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STREET-GREETINGS; OR, THE BLESSING OF
HUNGER.
"GQOD morning! it's very cold, is it not?"
" It is indeed; very cold."
" How much I feel for the poor at this season! "
"So do I; and, when they come, I can't refuse them a bit of
bread. Hunger is a dreadful thing; but the worst of it is, if I
relieve one, three or four are sure to follow. There was a poor boy
that used to come regularly every Monday; but when I asked him
who he was, and about his parents, he seemed loath to tell me: so he
never came again."
The above few words passed between us, as we for a moment halted
amid the busy throng. As I passed on I mused upon one or two of
the remarks which my friend had made. Said I to myself, "She
says truly, 'hunger is a dreadful thing;' but there is a hunger
which is not dreadful: for my Bible distinctly tells me, ' Blessed are
they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall
be filled.''' I wanted a text; and, as I had searched the word, but
searched in vain for one, I thought I would see what I might pick
up out of doors; I love, moreover, to muse as I walk. And now, in
this unexpected way, my musings began.
First, what is it to hunger and thirst after a thing? It is a longing-a craving-an anxious desire to partake of that which shall
strengthe~.9J' sati~ Now humanly, where there is sickness or
cIiseastl,there is no relish, no appetite, no desire or craving whatever.
A wish for food, in connexion with sickness, is an indication of improvement in the patient, and commonly a first sign of restoration to
health. And, when the appetite thus returns, there can be no contentment or satisfaction until it is responded to. But here there is
oftentimes great disappointmentl inasmuch as when there has been
1!
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the greatest painstaking on the part of others to provide that which
is nice and seemingly most conducive to the wants of the afflicted
one, there is, notwithstanding, a loathing and a turning away from
even the greatest delicacy. Moreover, there may be a craving for
food, and a partaking of it even eagerly and voraciously, but such is
the condition of the patient, that that food affords no nqurishment.
Instead of such an one thriving upon what is thus partaken of, there
is a going back. This bespeaks a very unhealthy and critical state of
things.
I
But now with r~spec~ ~o ~hese matters spiritually, there. is a
I marked and essentIal dIstInctIon. In the first place, there IS no
f.. spiritual taste or appetite whatever in men by nature. It is quite
the reverse. Zion's best and most savoury viands may be set before
) the earthly and the carnal, but there is not the ve.riest wish to par' take of the same. Nay, there is a loathing-a turning away-with
) a su~P!ise and astonishment that any can see aught to satisfy in such
provlslOn.
And in this the total absence of a spiritual appetite consists the
p,;.:esent mercy spoken of; for it distinctly says, "Blessed are they
which do hunger and thirst after righteousness." It does not say,
" Blessed shall be "-future; but" blessed are they." Blessed now;
in a really safe and saved condition now, in their state of hunger and
thirst. Why? Because it is contrary to nature; and because the
Lord-and the Lord alone-can beget that spiritual appetite and
. that spiritual thirst; and because it establishes the fact that there is
life-real spiritual and divine life-which is the very reverse of the
natural or carnal condition: a death in trespasses and sins. Moreover, it is a blessed state even now, although it be that of want and
necessity, and anything but a soul-satisfieq. position. Why? Be-\
cause where the Lord begins He will carry on and accomplish,
according to that sweet Scripture, "Being confident of this veryl
thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you, will perform:
it until the day of Jesus Christ."
Again, the natural falls short of the spiritual, in that, although
there may be u. loathing and a turning away from the food provided
in the former case, such is never the case in the latter. The appetite
and the provision beautifully and blessedly accord one with the other.
Christ the Bread of life, and Christ the Water of life, is the meat and
the drink for all those to whom a spiritual craving and a divine relish
are imparted. The language of all such is, "Give me Christ, or else
I die." Nought else will satisfy; a substitute there can be none. A
counterfeit cannot be. It is Christ, and only Christ, that can subdue
the hunger and quench the thirst of every Spirit-quickened soul;
and infinite is the mercy that such Spirit-quickened ones continue to
hunger and thirst it may be, not merely for months, but even for
years, until the Lord is pleased to say to them-and with the invitation to impart the courage and the power to obey-" Eat, 0 friends;
drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved."
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Now, be the delay whatsoever it may, the result is certain. The
Lord does not reckon either times or seasons as we do. " The vision
is yet for an appointed time," says the prophet Habakkuk, "but at
the end it shall speak, and not tarry; though it tarry, wait for it :
because it will surely come, it will not tarry." What an encouragement should this be to poor waiting souls ! We repeat, the issue is
by no means doubtful, but is as sure as God can make it. :Mark the
language, dear reader, "Blessed are they which do hunger and
thirst after righteousness; for they SHALL-not are, but SHALL be
filled." It must be so; it cannot be otherwise. The Lord willyea, must-fulfil His word. "God is not a man that He should lie,
nor the son of man that he should repent: hath He said, and shall
He not do it? or hath He spoken, and shall He not make it good?"
:Mark, too, the extent of the blessing: "They shall be filled."
" 0 Naphtali, satisfied with favour." ":My people shall .b~_satisfied
with my goodness, saith the Lord." However long a-poor hungry,
thirsty soul may have pined for the blessing, it shall be given at
last; and such shall blessedly realize all that is contained in that
divine exhortation, "Give strong drink unto him that is ready to
perish, and wine unto those that be of heavy hearts. Let him drink,
and forget his poverty, and 1'emember his misery no more." Yea, the
very delay, and all the conflict connected therewith, shall onl.v
enhance the blessing, and fill the partaker with wonder, love, and
praise.
.
When Christ, as the sum and substance of all righteousness, is
thus enjoyed, what a holy satisfaction and inexpressible thankfulness
will possess the partaker, in that he has not been permitted-especially in such delusive times as those in which we live-to turn aside
and to be satisfied with any of the false and treacherous and destructive counterfeits that are got up by the enemy, and presented so
attractively and ensnaringly. Oh, what a mercy to be saved frOm)
this! What a mercy to be kept in the narrow way, though it be in
a panting, fainting, longing, languishing condition! Be it twelve
years with the w.oman having an issue of blood; or eighteen years
with that daughter of Abraham that could in nowise lift up herself;
or even eight-and-thirty years with the poor man at the pool of
Bethesda; better-far better-poor soul, to be in this state of uncertainty and restlessness and dissatisfaction, than to be permitted to
partake of a false Christ, be borne up by a false hope, experience a
false peace, which must inevitably at last (unless the Lord merci.
fully interposes) end in a false rest.
There is another particular in which the natural falls so far short of
the spiritual. In the little incident named at the opening of this
paper, the friend is stated to have said that, if she relieved one, others
were sure to follow; hence it is easy to understand that she hesitated
to relieve, lest she should be overwhelmed with applications. There
is no ground for app:rehension, however, on this head with regard to
Zion's sons and daughters. From the time that Jesus declared the
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parable even until now, His servants have been going forth into the
streets and lanes of the city, bringing in the poor, and the maimed,
and the halt, and the blind; but still it may be said now as then,
" And yet there is room." Yes, blessed be God, the fountain has been
flowing and overflowing from that day to this, and myriads upon
myriads have experienced healing and cure; still it is as full and
as efficacious as ever. The storehouse of mercy, although resorted to
by millions upon millions ten thousand times told, is as inexhaustible
as ever. His" arm is no more shortened that it cannot save, nor is
His ear heavy that it cannot hear," now than of old; and the mercy
is, that the more who come the more others are encouraged to come,
and J ehovah-Jesus glorified in their coming. Oh, how full and how
blessed is the great Gospel invitation to all these hungry and thirsty
ones-as fresh and as full as ever-" Ho, everyone that thirsteth,
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy and
eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without
price;" "And the Spirit and the bride say, Oome; and let him that
heareth say, Oome; and let him that is athirst come; and whosoever
will, let him take the water of life freely." Oh, how cheering and
encouraging is the thought that the heavenly Boaz is saying, even in
these days of spiritual famine, respecting each poor, timid, trembling
gleaner in the Gospel-field, "Let fall some of the handfuls on purpose
for her: and leave them, that she may glean them, and rebuke her
not."
There is another fact, moreover, in which the natural falls so far
short of the spiritual. The little boy who was mentioned as coming
time after time asking aid, came no more when his home and his
parentage were asked after. Ah, dear reader, it would be useless for
you or ourselves to attempt to disguise our parentage or our circumstances. The whole is infinitely better known to the Great Searcher of
hearts than even to ourselves. Humbling as it may be, it is, nevertheless, a fact. What a humiliating description is that given by the
Holy tthost, through the prophet Ezekiel: " Thus said·the Lord God
unto Jerusalem: Thy birth and thy nativity is of the land of Oanaan;
thy father was an Amorite, and thy mother an Hittite . . . .
Thou wast cast out in the open field, to the loathing of thy person, in
the day that thou wast born. And when I passed by thee, and saw
thee polluted in thine own blood, I said unto thee when thou wast in
thy
blood, Live; yea, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood,
{
Live!" The reader will do well to read that marvellous 16th of
Ezekiel. How humbling, yet, at the same time, how encouraging!
What poor sinner need despair after such a declaration of pity, love,
and compassion as that chapter contains? Who dare say he is too
filthy or too fallen? What cannot an Almighty arm accomplish?
" Is there anything too hard for the Lord? "
Dear reader, how sweet are the lines of the blessed poet upon
the subject we have been considering; and what a mercy it is if the
Holy Ghost hath been pleased to show us our poor, lost, and destitute
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condition by nature, and brought us, as so many po::>r, penniless
beggars, to crave for pardoning love and mercy at the feet of Jesus!
THE EDITOR.

St. Luke's, Bedminster, Jan. 4, 1871.
'Twere folly to pretend
I never begged before;
Or if Thou now befriend,
I'll trouble Thee no more:
Thou often hast relieved my pain,
And often I must come again.
Though crumbs are much too good
For such a dog as I ;
No less than children's food
My soul can satisfy:
Oh, do not frown and bid me go,
I must have all Thou canst bestow.
Nor can I willing be
Thy bounty to conceal;
From others who, like me,
Their wants and hunger feel:
I'll tell them of Thy mercy's store,
And try to send a thousand more.

The beggar's usual plea,
Relief from men to gain,
If offered unto Thee,
I know Thou wouldst disdain:
And pleas which move Thy gracious
ear
Are such as men would scorn to hear.
I have no right to say
That, though I now am poor,
Yet once there was a day
When I possessed more:
Thou know'st that from my very birth
I've been the poorest wretch on earth.
Nor can I dare profess,
As beggars often do ;
Though great is my distress,
My faults have been but few:
If Thou shouldst leave my soul to
starve,
It would be what I well deserve.

MILK FOR BABES.
"As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the Word, tltat ye mC1llj grow
thereby. If so be that ye have tasted that the Lord is graciotts."-l PETERii. 3.
"THAT which is born of the. flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit." The fleshly man, only born of the flesh, desires only
earthly things for the flesh; but the spiritual man-the inward, hidden,
new man-born of the Spirit, begins to desire heavenly things-the things
of the Spirit. When a child in nature after the flesh is born, it begins to
breathe the common air for itself; no one can breathe for it, eat for it, or
drink for it. So, when a child of grace is born of the Spirit, and brought
out of the flesh, it begins to breathe for itself in a pure air- the pure air
of the Holy Spirit Of life ~nd love-never to die, never to perish, because
it is a child of God, a new creature: it breathes a new air; no other person
can breathe for it, eat faY it, or drink for it. It must breathe, hunger, thirst,
desire, and taste for itself.
Nevertheless, as babes in nature when born are not capable of expressing
their wants, neither are babes in grace, when born of the Spirit: although
they cry, hunger, and thirst, they cannot utter their wants. But natural
parents know what their children want, therefore they give them the
breast; and, when the' babe has tasted, and hungers again, it desires'more,
and begins to grow thereby. And soon it begins to grow in knowledge of
its parents, by its expressive smiles; anon it begins to lisp out a few words.
And, oh, how pleased the parents are to hear, "Papa," "Mamma!"
"Abba, Father." Then they kiss and embrace the child; and the child
grows in the knowledge and love of its parents. And so it is with the
child of grace born of the Spirit. It grows in love; it " grows in grace and
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ."
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But infants in grace are very weak and ignorant of many things before
their weaning time comes on. The mother's breast is the chief desire and
the chief delight of babes in nature; and so it is with babes in grace.
Nothing quiets a refractory child so soon as its mother's warm and full
breast. Milk from the bottle is all very well in some cases, but nothing
like unto mother's warm breast. So cut-and-dried, hard-studied, skim-milk
sermons, or read sermons, may quiet some people; but hungry, healthy
children do best with milk warm from the breast. Ministers are commanded by the Ohief Shepherd to feed His lambs and His babes with the
eincere milk of the Word in sincerity and truth. And, if they have been
filled with the Spirit and the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of
Ohrist, they will not di-aw out of their pocket a dry, written, cold sermon
for the people, or a penny sermon, bought for the purpose, to be read, or
even if it be one of Spurgeon's sermons. Oh, no; but, as a loving mother
pulls out a full and warm breast for her babe, so a loving warm-hearted
minister of Ohrist opens the warm feeling of his full m-east, and preaches
from the heart to the hearts of those that hear him, from faith to faith;
and babes desiring" the sincere milk of the Word" draw nourishment
and comfort from the word of life, truth, and grace, even as a babe hanging on the breast, or bees when sucking honey from sweet flowers.
Nothing but the sincere milk of the Word from Zion's breast can
"satisfy the desires of a longing soul." I am sure that a tender and loving
mother is sincere in drawing out her full breasts to her child; and surely
a true and loving minister of Jesus Ohrist is sincere in opening his full
breast of loving-kindness to his hearers, and he is as desirous of emptying
the same to his hungry people as they can be in receiving the sincere milk
of the Word. Zion," without money and without price," opens her full
breasts to her hungry and thirsty children, and dandles them on her knees,
" that ye may suck and be satisfied with the breasts of her consolations, milk
out and be delighted with the abu,ndance of her glory" (Isa. lxvi. 11).
" Glorious things are spoken of thee, 0 Zion, city of our God." "God is
in her, she shall not be moved from her foundation." The bliss-creating
presence of God is in her; she is said to be "all glorious within, when
the sun shines more glorious than the mountains of prey," more glorious
than that poor, wicked, environed city of Paris is at this time, with all her
former victories and boasted glory. Shout, ye fellow-citizens of the saints
in fair Zion! " God is in her," she is well provisioned, she is founded on
a Rock; "The gates of hell shall not prevail against her."
I have been on the walls of the city with my lantern and trumpet now
more than forty-four years; and, if my lantern does not shine so brightly
as it did in former years, nor my trumpet give so loud a blast as formerly, I
love the city service still, and hope the King of Glory and the inhabitants
of the city will bear with me, now I am growing old, and feeling the
infirmities of nature, for, indeed, I should like to walk fair Zion's walls so
long as I can stand and make any acceptable noise, and shout, " Watch
ye, stand fast in the faith!" " Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her
palaces, that ye may tell it to the generations to come." For I know
that I must soon be leaving the lower city walls. But, beloved, I do
believe that I shall have a place with you all in the glorious holy city
above, and to see our Prince of Glory face to face, to behold His glory for
evermore. Amen.
A WATCHMAN ON THE WALLS.
Let'ce8ter.
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" The desire ~f ow' soul £s to Thy name, and to the ?'mnembrance of Tllee. W£th
my soul have I desired T/we £n the night."-IsAIAH xxvi. 8, 9.

WITH some few Ohristians it all seems full tide, their springs are abundant, and the flowings of their soul are always rising to high-water mark;
but with many it is often" low water;" they would, but cannot, rise
above hoping and trusting.
Well, "Those feeble desires., 'tis Jesus in§.PllEZ,S," and they are evidences not to be despised. Not that we would encourage never getting beyond a feeble desire, or discourage the copious flowings of the soul
after Ohrist. No. But we are not all constituted alike, and we want, at
this season, to cheer those whose experience is, for the most part, described
by the expression we have used, " lowwatel'," and with this view, our passage
breaks in upon us with peculiar sweetness. You may not know, beloved,
what it is to scud along full sail before the wind-you are so thorOUghl~
ballasted and weighted that it is hard work to get along at all-yet, you
can say, Lord God, Thou knowest that "t~~ ~esi~e.-2-f !U.Y.§Q~-!~.TI!Y.
name, and to the remembrance of Thee;" and wlience such a desire as
nus-? Does it issue from a dead soul? Impossible. The dead praise
not the Lord. No; it is the breathing and palpitation of a living soul.
But, to take just the lowest ebb in this matter:There is, at all events, in this feeble desire, a blessed seeking after Christa feeling after Him, if haply we may find him-an important beginning;
and we are told not to despise the day of small things. The tin stream
has a great struggle to get through the thick clay; still It is a s ream,
which widens and deepens in its onward course. The grain of wheat,
buried in the earth, clad with a garment of snow, scarcely-looKs 'alIVe;
yet it is alive: the germ of vitality is there, and will in due time show
itself in the green and tender blade. The newJy-~orn.babe lies so silent
you can scarcely hear it breathe, yet it has all the functions of life, which
will be developed in due time. So with the little one in Zion; it may be
only a seeking after Olu:ist, a putting forth of a feeble longing, and the
stretching out of the hand of faith, with but little grasping of the thing
desired. Still it is blessed; and·it is not of flesh and blood, but of the
Lord.
But a step further, and an important one, too, namely, that in tMs
desire of the soul after Christ there is regeneration veiled,. for no desire would
be towards Jesus if the new life had not been realized. You may not be
able to tell when this wondrous change was effected-some can, some
cannot; but the desire of the soul proves that it is there as sure as effect
follows cause, and its reality may always be marked by its being accom( panied with self-abasement, self-acquaintance, and self-loathing. And
the confession of one thus influenced will be" 0 Lord, how vile am I,
Unholy and unclean;
How can I dare to venture nigh,
With such a load of sin P
/

Low at Thy feet I bow,Oh pity and forgive;
Here would I lie, and wait till Thou
Shall bid me rise and live!'
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Who told you you we.re vile, unholy and unclean? What made you feel
yourself to be so? Why such an aoknowledgment? Ah, there is life,
and in that life, discovery; "old things have passed away, and all things
become new."
Come, "low water" one, here is sweet consolation for you. Your desire
is after Christ, to the loathing of self and to the longing for Him; let us
tell you, then, upon scriptural grounds, that you possess a new nature, a
life which all the powers of earth and hell cannot destroy: for it is seed
that is incorruptible. And then if regenerated, loved. God's love is at
the bottom of it all. Do you say, Oh can it be possible He loves such a
poor weak thing as me ? The least in the family is often most loved.
The baby of the household is the joy life of the whole. It bears good
also in the household of faith; for Jesus carries the little ones in His
arms, and gently leads those that are heavy burdened. So that, weak
one, if thou canst not get far beyond lisping -the name of Jesus, and
clinging with. fear and trembling to the hem of His garment for support,
thou hast hold of Him and He of thee, and love will never let Him loose
that hold, till He guides you safe into the better land.
But to look a little more closely at the workin.s:s of this desire, note,
It 1'S a genu£ne tles£re.-There is no hypocriSY here. God knows that,
with all one's shortcomings, we can say with unfeigned lips, the desire of
my soul is to ThYllame; it may be t!1lmJiligg, but a trembling faith is
far better than self-confident treading. And the fact that we can appeal
to God as to the genuineness of our desire, may well be a comfort to even
advanced Christians, who are apt sometimes to get into" low water" also.
Beloved, a survey of the road you have trod, with its many turnings
and twistings; the spots of prayer where you wrestled alone with God;
the little nDoks where He broke in upon your soul, and whispered words
of peace and comfort, was it not all real? You could not be deceived
when the result was so blessed. And again, the marked deliveranCe),
when surrounding circumstances threatened to overwhelm; the sweet
communications of His love when in soul anguish and distress, was it not )
all real? Can you not say, I am satisfied there was no deception? And
then your own longing for a returning visit of your best Beloved; your
constant pleadings at the throne to be visited again with the joys of His
salvation. It was real, you were in earnest; and your p~'esent sighings
that it might be with you as in days bygone: and your clingings to and
cravings for Jesus are genuine, and not the actings of an hypocrite.
Again, in saying the desire of my soul is after Thee,
It £s a constant des£re.-It rises many times during the day, even
though the engagements may be heavy and the pressure great;
goings forth after Christ are as natural as the clingings of a little
one to an earthly parent: and we know how with a loving child the
constant inquiry is, "Where's father?" or oftener, "Where's mother?"
and there is a restlessness in their absence. So with the Christian; his
inquiry is, "Saw ye Him whom my soul loveth?" If you take a single
day's experience, duties may have been multiplied, engagements may
have been many; you have little time for anything but their accomplishment, and evening finds you worn out in mind and body: and yet with
it all has there not been a fixed and fervent desire after Christ, if not
some moments of intercourse gained with Him even during the busy
moments of the day? Is it not so? And yet though constant, how often I
with the child of God
J
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It is a crushed desire.-The Ohristian is often surrounded by none that
can sympathize with him in his feelings; no kindred spirits are near to
draw him out, and the exercises of his spul and his desires become
crushed and kept under. Indeed, sometimes those by whom he is surrounded not merely do not enter into his views, but severely oppose him
because of them; but. we are satisfied that the more you oppose a child of
God in his principles, views, life, or anything else, the closer he clings to
Ohrist, and the more he is driven home to the throne of his God. And
then not merely is he marked and misjudged, and often afraid to open
his lips of the things and thoughts that are going on within, on account
of the opposition by the way; but 4.i~wn evil ha, and the infirmities
of his flesh, keep down his desire: the SpirIt is willing, but the flesh is
weak. The atmosphere around is so thick and depressing, he cannot
pierce through the gloom; he would, but cannot, rise. I think it is dear
Hart sings"But if, indeed, I would,
Though I can nothing do;
Yet the desire is something good,
To which my praise is due."

