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"Who comforteth us all in our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comforts wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 Cor. 1. 4.

A MIDNIGHT ASSEMBLY AND SERVICE-THE NIGHTS
OF THE BIBLE.
No. 1.

IT has been our practice for many years to begin and end the
year in the house of God. Our midnight service commences at eleven
and closes about half-past twelve o'clock. It was thought that the
Sunday services-especially that of the evening-would interfere with
the arrangements of the present year; instead of which it was the
largest gathering we have ever had. Never was there so vast an
assemblage within the walls of our church (not even excepting the
day of the consecration) as at the recent midnight hour. The buildiJlg
was filled to overflowing in every part, whilst hundreds stood in the
aisles throughout the service; hundreds also, it is stated, were compelled to leave the doors, being unable to gain admission; moreover,
the greatest attention and interest pervaded the whole assembly..
There was not the semblance of weariness. It seemed as though the
people came in a spirit of becoming awe and solemnity; as if conscious of stepping over the threshold of a new and most eventful
.
year.
At the commencement of the first hymn,
"All hail the power of Jesu's name,"

that vast body rose and sang as with one heart and one voice. This
was followed by the litany, and then the 25th chapter of Matthew.
Then the hymn,
" Though troubles assail, and dangers affright,"

was sung. After this a prayer bearing upon the mercies of the
receding year was offered from the pulpit, and then "the Nights of
F
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the Bible" were introduced and briefly commented upon; the object
of the preacher being to show the greatly diversified charaoter of the
meroy which, during the night season, had been so graciously bestowed
by Him who, as of old, still" deIighteth in mercy," being as He is,
"thEi same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." Within some two
or three minutes of the hour of twelve, there was a pause for silent
prayer, during which the most solemn stillness pervaded the whole
congTegation. A minute or two after the years had changed, that
dead silence was broken by the words of the well-known hymn,
" Guide us, 0 Thou great J eho:vah,"

in which the people joined with the utmost heartiness. The subjeot,
" the Night.s of the Bible," was then resumed for a few minutes, eaoh
night being briefly spoken of with a view to the hearer's own searoh
and investigation. The watohword for the year was then announoed,
and prayer once more offered for a blessing on the new year. The
doxology was sung, the blessing pronounoed, and at half-past twelve
the congregation dispersed with the preaoher wishing them all " a
very happy new year."
In remembranoe of that interesting and deeply-solemn scene, and
with a view of extending and perpetuating the thoughts suggested hy
the subject chosen for the occasion, we purpose to bring before you,
dear readers, "THE NIGHT:;; OF THE BIBLE."
Now, if so be the Lord the Spirit is pleased to be with us in the
exercise, we shall find muoh, beloved, to interest us, and the graoe
and meroy of our God in covenant will be opened in rioh and blessed
variety. We shall find in connexion with the night soenes of the
Bible what we wouId define as, 1, separating mercy; 2, revealing
meroy; 3, wrestling meroy; 4, delivering mercy; 5, chastising mercy;
6, importuning mercy; 7, condescending mercy; 8, redeeming mercy;
9, restoring mercy; 10, interposing mercy; 11, protecting mercy;
12, saving mercy; 13, discriminating mercy; 14, tender mercy; 15,
enlightening mercy; 16, forbearing mercy; 17, forginng mercy;
18, rescuing mercy; 19, comforting and consoling mercy; 20, the
crowning meroy. And what, reader, think you, is the crollning'
mercy? Oh, it is all that is involved in that heart-cheering and
most blessed deolaration, " AKn THERE SHALL BE :'\0 :'\IGHT THERE,"
Yes, beloved, to our minds here is the blessedness, here the cro-wning
mercy of all. "And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God
A.hnighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. And the city had no
need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of
God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And the
nations of them which are saved shall "alk in the light of it: and the
kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. And the
gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night
there. And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into
it. And there shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth,
neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie; but they
which are written in the Lamb's book of life. And he shewed me a
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pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street, of it, and
on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve
manner of fruits, and yielded her' fruit every month: and the leaves
of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no
more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it;
and His servants shall serve Him: and they shall see His face; and
His name shall be in their foreheads. And there shall be no night
there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the
Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and eveT "
(Rev. xxi. 22-27; xxii. 1-5).
Our subject will begin where God begins, with separation; and
end where God ends, with glor·ification.
Before, however, we enter more immediately upon "the Nightsofthe
Bible," we would say, in support of the remark about separation, that
there is a separation clearly testified of in the Scriptures which had
to do with certain privileged persons before ever they were brought
into existence, or day and night had begun. We allude to the
eternal separation or setting apart of the Ohurch in Jesus" before the
morning stars sang together, or the sons of God shouted for joy."
Speaking of them, as their glorious Covenant Head and Surety, Jesus
says, in the Psalms of David, "In thy book all my members were
written '" '" "' when as yet there was none of them." The apostle Paul,
tmder the self-same ministry and power as that of the Psalmist,
exclaims, in his epistle to the Ephesians, "Blessed be the God and
Father of om Lord Jesus Ohrist, who hath blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Ohrist: according as He hath chosen
us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy
and without blame before Him in love: having predestinated us unto
the adoption of children by Jesus Ohrist to Himself, according to the
good pleasme of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace,
wherein He hath made us accepted in the Beloved. In whom we
have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according
to the riches of His grace" (Eph. i. 3-7). And J ude, speaking of
this separation, sanctifying, or setting apart, opens his short epistle
thus: "Jude, the servant of Jesus Ohrist, and brother of J ames, to
them that are.sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus
Ohrist, and called" (Jude 1).
We have referred to these facts, beloved, in order to show the root,
foundation, and base of the mercy of which we are about to speak;
and to prove how purely and distinctively it stands apart from any
worth or merit of the creatme-that from first to last, salvation is of
grace-rich, free, and sovereign grace-originating, and imparted,
and maintained, and consummated wholly and solely in the matchless
mercy and boundless love and omnipotent power of the one incomprehensible, undivided, and ever-adorable J ehovah.
In the 19th chapter of the book of Genesis, there are facts recorded respecting a most striking and painfully-solemn night scene.
F
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God was about, in consequence of their extreme wickedness and
abomination, to destroy the cities of the plain; but He had favombecause He would have favom-towards one who dwelt there. As
did N oah, so did Lot, " find grace in the eyes of the Lord:" it was not
because there was anything in the one or the other intrinsically or
inherently good. There was proof enough in both that they were
men in common-the offspring of a guilty and con-upt stock.
For any subsequent distinction or difference, they were entirely
indebted to divine sovereignty. It was by the infusion and impartation of divine grace from God, the somce of all grace, that they
were led to differ from the multitude by whom they were smrounded.
And such was the distinguishing character of the love, and the grace,
and the mercy exercised towards them, that we read of the angel
(and who was this but the Angel of the everlasting Oovenant?) saying
unto Lot, " Haste thee, escape thither, for I cannot do anything till
thou be come thither." Oh, what grace-what mercy-was this! Nor
was it less grace or less mercy that prompted the Lord to foreshow
to Lot the destruction that was about to befal the cities where he
dwelt. . What was it but separating mercy so richly manifested, after
that anxious-yea, agonizing night, through which Lot had passedthat prompted the angels, when the moming arose, to hasten Lot,
saying, "Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, "hich are
here; lest thou be consumed in- the iniquity of the city. And while
he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of
his wife, all.d upon the hand of his two daughters; the Lord being
merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him without
the city. And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth
abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee,
neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou
be consumed" (vel' 15-17).
Reader, dost not tho",:! know something experimentally of this
separating mercy.2 Who out the same Lord alTested thee, and aroused
thee, and finally separated thee from a world lying in the wicked one?
What would have been the hapless consequences, if so be the Lord
had not visited thee, as He did Lot; and, after giving thee to percei,e
thy thraldom and thy peril, snatching thee as a brand from the
bmning ? Oh, what sepamting mercy was that by "hioh thou "ast
brought forth from companions, and associations, and habits, and
tastes, and pmsuits, which were all bearing thee dO\\ll"ard to e,erlasting destruction, as though thou wast fatally and finally spellbound r What arm but that of Omnipotence-what power but that
of J ehovah-could have so completely disenthralled thee, and tmned
the whole current of thy thoughts, inclinations, and desires? "Who
so bent upon the pursuit of thine own will-the gratification of thine
own desires-the yielding to thine own inclinations-as thyself, "hatever the result, and however perilous or destructive the consequence?
Oh, beloved, how marvellous was the separating mercy, and the subduing grace, so that, in spite of thyself, and in direct opposition to all
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thy preconceived wishes; intentions, and resolves, thou wast led by a
course so contrary to what thou hadst marked and mapped out for
thyself. Was Lot's case more special or more peculiar than thine?
" Oh no," we are assured thou wilt say. On the contrary, thou art
prepared to affirm that, if there were a difference, thou wast the greater
miracle of mercy of the two.
Oh, the unspeakable blessedness of separating mercy! How richly
was the mind of the apostle imbued with the spirit of it when, in his
epistle to the Galatians, he exclaims, " But when it pleased God, who
separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by His grace,
to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the
heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood."
Reader, the Lord enable thee yet more and more to contemplate His
goodness, and rejoice in His love, as opened to thy admiring view by
the Holy Ghost, in the sweet and soul-reviving retracings of separating
mercy.

.

\

We pass on, beloved, to the 28th chapter of Genesis, where we shall
find a precious example of revealing mercy. J acob had left his home,
and under peculiar and anything-but-creditable circumstances, too.
He was-and well he might be-under a cloud. Nay, we believe
that as yet the true light had not shone in upon his benighted mind;
that whatever he might have seen, heard, or thought of divine things,
he was thus far personally ignorant of, and indifferent to, their nature
and blessedness. His first night from home was a solitary one indeed,
with nought but the vast canopy of the heavens for his ourtain, the oold
earth for his bed, and stones for his pillow. Dreary and desolate
indeed. Little to be envied was thy lot, poor guilty wanderer! But
oh t mark the graoe that followed him. "He dreamed, and behold a
ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reaohed to heaven: and
behold the angels of God asoending and desoending on it. And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham
thy father, and the God of Isaao: the land whereon thou liest, to thee
will I give it, and to thy seed; and thy seed shall be as the dust of
the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east,
and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall
all the families of the earth be blessed. And, behold, I am with thee,
and will keep thee in all plaoes whither thou goest, and will bring thee
again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that
whioh I have spoken to thee of" (vel'. 12-15) . Oh, what meroy was this!
What a revelation! How boundless was the graoe involved therein!
How little did the patriaroh antioipate suoh a state of things, when he
lay himself down upon that dreary spot. Little did he imagine by
whom he was proteoted, and what the blessings in store. Hence well
might he exolaim, as he awaked out of his sleep, " Surely the Lord is
in this plaoe ; and I knew it not. ,. ,. '" And this stone, whioh I have set
for a pillar, shall be God's house; and of all that Thou shalt give
me I will.surely give the tenth unto Thee" (vel'. 16-22).
Reader, dost thou know anything of Bethel, and the blessed
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revealing mercy connected therewith? Has the Lord not only sepa
rated thee, brought thee, as the Psalmist has it, to "forget thine own
people, and thy father's house," but hath r'evealed Himself to thee
as thy God in covenant, saying, with power divine, "Yea, I have
loved thee 'with an everlasting love, and with lovingkindness have I
drawn thee?" Oh, how blessed then, is thy position! Tried and
troubled as thou mayest now be, nothing, remember, can alter
Bethel-blessings, or lead t,hy great covenant Revealer to forget or
forego Bethel pledges and Bethel assurances. Oh, consider, beloved,
what is comprehended, or rather what is not comprehended, in that
thrice-blessed covenant engagement, "And, behold [as though the
Lord would have His servant aware that He was about to promise
great things, and to lay Himself under great obligations, and behold]
I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest,
and will.bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee
until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of." Reader,
here is a note of hand, the which thou mayest present at the mercyseat, day by day, and in every time of trial, or moment of necessity.
It is thy privilege and thy province to "put the Lord in remembrance" at such seasons, "and to plead with Him," as the patriarch
did, when he exclaimed, "And thou saidst, I will surely do thee
d

good.~'

This leads us onward another step, where, in the 32nd chapter of
the same book, we meet with another eventful night, and that marked
in a very special way with wrestling mercy. J acob had tarried many
a long year from home, and singular and most eventful had been his
career; but he had now his Lord's warrant-yea, His own special
direction-to "return unto the land of his fathers, and to his kindred;" moreover, he had another of the Lord's most blessed lovetokens and divine and gracious pledges, for the Lord added, "And I
will be with thee." The command was great-the covenant greater.
Here was the Lord again placing Himself under obligation, and
putting His servant into a position in which he could appeal
upon the grOlmd of the pledge here given; of which the patTiarch
afterwards-as well he might do-took the advantage. On his return,
and after his singular conference with Laban, tidings reach J acob
that his angry brother Esau was coming forth to meet him, and four
hundred men with him. What could he intend by such an escort
but the overthrow and destruction of J acob? J acob, in consequence,
was "greatly afraid and distressed." In simplicity and holy fervour
he pleads with God-" 0 God of my father Abraham, and God of
my father Isaac, the Lord which saidst unto me, Retmn unto thy
country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee: I am
not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which
Thou hast shewed unto Thy servant; for with my staff I passed o,er
this Jordan; and now I am become two bands. Deliver me, I pray
Thee, from the hand of Thy brother, from the hand of Esau; for I fear
him, lest he will come and smite me, and the mother with the children.
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And Thou saidst I will surely do thee good, and make thy seed as the
sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude" (vel'. 9-12).
Here is an appeal to J ehovah, in His own rightful name and authority.
Here is the reminding Him of His own counsel and direction; and
it is very blessed to be able to do this; not to be left in a state of
uncertainty as to whether this course has been adopted, or that step
taken according to one's own fleshly will and wisdom, but, on the
contrary, in direct submission to, and acquiescence with, the Lord's
revealed ,viII and way. Then there follows the more stedfastly the
plea upon the ground of the promise: "And I will deal well with
thee." .Next, there is the brokenness and humiliation; then the
retracing: "",,-jth my staff I passed over this Jordan, and now I am
become two bands." Then follows the entreaty; then the acknowledgment in childlike simplicity of the fear and apprehension. All
this is succeeded by certain precautionary steps and measures; but,'
as though placing little or no reliance on these, he "rose'up that
night, and passed over the brook J abbok." Then we read that
" J acob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the
breaking of the day. And when he saw that he prevailed not
against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of
J acob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him. And he said,
Let me go, for the clay breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go,
except thou bless me" (vel'. 24-26). vVhat a night was that, and what
a scene too! J acob, a poor timid, trembling man, wrestling through
the shades of night 'with none less than the Angel of the Oovenant,
condescending to assume our nature, and to place Himself in contact
as a wrestler with the creature of a day. The God coming down to
wrestle with a man; and so humbling Himself-so condescending
-so gracious-so gentle-as to suffer Himself, the greater, to be
overcome by the wrestler and the less. Oh, what a beautiful expounding was this in that early day of the truth He in the after days of
His flesh, declared: "The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and
the violent taketh it by force."
Reader, dost thou know anything of what this tcrestling mercy is?
Ob, what an unearthly satisfaction and supernatural blessedness there
is in thus being able, in spite of every difficulty and discouragement,
to bow before the footstool of divine mercy, and wrestle with a God in
covenant upon the footing of His own promise and oath. " And
Thou saidst, I will surely do thee good," is such a powerful plea-an
argument so irresistible and blessed. When privileged thus to grasp
the promise, and to plead it before the Lord as His own home-andheart-spoken word in times and seasons past, how unspeakably precious
is the realization. Faith has again gained a hearing, and so importunate are its entreaties, so pointed its arguments, and so stedfast its
hold upon the Great PromiseI', that the earnest and the assurance of
the blessing- is felt and enjoyed ere yet the slightest change in position
or circumstances is apparent. Here, we contend, is faith's privileged
spot. Here is a triumph over sight and sense. Here a peace and a
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satisfaction and a blessedness .experienced and enjoyed which the
world knows nothing of.
Reader, do you know something of this mercy? If so you will
sing with the blessed, Spirit-taught HART,
" Boast not, ye sons of earth,
Nor look with scornful eyes;
Above your highest mirth
1\'1y saddest hours I prize:
For, though my cup seems filled with gall,
A something seC1'et sweetens all."
Bedminster, B1'istol, Jan. 1866.
THE

EDITOR.

WAYSIDE NOTES.
JACOB'S WELL.

"Now Jacob's well was there."-JoKN iv. 6.
THE Lord's dear people have their precious spots in the wilderness, and
"Jacob's well" is one. The scene of a marvellous instance of sovereign
grace and mercy in the conversion of a sinful woman, it reminds them of
the spot, the time, and the means taken to bring them in contact with a
loving Saviour. Let us, beloved, at this season, ho,er in meditation
about that well. "Jesus must needs go through Sama.ria," that is to say,
having commanded His twelve disciples to "go not into the way of the
Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not" (Matt. x. 5.),
He must needs go there, because there was a 'vessel of mercy to be saved,
and the necessity was laid upon Him as "the Lamb slain fi'om the
foundation of the world." Samaritan women often came down to that
well with their water jars gracefully borne upon their heads, but little did
that "certain woman" imagine, as she thoughtlessly wended her way
thither, of the riches of God's grace in store for her. Jesus being wearied
with His journey, sat on the well; and, as the woman approached
with her water jm.", He said unto her, "Gi,e me to clrink." She little
thought that He who sat on the "IIell "IIould soon sit on His tlnone of
glory. So she all.',wered Him jauntily: "How is it that thou, being a
Jew, asketh drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the J t'"IIS
have no dealings with the Samaritans." This "IIas perfectly hue, for the
proud Jew never asked a favolU' of a Samaritan; so that to her the request was startling and singular, and a fmther proof of the humility of
om dear Lord. " J esllS answered and said unto her, If thou kne"llt'st the
gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to ill'ink; thou
wouldst have asked of Him, and He would have gi,en thee living water.
The woman saith unto Him, SiT, Thou hast nothing to ill'aw with, and
the well is deep: from whence then hast Thou this living water? Art
thou greater than om father Jacob, which gave llS this "IIell, and ill'ank
thereof himself, and his children and his cattle? Jesus answered and said
unto her, "Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: but "IIhosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst;
but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of "IIater
springing up into everlasting life." Come, thirsty soul, thou "IIho hast
tasted the life-giving character of this water. May the Lord lead us unto
the contemplation of this precious portion to the refreshing of om spu'its,
and think of
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1. THE HUMANITY OF CHRIST.

