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HOPE IN GOD!
" Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul.? and why art thou disquieted
within me.? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise Him, who is
the health of my countenance, and my God."-PsALM xlii. 1l.
IT would be folly, dear reader, to attempt to deny that the psalmist
was the subject of sorrow, for nearly the entire of his psalms prove
that he was so. Had it been otherwise, he .would have been but a
most imperfect type of his suffering, sorrowing Lord. N ay, had he
not personally known what sorrow was, he could not have so expressed himself as to speak not only for himself, but prophetically for his
coming Lord and Master also. ,Ve often think what a marvellous
act of condescension it was for the dear Hedecrner, in the days of His
flesh, to adopt the very language which the Holy Ghost had put
into the heart of David, and given him power to express, hundreds
of years before He assumed our nature and was born in Bethlehem
of J udea. What more calculated to set forth the distinct personality
and the equally distinguishing nature of the work of the Holy Ghost
than this?
It would be equally absurd to endeavour to reason or argue David
out of his doubts and fears. He had them, nor could he nor any
power on earth master or overcome them. It was the Lord, and
the Lord alone, who could so work upon him as to banish his fears
and possess him with renewed hope and trust and peace. That the
Lord might condescendingly use this or that means, or adopt this 01'
that instrument, in order to comfort or re-assure the psalmist, we do
not deny. Still, by a careful study of his life, and a close scrutiny of the
Psalms, it will, we believe, be found that the renewing and the reviving and the refreshing power were, for most part, from the Lord
Himself-Himself, and Himself alone. And be assured, dear reader,
that when this is the case with any of the Lord's dear people, that
very renewing and reviving and refreshing power is what will subsequently stand the test of trial and affliction. What is argued, so to
speak, into the heart by a poor fallible fellow-creature, can very
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easily be argued out again by Satan and our own unbelieving hearts.
It is only the Lord's own work is steadfast and abiding. That work,
and that alone, will bear tho test and the discipline or aught of that
ordeal to which the LOl'(l more or less subjects the faith of all His
dear children.
Dear reader, in one place the psalmist testifies that "they who
have no changcs fcar not God." Now, even in this one short psalm
of eleven verses only, what a diversity of experience, and what a
change of framo and feeling, is given. The psalmist has no sooner
declared, by a remarkable figure, his ardent and intensely longing
desire after God, than he declares likewise that his very "tears had
been his moat day and night," and why? Because of the mortification anu disappointment to which he had oeen subjected, in consequence of the hidings of his Lord's oountenance. So far removed,
either according to the dealings of His Providence, or in the opinions
of men, did the Lord appear to be from His servant, that they
taunted him with the sneering and contemptuous enquiry, " Where
is thy God ?" Much of the like condition is expressed in the 7lst
Psalm: "Cast me not off," says the psalmist, "in the time of old
age; forsake me not when my strength faileth. For mine enemies
speak against me; and they that lay wait for my soul take counsel
together, saying, God hath forsaken him: persecute and take him;
for there is none to deliver him." Reader, if we analyze the Psalms,
we shall find how very large a proportion of David's trouble consisted
in what men (poor and fallible as they were) would think and say;
and, could we likewise analyze our own exercises, assuredly we should
discover that the weight of them consisted ohiefly in what man would
think and say, did we fail or did we falL And yet, beloved, we are
the subjects of such feelings and fears as these, in the face of suoh a
precious declaration as this: "I, even I, am He that comforteth
you: who art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of a man that shall
die, and of the son of man which shall be made as grass; And forgettest the Lord thy Maker, that hath stretched forth the heavens, and
laid the foundations of the earth; and hast feared continually every
day because of the fury of the oppressor, as if he were ready to
destroy? and where is the fury of the oppressor? " See, too, how
these self-same truths are so powerfully and so blessedly brought out
both in the 37th and 73rd Psalms. We would, in passing, suggest
to the reader a ready mode of keeping these two Psalms in mind, so
that he might the more promptly turn to them, in times of darkness
and depression, namely, the merely changing or transposing the
figures.
But again we would call attention to the diversity of feeling and
experience-the intermingling of hope and fear-light and darkness
-in the Psalm before us. In the 5th verl'le, the psalmist says,
"Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul? and why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise Him for the
help of His countenance." Then again, in an instant as it were, his
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heart sinks to the very depths, and he exclaims, "0 my God, my soul
is cast down within me;" but even then, you perceive, dear reader, he
could lay claim to God as his God. Ah, how many poor souls, in
their depths and in their darkness, cannot come up to this standard.
So to speak, this would be to half gain the battle. Oomparatively
speaking, they don't care-that is, not in the same way, nor to the
like extent, when they can get a faith's grasp of the Most High as
their Lord and their God. This is what thousands are seeking for
and longing after; nor can they be satisfied with anything short of
it; and this very fact of dissatisfaction proves it tu be the work of the
Holy Ghost, in that He hath begotten in them a real longing and
thirsting after Ohrist as the bread and water of life. What a marvellous utterance was that of David-aye, and of David's Lord, tooin the 22nd Psalm, "My God, my God" (mark the rep8tition, reader;
it implies anguish and distress indeed) "why hast Thou forsaken
me?"
But having said how his soul was cast down within him, he adds,
" therefore"-reader, observe the" therefore"-as though this very
darkness and distress should prompt him to look' about him, to search
and test and try his position. "What am I? Where am I?
'What is the ground of my hope? What know I of the Lord?
What hath He wrought for me? When and where did He discover
Himself on my behalf?" "Therefore will I remember Thee"-not
merely His acts and doings, but Himself-Himself as the Almighty
Designer, Originator, and Accomplisher-" therefore will I remember
Thee from the land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, from the hill
Mizar." As Jacob had his Bethel, so David had his Jordan and his
hill Mizar. Dear reader, have you?
" Dost mind the place, the spot of land,
Where Jesus did thee meet?"

In the last verse ofthe 133rd Psalm, there is a precious testimony:" As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the
mountains of Zion: for there the Lord commanded the blessing, even
life for evermore."
Now· mark, dear reader, notwithstanding your present disquietude,
darkness it may be, and dismal, gloomy, painfully-foreboding fears,
if so be you can look back, and testify that at such a time, at such
a place, under such circumstances the Lord did manifest Himself unto
you as He had never done before, nor probably since, mark this, the
Lord did there and then for you-yea, yea, specially and specifically for you-for you, mark just what the psalmist here declares, "For
there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore."
N or shall all the combined powers of earth and hell ever interfere
with that blessing, much less extinguish that life, for it is a life coeternal with its Divine Author, Infuser, and Maintainer. It is His
life, and shall outlive all death and dying circumstances. MfJ,l'k
F2
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that blessed expression, "For ye are dead, and your life is hid
with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear,
. then shall ye also appoar with Him in glory."