So you see, beloved, those who have gone' before and now rest in glory, ,
,just struggled on as you do, with a would-do desire. and a can-do-no-\
:thing experience; but again, through the infirmities of the flesh,
It is a wavering Msire.-

I

" Strange and mysterious is my lifeWhat opposites I feel within."

,, ,

Oh, how often again and again, in the past, we have been fearful that
circumstances must overwhelm us; we have, it may be, paced the
room in anguish of spirit, exclaiming, "No, we cannot ride over this
billow; it is too mighty-and see its crested outline ready to break over
us: we must be swamped." Yet, no; underneath have been the everlasting arms buoying us up. We have risen with the billow, and been
borne over it, to remain the living to praise our God. And depend upon
it, beloved, we" should never see the glory of Ohrist, if we did not embark
with Him in the storm. And if the Oaptain of our salvation has brought
us through so mlmy waves and billows, is He not the same yesterday,
to-day, and for ever? ~at is there in the present or future too difficult
in our little concerns for Him to accomplish? Is it temporal circumstances we fear? What, shall we forget the barrel of meal that wasted
not. and the cruse of oil that ran not out? Shall we forget the promise,
." Thy bread shall be given, and thy waters sure? " or the apostle's assurance, "My God shall supply all your need, according to the riches of
His grace in Ohrist Jesus?" Or is it some tem tation you fear? Shall
we forget the promise, "There hath no temptation taken you but such as
is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that ye are able, but will with the temptation also make
a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it?" Or is it death you
fear? Oh, He will be with you in death's pangs and partings, and
prove Himself to e a Saviour to the end. And then
It is a desire that betokens that one cannot find satisfaction anywhere else.
Why can't you go with us to the theatre, or the ball, or concert-room?
Why so straight-laced? You'll ruin your children if you do not enCOll~
G
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rage their coming out in the world; they must have society~ The answer
to all such temptations is clear and plain. What saith my God upon the
matter? Can I go and lead my dear ones into temptation in the face of
the declaration, "If any man love the world, the love of the Father is
not in him?" or in the face of our Lord's words, "Come out from among
them; be ye separate, and touch not the unclean?" No, beloved; religion will bring us into many troubles and much conflict, but "many
waters cannot quench love." Our decision for Christ will bring us into
many reproaches, but the promise cannot be overturned: "Them that
honour me I will honour." Our desires, simple as thE?Y are, will make
Satan draw many an arrow from his quiver for us, but they will fall
harmless enough around the Rock that shelters us. We cannot serve
God and Mammon; and a taste of Christ will make us loathe the world,
causing us to be very miserable'if we attempt to enter into its so-called
pleasures.
Well, we have written enough upon this simple d~sire after Christ to
show that it is a very precious longing. It proves that regeneration has
been accomplished by the power of the Holy Ghost; that we are loved with
an everlasting love, and, therefore, drawn to Jesus. It is a desire after
Christ that, low ~_~i1Y sometime~ see!U, i? nevertheless genuine,
earnest, and co'hSfant; and, though from many CIrcumstances by the way
it becomes crushed and kept under, nevertheless, though cast down, not
destroyed; and though, from the infirmities of the flesh, it often seems to
waver, it shows yet that the soul can find no satisfaction in anything apart
from Jesus.
" Cold as I feel this heart of mine,
Yet since I feel it so,
It yields some hope of life divine
Within, however low."
But our passage says: "The desire of my soul is to Thy name." Christ
is the Person pursued, longed after; His name is the believer's watchword; and what a charm there is in that dear name! It is as ointment
poured forth into our souls. It is the name ever dear to the family of God,
and makes them feel united in an undying bond; though strangers often
in the flesh, yet one in spirit, desire, hope, and relationship. We recollect
a proof to the point in our experience. We entered a Bible depot in one
of the narrow streets of Rotterdam; the master was absent, but a little,
sturdy Dutchwoman came forward to inquire our business. She could not
understand English, nor did I Dutch, but I uttered the name "Jesus;"
immediately the little woman's countenance became animated, and, clasping her hands, she exclaimed, " Yah; J esu ! Yah; J esu !" and I
believe we both felt one in Him.
"Dear name, the rock on which I build,
My shield and hiding-place,
My never-failing treasury filled
With boundless stores of grace."
And then, to turn to the second expression in our passage: "The desire
of our soul is to Thy name, and to the remembrance of Thee." How very
precious the remembrance of Christ-His nature, His perfection, His
work, His providence, His person, His beauty, His fulness, His glory!
Oh, what. an abundance there is in Him! Everything about Christ is
worth remembering. Some keep diaries, into which they put all the little,
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petty details of everyday life, and who will care to look at such after we
are gone? such leaflets will only be cast into the waste basket; but uufoldings of Christ are worth noting down, and, if brought out in seasons.
of depression, will often prove an encouragement, and bid us sing" His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in sorrow to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure, to help me safe through.'>Oh! then, how much there is about Christ worth remembering!' Well
may we say, "Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and there is none
upon earth comparable to Thee! Thou art the Rose of Sharon, of un-'
fading perfume; the Lily of the valley, of perpetual purity; the Appletree
among the trees of the wood; the Beloved, that feedeth among, the lilies-;.·
the Chiefest among ten thousand, and the Altogether Lovely."
But there is a third expression in our passage we must not overlook,
namely:" With my soulllave I desired Thee in the nigllt."
The prophet may here allude primarily to the Jews in their captivity,
but the stereotyped application of Scripture to the circumstances of the
age in which it was written may suit a dead theologian, but a living soul
with a lively faith will lay hold of the truth veiled as appropriate to oneself, and will argue, "The Bible is my Fa.ther's revealed· will to His child;
through it He talks to me, and means me to look from,the type to the
thing signified, from the letter to the spirit thereof,. which maketh alive.'"
So, then, when we read the prophet's aeknowledgment," With my soul
have I desired Thee in the night," we respond that is literally true in
orie's own experience.
David says, "My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness;
and my mouth shall praise Thee with joyful lips: when I remember
Thee upon my bed, and meditate on Thee in the night watches. Bec8tuse
Thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of Thy wings will I
rejoice." And elsewhere he says, "I prevented the dawning of the morning and cried, I hoped in Thy word. Mine eyes prevent the night watches
that I might meditate on Thy word."
Oh! beloved, does not the sweet Psalmist express our very hopes and
longings, for do we not in the "night watches" find owrselves thinking of
Jesus and meditating upon His word?"
And now, dear reader, how is it with your soul? Are you obliged to
respond, your month's motto expresses our state-it is "low water" with
us ? Well, let me remind you, we cannot any of us attain to anything
spiritu&l but ae it please§_the Holy S.~it tojmpart it ; the foremost in the
rank of veterans in Goa's service;ln ana-Of themselves, have nothing more
to boast of than the veriest babe in the household of faith, for the measure
of grace is with the Lord; and, as dear Hannah said, "It is the Lord
that killeth and maketh alive; He bringeth down to the grave and
bringeth up. The Lord maketh poor and maketh rich." It is all His
work from first to last. You need not think, dear trembling one, that
such feeble desires are only known by such a simple one as yourself;
nay, the greatest and foremost of God's family have had the most humble
views of themselves, and been brought to the greatest simplicity of life
and lip; for instance : The Father of the faithful, mark his view of himsel£: "Behold, now I
G 2

i'

68

Tlte Gospel Magazi1te.

have taken upon myself to speak unto the Lord, who am but dust and
ashes."
The great leader of 'the children ,of Israel through the wilderness, note
his view of himself: "Who am I that I should go unto Pharaoh, and
that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt? "
The poor man whom God 'made a mighty man of valour, cried, "Oh!
my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel ?behold, my family is poor in
Manasseh, andTam' least in my father's house:"
The sweet Psalmist, and King of Israel said, " Now, therefore, our
God, w.e thank thee, an"d praise Thy ~lorious name. But who am I,
and what is my, people, that we should be able ,to offer so willingly after
this sort? for all things come 6£ Thee, and 'of thine own have we given
Thee."
The affiicted 'Job mourne'a, "Behold, I am vile ;wllat shall I answer
Thee? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth.".
The seraphic'Isaiah confessed, "Woe is me, for I am ul'I.done; because
.
I am a man of unclean lips."
The peat prophet Jeremiah, appealing' to God, said, "Ah, Lord God,
behold I cannot speak, for I -am a child."
The centurion, who was a man of authority, having soldiers under him,
acknowledged, " L(}rd, I am not worthy that Thou shonldest come under
my roof."
The woman Of Canaan replied to 'her dear Lord, "Truth, Lord; yet
the dogs eat of the crumbs'which fall from their master's table."
John the Baptist, pointing -to jesus, said, "Behold the Lamb of God!
whose shoes' latchet I am not worthy to unloose." And the words of
the greatest man (next to the God-man Christ Jesus) that ever lived
were, "To me who am less than the least of all saints is this grace
given."
All these were humbled anll sileneed'bymercy, and proved their greatness in the Lord by ·their simplicity.
We close with two -thoughts for our encouragement':1. Those feeble desires are regi$tered in 'heaven.-" This is the confidence
that we have in Him, that if Wil ask anything according io His will He
heareth us."
2. Those. feeble desires after Christ shall 'terminate in beholding Him without a veil between.-" I know their thoughts," saith the Lord, "and they
shall come and see my glory." Only think of that, lleloved! What a
precious covenant promise! See Jestts' glory! Who can picture it?
"What will it be to dwell above,
.And with the Lord of glory reign;
Since the sweet earnest of His love,
So brightens all this dreary plain P
No heart can think or tongue explain,
What joy 'twill be with Ohrist to reign."

I
I

We leave these thoughts with you. Oan you say concerning Jesus,
"The desire of my soul is to 'fhy name, and to the remembrance
of Thee?" Oh, 'tis safe standing, simple as it may appear. It is a sweet
eyeing of Jesus, a blessed clinging to Him, that must end well; and
although it may be often in felt experience low water with you, depend
upon it it wm be high tide for you on the eternal shores.
That the Lord may accompany these few hints with His favour and
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blessing, to the comfort of precious souls and to Ris own· glory, is the
prayer of yours in best bonds,
Woodbury, Wanstead, Essex..
G. O.

THE LORD'S OARE OF HIS

PEOPLE.~THE

MAN,

POOR BLIND

.

I MUST tell you one OIl two incidents in the lifA of a poor blind man (said
a dear godly sister in the Lord to-day),. in proof of the Lord's care of His
people. He called here, one day, selling tracts, and I gave him a penny.
Then, from a word 01: two that he dropped,_ I felt that he was a child of
God; for, seeing he was blind, I expressed a hope that he had inward
sight. He said he had, and, with~ut that, he knew not what he should do.
When Mrs. A-- came in, I said, "There has been a poon blind man
here, selling tracts,. and I'm sure he's a child of GO,d, and I've let him go
away with only a penny." "Never mind," was the reply, " if it is of the
Lord, He will send him again." "I watched for weeks," continued my
informant, "to see if he called again. At length he did call; .and I talked
to him. He is a fine tall man,about sixty years of age, and is aacompanied
by his wife, who is a, very cheerful companion. The idea of being separated from her keeps him from going to the. poor-house. One day they
entered a town with but one sixpence, and that would go for. lodgings.
The next day, being Sunday, he asked, as usual, where there was a prayermeeting (he being a Wesleyan). On his way thither, without saying a
word to a creature as to their position, some one touched, him. upon the
shoulder, and thrust a shilling into his hand. At another time the wife
missed her road; and, just as she was telling her husband that she had
done so, a gentleman came riding up upon a spirited horse, and called
to her to get out of the way. As he rode by, seeing her husband was
blind, he threw her a two-shilling piece; so much for having lost the
road: they being at the same time penniless, or nearly so. But," said
my friend, "you have never been so low as Paul and Silas, for they were
cast into prison." "But I have," was the answer,. "for at such a place
I was just coming out of a draper's shop where I had sold some tract'!,;
and a policeman immediately took me in charge for begging, My wife ~
and I were put into different cells, and this I felt very much.· But it was 11
the happiest night I ever passed ~'n l1~Y life. In the morning I was taken .
before the magistrate for begging. When, the charge was read, I said..
"I had never begged, for my Master would not let me." The magistrate then requested that the tracts he sold should be handed up to the .
bench; upon examining them he said, "It was a pity that more of such ~
were not sold, then there would not be so much crime." A gentleman
stood forward, and said, he had bought tracts of the poor man just before ,
he was taken in charge, and testified that he was not begging. The'
policeman was l'ebuked for his haste in taking the charge. The magistrate bought some of the tracts, and a collection was made through the
Court on behalf of the poor blind man. Hence here is another proof of
how the Lord cares 101' His people; and how cautious it should make us
in our treatment of the poor and needy. Who knows but such may be a
King's son or daughter? But, blessed be God, it is true as now as ever, •
"The very hairs of your head are all numbered."
.
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PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS.
DEAR MR. EDITOR,-It is with pleasure I send you an anecdote, that
was related to me by a gentleman over a cup of tea. He was a cloth
manufacturer by trade j very liberal to the poor, and so kind to his workpeople, that he never thought he could do too much for them. While
sitting at his table he said, " Do you think I could sit down with comfort,
and take my tea with you with pleasure if I knew or thought that any of
my workmen or women were in want of comforts through my oppression?
No, no j the Lord knows I could not." And, looking round his spacious
and splendid parlour, and, pointing with his finger, he said, "Look at
this house j could I, think you, sit down in it, and enjoy the comforts of
it, if I knew that by my screwing down my workpeople in their wages, they
could hardly or barely get necessaries to live upon? What! my people,
who earned the money for me, with which I paid for this building j and
who earn the money that supplies me with my food and raiment from
year to year-shall they want necessaries? No. I should be ashamed
M myself to live the life of a luxurious pauper upon the hard earnings of
my poor workers, unjustly wrung from them, by giving them perhaps
one poor penny for their hire out of each shilling which they earned for
me. Why should I eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and those who earn
the money that pays for all be put off' with a crust of bread and a cup of
bitters? But things have never been in this way with me and my men;
nor shall they ever be so. I know I am not accumulating money like
some of my neighbours: but the Lord supplies me, as you know it is
written, 'He that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the Lord j and
that which He hath given will He pay him again.' Oh, the faithful
Promiser ! I should be an ungrateful wretch if I could not trust Him.
In many a strait that I now call to mind, the Lord hath appeared, and
raised me out of the mire, by paying me again, one of which payments
I will relate to you, and I doubt not but that you will wonder at it even
as I have many times wondered j for, although I have been in business
for many years, yet never before nor since has the Lord appeared so
conspicuously wonderful as He did in the instance I will now relate : You have heard me say that I built this house; and, before I began the
building, I had an estimate from a builder of the cost, and I thought I
was beyond the reach of any extra charges. But I allowed the builder
at his own request, in one or two things, to deviate from the orignal plan
of the building. I had no thought that the alterations being by his own
desire, could have made any alteration in the estimate; as, if it were so, it
would only amount to a few pounds. But when the building was finished,
the bill over and above the estimate was three hundred pounds! In my
absence from home one day the bill was left with my wife, who 'gave it
to me when I came home. When she gave me the bill she said, 'There
is your bill for the building this house; and the man said when he left it
that he should be glad if you would pay it in a few days, otherwise he
was afraid he should be made insolvent. And now, Richard, I ask,
where are you to go to get that money to pay this bill?' I said, 'It is an
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exorbitant charge j nay, it is over-reaching dishonesty.' 'Well,' said
my wife, 'then I would never pay the bill.' I sa,.id, 'Sarah, if I go to a
lawyer, with the expectation that he will free me from the overcharge, it
may be that his bill will come to much more than will be taken off from
this man's bill j therefore he shall be paid.' 'But, Richard, where is the
money to come from to pay it?' I said, 'I shall have the money to pay it.'
, But, Richard, where is it to come from?' I said, 'Sarah, I shall have
the money j yet I will not go and lie down upon my back with my mouth
open, expecting the Lord will rain down from the clouds the money into
my mouth. I do not expect nor wish for it to come in that way j yet
depend upon it I shall have the money-the how, the way, and the when
I am willing to leave with Him of whom it is· said, 'He careth for you.'
The next morning," he said, "I left home and walked to Bristol." I
said, "But, Mr. B., you never walked from this house into Bristol j it is
more than twenty miles?" " Y(>s," he said, "I walked into Bristol j I
am not like some men, who shun labour. Such men do not know that it
is when a man is soundly wearied, then, and not till then, he is made to
feel the sweetness of rest. I had determined to go to Bristol, because
I had customers there who were indebted to me; but I thought I would
not ask them to . pay their bills, but that I would call upon them, and
iuquire if they had any orders to give me: and I thought, perhaps, some
of them may discharge what was owing to me. While I was in Bristol,
a gentleman, hearing that I was there, called upon a customer where I
was, and intimated that he should be glad to have an interview with me.
When he was introduced into the parlour where I was, I saw he was an
old customer, for whom I had executed many large orders j and I was
glad to see him. After a little conversation this gentleman produced a
pattern for a large order that had been sent to him from a foreign house
of business j and the request was that the order should be executed as
quickly as possible. When I examined the pattern I saw it was a novelty
quite new to me, and I was afraid to take the order lest in getting up
the work I should fail to give satisfaction. But he pressed me to take
the order, saying the firm that had sent it him had by him been supplied
with a number of pieces of cloth of my manufacture, which had given
them great satisfaction j therefore they requested that, if it were possible,
I might do the work, because they preferred the West of England cloth
(and mine especially) before that of the North of Ertgland.
\
" I then told the gentleman that the pattern was quite new to me, I
had never seen anything like it before j and, if I took the order, I should
have to make great alterations in my machinery, and that would put me
to an expense which I did not like to incur, unless the order was a large
one, and there was a probability of more orders of the same pattern. His
answer was, 'There cannot be the least doubt but that you will have
more orders of the same pattern: in the workmanship, however, the
colours may be diversified to suit the tastes of the wearers.
" After weighing the matter in my own mind, I said, 'Well, sir, I will
take the order, and execute the work to the best of my ability j and, as I
am going home this evening, I will arrange to begin the work immediately.' Matters being settled between us to the gentleman's satisfaction, he took out of his pocket a cheque-book, and drew a cheque, and put
it into my hand, saying, 'There, sir, I give you this as part payment,
and also to bind the bargain.' I objected to receive the cheque from him,
but he insisted that I should receive it. When I looked at the cheque I
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saw it- was for £300, just the sum I wanted to make up the amount
which the builder had demanded for me to pay him.
" For some hours after I had put the cheque into my pocket my pride
was greatly mortified; but, when I reflected upon the matter, and I knew
that I had not told the gentleman that I wanted money, and came to
Bristol, hoping that some of my customers would pay me their bills
(though, by-the-by, none of them did pay me), I was relieved in my feelings, and led to trace the hand of the Lord in the whole of the business.
" 'The counsel of the Lord that shall stand.' Yes, His counsel must
stand; and will crush down, break through, and scatter like the chaff of the
summer threshing floors the devices of our own hearts, let those devices be
as platLSible and as numerous as they may be. The counsel of the Lord had
settled for it to be laid upon my heart for me to go to Bristol, and not to
London, nor any other place where money was due to me. That the gentleman who gave me the cheque should, after he left home, have changed
his ronte, and, instead of going to my manufactory, should have come into
Bristol, and in his own thoughts have been directed to the very house
where at that juncture I had called, intending that to be the last house I
would call upon before I returned home: all these minute circumstances,
when I pondered them over, satisfied me that the gracious hand of the
Lord had influenced and directed the whole event, to the surprising issue
of iny being supplied, in His own marvellous and honourable way, with
the money to discharge the builder's demand.
"When I returned home and presented the cheque to my wife, I said,
'Did I not tell you, Sarah, that I should have the money?' My wife's
surprise was great. We both saw the hand of the Lord, and were constrained to acknowledge that hand, and bow with thanksgiving before
Him.
"But after this I was in a strait, becatLSe the pattern was a peculiar
one; I had never seen anything like it before. I did not know what
would be a fair price per piece to pay the men for their wages in getting
up the work; I therefore called the men whom I intended should do the
work into the counting-house to consult about tHe matter. At our second
meeting it was determined how the work should be done, and that the
men should begin and continue the work for six days, at per yard; then,
if they found they were not sufficiently remunerated for their work, the
price should be raised; but, if we found that their wages were mor(;} than
they usually earned, then the price should be reduced. To this the men
agreed, and my first order was completed and sent in, which gave great
satisfaction to the firm who had sent me the order.
" And now, sir, you have asked me if this is my usual way of dealing
with my men? To this question I must answer, Yes. There is a mutual
understanding between me and my workmen; they know what I get for
the work done, and I know what they can earn by doing the work; and,
as it is my wish that they should earn sufficient to procure them needful
comforts, so it is their wish that I should have sufficient profits left to pay
me for my labour and to meet the expenses of rent, taxes, and wear and
tear of the machinery. It is in this way I have all my life carried on my
business, and so did my dear father before me."
THE OLD PILGR~M.

