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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation. that we may be able to comfort them which are in &Dy
trouble, by the comfort wherewith wc ourselves are comforted of God:'-2 COR. i. 4.

"WHAT SHALL I DO?"

" DO ? WHY, WHAT MOSES
DID."
tlteir eau.se bifore the Lord."-NuM. xxvii. 5.

"And Moses UI'OIl{J1tt
MANY years ago-if we mistake not it was in '37 or '38-after
recovering from a short but sharp illness, we looked at our Bible,
and thought, " Would that we had the heart to read it; but, alas!
alas! how dark and dead we are!" Notwithstanding these feelings,
however, we took up the Book; and, as though to confirm the apathy
and coldness and heartlessness under which we were labouring, we
directly openeu upon a list of names, which seemed void of interest,
and to render the reading a mere duty indeed-a piece of thorough
formality. Still we read; but, as the Lord would graciously have it,
we had reael but a little while, ere we came upon a passage rich in
sweet, precious, experimental truth. The Lord, of a sudden, broke
in; and wa never remember a sweeter or more blessed season of
Bible-reading in the whole course of our lives. There was a meekness
and a mellowness-a blessedness and a power-which took possession
of the soul that stoou in remarkable contrast with the previous darkness and deathliness; yea, so much so that we have never for~otten
it, even to the present moment. There were two or three facts in
connexion with this memorable season which have served, under God,
to fix that season indelibly upon the mind. The first was, upon our
partial recoyery from the illness before named, whcn visiting our
business-place, the heart recoiled: all interest seemed to have subsided, and cyerything was burdensome to a degree. One felt as
though one would never take any pleasure or satisfaction in ought of
the kind again. A thorough deathliness and dissatisfaction pervaded
all; and one turned back to one's house again all but overwhelmed
with weakness and depression. It was under these circumstances, as
F
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before mentioned, the Bible was seen, and, in spite of feeling or
expectation, taken up and read. If we mistake not, the pmt we
opened upon was either Ezra or Nehemiah. Now, when that blessed
dew and unction and power came, of which we jnst now spoke, we
thought, " Well, if these precious truths are verified in regard to om
own present position and circumstances, how manifestly will it be of
God!" vVe were at the time apprehending a somewhat large businessloss. All we could do in the matter was to look to the Lord! We
knew that He, and He only, could prevent the loss in question. But
we were so conscious of heart-departures from Him, and such an
amount of worldliness, carnality, and unbelief, that ,ve felt almost
afraid to ask His interference in the matter. We felt as though we
had taken our own way, and must now expect to reap the consequences. We had, we thought, "sown to the wind, and must now
reap the whirlwind j" we had" sown to the flesh," and all we had to
expect for our pains, was to "reap corruption." We had already
done so, in painful sleeplessness, when, for a short season, brought
to the very verge of the grave. It was under these circumstances the
Lord broke in so wonderfully and so graciously, in spite of all our
ill-and-hell-deservings, and notwithstanding all om unbclief, distrust, and ingratitude j yea, it was a most blessed manifestation.
But, dear reader, we have not as yet told all the facts: although,
as we have said, little short of five-and-thirty years have since passed
away, they are firmly fixed in our heart's memories to the present
hour; and we desire to speak of them, to the praise and honour of
our most merciful, indulgent, ever-gracious, and long-suffering Lord
and God.
.Almost immediately after the sweet season to which we have
alluded, and when we had been thinking it would indeed be an act of
marvellous condescension and astounding goodness, if so be the Lord
appeared in regard to the matter then pressing upon our heart,
and whilst yet the energies were so paralyzed through our recent
bodily affiiction j as the Lord would have it-yea, as He wisely and
mercifully ordered it-we met (as men say casually, but we would
rather say providentially) a gEmtleman who directed us what to do in
our perplexity. We no sooner called upon the parties suggested
than we found all smooth. The Lord had gone out before us. He
had prepared the way. Om claim was immediately discharged, and
that, too, in a complimentary manner. Nor did we ever take a cheque
and present it at the bank for payment, with greater gratitude or
surprise. The whole was so marked of the Lord, that we never
remember to have received money with such astonishment or
,thankfulness.
Ah, ye men of business, ye have your p rplexities and anxietiesyour seemingly crushing weights and ares-but ye have your mer(·ies
too. Those of yOll who know the Lord, and who know likewise
what it is to do as Israel's leader did, in regard to the difficulty in
which he was placed, to "bring their cause before the Lord,"-you
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know likewise what it is to behold His wondrously-working hand.
Aye, have there not been times and seasons with you, when, in the
midst of your business scenes and trading responsibilities, you have
so seen the Lord moving men's hearts, or causing events so to " work
together" on your behalf, that, like J oseph of old, you have" sought
where to weep" to the praise of His dear and ever-adorable name?
Yea, after all your days of iut ns· olioitude and sleepless nights of
anguished wrestling, when th crisis has at length oome, the Lord has
so paved the way--smoothed matters-and so evidently gone out
before you, that, when you have come to traverse the path He had
previously trodden before you, you could only stand still, and wonder
and admire and adore.
Not to dwell (sweet as the subject is), we would just remind you of
two instances in the patriarch J acob's history which illustrates this
point: the first is in reference to the angry Laban, with respeot to whose
.pursuit of J acob, we read, that" God came to Laban the Syrian in a
dream by night, and said unto him, Take heed that thou speak to
Jacob either good or bad." The other is with regard to Esau, who,
notwithstanding his coming out to meet his brother with four hundred
men, was so diverted from his wmthful intentions-because the Lord
had the entire management and oontrol-that, instead of rising
against J acob to his overthrow and destruction, we read, "And
Esau ran to meet him, and embraoed him, and fell on his neok, and
kissed him; and they wept."
Reader, it is a glorious and incontrovertible truth, that, "when a.
man's ways please the Lord, He maketh even his enemies to be at
peaoe with him."
In connexion with the aforenamed ciroumstanoes, we remember that
the following day we went a long journey by one of the old stageooaches, and a most blessed season we had, going over the ground
again with the dear old patriarch, as he exolaimed, " With this staff I
passed over Jordan, and now am become two bands."
Ah, dear reader, when the mind is thus led back by the blessed
Remembrancer, what shame and confusion of faoe we take to ourselves,.
that, alter so much mercy arid goodness, we should ever now, even in
the least wise, doubt His continued loving-kindness and faithfulness.
How have we felt rebuked, even in recording the aforenamed simple
facts, with that loving exhortation, "Wherefore, cast not away your
oonfidence, which hath great recompense of reward." Oh, that we
conld trust Him in some little measure as He deserves to be trusted!
Oh, that we could look above and beyond all present feelings or
appearances, and simply fall back upon His own covenant oharaoter,
as a wise and meroiful and gracious God, who hath pledged Himself
to be to and for His people all that they can possibly need through
time and to all eternity!
"Lord, we believe; help Thou om unbelief !"
We have touched upon the foregoing faith, dear reader, hoping
thereby tnat your heart may be stirred up, by the Holy Ghost, in a
F
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way of remembrance. We know what the effect of this comparing'
notes is among the dear people of God. How, as they talk by the
way of the good hand of their God upon them, it acts as a help to
remember, and a stimulus to testify of His kind and gracious and
loving acts.
Moreover, we would have you keep in view the remark which
we just now made about the deathliness of soul, and the disinclination to read His blessed Word. Ah, have you not sometimes found,
as we there describe, that, either with regard to the reading of the
Word, the attempting to call upon His name, or an attendance upon
His house, or conversing with Ilis dear children, you have felt such a
thorough heartlessness, coldness, deadness, and positive disinclination,
that the very idea of attempting either the one or the othcr seems
but the sheen-lst hypocrisy? Still, notwithstanding this disinclination
and deathlike feeling, you have taken up His Word-aye, and that,
too, with the expectation that you should at once read to your own
condemnation. Instead of . .vhich (as we just now stated), a passage, or
possibly a word only, has been so blessedly fixed upon both the eye
and heart, that you have enjoyed a very feast of fat things full of
marrow-of wines on the lees well refined. A precious Ohrist has been
seen and felt as the very sum and substance of the word; and, as you
were aware, your soul has been like the chariots of Amminadib. He
who just now was" as a root out of a dry ground, without form or
comeliness," has in one moment, under the precious anointing and
bedewing oft.he Holy Ghost, become "the chief'est among ten thousand,
the altogether lovely."
The same truth holds good with regard to prayer. It was, as you
thought, a cold, lifeless, heartless, mere formal duty in which you
were about to engage. You did not like to neglect it altogether.
You were afraid to do that, not knowing what the consequences
might be, or to what habits of neglect or indifference such nonobservance of set so-called prayer-times might lead. Still, child-like
freedom or liberty has been out of the question. As to love, you havo
felt no more love to the Lord, or the things of the Lord, at such
seasons, than you have to an object you had never seen nor heard of.
And, with trembling of heart, lest you should by that mock service
add to yam condemnation, you have bent the knee. You have
scarcely begun to groan out yam feelings and yam fears at the footstool of mercy, ere there has come a little softening and bedewing.
You have gone on for a moment or two with word after wOl'd, s lltence upon sentence, until of a sudden a sweet glow has come 0' I'
yam whole soul. You could say no more. You could only" weep
to the praise ofthe mercy you'd found." N otwithstan liog' all your
previous hardness and' callousness, and seemingly utt r ab once of
the veriest particle of love, you have felt ;r u ould appeal to the
Great Searcher of hearts, and exclaim, as P tcr did, " Lord, 'J.1hou
knowest all things; Thou knowest that I love Th e." Yoa, you felt,
at such times and seasons, as though y u could cheerfully not suffer
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~.j nd. Oh, how you have felt the
y n, tb re£ore, which believe He ia
r truthfully testify than you, under

0.

Again, possibly £ . th nm l' a n f b 0.1' 1 sness and want of
au e you have sp k n uno.dvisedly with your
feeling, or perhaps
lips, or said or d n ought that has brought y Ul' ouI into a strait
u ho.v said to yourself, ''It's of no u e my going
or captivity;
to the house'
od in such a wretched state as this, with no more
feeling than a brute';" yea, possibly enmity working in your mind
at the moment; and with it conscious condemnation as indicative of
the very opposite of that blessed evidence and token of true childship.
" We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love
the brethren." "Where's your love to the brethren?" says Satan.
"You know it is the very contrary with you," Thus, with this
inward strife and bitterness and contention, you have at length found
yourself-you scarcely know how-again within the walls of the
sanctuary. And it may be under the teaching of the Word-the
singing of one of the sweet songs of Zion, or some remark made by
the preacher-most likely, the quoting of some Scripture-a way has
been found into that seemingly hard and bolted-and-barred heart
of yours-and you have, in feeling and emotion, crouched at His
dear feet, filled with adoring wonder, love, and amazement, that,
under snch circumstances, He could again have met with your poor
soul. His mcrcy, and His grace, and His compassion, and His
tenderness, and His love, never seemed so marvellous in your eyes
as now. His Word, His pcople, His house, His own sweet, lovely,
and adorable person, were the all-engrossing theme of your thoughts,
affections, and desires. And you have been ready to exclaim, " Lord,
Lord, take me home from this very spot, and at this very moment, so
that I might never sin against Thee more! "
The like unlookcd-for love- bedewings and precious grace-sensations
have, in the same most unexpected way, bcen at times realized in the
occasional meeting with a fcllow-pilgrim. Cold and icy, it may be,
at the first greeting. 'l'hel'c has been the old" reasoning" renewed,
in which the two poor disciples indulged on their way to Emmaus.
But presently Jesus Himself' has drawn nigh, unthought-of-unsought
-altogether unexpected. In His own sweet but effectual way, He
has put in His word. Tt may be in a way of question, or appeal, or
reminder, or remembrance. There has been the response-merely at
first, it may be, as simple-matter-of-fact-nominal-formal; but ah,
when He drops with the word pOleel' into the soul, oh, then mark its'
effects: weighty-attractive-mellowing-bedewing-heart- warming
-soul-comforting-conscience-cleaming-spiri·t-cheering·-soul-reviv-
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ing-the whole inner man renewed, refreshed, emboldened, encouraged,
and strengthened in its onward and homeward way. Then is that
utterance of the dear disciples perfectly understood in a rich, personal,
and experimental way, "Did not our heart burn within us, while He
talked with us by the way, and opened unto us the Scriptures? "
But it is time we came to our text. Beloved, the facts we have
just named were brought afresh to our recollection, because the eye
suddenly dropped upon the portion, standing, as you perceive it does,
with certain names, at first sight presenting a want of interest.
Moreover, the moment, we read the words, " And Moses broufJ/tt their
cause bqfore the Lord," we thought, " And how continuously will this
have to be done by and for the Lord's people, throughout the yoar
upon which we are just entering!" Again, there was another portion
presented itself instantly, in connexion with the above, as being
sweetly confirmatory and encouraging, " The caz{se that is too hard for
thee, bring it unto me, and I willlzew' it."
The Lord help us, dear reader, to turn these precious Scriptures to
account, as we pass on amid all the chequered scenes of this new and
untrodden year!
Beloved, there is a great deal of precious teaching in connexion
with the paseage at the head of this article; indeed, where is there
not teaching in regard to Bible-truths?
The first thought, however, is that suggested by the closing verses
of the preceding chapter, where we read, "These are they that were
numbered by Moses and Eleazar the priest, who numbered the
children of Israel in the plains of Moab by J m'dan near J ericho. l~nt
among these there was not a man of them whom Moses and Aaron
the priest numbered, when they numbered the children of Israel in
,the wilderness of Sinai. For the Lord had said of them, They shall
surely die in the wilderness. And there was not left a man of them,
save Caleb the son of J ephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun"
(Numb. xxvi, 63-65). What a humbling fact that, with th exception of Caleb and Joshua, there was not a soul left who had been
previously numbered! Each and all were gone. Even Aaron was no
more! Oh, dor.s not this go to prove that J ehovah will not be trifled
with in regard to His oharacter or His word? How humbling is the
declaration, as presented in the 14th chapter of this book, in referenoe to the evil report brought by the spies from Canaan, and the
course proposed thereupon by the children of Israel of making themselves a captain, and returning into Egypt. "Because all tho e men
which have seen my glory, and my mimcles, which I did in Egypt
and in the wilderness, and have tempted me now th se ten times,
and have not hearkened to my voice; surely they shall not see the
land which I sware unto their fathers, neither shall any of them that
provoked me see it: but my servant Caleb, becaus he had another
spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into
the land whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it. (Now
the Amalekites and the Canaanites dwelt in the valley.) To-morrow
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tmn you, and get you into th wilJorness by the way of the Red
Sea" (Numb. xiv. ~2-2-).
Reader, is there a singl s ul Jl(~t 1 nows his own heart but must
plead guilty to the like in \'o.tituu. and self-will and rebellion here
displayed by the peopl f I'll 1P
11.V not we, again and again,
" lusted after the Hesh
(' l l' P' aud should we not a thousan ,
times over have return d cc lil It 8 w
its wallowing in the mire,"
but for Divine k ping
h, vho.t o.ti n e and forbearanoe and
'long-snffering has.b n ~. I' ised towards u I Verily the Lord might
have ten thousand tim 8 v I' spoken in amil I' terms of us, as He
did of our forefl1.th l'S I Reader, is it not so ?
But we find, in the verses immediately pr 0 diu our text, that a
certain appeal had been made to Moses. The danbht rs f' Zelophehad
stood be1'or Moses, by the door of the tabernacle of the onO'regation,
and said, cc Our father died in the wilderness, and he was not in the
company of them that gathered themselves together against the Lord
in the company of KOl'ah; but died in his own sin, and had no sons.
vVhy should the name of our father be done away from among his
family, because he hath no son? Give unto us therefore a possession
among the brethren of our father" (Numb. xxvii. 3, 4).
Moses is placed in a difficulty. Personally he does not know how
to act or what counsel to give. How marked his conduct! How
notable his example! He does not chide the applicants, He
does not cover his want of knowledge by arrogance or proud authority.
He does not presume upon his position, his long standing, his experience. He does not waive the question, or regard it as one of no
moment, or shelter himself undrr the recollectiori. that his government is about to be suspenJed, aJ'cL that he must very shortly throw
up his n.uthorit.y, aud submit himself to that death of which he had
been previously appri~ed. 'l'here was· nought of this; but, as still
ren.lizing n.ll the personn.l, unsubsiding, n.nd loving interest in the
people of lsmel, he not only listens to the appen.! thus made to him;
but, in his felt loss to know what to advise, or how to act, Moses
brought thei1' cause bq/ore the Lord,"

Next, 1eloved, we observe the goodness n.nd condescension of' the
Lord. Oh, how ren.dy to heur n.nd heed! n.nd that, too, so promptly;
for it would n.p]!e:J.r that, in the present instance, there lacked that
waiting-time, during which the Lord is wont to exercise the faith and
patience of His people. lmmeJiately following the declaration of the
fact, thn.t "M08C8 brought their cause bgoJ'e the Lord," is likewise
the decln.ration, "And the Lord spn.ke unto Moses, saying, The
daughters of' L:;elophehad speak right: thou shalt smely give them
a possession of' n.n inheritance n.mong their father's brethren; and
thou shalt cn.use the inheritance of their father to pass unto them"
(Numbers xxvii. 6, 7). We find, moreover, in the closing chapter of
this book, how Moses insists upon the due observance of this revelation of the Lord with regard to the apportioning of the inheritance.
Reader, is not this fact suggestive? If there were such a peculiar
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jealousy on the part of the people of Israel in respect to the inheritance of their fathers-and such jealousy seemed to be a leading
feature in their characters (witness, for example, N aboth's reply to
Ahab)-oh, how jealous may every true spiritual Israelite be with
respect to the inheritance of which, by grace, he is the heir! Not
simply an earthly heritage, fading and corruptible; but that inheritance which is "incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not
away." If the literal Israel so clave to the earthly, how much more
may the spiritual Israel cleave to the heavenly! If there were an
interest in the one that outshone and superseded all other considerations, how much more the other!
Reader, did we see things as they really are, how all-absorbing would
be the contemplations of this glorious inheritance! Into what thorough
insignificance would all earthly possessions dwindle, when set in
contrast to these "durable riches and righteousness!" Oh, how
astounding it is that the vanities of time should get and retain so
powerful a hold upon men, whilst there is at the same time so perpetually set before them such ever-recurring evidence and proof
that "their breath is in their nostrils;" that man "hcapeth up
riches, and knoweth not who shall gather them! "
How world-wide has so recently been proclaimed the fact, in connexion with the severe and so critical illness of the Prince of Wales, that
the brightest human prospects may be blighted, as it were, in a moment ; that Death may be commissioned to intercept earthly heirships
and inheritances; that he may dash from the regal hand the crown of
which it was about to take possession, We say, these facts at the
present moment are of world-wide notoriety; and never, never ought
to be disregarded or thought of lightly or indifferently. Speaking
lessons, indeed, these so lately set before us and the world at large;
lessons never before-from the very nature of things-so loudly, and
so promptly, and so emphatically proclaimed. God, of His great
mercy, give us as a nation and a people to take heed thereunto! .
But, whilst the Lord has thus, in His Providence, been speaking
about human prospects and earthly inheritances, oh, how precious the
reflection of the security and the unalienable character of that inheritance to which the redeemed are heirs-yea, joint. heirs with Christ!
Ab, what a thought, that, whilst in the mansions of the great and
the noble of earth, there are those whom disease and death are seeking
rapidly to sever from all and everthing by which their hopes and
prospects have been circumscribed, and to which those hopes and
prospects are limited, there are languishing in some of the lowliest
and most obscure of habitations-hardly, by comparison, deserving
the name of dwelling-plo,ces-sons and daughters of the Lord God
Almighty. Some such there are who have scarcely wherewith to
cover their poor frail bodies, nnd barely sufficient to satisfy the
cravings of hunger; and yet, notwithstandino-, they ar journeying
to the place of which the Lord their Go 1 had told them. In spite of
their sufferings and their sorrows, songs intermingle with their sighs,
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as they contentp1n.t
l' at an<l glorious fact, that" though our
outward man p deb, t h inward man is renewed day by day.
For anI' light ami i n, whi h i bu for a moment, worketh for us a
far more exceeding nnd t 1'00.1 w i ht f glory; while we look not at
the things whi h 0.1'
n, ut o.t h !linO's which are not seen: for
the things whi h 11.1' e n o.r
rop 1'0.1, but the things which are
not seen are' t mol (
1', iv. 10-1).
"For we know that if
our earthly h II
£ ihi tab rnn 1 w r <li 'solved, we have a.
building of
d all hue not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens" (2
1'.
).
teruity! eternity!
briO'ht, 0 blest eternity,
Which Jesus has obtained £01' those
Who seek in Him their sure repose!
A little while they suffer here,
But rest, eternal rest, is near.
" Eternity! eternity!
Strange glories of eternity!
Lord, let us now the world despise,
And upward raise our thankful eyes
To joy that ever shall abide,
From sin and SOl'l'OW' purified." ..

