence
Christ, in the accomplishment of His work, was' made perfect,' as a Saviour. As
E 2
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He Himself declared, when adlrcssing His Fatller, 'I have glorified Thce on thc
earth: I have finished the work which Thou gavest me to do.'
"Now witll regard to death, the Apostle distinctly affirms, 'The sting of death is
sin, and the strength of sin is the law.' Hence an essential part of the work of
Christ was to destroy death-that is, so to divest it of strength and power as to
render it harmless. And such, we contend, is the c<tse, as far as the redeemed are
concerned. This, we pray God, He will make us to prove from His own precious
word. Speaking by the prophet Hosea, thc Lord says, 'I will ransom them from
the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death: 0 death, I will be thy
plagues; 0 grave, I will be thy destruction: repentance shall be hid from mine
eyes' (Hosea xiii. 14). Then with respect to His bein~ , made perfect,' or the carrying into execution His own pre-ordained work, we read in the last five verses of the
second of the Hebrews: 'Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh
and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same; that through death He
might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them
who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For verily He
took not on Him the nature of angels; but He took on Him the seed of Abraham.
Wherefore in all thing'S it behoved Him to he made like unto His brethren, that He
might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make
reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that He Himself hath suffered being
tempted, He is able to succour them that are tempted.'
'
" We ask, therefore, what was involved in this work? What had Christ to undergo in thc accomplishment of it? We answer, that, though He had no sin in Him
(we have alread,y shown that had He not been' holy, harmless, undefiled, separatc
from sinners,' His work would have bcen neutralized), yet He had sin. upon lIim.
He stood beneath this ponderous weight, and became wholly and solely responsible
for the sin and for the condemnation of His redeemed. He stood accountable for
them. He pledged Himself to be answerable for them. He sought their entire and
eternal discharge upon the ground of His own service and sacrifice. Hc en~aged to
live for them and to die for them. In doing so, He took their nature into UlUOn with
His divinc nature, and became the subject of all their sinless infirmities, for (as we
have seen) 'it behoved Him to be made like unto His brethren;' to be 'in alt points
telllpted like as we are, yet without sin.'
"Now-we believe in these infirmities were included the fear of death. Wc have
already iutimated that we tremble at the thought of advancing anything derog-ltory to
our glorious Cln'ist; but we cannot think that we dishonour Him by stating I hat ne
in His own person, as the Head and Representative of His body the Chm'ch, was thc
snbject of the fear of death.
"Let us, by way of confirmation, turn to the Psalms, in most of which Christ was
either the speaker or the spoken of or to. Look at the 22nd Psalm, about which
there cannot be the slightest doubt that it is the language of Chri~t:', inaslllllch as
some were tbe very words He expressed upon the cross: '1 am J?oured out like
water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it IS melted in the
midst of my bowels. My strengt.h is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth
to my jaws; and Thou hast brought me into .the dust of death. For dogs bave compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and
my feet. I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me.' Whence this, but
frcm the intense anguish of His soul? 'l'he wrath of God was poured out upon Him,
as the Substitute of His redeemed; and, whilst enduring this, He combated all the
horrors entailed not merely by natural but by eternal death. Again, look at the 40th
Psalm: 'Withhold not Thy tender mercies from me, 0 Lord: let Thy lovingkindness
and Thy truth continually preserve me. For innumerable evils have compassed me
about: mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to look up;
they are more than the hairs of mine head: therefore my heart f'aileth me. Be pleased,
o Lord, to deliver me: 0 Lord, make haste to help me.' What is this but c8r:oes1"
. importunate entreaty, under a sense of anguish and apprehension? Again, in the
69th Psalm, Christ is undoubtedly the speaker: 'Save me, 0 God; for the waters are
come in upon my soul. I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing: I am come
into decp waters, whena.the floods overflow me. I am weary of my crying: my throat
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is dried; mine eyes fail while I wait for my God. They that hate me without a came
are more than the hairs of mine head: they that would destroy me, being mine
enemies wrongfully, are mighty :-tllen I restored that which I took not away. 0
God, Thou knowest my foolishness; and my sins are not hid from Thee." Here
Christ was speaking as the Substitute and Representative of His people. Their sin
(margin, guiltiness) was laid upon Him. He was answerable, and therefore cried out
under the weight and enormity of them. Is not the 14th verse expressive of fear?
'Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not sink: let me be delivered from them that
hate me, and out of the deep waters/ Observe also the ardour of His entreaties:
'Hear me, 0 LJrd: for Thy lovingkindness is good: turn unto me according to the
, multitude of Thy tender mercies. Aud hide not Thy face from Thy servant; for I
am in trouble: hear me speedily. Draw nigh unto my soul, and redeem it: deliver
me because of mine enemIes. 'fhou hast known my reproach, and my shame, and my
dishonour: mine adversaries are all before Thee. Reproach hath broken my heart:
and I am full of heaviness: and I looked for some to take pity, but there was none;
and for comforters, but I found none.' Mark, moreover, the language of the 88th
Psalm: 'Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit, in darkness, in the deeps. Thy wrath
lieth hard upon me, and Thou hast afRictec1 me with all Thy waves. Selah. Thou
hast put away mine acquaintance far from me; Thou hast made me an abomination
unto them: I am shut up, and I cannot come forth. Mine eye mourneth by reason
of aflliction: Lord, I have called daily upon Thee, I have stretched out my hands
unto Thee. Wilt Thou shew wonders to the dead? shall the dead arise and praise
Thee? Sela11. Shall Thy lovingkindness be declared in the grave? or Thy faithfulness in destruction P Shall Thy wonders be knpwn in the dark? and Thy righteouslless in the laud of forgetfulness? But unto Thee have I cried, 0 Lord; and in t.he
morning shall my prayer prevent Thee. Lord, why castest Thou off my soul? why
hidest Thou Thy face from me? I am afRicted and ready to die from my youth up:'
while I suffer Thy terrors I am distracted. 'fhy fierce wrath goeth over me; Thy
terrors have cut me off. They came round about me daily like water;' they compassed me'about together. Lover and friend hast Thou put far from me, and mine
acquaintance into darkness.' We quote one more passage from the Psalms-the !15th
-in which the' fear of death' is mQst marked; and that this Psahn is likewise the
language of Christ, there can be no question, for in it He distinctly r.efers to Judas,
His betrayer: 'My heart is sore pained within me: arid the terrors of death are fallen
upon me. Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and horror hath overwhelmed me.'
"Thus far we have confined ourselves to what was spoken, prophetically, of or by
Christ; but now, if we pass on to what was literally manifested by Him in the days
of His flesh, we shall (if so be the Spirit shines upon His word) see how fully all these
prophetic testimoniesof Him were ratified and confit'med. In speaking on one occasion
to His disciples, He exclaimed, 'I have a baptism to be baptized wit.b, aud bow
am I straitened until it be accomplished.' Who can conceive-much less what
Jauguage can depict-all that was involved in that one word, straitened? Without
qnestion it embraces all that was anxious, agonizin~, weighty, and important to the
last degree; a some,thing from which the mind recOIled, and the heart sank back as it
were into itself, into the utmost possible gloominess, and dark, dismal foreboding aud
apprehension. Again, when Christ, addressing His Father, exclaimed, 'Father, the
hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify 'l.'hee,' what did He
mean but that identical hour appointed from all eternit.y, and in which was as it were
embodied and brought into one form all the anguish, and terror, and dismay, involved
in His suretysbip undertakings P What did He mean by the Father's glorifying Him,
but the impartation of help, and the communication of strength which ,s)lOuld enable
Him to put the finishing stroke to the work upon which He had entered P
"Is it not, moreover, testified of Him by the evangelist Matthew, in regard to
His Gethsemane sufferings, that 'He took with Him Peter and the two sons of
Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy? Then saith He uuto them, My
soul is exceeding sorrowful, even uuto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me.
And He went a little farther, and fell 011 His face, and prayed, saying, 0 my Father,
if. it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless ~ot as I will, but as Thou
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wilt. And He cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unl;o
Pctcr, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter
not into temptation: the spirit iudeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. He went away
again'the second time, and prayed, saying, 0 my ]i'athcr, if this cup may not pass away
from me, except I drink it, Thy will be donc.' 'rIms this going to and fro proved .the
intensity of His anguish, and that deep travail of soul under which He laboured.
The te~timony of the evangelist Mark is even more emphatic, for he declarcs that
Jesus began to be 'S01'e amazed and to be ve1'y heavy,. and saith unto them, My
soul is e,vceeding SO/Tow/ul unto death: tarry ye here and watch:' as though He
could not bear to be left alone, and yet coula not rest, for we r"ad, that' He went
fo~\Yard a littlc~ and fell on the ground [such was the inte!1s!ty of His a~l~uish-3uch
HIS agony, that He fell on the ground], 'and prayed tbat, If It were DOSSlbJe, the hour
might pass from Him. And He said, Abba, ,Father, all things are possible ul1to
'l'hee: take away this cup from me:' as much as to say, 'Since Thou art almighty,
and nothing is too hard for Thee, is there not some means which 'l'ltou canst devise for
releasing me from this responsibility?' Then, as though re-assured of the ul ter
impossibility of it, and remembering' afresh His suretyship engagements, He adds,
'Nevertheless not what I will [in my humanity], but what Thou wilt.' 'rhe
evangelist Luke testifies further, ' And there appeared an angel unto Him from heaven,
strengthening Him. And being in an agony He praJed more earnestly: and His sweat was as it were great-drops of blood falling down to the ground.' Once more, wc
hear Him exclaim; 'My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?' Here was
intensity of darkness, as Jehovah veiled His face, and as it were turned away from
His own Son, whilst that Son was in the act of putting away for ever, by His own
sufferings and death, that sin and transgression which Jehovah abhorred.
"Finally, when Jesus had received the vinegar, 'He said, It is jinished: allel He
bowed His head, and gave up the ghost.'
"Now, seeing that Christ thus served and thus suffered-seeing that He in His own
person endured all that was due to His Church and people-seeing (as the Apostle
Peter renders it) that' He bore oUl' sins in His own body on the tree;' we aslc, what
can be left for the believer to do or to suffer? He felt and He feared for His
redeemed, both representatively and mystically: representativ,ely, as their Daysman,
Substitute, and Surety; mystically, as one in them and with them; He the Head,
they the members; according to that gracious declaration by the prophet Isaiah:
'In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the angel of His presence saved them:
in His love and in His pity He redeemed them; and He bare them, and carried them
,
all the days of old.'
"If such, then, be the case-and is it not so ?-wbat ground is there for his or
her fear or apprehension of death who is simply looking to, restiug UpOII, confiding ill ,
a precious Christ as all their hope, all their salvation, all their desire P Expres Iy is
it affirmed, in the language we havc already quot<;d, that' through death (that is, by
His own death) He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;
and (mark this) deliver them who throughfem' of cleatlt were alt th.eir lifetime subject to
bOlldq,r;e.'
,
"Ob, poor trembling one, when we think of wbat' is recorded of this our glorious
Surety-this our elder Brother-this our Friend that loveth at all times and thut
st.icketh closer than a brother-this our Brother born for adversit.y; when we think
that it is,'recorded of Him' Who in the days of His flesh, when He had ofl'ercd up
prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unt.o Him that wus able to
save Him from death, and was heard in that He feared' (Heb. v. 7); how littlo
cause bave we for' fear. Moreover, have we not bot.h the divine declaration: first,
thftt 'we have not an High Priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yot without sin'
(Heb. iv. 15); and, secOlldly, the direction, 'Let us therefore cOllie boldly unto f,he
throne of grace, that we may obtain 'mercy, and find grace to help in time of uoed P,
(Heb. iv.16).
"Was it not upon these grounds that the Apostle Paul cxclaimed, in the 15th of
, the 1st of Cori,nthians., '0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, whore is thy victory P
'flIe sting of death is sin; and the sfrength of sin is the law, But thanks bc.to God,

\1(

\

l<'cbruary 1, IS64,]

55

. THE GOSPEL lfAGAZINE.

whic~ R:iveLh us thc victory through our Lord Jesus Christ;' and we may add, as He
~lI_d, Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye ~tedf~lsf;, uumovcahlc, always abounding
III the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain-in the
Lord.'
.
" Oh ~hat the Lord the Spirit ma.v thus graciously direct the heart and eye of the
reader sImply and exclusivel.v to Christ, as having served and suffered-not for
Him;elf (for He needed not for Himself either to serve or to suffer)-but for him. He
undertook-He entered upon-He pursued-He accomplished, for and on the behalf
of cvery poor sensible sinner that has been accepted of God; that which at CalvRry
dIscharged Him from all the incc:>nceivably weighty responsibilities of His suretyship
'engagements. His rising again confirmed His full rendering to divine justice all the
hononr and the homage dne thereunto. He has ascended to heaven, and returned a
mighty and triumphant Conqueror over sin, death, hell, and the grave.
.
.' Since, then, ' He became sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made thc
righteousness of God in Him;' and since He 'died the jnst for the unjust that
He might bring such sinners as we are to God;' what is there left for us each to do
or to fear? He exclaimed, 'It is finished;' may we not triumph in the fact? May
we not point to Moses with his law, and say, 'My Surety has paid my debts?' May
we not gaze at death with its feigned sting, and say, There's none, for my Sub·
stitute received it into His very heart? May we not answer Satan with. "Thou
art a chained foe. M.1 Jesus died for me; alid because He, died, I live eternall.v.
Sinner I was-sinner I am-sinner I shall be to the latest moment of m.1 earthly
being'; but He, by the shedding of His heart's blood, atoned for ~y transgression, and
, cancelled-and that for ever-my sins past, present, and to come? ' May I not look
into the dark and dismal grave, and say, 'M.1 Lord, my Saviour, my Friend, my
Husband, my eternal All and in All, has gone down into thy dark caverns before me;'
and
'" Why should they tremble to convey
Our bodies to the tomb?
There the dear flesh of Jesus lay,
And left a long perfume? .

{

"Oh that these remarks, f(rowillg out of the fact, that Sarah died, and that
Abraham exclaimed, 'Give me a possession of a burying-place, that I may' bm'.1 111.1
dead out of my sight,' may prove to be a sweet, a salutar.1, a consohtory lesson from
tiJis Bible life to many an anxious and death·fearing reader.
THE EDITOR.

A DOCTOR'S NOTES.
l\1A~y years ago, I was called upon to see a yo\mg la~ly who was bi'ought home
ii\ from schoel. She was in a decline, and lived but a few weeks. Being
anxious about her spiritual state, I frequently spoke to her about her sou], and,
on one occasion, when leaving me, she seemed much distressed about her sins.
I endeavoured to point her to Jesus, the Lamb slain for sinners, and to lead her
to that fountain, wherein all, even the vilest, may wash and be clean. I
happened to call on the cby of her death, and, observing her to get graflually
wors,", I felt unwilling to leave. After sitting for some time by her bedsicle, and
reflecting upon the different circumstances 01' her illness, I was desirous for her
to say something that might satisfy my miml as to her eternal welfare, and lil'tecl
up a silent prayer to God that such might be granted. I was much surprised
and pleased, after her becoming apparently insensible, to hear her exclaim, with
an animated voice, "Who will burst the gates of death? Who will burst the
gates of death? My Lord, ancl my Saviour! Happy, llappy, happy! " S'h\:
never spoke a sensible word after, and shortly died.
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PASTORAL HINTS.
REMEMBER, a living God must have a living people,-hence the dead in sin
are none of His. Have you yet been quickened by the Spirit?
REMEMBER, till you see and feel how utterly sin has ruined you, you will
never truly seek the Lord to save you. Conviction of sin ever precedes conversion to God. Have you yet realized this?
REMEMBER, your necessities are great. You need both a change of state, for
condemnation hangs over you, and a change of character, for corruption
ilwells within you. In other words,
You need to be justified, for" he that believeth not is condemned_already."
John iii. 18.
You need to be regenerated, for, " except a man be born again; he cannot
see the kingdom of God." John iii. 3.
You need to be sanctified, for, "without holiness no man shall see tho
Lord." Heb. xii. 14.
REMEMBER that God Himself is above all friend&.
Psalm lxxiii. 25.
that God's word is above all books.
Psalm cxix. 72.
that God's work is above all employment. 1 Cor. xv. 58.
2 Cor. xii. 9.
that God's grace is above all helps.
that God's peace is above all joys.
Phil. iv. 7.
that God's glory is above all ends.
1 Cor. x. 31.
REMEMBER the following counsels of one now in glory :-.
1. Live above earthly and creature comforts. lIab. iii. 17.
2. Beware of flatness and lukewarmness; this, if not carried immediately
to the Lord, ends often in darkness and deadness. Rev. iii. 16.
3. Value divine comforts above all .tl1ings, and prize Christ above 'all
comforts. Psalm lxiii. 3.
4. Let that which torments others make your happiness; I mean selfdenial, and renouncing your own will. Matt. xix. 29, 30.
5. Be ready to yield with joy to every conviction of the Spirit of God.
Rev. ii. 7, 11,17.
6. Be faithful to present grace, and aspire after a continual growth.
2 Pet. i. 10, 11.
7. Give the present moment to God, and avoid perplexing yourself about
your past and future experience; by giving up yourself to Christ as you
are, and being willing to receive him now as He is, leaving all the rest
to Him, you will cut up a thousand temptations by the roots. Heb. iii.

6,7.

BLAIRGOWRIE.

A CLERGYMAN with whom I was intimately acquainted, and who was conspicuous for his zeal in the advancement of religion, after spending the evening
with sQme friends in the city of Exeter, had left them to return to his home.
He had not gone far, before he recollected that his conversation had not been so
profitable as it ought to have been. His conscience so smote him that he returned to the house and knocked' at the door. A young lady of the family
opened it, when the clergyman spoke but two words: "Fear God! " He said
no more and left. These short and impressive words led to her conversion, a
conversion which was subsequently attested by a holy life. "A word spoken in
due season, how good is it! "

r:
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WAYSIDE NOTES.
V leT 0 R Y

FOR

[Read

JOHN

THE' V I LE ST.

viii. 1-12.]