[We have heen exceedingly pleased with the foregoing account, and
have again and again thought, whilst~reading it, of how directly contrary
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was the course of this large-heart~d mau to that adopted by those of whom
the Apostle J ames speaks, where, in the opening of the last chapter of
his epistle, he testifies that the "hire of the labourers had been kept
back by fraud;" and wherein he testifieo of the gold and silver ootained
by such oppression as "cankering," and that the rust of them should
become a witness against those who had obtained wealth by such means.
The Holy Ghost declares, by Solomon, that" There is that scattereth, and
yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it
tendeth to poverty. The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that
watereth shall be watered also himself." We wish our aged correspondent had furnished us with some particulars respecting the end of his
friend and informant, for we presume that ere this he has gone to his
rest. We doubt not, however, that that end was peace, for we read,
" Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of that man
is peace." On the contrary, how solemn is the injunction, "Envy thou not
the oppressor, and choose none of his ways."-ED.J
EXTRACTS FROM THE REV. S. A. WALKER'S ANNUAL
ADDRESS TO THE MEMBERS OF HIS CONGREGATION.
MYDEARFRIENDs,-Increasingly solemn to me are these annual addresses
to my people; the last of them appears to be coming so rapidly. Come,
you and I know it must, and that before long, Perhaps this is it. Oh,
then, dear friends, let us both pray that the words which I now write may
prove such as you and I might wish to remember in eternity; such as we
should not object to have read to us on the day of our departure out of
this world, or to be reminded of as we stood before "the great white
throne," and listened to the voice of Him "before whose face the earth
and the heaven shall flee away," even Jesus, appointed of the Father to
be the Judge of quick and dead.
And upon what subject, my dear people, can I more becomingly address
you at this time than the promised coming of our beloved Lord, to receive
His people to Himself, that where He is there they may be also? The signs
of that coming abound; and not only the Lord's people, but even the lovers
of this present evil world are tuming in their hearts the startling events that
mark the present times, and asking what shall be the end of these things.
The readers of God's Word necessarily compare these events with the
things which they read in the Scriptures of truth, and which they are
taught are coming on the earth; and they feel that there is a wonderful
correspondence between the prophecies which point to the latter day, and
the extraordinary occurrences which now succeed each other in rapid
succession.
There may be, and there are, various opinions as to the character and
results of our Lord's second coming; but, happily, all doubt as to the fact
itself is passing away from the Church. One seldom now meets with a
believer in the first coming of Jesus and its glorious purposes, and who
feels a personal interest in what that coming effected, who entertains a
doubt of "His appearing a second time without sin unto salvation."
Some, indeed, hold that He comes only for judgment, while perhaps more
maintain that He comes to reign on the earth. I confess myself to be
among the latter number. I think that as God has given the earth to the
children of men, and as He evidently created it for man, and man for it,
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and that He gave man dominion over it when he was yet unfallen, and
intended that man should find in it everything suited to his yet perfect
nature, and to the exercise and development of his moral and intellectual
faculties, He will not allow Satan's seduction of man from his obligation
to Him to defeat His purposes as regards man and His world; but that
having restored the being whom He had created in His own image to
more than his former beauty and glory, and having redeemed both him
and his inheritance from the captivity of the evil one, He will resume His
original plan of a heaven and earth occupied by a human family, having
at their head one like themselves, proceeding not from ordinary generation, but immediately from the hands of God Himself, and that for this
purpose He will provide a new Adam, supplanting the old, One linked
Himself with Deity, and bringing all those under Him into union with
God.
For this view, I think I find abundant support in God's Word-while
not condemning those who see differently: the announcement of a new
heaven and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness; the description
{If a coming purgation of this present earth by fire, when "the earth and
the works therein shall be burned up;" the declaration of our Lord,
" Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth;" the prophetic
revelation that "the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the
kingdom under the wlwle heaven shall be given to the people of the saints of
the Most High;" our Lord's interpretation of the parable of the tares and
wheat, in the course of which He says, "The Son of Man shall send forth
His angels, and they shall gather out of His kingdom all things that
offend, and them which do inquity," having already told us that the field
in which the tares were sown was the world. Not to multiply proofs, let
me just refer to one more, that of the new song by the four-and-twenty
elders, representing the Church, in the 5th chapter of Revelation, in which,
addressing the Lamb, they say, "Thou hast made us unto our God kings
and priests, and we shall reign on the earth," interpreted perhaps in the 20th
chapter, where it is said that the martyrs "lived and reigned with Christ
a thousand years." There may be other modes of interpreting these passages, but to me they seem to declare that this earth will be the scene of
the Redeemer's triumph and glory, where His kingdom will be set up,
and all His saints reign with Him.
This subject becomes one of intense interest as we compare passing
events with the Scriptures of truth, and see that they are but the fulfilment of prophecies uttered thousands of years ago, which must be fulfilled
before the end of all things here below arrives, and the accomplishment
of which would indicate that that end was at hand. It is the duty of
Christian ministers, as watchmen appointed by God Himself, to warn the
people from Him to mark these signs, and blow the trumpet of solemn
announcement that the day of the Lord is at hand. Under this conviction, my dear friends, I embrace this opportunity of directing your attention to the momentous occurrences of our day, and of entreating your
prayerful study of them in the light of God's inspired Word.
And, principally, I would ask you to consider the present aspect of the
Papacy-that system of daring usurpation of Divine sovereignty which
has cursed the earth for considerably more than a thousand years; and
which, from very humble beginnings, has expanded into almost worldwide proportions, and the pretention to omnipotent power. By one of
those extraordinary combinations of circumstances which mark Divine
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interposition in the affairs of this earth, that system has entirely collapsed,
so far as its temporal rule and influence are concerned; and after having
exercised earthly sovereignty for so many hundred years, with a despotism to which no monarchy, ancient or modern, could lay claim, the
Pope, who assumes to be the head and life of the system, finds himself
reduced, as regards his social rank, to the condition of an ex-king-beaten
in the field of carnal warfare, his territory occupied by foreign troops, and
himself dethroned, degraded, and dependent on the will of his victorious
foe, he presents at last to the world an example of Divine retributive
justice long delayed, but visited at last upon the most audacious attempt
that this earth has ever witnessed, to
" Assume the God,
Affect to nod,
And seem to shake the spheres."
What renders the Pope's fall the more remarkable and portentous is,
that it was preceded by a crowning act of God-defying presumption;
such as we could scarcely imagine would be attempted by even a reasoning being, not to speak of one who calls himself a Christian and a minister
of God. Last year the Pope asembled at Rome some seven hundred or
eight hundred Roman Catholic bishops from all parts of the earth, for the
purpose especially of deciding on the individual infallibility of the Pope.
For some hundreds of years a claim to this divine attribute has beeu made
by the Popes, but the Church of Rome had never authoritatively pronounced in favour of the claim. Indeed, by many Romish authorities it
was disputed, and even some Popes have repudiated it, and several
Councils of the Romish Church have decided against it. It is a favourite
dogma of that Church that it is itself infallible, but where its infallibility resides has always been disputed. Some said in the Pope,
others in the Pope and a Council, others in a Oouncil alone, and
others again in the whole Church. Of course, those who desired to make
use of this mysterious attribute did not know where to find it, but now
Pius IX. had settled the matter, having contrived to induce five hundred
foolish men, calling themselves Christian bishops, to declare that a poor
old man-weak, vain, bigoted, rash, and ignorant-is incapable of error
on any question of faith or morals, which of course includes all Christian
doctrine, and all Christian practise; and this state of moral and spiritual
perfection is not peculiar to him, but has belonged to all the Popes, from
the pretended Pope Peter downward to the present occupant of the chair,
said to be St. Peter's. Romish historians have admitted that several of
the Popes in this chain of infallibles were more monsters than men,
having lived lives of the grossest profligacy, debauchery, cruelty,
rapacity, and villany of every kind. Some of them, it is admitted, embraced heretical doctrine. Some of them attained to the chair by the
murder of their predecessors-of several it was not certain whether they
were Popes or not, as Peter's chair, with all its divine prerogatives, was
claimed by two, three, and even four would-be Popes at the same time.
The Council of Constance, in 1414, for example, deposed three rival Popes
-all of them too bad even for those times, and elected a fourth. The
question is, which of these was infallible? They could not all be so, for
th£y hated and excommunicated each other; and if they were infallible,
they infallibly denied each other's right to the Papal crown. This surely
ought to be sufficient to show the absurdity as well as blasphemy of the
present Pope's new dogma of Papal infallibility.
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Well may we say,' my dear friends, "He that sitteth in the heavens
shall laugh; the Lord shall have them in derision." Looking down from
the throne of His glory, He saw this climax put to the monster blasphemy
which has cursed the earth for so many centuries, and He knew that the
day of. stern retribution had come. It wanted but this drop of daring
outrage to His name to cause the cup of judgment to overflow, and the
fiat went forth that the foul imposture should come to an end. . We are
told that when the poor, decrepid tool of Satan attempted to read the ter. ':ible decree which human audacity had penned, endowing one of the
, meanest of man's fallen race with the characteristics of deity, the sun hid
Ms face a.~ at the hour when the incarnate Son of God died, and the heavens
broke forth in angry peals of thunder, so that the chapel in wMch the dread farce
. was enac[ed was darkened, and men's hearts quailed at the angry expostulations
of outraged nature. I am not ashamed, my dear friends, to own myself as
one of those so-called superstitious persons who believe that God Himf!elf spoke on that awful occasion. It was His frown that fell in unnatural darkness upon that group of God-defying men. It was His
indignant voice that crashed into that idol temple, and shook the proud
hearts of the Antichristian priesthood who had concocted, and were then
uttering the foulest and most frenzied lie that ever had eehoed through
an apostate earth, or startled the hosts of heaven with its black enormity.
That mysterious darkness and thunder were but the precursors of still more
signal expressions of divine wrath. Almost on the same day the Emperor
of the French, who had inherited, as ruler of France, what was considered
the proud title of Eldest Son of the Church, rushed into war with Prussia,
a powerful Protestant State, blindly believing, in common with all his
subjects, that he had but to lead his army to the confines of the threatened territory to secure by an easy victory admission to its capital, and
the dictation of such te=s as, in the position of conqueror, he might
choose to dictate. Such, it is said, was the confident expectation of the
Roman hierarchy, under whose influences he was 11Cting, and by whom
the war was planned and instigated. " The Eldest Son of the Church,"
however, was destined to be the instrument through which he who blasphemously calls hims~lf King of kings and Lord of lords, was to be
hurled from his usurped dominion. The Pope, who had for twelve years
been sustained in his tottering chair by the aid of French bayonets,
became a signal victim of his own and his cardinals' calculation; the
Prussian armies were not swept away before themitrailleuses or chassepots, Berlin was not reached, Popish bigotry was not avenged on Protestant prosperity; and the patrimony of St. Peter, years before alienated
from the Prince of the Apostles, who, although all-powerful in heaven,
was not strong enough to protect his earthly inheritance, was not restored
to the Vicar of Christ and successor of the Apostles; but even the miserable fragment which was left to him after the conquest of Italy, escaped
out of his hands, and the" Sovereign Pontiff," by whose hands crowns
were originally given and taken away, now found his own violently
removed from his head, and not a vassal sovereign of all who once trembled at his power, moved hand or foot to save him from the terrible
reverse by which he was overtaken.
It is nearly twenty-five years since the present Pope Pius IX., whose
• name is Giovanni-Maria dei Conti Mastai Ferretti, ascended the Papal
throne. He was born the 13th May, 1792, and was elected Pope the
16th of June, 1846; so that in June, 1871, he will ha-ve completed his
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twenty-five years' reign at Rome: and thus equalled, in his occupation
of St. Peter's chair, the Apostle himself in that respect; he having,
according·to Romish authorities, presided as Bishop of Rome twenty-five
years, an assertion, however, which some learned Roman Catholics,
refuse to substantiate, and which may easily be pr-oved, as every other
Romish dogma is, a daring lie. Pius IX. is evidently ambitious of leaving his mark on history, he has succeeded in fixing, by an unchangeable
decree, two erratic dogmas of the Romish Church: one, the Immaculate
Conception of the Virgin Mary, which was decreed December 8th, 1854,
and an elabol'ate monument erected at Rome to commemorate the act.
This piece of idolatry and blasphemy, however, did not satisfy him. Last
year will be famous in all future ~ime for the equally daring and Goddefying dogma of the Pope's Infallibility, which, as I have said, has
proved the culminating point of Romish profanity, and has brought the
outraged m9jesty of heaven into direct conflict with the infatuated occupant of the Vatican, to the latter's confusion and expulsion.
And where were the kings of the earth, when the puppet whom they
helped to set up was ejected from his mimic throne? Did no friendly
hand interpose to arrest the blow, or secure Peter's property from
seizure? Not a remonstrance was heard from any Roman Catholic
power; not a movement was made in favour of "another God upon
earth," as the Pope has been called. Was there not something very
strange in this, considering what Roman Catholics, high and low, are
taught to believe of the Pope-that he is successor of Peter, prince of the
apostles, and vicar of Jesus Christ? Surely the prediction already
referred to has had a still more definite and signal fulfilment-" These
shall hate the whore, and make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her
flesh." The Emperor of the French withdrew the troops with which, for
several years, he had defended the vice-God from his own .loving subjects; and, in consequence, the King ofltaly, to save Rome and his own
dominions from an outbreak of popular vengeance against priestly
tyranny, was obliged to march his troops into the" eternal city," and in
spite of the Pope's Zouaves, who fought for their master, because his
kingdom was of this world, dethrone the sovereign Pontiff, once more
and for ever, and constitute his city, as it was and ought to have
remained, the metropolis of the kingdom of Italy.
The hideous drama of a mock Christ and His kingdom on earth is thus
far played out. This surely is the beginning of the end. The genuine
King of kings, it was predicted, would not come again until there came
an apostacy first, and the Man of Sin was revealed, the son of perdition,
successor in the apostolic line to Judas Iscariot, with the same title (John
xxii. 12), "who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called
God, and is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God,
shewing himself that he is God." The lawless one, the son of perdition,
and the blasphemous usurper of J ehovah's titles and prerogatives, has
risen up, as only a little horn or earthly power, but with a mouth speaking great things" (Deut. vii. 8). He has run his impious career, and all
history bears testimony to the marvellous influence which he has exercised in the earth. Indeed, around him and his seat, as a great centro,
have revolved the historic events of a thousand years. Like a colossus of
spiritual and ecclesiastical power, he has overshadowed the destinies of
man almost throughout the globe; and the dragon who "gave him his
power and his seat and great authority," might well have believed that
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he had well-nigh succeeded in superseding the hated religion of Jesus by
this monster counterfeit, which taxed all his infernal ingenuity to invent,
and demanded the labour of many hundreds of years to bring to maturity.
He that sitteth in the heavens, ordering all things after the council of
His own will, allowed the liar and murderer to exercise all his skill
against His glorious scheme of grace and salvation, and against the
objects of redeeming love, just as in the case of Job; but He knew that
His work would stand the test, and that none could pluck His chosen
people out of His hand.
And now, my dear friends, all who love the Lord Jesus, and hate
every attempt to rob Him of His redemption and mediatorial glory,
rejoice to think that the apostacy has run its course, and that the day of
Ohrist is really at hand. Never for one moment, amidst all the frantic
efforts of Satanic hostility, has the ultimate triumph of Jesus and His
cause been doubtful. He has been the true centre, round which all the
purposes of an omnipotent and omniscient God nave revolved; and, if the
foul usurpation of a daring impostor and counterfeit has been permitted,
it was only that God might shew His power in using it for His purpose,
and of overthrowing it when that purpose was served. Satan knew
something of God's plan in giving all things here below into the hands
of His Divine Son, and gathering together all things in Him, and he
laboured to produce a counter-scheme,more adapted to the corrupt
tastes of fallen man, to fill the earth, and leave no place for the kingdom
of Jesus; but not for a moment has the glorious scheme of redemption
love been hindered or retarded-the Gospel has proceeded on its triumphant way, the living stones for God's temple have been gathered out, and
all the triumphs allotted to the Holy Spirit's work on earth have been
achieved; so that when the Divine Master Builder comes, the materials
of the heavenly structure will all be ready to His hands, and the headstone shall be brought forth with shouting, crying, "Grace, grace unto
it."
Seeing, then, my dear people, that the day of the Lord cometh-we
know not how quickly, but it is evident that all creation is groaning and
• travailing to its birth-what manner of persons ought we to be in all
holy conversation and godliness? What should we do, and what should
. we not do?
1. We should cultivate more and more our interest in Ohrist. We
should study His history, person, office, and work, as recorded in the
inspired Scriptures, whether by type, prophecy, discourse, or direct
recital; and we should repudiate all representations of Him or His work
but that which the Bible sets forth.
2. We should make ourselves thoroughly acquainted with the character,
history, and pretensions of Antichrist, that is, of him, represented by
successive Popes ~ whom Satan set up, as the rival and superseder of
Ohrist, for that is truly what Antichrist means. We should trace the
steps by which the apostate system which he represents attained to its
present blasphemous proportions, that we may be warned of its true
nature and purpose, and be prepared to abhor and denounce any similar
( attempts against the rights and dignities of Jesus, at whatever stage of
.human assumption it may have arrived.
3. We should take a decided stand against every false, unscriptural
system introduced amongst us, not merely by refraining from its adoption
ourselves, but by honest, outspoken antagonism to it, its originators,
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sustainers, and defenders, no matter in what relation they may stand to
us, whether as ministers or members of Ohurches, or even closer relations
than these. If he that loveth father, mother, sister, brother, or his own
soul, more than Ohrist, is not worthy of Him, surely he that respects his
Ohurch, sect, minister, or Ohurch brethren, more than Him and His cause,
must stand in a very questionable relation to Him, as the day that is
coming may painfully declare.
4. We should be up and doing, serving the Lord with all readiness
of mind, not allowing our private or secular engagements to deprive
our Divine Master of those services to which He is entitled. It is His
8ervant8 who will hear His word of approval and invitation to the kingdom, when He sits on the throne of His glory.
5. We should come out from the world and be separate-God's children
belong to Him exclusively; the whole world lieth in the wicked ono.
What have the heirs of glory, who are waiting for their Lord, to do with
the fashions, frivolities, and lying vanities of earth ?
6. We must, for our own soul's sake, as well as for example to others,
be diligent in attendance on the means of grace. The Lord promises
to be with His people when they are met together in His name, and
we should not lightly let even one opportunity of meeting with Him
escape.
7. We must cultivate personal holiness; praying continually for the
Holy Spirit and for likeness to Jesus, and watching against everything
within and without that would carnalize our feelings or tastes, or betray
us into any unfaithfulness to our Divine Head, our own spiritual interests,
or the duty which we owe to the oth~r members of God's family who may
be influenced by our example.
8. Lastly, we must cultivate the habit of looking for the arrival of
our King. That expectation is sure to exercise. a most salutary influence
upon our hearts and lives, as is well expressed by the Apostle. " The
grace of God which bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching
us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly in this present world, looking for that blessed
hope, even the glorious appearing of our Great God and Saviour Jesus
Ohrist, who gave Himself for us that He might redeem us from all
iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people zealous of good
works" (Tit. ii. 11-14).-1 am, my dear friends,
Your affectionate Friend and Pastor,
St.-Xary-le-Port.
SAMUEL ABRAHAM W A.LKER.
/'