"

1

Finally, beloved, may the Holy Ghost, of His great mercy, indulge
ns this year to an extent we have never before known of followingthe notable example of :1'loses, who "brougltt theil'" cause before
the Lord." Oh, consider for a moment how great the privilege!
Were it not true of us, as of the disciples of old, when Jesus said,
" Oh, fools, and slow of heart to believe," how should we rejoice, and
how avail ourselves of the gracious exhortation, to " acknowledge
Him in all our ways," that He might " direct our paths." In reality,
we have no need (as we once hen,ru. the present Archbishop of York
say, when preaching in Bristol Oathedral) " to fret and fume," whilst
there is such a ready way to obtain counsel and help and deliverance.
Is not our adorable Immanuel, our Jesus, our elder Brother, emphatically the Oounsellor? Aye, and is He not as verily the Mighty
God and the everlasting Father? Moreover, is not "the government upon His shoulders," and is it nd declared, that "of His
government there shn,11 be no end?" Furthermore, will it not
behove Him, for the maintenance of' His truth, and the honour of
His own great and glorious name, to ratify and confirm that blessed
verity this year, even as He has done so in every preceding year,
"And His name shall be called vV onderful ?" Aye; and, for the
fmther establishment of His own covenant character as the" Princ-e
of peace," will He not this year give peace, according to His gracious
promise, " Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as
the world giveth give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid? "
St. L~tke's, Bedmiuster, Jan. 1, 1872.
THE EDITOR.
* " Songs of Grace and Glory." Edited by Rev, C. B, S:"EPP, LL.llf.
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"REST IN THE LORD."
xxxvii. i.
" REST in the Lord! " Sweet word of truth!
A word for age, a word for youth,
A word for all the weary world,
A banner-word by love unfurled.
Then cease, ye wearied ones of earth,
To slave 101' pleasure, gain, or mirth;
Cast down your load of vanities,
And welcome God's realities.
PSALM

" Rest in the Lord!" Sweet word of grace
To all the Saviour's new-born race!
'Tis music, light, and balm to them,
An hourly-guiding apothegm.
Then, Lord of rest, we rest in Thee
For all our daily destiny;
Our mighty guilt, our grief, our care,
Wc cast \strangc act!) on Thee to bear.
For Thou, deal' Lamb of God, wast slain
'1'0 bear each load and ease each pain;
And now Thy blood and righteousnesG
Are rocks of rest in all distress.
And when at last we fall on sleep,
Nor heart shall throb, nor eye shall weep;
Then, blessed Saviour, let it be,
'1'hat Thon shalt write, " They rest in M !"
The la~e Rev. W. H, HAVEIWAL,

A LIVING EPISTLE.
"ONE day in my travels," says Mr. Jay, " I heard of' a se1'var:.t who
had attended a Dissenting chapel. This offended her master and mist!' ss,
who told her that she must discontinue the practice, or leave their rvic,
She received the information with modesty, said she was sorry, but s it
must be j she could not sacrifice the convictions of her consci n t k P
her place.
0 they gave her warning; and she now determiu d, if possible, to bo mOre circumspect and exemplary than ever; d t rmin d that,
if she suff r d for her religion, her religion should 11 t nft I' £ r It I'.
Some time after this, the master said to the mistress, 'v hy, thi is l'ath l'
a hard m asure with I' gard to our servant; has she n t 0. l,jght t W rship God wh re she pleases as well as ourselves?' , h, y " aiu th
mistress j 'and we never had so good a servant; oue wll I'
o.rly,
and got her work done so well, was so clean, and Wli
comical,
never answering again.' And so they intimated th(\t h might I' main.
Some time after this the wife said to her husband, 'I thml Mary's
religion does her a great deal more good than our l' li i n 8 ms to d us;
I should like to hear her minister.' And so she w nt and w impl' ssed;
and prevailed upon her husband to go, and he wos impl'
d; nd now
they are all followers of God, and have tho w rship of od in their
house."
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THE HIDDEN, HIGHER, AND HOMEWARD LIFE.
" Your life is !tid with Chr'ist in (Jod."-COL. iii. 3.
IN our daily lot we are compelled to mix much with men of the world, to
go, it may be, into the busy haunts of active life; but is there not with
the Christian an upper and higher current of things going on within-a
negotiation with Heaven even while the footprints are on earth? Enoch
walked with God while he was wending his way across fifllds, and his
walking was the shadowing forth of this fact: "Your life is hid with
Christ in God." But, alas, there is not always the sensible enjoyment
of this hidden life: we have to experience, with Moses·and the children of
Israel, that we are going through" a great and terrible wilderness, and
God has taken us from the midst, by signs, by wonders, by war, and by a
stretched-ollt arm, and by great terrors," all necessary and needful; yet,
on the other hand, blessed be His name, He has taken us from the midst
to give tokens of His love, revelations of Himself, marvellous upliftings,
and gracious soul-m<:lltings, to meeten us for glory, and cause us to feel
that tMs pilgrimage is lIfe's preparation fOl' heaven's exaltation. Hence it is
that, in passing through this terrible wilderness, we must find much to
make us do as Moses said the children of Israel did: "Ye returned and
wept before the Lord." Oh, can we ever forget those WEEPINGS BY THE
WAY before the Lord ?-sometimes in the consideration of our rebellion,
when -we have so ungratefully "murmured in our tents;" sometimes
under a felt sense of our unworthiness, and at other times under the
wonderful manifestations of a Saviour's love. What warfare work it has
been! And then again, Moses reminds the children of Israel of the time
when" they went pm'sumptuously up into the hill." All, how much it
takes to keep down creature-pride and felt greatness! Why tllOse losses
and crosses we have had so often to endure by the way? why that
pressure put upon us? why those emptyings and perfect prostration of
spirit, but because we have walked presumptuously in- self-sufficiency?
It may be a little worldly prosperity has made us think ourselves of some
importance in the world, and the Lord has seen it needful to bring us to
our level, to learn the lesson of looking alone to Him. No; it will not
uo! The Christian's life must be one of' discrimination and _sepamtion; it
must be, in measure, like om' Lord's journey to the Cross, marked by that
which brings us to lmmitjty {{nd obed-ienee: not that He needed anything
to make Rim so; for He was obedient unto death, even the death of the
Cross by a VOluntary service, because of His love for His people; but it
takes much sharp discipline to make us in any degree like Him. We feel
personally that the Lord has been for years sending such care and such
crosses as shall keep us dependent upon Him; DOl' can His work and
ways be inefficient. Almighty power ever will prevail, whether it be in
regeneration, sanctification, or glorification. In this way can we see that
while the old Adam nature betakes so much of the wickedness and
wretchedness of the fall as to make us often tremble, and argue, Can it
be possible that I am a child of God? Over and above it all rises the
new creation, the stronger man armed; the life of God in the soul, gener-
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ating higher hopes and divine aspirations, and telling us the truth, that
our "life is hid with Christ in God."
But, referring again to the language of Moses as descriptive of one's
own experience, he says to the children of Israel, " For the Lord thy God
hath blessed thee in all the works of thy hand: He lmoweth thy walking
through this great wilderness these forty years: the Lord thy God hath
been with thee; thou hastlacked nothing." Now, is not this blessedly true
concerning ourselves in our little life's history? With all its losses and
crosses, must we not affirm. that God hath wondetfully blessed us?- Nut one
thing hath failed of all that He has promised. True, I-le has not given
us all that we have asked Him in our ignorancE', but He has givell us all
He has promised, and His withholclings what He has not promised have
been, we may depend upon it, hles,,;ings in disguise, as we often sing,
"Good when He gives, supremely good,
Nor less when He withholds."
"HE lL'IOWETlI TIIY WAL1c]i'."G."-Yes j because He has mercifully
ordered every step of tho way, is interested in our hourly progress,
and indeed walks with us.
Oh, if there should be a depressed and careworn oue reading our words,
let us advise him to ponder well this gracious fact: "He knoweth thy
walking." Abounding consolation is here. Think not that He has forgotten to be gracious: it is impossible. He is the Keeper of Israel, who
neither slumbereth nor sleepeth, ever having His eye upon you for good;
and in due time, when the necessary discipline has done its work, will
bring you to sing joyfully His praise. Depend upon it, nut a crook in
the lot, not a weakness or infirmity, trial or temptation, but till) spot 'is
Ht's as well as ours. Therefore He not merely knoweth the way, but
it is His way; for" your life is hid with Christ in God."
He has, too, been thy Protector throughout j hence that secret upholding
and wondrous keeping in the hour of temptation, but for which circumstances might have been critical in the extreme; but an unseen arm has
encircled, an unseen hand guided, and an unseen eye watched over you.
Deity round about has kept Satan at bay, and defeated his purpose
again and again, and proved to you that your life is SACRED TO JESUS.
Wonderful combination of Deity with the dust of the earth! wonderful
surrounding of the pilgrim with His providence! wonderful union of
Saviour with sinner! We are 10Rt in amazement at its consideration.
Once more referring to Moses and the children of Israel, as they passed
through" this great and terrible wilderness," he bade them remember
the Lord's goodness to them, "specially thc day that they stood before tho
Lord in Horeb." Ah, thore a.re s asons of speoial uplifting of soul and
spirit wo can never forget-marvellous deliverances, wrought as none
but a covenant God could work. It may have. been in connexion with
that great burden of life with many_Cl HOW TO )[AKE ENDS MEE1'''matters have seeme.d intricate, and, to human calculations, there has been
no way of escape, and the soul has become disquieted. But the Lord
has helped His timid one to pay his way-has wrought a merciful deliverance. Yes, how marvellous has He worked, oven though often heavy
clouds have overshadowed the way! HolY peculiarly this was the casein connexion with dear Hagar's career j thrust out to wander in tha·
wilderness of Beer-sheba, with notlJing hut a bottle of water and a small
portion of bread for herself and her beloved child. Soon was the water spent
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and the bread gonp, and she cast the child under one of the shrubs, for
she could not bear to see him die. Desperate indeed seemed her position; hope must well-nigh have fled, and she succumbed to despair. But
stay, dear Hagar, tntst 8till, adverse as circumstances may appear.
Abraham, it is true, could no longer do anything for her; compelled by
his wife to cast her out, he was powerl ss, but God was not. He ever
liveth, and now her extremity was Hi opportunity. God heard the voice
of the lad, and His angel called to Ragal' out of heaven, and said unto
her: 11 \Vhat aileth thee, Hngor? fear not; for God hath heard the voice
of the lad where hp, is. Arise, lift him up, and hold him in thine hand,
for I will make him a great nation. And God opened her eyes, and she
saw a well of water; and she went and filled the bottle with water, and
gave the lad drink." Oh, there are striking things encountered in connexion with th hidden life! Again and again are the Lord's people
brought to deal' Ha;;Ul"s position of felt helplessness, and well-nigh
despair; but their God proves Himself to be all-sufficient and mighty to
save.
But what we seem so much to lack in our pilgrimage is "faith.." How
wonderfully tbis precious gift seemed to be granted in abundant measure
to many of the Old Testament saints. For instance, Abraham's faith.
\Vhy, ours, indeed, compared with his, seems only as shadow to substance. Only think, in face of the special declaration of his being
"blessed of the Most High God." Here comes the command: "Take
now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the
land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering." Yet his faith
failed not. Could we take our son, our only son, and offer him up?
You may reply, \Ve are not called to do so. Ah, but in other words, but
the self-same spirit, could we part with a dear idol so readily for Christ?
Do we not hold with a grasp far too firm earthly ties and dear ones? But
look again at Abraham's faith; he did as God bade him. 'With what feelings he went up that mount none but his Heavenly Father knew, and
how he could stand the plaintive inquiry of his beloved son-" My
father, behold the fire and the wood; but where is the lamb for a burnt
offering ?"-we cannot imagine; but, beyond this, the knife is upliftedthe blow is about to be struck; yet his faith fails not; he rests upon the
belief, "My son, God will provide HimsEJlf a lamb for a burnt offering."
We know how it all set forth the provision of the precious Lamb, slain
from the foundation of the world; but how firm and enviable was Abraham's faith in the matter. It makes us poor, weak, timid, faltering ones
ashamed of ours; for we are afraid of the very rustling of the leaves,
and tremble lest some fresh trouble should come upon us. 11 Lord, increase our faith."
But it must be that ill connexion with this hidden life the Lord's dear
peeple will have their trials. It is our privilege to receive from many of
them an abundance of letters which testify of this fact-all have to tell of
some pressure, some care, some cross. So be it, it is all ordered and well
ordered-the lot of each is cast into the lap and the whole disposing
thereof is of the Lord, "Ye are not your own, ye are bought with a
price." Surely, then, it behoves us to take all to Him, for it is only
taking to Him that which is His especial care, and we are told 11 He
careth for thee; " and this sort of discrimination of life we have alluded
to must bring with it trouble. You may not be outwardly persecuted as
the Church in past ages has been, but if the Lord's own, you will be
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quietly and subtilely persecuted. You cannot maintain the Christian
course without it. You must be partakers with Jesus of His suiferings;
therefore, if it comes from no other quarter, it will come from your o\l'n
kindred. The thorn in the flesh may be placed in the tenderest part; b11 t,
be it placed where it may, grace will prove itself sufficient, and come tIle
trial at what form it pleases the Lord to send it, depend upon it, beloved,
if you are realilling that" your life is hid with Christ in God," all, all
must 1e well.
.
"Yes, it is always well, 0 God,
With those who trust in Thee,
It matters not how sad or dark
Our earthly lot may be.
For the intric'Lte threads of life
Are woven by Thy hand,
And every change that marks our days
Is sent at Thy command."
But we have been thinking of the In'ddcn l~fc in connexion with God's
working for us in Providence: let us look at tho hidden way in connexion
with the foot~teps of grace, and which we have termed "the higher life."
"Your life is hid with Christ in Gud." In the previous expression, the
Apostle says, "For ye are dead," which seems a remarkable expre~silln
when we know we are most certainly alive. Ah! but as the life is hidden,
the death is hidden, and cannot be comprehended by the world or any
that are untaught of God. The fact is, the Church of Christ is dead
with Christ, that is to say, dead to the requirements of the law becausQ
Christ has fulfilled them all--dead to the consequences of sin, because
Jesus has shed His blood to wash them all away-dead to the rudiments
of the world, because" we are not of the world as He was not of the world"
-and dead to all the ordinances of men, for He is High Priest, sacrificeoffering, yea, all and in all-and the life that His people live is a spiritual
life hidden in Christ because He is their Head, their Root, their Fountain,
their Forerunner. Because the Head lives the members live also. Because
the Root is ever alive, the tree shall yield its fruit in due season-because
the Fountain flows, the tiniest streamlet shall gain its supply, and because
the Forerunner has perfected the work, the least one can never perish by
the way. " Because I live," says the All and in All Himself, "ye shall
live also."
Again-CC your life is hid with Christ in God "-look, beloved, at the
safety and security which this fact affirms. Your soul life is treasured up by
God. It is a costly gem secured in an eternal casket. It is a life wrapped
up in everlasting decrees and covenant love-it is hid with Christ-put on
a par, as it were,-one in value-bound up together in an indissoluble
compact-that which concerns one, concerns both. It is a wondrous combination, the full development of which will only appear when the living
members become absorbed in the glory of their living Head; and, as this
is realized in blessed foretastes, the soul can argue: I am a pOOl' sinner
and nothing at all, and yet the Lord Jesus Christ has told me He loves
me, and that, too, with an everlasting love, and thEll'efore with lovingkindness hath drawn me to Himself, and, unworthy as I am and increasingly feel, He grants me such communications of His {(race as
perfectly amazes me. 'THE WOUK IS ALL ON HIS SIDE. I am helpless,
and can do nothing. I hear of God's part in salvation, and then of
man's part in it also; but my Jesus has done it all. My nothingness

The Gospel Magazim.

