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COUNSEL, AND COMFORT.

"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God:'-2 COR. i. 4.

.....

HOPES AND HELPS.
" T1Th!! al't thou cast down, 0 my soul? and why art thou disquieted in
me? hope thou in God,' fol' I shall yet praise Him for the help of His
COllJ1teJ1ance."-PsAL~r xlii. 5.
BELOVED READERs,-After the many years it has been at once
our mercy and our privilege to address you, we feel we are in
communication with, as it were, the members of a large and loved
family. With you, as that family, we from time to time seek kindly
and familiar intercourse. Travelling by the same route, encountering
the same difficulties, exposed to the same dangers, conflicting with
the same enemies, cheered by the same promises, sustained by the
same power, animated by the same hopes, and looking forward to the
same home, we are prompted month by month to seek communion by
the way. We thus endeavour, by the interchange of thought and
feeling, to strengthen each others' hands, and cheer each others'
hearts. Your letters to us, fTom time to time, aTe most TefTeshing;
and we have Teason to know, that what the LOTd is pleased to lay
upon our heaTt, is not lost upon you. To Him be all the glory!
We find, however, that in propoTtion as we are to be of any seTvice
to the Lord's Spirit-quickened ones, we aTe to go down into the
depths, and fetch up from those depths words of comfort and encouragement for the faint, and weary, and heavy-laden.
You shall have an example, beloved, of what we mean; and, for
the reasons aforementioned, we will deal with you freely and familiarly.
,Ye address you as brethren and sisters in our one common Lord-in
the name and grace of our elder Brother. In thus comparing notes
and contrasting experiences, we may, by the power of the Spirit, become helpers of each other on our way onward and homeward.
F
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It is now the 15th of the month, and for days we have been waiting
upon the Lord for a Scripture on which to ground our usual monthly
address to you. The one named is the only one upon which the mind
'has rested. We have sought for others, but without avail. We have
prayed for another, but to no purpose. It has appeared to us, that if
we decided upon this passage as our motto for the month, we must of
necessity dwell upon the low key; and this we have been anxious to
avoid-although, to be very candid with you, such has 'been our
mental depression of late, that no Scripture has been so congenial, or
certainly not more so, than the one above. It has been, for some time
past, a time of" strong crying and tears," with us; and, as we intimated last month, because of the intense solicitude as to the present
state and the immortal value of the souls of some very near and dear
to us. Oh, dear readers, may God the Holy Ghost give you a spirit of
hJly wrestling and importunity on their behalf! May the Lord pour
out upon you a spirit of ardent pleading and holy entreaty on their
account. You know what is promised," If two of you shall agree on earth
as touching anything that they shall ask, it shell be done for them ;"
and you know, moreover, it is said, that" the prayer of a righteous
man availeth much." ,Ve cannot undervalue, much less despise, the
prayers and importunities of God's dear people.'" When we can
think there is some blessed old pilgrim-a father in Christ, or a mother
in Israel-it may be in some lowly room, or possibly in some cellar or
garret, praying for the poor Editor, how it cheers our heart! We
know what access such have to the Lord. VVe know how unable He
is to resist or refuse them. We know that, if there is one character
upon earth sooner heard, or more promptly answered, it is these, that
are content with so little for themselles-the mere CruEt of bread and
the cup of cold water, it may be; but who, in theu: retll'ement and
obscurity, feel so deeply for, and wrestle so ardently on behalf of
those who, in these awful days, are called to stand in the forefront of
the battle. Men who (if they were allowed to follow the bent of theu'
own inclinations, and the tenor of their own natural minds) would,
as it were, creep into a nutshell, and hide themselves from the gaze
and observation of their fellow-men. Yet these are the charaders
whom, in spite of themselves, God has chosen to speak by, and (blessed
be His name!) to stand by; and well is it for them that it is so, for,

-

* Returning from our prayer-meeting, two or three Saturday evenings since, a working
man came up to us, and said, "You prayed, sir, to-night for the tried and tempted. I am
a tried and tempted one; still I can't help thinking Jesus has something to do with me, or
I should not feel as I do. I fear sometimes that I shall never be able to hold on. Do
you remember, sir, when preaching a few Thursday evenings back, stating that you h~d
no intention of taking that text when you came to the church, but you belieYed, from the
power you felt, that it was for some poor tried and tempted soul present? "ell, sir, when
I returned from my work that night, I went down upon my knees, and begged the Lord
to give you a word for me; and you no sooner announced your text, than it came right
home to my heart, and the tears poured down my cheeks." Ah, reader, these are the
hearers we love! these J acob-wrestlers and holy pleaders! And we do lo,e at our Saturday-night prayer-meetings, to hear some of the Lord's dear troubled ones pour out their
hearts before Him. Oh, it is such a blessed preparation for the Sabbath and its services!
How many a cheering word we thus get!
\
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without this, speedily they must sink, and realize all that is involved
in an expression, one we well know has often uttered agonizingly before
the Lord, "One half-ounce more trouble, Lord, without additional
strength and grace to bear up under it, and I shall sink for ever." But
oh (blessed and praised be His dear and adorable name I), He has
never laid on that additional half-ounce; no, not so much as a
feather's weight. He (as the Refiner) well knew exactly how much
fuel to put on, and what amount of heat to subject the precious metal
of His grace in the heart unto. He has ever taken good heed that
not one grain of what was of any worth should be lost-not the veriest
iota of grace sacrificed. Oh, no; infinite has been His wisdom, as
well as boundless His love, omnipotent His mercy, and marvellous
His kindness and condescension. Oh! the painstaking and tender
mercy of the Lord in days gone by. Truly it is wonderful and heartcheering when the Holy Ghost comes in as the RemembranceI'. In
this dear office~character He does at times so blessedly manifest His
pity and love and goodness. He then helps us to forget the present
in the past, and to be calm and hopeful in the contemplation of the
future, because of what He has done in days of old.
And now, dearly beloved, feeling as we do that our days are
shortening, convinced as we are that our sojourn in this vale of tears
is but for a little season longel', and feeling, moreover, as we do, that
the times in which we live are so awful, as to lead men to sneer and
scoff at Jehovah's handiwork, we are the more anxious, during our
little day and generation, to speak for our God. We would testify of
what we have personally and experimentally" tasted, and handled,
and felt, of the good word of life." Let mere professors despise and
profanely deny God's kind and loving and condescending interest in
poor sinful creatures as they may, still (His grace enabling us) we
will, nevertheless, declare His righteous acts, and show forth His
pra,ise in connexion therewith.
ViT e have already spoken of what depression we have recently
been the subject. It has been deep, deep depression. How deep we
cannot express. Suffer as we did in years gone by constitutionally
from this depression, yet since we have been in the ministry, the Lord,
for the most part, has in gTeat mercy raised us above it. We think
we are correct in saying, that such has been His goodness, and so
mindful has He been of His promises, that "He that watereth, shall
be watered also himself," that we suffered more depression in one
year before ordination, than we have in the twenty since. We speak
this to the honour of our God, and as a cheering fact to those who may
have the ministry of the word laid upon their hearts. Our study and
our pulpit are our most favoured spots upon earth, Our happiest
moments are-spent in them.
But now, in proof of what we have said about the Holy Oomforter's
blessed power, in bringing present comfort by the review or recollection
of past deliverances, permit us, dear reader, to quote a fact or two; and
we feel that, in this Ohrist-despising and Bible-disputing day, WfG must
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seek as much as possible to deal with facts. There is no denying or
gainsaying them. Theories men may question, doctrines they may
dispute, plain incontrovertible facts, never!
vVell, just as we sat down to this paper, we had returned from seeing
our dear son of Carlisle off by the train. He preached in our Churchwith simply his Bible in hand-on Sunday evening, to some 1,200 to
1,400 souls, a most precious sermon from Titus ii.1l-13,"For the grace
of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world; 100kil1g for that blessed
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Sayiour
Jesus Christ." As we sat listening to that sweet Spirit. honouring,
Christ-exalting discourse, we thought, "What hath God wrought?
It is the Lord's doings, and it is marvellous in our eyes." We were
led back in review. ,Ve stood again at the entrance of Hornsey Churchyard, near London, desolate and sad. VIfe were following to their
last resting-place the precious remains of her whom ,ye had early and
ardently loved. There stood by our side, the last and only one left
of four precious children. He, in childlike simplicity, and not
knowing what those solemn scenes meant, looked up llrith an expression of anguish never, never to be forgotten, "Not going to bury me,
Papa?" Oh, what an appeal! It struck to the very core of the
heart. It raised us from the depths: it brought us back again to
earth. We felt if we had but one to care for, still we had tlwt onc,
and mentally we could exclaim,," ,V-hy art thou cast down, 0 my
soul? ,and why a,rt thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I
shall yet praise Him for the help of His countenance." The deskservice over, and that at the grave having been solemnly read, lI'e
were stepping forward to take a last look upon the coffin about to be
hidden from our gaze for ever, when the dear little fellow again
looked up, and again exclaimed, with greatest anguish, " .Not going to
bury me, Papa?" Oh, how timely was the appeal! How good and
how condescending was. our God! How true it is, that "He remembers us in our low esta,te, for His mercy endureth for ever."
But, now mark the change! 'What had God wrought? That
dear boy, now grown to man's estate, and brought by grace diline to
know the God of' his fathers, was occupying the pulpit, and proclainling
to that large and attentive audience, "the unsearchable riches of
Christ." Oh, as we looked up, and read and re-read that glorious
Scripture (facing both the preacher and the reader), "Is there any
thing too hard for the Lord ?"* we thought, " Oh, is not the Lord as
well able to bring the' others-those of my loved ones who remain
ignorant of Him and indifferent about Him-to t11e like knoll'ledge of
Himself and the fulness and preciousness of His salvation?"
Not only so, the loved son in question took part and deli,ered a
powerful address in a deeply-interesting scene last evening, when
the elder son of one of the trustees of our church came of age; and the

*

See Gospel jj[;'.7azine for J aunGry, pave 4.
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occasion was celebrated by the calling together of a goodly number of
our parishioners, as well as the school children. We shall quote
particulars of this scene in our U8xt, as given in the Western Dctily
Prrss of this morning.
To-day, as we stood at the train, taking leave of our dear son, when
he had been listening to our tale of deep, deep solicitude about one
in particular, "Think, dear father," said he, "of what you have to
encourage you. With that c0ngregation, and with those schools, you
need something to keep you down." "And I have it," was the
reply. " Oh, those schools," said he; '~and the attention of those
dear children on Sunday afternoon was most remarkable."
The train started; and may the Lord preserve om dear son, and
take him in safety to his destination, and increasingly bless him in his
sphere of labour. We turned homeward again, and we recollected
that our first article was not written; and, when this is the case, we
feel pressed and ill at ease, if the first week of the month has passed.
The longer the delay, the greater the weight; and the words of
our dear departed brother-in-law come afresh to the mind, "Dear
brother, you will want twelve great troubles a-year to enable you to
write your first articles." He was not far wrong; for, if we are to write
with freedom-from heart to heart-and are (under God) to " speak a
word in season to them that are weary," it must be, as we have before
intimated-a voice from the depths. We know that the Lord often
brings us low, not for om own sake merely, but for the sake also of
those to whom we are privileged to write or to preach. So that two
Scriptures are blessedly illustrated thereby, "As in water face answereth to face, so the heart of man to man;" and again, "Iron
sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend."
Returning to our study, with our first article thus pressing upon
the heart, again the portion to which we have referred was the only
one resting with weight and power. Turning to Psalm xlii. 5, we
find a little note in the margin, " First word on waking, 28/10/ '57.
See John xvi. 24; Exodus xiv. 13."
Referring to our private journal under that date, we find the subjoined: we quote for the reason above-mentioned, that our readers may
mark the facts to which we have before adverted. We do so, moreover,
in order to encomage them to have a more watchful eye upon God's
providence. We would have them also remark how much we may
be mistaken in regard to the Lord's purposedleadings and dealings.
'With respect to the quotation under the first date, the reader will at
once perceive how altogether we were mistaken as to the Lord's mind
respecting us. How very, very different has been our comse to that
we then conceived it would have been! Furthermore, if the reader
turns to what is stated in p. 98 and p. 100 of the present number, he
will at once see how much wider the field and larger the range of
usefulness presented in our present than that in our former position.
Ireland i8 so constituted in its present mode of government, and our
rulers are so pandering to Popery, in every possible way, that we see
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not how the field of labour could have been extended there. Whereas
subsequent facts have proved, that in our present sphere a large
and most important field was prepared of our God, and, in His own
good time, opened to our hand. In regard to it, we have often been
reminded of two things: first, our once remarking to the belo,ed
correspondent M. S. L., at p. 97, that "we should love to see the
first stone of the building laid wherein we were to be permitted to
labour ;" secondly, our writing to our late beloved parishioners, as
follows: "It was thought my connexion with Bonmahon was indissoluble. I leave it now in ignorance of where my future lot is to be
cast. I am thankful, rather than otherwise, that it is so, believing
that my God will provide. I doubt not that He has a sphere oflabour
in waiting for me, though as yet I know not where that field is."
The following are, in part, the remarks referred to in the joumal
before spoken of : , "Septembm' 28, '57.-This morning (D.V.) a memorial will be presented to
the Lord Lieutenant, respecting this living. It is in his gift, and my Rector
has expressed a willingness to exchange it for my smaller parish of K--.
Much-very much-will depend on this decision. My future course will
(humanly Epeaking) depend on His Excellency's Yes or Ko. 0 my God, be
it Thy decision. Let it not be man's, but God's word. "God's thoughts are
not as man's thoughts." Man appoints, but God disappoints. Man proposes,
but God disposes. I know whatever is, is well. I know that the Lord Lieutenant cannot go counter to God's mind. I know that the hearts of all are in
the Lord's hands.-My first' morning word' in meditation to-day was, '0 my
God, my soul is cast down within me,' &c. My first Bible word, upon opening
the precious volume, was, , Hitherto ye hav'e asked nothing in my name,' &c.
After a season of intense wrestling and importunity with the Lord, upon opening my Bible, my eye dropped upon Exodus xiv. 13, 'Fear ye not, staud still,
and see the salvation of the Lord,' &c."

After a season of very special access at the throne, to which the
re'marks in the journal go on to speak, the conclusion to which we
came in reference to the memorial which certain kind friends had got
up on our behalf, was, that it would be entertained and adopted by
His Excellency. In this, however, as subsequent events pro,ed, we
were completely mistaken. Hence the totally-different position in
which our lot is now cast; and, as we have before intimated, the strong
impression that we were to remain in our then sphere, being altogether
incorrect. This proves how greatly we may err, in respect to our
feelings or impressions, and enforces the necessity for our waiting the
Lord's opening hand, and the revelation of His loving will and
purpose.
For the encouragement of our readers-parents especially-and in
acknowledgment of the goodness and mercy of our God, we will quote
a further extract from the journal in question.
"Tuesday eve, Nov. 10, '57.-1 could not close this day without testifyino to
the goodness and mercy of my most gracious and indulgent Lord. Last
Thursday I took my dear boy to Dublin for the purpose of entering him at
Trinity College. As a matter of course, he was anxious about passinO' the
entrance examination, but he told me his mind was considerably reliev~d by
Dr. P-- opening his Greek Testament upon the fourteenth of John, H Let

,
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not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me." His mind
was ra~sed from that moment. Going up in the train, we were joined by my
dear fnend Sandford, who, whilst travelling, opened one of his Latin exercises,
and examined him. The next day the examiner opened upon the very passu.ge,
aJ?-d my dear boy was much assisted by the very hints Mr. Sandford had given
him the day previously. I felt much all day Friday. David was in the Hall
for six-~md-a-halfhours. But I had precious outgoing of heart on his account,
and beheved he would pass. Through mercy, he did pass; and, as I have given
him up to the Lord, and as a fervent desire possesses his heart to labour for
the Lord, I trust that desire may be owned and confirmed of the Lord. I
think that, in the whole course of my life, I never paid money with such satis.
faction as I did the entrance fees for my dear boy. I came home Saturday
night; preached, next day, with peculiar warmth and pleasure to myself, from
John xvii. 2, 3, dwelling particularly upon the glorious fact, that the Lord had
" power over all flesh," the flesh externally of the enemies of His cross and of
His dear children, and the flesh internally with which His loved family have
day by day to contend. Returning home, my dear wife for the first time
informed me that another threatening letter'" had arrived during my absence,
being the sixth within a few months. I think I shall never forget the perfect
calmness with which I stood and preached in the evening, though, from the
exposed position of my pulpit, I felt every moment might be my last. Oh,
how calm-how unmoved-I felt! What peace I enjoyed! What perfect indifference to my enemies! After service, I heard of the diabolical charges br.ought
against me by my deadly enemy, Mr. - - . I could rejoice and bless God
that they were utterly groundless. I was as innocent of those charges as a
new-born babe. I might have represented his conduct to the authorities, but
I wished rather to enjoy the spirit of David with regard to Shimei. Last night
I awoke with what I consider must have heen somewhat of Abraham's horror
of great darkness. I awoke again, and rose at six o'clock. My first Scripture
word, 'His praise shall continually be in my mouth.' I came down to my
study, and opened the dear old Book upon Psalm iii. 7, and oh, how the
words of that Psalm, and of the seventh and tenth Psalms, told into my heart,
The post at length came, and oh, how wonderfully struck I was, by an enclosure of £50 from a dear sister in Christ, whom I never met, but who, on a
previous occasion, sent, as now, altogether unthought of and unsolicited, a
similar sum. 'Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within me bless His
holy name.' I could not help bursting into tears, and sought, as J oseph of
.old, 'where to weep.' The goodness of my God seemed overpowering. I felt
as if His kindness would kill me outright, and I could but say, ' 0 magnify
the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together.' Oh, what a blessed
time it was, more especially as it came after a season of much pain, arising
from misconstruction of my motives, upon the part of some in authority, with
regard to my work here. Surely, if the Lord did not approve, He would not
thus interpose His timely and kind and gracious hand. Oh, how often I find,
if enemies revile, the Lord is most merciful in the display of His fatherly
kindness and compassionate regard, so that my poor thankless heart is lifted
up in adoring wonder, love, and praise."

These extracts, beloved readers, will, we are sure, help to throw
light, by way of contrast, upon the two evenings-Sunday evening
and last eveninO'-and theiJ: engagements, to which, in an earlier part
of this paper, w~ alluded. Do not these quotations justify the remark
we have already made, "What hath God wrought?" This is the
more manifest to our own mind, from the fact of our having so

* The writers declaring they would take my life; and this simply because a National
schoolmaster had left Romanism, and was (altogether of his own choice) attending my
ministry.
.
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recently visited both Bonmahon (the seat of our former labours) and
Carlisle (the scene of our beloved son's present labours). In both
, the otie place and the other, we were compelled to acknowledge and
admire our God's wondrous hand. Here is a large church and large
schools built, and in full operation. l'here-at Carlisle-is a beautiful parsonage built and occupied, and a noble church nearly ready
for consecration.
Although we have as much reason as ever to exclaim, " I am poor
and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon me i" although we were
never more sensibly and entirely dependent upon Him i still"l'le do
feel, that these simple uncoloured facts may well lead us now, elen
as much as ten years ago, to say, "vVhy art thou cast down, 0 my
soul? and why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I
shall yet praise Him for the help of His countenance." Ah, deal'
readers, wehave much-very much-to bring us to the throne. We
have abundant cause to cry and sigh there. },Irany sleepless hours
and anxious days are appointed unto us; yet withal "I'Ie ha,e
abundant reason to "thank God, and take courage." Oh, if He "I'Iould
but convert those of our children who know Him not and lo,e Him
not; if He would but slay their natural enmity, and gi,e them to
see and feel the power of His grace, oh, how would our souls rejoice!
And now, beloved, once more, in conclusion, may we not again
say, Have we not brought forward facts, which may well lead us to
adopt the language of bur text? vVhy not? True it is, that
the future may be dark and forbidding, but can it be more so than
the past ? We are so prone to forget past positions and past fears
and forebodings. In one sense it is well that it is so, lest they
should have an undue weight, and, coupled with present fears and
present faintings, tend utterly to overwhelm. But be it ours, at the
same time, to remember that there can be no position nor any circumstances in which our God can by any possibility be at a loss to help,
sustain, and deliver. It is necessary that our heart and flesh should
sorely fail-it is necessary that tee should see no prospect of deliverance; it is necessary that trouble and perplexity and affiiction should
be such as to produce, under the Spirit's power, this thorough convictim', that none but the Lord can devise a way of escape, and
vouchsafe to us that support and SUCCOlJ.r which He foresees our condition and circumstances will need. Yea, it is precisely in tbis
creature-helpless and hopeless state, faith, under the precious prompting of its Divine Author, comes to our aid; -and, in connexion 'with
the darkest dispensation and gloomiest of appearances, exclaims,
" Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul? and why art thou disquieted
in me? hope thou in God; for I shall yet praise Him for the help of
His countenance."
Dear readers, may we all continue to realize these divine operations
in all their fulness and power, for Christ's sake.
Yours affectionately in Him,
St. Luke's, Bedminster, Jan. 15, 1867.
THE EDITOR.