But some pOOl' troubled one will say, "Oh, that I knew this;
oh, that I could feel it; then I could believe all would at last be
well." But have you not known the time-the place -the circumstance
at which we havo just hinted? "Well, I once thought so; but, alas! I
fear now lest I was mistaken. I am afraid to presume upon it, for fear
I might be deceived; and how awful would that deception be." It is
a good sign for you to think so, and proves to a demonstration that you
are not taking things for granted. It is equally clear that man fails
to reason or to argue you into believing. It is evident that you are,
waiting for a "Thus saith the Lord;" and those who thus wait prove
most blessedly (although they do not at the time, and under the circumstances, discover the fact) that "they know His voice, and a
stranger will they not follow, for they know not the voice of strangers."
Now mark this: all this is embodied in this waiting, watching,
wrestling attitude. Such are waiting for the Master's voice, and
ardently listening and longing for His footsteps; and as assuredly as
He is what He is (the faithful promise-keeping God), they shall in
due time both hear and see Him.
Let us glance, however, at the time and the spot just hinted at.
You remember both time and place, do you? How is that? Oh,
because it was so marked-so different to anything you had ever
before known or felt. And what did you feel, then? Oh, relief, did
you? From what? Oh, from your burden. And in what consisted
that burden ?-in trials, afflictions, losses, crosses? No, not in any of
these things. Really! you had them, surely? Oh, you had them,
but it was in the weight of sin-sin-that hung like a millstone upon
your heart and conscience.
This was it, was it? But had this
always -been the case? Had you always this weight? Oh, you had
not? Then whence and how came it? Ah, yes, gradually, or by
such and such a sermon, or verse, or event. Well, and how came
you at last rid of this weight of guilt and sin, and the dreadful dread
of the consequences? Oh" by a word dropped into the heart, was
it? And it came unexpectedly, did it ? You had not searched it
out, nor thought of it, nor did any creature bring it to you; but it
came as though from heaven itself; and you soarcely knew ther.e was
such a word or such a portion before. Well, now, what were its effects?
Your burden was gone, was it? Your fears had all vanished, had
they? And you had no dread of God now?--no fear of death, nor
judgment, nor eternity? What about Jesus? Oh, He was what He
had never been before-so precious was He, and seemingly so near, and
so dear, and so sweet, and so lovely? And you longed to go to Him,
did yo~? And you thought you coUld not live long without Him
either? And you didn't care about the world, in respect to its pleasures or its pains? Do you mean, then, that you just wanted to be
where Mary Magdalene was, weeping at His feet, to the praise of the
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mercy you had found; or with the poor dispossessed Gadarene, aesil'ing
that" you might be with Him?" And you could not endure the
thought of sinning against or grieving Him? You abhorred sin;
you detested self j you would sooner suffer a very martyrdom than
say or do aught that was contrary to Him?
Ah, dear soul, that was your Bethel, your land of Jordan, your hill
Mizar, where, too, it may be said of yoztr blessed estate and everlasting
security, "There the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for
evermore." And, notwithstanding all your fear and disquietude and
apprehension about coldness and waywardness and departures from
Him or His dealings with you; in the dispensations of His Providence,
or in the economy of His grace, what lsaac said .of J acob may be said
of you: "And have blessed him; yea, and he shall be bles8ed." It is
an eternal verity, beloved. There is no reversing it; for (blessed be
His name!) with our God is " no variableness, neither the shadow of
a turning." He is " t.he same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever."
And, as to your present condition or experience, beloved, however
dark your pathway or trying your lot; be your faith never so much
tried, or the course by which you are led apparently more complicated
and mysterious than ever, it is most evident, even from the very
Psalm under consideration, that "no strange thing hath happened
unto you." You are only travelling by the same old beaten track,
over which not only the psalmist, but myriads upon myriads since
his day, have wended their way onward and homeward to "the city
which hath foundations, whose Maker and whose Builder is God."
Can you adopt stronger language than that of the psalmist ?-" Deep
calleth unto deep at the noise of Thy waterspouts; all Thy waves
and Thy billows are gone over me." The idea of a poor drowning
man battling with 'the mighty deep is here presented; he barely
rises, almost breathlessly, to the top of the wave ere another comes
and completely submerges him again, and could a spectator behold
him, he would never think to see him rise again. Not only so, but the
very waterspouts-those fearful-and-tremendous things, which,
bursting over a ship of largest magnitude, must necessarily sink hereven these waterspouts would seem to combine with waves and billows to destroy the hapless voyager; but, notwithstanding these otherwise desperate circumstances, the psalmist takes heart, and exclaims,
" Yet the Lord will command His loving-kindness in the daytime, and
in the night His song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the God
of my life."
Then, in the last verse, as the calm and deliberate summing-up of
all; the totting up the columns j coming at the total-after all, he
strikes a balance in his favour, saying, "Why art thou cast down, 0
my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in
God: for I shall yet praise Him, who is the health of my countenance,
and my God."
" Why should I, after all, be cast down? Why should I be the
subject of this unrest, this uneasiness, this disquietude? I cannot
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alter it. All my strivings, all my efforts, all my desires are to no
purpose. Far better were it for me passively to submit, and to say,
, It is the Lord; let Him do as seemeth Him good.' ' Shall not the
Judge of all the earth do right?' 'Wherefore doth a living man
complain, a man for the punishment of his sins?' 'I will bear the
indignation of the Lord, because I have sinned against Him, until
He plead my cause, and e.:,::ecute judgment for me: He will bring me
forth to the light, and I shall behold His righteousness.' "
Dear reader, this is a sweet state of mind to be brought to, to fall
down before the Lord, and placidly submit to His will. It is no
mere effort. of poor fallen nature that can bring us here. N evertheless it is a precious position to be brought to simply to say with
the psalmist, as he speaks upon another occasion, "Let me fall into
the hands of the Lord, for His mercies are great, and let me not fall
into the hands of man."