DIVINE FAITHFULNESS.
"Know, therefore, that the Lord thy God, He i8 God, the faithful God."DEUT. vii. 9.
THE words, Divine faithfulness, Divine immutability, have of late, dear
reader, seemed to hang upon our mind. In the harassing, perplexing
hours of business, as well as in the quietude of leisure, our thoughts have
been very remarkably directed to the consideration of this glorious and
comforting subject; our heart has been, as it were, so burdened under
the immensity of the reflection, that we have been unable longer to conceal our thoughts, and have endeavoured, in a very feeble way, and in
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entire dependence upon the ever-needed assistance of God the Spirit, to
give expression theret<J.
"The faithful God." How does this declaration, dear reader, stand in
bold relief in contrast with the unstable nature of everythin~ earthly!
How changeable, how varied the character of terrestrial objects! Earthly
pomp and greatness, how fickle and fleeting! Earthly endeal'ments and
friendships, how short-lived! The tie which yesterday bound together
the most mutual friendship, is to-day severed by the most unforeseen and
trivial circumstance! Amidst, then, these scenes of constant mutability,
hpw beautiful, how oonooling to fall back in the sweetest realization of
that blessed declaration given us by St. Paul in the last chapter of the
Epistle to the Hebrews: "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and
for ever." But oh, what little faith creatures we are; how we need
reminding again and again that the immutability of J ehovah is correlative with His attribute of eternal; and that
"His is an unchanging love,
Lasting as eternity."
We have been led in sweet review of the way by which we have been
brought hitherto. We have been constrained to
"Retrace with memory's pointing wand,
That calls the past to an exact review;
The dangers we have 'scaped-the broken snareThe disappointed foe-deliverance foundUnlooked for-life preserved and peace restored,
Fruits of omnipotent, eternalluve."
Short and comparatively imperfect as our experience is, yet we can add
our testimony to the truth of the all-sustaining declaration, "Know,
therefore, that the Lord thy God, He is God, the faithful God." The
··burden of our heart, dear reader, is that we cannot always realize that,
notwithstanding all our changeable frames, notwithstanding the sinfulness of our hearts and the coldness and indifference of our love, we have
a Friend that sticketh closer than a brother, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of a turning. When the burden of our sin has
been int<Jlerable, and when under its crushing weight we have been compelled, in the most intense anguish of soul, to cry out with Hezekiah, "0
Lord, I am oppressed; undertake for me," how often has our God in His
faithfulness manifested Hiliiself to us in all the fulness of His saving
love and power; quelling all our fears by the application of His pardoning love: "I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and,
as a cloud, thy sins; return unto Me, for I have redeemed thee" (Isaiah
xliv. 22).
The children of God in their pilgrimage heavenwards often find themthemselves surrounded by difficulties, anxieties, perplexities, and fears;
yea, do not they often find their situation strikingly comparable to that
of Israel of old, when being pursued by the impatient armies of the
Egyptians; the Red Sea forming an impenetrable barrier before, innumerable mountains on each side, and a pursuing army at their back?
Did not this seem an hour of despair and desperation for the Israelites?
And is not such constantly the case with God's spiritual Israel until, in
the abundance of His love, and in the might of His omnipotence, the
Lord J ehovah appears, dispelling all their difficulties, and dividing
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:asunder the Red Sea, or casting aside every obstacle, brings them safely
-through, to the praise and glory of His name, and the indubitable assur-ance of His eternal faithfulness and omnipotence? Was not David's
-experience in accordance with this declaration, when, speaking of himself,
he says, "This poor man cried, and the Lord beard him, and saved him
out of all his troubles?" What a blessed assurance for the child of God!
What an enviable position, to be led out of our poverty and nothingness,
to draw upon the faithfulness of our God; and out of the overflowing of
Eis fulness to receive grace to help in every time of need. Wb,at is it r.f)
,
but such a realization that enables us to tread upon a new year with the
utmost confidence that all will be well? Whence comes that celestial
beam which lights up With joy the pallid countenance of the dying saint,
seeming almost the reflection of the brightness of the world of bliss?
W orldling, canst thou account for it? Canst thou explain it? All thy
attempts to solve the mystery will fail, for it is a secret hid from thy
understanding; "The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him"
(Psalm xxv. 14). Yes, it is the secret of the covenant faithfulness of his
God, which sheds a glorious sunshine on his dying moments; whispering
in his ears with unutterable blessedness, "Yea, though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for Thou art with
me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me" (Psalm xxiii. 4).
The Christian often sinks to the depths of despondency when in contemplation of the article of death, giving way to the most gl/?omy doubts
.and apprehensions, and sinking to the deepest depths of mistrust and
\ fear. What a comfort, then, that no changing frame of ours can alter
the immutable faithfulness of our Lord. How blessed the thought that
" When I have safely passed
Through every conflict but the last,
Unchanging still, He'll watch beside
My dyin~ bed-for He has died:
Then point to realms of cloudless day,
And wipe the latest tear ~way."
The faithfulness of Jehovah is more than finite man can comprehend,
and not until we reach the kingdom of everlasting bliss as trophies of the
covenant faithfulness of our God, shall we be able to comprehend the
depth of its meaning. Then, before the throne, with all the celestial
choirs, will we swell the chorus of never-ending praise to the faithfulness
of Him who, in the fulfilment of His covenant love, hath brought us to
His eternal kingdom, having loved us and washed us from our sins in
the blood of Christ. Till then be it ours to rest in the sweetest confidence
upon the faithfulness of Him who hath brought us safely thus far on our
-earthly pilgrimage; bearing us up under the trials of the way, cheering
-our dullest moments, blessing us with innumerable mercies, and comfort~
ing us with daily assurances of His immutable love and unchanging
compassion.
Manchester.
T. HART.
" GOD be merciful to me a sinner" (Luke xviii. 13). Archbishop Usher
used often to say that he hoped to die with the above language in his
mouth, and his wish was in a great measure fulfilled, for he expired saying, "0 Lord, forgive me, especially my sins of omission."
H
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AT HOME WITH THE LORD.
"AT home with the Lord! " Oh, sweet declaration,
To cheer me amid all this wilderness gloom;
No longer encumbered with sin and temptation,
But happy for ever with Jesus at home!
" At home with the Lord!" no longer to wander,
A pilgrim and stranger on earth's blighted ground;
Released from the thorns which enfetter my spirit,
And often entangle and compass me round.
" At home with the Lord!" to my soul's satisfaction,
In joy everlasting, and glory sublime;
No longer the subject of care and distraction,
For all will be peace in that happier clime,
"At home with the Lord! " oh! blessed deliverance,
From all the vexations and trials below!
The conflict is ended, the triumph achieved,
And glory adorns the conqueror's brow.

"At home with the Lord! " in those mansions so blessed,
Where nothing unholy can mar or defile,
Where pilgrims can never by sin be distressed,
And no tempting devil can ever beguile.
"At home with the Lord!" yes, for ever and ever,
The family circle will soon be complete ;
Not one shall be missing, but each ransomed sinner,
Shall join in the chorus, and" Victory" repeat.
Birmingham.
E. B. M
To be had post-free of Mrs. Moens, 47, Bath Row, Birmingham, 6d. per dozen, or 3s. 6d.
per hundred.

BIBLE ESSAYS.
" OUR attention is arrested by a bundle of old writings which we learn
was produced by the pens of nearly fifty different writers, and durinO' a
period of 1,500 years. These numerous writers differed from each other
in many respects. Some were great and mighty men, others insignificant persons. Some were men of extensive learning, others herdsmen, fishermen, mechanics. Ooncert between them there could be none.
What could we expect, then, but a jumble, a chaos of discordant materials, a mass of inconsistencies? Yet, when we examine this collection of
writings, what do we find? The opening chapter of the book commences
with the history of one great work, when the earth was prepared and
made ready for man, who was called into existence and placed upon it.
And what if the whole human race had been asked to express a desire,
what could they have asked more without presumption than to be told
just when, and how, and why they were created? Now we turn to the
other end of the book. As the first page told us of the first day and hour
of man's existence, so the last instructs how man's history on the present
earth shall close. Thus, in a single volume which men carry in their
pockets, the whole human story in its main outlines is comprised. Oan
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anything be imagined more like a unity of mind, plan, and pmpose, than
this? And let it be remembered that this book is the only book in all the
world which offers to us equal information. Not one of all the great
philosophers of ancient days supplied us with anything of the kind.
There is no other history of the earliest past than this; there is no other
prediction of the future: not another book in the world professes to offer
us any information either as to one or the other. A few moments'
thought will satisfy any one that all idea of concert is out of the question;
yet how wonderful is the harmony, the unity, which is everywhere perceptible! The whole book teaches one faith, from the opening of Genesis
to the end of the Apocalypse. We recognise in the Bible one harmonious
and complete whole, having beginning, middle, and end, as planned by
one omniscient mind; and we find in it also the most perfect unity which
no twenty fallible men, writing at various times and in different lands,
did or ever could exhibit.
" The learned men of our day have introduced an idea that has begun
to work on the minds of many, that Scripture is only partially inspired;
but they do not define what is inspired and what is not. Happily these
men differ among themselves; but to inject a doubt upon the point is
enough to disturb the mind of the ill-informed among the rising generation; and the great bulk of the popular periodicals of om day ridicule
the absolute inspiration of the Bible.
"But the Scriptures have forewarned us of such: 'In the last days
perilous times shall come;' and t~e divine shie!<Lgiven to faith, the
Word of God, is spoken of in this wise: 'ALL Scripture is given by
inspiration of God; and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly fmnished unto all good works.' What can be more
comprehensive and complete than this summary of the power and usefulness of the inspired oracles of God? Again we read that 'holy men of
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.' And this is the
New Testament certificate to the Divine authorship of the Old Testament,
which was committed by God to the Jews (Rom. iii. 2), who have jealously
guarded them as the utterances of God to this day; and that not as
Christians, tracing out in the events of the New the predictions recorded
in the Old, but guarding them with the minutest care, and with the
greatest reverence, while enemies to the faith whichJhe New Testament
reveals. Infidelity, science, ignorance, have alike combined to shake the
Bible out of its place as the Book of God; but it stands to confound its
enemies, and confirm its own testimony, for its enemies are depicted in
the sacred writings: and the triumphs of grace still roll on, whereby
enemies are turned into friends, and those who sought to destroy, corrupt,
or mutilate the Word of God, are turned into advocates.
Men of corrupt minds having made what is called the 'various readings,' which might naturally be expected from translations and early
manuscripts, a point for cavilling, the learned Dr. Kennicott spent his
whole life in these investigations; comparing hundreds of manuscripts of
known and established reputation, and thus gathering a vast amount of
various l·eadings. King George HI. asked him to state in a few words
what had been the result of his laboms. His reply was, 'He had found
some grammatical errors and many variations; but not one that affected
any article of faith in the smallest degree in doctrine or practice.' "
This extract is from a small volume, entitled "Essays on the Bible,"
H 2
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which meets, in argument and illustration, the wants of the day. The
corruption or concealment of truth being very generally accomplished,
Satan has levelled his artillery in a most undisguised way against the
Scriptures. Through the influence of one party they are withheld, and
denounced as unfit for the ignorant; through another section the Bible
is represented as partially inspired, and, therefore, the wisdom of the
reader is to find out God's share in His own Book. Men of position,
. education, and talent are ranged on both sides; and, as of old so now,
Sadduces and Pharisees unite to make war upon God's truth. Infidelity
on the one hand, and lifeless formality on the other, combine to get rid
of the record that levels both in the dust, and denounces them as the
devil's work in the heart of fallen man, which, unless uprooted by
Sovereign grace, must end in an eternity of lasting woe.
r The fact is, the l1wjOality of the Bible is too stringent for the vicious,
and the divinity of the Bible is too humbling for the learned. The infidel
and the Phai'isee are alike condemned by its sacred truths; and the
voice that said, "Let there be light, and there was light," must speak in
the heart of a sinner; apply the Word to the conscience; perform a supernatural work on the soul; and give that faith which receives God's record
about sin and salvation, heaven and hell, truth and error, the way of
death and the path of life. Those who would rob the young or the old of
-the Scriptures, undermine their divine authenticity, inj ect doubts as to their
inspiration, and bring the facts and truths therein stated to the bar of
human reason, are doing the devil'g work; and to this widely-increasing
source may pe traced the social evils so rife in our day. But, if man were
better, the Bible would not be true; and the wickedness of the world
only adds world-wide proof to the veracity of Scripture. The great and
distinguishing mercy is to be brought under the power of the Spirit, and
have the eyes opened to see in God's light what man is and what Christ
is. This supernatmal work on the soul gives union with the mind of
God which is revealed~in the Scriptures, and which makes the people of
God to say with the ancient prophet, " Thy Word was found, and I did
eat it, and Thy Word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart.'~
The argumfmts contained in these "Essays on the Bible" we would
recommend to the studious consideration of the young who, being devoid
of grace, follow what is new to them in religion, and so are led away from
the Scriptures into the region of doubt by men of corrupt minds.
There is but one objection we would offer to the book, and that is the
needless slur cast upon the memory of William Huntington, as at page
317. The learned head-master of Rugby, co-partner in the" Reviews
and Essays," and now the diocesan of the see of Exeter, will little thank
the author for coupling him with the coal-heaver! But, to let our readers
judge for themselves, we give the passage as it stands:" It may appear strange, and yet it is strictly true, that the position
taken by the head-master of Rugby differs in no important respect from
that occupied by a justly-contemned sect who are called Antinomians.
The last great teacher of this school in England was the famous William
Huntington, S.S., who used to instruct his hearers in a fashion of which
we can only find room for one or. two specimens, as the following :-' If
the believer's rtlle be impl£ed in the Ten Commandments, t't would lie there long
enough b~fore he would find it out. The bel£ever's rule mild be found in Ms
heart if he ever live8 with God in heaven.'''
A.D.d this, in the judgment of our author, is Antinomianism! William
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Huntington here sets forth in brief the great Gospel truth, that the
believer's rule of obedience is "the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus," whereby the soul is brought under the power of the love of Christ,
'-' and love worketh no ill to his neighbour, and therefore lQve is the fulfilling of the law." Very different this to the dogma broached by the r ~
modern school of divines which represents conscience as an unfallen attribute in man, "upon which we may rely with security upon the clear and
unbiassed testimony of Olu' conscience with regard to what we ought or •
ought not to do." As opposite as the poles was the faith of William
Huntington to this-as opposite as the natural and the spiritual, the
human and divine, the law oflife and the law of death.-;\<
William Huntington was among the few teachers in his own or any
other day, who distinguished between law and Gospel, which Luther used
to say was the most difficult point in divinity to keep separate. The law
commands, the Gospel gives; the law condemns, the Gospol saves. The
law says, "Do" ; the Gospel reveals the work is done. The law demands
obedience from the sinner; the Gospel declares God receives the sinner
on the ground of the obedience of Christ. The law says, "Pay me that
thou owest" ; the Gospel proclaims that the debt is paid by the life-blood
of the Lamb of God. The law says, '''Vorkto obtain mercy" ; the Gospel
says, "Work because you have received mercy." This was the burthen of
William Huntington's "Message to the Church of God," which obtained for him the title and stigma of an Antinomian. His enemies could
lay nothing to his charge; and, like Daniel of" old, they might have said,
",Ve shall not find any occasion against this Daniel except we find it
against him concerning the law of his God." The law of the Spirit of
life in Christ Jesus had set him free from the law of sin and death, and
this was William Huntington's unpardonable offence in the eyes of Pharisees and legalists.
We recommend the author of these interesting essays to read the
writings of vVilliam Huntington, and probably a second edition of this
little volume may appear without the obnoxious reference to a man who
was owned and honoured of God; called and qualified for the work of the
ministry by the Spirit; and, in life and practice, was a credit to the
Gospel he professed. The reproach of Antinomianism has not died with
vVilliam Huntington, nor was he "the last great teacher of this school,"
as the author informs us. All who preach a full, free, and finished salvation
in Christ, for a redeemed people, have to pass under the same reproach;
and, though they are the few in every age, yet has God never left Himself without witness to His own precious Gospel down to this day. It
has been branded with many ill names from a godless world, but truth
shall outlive all reproach.
.
The term Antiuomian simply means against Taw, in the sense that the
Spirit of God, by the apostle Paul, explains it: "Knowing that a man is
not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ,
even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the
faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the
law shall no Hesh be justified."
I