February 1, 1867.J

65

THE GOSPEL MAG.AZINE.

WAYSIDE NOTES.
THE ATONEMENT.

" The Lord hath prelJared a sacrifice."-ZEPH. i. 7.
IN these days of error, when men are being "carried about by every
wind of doctrine," we cannot too often insist upon the grand fundamentals of our most holy religion. It is therefore that, having in a recent
paper dwelt -upon the Godhead of our dear Redeemer, we now purpose,
by the Spirit's help, meditating upon His atonement; and, in future
notes, if spared, we hope to enlarge upon other important points, as the
Lord the Spirit shall lead.
The atonement of Ohrist-" The Lord hath prepared a sacrifice." Yes,
we must not be content to consider Christ as One who merely came to
teach and set an example, as many would have us believe; but that He
came as the One, and only One, prepared by God the Father to die a
sacrifice for sin. Imagine the wretchedness of the theory that Christ came
as an example of excellence and virtue. It would amount to this: God sent
a gooe1 Man into this world, permitting Him to suffer an ignominious
death as an example worthy of imitation. Would such a movement be
worthy of the great God? Nay, would it be compatible with His
honour and justice? Certainly not. The theory is an insult to the Most
High, and proceeds from the carnal reason of those who are determined
to reject Ohrist, and, being ignorant of God's righteousness, go about to
establish a righteousness of their own.
But before we go into the fact of the atonement, it may be well for us
to meet some of the objections that these carnal reasoners take to this
glorious doctrine. They say,
1. IJ Christ came to be a sacrifice for sin, why diel He not openly dechw8
His mission ?-W e reply, It is the glory of God to conceal a thing; and
Christ Himself when on earth declared to His disciples, "I have yet
many things to say lmto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit
when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth:
for He shall not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that
shall He speak: and He will shew you things to come." And then, had
Christ told the Jews in open language who and what He was, they in the
1mbelief of their hearts would have stoned Him to death. So that,
humanly speaking, He would have died a Stephen's death instead of a
Saviour's death, and thereby not fulfilled the prophecy, "The Lord hath
prepared a sacrifice."
Again they say,
2. But it does not agree with the mond perfections of God to punis7b sin in a
Surety: it cannot therefore be Just to make an innocent person suffer, and the
offender be spa?·ed.-How true is the emphatic dec~aration of God Himself:
"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neIther are your ways my
ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so
are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts" (Isa. Iv. 8, 9). That God did order the punishment of sin in
a Surety is abundantly evident by His own word; and who dai'es to say
that He would order anything that infringed upon the perfections of
His attributes? Deny this fact, and you must at once blot out of your
G
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Bibles that precious word "mercy." But, far from the atonement of
Christ not agreeing with the moral perfections of God, it is just the contrary; for, by the sufferings of Jesus Christ upon the cross, the execution
. of the law was completed in such a way that no earthly creature could
complete it: and therefore when the law is honoured and its demands
carried out, both law and Lawgiver are satisfied-the former becoming
magnified, and the latter honoured, by the discharge.
But, once more, they say,
3. None less than a divine person could bear away sin,. yet a divine person
cannot atone for s~'n, because IJeity cannot die.-This objection entirely o,erlooks the fact..,....." a body hath He prepared;" and all such passages as
these-" By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of
the body of Jesus Christ once for all." It was the human nature of
Christ that died. Truly, Deity cannot die; and, as it is declared "that
Jesus ever liveth," the objection really establishes His Deity, rather
than militates against His atonement. It is the old error of the confusion of substance, and not discerning that Ohrist was the God-man.
But, having met some of the objections which carnal reasoners raise to
this precious doctrine, let us now go to the proof we have of
THE FAOT OF THE ATOXEllEXT.

" The Lord hat11 prepared a sacrifice."

And let us take,
I. THE TYPICAL EVIDENCES OF IT.

For example,
1. The offering of Cain and Abel.-" Abel was a keeper of sheep, but
Cain was a tiller of the ground. And in the process of time it came to
pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the
Lord. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock. Md the
Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering: but unto Cain and to his
offering He had not respect." No" why "as this? We reply, Because
Abel saw the nature and character of sin, and the need of a sacrifice "hich
should shadow forth the" Lamb slain from the foundation of the "orld ;"
therefore he presented of the firstlings of the flock. C~in saw no such
necessity, which was evidenced in his afterwards slaying his brother. His
offering was rejected, and himself cast forth as a vagabond. In Abel's
offering, then, we have one of the earliest pointings to the atonement.
But again,
.
2. The offering up of Isaac.-Jehovah spoke to good old Abraham, saying, "Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and
get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering
upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. And Abraham rose
up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young
men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him."
What a touching scene! The aged patriarch,. the faithful Abraham,
wending his way up the mount of Moriah. What must his feelings have
been! And yet his faith overcame his feelings. When arrived at the
foot of the mount, he bid the young men remain while he and the :rad
went up yonder. "And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering,
and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a
knife; and they went both of them together." Note the pathetic appeal

,~
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of poor Isaac in it; and Abraham's answer was the typical evidence of the
atonement of Ohrist: "And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and
said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold
the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? And
Abraham said, My son, God will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt
offering: so they went both of them together." And so it was; the angel
of the covenant stayed the hand of Abraham ere he plunged the knife
into the breast of his devoted son. " And Abraham lifted up his eyes,
and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his
horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a
burnt offering in the stead of his son." Now objectors may say all this
was but to put Abraham's faith to the test; but methinks he has but a
shallow insight into the mind of the Spirit of God who does not fail to
discover here an early typical evidence of the atonement of Ohrist, the
"Lamb slain from the foundation of the world."
3. The brazen serpent in the wilderness.-" And Moses made a serpent
of brass, and put it on a pole, and it came to pass, that if a fiery serpent
had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived" (Num. xxi.
9). And that this serpent of brass thus lifted up pointed to the atonement
of the Lord Jesus Ohrist there can be no doubt, for He Himself declares
that "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the
Son of Man be lifted up " ( John iii. 14).
Then again,
4. The atonement was foreshadowed in "the scape goat."-Jehovah's command runs thus: "And when Aaron hath made an end of reconciling the
holy place, and the tabernacle of the congregation, and the altar, he shall
bring the live goat: and Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head
of the live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel,
and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the
goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness"
(Lev. xvi. 20-22). Thus did J ehovah order to be laid on the antitype the
sins of Israel, representing that, upon the Person of Jesus, should all the
sins of His spiritual Israel be laid; as Isaiah afterwards declared, "The
Lord hath laid upon Him the iniquity of us all." Or, as it might be
rendered, The Lord hath made to meet in Him the iniquity of us all.
And, then,
5. It was typified in the person of the high priest under the law who entered
into the holy of holies once a year to make atonement for sin.-This was the
means appointed by J ehovah to remit the sins of the Jews as a nation; "for
every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things
pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins ;" but,
when Ohrist was offered, learning" obedience by the things which He
suffered; being made perfect, He became the Author of salvation, and all
them that obey Him," and, having ascended up on high, He is an High
Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. Again,
6. In the paschal lamb we have the atonement set forth.-It was killed
before Israel was delivered; so it was necessary that Ohrist should suffer
ere His people could be redeemed. It was to be roast with fire, to note
the sharp and dreadful pains which Jesus should suffer. It was eaten
with bitter herbs, to teach us that, as followers of Him, we too must be partakers with Him of His sufferings.
And all this explains the apostle Paul's language, "Ohrist our Passover
is sacrificed for us."
G 2
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Thus in Abel's offering; in Abraham's declaration" that God would
provide Himself a lamb; " in the brazen serpent lifted up in the wilderness; in,' the scape goat, upon whose head the iniquities of the people
should be placed; in the person of the high priest taken from among'
men; in the paschal lamb, and in other things that might be mentioned,
we have typical evidences ordained by God of the fact which Zephaniah
declares, "The Lord hath prepared a sacrifice."
Let us pass on now to notice

n.

THE FULFILMENT OF illS PROPHECY.

" The types and the shadows are fled,
With all that predictions foretold,
Since Jesus on Oalvary bled,
His sheep shall return to the fold."
"Father, the hour is come!" are His own significant words-'Ilords
which at once declare His Godhead: the hour when the Son of :Man
was to be offered up a sacrifice for the sins of His people. And 'Ilhat
an hour it was! Behold Him surrounded by an assembled rabble; ho'll
meek and passive did He appear in their midst, as He 'Ilas led as a sheep
to the slaughter! Think of Him, our dear, precious Redeemer, outstretched upon the cursed tree; lifted up bet'lleen earth and hea,enthe innocent Victim. Listen to His momentous words at that solemn
hour: "Then said Jesus [concerning His enemies], Father, forgi,e them;
for they know not what they do." Then said Jesus to His mother,
at the foot of the cross, "Woman, behold thy Son." Then saith He to
His disciple, "Behold thy mother." Then said Jesus to the 1'elJenfant
thief, "Verily I say mito thee, To-day shall thou be with me in paradise."
Then said Jesus to His Fatlwr above, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is
to say, My God, my God,' why hast Thou forsaken me?" Then saiel
Jesus to His perseMdors, "I thirst." Then said Jesus to His blood-bollqlit
elect, "It is finished!" And, when He had" cried mth a loud ,oice, 'He
said, Fcdher, into Thy hands I commend my spirit: and haTIng said
thus, He gave up the ghost." And yet impious men mu dare to say that
it was no fact, but only an interesting tale. Note Scripture evidence as
to its reality. The apostle Paul declares, "He humbled Himself, anel
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." The e,angelist Mark declares, "And the Scripture was fulfilled which saith, Anel
He was numbered with the transgressors." And truly was it a fulfilment of the words of the inspired Isaiah, "He shall see of the tra,ail of
His soul, and shall be satisfied;" and of the inspired Zachariah, "A'IIake,
o sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fello'll,
saith the Lord of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be
scattered;" and, above all, a fulfilment of His own precious declaration:
" The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to
give His life a ransom for many." "I lay down my life for the sheep."
And, when surrounded by His disciples, at the last supper, note His
remarkable language: "He took bread, and brake it, saying, This is my
body which is given for you;" and, taking the cup, and blessing it, He
said, "Drink ye all of it; for this is my blood of the new testament,
which is shed f01' many for the remission of sins."

In the face of such abundant testimony, bold and arrogant indeed
must be that man who dares to deny the authenticity of the atonement of
the Lord Jesus.
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WHAT HAS THE ATONEMENT ACCOMPLISHED?

Or, we might rather ask, What has it not accomplished for the poor
sinner? for from it flow all the blessings of the new covenant of grace.
But, to condense the subject, we name six hallowed results:I. Reconciliation.
Il. Restoration.
Ill. Remission.
IV. Redemption.
V. Rege,neration.
VI. Rejoicing.
1. RECONCILIATION.
No sinner can approach a holy God with acceptance but through the
blood of the atonement; for it is this which reconciles the justice and
mercy of God. "For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God
by the deatl. of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by
His life." But now, in Ohrist Jesus, ye who sometimes were far off, are
made nigh by the blood of Christ. "For Ohrist also hath once suffered
for sins, the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God." It is
clear, then, from the ScriptUl'es, that that reconciliation to God is effected
alone "by the death of His Son;" so,
" Sin.burdened soul, dry up your tears; fear not,
Look up, and triumph in atoning blood."
n. RESTORATION.
Here let us quote dear Dr. Hawker's words: "When Adam sinned, he
robbed God of His glory, and robbed himself and all his posterity of God's
image, and with it all happiness. And Jesus has restored all, and done
it never to be lost any more. By His finished work of salvation, He hath
restored to God His glory, and, by His obedience and death, as our
Surety, He has restored to man his happiness. The favoUl' of God we
lost by sin; Jesus hath restored it by justifying us in His righteousness.
The image of God we lost by rebellion; Jesus hath restored to us that
image in sanctifying us by His holiness. So that every way, and in all
things, Jesus hath made up the breach, and is truly the Almighty
Restorer."
IH. REMISSION.
The testimony of John the Baptist pointed to this fact, as it is written,
" The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the
Lamb of God, which TAKETH AWAY the sin of the world." And the apostle
Paul, speaking of the same precious One, adds, "Whom God hath set
forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance
of God." Oh, if this should meet the eye of one whose past sins still
weigh heavy upon him, let him think over, and pray over this precious
passage, "the remission of sins that are past:" all laid upon Jesus, and
clean gone for ever!
Then, again, the atonement issues in
IV. REDEMPTION,
"hich is, over and over again, declared in the sacred ScriptUl'es to be " by
tile blood of Cflrrist." "Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by
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His own blood, He entered in once into the holy place, having obtained
eternal redemption for us." "Forasmuch aA ye know that ye w~re not
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vam ?onversation received by tradition from your fathers; but with the preclOus
blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and without spot." And
this glorious, precious, soul-animating fact, will constitute the theme of
the new song in the heavenly Jerusalem: "And they sung a new song,
saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof:
for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of
every kindred,' and tongue, and people, and nation."
" Millions of souls, once guilty and defiled,
Shall swell the chorus, " Worthy is the Lamb
Once slain in sacrifice, to ransom us ;"
And, while His matchless glories, all unveiled,
Exceed what eye hath seen or ear hath heard,
They gaze upon His vesture dipp'd in blood,

."

And own their bliss was punhased by His death."

v.

REGENERA.TION.

The new birth cannot be separated from the atonement, for the blJjod is
the life. No atonement, and there can be no such a thing as spiritual life.
And, although, probably, it may be more correct to say such life is the
result of the resurrection, as the apostle Paul saith, "Like as Christ "as
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also walk
in newness of life," still, such life is called " the washing of regeneration, "
which the Holy Ghost "shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ
our Saviour; that being justified by His grace, we should be made heirs
according to the hope of eternal life. " So that we gather that the precious
blood of the atonement, applied by the po"er of the Holy Ghost, is the
life--a life which nothing can destroy: "Thou hast redeemed us to God
by Thy blood."
And then, lastly, the personal realization of the atonement will bring
about

-\

VI. REJOICING.

" Sing, 0 ye heavens; £01' the Lord hath done it: shout, ye lower parts
of the earth: break forth into singing, ye mountains, 0 forest, and e,ery
tree therein." Why, 0 thou inspired prophet, all this rejoicing? Lis en
to his reply: "For the Lord hath redeemed J acob, and glorified Himself in
Israel." So that while Israel rejoices to think of the great redemption
work accomplished by Jesus, Jesus is Himself glorified in its accomplishment, as well as glorified in the reception and realization of it by His
blood-bought children. This it is that brings comfort of mind, peace of
soul, and rejoicing of spirit, in the midst of all the cares and pressing
anxieties of the way. Let the miserable opposers to the glorious doctrine
of the atonement find any substitute that will bring a man into such peace.
They cannot; they never propose any; and, if they did, it would be "orthless. But let a man lay hold of the atonement as an anchor of the soul, and
he goes about his necessary duties with a feeling sense of security and
happiness. "God, my Father, hath accepted me; Jesus, my Saviour,
hath redeemed me; God the Holy Ghost hath revealed all this to me; I
will eat my bread with joy, I will drink of the cup of my salvation "ith a
cheerful heart; I will sing of that dear One, 'who hath savad us, and
called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according

\
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to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Ohrist Jesus before
the world began." We repeat, oh, what peace such a knowledge gives!
Take the man who, from early dawn till late at night, is in the whirl of
commercial life; he wishes he had less to do, and more time to read his
Bible; but there he is, in the position which the providence of God seems
to have assigned him. What is his solace, as he doubles together his letters
and accounts? Is it not the casting the eye upwards, and catching a faith's
view of a risen Lord, who, by His doing and dying, has completed salvation
for him ? so that his comfortable assurance is, Well, Ohrist has done all for
me; He knows me in my lot in life; He sees me toiling away, and marks
my strugglings to honour Him in the midst of all; and he says, "Dear
Jesus, Thou hast redeemed me ! I am Thine, and Thou art mine! "

\

--

" I'll visit Oalvary's hill,
To view the blood-stain'd tree,
And bid my fears be still,
Since Jesus died for me.
The triumphs of' His cross will prove
My glory in the realms above."
May it be ours, dear reader, not to be cauied away by useless niceties
of carnal reasoning, but to seek the guidance and teaching of the Holy
Spirit, that we may become rooted and grounded in the fundamental
and material points of God's glorious and complete scheme of salvation.
And let us ever suspect and avoid that teaching which undervalues the
atonement of Ohrist. Depend upon it, wrong here, we are wrong every"here. It is the fundamental verity of the Bible. Pray the Lord the
Spirit to give you a deeper insight into it, that you may have the joy and
peace in believing that the reception and personal appropriation of the
atonement can alone give. The Lord bless you, is the prayer of
Your companion at the foot of the cross,
'* South Park, Ilford, Essex.
G. O.
SAORED MAXIMS.
THE righteousness of Ohrist shall never wear ont, and the graces of the
Spirit shall never burn out.
Sin is of that heinous nature, that it has moved the Majesty of heaven
out of His place.
They are not the hard-hearted who most lament the insensibility of
their hearts.
There is no wrath in the cup of affliction which God's elect people
are caused to drink.
Woe unto them that will bear their own burdens, in that day when
the Lord shall arise to judgment.
The sin-offering of Jesus has nothing to do with those who live in
their sins.
There is no greater evil on this side of hell than hardness of heart;
it is the growing evil of all impenitent sinners.
'
To threaten, when sins are high, is a part of God's justice; not to
execute when sins are revoked by repentance, is a part of God's goodness.
*. W'ill our numerous and welcome correspondents be kind enough to notice our change
of residence?
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"The preacher sought to find out acceptable words:'-EccL. xii. 10.