Beloved, what a marvellous lesson has been set before us-yea,
before the world at large-even since we commenced this article. In
the so sudden and unexpected removal of the Emperor of the French,
what teaching is given. A man who, but a few years ago, was
regarded as the man of the age, whose uncle made the very nations to
quail before him; whose career and whose control was such as to lead
many to believe that he was verily the Antichrist; and yet, in spite
of Pope, the boasted so-called queen of heaven, and all the combined
powers and influences of the Papacy, he first has to undergo all
the mortification of a conquered general and the humiliation
of a degraded monarch, and then has to succumb to the last
enemy, even as the humblest and most obscure of his former subjects,
and that, too, in banishment and exile! Oh, how suggestive are
these facts, not merely to a proud, usurping, self-sufficient Papacy,
but to the kingdom-yea, to the world-at large! Into what total
insignificance, before such incontrovertible verities, do the thoughts
and opinions and utterances of poor mortal men dwindle. What
power do these facts give to such a Scripture as that before quoted
from the fifty-first of' Isaiah, as well as a previous portion of the
same chapter: ," Fear ye not the reproach of' men, neither be ye
afraid of their revilings; For the moth shall eat them up like a
garment, and the worm shall eat them like wool: but my rightflousness shall be for ever, and my salvation from generation to generation." " Who art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of a man that
shall die, and of the son of man which shall be made as grass?"·
<I< Touching upon the mortality of kings and rulers, the 'same as other men, we remember
at the close of the Crimean war a personal friend remarking to us, that Lord Palmerston
had a short time before told him, he had written to Lonis Napoleon, expressing Englan,d's
readiness and preparedness to proceed with the war. The answer of Napoleon was, "If
you do, I sball lose my throne; " and Lord Palmerston added, that he never signed a
public document so reludantly as that which declared the conflict to be at an end, and
peace once mOre restored. How hnmiliating the thought that both these mighty illlen are
now·.no more; and, how soon will each and all others now in rule and authority follow.
Therefore they may well "consider their ways."

Tlte Gospel Magazinc.

63

Ah, reader, if we oould but duly oonsider these things, how would
suoh oonsideration tend to make us more indifferent to the opinions,
of poor fallible men; and our rejoiciug would be at the refleotion,
"My Witness is in heaven, my Record is on high." We should
rejoice in the faot, that, whatever might be the oonstruotion plaoed
upon our words or our aotions by our fellow-oreatures, He who
searchest the hearts and triest the reins of the ohildren of men, is
fully cognizant of our every thought, desire, or purpose. If, dear
reader, we attaohed to this consideration what is due to it, what
an immensity of trouble and anxiety should we be saved thereby.
l?ut the psalmist further says :-" Hope thou in God!" A short utterance, but what an immensity-yea,what volumes-does it contain!
Beloved, although hope is suoh a leading and prominent feature in
the grand eoonomy of salvation, yet how we fail to appreciate it.
The apostle gives a simple yet beltutiful definition of hope, in the
eighth chapter of his epistle to the Romans. He there says: "For
we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a
man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? Bnt if we hope for that we
Bee not, then do we with patienoe wait for it." Then in the fifteenth
chapter of the same epistle, he says: "Now the Goel ofhope fill you with
all joy and peaoe ip. believing (mark this, deal'reader, !lot in seeing, not
in possessing, after a human or carnal fashion, but in belie~'ing), that
ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost." So
that the believer is in his right mind and true Gospel spirit when
looking for, 'reaching ajte1', grasping a sometltillg ?lot in hemel, bl,d in
prospect; but observe, this is after a saving manner, a spiritual kind;

not in a human, worldly, or carnal sense.
And this, beloved, is where we so commonly fail. There is about
us BO little of real spiritual distinctiveness; there is only suoh a
partial "coming out from the world, and being separate and touching
not the unclean thing;" we are so seeking to mingle the carnal and
the spiritual; so endeavouring to "serve the two masters, Christ
and Belial," that, almost of necessity, our own indecision and halfheartedness entail upon us chastisement and the rod. Had we but
m,r,., grace, so as to dare to be singular; honestly to avow ourselves
to IJ e upon the Lord's side; and to be utterly regardless of what our
poor fallen fellow-creatures may think or say about us, as long as we
could keep a conscience void of offence towards God and towards
men, how very different would be the case with us.
But observe again, dear reader, the psalmist says: "Hope thou in
Goel;" not in man; not in the flesh, be it in self or one's fellow-man;
no, but in God; "hope thou in Goel!" And then, beloved, what
ground there was for this hope; when he considered who the Lord
his God was, and what He had done. Ah, who had a more vivid
recollection of the Lord's wondrous acts, and the Lord's gracious
doings, than bad the psalmist? How continually is he, throughout
his blessed book, recalling and reviewing the Lord's tender, loving,
merciful dealings; and how did that remembrance stir up his heart
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and animate his soul, and stimulate him still to hope in God! A
God so God-like! so condescending, so tender, so pitiful, so gracious;
so faithful, so almighty, so all-sufficient; so embracing in Himself,
and so manifesting in all His acts and doings, the consideration and
the love and the interest of the 'most loving of parents, the most
devoted of husbands, the most ardent of friends. Knowing, as the
psalmist did, how he stood related to his God and his God to him,
well might hc exclaim, "Hope thou in God."
Moreovcr, he adds: "For I shall yet praise Him." The very
languagc implies present difficulty, present sorrow, present discouragement, alld yet, under the stimulating power of his faith, and the
precious prompting of his hope, as implanted in him and brought
into active exercise by the Holy Ghost, he feels a sweet and blessed
assurance, "For I shall yet praise Him." "He will appear again;
He will come forth from His hiding-place; the clouds shall break
:away; the gloom shall be dispersed; the Sun of Righteousness will yet
l'ise again upon my poor dark and discouraged soul; it is His blessed
province, to 'make the darkness light and the crooked things
straight.' ' I shall yet praise Him; and He knows that the ground
of that praise must be His own great and gracious delivering acts.
He knows that there is no thankfulness nor praise inherently in me.
My poor fallen nature is too vilc, too base, too heathenish, to ,possess
latently or inherently the veriest spark of gratitude. Hence the
very thankfulness and praise is substantially His own.
" Who is the health of my countenance, and my God." Ali, dear
rcader, what a marvellous brightening and:uplifting even to the human
countenance, have the words and the dealings of the Lord. What a
mighty change is wrought upon the whole tone and bearing of the
man, when the Lord has condescended to whisper one of His precious
" Fear nots " 'into his heart, or to perform some marked and kindly
act on his behalf. How blessedly is that Scripture instantly illustrated and confirmed: "They took ,knowledge of them, that they
had been with Jesus." The soothing power of His words, and the
tender consideration of His acts, in which He has shown so much
condescension and goodness and mercy, is such, that His loved one
is meetened and mellowed at His blessed feet. His burden is, for
the time, removed; the clouds are dispersed; his fears have vanished;
n.nd as long as the Lord is thus with him, as "the health of his
countenance," he is utterly regardless of man, and, in a Gospel
sense, perfectly ind~pendent of his fellow-creature.
Moreover, as long as this state of soul lasts, and this peace and
tranquillity vouchsafed, he exults over and above all appearances, and all
worldly trials, and fleshly troubles, in the great and glorious fact, that
this Uod is his God. He can as Thomas said, " My Lord and my God,"
yea, :LS thc psalmist elsewhere expresses it, he can exclaim," This God
is our Gall f()t, cvcr and ever; He will be our Guide even unto death."