" William Huntington's masterly compendium of the Contents of. the Bible (price
one halfpenny; Collingridge, London), which we recommend to the notlCe of our r~aders
for distribution, is a page that will live when the elaborate argnments of the eneDlles of
the truth are forgotten.
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BRIEF SKETCH.
IT is now nearly four years since one who had long fought the fight of
faith laid down the sword and shield and entered into the rest which
remains to the children of God-a rest which, notwithstanding the gloomy!
picture some in these days draw of it, we believe is certified by God's
Word to be an entrance upon the pleasures which are for evermore-,
enjoyment of uninterrupted communion with our Saviour, and, therefore,
far better than earth's troubled struggle; for, saith the Spirit, "Blessed
are the dead which die in the Lord." As we think anything that casts a
light on the Pllst history of any of those blessed ones who have already
crossed the Jordan and entered the heavenly Canaan is interesting to
those who are travelling thither, we propose to beguile the way for a little
while by noticing a characteristic of the life of one of these. He was one
of the first agents and the first superintendent of the Manchester and Salford Town Mission. It was his delight to preach Christ; and he constantly endeavoured to lead those with whom he had to do to lift up the
Crucified One before the gaze of perishing sinners, as the sure and only
means of saving the lost. Though intensely practical, he had a poetical
turn of mind, evidenced not only by original effusions, but by a constant
habit of speaking to himself" in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs."
This it was that suggested the idea of writing this paper. Daily, and
sometimes many hours in the day, a verse or hymn, suitable to the circumstances in which he was placed, would drop from his lips. He was
an Irishman, born in Coalhill, co. Cavan. While yet an infant, his
mother taught him that sweet, childlike verse:" I am a little child, you see,
My strength is little, too;
But yet I fain would saved be,
Lord, teach me what to do."
"

And, when somewhat older" Christ, Thy wounds and bitter passion,
Bloody sweat, cross, death, and tomb,
Be my daily meditation
Till I to Thy pl'esence come.
When a sinful thought would start,
Ready to seduce my heart,
Thy sore pain effectually
Me forbid with sin to dally."
These words, thus early impressed upon his memory, this mother's
legacy was doubtless often in after years to the boy and to the young
man, in times of trial and temptation, worth more than thousands of gold
and silver. Many a time, long afterwards, he repeated them to littli:l
children, or the young, and to Sunday scholars, whom it was his delight
to gather around him at a cheerful tea meeting.
It was not till more than half his life was gone that his long-cherished
wish to devote himsolf to our Lord's service assumed irresistible force.
Often ~ight he then be heard humming-
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" 0, tell me no more
Of this world's vain store,
The time for sHch trifles with me
Now is o'er," &c.
He gave up a prosperous business, and soon after left Dublin, and
entered the Manchester Mission. It is one of the writer's earliest recollections how, at this time and previously, when dressing, or when tending
his flowers in the room, the garden, or the greenhouse, the following
verses were constantly on his lips : "My Jesus is always desirous to meet me,
Abounding in love and in mercy to greet me.
Above all I love Him, Ior He is my treasure;
I humbly adore Him, and serve Him with pleasure.
"My heart's fixed on Jesus, whose love is so tender;
My life and my all unto Him I surrender;
He is and remaineth my soul's meditation,
My faith's only object till my consummation."
The Lord's work, dear to him among any people, was especially so in
the church of his choice, so that when offered a congregation within the
borders he at once accepted of it. On the 3rd of October, 1839, the missionaries invited him, and her in whom his heart had long safely trusted,
to meet them at tea in the Evangelical Friends' Meeting House. An
.address read to her on the occasion concluded with the words, "For all
these reasons, we deeply regret that you and your beloved husband are
'about to leave us. If the arrangements into which he has entered partake not of the character of the laws of the Medes and Persians, which
.alter not, I say, in the name of my brethren, Mr. and Mrs. - - , do not
J.eave us." Ministerial difficulties of no common character fell to his lot;
but his d.etermination not to lay down the cross he had taken up, found
.expression in the words" Warrior, on thy station stand,
Faithful to thy Saviour's call,
With the shield of faith in hand,
Fearless let what may befall.
"Nothing fill thee with dismay,
Hunger, toil, or length of way;
In the strength of Jesus boast,
Never, never quit thy post."
Having served the flock at Rooton seventeen years, he removed to a
<distance; but even then, in feeble health and failing strength, he kept
JIUEetings in his house, established a Sunday-school, and scattered the
-Gospel-seed around him. Ris feelings at this time found frequent vent
in the lines" 0, what joy,
0, what joy awaiteth me!
I rejoice in expectation
That I in my flesh shall see
Him, the God of my salvation,
And behold the Lord, in endless bliss,
As He is."
Mter the removal of her who, while her life lasted, had been a help and
support to him in all his labours, when doubtless his own entrance into
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the realities of eternity seemed n~t far distant, and the light of heaven
revealed to his sorrowing, yet never-desponding heart, his imperfectionswith vivid clearness, his earnest longings for greater conformity to the
image of the Holy One, found expresfion as "follows : " Make me clean,
My whole natnre purify;
Wash me in that precious fountain,
Which by faith I opened, see,
Standing on tbe blissful mountain,
Where thou barest my sin, my guilt, and shame,
Slaughtered Lamb!
" Bid me live.
Bid a dying sinner live;
Raise, 0 raise my drooping spirit;
Then to Thee myself I'll give,
And until I heaven inherit,
Every moment in Thy service spend,
Faithful Friend!"
His strength was in a great measure restored, and faithfully he devoted
the moments of his few remaining years to the service of that" Faithful
Friend."
In compliance with the request of the Yorkshire Conference, he undertook a pioneer missionary work in Crook, county Durham, from which
many a young man would have shrunk; and we know that souls will
rejoice throughout eternity that he did so. After he had been two years
in Crook, repeated attacks of bronchitis forced him again to rest. Before
he left the town, arrangements had been made for the purchase of a
chapel. His successor wrote of him, "I say, the like of him will not
appear again in Crook for a century." His daughter was now in Gracehill, co. Antrim, and here he tarried for rest, but not for long. During
the last year of his life, he was asked to take temporary charge of
two congregations successively until they could be supplied with suitable
ministers,-a request which he joyfully complied with. The hymn most
frequently quoted by him during his last years was" Amazing grace (bow sw~et the sound!)
That saved a wretch like me;
lance was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see.
" 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I fu'st believed!
" Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
I am already come;
'Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home:
" The Lord hath promised good to me,
His word my hopes secures:
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.
"Yes, wben this flesh and heart shall fail,
And mortal life shall cease,
r shall possess within the vail
A life of joy and peace."
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During his rapid passage through the valley of death, his faith shone
with lustrous joyousness, and the habit .of his life still preYailed. The
following are some of his utterances : " Yes, my dear Lord, in following Thee,
Not in the dark uncertainty,
This foot obedient moves;
'Tis with a Brother and a King,
Who many to His yoke will bring,
Who ever lives and ever loves."
" Christ is mine and I am His,
Found with Him in close communion;
And His bitter passion is
The foundation of this union;
Full of hopes which never yield,
Firm on Him, my Rock, I build."
The last lines he repeated were : " Christ, my Rock, my Sun, Defence!
Jesus, my Redeemer, liveth!
Oh! what pleasing hopes from thence
My believing heart deriveth !
Else death's long and gloomy night
Would my guilty soul affright."
After which his utterances were chiefly confined tp 'passages of Scripture.
It was on a Sunday evening that his ransomed spirit sought the city of
the blest, after a sojourn on earth of nearly sev~nty-seven years. A week
before he had preached, in much weakness but deep earnestness, he told
his hearers that, if spared to address them the following Sabbath evening,_
his subject would be "The reward of faith;" but, ere the hour appointed~
came, his faith was changed to sight. There remained upon his COUlltenance a wonderful expression of subd_ued joy; and one entexing, tha
room, unaware that his last sigh was over, thought he still lived..
"He lives, but not on earthly soil,
For ever past is all his toil;
.Amidst the ransom'd spirits bright,
He lives in everlasting light."
THE GRACE OF GOD MAGNIFIED IN THE ILLNESS AND
DEATH OF MRS. CHARLES BURGESS, OF WARRINGTON.
To the EditOj' of the Gospel Magazine.

My DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD,-It is very cheering to meet with
instances in the Lord's living family of the wonderful way in which the Lord
fits the minds of His dear people to meet death. There is something in aeatk
from which the child of God naturally shrinks,. when, for example, the wife·
and mother, dearly loved and valued, who has for many years lived in
blessed harmony with her husband, and has made her children's spiritual.
welfare her daily, anxious, and prayerful concern, is laid aside by illness,_
which it is evident will soon end in death, how very natural for that wife·
and mother to shrink from the thought of dying! The ties of nature, oh,
how strong! But how wonderfully does the gracious Lord prepare the
minds of His people for the great change, when they must bid adieu to.
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"earthly ties and scenes! This was illustrated in a remarkable manner in
.the case of the late Mrs. Charles Burgess, of W arrington.
It is worth while to notice that my acquaintance with her is to be traced
1>0 the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, of which she and her now sorrowing husband
have been readers for many years. Seeing sermons of mine which
appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, Mr. B., with another gentleman,
resolved to write to me, and ascertain whether I would go and preach in
Warrington occasionally if a room were obtained. To this appeal I dared
not say nay; but replied, "Get a room, and I will gladly come and preach
to you the Gospel of God's free grace." A room was at once obtained, and
a weekly service has been conducted for upwards of two years, and some
very blessed seasons have been enjoyed. God has given me to know, in
many instances, of the services being blessed to His living family. Our
weekly service was highly prized by the late Mrs. B.
From the commencement of the services she attended regularly as long
as her health (which was never very good) permitted. Indeed, she was
often present, when, if she considered her health, she would have remained
at home.
During her illness, which lasted about ten months, I was enabled to see
more of her inward spiritual life, and my conversations with her were
most refreshing to my own soul. She was a great lover of a free grace
Gospel, which was to her the power of God unto salvation. At the commencement of her illness, which her medical attendants repeatedly affirmed
'Would be fatal, the thought of leaving her dear husband and children she
shrank from. But the Lord wonderfully displayed His grace in this
respect; her mind was sweetly brought into a state of blessed submission
to the Lord's sovereign will. And here I cannot refrain from quoting
from your Editor's article for this month (December). You remark
of the people of God, "When their hearts are in very deed brought
.down; when their own carnal wills are subdued; when their fleshly
1llinds are thoroughly controlled; when they can in truth, and without
any reserve whatever, exclaim, 'Thy will be done; not as I will, but as
Thou wilt, Lord;' we repeat, that when this is in very deed the case, no
'second will, no carnal choice, but a full, entire, perfectly unreserved falling
. into the hands of the Lord to be, to do, to suffer whatsoever, whensoever,
and for how long soever the Lord pleases: when this is the case, wilder'ness teaching is well nig'h brought to a close; home is near! The c Come
up higher' will soon be heard. The dear so-taught one may be upon
·the very tip-toe of expectation, for the welcome summons shall soon be
heard, 'The Master is come and calleth for thee.''' These remarks were
,signally verified in the case of dear Mrs. B. Although at the beginning
·of her illness the thought of her husband and children being left was to her
<Illost distJ.'essing, yet she was brought to say, « The Lord's will be done."
Indeed, for weeks she calmly contemplated her departure from this worldA
'of sin and suffering. In <Jne of my visits to her I spoke of the exercises
-of God's family, cc the flesh lusting against the Spirit, and the Spirit against,
I.the flesh." She said she knew what those exercises were; and, though
:-she was often distressed in consequence, yet she believed the Lord was
\.faithful, and that He would not leave the work of His gracious hands.
On another visit she told me she had been favoured with some precious
wisits from the Lord; that during the silent watches of the night the Lord
ro.ad granted her some sweet seasons of communion.
On another occasion, when I remarked that, being confined to the sick
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room, she would have much time to reflect upon spiritual things, she
remarked, that she felt the plague of her own heart, and was troubled
with indwelling sin and corruption as much in the sick room as when
engaged in the activities of life; that she felt the need of the continual
working of Jesus in her soul by the power and grace of His Almighty
Spirit. During her illness many of her friends and relatives came to see
her, and she could talk to them of nothing else but the grace and mercy
of the Lord in dealing with her; and, when entreated to desist from talking, she replied, "She could not refrain from speaking of Him who had
done so much for her."
My dear wife was anxious to see her once more in the flesh, and in
{)Ourse of conversation she remarked to her, " Wearisome nights and
wearisome days, but not for long; and then this corruptible shall put on
incorruption, and this mortal be clothed with immortality:" and, on
taking her last farewell, she said, "Give my love to your father, and tell
him I cannot doubt my glorious God." She was at times favoured with
such a blessed sense of the Lord's felt presence and power in her soul,
that she could sing" victory through the blood of the Lamb."
On another of my visits, which she fully expected would be the last
time I should see her in this world, it seemed as though the Lord was
speaking in her; for I never heard her speak with such fluency and
unction. I could wish that her words were taken down at the time, but
the substance was as follows: I asked her whether she still felt the Lord
Jesus precious to her soul? She replied, " I feel Him to be most precious.
I fe~atl.ha:ye a personal interest il! J;!jm, and in His atoning blood;
ana that aU ._my sins are pardoned-:- I believe -that, as my Great High
Pnest, He has made atonement for my sins, and, as my Intercessor, that
He ever liveth before the throne of God, making intercession for me,
pleading the merits of His blood and all perfect righteousness:" and,
looking at me with an inexpressible look of earnestness, she said, "Oh,
my dear friend, may you have much grace granted you to go on in your
m.inistry, preaching Christ and Him crucified, and magnifying the riches
of sovereign grace; nothing else will do for a poor sinner but Christ's
finished salvation. Yes, it's finished! Oh, what a mercy! Saved by
free grace through the-blood and righteousness of my only Saviour, who
loved me and gave Himself for me." I took my leave of her, fully
€xpecting it would be our last interview; however, I was permitted to
see her once more, when, on asking how she felt in her soul, she replied,
that "though the outward man was decaying, the inward man was
renewed day by day: that she should soon be with the Lord Jesus, who
was all her salvation and all her desire." This was the last time I saw
her. In a few days after I received the following letter from her
sorrowing husband : "10, Palmyra Square, Warrinqton,
"Nov. 27, 1870.
"My DEAR MR. EAsTMEAD,-My dear wife die'd on Friday, about eleven
o'clock, as you would learn from the note my son sent you yesterday. I
am desirous to send you a few lines respecting the close of her sojourn
with us, that the special mercies, loving-kindness, faithfulness, and truth
of our Covenant God may be had in remembrance, and that you may, as
a faithful minister of Jesus Christ, be encouraged and confirmed in preaching the glorious Gospel of the blessed God by the living and dying testimony of her who is now entered into that' rest which remaineth for the
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people of God.' I have not been able to make any note of what she said
during the long period of her sickness, but her great desire was for herself, to have a more full and certain hope and assurance of her interest in
the Lord Jesus Ohrist, and for those that came to see her to tell them
of the worth and love of Him after whom her soul ran out in such vehement desires. I have reason to think that, before our union together, she
had a true acquaintance with her lo~t condition as a sinner before God,
and a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Ohrist as the Saviour of all
such; but she had at different times doubts and fears as to her standingin Ohrist, which, during the silent hours of night, she has told me caused
her much soul-exercise and pleading in prayer with God f<?J_the assuranceof her soul's everlasting happiness; this was granted to her in remarf.=
able and blessed manner during the last three months of her life, in whieh
it pleased our Heavenly Father to manifest, in and through her, tDleexceeding greatness of His grace, mercy, and power during the time of
great weakness of body, and in the hour of death, to the comfort, peace,
and joy of her own soul, and, it is hoped, to the lasting profit of many
that were witnesses of it.· I think almost the last words I heard from her
lips ,were about two hours before her departure, when, at the time her
breathing was become very difficult, she said, 'I am happy!' and, soon
after, 'I am unspeakably happy! ' I will endeavour shortly to send you
some fm'ther particulars of this, to me, wonderful instance of the graca
and power of God. All join me in kind est Ohristian love to yOill'self and
Mrs. E.
"I am, my dear Mr. Eastmead,
"Yours truly,

a

"OHARLES BURGESS.'"