"Being weat'ied with His jowrney sat on tlw well."----'Verse 6.
Beloved, it is glorious to contemplate Jesus -as the risen Saviour, and to
think of Him in His official character before the throne of the Father;
but it. seems to come to the level of our feelings, and to touch our present
expenence, when we think of Him as the God-MAN who visited this earth
in great humility.
Are we obliged to toil day by day for the bread that perisheth? So
was He. In that vile place, Nazareth, out of which Nathaniel could not
believe that any good thing could come, Jesus laboured humbly meekly,
and obediently, as "the carpenter's son." Do our loved ones grow in
wisdom and in stature, so that the exclamatiou is frequent, "How wonderfully they are springing up around us and pushing out into the world?"
So did Jesus. " He increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with
God and man." AJ.·e we ofttimes sorely tried and tempted by the enemy
of our souls? So was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted of the Devil, and that, too, in a variety of specious ways. Are
we continually stirred out of our self-made nests, and shown that we must
be pilgrims, sojourners, and tent bearers throughout the wilderness
journey? So was Jesus. " The foxes had holes, and the birds of the air
had nests, but the Son of Man had not where to lay His head." Are we,
after the toil of the day, glad enough to rest our tired limbs? So was
Jesus. "He entered into a ship with His disciples, and behold there
arose a great tempest in the sea that the ship was covered with waves, but
He was asleep." AJ.·e we often hungry and thirsty? So was Jesus.
,\Vhen He had fasted forty days and forty nights in the wilderness, He
was a hungered," and thirsty, when He said to this Samaritan woman,
" Give me to drink." Do we weep at the tomb of some loved one, on
whose arm we leaned, and whose life seemed wrapt up in our own? So
did Jesus. At the tomb of Lazarus, "Jesus wept. Then said the Jews,
"Behold how He loved him."
Thus can I go to one who is "touched with the feeling of my infirmity,"
and who has experienced every form of trial before me, and is therefore
truly called, "a very present help in every time of need." Yes, in the
midst of my daily toil, I can say, Dear Jesus, remember Nazareth and
help me. Amidst family anxiety, I can say, Dear Jesus, grant that our
dear ones may grow in the knowledge of Thee. In pressing on in the
journey of life, I can say, Dear Jesus, be Thou my staff. When I lay
down to rest, I can say, Dear Jesus, I will lay me down in peace, and
sleep, for Thou only makest me to dwell in safety. When hungry and
thiJ:sty, I can say, Dear Jesus, feed me with that bread that perisheth
not, and bid me drink of the ever-flowing water of divine life. When
bereaved, I can say, Dear Jesus, let me lean upon Thine arm, for that
will never fail me. Thus can I feel my Lord to be my Jesus of the day
and of the way, and talk to Him and walk with Him as a bosom Friend,
and can say to Him,
All sinless Thou canst feel for those
Oh bear me up, protect me now,
Who strive and suffer long,
In dark temptation's hour,
For Thou wert born of woman-Thou And knowest that our infirmity
In Thee alone is strong."
Hast felt the tempter's power.
His
journey,
sat thus on the well: and
Jesus, then, being wearied of
now, beloved, let us think of
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11. THE CO:r."VERSATION AT THE WELL.

" If thou knewest

the gift of God, and who d is that saith unto tAee, give me to
drink, tlimt wouldest have asked of Him, and He would h(1fl}e given thee living
water."-Verse 10.
Here we have another iilstance of the simple and. suitable teaching of
our Lord. Saviour and sinner are by the side of J acob's well. The
woman has come to draw water, and our Lord uses the circumstance
uppermost in her mind and the materials upon the spot to set forth divine
truth. And do notice, beloved, the precious peculiarities of the vater that
Jesus tells the Samaritan woman of. It is,
(1 st.) The gift of the Father. "Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou
knewest the gift of the Father," &c. It is interesting to notice that the
water carriers of the east have water contained in a goat's skin till:o\\U
over the shoulder; and they go about the streets of 'Cairo crying, in the
Arabic language, "Ya! aatee Allah!" "The gift of God! " " The gift of
God !" And it is not an unusual circumstance for a rich man to buy the
supply of water thus carried about for the purpose of giving it to his
poorer neighbours, when the language used is" Ho! everyone that thirsteth,
come ye to the water, and he that hath no money, come buy, mthout
money and without price;" reminding us of the familial' language used
by the prophet Isaiah. But, beloved, does not this assertion of our dear
Redeemer also tell us that HE, the FOlmtain of ewrlasting life, is the gift
of the Father to poor thirsty souls? The richest token of Goel's lo,e to us.
A gift, not a loan; a free gift too, which we never deseneel. Oh, ho"
much is contained in those three words, "God is love!" And what a
proof of that love we have· in our Lord's words, "If thou knewest the g1ft
of God." And then, beloved,
(2nd.) It is through Christ alone we can obtain this "ater. "If thou
knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith unto thee, give me to
drink j thou w01tldest hm;e asked of Him." Out of the smitten rock in Horeb
came water to satisfy the physical cra>ings of God's ancient people, and
out of the smitten side of Jesus fio"ed the "ater of ete:rnallife, to refresh
ever the spiritual wants of God's spiritual Israel. "'Yell might our Lord
say, in looking for"ard to the cross, "The "ater that I shall gi,e thee."
Strike the ilinty rock at Horeb, and it might have been expected that fire
would have been produced rather than that "ater should ha,e fio"ed,
and little could the woman of Samaria have imagined that she now stood
near that spiritual Rock, Christ-so soon to be smitten, and from whose
wounded side would flow the waters of eternal life. J esm, then, is "the
fountain of life," the precious gift of the Father. A step funher, beloved:
(3rd.) The water that flows from Him is liv£ng water. How is it living
water? The answer is in His own words: "I will send the Comforter."
Yes, the Holy Spirit, in His sanctifying and comforting influences, may
be compared to living water; fu'st, because His power produces life;
secondly, because He sustains life j and thirdly, because He perfects life.
Yes, it is the power of the Spirit alone that can bring such as are dead in
sin into a state of spiritual life. The secret of this the apostle Paul knew
when he said, "And if Christ be in you the body is dead, because of sin;
but the Spirit is life, because of righteousness;" and then that power
that produces life sustains life. Those divine communications, belo,ed,
day by day, the fertilizing effect of the application of the word, the refreshing infiuence of divine grace, are proofs of this j for by all these
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means the life given is sustained, and becomes developed more and more
until perfected in Ohrist. "Not as thoug'h I had already attained, either
Were already perfect j but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for
which also I am apprehended of Ohrist Jesus." And then, beloved, as well
as the peculiarities of this vital wa,ter, om Lord declares its position. " The
water that I shall give him, shaJl be IN HIM." Very essential little words
these "in him." So that we have not to make a pilgrimage to J acob' s
well 01' to journey to Rome to get it. It is in you. You cannot get away
from it; it cannot get [l.way from you. Ohrist in yOll the hope of glory.
There is a certainty and reality in such a religion as this; which fact
brings us to another precious point declared by om Lorel:
(4th.) This water is spr'inging water. "The water that I shall give him
shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life."
Springing from an inexhaustible Head, even Ohrist Jesus, in whom
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and ever springing up
and forcing its way throltgh all opposing influences, and in spite of the
thick clay of the wilderness heaped upon it, percolating through it, and
pmifying; fertilizing, and refreshing the soul of the believer. Oh, the
comfort of the knowledge and experience of this fact! To the writer's
mind these two words "springing up" are among the most precious and
comforting words of Scriptme. They seem to tell us, beloved; that, let
the wilderness care be what it may; the water of life shall spring up
through all in gushing emotions, penitential tears, longings after God, and
clingings to Jesus. ,Vhen we have thought, " Smely His mercy is clean
gone; surely we cannot be children of God; to experience such a wretched
death in the soul," the water of life has sprung up again, and the vine has
flourished and the pomegranates budded in the garden of the Lord.
And then, lastly, beloved, om dear Lord tells us that this springing up
is to terminate in "c?;erla,sting life." Oh, how sweet to think of it! Why
should I fear? If this be so, "for me to live is Ohrist, and to die is gain."
Why should I doubt if this be so; He who hath begun the good work in
me will perform it until the day of the Lord. If this be so, why should I
be cast down? "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of glory."
Oh, then, I rejoice in this gift of the Fl:tther, the well of life, the water of
which
"V{hoso tastes shall thirst no more."
And now, beloved, think of
Ill. THE CHARACTER OF THis WOMA.i" AT THE WELL.

" Jesus said unto h81', Go caU thy husband, and come hither. " -Verse 16.
There are three featmes of her character brought to light by om dear
Redeemer at the well.
(I.) She was immoral.
(H.) She was an idolatress,
(HI.) She was very ignorant.
(I.) She was immoral. She had asked for the water of life with some
degree of earnestness. "Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither
come hither to draw." But before this can be granted sin must be
acknowledged and confessed; hence our Lord meets her appeal by the
searching words, " Go, call thy l.usband." An, this was touching a tender
chord, unstrung in sin. "The woman answered and said, I have no
husband. Jesus saith unto her, Thou hast well said,"I have no husband:

68

THE GOSPEL MA.GAZINE.

[Fobl'mwy 1, 1861i.

for thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy
husband; in that saidst thou truly." The woman could no longer dissemble. She began to discern that the stranger who talked with her could
read the inmost thoughts of her heart, and describe the very actions of her
life, and she said unto Him, "Sir, I perceive that Thou art a prophet."
Yet still she attempts to ward off the blow, and, although no longer with
scoffs and jeers, yet wit4 a crafty air and gesture, she adds: "Our fathers
worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place
where men ought to worship," betraying thus that
(ll.) She was an idolatress, joining those whose whole system was one
of superstition and imposture, and who rejected the divine oracles of God.
" Woman, believe me," said Jesus, "the hour cometh, when ye shall
neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father." And
then our Lord displays
(llL) Her ignorance. "Ye worship ye know not what: we know what
we worship: for salvation is of the Jews."
So that we see in the preceding language that Jesus lays bare her life
before her; but what a desire there is ever to conceal sin, and ward off all
home thrusts concerning it! it mllst be grace alone that can melt under a
sense of it. She says, "Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet ;" but she
does not go on to say, "You are right, I am indeed a poor sinful woman,"
but attempts, by crafty carnal reasoning, to lead off our Saviour from the
point. This only makes it worse, for to the sin of immorality she now
a dds that of idolatry and ignorance. But, blessed be God, her ignorance,
idolatry, ah, and even her immorality, did not stand in the way of a
Saviour's love.
" Oh, He is full of grace,
He never will permit
A soul that fain would see His face,
To perish at His feet."
Which brings us, beloved, lastly, to notice
IV. THE REVELATION OF CHRIST, AND ITS RESULTS.

"It1lat speak ~tnto thee am He."-Yerse 26.
"The woman saith unto Him, I know that Messias cometh, which is
c3.lled Ohrist: when He is come, He will tell us all things. Jesus saith
unto her, I that speak unto thee am He." It is the glory of God to CDnceal a thing. The Godhead of Ohrist was therefore hidden under His
manhood. It was a rare thing for Him to speak so plainly concerning
Himself, and yet to this poor sinful woman Re declares "l\ho He is. Oan
we imagine a more marvellous display of sovereign grace and mercy,
setting forth His own mission: "I came not to sa,e the righteous, but
sinners?" And now how unmistakable are the results of the revelation of
Ohrist to a poor sinner, no longer boasting or jeering; the heart has been
touched, and the experience isI loathe myself when Christ I see,
And into nothing fall."
She gives now clear proofs of the genuineness of the change wrought by
mighty grace, viz.:(I.) She leaves her waterpot.
.
(H.) She runs to tell the good news to her neighbours.
(HI.) She proclaims Him as the great Searcher of hearts.
(IV.) She acknowledges Him to be the Ohrist.
H
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"The woman then left, her waterpot, and went her way into the city,
and saith to the men, Come, see a man, that told me all things that ever
I did: is not this the Christ?" Thus, beloved, we are never left in Scripture without the result of the reality of the change effected; and,if we get
into a doubtful mood about our state before God, we callnot do better than .
take a nan-ative like this, descriptive of the work of grace upon the soul,
and bring our experience to the precious texts that follow; for, "By their
fruits ye shall know them."
And now, in conclusion, beloved, we can but advise you to dig more
deeply into this hallowed narrative than we have been able to do. It is
full of the mercy, grace, and love of Jesus to a poor undeserving sinner,
and ought to silence for ever all merit-mongers. The humanity of Christ,
as exhibited in His weariness at the well-the comfort in knowing that
He has felt all we feel-the graphic scene of the woman of Samaria
bearing upon her shoulder her water jug, and coming to that well where
sat a weary Saviour, as far as humanity went, but a willing Saviour as far
as grace was concerned-the interesting COllyersation that ensued between
Saviour and sinner-the character of the woman with whom Jesus talked
-the gradual opening of her eyes to see and her heart to receive Jesus as
her Savionr; and the revelation of Christ to her soul, which resulted in
such unmistakable proofs of the change effected by mighty grace-are all
points which must be precious to those who have tasted themselves the
water of eternal life, and whose language is, "Sir, give me this water
to drink, that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw."
Oh, precious, precious Jesus, pour out this enlivening Spirit on us, and
give us to drink of that lasting satisfaction which is only to be found in
Thee, till at last the fountain springs up in Paradise, and flows on to life
everlasting! Amen and amen. Farewell, beloved! Honour Christ
more.
" He told ME all that ere I did.
And told ME all was pardon'd, too;
And now, like her, as He has bid,
I live to point Him out to you."
G. C.
Bury St. Edrnund's.

~tlrbs

in

~tason

fnf tgase iuga are omltarJl.

"Comfort the feeble-minded, support the weak."-l Thes. v. 4.

GOD'S FAITHFULNESS TO HIS CHOSEN PEOPLE.
" God is faithful, by whorn ye were called unto the fellows1lip of His Son Jesus
Christ our Lord."-l COR. i. 9.
ENERGY and perseverance in the things of God denote honesty of purpose
and a true concern about the interests of the soul, which leads, under the
teaching of the blessed Spirit, to establishment in the truth-a necessary
part of the Christian life, as without it we are carried away with every
" wind of doctrine" which has a baneful influence on the Church of God,
inasmuch as it causes many to be sickly and overcome by their spiritual
enemies, whose aim is to draw them from the simplicity of truth into the
subtleties of false religion. It is very certain, an error in doctrine will
lead to false experience and practice; for in these three necessary parts of
truth there must and will be harmony, as we are taught of God. Every-
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thing that exalts the creature is opposed to the soul-humbling doctrines of
the Cross, whereas everything which abases the sinner and exalts Ohrist
is in accordance therewith. "He must increase, but I must decrease," is
the sum and substance of vital godliness, for when poor self is brought
·low, and laid in ruins, we know how to value the infinite fulness of Ohrist.
If we never felt our guilt and pollution, we do not feel our need of the
"open Fountain" (Zech.xiii. 1) ; if we never felt our weakness, we do not
value Ohrist's strength; if we never felt our darkness, we cannot walk in
. the light of Ohrist; and if we never felt our deadness, we cannot look to
Ohrist for spiritual renewing. Thus the feeling sense of our own poverty
and need manifestly shows the suitability of Ohrist to meet all our wants,
and hence, in proportion as we feel OUT need, He is " precious to us." His
atoning blood and righteousness, everlasting love and faithfulness, may
well encourage the tried and tempted to forsake the broken cisterns of
self, and draw from the fountain of omnipotence and everlasting mercy.
What a very sweet and sublime exhibition of God's faithfulness and
mercy is shown by the prophet Malachi (i. 2): "I have loved you, saith
the Lord. Yet ye say, Wherein hast Thou loved us? Was not Esau
Jacob's brother? saith the Lord: yet I loved Jacob, and I hated Esau."
How very blessed it is to trace our mercies to their source, and in every
exercise of soul, when we feel our unworthiness, and are saying, " IYnerein
hast Thou loved us?" it is sweet to realize the force of these words"Was not Esau J acob's brother?" This will humble in the dmt; no
pride can enter on this ground; it is here we take off our "carnal shoes,
for the ground is holy;:' it is here we experience a melting D.'ame, and
cry out, "Why me, Lord?" This is the language of true faith, and
when we can see Him suffering in our stead, and opening a way for
mercy to enter, we want an eternity to bless and praise His dear name.
As we feel His love, it kindles ours; and as we lean UPO!l His loving
breast, we feel perfectly secure in this blessed" hidding-place" from every
harm.
Oh, my soul, thou art no sh-anger to these things! May it be thy sweet
privilege to enjoy much of the blessedness of redemption; and may the
Lord cause thee to live manifestly in Him, with Him, to Him, and for
Him, that His great name may be sanctified in this polluted world!
In order to enjoy the sweet D.'Uits of redemption, we must be ntally
acquainted with the doctrines of grace; and hence we must be established
in them. It is to be feared this is much overlooked, and thouQ'ht but
little of: and because the doctrine is of itself the dead letter, and~ pro,es
to be so in the case of many, it is almost laid aside, and a few troubles,
pains, and feelings substituted for it, which are called" experience," and
which, they say, is the kernel of the Gospel. \\e readily admit that
doctrine, apart D.·om experience, will have no saving effect; neither will
experience apart from doctrine; for, after all, true experience is an experimental knowledge of the doctrines of truth. For instance, a true knowledge
of our state by nature, and the terrors ofthe law, will bring distress into the
soul; and an experimental knowledge of the Gospel will establish peace
in the conscience and joy in the heart.
Mr. Toplady has a striking remark to this very point. He says,
"Doctrine is the shell which holds the kernel;" and I know from experiencethat all the joy and consolation I feel is drawn D.·om the s"eet
doctrines of grace, which all centre in Ohrist, and can never be separated
from Rim. Let us therefore, beloved, be careful how we lightly esteem
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the doctrine on the ground alluded to j for, if we know by experience the
life-giving power of the doctrines, they are not only strong foundations
and bulwarks, but also bread and wine to nourish and make glad the
heart or the believer. rjiving by sense will do in sunshine, but not in
darkness j faith alone will sustain the soul in the dark hour of temptation
and trial j and it must rest upon the faithfulness of our covenant God in
Christ Jesus.
In the present portion for meditation we may notice three golden links
forming one beautiful chain-viz., faithfulnesS", call, fellowship. God's
faithfulness, is so interwoven with the inward call by grace and fellowship
with Christ that nothing can make a separation; and thus it strikes at the
very root of creature salvation. The spurious gospel which crept into the
Galatian Ohurch is evidently the prevailing religion of our day. A mixture of law and grace, faith and works, sounds from many pulpits, and
thousands fall under its seductive influence. Salvation by grace is tQo
humbling for fallen nature, but is just suited to the wants of those who,
with the Psalmist, can say, from a feeling sense thereof, "I am poor and
need;}"" These are the true conquerors, who "overcome by trusting in
the blood of the Lf,mb, and believing the testimony of God respecting it."
Not that we overcome by OUT own strength, wisdom, or holiness, for we
are overcome by grace, and become victorious in Ohrist: "Thanks be
unto God, which causeth us always to triumph in Ohrist." God's faithfulness is our joy and confidence, for even affliction the Psalmist ascribes
to this source: "In faithfulness Thou hast afflicted me." This shows the
absolute need of affliction; and, however strong the love of God may be, He
will not spare the rod, yet, " as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord
pitieth them that fear Him." His faithfulness appears again in the forgiveness of sin, as John says: "He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins." What a sublime truth! which clearly shows that our pardon;was
obtained by the dear bleeding Lamb of God. By grace we are brought to
confess our sins, and God's faithfulness stands engaged to forgive. In
like manner, "all His promises are yea and amen in Ohrist Jesus." Now,
this being the case, the great turning point is, Are we called? Reader,
have you any evidence that you are called? This is a point of eternal
moment, for, if there be no inward call by grace, there is no fellowship with
with OhJ:ist, and consequently no salvation. It is sometimes said we are
all called-by the Gospel. It is true there is an outward call in providence,
judgments; afflictions, and by the preaching of the Gospel; yet all this
may avail nothing. Multitudes know these things without being benefited
by them: "Many are called, but few chosen." Thus the inward call by
grace is united with choice; and all who enjoy the blessings of grace are
chosen in Christ, predestinated to eternal life, redeemed by blood,
accepted in the beloved, and freely and fully pardoned according to the
riches of His grace (Eph. i. 3, 7). How many there are who, as
flaming professors, run well for a time, till some difficulty appea.rs, and,
having no root, wither away, and we hear no more of them. It is most
certain there is no honesty or real concern in those who can give up the
race because some trial presents itself. The religion that cannot" endure
temptation" is worth nothing, for" the fire shall try every man's work, of
what sort it is," and nothing but the pure gold will stand the furnace;
also, that is worth nothing which costs nothing, for if there be no self-denial,
and taking up the Oross, there can be no true discipleship. ~ Many there
are who howl with terror upon a bed of sickness, and make great promises
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and resolutions of amendment of life if they should be restored to health;
but after all it turns out "like the morning cloud or the early dew;" it
began in the flesh, and there it ended. Had it been God's work, instead of
howling (Hosea v.11, 14) there would have been real sorrow felt on account
of sin; instead of turning back, there would be a reaching forward in the
way of desire and prayer, for where grace exists, even in our worst times,
there are some little signs of life, because it is an indestructible, living
principle, created and maintained by the living God; and, although the
springs may be low, "grace like a fountain ever flows." It is like a
spark upon th.e ocean living in the midst of billows, which neither wave
nor tempest can extinguish; it is like the" smoking' flax that never can
be quenched." From this we see there is a vital distinction between the
outward call and the inward call by grace. We may contend about certain points of doctrine, or about the way of salvation; but this is not
learnt as a school-boy learns his lesson; it is known by a living and
feeling experience of the great truths essential to salvation. We may
geographically know the way to some distant continent, but we must
travel the way to know its dangers and the trials connected with it. We
may hear of Christian warfare, but we must be engaged in it to know in
reality what it is. A borrowed religion and imaginary victory is the most
awful delusion into which any can fall. Yet, what numbers we see who
are evidently" wells without water" -great professors, but destitute of
the grace of God-upon whose religion may be written Tekel (found
wanting).
Where there is the inward call by grace, it will be manifest by a living
faith in Christ Jesus. This is the great secret of salvation. Oh, my soul,
art thou acquainted with it? Yes! I believe thou art, for two reasonsfirst, because thou hast no other hope, refuge, or resting-place; and
secondly, because it is a great thing in the midst of human corruptions
and infirmities, to stake the salvation of the soul umeservedly on the
finished work of our most precious Lord Jesus. This can only be accomplished by a living faith, confirmed by a deep experience of self, and
an experimental knowledge of God in Christ Jesus. This is the precious
faith which brings forth fruit-very different from the dead, inoperative
faith which yields nothing. It led Moses to refuse to be called the son
of Pharaoh's daughter-Abraham to sojourn in a strange land-Daniel to
prayer-the three Hebrews to refuse the mandate of the king-the host
of worthies to endure torments (Heb. xi. )-and is made manifest in the
humblest believers by the change in life and conversation produced b:- it.
It lives out of self on Christ, is personal in its application, empt:--handed,
and works by love; it purifies the heart and overcomes the world; it
removes mountains of difficulty, and vanquishes our spiritual enemies;
and those who possess this heavenly grace can ne,er perish: "I have
prayed that thy faith fail not."
In speaking of the effects of an "inward call," we may notice that
tiibulation is the saint's pathway to heaven, and a good school wherein we
learn experimentally some great and important lessons. vVhen the
children of Israel passed through the Red Sea they could sing the song
of salvation, but they had to pass through the wilderness before entering
the promised land; and although an act of faith justifies and saves the
soul, we have the wilderness-full of enemies to turn us aside from the
right way-to pass through. And thus we stand in need of grace-the
strong arm of the Lord-the sight of the blessed Spirit, together with His