Dear rC:Lucr, thc midnight hour bids us stop.
Yours a.ffectionately in the Lord,
St. Luke's, JJl'dmins!I'1', JanuaJ'y 10, 1873.
rrHE EIlITOI~.
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THE A;PPLICATION OF THE WORD OF GOD.
" I w£ll g£ve Thee the opening of the 'I1wttth in the midst of them; and thfy
shall know that I mn the LOl'd."-EzEKIEr- xxix. 21.
ON the fly-leaf of an old companion Bible we caught sight of the above
passage, which we had written years ago, and there seemed such a sweetness to flow out of it, that we said, "It is the Lord." Oh, let us grasp
the pen" and let the flowings go forth to those who, like myself, love to
live upon the Wm'd, and find it their meat and their drink; and to do this
we must have it applied by the Spirit of God; "for the letter killeth, but
the Spirit giveth life."
Now, the pI'omise is especially precious to the Lord's own ministers.
His watchmen upon the walls of Zion who are faithful to their chargeand verily they are few and far between in these days of profession(and here we cannot help saying how completely dear }fr. Lush, in his
preface to 1872 "Remembrancer," expresses our feelings upon this point).
He writes, "I ani. more and more convinced, as each year rolls round,
that the taste for old-fashioned divinity is becoming less; and I very
much fear that what is taking'its place will not be found very solid when
weighed in the balance of the sanctuary. And what do they give us in
the l)lace ? Something, it may be, more exciting, but nothing that will
satisfy poor, helpless, needy, self-emptied, law-condemned sinners."
Entirely can we endorse these expressions. Yet, blessed be God, He will
not loave Himself without witnesses-faithful mOll that are not ashamed
to declare the whole counsel of God. Woll, such will understand us when
we say how precious is this promise and declaration when brought
personally home and realized in the midst of the people !-" I will give
thee the opening of the mouth in the midst of them; and they shall know
that I am the Lord." Ah, and when the Lord does give the opening of
the mouth and the enlargement of the heart, what a different thing it is
altogether! Such a melting and mellowing is felt, such a complete
nothingness before Him, and an entire surrender of one's will to His!
And no preaching can be i-eally efficacious without this; all else may be
flesh-pleasing, and draw the multitude, but can do no good to the
immortal soul. }fere sentimental ideas over God's Word to a deviltormented sinner is like casting husks to a hungry soul. "To the law and
to the testimony; if they speak not according to this Word, it is because
there is no light in them."
Have you not felt, dear reauer, with us, that the Bible, handled by
some cold and formal theologian, or some sapless professor, has not
seemed like the same Bible? A man of God, after joining us in the
punishment of listening to an Ar~inian preacher, remarked to us, " He
could not have preached out of my Bible; it must have been one of his
own making." The idea is quaint, but we have often felt, from matter
that has been advanced, Well, really it seems not to be a copy of the
same Bible we are fond of poring over. But how different when a Spirittaught servant of God comes forth "lrith the J,Jord's message! Then, "How
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beautiful upon tbo mountains .are the feet of Him that bringeth good
tidings, that publishoth poa<;e; that bringeth good tidings of good, that
publisbeth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth ! "
Then what a meltin~ of heart is experienced, and how real the whole
t.hing appears, whon He tells us of sovereign" grace and mercy" for poor
perishing sinnors; for, to our mind, neither the law of deeds nor the law
{)f faith, so commonly preached, can save us. We can only stand upon
the ground of "mercy and grace;" and our position, if saved at all, may
bo sumllled up thus-a poor unworthy sinner saved in Christ by sovereign" grace and mercy." To such the tidings of the Gospel, preached
by a servant of the Lord faithfully and fully, will be esteemed beyond
measuro; and they will drink in the truth as it is in J osus, to the refreshing and joy of their souls; or, as our passage sweetly conveys it, "I will
give thee [the sent messeng0.1'S of God] the opening of the mouth in the
midst of them; and they i.. to whom the message is sent, suited, ancl
applied] shall know that I am the Lord." And then, furthermore, how
precious is the application of the ""Vord by the Spirit of God
In regeneration 1-" Is not my Word a hammer, saith the Lord?"
Ah, it is; and when its weight is felt it breaks in pieces the rocky heart,
making it susceptible and impressive; so that when the awakened child
of God reads the Word, 011, with what diffel'ent feelings it is! Narrative
which before seemed only narrative now becomes clothed with power;
promises which have an historical bearing, and which he thought only
referred to the Jews, now he finds are directed to him personally as one
of the true Israel of God; and passages in which he saw nothing particular are now pointed and precious; because unfolded by the Spirit of
God. Oh, how then he loves his Bible, and esteems it more to him than
his necessary food! And this love for the Word of God on the part of a
saint is a very blessed evidence of the new birth; it shows how alive he
is to the will and revelation of his God; and he can exclaim with the
Psalmist, "0 how love I Thy law! it is my meditation all the day.
Consider how I love Thy llrocepts; quicken me, 0 Lord, according to
Thy lovingkindness. 'rhy Word is true from the beginning, and every
one of Thy righteous judgments endureth for evor. My soul hath kept
Thy testimonies; and I love them exceedingly." Such will be the outgoings of a soul born again in Christ Jesus; and not merely will there
be a living upon the Word, but there will also be a living conformity to
it: "Order my stel1s in Thy Word, and let not any iniquity have
dominion over me." It will also beeomo his standarcl and stand-point.
Can I do this and,the other that the world finds pleasure in? No, it will
not do; any worldly compromise cannot stand before the purity of God's
Word. I find my enjoyment in reflecting upon that Word; and it is
there, when unfolded and applied, I find my rest, even in Him who is the
sum and substance thereof. A thirst for the Word, then, is a true
evidence of the new birth; indeed, a spiritual child of God eannot live
without it, any more than a natural child can live without nourishment.
It is, in fact, his meat and drink; and wherf:Jas it could be said, "Ye do
err, not knowing the Scriptures," it can now be said, "Ye do rejoice, for
the words that I speak unto you they are spirit and they are life."
Knowost thou not, reader, of this hallowed change? God be praised if
it be so. And then, again, how preoious it is when the application of the
,Spirit is felt
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In tlte hearing of the Word I-when preached by a faithful witness of tho
'truth as it is in Jesus; for, oh, how wretched is a stoical, sentimental
Sabbath! We have been, it may be, to worship, but if the Lord should
ask, " Children, have ye any meat?" the response must be, "No, Lord,
indeecl not." We have been -toiling at prayers, and toiling at singing
hymns, and toiling at educational sermons, and caught nothing; it has
been effort, indeed, in the dark. But, ah! there comes the morning of
hope-Jesus draws near. His blessed voice is heard bidding us to cast
the net on the right side of the ship, eVfln into the depths of His covenant
purposes and promises, into the depths of redeeming love and mercy.