1867.
BY THE REV. HUGH M'NEILE, D.D.

1F the foundations be destr0yed, what can the righteous do? Lord, to
whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. Draw Thou
us, and we will run after Thee. As by Thy grace Thou hast quickened
us together with Christ, and raised us up together, and made us sit
together in heavenly places, so give us to have fellowship with the Father
and with the Son; to stand by faith within the vail, whither the great
High Priest is for us entered; and there to commune concerning our
dangers and our duties, seeking protection, and guidance, and strength.
We know whom we have believed. We have tasterl that the Lord is
good. "'rVe rely on His own word that He hears and ans"ers prayer.
Sing unto Him. Sing Psalms unto Him. Talk ye of all His "ondrous
works. Glory ye in His holy name, that we are not left to be tossell to
and fro by every wind of doctrine; that our faith, not resting on any
testimony of man, cannot be shaken by any counter testimony. Oh, gi,e
Him thanks, that we have· received the testimony of Jesus, and set to our
seal that God is true.
Thus, dear brethren, we close another year; and thus again, after the
example of my venerable predecessors, I venture, and I can truly say
without the slightest assumption of authority or superiority, to invite you
to enter upon the new year with united and simultaneous prayer, "ith
united and simultaneous faith also, and peace by faith, and lo,e and joy
and praise.
1866 has been a "troublous time." Nations and Ohmches ha,e been
shaken. From om "atch to"er in the clefts of the rock, behold and ~ee
some of His doings who opens the seals, and blows the trumpets, and
poms out the vials, until the set time shall come for the cry, "Babylon
the great is fallen, is fallen," and the response, "Hallelujah, for the
Lord God omnipotent reigneth."
Politically, the face of Europe has been changed, and the future of the
American Republic is dark and uncertain. Austria is forced back upon
her Eastern frontier, and compelled to relinquish the dream of establishing a Latin Empire in the "'rVest. Prussia has assumed gigantic dimensions. Hanover and Saxony are nowhere; and Denmark is robbed of
her duchies. France croucheth like a tiger, gathering strength and
ready to spring; and the helpless Pope-albeit he abates nothing of his
pretension to be the Vicar of the King of kings-stands terror-stricken at
the prospect before him, and bleats out "non possumus" in ans"er to
every suggestion for his welfare.
Oommercially, all quiet confidence has been shaken. The German
market, the French market, the American market, the Italian market,
are all distmbed; not to mention our unfortunate clients the Tmks, "ha
are again cheated with a promise of some resl)Onsible government.
In England, Mammon has had a signal victory over honom and
honesty. Accounts fabricated and falsified to answer a purpose, regard-
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less of the widespread ruin consequent thereupon, have made" commercial morality" a byword, and a scorn, and a scandal.
And, while national treaties and national landmarks are thus trodden
under foot, and the straightforward integrity which was long the boast of
British commerce is obliged to hide its head for shame, see how the ecclesiastical moorings of Ohristendom are shifting on every side before the
eddying whirls of democracy and despotism, of scepticism and superstition. Nations, professedly Papal, are rejecting the supremacy of the
Pope; and in our nation, professecUy Protestant, there is arising and
spreading an eager and intense love of Popery. The great central falsehood, around which all exaggerations of ritual are but as satellites, is the
fiction of the corporal presence of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Ohrist in
the consecrated elements of the Lord's Supper-flesh and blood really and
objectively sacrificed to God, and eaten by men under the appearance of
bread and wine. For rejecting this cannibal notion of the middle ages,
and falling back upon primitive spirituality, our reformers of the sixteenth
century were committed to the flames.
Thank God, so long as the secular sword cannot be wielded at the bidding of the Ohurch, we run no risk of flames for the adoption or rejection
of any doctrine. The door is shut against positive persecution; the door
is open for honest and outspoken argumentation. Arise to the emergency,
beloved brethren, and maintain the truth. In the school, in the family,
in the warehouse, in the factory, in the shop, in the street, show that the
circulation of the Bible among you for so many years has not been
in vain.
Young men-to you I speak, before Ilay down my weapons and depart
hence-young Christian Ohurchmen, fight the good fight of faith. Shrink
not D:om this glorious battle-field. Distrust the counsels of plausible but
worldly prudence, which plead for ease, and silence, and caution, such as
will ensure your personal safety from misrepresentation, and fatigue, and
inconvenience. What manner of soldier is he whose watchword is "personal safety?" Be sober-minded, indeed: rashness is not courage. Be
sure of your ground-but be decided. Take your stand. The antagonism
is urgent. It is impossible to serve both Ohrist and Satan. It is dangerous and disgraceful to attempt to serve neither, steering a middle course
between the two. Solon made a law that, in a time of civil sedition, every
citizen who stood aloof, and took no active part on either side, should be
disfranchised and dishonoured. A greater than Solon said, "He that
is not with me, is against me; and he that gathereth not with me,
scattereth. "
Enter upon 1867 with earnest, fervent prayer for wisdom and strength
to work as well as fight. The field is wide, and how little of it has yet
been reclaimed! Our own country has been peculiarly favoured above all
lands; our institutions, public and private, national and local; our civil
and religious liberties, our social privileges, are excellent beyond any to
be found on the eaJ.'th; and yet, even here in England, how little has
been done!
Our most successful efforts have not remedied-they have scarcely ame
liorated-the horrors of our over-grown and over-crowded towns and
cities. Our eyes and our ears are shocked with sights of drunkenness and
sounds of blasphemy. Our sense of right is outraged by disclosures of
dishonesty, deceit, and fraud. The leprosy has tainted every class, and no
human power can stay the plague.
d
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More churches, more schools, more reformatories, more social and sanitary improvements! Yes, oh, yes, by all means, let Christian zeal and
social science do all they can. But what is it all? Why, after all, '"e do
not overtake, we do not keep pace with, the teeming population; and some
of our attempts at remedy are found but to aggravate the disease. Remedy,
effectual remedy, is His alone, for whose coming we wait. His right
hand and His holy arm will gain the complete victory. He "ill make
known His salvation. The clouds are gathering thick and black around
us. "Behold, He cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see Him;" and
"there shall be no more curse."
Brethren beloved, by all the warm benevolence which glo"s in your
bosoms; by all the godlike philanthropy which longs to carry happiness
to every home and every heart on the face of the earth; by all the aspirations after universal improvement, which, even among those ruins, bear
undying testimony to the high original of man's soul: join, oh, join, in
the cry of the widow for her abse~t Husband, in the prayer of the Church
for the return of her absent Head. Come, Lord, and make all things
new: come, and cast out the great enemy: come, and enlighten the
ignorant: come, and subdue the proud: come, and put an end to "ar
and preparations for war: oh, come, and fill a rene"ed earth with 10"Veliness, and beauty, and plenty, as well as truth, holiness, and peace. 11 Even
so, come, Lord Jesus."
And with unfeigned respect and affection, I sign myself your faithful
fellow-servant in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ,
Liverpool, IJecember, 1866.
H. M'N.

A DYING PARENT'S PRAYER ANSWERED.
WE have, within the last few days, spent a privileged hour with a dear
affiicted but blessedly-taught lady of some eight-and-twenty years of age.
In the course of conversation, when asking her how and when the Lord
met with her, she rose and took from her writing-desk a letter. That
letter had been written by a dying father, who passed away when she
was three years of age. It was addressed to his beloved child, and to be
opened by her upon her completing her fourteenth year. Oh, ho"
precious were its breathings! how ardent the love! how intense the
desire that the Lord would savingly bless the soul of that dear child! And
how graciously had the Lord heard, and in due time answered, those
parental and true spiritual heart-breatbings! Not only adopting that
dear child by grace, but making use of her, in an eminent "ay, as a
scribe for her much-loved Lord and Master.
When speaking to her of parents' prayers and parents' solicitude and
parents' hopes (upon certain grounds) of intimations of mercy in reserve
for children who as yet manifest no signs whatever of a change of heaTt,
we asked, whether she thought there could be the singular preservation
in times of extreme danger, and the occasional sealing-home of this or
that promise, without its being, in due time, answered? She made this
pithy and powerful reply, "The Lord never tantalizes His people,"
Reader, we cannot tell you how timely that remark was, nor how much
it re-inspiTed the cry, "Remember the word unto Thy servant, upon
which Thou hast caused me to hope." Ah, how blessed to be tmown

.""
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back upon Himsel£, with nothing whatever to look for or to build upon,
but upon His own covenant promise, and the renewed assurance again
and again of His own good will and pleasure! Where can a poor sinner
find rest, either for himself or others, but here? The faithful word of a
faithful God. Sin, Satan, and the world, all in deadly hostility against
the truth; the death (as to all human hopes and appearances) upon the
promise; not the veriest sign or indication of prayer being heard or
answered; and yet, in spite of all, hoping against hope, and holding the
Lord to His word: "And Thou saidst, I will surely do thee good."
" Because I !laid unto thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, believest thou?
Thou shalt see greater things than these." As much as to say-for so
we read it-Dost thou believe in me and my word for this my simple
utterance in reference to my Godhead, and omniscience, and omnipresence? Then-assuredly then-thou shalt yet behold greater and
more glorious realities.
And can the Lord, under such seals and such applications, disappoint?
That be far from Him. Admitted that everything makes head against
the fulfilment of His word; granted that there is not the slightest human
hope whatever; suppose from appearances that destruction were sealed,
and that the poor broken heart on behal£ of another, cries, "No hope,"
is, therefore, "the Lord's hand shortened, that it cannot save? or is His
ear heavy, that it cannot hear?"
Reader, "Is there anything too hard for the Lord?"
THE EDITOR.
~-

ANNUAL

ADDRESS TO THE MEMBERS
CONGREGATION.

OF

MY

BY THE REV. S. A. WALKER, M.A., RECTOR OF MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL.

My DEAR PEOPLE,-Every succeeding year that I enter upon the task of
preparing my annual address to you, I feel more and more the solemnity
of the occasion, for I am reminded how very soon you will hold in your
hand the last that shall proceed from my pen; and then there will be
nothing in the future between us and that" acceptable year of the Lord,"
when we shall meet together, not to receive an address from human hands
or lips, but from the great Judge Himself, who will demand from us
respectively an account of our stewardship, and call upon you and me to
bear testimony for or against each other.
Your recent expression of sympathy and love to me, at once reminds
me of human infirlnity and of lninisterial responsibility. Your affectionate
interest in my health, and desire to give me temporary relaxation and
rest, indicates that there is a lilnit to human labour, and urges the necessity of working" while it is called to-day, for the night cometh, when no
man can work." My brief separation from you, whenever it takes place,
will give us both an opportunity of calmly reviewing our ten years'
eonnexion as pastor and people, and put us somewhat in the position of
those who have brought such a connexion to a final close. We can pause
and reflect. I can ask myself whether I have laboured for your spiritual
wel£are as assiduously and self-denyingly as I might have done; and· you
can refer to the many opportunities for spiJ:itual improvement which the
Lord has given you, and inquire·whether you have sought and obtained
grace to improve them to the extent of your soul's need. May our
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gracious Father and God assist us both to be honest in our self-examination, and give us grace to use the result to His glory and an advancement
in personal holiness and fidelity to Him.
In my previous addresses, I have usually avoided referring particularly
to the Ohurch of which we are members, preferring to draw your attention
to the eternal verities which we hold in common with all orthodox communities. But, as my desu:e always has been, as far as I had ability, to
keep my people informed on all subjects connected with their temporal
and spiritual interests, I consider that at this time I should be wanting in
my duty to y~)U, if I did not take advantage of the opportunity "hich an
annual adcu:ess affords to introduce to your notice some matters connected
with the present aspect in which the Ohurch of England presents herself
before the world and the Ohurch universal. I do this the more reaclily,
because I feel assured that my sentiments as a clergyman of the Church
are well known by those whom I address, and that I run no danger of
being suspected of any inordinate devotion to ecclesiastical systems on he
one hand, or of disloyalty to that noble institution called the Established
Ohurch of this country, of which I am an unworthy minister, on the other.
I write to meet the comprehension of the most humble a.nd least instructed in such things among my flock, and therefore I shall labour to be
simple, knowing that the better instructed and more intelligent ha,e
sources of information which render them comparatively independent of
such teaching. The subject, however, will not, I trust, be uninteresting
or without profit even to them.
You often hear the word "Reformation." The time has come for
considering its meaning. The Reformation in Germany, which took place
early in the sixteenth century, and with which the name of Luther will
ever be united, was simply the discovery that Popery was not the religion
of Jesus Ohrist. That, although it called itself Christianity, it "as no
more like that which our Lord introduced, and the apostles preached, than
an old coat which had once been black, but which has been patched 0\81'
with pieces of every sort of material and colour, until the original cloth has
almost disappeared, can be said to be the same coat "hich at first came
from the tailor's hands. The discovery and translation of the Bible, which
for hundreds of years had been withdrawn from the people, brought to
light the imposture which the Pope and his bishops· and priests had for so
many centuries practised on the people of Ohristendom. As soon as Luther
had made the discovery, he took care to publish it throughout Germany;
and, to show that what he said was not his invention, he translated the
Bible into German, and so the people were able to study the subject for
themselves, and they soon came to the conclusion that Popery was a lying
counterfeit of the religion of the crucified and risen Jesus, and tha the
doctrines and practices taught and enforced by the Romish priests "ere
utterly inconsistent with the teaching of the Bible. The consequence "as,
that through God's grace, thousands and tens of thousands refused any
longer to profess Popery, which made them only superstitious sla,es; and
they went back to the good old saving truths which Jesus taugh His
apostles, and which they preached and wrote for the instruction and
salvation of the children of God in every age. That is just "hat the
Reformation means-awaking from the deadly dream of Romish superstition and slavery to the enjoyment of the light and liberty of the "ord of
God brought home to the soul by the Holy Ghost.
Some people suppose that the Reformation in England commenced in
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the reign of Henry VIII.-indeed, that he was the author of it; but that
is a mistake. It began here long before Luther was raised up to begin it
in Germany. Our own John Wickliff, Rector of Lutterworth, in Leicestershire, was employed of God, a hundred and :fifty years before, to call the
attention of his countrymen to the abomination of the Papal system. He
studied the Bible, and made the discovery, that, if that blessed book was
true, Popery must be false; that, if the one was from God, the other must
be from the father of lies, and the great murderer of mankind. He was so
convinced of this himself, that he translated the Scriptures into English,
so that his countrymen might read God's word, and judge for themselves.
The effects of his preaching and translating of the Bible, were not so decided in England as were those of Luther's work afterwards in Germany.
However, he had considerable success; numbers were convinced of the
truth as it is Jesus; and the fruits of his labours continued to develop'
themselves both at home and abroad, until the time which" the Father of
lights" had appointed for the deliverance of England from "the bishop
of Rome, and all his detestable enormities."
The dispute of Henry VIII. with the Pope about the divorce which the
former wished to obtain from his queen, was no doubt providentially
ordered for the furtherance of the Reformation in this country. Henry,
finding that the Pope was acting deceitfully with him, and, being sustained
by the best authorities, ecclesiastical and civil, accomplished his purpose
independently of him, and, being encouraged by Cranmer and others,
repudiated the doctrine of the Papal supremacy, as it is called; that is,
that the Pope, being a Romish priest and a foreign sovereign, had a right
to the allegiance of every man, woman, and child in England, from the
sovereign on the throne to the captive in the dungeon. This arrogant
assumption had been submitted to for hundreds of years, but now Henry
determined that he would resist it, and, in spite of a bull of excommunication published against him, so he did; and, from that day to this, with
the exception of the short reign of that poor bigoted persecuting Queen
Mary, God be thanked, England has never submitted her neck to the
Papal yoke.
Cranmer, whom Henry made Archbishop of Canterbury, was a great
friend to the Reformation; and, even in that king's reign, he continued to
take several important steps towards the introduction of Gospel light into
England. At his instigation, Henry, although still continuing a bigoted
Papist, was led to order some of the prayers of the Church to be translated
from Latin into English, and encouraged the reading of the Bible in the
churches. At the same time, he upheld some of the worst doctrines of
Romanism, and to the end of his reign he put men and women to death
for denying them. This showed that he was not particular, and therefore
not the author of the religion of Protestants, as the Roman Catholics
sneeringly allege.
The real instrument of the Reformation in England, as everywhere else,
was the Bible, which now underwent several translations, besides that one
made by Wickliff long before. William Tyndal, ~files Coverdale, and
several others, engaged in this blessed work, which the Romish bishops of
course denounced and sought to hinder; but Goel set their united efforts at
nought; and the English people, now awaking from their long slumber of
Papal ignorance and superstition, seized upon God's word wherever they
could meet with it in their own tongue, and read it wit1 an avidity which
showed that the Spirit of God was quickening their souls, and that they
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could not feed any longer upon the weeds and rubbish of legends, fables,
and lying impostures from the Roman breviary, or so-called lives of the
saints, with which their ignorant priests had hitherto supplied them; b.ut
that they must have the Bread which came down from heaven, even Chnst
Jesus, which is found only pure, and in rich abundance, in the inspired
Scriptures.
Henry lived and died a Papist; but his young son, Edward VI., who
succeeded him on the throne of England, had been brought up in a
Protestant atmosphere, and was early instructed in the truths of the
Gospel by his tutors and guardians, who were friends of the Reformation.
God was thuB preparing him, young as he was, to take a prominent part
in the good work of setting England free from the galling yoke of Popery.
As soon as he ascended the throne, he turned his attention to the task that
had been assigned to him, seconded by Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury; Ridley, Bishop of Rochester, afterwards Bishop of London; and
other English divines; also by Martyr and Bucer, two German theologians,
who had been invited to England to assist in the Reformation. The first
object of the young King and his advisers was to provide a Book of
Common Prayer for the people in their own language, which "as done in
the year 1549. As might be expected, that Prayer Book, especially in
the Oommunion Service, contained some of the superstitions of Popery;
for the men who compiled it were not themselves yet quite emancipated
from the bondage of the old creed. Scarcely, however, was it published,
when, at the instigation of their German friends and of Calvin, who,
though on the Continent; was watching with prayerful earnestness the
progress of spiritual light in England, a revision of it was decided on.
This was, indeed, now rendered necessary by the growth of Protestant
principles throughout the country, and the demand which was made by
many, that the new Service Book should be relieved from the Romish
doctrines and ceremonies by which it was disfigured, and that it should be
suited to the advance which the Reformation had madr.
The good men who, under the name of Commi:,sioners, had been
appointed by the King to draw up the Prayer Book, were themsel,es
becoming' rapidly imbued with evangelical principles, and therefore increasingly opposed to the peculiar dogmas of Rome. The last superstition that clung to them seems to have been that of a supposed presence
of our Lord in the elements of bread and wine, which were appointed by
Him to be taken and received in remembrance of His death and passion.
They clung to the idea that, when the officiating minister pronounces
Christ's words, "This is my body," "This is my blood," a mysteriou5
change takes place in the elements, and that either they are changed into
the actual body and blood of the Saviour, or that He becomes united m h
them in some unaccountable way. The Church of Rome we know still
holds the former view. Luther adopted the latter, and held it to the end
of his life. The year after the publication of Edward's first Prayer Book,
the Reformers had not only renounced the Romish view, but they had got
beyond Luther, and rejected his too; so that now they belie,ed and
declared that !l0 change whatever took place in the bread and wine at
consecration, but that true believers in Jesus only received Him at communion into their hearts spiritually by faith, which is the doctrine held
and taught by all evangelical Churches, our own included, to this day.
The sacrament of the Lord's Supper, they insisted, is only a commemorative rite, in which we are reminded of what He has done for us; and, in

FebTW\Ty 1,1867.J

'"

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

79

partaking of it, we express our belief in and acceptance of it, as God's
finished work for the sinner's pardon and salvation from sin and death.
It was when Cranmer and his helpers in the work of the Reformation
had arrived at this advanced stage of spiritual light, that they engaged in
the task of preparing a revised version of the English Prayer Book. We
might expect therefore that it would be a great improvement on the first;
and so it was. With the· exception of a few words and phrases in the
occasional services, which have been objected to by some conscientious
Christians, but which others as conscientious have willingly accepted, the
second Prayer Book of Edward has always been considered a monument
of piety, wisdom, and scriptural truth. This has been expressed even by
those Christians who differ from us in our form of worship, and who
object to written forms of prayer altogether. It is said that the celebrated Baptist minister, Dr. Robert Hall, uttered the opinion that the
Prayer Book of the Church of England was the best uninspired book
with which he was acquainted. "It stood," he said, "in his estimation,
next to the Bible." Some slight changes were made in it at two subsequent periods, namely, in 1559 and 1662; but in the main, the book
which we have now, is the same as that which was approved by Convocation, and sanctioned by Parliament in 1552. The thirty-nine articles,
originally forty-two, wete drawn up by Cranmer and Ridley in 1552;
they afterwards underwent some slight alteration, and were ultimately
published in English and Latin, in 1661. Nothing can be clearer than
their Protestant and evangelical testimony, both against Popery, and in
favour of the faith once delivered to the saints. From them we collect
the true doctrines of the Church of England; and, if there appears anything questionable in her liturgy, the true policy of her members is to
turn to her articles, which constitute her confession of faith, and learn
from them what she really believes and teaches.
(To be continued.)