" He that is without sin among vou, let him first cast a stone at her."-JoHN
viii. 7.
THE Lord teaches by line upon line, here a little and there a little, so that the
Christian picks up lessons by the wayside. It was so with the writer a few
mo~nings ago. He had started from the Great Metropolis for the country by
an early train, when on lookirrg round upon his fellow-passengers the face of a
young female especially arrested his attention. There was care upon that youthful countenance of no ordinary kind, and very soon after starting the poor thing
.buried her face in /1er mother's bosom. I thought I read the tale of grief thus:
A few years back that young person had left her country home for some situation in London. Probably for a time she conducted herself deqently; but, alas!
alas! some foul villain had led her astray, and she was now returning with her
mother to the country home a broken-hearted erring one. Shall we turn from
her with scorn and disdain? As such a thought arose in the mind it was met
by this precious passage-" He that is without. sin among you, let him first cast
a stone at her." True, many of us may be mercifully kept fi.'om outward temptation; but a)ook within is sufficient to bid us cry, " By the grace of God I am
what I am." Upon turning to the passage thus dropped into the mind, the fol·
lowing pencillings were traced in our Wayside Note Book. Notice1st. Who it was that brought the poor erring woman to Jesus. It was the
Scribes and Pharisees. Just like them-hypocrites as they are, ever ready to
point the finger of scorn at the fallen one. And it would seem as if they had a
double purpose in so doing; first, to bring the woman into condemnation, and,
secondly, to try and bring the Redeemer into confusion: and in both purposes
they failed. "They say unto Him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery.
Now Moses in the law commanded us that such should be stoned: but what
sayest Thou?" Mark the subtlety of their charge-" This they said, tempting
Him, that they might accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down, and with His
finger wrote on the ground, as though He heard them not. So when they con·
tinued asking Him, He lifted up Himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you let him first cast a stone at her." Oh, what a cutting reply!
The charge brought by them against a poor creature recoiled upon themselves,
met as it was by the wisdom of the All-wise. They could not answer it; it
was too much for them. They were self-condemned and conscience-stricken, so
that they" went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last."
And what became of the poor erring one? Oh, mighty grace was in store for
her, and her enemies were. actnally made use of by God to bring her to the feet
of Him from whom flowed the very blessings she needed.
"Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst." And when He
" lifted up Himself, and saw none but the woman, He said unto her, Woman,
where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? _She said, No
man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee; go, and sin
no more." Afallen one alone with Jesus. 'What a contrast! what condescen·
sion! what a development of His mission-" I came not to call the righteous,
but sinners." Beloved, I cannot read this poor woman's character in any other
light than in that of a type of the Chul'ch of Christ; a lively representative of
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every poor sinner who is brought by sovereign grace to the feet of Jesus. And
. what does our dear Redeemer's act of forgiveness in this instance teach but the
fact, that) however vile, Jesus is ready to pardon"Salvation's procured without money or price,
The poorest and vilest herein Illay rejoice;
Its pardon, and mercy, and love, are so free,
It comes to Manasseh, and Mary, and me."
And shall such an act of free grace lead to further licentiousness? Absurd 2nd
blasphemous reasoning! What added our dear Redeemer? Mark the words" Go, and sin no more." And will a forgiven one just go and do the contrary?
Nay, nay; it will be the study of her life and the earnest desire of her soul to do
her Lord's bidding; and the constant cry at the throne will be, Hold Tholl me
up, that my feet slip not.
"This faithful saying let us ownWell worthy 'tis to be believed;
That Christ into the world came down,
That sinners might by Him be saved:
Sinnm's are high in His esteem,
And sinners high~1j value Hinz."
Pray for grace to deal gently with an erring one. Point such to the Savio\ll'
of sinners. Look within when inclined to censure another, and ask of God
special help to keep YOU in the hour of temptation.
DE EP

[Head

W ATE R S.
ACTS

xxvii.]

" A night and a day I have been in the deep."-l COR. xi. 25.
A night and a day in the deep, floating about amidst the crested billows, and
yet saved! When the apostle Paul uttered this language he was referring to
lJis vopge to Rome, when he was shipwrecked and cast upon the island of
:Melita. That voyage was one fraught with interest to the believer in the Lord
Jesus Christ. Turn to Acts xxvii., antI mark, reader, first, the declaration of
tbe Apostle, that the voyage" should be with hurt and much' damage" (vel'.
'" 10). Ah, this reminds us that the Christian ill bis voyage over the ocean of lifo
will have to endure many a tossing and much rough sailing e'er he gains the
port of heaven. And then notice that before the storm they passed 'a place
callell "tl:e fair havens" (vel'. 8), and were wafted smoothly on by the south
wind which blew softly (vel'. 13). Ah, when young in divine experience, we
sail on proudly an cl loftily before "the fair havens" of self-satisfaction and
security; and'because the south wind blows so softly, we think the Christian's
career an 'easy and happy.: one, and, boasting of our attainments, talk largely and
loudly. "But not long after there arose a tempestuous wind called Ellroclydou"
(ver.14). "Not long after"-no, faith will soon have to be tried; smooth
, sailing is not good for. us; the IuH produces lethargy of spirit and coldness of
heart: it is in the storm that the graces are alive, and faith is on the look onto
.But there is comforJ; for the Christian in the darkest hour-hope in the most
gloomy night. " For there stood by me (says the Apostle) this night the angel
of God, whose I am and whom I serve, saying, Fear not, Paul, than must bo
brought before Coosar; and, 10, God hath given thee all them that sail with
thee," Therefore ~he sewant of the Lord was enabled to cheer all about him,
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and tell them the message the Lord hj1d given him; and then we find hiDl: giving
thanks to God ~n the midst of the billows. Oh, who but the child of God can
do this-exercise a peace of mind amidst the most trying circumstances, be calm.
when all around is troubled? It is the secret sio.y he has upon the arm of Jeims
that enables him to be so. And now, mark, it was all as Paul, instructed by the
angel, had told them it would be-Cl all got safely to land." And so it will be
with every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ; they will get home safely, but
they will find the voyage a rough one.
"Smoothly along we cannot sailOne day the calm, one day the gale;
Ever the rocks on either side,
Ever the prow against the tide.

I

"Yet nearer the port by every wave-.
B'e strong, my soul-my heart, be brave;
Theirs is the gain who suffer loss,
Theirs is the crown who bear the cross."

I

Pray for fai~h to believe that, though deep calleth unto deep in your expe.
rience, yet underneath are God's everlastiug arms; and for the spirit of sub.
mission to a Father's will, reckoning that all the affiictions He appoints are only
as so many biUows that waft you nearer your (ltemal home.

wn

EST L IN G

[Read

" I will not let Thee

(

go,

F 0 n A B I. E S SIN G.

GENESIS

xxxii. 240-30.J

except thou bless 1llc."-GE~. xxxii. 26.

Such is very often the language of God's wrestlers. Their prayers partake
of the. character of wrestling from a felt need of a blessing; so that no history
in God's word is more precious to them than that of the wrestling J acob, when
he was left alone with the Lord .Jesus Christ till the break of day. Ah, who
can doubt but what it was the Lord Himself who thus touched the hollow of
his thigh, and brought him to the ground? Mark the words, " And Jacob was
left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day.
And when He. saw that He prevailed not against him, Hll touched the hollow of
his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with
Him. And He said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not
let Thee go, except thou bless me." Jacob was alone; ah, alone wit.h the Godman. 'What a wondrous contact! what a mysterious closeness! Reader, do
you know what it is to be alone with God, so. that your prayers are turned into
wrestlings, and your p!ltitions partake of the character of sighs, tears, and suppli.
cations? And then notice, that the God-man touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh,
as if to show him Jesus' power and Jacob's wealmess, and yet permitted the weak
one to prevail. Oh, what a mercy when our importunity lays tight hold of a pre·
cious Christ, and, with the determinat.ion of genuine faith, we are enabled to say,
" I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me." We need His blessing; we are
poor miserable creatures without it: but under it we can battle with life's cares,
and think light of them-we can rl1n through a troop, not fearing the consequences. And do mark the effect of the blessing upon Jacob-Before he received
it he was flying from his own country and father's roof on account of Esau's
rage; but now we see him meeting his brother, and behold them clasped in each
o.ther's arms in the embrace of brotherly love. Yes, it is the felt blessing of
God upon the soul that puts all matters right; let us realize the revelation of
Jesus, and we shall not care to fall out by the way. This day, then, beloved,
may you ~mc1 I have a Jacob's faith to go to the throne, exclaiming-
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Till a blessing Thou bestow;
Do not turn away Thy face,
Mine's an urgent, pressing q;:Ise.
" Thou bast helped in every needThis emboldens me to plead;
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After so much mercy past,
Canst Thou let me sink at last P
"No, I must maintain mv hold'Tis Thy goodness makes me bold;
I can no denial take.
When I plead for J esu's sake."

Pray to have an increased measure of the spirit of prayer, that when you
present yourself at the throne of grace, ;your petitions may not assume a cold and
formal form of words, but an earnest wrestling of soul for a blessing.
HARD

[Read

TH-INGS.
PSALM:

Ix.]

" Thou hast shewed Thy people ha1'd things: Thou hast made us to drink the
wine of astonishment."-PsALM Ix'. 3.
The young Christian passes over such a passage as this. To him life's
journey seems easy and pleasant; and, full of young love and zeal, he thinks to
become a shining light"Telling to others that surround,
What a dear Saviour he hath found."
But, when he gets further on the road, and has to encounter the assaults of the
enemy and the buffettings of Satan, then can he enter into David's experimental
exclamation-" Thou hast shewed Thy people hard things: rfhou hast made us
to drink the wine of astonishment," or "of trembling" (Isa. li. 17). The people
of God were astonished to see their city and temple burnt; to behold the slain
all around, and to mark the apparent triumph of their enemies. How is it God
permits these things? might well have been their inquiry. And so now in the experience of the Lord's people, they are often brought to think, How is it God suffers
such and such things to come to pass 'I I cannot understand it-surely it is fraught
with evil. Ah, but all such reasoning is rebellion against Him, which must bo
checked. What we know not now we shall hereafter; and the next seven
years, if we are spared, will explain much that is mysterious to us in the past
seven years of our history: then shall we see it all right and well. As tho
Psalmist elsewhere states," As for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had
well nigh slipped. For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity
of t1:e wicked. For there are no bands ill their death; but tl,teir strength is firm.
Th(,y are not in trouble as other men; neither are they plagued like other men,"
&c., &c. "When I thought to know an these hard things, it was too painful
for me. Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end."
Yes, it is before God we gain the revelation of His mind and will, and see ofttimes what we call crooked is straight; what we call mysterious" is merciful.
Beloved, is God showing you some of His" hard things," and makiog you
" drink the wine of astonishment? "
"He is His own interpreter,
And He will make it plain."
Pray to be delivered from rebellion, when the Lord shows you Ris hard
things; and for patience to wait for their unfolding, beJil'ving that they mllst
work for thy good and His glory.
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BRUISED, BUT NOT BROKEN; CHOKED, BUT NOT Q,UENCHED.

[Read

MATT.

xii. 14-2J.J.

"A bruised 1'eed shall He not break, and smoking flax shall He not quench, till
He send forth judgment unto victory."-MATT. xii. 20.

r·

~1\

i

\

If we were in the company of a hundred Christians, and were to ask them
who is here portrayed by "the bruised reed and smoking flax," we question
much if ninety-nine out of the hundred would not reply, "The Lord's atllicted
people." And it might surprise them to be told that many learned men take an
entirely different view thereof, telling us that the "bruised reed" and " the
smoking flax" are terms of contempt for enemies, not of tenderness towards the
afilicted righteous; and that the bearing of the passage shows that the Messiah
should be long-suffering with His enemies for a season, till at length, the pride
of their power having reached its height, He would overwhelm them with an
effectual strokeof His judgment, and, despite all opposition,-establish his promised
kingdom in the earth. However true this may be, we shall not join those who
would rob the children of God of the comfort they have many a time enjoyed
under the shadow of this precious promise, especially as we believe that the
mind of the Spirit is to present a beautifully emblematic representation of the
state of weak believers, theil: union to their Saviour, and the fact that however bruised the reed may be, it shall not and cannot be torn off or broken;
however choked the smoking flax may be with surrounding earthly circumstances, that yet the heavenly flame is there, and no power on the earth or
under the earth shall quench it; for He who hath begnn the good work will
perform it until the day of the Lord Jesus. God never does work by halves;
perfection is stamped upon all lIe has made: and, if this is so in works of
creation, how much more is it so in His work of salvation. If the lilies of the
field are perfect, so is the rose of Sharon.
Mark then, beloved, the character of the- child of God in the significant em',
blems of " a bruised reed" and" smoking flax." A Christian is like Ha bruised
reed"1. Because lJis sins have crushed him.
2. Because a sense of mercy has bowed his head in contrition and humility;
and,
3. Because he is planted by the water courses.
The reed bruised unde1' a sense of sin-" Mine iniquities prevail against me.
Thou hast set them, 0 God, before Thee; my secret sins in the light of Thy
countenance."
The reed bowed under a sense offorgiveness-" I was nigh unto the pit, but
God had mercy on me." "Remembering mine atlliction and my misery, the
. wormwood and the gall. My soul hath them still in remembrance, and is humbled in me."
The reed growing by the water COUl'se-" He shall be like a tree planted by
the rivers of waters; that bringeth forth his fruit in his -season: his "leaf also
shall not wither, and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper."
.
And then a Christian is like" smoking flax"L Because the spark of grace is mixed with a great deal of corruption.
2. Because the cares_of this world very often choke the word.
3. Because, though the spark of grace be little at first, yet shall it become
great.
Ah, how truly do we find the smoke of creature corruption keeping under the
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fl<l:me of love to Jesus. Why is it not quenched? Sweet fact! because the
Lord has said, There is a blessing in it, destroy it not. And then, when we do
get a little lift by the way,. through the unfolding of the word, or a little sweet
fellowship with Jesus ere we resume day by day life's many engagements, how
soon, alas] do the cares choke the word, and we seem robbed of our little! Dut
llerein is our consolation, "the smoking flax shall He NOT quench." It may appeal'
little, but that little shall be fanned and kept alive by the wi):,] of the Holy
Spirit. Little things are ofttimes very important; the pupil 0: the eye how
little, and yet what great thing8 it beholds; the pearl how little, and yet how
valuable; the new-born babe how little 1 and yet there is the germ of manhootl.
And so with the child of God, the babe in grace; how little, and yet there is
that which shall terminate in " an eternal weight of glo?'y." The Lord will not
cast us away because of our weakness; nay, as a mother's love is generaIJy
stronger towards her weakest child, so the Lord carries the little ones in His
arms, and gently leads those that are heavy burdened. Oh, what a lesson do I
learn from the Lord's conduct, namely, "not to despise the day of small
things." Some are harsh if the little ones do not come up to their standard;
but we'must treat babes as babes. Many are apt to exercise a Fosty seve?"ity,
which nips the buds of promise. Mercifully for us, the bud is in the hands of' a
gracious Gardener; so that while the unkindness of a fellow may cause tho
plant to droop, nothing can destroy it. De it then our consolation, beloved, to
know that a spark of fire is fire, as well as the whole element True faith is
faith though it be small in measure. Deloved,

"If strong' thyself, support the weakIf well, be tender to the sick;
To babes dear Jesus tells His mind,
And they who SEEK His face shaltjind."
Pray for the quickening influence of the Holy Spirit, that the bowed reed
may lift up its head with joyful thankfulness, and the smoking flax be fanned
into a lively flame' of holy love to Jesus, until He crowns all with victory.
Bury St. Edinund's.
G. C.

"THE LORD HE IS GOD; THERE IS NONE ELSE BESIDE HIM"
(DEUT. iv. 33);

THEREFORE-,
A, CKNOWL:ED.9E Him outwardly.
Believe in Him steadfastl;y.
C all upon Him unceasingly.
Depend upon Him undoubtingly.
Extol Him triumphantly.
F oJIo'W Him closely.
Glorify Him actively.
_
Hearken unto Him readily.
I mitate Him carefully.
Justify Him boldly.
K now Him intimately.
Love Him. supremely.

T

M editate of Him constantly.
K ame Him reverentially.
o bey Him cheerfully.
P reach Him practically.
Quote Him seasonably.
It ejoice in Him unspeakably. '
S e'l've Him faithfully.
T hank Him abundantly.
Understand Him thoroughly.
Venture Him unhesitatingly.
""iT orship Him heartily.
Yield to Him instantly.
CHA.RlTY.