Then how precious is the hearing of the Word-how it comes home!
.And I think I never felt so much of the fulness ofthe Word asin reading,
the other day, that passage-Cl Then said I, Lo I come, in the volwne of
the Book it -is wr'itten of me." Just that expression seemed to convey to our
mind that everything needful for us to know concerning Christ, our
blessed Redeemer, is in "the volume of the Book." Oh! pardon us if we
pen the acknowledgment that we took up the Book and clasped it to our
bosom as the dearest treasure to us, while tears chased one another down
our cheeks as we thought of Him who is the sum and substance of the
Word of God. And, reader, how completely do the apostle's words
·describe our position and pantings !-" That they should seek the Lord, if
haply they might feel after Him, and find Him, though He be not far
from evcryone of us." Yes, we do know what this feeling after Him,
.and sometimes finding Him, in personal realization, is; nay, ever is the
child of God" feeling after Jesus." Oh, it is a blessed evidence of the
new life! A dead soul nevcr feels after Jesus, nor will a dead soul ever
say, "My heart and my flesh cl'ioth out for the living God." It is the
living soul only that longs for living things; it is the second birth that
alone can be productive of "a feoling- after Jesus." Sensitive, too, are
the emotions of the soul after Him, and cut to the quick it is when Jesus
is not honoured. But, when the true manna falls upon the dew, oh,
how satisfying it is! and he feels that he has realized the promise, "The
Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and
make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a
spring of water, whose waters fail not." Oh, for more frequent seasons
of such hearing of the VVord ! And then, further, how precious is the
application of the Word
In prayer! -Well does the Christian know what it is to have his heart
bound and tongue tied in prayer. He lacks feeling, and his prayer
becomes formal and strained. But, when a word comes home with the
bedo\ving influence of thc Holy Spirit, 011, how different it is! As it has
been well said, "Our prayers do but drop out before; now they are
poured out "-the box is broken, and the perfume of the precious ointment rises up around the mercy-seat. The heart is meltecl, and the
goinO's forth after Jesus are strong and sincere. We often think of the
sweetness of Daniel's experience in prayer. In a time of felt need he
had set his face unto the Lord God, and prayed and made his confession
unto Him, and then appealing to Him, "0 Lord, hear; 0 Lord, forgive; 0
Lord,heal'ken and do; defer not, for Thine own sake, my God: for Thy city
and Thy people are called by'rhy name;" he adds, "Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had' seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fiyswiftly, touched me about the timeoftho "veuing
G 2

°

/

68

Tlte Gospel MafJazi1Ze.

oblation," telling bim that be was" greatly beloved," and revealing to bim
tbe intent and purpose of the vision. Oh, what precious personal dealing
with God is such experience! Such seasons, indeed, make us feel the
priviloge and preciousness of prayer. And have there not been times experienccd by us when, looking up in simple faith to the throne of grace,
the Holy Spirit has unveiled our beloved Lord, and we bave felt that in
Him wo have a High Priest, Surety, Forerunner, yea, everything we
need and everything we desire? What a reality there is in such quickeninO'!'
what a lifting up above earth's cares! "Ve must ~cknowledge, alas, the~a
seasons arc not frequent, but there they are, and they stand out as
mementoes of the Lord's acknowledgment that we are His own children~
and wc may even venture to iLffirm that, like Daniel, we are "greatly
beloved." Methinks we heal' the reader exclaiming, "Oh, it cannot be,
that I am greatly beloved; if you knew how unwortby I was, and could
peer into my vile heart, you would not say so." Nay, friend, we cannot peer
into thine heart, but He who can has affirmed, nevertheless, that all His
dear blood-bought ones are" greatly beloved;" and He has proved it,
too, by becoming a ransom for tbem, and shedding His own life's blood
for their salvation; so then, we repeat, that, like Daniel, thou art
" greatly beloved," yea, greatly blessed, and by and by will be greatly
beautified in glory. And, again, how precious is the application of tho
Word
In converse with the Saints.- We love passages of God's Word to come·
to us after this manner. Thinking the other day of the lukewarmness of
Christians, and of how little of the fellowship of the saints we enjoy, and
the difficulty of' meeting with kindred spirits who like to talk of a precious
Christ, these words came powerfully home: "When I would comfort
myself against sorrow, my heart is faint in me;" but the words that
followed seemed such a check and rebuke, "Is not the Lord in Zion? Is
not bel' King in her"t " Oh, yes, we responded, blessed be His name.
Wboever is not true, He is true, and He ever lives the unchangeable
Friend tbat sticketh closer than a brotber. Still, though we have to lament
tbat we get so little of' Christian love and fellowship, and have to say of
some, "Mine own familinr friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my
bread, bath lifted up his heel against me;" yet there are blessed
opportunities when we are privileged to mingle with the heirs of beaven,
and enjoy sweet communion by the "ay.
But how often that worldly word "formality" hinders this hallowed
privilege! And though "one 1'n Glvrist," how Christians seem to live
with regard to one another, as if they were going to different heavens!
Oh, to be drawn iuto closer fellowship with the children of God, so that
we become helpers of each other's joy, and edify one another in love!
Theu, further, it is very blessed to get the application of the Word
lit quiet '/J1cdt'tation in secret witlt Goel I-To open the "'IYord of God and
sit for an hoUl" pondering over it, is at lwesent not the privilege of the
writer. Still, he can readily understand what a boon it must be when.
realized in fellowship with Jesus.
" Thc caIrn retreat, the quiet shade,
With prayer and praise agree,
Ani! seem by Thy sweet bounty made
FOl' thoRe who follow Thee.
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" There, if Thy Spirit touch the soul,
And grace her mean abode,
Oh, with what joy and peace and love
She communes with her God! "
Ah! it is blessed thus to escape from the tempests· of life, and rest in
the Lord; and it is a favoured spot when permitted to bask in the beam
of His smile. Seek such opportunities by all means. Retire as often as
you can from the busy world, and in secret look up to the God of your
salvation. We envy you, with a godly jealousy, such seasons, and when
alone, may. it yet be that you are not alone, but realize the presence of
Him whose you are and whom you serve.
Well, if we cannot gain many opportunities for such quiet meditation
as we have mentioned, it is still blessed to gain the application of the
Word
In the midst of busy life.-Ah, reader, have we not known what it is
sometimes, amidst life's hurry, to snatch a passage, it may be in the
morning of the day, and to go on our way as it were" chewing the cud? "
Such snatches are precious, for really in this age of push and activity, it
seems a difficult matter with some of us to gain even breathing time for
spiritual things. Well, never mind, we are in the appointed lot. If our
breathing moments are heavenwards and upwards, they show us that the
soul is alive and would bask in the sunshine of Jesus's presence if we
could. And it is a mercy for us that a life of activity, be it ever so absorbing, cannot crush out the new life, any more than principalities and
powers can sever our union with Ohrist.