REFLECTIONS ON ENTERING THE YEAR 1867.
WE'VE parted with the Old Year, and entered on the New,
And many solemn, grateful thoughts present themselves to view,
Of omissions and commissions-a very vast account,
And nothing but the blood of Ohrist can cancel the amount;
And as for mercies, they are numberless as well,
Like rivers over mountain tops, o'er our deserts they swell ;
And, by the tender care of God, and His unchanging love,
It is that we are spared yet, His faithfulness to prove.
Then let us greet the coming year, its warfare to endure;
Since we are in the covenant, the end is safe and sure.
We've taken for our" motto" one promise in His word,
To travel by our side, like a talisman and sword:
" I will instruct and teach thee, the way that thou shouldst go,
And guide thee with mine eye, as I have hitherto;
But be not as the horse or mule, for ye have understanding,
And have a light by which to tread the way of my commanding."
So let us pause, and think how we may serve Him best,
To whom we owe salvation-a future peace and rest;
How we may walk before Him, as children of the light,
And not conformed to this world, but in His ways delight.
Be stedfast in the faith, and zealous of good works,
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And fight against the enemy who in us ever lurks:
While, nothing in ourselves, this gives us strength to fightWe're strengthened by His strength, and mighty in His might.
We have His promise, and His oath, that He will help us through,
And what His righteous will is, He'll give us strength to do ;
So then the evil all is ours-the goodness all His own,
Yet He hath made His goodness ours, for we're His flesh and bone.
How can we then resist His will, and ere give place to sinFor sin must grieve a child of God-the seed of God within ?
And we have power to resist and flee the evil one;
And we have power, too, forbidden paths to shun.
Oh, let us then begin the year, depending on His grace,
In future more consistently to run the heavenly race,
Resolved to overcome the world, the flesh, and sin,
"The victory that o'ercometh," e'en that" our faith" doth win.
In trials and temptations, in conflict and in doubt,
We've but to lean upon His arm, He'll safely bring us out;
Though very narrow is the way the Christian has to go,
To keep unspotted from the world, and nought but Ohrist to l.-now
But he shall find his Saviour first has trod the "ay for him;
And, being thus made one with Him, by faith he heads therein.
Then let us up, and onward press, resist the snares "e meet,
And leave behind the earthly weights that clog our tardy fee.
The happy end, the glorious rest, the bright and blissful land.
May soon be ours; for oh, how near the Lord may be at hand.
We need not think of mortal death, for Ohrist has borne that ting,
We only taste a present death, by sin that dwells within.
It is our blessed privilege to dwell on what we are
By virtue of our union, which not sin nor death can mar.
So let us enter on the year, built up again in Him,
Our" Alpha" and" Omega," our never-ending- theme;
With oil ft'esh flowing in our lamps, from day to day while here,
Be waiting, watching, for the cry, "Behold, the Bridegroom's near."
For this, oh, breathe upon us, Lord, fresh oil; fresh power impart :
Thou art the Life, Thou art the Oil, the Joy of every heart.
We thirst for more commlmion, by which so sweet to prove
The truth of blessed union, and Thy electing love.
We long to live on Thee, as on om' daily bread,
And thus be fed from day to day while this rough world "e tread.
May we be clear in doctrine, nor change the old for new,
Be in experience sound, in practice faithful too,
And thus, as we shall journey on, be long or short our stay,
Exalt His name till we exchange time for eternal day.

Leamington.

A. E.

ENGLISH FRmTS AND FLOWERS.-Mr. Shirley Hibberd's annual report
in the" Garden Oracle" comes most timely for the opening of the season
in gardens and orchards. The selection of the best varieties of fruits in
the several classes presents, in the whole, some 500 varieties out of some
5,000 which are in cultivation. This sifting-out of the handsomest, bes flavoured, hardiest, and most generally-useful kinds, appears to have been
a Herculean task, and is completed in the conscientious and satisfactory
lllanner characteristic of all Mr. Hibberd's labours for the impro\ement
of our rural affairs. "Ve commend" The Oracle," published by Messrs.
Groombridge and Sons, Paternoster Row, as the best shilling's worth of
original information for the garden and the farm that we know of.
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"I AM THE WAY."
BEING A FEW REMARKS UPON THE SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE OF SIN'S REMISSION
AND RETENTION.

THIS important subject, always of personal interest, but now absorbing so
much public attention, demands at the hands of those whom God the Holy
Ghost hath enlightened into their true and proper meaning, a definite and
scriptural explanation. For never was there a time when the grand
fundamental truths of our most holy faith were more insidiously assailed,
and all that is dear to the heart of a saint (whether personally or nationally
considered), so surreptitiously undermined. Indeed, were it not for the
knowledge that human wisdom is weak in the presence of temptation, and
that the profoundest of learning is no barrier to the inroads of superstition,
it would scarcely be believed that among our (so called) theologians and
divines, there could be such ignorance and presumption in the things of
God. But it is a fact that, despite all the light and lore of our day, " darkness covers the land, and gross darkness the people." Were it otherwise,
would it be possible for men of education and research to be so strenuous
in their efforts to revive the degrading dogmas of the dark and cruel ages?
and thus, with all the art and subtilty an ecclesiastical craftsman can
employ in that which is sensational and seductive, to be found engaged in
the satanic attempt to rebind the consciences and souls of men in the
bonds of an old and debasing superstition? But to such heights has
pride soared, and to such lengths has presumption gone-yea, to such an
awful extent have the pretensions of this apostate age been carried, that
men-fallible, miserable, dying men-are now to be found sitting in the
temples of God, "as God,." and, assuming to themselves the attributes of
the Most High, they are asserting their power to forgive the sins of poor
sinners like themselves. And this arrogant, intolerant position is claimed
on the ground of succession to a priesthood that has long since passed
away.
Now, it is to show the fallacy and unscripturalness of such a blasphemous
and dangerous conceit as this, that the pen is taken in hand. But first
we will quote the words of this privileged priesthood's creed, which, being
inserted in the Times newspaper, are sent broadcast throughout the length
and breadth of the land: " We believe," says Dr. Pusey, "that our
Lord, when He said to His apostles, 'Whose soever sins ye remit, they are
remitted,' meant to convey a permanent power to them and their successors
to absolve all those that truly repent of their sins: and we do receive
these words in their plain literal sense." On the other hand, respecting
the latter half of the twenty-third verse of the twentieth chapter of John
-namely, "Whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained," Dr. Pusey
evidently cannot interpret its meaning, so he shelters himself under the
plea that he never has occasion to retain sins; because, as he says, during
the twenty-eight years he has received confessions, he has never once had
to "?'efuse absolution."
Now let us scripturally examine the subject, and, without entering
upon the distinction between original and actual transgression, we will
H

82

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

[February 1,1867.

take as the basis of our remarks the plainer division of sins, as set forth
both in the Old and New Testament, under the following t"ofold heads:First. Those sins which are committed by men immediately against
. God.
Secondly. Those trespasses or offences which are more relatively bet"een
man and man.
With respect to the former, as evidenced by such a Scripture as this,
" Against Thee, Thee only have I sinned," we observe that this personal
conviction may be traced from the beginning of the world: .A.dam in Eden
felt sin's condemnation when he fell; hence, upon hearing the judicial
voice of God in the garden, he, being naked, or of rectitude unclothed,
was afraid. Abel, persuaded of inborn sin, sought a refuge, by faith in
the promised One to come, and" God had respect unto his offering.' It
was from N oah's acceptable Christ-representing sacrifice, that God" smelled
a sweet savour of rest." The covenant, by sacrifice made with _ibraham
and Isaac and Jacob, spake the language of sin's remission through the
blood of the cross.
On the other hand we have, even at this early age of the "orld, he
strongest inferential evidence of sin's retention, arising from God's rejection of Cain and his offering, and of Balak mth his. &c., bo h of "hich
receive corroboration from the case of Esau, "ho found" no place of
repentance" in his father Isaac, "though he sought it carefully mth
tears."
We then come to the manifest difference which God made and put
between the Egyptians and the Israelites, even to their cattle; both
people offered sacrifice, though that of the one was abomination unto the
other: nor is it at all difficult to decide which of the two classes "as accepted
of God, since, at the Lord's passover in Egypt, the ang'el of death either
passed by, or smote, the first-born in every house, as the lintels of heir
door posts were, or were not, bestricken with blood. The ehief hing to
be noticed here, in reference to God's testimony of sal,ation in the passing
by of the Israelites, is expressed in these words, "Ai/d the blood ~h<111 be to
you for (t token" (Exod. xii. 12).
Following on the course of events, we next come to the mm ::~ of -he
law of Moses, which God gave unto him at Mount Sinai. Tbe L€vi"';cal
schoolmaster describes it thus: When any of the disciplined Israelit :: d:d
a wickedness, and sinned against God, they repaired to the pries 0 the
sanctuary, who, upon confession being made by the guilty party, pro<:ef.'ded
at once to offer up the appointed sacrifice, which the coming sinner p:cesented, and such a penitent was then pronounced to be ceremoniall.' clean.
But in what did the efficacy of the accomplished absolving sernce la.'?
Surely not in the priest, who, being also a sinner, had, in his turn: to
offer sacrifice for himself, as well as for the errors of the people. ::\0: h _ : S
of necessity a seeker and not a dispenser of mercy, that needs any offering
for sins of his own; and the man that cannot atone for sin in Ill! '.I!t:lj
person, and by vu:tue of his own ojferin.q, has no power or authori'.' to
absolve other men from their sins. The value, therefore, of the ceremonial ordinance lay not in the priest that had infirmity, or was blemished
through sin, but in the blood of the unblemished substitutionary vichrn! " e
have it in these blessed peace-speaking, soul-cleansing words of the Lord.
unto Moses; "It is the blood that maketh atonement for the soul" (Le,.
xvii. 11). Indeed, almost all things under the law were purged mth
blood; nor was there ever such a thing with God, from the days of A.dam
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until now, as the remission of sins, whether ceremonial or actual, but by
the shedding of blood! Thus it was not from the Levitical priesthood that
Israel's cleansing came (for the law made nothing perfect), but from the
"blood of the covenant," which God had "enjoined" unto His people.
And the voice of this blood was the whisper of God, which, speaking for
Jesus, the antitypical sin-atoning Sacrifice, said, "I am the Way."
Then, contrariwise to sin's ceremonial remission under the law, we
have instances also of sin's retention. There was the house of Eli, against
which the Lord said He had" inchgnation for ever." And again, the case
of Korah and his company, as expressed in these words of the Lord unto
:Moses, "Respect not thou their offering" (Num. xv. 16); also, the
further instance in social sanctuary life of the" mean man" who" boweth
down;" and "the great man" who "humbleth himself" therefore, says
God, "forgive them not" (Isa. ii. 9). No; the bowings-down of a mean
man, leave him a "mean man" still, and his self-humblings are wholly for
self-ends; therefore, he is not entitled to any expression of a loving forgiveness among men. "Bel boweth down, and N ebo stoopeth;" but it
is " Bel" and" Nebo " still! Self is at the bottom of all such assumed
humility, and, in the absence of godly sorrow, true repentance, and honest
heart-felt confession, forgiveness is. out of place. But there were trespasses under the law, committed by one man against another, that were to
be pardoned; and the way for the extension of such forgiveness was
marked out by the offending giving a recompense or confessional appeasement to the aggrieved or offended party (Num. v. 7).
We then come to a subj ect under the Gospel, that ocean of truth,
into "hich all the typic rivers of the Old Testament run. Here no
mention shall be made of corals,or any earthly pearls; for we have the
ruby-surpassing perfection of heavenly wisdom and beauty, in the allabsorbing person and work of our most glorious Christ. As the" seed
of Abraham" centres in the Second Adam, even in Him of whom Moses
and the prophets did write, so Aaron and his Levitical ordinances have
their ending in Him upon whose shoulders the priesthood government
ever afterwards rests. And who shall dare to impugn His right, by the
impious assumption of His dignified title, since He who has" become our
salvation," has become also the" High Priest of our profession?" And, so
exclusively is this sovereign prerogative His, that the Holy Ghost has
inspired none of His J.Ycw Testament scribes to give the title of Priest to
anyone man in the flesh: but the" children of the kingdom," without
any sacerdotal pre-eminence, are each, and all alike, called the" holy" and
" royal" priesthood of God. 'Tis Jesus, then, the great Apostle and High
Priest over the house of God, who offered up Himself once for all, that
points every repentant sinner to the sacrifice of His cross, saying, "I am
the Way."
But he, who being uninstructed therein, is so impoverished that he hath
no such oblation; like the ancient idolaters who sought a tree wherewith
to make themselves a god, so these vassal ritualistic worshippers set up a
lump of mortal clay, and assign their self-made priests the highest seat
in the temples of our land. Hence, see how such an one "exalteth himself," and opposeth the truth; whilst at his very best estate fulfilling his
official symbolic office, arrayed in his costly, gaudy vestments, he walketh
but in the vain show of a JEW. It is Hebrewaic, and not Christian, to
walk by sight and sense. 'Tis of ~Ioses and not of Christ, to seek justification by works instead of faith. But Jewish as is all the innovating
H 2
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forms and Puseyite ceremonies of our day, imitative of rites and customs
which are changed, yet even the Jews' religion did not ever recognize or
suppose a pardoning power in man. Hence the scribes and Pharisee.s with. stood Jesus Himself on this ground, saying, "Who can forgive SlUS but
God only?" (Mark ii. 7). And yet such is the astounding presumption of
the Puseyite elergy of our day, that they not only proclaim themselves
priests, but receive confession, and pretend to impart absolution!
And this authority they claim as successors of the Apostles, who were
never called priests, and because the Lord Jesus, when He sent forth His
disciples to preach, said unto them, "Whose soever sins ye remit, they are
remitted unto' them: and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained"
(John xx. 23). But how blind must the eyes of a man's understanding
be not to see that these words were spoken testimonially rather than personally, and are of spiritual and not (as Dr. Pusey says) of literal import.
Their real signification hath reference to that" fu1:ftlment of the ~t;ord of God,
which the Gospel ministry is designed to accomplish" (001. i. 25). Thus it
was declared that the preaching of Ohrist should be " the sarour oflife UI/to
life," in them that are saved; and of "death unto death," in them that
perish (2 001'. ii. 15, 16). Sin's remission is testified in the one case, and
sin's retention in the other. As it is the same sun that melts wax and
hardens clay, 60 it is the same Gospel that, in its proclamation, softens the
hearts of some hearers, and confirms others in their obduracy. Some
repent, and others rebel, at the selfsame voice from heaven.
Thus the ministry of the word that, by the power of the Spirit, is as a
key that unlocks the kingdom of God to all believers, serves also as a key
to lock the same against the intrusion of all them that believe not. Now,
if it were man's Gospel, then man would possess that power; but, as it is
" the Gospel of God," it rests with Him to open and shut men's hearts: to
bind or loose men's souls; to remit or retaiu their sins. _lnd the preached
word of God is His ordained witl/ess of these thiugs. It is the .. power of
God" unto salvation in them that are sa,ed; and it is the "power of
God" unto damnation in them that are lost. '1'herefore, ye ministers of
His that do His pleasure; ye heralds of mercy and judgment, ye flaming
fires; both of wrath and love ! to you is this word. of promise sent, ,. Whose
soever sins ye make it manifest by your preaching with the savour of life
unto life are remitted unto them, they are remitted." It is a hea1/en'Tecorded
fact! The Holy Ghost bears witness in the convicted sinner's conscience
thereto, and the angels of God have joy at beholding the fruits and effects
thereof. Whereas, on the contrary, whose soever sins that Gospel, in becoming" the savoUl' of death unto death," makes it evidentially manifest,
"are retained," They are retained: "for the mouth of the Lord hath
spoken it."
Solemn as is this momentous subject, it is nevertheless the truth of the
word of God. And this diverse twofold Scripture doctrine, being so joined
together by God, must not be broken or set aside by man. Now, Dr.
Pusey plainly and positively asserts his power to forgive or remit men's
sins; but, when he comes to the subject of sin's retention, he is "shut up,
and cannot come forth." All his powers of art and erudition fail him in
the way of interpretation. Well he knows that superstitious men and silly
women there may be who will aSSUlUe acceptance of a pretended priest s
pardon, but who would not submit to a fellow-sinner's retention of their
sins. Therefore, anticipating this ce,rtain objection, Dr. Pusey says on
the subject. "During the twenty-eight years in which I have received
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confessions, I never had once to refuse absolution. We have no occasion,
therefore, to retain sins! "
Ah, poor misguided man! he is only half an idol-priest, then, after all.
May the one and only real Prince and Saviour of His people-the true and
only God-in His mercy, open the eyeR of all such deluded ones to the·
dreadful teaching of such a soul-destroying system.
.
The God of heaven is the only Judge of man. " By Him actions are
weighed," hearts are tried, and" unto Him alone belong the issues from
death." Ministers but preach His will by dispensation. To justify or
condemn is His prerogative and power. Nevertheless even under the
Gospel thete is a certain subordinate sense in which this justiciary attribute of the Oreator is to be epitomized by the act of His creature. Thus
men are exhorted to be "kind one to another, tender hearted, forgiving
one another, as God for Ohrist's sake hath forgiven them." They are to
forgive, even as they are forgiven. But let us here remark that those sins,
which in the New Testament, one mau is taught to fm-gi'Ce another, are the
sins which one man commits agM·nst another,. and these, it is true, we are to
confess" one to another" (James v. 16). Not all men to one man, called a
priest, whom perhaps they have never o:ffended, but, as our Lord taught
His disciples to pray, saying, "Forgive us our trespasses, even as we forgive them that trespass against us." And, in the exercise of this Ohristian
charity, though multiplied to "seventy times seven," there needeth no
sacerdotal intervention, since such new-covenant forgiveness, like all essential pardons from God, are always and only to be considered and carried
out "in the person of Christ" (2001'. ii. 10).
Thus, even in those fruits of the Spirit that the children of God are to
bear in the midst of their brethren, Oln-ist is pre-eminently" the Way j"
whilst the" all manner of sin and blasphemy" (save that against the
Holy Ghost's divine testimony of. Jesus), we have Ohrist also most
supremely set forth as the only MEDIATOR between God and man, in the
following important, particular, and personal words: "If any man sin, we
have an ADVOCATE with the Father, Jesus Ohrist the righteous." And
again, "Who maketh INTERCESSION for the saints according to the will of
God." And all those who seek the advocacy of this OOUNSELLOR, and the
prayers of this INTERCESSOR, shall have the forgivenesses that belong alone
unto the Lord our God, and be saved: whilst all those who can satisfy
their consciences with a mere mouth-confession and a mortal priest's absolution, must" die in thei1- sins."
May the Lord, in His mercy, enable us at all times to look unto Him
who is " the Way" of salvation, the Word of "life," and the" Truth" of
God.
J OSIAH.
Chelmsford.
DARK DAYS.
TRULY the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold
the sun j but, if a man live many years, and rejoice in them all, yet let
him remember the" days of darkness j for they shall be many" (Eccles.
xi. 7, 8).
The pathway of a child of God through this vale of tears is a chequered
one, and, if any think otherwise, the above passage is a most convincing
proof from holy writ, that the sceptic in these matters has not yet experienced the divine teaching of the Holy Spirit to any great extent. We
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would be far from saying, such are not taught of God; but at present they
are more particularly interested in the first part of the subject, .cc .Truly
the liq-ht is sweet." No doubt all who have been sealed by the Spmt can,
more ~r less, remember the time when they could rejoice in the light; and
it was indeed pleasant to bask in the sunshine of the pardoning love of
Ohrist to our souls; yea, further, is it not pleasant still, when we get but
a glimpse, but a ray, from the Sun of righteousness shining into o~r
hearts-since if it were not so, we should sicken and die? When such IS
the case, our hearts quickly respond to those of our younger brethren in
the Lord, in "hlessing and praising Him who is the Fountain of life and
light, and say"We would that it were always light,
Nor have our sunshine turned to night."
But, as the Ohristian advances in the divine life, he is taught by sad and
bitter experience, that his bright days are but few; yea, he seldom sees
the sun at all, except through a cloud.
The text goes on to say, "But if a man live many years, and rejoice in
them all [for even this is possible in a certain sense, though not to he
Lord's poor and affiicted, tried and tempted ones], yet let him remember
the days of darkness; for they shall be many." Is it not the case with
those of the Lord's dear people, who are shown most of His wonders
in the deep, that, when they have for a short time been sailing in a smooth
sea, they begin instinctively to look out for breakers ahead? "For He
commandeth and raiseth. the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves
thereof" (Psalm evil. 25). We make but little progress in a dead calm,
therefore the Lord, who is wonderful in working, troubles the waters,
that our passage may not be too easy. "The days of darkness shall be
many;" and why? Because faith shines brightest in the da.rk. If all
were clear, there would be nothing for faith to be e:-.:ercised upon; and the
more faith we have, the more it will surely be tried. Sometimes houbles
increase so fast, we are ready to cry out, "Enough, Lord; stay now Thine
hand; wilt Thou crush Thy poor worm to death?" " Our soul is melted
because of trouble." Ah! this is what the Lord wants; trials must
either soften or harden, for, if the heart remain callous, the rod descends
again, and the command is, "Hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed
it?" "Although affiiction cometh not forth of the dust, neither doth
trouble spring out of the ground; yet man is born unto trouble, as the
sparks fly upward" (Job v. 6, 7). Eliphaz, the Temanite, spake truly
here, though in the commencement of the preceding chapter he had
proved himself but a sorry comforter. Again, there are trials that are
beyond human help to mitigate, when we shrink even from the sympathy
of friends, feeling it best to be alone with God, knowing that it is He "ho
"maketh sore, and bindeth up." "He woundeth, and His hands make
whole" (Job v. 18). But" days of darkness" do not merely concern
temporal things. Alas! dark indeed, and sad are they, when the light of
God's countenance is obscured, and we " see not the bright light "hich is
in the clouds." Yet we are constrained to acknowledge that the Lord
hath done it. "With clouds He covereth the light; and commandeth it
not to shine by the cloud that cometh betwixt" (Job x=vi. 32;' But
when He who said, "I form the light, and create darkness" says also,
" Let there be light," the" Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in
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His wings;" then shall we find that "no chastening for the present
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby"
(Heb. xii. 11). The Lord tells us by Isaiah (xlv. 19), "I have not spoken
in secret, in a dark place of the earth: I said not unto the seed of J acob,
Seek ye me in vain: I the Lord speak righteousness, I declare things
that are right." This is His plain dealing with His people, a method of
teaching which we are to understand; and, though He most generally
makes use of human instruments, we are ready to cry out with David,
" Let me fall into the hands of God, and not into the hands of men." In
our natural-world our darkest days are the shortest; and what a comfort
to know that whatever we suffer here, is but as a shadow to the substance;
our time of trial is not worthy to be compared to the eternal weight of
glory laid up in heaven for us, when our sun shall no more go down;
neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto us; but the Lord
shall be unto us an everlasting Light, and the days of our mourning shall
be ended. "At evening time there shall be lig·ht." Yes; if not before,
when the last dark day approaches, and the valley of the shadow of death
draws near, the clouds will then soon break, and we shall behold the
dawning of that perfect day, that morning without clouds, where our sun
will never more be overcast, where sorrow and sighing will for ever flee
away, "where there will be fulness of joy, and pleasures at God's right
hand for evermore."
Brethren and sisters in Jesus, let us comfort -ourselves and one another
with the glorious prospect of being" for ever with the Lord."
Since the above was written, reflection has brought possibly to the mind
of the m'iter that dark days are swiftly coming upon the earth-yea, have
they not already come ?-when there shall be" scoffers, walking after their
own lusts," "traitors, heady, highminded lovers of pleasures, more than
lovers of God."
Who that takes notice of passing events in the public journals, but must
be convincingly struck with the truth that the world, instead of becoming
better, is rapidly becoming worse and worse? A short time ago the
writer's heart was saddened to find that the Empress of the French has
almost succeeded in introducing that abominable Spanish amusement,
bull-fighting, into France. It appears to have been Her Imperial
Majesty's wish for some time, but has hitherto been opposed by several
leading men, and the enlightened press of the country. Now, however,
her will has been so far acceded to, that it is thought the Exhibition
of 1867 will be a fitting opportunity to make the experiment.
Is this not going back into the dark ages with railway rapidity? But
how consoling to the Christian to know that when things are come to the
worst, and beyond human power to mend or improve, then Christ
will come and set all things right. He will sever the wicked from the
just, and take unto Himself His kingdom, and reign; then shall "they that
be wise shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many
to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever." With this blessed
prospect before us, "let us gird up the loins of our mind, be sober, and
watch unto prayer." "And what I say unto you, I say unto all, WATCH."
Manchester.
A LITTLE ONE.
Many are being taken in the golden net, but how few-how very feware taken in the Gospel net- William Tiptaft.
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~orns~onbmte.
A PAGE OR TWO FROM ONE OF THE FATHERS.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR BIWTHER,-I send you the" epistle dedicatory" to a commentary
on the Epistle to the Oolossians, by N. Byfield, one of the sweetest expositions I have ever met with. ,Vhat choice spirits there were amongst
our Puritan -forefathers. I have just been looking into Mr. Nichol's
last volumes of reprints, " Gouge on the Hebrews," for fulness and richness surpassing anything I have before seen.
I hope you will treat your readers to this dedication before long, and I
feel sure that they will thank you, and not forget
Your affectionate Brother,
ALFRED HEWLETT, D.D.