,
)

February 1, 1863. J

73

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

sanctifying and renewing power. We do not leap at once from Delilah's lap
into Abraham's bosom. The heart must be changed;. pride, and the vile
affections of the flesh, must be subdued; "the heart must be brought
down by labour," and the soul humbled in the dust, before we can walk
with God; for the unsanctified cannot have fellowship with a holy God.
The inbred conuptions of the heart, amongst which pride is very prominent, are a great l;llndrance to the enjoyment of divine things, and on
account of the strength and prevalence of corruptions many are induced to
cut themselves off from hope. This arises from not seeing clearly that
the old man of sin was crucified with Oluist (Rom. vi. 5, 11). Although
we feel him to be alive, yet he is dead in God's account; although he is
one inward cross we shall carry to the grave, still he cannot bring us
under condemnation; for' as he was crucified with O1U'ist, he is "dead to
sin," as the blood purged it all away. Solomon evidently describes him
as a foolish old king: "Better is a poor and a wise child than an old and.
foolish king, who will no more be admonished; for out of prison he
cometh to reign" (Eccles. iv. 13, 14). Truly this old man of sin who
was crucified and buried with Ol1rist would come out of his prison and
reign over the saints, as he does over the children of pride. But remember,
he is accounted dead in the way of sin; hence, the members can no more
come into condemnation than the living Head. And although sin lives in
us, it cannot reign, for the promise in connection with Christ is, "Sin
shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under the law, but
under grace." Oh, that thc Lord's dear people may be led to see more
clearly the preciousness of this vital truth, so as to knock off the legal
chains, and promote liberty and "fellowship with God in Christ Jesus."
If we are in union with Christ, with Him we are dead to sin (Rom. vi.)perfect and complete (Col. )-without spot or wrinkle (Eph. )-justified in
all things (Acts)-eternally redeemed (Rom.)-eternally pardoned (Eph.)
-everlastingly loved (Jer.) - and th~ subjects of everlasting mercy,
" Kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation" (Peter). Some
dear" little faith" may say, "I believe all this, but I feel my corruption
so strong that I fear I am out of the secret." In reply: ,Vhich of the
two was in the secret of salvation, the pharisee or the publican? The
self-justified was condemned-the self-condemned was justified. Inbred
sin is the cross carried by all of the Lord's manifested cllildren. Hezekiah
mourned like a dove; Job was vile; Isaiah was a man "of unclean
lips;" Paul groaned under a body of sin; Peter mourned over sin; and I
find my heart to be the living exponent of the seventh of Romans.
The Poet says"There's not a man that's born of God,
But feel's the plague of sin;
And though his outside be kept clean,
He feels the filth within."
Another "little faith" is doubting His "call," because He hasn't felt
so deep a law work. In reply: God can save by opening the heart of
Lydia, or driving the jailer to despair, or causing Saul to fall in terror
before Him; and He can save as well under the character of the moth
as the lion (Hosea v. 12, 14). The work in one case would be imperceptible and progressive, and in the other fierce and sharp. But what
matter by what process it is accomplished if it strip us of our old rags so
as to fit us for the" garments of salvation" (Isaiah lx. 10).
G

74

TIrE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

rFebrual')'" 1.

la.."