But there is one thing we must mention with regard to "snatched
passages," namely-Have we not, amidst life's hurry, only had time to
glance at a passage and have felt, Ah, that will do; it just suits our
need; and away we g.o comforted under its influence, when, alas, upon
turning to the portion at a more leisure moment, the context has completely upset our notions of the matter, and we have felt discouraged and
disappointed? Still we need not be so ; for, although it is well to weigh the
Word in all its bearings, yet snatched verses may embody the truth
l'ealized, and still contain the substance of many of the promises. The
experience of dear John Bunyan is the most remarkable we can think of
ill connexion with this subject. It occurs in that blessed little work of
his, "Grace abounding to the Ohief of Sinners." He tells us of painful
exercises of soul, which led him to feel that all hopes of ever D.ttaining
life seemed gone, when this sentence fell with weight upon his spirit:
" Look at the generations of old, and see; did ever any trust in the Lord,
and was confounded?" Greatly enlightened and encouraged in his soul, he
speedily searched from Genesis to Revelation to find his passage, but found
it not. He asked one good man after another to tell him where it was in
the Word, but they could not. In this state he continued for above a
year; but at last, casting his eye upon the Apocryphal books, he found it
in EccIesiasticus ii. 16. At first it daunted him; but he became less
troubled when he thought that the sentence was the sum and substance
.of many of the promises, and it was his duty to take the comfort of it.
Well, we cannot gainsay such experience, and we know the Holy Spirit
·.can employ what means it pleases Him to bring peace of soul. Still, we
love to keep within the borders of the inspired VVord, for we feel that
"they are they that testify of our Ohrist." And, then, how especially pre<iious is the application of the Word
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In t!le time of trial ! -We have bean ill at ease: some trial has been too"
much· for human strongth; we have become cast down, yea, well-nigh
desperato; but then comes the applic:ttion of some expressive promise.
Oh, how it has quioted us! The voice of Jesus has been in it, saying,
"Peaco, be still," and the soul has become calmed. Yet how sure it is
in this over-changing scene, that if we go on in anything like peace
for a season, something is sure to occur to bring us into fresh care and
anxiety. Then what should we do if we had not the Scriptures to fly to,
and its procious promises to hang upon, and, above all, our dear Saviour
for a refugo? AmI how blessedly 0' er the ruffled waves of life comes the
quieting word, "Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He will sustain
thee." Ab, midst the pressure of worldly care, how sweet it is to have
the rllY of some covenant promise dart into the soul, and light it up with,
hope an<ljoy-especially so when that care takes the form of a difficulty
out of which we cannot see the way! Oh, then, how blessed it is to
l'eceive from the Lord Himself a g'l'acious assurance that" His arm is not
shortened that it cannot save, nor His oar heavy that it cannot hear! "
Many have been the times in one's past experience when the Word
suited to the need, and applied, has wonderfully cheered us, and what
abundant reason we have to feel assured that it will be so in every fresh
pressure by the way, for, as our past has been with the Lord, so will our
fut1ll'e! Yea, He will guaru and guide until we reach the eternal home
where cares and crosses will be unknown. And, then, speaking of trial,
how blessed is the application of tho Word when
In bodily weakness 1-" They that are whole need not a physician, but
they that are sick;" and there always appears to us to be a great sympathy
between body ancI soul, mind and spirit. Dragged down by suffering,
try what we will, we are little alive to spiritual things, and here it is that
the unchangeable purpose and settled covenant of our God is so cheering.
Our weakness does not make him alter His love; our poverty does not
make Him say He will cast us off. On the contrary, He is so gracious
that it is just the extremity for Him to work his opportunity, and He applies His Word in blessed love-tokons, telling us, "I will never leave'
nor forsake thoo." When the Lord permits, yea, ordains an affliction,
He always comes along with it, and soothes the passage through it with
the sweet solace of the Word. So is it, beloved.
Our tremblings and our tears are all known unto Him, and in love He'
sympathizes with us in our weaknesses and woes, our straits and difficulties, for He is our elder Brother, joined to us in an indissoluble oneness,
so that
'
" Things present, nor things that are now,
Nor all thing'S below 01' above,
Will make Him His purpose forego,
Or sever my soul from His love."
Nor must we omit to refer to the blessedness of the application of tha'
,\Yoru
In berea·v6ment.-It might be that the reader has recently lost same verY'
dear one in the flesh. In mutual love and affection you have lived with
such for yea1'3, and now the gap and the gloom consequent upon that
loss is of such a heart-felt character that you can only weep out your'
feeling3 before the LOl,d. Well, dear afflicted one, He still remains; and
how suitable and soothing are the WOl'ds to the bereaved-" In all their'
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afflictions Ho was afflicted." "Tribulation worketb patience; and patience,
experience; and experience, hope; and hope maketb not ashamed." "For
I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which sball be revealed in us." "For our light
affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory." Ob, may the Holy Spirit apply such
words of comfort to your soul, and may you rest assured that
" God will keep His own anointed;
Naught shall harm them-none condemn,
All their trials are appointed;
All must work for good to them;
All shall help them
To their heavenly diadem."
Lastly, how invaluable will be the application of the Word
In the dying hOler !-Not a few of the Lord's dear children find it impossible to get l'ill of the fear of death. All that can be said :to them
seems of no avail. vVhat is required is, just the application of the suitable Word, and this m.ust rest with the Spirit of God, and His divine relief must be sought. The matter itself is clear enough. For instance,
we feel assured that all the issues of our salvation and everything connected with spiritual life is with the Lord; equally so is it with the
issues of death! "He that is our God is the God of our salvation i" but
not merely this, it is added, and with "God the Lord belong the issues
of death." And, again, in corroboration of the same fact, it is writtenHe who" holdeth our soul in life, and suffereth not our feet to be moved,"
heareth the groaning of the prisoner, and will loose those who are appointed
unto death. So, bC'loved fearful onos, whcn you are appointcd unto death,
dying grace will be manifested, and you will, you may depend upon it,
be loosed from all your captive fears about it. We have soen some who
have had great bondage on account of this droadful thou~ht of death,
and yet when it has come to the reality of the valley itself, have said,
"Is this dying? Oh, what joy! Jesus is more precious than ever."