~ ..

To the RigM Honoumble EdwMd Lord R2tssell, Erurl of Bedford, and the Lady
Lucy, Countess of Bedford, grace and peace be multiplied, 1cdh increase of all
honour and h(J!jJpiness for ever.

MOST NOBLE LORD, Al,'D MY VERY HOKOURABLE GOOD LlllT,-TLis
epistle to the Oolossians contains an excellent epitome of the doch'ine
expressed in 1lhe rest of the books of the Old and New Testaments, as will
appear by a brief delineation, or adumbration, of the proportion and parts
of that sacred body of truth, paralleled with the several parts of this epistle,
using the benefit of this commentary upon it.
The whole word of God may be divided into two parts: the first concernsfaith, or what we must belidve; the second, lore, or what we must
do. So the apostles divided it, as may appear by the pattern used in thei.r
times, which stood of two parts, faith and lOl:e (2 Till. i. la): and so is
this epistle divided; for in the first two chapters he tells them what they
must believe, and in the last two what they must do.
Now faith looks either upon God or upon the world. In God two thin o
are to be believed: first, the attributes of the Essence; secondly, the trindy
of the Persons. The attributes unfold the nature and properties of God;
such as are, His power, glory, knowledge, and the like; of the power of
God, you may read chap. i. 11, 12; of the glory of God, chap. i. 11 ;
ill. 17; of the knowledge of God, chap. ill. 10.
The Persons are three, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; of the Fath'!r,
chap. i. 2-12; ill. 17; of the Son, chap. i. 2, 13, 15, &c.; of the Holy
Ghost, chap. ii. 19. Thus of God.
In the consideration of the world, faith is taken up especially about the
creation of it, and the government of it. In the creation it views the mighty
workmanship ~f God, making all things of nothing, even the ,err angels,
as well .as men and other creatures. Of the creation, chap. i. 16; of
angels also, both good (chap. ii. 9) and evil (chap. ii. 15).
The government of the world is two ways to be considered: first, in the
general disposing and preservation of all things; secondly, and principally,
faith is taken up about the consideration of the government of men in the
world; of the general providence, chap. i. 16, 17. The providene;e of God
over man may be considered according to his fourfold estate: first, of
innocence, secondly, of corrwption, thirdly, of grace, fourthly, of glo?'y. In the
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state of innocence, faith chiefly beholds and wonders at the glorious image
of God, in which man was created; of this image you may read in chap.
iii. 10, by analogy.
.
In the state of corruption, two things do offer themselves to our doleful
contemplation: first, sin; secondly, punishment of sin. &n is both original
and actual; of origin of sin, chap. ii. 13; of actual sins, chap. ii. 11, 13;
iii. 5, 6; of the punishment of sin, chap. iii. 25; ii. 13 ; iii. 6.
In the state of grace, faith views three things: first, the means of grace;
secondly, the subJect; thirdly, the degrees. The means is either before time
or in time: before time it is the election of God, of which, see lJhap. iii. 12;
in time, th" means chiefly is Christ and the covenant in Him. In Christ
two things are to be considered: His person, and His office. The theory
concerning Christ's person is twofold: first, concerning His two natures;
secondly, concerning His twofold estate in those natures. The natures of
Christ are two, human and divine, joined in the bond of personal union; of
the human nature, chap. i. 22 ; of His divine, chap. i. 15, 16 ; of the union
of both, chap. ii. 9. The state of the person of Christ is twofold: first, of
humiliation; secondly, of exaltation. His humiliation comprehends His incarnatt'on as the antecedent; His obedience to the law of Moses His passion.
Of His incarnation and obedience implied in divers places; of His passion,
chap. i. 14, 20; ii. 14, 15. His exaltation comprehends His resurrection,
aseension, and session at the right hand of God; of His resurrection, chap.
ii. 12; of His sitting at God's right hand, chap. iii. 1. Thus of the
Person of Christ.
The office of Ohrist is to mediate between God and man. The parts are,
fu t, His prophet/cal office; secondly, His priestly ~tJice; thircUy, His regal
office. His prophetic office stands in propounding of doctrine, and making
it effectual by His Spirit. His priestV1j offioe stands in two things: expiation
of sin, and interoession for us to God. His regal office is partly in the govern"
ment of the Church, as the Head thereof, and partly in the subduing the
enemies of God and the Church. Of the treasures of wisdom in Ohrist as
a prophet, chap. ii. 3 ; of the sacrifice of Christ as a Priest, chap. ii. 14 ; of the
headship of Christ over the Church, chap. i. 18; ii. 19. Thus of Ohrist.
The covenant followeth, which is considered both in itself and in the
seals of it. Though the oovenant of works be accidentally a means to drive
us to Ohrist, yet the proper effectual means is the oovenant of grace, which
God hath made with the elect in Christ; this, being recorded in the word
of the Gospel, both in the Old and New Testaments, is the ordinary
means, by the power of Christ, to convert souls to God, by the preaching
of it in the ministry of His servants. Of this, chap. i. 6. The seals of
this covenant are the sacraments both of the Old and New Testaments: of
the Old Testament was ci1'oumcision, and the rest (of which chap. ii. 11) of
the New Testament are bCl!ptism, and the Lord's Supper. Of baptism, chap.
ii. 1, 2.
Thus of the means of grace: the subject of true grace is the Ohurch,
the body of Christ united to Him by mystical union. The Church consists of two sorts of men, ministers and people; of the Church in general
with her union with Ohrist, chap. i. 18-20; ii. 9; of ministers and
people, with their duties, chap. i. 25, 28; ii. 1; and in divers other
places.
.
Thus of the su~jects also. The degrees of grace in the third estate are
vocation, faith, remission of sins, sanctification; of vocation, chap. iii. 15;
of faith, chap.). 4, 23; ii. 12; d remission of sins, chap. i. 14; ii. 13 ;
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of sanctification in both parts, both mortification, chap. iii. 5-8, and
vivification, chap. ii. 13; iii. 10. Thus of the state of grace.
The fourth and last estate of man is the estate of gl01'y" which stands of
. three degrees: First, resurrection,. secondly, the last judgment,. and
thirdly, life eternal. Of resurrection, chap. i. 18; of the last judgment and
eternal g'1ory, chap. iii.4. And thus of the first part of the pattern of IdlOlesome words, and that is faith. Now followeth the secon~, and that is lore.
Love comprehends all the duties we owe to God and man, as being the
bond of perfection, which ties tog-ether all holy services. Love mus be
considered both in the arlfuncts and in the sorts of it.
The a,{{juncts are constancy, wisdom, seal, care to avoid offences, and the like
of love in general, chap. i. 4; ii. 2; iii. 14. Of constancy, chap. ii. 6 ;
of zeal, chap. iv. 13; of wisdom and care to avoid offences, chap. i,. 5.
Thus of the adjuncts.
The sorts of works comprehended under love are two: chiefly, fu'st, !torh
of worship,. secondly, works of virtue. The works of worship are either
internal only, or external and internal also. The internal are the acknolcledging of God, the love of God, the fear of God, the t1'ust or hope in God, and,
which floweth from thence, patience.
Of the ackno"ledging of God,
chap. i. 9, 10; of the love of God, chap. i. 8; of the fear of God, chap. iii.
22; of the hope in God, chap. i. 5; of patience, chap. i. 11. The "orks
of worship that are both external and internal, are pl·aye,. and tllanhgicing
of prayer, chap. iv. 2, 3; of thanksgiving, chap. iii. 17. Thus of works
of worship.
.
Works of virtue either concern ourselves or others. The works that
concern ourselves are chiefly two: the study of heavenly things, and temperance. Temperance contains chastity and sobriety in the use of all sorts
of earthly things. Of the study of heavenly things, chap. iii. 1, 2; of
chastity, chap. iii. 5; of sobriety, chap. iii. 2. Thus of m·tue that concerns oill'selves.
Works of virtue towards others are chiefly nine. Mercy, courffsy,
humility, meekness, longsujJering, clemency, peaceablmess, thanl.fulMs., and
Justice: of the first eight of these, chap. iii. 12-16. Now Justice is either
public or private. Public Justice is in the magistrates', of which chap. ii.
5; private justice is either commutative, in bargaining; or distributire, in
giving that which is right to everyone, according to his degree; and so
distributive justice is either civil or economical. Private justice in Gm
conversation with men abroad is either to magistrates (of which chap, i.
5), or to all men; and so consists of truth and faithfulness, "ith sincf'ri'y
and observance. Economical justice is that which concerns the hou::ehold ;
and so contains the duties of husbands and wives, children and parents,
servants and masters: of which chap. iii. 18, to the end, with chap. i,. 1.
Thus also of love.
Thus have I showed the excellent completeness of this worthy >.::cripture; it remains that I declare some of the reasons that have emboldened
me to make choice of your honours' names for the dedication of my exposition
upon this Scripture. Three things, swaying godly men in like case, have
compelled me-protection, observance, and thankfulness-the preaching of
this doctrine, as, by the mercy of God, it wrought abundant consolation
and comfortable reformation in many hearers, so did it seldom rest fr0m
the assaults and calumnies, which, one while profaneness, another "hile
envy, poured out upon it. Great cause there is therefore that it coming
out now to a more public view should seek shelter; and of whom should
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I seek it or hope for it sooner, than of your honours, who are pleased by
your daily countenance to assure me a just patronage? For the second,
to omit the high reputation which the religious eminence of both yeur
ancestors hath set your honours in, and the praises of many singular
endowments and gifts, in which you do worthily excel: there are two
things which your honours daily win a great increase of observance; the
one is piety towards God, the other mercy toward the poor. The loins
of the poor daily bless your honours, and their mouths daily pray for
you.
Your piety is many ways expressed: to omit many undoubted proofs
of it, your lordships hath much confirmed the possession of your religious
disposition by your daily and affectionate respect of the word of God, and
prayer in private, since the Lord hath made you less able to resort more
frequently to the public assemblies. And, madam, what thanks can we
ever sufficiently give unto God for that rare and worthy example with
which your ladyship doth encourage and comfort the hearts of many, in
your .care of God's Sabbaths, and in your never-failing attendance upon
the ordinance of God, with the congregation, morning and evening, not
only in your own person, but with your whole family? For the third, I
do ingenuously profess before God and men that I hold my obligation to
-your honours in the just d.ebt of service and. gratituue to be so great, as
the labour here employed is no way answerable to a meet discharge, no,
though it had been taken only for your honours' use; for, to omit the debt
which I am in for a great -part of my maintenance, and. that singular
encouragement I reap daily in your honours' respect of my ministry, what
thanks can ever be sufficient, or what service can ever be enough for
that incomparable benefit, the clearing of my reputation from the unjust
asperSlOns of my adversaries, and that by the mouth and pen of the Lord's
anointed, my most dread sovereign, whom tJ,e God of heaven with all abundance of royal and divine blessings recompense in all earthly felicity and
eternal glory? And the same God of peace and Father of mercies sanctify
your honours wholly, that your whole spirits and souls and bodies may
be preserved blameless to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; "faithful
is He that hath called you, who also will do it." And I doubt not but
God that hath enriched your honours with the true grace that is in Christ
Jesus, will daily win unto you increase of honour from your perseverance
in well-doing: so as thanksgiving for your sakes shall be abundantly
given by many. Thus, in most humble manner craving your honours'
acceptance and patronage of this work, I end, and shall rejoice to remain,
Your honours' Chaplain to be commanded in allwaie,
N. BYFIELD.

A CLOUD m;SPELLED.
To G. C., BU1·Y.
Suvile Row, London.