Many are doubting their call for want of clearer manifestation; but,
be it remembered, that every operation of the Spirit of grace is a manifestation of God's love. One spark of grace identifies the soul with its
eternal source. One spark of love proves our interest in the everlasting
love of God, for "We love Him because He first loved us." One grain
of faith lays hold on God's strength and overcomes mountains of clifficulty.
One sigh of the contrite heart proves our union with. Christ., The fear of
God, faith in Christ, repentance, love to the brethren, and a good hope
through gTace, are also among the marks of the living in Jerusalem.
" Some are ,doubting their call, because they are much in darkn,ess, and
have but little enjoyment in divine things. True it is that all experiences
are not alike, "yet it is the same Spirit working in all." Some of the
Lord's people are much in the valley; yet they have their seasons of joy
in the kindling of hope and the light communicated by the blessed Spirit.
. This appears to be shown in type. The manna fell daily in the wilderness
for the daily support of God's Israel; but at appointed times they had
their feast days of rejoicing. Even so it is spiritually. "Ve have daily
supporting grace and our appointed feasts, when the Lord graciously
manifests Himself to us, and lets upon us the" light of His countenance,"
and favours us with an inward testimony that" He lo,ed us, and "ashed
us ll'om our sins in His own precious blood."
Oh, how my soul has rejoiced under such manifestations as these! }Iy
heart has been melted into love, gratitude, and godly SOIrO", and I ha,e
been enabled at such seasons to offer up the sacrifices of praise and
thanksgiving. But I have also had my seasons of darkness; lost the
sensible enjoyment of God's favour, and seemed to be destitute of a
spark of life, yet a little hope still remained which kept me from despair.
I had my little hill Mizars to look to, which was like a voice saying to
me, "If God had appointed my soul to destruction, He would not have
shown me these things." And I saw, moreover, that, as the sun shines
brightly, though we may not see it on account of intervening clouds,
so the faithfulness and love of God were the same, whether we "ere
walking in darkness 01' light (Isaiah 1. 10).
"Let him trust in the Lord and stay upon his God." The expression,
" his God," clearly shows that our state of mind or feeling produces no
change on the part of God in His purposes of love and mercy, for" His
gifts and callings are without repentance."
"Should'st thou a moment's absence mourn;
Should some short darkness inten-ene ;
He'll give the power, till light return,
To trust Him with the cloud between."
The prophet Malachi shows that the "immutability of God is the
security of His people." "I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye
sons of Jacob are not consumed." Jacob had peculiar rights. Great
trials, manifestations, faith and prevailing prayer; and these are, more or
less, enjoyed by all the sons of J acob; and, were it not for the faithfulness
of our covenant God in Christ we should be consumed by Olu' lusts, the
world,. and Satan. The last precious link in this subject is "fello"ship
with Christ." This implies agreement, as the prophet says, "How can
two walk together except they are agreed?" Hence, to have fello"ship
with God there must be agreement. Sin made the separation; but in
Christ we are reconciled. He made peace by the blood of the Cross. So
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there is but one place where God and the sinner can meet-the mercyseat, "God manifest iu the flesh." This is "the new and living way,"
which restores to God's favour, effects a reconciliation, and opens a door
for the rich display of Sovereign love and mercy. It is on this grolmd
we are reconciled: "For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to
God by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be
saved by His life." It is only here true peace can be enjoyed; and, as
we realize the sweetness of reconciliation, it prevents a slavish fear, and
inspires confidence towards, and a fervent love to God, which nothing
else will dQ. So long as we look upon God as an angry Judge to execute
the fierceness of His wrath upon us as sinners, we stand as bond slaves j
but to behold God in Christ we enjoy the pl'ivileges of sons redeemed by
the blood of Christ, by which both are everlastingly reconciled. On this
ground only we are justified. Many false grounds upon this point have
been taken by men in all ages, when the creature has, in some shape or
other, been mixed up in it j but as we are justified by grace (Rom iii.) it
is most evident it is Christ's righteousness alone which justifies, without
any work of the creature, and that faith is the simple medium by which
we possess it, and, being clothed therewith, we are freely and fully
justified. This precious truth is the vitality of the Church of God j it
strikes at the root of Pharisaic 'pride j "magnifies the law and makes it
honourable;" opens the door of mercy without compromising the glorious
attributes of God; excludes all boasting, and places the crown UpOll the
head of our blessed King.
On this ground only we are guiltless. The blood of Christ speaketh
better thing's than that of Abel. The Olle speaks peace to the conscience,
removes a mountain load of guilt, and makes it whole and clean. The
other speaks of vengeance. How precious is the great atonement, and
how glorious are its results! in a word, it is our salvation; for what is
salvation but a sense of pardon sealed upon the conscience, through the
atoning blood of Christ? It delivers from condemnation, purges the
conscience from dead works to serve the living God; gives an access to the
throne of gTace, and a warrant to expect the fulfilment of covenant
promises; opens the gates of heaven, restores our lost inheritance, and
sets up an everlasting kingdom of peace and happinesss.
" Complete atonement thou hast made,
And to the utmost farthing paid
Whate'er Thy people owed;
How, then, can wrath on me take place,
If sheltered in Thy righteousness, .
And sprinkled with Thy blood P"
In .casting this mite into the Lord's treasury, my desire and prayer is,
that many a "little faith" may be strengthened and encouraged to press
forward in the divine life; this would abundantly satisfy a poor and
deeply-afRicted one, who is waiting and longing for that sweet home
prepared for those who love God.
W. P.
As the believer sins frequently, so Christ pleads continually. Think
much of the atonement j cling close to it. Let nothing of self discourage
you.
THE sprinkling of the blood of a crucified Saviour on the conscience by
the Holy Ghost, sanctifies a man; without which the most abstemious
life and rigorous discipline is unholy.
G 2
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JUDE I.
great object of preaching the Gospel is to strengthen the faith and
animate the souls of the Lord's family. To them it is that the Christian
minister is to direct his teaching. That preaching is most blessed of God
which does no.t 'Work on the natural feelings of man by an appeal to his
passions, but which exhibits the Lord Jesus in his person, character, and
offices, as the sum and substance of all revelation; which humbles man in
the dust, and attributes all his salvation, from first to last, to the free
sovereign discriminating grace of God. It is with this view I ha,e
selected these words as my text. I would not bring them before you as
mere dry matters of doctrine, but as living, vital truths, which mustwhere they are indeed received-produce real and lasting fruits. There
is, my brethren, an awful possibility of having a correct creed in the
head while the heart is unaffected, the soul dead, the spirit unrenewed.
Where the doctrines of God's word receive only an intellectual assent, and
the heart remains untol~ched, it were better that those doctrines had ne,er
been known. I purpose then, beloved, to consider these words more
practically than doctrinally, though it is impossible to speak of them
without, to some extent, treating on them as matters of doch'ine. One of
the most important questions that a man can ask himself-do I say one
of the most important? nay, the most important question that a man can
ask himself-is, "Have I an interest in the work of Christ? AmI one of
those whom He came to seek and to save?" Now, beloved, in our text,
the apostle gives a description of certain characters-those who are
sanctified by God the Father, preserved in Jesus Christ, and called: these
are the characters whom Cb.l'ist came to save. Let us then endeavour, as
God the Holy Spirit shall enable us, to examine these three points, and to
apply them to ourselves. First-The apostle speaks of the Church, that
is, the whole company of God's elect, as sanctified by God the Father.
Sanctification is frequently and generally used in the sacred Scriptures to
denote the holiness of believers m:ought out in them by the power and
indwelling of the Lord the Spirit. In our text it is used in a different
sense: "Sanctified by God the Father." You will ob8er,e that our text
speaks of the work of each Person in the ever-blessed Trinity-the Father
sanctifies, the Son preserves, and the Holy Ghost calls. K ow, how is this
word sanctified used in our text? It is used to express the e ernal choice
which the Father made of His Chmch before the foundation of the
world. It means set apart in the counsels of eternity for a holy purpose,
use, or employment, just as the Sabbath-day was sanctified, hallowed, set
apart for the worship of God; or as the vessels of the temple and the high
priest were sanctified, set apart, for the use and worship of the Most High
God. That God has made such a choice both holy Scripture and the
articles of our Church teach us. Thus in the first of Ephesians we read,
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.
According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in lo,e:
h'aving predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus C1uist,
ONE
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according to the good pleasure of His will." These words seem to me to
thoroughly explain the words of our text, "Sanctified by God the Father."
They are, as it were, a paraphrase of them. St. Paul in them points
out the ultimate result of 'the choice which the Father has made of His
Church-their holiness. They know but little of the teaching of
Scripture on this mysterious and important subject who say that when we
preach truly, plainly, and fully the doctrines of God's grace, we preach a
dangerous doctrine, or give men licence to sin. For, on the contrary, the
ultimate glorification of the Church, though secured to her by the unalterable decree and choice of J ehovah, is only given to the Church by a
series of steps, everyone of which forms a part of the decree of God;
the holiness of the believer is as much a part of the decree of God as his
final salvation-every step of his jollI'llilY is decreed. They cannot be
otherwise than holy, because all they who are "sanctified by God the
Father are created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath
before ordained that they should walk in them." You can have no hope,
my brethren, that you are among this happy number, except as you feel
the motions of God's Spirit leading you to bring forth the fruits of the
Spirit. Grace in the heart must ever show itself by holiness in the life.
Do not think that I would send you to look into your hearts for anything
to recommend you to the mercy of God. Do not imagine that I would so
delude you as to send you to look into your own hearts, to find comfort;
you must look out of self to Christ for that. The real growth in grace of
the child of God is a daily humbling of self, a deeper sense of the innate
depravity of his own heart, and a more intimate acquaintance with the
fulness, the preciousness, the holiness of Christ-a realization of the
truth that" Christ is made of God unto them wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption;" and, in proportion as this internal work goes
on, we shall also increase in holiness. The old man will never become
better. "Old Adam," says Toplady, "can never become a saint;" but
the new man, the new nature, which in God's own time is implanted in
all the chosen vessels of mercy, will grow and increase, and so keep under,
mortify, and crucify the old man with his affections and lusts. This is
the evidence of our election, our growth in grace. And now, my brethren,
you may be asking, why preach this doctrine? I answer because it is the
mainspring of the Christian system; it is the point on which all other
truth turns; it is eminently a practical doctrine. My brethren, if God
the Holy Ghost be pleased to awaken in your hearts the question, "If
God has an elect people, and if they, and they only, can be saved, am I
one of them?" it will lead you to action if once that question be really.
earnestly raised in your hearts; you will have no rest till it is answered.
And you may take this for your comfort, that you never would have had
that desire after your own salvation by nature, because, by nature, you
are dead-not paralysed, but dead. There must be life before there can
be desire. If you have the desire-I mean a real desire-a hungering
and thirsting after the things of God-it is a sign that you are not in a
state of nature, but that you are under the teaching of the Holy Ghost;
and "He that hath begun the good work in you, will perform it unto the
day of Jesus Ohrist."
" The time of love will come,
" Tarry His leisure, thenWait the appointed hour;
When you shall plainly se~
Wait till the bridegroom of your souls
Not only that He shed His ,blood,
But each shall say, 'for me.'''
Reveals Himself with pOWEr.
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Do I address an anxious soul, one who fain would know his interest in
the <;lovenant of peace ?Dear friend, do not distress yourself about the
uoctrme of election. It is not ours to pry into the secrets of God's mind.
There are two sides of this most glorious truth. God's side is, "All that
the Father hath given me shall come unto me." Man's side is, "And
Him that cometh unto me I will in nowise cast out." The question then
-the all-important question-is, Have you come to Christ? N at, Have
you been baptized? Not, Are you moral? But have you, as a lost,
ruined, hell-deserving sinner, cast yourself at the feet of Jesus? And
l:1re you looking to Him as an your salvation and all your desire? If so,
then indeed are you one of those who" are sanctified by God the Father."
But we pass on to notice the next characteristic of the Ohurch of God" They are preserved in Jesus Ohrist." This preservation of the Church
follows as a necessary consequence of her election. Because, as we before
said; in the election of the believer, every step of his journey is marked
out and ordained. He cannot take one false step in his path. He may
wander from that path, he may fall into sin; but so long as he walks in
the footsteps of Ohrist he cannot err. "The steps of good lllan "-that is,
of a saved man-" are ordered of the Lord." They "ha are sanctified by
God the Father are preserved in Jesus Ohrist: preserved in Him amid
innumerable dangers. In their unregenerated state they are preserved in
and by Him from death; though they may be brought to the very gates
of death, still death has no po"er to smite them until grace has done its
work in their hearts. They are preserved in Christ from the curEe and
condemnation of the law. Noah and his family "ere safe when God sent
the flood on the earth, because they were preserved in the ark. So it is
with the child of God: he is preserved in Ohrist even in his umegenerate
days, when he knows nothing of it; but he is also preserved in Ohrist
after he believes. My brethren, Are you in Christ? I do not ask you,
Are you baptized? Baptism can never save you. I do not ask yOu, Are
you communicants? Hundreds of professing Ohri6tians do carnally and
visibly press with their teeth the sacrament of the body and blood of
Christ, who are yet in no wise partakers of Christ. Doubtless many of
the antediluvians held on to the outside of the ark in order to be saved,
but the waters s,rept them off. It "as only they "ho "ere in the ark "ho
were safe. So, my brethren, must it be with you; the externals of religion can never save you. You may hold a correct creed; you may be a
member of a visible Church by baptism; you may come to the Lord's
table; your lives may be marked mth the strictest morality; your seat in
.church may never be vacant: but these are but the externals of religion.
None of these things, however right in themseh~es, can avail you anything'unless you are in Ohrist, preserved in Him. They "ha are sanctified, chosen, elected by God the Father, are preserved in Jesus Christ.
The avenging sword of God's justice cannot touch them. They are in
Christ; viewed by God the Father as clothed in the righteousness of
Christ. "As He is, so are they in this "orld." They are complete in Him;
accepted in the Beloved. From all eternity God the Father vie"s them
in Ohrist; hence it is that He says of His Church, "He hath not beheld
iniquity in J acob, or seen perverseness in Israel." "Yea, I haw loved
thee" (mark the word, it is the past tense, "I have loved," and has God's
"yea" to COnfu'lll it); "Yea, I have loved Thee with an everlasting 10\'8,
therefore. with lovingkindness have I drawn thee." Again, to pass Oll,
for OUT subject is inexhaustible. They who are sanctified by God the
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Father, are also preserved in Jesus Olu'ist from the assaults of Satan.
They are enabled-by grace (not by any power in themselves) to resist his
temptations. They are not ignorant of his devices. Mter they are called
-of which calling we shall presently speak-they are enabled to hold on
their way. They may-nay, they do-fall; but they are preserved from
finally falling. They hate sin, and so they are ever on their guard
against it. My brethren, it is only God's grace that keeps any of you
from running to the fullest extent of sin. John Bradford, the martyr,
when he saw a man' being led to the scaffold, exclaimed, "There goes
J ohn Bradf~ but for the grace of God." And so may each of us say
when we see others running in the paths of sin, "There go I but for the
restraining, preserving grace of God; only that can keep us." But this
brings us to notice that the Church of God are also preserved in Jesus
Christ from the power of sin; from the inbred corruption of their own
earthly, sensual, and devilish hearts, which are "deceitful above all
things, and desperately wicked." They have the promise that sin shall
not have dominion over them, for they are not under the law, but under
grace. They have a sight of themselves as they really are. The first
lesson which the Holy Ghost teaches them is their own state. Ah, my
brethren, this is an awful lesson to learn. None know it but the children
of God. They only feel the warfare of the flesh and the Spirit; and are
enabled by grace to conquer the flesh. Do you, my brethren, know anything of this inward warfare? If not, you have no part or lot in this
matter. All God's people to some extent feel it; some more, some less,
but all feel it: and, unless you feel it, you are yet in your sins. Ree.d
the seventh of Romans when you get home, and try your state by that
blessed chapter. You have there the experience of all God's people. Do
not ridicule experience. I know that the popular theology of the day
ignores it. I know that it is possible to be very religious without it; but
you ca=ot be a child of God without experiencing the plague of your own
hearts. They who are preserved in Jesus Christ know that in them
dwelleth no good thing; and they are enabled by grace to conquer sin,
and to say not merely with the lip, but from heartfelt experience,
"Thanks be to God, who always causeth us to triumph through Jesus
Christ."
Lastly. They who are sanctified-elected by God the Father-are preserved in Jesus Ohrist from final apostacy. There is no such thing as
falling from grace; you may fall from a profession. Many high and
lofty professors, like Judas or Simon Magus, have fallen, and gone to their
own place, but the real believer in Christ can never so fall. Listen to the
words of Christ, and let God be true, and every man a liar: "I give"
(marJ.>: the positive assertion), "I give unto my sheep" (who are Christ's
sheep ?) He Himself answers the question: "My sheep hear my voice,
and they follow me, and I give unto my sheep eternal life, and they shall
never perish, neither can any man pluck them out of my hand." Dear
brother, you are groaning under a sense of sin, under a sense of inbred
corruption. Look to Christ. Do not doubt; you shall never perish,
because Christ has given to you eternal life. It is only they who feel
their sins that Christ speaks of. It is to the hungry soul, the thirsty soul,
the sin-burdened soul, that He says, "They shall never perish." He
who has taught you your state will in His own time, deliver you from it,
This is a highly practical doctrine; it cannot lead you to carelessness of
living; the opposite dodrine to this may; but this never c:m, because it
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leads you to cast yourself umeservedly ou the mercy to God in Christ;
to be daily looking to Him to preserve you; to trust to His preservation,
not to your perseverance. It teaches you to look out of self to Christ;
to behold in Him all your righteousness, all holiness, all your redemption,
all your salvation. This brings us, lastly, to notice that all they who are
sanctified, elected, chosen by God the Father, are in His own time called
by His Holy Spirit. By nature they are "dead in trespasses and sins;"
pot merely paralysed or diseased, but dead-void of all spiritual understanding. I know that the human heart hates this doctrine. The popular
theology of the day ignores it. This deadness is a spiritual, not an intellectual state. A man may be intellectually alive to the dochines of the
Gospel; he may hold them with a firm grasp; be able to reason upon
them, and show that they are both reasonable and credible, and yet be
dead to them. It is related of Bishop Butler-than whom no man has
argued more correctly, or reasoned more logically on the evidences of
Christianity-that on his death-bed, his chaplain, in conversing with him,
found the bishop in a doubtful state of mind with regard to the future.
The chaplain reminded him of his powerful arguments in favour of the
Christian scheme. All these afforded the bishop no comfort; he mshed
to realize his interest in them. At last the chaplain quoted to him the
words of Oill' Lord, "Him that cometh unto me I mn in nomse cast out."
"Ah," said the bishop, in some such words as these, "I ha,e often
preached from and quoted these words, but I newr felt their power until
now; now I can die in peace." An intellectual religion-the powers of
reason, afford but little consolation in a dying hour. The word must be
applied to the heart, as well as received by the reason, if it is to effect the
salvation of the soul.
This is not fanaticism or enthusiasm, but sober, rational truth. The
Gospel is not directed to the intellect or the mind, but to the heart. And,
until God the Holy Ghost breathes the breath of life into the soul, and
quicken it into life-however much the reason may be convinced or the
head enlightened-the man is dead to all spiJ:itual subjects. My brethren,
see to it that your religion is in the soul a vital living principle, and not
merely a correct creed held in the head. You acknowledge this truth
every Slmday, when you repeat the Nicene creed-" I believe in the Holy
Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life." The Lord asserting His dinniry;
the Giver of life, the Quickener; the Life-Giver asserting His operation.
It is the office, then, of the Holy Ghost, in the economy of sahation, to
call and quicken dead sinners into spiritual life. The preacher may call ;
the word of God may call; providences may shout mth a trumpet ,oiee,
" Consider your ways;" but, until the Holy Ghost puts life into these
means, all will be vain. This call is alone effectual. Ezekiel might call
upon the dry bones to live, but not one moved; but, when the Lord
breathed upon them, then were they quickened into ntality and life. It
is He who makes them willing in the day of His power. "Thy people
shall be willing in the day of Thy power." This call is irresistible.
As
with natural life, so with spiritual. The infant has no power to resist
his birth; so the new-born child of God is called into existence by the
power of God, who alone can give life, and has no power to resist that
life. My brethren, this is a solemn subject, but it is a practical one. A
man has nothing to do with the former part of our text; the election
and preservation of the Church have nothing to do with him until he be
called-until, by the power of the Eternal Spirit operating on his mind, he
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is led to accept Ohrist; his calling then becomes to him the evidence of his
election, and the fruit of his preservation. My brethren, let me ask you,
Have you been called? Has God the Holy Spirit convinced you 0" sin'(
If so, then you are one of those elected by God the Father. You can
look back upon your past lives, and trace throughout them the preserving
hand of a covenant God guiding and directing you, and you can with confidence look to. the future, that that same grace should still be poured
upon you. The Spirit calls the dead soul from sin to holiness. God hath
not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness, and He gives the power
to walk in newness of life. This is the evidence of your calling-the
holiness of your lives. Thus you see, my brethren, the unity of the
whole scheme of salvation. Each Person of the Trinity performs His
own part; it is not a mere matter of chance, but a regular connected plan.
My brethren, has God the Spirit called you? has He convinced you of
your sins? Then you will be preserved in Jesus Ohrist from the power
of sin now in this world, and from the doom of sin in the next, and trace
all your salvation to its fountain head-the eternal love of God the
Father to His chosen family in Ohrist. Eest not satisfied with mere
~octrinal knowledge, but seek, experimentally, to know the love of God
~n Ohrist; to have the witness of the Spirit, the evidence of your election,
111 your call by the Holy Ghost to holiness, and your preservation in the
paths of holiness in Jesus Ohrist. Amen.
SUBSTANOE
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OUR third division, the divine favour expressed, the encouragement given
and power afforded to commune and to communicate. The book of
Solomon's Song is very mysterious and deep; little understood by the
Lord's people; full of the myste'rious union of Ohrist and His. It teems
with the precious character of our beloved Jesus as the Bridegroom,
Friend, Brother, Beloved, Rose of Sharon, Lily of the Valley, King, and
Lord of all, &c., &c.
It also sets forth His Ohurch in very blessed
character of covenant name, which expresses her union to and interest in
Him who says He is married unto her, and that she is His by the double
tie of everlasting love and relationship, and by the price He paid for her
redemption. Hence He says, "I have redeemed thee, thou art mine."
The all-creating voice goes forth to the soul that has endured shameness
of face from a sense of defilement and deserved wrath; who, like the poor
publican, is unable to lift up his eyes to heaven, hangs down his head
with shame and confusion, and, smiting the breast, cries, "God, be
merciful to me, a sinner." Yes, the all-creating voice causes the sinner to
lift up his head with hope and joyful anticipations. Those who have
realized the power of the Holy Spirit in the openings up and in the
settings forth of Ohrist, know that before honour is humility; that exercises, temptations, and conflicts, precede the enjoyment of Gospelliberty.
The Holy Spirit has made use of many similitudes, one of which is
involved in the above expression, "Let me see thy countenance." The
Orientals, among their remarkable peculiarities, required their females to
be covered or veiled whenever they appeared in public; and indeed their
younger females, virgins, were not allowed to appear in public; were
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always secluded and closely veiled. Their countenances were never seen
by the opposite sex, save and except by their nearest relatives. In many
instances the young man to whom the vU'gin had been espoused never
saw the countenance of the bride elect till the day of the consummation of
the nuptials; and then in some cases the bridegroom on first seeing was
allowed, provided the countenance were not comely in his sight, to object
to the match, and a dissolution of all tie and obligation followed. Hence
you remember Jacob's case, he loved Rachel and bargained for her, and
served seven years, which appeared only a few days from the love he had
to her. The time having arrived for the celebration of the nuptials, and
the two virgins, Rachel and Leah, being both veiled, he could not discern
in the company and dming the celebration of the nuptials the one from
the other; not till the morning light did poor Jacob discover the imposition; when expecting to behold the countenance of his beloved Rachel, la,
and behold it was the countenance of the tender-eyed Leah. The newborn are virgins betrothed to Ohrist; they are set apart to and for Himself, though they are entirely unacquainted with the act of betrothment. In
like customs of the Orientals-which seem to illustrate the acts of J ehovah
in covenant, and in the work of the Holy Spirit in time-many children
were from their birth betrothed by their parents, and were made acquainted with the arrangements thus decided when they were of sufficient age to understand such matters; the age and time of marriage were
appointed by the l)arents. So "With the -rn'gin, the bride of the Lamb: the
spiritual faculties are first developed to such a degree that the soul is able
to understand that an arrangement had been made ere time "Was, the
whole Ohmch of God was the bride elect, and Ohrist the glorious Bridegroom; that the espousals, the manifesting of the mind of om God and
Father takes place in time, by the Holy Spirit's testimony, saying, "I
will betroth thee unto Me in rig'hteousness, and in judgment, and in
lovingkindness, and in tender mercy; I will even betroth thee unto Me
in faithfulness, and thou shalt kno"W the Lord" (Hosea ii. 19). It pleases
the Holy Spirit to speak of things that are past as though they were to
come; and of things that are to come as though the: were past. Faith
only can see the harmony of all this. The virgin veiled 01' rovered had
rather a repulsive appearance than otherwise; and so the poor con,inced
sinner, covered with the veil of nature's defilement. She is not known to
any except to Him who sees not as man sees; her sense of sin, and guilt,
and fear of wrath, makes her droop and hang down her head, causes her
to hide her face in the dust of self-abasement, so that her countenance is
concealed. She feels that she is a poor despised creatme, unworthy of
any favour. She can see no similarity between her and the Lord's
people; and she considers that it would be presumption to claim any
affinity to them. Ab, but the time is drawing nigh, dea.r soul, for you
to see that you are not forsaken-not rejected; for the Holy Spirit will
complete the work of grace commenced. "All thy children shall be taug'ht
of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of thy children." Yes, the
mourner in Zion shall soon become the rejoicer; those who have been
covered with ashes shall soon have the beautiful garments of salvation,
and be clothed with the robe of righteousness. Yes, the time has arrived
with some of us; we have heard Him say, "0 my dove, thou art in the
clefts of the rock, in the secret place of the stairs; let me see thy countenance." Ah, with what delight did we look upon Him whom our soul
loves. Ah, the endearing glance of His eye! the splendour of Ri" conn-
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tenance that beamed into ours! the lustre of His own dear face that shone
forth on our countenance in the day of our espousals, when He said,
" Thy Maker is thy Husband, the Lord of hosts is His name; and thy
Redeemer the Holy One of Israel, the God. of the whole earth shall He be
called" (Isa. liv. 5). The precious countenance beaming with love eternal,
divine satisfaction, acceptance, and everlasting salvation; speaking forgiveness through His own wonderfLll suffering and most precious blood;
witnessing of life eternal in Himself, and flowing to us; the radiancy of
that glory in His own dear face, caused a lustre in ours nothing short of
heavenly, whereby we exclaimed, ,-, And we beheld His gloi'J, as of the
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth." Now the veil is
removed from poor fallen humanity, which before hid from us the new
man of grace within; the hidden man of the heart is now torn asnnder,
and the beautiful is seen by the response of our Beloved, who says,
"Thy countenance is comely." Our countenance beams with submission
to Him, our Husband and Head, with approval of all His acts in thing-s
temporal and things spiritual, with a sense of infinite obligation and
dependence. How different from what we felt when veiled with
ignorance of His great and precious character! We looked more like
rebels than children of God; our countenanoe was indicative of discomfort,
of arrogance, and rebellion. We found fault with His gracious dispensations
without remorse. Ah, the long-suffering of our God! How wonderful
His goodness! Saith He, "For the Lord hath called thee as a woman
forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou wast
refused, saith thy God" (Isa. liv. 6). Yes, the time of love hath come;
the time to develop His affections; the time to unveil the spouse, and to
own her as His beloved Bride. The Hebrew name for virgin is admah,
i.e., hidden, concealed. Is not this truly expressive of all the redeemed
ere the Holy Spirit manifests Ohrist, and discovers to the soul the union
to Him. Hidden from all human eyes, and concealed from ourselves by
the poor fallen inferior humanity, we knew not tha.t we were the elect
of God, the spouse of Ohrist. No, we often prayed to be new born; we
knew not what it meant" vVe thought it something wonderful,
Something undiscovered yet,"
As deal' Hart says. Indeed, we had no idea amidst all our stumbling and
infirmity, that beneath the veil of human frailty the new man of grace
existed, till that omnipotent voice called us to Himself in holy communion
and fellowship, and told us that we were all fair and without spot" 'l'hou art all fair, my love, there is no spot in thee." "When the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God shines forth in us and upon us, our
countenance is what that glory makes it, and we are well aware that there
is no flattery used when our Beloved says, "Let me see thy countenance,
for it is comely." vVe find by the same mighty voice power given to us to
express om' desires before Him; for He says, "Let me heal' thy voice, for
sweet is thy voice." How blessed to be brought into holy nearness to the
great J ehovah in and by Jesus our Oovenant Head; to be favoured to
speak before Him, knowing that our expressions are agreeable to Him.
Various are the ways that our Beloved uses to bring us, and various are
the means He is pleased to choose to furnish 'with messages to Himself.
Some are tried in circumstances, some in the family, and othors in body
and soul. vVe must all feel the weight and the ):mrden of this flesh. We
must have what the vessel on the ocean requires, viz., ballast. 'VeIl, we
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are kindly invited and truly enabled to draw near to Him in supplication,
as saith the Spirit, "Come boldly to a throne of grace, that ye may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need;" and again, "In every
thing by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, make known your
requests." Yes, it is one of the true characteristics of the Bride who has
had intercourse with her Lord, who has received the testimony from Himself, that she is lovely and acceptable in His eyes, to feel a spirit of
thankfulness in all her approaches to the mercy-seat. It is one of the
infallible fruits of the Spirit of Christ is the spirit of thanksgiving,
producing humility, and inspiring the heart with joy and delight. "Sing,
thou barren," saith He, "thou that didst not bear, break forth into singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst travail with child." And what song
does she sing? Even that which He hath put in her mouth, praise to her
God. He puts the heart in tune, and certainly the sound must be s"eet
to Hini. Yes, the words we speak in communion are not our own words,
nor do we think our own thoughts, when we are favoured to enjoy Hi"
soul-ravishing company. Our conve:t:sation turns on what He is to us; on
what we have tested of His preciousness, and eternal blessedness; on His
love everlasting, eternal redemption, and infinitely glorious qualifications;
on His eternal power and Godhead; Hiscomplexity and ancient glory. IVho
was in the bosom of the Father before time, and who did in the fulness of
time take upon Him flesh and blood, that He might render to God obedience in our stead, and for us descend to the lowest degI'ee of degradation and humility; taste death for every man (given to Him); and ascend
up where He was before, to act as our Advocate and High Priest. We
now leave at the mount our miseries, poverty, unworthiness, and contamination, and look into the perfect law of liberty, and talk of what we see
there. This is sweet and acceptable to our Beloved, for the law of life in
Christ Jesus having been set forth to us, our mouth becomes filled with
argument, and our tongue talks of His wonderful work. How blessed to
know that the ear of Oill' beloved Jesus is open to us, that we are always
welcome, that He delights to hear our voice, whether in prayer or praise.
This is liberty, and all who are thus taught experience holy familial'it: in
communing with the Most High in and by the Belo,ed of their souls.
These are looking forward to the celebration of their nuptials. They
have living constant testimony that they are the bride elect, and that
already they are known in the court of heaven by the name of their Head
and Lord, and amongst His saints also here as sojomners; as one journeying towards the home of the Bridegroom, like Rebekah when on her
way from her father's house to Isaac. Yes, beloved,
" We shall shortly see His face,
And never, never sin;
There from the fulness of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in."
CHRIST'S righteousness is law-proof, death-proof, and judg'ment proof.
WHENEVER a dead sinner touches a crucified Jesus, he is made ali,e;
and he that liveth and believeth shall never die.
REAL Christians are Christ's witnesses: they witness to the power of
His grace, to the sweetness of His comforts, to the truth of His promises,
and to the tenderness of His providence.
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~iIgril1t ~aptrs.
THE BELIEVER'S ESTIMATE OF HIS LORD.
" He is altogether lovely."-SOL. SONG v. 16.
IN this allegorical poem we have placed before us the amazing love of Jesus for
and to His people; and what is Jesus' love, such is the Father's, for saith Christ,
Cl Thou hast loved them as Thou hast loved me;" and then, in the next verse we
have the date of the Father's love to Jesus: " Thou lovedst me before the foundation of the- world" (John xvii. 23, 24). And as the love of the Father and
the Son, such the love of the blessed Spirit, who only can open up this blessed
book, despised or set light of by some; the former, because strangers to the
new birth; the latter, because they sit under a letter ministry, who know
nothing savingly of the work and worth of Jesus experimentally, being ~he
children of Agar, the bond-woman, and not of Sara the free-woman (Gal. IV.
22-24). But they who are the children of the free are born again of tbe Spirit,
and in tfme are led to see and feel the blessedness of the free children; they are
delivered from false teachers and teaching, and see and feel the glory of Christ.
Tbis book, as the song of songs, sets forth Christ's love to the Church, and
the Church's love to Christ, by the power and ministry of the holy Paraclete ;
therefore says the Church, or, to descend from the general to the particular, to the
singular, you and I, dear reader of the Gospel Magazine; and oh, how
blessed when the Holy Ghost thus ministers and opens up eternal things to the
soul I You ask me, worldly and mere professor, "What is thy Beloved more than
another beloved?" Why, " my Beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefest among
ten thousand" (verses 9 and 10), "Yea, He is altogether lovely" (veroe 16).
This was the language of the Church of old, and this is the language of the
living Church now. In some matters there may be much variety of opinion
among the Lord's people, but in the sentiment expressed in our text, none.
In their admiration of and love to the person of the Lord of life and glory,
the redeemed of the Lord in heaven and earth agree. "He is altogether lovely,"
sing the saints in glory; Cl He is the chief among ten thousand," "the fairest
of the fair," exclaims the saint on earth. Here, then, amid the confusion and
strife of this militant state, we have a point where all the chosen family of mercy
meet in sweetest unity; where the song of grateful admiration bursts from the
lips of every heaven-bound pilgrim, and happily swells above the noise and discord of the travelling host.
Whatever diversity of sentiment may be allowed among the sons of Zion, here
there can be none. To every soul quickened by divine grace, and destined to a
seat of bliss on high, the admiration of the spouse, in the words above cited, is
but the deep-seated feeling of the heart-the actuating principle of every movement of the soul towards that centre of attraction around which the affections gather
and cling with the tenacity of life. None but Christ-none but Christ! is the deeprooted sentiment of every heart under the cultivation of grace, and experimentally
acquainted with the enmity and pollution within. Oh, how different is the
language of a sinner dead in sins to that of one brought by the teaching of heaven
to a knowledge of his state and condition before God! " Depart from me, for I
desire not the knowledge of Thy ways," says the former. "Teach me Thy way,
show unto me Thy salvation," says the latter. "He is a root out of a dry ground,
having neither form or comeliness," says the dead sinner. "He is altogether
lovely," says the admiring saint. "What have I done worse than my neighbours,that I should go moping and groaning about all my days?" says the insensible