My object in sending an account of the illness and death of our deal"
departed sister, is for the benefit of the Lord's Nving tried faintly. He
who so graciously took away from her the dread of death, will do so in
the experience of all His redeemed family; for are they not all alike precious to Him? Is it not true in the case of all in His family, "He
knoweth our frame, and remembereth we are du'Stl" The Lord is ever
~convincing His people that He grants needful grace-grace sufficient for
,1the time; and, when the time of death comes, dying grace will be given. It
will not be given beforehand, but at the time. And, oh! how cheering
to God's tried family are such insta'irces of the Lord's covenant faithfulness as we have in the case of our deal; departed friend! Although the
Lord has displayed His faithfulness in the past, and been better to us
than all our fears, yet our unbelieving hearts are ever questioning, suggesting doubts and misgivings; and are we not tempted to think that, in
the swellings of Jordan, Oill' faith will give way, and we shall be left to'
battle with the tempter alone? But our Jesus is faithful. The promise,
" I will never leave thee; no, no, I will never forsake thee," the Lord
signally fulfilled in the illness and death of our dear departed friend;
and what He has done in her experience as one of His loved, chosen,
redeemed family, He will certainly do in the experience of all in that
family. For are they not all loved alike, even with an everlasting love?
Are they not all redeemed with One precious blood? And does not the
Holy Ghost say, for the encouragement of His tried family in the world,
"l3oth He that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one
(Father), for which cause He (Ohrist) is not ashamed to call them
brethren? "
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After perusing the above I received the following interesting letter,
which gives a fuller and more minute account of the blessed state of
Mrs.. B.'s mind, and how God was ripening her for her great chr.nge:-

" Warrington, lJee. 11, 1870.
"My DEAR MR. EASTMEAD,-I mentioned in my letter sent to you
:respecting the death of my dear wife, that almost the last words I heard
her utter were expressive of the happiness of soul she experienced. I
-then said, 'Is Jesus precious to you now?' She said, 'Yes.' After my
leaving the room she spoke of Jesus, and was very anxious to depart and
be with Him. Not long after this / she fell asleep.' I had been held
up during her sickness by the hope of her recovery, and of ·her being
restored to her family, until about two months before her death, when it
became apparent f~'om the contimled decline of strength, and her own
increasing feeling of weakness, that the end of her earthly course was
·fast approaching; this was accompanied, to my mind, with thoughts and
forebodings of a sad and painful nature in the prospect of our separation,
and the desolate condition which in prospect awaited me.
" Whilst my spirit was thus being bowed down with fears and gloomy
apprehensions as to the future, her hope of eternal life and assurance of
the love of God to her soul, with a resting upon the Lord Jesus Christ
and His finished salvation, became stronger and clearer. The longings
.and pantings of her soul after God and Christ, and her language to me
-concerning His dealings with her soul, were so blessed of God to myself,
as for the time to remove almost all consideration of what lay before me.
Her experience seemed to resemble that of a young believer in the time
-of first love; her soul (as she many times said) so running out in desires
after Christ, which she said could not be so unless she loved Him who
first loved her. I sought to be with her as much as possible, and more
·so as her end drew near. All fear of death and the grav~ was taken
away, as she felt that all her sins w61:e forgiven, that they had been
nailed to the cross. 'Oh what a glorious shout of victory through the
bTh6Uof the Lamb, and all of grace,' said she, 'I shall have to raise!'
" At one time she remarked that I little knew how much she had been
:abased and humbled during her illness, adding, 'I have been very rebellious, and have thought if God spared and raised me up again, I should
seek to be otherwise; but my knowledge of my own evil heart leads me
to say I should be just the same if I were spared.' She was much con·cerned for the welfare of her children, and frequently took occasion to
-exhort and counsel them, especially the elder ones, desiring them to seek
heavenly and eternal things, and not to live for this world only. To those
that came to see her she sought to speak of Christ and her hope in Him,
;so much so, that it was remarked to her that it would weaken her to speak
so much. Her reply was that she could not do otherwise, since she felt
that the I~ord was keeping her here so long for this very purpose! Her
ilonversation at such times was of what Jesus was to her-wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption-she spoke often of the necessity
of the Holy Spirit's work, and of the discernment and understanding
$iven to her of spiritual things. Much more might be written of what
she said of the tribulations she had to endure-of her conflicts with Satan,
of the sufferings of Christ-but one of the things worthy of notice was the
'peace of mind and calmness of spirit she was enablel to manifest in times
-of .the greatest weakness, and in the hour of death, it being evident that
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God was with her, upholding and sustaining her by His gracious power,
making His strength perfect in her weakness.
" With Christian love, I am, yours truly,
"CHARLES BURGESS."
Now, in reflecting upon such a death as the one under consideration, we·
are constrained to say, "Let me die such a death, and let my last end be
as peaceful and blessed as hers." It is comforting, in this day of error in
which we live, to have met with one who for years delighted in the grand
old doctrines of the Reformation as our dear sister did; and who to the
last found them most sweet and precious to her soul. She was much
attached to the Church of England, and firmly believed that Church's
doctrines as expressed in the Thirty-nine Articles; but it was often a
source of deep sorrow to her that those doctrines were so seldom proclaimed by the clergymen now in the Church of England.
Alas, alas, this is too true! And, if we look for a free-grace Gospel
minister among the dissenters, so few are they, that where one is to be
found he is sure to be regarded as a black sheep, and all the ministers in
the neighbourhood will stand aloof from him, have no deali~gs with him,
and look upon him as a dangerous person. But the error prevails both
in and out of the Established Church of the land, and men substitute a:
gospel of their own (what Paul terms" a yea and nay gospel") for the
Gospel of God's free grace. It is cheering to find that the Lord looks
lafter His own, and teaches them the mysteries of His grace in a wonder.ful way.
I am afraid I have trespassed too much upon your space, but I felt
constrained to send you the above particulars, which cannot fail to be
encouraging to God's dear people; and my earnest prayer is, that the
Lord will graciously use them to comfort many in their distress. In
conclusion, may the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, continue to
grant you, dear brother in the Lord, much of His grace in your ministerial
and editorial work, and bless you abundantly with health of soul and
body during the year on which we shall soon enter, and thus grant you a
happy new year.
In the bonds of the covenant, yours affectionately,
Parsonage Ifouse, Tyldesley, Manc!18ster.
JAMES J. EASTMEAD.

Q[orrtSpOnbenu.
THE OLD PATHS.
To aie Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
Nic!wls Street, Lez'cester.

BELOVED in the Lord, may every new covenant blessing rest upon thee
and thine evermore!-I hope by this time your health is again restored;
but, whether it is so or not, all things most assuredly do work together for
the good of God's chosen family and His own glory; for infinite wisdom
cannot err, and is every day performing the thing appointed for us. There
is no change in our covenant God, no change in His love, His oath, His
promises. " He is not a man that He should lie, or the son of man that
He should repent." We are poor, helpless, changeable things; at least,
such is my case; but the Rock on which infinite love and mercy have
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placed my soul's salvation is immovable. "I am the Lord, and changenot," is solid ground to rest upon; and our standing rests with Him, seeing we have neither power nor wisdom of our own to keep us. I love to·
be enabled to view His hand in all that befalls me, and reap heavenly
instr"uction by every lesson put before me. YetI-am a poor, dull novice
in the mysteries of His heavenly kingdom, and am enabled sometimes to
draw a little comfort from the remembrance that "ou.t of the mouth of
babes He perfects praise," &c., and has chosen the foolish, weak, base and
contemptible things wherewith to glorify a precious Christ.
I purpose enclosing to you a letter (I once sent to Bonmahon) I mentioned to you when last I wrote. It was written by the late Mr. William
Huthwaite, schoolmaster, of Easthorpe, in the parish of Bottesford, to
the late Mrs. Thompson, of Grantham, the grandmother of Mr. George
Thompson, now with you. Mrs. T. allowed me to copy it many years ago.
I hope it may be made a blessing to yourself and others who may read it,
as it has been to me.
Thine truly in Jesus, our only Hope, Rock, and unfailing Refuge in
every time of trouble,
THORPE SMITH.
EastllOrpe, April17t7~, 1826.
DEAR MADAM,-My interview with you brought many dark days I
have passed through to my mind, and was the cause of my selecting
matter from the volume accompanying this for the two last Sabbath's
opportunities-(he was a reader in public)-and it has pleased God to
make it a blflssing to His people. Believing you to be able to make such
allowances as are needful in reading old authors, I determined to send
you the book, and not without begging of God to make it a blessing to
you. Oh, my dear friend, how infinite is the compassion of the Father
of all mercies! how wonderful the displays of His tender care towards
such rebels as we! that, after He has redeemed us by price and power,
and brought us into sensible union with Himself, He should still take such
.pains with us (bear the expression) to teach us to know more of ourselves
and Him, and of the infinite worth of His salvation day by day. When
He takes us in hand at first, and teaches us out of His law, He teaches
us to know somewhat of the power of His anger, His holiness, justice,
and terrible majesty, and of our guilt and obnoxiousness to His indignation.
In the revelation of His dear Son to us, He manifests His sovereign love,
the bowels of His mercy, the riches of His grace, and our utter unworthiness of such unbounded goodness; but His faithfulness and truth, His
long and great forbearance, His unchangeable love, His kind and Fatherly
care over us, His wisdom and power in preserving ns, His providential
goodness to us, His watchful eye over us, His delight in our welfare, and
His kind condescension to us, as well as our own utter helplessness, thepower of our adversaries, and the awful depravity of our nature, are
lessons we learn by daily experience; and not a little of these things, as
well as the benefit of the various office-characters Immanuel sustains in
our behalf, is learnt by means of the furnace of affiiction. When a trial
comes on, that pierces us to the quick, the awful fountain of iniquity discovers itself, to our astonishment and dismay; and the infinite goodness
and power of God is made conspicuous in maintaining His own graces
agajnst such dreadful opposition. In the time of heavy trials, every corruption of the heart rises up, and grace operates as powerfully to oppose
it, or else we should soon be swallowed up, and left to go forth with the
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workers of iniquity. Our feelings in the conflict are beyond our power t'"l
describe; we know what it is at the same moment for the heart to rise in
the most awful rebellion, and struggle for submission; to sink into
odespondency, and labour to hope; to dread the stroke of the Almighty,
-and yet cleave to His mercy; to dispute His truth, and yet rest upon it;
to limit the Holy Ghost, and yet trust in Him; to give all up, and yet to
labour after patience: the misery, confusion, and distraction of soul in
these conflicts none know but those who feel them. Everything in nature,
-even what we call its very excellencies, help forward the calamity. The
'stronger our reasoning powers, the more we reason ourselves into confu'sion, and particularly if such persons, as in our judgments and affiictions
as saints, are instrumental in our trials. The more refined our natural
feelings, the keener will be our sensations; and, as to that natural firmness of mind, so much extolled and cultivated, 'l\e find this may enable
many to endure evils as men, but will never enable us tt) bear trials like
Christians. No, pride and self-dependence are its root, and, in a trying
{hour, madness and self-destruction are its fruits. But, oh! the kindness,
eompassion, and faithfulness of the Father of all mercies, who never puts
us into the furnace but His eye is upon us for good, to proportion strength
-equal to our day, and to see that we lose nothing but dross in the fire.
I There are times wherein He makes us earnest with Him in prayer, and
r-the ways in which He answers us are numberless, even while we continue in the furnace. Sometimes He brings a word of encouragement
unexpectedly to our minds: this is meditated on for a time, and
strengthens our hope in Him, until, losing sight of it, our souls sink
again: sometimes a word of kindness, expressive of His goodness, mercy,
and compassion; this draws our affections sensibly to Him, and our
burden seems lighter to us: sometimes a word expressive of His faithfulnelils and truth; and we are ready to predict all will end well: and
sometimes a word of reproof, attended with humbling impressions, under
which we bow with humble submission, and say for the moment, "It is
the Lord; let Him do what seemeth Him good," Sometimes He leads usio consider our ways, perhaps for many years past, and brings some longforgotten sin to our remembrance. We see that He hath laid upon us
far less than our iniquities deserve, and, whilst this lasts, though tho
afllicting dispensation may still remain, its most distressing effects are not
felt. Sometimes He leads our minds back to former displays of powel' on
our behalf, and we cry out, "He hath delivered, and we trust He will yet
deliver." Sometimes He favours us a few minutes with a view of the
blessings we are in possession of, and our unworthiness of them; and we
cry out, "Wherefore should a living man complain-a man for the
punishment of his sins?" Sometimes He leads us to view the trials of the
saints of old: we find their language descriptive of our feelings, and feel
such an union with them as cannot be described; consider them as
ensamples for us, and hope for the same issue they had. Sometimes He
leads us to consider the state and the end of those that are at ease, and
we feel that we envy them not. Sometimes He carries our mind for a
few moments back to the Hme when we were first favoured with hope in
Him, or forward to what we are hoping for; and, if these views are ever
so transient, whilst they last our present affiictions appear light, and
which are but for a moment; and, though such helps and numberless
others may be very transient, and are followed, perhaps, by a renewal of
the conflict, and the most dreadful sensations, yet they are surely tokens
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for good, and proofs that the Lord hath not forsaken us, nor our God
:forgotten us, and are preludes to a favourable issue; and when it pleases
'God to appear for us, either to remove the affliction altogether, or to
'favour us with entire submission and resignation to His will, so as for
:patience to have its perfect work, we begin to reap the peaceable fruitS! .•
We then look back, and see the perils we have been in, and stand
'astonished that we should be supported and preserved where thousand:;
..have sunk to rise no more, and adopt the Pilgrim's language,"Oh, world of wonders-I can say no lessThat I should be preserved in this distress! "
We stand astonished at the mercy and goodness of our God iu
'bearing with all our frowardness and unbelief, and at His kind
-condescension in attending to the voice of our supplications, and
Jeel encouraged to call upon Him so long as we live. We consider
His wisdom and power, His faithfulness and truth, displayed in our
behalf; His infinite compassion towards, and tender care over us, dissolves
·our souls in meekness and brokenness of spirit before Him. Our affections are fixed on Him, and weaned from every idol; our views are
enlarged, truth endeared to us; our faith is strengthened, our hope confirmed, our affections purged, and our souls strengthened, 'stablished, and
settled. We reflect upon His dealings with us, and, upon a view of them,
say, "He hath done all things well." He is wonderful in counsel, and
excellent in working; and we are constrained to say, "It" is good for me
:that I have been afllicted." All I have said I have said from experience,
:and I am at a point in this, that I would not part with the benefits I have
:received from sanctified trials for all the gold of Ophir! I add no more,
,but my poor petitions for the Divine blessing upon every means of grace
.and every dispensation of providence to you.
I remain, dear Madam, yours sincerely in the bonds of the' Gospel,
WlLLIAM HUTHWAITE.

I hope you will be able to make out my scribble clearly. I think this
.an extraordinary letter, and is a description of a path trodden by few;
but I believe that you, as well as myself, will thoroughly understand it.
~t may be considered prolix by some, but I thought it best to give it to
you original. May our graeious God and Father abundantly bless you
evermore. I am very rheumatic still at times, but all is well. Don't
forget me at Court, a place where I daily remember thee. Adieu!

THE DEAD, ALIVE.
To the EditOl' of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR SIR,-As not a few of late have imbibed the idea that Popery is
'Slain, by reason of the fallen condition of the Pope, it will not be mistimed to give publicity, through the pages of your widely-circulated
MaO'azine, to the facts stated in the Bulwark as to the present workingIJo;er of Popery in Dublin, and in one branch only of Popish influ'ence, the Jesuits' order. It would be a mercy if any of the vast multitude of sleepers were awakened to the solemn danger that surrounds
them under the fatal opiate that the Church of Rome has sunk to rise no
more. Satan has not done with that apostate Church) and its emissaries
I

98

Tht Gospel Magazine.

and agents are only redoubling their endeavours to increase her spirftual:
power tenfold, now that her temporal influence among nations is gone.
Yours in theone faith,

H. B.
H Of the many institutions in Dublin for maintaining and promotin o '
Popery, we must give the first rank to thoEe of the JESUITS.
'"
" There are three establishments avowedly connected with this society in·
the city, under a superior, or general of the order. There are 27 priests
attached to them, and, no doubt, many subordinates; known and unknown. The Jesuits are not so much on foot as the other city priests,.
their time being taken up chiefly in hearing confessions, instructing
juniors, and conducting correspondence. They may, however, be frequently seen moving about in pairs, with quiet aspect and noiseless step,
so much in keeping with their secret and wily mode of action. They
have access to information regarding all families of position and influ-ence, Protestant and Roman Catholic; they know their connections, their
politics, and all their surroundings; and c~n adapt their perverting plans
in accordance with the circumstances.
" The Jesuit order is the most independent of all the fraternities allied
to the Roman Church, having liberty from the Pope to act when, where,
and how they think best in advancing his interests. They can assumeany garb, and any phase of opinion, when their doing so is likoly to
ensure success. They can become for a time the advocates of the very
views they are determined to subvert. They thus secure information,
and acquire the secrets of those whose cause they have for the moment
espouEed; they will then shift their position, and employ the knowledge
they have gained to counteract, and, if possible, to convert them. TheJesuits and their agents are found in every grade, from the duke to his.
stable-boy; from the lordly hall to the mud cabin; from the general-incommand to the raw recruit. In the leading papers of the day they are
well represented, .from the influential newspapers of the great Metropolis,
to the halfpenny rag that finds its supporters in the purlieus and lowest
lanes of our towns and cities. It can be proved beyond a doubt, that
the Jesuit and priestly party find means of asserting their views, either
stealthly or openly, in ail quarters. Nor let it be forgotten, that prevarication, mental reservation, falsehood, persecution of heretics, and many
other odious and dangerous principles, are authoritatively inculcated in
Jesuit theology."

THE GARDEN Ol~ACLE for 1871, edited by SHIRLEY HIBBERD, and published at the Gardener's Magazine office, is framed upon the old model, but
embodies a number of improvements. It is nearly double the bulk 6f·
any previous issue of the same work, and is largely embellishecl with
engravings, all of which are of ~L strictly useful character. This, the·
thirteenth publication of the "Garden Oracle," is characterized by a
number of peculiarly attractive features, such as figures and descriptions,
and selections of the most valuable garden vegetables and fruits, a series
of selections of " pictorial hees" for parks, gardens, public promenades,
and town enclosures, and a review in detail of the progress of horticulture
in every branch of the art during the past year.
.
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A FEW WORDS TO OUR BELOVED READERS.-DAILY
STRENGTH FOR DAILY NEEDS.
" Let not thy heart desp.(md and say,
HoW shall I stand th ~ trying day?
He has engaged by firm decree,
That as thy days thy strength shall be."