My DEAR SIR,-I have been wishing for weeks to send a few lines to you
to thank you for your kindness in writing a few words on one of the little
books I sent for, "Ebbing Moments." Next to the desire of my heart to be
looked upon in mercy by the Lord Jesus Christ as one of His redeemed
ones, I desire and value the kind regards and prayerful remembrance of
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His manifested children; and often have your written words in " Wayside
Notes" and other papers touched my too hard heart, and made me long
that your God might be my God, and your Teacher my Teacher, in this
. trying world. I believe that some years ago I passed through much distress of soul on account of sin, whirlh I felt to be a burden too hea,y to
bear; then, after months of weariness, I heard the good news that salvation was accomplished for all those given to Christ, and such "ere made
to feel their sins; in fact, my case was described in a little church at Do,er
from these words, "I will be to them a Father, and they shall be to me as
sons: for I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and
iniquities I will remember no more." I believed the work "as done £')1'
me. I rejoiced in that new covenant, so unlike the covenant of l['OI'k, I
had been trying in vain to fulfil. I entered into rest. I blessed God for
showing mercy to one so vile, and I had true intercourse with Jesus a5 a
Friend who loveth at all times. But now how things are cbanged. I am
cold, and hard, and dark, and unfeeling; even sin does not seem so
dreadful as it once did. I doubt almost everything, but that I am a poor
sinner witb no hope but in God's mercy, and that I must die. Ho" can
I meet death, unless Jesus appears for me? It is sometimes a li tle comfort to me to reflect that my feelings, both of sorro" and jo;. in 1 54 and
1855 must have been j'eal, and from another source than self; for I ha,e
no more power to produce the same feelings now, than I ha,e to create a
world. I know those given to Jesus are safe, and know if I am His, He
will appear again, and my heart will rejoice; but in my darkness I question if I ever saw Him, and in my hardness if I ever felt Him. I shall
weary you, dear sir, but I believe you will forgive me if I am intruding
too much. I thought it so kind of you to "regard me kindly, and send
best wishes;" it seemed to touch my heart a little, for I can no mOl:e help
loving God's children than I can help breathing, althollgh I sometimes
feel very jealous of them. Excuse all, kind sir, and "hen admitted to
E. J.
Court, remember a poor sinner, by name
My DEAR DISTRESSED SISTER IN CHRIsr,-I ask permission to answer
your letter through the medium of the Gospel Magazine, because I ha,e
received so many breathings of a similar character-love once, coldness
now; light once, darkness now; liberty once, depression now. 'Tis the
old tale, dear friend; so depend upon it, "There hath no temptation o,ertaken you but such as is common" to every living member of the famil; of
Christ: and a covenant God who" is faithful will not suffer you to be
tempted abov:e that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a
way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it." We often on our pilgrimage lose for awhile the comforting sense of the Divine fa,our and
presence, and ask,Why has this darkness and deadness come over us? Read
the history of any or all of God's worthies who have gone before, and you
will find exclamations and experience of precisely the same character-pa5
joys followed by gloomy doubts, past sunshine succeeded by dreary clouds;
past communion changed into wretched departures of heart from the
Lord.
You have it all, dear friend, in the 16th chapter of Ezekiel. There is the
Church of Christ described under the figure of a babe lying in its own
pollution in the open field of unregeneracy ; Jesus passes by, arid utters the
sovereign word, " Live "-and where the word of a King is, there is po"er.
The child lives, multiplies, waxes great, is decked with beautiful orna-
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ments, and her renown goes forth, for she was perfect through the comeliness which the Lord God had put upon her; and yet after all this, there
follows forty-four verses describing her wretched departures of heart from
Him who had done so much for her. And is she cut off fOT all this? Oh,
no ! read the 60th verse. "Nevertheless"-blessed nevertheless !-" I will
remember my covenant with thee in the days of thy youth, and I will
establish unto thee an everlasting covenant." Ponder well, dear friend,
that wondrous chapter.
And now there is a singular thing in counexion with your note, which I
must mention, because I believe it is of the Lord. Some little time back,
I received a religious paper from an unknown correspondent in America.
Between the sheets of that paper I found a little leaflet of a striking character, which I put between the leaves of my Bible, with the impression
that it was sent for a purpose, and had a mission. Strange to say, when
I received your letter, I said directly, "That leaflet is for' E. J.,' it just
fits her case." It is as follows : " A faithful minister of Christ one day overtook an aged saint, who, in
reply to a question regarding his welfare, said: 'I know not how it is,
but I have been much disquieted of late. It is now nearly sixty years
since the Lord Jesus found me in my sins and spoke peace to my soul ;
and I had then such unquestioning repose in His love, such assurance of
hope, and such joy in believing, that it seemed heaven begun on earth.
But now, such darkness has come over me, that I am sometimes tempted
to doubt "hether I ever knew Him iu truth, and to think that it was all
a pleasing dream in which I deceived myself.'
" , Xnd the reason of that is,' rejJlied the minister, 'that sixty years
ago, "hen the Lord found you, you knew that you were nothing but a
hell-deserving sinner, you never thought of finding any good in yourself;
but you looked away from sinful self to Christ, and you found all that you
needed in Him. You were satisfied with His finished work; His blood
spoke peace to you. You saw Him as made unto you God's wisdom, even
righteousness and sanctification and redemption. You desired nothing
more; there was nothing more you could desire. But now you are beginning to say with yourself, "If I am a child of God"-and there is
darkness in that if-" if I have been a subject of divine grace for sixty
years, then surely there ought to be abundant fruit to His praise, and
great spiritual attainments." And you have turned away from Christ, to
seek satisfaction in your life or in your own heart, and all is darkness; for
the earth does not become a lUlninous body, however long and clearly the
sun may shine upon it. The Lord is dealing mercifully with you, and will
not permit you to find rest in self. He will have you turn again to Christ as
full as ever-and will have you end where you began; rejoicing in Christ
Jesus, and having no confidence in the flesh; at the end as at the beginning, a sinner saved by grace.'
" A cloud was lifted from that venerable countenance as the old man
stood for a few moments wrapped in thought, and then exclaimed:
'Thank God! you have hit the mark. Christ is all-Christ is all
to me.'
" May the same grace which caused the light to break through that
cloud, bless this record of the incident to some other saint travelling in
darkness, because turning away from THE LIGHT."
Now, dear friend, we sincerely join in this prayer. Cheer up. Jesus
suffers our faith to fail, that we may cling the more closely to Him. He

94

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

[February 1,1867.

will dispel the cloud of distress in His own best and right time. You are
safe enough in His hands, and depend upon it
" Deliverance comes most bright and blest
At danger's darkest hour,
And man;s extremity is best
To prove almighty power."
Feeling assured you will one day writ~ to me of returning joy and peace
of soul,
I remam,
Your fellow-traveller along the same chequered Fath"ay,
Bury St. Edmunds.
G. C.

RAILWAY PENOILLINGS.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magctzine.

SIR,-I am writing this, as I sit in a third-class calTiage, tra,elling
towards Birmingham. I love to travel third-class, for there I often find
the most congenial society. ViThen I left home, my daughte~ put in my
bag some tracts and a few back numbers of Old JonatlwlI, and, half an
hour ago, I distributed the latter amongst my fello"-passengers. One of
them contained some remarks by you on "Sabbath Postal Delivery," and,
a " Plea for the Postman" was soon manifested amongst us. Then the
discussion turned on Sabbath desecration and Sabbath laboUT, and one
of the company said that he was a gunsmith, and had just come from
Enfield, where he and two thousand others had been employed night and
day-week days and Sundays-in altering army rifles, from muzzle-loaders
to breech-loaclers. I asked him how long he had been thus employed. He
could not remember exactly, but thought, perhaps, about t"el,e "eeks.
General Peel hacllately IITitten to say, that if any of the "orkmen objec ed
to work on the Sunday, they \\ere not to be discharged for thus refusing;
but he tendered his thanks to those who did work on the Lord's-day:
This, sir, may be called liberal in the present day, and perhaps it is so;
but of what kind of liberality? General Peel, on behalf of Her Majesty's
Government, informs her servants that if they like to honour the Sabbath,
and the God of the Sabbath, they shall not be harmed for so doing; bu
he thanks those who have the temerity to fly in the face of their Orea or,
their God, and their Judge, and desecrate the Lord's-day by working on
it. I would have more confidence, sir, in the British army, with their
weapons of half-a-century ago, than with the best appliances of modern
warfare, if those must be prepared on the Sabbath-day. Thus I spoke
to my fellow-travellers, and then I called to their remembrance that scene
in the annals of our country, when the English army, reduced by disease
and death to 10,000 men, were about to enter into deadly conflict "ith an
army of 90,000, they knelt together on the eve of the battle, and the
God of heaven heard their cry, and caused a fierce storm of rain and
sleet to drive in the faces ofthe foemen, so that the little band of Englishmen gained a glorious victory. And then I reminded them of the "ar
in the Orimea, and of a noble ship sent forth from England, full of mnter
stores and comforts for our poor soldiers, and how, through a mere inadvertence, the ship was lost, and our men perished through the cold by
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thousands in the trenches. And in a conflict during the late PrussoAustrian war, what helped materially to ensure the victory to the former,
but a misty rain which fell upon the Austrian army, and enveloped that
army in the smoke of their artillery, thus enabling the Prussians to come
upon them suddenly in their rear, and throw them into utter confusion?
These things, sir, do not come by CHANCE. There is One" who ruleth in the
armies of heaven and amongst the inhabitants of the earth, whose hand
none can stay, and of whom none may ask, What doest Thou?" \Vell
would it be for our country, if our rulers could only believe that, as "the
race is not to the swift, so the battle £s not to the strong," and that, as a
trivial event may in a moment turn the destiny of the day, it would be
far better to honour the Lord and His Sabbath, and rest upon HIS
protecting care, than to depend upon breech-loading rifles, manufactured
on the Sabbath in defiance of His command. I watched the progress of
the building of the Great Eastern steamship, and, from the newspapers, I
learnt that during her construction (and especially her launching) the
Sabbath was entirely disregarded; and what was the history of her first
eight years but a catalogue of misadventures, entailing ruin upon her
owners? But mark a change in the scene! The' Great Eastern was to
carry the Atlantic cable. Was the voice of boasting heard-the sound of
triumph in the assured anticipation of success? No; but the voice of
prayer was heard. They who were engaged in the project were not
ashamed to be seen at a prayer meeting. And prayer was heard, and the
storms of Heaven were stayed, and the ship rode in triumph on the placid
waters, and, before our expectations were hardly awakened, a signal from
the :FAR ,VEST proclaimed that British enterprize had annihilated distance, and that the white cliffs of Albion were in happy communication
with the shores of America.
I bless God, sir, that you were raised up to send forth Old Jonathan.
Often' have I thought of you, as you laboured in the sister isle, with the
curse of the priest upon your head, and the bullet prepared to effect its
malediction; but you were in the Lord's hands, and
" Not a single shaft can hit,
Till the God of love sees fit,"

.•

..

Thus were you preserved, and thus did these few old numbers of Jonathan
stir up, in a railway carriage, a conversation which may, perhaps, never be
forgotten in time or in eternity. WHO my fellow-travellers were, "the day
w£ll declare;" we shall, perhaps, never again meet in time; but-may the
record be on high. We closed our conversation, and I then made my
pencillings, and informed my companions that they may, perhaps, see
them in your January number of Jonathan. They expressed their intention of looking for them, and we parted.
Mr. Editor, yours in covenant bonds,
Kennet.
J. F. P.
LETTER FROM THE LATE REV. G. D. DOUDNEY.
TO MR. P--, RENNET.
Plymouth, 20th November, 1861.

My DEAR SIR,-I have been so bustled about ever since I was with you,
that I have not been able to send you the result of my application to - - .
~
\
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I explained the circumstances to him, but he is not a fighting man, I
think, not so much so as I am. He shrinks from controversy. He said
if he were to enter into such matters. he should be always in hot water.
. He therefore declined to enter upon it. You and he are very differently
constituted; you evidently like a good stand-up fight in a good cause, and
right dashingly can you cudgel your antagonist, as is evident in the paper
you published. It is first-rate, especially as coming from a layman. It
is just that sort of thing we want in these days of Popish and infidel
cunning. I know most of our sleek-haired gentry would caU you a firebrand. Be it so. I should like to multiply you a thousandfold, and then
do by you as Samson did by his fire-brands: I would tie you up between
a Puseyite fox on one side, and an infidel fox on the other, and then set
you a running; and if you did not m-ake a blaze in the fields of the lying
Philistines of our truth-despising day, I am very much mistaken.
As to the letter of Mr. - - , it is quite clear he is not of the oldfashioned John Berridge school; nor would Lady Huntingdon ha,e
suffered such a tissue of absurd lies to be issued under her sane 'on, as
those contained in "The Crown of Life." The fact is, they- lie because
they know not the truth, and chiefly because they kno" not the fu: great
fact, that man by nature is DEAD, and that until he is born from abo,ecreated in Christ Jesus-made a new creatme-he has no spiritual faculties by which he can receive, and grow in spiritual knOldedge. _-1.. dead
professor, however clever or learned he may be, cannot understand this;
but thinks the Gospel is a system or science presented to the mind to be
understood, received, and adopted, like a mere system of morals. The
first spiritual act the Holy Ghost perform:; upon a poor dead, deceived
sinner is, at one blow, to smash all these his vain fancies to l)ieces; He
strips him of his tinselled rags; blows up all his refuges of lies, and lays
him in the dust, a poor condemned criminal. This was the "ay- Paul
learned his Gospel, and this is God's "ay still. What abominable cheas
are all men's fine zealous schemes for the conversion of the million5. "hen
viewed in God's light by one who, through the po"er of the Spirit. has
had his fancied comeliness turned into corruptions! "You hath He
quickened [made alive], who were dead in sin." That dear blind old
lady you took me to see knows what the life and power of God is. The
husk of religion, which can be compassed by reason, which stands merely
in forms and doctrines, will not satisfy the living desires of her needy soul.
She hungers after the true bread of life. She wants to be what she is no
in herself. What is it ? Conformed to the righteous image of Christ.
This is hungering after righteousness; and Jesus said, "Blessed are y-e
that hunger: for ye shall be filled." That dear old soul made a deep impression upon my heart. I am often with her in spirit. I promised to
send something for her to read, which I purpose doing by this pos , as
also a Greek book for your dear kind daughter. We often think of you
in your nicely-ordered household, and doubt not the Lord will bless y-ou
all-not-that you will be free from the daily cross; and sometimes, "hen
He is about to bestow a special blessing, He will bring it to you in a ,ery
dark storm-cloud; but" He maketh the clouds His chariot",," "hen He
carries special blessings to His people.
Ever affectionately yours,

G. D. Doun::-'L:Y.
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RETRAOINGS OF LOVE AND MERCY.
To the Editor of the Grspel Magazine.

My DEAR BROTHER IN JESUS,- I have thought it may not be uninteresting to some friends who take an interest in your work here, and did likewise in that in which you were engaged in Ireland, to hear of the marked
contrast between the two. There, I must acknowledge, you had some
loving hearts around you, who drank in of the living stream that you
were privileged to dispense among them; and I well know they were really
grieved that, you were removed from them; but a larger sphere of usefulness was opened before you; and, though you left the one unconscious
of the other, yet the Lord's direction was manifestly in it, and I know
your heart will respond, when I say, the promise of our faithful God to you
on the morning you left Bonmahon, " There shall be showers of blessings,"
has not failed; but the language of your heart is, "Good is the word of
the Lord." I have felt more especially led to advert to the two positions,
in contrasting the midnight service we were wont fully to enjoy there, when
the Infant schoolroom was filled with attentive listeners, your own immediate flock, and many Romanists, including some connected with your
various schools, which were not in the habit of attending your ministrations at any other time. Being privileged to be with you at the service
in your church closing the last and opening this year, I could not
but exclaim, "What hath God wrought?" to see and hear that mass of
people attentively listening to and joining in our valued liturgical service,
and singing those sweet hymns, then so appropriate-Cl 0 God, our help
in ages past;" "Oome ye siuners, poor and wretched;" "All hail the
power of Jesus' name;" which did seem to be sung with the heart and
understanding by many. I must say I was particularly struck on coming
out of the church to see the number of the working class that had united,
and my sincere desire was, that their hearts, as well as many others', might
have been affected, and their thoughts fixed on the fervent petitions you
offered for the unconverted. It was truly a solemn silence of prayer as
the change of time passed; and then for all to rise and sing that hymn
which could not, if sincerely sung, be in vain" Guide, us, 0 Thou great J ehovah,"
reminding us that our lives are in His hand, and, while so many on the
right and on the left are taken away, it behoves us who are still pilgrims
here, to wait continually upon Him, to show us His mind, that we may
know His orderings for us. That is an important precept in Prov. =iii.
26, "My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways,"
which, though often mysterious to us, are all in wisdom and love; and
well do we prove the truth of it, though our fleshly feelings at times would
have it otherwise; but, blessed be our God, He will not leave His own
blood-bought ones to themselves, but will fulfil His own precious promisE',
" I will instruct thee, and teach thee in the way thou shalt go; I will
guide thee with mine eye." As you were speaking from these sweet
words last Lord's-day evening, I must say I was troubled to keep silence;
for truly my spirit was stirred to mention His lovingkindness, who, seventeen-and-a-halfyears since, gave me this word of comfort and encouragement in starting on a new path; and well I can say, He has never failed,
but has indeed guided and kept me to this very hour. And can I mistrust Him
I
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for the fature? I clare not. Not only that promise, but others that have
been specially given me by Himself, He has led you to petition for since
this year has opened; and all seem to encourage faith and hope in His
. immutable love.
.
I have been a little digressing from what I started upon, but writing, I
trust, no other than the Spirit dictates; and all I can say that is of His
love to me, I desire to name solely to His.glory, in, I trust, the same spirit
in.which the Psalmist said, "Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I
will declare what He hath done for my soul;" or, as the prophet Malachi
adverts to, the speaking" often one to another" (chap. iii. 16). That I
remember was the text you preached from, the first time I heard you, in
St. Luke's, on a Thursday evening; and well I thoug'ht it "as lIe sung
at the opening of the service the hymn, "For mercies countless as tho
sand." My feelings at that time I cannot describe, in contrasting the
church at Bonmahon, seating 100 persons, and this, 1,400. Well indeed
may your motto be, "Is any thing too hard for the Lord?" knolliu2;
what He has wrought, and persuaded that the past of His mercies are
eal'llests for the future. You feel you have a loving congregation aro=d
you, and well may you be encouraged to speak fearlessly and boldly the
precious doctrines of our holy faith, keeping in view the lUlitedand yet separate work of one Triune J ehovah, in theiT distinct characters of Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost. May He who has thus far led you on, and gi,en you
"seals to your ministry, and souls for your hire," keep you clear in the
truth, and add many more, as your crown of rejoicing, when 1 Thess. iv.
13-18, shall come to pass, and" we shall see Him as He is, and be like
Him."
Having made a reference to your residence at Bonmahon, I cannot
refrain from remarking how wonderful the Lord's hand has been manifest
in overthrowing the devices of Satan against you there, by sholling how
powerless is the arm of man against His servants-scattering their enemies,
while He permits occasional intercourse "ith friends. How stTiking has
been the protection of the Lord in one special instance! It will no doubt
be in the recollection of many, that two of the Protestant coast-guards from
Bonmahon entered into rest in the Crimea; one of them leaTing a widoll
and three children, of whom I have not heard any tidings of late; bu 118
had to praise God on behalf of this, that the widow's deepest trial pro,ed
her greatest blessing, and that she could say after a while, "The L{)rd
hath done all things well." The other left a widow who could at once
realize she had a never-failing Friend in Him who saith, "Lea,e thy
fatherless children: I will pi'eserve them alive; and let thy widolls tru.'! .
me." She had seven children, and I am sure you and I must feel they
are apparently, to our view, better provided for than if their father
had been spared them. All have been kindly cared for, and educated in
a plain, useful manner; and, with one or two exceptions, are now earning
their own living. The youngest boy, who was in your Infant-s' School, is
about to be apprenticed in a house where two of his brothers ha,e llith
great credit passed their apprenticeship, and are valued by their master.
Thus does our God prove His care for His own; never disappointing any
that trust in Him, but surpassing all their expectations, and giving them
to realize that He is faithfully " the Father of the fatherless, and Judge of
the widow." The Lord took this dear widow to her rest two years since,
and oft had she praised Him for His unbounded goodness to her and her
dear children. In reviewing the past, we must say, "Not one thing hath
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failed of all the Lord hath promised;" and, in looking toward the future,
" Surely goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days of our lives."
Trusting that in the many difficulties by the way, which at times may appear
as mountains, but which He who has all power can level, you may be
enabled to commit entirely to Him, and not bear the burden yourself; and
that this year may be one of special blessing to you and yours, believe
me, my dear brother,
Yours in the bonds of the eternal covenant.
SoutltVille, JanuMy 8, 1867.
M. S. L.
[The allusion of our beloved correspondent to the two coast-guardmen,
has brought to our remembrance two or three facts which, we doubt not,
will be read with interest by many of our readers. Both were indeed men
of God, and most exemplary in their conduct and conversation; and most
remarkable seemed to be the dispensation by which they were both so
suddenly taken away. The hand of our God, however, was in it in a most
striking way, proving how gracious and how tender may be His thoughts
towards us, when we have least apprehension of the same. We never
knew a man to have more love to the house of God than dear Dawes,
one of the men in question. He would say to us, that, after walking
upon the coast all night, and when rousing from his slumbers after his
return from his watch,· what real pleasure it afforded him when, with his
first thoughts on waking, he remembered it was lecture-night. Then, on
the dark wintry night, how glad was he, if on duty, to pace to and fro
opposite the school-house, to listen to the singing the praises of our God;
or, if going on duty, to drop in for his half-hour, and enjoy as much as
he could of the service.
One night is ever memorable to onr mind. He was on duty, and we
walked up and down with him, listening to his expressions of fear and
apprehension as to how he should be able to educate and provide for
his largoe family, upon: his very slender pay. Dear man! little did he
think that the Lord was about so speedily to take him home, and then to
provide for his dear widow and fatherless children, in a way and manner
(as our correspondent has intimated) far, far better than he could have
done, Although the Orimean war was. the means of calling him home, it
was the means also of providing for those he was to leave behind. One
(who for seven years had been our most deadly enemy, on· account
of the truth) was only too glad to send him and his godly companion away
from the station at barely an hour's notice. He intended it for evil, and to
grieve us; but God meant it for good. That man (to whom we have referred
in our leading article for the present month) was a descendant of an honoured
servant of God, and a glorious champion for the truth; but (proving that
gTace is not hereditary) one more hostile to the Gospel could scarcely be
found than this individual. Yet for more than seven years were we called
to suffer in regard to him. By reference to our Bible, we find certain
portions marked in the margin, as applied by the Holy Ghost at special
seasons in respect to this poor unhappy man, such, for example, as Psalm
xxxvii. 12, 13, 34.-36; Psalm xlvi. 7. Now, the way in which the Lord
has literally fulfilled His word has perfectly astounded us. We have, on
each occasion in revisiting our late parish, sought in every way to ascertain where this person is ; but all our efforts have failed. The Lord alone
knows how he has been laid upon our heart to plead for him. We have
often said we would travel a hundred miles, in order to see him, and asI 2
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certain, if possible, his state of mind. Nothing, next to our own dear
flesh and blood, would give us the satisfaction and the joy that the hearing
the Lord had had mercy on this poor man would afford.
There was an incident-and it may be suggestive to mothers-which is
always identified in our mind with the youth to whom our correspondent
refers, as being about to be bound apprentice. We received a hurried
message one day, entreating us to run down (the house being hard by the
parsonage), for poor little Dawes was in a fit, and thought to be dying.
"Get plenty of hot water," we shouted, as we ran off. On entering the
house, we fo~nd the mother and her neighbours in great gTief and consternation. " Let us place him in a bath," we said. This was speedily done,
and meanwhile a blanket was heated, and made ready for his reception.
After being about ten minutes in the bath, he was wrapped up in the
blanket, and all stood watching the dear child with intense anxiety. "He
is dying," said some. "I don't think so," was om' answer; "I believe
he is sweetly sleeping, and that presently he 'will open his eyes." After
about twenty minutes, this came to pass. The little sufferer roused, as if
from a sweet sleep, and looked about him as though nothing had happened.
The mother felt as if the child had been given her from the dead, and
never afterwards ceased to express her gratitude for the means adopted.
This simple circumstance has often impressed us with the conviction, that
anxiety and affection may divest us, in times of emergency, of thought
and self-possession. Few would have supposed that that devoted mother
was a thorough housewife, and an apt and experienced nurse in the case
of others. Dear woman! she has since followed her beloved husband to
"that rest which remaineth for the people of God." We saw her when in
Dublin, about two-and-a-half years ago. With intense gratitude, she spoke
of the goodness and faithfulness of our God. vVe did not see her sons on
that occasion, but our dear wife did. Contrary to the former fears of their
departed father, they were both filling respectable situations in that city,
and held in great esteem by their employers. What an encouraging illustration, therefore, dear reader, is this of those precious ScriptUl'es, " Lea,e
thy fatherless children: I will preserve them alive; and let thy widows
trust in me ;" "A Father of the fatherless, and a Judge of the widows, is
God in His holy habitation." Oh, what a faithful, all-sufficient God i- He!
and yet, alas, alas! how prone are we to doubt and distrust Hinr .-En. ]