"I,
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THE SAINTS' RIGH'l', AND HIS LIES AGAINSrr rr.

f

JOil in his affiiclion had three friends who came to bemoan him and comfort
him, but they provell themselves miserable comforters, for they soon fell to vain
jangling, and laboured to prove Job a bad man, because of God's severity with
him. God's testimony 'of Job is, that" he was a perfect and an upright man,
and eschewed eviL", But poor Job, driven to extremity, uttered in his affiictions
some wrong speeches. " Wherefore hidest thou Thy face from me, and holdest
me for Thine enemy? " and again, "My wound is incurable without transgres~
sion." If there was no cure for his wound, he could have no part in the health
and cure of the Great Physician; and if the broken heart be not bound up,
nothing can ensue but remediless grief and desperate sorrow (Isa. xvii. 11).
Job concludes it from the common destruction which he suggests would be 'made
of all without exception; "This is one thing, therefore I said it, He destroyeth
the perfect and the wicked" (Job xix. 22). In this common slaughter who can
escape? He predicts also the dismal-end that he should make; not in the
enjoyment of perfeCt day, or in the realms of ineffable light, but the reverse of
all this. "Are not my days few? Cease then, and let me alone, that I may
take comfort a little before I go whence I shall nob return, even to the land of
darkness and the shadow of death; a land, of darkness as darkness itself, and of
the shadow of death, and withont any orde'r, and where the light is as darkness·" (Job x. 20-22). These dismal regions of the shadow of death,.without
order, and where the light is as darkness, are ten times worse than the grave, anll
can be no other than hell itself. As for the grave, Job speaks pleasantly of it.
"There the wicked cease from troubling; and there t\le weary be at rest.
There the prisoners rest together; they hear not the voice of the oppressor. .
The small and great are there; and the servant is free from his master" (Job
iii. 17-19). But" should I lie against my right hand?" No; I should not;
and, sure I am, that none but the devil would set us at it. But why is it called
lying? Because there is no truth in it; for not one thing spoken in this
unbelieving and perverse spirit ever came to pass, and all Job said fell to the
ground. Furthermore, it is called lying, because Job did not in his heart believe
one word of this when his lips muttered it, for J'ob's faith and confession contradict the whole of it: "I know I shall be justified. I shall see God for myself.
He also shall be my salvation: for an hypocrite shall not come before Him"
(Job xiii. 16); and, "when He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold."
All this was spoken in faith, and by the Holy Ghost, and all this came to pass;
but as for all the rest, he did not believe one word of it when he spoke it, but spoke
it in anger and rebellion. It is called lying, because it was contrary to his own
spiritual knowledge. He knew that God had bome witness of him, and he knew
that his name stood in the Lamb's book of life: " Also now, behold, my witness is
in heaven, and my record is on high" (Job xvi. 19.) He knew also that he had
the love of God shed abroad in his heart, which is that charity that never fails:
"But ye should say, Why persecute we him, seeing the -root of the matter is
found in me?" (Job xix. '28). "Should I lie against my right hand?" No;
you should not; and none but Satan would set you at it. Hence it appears,
that Job spoke contrary to his better knolVledge, and contrary to his.- own conscience, and this, in plain Englisll, is downright lying; and there is not a little
of this scandalous trade carried on to this clay among God's people, especially the
convicted soul when in legal bondage, and the believer when in the furnace of
affliction. The awakened soul in his chains, though at the same time equipped
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with a firm hope, will bring forth his innumerable fears and doubts, and represent them ten times worse than he either feels them or fears them; and, if he
has got treasured up in his own mind ten promises, and a thousand tokens for
good, he will keep all these back, except you press him close, and squeeze them
out of his heart. And what is this for? Why do they keep back part of the
price? Why, this is done to move the bowels of mercy, and to excite your pity;
and one-half they complain of they do not believe ; and, though they make their
case singular and desperate, they can see through an hypocrite, "~nd censure
him highly, and many that seem high in profession they envy n(" but prefer
their own state much before theirs. But so it is, when we are in lhe furnace,
though we know it is for our good; and, experience tells us, it ever has been so;.
yet enmity is so inflamed, hardness of heart and the perverseness of our own
wills so averse to the cross, and we are so mortified at being stripped of peaco
and comfort, that our anger resents it, and we seek to be avenged on the Lord
Himself for his fatherly anger, and we keep back all that we believe, and bring
forth that which we do not believe, and thus our lips speak lies, and our tongues
mutter perverseness. Reader, when thou. art going to carry thy complaints to
thy fellow Christian, bring forth all the best as well as the worst, and ask thyself
whether thou beli~vest all these evident tokens of perdition which thou art going
to bring forth; and whether conscience will put her Amen to thy complaining
oration; and if not, depend upon it that thou art going on with this old cursod
trade of lying.-Huntington's " Light Shining in Darkness."

FAMILY PRAYER.
THE practice which may be truly considered as first and last in tho arrangements of a Christian family is Family Prayer. This is, indeed, the only stale 1
occasion on which the Christian can acknowledge God in his family; and lhis is
the proper opportunity for diffusing religious instruction through his house. As
we have here a subject of great moment, and, through a too great neglect of tho
duty, caning for the most serious admonition, one remark of general application
may not be considered out of place here~ If we acknowledge the duty of
assembling the members of our household, night and morning, for the purpose of
social worship, and hearing the Word of God, no consideration whatever of ita
singularity, or of its inconvenience, should be suffered to interfere with its per·
. formance. Domestic arrangements might very soon be made to bend to this
object j they ought to do so, and it is a fact that no families are so well ordere<l
as those which begin and end the day with Family Prayers. A family without
prayer has been well compared to a garment without hem or selvage.
Archbishop 'I'illotson has strongly remarked, " The setting up of the cOllstant
worship of God in our families, is so _necessary to the keeping up of r Iigion.
that where it is neglected I do not see how any family can in reason be este ID d
a family of Christians, 01' indeed to be a Christian at alL" And one greater than
llny inspired teacher has commanded us, " 'rhou shalt teach these things diligently
to thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sitt st in thine hou • and
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and wh D tbou ri t
up. And thou shalt write them upon the posts of tby lIon ,and n thy gat 8."
THE passover was tbe preaching of Christ to t1l ID n of that g noration; it
was part and parcel of that Gospel which wc now ree iv .-Rev. W. B01'1'OW8.
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OUTLINES

OF

A SERMON

PREACHED BY THE REV. J. A. WALL1NGEU.

I

" Blessed is ne whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed
is the man unto whom the Lord imputetl! not iniquity, and in' whose spirit
there is no guile.-PsALM xxxii. 1, 2.
D.WID speaks here of things he had realized, tasted, handled, felt. He speaks of
God's dealings with his soul, and the way He had led him; and the apostle Paul
says, "All these things were written aforetime for our learning." By these
things the saints may measure themselves, and so judge of their state; see what
the Lord's dealings' have been with them, and where they now stand. For what
else are all these things recorded in the word, but that we may look into our
breasts, and, by divine teaching, trace out where we are? The enemy will tell
us these things are for Peter, and Paul, and John, and other eminent and
, honoured worthies; but it cannot be for such poor, weak, sinful wretches as you
and I are. But, my friends, saints now are just the same as saints then; Satan
would make us believe there is a difference, and by this he puts impediments in
the believer's way; he is never wearied in his work, he is ever at it. But God's
saints are th\l same in all ages, .and David differed nothing from us.
We find the Psalmist was led into the blessed experience contained in my
text after having lost it for a season. He had lost the sensible favour of God by
sin, which brought on alienation 'and estrangement from God; but he was a
vessel of mercy, therefore must be recovered j he was a sheep of the pasture, so
must be restored; thence his testimony at the last: ," He restoreth my so.u1."
David not only records God's grace in giving the promise of restoration, but also
His faithfulness in performing it: "He restoreth my soul, Thou anointest my
head with oil, my cup runneth over." Oh, what grace is in all this after David's
awful fall! What a rich discovery of pardoning love! In our text w~ h~ve
four particulars:'
1. Forgiveness of transgression.
2. Covering of sin.
3. Non-imputation of iniquity.
4. Absence of guile.
This leads us at once to the doctrine of pardon; for, God's elect are
pardoned: "I write unto you, little children," says the apostle John to the whole'
Church of God, "because your sins are forgiven you for His name's sake." The
Church of God, being viewed in Christ, is received and accepted as pardoned;
but here I would remind you of what I so often repeat, namely, we must be
careful to distinguish between fact and expel'ience; between the secret purpose
of God, and His revelation of it to the Church. Many a saint has had to wait
many a year before the good news of pardon was revealed; but into pardon,
liberty, peace, all the saints shall enter, and it is the work of the Spirit to reveal,
ill God's set time, these blessed things to the soul. In this Psalm, we see David
hrought to renewed manifestation of pardon, to fresh reconciliation with a justly-,
offended Father, and, under the feeling sense of the grace so divinely bestowed,
lie says, "Blessed is the man whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is
covered." My friends, what know ye of these things? Says Jehovah to His
Church, "I have blotted out as a cloud thy trangressions." ""Vas this ever
spoken to you? if so, you were melted at His feet-you felt His love-you
F
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know something experimentally of pardon-you have had your bonds struck olf
-you have been set at liberty I Some, like David, may have realized this, but,
you want a fresh manifestation, travelling, as you do, in the wilderness of sin,
that often brings guilt and fear, darkness and misery. You need fresh pardon;
you need to be led into the presence of the Father; to look into His face-to
see His smile-to feel the frowns are chased away-to bask in His love-to lie
down in the green pastures-to get a proof of forgiveness. Oh, my friends, it is
the misery, and often guilt, of the way that keeps the Lord's family looking, waiting, longing for Him; knocking at His door, and crying to Him. Guilty,
wretched, miserable souls, we need a sin-pardoning God, one" who retaiueth
not His anger for ever;" and why? "because He delighteth in mercy." Therefore,
we must be driven to misery in order to prize God's mercy; we must feel sin in
order to appreciate forgiveness; and, when sin is feIt, oh, wbat can comfort but
God's pardon? Creature comforts, what can they do for you? Some of you,
perhaps, are trying to nestle yourselves in them, and hope to find peace and
happiness from them; but it will not do. Because the Lord loves you, He will
spoil your nest, and take away your comforts, and break YOlU' staffs, till you find
you are driven out of every refuge, every biding-place, and brought to the feet
of Jesus for your all. "Blessed "-yea, only such are-" Blessed is he whose
transgression io, forgiven." Were you ever there? Now be honest, look into
your heart, see, search, examine whether you ever tasted of this forgiveness. It
is not enough to know tbe Lord pardons His people; but hasJIe pardoned you?
My friends, we must feel these things for ourselves, we must know something
experimentally of forgiving love. In the 132nd Psalm, we have it thus:
" There is forgiveness with Thee that Thou mayest be feared." Does forgiven sa
then promote fear? Yes; and that shows the nature of the fear; not a slav ish
fear of a rigorous task-master, who says, If you disobey me, I will cast you off
and destroy you;' no, but the fear that is l.\Ilited to love, and that fears to
offend because it loves, a filial fear that springs from pardon. Now, that this
pardon belongs to the family of God, the apostle Paul shows in Col. ii. 13 : " And
you, being dead in sin, He hath quickened, having forgiven you all tre'passes."
Here we see the quickened family all pardoned, whether they know it or not;
quickening and pardol1~life and forgiveness, go together., Are you a quickened
soul? then you are pardoned, fully, freely, eternally, as completely as the saints
'in glory. If you have been quickened, you were dead, and what a change was
this! a new creature in Christ; and, where there is this new creatureship, th 1'0
is childship and pardon and peace belonging thereunto. But, though there is
this in fact, the ~xperience may be wanting-though the fact of pardon belongs
to all the quickened family, .yet the feeling may not be given, as yet, to many of
you. You do not know your right and title to these things; none but God, tho
great Teacher, can tell you; man cannot tell you, nor can you learn it by dint of
huma~ endeavour; you can only know it when God is pleased to reveal it.
Now the same point you have in the 4th of.Ephesians, last verse: "And be yo
kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for
Christ,'s sake, hath forgiven you." Here we have the language of fact and
feeling, both ar united.· Probably some of you have read the history of
Francis Spil'a; this man was a contemporary of Luther's, and liv tl in Venice,
in the town of Cittaclolla, nearer to the Pope than Luth r liv cl.
ro was a
Roman Catholic by birth and education, but em'bl'llc II th do triues Of Protestantism, and great was his delight in them, and zeal in proclaiming them; but
enemies were roused at all Spira said and did against tu
ope, and he was
summoned before the tribunal to answer to the legate. Ovorcome by fear, he
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recanted all he had received and held as truth, and gave it all up. Then follows
his death-bed confession, and the agony of soul he endured after this fatal act.
He was a man of wealth and influence and talent, being what was called an
advocate, or what we term a barrister; he was looked up to for learning and
parts, and he died in the full use of hi~ faculties, in all the vigour of his natural
powers, but died blaspheming God. He told the many pers:ms who visited him,
during his long and remarkable illness, that he hated God; that hell was begun
in his bosom; that the never-dying worm had already begun to gnaw his bones;
an unquenchable thirst consumed him, and he lay for months in that miserable
condition, dreading death, yet hating life; his soul racked with remembrances of
the past, and fears of the future; at first bewailing his miserable state, \lond then
blaspheming the God he had once professed to know. But what particularly
affected me in this account, is the way in which this man describes his experience,
and the imagined dealings with God in his soul. He says he experienced some
conviction, and with it a sweetness in divine things. Now we are wont to think
in cases of conviction of sin, without enjoyment, that it is nothing more than
legal fears of hell and damnation; but, when conviction is accompanied by sweet·
lless in divine things, which is the effect of love, we are accustomed to hope the
work is of God, because love is of God, and the real thing is always accompanied
with love; but, Francis Spira felt that which came very close to the real thing,
and yet his miserahle end proved he had no part or lot in the matter. Oh, how
many thousands in our day have no better experience than Francis Spira! A
few convictions, a little sweetness, an outward change, and they are satisfied it
is all well. Perhaps the publication of this little narrative may prove useful in
this wide-professing day to probe the skin-deep religion of many, who, perhaps,
have never, as yet, gone further than this miserable man,." who cry peace,
pea«e," where there should be no peace ; who want to have "the wall built up
with un,tempered mortar." Againsfthe prophets of old it was said, " They have
healed,the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly." But a thought or two
more about Spira. Though he confessed to sweetness in religion, to great
delight and' enjoyment, yet we notice this, he never reached to pardoning love,
to the Spirit of adoption; he was a stranger to God's forgiveness, he never had
the love of God shed abroad in his heart; he was quite satisfied with sweetness,
as, perhaps, some of you may be, and nothing more. Oh, friends, multitudes
have no better experience than this, and, though they may not die the awful and
despairing death of Spira, but be deceived up to the last, and cry: " Lord, Lord,
open unto us ;" yet shall they h:;l.Ve the very same end. Well, now, there is one
more important point I would draw your attention to, and that is, he confesses
he never was crucified to the world, and the worId to him; he never was brought
out of it; he never was in heart separated from it; the grace of holiness was
never planted in his soul; the love of the world and the power of sin were never
shaken in him; he secretly clnng to these things, which the Lord makes his
people to hate a~d to renounce.
Now, friends, this is suitable for the children of God; it will do you no harmit will serve to make you search and examine and look to yonr state as before
God-it will probe and try your profession. Have you ever come to' pardon?
If you have only got as far as sweetness in divine things, do not be content to
stop there! Oh, do not be satisfied short (If the love of God shed abroad in your
heart; and that not a little spice of it, so to speak, but a shedding abroad, a filling up of every interstice" an overfiowillg; till the Holy Ghost comes in with His
own divine testimony, in such a way as cannot be gainsayed-till you are
taught to cry, Abba, Father-tilly ou get the Spirit of adoption-till you realize
F
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covenant mercy, personal assumncc, divine interest-till you know, upon Goil's
authority, that you are indeed a child of God~an heir of Christ. My friends,
salvation or damnation hangs upon this alternative-the possession or the want
of these things. Can you then be comfortable and happy while at the same time
you are in doubt about your state? Ah, say some in our day, "these points
l1re better left; we must mind our duties, attend to our concerns, and work for
God." Why, this is like the speech of the Egyptians of old to Israel in bondage:
Israel wanted to worship God, and so say, "Let us go into the wilderness, that
we may hold a feast unto the Lord, and worship the God of our fathers." "No;"
says Pharaoh, " do your work, and that without straw; but you shall not diminish
the tale of bricks; if you fail of bringing the due number, punishment awaits
you." • How analogous to this is the cry of those who tell God's people, that arc
longing to get out of Egypt, to attend to their duty, and not trouble about theil'
soul. But they must go out after God; they must have communion with Him;
their soul is athirst for God; they must leave all for Him, and go forth into tho
wilderness; and that because they are made willing in the day of His power.
We have but considered one ]2oint; we now come to the second.
n. Sin covered. "Blessed is the man whose sin is covered." Solomon
says, " Love covereth all sin," and I am sure the love of God does this preeminently, if human love does it partially: Again, we read, " Charity shall cover
a multitude of sins." This is God's charity, or love. There 'is another sweet
word we have already quoted: " Behold, I have blotted out as a cloud thy transgressions, and as a thick cloud thy sin." " The blood of Jesus Christ cleansoth
from all sin." Again, sin is said to be covered with a--cloud-" and as a cloud
thy sin"-for the covering that hides all is the Lord Himself, so that no sin is
seen. He says He has cast their sins behind His back, therefore says He does
not behold transgression in Jacob nor iniquity in Israel. Oh, that we could realize
this anew, and see ourselves in Jesus. If Christ alone is seen by God, sin can110t be seen; His people are chosen in Him, covered with Him, and so take the
hue and colour of Christ. God looks upon 'I-Hm, and beholds His people as in
Him. What a blessed word is that in Isaiah Ix. 10. Can you adopt it? " He
,hath covered me," says the Church, then all sin is covered. God's peol,le are
viewed in God's light, and are counted sinless, and perfect, and holy before Him.
Ill. He does not impute sin. I' Blessed is the mall unto whom the Lord
will not impute sin." God does not consider him as a sinner, nor is he amenable
t() the penalties due to sin; not that he is without sin, but 'it is not reckoned to
him, it is not accounted to him; his sin is put to Christ's account; He hath
answered for it; He endured all the wrath, was made a curse, bore the cross as
the accursed and crucified Christ, entered the grave-and this, not for His own
sin, but for yours, if you are beloved of God-, if a believer in Jesus-so that the
sin you have done is not to be reckoned to you, because Jesus hath suffered for
it, and arose from the dead as the representative of His Church. .
The new man is, in itself, a holy principle that cannot sin, because it is born
of God; but the old man is the sinful part, that fights against grace. Nature
can do nothing but sin, it loves sin; and here is the cause of conflict, "the flesh
lusting against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh." If you are a living
soul, you cannot live as you would-you cannot get free from a body of sin and
death, whose element is sin, whose food is sin, whereas the element of the
new creature is holiness ;-and so there is, and must be, a life-long contest between
these two principles. But, here.is the grace and blessedness of Jesus' work, the
sin we feel, and oftentimes fear, shall never be mentioned to us. It is not imputed to us,' but to another. So Paul said, "It is no more I that do it; but sin
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that dwelleth in me." Sin being laid upon Christ, it cannot be upon you. But
it is only the Spirit of God can tell you this, and give you the sweet experience
of it in your soul, and that in a twofold way, by the word of God in the letter,
and by the work of Christ in the heart. But, if you really are a quickened soul,
and by heart-felt experience can enter into these things, and know something
about an inward longing for them, all this blessedness)s awaiting you. The
Lord is the great Teacher of His family, and He will bring them all to this point
sooner or later-'-an experimental acquaintance with these things; they shall all
know something of the blessedness whereof David speaks in the text: "Blessed
is the man whose transgression is forgiven." All must be brought to one pointa realization of Christ; and, if you have fled to Him for, refuge, your salvation
depends not upon you, but upon Him, and He will complete what He begins.
A word or two on the fourth point, namely, Guilelessness. "Blessed is the
man in whose spirit is no guile." Doubtless you feel there is much guile in you;
abundance of deceit, enough to be damned for, if nothing else were taken into
account; but the guile here may mean self-decepti~n. Some deceive others,
and others there are that deceive themselves. They start full sail for heaven in
their own idea, while they are bound for -hell. Ah, the heart is deceitful!
Many wear a mask, and appeal' what they are not. These things are awful, but
they are true. 'rhere are many such in the Churches; therefore, where do you
stand? Poor dying sinners as we are, it needs that we should be faithful to our
souls to see clearly our standing. When God work~, there is no guile in what
He does, and He will make people honest and humble. When He covers sin
and takes away guilt, there is reality in that, and there will be honesty in the
confession of it. But some of you .at present may be very uncertain about your
state, and yet God's love may be towards you for all that; now, if so, He will
satisfy your soul, and, sooner or later, give you the enjoyment of these blessed
truths. He may make you wait long for them, to try faith, and prayer, and
patience, and hope, and love, but in the end He will come, and reveal His pardoning grace, and give you the sweet experience David had when he said:
"Blessed is the man whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered;
blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose
spirit there is no guile." The Lord bless His truth.