79

presents itself more and more, and all I receive is a matter of free grace.
" Oh ! to grace how great a debtor!" Durable riches-wealth-wisdompower are all in Him, and He bids me draw from His fulness as often
as I please, and t.he oftener I draw the more it pleases Rim. What
'a Friend-what a Brother-yea, closer still, what a Husband! All "my
fresh springs are in Him. "My life is hid with Ohrist in God."
And then one thing especially, precious in connexion with this higher
life is the mamfestation of heavenly love in tlte dreily WM·/'. Much, very much
there is in that walking to cast us down and make us careworn; and some
of the trials we have to encounter are very peculiar aud mysterious; but,
in the midst of all, there comes a light in the midnight darkness, a separation in the leaden clouds, and we get a peep into the starry firmament of
God's unchangeable faithfulness.
Oh, how precious are such tokens
of a Saviour's 19ve! Well might the Psalmist exclaim, with fervid longing
for their repetition, "Remember me with the favour that Thou bearest
unto thy people: visit me with Thy salvation!" We want again and again
reassuring relative to our being adopted children; and, though our frames
and feelings touch not our eternal standing in Ohrist, yet we want constantly to be kept up with tokens of His heavenly love; and the absence of
such assurance from Jesus Himself makes us depressed and sad; and,
blessed be His dear name! He does not forsake us. No, we can look
back to memorable seasons of intercourse with Him, and we have had
enough to convince us that we are the objects of His love. Joy has
sprung up in the midst of much sorrow-precious gleams and glimpses of
Jesus in the midst of many cares; and oh ! how distinct from all that the
world realizes are the joys of this higher life, walking and talking with
Jesus, and telling Him that which we cannot tell to our dearest earthly
beloved. Oh! precious Jesus, for more of this upper living near to Thy
side"Nearer, my God, to Thee,
Nearer to Thee."
People say: Oh! this is all "too high," while all the while we are feeling
we live far too low: Gael grant us more of such high living, anel so lift
the creature out of self anel bring him in closer contact with the Saviour!
We are far too much pressed down to earth amidst its struggles and
cares; we want to be lifted up above the beggarly elements of time to the
sublime elements of eternity. See how the prophets and saints, who have
long since been gathered home, realizeel this upper higher life: Abraham
communed with the Lord in the Plains of Mamre as he sat in the tent
door. Jacob was left alone, and wrestled with Goel until the break of
day. Hannah declared with holy rapture that her heart rejoiced in the
Lord and in His salva.tion. David stfltes that God had showed him light,
therefore would he exalt His name. Simeon rejoices that in the person of
Ohrist he has seen his salvation; and the Hebrew youths had fellowship
with I-Iim as they walked up and elown unhurt amidst the fiery furnace.
So that there is a reality in such a life-it is not the mere fancy of the
brain. True, the world cannot understand it, and point to such as are
realizing it as enthusiasts and eccentric. But, let them say what they will,
we will glory in this Scripture affirmation, "Your life is hid with Ohrist in
God." Here, then, we have a precious theme for our comfort and joy.
The pilgrim's way is life's prepm·Rtion for heavenly exaltation. Weakness
anel weeping must be endured as we press on through earthly cares, but
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all is necessary to bring us to obedience and humility. We shall find it a
great and terrible wilderness, but grace will be all-sufficient. The Lord
knoweth our walking, yea, has appointed all. And then it is in tho
higher life of God in the soul that we traco the wonderful goodnerfl
and mercy of the Lord; while the manifestation of heavenly
love, as tokens by the way, ought to assure us that our God will
never leave nor forsake us. One thought more, beloyed, for our comfort, namely :-That, as well as being a hidden and a higher life, it is also
" The Homeu:ard Llje."-,Vhat a mercy, abounding consolation is here!
We are not going back, but daily forward, and each evening as it closes
upon life's toil, brings us a day's march nearer home, and the trials of
the past are for ever gone. They were at the time hard to bear, but they
are passed, and the promises of God have never failed. But, Forward is
the watchword of our Commander-in-Chief; and, blessed be His name,
He leads the way. "Forward!" must bo a dreadful word to the man who
knows and feels destruction is ahead of him. But the Christian need
have no such fear. "Forward" brings him onward to the conqueror's
crown. Looking in the face of Jesus, he may face the future without one
uneasy thought. He may contemplate the end as did dear Paul, when
he said: "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day: and not
to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing." Sweet calculation-joyous hope-hallowecl expectation-and its certainty is seen
iu the fact that this hidden life, "'hich we have been thinking of, is but
the pledge and earnest of what is to follow, which the Apostle tells us of
in the next verse: "When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then
shall ye also appear with Him in glory "-so that in due time there will
resound in our ears Heaven's precious message,
" Come up highel'."-The gold has become fully purified by fire-the
grain has had all the winnowing necessary-the fruit is fully ripe, and
the harvest is ready; the Christian has become meet for the inheritance
with the saints in light, and from the portals of Heaven the sweet command is heard, "Come up higher." But do you say, "Ah! but before
that-there, that Jordan!" True, we shall have to come to the last page of
the closing chapter of our eventful life's histories-a life, it may be, known
only to a few, but treasured by God. W ell, we need not fear the hushed
chamber of death, with all its chilling terrors; there will be brightness
in the valley, because it is promised, "At eventime it shall be light."
The light will not be seen by surrounding friends, but it will be seen
cheering the one in Christ who is passing through its shade, and then
will come the last blessing of "dying grace," as the soul breaks from its
fetters, and blessings burst into beholdings. Wondrous and joyous
change-ushered into that upper world of ransomed spirits-one with
them in seeing Jesus and surrounding His sacred person-living under
the eternal smile of His loved countenance. Oh! what pleasures there
await us. No more sea or agitation-there is enough of it here; there
will be none yonder; all peace and hanq uilli ty-ending for ever the reign
of sin and sorrow, and commencing an eternity of bliss and joy-" absent
from the hody, present with the Lord." Oh! shall not this bright hope
cheer us in our pilgrimage:" How bright the prospect is,
It cheers the pilgrim's breast;
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We're going through this wilderness,
But soon shall gain our rest.
Hallelujah!
We are on our way to God."
And how sweet that rest will be! The t/)earied traveller finds the greatest
comfort in his home. The weeping hild sI eps the sweetest.
Beloved, if we have Wl·itt n auything ab ut this hidden, higher, and
homeward life that has enoouraged y Ul' oul to press on, give Jesus all
the glory! He riohly des l'ves aU the praise, for ever and ever! Amen.
Wanstead.
G. C.

~ltubntts

nub ®drnds.

EXTRA TS FROM THE REV. W. ROMAINE'S UNPUBLISHED
LETTERS.
WRITTEN BETWEEN THE YEARS 1774 AND 1792.

(Continued />'0111 page 58.)
You are full of complaints. I congratulate you on the occasion.
Carry them to my Master-He loves to have them. He CAN make the
worst of them work for good. And they WILL, if you remember to whom
you complain. He is bounty, mercy, love itself. The young ravens
complain, and He hears, and supplies their wtints. Shall His children
call on Him in vain? Oh, no! His name is Jesus-His very heart is
described by His name. He is as willing as He is able to relieve evel'y
supplicant. Carry this with you in all your addresses to Him. Mind His
true character, and depend upon it your trusting in Him will never be
confounded; for this is the way to get anything, everything from Him;
and, indeed, all I know of practical religion is in this one plain lesson:
"Faith worketh love in Him, and then worketh by love to Him." .
.
He says, "I will direct thy paths." He will be your wisdom, and I, as
in duty bound, will pray Him to bless you with His teaching. As you
find the temper of the meeting, you will best judge of your own conduct.
I believe it will be right not to oppose, but to propose an amendment,.
if God be quite left out, as I see He is in most of the addresses. To·
the shame of our country, the Irish have appointed a day of public thanksgiving to Almighty God for Rodney and for Sir Edward Hughes' victories-and England is silent. You may mention this, if some notice be
not taken of God 01' Providence.
My time is much taken up with the King's business, which you know
requires haste. My sun is almost set; so I must not neglect the flying
moments. If a little while be allowed me to work in, you will see I have
not misspent my time 01' talents. Thanks, many thanks, for what you
sent me relating to - - . May my latter end be like hers! If the good
Lord please, I would leave it to Him. Let me die in triumph, or without, it matters not, so I am but HIS. That's enough for me. I know it
-am satisfied-yea, am thankful, to-day or to-morrow, in the valley or
on the mount, it matters not. I shall die in the Lord. Glory be to Him
for evermore! Our kind love to your old disciple. Oh, what an honour!
May she burn and shine, and set in an unc10uded sky!.
Indeed, I do
\l
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love you, I love your spirit. May you be more Catholic still! Do lIot
forget to pray 1'01'-1 charge you not to forget-vV. ROMAINE.
Your .kind lotter came to hand. Like life, it was chequered-good
news and 1ad news. 'I.'hrough life we have bitter and sweet; good i::; all
of Christ, bad is all our own, and all the fl"Llit 01' si 11. If wo trust in solf,
01' in any creature, "e are deceived, and shall 1e misorablo; but Llossod
is he that trusteth in the Lord. "Trust in Him at all timos, ye peoplo."
He would have us repose a sweet confidence in Him in our worst clays as
well as our 1est; and that confidence will always make tho WOl·st h·iuls
tolera1le, and will sometimes change their nature and turn tholll into
blessings. I was thankful fur what you express of your tlc;;ire to soo us.
True friendship is a groat grace, and a very lasting one too; fur, although
I have outlived most of my friends, yet I have lost nono of them; tILoy
are only gone where I am following, and wish to be. As to our departed
and much honom·ed, he is with his Lord and at home. We aro to 10
pitied, who are tossed upon this tempestuous sea, not he who is got into
the haven. I can mourn for his wife and for his children; their loss is
not to be repaired; but, as I hope soon to see him, and to be with om·
common Saviour, and liko Him too, oh, that thought keeps down every
murmuring thought! Lord, keep us for that happy moeting! . . .. I
only wish the Lord God may 11088 our visit. May wo take sweot eouusol
together, and warm one anothor's hearts with COIlV rsiug on the things of
God! I wish your wife, family, frionds, may bo led to udmil·o and adore
with me my matchless J esu.. Oh, I want many tongu s to s t:C rth His
praise! I have used mine own for a long timo, bu 1, it fails. He is full
above all blessing and praise. If I omo short, I aim high l' j and I hope
to make up by length what I cannot in the oxe 11 ncy f my th nks. A
new world lllad on pLll·pOS could not prniso Him enough for what I have
experienced of His infinite goodness.
.
The signs of the times are encouraging·.. A humbled sinner is always
an object of mercy. Many such cannot fail of success in prayer; many
. there are already. Oh, for a growing army of them, who on their knees
are imploring the reformation of this land! The Lord of hosts is on the
side of everyone who is fighting against sin; it is His cause, and His
battle. Thus engaged, success is certain thl;ough His Almighty aid.
From henco I tnk courage. As God has inclined such a multitude to
join humbl d in pray r, it so ms t me lIe ha not yet given us over. I
met h 1· n n day v nte n mini ter of this praying society, and we
had fnvou1· bl n counts of their parishes and of their friends in other
parts.
11, what 0. tim of refreshment was it to my soul! I cannot
enon h tbank tho Lord the Spirit, who had ordained them, and thereby
prov d tho.t II had not yet given ovel· striving with our land. May He
strive stilI, an pr vaill . . . Some will not pray on our side, though calling on hl·i t. Tlli mnT<es mo more earnest in prayer. I am lamenting the
sins ofpro£ s r as w II
pr fane. God turn their hearts; and I am sure,
when they b 111 g <1 J1I"1 ti n , th Y will be good subjects. But we
have one comfort, that,1 t Ih m p
us v l' so mu It, ,ve have not any
of their prayers t pp
tl.
cl 11 t III w n prayin ,,. patriot. We are
certain, if we persev l' , it will
w Jl wilh u .
It, for more delight in
God, more sweetnoss in praying t
im 1
:M lliorandum.-1 fear
nothing but sin.
We are rejoicing with trcmlling, ns w 0,1' command d. My son has
been mending ever since I wroto to you this day so'nnight, and if he keeps
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-on growing better, w 1lU1'P
to soo you on Tuesday or Wodn d y
next; only hope you will1! I' iv II if wo come in the evening aftor dOor"
This is all joy; but h IV h I'L, 11 \ uncortain is it at best! When the
()reature is the obj t, th n tl' lll\llin i81'ight j for no joy hurts when there
is dependence on
'6 will t l' ~ivill I (tnd using, and taking away. So
may you and I l' d i in till 11 i ~i t, r annat sufficiently express my
gratitude to - - fv1' 11 1'.J It t' I\llll £ l' lit
ntonts. May He who has
given this Christian f lillg It Ip h I' t '.i i 0 with all His rejoicing
members. You) I} IV my l1\ Lt , " U1' 1y
dnoss and mercy have
followed me all th d 6 r my lie ;" and tll "'1' at sum of this goodd did to others as
ness, vast as it i ,ha u n much swelled by what
well as to my If.
h
had an interest in tho ban of mercies, and I
have enjoyed th 1"
njoyments. This enlarg s 11 's state in grace
very much. :May - - have much income this way, and all bring praise
to God, th b uutiful Giver!
My son's ./lSO has been very dangerous, but many of the W-Drst symptoms,
are removed. . . . . We must stay a few days to see how he recovers, and
then you shnJl hear from me again.' Whatis life? what are comforts? Often
of holY short duration! sometimes how comfortless ! None but Christ
for me. Children, wife, substance, His gifts worth having, Ilis blessings.
I am learning this lesson daily. And the animal life so strongly opposes
the Christian, that, if the Teacher wero not Almighty, I could neither learn
and much less practice one lesson. But to depend on Ilim more to-day
than yesterday is getting forward. May He keep you at His feet,
humbled; there it lies, Humility is His highest teaohing. Oh for some
proficiency in this heavenly grace! Remomber me to our common Friend.
This Reas.on of recollection (June 1st, 1791) may be very profitable in
giving you leisure to review', the mercies of the last and present year. It
was the hand of a gracious God which carried you out, and brought you
back in snJety j the same hand which, while you were abroad, visited you
with sickness, and raised you up again in much loving-kindness. Ob, let
not this great favour be forg'otten! I have oiI'ered up my sncrifice of praise
for you, and I am also praying that )'ou lllay be enalled to offer up yours,
continually giving thanks to your Almighty Physician. It was to me a
very pleasant interview that we had at Reading, and I reckon myself
greatly beholden to - - that it was so long. . . . Mr. Haweis came from
Bath yesterday, in order to fit out two youug men who are going ul)on
missions into the South Seas. Mr. Wilberforce has obtained a passage for
them in one of the king's ships, which is under the command of Captain
Bligb, and which will sail soon. The Lord be with them, and spread His
fame and glory through the heathen islands! . . .. Some time in September I hope to see you Lwe to face, and to confirm that most blessed
Gospel, which you have so often heard out of my mouth, and which I
know to be "the. power of God unto salvation."
He is. good, and doeth good. Survey His goodness. If you could
make a faithful catalogue of all His dealings with you, I am sure the
Dnmbel' would be more than aU the papers in Bristol could contain, and
the value of them truly inestimable. Oh, think much and frequently
what you owe Him for husband, children, substance, and friends! For
these are His gifts, and to you they are gifts of grace, because He has
given you Himself, to be your Surety, your Sacrifice, your Righteousness,
your Heaven. And He has sent His Spil'it to quicken your spirit, that
you might beiieve in Jesus, and. taste the Father's love in Him j and in
G 2
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this way might teach you gratitude. What do such mercies require at
yom: hands! Surely a humble and devoted heart. . . .. He win withhold nothing from the thankful; yea, He will bestow more grace to maltO'
more thankful. As He adds to your mercies, may your heart give Him
more praise! I am glad to get hold of anything that will increase thll'
fame of my Jesus. You have added much from your account of - - .
Please to remember me to him, and tell him our motto this year is " G()
forward." 1I1:ay this be verified in his soul and in his labours!
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THE TRUE CIROUMCISION.
A SERMON PREACHED BY

l~EV.

JA)!ES

JOHN EAST~[EAD, )IINISTER OF TYLDESLEY CHAPEL,
loANCASHlRE.

"For we are the circumcision, which worship Goa in the Spirit, ana rqjoice'
in Chr'lst JcsttS, and have no confiience in the flesh."-PHIL. iii. 3.
THE Apostle in' this chapter is writing to the brethren of Ohrist at
Philippi; he exhorts them to rejoice in the Lord. This exhortation he
repeatedly addressed to the churches, and it was no difficult or grievous
matter for him to repeat his instructions. Indeed, the Holy ~Ghost led
him to see that it was for the safety of the brethren to repeat the same
instructions. And so is it still. The sent ministers of God, in preaching
the Gospel, declare the same things the Apostles proclaimed; and it is for
the safety of the Ohurch that such things are repeated. "To, write the
same things to you," the Apostle says, "to me indeed is not grievous, but
for you it is safe" (vel'. 1). The Apostle warns the brethren to "beware
of dogs" (vel'. 2), i.e., Judaizing teachers who snarled at the doctrines of
the Gospel which the Apostle preached. He exhorts them also to " beware of evil workers" (vel'. 2), i.e., persons who perverted the doctrines
of the Gospel and turned them into licentiousness. He further exhorts
them to "beware of the concision" (vel'. 2), i. e., persons who contendecl
for the rite of circumcision as enjoined by the law of Moses. True it is
that God commanded the rite of circumcision to be observed by Abraham
and all his posterity. But that was, typical of that spiritual circumcision
effected by the Spirit of God. "For he is not a Jew," saith Paul, "which
is one outwardly: neither is that circumcision which is outward in the
flesh. But he is a Jew which is one inwardly: and circumcision is that of
the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter: whose praise is not of men,
but of God;" and in the text the same idea is expressed in another form:
"We are the circumcision, which worship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh." In opening up these
words there are four things we ask your prayerful consideration of; and,
oh, that the Holy Spirit may lead us into the truth!
I. The circumcision.
II. The worship of the circumcision.
lIT. In whom the circumcision rejoice.
IV. In what the circumcision have confidence.
I. The Ci1"cumcision.-" We are the circumcision: " who are the persons
intended by the Apostle? He refers to the brethren of Ohrist (true
believers in Jesus). Why are true believers called the circumcision?

The Gospel Magazine.