BELovED,-The longer we live, the more are we struck with amazement
and admiration at the wondrous wisdom, divine faithfulness, and allsufficiency of our God! The fulfilment of that blessed promise, in its
blessed daily realization, fills us more and more with adoring wonder.
" Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, so shall thy strength
be." Oh, how true is Jehovah to His word! how faithful to His promise,
blessed and praised for ever be His great and glorious name! We often
long to cast off these cumbrous clay shackles, in order that we may in
some little measure praise Him as we would.
Now, dear reader, listen to a little of the Lord's dealings, as i.n Godlike simplicity and sincerity we endeavour, by the Spirit's gracious power,
to set them before you.
Two or three weeks llince, we steppod one week-day morning into the
Church of St. Luke's, and sat down to listen a few minutes to our second
dau{rhter, who was then practising on the organ. She was playing one of
the good old-fashi.oned tunes of which we are specially fond; and, as our
spirit chimed in with the language of grateful retracings of the Lord's
hand, we thought, as we gazed upon that commodious and beautiful structure, of the words of the Psalmist, "Who am I, 0 Lord God? and what is
my house, that Thou hast brought me hitherto?" We cannot say that we
felt proud of the building, for we too commonly feel the weight and responsibility of so large and poor a parish to cherish these thoughts; but
the feeling wad, that of adoring wonder that the Lord, after the many
years' deep exei'cises we had had about the ministry, and the after-turmoil
and anxiety for so many years in Ireland, should have so condescendingly
and graciously caused such a structure to be erected for us, and that we
had been privileged to occupy its pulpit for within three weeks of ten
years! Moreover, that we had been supported and sustained under bitter
trials, agonizing bereavements, and frequent painful bodily afllictions.
His divine all-sufficiency thus stood forth in such blessed reality.
Well, at our usual midnight meeting at the close of the year, although
a bitter frosty night, we had some four or five hundred persons present;
and, as on such oocasions there are always many strangers, we thought
the most appropriate subject for such a season was the new birth. Its
necessity, nature, and effects, therefore, occupied our thoughts at that midnight hour. Our opening portion for the morning of the new year was
Deut. xxxiii. 27, "The eternal God is thy Refuge, and underneath are the
everlasting arms: and He shall thrust out the enemy from before thee;
and shall say, Destroy them." We felt that upon the threshold of a new
and altogether-unseen year, especially with all the solemn events that are
now transpiring, no greater blessing could be either promised or bestowed
than that couched in this great and glorious promise: the eternal God as
a Refuge; underneath and round about the ~verlasting arms, sink to what
depths we may: and that HE-not us, "for we have no need to fight in
this battle "-would thrust at the enemy before us: sin, Satan, the world
I
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-death, hell, and the grave. All to be met and all to be triumphed over in,
by, and through the power of the Lord J ehovah! Oh, blessed consideration!
In the evening of that first Sabbath our subject was: "My times are
in Thy hands;" and we felt that this was our mercy. The fact that one
parochial minister was then lying dead, and another minister hard by
lying dangerously ill, together with various other circumstances, pressed
greatly upon the spirit, and we felt that those half-dozen words just
expressed our own state of heart. In this sprit we sought, under God, to
press home the matter upon the hearers. At the close of the service, and
just as we were about to go to the Lord's table, one of the congregation
came into the vestry, and apprized us of the death that day of another
clergyman. This added greatly to the solemnity of one's feelings, insomuch that it was with difficulty we could go through the service. These
two ministers of the Establishment lay dead within a few hundred yards
of each other.
On the Thursday evening we spoke from Phil. i. 23, "I am in a strait
betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Ohrist, which is far
better."
On the following Sunday morning our text was Deut. iii. 25," I pray
Thee, let me go over, and see the good land that is beyond Jordan, that
goodly mountain, and Lebanon." The season in speaking was a priviledged and a happy one, at least, to one's own soul. We could quite
understand the reason for the request on the part of Moses. He wanted
to behold for himself-yea, to walk through the length of it and the
breadth of it-that goodly land which the Lord had covenanted to bestow.
He wished to be an eye and a heart-witness to Divine faithfulness and
Omnipotent power. But it could not be. There was the Lord's positive
and irrevokable refusal. He had allowed Himself to be moved with
respect to other requests which Moses had made; but with respect to this
He said, "Let it suffice thee: speak no more unto me of this matter;"
and why was he thus refused? By reference to Numbers xx. we see that
the Lord had told Moses to speak unto the rock, and He had promised that
it should give forth water, whereas Moses smote it twice, as if in anger;
and at the same time (meek as he was naturally) exclaimed vexedly,
" Hear now, ye rebels; must we [oh, that unbecoming we! ] fetch you water
out of the rock?" Reader, God may call His children rebels, but He will
not allow even Moses, much less others, to do so. "Whoso toucheth you
toucheth the apple of His eye." But, then, there are two or three precious
thoughts connected with this subject. Reader, mark from the 23rd to
the last verse of Numbers xx. Now, we believe that the whole bespeaks
the most perfect calmness, submission, and irresistibility upon the part
of Aaron. He saw-he felt-it was God's will and God's command; and,
therefore, under the precious and powerful influence of grace, he cheer~
fully bows and acquiesces. Nor do we believe that he felt aught of pain or
bodily discomfort, but was the subject ofa calm, peaceful, and most deliberate exit out of life-in very deed, a" departing in peace." Similar,
and yet, if possible, more blessed, was the passing away of Moses.
Remember, beloved, that the whole book of Deuteronomy was a comprehensive repetition or recital of the Lord's marvellous dealings with Israel;
a sweet and blessed review of all the way by which the Lord their God had
led them; and that, too, in the full consciousness and clear foreview of
what awaited Moses himself. He knew that, much as he afortime desired
it, he was not personally to pass over Jordan, and himself enter upon
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"that goodly land and Lebanon." Yet he had, at the same time, the
fullest and most nndoubted confidence that Israel, under the leadership of
Joshua, should. The whole tenor of his testimony goes to prove this.
Hence that testimony does, in a certain sense, partake more of the nature
and preciousness offa-ith than if he had personally witnessed or experienced the things of which he spake. He had the most undoubted, unshaken confidence in the Lord God of Hosts. He knew that what He had
promised He would most assuredly perform.
Mark, on the other hand, the Lord (speaking after the manner of men)
knew not how altogether to refuse Moses his request with regard to
"going over and seeing the goodly land and Lebanon." Hence He would
permit him to "see it with his eyes," but, said the Lord, "Thou shalt
not go over thither." Observe the language, dear I'eader, "And the
Lord spake unto Moses thftt selfsame day, saying, Get thee up into this
mountain Abarim, unto moun~ Nebo, which is in the land of Moab, that
is over against Jericho; and behold the land of Canaan, which I give
unto the children of Israel for a possession: and die in the mount whither
thou goest up, and be gathered unto thy people; as Aaron thy brother
died in mount Hor, and was gathered unto his people" (Deut. xxxii.
48-50). Again we read, "And Moses went up from the plains of Moab
unto the mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over against
Jericho. And the Lord showed him all the land of Gilead, unto Dan,
and all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land
of J udah, unto the utmost sea, and the south, and the plain of the valley of
Jericho, the city of palm trees, unto Zoar. And the Lord said unto
him, This is the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaae, and unto
J acob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it
with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither. So Moses the servant
of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the
Lord. And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against
Beth-peor; but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day. And
Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he died: his eye was not
dim, nor his natural force abated" (Deut. xxxiv. 1-7). Now, as it was
with Aaron, so we believe it was with Moses: there was the most perfect
acquiescence in the Lord's will-no resistance-no (as with Hezekiah)
"turning- his face to the fall and weeping sore," at the intimation he was
to "set his house in order, for he should die, and not live"-no exclaiming with the Psalmist, "Spare me, that I may recover strength before I
go hence, and a,m no more seen." No, naught of this kind; but a calm,
pea,ceful, most deliberate falling into the hand of the Lord. "We believe
that Moses went up from the plains of Moab to the top of Pisgah with,
as great natural fearlessness, unconcern, peace, calmness, and blessed
deliberativeness as it is possible to imagine. Not a thought ruffied his
mind; not a tear stood in his eye; not a sigh trembled in his breast;" not
a groan escaped his bosom; not a wish was ungratified. He was absorbed wholly and solely in the goodwill and pleasure of his God.
And,beloved, notwithstanding all that you know we have felt and
feared-spoken and written-about death and dying in regard to the
Lord's living family, we believe from our inmost heart that the same
applies to them. Notwithstanding all previous fears and faintings ; in
spite of all that they had been wont aforetime to see and hear and realize,
either in respect to themselves or others, wlzen the Lord's time has fully
corm (mark this) we believe that at least a goodly measure of the same
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peace, calmness, and perfect unmovedness shall possess them as did
possess both Moses and Aaron. If they by faith reposed so unshakenly
in Him who was to come, and who, in the fulness of time, was by His
own death to "destroy death, and him that had the power of death, that
is, the devil," how much more may His beloved ones rejoice in Him,
seeing that He has come, and that He "has spoiled principalities and powers,
and made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it?" Yea,
how well may such exclaim, "0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave,
where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin
is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Ohrist" (1 001'. xv. 55-57).
Moreover, we believe that, much as they might have desired aforetime
to have seen certain things come to pass with respect to those most near
and dear to them, that now, under the Lord's gracious and powerful leadings, they are brought to resign each and every object, with each and
every particular concerning them, into the Lord's nand, perfectly satisfied
that He will, in His own time and way, ratify, confirm, and establish
all that He has from time to time laid upon their hearts to crave at His
footstool. Yea, they shall blessedly partake of all that is involved in that
precious declaration, "These all died in faith, not having received the
promises, but having seen them afar off; and were persuaded of them,
and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth." Now,
do mark, deal' reader, how strikingly this feeling of expectation and holy
confidence was exhibited at the death-bed scenes of both Jacob and
J oseph. Both looke,} for and anticipated, with a calm and' peaceful
assurance, the coming to pass of a something which they would fain have
witnessed, but of which the Lord saw fit to delay the accomplishment.
The Lord is never in a hurry, nor are His operations confined to a single life
or generation. "And Israel said unto J oseph, Behold, I die; but God shall
be with you, and bring-you again unto the land of your fathers." "Anc1
J oseph said unto his brethren, I die: and God will surely visit you, and
bring you out of this land unto the land which He sware to Abraham, to
lsaac, and to Jacob. And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel,
saying, God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from
hence" (Gen. J.. 24, 25).
.
Now, we contend that this divine assurance of events being brought
about in God's own good time, partakes more of the nature of faith, than
the actual witnessing of such events. "He is faithful that promised."
Oh, what ground for hope and depend.ence is here for anxious, praying
parents!
On the evening ofthat Sunday, the 8th inst., with a view of improving
the solemn providence of two ministers being just called away in the
midst of their labours, we sought to direct the living and the bereaved to
the encouraging words of the great and gracious Promiser. Hence we
r took as a text, " Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve them alive; A
' and let thy widows trust in me" (Jer. xlix. 11). Whilst speaking, we,!
,felt the blessedness and the power of so merciful a word, and we testified,
of a fact which came viviclly to our remembrance whilst speaking, namely,'
that just thirty-seven years before, lacking one week, we had personally
stood at our own beloved father's grave, as we had seen two dear yuuths,
the day previously, stand at their father's grave. As we stood upon that
mournful occasion, we felt as though every friend was gone, and all our
hopes and expectations, with respect to the future of life, cut off. Of a
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'sudden the Lord spoke that word to the troubled, desolate heart, "A
.Father to the fatherless, and a Judge of the widow, is God in His holy
habitation." Such was the power of His home-and-heart-spoken word,
that in one moment the mind was caught up from all the anguish and
-desolation connected with being bereft of an earthly father, to the contemplation of a Father-God in heaven; and from that hour to this
present moment we were bound to testify to the faithfulness, the preciousness, and the all-sufficiency of a covenant God and Father in Christ
·Jesus: "For all had come to pass, and not one thing had failed of all that
the Lord had promised."
Dear reader, for reasons about to be given from the newspaper reports
-of the day, that was our last testimony from that pulpit. 'Whether, after
the necessary repairs and renovation of the church are effected (at least
'we presume, a three-months' task), we 8hall ever occupy that sacred spot
again, is known alone to the Lord. Our comfort, however, is in the
reflection, "My TIMES AIm IN THY HAND."
[From the BmsToL TIMES AND MIRROR, ~f Jan. 16.]
DESTRUCTIVE FIRE AT ST. LUKE'S CrruRCH, BEDMINSTER.
Yesterday (Sunday) morning a fire of a destructive character occurred
,at St. Luke's Church, York Road, Bedminster, and, although the amount
·of injury is very large, it is highly probabla4hat the sacred building would
·have been burnt to the ground but for the extreme sagacity and promptitude of P.C. Newton C219), who discovered the fire. The bui1ding is
heated by one of Haydon's apparatus, which is situated immediatey under
the church, nearer to the chancel than the west end. A series of flues is
_so arranged that the hot air is discharged into the building through perfGloated iron plates, situated at regulated distances along the nave and
'aisles, and it was doubtless from the overheating of these flues that the
fire originated. The fire of the heating apparatus was lit as usual on
Saturday afternoon, and was left by the sexton's assistant at ten o'clock on
Saturday night, at which time he is satisfied that everything was quite
-safe. At about six o'clock yesterday (Sunday) morning, P.C. Newton,
who had but just gone on day duty, was standing near the church, when he
imagined he could detect a smell of fire, hut, on looking round, he observed
no smoke issuing from any of the buildings near, nor any other indications
~that could lead him to ascertain from whence it came. He went along the
street until he found he had lost "scent," and then returned towards the
·church, where the smell of fire became stronger, and, after a brief exami.nation of the building, he observed a little smoke issuing from one of the
underground ventilators. This induced him to go to the door and look
through the Ireyhole, and he then saw a flicker and a quantity of smoke
.inside the building. He instantly ran at his utmost speed to the Bedmin·ster police-station, hoping to arrive with the information before the night
constables were dismissed from duty, and in this he happily succeeded,
for the men had not yet been discharged, and they were all ordered off to
·the church with the hose, &c. A telegram was then forwarded to the
'Central police-station, whence the information was quickly transmitted to
·the various fire brigades, all of which were promptly on the spot. II?- t~e
-.meantime the Bedminster policemen had attached their hose to a mam III
-York Road, immediately in front of the building, and they poured a con'lSid&able quantity of water through SOme Willdow~ th~t had b~en lJrQlrf.l»
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for the purpose. They were obliged however, to abandon this position in:
consequence of the immense bodies of smoke driven upon them by the
south-westerly wind, and they then proceeded to the other side of the'
building in Spring Street, where they were able to play upon the fire with
greater effect. On the arrival of Mr. Williams, the superintendent of theWest of England and Norwich Union Fire Offices, the west door was
broken open with hatchets; but this proved a work of considerable time
and labour, as the strong door was stoutly barred on the inside. Having
gained access to the building, the whole 'of the cocoa-nut matting covering
the aisles was torn up, and then the exact seat of the fire was ascertained,
for before this time there had been comparatively little flame visible
through the dense masses of smoke, which was naturally spread over the
whole building by the attraction of the matting. It was then seen that
the fire was burning fiercely from the centre aisle to the south wall, not
far from the chancel, and that it was spreading rapidly in all directions..
Hose were taken inside the church through the west door, the vestry, and:'
the south door, and masses of water were poured on the burning timbers
from these various points, in addition to the large quantities directed upon
them from a hose stationed by the heating apparatus and playing underneath the floor. The flooring, which is of wood throughout, at length
gave way near the pulpit, and several rows of burning pews fell into the
cellar beneath. The fire seemed to gain impetus from this fall, and the·
flames rose to the height of several yards, all the while extending, and
occasionally breaking forth through fresh apertures in the aisles, until they
eventually I'eached to within a short distance of the southern (York Road)
door. The heat was scorching, and the smoke intense, but the police and
firemen kept to their posts with remarkable courage and firmness, and,
aided by a large number of men who had nothing to do with either body,
but who had worked admirably in carrying buekets of water from the·
neighbouring houses, and emptying them upon the blazing mass, the fire'
was beaten out inch by inch, until, at about half-past eight o'clock, all
danger of its spreading was past, and the fire itself was very soon afterwards extinguished.
The damage done is very considerable, and, although there has not yet
been time to ascertain the exact amount, it is roughly estimated at about
£1,000. Nearly twenty pews, situated immediately under and extending'
from the pulpit, were entirely destroyed, most of them having fallen.
through the demolished floor into the cellar beneath. A great many others
are so badly burned that they will have to be replaced by new ones. It
has not yet been ascertained to what extent the flooring is injured, but it
is very probable that at least three-fourths if not the whole of it, will haveto be renewed. The pulpit is very badly scorched, but the chancel, being
wholly of stone, with the exception of the choir-stalls, has sustained very
little damage. The roof is scorched and blistered, but not so badly. The
organ and gallery, both at the west end, are also very seriously scorched..
by the intense heat. The pillars and walls are blackened with the smoke,.
but, beyond that, have not been damaged much. It is the opinion of the·
firemen and others, that had, the roof been' supported by wooden instead
of stone pillars, the flames would have traversed up them to the roof, and
the building would have shared the same fate as St. Paul's, at Clifton, did
a short time ago. The whole of the church documents and papers wererecovered from the vestry by Mr. Payne, the sexton. We should state
that the police and firemen exerted themselves admirably to suppress the-
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fire, and much credit is due to both bodies. The Rev. Dr. Doudney, the
incumbent of the parish, who was called soon after the fire was discovered,
speaks thus of them: "Greater attention on the part of policemen and
firemen I never saw." Fortunately they had the advantage of a very good
supply of water, for, had the mains been turned off at the hours they were
a short time since, no human efforts could have saved the building from
total destruction. Inspector Black, SeIjeants Harris, Mynett, Riorden~
Job, and Chivers were present.
The church was erected about ten years ago, at a cost of £7,500,
obtained by public subscriptions, mainly through the exertions of the
Rev. Dr. Doudney, who was then in charge of the parish; and it was
consecrated on the 23rd of January, 1861. Previous to this time the congregation had worshipped in a temporary building in Mr. J. Drake's tanyard. It is a somewhat singular coincidence that the last Sabbath evening's sermon preached in the church was a funeral sermon on the deaths
of the Rev. J. 'V. Bewley and the Rev. W. Bruce.

).

(From tlw WESTERN DAILY PRESS.)_
In consequence of the outbreak there was no service in the church
yesterday, but, as the school premises are very capacious, the Incumbent
resolved on preaching there in the evening. Accordingly, he had a notice
affixed to the walls, to the effect that there would be a discourse delivered
in the schoolroom; and, at the time announced for the proceedings to commence, there could have been no fewer than 900 persons present. The
ordinary service of the Church of England was not adhered to on the
occasion, but the Rev. Dr. Doudney read the 64th chapter of the Prophecy
of Isaiah and the 12th chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews. He commented particularly on the 11th verse of the 64th ofIsaiah, which referred
appropriately to the holy and beautiful house where the fathers of those
whom the prophet addressed being burnt by fire, and their pleasant things
being laid waste. The rev. gentleman said that, notwithstanding the great
surprise with which he was seized when he heard of the fire that morning,
he felt there was much mercy mingled with the judgment, as it might
have occurred in the dead of the night unperceived; and during such a
tempestuous night as that of Saturday, the destruction of the whole building would have been certain. A second reason for thankfulness was the
fire being promptly discovered by the kind devotion of a policeman; and a
third point which excited gratitude to God was that, when the flames broke
out, none of the congregation were assembled. He remarked that one of
those who attended at St. Luke's Church was once present at an alarm of
fire in a place of worship in Guernsey, when no less than eight persons
were trodden to death in the excitement which ensued; and they could not
forget the sad catastrophe twelve months ago, when eighteen individuals
were killed in the fearful accident at the New Theatre in Brilltol. Nor
would Mr. Spurgeon ever It>se the remembrance of his sensations when a
similar alarm of fire was made at the Surrey Music Hall, where he was
preaching, and so many people lost their lives. He considered that thosewho worshipped at St. Luke's had much cause for thankfulness in the factof the building being insured, and of having another place to which they
could resort for the purpose of worship. He rejoiced that no life had been,
lost in the outbreak, and that not the slightest injury had been sustained:.
by any of those who devoted themselves to the suppression of the fire.
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AND

MIRROR, Jan. 17).