MEMORIES OF DIVINE GOODNESS,
ON THE TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF MY DAY OF JUllILEE.

GIVE ear, ye sons of favour,
Ye freeborn from above!
Who know the sweets of Mercy,
And feel the power of Love.

At length a pointed arrow,
'
From Mercy's ancient bow,
Pierced to "the joints and marrow,"
And laid the rebel low·.

I joined the Great Rebellion
Against the King, who rei~ns,
And talked of peace and freedom,
While laden with my chains.

M'y guilt was proved before me,
While Justice, with a frown,
Pronounced the sentence clearly,
And claimed me for His own.

I heeded not His warnings,
But boldly took my part,
And heard of endless burnings
With hatred in my heart.

Nor could I raise objection,
"The law was just and good "-.
But, sunk in deep dejection,
Before the bar I stood,
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But, oh! what joy and wonder,
What marvel and surprise!
My bonds were burst asunder,
And Mercy said, " Arise!
" Deliver him; from going
Into the pit of woeFor I have found a ransom;
To glory he shall go."
He then displayed His goodness
Before my won~ering eyes,
The deptbs and heIghts of Mercy,
Which kindled glad surprise..
With wonder and amazement,
I stood entranced with love:
I thought of past Rebellion,
And then of joys above.
What love, surprise, and wonder,
My heaving bosom fill'd,
When 10, a gentle whisper
The mystery revealed. '
'Twas in the name of Jesus,
My Surety, it was done;
His life, and death, and pleading,
The victory had won.
His sovereign power, and goodness,
And Mercy were supreme;
Henceforth my soul, with gladness,
Should sound the heavenly theme.
To spread,the fame of Jesus,
To sinners all-around,
And show the-way to freedom,
Where pleasures rich abound,
He left the realms of glory,
And graciously came down!
My soul, repeat the story,
And spread His great renown!
Wliat love! and how amazing,
Beyond the wisest thought!
His heart was set on raising
A rebel race, unsought.
He lived a life of labour,
Obedient to God,

[Februnry 1, 1664,

And paid the mighty ransom
In agony and blood.
He sent the gentle Spirit
To make the tidings known,
To apply His saving merit,
And lead to grace's throne!
He sent a gracious shower
Of blessing from above,
And girded men with power
'\.'0 publish sovereign Love.
Though He is high and holy,
Eternal on His throne!
He looks upon the lowly,
And hears the mourner's groan.
,
Thus call'd to be a pilgrim
With Zion's favoured throng,
My tongue was moved to singing,
My heart produced this song :" My Father is a Monarch,
He lives and reigns 011 high:
And I shall soon be with Him,
In endle~s. peace and joy.
"What though my lips may falter,
What though my food be spare,
By faith, I see Him yonder,
And I shall soon be there!
"The distant view is preciousBut oh! to see Him nighThe greeting, oh, how gracious!
From Majesty so high!
"When shall I end my journey
And lay this clothing by,
. To join the blissful story,
With harp and crown on high;
"To see the face of Jesus,
In glory's bright alTay,
And swell the happy, chorus
Where' harpers' sweetly play?
" Oh, hasten on, ye su,mmers,
Ye winters, quickly fiy,
And speed me, to the portals
Of endless peace and joy."

W. D.
THE sights seen at Sinai beget fear; those beheld at Calvary beget hope.
Mount Sinai is seen to the best advantage (in a Gospel sense) from Mount
Calvary. ·It is usual with God the Holy Ghost to show the awakened sinner
the darkness of Sinai before the light of Calvary. Sometimes the child of God
finds the journey from Sinai to Calvary a long and tedious one; but Satan
never leads him in that direction-God only does that.
F. F.
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"WHATSOEVER IS NOT OF FAI'fI-I IS SIN."
IT is some months since, on a visit to town for a day's business, I dropped in on

(
\.
\

a friend for a few minutes' chat. In the course of our conversation he remarked
there were two Scriptures which he urged as the foundation of Gospel teaching:
the one, that which is at the head of this paper, the other, " The blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin." The fo~mer showing the extent of
the ruin, the latter the completeness of the remedy.. I have repeatedly pondered over this comprehen~ive sentence, and am deeply impressed with a sense
of its humiliating tendency. Everything which does not spring from faith is
sin. When we reflect how weak is our faith, and how seldom in exercise, we
might well be driven to despair, were it not for the other sweet Scripture which
tells of the remedy for all sin. Having that blood sprinkled on our conscience,
we can dare to mecl'itate on the dept11s of condemnation opened up in this judgment.
.
" Sin is the transgression of the law;" "faith works by love;" and" love is
the fulfilling of the law/' Before we were begotten to a lively hope, we did
nothing but sin; for we did nothing of faith. Since we were born again every
thought, and word, and deed which has not had an eye to God's glory, or been
submitted to His will-which has not had love in it-is sin. To pass by those
workings of our corrupt nature (which, however advanced may be the growth in
grace, wjll break out into thought, at least, as even in Paul), which God suffers
in His people, knowing whereof they are made, and viewing them only as pure
in Him who knew no sin; yet for which He chastises them in this world, as He
did David, either by whipping them with the rod of men, or suffering Sat'an to
molest them, within prescribed limits, or afllicting them with dispensations from
His own hand, for their good always: I say, to pass by these, and not to dwell
on those inevitably necessary conditions of our old Adam nature which God in
His mercy and compassion permits to His people for Jesus' sake, in that He,
having borne our nature and having been compassed about with infirmity, can
have compassion on His brethren; if we consider only those words and deeds
which have the appearance of being such as God allows-of being the fruits of
faith""':'how often, when we weigh them in the scales of the sanctuary, are they
found to be light. This is less frequently the case with our thoughts than with
our words and deeds, because there is not with the first the ind.ncement to
hypocrisy there is with the others, which" are seen of men." Yet even with
those, many a sweet spiritual meditation ends in self-se~king and vanity.
Faith is one of the fruits of the Spirit, dealt out in proportion to everyone
who is born of the Spirit, according to the good pleasure of His will concerning
us, and is called into exercise by two motives-need and thankfulness: of
which the former brings forth prayer, with thanksgiving, and the latter praise,
with supplication. I-am not quite sure which of these incentives induces the
more lively exercise of faith; perhaps the experience of some children of God
may incline to the one, and tbat of others to tbe other. All will agree that
necessity presses out the most earnest prayer, and the thankfulness and gratitude evoked by a sense of distinguishing peculiar mercy elicits the most vivi~l
outpourings of praise; inasmuch as the sense of necessity is maintained so long
as the pressure lasts, while numberless distractions intervene to arrest the
stream of praise, the former holds faith in longer continued action: but I think
for myself the latter warms it into bolder flight, and causes it to soar to greate~
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heights ::md gaze on glory; while, when we are cast down and fearful, it is
satisfied to find security.
The deduction made from these thoughts by the Scripture wllich led to them
is, Whatsoever is not of the character of prayer or praise, made acceptaLlc uy
the incense of Christ's presence, is sin.
" The blood of J csus Christ His Son cleanseth liS from all sin." The \Yard
" us" shows to whom the blessing is limited, for the context is penitent sinners,
who prove their penitence by amending their doings. And then the word" aU "
is very comforting and assuring, for the Scripture cannot, without doing violence
to it, be separated from the doctrine of final' perseve·rance. When the blood of
Christ is sprinkled on the conscience, it blots out all sin for ever, past, present,
and future. But the individual thus blessed is still subject to the chastisement
in time wherewith the Lord visits His children for their offences; it is tho
condemning and slaying effect of sin which is destroyed. The summary of t h 0
whole is, that all the saved and redeemed are absolutely and utterly lost and
undone by reason of sin, and are saved by grace through fll.ith and the sprinkling of blood unto glory about to be revealed.
As faith comes by hearing-and there cannot be the hearing unless preachers
are sent-may it please the Lord to send forth abundantly labourers into His
harvest, that there may be. a great and rapid ingathering, to the hastening of
the end, and accomplishment of the number of His elect, for Jesus' sake. Amen.
Cherith.
I. W.

HEAR'!'-TEACHINGS;
I.-THE TREASURE IN EAIWHEN VESSELS.-God's servants are not unrrequently tempted by the great adversary of souls thus: when, on an errand for
the Lord, for the purpose of telling a poor fellow-sinner the way of salvation, he
whispers, "Why,' you 'yourself are such a sinner, God will not accept your
service; or .bless your endeavours." But you may, dear'blood-bought soul, tell the
father of lies that he is altogether out of the secret; for it is not at all through
any merit of your own that you hope or expect to be accepted or blessed, but
entirely for the sake of another, even Jesus: and you may also remind him that
the treasure is in earthen vessels, and" that which is of the earth is filthy,"
and ever will be "earthly, sensual, devilish;" but that signifies nought, for" A.s some rare perfume in a vase of clay
Pervades it wlth a fragrance not its own,"
so is this treasure in the earthen vessel; coming from God, it is His own power
and work; and of Him and to Him be the glory.
n.-LITTLE CARES.-Iu great perplexity and trouble of mind-the grievance not what would perhaps be considered worth vexing about by somo persons, put very sore, nevertheless, in the eyes of the sufferer-though a " grasshopper," yet" a iburden." "Vent to the Lord, and pleaded that He woul i merci.
fully manifest Hmself now as in Bible days, "a very present help in trouble;"
prayed for the power to roll the burden on the sJ?oulders of the Burden-bearer,
and wanted to have His mind and will indicated in this case as distinctly as it
used to be of old by the Urim and Thummim. To the praise and glory of an
unchaugeable Jehovah, a word was immediately given; powerfully, suitably,
and sweetly. The burden fled, the spirits lightened, and the countenance was
no more sad. The trial was 110t removed, and cil'cumstances remained precisely
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as before; but here lay the difference, it was no longer in one's own hands,
another and a mightier, even the God of the Bible, had undertaken it, and the
end is sure, the issue certain, for" powerbelongeth unto God."
ilL-THE SAFE GUIDK-Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, " I am
the light of the world; he that followeth me shall not walt( in darkness, but
shall have the light of life." All other guides lead astray more or less, and
human standards fail, however estimable they may be. It is painful but wholesome to learn this, that the creature may be laid low, and God alone exalted.
But those who are in earnest about walking aright need not fear that they shall
wander if they will " read as they run" the words of Him who spake as never
man spake, "Follow Me, I am the Way." It is as though a poor weak incli.
vidual was being carried over a tempestuous ocean in a frail bark on a dark
night; a bright light from heaven is let down before him; all that' he has to do
is to keep his eye fixed on the light, and a power superior to and apart from hilllself shall enable him to .follow it. While Peter, when literally on the StOl'llly
billows, simply looked to Jesus, he walked safely; but when he turned and saw
the waves he began to sink-danger, distress, and confusion followed.
, IV.-PATIENcE.-The child of God commonly has to learn patience. Jesus
says now, as in Bible days, "Ye are always ready; my time is not yet come."
Perhaps you have, prompted by a feeling of gratitude arising from a conscious
interest in the1herits of the Redeemer, been led to desire to devote life, talents,
yea, body, soul, estate, and all to Him who alone is worthy. Lord, take all,
use all to Thy honour and glory-what Thou wilt, when Thou wilt, and how
Thou wilt; and in answer you have received a word from Himself-a suitable
approving word. But, instead of hopes being realized and dreams fulfilled as you
had anticipated, your cherished scheme was thwarted, and all .your plans fl'llstrated-bitterly so-and flesh and heart failed. You could not understand it at
first, until presently the Lqrd brought you to talk the matter over with Him.
" Hast Thou not said?" Thou canst not deny Thyself; and" what wilt Thou
do to Thy great name?" Blessed position! Feeling entirely in the Lord's
hands, and calmly nestling there in the belief that your Father is wiser and
kinder than you; knowing also that He has promised, "They shall not be
ashamed that wait for me." Thus" tribulation worketh patience."
E).

"IS NOT THIS A BRAND PLUCKED FROM THE BURNING?"

(

THE words of the angel respecting Joshua are as fully applicable to instances of
saving grace in the present day. Witness the following:At the village of B--, there lived a young man, who, though the child of
godly parents, was permitted, till he was above thirty years old, to run into every
kind of sin and wickedness short of open defiance of the laws of his counlry.
He even vowed a vow that he would never enter the house of God where his
piu'ents worshipped. But it pleased God to take away his sight, and thus to
bring down the natural proud spirit by affliction, so that one Good Friday, he
suffered himself to be led to the house of God by his poor ohl mother, and there
the Lord met with him, and so taught him, that he has been enabled publicly to
bear witness that the Lord took away his sight that he might see-a seeming
paradox, but in his case literally true. He is now a happy Christian, and has
for some years adorned the doctrine he professed, and, moreover, has his residence
in the Chapel·House, under that roof which covers the building he had vowed
Jlcycr to enter, " Is not this a brand plucked from the burning?"
W. B.
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TARES AND WHEAT.
" 'rilE doctors are upstairs now, and she is as ill as she can be; if you call in 0.
quarter of an hour you shall hear what they say." So spake the servant maid ,
to a young man named Ryland.* The object of his warmest earthly affections,
with whom he was on the eve of marriage, was sick unto deuth; and in deep
sorrow of heart he turned from the door to loiter away the weary fifteen
minutes that probably would confirm his gloomy fears. Not far from the house
a large building was under repair, and, seating himself upon a heap of stones, he
took up a slate and scratched. upon it the utterances of his troubled breast, in l\
hymn that has been and will be the solace of bow many eternity alone can
disclose : "0 Lord, I would delight in Thee,
And on Thy care depend;
To 'fhee in every trouble flee,
My best-my only Friend."

But the day of sorrow was postponed; the lady recovered and became the wife
of young Rylancl, and for one year they enjoyed the fullest share of human bliss.
At the end of this period she gave birth to a son, "and was not, for God 'look
her." The day following this bitter blow, Byland, \vith his motherless babe on
his knee, penned the well known hymn" Sovereign Ruler of the skies,
Ever gracious, ever wise,
All my times are in Thy hand,
All events at Thy command."
The power and reality of faith under such trying circumstances are wonderfully
seen in the two closing lines" How can I bereaved be,
Having all in having Thee ?"
But we would introduce to the notice of our readers a fugitive piece from the
same pen, though of a very different caste to the others, being strictly doctrinnl.
It reads thus ; " 'Arise ye dead' Arminius cries
, A;ise, ye d~ad in s i n ; '
U llstop your ears, unclose your eyes,
And a new life begin.
" , Why will ye die, ye wretched dead?
Ye dead, why will ye die?
Quicken and make your spirits wholeTo life eternal fly.
" , Rise, noble creature-man, arise,
And make yourself alive;

Prepare yourself to mount the skies,
For endless glory strive.'
Deluded seer! but man will lie
As senseless a~ a stone,
And you yourself stand fooling by
Till both are quite undonc ;
Unless Almighty pow'r be moved,
By God's free.will-not thine,
To quicken both, and makc His grace
In hoth your hcarts to shine."

James Arminius was a native of Oude-Water, in Holland, and was born four
years after the death of Calvin, in 1560. He lost bis father while young, and·
was snpported by friends, who sent him to Leyden, where he was educated. In
course of time he travelled to Geneva; listened to Beza and the Calvinist