S5

1. Because God has circumcised their hearts. God speaks of Israel of
old as being of "uncircumcised hearts." Stephen called the Jews thus:
"Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the
Holy Ghost: as :your fathers did, so do ye. 'Which of the prophets have not
-your fathers persecuted? and they hav slain them which showed before
.of the coming of the Just One; of whom yo have been now the betrayers
,and murderers: who have received tho law by the disposition of angels,
:and have not kept it. 'When thoy heard thoso things, they were cut to
the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth" (Acts vii. 51-54).
'The hearts of men naturally are just like the Jews-alienated from God,
unfeeling, rebellious, proud, self-willed, impenitent; and such is the
natural state of all believers. But the Holy Ghost in His grace and
mercy has circumcised their hearts. The process is the same as expressed
by the new covenant promise: "A new heart will I give you, and a new
:spirit will I put within you; and I will take away the stony heart out of
your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh" (Ezek. xxxvi. 26). True
believers have had this new heart created in them, and are therefore" the
cireumeision." God has circumcised their hearts and made them new
,creatures in Ohrist Jesus. They are God's "workmanship, created in Ohrist
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that they should
walk in them" (Eph. ii. 10). They are broken hearts, and therefore
they are humbled on account of sin. They are feeling hearts, and therefore they have a feeling sense of their own vileness. They are penitent
hearts, and therefore they are persons who experience a godly sorrow,
confess their sin unto God ani cry unto Him for mercy and forgiveness.
They are loving hearts, and therefore they love God in Ohrist, and the
'brethren of Ohrist. Oh, we cannot be true believers unless the Holy
Ghost have circumcised our hearts. Men may call upon their fellow men
to repent and believe, and urge it upon them as a duty, "but all such as
teach in this strain have yet to experience for themselves the circumcision
oOf the heart.
2. True believers are called the circumcision because God has circumcised
their ears. ,Vhile in their natural state men aro "dead in trespasses and
,sins "-as dead spiritually, as a corpse is dead animally. In such a state
men do not hear Jesus in the Gospp.l. But when God, in His grace and
mercy, circumcises their ears, J osus says to them in the Gospel, "Incline
,your ear and come unto me; hear, and your soul shall live: and I will
make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David "
{Is. Iv. :3). Oh, if God have circumcised your ears you will know the voice
{)f Jesus which speaks to you in tho Gospel; for He says, " My sheep hear
my voice, and I know them, and they follow me" (John x. 27). And
what words do the sheep of Ohrist hear Him speak to them? They are
words of love. He says to every poor sinner whose ears He opens to hear
Him speak unto Him, "I have loved thee with an everlasting love, and,
therefore, with lovingkindness have I drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3). They
are words of forgiveness. For He says, "Thy sins are forgiven" (Luke
vii. 48). Again," I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgres'sions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins" (Is. xliii. 25).
They are words of peace. He says, "Peace I leave with you, my peace
I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you" (John
xiv. 27). Thus, if God have circumcised our hearts and ears, we can take
up the language of the Apostle, and say, "We are the circumcision."
'T.rhe Jews carried in them the sign in their flesh which distinguished
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them as a nation and as God's peculiar people.
God's mark was set
upon them in their flesh to commemorate His covenant which He made
with Abraham. ":My covenant," says God, "shall be in your flesh for
an everlasting covenant" (Gen. xvii. 1::l). And so true believers, as God's
spiritual Israel, carry in them the sign that they aro " a chosen generation,
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that they should
show forth the praises of Him who hath called them out of darkness into
His marvellous light: which in timo past wero not a 1100ple, but are
now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but ]JOW havo
obtained mercy" (1 Peter ii. 9, 10). And what is the sign which they
carry in them? Their hearts and oars are circumcised, and thorofor(j
they can say, "We are the circumcision." Oh, if we can Srty so, what an
honour God has in grace and morcy conferred upon us! what lovo towards
us He has displayed! "Deholu," says John, as the mouthpiece of tho
Church, "what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us that
we should be called tho sons of God" (1 John iii. 1). And then Goel
gives to the ciroumcision the righteousness of faith, which He gave to
Abraham, aud therefore are they heautiful in Christ's beauty ancl
righteolls in Ohrist's righteousness which He imputes to them by the
actings of a living faith.
n. Tile 7Varship ajthe Circumcision.-"Which worship God in the Spirit."
To 'worship God in the Spirit is a spiritual act, and supposes that the
Holy Ghost dwells ill them. This ::wcords with the experience of true
believers: "Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost
which is in you, which ye have of God ?" (1 Cor. vi. 19). God gathers to
Himself a large revenue of worship 1'1'0111 the. ciroumcision. 'rhere is no
worshipping God out of (without) tllO Sl,irit. He is needed to breathe
spiritual worship ill the soul. "Wo know not what wo should pray for
as we ought: but the Spirit itself maJeeth intercession for us with groanings which caunot be uttered, and He that searcheth the hearts knoweth
what is the mind of the Spirit, because Ho maketh intercession for tho
saints acc~ding to the will of God" (Rom. viii. 26, 27). " We are th~
circumcision which worship God in the Spirit."
1. True believers worship God as the ohject ofja£t7t : withont faith it
is impossible to please God. Faith is not natural to man. The natural mind
is an unbelieving mind. But if we belong to the circumcision we are partakers ofpreciolls sa.ving faith. Faith in the existence of God as a Being
of unsullied holiness. Faith in the word of God as His revealed will of
grace and mercy. Faith in the covenant faithfulness of God in fulfilling
all that He has engaged to do in the experience of His people. Faith in
the power of God as exercised in holding His people and keeping them
as vessels of meroy until the day of their redemption from the bondage of
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.
2. True believers worship God as the object of their love. There is
no true worsbip of God without love to God, and therefore it is
impossible for the ungodly to worship God: "For tho carnal mind is
enmity against God." But God has implanted love in the heart of the
circumcision, and thorefore their language is, "We love Him because He
first loved us." All God's dealings with His people ilre displays of His
love-covenant, eternal, bleeding, dying love. This lovo God uses to
melt and draw the hearts of sinners to Himself. If, therefore, you are
conscious of your hearts being drawn by the ords of God's everlasting
love, your desire will be to worship God ill tho Spirit. You will often b~
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dissatisfied with yourself because you feel that you do not worship God in
spirit and in truth, and therefore you will be led to cry unto the Lord
that He will grant you the power and unction of His blessed Spirit. Oh,
what could the true believer do without the Spirit? Living in a sinful
body and influenced by the carnal mind, ho never would be able to
'present unto God spiritual, and therefore acceptable worship, without the
inbr!3athing of the blessed Spirit.
h, how dependent the family of
God are upon the Spirit! David prayed, "'Take not thy Holy Spirit from
me" (Ps. li. 11). True believer are said t be "sealed with that Holy
Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of their inheritance, until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of His glory"
(Eph. i. 13, 14). Seek, then, dear friends, a larger moasure of the Spirit
of God. Oh, seek to be filled with the Spirit!
,
Ill. in whom tllO Oi9'oumoision 9qjoioe.-" In Ohrist Jesus." The cil'cumcision are supposed to be 9'n Ohrist Jesus by an eternal union, and brought
into living union with Ohrist by the actings of a living faith. The Apostle
frequently exhorts believers to "rejoice in the Lord." Indeed, 'they have
occasion to rejoice in the Lord. 'Vhy? Because they" are of God in
Ohrist Jesus, who of God is made unto them wisdom, righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemptioll" (1 Oar. i. 30); and in whom else should
the members of Ohrist's body rejoice?
1. They have occasion to rejoice in Ohrist Jesus because God has
made Him unto them wisdom. Oh, what wisdom do the circumcision see
in Ohrist Jesus! It is the" wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden
wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: which
none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they
would not have crucified the Lord of glory" (1 001'. ii. 7, 8). If we belong
to the circumcision, all Ohrist's wisdom is ouJ.'s; that is, it is devoted to
our benefit, and in dealing with His people the Lord Jesus is ever
displaying His wisdom both in providence and grace. All the events in
life, therefore, are ordered and appointed in wisdom; and hence the
Apostle says, as the mouthpiece of tho Ohurch of God, "We know that
all tliings work together for good to them that love God, to them who are
the called according to His purpose" (Rom. viii. 28). Why do all things
work together for good? Because the Lord Jesus makes them in His
infinite wisdom so to work. And then the Lord J eSllS exercises wisdom
in His dealings in grace. He knows lww to deal with the souls of HiR
people. He knows when to revive their faith; when to rekindle love and
strengthen hope. He knows when to oheer, comfort, strengthen, and
also to chastise. In all these respects the J~ord J esns displays wisdomdivine wisdom, unerring wisdom, and therefore true believers have occasion to rejoice in Christ Jesus.
2. And then they have occasion to rejoice in Ohrist J esns because God
has made Him unto them righteousness. When God begins with a
sinner, he soon feels that ha has no righteonsness of his own. He is
made to ask with Job, "Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?
not one" (Job xiv. 4). Indeed, all his fancied righteousness goes for
nothing. God shows him it is worth nothing; nay, that it is his
condemnation. What a blessed teaching of the Gospel to such an one is
it that Ohrist Jesus is of God made unto him righ1feousness. Yes, Ohrist
Jesus is the righteousness of the true believer. It is a righteousness
which Ohrist wrought out by His life of obedience and death, His
precious blood-shedding, ano. His all-perfect righteousness. Oh, how
o
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momentous the question to everyone: Am I covered with Christ's
righteousness? Depend upon it, if you live and die wit/101d Christ's
righteousness, you will certainly be lost. Listen to Paul's desire:
"That I may be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness,
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the
righteousness which is of God by faith" (l:'hil. iii. 9). Is this your
desire, my friends? If so, that desire is !lOmething good; and "every
good thing or gift is from above" (James i. 17). And He that begins a gooel
work in a sinner will not leave it unfinished. If He "Were to act thus,
He would not be faithful. But "faithful is He that calls a sinner, who
also will do," or complete, what He begins (1 Thess. v. 24). "Being
confident of this very thing" (says the Apostle), "that Ho which hath
begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ"
(Phil. i. 6). Well, then, if your desire be that the Lord will in His grace
clothe you with His all-perfect, everlasting right~ousness, depend upon it
your desire shall be fulfilled; for" He will fulfil the desire of them that
fear Him: He also "Will hear their cry, and will save them" (Ps. oxlv.19) :
and you shall be brought to say, "I will greatly l'ejoice in the Lord,
my soul shall be joyful in my God: for He hath clothed me with the
garments of salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride
adorneth herself with her jewels" (Isa. lxi. 10). Oh how beautiful is
the sinner in God's eyes who is clothed with Christ's righteousness! ,Vhy
have the circumcision occasion to rejoice in Christ Jesus? Because they
are clothed of God with the righteousness of Christ Jesus.
3. They have occasion to rejoice in Christ Jesus, because God has
made Him unto them sanctification. Sanctification is another word for
" holiness." True believers are said to be "sanctified by God the
Father" (Jude i.), i. e., God the Father in His eternal purpose of love
and mercy, which He pm'posed in Cbist Jesus before the world began,
set them apart as His people elected in Ohrist Jesus (as Christ will present them at last unto God), "holy and unblameable and unreprovablo
in His sight" (Col. i. 22). They are not holy (sanctified) in themselves,
but in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto them sanctification. Now,
this accords with Christ's prayer for His people. "Sanctify them
through Thy truth: Thy word is truth" (John xvii. 17). That is, sanctify
thllm through Thy word, which teaches that Christ Jesus is made of God
the sanctification of His people. Again, our Lord says, "And for their
sake I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the
truth" (John. xvii. 19): as the Surety and Head of His people Christ
sanctified Himself. He had no need to sanctify Himself on His own
account, for He is the infinitely Holy (sanctified) One. He sanctified
Himself for the benefit of His people, "That they might be sanctified
through the truth," i.e., the truth contained in the Gospel message, which
reveals Christ Jesus to the sanctification of His people. All who are in
Christ Jesus by an eternal union are, in the fulness of time, graffed into
Christ Jesus vitally by a living faith, and conformed by the inworking
of the Holy Ghost into the holy (sanctified) imago of Christ Jesus. Aye,
and depend upon it, dear friends, if Christ be thus made of God unto you
sanotification, you will be anxious to make your sanctification manifest
to a beholding world, and hence the exhortation, "Be ye holy; for I am
holy" (1 Peter i. 1G). "God has not called His people unto uncleanness,
but unto holiness" (1 Thess. iv. 7). Well, then, siuce Christ Jesus is of
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God made unto believers sanctification, they have occasion to rejoice in
Him.
4. They have occasion to rejoice in Christ Jesus because God has
made Him unto them ?·edemption. The language which the Holy Ghost
puts into their mouth respecting Christ Jesus is, "In whom we have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of His grace" (Eph. i. 7). The work which Christ undertook in the
everlasting covenant engagement, and which He appeared in the flesh to
fulfil, was redemption. His sufferings in the garden, His death on the
cross, were to make Himself the redemption of His people. It is a
redemption by blood from the curse of the law. It is a redemption by
power from death, the grave, and hell; and therefore the language
which the Holy Ghost puts into the mouth of believers, in prospect of
death is, "0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory?
The sting of d ath is sin; and the sh:ength of sin is the law. But
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory throngh our Lord Jesus
Christ" (1 Cor. xv. 55-57). Thus all the blessings of salvation flow to
sinnors, because God made Christ unto them redemption, and therefore
all true believers, as the circumcision, have occasion to rejoice in Christ
Jesus.
IV. In wh((t tlw Ci"'cu?ncision havc no con:fidence.-" And have no confidence in the flesh." How can they have confidence in the flesh when
their experience is expressed by Puul : "I know that ill me (that is,
in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing?" (Rom. vii. 18); and, since they
have no confidence in the flesh, therefore they will not walk ((fter the
flesh; and therefore the exhortation given to believers is, "Let not
sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the
lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin; but yield yourselves unto God as those that are
alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness
unto God" (Rom. vi. 12, 13;'
" Sovcreign grace o'cr sin abounding,
Ransom'd souls the tidings swell;
'Tis a deep that knows no 80lmding,
Who its breadth or length can tell P
9n its glories
Let my soul for evel' dwell."

HOLY WATER.
in his travelR, says, "A friend of mine was at the house of a
French lady in Canada, when a violent thunderstorm commenced. The
shutters were closed, and the room darkened. The lady, not willing to
leave the safety of herself and company to chanco, began to search for her
holy water. Having found it, she sprinkled it over the ladies and gentlemen. The storm continued, and she repeated her sprinkling and benedictions at every clap of thunder. At length the storm ceased, and the
safety of the party was attribllted to the precious holy water. But judge
the surprise of the company, when the shutters were opened; the pious
lady had: made a mistake, and sprinkled her friends with ink! "
LAMBERT,
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THE SWEET STORY OF OLD.
TilE substitution of Jesus-the suretyship of the Elder Brother-this is
indeed the sweet story of old! The love of Jesus to His people, manifested through the grace alia power of the Spirit; the love of the Triune
J ehovah! Who can sufficiently tell of its sweetness? It was the sweel;
story in days that are past-it is tlw sweet story in the present day; and
it will be the same sweet story through the ages of eternity. THAT
SWEET STORY OF OLD! Think of the poor African woman (as related by
Mrs. Stowe in her key to " Uncle Tom's Cabin '.'). The slave ship visiting;
her coast, burning the homes of her people, carrying off her husband ancl
children, and leaving her an outcast and a homeless wanderer. Think of
her as wandering up and down the country-none to help, to counsel, 01'
to comfort. " Rachel weeping for her children, refu8inq to be comforted bccaU8e tlleY are not." Whence is that voice which tells' her, secretly In hOl'
soul, that she has a friend near her, wLo can hear, who can help hor?
Whence comes that impulse on her mind -to throw herself on the ground
and cry to that unknown friend for deliverance? Oh, yes! we ask, whonce
that prayer of faith? And then the answer vouchsafed, not onCB ollly,
but again and again, the sweet consolation poured into her soul, making'
her to rest in the Lord Jesus Christ, whilst as yet she has never heard tho
mention of His name. And then the mysteries of God's providencE> nnveiling themselves; the slave ship retnrning, herself the first to be capturerl, carried into New England, hearing the proclamation of the GoslJcl,
and at once responding to the name of Jesus, "That is the one I want! "
Oh! the tender mercies of our God, "the sweet story of old "-Jesus
l'evealing Himself by His Spirit to Ht"8 bani8hed one8. Sealing home the
Word to their hearts; saving them with His great salvation. We shall
not soon forget a short visit to Lancashire a few years ago. We were in
a lalge village of some seven thousand souls. With a dear child we one day
walked through the streets-through the Irish quarter. Through an
open doorway in the corner of a room, we s.aw lying on a sorry bed, n.
young woman, apparently in the last slage of consumption. We took a
moment's gaze, and passed on. In that vill{tge the Gospel of God's g'race
had long teen preached, and some precious souls had been called to tho
knowledge of Jesus. We called upon some of them, and found it vety
pleasing to listen to some sweet stories of sovereign discriminating grace.
By and by, said our child to us, "I do not like to be spending our
time, aU of it, in visiting these dear people of God; that poor woman in
a corner of t.he room, we passed her' by, and I cannot get her from my
mind any how." We retraced our steps. 'lhe door was still open, and we
walked in, and to the side of the bed. We found she was a married
woman, with two or three young children. Some time before she
had taken cold, and it had settled upon her lungs. We spoke to her
of her weakness, of bel' sufferings, and of .T eSllS. There was an
elderly Irishwoman sitting by her side, and they both listened with
intense interest, whilst we told "the sweet story of old," and
spoke of Him who stood in the place of His 11eople, and gave
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His life a ransom for theirs,-whilst we unfolded the way of salvatior.,
through the atoning blood of God's dear Son. Perhaps it was the first
time which these poor Irishwomen had heard of the love and blood and
righteousness of Jesus-of the one Priest,-the Ht"gl! Priest,-the One
who had suffered, who had passed into the heavens, who was at the Lord's
right hand interceding for His peopl ; and we asked if we should speak
to Him on her behalf. She expr ssed hor desire that we should do soher companion joined us. The spirit of prayer was manifest, and, as we
rose from our knees, we saw that the tears had been fast flowing down
the face of the dying one. She asked us to come again soon, and we
left her. Again we called, and there was the same earnestness, and
the same look of gladness, as we renewed the subject of our former
visit, and set forth how the Holy Spirit wrought by the Word, in convincing of sin, implanting in the heftrt, that godly sorrow, which worketh
repentance unto salvation, not to be repented of, and leading the poor
sinner to trust in J esns as the only hope. The young husband was present at this interview, and ho, too, heard the sweet f)tory of old, and knelt
beside his wife, as wo again spoke to the great High Priest, and asked for
her absolution at His IJancls. Those were two sweet seasons, for we felt
the Saviour's presenoe, and as we left the houso we could but hope that
here was" a brand plucked from the burning." We left the county
early the next morning, and saw her no more; but when 0111' dear child
called, the poor sick woman asked her to leave at once, for she had her
enemies, and they had told the priest that we had been there. We heard
'afterwards that she lingered, not long, but that, as a penance, peas were
placed in her bed, and en them the poor emaciated body was constrained
to lie. We know not if such were the case. 1Ve made inquiries on our
next visit, but could elicit nothing satisfactory on the point. Oh!" that
sweet story of old," would to God that it could be proclaimed through
the length and breadth of our land, and that they who have experienced
the fulness and freeness of discriminating grace
"Would tell to sinners round
What lL deal' Saviour they .had found;
Would point to His atoning blood
As the one and only way to God."
But how often we find that they to whom grace has been manifested,
lock it up in their own bosoms, as " an empty vine bringing j01"tli fruit only
unto themselves or in their own little circle of believers. David at one time
seemed to be of the same mind, when he exclaimed, "Come unto me, all
ye that fear God, and I will tell you what He hath done for my soul; "
but in another place he crieR, "Horror hath taken hold upon me because
of the wicked that forsake Thy la.w." How seldom does that horr01' now
take hold of believers! Oh! that there were more of the proselytizing
spirit among'st us, that we were more longing to tell of the old sweet story
in the highways and the byeways, in the lanes and the streets, among
nominal Protestants and deluded Papists! Oh! that we were more earnest
in following the precepts and examples of the 'Vord of God. Our Lord
Himself preached discriminating grace, and that doctrine was so hateful to
the J ewe, that they would gladly have thrown Him headlong from" the brow
ofthe hill on which their city was built," yet day by day in preaching, and
night by night in prayer, He went about building up His disciples in the
faith, and gathering in the "lost sheep of the House of Israel." Thlt
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IJord Jesus knew the helplessness of the creature, his utter depravity, and
his inability to change his own heart; for He declared, " No lllan can
come unto me except the Father which hath sent me draw him." He
was a firm believer in the election of grace, for He declared, "Ye have
not chosen me, but I have chosen you and ordained you," &c. He gloried,
too, in the so-called lwrn"ble doctrine of reprooation, for He thanked IIis
Father, the Lord of heaven and earth, that He had ., hid the3e things from
the wise and prudent." He was no caviller. He was satisfied to resolve
all into His Father's will, "Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy
sight." And yet how constantly lIe was amongst the impenitent and
the unbelieving, preaching the Gospel of the kingdom. HowaJTectionate
His invitations to the sin-burdened conscience, "Come unto me and I
will give you rest." How alarming His language to the hardened sinner,
"Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how eau ye escape the damnation
of bell? " How deep His pity for the Judicially hardened city. " ne
drew near and wept over it."
And so the Apostle to the Gentiles: the same hand which penned the
8th and 9th chapters to the Romans, in which election and rejection are
so plainly set forth, has left it for the ill3truction of all ages, to the VelY
end of time, that" as his manner was, he went in among the unbelievers,
and three Sabbath days reasoned with them out of the Scrlp[u1'es," and,
standing on the top of Mar's hill, he preached a sermon entirely to tho
unconverted; and in the gaol at Philippi he told the sweet old story to a
poor soul, crying out under the weight of soul-anguish, which was driving
him to despair, "Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved." And Peter, too, how he preached to the uneonverted (Acts v.
29-32). And Stephen: and they murdered him for his faithfulness, And
their labours were not in vain; they reasoned, they exh01'ted, they denounced,
"and the Lord added daily to the Church such as should be saved." And so
says our Ohurch of England. How beautifully is the" old sweet story" set
forth in her ARTICLES, and Liturgy, The 9th Article tells of orig'inal
sin, whereby every man born into the world deserves God's wrath; the
lOth shows his utter helplessness to reCOVEr himself, and the 11th
comes in with the merits of J esus" There is a fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Immanuel's veins;
And sinners plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains,"
The 12th cheers us with the assurance that good works flowing from faith
in Ohrist are pleasing to God; whilst the 13th clearly sets forth that notlting
which the natural man can do is pleasing to Him. So the teachings of the
Church are in accordance with God's "Vord, and so the effects which
follow. In the ordering of priests, it is said to "teach (md to jJ1'emonish ,.
to feed and provide f01' the Lord's family,. to seek for Christ' 8 sheep that are
dispersed abroad, and for His cltild'ren that (l1'e in the midst of this naughty
world, that they may be saved tlwough C/wist f01' eve)' ,." and thus instructed,
the minister goes among his people, and pleads fol' them, and pleads with
them-" .Lord, save Thy people, and bless thine inheritance," and" Make
Thy chosen people joyful." So grant it, Lord! Make" that sweet stO}'y of
old" more and more precious to the hearts of Thy believing people, and
then, whether preachers or hearers, they will go to and fro among the.
living and the dead, cheering and comforting the one-reasoning with
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and wal'lling the other. "Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people," saith the
Lord; "Awake thou that sleepest and arise from the dead," saith the
servant of the Lord; and so tlte sweet story is told again and again, and
believers are comforted, and the impenitent are warned, and sleepers are
awakened, and inquirers :are encouraged, and the lost sheep of the House
of Israel are gathered in.
" Oh! for this lov , let re-eks and hills
Their lasting silence break j
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak."
Kennett.
J. F.P.
GOOD WORKS.
" BUT what can the Evangelicals show of good works and self-sacrificing
piety compared with what is called the High Church party? Look at their
sisterhoods-their devotion to the sick, the poor, the helpless-their zeal in
the service of God's house, their readiness to give of their substance to·
support religion, whether it be buildings, decorations, or spreading the
views which they think to be right-their devotion to services and such
like, and ceaseless labours for God." This is a slender sample of the
practical and plausible arguments supplied by people who are ignorant of
God's religion and are bewildered by the dazzling religion of externals.
But have the Evangelical body no good works to show to the world?
Where are their Bible societies, missionary, tract, and kindred societies?
Sabbath schools, ragged schools, floating chapels, orphanages, lay
preachers, homes for the aged, helps for the indigent, the fallen, the
feeble? Have Evangelicals nothing to show in. these matters as in contrast to a religion in the form of wool-work, stained glass, fadingllowers,.
embroidered silk, chiselled stone, or even the higher usefulness of attending upon tho sick? If in outside matters only, the Evangelicals surely
can glory over the Ritualists, for the alTay of what may be called goul
u;c1,ks are on the side of Protestantism generally, and we may fearlessly
add of those in particular who profess Evangelical doctrines, whether ill!
a greater or less degree of Gospel knowledge and experience.""
Israel of old was prone to idolatry, which is the worship of the visible.
In every age, clime, condition Qf life, this is the character of idolatry-it
substitutes outward things for the inward and invisible. 'Whether it be
the work of men's hands or the work of God, the crucifix, or the sun,
moon, and stars. Worship, is the heart's homage, which directed to any
visible object is idolatry. The plea set up by some that externals call up
religious emotions and affections, only proves the fact that idolatry lies
at the root of the so-called service of whatever kind it may be that produces this result. The good works whereby some think to commend
themselves to God, or whereby men obtain self-satisfaction, is nothing more
than idolatry. But the spirit and power of the Gospel brings a man into
another state wholly at variance with this, as we read, "At that day shall
a man look to his Maker, and his eyes shall have respect to the Holy One
of Israel. And he shall not look to the altars, the work of his hands,
neither shall respect that which his fingers have made, either the groves