86

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

[Fehrl1al'y 1,18G-;.

soul. "0 Lord, pardon my iniquity, for it is great: purge me with hyssop, and
I shall be clean: wash me with water, and I shall be whiter than snow," prays
the convicted soul; yea, this is the cry of the child of God-more or less-from
the first pang of true conviction, to the last triumph of faith by the blood of ~he
Lamb, when the soul shall have done with the knowledge of sin for ever to distress or annoy. Then ever/ in our Father's courts on high we will sing the
requiem over sin and unbelief:"There from the rivers of Jehovah's grace,
Drink endless pleasures in."
"We'll sing redemption through His blood,
We'll sing ~alvation free,
Before the sacred throne of God,
Through vast eternity."
But to return, to show the difference between the circumcised and the uncircumcised in heart. "It is pitiable ignorance, superstition, and crude views of
the character of the Deity that cause these poor things to go groaning about
their sins in the manner they do," says the intellectual profe~sor. "I am altogether as a beast before Thee; my wounds stink and are corrupt because of my
foolishness," cries the humble saint. "I fast twice in tbe week, and give alms
of all I possess; I owe no man anything, but pay all their dues; I do my best,
and bope Christ will make up the rest," says, or thinks, tbe Pbarisee; and the
general preaching is a building up without pulling down; and" so tbey wrap it
up." Awful will it be at the last.~ But the childl'tll of God the Holy Ghost pulls
down, shows them thfir true state, and how thfY obtain victory o,er the. guilt of
sin, and the condemnation of a broken law, by Christ, and by Cbrist alone. Then
your sours cry and boast is for and of Christ, with Paul, "God forbid that I
should glory save in the cross of Christ." " Oh that "I may be found in Him,"
prays the sensibly lost. Believer, cannot you see something of thy former self
reflected in one of these characters, and art thou doubting of thy state? Who
brought down thy looks? who stripped thEe of tby fancied goodness? who convinced thee of thy pollution? Did sin cOllYince thee of sin? Did nature teach
thee to abbor nature? Did enmity beget love? ignorance, knowledge?
darkness, light? death, life? Who brought thee to SEek interest in His sal.
vation, cleansing in -His blood, refuge in His righteou,ness-to follow His foot.
steps, to love His people, to confess His name? \Vilt thou impute this to human
persuasion? Why do many of thy relatiYes and former acquaintances who bear
tbe same Gospel, read and know the same trutbs, remain still unhumbled, silll
bard and callous under the reign of sin, despising the Sa,iour, and rejecting Ili3
truth? Was thy heart more susceptible. than theirs? possessed it more affinity
with godliness? vVert thou more acute in discernment, better skilled in spiritual
logic-the language of Canaan-Iess attached to sin and tbe world? Ab, no J
metbinks I hear thee say, in nowise was I better than they. Then whence
the change? Must thou not give the praise to thy Lord? Ras He indeed
ravished thy affections? Dost thou esteem Him above rubies? Is He the object of
tby faith, the source of thy pardon, the fountain of thy purity, the clothing of
thy soul, the rock of thy hopes, the light of thy way, the joy of thy heart, the
guide of thy footsteps, the physician of thy maladies, the object of thy adoration?
Are these thy desires? Dost thou pray, or what sometimes you call trying to
pray, for His presence, and desire His image? Dost thou sympathize with His
cause and kingdom? Wouldst thou extol His name? Art thou jealous for His
glory, in His person, work, blood, and righteousness, as yours, and the only
foundation for a sinner's salvation, and equally desirous to adorn the doctrine of
" God your Saviour" in all your life and conduct? Canst thou sing
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"Jesus, Thou ever-living spring,
Thou gushing source of bliss;
My strength, my life of all my joys,
The sweetest and the best.
"Thou art tbe joy of all my joys,
My shield, my guide, my way;
The object of my dearest love,
My refuge and my stay.

-.
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Thou art the source of every grace,
My beauty and my dress.
"Sun, moon, and stars, those glittering
orbs
Cannot with Tbee compare;
But lose their lustre, worth, and charms,
Thou fairest of the fair."

"The joys of sense I once pursued,
No more my soul beguile;
"In Thee more beauty I behold
Before earth's honours, fame, or wealth,
My faith would seek Thy smile."
Than words can e'er express
Is· this the la.nguage of thy heart, doubting one? Then thou art a trueborn child of her the" married wife," who, finding she could not express all the
beauties she beheld in her endeared Lord, summed up the whole by exclaiming,
"Yea, 'He is ·altogethEr lovely.''' By the ruling passion of the mind, the
character of the mind is determined; and if thy ruling passiun is love to Jesus,
then art thou interested in Him whom thou so lovest, for
"Jesus never charmed a stranger,
Never sou~ht an alien's love;
But to save His Church from danger,
Gave His life, and shed His blood."
Reader, what is the supreme object of thy admiration 7 Is it self-the applause
of men? If so, thou hast no interest in the Saviour of sinners so living and
dying, for He is the" altogether lovely, "and the only)ovely one, in the estimation
of all those whom He 8aves. ",Vhat is thy ruling passion 7-10ve of sin 7 or fear
of what Goel says, " The wages of sin is rleath." Art thou the slave of sin ? Oh,
feilrful servitude! thou hast a hard master; he will abuse thee hm'e, and damn
thee hereafter: "Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselws servants to
obey, his SH'vants ye are whom ye obey, whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness 7" Oh, how different the object of thy pursuit to that of
the righteous; and, unless mercy prevent, how different will be thy end!
And, what, professor is the object of thy admiration 7 Dost thou sbare thy
admiration between Christ and thyself-thine own righteousness? If so, thou art
a thief and a robber, for it is written, "In Him (Christ) shall all the seed of
Israel be justified, and shall glory." What, think you tht Christ will suffer
His spotless, seamless robe to be spoiled and marred by the filthy patches of thy
self-righteousness 7 Christ came to save the" lost." May the Apostle's prayer
be yours, as it is of all the saved, " That I may be found in Him, not having on
my own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through tbe faith
of Christ, the righteomness which is of God hy faith." Then it shaH go well
with thee for ever.
God bless the reading of this paper to you, dear believer in Jesus, that you
may see the triumph from afar, " Enter into rest," feeling by the Spirit that you
shall dwell, anon. ever with Jesus-your sweet, "altoge!her lovely" Jesus" Long as eternal ages roll."
And may the son, or daughter, or unconverted friend, or reader of this paper
find divine power in reading. that he may have no " rest" of mind till Jesus is
your" altogether lovely" ONE.
"The man unparcloned dreads to meet
Tbe king of terrors-Death;
The man of God, in Christ complete,
With joy resigns his breath."
Stonehouse.
J OSEPH FLORY.
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FRAGMENTS GATHERED UP.
annexed, touching the work of the Lord in the hcart of the late Mrs.
J. OLARKE, of Loughborough, Leicester, was found among her papers after
her decease. It bears date May 4, 1845, within a few weeks of twenty
years prior to her being called to her eternal rest. It was oUl' privilege to
be personally-acquainted with her; and two things were to oUl' mind conspicuous in her character-first, her simplicity; and, secondly, her great
love to and interest in the dear chilch'en of God.
•
How does our heart rejoice in the contemplation of the triumph o,er
sin, death, and hell of these precious trophies of rich and free and so,ereign
grace.-ED.
THE

" May 4th, 1845.

"DEAR FRIEND,-About five years ago I was taken ill of an inflammation of the lungs-was brought to the brink of the grave; then I cried
unto the Lord. I felt I was a sinner great, and that the Almighty "ould
be just in sending me to hell. I was in great distress; my friends, judging
I was near death, asked if they should send for the ph:sician, but m: soul
cried, 'I want the good Physician, Jesus Cill:ist.' I felt no other "auld do
for me, but I "as al"ays back\\ard at speaking "hat I felt for fear of
being wrong. "When I have said anything at any time concerning my
spiJ:itual state I have had such misgivings afterwards that I "ould, if
possible, have recalled the words, thinking I might be deceived; but I am
ovelTuning my account. After some time of distress-I cannot say ho"
long exactly it lasted-I was led to look to Jesus for mercy; but it "as
some tinle after that I was brought to know Him as my SavioUl' and
Redeemer. I remember one Sunday morning, when my father was going
to Leicester to hear Mr. 0 - , that he came to my bedside before he
went, to bid me farewell for the day; but oh, the happiness I felt that
morning! I "as as if I saw the Lord Jesus "ith the eyes of my mind,
crucified for me! Oh, the love I felt to Hinl; I longed to die and be "ith
Him; but this did not last long. His presence was withdrawn, and I
was full of doubts and fears as to the reality of my feelings; but I was
blessed at times with a sense of His love to me, poor sinful "orm who
deserved nothing- but destruction. As soon as I "as able to lea,e home,
I went to Leicester for medical advice. W'hile there I "as much blest,
while hearing Mr. 0--, and often felt quite happ:; but no", alas: I
feel quite different. I have had many afflictions since then, bu haw not
felt that satisfaction I could wish; but coldness, barrenness, deadnessand these are my fi'ames, alas! too often. Sometimes I have such ch-eaclful
thoughts arise in my mind, which I think no one e,er had beside me. Oh,
if the things I have spoken of at the first be real, "here am I no,,? Oh,
may the Lord raise me up fi'om this sleep of death, that I may praise His
holy name! Oh may His holy Spirit teach, guide, and lead me in the
way that I should go-lead me to the cross; there may I sit as a little
child, receive of the dying love of the Lord Jesus Christ, be "ashed in His
blood, clothed in His righteousness, sanctified by the ever-blessed Spirit,
and be among that number who came out of great tribulation, and washed
their robes and made them white III the blood of the Lamb. May the
Lord bless His OhUl'ch more and more. Amen."
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(the Qtriumpgs of @nttt nber ~ eaiQ anh ihe Q@rabe;
OR, WHISPERS FROM THE DYING PILLOWS OF GOD'S SERVANTS.

"Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that manis peace."-Psalmxxxvii. 37.

THE LATE LADY LUOY SMITH, OF WILFORD HOUSE, NEAR
NOTTINGHAM.
"The work of r1:ghteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness,
quietness and peace for ever. " -ISAIAH xxxii. 17.
IT devolves upon us this month to announce the removal of the late beloved
LADY Luoy SMITH to her heavenly home. The announcement of her death
tQok us greatly by surprise, but it reached us at too late a date to allude
tD it last month. Her loss will be felt, not only by her bereaved husband, the many members of her own loved and loving family, and a large
circle of relatives and friends, but by numbers of the Lord's poor and
needy ones, through the length and breadth of the land. If ever there
was a large and liberal heart, it was LADY Lucy SMITH'S. 'rhat mild,
calm, peaceful countenance was a true index to a heart sweetly mellowed
with grace. Her whole spirit was softened and bedewed by love, tenderness, and simplicity. It was next to impossible to be in her society for the
shortest interval without realizing the hallowing influence of a mind
taught and tutored by the Spirit and power of Him upon whose person
and work it was her delig·ht to dwell. In the intensity of her desire to be
blessed an~ to be made a blessing, she rose above all little party
feelin.\1; and sectarian distinctions; and sOll\1;ht, in all she said and did,
to prove that there is a oueuess of heart and an identity of object between. tbe variou;:, member;:, of tbe Olle common. bousebolC\. of faitb. lIer
whole conduct and bearing was a li\'ing and a po\Verful testimony to the
preciousness and power of the words of the Holy Ghost by the Apostle,
in his epistle to the Ephesians, "Grace be with all them that love our
Lord Jesus Ohrist in sincerity." Her desire was to feel-and to act
upon the conviction-"Ye are not your own, for ye are bought with a
price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are

God's,"

)Vith her it was a matter of living principle that "what she

l~ ~H [~~~ lmm tM 1~~ij, [M ~m ~m~ ill~~." ~lr. ~~~ Dmr D[~r
SMITI--t:'S

great desire was, as far as in theIn lay, and that in a varied and

diversified manner, to "feed the Ohurch of GDd, which He hath purchased with His own blood." With this object, the private chapel
attached to "Vilford House has been, for many years, regularly supplied
with Gospel ministers from various parts of the kingdom, who not only
themselves were blessed personally in ministering, but wllOse ministrations
were owned of God to the comfort and edification of multitudes. The
extent of this will only be known in connexion with the revelations of
the last great day. Unquestionably, the little sanctuary attached to
Wilford House has proved a Bethel times without number both to ministers and people. "Vithin its walls, occasionally, our late brother in the
Ijord, the loved DAVID DENHAM, ministered; and the sweet genial spirit
01 tllis dear servant 01 God was very mucb the typo of tbe spirit of tbe
godly men whom from time to time LAIlY Lucy S~IITH sought to minister
within those hallo\Ved walls.
,Ve believe that few have visited ,Vilford House withollt finding a
special and peculiar sanctity attached thereto. In the rear of the mansion
are sundry walks which, for many, many years have been trodden by
H
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numberless pilgrims now before the throne. We question if anyone
residence was ever more-if so much-the resort of the Lord's loving
children as Wilford House. Hence a goodly number, we feel assured, who
walked in sweet communion with the Lord through those retired and
picturesque paths, and about the summer-house hard by the river of
which KrRKE WHITE wrote so beautifully, are now communing with their
Lord in the house not made with hanels, eternal in the heavens. And now
their loved hostess (having done all hor Lord would have her do whilst
here on pilgrimage) has followed her guests "home to Jesus." These,
we find, were among her ladyship's last words.
We rejoice in the contemplation of the grace and strength vouchsafed
to the beloved Mr. SMITH in connexion with his most painful bereavement.
That grace and strength are clearly evidenced in the letter -which we
annex:"Wilford, January 1, 1866.

"My DEAR SIR,-I am deeply affected by the kind and tender sympathy
you manifest towards me under lily very painful bereavenlent. The blow
has indeed been severe, but it has been dealt by a Father's hand, and I ha,e
been enabled to receive it as the fruit and effect of covenant love and faithfulness, and through the grace and faith of submission to feel resigned.
I cannot forget, in the bitterness of my grief, the special mercy that, in a
union of forty-one years, the dear departed and I lived and "alked as heirs
together of the grace of life. Her race was run, and her "ork "as done.
She was what she was by the grace of God, and that grace is cbanged into
glory unutterable! I could not wish her back again in this "orld. of sin and
suffering; but I am sustained by the hope, in the Lord's own time, of joining
her amongst the ransomed throng to sing the never-ending song.
" With deep gratitude for your affectionate feelings towards lile,
"I remain
" Your afflicted brother in the Gospei of our Lord Jesus Christ,
" HENRY SMITH."
We can only add our hearty prayer, that the Lord mll continue to grant
to his honomeel servant the peace and the consolation he has already
experienced; and that when it shall be said to him, "The Master is
come, and calleth for thee," he may sweetly and blessecUy realize what it
is personally to be able to exclainl, even in that all-inlportant hom from
which poor nature so recoils, "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart
in peace, according to Thy word, for mine eyes ha,e seen Thy salyation."
FUNERAL OF L.Al)Y LUCY SMITH.

The mortal remains of Lady Lucy Smith, of \Vilford Oottage, "ere
deposited in the family vault at vVilford Ohurch. The ,ault is situated
in the aisle leading from the south entrance, and encloses the coffins of
three of her ladyship's children, along with that of the Hon. Miss Smith,
daughter of Lord Oarrington, who died in 1830. The body of Lady Lucy
had been removed to the private chapel adjoining Wilford House, the
residence of her son, Henry Abel Smith, Esq. Texts of Scripture, printed
in large type, were hung upon the walls of the chapel, and around the
spot where the coffin rested, flowers and ferns were placed, with cards
bearing Scripture quotations.
The funeral attracted a large concourse of people to Wilforcl, in spito of
the state of the weather, which w.as wet and stormy. The chmch "as
crowded long before the ceremony commenced, and the road to \Yilford
House was lined with spectators. Almost everyone wore something in
the shape of mourning, and many were c1<:leply touched on witnessing the

"

i

i.
.1

j

February 1, 1866.J

'THE GOSPEL M.A.G.AZINE.

91

obsequies of a lady universally respected, and by numbers dearly loved.
The hangings of the pulpit, reading desk, communion table, and one or
two pews, were draped in black, forming a striking contrast to the evergreens with which the interior of the church is now decorated.
The cortege consisted of a hearse, five mourning coaches, and a number
of private carriages. In the first coach rode Henry Smith, Esq., husband
of Lady Lucy, Henry Abel Smith, Esq., and Master S. H. Smith. The
second coach contained the Hon. A. Leslie Melville, brother of the deceased
lady, and Alexander L. Melville, Esq., Alexander Pym, Esq., and
Ruthven Pynl, Esq., three of her nephews. Robert Smith, Esq., Frederick
C. Smith, Esq., Rowland Smith, Esq., aud Hotace Smith, Esq., occupied
the third coach. The fourth coach bore the Bishop of Oarlisle, F. B.
Douglas, Esq., and the Rev. Henry Wright, the husbands of three of her
ladyship's nieces. The last coach contained several of her ladyship's
domestics, some of whom have been with the family many years. The
private carriages were those of Henry Smith, Esq., Henry Abel Smith,
Esq., F. O. Smith, Esq., Oolonel Holden, and the Misses Wright.
The coffin was borne from the hearse by eight men (many of them
devout men, Acts viii. 2) in the employ of Mr. Smith, and was met at
the entrance to the churchyard by the Rev. E. Davis, rector of Wilford,
and the Rev. H. O. Elliss, incumbent of St. Saviour's, Nottingham. The
beautiful service of our Ohurch was read in a most impressive manner,
and in few cases has there been more heartfelt sorrow manifested than on
this occasion. The coffin bore the following simple inscription: "Lady
Lucy Smith. Born January 26th, 1794. Died December 23rd, 1865.
Aged 71. Rev. xix. 8, 9." At the conclusion of the service the family
took a last look at the resting-place of the deceased, and most of the
spectators also descended into the vaults for that purpose, after which
they left the churchyard deeply impressed with the solemn ceremony.
We subjoin an outline of the sermon preached by the beloved Bishop
of Oarlisle, in Wilford Ohurch, on the evening of her funeral, as given in
the Nottingham Express : THE SERMON.