*

John Ryland,

D.p., President of the Baptist College, Bristol.
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divines of that day, and returned to Holland to throw into ship-shape the errors
which are as' old as the fall. But Arminius could not lay claim to human
originality in the construction of the views which have since been known by his
name. In the fifth century they were broached by a Welsh monk, who travellecl
to Rome, and exchanged the name of Morgan for the more classic cognomen of
Pelagius. He rejected the doctrine of original sin, maintainecl free~will, and
asserted that man's salvation was the result of, and depend'ed upon, man's merit.
On this platform Arminius placed his views, which, as most of out< readers
know, are in brief as -follows :-Predestination gwullded on man's foreseen
works; partial depravity j the power of man's free-will to turn to God; uuiversal redemption; and the possibility 'of finally falling away from salyation.-.
Individuals or sects who as a whole or in part maintain the doctrines containecl
in these five points, must take sides with Pelagius and Arminius, for modern
.
.
Arminianism is but' ancient Pelagianism.
A helpful agent to spread error was raised up at this time in Faustus Socinus.
His uncle, a contemporary of Calvin's, left some papers upon the heresy which
has since been stamped mith his name. Faustus obtained possession of them,
and united to his uncle's views the opinions of Arminius. If Arminius made
creature power and creature merit go a mile, Socinus compelled them to go
twain; therefore, if human effort could do so much, the Atonement was utterly
needless, and Christ was to be regarded as an example only. But Faustus
stole a march upon the Rationalists of our day, for h~ affirmed the soul sleeps
with the body in death, and that both will rise ,to happiness or punishment; but
that while felicity is lasting, the punishment of hell is in proportion to the
offences of the sinner, and a general gaol delivery in universal salvation is to be
the final state of all mankind. The Popish doctrine of purgatory thus supplied
the lack of an atonement. But the doctrines of Arminius and Socinus found
f~w proselytes among the stouthearted protestors against Popery. The two
fundamental truths proclaimed through the Reformation were God's invincible
grace in the sinner's salvation by Christ, and justification by faith alone; and
thes~ two fonndation doctrines laid' the axe to the root of the errors which
false teachers endeavoureti to spread. One hundred years later the heretical
opinions of Arminius and Sacinus turned up again, with a few absurd additions,
from-under the pen of Emanuel Swedenborg, and were blended into a creed
professed by a sect called the New Jerusalem Church. But God in all ages has
had an elect family in the world; and, prior to the Refor;mation, even in the
apostate church of Rome, sparks of light burst out in the midst of the deepest
darkness. The Benedictine order, founded in the fifth century, was the depository of the religious and secular learning of the middle ages, and the architect
of the ecclesiastical structures that have outlived the decay of time. Amongst
that order there were not a few heaveu-born souls, who, taught by the Spirit of
God, fell back upon the divinity of Augustine, and such of the fathers as saw the
blessedness of a free-grace Gospel by the light of the Scripture,s, which were
locked up in the dead languages from all but the learned.
As centuries rolled on, this more enlightened order kept in check the bloodthirsty Dominican, and the ignorant Franciscan. In the dissolute days of Louis
XIV., France was ronsed by a Fenelon, a Pascal, and a Madame Guyon.
Through their faithful testimony to the small measure of light they possessed,
two essential trnths were spread-salvation by Christ alone, and ?'egeneration
. by the Spirit of God. This latter doctrine was obscured by' many mystical
terms; but divine life, as made manifest by divine love in the soul, was the
foundation of the living religion of that day. The'Port Royalists, a convent of
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great influence, was founded by the Benedictines about this time, who were the
Evangelicals of Romanism.
The light cast by the Reformation upon this apostate Church, and the sparks \
emitted .from God's elect which were in Babylon, threatened its utter destruc- "'tion; but at this crisis Satan contrived the scheme of the order of Jesuits: which
.
infused fresh life into the expiring harlot. Ignatius Loyola, born twelve years
before Luther, being wounded at the siege of Pampeluna, and unable longer to
wield the sword, determined to signalize himself in polemics; and, under the
guidance of the'prince of darkness, became the founder of the new sect. With a
fervid imagination, boundless ambition, and a strong persevering will, he s t
himself vigorously to the task of forming a sect that should arrest the progrc"s
of truth, circulate the errors of Popery, and rivet its chains upon her deluded
)
followers. Unsl,illed in academical lore, Ignatius entrusted to:.his friend (and
successor as vicar general) Iigo Lanez, the doctrinal part of this religious 111posture. The spiritual part he reserved in his own hands. Accordingly lie
wrote a treatise called" Spiritual Exercises," which was. a clumsy imitation of
the vital religion that marked the' progress of the Reformation. 'This treati.
was a religious receipt to convert souls to God. Four weeks passed in seclllsi 11
was the period allotted for the work to be done. The prescription contained four
ingredients, which, duly compounded, turned out into shape a true believer-Yir..,
Penitence, Prayer, Contemplation of Christ, and Continuous Joy. Loyola
was far in advance of his day. In modern times multitudes have followed
where he led, and his Soyer-likerecipe, which made the most out of the least
possible quantity of ingredients, is not altogether unknown in the 19th century.
Iago Lanez, to whom was committed the construction of the doctrinal half of
Loyola's scheme, did not trouble about inventing a creed, but fell back upon the
old Welsh monk, Pelagius, alias Morgan, and drew up his doctrines into a.coll0
which have since been known in the Church of Home by the term Molinist,
answering to our term Arminian, from Lanez' pupil, Molina, who drew out to
their full expansion the subtleties of the free-will heresy. As the Romish
hierarchy regarded this i1ew sect with a j~alous eye, it was necessary to increaso
its extension beyond the limits of the Church. India was a fine field for llio
growth of this upas tree, and a fitting instrument was fOJ!!ld for missiollll1'y
exploits in Francis Xavier. Handsome, imaginative, unprincipled, and' ambitious, 11e was started off by Loyola on this spiritual campaign, after the orthod x
quantity of fastings and flagellations, which, if convellt gossip is of any authorily,
were duly earned by this sanctimonious Lothario. His influence as an expounder
d the doctrines of Popery was somewhat checked by the fact that he' was igno1 ant of the :oriental languages. But Xavier did not stand out for trifles, so ]IC
Legan at the other end of discipleship, and baptized all he could coax or tenify,
irrespef;tive of any confession of faith. The addition of a few more imag· 10'
the Hindoo's long list of gods was nothing out of the way to these bnl)tii',('<l
unbelievers. But the,Mahometan stuck fast to'his Koran and the s cond c m·
mandment, and presented a more formidable barrier to the progress of the !'ller
of Jesus. However, ill weeds' grow apace, tmd to this clay the tmil of that
" fiery flying serpent," Francis Xavier, may be traced throughout the Indian
empire.
,
,
While the order of Jesuits, through the unprincipled dogma that the end jmtifies the means, grasped every artifice Satan could invellt and man could
accomplish for the extension and c,obesion of the Church of Romc, God provided
aJ1 instrument to spread His truth and fnljglltcll His clect., silting in darl(J]~ss
a.n,l the shadow of death. .
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Cornelius Jansen was bflrn iu Hollaud, in 1583, just twenty-tbl'ee years after
the birth of the reviver of Pelagianism, James Arminius. Jansen, by his abili.
ties, rose in the Church to be bishop of Ypres; but reading the writings of
Augustine, under the teachings of the Spirit, he was led into the knowledge of
salvation by grace alone. Twenty years he occupied himself in collating from
the fathers their views of truth as in unison with the writings of Augustine.
Comparing them with the Word of God, divine light was given him to see
and embrace the fundamentals of the Gospel, as contained in the doctrine of predestination unto life, total depravity, effectual calling, particular redemption, and
final perseverance. Without any connexion with the divines of Geneva, he
affirmed all that opposed these doctrines were Pelagians; and thus in the
bosom of the Romish Church was opened up what the schoolmen called the
Quinticular controversy. These five points became the medium of communicating light in many a dark cloister, and, through divine teaching, led many of
Goers elect into the experience of the truth, who yet lived and died in the Church
of Rome. Those who have written the memorial of Port Royal, have buried
the fact that it was the stronghold of Jansenism ; or, in other words, Calvinism:
hence it was hated by the bulk of the Roman Catholics of that day, and doomed
by the Jesuits to utter destruction. This was at last effected by an anti-Jansenist
test, drawn up by the order of Louis XIV. at the instigation of the Jesuits,
through their tool Madame de Maintenol1, the king's mistress. This test, abjuring the five points, was to be signed by all ecclesiastics and functionaries in the
Church. Port Royal refused, a fierce and cruel persecution followed, and its
final extinction is a matter of historjT. To this day the Jansenist and Molinist
divide the Church of Rome, and have the same proportion that Calvinism and
Arminianism bear in the Protestant churches at the present time. The doctrines of grace, now termed by way of opprobrium Calvinism, were the doctrines
held by all the Protestant divines of England down to the reign of Charles I.
His marriage with a Popish priucess, daughter of Henry IV. of France, introduced, through the counsel of the Jesuits, "that sovereign drug Arminianism."
That it took slow but sure effect our English history proves, which, but for the
Hevolution in 1688, would have laid England again uuder the power of Popery.
In the doctrines of Pelagius and Socinus, Satan meets us ft1ll frout, without
any disguise; but his craft was carried to its most dangerous point when he
attempted, through Baxter and D'ullcr, to weld together, Arminianism and Calvin·
ism into a system, which asserts two opposites are both right, aIlLl gives us the
absurdity of two first principles. These opinions were in modern days cast into
form by Charles Simeon; he gives his own views, writing to a friend, in the
following words :~" When I come to a text that speaks of election, I delight
myself in the doctrine of election; when the apostles exhort me to repentance
and obedience, and indicate the freedom of my will, I give myself up to that
side of the question, and behold I am an Arminian. Don't you know, my dear
brother, the wheels of your watch move in opposing directions? yet they are all
tending to one result?" An artizan would not be greatly puzzled to account for
the result of opposing wheels; but we imagine two mainsprings would confound
all the wisdom of all the watchmakers and all the divines that ever existed in or
out of Geneva. "If it be of grace, then it is no more works; otherwise grace
is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is no more grace; otherwise
work is no more work" (Rom. xi. G).
Of late years, the pure doctrines of grace have been gradually lost sight of;
and, whether in the National Establishment or among Nonconformist Churches,
the old-Iashioned truths of the Gospel are stl'aDge sOlmds,· anel seldom heard
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from preachers of our day. Those who Imow better compromise matters
between the pull)it and the pew. To keep a quiet conscience, they start with
the doctrines of grace, sovereign choice, total depravity, grace in conversion;
but, when the sermon is half over, the edges of truth are all pared off by appeals
to creature power, offeis and invitations to dead sinners, and fervid exhortations,
on the authority of the preacher's word, to come to Christ that very moment.
Thus the Arminian leaven leavens the whole lump, Where these opposites are
joined, there is generally an especial bit for weak believers, Wl1O, by way of
encouragement, are admonished to do the work of the Holy GLost, and give
themselves the comfort which they need.
There are preachers of another stamp who divide the day between truth and
error; the morning is devoted exclusively to Calvinism, the evening to Armini·
anism. These preachers would denounce the dishonest tradesman who actell
ill a similar way by his customers-altered his weights and measures, and
changed his goods with the departure of daylight. So did not the apostles.
Paul's testimony on his own and his feHow-labourers' behalf was on this wise:
" For we are not as many which corrupt (deal deceitfully with) the word of
God; but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God, speak we in
Christ." .When we look round on the right hand and on the left, we are led to
join heartily in the petition so often repeated, "From all false doctrine, heresy,
and schism, good Lord deliver us."

NOTES ON MARK

n.

17.

" They that are whole have no need of the physician,. but they that al'e siclc."

HERE are three most important particulars.
I.-THE WHOLE. " They that are whole need not the physician."
This designates the Pharisees, verses 13-16. Though not conceiving them·
selves to be absolutely without sin, yet, by their observance of the moral and
ceremonial law; they fancied their sins expiated and themselves righteous.
Christ did not own them as righteous: He only spoke of- them according to
the' opinion they had entertained and expressed of themselves. They fancied
themselves whole, like some sick persons I have known, who, though almost
dying, clinging eagerly to life, tried to persuade themselves that they were
almost well.
So, in a spiritual sense, many think they are not so bad as the Bible (lecl~·es.
Example: John viii. HI-59.
,
Speaking' OIl£e to a woman of Jesus as the only Saviour, she replied, empho.·
ticaIJy, in something like the following words, moving her hand in a disapproving
manner: "Tell me no more of tho.t: I tell you we must save ourselves, if we
are ever to be saved at all!" Not feeling her ruin, she felt no need of Jesus.
II.-THE SICK. Sickness is both physical and spiritual, and in eo.ch case
caused by sin.. That is the prolific source of all human misery. As 0. spiritual
disease, sin isi. Defiling. It is represented by leprosy, defiling the whole man (Isa.I. 5, 6).
Defilement contagious and spreading.
ii. Debilitating. It is represented by :~l. The withered hand (Mark iii. 3).
2. The cripple (Acts iii. 2). 3. The palsy (Mark ii. 3). 4. Complete impo.
tence (John v. 5).
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iii.Dementing. Represented by:-1. A burning fever, delirium. 2. Demoniacal possession (Mark v.). 3., Folly of the prodigal son (Luke xv.).
iv. Destroying. Represented by:-1. Poison (John iii. 14).
2. Ebbing
away of the life-blood (Mark v. 25). 3. An internal heart disease (Jer. xvii. 9).
4. Consumption working treacherously within, like sappers and miners uuderground.
'
lIl.-THE PHYSICIAN. Jesus is that infallible Physician, He gives to the,
sicki. Sanctity. His blood is medicine which cleanses from all sin (1 John i. 7).
The result to the sick is, ,they are" white as snow," "all fair and no spat
remains."
ii. Strength. Jesus restores :-1. The" withered hand," now stretched forth
and used in earnest beneficence. 2.' The crippled feet, to rnn in the way of
God's commands. 3. The mental energie~, strengthening with all might the
inner man (Col. ii. 2).
iii. Sanity. Jesus :-1. Allays the burning fever of sin, and cools down that
secret fire. 2. Subdues the feverish cra-ving after forbidden and dangerous
objects. D. Gives a sound mind-e.g., i. Demoniac (Mark v.). ii. Prodigal
son (Luke xv.).~
,
iv. Salubrity. 1. The poisou of sin is neutralized (John iii. 14, 15). 2.
The ebbing life-blood is stanched. 3. That heart disease, sin, is arrested. 4.
That wasting consumption is healed.
The consequence is, there is-I. Health, like Naaman with the flesh of " a
little child." 2. Joy, like the restored cripple "leaping" in the temple. 3.
Activity in proclaiming the skill and healing virtue of the Good Physician, like
the emancipated demoniac, who "began to publish in Decapolis, how great
things Jesus had done for him, and all men did m,arvel," as well they might; and,
like him, every sinner healed, renewed, and saved, is "a wonder unto many,"
R. CORNALL.
and, perhaps, the greatest wonder to himself.

BROTHERLY LOVE.
To the EditOl' if the Gospel Ma.qazine.
DEARI,Y BELOVED IN THE LORD,-Very precious is your address to the
readers of the Gospel Magazine. I hope your loving rebuke may not be lost
upon me; but that I may remember the command, "Love 'one another as I
have loved you." It is true we have no time to waste in strife about words;
" Consider Him" is the apostolic exhortation, and give the right hand of fellowship to those who love Him. Fellowship-partnership-fellow heirs of the
same glory. Oh, for more of His Spirit, that we may magnify 'Him in our lives
~lay by day. Another year is about to be numbered with the past, still bearing
t~e inscription" Thou art righteous, 0 Lord God of Israel; and Thy saints
give thanks unto Thee." It is long since I heard of you; I trust it is well with
you, and your loved ones. On each side of the road to Zion I find written,
" We walk by faith and not by sight;" but there are love messages along the
path that cheer the way, and continual invitations, " Come and dine."
Wishing you every temporal blessing, with grace and peace, I am, affectionately yours in the love of Jesus,

H. E. A. C.
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PROPOSED ALTERATION
IN 'l'HE BUIUAL
SERVICE.
.
To the Editor qf the Gospel Magazine.

SIR,-The following proposed form of the Burial Service has found
favour with those of the Clergy to whom it has been submitted.
DEAR

I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully,

A

FRIEND IN CHRIST.

" I am," &c. "shall never die;" "but he that believeth not shall be condemned."
"I know," &c.,"and not another;" "but if ye believe not that I am He
(says Jesus), ye shall die in your sins."
. .
" By one man sin entered into the world; and death by sin; and so death
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned."
The Psalms xxxix. and X\1., either or both as appointed.
'rhe Lesson Matthew xxv. from 31st verse to the end, or from 14th verso
to the end-" when the Son of Man," &c.
" Man that is born," &c., down to "fall from Thee."
"Forasmuch as it has pleased Almighty God to recall the soul of tlIo doparted, we therefore commit his body to the ground, earth to arth
h s to
ashes, dust to dust, knowing that the hour is coming in tho which alllllllt Ill'
in the graves shall hear Christ's voice, and shall coma forth; tll y tllat IHWO
done good, unto the resurrection of life, and they that havo dOM viI, unto tho
resurrection of damnation."
" I heard a voice," &c.
" Lord, have mercy upon us.
" Christ, have mercy upon us.
"Lord, have mercy upon us.
" Our Father," &c. Amen.
" Almighty God, with whom do live the spirits of thom tbat cl part h n
the Lord, and with whom the souls of the faithful, aftor tit yar cl liv r d
the burden of the flesh, are in joy and felicity, while tho wiel d at d th
their own place; we beseech Thee that it may pI neo Tb e or Thy a
goodness," &c., to the end.
.
" 0 merciful God," to encl, omitting" as our hope is this OUr brotber <1ot11."
~' The grace," &c.

*

N.B. The principle of the alterations is to take the case of th wi k d d
as well as of departed saints, so that the most conscientious might
d
ser'vice with the same freedom over Judas 1scariot as over t. Jo •
clergyman makes no individual a,pplication, and the survivors would 11
to form a judgment as to which part of the service nUud d to t1l I
relation. It is the same plan as,that of discriminuting th 11 P d tb
in sermons. Why not refer to the same differences of hnrac
d IU t
the grave's mouth?

* Thi's lesson is not descriptive merely of the good
living wicked also at Christ's seoond coming, but 1
raised saints.
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A OHEERING LETTER FROM 1 HB LATE ImV. R. PYM,
(FORMERLY RECTOR OF BLl\ILEY, YORKSUfUl(),

TO SUOIl MINISTERS AS, TAUGHT OF GOD, AItE WONT TO EXOLA.lM, "WHO IS
SUFFICIENT FOR THESE THINGS P"

" 1'0 tlie Editoj'

(.

Ci! tlie Gospel Magazine.