* IVe allude to these Christian efforts as to the spirit in which they were originated
though many of them have fallen into error through the corrupt influence of the day.
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or the images" (Isaiah xvii. 7, 8). There is a vast difference botween
human efforts for the g'ood of others, basad either upon benevolence or the
natural instinct of fallen man to obtain something from God for his works,
and that gracious desire of regenerate souls to serve the Lord and show
forth His praise, in whatever station of life God hath called them. U ndar
such a Gospel spirit we have love to begin with, and love has no limits.
It takes in the little and the great, looks for no roward, but follows a
spiritual instinct in doing, simply because of 10\'0. This is the feeling
recognized by God as His gift, and, therefore, acceptod by Him. "Ye
did it unto me," is Ohrist's commendation of His people's acts-not the
quantity done, nor the amount given, nor the zeal shown, nor the perseverance displayed. None of this avails before God-it is simply on this
wise" whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as unto the Lord." ,Vhat mountains
of good works sink into mole hills or are swept s,way altogether 1y the
breath of this solemn word-cc ye did it not to me." How many small,
and forgotten, and ungraciously-received kindnesses are accepted and
owned of God on this sole ground, "ye did it unto Me." What an immense amount of Ohristian eharity will be as chaff before the wind in the
eyes of the Lord, because of this one great defeat, "ye did it not to me."
How humbling the thought of the little that is done by the best of saints
under this feeling, "ye did it unto me." ,Vha can look at their works
in a Gospel light and take satisfaction out of them? God calls our
righteousness "filthy rags," and His people are of His mind in this
matter. They feel it, they smart under the sorrow that sin is mixed with
all they do. " The good they would they do not; the evil that they would
not, that they do." And this makes them groan, being burdened; the old
nature spoils all their efforts, all their good works, and cuts up root and
branch all their hopes that the flesh will mend, and they shall tako satisfaction in and from their doings. But true Gospel satisfaction does not
come from this quarter. It comes" from the Father of lights" by a revelation of what Ohrist has done, as the Surety of His people. This is
the only ground of l'eal, solid, stable peace, when made known to the
heart by the Holy Spirit; and this makes the believer desirous to walk
so as to please God and bring credit to the Gospel. This will regulate
the home, the temper, the purse, the time, the pmsuits, out-door charity,
and indoor duties. It is love Divine that dictates and directs th work
and walk of the believer-" The love of Ohrist constraineth us." Love
in unison with God's mind and God's truth, not to buy salvation, but in
proof that salvation has been bought and bestowed.
Now, says the poor trembler in Zion, that cuts me off at a blow! I
have no testimony in my soul that salvation is bestowed upon me.
Well, be it so j but there is a large portion of the W ol'd of God specially
addressed to your case; and despite all your fears, your sinking, your
bitter speeches against yourself, you are still upheld, and kept hanging
to the skil·ts of the Jew that has obtained salvation for the Israel of God.
You have not been shaken off from the horns of the altar; you are still
clinging to Ohrist as the way, tho truth, and the life j and your story is
told in these two liues.. ih l' l' fuge have I none,
Hang8 iny helple8s soul on Thee."
None ever perished thoro. The f ebl shall win tho raoe, and the lame
take the prey. Many of those poor fooule folks who have been kept in
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bonds all their life, come to the end with a shout of victory! They lue
" shut up" all their days-it may be-" unto the faith that should afterwards be revealed" (Gal. iii. 23). These poor dear" prisoners of hope"
are monuments of Divine sovereignty. They would give all they possess
for liberty, but they are kept in bonds. They are living testimonies
against A.rminianism, against a letter:faith, against a free-will assurance.
If all the preachers and teachers upon earth were to assure them of their
childship, it would not satisfy their soul, "dissolve their doubts," or give
them peace. They have a full a sumnoa of their sinnership, and they can go
no further than this point, and there they must abide till the Lord says,
" Come up higher." But they do the Lord's work while in tIllS valley
of humiliation. They witn ss for the sovereignty of the Spirit, whose office
is to lead unto all truth, and to take of the -things of Christ, and show
them to the soul, whereby the Lord's promise i~ fulfilled, "Ye shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make you free."
But they work very hard while in this spot, though they do not know
it. They wrestle in prayer, and they groan out their wants, if they cannot pray. They have a tender conscience as to sin, and they are desirous
to serve the Lord, though the opportunity may not be given them. The
Lord's cause is dear to them, and the Lord's people are valued by them,
and gladly helped when in the power of their hand to do it. They watch
for the Lord, and are ever on the look-out for His coming to their soul
with divine persuasion that they are His. They are at variance with the
world in its pleasures, and with professors in their religion. They are
compelled to witness for God and His truth, though they are destitute of
a comfortable interest in the truths they believe. NIany of God's dear
ones have long stood on this gloomy spot; but out of it all the Lord has
delivered them, and such can subscribe to the declaration of the prophet,
"Not by might, nor by p'lwer, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord." It
was not for their prayers, nor their tears, nor their mortifications, nor
their good works, they received the spirit of adoption whcreby they
now cry, "Abba, Father; " but it was His good pleasure to give them the
kingdom, and in !1 sovereign way and manUel' to make known to them
experimentally their right and title to it, revealing the eternal love of the
Father, their personal redemption by the Son, and divine leading and
keeping through the eternal Spirit. The blessings thus realized will make
the child of God willingly subscribe to the words of the Apostle, "For
by grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the
gift of God."
L.
C HAS T I S E NI ENT.
ITS CAUSE AND DESIGN.

AN idea is currant amongst some professing Christians, persons who are
sound enough in the main doctrines of grace, that God never cl!astt"ses His
cl!ildrcn for s£n. The ground upon which this party attempts to justify
its notion is that God's chastisements of His children for sin would be
contradictory to, or inconsistent with, the fact of His having punished
Christ, who was the Representative of, or Surety for, His people.
.
It is quite possible that this error may not arise from want of due
horror of sin. It is possible it may not arise from dislike of all trammels
in the Christian walk. It is very likely to have its origin in one of these
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two sources, viz., an uninstructed mind, or an unchastened career. 1'ho
one becoming entangled in a metaphysical subtlety would be ready to confound things that ought to be kept distinct; the other would induce a man
to deny in toto what he himself had never experienced. Be this as it may,
I warn all against the error-an error fraught with most dangerous consequences-and declare that, notwithstanding Christ's plenary satisfaction
for the sins of His people, if they forsake God's laws, and walk not in His
judgments; if they break His statutes and keep not His commandments,
God will" visit their transgressions with the rod, and their iniquities with
stripes" (Psalm xxxix. 30-32) .. I further declare, that, notwithstanding
Ohrist's finished work-notwithstanding that He left nothing for man to
do, in order to perfect His salvation-God chastens everyone of His children during their progress to glory; and it is nothing but trifling to deny
that sin is the cause of chastisement (Heb. xii. 5-8).
If there were no sin thero could be no chastisement. Still, God say..s to
His adopted ones, "Fury is not in me, but" "everyone I love I rebuko
and chasten" (Isa. xxvii. 4; Rev. iii. 19).
That God chastens His people is manifest both from the Old. and New
Testament Scriptures.
Two or three cases as pl'oofs will do as well as a thousand. Let' us
select the case of Moses and the case of David for examplos. Moses spake
unadvisedly with his lips. That was sin. It brought its punishment
with it. His importunate crying unto God was of no avail. He was not
suffered to go over Jordan; He must die in the wilderness, and on account
of his sin (Deut. iii. 23, &c.).
Now, will any man dare to say that Moses was not interested in all the
blessings of the everlasting covenant? Was not Moses washed in the
blood of Christ? Was he not, as well as the most modern saint, free
from all charge-whiter than snow? And yet he was punished or
chastised. And why?-ay, why? Let honesty and candour confess it.
It was for sin. If any man doubt that this was a punishment to Moses,
let him read the colloquy betwecn him and God.
I must confess that I am utterly at a loss to understand the mind of the
individual who can evade the force of this example.
Equally clear is the case of David (2 Sam. xii. 13, H). David had
committed gross sin; and, though the Lord had assured him it was" put
away," through the efficacy of that blood which cleanseth from all sin,
yet he is punished. Again I ask, why? Was it merely to deter him
from future sins? Nay, that was God's design also, but the cause of his
p=ishment was his sin, "Because," said God (through Nathan), "thou
hast given great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme; the
child also that is born unto thee shall surely die."
To any unprejudiced mind I should suppose these two cases are demonstrative. Yet to some minds they are not. It is objected that these are
Old Testament cases, and have no bearing upon the point at issue. Beneath this lies hid another error-another source of danger. May the
Lord keep us vigilant!
When Old Testament Scriptures grow out of esteem, I fear the New
will be slighted.
When contempt is flung upon Moses, I fear Paul and Peter and John
will not long be honoured.
W. PARKS.
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THE SAINTS' BIRTHRIGHT.
THE subject before us, which you will find in 1 Chron. v. 1, brings twO
things to our notice: 1st, Reuben's sin and its awful consequences, fl'om
which we learn this solemn truth, "Be sure your sin will find you out."
Yes, God ie a God of holiness and of judgment; and He will visit for sin.
God visited Reuben's sin by the loss of his birthright. He was dishonest
and he was disgraced; thus did God visit his sin upon his head. Butth~n you
will say, Is this true of the Church of God? Are all their sins to be visited
upon them? They are, and they are not. And now attend to this distinction, as I desire to make it plain. As regards the final salvation
of God's redeemed, they are not visited for theil' sins; Jesus having
become their Surety and their responsible Head, He pays all their debts,
and cancels all demands. So, in the matter of salvation, they are not
visited for sin, and not dealt with as responsible for what they have done;
but, as regards their time-state, they are regarded and dealt with as
responsible, and, as such, sin is visited oftentimes upon God's family, and
they are made to feel it is an evil and bitter thing to sin against God.
The heart must be made to feel the sore I)f sin, and the child of God must
be taught bitterly the evil of indulging in anything that they are conscious God hates. But we learn another lesson from this passage of
Scripture. It was Jacob's child which sinned so awfully. Ah, my friends,
godly pal'ents cannot give grace to their children. God's family "are
born not of blood;" relatives cannot impart this grace-" not of the
will of the flesh "-for how ardently do godly parents long and wish for
the salvation of their offspring! " It is not of the will of man." No, it
is all of God; and He renews His people according to His own will and
covenant purpose, and so shows Himself a Sovereign. Thus we see now,
as of old, God chooses one of a city and two of a tribe. Thus, in some
families, a mother stands alone, and is called to the knowledge of tho
truth. Again, a father, brother, child, sister, has to endure all the opposition arising from ungodly relatives who are yet in their sins-ay. and
has to realize Christ's own words, "I am come to set a man at variance."
Of Jacob's trial, under the ungodliness of his children, we have his own
testimony, when he said, "Ye have made my name to stink among the
people of the land." Therefore, when they dishonoured their profession, it
was no wonder that God dishonoured them. Hence the birthright, which
lawfully was Reuben's as the firstborn, was taken from him, thereby warning the Lord's family of what they may eXjJeut in their time-state as UhllStisement for sin. " But," say you, "w hell I think of my sins, their blackness, vileness, devilishness-my sins in unregeneracy, and my sins committed against light and knowlcdge-I can only say, 'It is of the Lord's
mercies I am not consumed;' 'He hath not dealt with me according to
my sins.''' Ah, my friends, God reproves and rebukes sometimes ill it
wonderfully-gracious way. He molts tll e sinner with a kiss, and nut IV i I h
the rod, as the Lord's children find; for, when they are expecting (Jllly
wrath ancl anger at His hands, ITa wraps them in His bosom, Wllisl'lll"~
His love, and" kisses them with the ki~ses of His mouth." "\Ve ]u"k<ed
for judgment, and behold mercy." OJ" cll) you know anything of lho!-e
embr::wes? If so, I am sure you wero mallc ashamed of your SillS; 1 lUll
sure you loathed yourself because of them, oven as it said in Ezek. .\vi, H;l.
I do llOpe you aro disgusted with yoursolf. Plenty there are ill 10 HI \ri th
H
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themselves, but, if you have felt anything of Jesus' preciousness, I know
you have been made to abhor your own clothes, even as Job did.
n. I would endeavour to show what the birthright was. It was the
double portion given to the firstborn according to the right of primogeniture; and, because of Reuben's sin, this right was transferred to
J oseph in the person of his two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, who were
put among the tribes in the room of Levi, who had no inheritance in
Israel. See Gen. xlviii. 8, 9.
Now this was only a temporal blessing; but Israel was a typical
people, and, as such, it sets before us God's dealings in grace with His
Church. "The genealogy is not be reckoned after the birthright." God
acts as a Sovereign; He will do as He will in heaven and earth, and the
spiritual birthright shall come by promise: by the Gospel, not by the
law, for grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. Christ is called the
Firstborn (Col. i. 18; Ps. lxxxix. 27), and the Church of God is called
the Firstborn (Heb. xii. 23). Under the Mosaic dispensation God had
appointed that the firstborn should be redeemed by a shekel of money,
thereby manifesting His right to them, and that they are His possession;
and now there is but one evidence that can satisfy the soul as to whether
you are of this firstborn, and that is, God taking possession of you and
turning out the strong man armed, and planting grace in thy soul. What
a wonder is it that some (even professors) are so careless upon this point;
satisfied to be in doubt as to their interest in God, and careless of it !
Look at Exod. xii-i. 2, and iv. 22. It was God's eternal purpose to have
a chosen seed to serve Him, and they are Christ's-His by purpose, His
by purchase, His by gift, His by blood, His by grace, and His for ever;
for they shall.all be taught of God, and great shall be the peace of His
children. Oh, how blessed to be taught to say, "My Beloved is mine,
and I am His!" Can you say so ? If so, you are blessed indeed. Are
you careless about it-indifferent to it? Then this shows you are the
devil's possession now; and, dying so, where God is you cannot come. Oh,
if you come to a sick and dying bed out of Ch.rist, what wilt thou do, poor
sinner, in that hour? What is to become of thee then? To face an angry
God, and hear Him say, "Depart, ye cursed!" And hear it you must, if
you die unrenewed, unchanged, unpardoned. But the firstborn were to be
redeemed, and no others. Here in type we have the opposite to general
redemption: the firstborn typified the Church-they alone are redeemed.
Now the only animal put on an equality in this matter is the ass, and the ass
was to be redeemed, or have its neck broken. Mr. Huntington used to
say, the ass was the believer in type. The ass was to be redeemed, and
our Lord rode upon an ass in His entry into Jerusalem. So must the
Lord subdue and ride upon each believer, when He brings him to see and
feel His power. False professors shall have their necks broken, but
God's Israel shall be redeemed with a lamb. Look at Numb. iii. 12;
the Levites were to be redeemed, and the whole tribe of Levi was to be
purchased at a price. Here we have the Church of God again in type.
Art thou a Levite? Yes, if thou art a believer; if thou hast1been separated unto God by covenant purpose, and joined (by the Spirit's work of
regeneration) to the Lord. What was peculiar to the Levites? They'
were to have no portion in Israel; which is repeated ag'ain and again in
the Word, and very worthy of your notice. So the Lord's family are set
apart for Him, and separated unto Him. Oh, if you are a child of God,
you are not "reckoned according' LO the genealogy," but according to grace.
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lIooath drew on."-

LUKE x..xiii 54.