THE LATE REY. J. W. L. BOWLEY.
GENTLEMEN,-"Whilst asking your permission to supplement with a
word or two the very timely remarks of my esteemed friend and fellowlabourer, the Rev. J. Hollins, permit me to say, I exceedingly rejoice
at the announcement which you have made in this day's Bristol Times
and Mir1"'or,namely, that the "Testimonial Fund" has already reachecl
nearly £1,000. I repeat that I greatlY: rejoice at this fact, because, in
these last days of rebuke and blasphemy, when there are so many ready
-either to pervert or altogether to reject the plain Word of God, such facts
tend to illustrate and confirm that Word. Anxious as I was to improve
the two solemn events to which Mr. Hollins, in his letter of this day, has
made such touching reference, I GOught last Sunday evening to lead the
contemplations of my dear people hom the dead to the living-from
those who had departed to those who were left. Hence the portion for
{)ur mutual consideration was that most encouraging Scripture, "Leave
thy fatherless children, I will preserve them alive, and let thy widows
trust in me." Notwithstanding my belief that there would be a verification of the truth of this passage in the case of the widow and the seven
fatherless ones of our departed friend, I confesE! r was not prepared for
the announcement which your journal of this day contains-that within
,one week of that zealous and unwearying labourer's mortal remains being
laid .in the silent grave, nearly one thousand pounds would be raised for
his widow and his fatherless ones; and that, too, at such a juncture,
when the times are pressing, the season unusually severe, and claims
:numerous.
With respect to the hope expressed by Mr. Hollins that the proposed
fund should not stop short of £3,000, allow me to state, that in two
memoirs of clergymen, who were both most suddenly summoned from
their labours-the one by fever taken in the course of his parochial work,
;the other by internal abscesses-I meet with the following facts: in the
·case of the Rev. W. Nunn, of Manchester, who died in his fifty-fourth
year, a sum of £2,700 was raised for his widow and family; in the case
·of the Rev. J. G. Breay, of Birmingham, who died at forty-three years of
age, a sum of £3,000 was raised. 'Vith these examples, and under the
circumstances that our departed friend was so speedily taken away, and
that in the very zenith of his strength and energy, one fervently hopes
that the famed Bristol will not be behind either Birmingham or Man.chester in coming to the aid of the widow and the fatherless.
I am, Gentlemen, Yom'S faithfully,

D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D.
St. Luke's, Bedminstet', Jan. 14, 1871.
P.S.-When writing the foregoing last evening, I little apprehended
the near approach of such a calamity as that which has since befallen the
church in which I have been permitted to labour for within one week of
ten years. Some of the sceptical of your readers may ask how such an
'occurrence can comport with the goodness and the mercy of God. In the
language of Scripture, my reply is that" unsearchable are Hisjudgments,
and His ways past finding out!" I do not attempt to fathom the mystery
why a house erected for His service should of a sudden be burned, any
more than I seek to account for a servant of God's being taken l;Lway in
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the midst of his usefulness. But this I do say, "Siall not the Judge of
all the earth do right ?" I feel the calamity, but I desire resignedly to
bow to His authority, who" worketh all things after the counsel of His.
own will."
As I contemplated the ravages of the fire within the~to me at least
(and I trust to many more likewise)-sacred walls of St. Luke's, thismorning, I thought, with tears, upon the touching language of the
prophet, "Our holy and our beautiful house, where our fathers praised Thee,
is burned with fire, and all our pleasant things are laid waste." As I saw
the streams of water pouring so copiously beneath the pulpit, where I
had been so long privileged to stand and proclaim to my poor fellowsinners" the unsearchable riches of Ohrist," I said within myself, "Has
that privilege ceased? Shall I never stand there again for the self-same
purpose? Shall God's word fail, and His work be frustrated?" Then of
a sudden I remembered the utterance of the man-despised but Godhonoured minister, the late Rev. William Huntington. His large chapel
had been burned down, and his wife and daughter stood weeping over
the calamity. "Why do you weep?" said the man of God. "Is God
Almighty bankrupt?" Again I thought, "What comparison will this
fire bear to what is now occurring in Paris, and has occurred of late in
numerous other places on the Oontinent ? "
Ancl even already I see much mercy connected with this calamity, for
which I desire to thank God. The building might have been wholly
destroyed, instead of being but partially injured. The watchful eye of a
.single policeman was made the means of the very early discovery of the
fire, and thus its progress was stayed. Human life might have been
sacrificed, whereas no one was in the leastwise injured. The building
might have been uninsured, and thus our perplexities' greatly increased.
We might have had no place in which to conduct Divine service during
the restoration of the church; whereas, on the contrary, we have spacious
school-buildings hard by. In all these particulars I desire to recognise
the good hand of Him who neither slumbers nor sleeps, and who, in His
inscrutable wisdom, boundless love, and omnipotent power, "causeth all
things to work together for good to them who love God, and who are the
called according to His purpose."
Now, with respect to the foregoing facts and details, the thought we
wish to impress upon the reader is this, the wisdom and the goodness and
the faithfulness of the Lord, in regard to His dealings, and the literal
fulfilment of His promise of DAILY STRENGTH FOR DAILY NEEDS. Oould
it have been foreshown us a few days or hours before what was about to
happen, we doubt not we should have been crushed beneath the dark and
gloomy apprehensions of all that such an event would entail. Instead of
which, the Lord, as He is wont to do, withheld the knowledge of the fact,
.and then, as and when it occurred, strengthened us for the same. And is
not this, we ask, dear reader, His ever-constant mode of dealing with His
dear children? It seems as though we should never forget the realized
peace and calmness and acquiescence in the Lord's holy mind and will, as
we stood before the congregation on the Sunday evening, after all the
,excitement and anxiety of the morning, when we knew not but that the
whole fabric must fall. If ever the two Scriptures we are about to quote
were precious, it was at that sacred evening service, when our beautiful
,church hard by was partially in ruins: "Take no thought for the mor-
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but let the morrow take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient
unto the day is the evil thereof;" and that other blessed portion, "Thy
shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, so shall thy strength be."
THE EDITOR.
Bedminster, Jan. 20tl" 1871.

l'OW;

Qt~t ~rotesfltltt ~tltWn.
THE "ROCK," MR. GLADSTONE, AND THE POPE.
THE Rock contains an article respecting the answer of Mr. Gladstone to'
the Birmingham Protestant Association on the subject of his having joined'
the Roman Catholic Church. The Rock says: "We should have been
heartily glad if Mr. Gladstone's answer to that question had enabled us
to contradict these unpleasant rumours one and all. By us they have
hitherto never been accepted. They have been accredited still less. They
have only not been denied, and now this letter of Mr. West's on behalf of
Mr. Gladstone makes them more than ever incapable of deniaL Hundreds
of thousands will read that letter, asking not how the rumour originated,
or by whom it was circulated, but is it true? And hundreds of thousands
who, like ourselves, have had the very highest admiration for Mr. Gladstone on the ground of his great abilities and the distinguished virtues of
his private character, will yet, on public grounds, turn from the reading
sad and disappointed. For in that letter the Premier demands to be
judged by his acts. S9 much the worse for him. Has so astute a person
failed to perceive how unwilling even the opponents of his policy are to
believe a story to his prejudice, when all they ask is a single word which
should warrant them in discrediting it? But that single word Mr. Gladstone declines to give. He refers us to his acts. But to which of them?
To his acknowledged readiness to govern Ireland by means of the hierarchy
of Rome? To his denunciation of Protestantism in the famous electioneering speech at Wigan? To the long series of concessions yielded
to the dictatorship of Cardinal Cullen and Archbishop Manning? To the
flagrant violations of the law by Romish dignitaries, winked at by a
Government of which he is the chief? To his course in reference to the
committee of inquiry on convents, or to his more recent and startling
avowal of solicitude for the dignity and independence of the Pope? Alas!
itis not in his acts that we shall find any warrant for this presumed disclaimer of Mr. Gladstone's attachment to the Church of Rome. Yet by
his acts alone he determines to be judged; and, at the same time, with an
inconsistency that springs from zeal which overshoots its mark, he declares.
that to accept the obvious inference from these same acts is to be 'foolish
and insulting.' Does this mean that, in the opinion of Mr. Gladstone, it
is an insult to suppose that an English Churchman could become a pervert
to the superstition of Rome? If it did, he could never have written as he
has of Dr. Manning. If Mr. Gladstone had given a frank denial to the
injurious imputation, he would have strengthened the hands of his friends .
. By declining to do this he has weakened them. For this his enemies will
thank him. We are not of their number, and may therefore be allowed
to express our regret that the opportunity thus furnished has been lost.
It is, after all, unworthy statesmanship which stoops to scatter ambiguous
utterances among the crowd, and of all ambiguous utterances the latest
is far from being the least."
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THE siege of Paris still continues, in spite of a severe bombardment; but
it does not seem as if it can last much longer. Two large French armies,
under the command of Generals Bourbaki and Chanzy, have been completely defeated; consequently, as soon as Paris capitulates, the whole of
France (with the exception of a few fortified towns) will lie at the mercy
()f the Prussians, and they can dictate to it whatever terms they choose.
Some of the scenes described in the newspapers are very sad. The
Paris correspondent of the MancAester Guardian writes on January 10:"I have made the tour of the city, and have collected the following
information. Last night a bomb fell on the stables of the General Omnibus Company, situated at Auteuil, close to the centre railway. It killed
eight horses, and wounded ten seriously. In one of the tranquil streets
on the left bank of the Seine the ground was thrown up as though it had
been ploughed. All the windows in the street were broken, and many
roofs knocked off. Shop windows were literally shattered to atoms, but,
fortunately, not a single person was hurt. Many convents have been
greatly injured. A shell fell in the Rue du Hac without doing much
damage. In a house close to that street three young girls slept in the
same room. A bomb entered it and broke the furniture. but the children
were not injured. Very near the fortifications another'shell fell upon a
bed, and very seriously wounded a man and his wife. A man was killed
in another room in the same house. At Boulogne and at Billancourt
several persons were wounded. One woman had her legs crushed. In
the course of the morning a shell fell into the shop of a manufacturer of
seidlitz water, at the moment that the owner was drinking with a
customer. One was killed, and the other seriously wounded. At 3 p.m.
two shells passed through the roof of a garret occupied by a woman 60
years of age and a child of 11. The poor old woman was literally blown
off the bed with her mattress, but was not hurt; the child also escaped.
Every inhabitant of that house immediately sought refuge in the cellar.
In the course of my walk I saw a soldier carried to an ambulance, with
his head bound up; he supposed he had just been struck by the fi'agment
of a shell. There was no wound or fracture, and the fright so affected
him that he died from apoplexy before he could be placed on a bed:"
The correspondent of the Pall Mall Gar.ette states :-" One of the most
touching incidents of the bombardment relates to the projectile which fell
into the school of St. Nicholas, just behind the Polytechnic. The clergy,
fearing some accident, had written a circular to the parents of the scholars
to take them away; but, unfortunately, this warning was generally unheeded, and nearly 1,000 boys remained at the establishment. A shell
fell into it, killed six, and wounded a number of others. The bombardment, as you are doubtless aware, continues, and the Prussians are now
accused of having flung petroleum shells into the city. They still confine
their brutalities to the left bank of the Seine, and one of their last exploits
has been to destroy at one shot a whole family which had fled from
Choisey le Roi, and taken refuge in Paris. Father, mother, and children
were sitting round the table at breakfast, when one of the Emperor
William's messengers arrived, killed the children, mortally wounded the
father, and tore away both the mother's arms. The poor woman was
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conveyed to the hospital of La Pitie, where she unfortunately runs the
risk of receiving another shell before she expires." It is said that "some
of the shells thrown against Paris are monstrous, eight inches in diameter,
and over a foot and a half in height; of a sugar-loaf shape, and heavy,
16 stone, the weight of a burly coalheaver." And yet, notwithstanding
the enormous size and destructiveness of these projectiles, they seem to
excite little comparative apprehension; the boys and girls watch their
explosion, and then run to the spot to collect the pieces: and the 'sailors
who man the walls stand loading and firing whilst the shells are falling
around them, as coolly as if they were only facing a snowstorm. 'They
even make them a source of amusement, lind hollow out a series of holes
about a yard in diameter and a yard deep, on the platforms, and pile up
the displaced earth around the brink. These they number, and as the
projectile is arriving, they lay bets as to which hole it is likely to bowl
into!
. If the following statements are true, they present to us a most melancholy spectacle :-A letter from Ohaumont states, "The war is carried on,
alas! on both sides with merciless bitterness. The sufferings of the poor
country are terrible; fan;ine and distress are constantly increasing, and
the people have hardly anything to live upon. In many villages there
are more bumt down than uninjured houses, and domestic animals are
frequently not to be seen for miles." And another letter, published in the
Cologne Gazette, says, after mentioning Menotti Garibaldi's surprise at
Ohatillon, where seventy or eighty Landwehr men and half a squadron of
hussars were massacred in their beds, "A few days ago thirty of these
banditti (Garibaldians) were captured not far from Ohaumont. They
were first forced to dig their graves, and were then shot and thrQwn in.
Any of them who falls into our hands immediately receives a bullet. If
we meet with Garibaldi, there will be a life-and-death struggle; no
quarter will be given. We are no longer fighting against a French army,
but against assassins. In consequence of a requisition company having
been surprised at a village in the Vosges by Francs-tireurs and inhabitants, we were ordered to set fire to it. The infantry stormed it, fiTed
some volleys into the windows, and brought out sixteen principal inhabitants, including the mayor and the priest, as prisoners. Several who
attempted to escape were immediately shot. Our infantry, with the prisoners, drew out of the village, and we posted ourselves 1,600 paces off in
order to convert it into dust and ashes. After we had fired forty shots the
Francs-tireurs advanced from the neighbouring woods. Four of our
horses and two of our men fell, the infantry could no longer make a stand,
and it was high time to retreat, or all our horses and both our guns would
have been lost. The next day we went again with six guns and more
infantry, and only infants in the cradle were spared. All who could carry
even a stick were shot."
,
How do such statements as these make one long for the time when the
Prince of Peace shall reign triumphantly, and wars shall for ever cease!
But there are a few bright spots in the midst of the darkness: e.g., the
Daily News correspDndent thus alludes to the work of the Bible Society's
agent :-" In the officers' casino there is sitting a dragoon officer who has
come hither on an errand worth mentioning in England. His men, quartered in a village a considerable distance to the rear, have heard that
there is in Gonesse a colporteur of the English Bible Society, with his
waggon, and: they have asked the officer to come and ask the colporteur
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either to visit or to part with a few parcels of his tracts. I forgot to'
mention, at the time, that on the road between Gonesse and Aulnay, on
the morning of the 23rd-a road which two hours after was a very vid
dolorosrt of exploding she11s-I met this same colporteur coolly jogging
forward with intent to distribute his wares among the battalions standing
on the slope there waiting for the battle to commence. 'It was a good
time,' according to the expressed views of this simple, brave, Ohristian
man, 'for the men to read good words, when they were standing there
with nothing to do, and with the shadow of death hanging over them.'
There are few who will disagree with him, but there are not many who
would proceed so practically to give effeCt to his convictions. I regret
that I have lost the card on which I wrote the name of this brave colporteur, but he came from Oarlsruhe, he told me."
We have occasion, this month to be thankful for another national
mercy. Scarcely had our apprehensions been removed respecting the
difficulty arising with Russia ere another difficulty arose with Prussia.
ThePrussians, it seems, seized seven of our ships lying near Duclair,
and sunk them. This was an unwarrantable insult, and there are many
of our countrymen who would have liked to resent it by a speedy
declaration of war. The Prussians also, if report speaks true, would
have been quite willing to accept the challenge. But, thank Uod, wiser
counsels prevailed; the Prussian authorities have thought fit to apologize
for the wrong, and to .offer full indemnification. This danger, consequently, has in all probability passed away.
The new King of Spain has entered into possession of his kingdom,
but under circumstancea peculiarly mournful. Marshal Prim, through
whose instrumentality he has been selected for the Spanish throne, was
shot by the hand of an assassin, and one of the first duties which the
young King had to perform was to visit the church where the Marshal'sbody lay in state. It is, however, thought that this murder may have
the effect of uniting the King's supporters more closely together, and
that brighter days may be in store for the poor priest-ridden, enslaved
Spanish people.
Mr. Gladstone has done a very foolish action. In a letter addressed to
Mr. Dease, Member of Parliament for Queen's Oounty, he stated that
"Her Majesty Government consider all that relates to the adequate support of
the dignity of the Pope, and to his personal freedom and ~'ndependence in thedischarge 0)' Ms ,~piritual functions, to be lelJitimate matter for their notice.
Indeed, without waiting for the occurrence of the actual necessity, they
have, during the uncertainties of the last few months, taken upon themselves to make provision which would have tended to afford any necessary protection to the person of the Sovereign Pontiff." What a
declaration for the Premier of a Protestant country! He appears to consider that the cause of the Pope is one which we, as a nation, are bound
to espouse; and, without asking the opinion of the nation, Elends one of
our men-of-war for the Pope's protection. This declaration has produced,
it is said, a profound impression in Scotland, and so it may well do throughout the whole of our country. The Scottish Reformation Society has taken
up the matter, and adopted the following resolutions respecting it;"1. That while awaiting with anxiety any explanation which may
hereafter be given of said letter, this committee deem it to be their duty,
in the meantime, suspending their final judgment, to express the alarm
and apprehension which certain of its statements, as naturally interpreted, have occasioned.
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"2. That they acknowledge and maintain the right of our Roman
Catholic fellow-subjects to enjoy civil and religious liberty in common
'with other members of the community, and disclaim any wish to interfere with the legitimate exercise of that loight.
.
"3. That no parallel can be fairly drawn between any other ecclesiastical persons whatever, and the Pope of Rome, who occupies a position
which is strictly anomalous, inasmuch as he advances pretensions to
spiritual and political jurisdiction which Protestants believe, and history
proves, to be subversive of civil and religious liberty, as well as incompatible with loyalty to the powers that be, on the part of the Roman
-Catholic citizens of a Protestant state.
"4. That the Roman Pontiff claims-as the infallible vicegerent of
Christ on earth-to have supremacy over all kings and governments, and
io be the possessor of a divine and absolute right tQ depose sovereigns by
whom his spiritual authority is disowned, and also. to absolve the subjects
-of such sovereigns from their allegiance: That this claim has been confirmed by the recent decree of the CEcumencial Council: That the repudiation of this claim was the basis on which the Britieh Constitution
was placed at the Reformation, and subsequently at the Revolution of
1688 :-and that the committee solemnly protest against any action being
taken by Her Majesty's Government which would imply that it falls
within the scope of their official duty to care for 'the adequate support
-of the dignity of the Pope, and his personal freedom and independence
in the discharge of his spiritual functions;' or which might be fairly
interpreted as a recognition, direct or indirect, of the claims put forth by
.the head of the Romish Church, and which this nation has rejected.
"5. That our fellow subjects of the Roman Catholic communion, in
wishing the Government of' Her Majesty to represent their views and
feelings towards the Pope in diplomatic communications with foreign
Governments, ask a concession to be made to them by the rulers of this
realm which is unreasonable in itself, and must be disapproved by all
:true Protestants; and, further, that the intervention of Her Majesty's
Government with foreign Courts, in deference to such wishes, with the
view of securing to the Pope 'an adequate income,' might naturally
be followed by an attempt to obtain a grant from the public purse
towards this object; and that such a measure would encounter the
.strenuous, united, and uncompromising opposition of all true Protestants
throughout the kingdom."
The Righteous Man' 8 Ev£ilence for Heaven. By TIMOTHY ROGERS, Preacher
of God's Word in Essex.
A MOST valuable reprint of an old and scarce work. It has been sent
forth afresh by Mr. WILLIAM GARRARD, of Leicester, the" ,Vatchman on
the Walls." We recommend our readers to send to him for the book,
which may be had post-free for eighteen pence.
Songs of Sorrow, Songs of Joy, and M£scellaneou8 P£eces. By C. H. 1.
Edinburgh: J ames Taylor, 31, Castle Street.
.
THERE is a sweetness and savour about these songs that so speCIally
-commend them to the heart-smitten and the sad and sorrowing. They
so richly indicate the Spirit's teachi~g, J?ivine guiding, and thatyeculiar
bedewing of the oil of grace, wInch IS sure to be accompamed wIth
weight and power and a holy anointing.
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