The Bishop based his discourse upon the following te:x:t: "And they
shall call them the holy people, the redeemed of the Lord; and thou
shalt be called, Sought out, a city not forsaken" (Isa. lxii. 12). He
observed that the doctrine of the Trinity in unity was not one of a
speculative character, or of recent discovery. Let them ask any living,
thriving, Spirit-taught Ohristian, and he would tell them he could not do
without the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost-one in covenant love in the
eternal salvation of his soul. That doctrine did not belong to modern
days, nor was it peculiar to New 'l'estament times. Let them ask one
whose character corresponded with the description in the 1st Psalm,
where it spoke of meditating in God's law day and night, and he would
say that he found the doctrine of the Trinity in the New Testament, and
found it also in the Old. The text gave four titles to the Church of the
living God. The three first were drawn from the distinctive workings of
the three Persons in the Trinity, and the fourth from the united action of
them all. " They shall call them the holy people"-there they had the
love of the Father; "the redeemed of the Lord "-there they had the
love of the Son; "and thou shalt be called, sought out "-there they'
had the love of the Spirit; "a city not fors!J,ken "-there they had the
united, everlasting love of the eternal Three in One. If he, by the help of
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God, should be enabled to speak on the subject aright, he would be telling
the story of many present, and of her whose body slumbered in the vault
beneath, but whose spirit was with Jesus, in joy and felicity. Let them
pray that he might receive the assistance of the Holy Spirit, so that they
might be more blessed by the death of that elect lady than by her life.
"They shall call them the holy people." In order to enter into those
words, they must have a clear understanding of the word holy. A holy thing
or person, in the language of Scriptme, was a thing or person set apart to
the exclusive aarvice of J ehovah. It was a distinctive honour of God's
dear people, -from the beginning to the end of time, that they were set
apart to His eternal praise. They were set apart to His praise before
ever the foundations of the world were laid. The great consummation
would be at the time alluded to by St. John in the 21st chapter of Revelation, when the holy city, new Jerusalem, should come down from God,
out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for hel' husband. Then should
that word be realized which dwelt upon the lips of her who had gone"satisfied." The whole number of the elect would then l)e accomplished,
and so Jesus would be glorified in His saints. Jesus would be satisfied
then, when He saw the travail of His soul; and His people would be
satisfied when they found themselves like Him. But the people of God did
not postpone their desire and enort to devote themselves entirely to the
service of God until the great day which should be the consummation of all
their desires, It was one of the marks of God's real people that they denied
ungodliness and worldly lusts, and lived holy, justly, and unblamably in
the present evil world; looking for the appearance of the Ea,iom, and
knowing that they were created in Ohrist Jesus unto good works, which
God had before ordained that they should walk in them. They who
for forty years had seen the holy child of God who had just been removed from among them going out and coming in, must feel that he did
not say one word too much whon he declared that God gave her grace to
follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man should see
the Lord. It was her wont to visit the fatherless and the widow in their
affiiction, and to keep herself unspotted from the world. Before he passed
from that part of the subject, he would remind everyone present, and
especially those who called themselves Ohristians, of the words of J eSllS,
that they should let their light so shine before men, that they might see
their good works, and so glorifY their Father in heaven. A bright
example had gone, but God Himself placed before them an example infinitely brighter, and bade them aim at it: "Be ye therefore perfect, enn
as your :Father in heaven is perfect."
The second title given to the children of God in the text was, "The
redeemed of the Lord." Had they ever studied the meaning of the word
" redeemed" as set forth in the Gospel according to Moses? "The Gospel
according to Moses!" some young person might say, ""What is that?"
It was the Pentateuch-and especially the book of Leviticus. !fthey turned
to the 26th chapter of Leviticus, they would find out what a redeemer was.
Was there anyone present, who knew anything of himself, who did not
feel the need of a Redeemer? It might be, by the great mercy of God,
that there were some who deeply felt that need. For such he had good
news. He had to tell them that when no Redeemer could be found on
earth, the eternal Son of God bowed the heavens, came down, and took
man's nature in the womb of the blessed Virgin, for the express pmpose of
becoming their Kinsman, Friend, and Brother. And why did He become
their Brother? Because, being unsearchably rich, Re could pay the full
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ransom price of their souls, and purchase an inheritance for them. That
gave, and would always give, joy and peace to the departing children of
God. They looked back, and saw a long life of usefulness, happiness, and
holiness. But what did that say? Nothing. These were the words
which fell from her lips in her dying hours,:" Nothing in my hand 1 bring;
Simply to Thy cross I cling."
" Not the righteousSinners Jesus came to call."
He knew that was sweet to the poor, hungry souL She said, not long
before she went hence, "I have nothing to do but to go." He wished to
lead some of those present to inquire what interest they had in the redeeming
blood of Ohrist. The third title ofthe children of God which the text brought
before them "as "called "-" sought out." There were two kinds of
calling in the Scriptures: the outward call by the ministry of the word,
and the inward call of the Holy Spirit. Let them not rest until they
could say that the words, "I, behold I, will search my sheep, and seek
them out," had been fulfilled in their case. When God sought out His
sheep, He showed them that they were lost, and could not save themselves; and, when He had made them' feel.the meaning of those four
letters, lost, He made them understand the meaning of the fiv8' letters,
saved. It was wonderful how God searched out His sheep. He searched
them out in all kinds of places, and by a vrLriety of means. How was
that dear lady who had now gone from them originally sought out?
When she was a little child, by the instrumentality of a maid servant in
her father's house. She went, as a little child might well do, with her
doll, and its dress, to the laundry, and there was a message there from the
King of kings. There was a word from that servant, pleading with
Ohrist for her soul, and it distressed and disturbed her. She could have
no rest. She turned to her Bible, and at the beginning read of the
expulsion of Adam and Eve from Paradise, cherubim being placed to
guard the tree of life; and she wondered how she could find her way back
to that tree. Her Bible was in two volumes, and, after reading steadily
through the first volume, she read on with the second, until she came to
the 14th chapter of John, and the 6th verse-"I am the way." Light
then dawned upon her soul, and there was peace. Then she knew what
it was to be sought out. Oould they marvel at her love for texts? Oould
they marvel that in her own dwelling beautifully printed texts everywhere
met them? Oould they marvel that her letters, written in a bold hand,
contained references to texts? Oould they marvel that she attached so
much importance to the Holy Spirit? There was not one who had known
and loved her, who had not over and over again remarked with what
jealousy she spoke of the Holy Ghost. On her death"bed, commenting
on the words, "All thy children shall be taught of the Lord," she said,
" It is a great thing to be taught of the Lord" -laying much stress on the
word "taught." Speaking of "The word is nigh thee, even in thy
mouth and in thy heart," she said, "It is the Spirit of the word." She
used to say, "By the grace of God, I am what I am." There was
nothing in her to move God to be merciful to her; she was merely a lump
of clay, the same as they all were. There were those present who might
feel that they had lost such a friend as would never be replaced. That
was quite true, but they must remember the text, "When my father and
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my mother forsake me, the Lord will take me up." They would be
"sought out, a city not forsaken." There was very much forsaking
connected with the true service of God. In one place, houses, land, fath~r,
mother, and wife were spoken of as things to be forsaken; and, if they
were to go into the life of her who had gone, it might be shown that even
she, iR a measure, had to give up such things. J3ut there was no forsaking on the part of the Triune J ehovah. Ought not that to cheer and
comfort mOUl'ners, and encourage young beginners? He would tell them
a few words gathered up in the sick chamber. "If anyone should ask
about me, at the cottage or the house, you may say, 'Should the Lord
say to me, lacked ye anything?' I should say, 'Nothing, Lord;
nothing.' " "He hath delivered, and doth deliver, in whom I trust, that
He will yet deliver us." That was said two or three times in the comse
of the night. "The Lord does watch over us; He keeps us night and
day." "The Lord is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever."
" Who trusts in God's unchanging love,
Builds on the rock that cannot move."
Oh that God would be pleased to grant that many present might find
salvation to all eternity, as she had done. vVhy should not some be
awakened to the importance of spiritual things by the death of that
honoured saint and Christian lady? The dear departed one had now
entered <upon eternity. There would be no change during the whole of
that eternity but one, and that for the better, when the trumpet should
sound, the dead be raised, and all God's people unite round the throne of
the Lamb, and ~ast their crowns before Him.
The hymns slllg on the evening of the interment of Lady Lucy Smith
were-" I know that my Redeemer lives," "When languor and disease
invade," and" Eternity! tremendous sOllld ! "
The following notice appeared in the Nottingham Guardian on the 29th
of December, and admirably portrays the character of this eminently
Christian lady:" Our readers will already have heard that Lady Lucy Smith departed
this life on Satmday last, December 23rd. Everyone who has marked
that presence, striking from its very simplicity; everyone who has
looked on that countenance, beaIning with chastened, with intelligeJ.t
peace and love; everyone who has n!?ted her course, as for man: a year
she lived the steady and consistent pattern of every good word and work
-will acknowledge that the void is one which must long be painfully
felt in her family, her village, this town and neighbomhood; na:, more,
in many a distant nook of England and Scotland, to which her unostentatious alms, her tender sympathy, found their way.
" Her ladyship was the eldest daughter of Alexander, ninth Earl of
Leven and Melville. Her father, while Viscount Balgonie, lived part of
the year at Balgonie Castle, Fife, and part of the year in Edinburgh. It
was in the latter place that she was born, on the 26th of January, 1794.
Her mother was the daughter of John Thornton, of Clapham, Esquire, a
name well known in this day in connexion with every labour of eHngelic
philanthropy.
"Grace is not hereditary; and yet a blessing does full often descend even
to the children's children of the just. So was it here. Lady Lue.) Leslie
Melville was but young when, in her father's house, she responded to the
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call, 'Come out fi'om among them, and be ye separate, and I will receive
you, and will be a father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters,
saith the Lord Almighty' (2 Cor. vi. 17, 18). Even then her piety was
distinguished by that fervent zeal for the best interests of others which
characterized it in her later days. To this hour more than one family of
those amongst whom she moved gratefully ascribed the' coming of salvation to their house' to the loving words and the holy life of their young
companion and friend; and one of her own last acts was to request that a
one pound note which she had always sent at this season of the year to an
aged and pODr Christian pilgrim in Fife might be despatched at once, with
the message that she was 'very poorly,' and could do no more than
enclose a tract which deeply interested her-' Harold the Shepherd.'
"Lady Lucy's marriage, on the 14th of July, 1824, to Henry Smith, of
Wilfm,d House, Esquire, one of the senior partners in the old-established
Nottingham bank of Saniuel Smith and Co., while it placed her under the
protection and guidance of one whose heart went wholly with her in her
self-dedication to her Saviour, greatly enlarged her means and opportunities of service to all, but especially to her humble friends and neighbours. For a period of more than forty years, Lady Lucy Smith has, in
this locality and elsewhere, been the succourer of the poor in their temporal necessities, while (like her divine Master) she has ever laboured to
benefit their souls. Need we remind our readers that even in the higher
grades of society, those who might differ most from her, found their pre-.
judices disarmed, and in many cases derived a lasting blessing from 'the
kind way of saying home truths,' by which she recommended the Gospel,
of which she loved to speak, as that which she had found sweet to her
own soul?"
Some cards were printed specially intended for circulation amonv,st the
aged pilgrims in some almshouses in which Mr. Smith and Lady Lucy
have long taken a deep interest. The following inscription was engraved
upon them:-

OF

LADY

L U C Y

S M IT H,

VVHO FELL ASLEEP IN JESUS
Dec. 23rd, 1865.
THROUGH

THE

GRACE

OF

GOD

BESTOWED

ON

HER, SHE

WAS

TRULY A

"MOTHER IN ISRAEL," A....1'fD "A SUCCOURER OF :ML~Y."

1 Cor. xv.IO.

"Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and
election sure."-2 Peter i. 10.
"Be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience
inherit the promises."-Hebrews vi. 12.
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THE DYING AFRICAN MISSIONARY.
EXTRACTS FROM HIS JOURNAL.

(Concluded from

OUl'

last.)

Taboo, June 30, 1864.-1 wished to dig under the house, to make a
basement for a workshop. Commenced the work, but soon came to
human bones. I covered them, and asked the people of the town what
should be done about them. They advised that they should not be
disturbed, but that I should cover them with a small piece of cloth, and
replace the soil. This I assented to, and the people seemed much gratified.
July l.-I;ast evening I paid A. Kougoman, who had worked for me
one month. He made a new agreement to work another m<mth, but
this morning I find that he has gone, and has taken with him one of the
dumb boys. We do not know what they intend to do, but they have
W1'onged us much in ingratitude and deception. May the Lord take care
of them, and keep us fi'om harsh feelings.
July 20.-1 thank the Lord I am again able to walk about after being
confined to my bed for a week. I suffered much from congestion and
f'eve;r, an.d withou.t an.'g' medi<>.al aid', bu.t th~ L<;\\:d bl~\>\>~<1 th~ 1,,;..\.\'..<1 ~'O.,\:~
of my wife to my recovery.
A'ugust 14.-Nothing new to record. The mercies of God are still with
us. I was enabled to-day to conduct only the home exercise and the
Sabbath school. This I have done since my sickness, and sometimes
.visited the towns.
My dear wife has suffered much, and does not get entirely well; yet we
are blessed with many comforts, and the Lord still takeE! care of us.
I long for ability to speak the language of the people, and to have
strength to travel more among them to preach the word of life. Convocation is at Cavalla next Friday; but we do not yet see any way of getting
up there. A boat has been in sight for t'110 days, but the wind is COIltrary, and she cannot advance at all.
August 28.-W e went to Cavalla in a canoe, though the sea was very
rough. Convocation was conducted with great interest, and afforded the
greatest satisfaction. "Ve went to the Cape, and spent one day in business, and then returned home by the beach with carriers. It took three
days to come back, but we were greatly favoured, and reached home on
Friday, after a week's absence. All are well; our health impro,ed, and
we have resumed our labours.
December 25· (Chr£stmas-Sunrlay).-:-A day of peace. This morning I
was complaining as usual of my unworthiness and inability to do the
work of the ministry set before me. My dear wife pOlllted out to me the
great privilege it was to be permitted to labour at all in the Master's
work. It was a most happy thought. I went about my duties with new
zeal, and now come to the close of the day in peace. May I ever keep
the idea before me in all my work!
At hOIlie the services were listened to with attention. In Kobla had a
pretty good audience, and they 'IIere very attentive; but in the other t'110
towns but few people met, and they 'IIere very inattentive. Some disturbance also occurred from the noise of'llomen and children.
IJecernber 28.-Thanks be to the Lord, I have just escaped from a
watery grave. I started early this morning to go to the Cape for the coming
Oonvocation. The men hesitated at the bar, for the water was rough.
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Then they returned, and a larger canoe took me and my trunk outside
the bar, and then I was to get out and pass into the fiTst canoe, which was to
pass out light loaded. We started with the utmost caution, but the canoe
turned over in the roughest water. I strove to reach the nearest rock,
but wave after wave passed over me, giving me scarcely time to breathe
between. With my clothes on, I could not swim against ,the current;
my strength began to fail, when a strong man seized me by one arm, and
soon another by the other arm. In a few minutes we reached the nearest
rock, and rested a little, bearing against the waves. Then another short
swim brouglit us to the shore.
My dear wife was watching through all the accident in the greatest
agony, and was quite overcome by her feelings when I crossed the river
and met her embrace. My trunk, with all my clothes, have gone to the
sea; but the kind Master has spared me, and I thank His holy name.
Our prayer is that we may lemon the lesson He intends to teach in this
providence.
JJfarch 29, 1865.-Yesterday Captain Henry Ford, of the brig MerIJun.J,
died at sea, opposite here. To-day Mr. J. B. S., with some on board,
sent the body on shore for interment, with request that it should be
buried in the mission yard. The body was brought ashore three miles
below here.
After some talk with the head men, they consented to allow it to be
buried in the country, provided they had a bonus in goods of some twelve
dollars or more.
The body had to be brought up, gTave dug', and coffin made.
There is no carpenter here, and I had only time to make a rough box.
Darkness came on, and the hour for rest; but the corruptible body could
not be kept any longer. We therefore retumed dust to dust in the dark
hours, and read the service by the light of a lantem.
April 27, ] 865.-A very goodly company listened attentively to the
story of Elisha telling the king of Israel where his enemies were
encamped, and of their striving to take the prophet, but were hindered
by blindness. Till'ee miles further, at Rock Booke, I met Mr. Seacock,
and preached there. There were some there who had come from Cape
Lahoo, five days' journey from the coast, to consult the grand devil resident on a rock in the Cavalla river. It seemed proper to tell them of
Ahaziah, king of Israel, who sent to Baalzebub, the king of Ekron, and
of the reproof which God gave him through the prophet. They paid but
little attention. Mr. Seacock accompanied me two miles fmther to the
next town. Here we took breakfast, and preached. I proceeded onward,
and reached home at sundown.
June 18th.-Bishop Payne thinks we ought not to go away yet, and
that our desire to go indicates a lack of interest in the work. "Ve do not
feel so, however, but would gladly return here, if a little change and
recruiting would restore om health and strength.
We shall most likely go to America soon, unless some special providence
indicate otherwise.
I am sorry on many accounts for having to leave, and yet it seems that
a further stay would expose our lives beyond what is required even in a
mission field. I have left it all with the Lord. I said, "Thy will be
done." I have to trust Him entirely for grace to continue to say so all
the while, whatever the indications may be.
.
Taboo, July 1, 1865.-1 was too weary last evening to write. I had been
I
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down to the beach, and preached in five towns. Many of the people
seemed very glad to see me again after my dangerous accident. Those
who attended preaching seemed to be more attentive than usual. The
greater number in the towns, however, we cannot reach in that way. We
need to visit every family in their own house, and seek an opportunity to
impart some religious ideas.
I had four miles to walk after dark, which I felt very much in my weak
state, and after the day's labour. Two men accompanied me, kindly
appointed by the king to see me safe home.
The Sabbath approaches, and my thoughts seek to Imggest ~hat I may
do for our nearest neighbours more than what is done every Sunday.
While I write this evening I hear their peculiar responsive music. They
are visiting the graves of their friends and ancestors, doing homage to the
spirits of the departed.
May the Lord suggest the means to His servant, and the Holy Spirit
carry on the work to bring the poor people to Christ. .
Roek Boka, July 9tJ..-Most of my time has been spent in reading and
private devotions. I have at times great fear and shuddering in the
thought that death may come soon to myself or my dear wife, in our very
feeble state. This I have tried to leave entirely with Him ~ho gives His
peace. I ask, for His own honour, that I may bring forth His fruit.
I believe our prayers for humility are being ans~ered in a ~a:- ~e did
not expect. Our sickness and circumstances ha,e brought us ,el':' lo~, so
that we truly feel in our own"minds that ~e are of no consequence. Ko~,
may the faithful Lord do,with us as He wishes, only perfect that ~ork
of grace in our hearts, until we shall bring forth every fruit of the Spirit.
Taboo, Aug~t8t 3.-1 rise before day, to be ready to depart if possible.
Since my last entry, there has been an American vessel on the coast, but
she could not take my family. Now we are to wait another opporhmity.
The house at this place is so bad that we fear to remain in it any longer.
It is leaning very much. One corner leans tlill:teen inches in one direction
and six inches in another. The wind shakes it ominously, and it often gives
an ominous crack. 'Ve therefore leave the house. I hope to abide a short
time at Rock Booke until we can leave the coast, or until some other
arrangements may be made.
Both my wife and myself are very feeble. A very slight exertion brings
on fever in some form, mostly intermittent, and we suffer several da:-s,
unable to perform our regular duties. But my love and thankfulness to
our kind Father grow stronger; His word is my pleasure, and His ~ork
my delight.
Cape Palmas.-:-Trial has passed. We expect now to go to England,
and sail in a few days in the bark Ina, for Bristol. We are furnished with
500 dollars by the Mission, which is proposed to carry us to America. We
spend 279 for passage to England, and 36 for provisions, leaving only 185
dollars. But the Lord will provide.
Barque Ina, Aug. 30.-We came on board to-day, and this evening are
getting under weigh.
I thank our kind Father that we were permitted to come on board
safely, though the sea was very rough, and we had to come a long distance
in a small boat.
The Lord has prospered us in beginning the voyage, and we have committ-ed ourselves to Him for the journey, and for all time to come. Blessed
be His holy name.
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Barque Ina, Sept. 31.-I feel very much that we are only in the hands
of the Lord. It is He only that can keep us in the dangers of the deep.
I pray for strength and grace to trust Him entirely when fear cometh.
The Lord be with us, and fulfil His promise of perfect peace.
Barque Ina, Sept. 9. (Lat. 7 30'; long. 11 W. )-" God be merciful to
me, a sinner!" This is the language of my heart. Not but that I do
think my sins forgiven, but that I need His forgiveness all the while. My
life is so useless, so inefficient, and I am daily surprised at my own want
of earnestness.
o Lord, have compassion on me! remember:not my offences, but work
Thine own work in me; and then, if Thou hast any work for me, do it
through Thy servant.
BM'que Ina, Oot. 4, 1865 (west of Oanary Islands).-Many mercies to
be thankful for, and things still to pray for. I pray for vigour of body
and mind; "Not my will, but Thine be done;" for more love of the
Bible, more diligence in searching it, more love of souls, more ability to
win, more abiding of the Spirit, and more going out in the way of
His leadings.
-[With this, his journal-yea, we may say, his work on earth-was
closed, it being written only a few days before he died. ]
0
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"BOUNDIJESS LOVE."
ACCOUNT OF THE LAST DAYS OF JANE.
By

A MISSIOXARY.