THE preparation h r spo] en of was both for the abbath and the Passover, which in that yeal' came on the Sabbath. It was alled '" the
preparation" in respect to the Passover, as it was the first day of the
'feast, on which all was prepared for the Pasch week; and, in respect to
1he Sabbath, it was called "the preparation," for that day was kept by
'the Jews with onerous strictness. It must, therefore, have been more
than an ordinarily busy day.
These words are not spoken so much in reference to the day, as to the
circumstance, that their Master had been cruelly and ignominiously slain,
and they had not sufficient time to provide the spices and ointments for
His burial, which we find by another Gospel, weighed, of myrrh and
aloes, 100 lbs.
"It was the preparation, and the Sabbath drew on. " We may look
at life as a day-and often a very short day-and the life of Christ may be
regarded as forming no exception to this view of the subject,-a life of
trial, labour, and probation, in which He was to be made perfect through
sufferings.
His was a life of poverty, temptation, and persecutions, culminating
in inconceivable sufferings; sufferings, not only of His body, but of His
soul also. As His life passed away, or was fulfilled, the Sabbath of His
ilternal rest drew on, and it was for this that He endured the eross and
despised the shame. This was the glory set before Him, and He is now
at God's right hand expecting, until His enemies become His footstool, '
and his friends participate in His glory. As it was a life of suffering with
Christ, so it is with His people, and in several senses it is a life of preparation. Our life is a warfare, and in it we are made meet for the
inheritance of the saints in light. The Gospel is preached and the Holy
Ghost is given to prepare the people of God for the eternal glory. The
'Gospel brings the glad tidings, which through grace are believed, by a
Divine faith wrought in the heart by the Holy Spirit, and thus the
vessels of mercy afore prepared unto glory have peace in believing.
'Their minds are renewed and they become the temples of God, and
each hour of this preparation brings them nearer to the ,€ternal
Sabbath. They are a prepared people through sufferings, which work
out for them an exceeding and eternal weight of glory. They have
fellowship with Christ in His sufferings, being made conformable to His
death, that they may be also found in the likeness of His resurrection.
Temporal trials are not unfrequently overruled and made a partial pleans
of bringing souls to Christ; and spiritual trials, such as the teaching of
-the law, the fear of death, the guilt of sin, and the terrors of hell, distract
them, and cause them to feel theil' unpreparedne~s. It is a kind of
n 2
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preparation by 'rhie:h they are brought to have the" sentence of death in
themselves, that they should not trust in themselves, but in Goel who
raiseth the dead." It is a course of spiritual training, in which they learn
the evil of their hearts, and their utterly ruined state, that they may
become truly humble before God. "It is good for a man to bear the
yoke in his youth;" he keepeth silence because he hath borne it upon
him. This teaching empties them of self, and prepares them for Christ's.
fulness; it is the schoolmaster to bring them to Him. They find no rest,
and are led to seek it where it can alone be founel, viz., in Christ. Christ
is the true Sabbath for labouriug and heavy-laden souls, and this Sabbath
is drawing on. It is when men have nothing to pay that they experience
frank forgiveness; so that increasing consciousness of ruin brings them
constantly nearer to manifested help.
Moses cannot give rest to the burdened conscience, therefore the Gospel
speaks of another rest, even a rest that remains for the people of God;
here by faith in Christ, hereafter in full fruition: a sky without a cloud,
an ocean without a storm, an everlasting peace, a home for ever, a mansion eternal in the heavens. Weary and heavy-laden sinners can only
find rest in Christ. The darkest and coldest hour is that before the dawn,
and our greatest distress is frequently just before our deliverance.
"The Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly come to His temple." Th&
Sun of Righteousness shall arise and disperse the dark clouds of your
fears, and you shall find healing in the light and warmth of His beams.
The troubles of life are so far a preparation, that they cause us to
appreciate more fully the delivering hand of God. "'When He giveth
quietness, who can give trouble?" for in that day'it shall be said: "Lo ~
this is our God: we have waited for Him, and He will save us." Trials
will make the eternal Sabbath to be more enjoyed. There" the wicked
cease from troubling, and there the weary are at rest!' The world itself
looks for a Sabbath, though somewhat hazily. We say, comparatively
speaking, that Sabbath is drawing on, when war and strife shall ceasebetween nations and peoples; when" the leopard shall lie down with thO'
kid, and the cow and the bear shall feed together."
The Christian-though not with Jewish strictness-prepares for the
earthly Sabbath. He desires to keep a day to the Lord, to worship without distraction, to be free from worldly cares, and to put aside completely
the things of tbis life. That this may be realized, he uses forethought and
preparation, that every hindrance may be removed, and every obstacle
overcome, that can in any way deprive him of the privileges of worshipping with God's people; yet, after all, it is not by human power or forethought, but by God's Holy Spirit.
The true servant of Jesus Christ especially observes the preparation;
and, as the Sabbath draws on, longs and prays for a holy day, in which
his spirit, enlarged and liberated, shall be divinely inducted into the
heavenly mysteries. He seeks a message from Goel to the people, that,
through the Divine favour, may prove a lasting blessing to them. He
desires for himself fuller, broader, an!! deeper views of truth, and a
I'icher experience of it in his heart. He desires that his profiting may
appear to all, and God in all things be glorified through Jesus Christ.
The mere formalist is entirely destitute of these earnest desires for
spiritmil delights; like the mill-horse, he goes his rounel, accounting such
emotions merely enthusiasm and excitement. To the wicked it is a
melancholy day; it affords them no pleasure, but, on the contrary, puts.
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ca check on their plans and inclinations. May it be our mercy to count
-God's holy day a delight, that in His house we may have a name better
than earthly sons and daughters, and, at the close of this day of preparation, be found amongst those for whom there remaineth an everlasting
rest!

W. H.

B£l'minglwm.

THE GOSPEL.
EXTRACTED

FROM

THE REV. S. A. WALKER'S ANNUAL ADDRESS
YEMDEHS OF HIS CONGREGATION.

TO

THE

1. THE apostles and those who should succeed them in the apostolic
-or missionary office were reminded, and were to remind others, that
Jesus, the subj ect of Gospel preaching, was endowed with all power,
to accomplish the eternal purpose of God, and to provide for all the
necessities of fallen man. There need, therefore, be no hesitation on
<their part to proclaim Him as "the Way, the Truth, and the Life," or to
assure dying sinners that they might trust themselves, soul and body, to
Him, as their sure Deliverer from every evil in time and eternity, and
-their all-sufficient Provider of whatever they needed, as guilty sinners and
-dying criminals, in the way of pardon and reconciliation now, and resurrection-life and glory hereafter. All this is conveyed in the word "Gospel,"
{)r good news, which differs entirely from" command," "injunction,"
" exhortation," "warning," or the like, being simply the revelation of
-God's love and its fruits, to be realized fully and only in the finished work
,of Christ.
2. The object of preaching the Gospel is primarily to set forth God's
,eharacter in the work of redemption, so as to relieve it from the imputation cast upon it by Satan, when he Rrst tempted man to rebel against
Him; and in every subsequent exercise of his infernal policy. The effect
,of Satanic misrepresentation on so vital a subject has been to secure man's
.estrangement from God, under the impression that God was his enemy.
Faith in the Gospel message will necessarily produce a directly opposite
effect. The hearts of the children will be turned to the Divine Father,
and thus reconciliation will be accomplished. Satan's preaching is, that
'God so hates the world, that He takes a fiendish delight in filling it with
"mourning, lamentation, and woe." This is the avowed creed of the
sceptic, and the secret conviction of all unregenerate minds. On the other
hand, Christ's preaching is, that" God so loved the world, that He gave
His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life" (John iii. 16). Thus Satan identifies God with
destruction, and Christ identifies Him with salvation. Satan's portraiture
of God, therefore, repels, while Christ's attracts; only that as the fallen
,ear is habituated by Satan to hear nothing but what is false concerning
,God and Divine things, God the Holy Ghost must interpose t6 open and
sanctify the ear for which the message of love and truth is intended, so
,that it may be received and enjoyed. The Gospel thus becomes the
wisdom and power of God to those who hear and embrace it.
3. The Gospel must be proclaimed to all nations, in its witness
'character for God. The nations of the earth, because left to themselves,
have cast off God, and have invented" gods many and lords many" for
Itheir ,own worship The God of all the eai·th has faded from memor,
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and from thought; but He h:ls not renounced His authority, or ceased
to rule in the affairs of men. For thousands of years, however, He, for
His own purpose, "suffered all nations to walk in their own ways," but
at last, by His messengers, has commanded" all men everywhere to re-·
pent," informing them that "He has appointed a day in which He willjudg6'
the world in righteousness, by that Man whom He hath ordained" whereof
He hath given assurance to all men, in that He hath raised Him ilrom the'
dead" (Acts xvii. 31). No one will deny God's perfect right to command
His intelligent and erring creatures to repent of their sin against Him, and'
to believe in the message of mercy which He has sent them by those commissioned to deliver it. It matters 'not that these messengers echo, from
age to age, the doleful words, "Lord, who hath believed our repod?"
They are to men and women" the savour of life unto life, and the savour.
of death unto death." They have no commission to apply the message·
to the hearts of the hearers; that office belongs to the Holy Spirit only,
"dividing to every man severally as He will." The human agents must
preach to all; and they who have ears to hear will hear, that is, the
sheep will recognize the voice of the Divine Shepherd, and in the power
of the Holy Ghost will receive His Word, which is able to make them
wise unto salvation; and thus they are gathered out from the world, to be
" His people, and the sheep of His pasture." Thus human agency, you
observe, my dear friends, in the conversion of sinners is confined to the
delivery of the message which God the Holy Ghost puts into the minister's
lips, and which is heard only by those whose hearts God opens to admit.
it (Acts xvi. 14), and touches with a sense of the wondrous love which it
is intended to reveal. 1'hey who cannot trust God with the present application and ultimate success of His own Word resort to various devices
to secure the effect which they desire. These consist generally in enlisting the minds and imaginations of the hearers in the service, by appeals
to the reasoning faculties, to the fears, to the passions, or to the wills of
those addressed. These are commanded, entreated, or touchingly exhorted to believe, to receive the Gospel, to have compassion on the painful suspense in which God is held by their hesitation, to respond to His
proffered love, to relieve Him from His fears on their behalf, to close with
His offers of salvation, not to compel Him to give them up for ever, to.
accept pardon at once, not to disappoint God, &c., &c. 'fhis language
is supposed to add weight to the Gospel message, and to render it more
successful than it otherwise would be; but does it do so ?
It is evident that the appeal here is to man, to remove difficulties, or
to supply help; but are not the difficulties those which the Apostle
Paul refers to? "If our Gospel be hid," he says, "it is hid to them
that are lost, in whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of
them that believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Ohrist, who
is the Image of .God, should shine unto them." Can suoh unhappy
persons really undo Satan's work? Oan they enlighten their own minds,
or emancipate their own spirits from the power of the evil one? Could
the woman, whom Satan had bound for eighteen years, have lifted up.
herself, had not Jesus set her free? Would Legion, who was filled with
madness and ferocity, under the influence of the many devils that had
entered him, have ever been clothed and restored to his right mind, had
not the Son of God crossed the lake to seek and set him free? Could the
youth, whom Satan cast" oft into the fire, and oft into the water, to
destroy him," have ever relieved himself from his diabolical persecut<>r
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had not Jesus commanded him to come out of him? These and other
cases of a similar kind have been written for our instruction, to show us
at once the nature of the evil under which we all suffer, and the only
remedy to which we can have l'ecourse, Let us suppose that in each of
those cases a priest, or rabbi, or any pious friend had attempted to relieve
the sufferer, by resorting to' the use of certain words or acts, which they
.supposed· would stimulate him 01' her to put forth efforts for their own
deliverance, how would the attempt have succeeded? It is plain that if
the parties themselves could not effect their own rescue, no appeal to them,
or other form of pressure, would enable them to put forth the needful
power. Very different, however, would the case be, if God had commissioned certain parties to perform the work, and had put words into their
mouth, by the utterance of which it was to be accomplished. Then the
authority would be in the commission, and the power in the words. Satan
would acknowledge both, and tremblingly quit the field, as soon as he
recognized the voice of Omnipotence in the language addressed to his
victim. Thus does he recognize the voice of Jesus, his Master and Conqueror, when the Gospel message is aimed by the Eternal Spirit at the
heart which he has made his home; he says at once, "I know Thee who
Thou art," and surrenders to the Redeemer His purchased possession.
God is thus glorified; and those who are taken captive by Satan at his
will, al'e set free to praise and serve God, as the Author of their salvation,
as alone entitled to their gratitude and love.
%

-;;.
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While on the subject of sacraments, I may as well say a word about
the Lord's Supper, which is included among the means of grace appointed.
by our Lord to His Church, and of which I desire that you, my. dear
people, should know the value, so as fully to avail yourselves of it as a
reasonable and holy service. Here again we behold an ordinance provided for Christ's disciples as such, not for the world or unbelievers, but
for all who belong to the crucified, risen, and ascended One, as believers
in His atonement, and as expectants of His coming again, and their
appearance with Him in glory. These are His saints, pardoned and
accepted in Him, and not only that, but complete before God in Him.
As nothing can add to the redemption which He has accomplished for
them, so nothing can add to their reconciliation with God, their high
relationship as God's children, and their consequent fitness for, and title
to, the heavenly inheritance. All this comes to them from the once
offered and finished sacrifice made for them on Calvary. They were,
with their Divine Head, there, and in Him paid to the last farthing the
debt which they owed to God, as was attested by the resurrection of the
same Head, and their triumph over death in Him. Jesus now rests,
having completed all that His Father gave Him to do. His Church, his
bride, His members were to be "f!anctified and cleansed," and they are,
to the last one of them that shall be born into this world. They were to
compose" a glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such
thing" (Eph. v. 26, ~7). And they do. God challenges the ull;iverse to
"charge" or " condemn" them (Rom. viii. 33, 34). It is in this character, and crowned with these Divine favours, of which they cannot be
deprived, that they come together to "do" something in remembrance of
Him to whom they owe all. He has not left that memorial to their own
invention. He knew too well what was in man for that. His help to
memory and to brotherly communion was of the simplest kind. He had
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taught them before, in figurative language suited to their tastes and
habits, that all their spiritual life, health, support, and growth, would
nroceed from their union with Him, and the exercise of faith whereby
that union would be realized, and its advantages enjoyed. This idea He
wished to communicate with great simplicity to.His hearers, and for that
purpose no figure seemed more appropriate than· that of eating and
drinking, by which our natural life is supported, and health, strength,
and growth secured. He ever spoke of heavenly things, and His words
'Were spirit and life. He addressed Himself, therefore, to the spiritual
nature of man, which He clearly distinguished from his mere physical or
animal nature. The two are very different, and must be differently
-treated. That which would profit man's physical nature would not at all
profit his spirituaJ, and vice versa. You can cleanse, olothe, feed the body,
and leave the soul,filthy, naked, hungry; and, on the contrary, the soul
of a man maybe washed in Christ's blood, clothed with His righteousness,
and filled with holy satisfaction, while his body may present evidence of
all the squalor and wretchedness that earthly poverty inflicts. This
proves that the provision for each must vary according to its nature. If
we have physical hunger, we must be supplied with food that comes from
the ground, from which we ourselves are taken; but if we have spiritual
hunger, our supply must come from heaven. Take the case of our
Lord's body: it was of the suustance of His mother, and therefore earthy.
We might conceive the monstrous notion of a cannibal feeding on it, and
being nourished by it; but the idea of a soul feeding on it, and being
spiritually benefited and satisfied by such diet, is quite as absurd as that
of the cravin~ of a starving man being appeased by the utterance of
llflligious sentiments. When, therefore, we hear our Lord declaring Himself to be "the Bread that came down from heaven, that a man might eat
thereof and not die," we at once perceive that He uses symbolic language
to represent the spiritual blessings which He came to impart to those who
receive Him. Indeed, the assertion that He came down from heaven
settles the point; for His humanity did not come down from heaven:
therefore He must have spoken of Himself in a spiritual sense, provided
for the spiritual necessities of the spiritual family of God. In this sense
we must receive all that He said regarding His body and blood as the food
of His people. He whose teaching was always concerning spiritual things
must necessarily be understood as speaking in a spiritual or figul'ative
· sense, even when referring to carnal things.

ELECTION.
ELEOTION was an act of the God of love, and no person "in his right
mind" hates it. That man must be in a dreadful state who feels a hatred
towards that which benefits" a multitude which no man can number."
Election is, as it were, the very cream of the Gospel. Some people do
not like cream in their tea, others do. So some do not like a religion that
has anything to do with election.
.
· Election to the Gospel is like honey to the honey-comb, and marrow
to th.e bones. Th~r~ would have been no Gospel had it not been for
·electIOn. Those mllllsters who preach not election preach not" the Gospel
of the blessed God." It is to be feared those persons are under God's
frown who tl'J to preach election down. Election to salvation prevents
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-everlasting destruction. Election before time secures protection to " God's
-elect" in time, and glorification when time shall be no more. It is through
-election before time that "the arm of salvation" is extended to any
in time. Persons who are under the influence of natural faith-a se1£righteous and proud spirit-are usually the bitterest enemies to election,
and also to " God's elect."
Tetbury, J)ee., 1871.
F. F.

~(Jrusponhentt.
LOST, BUT FOUND; OR, NOTHING TO PAY.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
S, N£chol8 Street, Leicestet'.
BELOVED IN THE LORD,-Grace, mercy, peace, and truth be multiplied
to thee, through the infallible teaching of the Holy Spirit, without
which the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven never can be known !~
What a heavenly secret there is in Divine teaching! Nor shall one of the
Lord's children miss of this teaching. "The secret of the Lord is with
them that fear Him," and hidden from all beside. Man by nature fears
not God. The transgression of the wicked saitl. within my Aeart, there is
no fear of God before his eyes. The daily life, walk, and conversation
of a wicked man carries unmistakable proof, to my mind, that the fear of
God is not in him. So says the Psalmist, and St. Paul sums up the
fearful description of man's state by nature by sa.ying there is no fear of
God before his eyes. The fear of the Lord, taught by the precept of
men, and the fear of God which is recorded in 2 Kings xvii. 33-41, are
distinct from that fear, which the Lord declares He will put into the
hearts of His covenant children, and which is the beginning of wisdom.
This fear is twofolcl; it is tormenting and distressing under the teaching
of the law, having God's anger revealed against man's sin for its object,
as described by David in Psalm cxvi. 3, and Psalm xxxii. 3-5, under
the teaching the fear of death [oud dread of destruction takes possession
of the soul, which finds trouble and sorrow, and brings on bondage; but,
being God's own work, it is sure to lead to Him. Hence David says,
" Then called I upon the name of the Lord." The Saviour calls it a hearing
and learning of the Father, and declares that all such (sooner or later)
cometh unto Him; for, being as naturally legal, as sinful, the poor soul
(under this arrest of justice) seeks by every way nature can devise to obtain
peace, and flees to vows, promises of amendment, &c.; in short, says,
"Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all." But, as rest and peace
come not by the works of the law, so his fruitless toil only increases his
burden, and his spending money for that which is not bread, eventually
exhausts his stock, and reduces him to beggary. Nought to pay! Nought
to pay, with all left ! All gone! Mouth stopped! Guilty, heart broken
down with this hard labour,' The Holy Ghost, the Authm; of this lifegiving teaching, begets hope here when all confidence in self is gone,
and whispers to such an one, "Thou shalt not die until thou hast seen the
Lord's Christ," and every glimmering ray he has of the suitability, beauty,
and loveliness of Christ draws out his heart's best desires after the possession of Him. He finds, by the Word opened to him, that J eeue Christ
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receives sinners; aye,.in spite of the murmuring, lies, and oppositions of
Scribes and Pharisees. He hears of some very vile characters recorded in
the Word, who came to Him thus, and were not cast out; and hope abounds,
and he ventures, like the woman with her issue of blood, with an, "If I
may but touch," &c., and a "Who can tell but I may find mercy?" Thus
he is driven by fear, knowing Death, the avenger of blood, is at his heellJ;
and, drawn by loving-kindness, and tossed up and down, sometimes hope
seems removed like a tree, and tormenting fears prevail. Then he risesagain on a fresh word of promise to poor, needy, hungry, thirsty souls;
and all the time this good work of God goes on, his feelings vary exceedingly. As there is a time for every purpose under the sun, so there
is a set time to favour every mourner in Zion; and, when" Deliver him
from going down into the pit " is spoken with a Divine power, and he is.
enabled by living faith to look to the Lamb of God, all his tormenting
fears, his burden of sin and guilt, with the fear of destruction, are all
swept away, and gives place to that sweet godly fear (" which is his
treasure "), accompanied by precious faith, true evangelical repentance,
godly sorrow, self-abhorrence, meekness, humility, hatred of evil of every
kind, and an earnest uesire that he so part with sin of every kind as to
meet no more. This filial fear has the mercy, goodness, pity, compassion,
and love of God for its object. Such serve not as slaves with the whip at
the back; but, from the sweetest sense of gratitude, well knowing that he
never can repay one thousand part of the infinite debt he owes, and must
for ever owe to Jesus, who has saved him with ail. everlasting salvation.
"The faith that (thus) unites to the Lamb,
And brings such salvation as this,
Is more than mere notion or name;
The work of God's Spirit it is."