"My DEAlt BltOTllER IN THE LORD,-It has been on my mind to endeavour to
gather up some of the crumbs of our last Sabbath-day's provision at Elmley, for your
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, should you think it wcll to give them store-room (John vi. 12).
Though our miuistrations are among but a few poor sheep, wc are often, in the sensible deadness of our own heart, and painful contractedness of Our mind, constrained
to say, whence should we have so much bread in this wilderness as to satisfy in any
measure the cravings of these' hungry ones, though but few in number P 'rhe suggestion of our own heart tea frequentl.y is, what we have is old; it is too mueh of the
same sort. We fear the cry will be, 'Our souls loathe this light bread;' yet we are
_ again and again encouraged with this thonght, if ,vhat we have is old, it is that wherewith our own soul is being fed, and such as we havc we freely give (Matt. x. 8).
"We do not keep back precious morsels for our. own private feasting; we have not
(l' firesidc truth, which we reserve for our own private meditation, either through the
fear of man or from any vain imagination, that the truths which we find most sweet
and precious to our own poor souls, are not to be publicly preached. No; such as
we have we givc to thc poor sheep, to those to whose spiritual wants the Lord has
called us to minister. On the contrary, we have a peculiar pleasure in breaking and
distributing any of the food wbich we have found most sweet and nourishing in our
own experience in divine things. It is though, at times, but a handful of meal that
wc can find on the Sabbath morning in the eart.hly barrel, and but a little oil which
we can discoyer to be in the seemingly leaky cruse of our renewed mind. Yet
remem bering the 'Thus saith the Lord God of Israel' (1 Kings xvii. 14), we are
encouragcd. How often is it, my dear brother, that we have thus to go and appear
bcfore our deal' people, seemingly empty-handed; the Lord has, though, often met us
under such circumstances, with a gladdening- effect produced on our cast-down soul by
once more beholding the countenances of His sheep and lambs in their accustomed
places of silting. We think of the great and good Shepberd, whose they are, aud
what are His sweet promises to tliem; and wc cast ourselves afresh on Him (Isa. xl.
11; Ezek. xxxiv. 13-16). While such are frequently onr Sabbath-morning feelings,
our Sabbath-evenings often bring with them an inexpressible load and weight, much
grcater than that of the morning; arising from a sense of the renewed testimonies
\yhich the day has afforded, of our insufficiency for so high, so heavenly, so holy, so
spiritual a calling, as that in which we bave been engaged, while our wearied minds
and bodics seem incapable of the exertion required to get and keep sensibly near to
our blessed IJord and Master, in a posture of humility at His feet., to own and confCbs the poyerty of the service which we have offered Him, and have our hcart
broken and melted in the remcmbrance of Sabbatbs passed away. "Ve know nothing
or self-satisfaction from any of our own performances, and least of all from that of
preaching the word. We preach under a feeling sense of the indwelling and neverceasing work of sin in us (of all the sermons whieh most distress us on hearing others,
which though we rarely aa, are those which aim at the production of creature holiness in the hearers, calling it a Christian requisite and essential), hanging in our own
minds all the time upon that blessed, precious Jesus, who is the sum, the substance,
the. all of our Gospel. We speak from a deep sense of sin in us, and a consciousness of
being utterly· destil ute of a.ll creature holiness, that all the holiness we have, or ever
ran have, is Jesus (1 Peter i. 13-16). Thus there is no room for creature satisfaction all the Sabbath-evening. We are conscious, indeed, of abounding infirmities,
which, while they humble us and weigh us down, yet we do hope make way for the
lJower of Christ to be manifested and owned in and by the word preached. For while
there is so much in the creature which we are conscious, humanly speaking, is calcu.
G
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lated to hinder the word'~ access to the heart, and any good thereby to the soul; yet
wc cannot deny bl+t that wc do believe souls are fed. A blessing ,yet is found, and in
the midst of all being said of the defectiveness of the instrument, thero lIrc sOl11s blessing, praising, and glorifying the God of Israel for good received, for sweetness lasted,
for power felt, for SUPP0rL and encouragement from the truth heard; and at timcs for
a feast of fat things, of wines on t.he lees, well refined. At seasons when we havc been
the most cast down ourselves, we have kuown the cry of some to the' Bridegroom'
to have been as you read (John ii. 10); so t.hat we are content, as it regards ourselves, to let it be as the Holy Ghost declarEs that it is (1 Cor. i. 27 -29).
"Our texts on the last Sabbatll.day wcre from Job i. 10, in the mOl'lliug, 'Hast Thou
not made an hedge about him, and about his house, alld about all that hc hath on
every side? ' And in the afternoon from Hosea xiii. 5: 'I did know thee in thc
wilderness, in the land of great drought.'
"They were brought to us, or we were led to them, on the Saturday 1Il0rninO'.
Thero was a time when the possession of a text or texts on the previous day to whi~l
we were caned to minister, was essential to our peace; but t.he Lord has, in some
measure, broken us of this our childishness: Wc well remember one particular
occasion, when the Lord greatly tried us in this respect, and then set us at)iberty by
briurring t.o our mind, in a very powerful aud uo~-to·be-juisllnder5tood way, those
words, 'Without me ye can do nothing-.' Immediately there was a full and feeling
.subject for the followiug morning, with a heart melted for the tin:e, 1.0 prepare us for
.the preaching it; this was followed, with the words of the Apostle, 'I can do all
things through Christ which strengtheneth me.' "Ve have had many stages in oui:
Christian course, to which when we bok back we can see that there was an invisiblc
hand directing us into paths unknown to us before; wc see this hand now, when wc
look back and retrace the way which the Lord has led us these rnauy years through
this wilderness. What a mystery are the journeyings of the Lord's Israel through thc
wilderness of thinvorld to the promised land!
"When firs~ put into possession on the Saturday morning, of thc two subjects 1'ul'
our last Sabbath-day's discourses, it was curious how the mind wrought with them;
sometimes a little light shone upon them, and we seemed as if we could see a way
throngh which we [flight travel in discoursing from them. Then, again, they werc
?nve.loped in clouds and. mist.s, and there seemed no other prospect bu~ t.h!lt we should
mevltably lose our way if we attempted to set out, where all was so mtncate, and no
Clear path to be defined. This was our state of inind; we could ret.ain nothing which
one minnte suggested or seemed to make clear till the arrival of the next. Much
J;'ose up at times, yet nothing could be arranged in any order; or if there appeared
anything like order or arrangement. of thought for one moment, nil was coufusiou thc
next. Night came, and, in the absence of ~leep, we again tried our subjects, bnl. nothing
woul<j. remain. The morning came, and found us in a frame of milld with which, alas'!
we are too familiar, and which we are wont to consider peculiarly 00l' own. 'l'here was
but lite one course to be pursued, casting out helpless, carnal, wretched, sensibly deud
self, just as we were, upon the Lord; in the renouncement of everything but; His own
blessed self, looking at the reality of His loving-kindness and mer()y to His' own deax
blood-bought ones, as our hope aud confidence. The time allotted for meditation and
prayer, previous to going forth to meet the Lord and His people in the courts of His
honse, arrived and passed; we thought we saw our way more clearl!, yet still there
was no retentive holding of anything connected with our subject. J liSt as we were
setting out, our mind was quite drawn away for a time from 'our subject, as though
purposely so ordered by the Lord. But, blessed be His holy name, the subject to .
which it was drawn was a very sweet one-namel.y, the great ~oodness of t.he Lord in
His providential orderings for, and care over, the several tned members of His be.
loved family on earth. It was what (speaking after the manner of men) we should
call an accidental circumstance, led our mind to this subject at this particular moment.
With a heart full from a lively sense of the Lord's great goodness in this respect, we
entered upon the services of the day.
"We found much power in the sweet portions of Scripture appointed to be readnamely, Psalms cxx. to cxxv., with 1 Sam. ii., and IJuke x.; 1 Pet. v. 5-11, with
Luke xv. 1-10. We were much s~ruck with their suitableness to our intiinded sub-
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jeci of discoursc, whilc wc found much J:cfreshment in the morc spiritual and scrip
tural of our Church prayers.
"You will do what seems good to you with the 'crumbs we purpose sending, as
Luere is no n cC8siiy intended to be laid upon you in the matter, but that yon should
\lSC your wn free judgment. While we remain, my dear brother, in the bonds of
hrist il\n 1 v , yours to serve in the Lord, '
fI ""tm/c!!, ?lea?' Walee/ield, June 29th, 1841."
"ROBl!JRT PYM."

ELEc'rrON.
1'0 the 'Editor oj the Gospel "Afagazilze.

f

f

DEAR SIR,-I recently happened to see au address of Mr. Charles Dickens
(of world-wide celebrity) to the Governors of the Royal Hospital for Incurables,
which strnck me as bearing forcibly upon the subject so well handled by the Old
Pilgrim of Bedminster in two late numbers. The extract reads thus :-;-"We live 'in an age of election. At one time or when we apply to. be
elected into clubs, for pleasure or profit, into great corporations, the House of
Commons, and what not, three-fourths of us associate our ambition with an
election of some sort or other."
What a lamentable proof of man's fall is contained in the fact, that the
privilege he claims for himself he denies to God. Election, as man's right, suits
_ the natural ambition of his carnal mind; but when vested, according to Divine
revelation, in the hands of God, it becomes obnoxious because of the pride of
fallen nature.
Man, when he asserts for himself a right of will that he refuses to his
Maker, never breathes a whisper of disapprobation at the .rejection consequent
upon election, or .hints at cruelty as involved in choice. The concluding remark
in the address is so much to this point that it may speak for itself:" When I saw by the list no fewer than 121 cases, out of whom the subscribers to the Charity at the next election can elect but 10, I thought, with a
kind of despair, not only of the III who'mllst suffer by rejection, but of the
crowd of incurables dispersed through the country."
Reducing the kindly-meant term "despair" to pity, we would say, our
divinity is after the model given, us by Mr. Dickens in his definition of secular
'
election.
God's people who "know their election of God" stop. at this very spot.
They do indeed pity, and could weep, over the crowd of incurables dispersed
over the world, but, like our friend who so eloquently pleads for the charity, we
speak not of the rejected as cruelly treated, nor dare we arraign the council:; of
the All-wise in His election. "Ve arc content to take our stand with the
Father of the faithful under similar circumstances, and say, "Shall not the
Judge of ail' the earth do right? "
I have only to hope th,e fair view lVIr. Dickens gives of election, as transacted
in the six days of labour, is extended to the seventh day also, and that he is
willing to hear from the pulpit the same doctrine applied to the Most High
which he has so ably and so feelingly claimed on the platform for his fellowman.
Yours, &c"
A LOVER OF TRUTH.
'l'HE sight of the eyes entails great responsibility.-Rev, W.
G
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OBITUARY.
"'1' HE

SUNBEAM."

[THE annexed account reminds us once again of a word which we often think
we live in order to learn to spell-that word is ltEAUl'Y I In how many ways,
and under what a variety of circumstances, has that word been put before us by
our most patient and ever-gracious Teacher, during our little eventful life !
The first we heanl of her particulars of whom are giyen in thc EULjoined
, lJarrative, was ill cOlJuexion with a visit to the littl~ picturesquc villllge of Bl'ent,
in Devonshire, sQme three or foUl' years since. At the time there was lodging
in that neigbourhood a deal' young niece, who had gone thither for change of ail'.
The word ltEALll'Y presents itself to our mind, as we again, in review, pace with
bel' the little cottage garden and pleasant meadow, looking around upon the
undulating hills, or neighbouring tors, and comparing that scene with the eternal
hills, and the land "where the inhabitant never says, I am sick, and the
people who dwell therein are forgiven their iniquity." That 11l'ecious girl, whose
earthly tabernacle had been so gently taken down, and who, ere she passed
away, testified so sweetly of rich, and free, and sovereign gf'ace, now reposes in
a most picturesque neighbouring graveyard, waiting the sound of the resnrrection-trump to awake her sleeping dust. Yes, as since we have sometimes walked
upon the neighbouring hills, and looked down upon that village church and
graveyard, lying in the valley beneath, we have thought, as contemplating the
departed whose body lies moulder~ng there, "How 1'eatly true it is, that' here
we have no continuing city;' and that • wc know not what shall be on the
morrow.' " But a year or two before that, and that self-same dear one came to
yisit us, when laid by with sudden and somewhat severe illness; but she, tho
younger, and then so much the stronger, was to be called first.' Another Scripitn'e-reality was to be set before us: "The one shall be taken, and the other
left."
But havillg referred to cottage scenes in our broadsheet, the Old Jonathan,
and the visit above alluded to, the subject of the annexed memoil~ (as it afterwards proved) was residing with a family in that immediate locality. Hence
she 'became acquainted with sundry members of our family; and, such was the
brightness of her countenance, such her cheerfulness, and such her ever-constant
readiness to converse upon the things of God, that she was called by those who
then made her acquaintance THE SUNBEAM. This, in fact, is the only name
by which we have been long wont to distinguish her.
Intense was her concern for the spiritual welfare of the members of the family,
in the midst of which she had, in the providence of God, been placed. Whilst
with them, visiting an old mansion in the neighbourpood, how anxious was 8he
that every moment might be embraced for placing before them the simple truth
as it is in Jesus. Oh, that both her living and her dying testimony may not be
lost upon them I May she, "being dead, yet speak" to their hearts and con·
sciences. May her counsels and her cautions be called up to their profitable
recollection by the great Remembrancer.
.
The last time we saw the departed, she spoke much of the Lord's dealings
with hel', and opened out in detail the special and peculiar way in which she had
been led in reference to one subject in particular. Her conversation interested
us much; and greatly were we astonished when, a few months afterwards, we
heard of the very deep affliction the Lord had laid upon her. She had been an-
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ticipating a long life of service for her Lord; 01', if she had not, we had thought
so, she appeared' so eminently adapted for service. Christ and Him crucified
was her theme. Salvation hy Him was her all-engrossing subject; His flesh
her meat, His blood her drink. Christ with her was emphatically" all in all."
But His thoughts are not our thoughts, nor His ways our ways. Early was she
to be placed in the furnace~and such a furnace! but, if her sufferings were to
be shaTp, they were to be ShOTt. A few months, and that bright happy countenance was to be lighted up with the full joy of her Lord. She now sees :a:im as
He is. How thankful we feel that the simple acconnt of our own precious
departed one was made a comfort and a blessing to hm' soul, whilst she herself
was passing through the deep waters of affliction. How do these testimonies of one and another of the deal' family being called
away cause us at times to long for our own dismissal, especially when we are
compelled to hear the jarring notes of discord and division. We then long
intensely for that better land, where we shall kn9w even as we are known : " Sorrow and pain and every care,
And discord there shall cease;
And perfect joy. and lovc sincere
Adorn the realms of peace."
Reader, cheer up; if you and ourselves belong to Christ, and are in the bonds
of the covenant, we shall soon be where He is. Meanwhile, may faith and
patience have their perfect work. May we walk and talk as' " not our own, but
bought with a price." So prays yours to serve,
THE EDITOR.]
1'0 the Rev. G. D. Dourine!!, Plymouth.

My DEAR SIR,-Havjng heard 'my deal' precious departed sister speak of you,
and of the comfort she derived from your ministry-being unlike that of the
present day, which preaches works and effort, while the Lord had taught her
that she could do nothing-I thought you might be interested in an account of
- her conversion and death. She was a high. spirited girl, fond of dress aud
gaiety. I don't remember ever seeing her in tears before the Lord was pleased
to cOllvince her of sin. I cared much for her soul, being older, and converted
many years before her; but she did not like much of my society. In March,
1852, I perceived a change, and watched her with great interest; she began to
seek my society, aud obe day said: "I cannot stay away from you any longer;
I am lost-there is no salvation for me." She kept house for my brother, but
my mother took her place that she might come home to me, her distress was so
great. I exhorted her to believe on the finished work of Jesus; she said she
could not, there was no salvation for 11er. I did not leave her night or day;
she could not sleep much; she would sometimes lay her head on my shoulder,
feeling safer there, as she feared Satan would grasp her. I brought promises to
her mind, but they did .not comfort her. I had never seen or heard of such an
experience before, nor had any of the Lord's people in this place. It was feared
she ·would lose her mind. She repeated, "I am lost, I am lost! It is very
hard that you can be saved,'and not me; and we shall be separated." "Ve
thought, perhaps, a change w{)uld do her good, and decided on going to Exeter,
where I took lodgings for a month. The Lord's people there were very kind;
lJUt few understood her case. She dreaded hell exceedingly; did not like. to go
into a room where there was a fire, because it reminded her of it, and often said,
that she could bellir to have her fingers cut off to be saved. She wept much,
and J tbink I 00'1"& fiJ),W her smile but once while we were away, and when we
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returnecl home she was no better. It was wearisome days and nights. I waite 1
on the Lord; it was all I could do for her, and we read -the word, and prayed
with her. - She would wish that she was (\, bird, or something that had no life.
This continued until July, when the temptation began to wear off; and, one
Lord's-day morning, she came home fmm chureh with a smiling face-she was
happy. The minister's text was, "There hath no temptation taken you but
such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that ye are able; but will, with the temptation, also make a way
-to escape, that ye may be able t.o bear it." After that she went on her way
rejoicing. It was a wonderful deliverance. I never can forget the faithfulness
of our covenant God-none wait on Him in vain.
She now delighted to care for the poor and sick, and became anxious for the
souls of others. A disease set in, and from the first, different medical men pronounced it incurable. Sbe was much cast down, and very rebellious; thought
that the Lord was dealing hard with her-but He often comforted her with com, forting words. She had many cbanges in experience. A severe ifiness followed,
in which she was brought near to death; the Lord graciously raised her up again,
but in tbat sick chamber she was taught much-self was broken down, and resignation to the Lord's will implanted. I was constantly with her, we read and
prayed together, and enjoyed many sweet seasons never to be forgotten. Sho
became much more spiritual, wishing to live a holy life, and desiring conformity
to Jesus. Satan was busy -with his temptations, tempting her to doubt her
interest in Jesus; I told her he could not touch her.' She had a very sbarp conflict- about six weeks before her death; I was sitting with her, and sbe said, " I
feel very ill-I think I shall di.e-you do not know how ill I am-and I am
lost! for I have only been a hypocrite." I replied, "You have been saved fOl'
many years, and have followed the Lord." "Yes," she said, "but I never
knew the way that I came; I never sa!/) the blood." She was in a violent perspiration. I did not know what was come. She would allo"," no one but
myself in the room, for she said, "I shall so dishpnour the Lord." - She prayed
the whole of that night-criecl to Jesus-pleaded the blood with much earnestness and power. She afterwards told me that sbe feared Satan would haY
her in hell by foul' o'clock in the morning, and that made her cry so. About
that time the Lord was pleased to deliver her. I shall never forget it. Wo wer
very happy, it seemed as if the heavens were.opened to us. After that she became more established in Jesus, dw!,lliug on His precious love; she read much
of " Solomon's Song," and spoke of difierent portions of it. She read Lhe account
in the Gospel Magazine of the death of your niece, and much enjoyed it.
One day I was grieved to see her so in; she said, " Don't vex for me, Jesus is
.only gathering His lilies." She was indeed a "lily in the garden of the Lord"
(Cant. vi. 2), made so by grace divine. She requir~d that we should not say
anytbing to e~alt hr.r, but her precious Jesus only; lamented that she could n t
worship Him 1\ere; "but," she said, "I shall be able to do so above, whon fl' a
from sin, and from this suffering body, where I shall see Him as Ha is." She
was taken worse eleven days before her death-very ill-but triumphantly
happy. Speal~ing much of grace, she repeated that verse with emphasis;"Grace all the work shall crown,
'ro everlasting days; "
and said, "Grace alone hath saved me." Sometimes she wns in ecstasy. "I
shall have my palm and my crown, and won't I cast them at the feet of Jesus! "
." I am a weary traveller, going into the haven of· eternal rest "-" The Lord
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hath fulfilled all Hi8 promises to me "-" Underneath are the everlasting arms,
and His right hnoll doth embrace me," were some of her words. She also spoke
to those arountl h l' about their souls. Being very weak, she longed to depart,
and severlll timos snid, in tho words of Peter, " Lord, why caunot I follow Thee
now?" adding, " I suppose there is something inore for me to suffer." Monday
night--tllo last she spent on earth-she was again triumphantly happy, feeling
that it would be the last. Satan tried to assault her, but she said, "Be still,
and know that I am God." She wished her brother good-bye, and said, "I
shall meet you in the realms of bliss," and added, " The Lord will bring you
through all your troubles, as He has me, only trust Him." She thought several
times that she was going, and remarked, "I thought Jesus was coming, but I
mllst wait." The next day, towards evening, she lost her articulation; appeared
to be sweetly sleeping, breathing rather loudly-when her breathing went down
suddenly, and, without a sigh or a moveo/ent, she passed away.
Sidmouth.