" They shall oome whioh were ready to perish.-IsAIAH xxvii. 13.
" BOUNDLESS love!" The boundless love of Jesus was the all-absorbing
the;me of the subject of the following pages during her last days on earth.
No other words were so frequently on her lips, no other topic ever
administered such a cordial to her heart. This love, revealed in wondrous
measure to her soul by the Holy Ghost, was the key-note in her song of
grace-a song she is now singing more perfectly in the presence of the
Lamb. God made her a remarkable instance of His saving mercy; for this
reason His gracious dealings with her are made public. We are commanded to "make known among the people the deeds of the Lord, and
to talk of all His wondrous works" (1 Ohron. xvi. 8, 9).
J ane was the eldest of a family of three daughters. Her parents were
most respectable. All, however, are now gathered to their graves. Her
youngest sister died two years before her, in the holy triumph of the
Gospel, at the early age of seventeen. Many were the prayers she offered
up fi'om a sick-bed for Jane's conversion. These prayers were answered.
I became acquainted with her soon after the death of her sister above
mentioned. She was a person of superior intelligence, and well educated;
but her circumstances were poor indeed, for hers was the home of a
drunkard! Oh, how changed since the days of her childhood! Then how
fair and bright appeared her prospects in life! Oould any who then
knew her suppose that one so amiable and intelligent would hereafter be
for years the slave and victim of strong ill-ink, and thereby bring herself
and family to abject poverty and want? Yet such was the case. This
was her state all the time I knew her. In a paper written to magnify t~e
" immeasurable mercy" and" boundless love" of God, this must not be
I 2
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omitted. His grace shines in proportion as the objects of it appear
undeserving.
Whenever I had opportunity I alluded to this besetting sin in her
presence, introducing my remarks with some reference to her departed
sister, for whom she retained a very warm affection. This plan secured
me from giving offence, and, it is hoped, gave weight to my remonstrances. On several of these occasions I remember seeing her much
affected. It was this as much as anything which encouraged me to continue my e!forts for her welfare, when all besides had given her up as
beyond hope. And it must be admitted that the number of such "\Iho
are reclaimed and saved is small indeed, compared with the multitude that
find a drunkard's grave.
Some months prior to her death, I perceived in her symptoms of consumption, induced, it is feared, by neglect and want. From this period
she was more accessible, and began gradually to realize her guilt and
danger as a sinner. The terrors of God's holy law laid hold on her,
and" What must I do to be saved?" became the deep eamest cry of her
soul. I now saw her more frequently, and for some time before she died,
at her request, visited her daily. A blessed change "as "\\I'ought in her
by divine grace. She not only believed in Jesus, but embraced and
adhered to Him with an unshaken and un"\lavering trust. Her language
was, "My dear Saviour is all to me now." Ho"e,er languid she might
be, if His name was mentioned, her tongue "as instantly as the pen of a
ready writer, and she spake of the things she had made touching the
King, from the grace He had poured into her lips. On other subjects she
said scarcely anything. As much of her conversation as I could distinctly
remember, I noted down after each visit; this I intend to relate in the
order in which I heard it.
.
At the time she was seeking the application to her soul of Christ's forgiving grace, the first passage of Scripture she laid hold on as a prayer
was, I think, Song ii. 17. She had been told, that in order to be saved,
Jesus must be revealed to her as He was to Peter and Paul, and she was
led to seek accordingly. Mter some days of great darkness and strong
temptations from the enemy, during "hich time "she felt the terrors of
hell" (to use her own words), the light broke; Jesus came over all the
mountains of her sins, whispering peace, and saying, "I am thy salvation."
This peace was henceforth visible in her countenance. At my next nsit,
in company with an esteemed n'iend, she said, "Oh, :Mr. :M--, I am
better this moming. I think J eSllS has been with me since you "\lent
away; and what a Saviour He is to save 8~tch a sinner as I ha,e been. Oh,
what a Saviour." Adding," Your prayers are ans"\lered." On a small
table at her bedside lay a New Testament. She had placed it there as "e
entered. She had been reading about the great multitude who had
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb
(Rev. vii.). Soon herself was to join them. Their seal was already on
her heart. She also had received the spirit of adoption. She could now
say, "Come, all ye that fear God, and I will tell you what He has done
for my soul." The'following day I read to her the latter part of Rom. viii.
After I had repeated, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?"
she replied, "No one. P£rrn! FIRM! FIRM! He is the Rock of Ages!
I wonder, when I think of His sufferings in the garden and on the cross
for me! I - I have been the vilest of them all, and yet He lo,ed '/lie, and
He is able to save me. I have full trust in my dear Redeemer." This
";
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last sentenee, several times repeated on subsequent visits, remi.nded me of
a passage I had read in the lives of the Haldanes. When their pious
. mother lay on her deathbed, she was enabled to say, "I have full confidence in Christ," which words were afterwards employed by her sons to
describe true faith. It seems a testimony to that truth, "All Thy children
shall be taught of the Lord."
About this time she observed, "What a blessed thing it is that God
has taken away from me all longing for drink. I have not had the least
desire for it since I lay here." She told me this as a matter of the greatest
. importance, and, from her manner, evidently felt that God alone could
effect the change. "Yes," she continued, "I have drunk my children's
portion; instead of buying bread, I have bought a glass of whiskey.
He might have cut me off in drink. . . . . Such boundless love. . . . .
What has my Saviour suffered for me !" Then, turning her eyes towards
the clingy and almost darkened window near her bed: "I think I see
Him, though far off. . . .. I bless Him for the light He has put
into my soul. It is sweet to behold Him. 'His mercy endureth for
ever.' "
On asking how she was, on a subsequent visit, her l:eply was, " Waiting!
waiting!" softly repeated, her flWe meanwhile wearing the smile of true
peace. Perceiving she was fast sinking, I expressed my grief that she
was worse. "No! no! no! My pains are light. What has Jesus suffered
for me?" And, with much distinctness and fervour, "My sins were so
unpardonably great, that, unless His love had been immeasurable, He
could not have saved me. There is room for me iu His bosom." To one
crying at seeing her so ill she said, "Why do you envy me my good
home? Jesus will be there." And, looking up to heaven, "When will
it please Thee to take me to Thyself?"
To myself she spoke on several occasions in the following and similar
language-language of which I feel utterly unworthy: "You have been
the means, in God's hand, of bringing me to Christ. You have been a
father to me. What should I have done without you? As a shepherd
you sought me-a poor wretched wanderer-when I was bidding defiance
to God by my sins. You always looked upon me when no one else didalways cared for me and sympathized with me. You watched over me,
and, as a true friend, counselled me. God will bless you; He will pour oil
on your head."
•
Speaking of her conversion, she remarked, "I was in such deep distress
of soul, I cannot describe it-such darkness, I cannot tell you. But Jesus
came right to me to gather me in His arms. I felt such a peace, and all
the darkness went away. Now I know the meaning of that beauti.ful
hymn" , How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ear;
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,
And drives away his fear.'
Oh, Calvary-sweet Calvary! He died on Calvary for me. I am indeed
a wretch-a wanderer-a brand taken out of the fire. When anyone
used to talk to me about these things, I forgot all they said directly; I
cared nothing about it. I did not love prayer. I used to lay down like
a beast. How sweet prayer is to me now. . . . , vVhat must it be to be
there for ever .-to behold Him shine! What must it be! We shall
mee~ in heaven.
I hope I shall know you there."
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lone day read to her Hart's incomparable hymn on Gethsemane, and
it made an abiding impression on her mind. "That beautiful hymn on
Gethsemane," she would say, "has endeared the place to me. I loved
the spot before, but I love it better now."
Holding in her hand a small bunch of grapes a friend had given her,
she observed: "Beautiful Jesus compared Himself to a vine, did He
not?" Like the Apostle Paul, her thoughts were ever recurring to
Jesus. Seeing her very low one day, I asked if her heart was still resting
on Jesus. " Yes," she replied, "on Jesus. He only is the Rock. There
are no quicksands about that Rock, are there?" After reading to her
two or three hymns, I observed, "Half an hour in the presence of our
God would make us forget a lifetime of agony.";' To which she replied,
"Oh yes! yes! Come, come, Lord! blessed Redeemer, come! Pour
more grace into this heart. Put Thy hand under my head. Blessed
Jesus! Do, Lord. I am so unworthy-so unfit to ask. Glory be to
the Lamb that sits on the right hand of God. . . . .. Oh, Gethsemane! Gethsemane! All for me-all for me! All for a wretch
-such a wretch! Bless the Lord! " This language was overpowering;
I could not refrain from tears. "What's to do, Mr. M--? I am
only going a little bit sooner to the glorious land. Yes, 'tis a glorious
land.
". vVhat is life P 'tis but a vapour,
Soon it vanishes· away;
Life is like a dying taper,
Haste, my soul, why wish to stay P,
I do not suffer much bodily pain. Jesus suffered more in Gethsemane in
one hour than I could do in a whole life. Lord, take all worldly thoughts
-all worldly cares away." And, after a pause, she added, "He answers
prayer; He seems to come."
In one of my visits I was accompanied by two of my brethren, one of
whom conversed and prayed with her. The following day she observed,
"How strange it seems that I should have three of God's elect people
with me at once. A few weeks ago I \l""ould have run away from you,
if I had known you had been coming; I think I should. Bring them again
before I get too low, a.nd we will have a sweet conversation about the
Saviour."
,
(To be cont1·mted.)

THE MYSTERY-DEATH IN LIFE AND LITE Th" DE.ATH.
" As dying, and behold we li·re."

THE day we live in is one in which the Word of God is disputed, and the
nature and power of Divine grace in the soul, called in question, by multitudes of our fellow-men. On the other hand, there are those (whose
name, alas! is legion) who are laying an undue stress upon the mere
forms or externals of religion, whilst, at the same time, they are ignorant
of the vital power thereof. The apostle .describes them as "having a
name to live, while they are dead." Such were the Pharisees in our
Lord's day, of whom He said, "This people draweth nigh unto me with
their mouth, and honoureth me witp. their lips, but their heart is far from
.. MCCheyne's Letters.
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me;" whilst elsewhere Jesus testified, "God is a Spirit, and they that
worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth."
Again, there are happy exceptions; for, notwithstanding the indifference
of some, and the hypocrisy of others, there arethose who are savingly
taught of God. These are they whom the Holy Ghost hath graciously
convinced of sin, and led into a deep heartfelt sense of their lost state and
condition by nature, causing them to exclaim with the terror-stricken
jailor at Philippi, "What must I do to be saved?" or, with the poor
publican in the temple, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner." In due time
such are led by the self-same divine and gracious Teacher to " see
Jesus." In-Him they behold their Surety, Daysman, and Redeemer.
They are brought to exult in the fact that, "when they were without
strength," or goodness, or worthiness, "in due time Ohrist died for the
ungodly; " that, "after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour
toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done,
but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration,
and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which He shed on us abundantly
through Jesus Ohrist our Saviour; that being justified by His grace, we
should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life." They are
brought by the Holy Ghost to see both the mystery and the mercy of
redemption by the blood of Jesus, that" Ohrist is the end [or object] of
the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth ;" that "when they
have nllthing to pay, He frankly forgives them" all; "that by grace
[God's free, unmerited favour] they are saved through faith, and that not
of themselves; it is the gift of God; not of works, lest any man should
boast."
Now these, guided by God through all the labyrinths and perplexities
of this poor sinful world, and supported amid all its trials and its dangers
and besetments, are at length brought in peace and safety to His
heavenly kingdom, according to that gracious declaration, "The Lord
will give grace and glory; and no good thing will He withhold from them
that walk uprightly." In this admission to eternal glory is, of necessity,
involved the conquest of sin and Satan, and a triumphing over death and
the grave, according to those sweet Scriptures, "Sin, shall not have
dominion over you, for ye are not under the law, but under grace;"
"The God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly;" "0
death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory? The sting of
death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Ohrist."
Now such was the happy portion of her whose dying words we are
about to quote. She died-or, rather, fell asleep-on the 7th of November last, at the age of twenty-one years. It was our privilege to have
some slight personal knowledge of her. It was in the school where she
loved to labour, and to which reference is made in one of her dying
observations, we first heard of her happy-yea, triumphant-departure.
Her sleeping dust now lies in the picturesque graveyard where reposes,
in sweetest peacefulness, not only the precious remains of one very near
and very dear to ourselves, but likewise several whose triumph over death
and the grave it was our happiness to witness, and whose mortal parts we
afterwards committed to the silent grave,
.
" Where they shall slumber in the ground,
'Till the archangel's trump shall sound;
Then burst their bonds with sweet surprise,
And in their Saviour's image rise."

!lO4 .
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The annexed wer.e the dying words of the dear young friend to whom
we have alluded, which will be considered the more remarkable when her
natural reserve and retiring disposition are taken into account.

To

A. YOUNG FRIEND:

" Would you like to change places with me now? It is sweet to die."
"Tell . . . . . . that God has given me perfect peace.
, I 'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all ;
But Jesus Christ is my all in alL'"

" I have not a rag to rest on, and I don't want it."
It being suggested to write down her words, she said, "Do not write it
down, it is not worth while." It was l'emarked that it might be a dying
testimony to glorify Jesus. "Oh, I wish I had glorified Him more all my life."
She added, "There is a memorandum book and a pencil in the drawer, "ll"ith
very little written in it."
" I am resting on the finished work of Christ; it is only through the blood
of the Lamb, and that is what my faith rests on."
"Jesus will not let me go." It was remarked, "No, dear, Jesus will never
let you go." "Oh no! I have no fear; I do not think Jesus will let me
have any."
"IGod is so good; He has taken away the pain in my ehest, and given me
back my speech. Oh, I could shout, In the valley of death I will triumphing cry,
If this be called dying, 'tis pleasant to die.' "

" Speak to those darling Bright.Bow ehildren (especially the elder classes;
some of them, I believe, are personally attached to me); speak to them of
nothing but Jesus; I have taught them in parables, and not of Jesus only, as
one would wish when one comes to die."
" For ever with the Lord,
Amen! so let it be :
Life from the dead is in that word,
'Tis immortality."

"I feel a little better. Oh, I am sure I would not wish to come back
again !"
"You must not think of me as lost, only as gone before."
On it being remarked, "We shall miss you," she said, "I should not like
not to be missed; I should like a little space left in the hearts of those who
love me."
Her papa said, " It was a great struggle at first to gi,e you up." "So it
was a struggle to me, it was so unexpected; God will comfort you, papa."
"Dear, dear
dear papa, I hope you will remember
for
all her kinclness to me in my last illness."
" My love to . . . . . . and . . . . . . also. My clying love to . . . . . . and
. . . . . . also. Tell them to follow on to know the Lord. I am glad I saw
him the last day he was here-h~s precious faee I"
It was observed, "You may have been spared many future troubles and
sorrows." " I must not think of that; speak only of Olw·ist."
" Give my love to preeious . . . . . . tell her to look ofi' self to Jesus, and
then she will be so happy." She asked what time it was, and was told it was
night, but not night to her. "No, it is everlasting day!"
"I hope dear little
will grow up to be a eomfort to you, papa."
(She was asked if she would like the servants to be ealled. Her reply was,
if they pleased. Upon then- coming into the room, she addressed each of
them separately.]
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ONE OF THE SERVANTS:

"Oh, come with a happy face . . . . . you need not be afraid of death.
I am near home. The last few miles of the Christian's journey is an uphill
way, but then it is home and rest before you. You often feel very tired going
up hill, you often feel tired on this hill, carrying baby, but you know you are
near home, and then you can put her down. Come to Jesus while you are
well; it ","ould be difficult to come on a sick-bed
it is open to all.
(The other servants having come in) I want you to love Him. Oh, I hope I
shall miss none of you in heaven. (I shall miss none of my own family
there. Do not leave it to a death·bed; what should I do now with all this
suffering and pain? In a death-bed conversion you cannot prove the reality
of it, or serve Jesus; they are unsatisfactory in most cases, are they not,
papa? " " Yes, dear, very." " They e£re Ve'I'Y unsatisfactor1.J."
To
.
"You are cold. . . . .. Your hands are cold. Perhaps I shall not
go before the morning, but I am passing away-':"'I am going to see Him whom
my soul loveth. He has given me the spotless robe of righteousness. I am
going to see Him whom my soulloveth. Can anything be sweeter. We like
to speak to those we love, when in trouble; but Jesus is the One best to go
to. You remember the wedding garment . . . . .. It was s-iven away in
those countries, so they could not say that they could not buy It-they were
too poor-that is Jesus' righteousness. What would you do in heaven without
it? You would not be happy there with your sins; there is not a shred of
your own goodness in it. Bless you . . . . . . make you His."
To
.
" I have spoken to you a little before; then my mouth was bad, and I could
not speak to . . . . . . and . . . . .. I must see your bright face in heaven.
Oh, it is so bright there! You may have many enjoyments in earth, but
'Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added to you.' Seek Himjkst-seek Him now."
" You know that poor man, Mr. . . . . .. (I do not know how it is with
him now), He little thought when he was driving down this hill that he
would be half killed before he got to the bottom. We do not know what an
hour may bring forth. Jesus may come to take His people home." She spoke
of salvation: '" Let him that is athirst come.' "
It was remarked, "He will be with you in the dark valley." "I don't feel it
dark. You remember some old writer says that some man returned and
opened his eyes to say he had been through the valley, and it was light all
through."
" My love to
~ was very fond of his book. 'Glory, glory dwelleth
in Immanuel's hand.' "
Some days before she said, "What will it be when this corruptible shall put
on incorruption, and this mortal shall put on immortality?"
While in conversation with a friend she exclaimed, " Oh, I have been so
wicked! but you must not think, because I say that, I have not perfect peace;
it makes me only cling to Jesus the more."
It is worthy of remark, with reference to the total absence of fear, that some
weeks previously, when a friend asked her how she felt with regard to the
prospect before her, she said, "I have no doubt as to the issue, but I do shrink
from death." A few days later she said to another friend, "The promise is,
'As thy days, so shall thy strength be.' I must not expect dying grace
to.day."-F1·om " OZel Jonc£than."
OH, the blessings of the Oross!
They are innumerable. Grace,
peace, adoption, perseverance, eternal life and gloq, all flow from
thence.