TIe assured, then, reader, all will be well in a dying hour; "for precious in
the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints." And though" He killeth,
He maketh alive; and though He bringeth down to the grave, He bringeth
up." Oh, then, let us repeat our firm conviction that when the solemn
hour really comes your fears will all vanish, as the needed grace is afforded
and the right promise applied by the Spirit. Well, then, whether it be
in preaching or in praying, at the time of regeneration or in afterwards hearing the vVord, or whether when in converse with the saints
or in quiet meditation alone with Jesus, or in the busy moments of the day,
or whether it be in times of bodily weakness and sorrow, or in the hour of
death-how precious is the Word when applied to the soul by the power of
the Holy Ghost. In conclusion, dear reader, our prayer is-" Oh! thou.
blessed testifier of Jesus, unfold thy word more and more to us. Oh,
let its truths applied give marrow and fatness to our souls, and may a
deeper acquaintance with the revelation of Jehovah's will cause us to become increasingly absorbed in the things of eternity, that we may have
great joy and peace in believing; and when vigour fails, and we have
to lay our heads upon the dying pillow, then, when no longer able to
search the Scriptures," or even to bear to hear them read, then may the
Remembraucer call up some of its gracious promises and po1'tions, that
(l
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they may be our stay and support as we have to e~dure the last fearful
combat with the enemy of our soul-for the last enemy is death; "but
thanks be to God who giveth us the victory, through our Lord and
SavioUl' .Tcsm Christ, to whom be glory and honour now and for evermore, Amen."
lJlanst"ad, 8sse.r.
G. C.

~liIgrim

'apers.

AARON AND THE EPHOD.
a course upon" The Dress of the
nigh Priost," preached by the late Honble. and Rev. SAMUEL W ALDEanAV];, sometime Bishop of Carlisle, at Bm"ford St. Mm"tin, Wilts, on
Ash-,Vednosday, Feb. 25, 1846.J
"7V/lOre/ore, h01ly brethren, pm·tak01"S 0/ the heavenly call-ing, cons-ider the
Apostle ancllligh Priost of our profession, Christ Jesus."-HED. iii. 1.
THE koy to the five books of Moses is to be found in John v. 46. "He
wrote of mc," saith Jesus. At first sight it may seem strange that the
Lord of Hosts should stoop so low as to name the very length and
breadth and hoight of His tabernacle, to fix the very materials of which
the curtains were to be made, to give directions as to the shape of the
table, tho candlestick, and the altar. It may, I say, seem strange that
the Lord of Hosts should name the veq family from which the High Priest
and evory other priest was to bo taken; should give Ql'der for the stuff
and form of thoir vestments, should arrangu the minutest details of their
consecration. It may with truth be said J ehovah would, that from these
things, Ilis people shoulcllearn many lessons. He would have them know,
that it if; tho duty of governors to mako provision for the spiritual wants of
their subj ccts. Again, Hewould have them learn to approach Him with becoming rovoronce: not being less respectful to the King of kings, than
to the fenow mortal who by His providence may rule over us. Again,
He would have them learn that tho o1Tlce of the ministry is not to be
taken by a man uuto himself: he must be " called" thereto " of God, as
was Aaron" (Hcb. v. 4).
All these are great and most important princi.ples, written as with a
sunbeam, upon the ceremonial law, and political history of the Jews.
Yet are these not the ends' for which the law of rites and ceremonies was
given. "Jl.1:oscs spake of me." In every rite, i.n every ceromony, must
we soarch for J osus.
I invito you to join with me in this search, during the wooks of Lent.
Ipl'opose to confine your attention to one person and to one subject.
1'hat porson is Aaron, the high priost, that subject is his dress, as pictured
forth in 'Exodus xxviii. and xxxix. If the Lord Himself be our Helper,
wo shall find the subject a very profitable one. PraJ'erfully hearken to
your pastors' 'instructions, and prayerfully study the passages brought
beforo you. Turn, my dear people, to 2 Peter iii. 1,8. I long to see you
thus (louuly growing.
I. Lot UK ll)ok at Aaron, the high priest of Israel, who as such was an
eminent typo of tho Lord Jesus.
Need I refOl' you to the many passages in which the title of priest or
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high priest is given to Jesus? Psalm ex. 4., Heb. iii. 1.; iv. 14.; vi. 20.
And as Jesus bore the title, so was the work of high priest put upon Him.
It was no empty name-Jesus did, and Jesus does, the work of a high
priest still. The work of the high priest Aaron was twofold. He had to
'0ffer up sacrifices for Israel, and he had to offer incense before the Lord for
Israel. N ow Jesus doth both the!le things for His people. He hath offered
one great sacrifice, even the sacrifice of Himself, for the Ohurch, and ever
since hath He been appearing in the presence of J ehovah on that
'Church's behalf, with sweeter incense than that of Aaron, pleading and
interceding for it.
We shall learn much of the present, the intercessory work of Ohrist
our High Priest from the dress of Aaron,-that dress which he wore at
all times of his ministry, saving only on the one great Day of Atonement.
Let us, however, before we turn our eyes upon that dress, clearly understand what is the present work of Jesus in heaven.
Jesus doth not now sit on His throne simply as the Ruler of all things;
that has been His office from all eternity; but since His ascension into
heaven n, new duty has been added; that duty is, the appearing "in the
prescnco of God" as the High Priest of His ;Ohurch. Thus was it prophesied (Zech. vi. 13), thus does St. Paul assure us (Heb. ix. 24.; vii. 25).
Of nis intercession we have an example in John xvii.
From that prayer we gather that, in His pleadings, the Lerd Jesus will
not have the Father separate His Ohurch, even in thought, from Himself.
" If thou lovest me, I am the High Priest of the Ohurch, (L'hou must
love the Ohurch; if Thou dost cherish me, I am the High Priest of the
Church, Thou must cherish the Ohurch; if Thou dost take me to be with
Thee in glory, I mn the High Priest of the Ohurch, Thou must take that
Chm'ch also to Le with Thee in g-lory."
'VVhat qan 1)0 so cheering to the tempted child of Goll as the simple
fad, that while he is sufl'ering upon earth, his High Priest is pleading for
him ill heaven? Yes, thou mayest be very poor, very sorely tried. Art thou
one of Ohrist's poor, of Ohrist's tried ones-a member of that body of
which we are told, "Ohrist loved the Ohurch, and gave Himself for it?"
WO" the vail rent for thee? Hast thou heard the jubilee trumpet, "Be
'of good cheer?" He pleads for thee (John xvii. !.J, 15, 24). But is His a
,prevailing plea? Doth the Father hear Him as He intercedes for His
'Church? Him the Father heareth always, and it cannot be otherwise;
for rcnect upon the dress in which He is attired,-a dress so glorious,
that His plea must be heard, and must prevail.