It is, as dear Williams so truly describes it (see the beginning of his letter in
a recent number, just after the account of his end), "as different from
that arrogant, self-wrought, .Satanic, deluded confidence, as heaven is from
hell! " The grand distinction he there makes is among the family
secrets. Some of your correspondents understand it :-Mr. Andrews,
who is gone, dear G. Cowell, F. F., and others, whose writings find:
a sweet response in my heart, as well as the Editor's pieces. I admire
the piece on "Worship," by "L." How sad it is to see the blindness of multitudes! The vail is on the heart, and they cannot look
to the end of what was abolished nearly 1,900 years ago, and are trying
in their blindness to build again that ritual which was destroyed by
the coming of the great Antitype of all the types and shadows of the
Mosaic dispensation. But in vain do they attempt to worship God, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. How sad for the rising
generation! I have a daughter, taught of God, who would be an acquisition to any Godly parents desirous of seeing their children trained in
sound principles, who is now fixed where Ritualism is the order of the
day. May Heaven's best blessings rest on you and yours!
I remain, thine truly in J eSUR,
THORPE SMITH.
THE heart of man unconnected is no other than a den of impure lusts,.
wherein dwell pride, and all kind of wickednesses, just as Babylon is
described in Rev. xviii. 2; Isa. xiii. 21.
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THE LA.TE REV. J. TARR.
. [The annexed is one among the many testimonies we have receivect
respecting this dear servant of God.-ED. ]
Elm Cottage, Sutton Common, Surrey, January 10, 1872.
REV. AND DEAR Srn,-Within the last few days it has pleased the Lord
to place in ,my hands a copy of " The Life, Letters, and Last Days of the,
Rev. John Tarr."
I had the privilege of hearing the dear departed one preach twice,
during his visit to Sutton, in July, 1870, and can fully endorse your
statement that Mr. Tarr's "views were changed" since the commencement of his. Christian life. There was no robbing God of His glory, by
attributing to the creature the power which belongs to God alone; but
"the utmost putting in the dust" (to use Mr. Tan's own expression) of
the doings of the creature with reference to salvation. His last sermon at
Sutton (probably the last he ever preached) was from 2 Cor. xiii. 5,
" Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves."
It was Scriptural, sound, loving, earnest, and encouraging. Oh, that
we had more of such preaching! " All wise men take stock," said the
preacher, at the commencement of his discourse. Then, speaking of what
were the habits of men of business, he showed how desirable it is for believers to know their standing in Christ. He then named some evidences
whereby we may know whether we be in the faith. "But," said he,
"perhaps some one may say, ' Ah, I ~ear I have not that evidence! Oh,
that I knew that I am in the' faith!' But why are you so anxious t<t
know this? People don't desire that which they do not value." And
then he said that if there is a desire to be the Lord's, and to know it, such
may hope that the Lord Himself, having placed the desire in the heart,
will fulfil it. I cannot tell you half, but it was very encouraging to the
doubting soul. Almost the last words I heard the dear man say were
these: "I have no grace to offer; it is not mine to offer, it is God's to
give; it is not for me to offer grace to be trampled under foot."
I bless God that He has been pleased to give to His Church, through
you, so precious a rocord of the life, walk, and triumph of faith, as exemplified in the "Life, &c., of the Rev. J. Tarr."
Yours in Christ Jesus,
A. J. H.A.WKU'S.

THOSE WHO HAYE GONE HOME!
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

Martock, Dec. 4, 1871,.
THE Lord spare you, dear sir, for a long time (yet, though I must just say
I believe time is short), for, speaking after the manner of man, we know
not how to do without you. I know many a one will be ready to respond
to this also.
We are glad to see, by your correspondence with the beloved" Wayside
Notes" writer, that the good old-fashioned religion is not yet quite lostthough so rare, that there are, here and there, those who "love one·
another with a pure heart fervently." And this leads me to think of the·
dear departed .E. B. M. Though we have never seen her in the flesh, yet
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we counted her one of our choicest treasures.
"Not lost, but gone
before," was seemingly whispered into my mind several times about the
middle of November, and I felt assured, before I opened this month's
Magazine on Friday last, I should find that she was gone to her "[food
home," as she told me, not long since, she had to go to. It was on my
mind to write you a letter concerning her, as I did concerning dear Miss
Lusher, but the "south wind" did not blow, and, therefore, "the oil
stayed." But, however, it struck me this morning to write off some few
choice extracts from her letters to us-say, during the last eighteen months
-arranged in the form of a diary, by which will be seen how graciously the
Lord dealt with her, making her meet, realizingly, for her heavenly home.
I trust the thought was of the Lord, and, if so, no doubt, in due time, I
shall be able to do so, and I have no cloubt you will be pleased to let them
.appear in our Family Magazine.
The Lord cheer your heart, dear sir, and enable you to look above! Shall
,such an one as you look to any earthly hill? No; your help cometh from
Him who made heaven and earth, &c. I don't know why Ihave quoted
this for you. Your beloved child is, also, "not lost, but gone before."
I remain, dear Sir, yours respectfully and affectionately,
GEO. HART.
[We shall be glad to receive the extracts from our deceased co1'1'e'spondent's letters, mentioned as above.-ED.J

.HAS CHRIST TAUGHT THAT IT IS USELESS TO OALL ON
DEAD SINNERS TO LIVE AND OOME TO HIM?
DEAR BROTHER,-Allow a constant reader of your Magazine to say a
few words on the article in the December number-" Simon Magus and
his Repentance."
In this article G. O. replies to some questions put to him by a " Oonstant Reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE." The questions were called forth by
some remarks made by the talented writer of" Wayside Notes," in the
September number. His answer yields all that was intended by the
" stricture upon the article in question."
SEPTEMDER ARTICLE.
The teaching of the Lord has
shown me that it is perfectly useless
to call upon dead sinners to live and
come to Ohrist.

DEOEMBER REPLY.
Simon was most decidedly a dead
sinner. Peter called upon Simon
to repent and pray. Most decidedly
he did; and quite right too.

The point in controversy not being" repentance," true or false, but
whether it is useless to call on dead sinners to repent and live. All that
G. O. has so ably said about the two kinds of repentance is beside the
.question.
The writer of these lines is as far as G. O. is from "leaning to the doctrines of universal redemption, and the common belief that repentance
ought to be preached to dead sinners, because they can of their own free
will repent." He does not believe in the power of a <lead sinner to l'epent
of himself, but he does believe in the power of God's Word to quicken a
dead sinner, when the Holy Spirit works tlwolIgh the word of invitation
given. How could the Lord have inspired Pt'ter to call on a dead sinner
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to repent and pray, if He has taught G. O. that it is useless to do so? 115
Ohrist divided?
Do not those who follow G: O.'s teaching on this point, misunderstand
their commission, wrongly estimate the power of God' s Word, and fail to
comprehend its place and mission in the Gospel dispensation?
The commission is, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to
every creature."
1. Every creature is by nature dead in trespasses and sin.
2. Therefore, when the Gospel comes for the first time to a sinner, it
must find him a dead sinner.
3. "Ohrist came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."
"The whole need not a physician, but they that are sick."
4. Who dares affirm that the invitations do not form a part of 1h8
Gospel to be preached to every creature?
As well might you try to produce a rainbow, with the omission of one
colour from the sun's light, as to say that you preach the whole counsel of
God, when you omit the invitations of the Gospel to every creature.
God's Word is quick and powerful, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the hearts, dead or living. His Word is "a fire and a
hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces; " but, according to G. O.'s view,
it is not to be used on rocky hearts, but only on living ones, which, according to the Scriptures, have been already broken.
Does not the vision of dry bones explain the whole matter ?-" 0 ye
dry bones, hear the word of the Lord" (Ezek. xxxvii. 4). Surely they
were dead enough. They had no power or will to hear, yet the prophet
called on them, dead as they were, to Itear. As Ite spoke, commanded, or
invited them to hear, "there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the
bones came together, bone to his bone." Not because there was any
power in the dry bones to hear or move, but because, through the word
spoken by the prophet, or the invitation given to those dead in themsel'v8s,
quickening lifo was breathed into them by the Spirit of God. This, I
contend, is God's plan, though the work of the ministry now.
To say that it is useless to call on dead sinners to hear, is, I submit,
pushing the logic of worldly wisdom to its extreme; and, if similarly
pressed on other points, would be disastrous. Take, for instance, the
Trinity, and it might make it appear that Three cannot be One. Such,
indeed, is the process employed by the Unitarian. There may be an air
of spiritual d.iscernment in G. O.'s statement, but to me it looks like
man's natural roason rejecting what appears to it to be contradictory.
Oould Paul have boen of G. O.'s mind when he wrote, "'Wherefore he
saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Ohrist shall
give thee light?" (Eph. v. 14). The Apostle certainly calls on the dead
to come to Ohrist. Tho promise is, "The Word shall not return ,oid."
We have to draw the bow at a venture; God directs the arrow whither He
pleases. The kingdom of heaven-i.e., the preaching of the Gospel ill this
dispensation-is like a net that is cast into the sea and gathered of erery
kind. It is like the sower who went forth to sow. He had but one sort of
seed; he scattered it broadcast by the wayside; on stony places; among
thorns, and on good ground. The invitations to come to Ohrist are as
much the good seed as the promises and the threatenings are. " Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely," is as much the Gospel as
"him that cometh I will in no wise cast out."
Tho rain from hoaven falls alike on the ground that bringeth forth
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thorns and briers, and on that which produceth herbs meet for them by
whom it is dressed.
So will it be in the last great day; the trumpet shall Bound, and the
dead shall be raised incorruptible. It is incontestable that the resurrection power is not in the sleeping dust, nor in the noise the trumpet makes,
nor in the messenger that blows it; but that is God's way of quickening
and awakening the dead. His hidden but life-giving power passes
through the angel's mouth and the trumpet's sound. As well might the
.angel reply, " It is useless to call on the dead to arise from their graves,"
as ministers of the Gospel to assert that it is useless to call on dead sinners to come to Christ. Both, it seems to me, would be to dishonour the
wisdom of God.
There is another text which furnishes a key to the problem: "Into
whatsoevei' house ye enter, first say, Peace be to tMs house. And if the son of
peace be there, your peace shall rest upon it: if not, it shall turn to you
again" (Luke x. 5).
In whatsoever house you preach, give the invitations, speak the
promises, and use the exhortations. If an elect vessel of mercy is hidden
in the congregation, and the set time to favour him or her is come, your
salutation will be a savour of life unto life: jf not, your message will
turn to you again.
There is another remarkable' analogy between the resurrection of the
dead and the quickening of dead sinners. The trumpet shall awake,
first, the dead in Christ, and call ~he1n to glory. It will then awake the
remainder of the dead, and call them to judgment; separating the sheep
from the goats. Such is the work now of the Gospel trumpet, Its invitations are some of it~ strictest and most quickening' notes.
AN OLD READER OF TUE MAGAZINE.

LETTER WRITTEN BY THE LATE RUTH BRYAN, ON THE
OCCASION OF HER MOTHER'S DEATH.
J.Yott£ngham, Nov. 21, 1846.
I THANK you much, my dear young friend, for your affectionate sympathy in this time of my deep sorrow.
It is evident your heart has had the same sorrow, and felt the same
anguish mine is now enduring; for only one who had sustained such a
loss could so well understand what the rending from such a loved one ishow the heart must bleed-how the tears must flow-how, again and again,
we feel that this drear wilderness has not another mother in it for us,
and. that
" This rugged world affords at last no rest
Like the sweet covert of a parent's breast."
So I feel, who am smarting under the freshness of the deep, deep wound;
and so you seem still to feel, who have so long' sinco felt the parting
pang. There is something in a mother's love so safe and sacred that we
can unbosom there what would not be ventured anywhere else on earth.
We fear not any betrayal of our weakness, or unkind 01' selfish use made
of our confidence; for that heart beats as warmly for our interest and
bappiness as does our own-and as truly too-b cause, us my dear mother
used to say, "You are part of myself." Ah, I feel it wal<J so, and the
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pang of severing from the parent stem makes the left one droop, and
, ~eem as if it never could bloom in freshness and vigour again. . But I
must not thus indulge, lest there should arise one murmur which, howilver faint, would be to J;Iis dishonour whom most of all we love. After
'forty years' close and endeared companionship, I do-1 must-mourn; but
murmur I cannot, for the Lord lovingly gave me such a mother. He
lovingly spared her so long, and very gently has He taken her away;
blessed be His holy name! He was not pleased to grant the bright
manifestation we desired. Her mind continued rambling to the last; b:ut
I have not one doubt about my dearest mother's safety. No; I have a
sweet assurance that she sleeps in Jesus, and that, absent from the body,
,she is present with the Lord; and shall I not praise Him for this? Oh,
yes, I do, that the weary pilgrim has found a place of rest, and never will
'suffer or sorrow again.
Our loved ones are happier far than we on this earth can conceive, and
it is for us, dear girl, to follow them as they followed Christ. It is
probable you and I shall never have much personal intercourse; but we
may, by pen, stir up and encourage each other to forget what is behind,
and press forward to know more of Christ, 'c whom to know is life eternal."
Oh, I would now, by the grace of God, afresh begin to live only in, on,
and for Jesus, determining in His strength to know nothing and glory in
nothing but Christ and Him crucified. The world has to me a new gloom
cast over it; but He is beautiful and precious as ever-He is fairer than
the children of men-He is the chief of ten thousand-He is altogether
lovely and ever loving; and, though the creature stream has dried up by
His will, He, the uncreated Fountain, remains ever full, ever free, ever
flowing, "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever,"-a
full Saviour for empty sinners-a blessed shelter and covering for naked
souls.
" Why should the soul a drop bemoan,
That has an ocean near P"
" For nought is in the creature found,
But may be found in Thee.
I must have all things, and abound,
While Christ is all to me."
Ah, then I would take the harp down from the willow, and sound it
anew to the praise of Immanuel's name; and, though its strains be pfaintive, and I weep while I sing, that name is still music to me. May we
bereft ones look up, instead oflooking back; and, as earth's charms lessen,
may we triumph more in our all-lovely and unchanging Jesus! I was
wonderfully supported in the trying time of my dear mother's departure
and funeral; in those deep waters my Beloved was with me, upbearing
and consoling with cordials of love divine; and this sweet word He gave
me with blessed power: "As one whom his mother comforteth, so.will thy
God comfort thee." And, indeed, it has been fulfilled; but, since all was
,over, and I have been more alone, every place, every thing has seemed
to tell me she was gone-that those eyes would beam upon me, and that
loved voice cheer me, no more; and sometimes it has seemed as if
the strings of life must break. But then the Lord revives me again, and
He has said, "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee."
From fatigue and anxiety 1. have been much out of health, but am
better. Am at present in the old house, and think of remaining. Excuse
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so much of self. Let me know, when you write, if your health is improving. I am glad to heal' you have the prospect of again having a
home. I rejoice with you, and wish you success in the name of the Lord.
How does your soul prosper? A good appetite is a sign of health.
Have you hungry and thirsty desires after Christ, the Bread of heaven?
Does your sense of sin, weakness, and shortcoming make you embrace
the Rock for want of a shelter? Here is safety, here is peace. This
life's dream will soon be over-as a vapour, it will have passed away. May
it be our happiness to be found in Him, and may we in love be often
saying, "Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly!" I am your debtor for two
kind notes, for which I thank you. Shall be happy to hear from you.
Oh, that hearts, warm with the love of Jesus, may make our pens as thos&
of a ready-writer! The Lord bless you and guide you, and keep you from
all evil !-Adieu, dear Harriett; accept the love of an almost widowed
heart, and believe me to be your sincere and affectionate friend,
RUTH BRYAN.

A COpy OF A LETTER WRITTEN IN 1777 BY THE REV.
AUGUSTUS TOPLADY.
ToA. B--.
Kmgl!tsbridge, August 12, 1777.
IF A. B--'s favour of June 16 had not been mislaid, it would have been
answered long before. I hope the polite and ingenious writer will pardon
the delay.
In reply to the question stated, I am most deeply and clearly convinced
that the saints in glory know each other; and, more particularly, those
with whom they took sweet counsel when on earth, and with whom they
walked in the bouse of God as friends. Our Lord Himself, I apprehend,
gives us to understand as much, where He tells us that the elect shall
be, in the future state, (I1Qyy€Am, or equal to the angels. Now, it seems
impossible that the unfallen angels, who have lived together in heaven,
or, at least, very near 6,000 years, should not be perfectly acquainted with
each other. And the same privilege is requisite in order to our being, in
every respect, on an equality with them. The departed soul of the rich
man. knew Lazarus when he beheld him afar off; and, likewise, at sight,
knew Abrabam, whom he could never have seen in the present life. Much
more do Abraham and Lazarus, and all the glorified family above, rejoice in that communion of saints which obtains in their Father's house.
St. Paul, speaking of the spiritual children whom God had given him
among the Thessalonians, says, that they would be his" glory, and crown
of rejoicing, in the day of the Lord Jesus." But how could this be, and
how could they mutually congratulate each other on the grace bestowed
upon them below, if all personal acquaintance was to cease? Surely there
are no strangers in that land of light and love? The three apostles wh()
attended our blessed Lord on the mount of transfiguration knew Mosesand Elijah when they appeared in glory. To add no more: that remarkable text I think fully establishes the point, where our adorable Saviour
bids us make to ourselves friends by the mammon of unrighteousness,
that, when we fail, they may receive us into the everlasting habitations;
as if He had said, "While you are on earth, take care to conciliate the
affections of my indigent disciples by bestowing on them a proper portion
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of the wealth which God has lent you, and which is too often perverted to
purposes of unrighteousness by them that know not me. So, when ~ our
bodies die, and when your souls ascend to heaven, the souls of those poor
afHicted saints, whom your bounty relieved below, and who were got to
glory before you, shall be among the first ex.ulting spirits who shall meet
you on your arrival above, and congratulate you on your safe and triumphant entrance into the world of joy." But they could not do this
unless they knew us and we them.
May the precious blood and righteousness of our Incarnate God, and
the faithfulleadings of His eternal Spirit, bring you and me to that general assembly and Ohurch of the first-born, where we shall both see Him
as He is, and likewise know each other even as we shall then be known!
With this prayer, and in this hope, I beg leave to subscribe myself-whosoever you may be-Your affectionate well-wisher in Ohrist,
AUGUSTUS TOPLADY.
A WORD ABOUT THIS MAGAZINE.
IT has been suggested that we should make certain alterations and additions, so as to render the GOSPEL MAGAZINE more popular with the
reading public and eongenial to the general taste. Such a course is out of
the question, at any rate whilst we have to do with the work.
The GOSPEL MAGAZINE, as the propagator and the exponent of the
plain, simple, unadulterated, unadorned doctrines of rich and free and
sovereign grace, can, as a rule, never be acceptable to any but those whom
the Holy Ghost has made sensible of their lost state and condition as
sinners, and caused to hunger and thirst after righteousness. Such will
seek earnestly Ohrist the bread of life, and thirst for Him, as the water
of life. Hence, when they see, in these pages or elsewhere, the pathway
of the pilgrim opened up, and observe the divine leadings and guidance
of fellow-sinners, a special interest will follow; and, if not before, they
shall begin to realize personally and experimentally the meaning of those
Scriptures: "'rhen they that feared the Lord spake ofteil one to another,
and the Lord hearkened and heard; and a book of r@membrance was
written before Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon
His name;" "And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn
within us, while He talked with us by the way, and opened unto us the
Scriptures? "
Now, none know this oneness of soul, speciality of interest, and warmth
of heart, but such as are taught by the same Spirit, made manifest as
members of the same family, guarded and guided amid the same dangers,
called to wage a daily warfare with the same foes, looking to the same
Object, leaning upon the same Sustainer, Upholder, and Deliverer, and
journeying towards the same eternal and happy home.
It will be seen, therefore, at a glance, that these themes are too sacred,
this pathway too spiritually defined, these objects too supernatural, for
the carnal, the worldly, the spiritually dead. No trimming, no dressingup, no lowering the standard of truth, will meet the case, so as to render
the soul-humbling truths of the Gospel palatable to the carnal and unregenerate heart. The quickening power of the Holy Ghost must bring
the sinner into such a position as to make him long after and love truths
which are as opposed to the choice of the fleshly and first-born cJndition
of the natural heart as it is possible to be.
I
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Others may object, and say, The truths advocated in the GOSPEL
consist of too strong meat for the wdak digestion of the babes
and sucklings of the household of faith, more especially for those who
are as yet wavering and undecided between Christ and the world. We
venture to say, in answer to these objections, that a due consideration
of the tone and spirit of the Magazine will, if we mistake not, exhibit a
special carefulness not to wound-much less ignore or despise-the
veriest babe in the family. Nay, there are some of the Lord's servants,
who have long been called to bear the burden and heat of the day, who,
so far from regarding with indifference and disesteem the weaklings of
the fold, know what it is to envy their lispings, and long to realize
afresh their own former single-heartedness, spirituality, simplicity, and
childlike confidence in and dependence upon Him who was then indulging them in their first-love experiences and blessedness.
Again, with respect to those who are in a state of wavering, indecision,
or thoughtlessness, if we mistake not their cOlldition is met, from month.
to month, in the columns of "OLD JONATHAN." In this respect, he may
be said to be a compauion and co-operator with the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
In conclusion, our spiritual readers will bear with us, whilst we intimate
that, with somE' few and honourable exceptions, they are at fault. They
testify from time to time of the profit and encouragement they receive in
the perusal of these pages. This is all well as far as it goes, and helps to
cheer the Editor and his fellow-writers in their labour of love; but, with
a little consideration, they might see how materially they would assist and
strengthen the Editor's hands, did they seek less" to eat their morsel
alone." Were such spiritual readers to resolve to send the Mag'azine frQlll
month to month to the sick and the poor and the spiritually anxious and
distressed, what a boon they would afford such! Some of our beloved
readers have done this for years, and peculiar satisfaction they have derived
from so doing. As an illustration of the adopting Qf this practice, we may
state that, a year or so ago, we received a letter from an aged minister of
the Gospel (since gone to his rest), as well as from a second person who
well knew the ease, stating that they were commissioned to convey to us
the heartfelt gratitude and thanks of a dying one in Devonshire, to whom
we had regularly sent the Magazine. It had been a solace and comfort
upon her sick-bed for years; and abundantly were we repaid by her dying
testimony to its power and preciousness. This practice we have adopted
to the utmost of our power-yea, and beyond our power. And we recommend the same course to others. If any of our readers should not happen
to know to whom to send the work, our Publishers or ourselves can soon
help them in this matter.
Some are in the habit of lending their own Magazine after they have
perused it. This we conceive to be a mistake. If we may speak personally, we can with the utmost truth testify, that some of our most
refreshing seasons have arisen, instrumentally, from the reading of the
back volumes, of the work. The re-perusal of what was thus published
years ago has been such a help to remembrance, and served as a fresh
stimulus to hope and trust and xpect the like mercies and deliverances
for thejuture as have marked the past. Hence, if subscribers dispose of
their Magazino, by gift or loan, they deprive themselves of at least this
means of comfort and refreshment in their onward and homeward way.
Now that we have nearly completed our two-and-thirtieth year's editorship, it is but natural that we ehould miss many-very, very many-who
MAGAZINE
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were formerly our supporters. With reference to those whom they leave
behind, we could wish that they would follow the example of the son of
one well known in his day for his liberal support of what would minister
to the well-being of the Lord's people. Said the gentleman in question,
" It is my wish and aim to set the same example before my children that
my father did before his,. and, therefore, I seek to keep up whatever he
contributed to."
Our readers have a further stimulus, namely, the brevity of time, and
the poisonou::l and destructive literature that so characterize the times we
live in.
We hope these few remarks will prompt our readers to do what they
can to promote the increased circulation of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. If it
is worth reading, it is worth recommending.
THE EDITOR.