\.
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LINES ON THE DEATH OF LADY LUCY SMITH.
I SAW the anxious faces crowd around
The closed gate, with mingled hope and fear :
Within, a faithful soul prepared to take
Its last farewell of earth; no passing cloud
Dimm'd the bright view that filled the eye of faith;
She waits with joy to see the face of Christ.
How glorious is the hom when Jesus calls
The righteous to Himself! What earthly tongue
Can speak the rapture of the blessed soul
For ever freed from sin and care and pain ?
That springs to meet its Saviour King on high,
To see Him face to face-no distant view,
Darkly and dim, but close as loving friends;
To change the weary years of sin and earth
For countless ages of unclouded bliss.
•
o bright and glorious change! 0 bliss unbought
By all the good of all the noblest lives!
o glorious gift for all who love the Lord:
Who, borne by Him through all the storms of life
For ever dwell with Him in blissful rest!

\

That kindly soul, all loving and beloved;
Has heard the joyful welcome of her Lord,
And the glad music of the souls redeemed,
The everlasting song pours forth its strains
Upon her raptmed ear, while son-owing friends
'Weep o'er the frame of clay that bound her here.
Without the gate the faces, pale before,
Grow paler when they know that she is dead;
The tear, unbidden, starts to many an eye,
And the sad news speeds on till all around
Is general sorrow-not the formal grief
With which a nation mOU1llS a hero dead,
But sorrow such as makes the strong man weep,
And every bosom feels an aching void.
That gentle heart, that here was Christ's abcde,
Burned with a holy loye for all its kind :
And loye to God is ever plainest shown
By love to all around. Were any sick,
She who has left us, with a tender care
Was there to cherish, TIsiting her Lord
In caring for the meanest soul that's His.
And was there one deep sunk in crime"'d lost
To all the ties that make the flowers of life,
With ready sympathy that loving heart
Was there, to point to J ems; and that spirit,
That Christ has sent to comfort those He loves,
Directed oft her words to win for Him
A sin-stained soul-for which He died-to add
Another j~wel to her heavenly crown.
Oh, what a glorious lot is thine! to live
With Christ in that blest home prepared for thee.
We still must wait and watch; but, oh! how oft
Our eyes are tU11led from watching, and our ears
Are closed against the coming of His feet,
Who yet shall come. Oms is no steady gaze
Fixed on the far horizon's verge; the leaves
Borne on the breast of every passing breeze,
Attract our wandering eyes; we idly chase
Each painted fly that flits across our view;
And yet He shall come. Oh, for loftier faith
To look in hope above the things of earth,
And watch incessant for .our ooming Lord:

\V.H.F.
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THE PRIEST'S PRAYER BOOK.
THE Rev. J. R. Starey, M.A., on Sunday evening, November 5th, 1865,
having directed the attention of his congregation, in Pe=ington Church,
to the tenets of the Church of Rome, as gathered from their own documents, proceeded to prove that the Tractarians or Puseyites of the present
day hold most of the leading doctrines of the Romish 'Church, by qUOt'illg
from a book entitled, "THE PRIEST'S PRAYER BOOK," edited by two
clergymen, published in 1864, the first edition of which was exhausted
within a month from the day of publication.
This book is designed, according to the preface, "to assist the clergy in
those occasional parochial ministrations for which the Book of Common
Prayer does not make provision." The following quotations were made:NOTES ON CONFESSION. Thirty-one directions. Page 153, 155.-" The
priest, when hearing confessions, should be vested in cassock, surplice, and
violet or black stole."
.
FOR THE REPOSE A.1-"D BLESSEDNESS OF THE DEPARTED. Five prayers.
Page 123.-" Absolve, 0 Lord, we beseech Thee, the soul of Thy servant," &c.
.
TRANSUllSTANTIATION.-" We cannot tell how the bread and wine become
the body and blood of Christ, except that it is by the power of the
Holy Ghost, exerted in the act of consecration through the priests of the
Church, to whom Christ gave authority."-Page 171.
This is the doctrine of the real presence.
BAPTISli.-" The effects of baptism are-I. The remission of all sin,
original and personal, provided that no bar to a right reception is interposed. 2, Regeneration, or new birth, from a state of nature in the family
of Adam, to a state of grace in the body of Christ."-Page 169.
QUESTIONS BEARING DIRECTLY ON THE CLERICAL LIFE. Page 5:" Have I omitted saying my daily office? Matins? Evensong?"
"Have I broken my fast before celebrating, without positive necessity?"
" Have I joined in the public worship of schismatics, or co-operated
in the working of religious societies directed by them?"
"Have I ever disclosed or hinted at what was told me in confession?"
THE ROMISH PRIEST AND THE SERVANT GIRL.
A RAILWAY NARRATIVE.
To the Editor of the Record.
SIR,-In the interests of servants and their employers, as well as of
all those to whom the cause of our common Protestantism should be
dear, may I ask the favour of a place in your columns for the following
narrative of facts, communicated to me by an aged lady of my acquaintance, high in Christian character and position, and verified by her
informant, a most respectable young woman, when questioned by myself
on the subject? I believe the narrative to be authentic, and, 'as such,
a timely warning to careless Protestants to acquaint themselves, by
reading and otherwise, with the various methods by which an unscrupulous priesthood, comparatively unheeded, is prosecuting its pernicious
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objects in our midst, that they may be the better able to resist it. The
incident, I may observe, has already served to quicken the dormant
Protestantism of my aged friend.-I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Protestant Electoral Union.
H. J. BRooKMAN.
" On the 19th September," says the lady, "I sent my servant, aged
seventeen, by train from Brighton to Kensington, to prepare the house for
my return. She was alone in a second-class carriage, into which stepped
a priest and four nuns, or ' Sisters of Mercy.' As soon as the train started,
the priest asked my servant where she was going, and of what religion she
was. She repli.ed that she was going to London, and that she was a Protestant. He asked her to consent to become a nun, but she refused. He
described the nunnery as a most delightful place, and said that if she "l\as
once there she would never wish to come out again; that she "Would not
have to work for her living any longer, but would be a lady C! !) and would
have a suit of clothes given to her. He also said that he would teach her
seven languages, and then added, 'If I give you a sovereign, will you
come?" She replied, 'No, I will not.' Mterwards he tried to induce her
by showing her six sovereigns, which he promised to give her if she "l\ould
go with him. When she refused them also, he said, 'If I give you twelve
sovereigns will you come?' She answered decidedly, ' No, not for t"l\enty.'
During the rest ofthe journey he frequently renewed his solicitations, and
said if she would only accompany him to the convent, and just look in at
the door, she would not be obliged to entBr if she did not like the appearance of the place. He further offered her a silver cross, "l\mch she also
refused, as well as one of the rings off his finger. He then threw some
liquid out of a green bottle over her, and signed her forehead with the
sign of the cross, pronouncing words she did not understand; after which
he said, 'Whether you will or not, you are now a Catholic, and yom soul
,vill be lost if you renounce that religion.' She was much frightened, and
felt quite faint, and she put her head out of the window to recover herself.
One of the nuns remarked that she looked pale, and that it was in consequence of her religion. They spoke occasionally to the priest, but she
could not understand them. The" priest spoke to my servant in some
foreign language, and then remarked that the ignorance of Protestants
was very great, 'because,' said he, fixing his eyes on her, 'you do not
know what I am saying, though I am speaking to you.' He took from
his pocket a box containing a wafer, a piece of which he offered to her,
telling her that it was the body of Jesus. This she refused. He then
asked her where she lived. She replied, 'That is my business, sir, not
yours.' 'Because,' he added, 'I could then come and pray with you' C: !)
" When the train reached Kensington he took her hand, and, holding
it tightly, again asked her..to go with him to the nunnery, telling her that
she need not go in if she would only look inside, and that there was a
carriage waiting to take him there. When she again replied that she
would not go, he said, 'I never saw such a strong-minded girl as you
are;' adding, 'It is extraordinary that we cannot get young girls to go
with us to such beautiful homes, into which, if they once went, they would
only wish they had gone there before.'
" As soon as the carriage door was open, the poor girl got out as quickly
as possible, feeling thankful that she had no luggage to look after, so that
she was enabled to evade the prying cmiosity of the priest."
[The above narrative speaks for itself. What are we coming to in our
once Protestant England ?-ED. G. M.]
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THE PROTESTANT ALLIANCE AND POPERY.
IN connexion with the recent general election the Protestant Alliance published a statement showing the great increase of Popery in the United Kingdom
of late years, and called on the electors to select candidates who would pledge
themselves to resist its advance and establishment. The following statistical
facts, compiled from Roman Catholic sources, demand serious consideration, and
prove their case : 1820.
R0mish priests in England and Sootland 447
449
Cbapels, &c. .. .. . . .. . . .•.. .. . . . . . . ..
Monasteries
Convent.s
Colleges .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . •
2

18£1.
1388
1019
50
162
12

1864.
1445
1098
56
]86
12

Increase since.
18,29.
998
649
56
]86
10

The Report of the Committee of Council on Education for 1862-3 shows that
the grants to Roman Catholic schools in Great Britain amounted to £32,108 in
one year, and the money paid in Great Britain Dnly fDr Romish schools from
1839 to December', 1863, amounts to the large sum of £279,012.
Official returns, published by authorit y of Parliament, show a progressive
increase bDth in the numbers and pay of Romish Army Chaplains : Romish pri8sts as Chaplains ••.•.•.•.••.
Payment. to Romish Milital'y chaplains ..

1853.
85
£2,702

1864.
160
£10,262

Increase.
75
£7,560

Parliament grants annually £1,121 to Romish chaplains at convict establishments in Gibraltar, Tasmania, and Western Australia, and the sum of £550 for
Romish priests to convict prisons in England.
In most of our colonies, as Gibraltar, Mauritius, Malta, Australia, and in
India, large annual payments are made by the Government for Romish objects.
The following summary of payments for 1863-4 is taken from official documents:Army Romish chaplains •••....•.•..........••...•.••..••.••.••.••
Grants for Romish schools in Great Britain .........•••••..•.......
Romish Reformatory sohools in Great Britain •........•.....• . .•.•
Maynooth Grant ......••..•....••.•••.••.•.... • ...•••...•••....
National schools in Ireland (proportion of the grant to schools chiefly
under tbe control of Romisb priests) •••.....••••••••.•....•..•.
Romish chaplains in Irish prisons and workhouses ••................
Colonies and India, believed to be more than ..•.. . . . . . . • . . . . •. .,.
Romish Reformatory schools in Ireland
.....•.........•...•...•.•
Total annual payment by the British Government

£10,262
32,108
14,127
26,000
244,000
10,000
40,000
8,965

• • • • • • • • • • •• £385,462

The British Government has, since the passing of the Maynooth Endowment
Act in 1845, paid upwards of half a million sterling for the support and training
of Romish priests at Maynooth 'College alone.
THE PROTESTANT ALLIANCE AND ROMISH LOTTERIES.
IN June last, Mr. Newdegate asked the Attorney·General a question on the
sy~tem of Romish lotteries, and we are pleased to find that the Protestant
Alliance has continued to call the attention of the Government to the subject,
and with the most beneficial results. A Popish lottery at Mayfield, Sussex, was
planned on a large scale, and most extensively advertised; but the Home
Secretary having been informed of it by the Protestant Alliance, "pointed out
to the promoters of the scheme its illegality, and has received an assurance that
the drawing would not take place."
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES.
EVERY thinking reader must be impressed with the solemn aspect of the
times in which we live. The year has opened with a special voice to every
true spiritual person to be on his watch-tower, for assuredly the Lord is
speaking by His providence, as well as by His word, in a most powerful
and 'impressive manner. At the time we write, we have only reached the
middle of January; and it has been ushered in with TE:UPEST and STORM,
such as scarcely has had a precedent for many years. For weeks there
has been an almost constant succession of gales, during which the destruction of shipping and the loss of human life has been excessive. Floods
have interrupted our railway transit, and snow and storm stopped our
telegraphic communication.

.

';',

The CATTLE PLAGUE-that singular and unaccountable visitation-has
by no means diminished, but, on the contrary, is making rapid and
destructive progress. 80,000 head of cattle are reported to have been
smitten, whilst but one-tenth have yielded successfully to medicinal treatment. Should this cattle disease continue to increase, and should it
spread itself in the same ratio as it has done of late, the consequences are
scarcely possible to conceive.
This FENI.ANISM, too, that has, for months past, not only been showing
itself in America and Ireland, but likewise in various parts of England,
is, we have no doubt; a wide-spread Popish conspiracy. Jesuits are working in the most insidious and crafty way, through the length and breadth
of our land. They are mixed up with every branch of society. Strange
is the infatuation that has come over thousands upon thousands of our
nominal Protestants. Our Government has not merely connived at
Popery, but furthered it in every possible way. Nay, we may be said to
be under Popish control at this moment. The balance of power is on
the side of Romanism; for, such is the audacity of Rome's hirelings in
the British senate, that the Irish brigade turns the scale at pleasure.
Hence, place-hunters and place-holders concede to Rome's demands, sacrificing our great Protestant principles, and yielding to that accursed thing
for which our forefathers bled. Strange infatuation, we repeat. All this
is persisted in whilst Rome's decay and downfall in her own seat of po"er
and through continental lands is not only patent to all, but "hen her
disaffected subjeds are, by this crafty FENIANISM, seeking to undermine
the very foundation of our Church and nation.
Moreover, how lamentable are the efforts now making to change the
entire character of our English Sabbath. Efforts are still persevered in to
open the Crystal Palace on the Lord's-day; and, by a recent arrangement,
what are called popular lectures, on a variety of secular subjects, are given
to the working classes, by leading men, in the very centre of the metropolis. Will not the Lord visit us for these things? Assuredly. One "ould
suppose that men had forgotten the history of their own country; and
that whilst multitudes of our men and brethren sealed their testimonv for
God and truth with their own blood, that blood afresh cries to God for
retribution when their descendants of our own day and generation are
seeking to foster and re-establish a system, in the condemnation and
rejection of which they were content to forfeit their own lives.
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Slavery, Captivity; Adoption, and Redempti01i, IHblically, Orientally, and
Personally Considered. By JOHN GADSBY. London: Alfred Gadsby,
George Yard, Bouverie Street.-Few, if any, can read Mr. GADSBY'S
writings without feeling they are a narrative of facts; but he might
materially add to the interest of his books by a little more care in their
production. Incidents too thickly grouped lose weight I and, in these
days of so much miscellaneous reading, few are prepared to wade
through a book like the present, of nearly 200 pages, without a descriptive head or distinctive chapter. In his second edition (which no
doubt his book will reach) we should strongly advise Mr. Gadsby to
break up his volume into chapters, and give what the book sadly
wants-'-a copious index. What book cap. more need an index thaIj. a
book of illustrations?
Heart Cheer for Home Sorrow. Edited by the Rev. OHARLES BULLOCK.
London: W. Macintosh, 24, Paternoster Row.-A choice compilation,
beautifully got up.
The Homes of Scripture. First Series. By the Rev. J. B. OWEN, M.A., '
Incumbent of St. Jude's, Ohelsea. London: W. Macintosh, 24;
Paternoster Row.-A happy thought well carried out.
Our Own Fi1'eside. Edited by the Rev. OHARLES BULLOCK. London:
W. Macintosh.-Full of thought, as usual.
Christt'an Work. January, 1866. Published at "Good ",Vords" office,
56, Ludgate Hill.-E'raught with its usual amount of interest.
Sorrow not withmtt Hope. Letters by the late Rev. H. GREY. ~ondon :
William Macintosh.-The fact that the writer of these letters is nQ
more, necessarily adds much weight to them.
The Sunday Magazine. Edited by THOMAS GUTHRIE, D.D. Str~an and
00., 56, Ludgate Hill.-The present number contains articles of special
interest and importance.
The Watchmen of Ephraim. Edited by JOHN WILSON, author of "Our
Israelitish Origin," &c.-This is a new magazine, and is, as its name
implies, devoted to the interests of God's ancient people. It is
avowedly "a Record of the Land of Israel, and of the preparation of
our people for the Lord."
The Dnfoldings of Grace. By O. A. H. London: William Yapp, 70,
Welbeck Street. - "The unfoldings of grace," as developed in the
glorious names of Jehovah-Jireh, Jehovah-Nissi, &c.
The Pilgrim's Progress, in very large type, and with coloured illustrations.
The Book Society.-What would the dear old Bedford tinker say if he
saw, in one printing establishment alone, two printing machines going
night and day with his inimitable allegory, published in its complete
form for a penny; and a larger and illustrated edition in course of
publication by the same Society at the same time?
The Church of England Temperance j1:[aga%ine. London: Seeley, J ackson,
and Halliday, 54, Fleet Street.-The Scattered Nation: Past, Present, and
Future. Edited by O. SCHWARTZ, D.D.. Part 1. London: Morgan and
Chase.-Two publications which we commend to the reader's own
reflection.
The Atonement. A Tract by the Rev. JAMES KELLY, M.A. London: J.
Nisbet and Co.-An able defence of an indispensable doctrine.
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The End of All Things; or, The Coming and Kingdom of Christ. By the
Author of" God is Love," "Our Heavenly Home," &c., &c. Second
Thousand. London: Darton and Co.
WE intimated in our last number that the late date at which Mr. GRANT'S
book was pubiished of necessity prevented our being able to do more than
glance at it. We have since, however, read the work throughout. It is
written in a spirit and with a fairness which cannot but commend it to
every unprejudiced reader. We do not remember to have met with a
single harsh or unkind expression throughout the "ork; but argument
after argument is brought forward in a clear, simple, matter-of-fact way.
The subject has been well weighed, opinions for and against what is termed
the personal reign considered, and a conclusion arrived at, as far as the
author's judgment goes. According to our own view of the matter, "e
Qelieve Mr. GRANT has the Word of God on his side. He has clearly shO\\ll
that the looking for the second advent of Christ is by no means confined, to
those who are termed Millennarians. There is not, we believe, a child of
God who is not looking for the fulfilment of his Lord's most gracious
promise and engagement: "And I, if I go away, will come again, and
receive you to myself; that where I am, there ye may be also." There is
not, in our opinion, a single Spirit-quickened soul "ho is not, at least "ith
some degree of hope and expectation, in the attitude of those spoken of by
the Apostle: "And unto them that look for Hinl shall He appear the
second time without sin unto salvation;" or, as it is again expressed,
" Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave Himself for us, that He
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works" (Titus ii. 13, 14). Such persons will gi,e
place to none in their personal sympathy with that precious statement,
"Our conversation is in heaven; from wllence also n'e look for the
S{{//)iour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change our vile body, that it
may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to the working
whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Hinlself" (Phil. iii.
20, 21). Wherein such differ from the Millennarian (so-called) is as to the
time and the precise object of the Redeemer's return. Now these are
the subjects which Mr. GRA1~T takes up, and has dealt with in a fair and
masterly way. What we ask for is a careful, deliberate perusal of his
work. We believe it to: be conclusive-unanswerable; others may not
think so. Still the tone of the whole volume is such as to entitle it to that
serious and reflective reading which so vast and inlportant a subject,
especially in these solemn and eventful days, demands. We \\ill only add,
that though little more than two months have elapsed since the work "as
published, our prediction, that it would "cause a tremendous co=otion
among the Millennarians," has been abundantly ful:fi1led, and that in
consequence the large edition of 1,000 copies is already exhausted.
Another edition, with additions, consisting also of 1,000 copies, it is
announced, will appear contemporaneously with the publication of the
present number of the Gospel Magazine.
Philips' Scripture Atlas; Twelve Maps Coloured. ByW. HUGHEs, F.R.C.S.
London: George Philip and Son, 32, Fleet Street.-One of the cheapest
, and most useful sixpennyworths we ever saw.
Alrnsgiving: a Duty and Privilege. By the Rev. A. POLTER. London:
W. Mackintosh, 24, Paternoster Row.-Alrnsgiving! Thought little
of as a duty, and far, far less as a privilege!
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