AT REST, AND THA'l' FOR EVER!

IN July, 1858, there appeared in the pages of this Magazine a short account of

,
I

I

the removal to a better world of a valued father, entitled "Sabbath Sleep, and
Awaking in Glory." At tile time, the invalid widow and her two daughters
were left to bemoan their earthly loss, which was, however, the eternal gain of
the oue taken. Two years after that sad event, and whilst in the midst of
troubles Qf various kinds, one came to them attracted by their very griefs, in
true Christian sympathy, although at that time not standing firmly on the Rock
11imself; one, _who having passed through much bitter suffering of both mind
and body during his childhood and youth, was well able to feel for those who
were in similar ·circumstances. It is of him we would speak, hoping that a few
words may be not only encouraging to God's little ones on the earth, but also
that His glory may be enhanced by the same. The subject of this little sketch
was from his cadiest years of a most peaceful and loving disposition, and also
possessed of a nature highly sensitive both to kind treatment and its opposite.
He was blessed with one godly parent, and with him as he grew up hefre·
quently enjoyed spiritual intercourse; but unhappy family circumstiLnces com":
pelled him to seek abroad that home·love and comfort which he found not by
his own fireside: dangerous as this was, and the most likely of all things to
prove his destruction, he has 'often expressed his gratitude that God never permitted him to go astray, nor to embrace any of those vices which drown so many
young men in perdition. He felt it was God's hand alone which had kept him,
for he 'had at various times formed acquaintances with many who, by showing
,him that kindness to which he was so unused, but which so readily influenced
his loving heart, led him into occasional error, and would have delighted to have
led him into sin also, had he not been surrounded by a holier guard.
It was not until the early part of the year 1860 that he felt satisfied of his
having found the pardon of his sins, and acceptance as a sinner through the
. blood of Jesus. In the June of the same year he relinquished a good situation,
his conscience not permitting him to follow the law any longer. His family
bl~med him for throwing up one place, without even the most distant prospect Qf.
another; but he knew that he had committed his way into the hands of Onewho would surely bring it to pass, and in the next month his faith was rewarded,
and he enter/ld upon an office engagement in London. His amiability of temper
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and punctuality in business soon met with it return such as is rarely met with
from employers. He was treated in every way with the respect of a frioud ;
and, clUl'ing his 18st illness, with the love of a brothol', nay, with fm' mOTe than
the love of many brothers. The kind attentions of his principals were untiring,
alll1 every want was supplied with delicate tel1Lb'ness, At the same timc that
he entered his new situation, he also formed a marriagc engagement, which
lasted over two years and ten montgs, during which time his health visibly
declined more than previously, and, in the spring of 1862, throuiSh taking a
fresh cold, his cough increased, and he raised blood several times. His Sabbathschool and other duties were gradually and reluctantly reliuquished, uutil at
Christmas he was scarcely able to go to business in the middle of the day, and
returning carly, was propped up with pillows, hardly able to exist from exces·
sive weakness and the trying cough.
The dawn of 1863 found him slightly improved in health, so that he once moro
visited God's ho"use. At this time the excitement and exertion of business and
sad home influences, made him depressed and weary in spirit. After many
trials and much prayerful deliberation, it was resoh'ed that a larger house should
be taken by those into whose family he was to enter by marriage, so that he
,and his wife might have apartments of their own there, in preference to taking a
house near London; and this proved to be a most providential ard:ngement.
He often said he was but a poor weak creature to offer himself as, an earthly
protector, he would only be fit to be nursed. But at the same time he felt thu
greatest confidence in taking the step that would be the consummation of his
fondest earthly flopes; for he knew that the only wish of his chosen companioll
would be fulfilled, if God should permit her to tend and comfort him ill his last
days. On the 9th of May their united wishes were carried out. For six wooks
only he was well enough to continue at his office, and then, in accordance with
the advice of an eminent physician, he gave up all thoughts of returning to
business, at least for a time; but in Goel's will it was so disposed that he should
never again be raised up. He rallied occasionally, but it was only a faint
flickeriug of the lamp so nearly extinguished. Among the many truly loving
friends by whom he was now surrounded, he looked most anxiously for the visits
of the pastor and his wife; always seeing them, even when too weak to receivo
other visitors. He never lacke'C1 for Christian visits, nor for those earthly com.forts which go so far to soothe the sick; of these he kept 0. strict accoullt,
making a daily entry of the presents he received in a little book entitlod " Record of blessings bestowed on - - in sickness." This he continuod to do
until two days before his departure, when, after writing the date, he was obliged
to give the pen to his wife to finish the sentence. Although he received everything 'with the deepest gratitudfil to his earthly friends, yet his highest thanks were given' to God. He often i remarked, ",.yhat am I but a poor worm to
receive such blessiugs? but God is my loving Father, and He does indeed ovel'whelm me with His love." Sometimes with tears, he said, " Oh, how my cup
runs over! Why am I blessed with so much love from you all, and with so many
kind friends? I have never done anything to deserve it: I run totally unworthy,
but it is all from Him." Duriug the last few months of his li~ , tho molnncholy
gradually faded from his countenance, and was succeeded by a heavenly calm;
and a sweetly peaceful smile was often, his reply to questions he had not the
power to answer in wordil. His greatest comfort was in the perusal of a small
volume of the Psalms of David, many of which are underlined and often
enclosed in brackets. When by degrees his wife made him aware of the
opinion of the physician, he immediately prayed to the Lord for" grace to bear
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any disposition of him which He in His infinite mercy sh()1.l1d see to be best;" adding, " My only grief would be to leave you so soon, my darling; bllt pray for
my recovery, if it be His will. I am in the hands of a greater Physician than
any earthly one. He can if He will restore me to health; but if not, and we
must part so soon, it will not be long before we shall be re·unitecl in onl' loving
Father's home." He was at all times most submissive to the Lord's will, even
when his brightest earthly prospects were merged in deepest shadows.
He had for two 01' three years entertained the hope that God wOltld give
him some more useful sphere of labour in His vineyard. He much desired to
become a preacher to others of that Gospel which was so precious to himself.
On two occasions he was permitted to be so, but the last time the exertion and
excitement were followed by spitting of blood; and \ those who loved him used
every persuasion to banish from his mind the though'tof public speaking, as it
was evident that·his frame was too weak to bear it, but he clung tenaciously to
the hope that he would some .day be strong enollgh to encounter the lllany
fatigues and difficulties of a preacher's life. After his' marriage, however, he
entirely relinquished the- idea, for repeated conversations on the subject convinced him that the Lord's work was not always preaching aloud with the
voice, but, on the contrary, it was very often the silent, patient enchlrance of His
will; and this was indeed his especial vocation.
.
During three weeks in September, spent at Ohelmsford, he was much stronger
than he had been for months previously, and so far revived, that he walked out
almost every day, or was sometimes drawn in an invalid's chair; on these latter
occasions he gjl.ve away many tracts, and often requested his wife to put them on
gate-posts, or in empty carts, or any other available places where there were
many foot-passengers. Those who received them from his hand always did so
with marked respect; his pallid, bnt pleasaut countenance, bespeaking for him
kind courtesy wherever he went. When walking through the town, he would
rest for a time in the shops where pnrchases hacl to be made, and invariably left
behind a savour of Christianity, which it is hope,lmay not have been unaccept.
able to his Lord, to whom we would renl1er, as he did, continual thanks for the
graces bestowed; for we 'know,' that the inimitable patience, the unvarying
amiability of disposition, and the ever-graceful courteousness of manner, were all
the gifts df that God, who had chosen him in the furnace of affliction, that he
might show forth His glory.
After his return home, on the 21st of September, he was unable to go out,
except twice, very short distances, but rapidly became 'weaker, his feet swelling
enormously, and his breathing becoming short and difficult, so that conversation
was almost impossible, and he spent much time in sleep, from great weakness.
His mind was full of the divine love, and views of his heavenly home frequently
bathed his soul in uuspeakable delights. The doctrine of God's electing love
was not made quite clear to him until about three weeks previous to his
departure; but that hj:l had been leal'lling it before, is testified by the numerous
marks in a pocket edition of the Romans and Corinthians, although he did not
speak of it, until one day, he said to his wife as she entered the room, "I want
to tell you something, dearest, that will give you great joy, as great as it has
given me; I may be tempted and afflicted, but I am safe fOT eveT; Christ is
mine because I am His; I never saw it so plainly before, but now I have firlll
hold of it, and He will not suffer my foot to be moved .. Oh, it has made me so
very happy j these tears are all of joy!" A few days before his last, he said, he
feared sometimes lest after all he was not a true child, because God did not
answer his prayers; he had prayed for health and length of days, and had so
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trusted to the promises of "long life," and that he should" not die, but live."
His wife reminded him, that God, as a kind and loving Parent, could best judge
of these things for him, and He alone could tell whether it would prove ben ficial
to his soul for his, earthly life to be prolonged; but, if he were remoyed to the
heavenly mansions, the word was still secure to him, for the" long life" would
be lengthened to eternal life, for the soul that is oile with Jesus can neve1' die,
but shall live for ever. This satisfied him greatly, and ever after he rested
calmly on the thought that his prayers were all heard and answered, but in God's
best way. Once he was full of grief lest he should be rebellious in his weak·
,ness; a kind Christian friend, residing in tbe house, and whom he loved as l\
brother, said: "Ob, do not think so, this is only the weakness of the {lesh, God
knows your frame, He remembereth you are but dust, ancI He is a faithful God
-always faithful-you would not like not to think so now." He replied with
animation, " Oh, no; 'He is all my trust-my strong tower-my rock of defence;
I couldn't give up that thought." His wife said, "Have you forgotten what
you told me the other day? You still believe that you' are God's child, do you
not? You know if you through illness feel differently, God is still the snme to
you." He replied, " Ah, yes! thank you for reminding me, He will never leave
me nor forsake me; Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever;
no change there, it is this poor weak body that changes, I'm so very weale"
These little clouds sometimes hovering over his path were always put to flight by
the remembrance of a precious promise, or a few words of earnest prayer-ejaculatory prayer-in which for several years he had found much comfort under all
- circumstances.
On tbe Lord's. day previous to his death, he said to a dear uncle, "I 0.111 so
glad to see you once more; there is but a step between me and Canaan; " and
to his cousin, "Willie, let me meet you in heaven; give my love to my d Ill'
Aunt and Tom; I trust we may all be found at the 1'ight hand in that dlly ;
there is no other hope worth having." On the morning of his death, his wif
said to him, "You are rapidly nealing the gates now, my beloved; you will
have to leave us very soon, but do not be afraid, Jesus will be with you, amI
support you through it." He looked joyfully upwards, and pressed her hand
earnestly, unable to articulate through the choking sensation in his throat. His
father "isited him for a few minutes during tbe morning, to whom he said, "I
am on the way, I-shall soon be there." Before leaving him, his father commended bis soul to God in prayer, to which he responded. The Christian friend
before named, came to his bedside, and said, "Trust in Jesus, He'll not forsake
you; you're going to a happy place, where the1'e will be no sorrow, no tears;
and God couldn't do more for you, He is doing the best for you t.hat He could
do; He is going to take you away from all the pain, and sin, and trouble of this
world, to I,ive with Him for ever; it's all for the best!" To each of these comforting sentences he assented heartily with sweet smiles. About half-past ten he
evinced such a strong desire to sit 'up in a large easy chair' by the fir , that he
was with some difficulty lifted into it; he became insensible for a time, but again
revived, and his wife said to him, "Are you still happy, dear one?" He
nodded in reply. She again said, "Do you know where you are gOing?" lIe
again nodded, and feebly pointed upwards. At this time, his wife's mother,
herself bedridden for eighteen years, sent a consoling m13ssage from an adjoining
room, to which he replied, " Give-my-love-to-dear-Ma,-and-a-kiss."
After this he scarcely appeared conscious, once only mising his finger heavenwards,\but with his head reclining upon his wife's hands, his feet supported by
her s~ster, and the dear friend still cheering him onwards towards tbe bright
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coast with loving Bible words which he doubtless heard and appreciated, although
power of speech was gone; he gently and sweetly breathed forth his spirit into
the hands of Him who gave it. So, on October 30th, 1863, at the early age of
2:1, having far outstripped his years both in mental acquirements, moral culture,
and in the spiritual life, his Lord and Master saw fit to lead him to that land of
light and love, where his ransomed soul, for ever revelling in the boundless fields
of indescribable glories, should add its joyful acclamatfons to those of the just
made perfect through the same grace which was granted unto him. And so may
we who are left still to struggle against Satan, self, and the world, and who weep
not for him, but for ourselves, press towards the mark of our high-calling in'
Christ Jesus; and, wben affliction is laid upon us, may our example testify to
others, that we, living with Him here, are only patiently waiting until He shall
say, " Gome up hither." And, when death with his arrow keen shall smite us,
may we, with this dear child of God, leave behind us sure 'evidence that we'have
only laid down the cross to take up the crown' of everlasting life.
H. E. R.

THE' GOLDEN LEOTURESHIP.
[As the children ofmony of ourformer readers, and somefew of our reader's themselves,
are familiar with the phrase, TAe Golden Lectu?'es!tip, associate.d as it is with the neverto-be-forgotten WATTS WiLKINSON, we cannot forbear quoting the annexed article from
"City Scraps," in that admirably-conducted journal, The City Press. The talented
"Aleph" has brought most vividly to our recollection the VENERABLE WILKINSON, as
with his diamond Bible, and witbout the aid of spectacles, he stood, leaning
upon the pulpit-board, and poured forth in unctuous stream his simple, sweet, God.
glorifying, Cbrist-exalting, soul. cheering testimony. Some of us can- never forget
WATTS WILKINSON, nor the surprise with which we heard he said, on his death-bed, of
the very sermons in which he seemBd lost to all human applause, so much self-seeking.
At the same time it would appear, that !le entertaiued not so. much as a thought about
self, or of !lis poor fellow fallen creatures, in ~o far as their good opinion was concerned.
It was the self-same humility that led him upon his sick-bed to exclaim, "I can never
get beyond the cry of the poor publican, ' God be merciful to me, asinner.' "-En.]