~ebrelus

nuh

~otices

of ~oohs.

Letters by the late Joseph Charles Philpot, M.A. With a Brief Memoir of
his Life and Lahours. London: J, Gadsby, Bouverie Street.
WE had prepared a somewhat lengthy notice of this volume; but, by some
means, it has been mislaid; and in the present Number we can say little
more than that the work is handsomely got up, and, in contrast to the
Memoir of Mr, HUNTlNGTON:, is printed in dea,r type, which is a great
boon for the readers of such works. Although the letters themselves contain very manifestly the experience through which Mr, PWX.POT was, from
time to time, passing, we are disappointe(i in not finding more ample
details of the inner and spiritual life. The outspokenness and honesty of
Mr. PHILPOT, in the free and unreserved utterance of what he felt of the
daily warfare, none can dispute. We admire that honesty; hence we
the more hesitate in any wise to qualify our comrnendation of this work.
Still, if we are equally honest-and God forbid that we should be otherwise !~we must frankly say that the volume has a more depressing than
uplifting tendency. We revere the memory of Mr. PHlLPOT. He occupied a most difficult and unenviable position-a position which (humanly
speaking) would have sent us to om; grave years ago. He had a keen
judgment-deep spiritual perception-,.,.a clear, logical mind. He was a
skilful anatomist--his forte lay in separating the precious from the vilethe chaff from the wheat. But men, in their anxiety to be honest and
faithful and true, may wound the weaklings of the fold ere they are
aware.
For our own part, ra,pidly going the downhill of life, as we feel ourselves to be, we are increasingly anxious to set forth the simple, plain,
unadulterated t\'uth, ~nd lene the application of it to God the Holy
Ghost. vVhatever men professing to be jealous of God's honour may say
to the contrary, there may be a guarding the truth, according to man's
estimate and judgment, until it is brought down to such a negative state
of things, that there is nought to feed and cherish~comfortand establish
-the dear Bock of slaughter. May we not illustrate what we mean by
an appeal to the personal ministry of Him who spake as never man
spake? It was not until just the close of His ministry, that our dear
Lord declared that one of His disciples was a devil, and should betray
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Him. Previously He had proclaimed the truth, in all its preciousness
and power, as they were able to hear it; but not until a little before He
left them did He so speak as to arouse in them the agonizing inquiry,
"Lord, is it I?" Humanly speaking, it would seem as though He were
loath to alarm them unnecessarily.
We are quite aware that these observations are open to criticism, and
the course we have implied likewise open to abuse; but we know our own
heart in the matter. Men of keen judgment and reputed deep insight
into character, have, notwithstanding, made some of the gravest mistakes
in their estimates; whilst others, with no pretence to such discernment,
have, in childlike simplicity, delivered their message, and left all results
and consequences with God.
We remember a remark made to us, many years ago, by the late Dr.
HENRY CoLE ; and who that knew him but will bear testimony to his
soundness of doctrine, integrity of purpose, and holy jealousy for the
truth as it is in Jesus? Speaking of those admitted by the Ohurch of
England to the Lord's Supper, he said, "Ee thanked God that he was not
the j ndge of his fellow-men. " We maintain that in the proclamation of
the Gospel the same truth holds good. We declare it, according to our
little insight into it, and with the ability the Lord may vouchsafe. We
testify what the Gospel is, who need it, and for whom it is designed; and
then leave it for the Holy Ghost to bring it home to whomsoever He will,
whensoever He will, and wheresoever He will.
Now, in proof of how little we know, as Ministers or Editors, for
whom or where or when the Lord intends or applies His word, since
we sat down to our writing this evening, a former member of our oongregation called from a distant town; and, in the course of oonversation,
testified to the fact of how the preached word had been applied to sundry
persons known to himself whom we had never known, nor had we the
slightest conception of the word being so applied. One had been in
captivity until the eleventh hour, when the Lord graciously broke in, she
triumphantly exclaiming, "He's come!" and soon after sweetly slept in
Jesus.
Mr. PHILPOT'S Memoir contains a letter written by himself to Mr.
TIPTAFT, at the time the latter contemplated leaving the Church of Eng-land, which we would gladly transfer to these pages, had we space. It is
a remarkable fact that Mr. PIIILPOl' should himself have afterwards
taken the step about which he so strongly relIlonstrated with his friend
and brother.
Beeton's Bible Diotionary; a CyclopaJdia of the Truth, an(l lfarratives of the
Holy Scriptures. London; Ward, Lock, and Tyler.
.
A MOST useful.book-,-o~e whic4 defierves, and will doubtless secmre, a large
circulation.
Hours of Cormnunion ~'rt a Sea~on of AJfliotion: bei~g Medita,tions on Scripture Subjects. By NEI!, SMITH, J un. Londo~: ~organ and Scott.
THIS work contains some preciol+s reflections, evidently the sweet frl+it of
sanctified affliction .
.A Memorial of the Rev. W. H. Hllvergal, If.A. By the Eev. CIIARL.ES
BULLOCK. London: W. Hunt and Co.
A BRIEF record of a precious Pastor. Short as is this Memoir, there is
a1:)undance to show how gracious a character he was on earth, who is now
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goone to be "for ever with the Lord" above. We understand that there
is a probability of an enlarged Memoir being published. vVe are sure it
would be a boon to the Ohurch of God; and, therefore, should gladly hail
such a work.

The New Cyclopcedia of illustrative Anecdote. London! Elliot Stock, Paternoster How.
JUDGING from this first part, this work promises to be as useful as it is interesting and instructive. It is announced for completion in twelve
numbers.
Christian Armour,. or, Truth for the Times. London: Shaw and Co.
ANOTHER monthly, adapted for meeting the scepticism of the times, as far
as the letter of Scriptural truth is concerned.
The Sower and Little Gleaner retain their position for Gospel truth.
The British Workwoman and British Juvenilt furnish much material for
home-thought and adoption.
The Secret of Life. By H. G. STOKES. London: Simpkin and 00.
A POEM in four parts. Either too deep or too visionary for the general
reader.
The Bristol Orphan I!.ouses. London: Morgan and Scott.
A NEW issue of a book that must of Ilecessity be rea,d with interest, as descriptive of one of the marvels of the age,
Words of Ministry,. or, Sunday Readings in the Home. By the Rev. OIlARLES
BULLOCK. London: Simpkin and 00.
ONE of Mr. Bullock's happy productions.
The Law from Fotnws. By W. PIFFARD.
A BOOK of special interest in these days,

London; Morgan and Ohase.

Songs of Grace and Glory. Edited by the ~ev. O. B. SNEPP, LL.B.,
Rector of Perry Barr, Birmingham. London: Hunt and 00.
PERHAPS the strongest recommendation we can g-ive this volu1Jle is a very
practical one. When, twelve months since, we had so disastrous a fire
in our church, destroying a IfLrge proportion of the flooring, seriously
damaging the buildi~g, and consuming a quantity qf boo~s, we remained in a state of indecision about what hymn-book we should adopt.
We examined a great number, but could not decide on anyone, until
a few weeks since" The Songs of Grace and Glory" caught our eye in an
advertisement. We sent for a copy; and the result was, our immediate
resolve to adopt it. Without exception, it is the besthymncbook we have
ever seen. It contains 1,0:25 hymns-a large llup:lber of them our very
choicest; "Abba, Father," "f,.. debtor to mercy alone," and such like.
The taste of the compiler may be judged by the fact, that his book contains
a number of the late JOSEPIl IRONS' hymns, and very precious they are.
The book, moreover, has this striking feature: the hymns are given
not only precisely in the wordillg of their authors, but the names of those
authors are likewise appended, and the date at which they were written.
The indices (of which the larger edition contains six) are most complete.
The preparing them must have been an herculean task.
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Gospel Truths,. or, Old Paths. Oxford: J. O. PEMBREY.
A NEW Magazine advocating old-fashioner! Gospel truths, brought out
in connexion with those who advocate the "close communion" practised
by "Particular Baptists." So says the Editor in his opening address :
"We are Baptists and Strict Communists."
The Wiltshire Protestant Beacon still continues of a bold and unflinching
advocacy of Protestant principle and privilege.
The Mothers' Friend. London: Hodder & Stoughton.
WE lately selected a piece from this work to read at a lar 6 e meeting of
parents: it was received with the greatest possible interest and enthusiasm.
The Herald of Peace contains startling statistics as to the enormous
expense of war, as well as its fearful destructiveness.
Golden Hours.-Very suggestive to the young and inquiring.
The Sunday Magazine has, as usual, some deeply interesting papers from
the pen of Dr. Guthrie, as well as other able writers.
The British Workman maintains its character for the boldness and beauty
of its illustrations.
The Missionary World opens a marvellous field.
We have received also the Friendly Visitor,. Zion's Witness; the Protestant
CAurchman,. The Voice of Nature to the Invalid; a Sermon by MR. BRYANT ;
Learning to Follow Jesus,. or, Leonore's Trials (Hamilton and 00.); Six
Lectures on the .Ark of tAe Covenant, by the late Rev. W. H. HAVERGAL,
M.A. (Hamilton and Co.).
Messrs. Yapp and Hawkins have recently issued a number of poetical
l~afiets (chiefly on religious subjects), by M. J. M" which are well worthy
of attention.
'

THANKSGIVING HYMN,
OH, Lord of life, whose ceaseless care Fain would our grateful souls prolong
Directs our thoughts and ways;
These feeble strains of love,
As Thou hast heard a nation's prayer, And raise an " everlasting song"
Accept a nation's praise.
With angel-choirs above.
But even in OUl; brightest hours
Humbly before Thy throne we came
Our high thanksgivings die;
In sorrow's bitter day,
Oh, strengthen, Lord, these failing
And now we bless Thy worthy name
powers,
For shadows passed away.
Thy name to glorify.
We pleaded with the King of kings
And still to her who rules our land
Our future king to spare;
Let gracious care be shown:
And borne aloft on angel-wings
Oh, make the bounties of Thine hand,
A rainbow round bel' throne.
Arose a people's prayer.
So let the Sun of Righteousness
On. prince and people shine,
Tbat we with lips and lives may bl SB
The love that made us Thine. Amen.
THE AUTHOR OF "PSALMS OF LIFE" in The Rock.
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THE prayers offered up for the recovery of the Prince of Wales have been
graciously answered.
He is gradually regaining strength, and the
physicians who so long attended him are able to leave him. We are glad
to see that special thanksgivings have been by authority offered up in the
churches of our land; and that a special day of thanksgiving is to beset
apart, when the Queen will proceed in regal state to St. Paul's Cathedral,
publicly to acknowledge God's great mercy.
The defence in the Tichborne trial has commenced with a lengthy
speech by the Attorney-General. He argues that the claimant is a base
imposter, utterly unlike Roger Tichborne in attainments and character,
and completely ignorant of a multitude of facts which Roger Tichborne
must certainly have known.
An eminent statesman has passed away-the Earl of Ellenborough.
Referring to him, the Record says, "His long cat"eer as an orator, a statesman, and an administrator has been reviewed by the usual organs of public
opinion; and it is already obvious that great as was his reputation for
transcendent talents, his place in history will be far higher tnan that assigned to him while yet mingling in the busy scenes of worldly ambition.
This is an instance of human life which induces Solomon to write, 'Vanity
of vanities! saith the preacher, all is vanity.''' Lord Ellenborough became
Governor-General of India at a most difficult and critical time, just when
our troops had met with serious reverses in the Affghan war; but under
his able administration those reverses were followed by a series of victorious campaigns, which effectually re-established our authority in India.
As an orator he was highly distinguished. Lord Brougham wrote of
him, "He was one of the best speakers I ever heard. It was to me one
of the highest gratifications to hear him."
We have also to notice the death of an excellent Christian minister
-Archdeacon Pratt, of Calcutta. He was a son of the late excellent
Josiah Pratt, once Secretary of the Church Missionary Society, and afterwards Rector of St. Stephen's, Coleman Street. He graduated at Cambridge as third Wrangler; afterwards became chaplain and friend of
Bishop Daniel Wilson; and ministered to that devoted prelate on his
death-bed. He was author of several works, one of which is of special
value at the present time, viz., " Scripture and Science not at Variance."
Respecting this work, Canon Clayton says :-"His book was written, in the
first instance, to meet the assertion of the late Professor Baden Powell,
that 'all geology is contrary to Scripture.' He found, he says, that
so bold a statement was troubling many minds. He therefore set
to work to administer an antidote to this 'mischief-working declaration,' and any other similar sentiments which might emanate from
the pen or lips of ' scientific or would-be scientific men.' While giving
every credit 101' the facts brought together by modern science, he shows
how wrong are oftentimes the conclusions drawn from those facts; and
he states how easy, but at the same time how unphilosophical, it is for
men quietly to assume the very things which they set themselves to prove.
In this new edition [1871 ] he has incorporated all the most recent objec-

120

The Gospel Magazine.

tions urged against the Scripture narrative. The book, which is published
by Ratchard, is half as large again as the last edition. It contains 3S-!
pages of excellent matter. It is printed in good type, and the price
(3s. 6d.) remains as before. The spirit in which the book is written is a
model forall controversial authors. While he is most bold and decided, and
feels that he is standing on a rock; while he asserts that the God of nature
is the God ofthe Bible, and that Scripture has nothing to fear, but everything to gain, from the reasonings of true science, he is most lovingly
anxious to do good to all those who have been confused or led astray by
the illogical assumption of 'science, falsely so called.' "
An important memorandum has been signed by a great many eminent
medical men. The pttrport of this memorandum is to protest against the
indiscriminate recommendation of alcohol by medical men to their patients,
and to enforce the necessity of strictly limiting the quantities of alcohol
prescribed. The memorandum also expresses a strong opinion that the
value of alcohol, as an article of diet, has been greatly over-estimated
of late years, and offers strong support to any legislative measure tending
to diminish the general consumption of alcoholic drinks, and to promote
habits of temperance.
The effects of the Infallibility dogma are beginning to be seen even in
America. The reports of the Russian Minister Plenipotentiary in the
United States assert that a large number of American Roman Catholics
have been so affected by this new dogma that they have manifested a
desire to enter the Greek Churcb, which, they say, has preserved the
spirit of primitive Christianity in its purity. The leader of the movement
is said to be Dr. Bjeoring, an American theologian of Danish descent,
who was formerly an ardent preacher of Roman Catholicism. Dr.
Bjeoring addressed a letter to Pius IX., protesting against the errors
upon which the dOl;;ma was founded.
It is curious to notice the description which Romanists give of the
present state of things in Rome. The correspondent of the Tablet at
Rome writes as follows, under the heading" Protestant Aggression" (!) : " Sermons to be given by Gavazzi are advertised everywhere on the walls.
We have had a visit here also from Mr. Spurgeon; perhaps to reconnoitre
for a future campaign. There are also now to be met in the streets a
number of military-looking gentlemen with whiskers and mustachios,
who are pointed out as ministers of this or that denomination; and, what
is worse, there are ex-monks and ex-priflsts who have come from various
parts of the world, and over whom our Vicariate has now no control.
Several Evangelical or Bible establishments have sprung up, though
their traffic seems very limited; and occasionally you may meet with a
poor individual, whose only means of support wouid seem to be his pay
for hawking little tracts professing tu be a proof that S. Peter never
came to Rome."
We are at war again, although on a very small scale. It appears that
on the north-eastern frontier of our dominions in India live a people
called the Looshais. Inside the fl'ontiel' are some districts which have
been lately brought into cultivation by tea planters. The Looshais have
repeatedly attacked the British settlem nts, and killed or carried off British
subjects, and so it has become necessary to check them. Late intelligence
informs us that our troops are successfully penetrating the enemy's
country; but we are sorry that any necessity should have arisen for the
expedition.