MIDNIGHT SERVICES AT ST. LUKE'S, BEDMINSTER.
[The following letter appeared during the past month in the three Bristol
daily, and several other papers. ]
GENTLEMEN,-In proof that mere ritualistic ceremonial, as too much
practised in our day, is not necessary in order to attract and interest an
audience, I beg to state that our usual midnight service, held at the close
of each year, was attended on Monday night by some 1,200 to 1,400
persons. The service lasted for an hour and three-quarters, during which
there was not the semblance of weariness or inattention, even at that
midnight hour. The most profound decorum was observed th..roughout;
and no congregation could have united more heartily in the responses or
in the songs of praise which were presented at the footstool of mercy
upon that very solemn occasion. Responsible as one felt one's position at
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such a service, especially under the circumstances in which, as a Ohurch
and nation, we are at present placed, it was scarcely possible to realise
ought but the most sacred pleasure in ministering at such an hour and to
such an audience. At the same time, it must be plain to every unprejudiced
mind that" simplicity of worship" is far more congenial to the heart of
the true-born Englishman than the mimicry and monkery of Rome, as
practised by men whose sympathies are with that apostate Ohurch, but
who lack the courage and the honesty to follow those who have cast off
their professed allegiance to the Ohurch of England, and gone to their
own place.
Permit me to add, that it was not mere novelty that called together so
goodly a number of people on Monday night last. We have had similar
gatherings for the last five years. As a further proof of the attachment
of the people to the simple and heartfelt services of the Ohurch of
England, I may quote the result of the contents of the boxes (which are
fixed-not held-at the doors) of St. Luke's, for the four years just ended:Years.

1863
1864
1865
1866

Pieces.

£

s.

d.

22,029
178 5 1
20,019
179 16 5~
20,063
208 18 6!
24,003
216 18 8~
I am, Gentlemen, yours faithfully,
D.

A.

DOUDNEY.

TRUST AND WAIT.
WHY should we the sunshine darken, Yet they owe their golden petals,
That illumes our path to-day,
Radiant as from light within,
By the clouds we dread to-morrow- Solely to the God of nature,
Clouds that may not cross our way?
For" they neither toil nor spin."
Hoarding for a far-off morrow
Is the earth.worm's selfish creed;
Thankless for his present plenty,
Martyr to a fancied need.

He who tends the flower so fondly,
" Hears the ravens when they cry,"
A listless ear will never turn
To man in his extremity!

He, by whose unceasing bounty
Ev'ry living thing is fed,
Teacheth us to pray for, simply,
Day by day" our daily bread."

Wherefore then so faithless, doubting,
Dreading and desponding still ?
Bygone blessings ought to make us
Calmly trust, and wait His will!

Trust and wait, with firm assurance,
These, His promises, are faithful,
That whatever storms assail,
Everlastingly endure,
Always "shall thy bTead be given thee, He who steers our bark, will safely
Guide us through the fiercest gale.
And thy wate?' shall be sure."
Then, although we are not able
Perfectly to comprehend
The course we are constrain'd to follow,
Let us trust Him to the end!
W.B.
[ ••• The above lines were written by a young man, known personally to a dear friend

Learn a lesson from yon lilies,
Mark them, bending to the breeze j
E'en" Solomon, in all his glory,
Was not an-ay'd like one of these."

of our own. The reader cannot but admire the simplicity of the language, as well as the
really poetic mind which thus expressed itself. It is, moreover, satisfactory to know that
the lines are the expression of expe,·ience. The truths they contain were the result of test.
Hence they carry the greater weight and power with them.-ED.J
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THE FREE DISTRIBUTION OF THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE"
AND "OLD JONATHAN."
To the EditOl' of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR SIR,-Although during the past year grants of Old Jonat7wn
have been made to the number of about 50,000, I find there is still n
sufficient quantity on hand to enable me to offer further grants to clergymen, ministers, Sunday-school teachers, &c., who may be desirous of
distributing them. Applications for these grants should be made by
letter to me,' and should state particulars, so that I may know "hat
number to send, and must also give directions respecting conveyance. If
to be sent per post, a penny stamp for every five copies will be needful.
Many of our friends who have had grants, have exerted themselves b
promote the circulation both of Old Jonathan and of the GOSPEL lliGAZIXE,
for which I thank them very heartily. Should any be willing to follow
their example, I shall be happy to forward a copy of each publication to
any number of addJresses that may be sent, provided only that a stamp ue
sent for each address, to cover postage.
I am, dear sir, yours very houly,
W. H. COLLP-i"GRIDGE.
117 to 119, Aldersgate Street, London.

WHAT AILETH THEE?
THE most of our readers are at no loss for an answer to the question that
heads this paper. If each were to tell out their own hearts' tale, "hat
variety of griefs, and cares, and crosses, would be turned up to vie" .
It is a world of sorrow, and we live to prove it; and, as years roll Oll,
the way does not mend. This the godless find out in a greater or le~s
degree. But, say some, "Surely with the child of God it is othermse."
Nay, the believer, from the first breath of spiritual life to his last sio-h,
lives to realize this truth, "In the world ye shall have tribulation." '"
With the first dawn of divine light trouble comes. The world has lost
its charms, and a gap is left in the breast. The sight and sense of Sill
brings with it trouble. Persecution from those without, mostly marks the
pathway of the believer. Old friends fall off, old ties are broken, old
pursuits are relinquished. Practices and opinions, that made up the fahe
religion which gave peace, vanish before the light of truth; and the
young believer stands in the solitude of finding all within wrong, mthout
being able to discern what is right. "They grope for the "all as the
blind." What aileth thee? J?lay be asked. But souls thus led can gi,e
no clear answer to the questlOn; they only know by heart-feelino- they
want to be happy.
'"
v
But there is another class who, enlightened by grace, advance a step
further. They feel assured God has had dealings with them in connction
of sin, in showing up the worth of Ohrist, in speaking a kind "ord no"
and then to their soul, in providential answers to prayer; but all this
availeth nothing, for they want to enjoy the testimony recorded by one of
old, "Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation." The remedy they "ant for
all they feel and ~ear, is a sight of 04rist. Their cry is, "Say unto my
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soul, I am thy salvation." Here no evidences avail, no creature-work
can profit. A blameless life, occasional enjoyments, the light of truth,
comfort obtained from various sources, all go for nothing in the way of
internal satisfaction. Many who are yearning for a closer walk with
God, look with amazement on such when they express doubts as to their
own state, and fears about the end. But the evidences that are plain to
others afford no evidence to ourselves; and the testimony that puts doubts
and fears aside, and completely satisfies the soul, is no evidence to others.
Said the Lord to His disciples, "My peace I give unto you: not as the
world givetb. give I unto you." This touches the point; the world gets
first, and then gives. Not so Jesus; He gives, and then gets: and He
tells us the way in which this is effected; "When He, the Spirit of
Trutlr, is come, He will guide you into all truth: for He shall not speak of
[or from] Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak. He
shall glorify me: for He shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you."
Here we have our Lord's description of His own work in the soul: the
Spirit reveals the Son of God to the sinner, and the faith which is of
divine operation sees the salvation wrought out by Ohrist, and enters into
the peace of the Gospel. Here we trace no prerequisite, no qualification, no conditions, but the sovereign act of a covenant God, disclosing to
the eye of faith the finished work of Jesus Ohrist. This is the spot where
the believer finds rest and peace. Here the eye of faith turns away from
marks and evidences within or without, and gets satisfaction from the
doing, dying, resurrection,. and ascension of the Ohrist of God, the coequal and co-eternal Son, and the everlasting Friend of elect sinners.
, Bur," say some, "how is this to be known? How is all this to be
enjoyed ?" By the sovereign act of the Spirit. It is the Spirit takes of
the things of Ohrist, and shows them to us. It is the Spirit that guides
into all truth. It is the Spirit that enables us to cry, Abba, Father. Itis
the Spirit that helpeth our infirmities. It is the Spirit that beareth
witness with our spirits that we are the children of God. It is the Spirit
that quickeneth. It is the Spirit that glorifies Ohrist; "for He shall
receive of mine, and skew it unto you." And this is the sum and substance,
the history and mystery, of a God-given and heaven-born religion. Until
the Spirit be poured from on high, and the finished work of Ohrist be
revealed to faith as a matter of personal interest, the question, ""What
aileth thee?" will call forth this answer, "I want to know I am a child of
God." After all, it is a great mercy to know where we stand, and to feel
what we need. This gives us our errands to the throne of grace. This
makes us sensible suppliants. This makes us search the word. This
makes us wait upon, and watch for, God.
But the question, "What aileth thee?" may draw forth a long and
dark list of trials, difficulties in providence, a crooked path, a diseased
body, a tormenting cross, trying connexions, sore bereavements, pinching
poverty; these are a few out of many sorrows that mark a wilderness
way. And yet,however conflicting and linked on to second causes, are all
appointed, marked out, and chosen by infinite wisdom and dateless love.
And, furthermore, all laid under tribute to do the believer good; to call
out faith, prayer, patience, submission, communion with God, separation
from the world, union with a suffering church on earth, and yearning~
after the" rest that remaineth for the people of God in heaven." If whatever aileth thee thus works, the cause proceedeth from the Lord. All
that leads to God, comes froill. God; and of the evils deplored, no matter
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what, the word of God declares, "All things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose."
But is there no present balm in Gilead for the wounds of the wilderness? Blessed be God, there is; and so all the Lord's family in all ages
have found: not indeed at all times, as some would have us believe, but
at such times when the Spirit of God takes of the things of Ohrist and
shows them to the soul. Then there is healing for the troubled heart;
the voice of prayer is exchanged for the song of praise; and, aB of old,
the revived, comforted Israel of God can say, "When the Lord turned
again the captivity of Zion, we were like unto them that dream; then was
our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing." No more
sighs and tears for that time; no more complaints and lamentations: the
Spirit of God has given the" oil of joy for mourning," the" garments of
praise for the spirit of heaviness." The shining-forth of the Sun of righteousness has changed the aspect of everything around. The yoke is broken
because of the anointing. Orosses are lightened, circumstances take
another hue, and trials that seemed past all endurance are looked at with
submission, or, it may be, contentment. The question, ",Vhat aileth
thee?" if put just then, gets a very different reply to that which sense
and reason would give. Orosses are out of sight when Jesus appears;
sorrows vanish when Jesus speaks; love fills the breast, and praise tunes
the song. The ready answer at such times is, "He doeth all things
well;" "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits."
The remembrance of trial is clean gone, and memory brings up only
:blessings, which call forth gratitude.
'
"What aileth thee?" "Nothing," says the favoured soul; "all I
want is grace and power daily to praise the Lord for all His mercies, and,
in union of spirit with the Psalmist, to say, 'I will bless the Lord at all
times: His praise shall be continually in my mouth. My soul shall
make her boast in the Lord; the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad.
o magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together.'''
L.

OR, WHISPERS FROM THE DYING PILLOWS OF GOD'S SERVaNTS.

.. Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace." -PS!.D! =TIi.3i.

THE LATE MR. ROBERT KENNETH.
THE following sayings of my dear husband, uttered during his illness,
and addressed to different members of his familYJ were taken down at
various times in a little book kept for the purpose; hence their somewhat unconnected and fragmentary style. It should also be mentioned,
in explanation of an incident which may appear strange as the act of a
dying man, that he was not, up to the night of his death, con£ned to his
bed, nor even to his room, as those expressions are usually understood;
but was able, with assistance, to get up or lie down, or to go from room
.to room.
The first occasion on which he said anything that con,eyed the
impression that he regarded his illness as serious, was on Monday,
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November 26, when he said to one of his sons, "I am getting weaker and
weaker; although I have not the joy that some have, and, indeed, I can
scarcely realize God's presence at all, yet I implicitly believe, and trust
in His precious promises." About noon on this day, I was reading to
him part of Psalm cxviii. When I came to verse 17, "I shall not die,
but live," he said, "Reverse that; I want to go to my Father." Some
time after, my daughter read Psalm xl.; when she came to the second
and third verses, he said that "the Lord had brought him to Himself in
his youth in such a decided way, that he could not possibly doubt his
acceptance; but he could scarcely feel the Lord's presence with him."
And then he burst into tears. He said, "He had such a sight of his
unworthiness, that it quite overpowered him; he saw so much sin in those
things for which others commended him, that, were it not for the blood
of Jesus, they alone would condemn him." He truly possessed the
broken and contrite heart-longing to enjoy more of the Lord's presence.
To a Ohristian brother, who called to see him, after speaking of His
blessed hope, he said, "Don't be afraid of the doctrine of election; no
election, no salvation; it is all sovereign grace. Jesus took me just as
He knew me-I am clothed in His righteousness, cleansed in His blood."
Throughout all he had a very thankful spirit. He once remarked,
"How many poor creatures, worse than I, have no alleviation I" His
patience was surprising; though suffering much from exhaustion, there
was not the slightest irritability. Frequently, upon being asked what
sort of a night he had passed, he would reply, "Much to be thankful
for." He often repeated, "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul!" He particularly delighted in having the seventeenth chapter of John, and the
eighth of Romans, read to him. Several hymns, speaking of the blood
of Ohrist, gave him great comfort; but he showed a decided preference
for the word of God.
On another occasion he said, "All the covenant mercies are mine:
" , On Ohrist, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.' "
A few days afterwards he said to his medical attendant, " Doctor, what
a mercy to be one with Ohrist-happy living, and safe dying. He is a
Rock." He rejoiced in his perfect acceptance, and frequently said,
"Who forgiveth all thine iniquities-all, all, not one left out." To his
pastor he said, "The I.Jord is very gracious to me; as John Rees once
said, 'Not a dog is allowed to bark at me.'" Soon after, he said to me,
I ' Satan says, 'You have done so-and-so for such an one;' I say, , Miserable
comforter, I desire to hate righteous self more than sinful self,' but'Th!lre is a fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Immanuel's veins.'
I was thinking in the night that,
" , Though a sinner, I am safe,
He pleads, before the throne,
His life and death on my behalf,
And calls my sins His own.
t<