I

l'BE piety of our ancestors adorned London with many godly works. Even previous to the
great lire in 1666, the churches within the walls were vel'y numerous, and iu not a few of them,
beyond providing for the ordinary religious services, morning and evening lectureships were
established in several parishes, often with a special object of instruction, or to enforce some
important doctrine.. Nor can we doubt that, when they were founded, congregations were
readily induced to benefit by them. At presen t they appear to have lost much of t.heir useful.
ness; many City districts have becom~. merely a succession of warehouscs, and when the
"church.goiug bell" is heard, it sounds too frequently to deaf ears. Tbe lecturer constantly
finds himselt addressing empty pews, and the service is ouly continued that the endowment
may not he lost. l'he1'e is at least one remarkable exception to such mere nominalism. The
Golden Lecture, now delivered every Tuesday morning in St. Margaret's Chnrcb, Lotbbury, bnt
originally in the venerable sanctuary of St. Banholomew, still attracts numerons hearers, and
for a long series of years has exhibited the strange spectacle. of a well-filled cburch at midday, despite the incessant war of tramc in the most crowded of metropolitan districts. During
1.he last sixty years, the lectnreship, called Golden on account of the larp;e endowment attached
to it, has been adorned by a succession ot preachers, at ouce remarkablo for talent and piety.
This would be sufficiently proved by giving their names :-Wilkinson, Dale, Melville, and
Mome. But we shall advert more partieularly to the great influence exercised by the three first.
III l.he Church of St. Margaret, we read on u mUl'al tablet, set up as a tribute of love aud
regret, tbis inscription-'''rhe Rev. Watts Wilkiusou, A.B., Lecturer of the United Parishes of
St. Mary Aldermary, and St. Thomss the Apostle, Bow-lane, 'ruesday morniog Lecturer at St.
l3artholumew, Exchange, and late Cbaplain to Aske's Hospital, died December 14, 1840, in the
86th year of his age, aud in the 62ud year of his Miuistry. ' They that be wise shall shille as
the brightuess of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever
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and ever.''' Wilkinson was Ihe son of a Dissenting family, and he himself had for a long
period a rooted aver.ion to the Establishment, often observiul( that he felt afraid lest the steeple
should fall upOU him as he passed it. Ou the eveniug of September 11 th, 1772, he attended a
leclure by llle Rev. Henry Foster, at St. Aolholiu's Chnreh, aud received impressious as ubidillg
as life. He used to point out the spot in the aisle where he slood during the sermon. His
views wcre completely ehauged. "He bc~an to feel a predilection for the Established Church,
and a strong desire that if it were the will of God, uud he could conscientiously couform to it,
he might be called tn the ministry within its pale." He became a commoner at Worcester
College, Oxford, and concluded his residence by taking the degree of A.B, Duriug his clerical
studies he frequently read the works of the old Puritans (thongh he dislike,] theil' lion-conformity), for their plain, earnest mode of expounding Scri(!ture was peculiorly occeploble to
him. He was elected to the Golden Lectureship about 1803, aml continucd to dischar/(c its
fnnctions for upwards of thirty. seven years with equal zeal and success. Tt was not nntil the
final year of his ministry (April 28th, 1840) that the ancient Church of St. Darlholomew was
destroyed, in order to enlarge the site of the Bank of England. It was a suhject of much
lamentation that a church in which rested the remains of that venerable divine, Myles
Coverdale, Bishop of Exeter, the first translator of the Bible into English (1555), ahould be
levelled to the ground to facilitate the schemes of a com.mercial company. Coverdale died May
20th, 1567, aged eighty-one years, and was buricd near to tbe communion. table, where his
remains were discovered on the demolition of the church, at a considcruble depth below the
eurface, and re-interred in the Church of St. Magnus, Londou- bridge, of which he had been
rector. Mr. Wilkinson was always of a weakly frame, and those who noticcd his great energy
in the lJulpit little imagined his exertions would be continued so long. Even in middle life he
looked old, aad the scant, grey-hair that sparely covered his thoughtful brow, seemed one of
many signs that his days of labour would be but few. His voice was thin but cm photic, and
his tones, occasionally w low as to be hearll with difficulty, soon grew familiar to the ear; and
when the habit of attention was once formed, not 11 syllable was lost. Wben Mr. Wilkinsou
was over fourscore, he etill preached the Tuesday lectures with gi'eat regularity, and his popularity increased as his strength declined. He was not eloquent in tbe ordinary sense, but his
auditors saw in him a man whose whole soul was in the doctrines he enforced. The miud had
got the mastery over the frail body, and while he yet spoke in this transitory world, all his
anticipations were in the life to come. Ordinary preachers may he admired for their brilliant
talents, and their discourses qnoted as models of beautifnl composition; but this ancient servant
of God was no mere word polisher; to him the plainest most downright words were the best,
and the congregation listened with confiding reverence to one who stood on the very thresbold
of eternity, while he declared time to have no value but as the portal of the future. He
delivered his last lecture, Tuesday, Sept. 1, 1840, from Jeremiah xvii. 9, "The heart is
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked, who can know it?" On the following
Snnaay he preached at St. Mary's, Aldermory, from Ephesians ii. 19, "Ye are no more
strangeril and foreigner.,'.' &c. He articnlated with pain, an almost incessant cough compelled
him 10 conclude earlier than nsual. He rctnrned home declaring" that he should never preach
again." He survived, however, in weakness and SUffering, borne with extreme resignation, nntil
De~. 14tb. In conversation with a friend he said, " When I recollect how many thonsands, in
the course of my long ministry, I bave had to speak to, I am qnite overpowered. I trust I
have led them right; one thing I am qnite certain of, I have preached unto them what I
considered to he the trotb. Nor do I recollect that in anyone sermon, during my wbole life, l!
have ever disguised my sentiments to meet the prejudices of anyone. In looking back UpOIl
my ministry, this is the only point on which I can fix with any satisfaction." Few pI'eachers of
the Gospel have been more universally honoured than Watts Wilkinson, and this was due ch icily
to his singleness of purpose. His reasonings were leas those of an accomplished orator, thull
the simply uttered convictions of a gond and earnest man.
The popularity of the Golden Lecture .was not likely to be diminished by Oanon Dale.
There might be a few who listended to his first sermons at St. Margaret'3 with distrust, as if
their 108s in'Watts Wilkinson was irretrievable. But even if a few of the older members of the
congrcgation gradually dropped ofI', the new and energetic admirers who filled every seat, testified
abundantly to the ability of the younger pastor. Mr. Dale was then in the vigonr of his
powers; his discourses were carefully studied, and he spoke authoritatively as a moster in thtl
Church. It is surprising how small a share is due in the success of a minister to showy
verbiage or polished elocution. The message we expect to beur from tbo pulpit is too weighty
to need much ornament. Clear, succinct language is the fittest vehicle for the sublime truths
of revelation, and, provided coarse expressions are avoided, no words can be too plain or tqo
strong. Canon Dale invariably chose subjects that were deeply interesting to his hearers.
Occasionally a well· turned simile or apposite illustration roused tbe attention; but, as a rule,
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he relied upon a plain, logical statement of facts, difficult to psrry, and impossible to answer.
l>erhaps such a style was peculiarly adapted for the congregation he aadr~ssed. To men of the
world (this i$ not meant offensively)-merchants, traders-who are tenaciously working out a few objects, with Cocker for their guide, windy declamation, or flimsy urguments, would lead to
doubt rather than conviction. But when their own experience was appealed to, and they were
only Bsked to believe when satisfied, they gradually gave themselves up implicitly to the
lecturer's teachings. Mr. pale was never guilty of any attempt at display in the pulpit; nenr
songht to he fioe at the expense of perspicuity. He employed few or no gestures; he read his
sermon., but evidently wilh such a keen appreciation of every syllable, that his sentiments were
received as certa;nties rather than suggestions. Mr. Dale now moves in a loftier sphere, aud
many years have past since I heard him in Lothbury. I do not think his mastery as a Scripture
<spositor has iUCl'eused; and the clear, levd voice in which be enunciated the principles aud
evidences of Christianity still dwells on my ears. l'he Canon at St. Paul's and the rector at St•
.l'aucras wanteu (to my mind) somethiu~ of the earoestness and uncliou of the Goldeu I.eel·urel·.
Thc lenglheuiug shadows of age are falling around the venerated tcacher, and there is a strange
aptitude to criticisc our old friends as well as to overrate_them. It would be hard not to do tbe
lattcr, aud it may see,n scaut courtesy to iustitute comparisons between the veteran reasoner on
"temperance, righteousness, and judgment to come," and the indefatig~blc minister at St.
Marguret's.
.
I Jirst hearJ Mr. Melville, the most popular of the Lothhury lectnrers, at the church of St.
Mary, Islington. He was then young aad enthnsiastic, his powers f>;reat., bllt his experience
small. He aspired to emnlate the fame of Chalmers, but he was uo common imitator. His
style was too original and forcible to leave any dnubt as to hia intellectnal calibre. He was
neither dignilied nor winning. He was rather below the average height. His manner in thc
pulpit was hurried and restless; hi~ complcxion aallow, his hair a dark brown and rough, giving
the idea of a careless toilet. His voicc was harsh aud disagreeably rapid. It rcquired close
attcntion to catch all he said, yet it was difficult to forget his arguments. His text was a verse
of Malachi: "I the Lord change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob arc not consumed." Iu-a
noble burst of eloquence, he dwelt ou the unapproachable glory of God, whose dominiou i. everlasting, and who knows no separate periods of cxistence, but fills one vast now, including past,
present, and fnture. Tben he spoke of the nothingness of man; his life a vapour, a shadow, a
~ision, inferring from the fixedness of the eternal nature, and the transient being of Adam's
sons, our constant need of divine snpport aud mcrcy. The close of his sermon haunted me for
yean: "Our J!,reat God (said he), is uuehangeable; well for such erring creatures that it is so.
If the King Almighty could change, what might dust and pollution anticipate? The ages of
man are bnt the brief hours of a winter's day. He is for evcr changing, and the blossoms of
his pride never reach perfection. Mau's work. too, change and decay. Our abbey still slands,
but it has long mouldereu; but where is Babylon or Niueveh? There is a deadly film obscuring
the canvas of Raphael. Thc Moscs of Michael Angelo has been smote by time, while the
master works of Phidias exist only iu frogments. Diu Homer and Milton write for eternity?
Alas, no! 'The end of all things is at hand: Evcn the everlasting hills crumble, the land
encroaches upon the sea, the oceau wears away the cnast, the lights of heaven arc soon to grow
dim, change is writteu 'on all creation; tbcre is no pcrmanency but in God. Wc hear His
awfnl vniee -' I the Lord change not.' Let us humbly, then, bnt hopefnlly, draw nigh to
His mcrcy seat, lest punishment overtake our feeble faith, and we he consumed." Loag years
aftcrwards I was in Lothbnry, one Tues~ay morning, and, remembcring thc lecture, entered St.
Margarct's Church. An aged looking man, witll grey hair, aud " spectacles on nose," subdued
bllt earnest in manner, occupicd the pulpit. It was Mr. MelviJIe; but how changed from the
fervid preacher at St. Mary's! yes, chauged, but for the better. The enthusiasm was
smothcred, bnt not extinguished. In its place was a commanaing dignity only to bc gained by
the consciousness of high mental power. His hauds were seldom raised from the cushion; his
tones in general were quite level, but, when he exalted his voice, you might be snre some
passage of deep interest was to be delivered. Beginning a series of argumentative sentences
very qnietly, his energy lI:radually incrcased, and with it the attentiou of his hearers, till he pnt
forth in a few pithy words some weighty dogma or precious axiom, which at once held captive
the whole cougregation. He commonly ehosc unusual teXIs, or, if they were familiar, he treated
them in a novel manner. Bnt his chief desire was to be understood. If he could but makc
his subject plain, he conld easily add force to clearncss. That morning he had been addressing
the yonng, and was about'to conclude his discourse as we eutercd the centre aislc. He said,
"Young men, you may not believe your grey-baired monitor, and yet it is God's truth, that the
world which looks so beautiful to eyes undimmed with tears, and which is so dear to hearts
unused to sorrow, is bnt a passing show-a landscape bright with eph~meral rainbow tints-a
fair.seeming tree, bearing only Dead-&ea fruit-a syren enchilfiting with a poisoned eup-a
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deadly foe, hiding its malice under smiles-a yawning sepnlchre, the entrance wherelo i~ hidden
with roses-Destrnction iu Pleasnre's mask-Death, concealing its grim visuge with mockeries
of life. Oh, fly from the delusion; escape for your lives; listeu not to the falw Cllll1'lDer'S
song; be deaf t~ the witching voice. To hcar is to dic I Two paths are opeh-t1w Ll'Oad aud
flowery, ihe strait and painful; one begins in joy, but cnds in despair; the other commcoces
with labour and suffel'iog, but terminates iu everlasting felicity. If you love life, and desire
good days, fear God and kecp His comlillandments, for that is the whole dntyof man," Wo
were present VI' hen Mr. Melville delivered his last lecture at St. Margaret's. It was a crowd 'd
church, no small portion of the congre/l;ation being clergymen. Hi~ tone was snbdned, and the
disconrse embodied a recapitulation of the grand doctrincs of Christianity, and an affeuting
appeal to the hearts of his hearers. At last, he hade them adieu in a few broken words, moru
tonching than the most elaborate eloquence, and when he closed with a fervent ,. God blcss
you," few or none of the listeners were nnmoved. He continued in thc pulpit. slowly watchiug
the retiring crowd, aud feeling, no doubt, that one of his best seasous of usefuluess was closill~
for ever. Dnring seveu years he had hrought togetber weekly, in the centre of the mighty
City, and at the husiest hour of the day, a large assemhly, not of idlers, hut of merchants
attracted from the Exchange, and of divines from the stady, tu h.ar the uncompromisiug word
of truth, and taste in the midst of a noisy world the peace which il cannot give. Generally,
at a week-day service, there are nine ladies to one m"le auditor, b'it on these occasions thc
difference was quite ns striking the other wny. Mr. Melville wos >low ill composition, and took
(it was said) a week in writing a single sermon; a proof, were any wanting, that litcl'Ury
excellence is for the most part of slow growth. He preached from a carefully-penued
'manuscript, never wandering into extemporary remarks; and surely the sacred profession neede
such care, for words uttered from the pulpit cannot be recalled. Within the last year or two I
have heard Mr. Melville at St. Paul's. The great preacher is still worth a long journey. His
matter, his style, his illustrations src perfect of their kind, bnt the voice has ~rown thin und
uncertain; au air of languor and feebleness obscures the latent power of the speaker. 'l'he
following passage from one of his cathedral disconrses lacks little of the streugth that
distinguished the efforts of his hetter days :-" And now, men, womeD, uot lords aud ladies, bllt
Jloor dying worms in God's sight, and in the sight of his ministur; what must I say to you Pthat the day of grace is not yet past, though its sand fleets rapidly; thut the Saviour is makinK
intercession for us; that pardon and pellce are still oft'ered; that sulvation may be obtained
without money and without price. How long such gifts may he found for asking, who eau tell?
• Behold the J'udge staudelh at the door; , lire you prepared to open it P Are you expectin~ t1,o
awful summons, 'Behold the hridegroom cOIlleth P, Are you looking for the pale king's
messenger, and a call to the final assize P"
We decline spesking of ,Daniel Moore, the present lecturer. With great ability, and IJO
mean pulpit powers, he fails to draw large congregations. He lscks the skill to excite and
retain the attentiou of his hearers; but it is no wviablc task lu be the successor of Henry
Melville.
N.,IilPH.

**

* LONDON SCENES AND LONDON PEOPLE (by "Ar,EPJI "), being a s lectioD r
"City Scraps," superbly illustrated, price 78. 6d. May be ordered of 811y bookseller.
The M01'ning Star says, "These London sketches by •Aleph' are pecu,liarly valuahle.
They are gossipping in tone, full of information, and make altogether very pleasant
reading. • Aleph' must have been a loving explorer of old London. He knows evel'Y
quaint corner in it, and recollects many that are not nolV. Moreover, he has' some
tradition of each place to tell, some old time worthy to sketch, or some forgotten custom
to recall. To dip into the sketches is impossible. The moment YO!J. attempt it you are
over head and ears, and IlOt disposed to get out again. The book, apart from its literary
and historical merits, is most beautifully got up. The paper is of tbe best, the type is
new and clear, the illustrations finely executed, ,and the binding elegant. Altogother,
"London Scenes and Lon(lon People" is a work which is likely to be dosel'vedly a
favourite with a very large numher of readers."
'WHERE THE WELL IS PLACED.-The well of the water of life is not placed on
the top of the Christian's head, but deep down in the heart. When it bubbles
up very high, the child of God can say with Paul, "Having a desire to depart
and be with Christ, which is far better;" but when it is low, ho says with the
Psalmist, " Is His mercy clean gone for ever?"
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The Ga"den Oracle, and Flol'icultuml Hand Book for 1864. Edited by
SUlllLEY HlBBERD, F.R.H.S. London: Groombridge and Sous. Price Is.
).'1]($ will be found an invaluable" oracle" for all matters respecting gardening,
plul1ting, &c. It contains, besides an almanack, a calendar for .each month of
garden work, reminding the gardener what ought to be done with method and
neatness. The calendar also contains much useful information for people who
have greenhouses, at what temperature to keep them night and day, etc. A
'description of the new pbnts, flowers, and fruits of the year is given, of course of
much interest to connoisseur. Altogether it forms one of the most complete
handbooks of the kind we have ever seen, and we cau well recommend it to our
readers.
"
The City Diu1'Y and Almanack, 1864. London: W. H. Collingridge,
Aldersgate Street, E.C. Price Is.
h is a marvel of cheapness, and cannot fail to be useful to those in the City, and out
of it too. 1'here is ample space for private notes, and each sheet is interleaved
with blotting-paper. We have it on Out' own editorial table, and can assure our
readers we find it most serviceable. The almanack contains, in addition to the
usual infol'mation" a calendar of remarkable events, with their dates, places,
personages, and particulars of their occurrence. Altogether, we cun highly
recommend it as a most neceseary adjunct to any counting·house or library.

I
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Where do We Get it, and How is it Made? By GEORGE DODD. London:
James Hogg and Sons.
'I'1lI]; design of this useful book is to afford the answer to the query, "Where
does it come from? How is it made?" and it endeavours to answer the questioll
satisfactorily to the youthful and inquisitive mind.
.
Worth He1' Weight in Gold. London: Wertheim, Macintosh, and Hunt, 24,
Paternoster Row.
AN interesting and instructive story for the class' to whom it is addressed. A
,
good domestic servallt is indeed" worth her weight in gold."
Links in the Chain; or, Popula1' Chapters on the Curiosities ·of Animal Life.
By GEORGE lCEARLEY. With Illustrations. London: James Hogg and Sons.
THIS volume contains much interesting information respecting insects, the anilIlalcu[,13 of the unseen world, and animals of far distant climes.
The Helping Hand; By ADELAIDE ALEXANDER, London: James Hogg
and Sons.
A BOOK well calculated to help the young in their researches after biblical
knowledge. It also contains many interesting scraps that may have escaped the
memory of older readers.
The Youth's Mayazine. The Bible Class Magazine. New Series. The
'l'he Biblical TI·easury.
Notes on the Scripture
Child's Magazine.
Lessons for January, 1864, The Union Magazine. The Sunday School
Teache-rs Magazine. London: Sunday School Union, 56, Old ;Bailey, E.C.
THESE are all monthly serials published by the Sunday School Union. They
will be found of great use to the Sunday School Teacher, as well as to the
scholar, and would help to enliven and instruct the children at home on a
Sabbath aftel'lloon.
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The Rector's Daughter; By ANNE BOWMAN. London: Routledge, Wal'l1e,
and Routledge.
'l'I-m is a pleasing story for our young folks; the characters are well delineated,
and the illustrations are good.
Our Own Fireside. London: William Macintosh.
'THIS magazine still continues to be a true friend to the home circle. It is well
edited, and the contributors to its stores are among the cleverest of our day.
'The January number opens the year with a piece on New Year's Day, from .Dr.
Cumming's pen. Vve have only time to give a cursory notice, but" The I-Iome
at Nain;" "The Blind and the Deaf," by the Editor; and the conclusion of
" A Fortnight at Munich," will be fonnd particularly interestillg.
Olney and the La~e Makers. London: Williarn :Macintosh.
THIS little book describes Olney, a very small town in the North of Bm;kinghamshire. Most of our readers must be familiur with its name, as the place
where Cowper, John Newton, and Thomas Scotf spent so many years of their
lives. Many of the people are very poor, owing to the lace makers being so
miserably paid. The author pleads the case very ably with the public at largo,
but more especially with the lovers-of Oluey Hymns, who owe a debt of gratitude to the Olney poets.
Lost; but Not for Ever. By the REV. R. W. VANDERKISTE. London:
James Nisbet and Co.
Tms narrative combiiles the romantic with the wonderful. How the author was
preserved without food for six llays, on the wild Australian mountains, amidst
incessant rain, is truly incredible; and his rescue, ill such an unforeseen manner,
shows strongly that "man's extremity is God's opportunity ." We doubt not
the work will be welcomed by those who have read the author's former book, an
account of his work amidst" The dens of London."
" 'rHIS IS MY BELOVED, AND THIS IS MY FRIEND."
o JESUS, lovely Jesus! how bright Thy glories shine,
Oh, wbat transporting music is in 1'hy voice divine,
When 1'hou art pleased to whisper sweet accents to the soul,
"The heart which I have broken, my grace shall make it whole."
o Jesus, precious Jesus! what words of peace and love
Attend the weary pilgrim, descending from above;
'1.'0 cheer his lonely pathway whilst walking in Thy fear,
'rowards the end celestial, to breathe diviner air.
o Jcsu~, mighty Jesus! whose arm alone can save
:From sin and hell's destruciiolJ, and death itself ouibrave;
Whose blood proclaims a pardon to such a soul as mine,
Whose grace is all-sufficient to join my heart to Thine
o Jesus, Godlike Jesus! who can set forth Thy praise?
'l'he songs of men and angels unite in humble lays
To celebrate Thy glories, iiJ earth and heaven above,
Whilst each must-veil their faces when singing of Thy love.
o Jesus, "my own" J eSTIs! let saints and angels cry,
'l'hoH art the only" brightness of glory" which the eye
Can look upon with pleasure, jhrou~hout eternal days:
. In Thee the Father's image is seen in beauteous rays.
o Jesus, lovely Jesus! win all my heart to 'l.'hee,
And lead me through the valley until Thy face I see;
'1'0 join with all the saved Thy praises to prolong,
In harmony and union, and evei'lasting song.
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