*

*

*

*

*

But since my Saviour stands between,
In garments dyed in blood;
'Tis He, instead of me, is seen,
When I draw near to God.'''
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On Saturday, December 1st, he said to a Ohristian brother, whom he
had known many years, "He is of one mind, and none can turn Him."
His friend replied, "You were always very fond of these truths;" to
which he replied, "Oh, yes; and they are my great comfort now." On
this day a consultation of his physicians was held. Their opinion was most
unfavourable; but he manifested no desire to ascertain that opinion until
the next morning, when he said, "I am getting weaker every day; I
suppose they do not give any hope of my ultimate recovery?" I told
him that they did not give the slightest hope; he replied, "The Lord
does all things well;" then calmly walked into the adjoining room, and
appeared to be engaged in silent prayer. He then called me and his children,
and asked me to pray; when I had concluded, he appropriately commended
me and my children, together with his widowed sister, to the care of his
heavenly Father. While praying for those who were not :ret brought
in, he was affected to tears; and pleaded most earnestly mth the Lord
on their behalf. Being much exhausted, he retired to his bed; after resting awhile, he said to one of our daughters, "I used so to dread the idea
of the body being laid in the cold grave, but now it is all gone." Shortly
after, he suddenly whispered,
" '0 glorious hour! 0 blest abode!
I shall be near, and like my Gon,
And sin and sense no more control
The sacred pleasures of the soul.' "
On Wednesday, the 5th, he said, "The enemy sometimes tries to
trouble me; but the receipt is given in full.;' The Lord is very merciful,
and very gracious; what should I do now without a stronghold?" ,V-hen
his medical attendant visited him that morning, he discovered symptoms
which he thought indicated a sudden death. "Gpon being told this, he
inquired very particularly and calmly as to the cause, and in "hat manner
it was likely to happen. His absent chilili'en "ere then sent for. He
spoke suitably to each; affectionately urged upon a married son nenr to
neglect private or family prayer; and, upon his son assuring him that he
valued it much, answered, "You will find it a great safeguard at all
times. ' Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall
direct thy paths.'" To a daughter in a foreign land he desired his dying
love; urging her not to be backward in manifesting the light she had;
but, however feeble it might be, to let it shine to God's glory; and then
desired for her, grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and the
Lord Jesus Ohrist. He then particularly commended me to the Lord,
and said, "The Lord be thine Husband; underneath thee are the e,erlasting arms. He will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." After speaking of other things, he said again, "Thy Maker be thine Husband, e,en
the Lord of hosts." After a few minutes' silence, he said, apparen 1:; in
soliloquy, "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace; for mine
eyes have seen Thy salvation;" and then again, a little time afterwards,
" Open Thou the pearly gates to a poor sinner, vile and base, clothed in
the righteousness . . . . waits to enter in." A little time afterwards he said, "I was in hopes just now that I was going; but not just
yet." Upon the doctor remarking, in the evening, that his pulse was
" 'What a sweet expression, reader! Can you say so? Have you your receipt, signed
in love and blood? Then fear not: all is well.-En.
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better, and that the immediate danger was past, he ex:pressed disappointment, and said, "0 precious Saviour, to take all my sins away! I am
afraid I shall not be with Him just yet."
.
On Thursday, December 6th, he said, "Satan came to me, and said,
'Ho"\) unworthy you have been;' but Ohrist says, 'My blood cleanseth
from all sin.' I should like to go home; but I wish to glorify God." A
day or two afterwards, it was remarked to him, that there would be no
tears in heaven; he replied, "The thought of leaving does not cost me
a single tear; but I should like to shed tears of joy. Bless the Lord, we
have not to. bear our sins." To a Ohristian brother he said, "God put
the first prayer into my heart, and He has kept me until now."
To a young lady and her brother, who were his wards, he spoke very
affectionately, though with great difficulty. He exhorted the youth to
mind little depMtures, and to keep close to Jesus crucified. "Let it be
seen," he said, "that Ohrist dwells in you; let those be your companions
who serve the Lord." Then, repeating and emphasizing his words, he
added, "Attend to the advice I formerly gave you, as to companions and
employment of time." To the sister he said, "What a mercy to have a
Rock to lean upon; to have a Hold, to have a sure Foundation. What should
I do without a hope now? Let Ohrist live in you, and live in Ohrist; let
the '\Vorld see that you are a Ohristian. Do not be taken up with the
paraphernalia of religion. Paul said, 'The life that I now live in the
flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself
for me.' Ohoose your companions from, and only from, those who love the
Lord. Don't be marked as a companion of those who are enemies of the
Lord: as, if you are seen with a thief, you are, of course, thought of as a
thief; so, if you are seen with frivolous companions, you will naturally
be thought light and trifling. Live as a Ohristian-as one who has been
bought by the blood of Ohrist. What a wonderful mercy for Ohrist to
have died for you! Try to live as one who has been bought;by His blood.
Live in Ohrist, by Him, and let Him live in you; don't be satisfied with
merely being a Ohristian, but live as one; and don't be taken up with the
frivolities of life, and all the deceitfulness of the world.";'
On December 9th, he said to one of his daughters, "It is rather
strange, but all through my illness, I have had impressed upon my mind
the words, 'Thou shalt not die, but live, and go up to the house of the
Lord;'1- and last night these words, 'This sickness is not unto death,
uut for the glory of God;' but I can say, the will of the Lord be done.
It is very sweet to have the realization of the love of Jesus; it is blessed
to know that the feet are safe upon the Rock; but it is very sweet to have
Jesus manifest Himself without a cloud between. Of course, one cannot
be a stoic, and not feel leaving one's wife and children; and, were it not
for the sake of the children, I would say, Wife, come to me soon; it cannot be very long before we meet again." I asked him, "Do you think
we shall know each other in heaven?" He answered, "Oh, yes; I shall
be looking for you." Some time after, he said to his daughter, "I think

* What wund advice was this, and especially in such days as those in which we live!
\Ve regard this counsel as given of God, not for the sake merely of her to whom it was
more immediately addressed, but that, through these pages, it might speak far and wide to
many, many who are professedly the followers of Jesus. Oh that these words of this
dying saint may have a tendeney, under God, to their more manifestively "coming out
from the world, being separate, and touching not the unclean thing."-En.
t The text, as given above, is incorrectly quoted, but all through his illness he invariably used the words as I have given them.
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my Father is going to unveil Himself j I have had some sweet glimpses
of His love."
He suffered very much from exhaustion, and was not able to see many
"friends, as it was a great effort for him to speak. On Thursday, December
13th, the morning before his death, he called his daughter, and, after speak.
ing most affectionately to her, he said, "The Lord has taken away the
cloud, bless His holy name. His mercies are for ever new, His lovingkindness is better than life.
" 'Sweet the moments, rich in blessing,
.
Which before the cross I spend.' "
When told how many were praying for him, he replied, "It is ver:- kind,
and I am so unworthy." Throughout the day. he was suffering much,
but did not appear to anticipate such an immediate removal. When told
in the evening that he would soon be in glory, he said, "Sing the soni' of
salvation. Glory be to His holy name! Do you think I am going'? The
Lord is very gracious, and very pitiful, 'His mercy endureth for e,er.'"
Through the whole of this last nig'ht he was much exhausted by constant sickness. At one time he said, "In the midst of it all, I will sing
of the tender mercies-tender mercies of the Lord; it is all peace, lo,e,
andjoy, through Ohrist." He then said, "In case I am not able to speak
to you again, I'will say, Grace, mercy, and peace be with you." After a
pause, "Oh, what must it be to be there?" He then called for his
younger son, and again committed his mother to his care; and after, with
great difficulty of speech, offered up a most fervent prayer on his behalf,
which he ended with the words, "In the name of Jesus Ohrist. Amen,
amen, amen." These were his last words. In two minutes more, he
had passed without a struggle into that heavenly rest for which he had
so longed.
Throughout a Ohristian course of forty-one years, he was a li,ing proof
of the truth of the Divine promise, "Them that honour me, I will honour."
His daily and hourly habit of life was to refer all difficulties- emporal
and spiritual-to a throne of grace; and, at the close of a long and useful
life, he was enabled to bear testimony that God's words were true, and
that He had delivered him out of all his troubles.
During his illness, though suffering so much from exhaustion and resL •
lessness, he was quite free from irritability, and showed the most touchinO'
consideration for those around him. He had the most lowly views of
himself; and, in stating his wishes as to his funeral, &c., directed tha 3,
plain head-stone should be placed above him, with these words only,
which were the expression of his settled hope, graven upon it : " On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand."
[We cannot forward the foregoing to the printer, without adding a "ord.
In the beloved departed, we have lost one for whom we entertained the
very highest esteem and regard. His sweet smile ever re-presents itself
in thinking of him. He was, to our mind, one of the most remarkablygifted men for introducing the one grand theme to strangers, and those
whom he casually met. "Ve much envied him his power in this particular.
He had ever a word for his Master, and seemed perpetually prepared to
turn the conversation into the right channel. His aim evidently "as to
" sow beside all waters." Ooupled with clear views of truth, he "as a
man of singular judgment, prudence, and discretion j a man greatly to
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be looked up to-a man much to be missed in his day and generation.
The withdrawal of such men leaves indeed a blank. Our mercy is, that
our God remains. Jesus still is with us. The Comforter (blessed be His
name!) is to "abide with us for ever." Even Jesus was to withdraw, as
to His bodily presence and manifestation; not so the Spirit. H£s was to
be a permanent abiding. Reader, once again we say, may this callingaway of one and another and another from our midst, tend to rouse us from
our spiritual torpor and lethargy, and speed us on our way heavenward
and homeward, for "here indeed we have no continuing city: this is
not our rest." How soon we may-yea, how speedily we must-follow
those who are gone the way of all flesh) Oh, to be in waiting for the
summons !-En.]

~ ltssing ~btnts.-~ 1\tonfhr~

Jate.

"Can ye not discern the signs of the times? "-MATT. xvi. 3.

month just passed, opening into the new year, affords us few interesting
or important events to notice; peace (with one or two insignificant exceptions)
reigns abroad, and no very remarkable occurrences have happened at home.
We have had a severe specimen of wintry weather, bringing with it great
hardships to many of the poorer classes, and sudden death to an unusually
large number of pleasure-seekers; but this severe weather is undoubtedly a
national blessing; the farmers rejoice in it, because it purifies the air, destroys
troublesome insects, and prepares the ground for the coming crops, thus enhancing their value tenfold; and, whilst it occasions to the poor a large extra
amount of suffering, it enJists in their favour a large extra amount of sympathy, and produces for them extra assistance. We were only very lately
thinking of what a change the climate of our country was undergoing-our
winters of late years having been comparatively so mild, and our summers so
temperate, that the old descriptions of wintry scenes seemed to be becoming
utterly inappropriate; but this winter, so far as it has gone, seems to be
keeping up the ancient character, and to upset the idea of any permanent
climatical change. "While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and
cold and heat," as well as " summer and winter, and day and night shall not
cease." But, with respect to those poor pleasure-seekers, who, by their rashness
and this hard fi.·ost, have met a violent, and, as we should call it, an untimely
end; in one instance as many as forty 'Persons being snddenly cnt oi1-'Why
should this sacrifice of human life be permitted to take place every year,
whilst it might be easily prevented P Let but the ornamental sheets of water
(to 'Which the public are admitted in our metropolis) be reduced a few feet in
depth, and all danger of the recurrence of such a fearful accident as that to
which we have alluded, would be removed. Or, if this expedient cannot be
adopted, let some competent person be appointed to test the ice, and, according
to his opinion as to its strength, let the public be admitted or excluded from
it. Or, better still, why cannot means be adopted of flooding to a few inches
some few level acres of ground, where, in time of fi.·ost, our metropolitan
youth might indulge themselves in the healthy exercise of skating without risk?
How many lives would thus be saved, and anxious fears of relatives removed.
This sad event, however, has doubtless been permitted for some wise and beneficent purpose; an awful but perhaps a kindly warning to the gay, the thoughtless, the unprepared, saying to them, in a voice distinct and solemn, " In the
midst of life we are in death." "Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye
think not, the Son of Man cometh."
We have very recently lost by an accident-we hope onJy temporarily so-
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a portion of our beautiful Crystal Palaca at Sydenham. Notwithstanding
every precaution, some part took fire, and, before the flames could be extin·
guished, a considerable portion of the building was destroyed, and a large
amount of damage done. The wonder is, that it was not altogether destroyed;
had it not been for several favourable circumstances, and the most energetic
exertions, it would most certainly have been. We are very glad that the
greater part of it was spared; we could not regard the destruction of the
Crystal Palace otherwise than as a great national loss. It is, as the news·
papers have recently described it, a building such as the world has nenr seen
before, and of which the world does not possess a duplicate; it is not only a
place of recreation for the people, but a place most peculiarly fitted for their
instruction alld their intellectual improvement. But we consider that this
event teaches two important lessons. It happened on a Sunday, and the
sanctity of that holy day the sbareholders of the Crystal Palace appear de·
termined to violate. Does the destruction of so large a portion of their
property on that day convey no reproof to them? How was it that the fires
for heating the building were on that day kept) burning so fiercely, as to
occasion the accident? As we understand, it was for the benefit of the
shareholders, who are allowed free access to the building on the Sabbath· day.
And we are told that, if the fire had happened on the previous Sunday, large
bodies of men would have been at hand to quench it, as they 'l'er<; then at
work preparing for the Christmas entertainments. What a disgrace to a
Christian land! And, we may add, what a disgrace are the meetings of the
Crystal Palace Company when the Sunday question is brought forward. Instead of considering the question calmly and fairly, every argument in favour
of adhering to the original charter of the Company (which expressly precludes
the admission of the public on the Sabbath) is met with sneers, ridicule,
laughter, and uproar, We cannot see that the opening of the Crystal Palace
on the Sabbath can be anything else than a grievous sin, the deliberate
breaking of one of the most strongly-enforced precepts of God's law: it would
involve the compulsory employment of an immense number of additional
workpeople on that holy day, the running of a large number of extra excursion
trains (far too numerous already); and it ca=ot be pro,ed to be either a 'l'ork
of necessity or a work of mercy.
The other lesson that this destructive event points to, 'We think, is this:
the extremely fragile nature of man's most beautiful and most elaborate
works. In a moment, as it were, notwithstanding the utmost care and caution.
they are swept away, or reduced to a heap of smouldering ashes; the toil of
years, the labour of centuries, the fruits of unwearied industry, genius, and
skill, are irrecoverably destroyed, blasted as corn ere it be grown up. \f e
were forcibly reminded of this when wandering, a few days ago, through that
wonderful collection of treasures and curiosities-the British Museum. A.
wonderful collection indeed it is; we may well as a nation feel proud of it; no
other country possesses, or probably ever has possessed, such an one. \fhat
careful study is represented there-what labours ofmanyminds-whatjoumeys,
researches, industry, skill-what wonders of the natural world-what marvellous wisdom of the great Creator! And yet a single spark, unnoticed for
awhile, and then fanned into a devouring flame, would, in a few short hours,
sweep away all for ever! All earthly things are frail and fleeting; He only is
" the same" whose" years shall have no end."
A most vigorous attack was made last year in Parliament upon the Irish
Church; and in all probability that attack will be very soon renewed with
increased acrimony and determination. We cannot deny that there are many
faults to be found in the Irish Church Establishment, just as there are in
every other human institution; but of this we are fully assured, that, with all
its faults, the Irish Church stands prominently forward as "a light shining in
a dark place," a beacon of God's truth, a staunch bulwark of Protestantism;
and, as such, we should deeply regret to see her weakened or destroyed. She
numbers amongst her sons many highly-gifted, faithful, and courageous men
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-men who are well acquainted with the truth, and who boldly declare it. In
one respect she is far purer than the Church of England (of which she forms
an integral part) ; for, living as she does in the midst of the unmasked abominations of Popery, she has no inclination either to participate in those abominations, or to imitate the ceremonies connected with them. As far as possible, she avoids them. She sees too much of Popery, ever to wish to have any
union with it, or similarity to it. But she has many enemies; political dissenters on the one hand, Roman Catholics on the other: the one hostile to her
because sbe forms a branch-and in theu' opinion a weak branch-of the
National Church; the other from her known dislike to tbe false Church to
which they belong. These enemies do not fail to remember, and to bring forward as frequently and as publicly as possible, her faults, whilst they utterly
ignore her virtues; and they are now evidently uniting their forces for the
purpose of making a most determined attack upon her during the approaching
parliamentary session. We do not fear the result; even if her enemies were
completely victorious-even if she were to be separated from the State, and
stripped of her ancient endowments, we believe that she would come out brightly
from the trial, purified perhaps seven times, and determined to serve her
heavenly Master more faithfully than ever. Some of the late appointments to
the highest positions in the Irish Church have been most admirable ones;
hard-working parochial clergymen, men of genuine piety, ability, and learning,
having been elevated to the episcopal bench. Such, e.g., was the last appointment to the bishopric of Cork. It has been our privilege on two or three
occasions, to listen to the present bisbop's faithful teaching, and we have been
extremely pleased to see the same faithful, simple, and plain teaching continued in a charge wbich he has very recently delivered to the clergy of his
diocese. We venture to give a few brief extracts. After mentioning, with
endent thankfulness, some advances in spiritual things and improvements
in his diocese, the bishop proceeds :" Yet I would by no means have it understood that I am altogether satisfied with our state, or that I mean that there cannot be, and need not be,
and ought not to be, great progress aimed at-great improvement and proficiency, by prayer and labour and study, sought for by us all. ·Wbat cannot
prayer, and labour, and zeal accomplish? And what works and achievements
of undying renown havc not in all ages followed in their noble and glorious
track? What labour· ought we not be ready to undergo, of mind or body,
what effort ought we not readily make, according to the measure of our
strength, considering the vows that are upon us, and the treasure committed
to our trust, that we may worthily set forth the glory of God, and duly set
forward the salvation of man? 'Who is sufficient for these things?' 'Our
sufficiency is of God.' 'As we have received mercy, we faint not.' Peculiar
labour and watchfulness, and effort and grace, are needed in our day, not
only to defend the truth from the assaults of the infidel, but to preserve it
genuine and entirt:, as given to us in Scripture, and handed down from
primitive times. It was recovered for us, by our fathers of happy memory,
at the glorious Reformation, and we owe it to ourselves and to them to transmit it, in all its integrity, simplicity, purity, and grandeur, for the benefit of
those who succeed us, to be prized, we trust, and enjoyed, not only.by them,
but their descendants, from generation to generation, down to the latest time.
Onward, upward, forward, should be our alln; excellency is before us, and
beckons us on." What weighty words are tbe following: "Love to Christ
and love to souls is the magnet that draws all hearts, whether in the mansions
of the rich, or in the cottages of the poor. In the absence of this high and
holy and heavenly passion, the true spring of eloquence and usefulness in tbe
Chm'ch, we see men in these degenerate days, ministers and p~stors of our
Church, as they are called, perverting, not preaching, the Gospel; subverting,
not building up, souls; making very little of Christ and His work, and very
much of themselves and their own. Tbey turn away the minds of men immortal-so far as they can-from the fulness and all·sufficiency of Christ,
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and the gracious work of the Spirit, to beggarly elements of human
device, unknown to pure and early times." H Not music of mass, or dresses
of clergy, or odours, or lights on tables, or airs or attitudes of princes, prelates,
. and priests, has the revelation of God brought to our world, to elevate our
minds and-gladden our souls; but what is great and noble and lofty, suited
and essential-the music of mercy, the glorious Gospel of the blessed God.
The work of Jesus, living and dying, and risen and ascended, and the gracious
work of the Eternal Spirit, in our hearts and lives, are the grand and glorious
subjects of revelation-works of grace and of mercy, and of wondrous love."
"Take heed to the ministry you have received; give yOUl'selves "holly to it :
impart freely to all the treasures of the Gospel committed to your trust; make
yourselves felt in the assemblies of the people, and in the families of the flock.
Nothing that you can do will permanently benefit the people till they are in
Christ, and Christ is in them. One burning, shining light in the pulpit, one
loving, diligent, faithful pastor in the parish-with sound common.sense-mll
be of immeasurably more worth than all the music, and incense, and dresses,
and candles in Christendom; and one solitary truth of the Gospel, brought
home, and driven home to the head or heart, will be infinitely more precious,
and do immeasurably more good, than all the opinions of men, the traditions
of the Church, or the ritualism of the earth. Remember om great Master's
words, "Occupy till I come;" and our great business in life, as ministers of
Christ, surely is to give ourselves to prayer and the ministry of the word.
Qualify not, as some do, God's remedy for sin; adulterate not His message
of mercy to sinful men; give them out honestly and heartily, mthout mix·
ture and without change, as you have received them, and find them in the
word of truth; so shall you be true to the people and faithful to the Master,
, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.' By all the sanctity of religion, by all the worth of the soul, by all the solemnity and awfulness of the
judgment, by all the transcendent excellency of the Gospel, and by all the
authority of your great commission, I charge you take heed to yOUl'selves and
to the doctrine, and to all the flock committed to your trust. Throw yOUl'selves heartily, and with all the power of your nature, into the "ark of the
ministry. God enjoins it, the Church expects it, man requires it, and the
truth deserves it."
In connexion with the Irish Church, we may mention how heartily rejoiced
we have been to hear of the recent appointment to the Regius Profe3sorsbip of
Divinity in the University of Dublin. This Regius Professorship is, as probablyour readers are aware, one of the most important positions in the Dublin
University, conferring upon th!J person:,who holds it almost unlimited influence over the students who are preparing themselves for entrance intO the
Church. We are truly thankful to learn that one has been appointed to thi5
position whose praise is in all the Churches, a most faithful, wise, helo,ed,
and able servant of Christ. Surely we may hope for good fruits from the
youth which are trained by such teachers.
THE London Review states that during the last three months no less than
five clergymen in full Anglican orders, and all belonging to the ultra-High
Ohurch school, have given up their respective livings or curacies, and ha,e
been formally received into the Roman Ohurch. The names of these gentlemen are-Gurdon, who held a living in the county of Norfolk; Do,eDove, formerly curate of St. George's-in-the-East, and latterly cmate of
St. Mary Magdalene's, Munster Square; O'Brien, who was incumbent of
a parish in Wiltshire; Dewar, who was vicar of Market Rasen, in Lincolnshire; and Dawson, who had a curacy in the West of England.
With the exception of the last-named, all these gentlemen have been en
years and upwards clergymen of the Established OhUl'ch.
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