IT. Behold the shadow of that glorious apparel, in Aaron's dress, as
'described in Exodus xxxix. If you carefully study this chapter, you will
~,earn, that Aaron, when clad in his holy garments of glory and beauty,
was attired after this sort: Upon his head was the mitre-a turban or
cap made with ample folds of snow-white linen; bound upon the foren'oll t of this mitre by a blue lace, and over his forehead was a plate of
pure gold; upon this plate was engraven, in the Hebrew tongue, "I-lol'l.ness
to tller~ord." Upon Am'on's breast was the breastplate ofjudgment, made
of gol (1, blue, purple, scarlet, and fine- twined linen ; in this breastplate were
set twelve precious stones, engraven with the names ofthe twelve tribes of
Isl'llol. Upon each shoulder was there another precious stone, set in gold,
and bound to his dress by chains of gold. Each of these ~tones had engraven thereon the names of six tribes. Beneath the breastplate was
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the epho<1, a 1'01>0 (II' short coat, made of gold, blue, purple, scarlet,.
and fine-twillOll linen, fastoned by a girdlo of the same ·materials•.
Beneath tilo upholl was the robe of the ephod, a garment of deep blue,
upon tllo 10'1'01' odgo of which were golden bells and pomegranates.
Beneath tho 1'(1)0 of the ephod was the coat of fine linen, and the
girdle of lino 1i nOll.
Truly whon thus attired the high priest of Israel was beautiful; yea,
~lorious to ])ohold; but his beauty and his glory sink into nothing by
the siue of tho JIigh Priest of the Ohurch! Yea more, Aaron's beauty
anu Al1ron's g'lory aro n.:mght, by tho si<1o of the beauty and the glory of'
tho Ohurelt itself, when clad in her best robe, "the Lord our Righteousness."
I trust that wo shall, as we treat of this matter, see how glorious is the
Church; yea, rather, how glorious is her High Priest, for her glory is
borrowed from Him. As the moon shines by the reflecte<1 light of the
sun, hor beauty is not her own; so the Ohurch, fair as the moon, borrows
every ray of light from hor High Priest, "the Sun of Righteousness."
In considering the dress of the high priest we will first examine the
ephod, described in Exodus xxviii. 6, 8, observing two points with regard
to it: 1st, the materials of which it was made; 2nd., the person by whom
it was worn.
1. Tho ephod was mado of g'ol<1, blue, purple, scarlet and fine-twined
linen. liOl'e, thon, wero the most costly of metals, the deepest dyes, the
very purest wLito, all wrought together to make this epho<1 (seo Exodus
xxxix. 3).
"\Ybat was mcant I)y the snow-white linen? Was it not a figure of
the spotlcss righteousness of our IIigh Priest? And may not tLe blue,
purple, ancl scarlet have prefigurcd the preeious "blood of Ohrist"?
while gold, the most precious of metals, may have signifiecl the glorious
Godhead of Emanuol? ·What do we learn by the interweaving of the
white, the blue, purple, scarlet, ancl fine-twined linen ,,:ith gold? Surely
this most weighty lesson, that it is the Goclheacl of J eSllS which gives all
their value to His blood and righteousness.
My doar brothren, you remember who has said, "vVithout shedding of
blood is no remissiun" (Heb. ix. 22). Man had grievously sinned: it
was thereforo needful for the elect people of God, that blood should be
shed for the remission of their sins. None woul<1 suffice, but that of
their High Priost; His blood must be poured out, or they must perish.
Their High Priest undertook from all eternity to succour them. He
undertook to shed His blood for them, and, "when the fulness of time
was come," He did shed it, He did pour it out, even unto death. Here
is a word of comfol't for him whose heart the Lorcl hath opened. Hath
He taught you thatl::l.is law, atTended by your numberless transgressions,
calls for your life-blood? Look to the High Priest, Jesus, the Son of God
(Isaiah hiii. 1, 2). Yes, the priestly garments of our Aaron are dyed in
bloo<1, even" Hi& own blood;" and mark what blood that is-not "the
blood of bulls and of goats," not the blood of mere man, but the
blood of God (Acts xx. 28); and because it is the blood of God, thou art
safe, whosoever thou art, if thou believest. Had it been the blood of
man, even of a sinless man, it had not atoned for thy transgressions.
But, thanks be to God, the gold is interwoven with the purple, the scarlet,
and the blue. 'rho price of this blood is beyond all counting; therefore
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is it enough to atone for all the sins of that countless multitude which
John boheld (Rev. vii. 9). Oh, brethren, l'emember well, that it is the
Godhead of Jesus which puts an infinite value upon His blood, making
it amply suffic'ient even for the countless transgressions of a world.
But wherefore was the snow-white linen added? To signify the spot~
less righteousness of Ohrist. Know, brethren, that the sinner needs
two things: he needs to be cleansed from guilt, he needs to be clothed
with righteousness. Therefore for thirty-three years, from the cradle to
.the cross, did Jesus obey the law; in thought, in look, in word, in deed;
in infancy, in boyhood, in youth, in manhood; at home and abroad,
among friends, and among foes; in sorrow and in joy, in prosperity and
adversity, did Jesus obey the law. He wrought out a spotless righteousness, a righteousness in which neither the children of the world nor their
prince could find any flaw.
This it was which was typified by the fine-twined-linen which was
woven into tho ephod; and it is this which is made over to the poor sinner as soon as he believes. Yes, believer, the blood is thine, and the
righteousness is thine; and hero, too, remember the gold interwoven.
This righteousness is of countless value; it is the righteousness of One
who is God as well as man. " This is His name, whereby He shall b~
called, 'l'he Lord our Righteousl1f!ss" (Jer. xxiii. 6). Had Jesus been
merely sinless man, He would have needed His righteousness for Himself,
but being" Ohrist" "over all, God blessed for ever" (Rom. ix. 5), He
can impart of His infinite righteousness unto him that needeth.
2. But, some may say, surely this is the dress needed by the Ohurch,
rather than by the High Priost of the Ohurch. True, and as we shall see,
the Ohurch horsel f wears this dross; yet is it also worn by her High Priest.
Aaron was tllo representativo of Israel, so is J osus the Representative of
the Ohurch. In Israel's namo did Am'on offer incense; as the Church's
Representative, Jesus interoedes on high. Aaroll offered incense clad in
the ephod of gold, scarlet, purple, blue, and fine-twined linen; so doth
Jesus interoede on high, ever pleading on behalf of His Ohurch the infinite
value of His blood and righteousness. And is not this a truth full of rioh
comfort to His poor, tried people? They have been enabled by graoe to
rest their every hope upon His blood and His righteousness; but, alas!
many are their affiictions, manifold are their temptations, "be of good
cheer," "there is a great High Priest that is passed into the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God;" He pleads for thee, poor believer, He claims to
be heard as thy Representative; He doth not advance any merits by any
deservings of thine, He puts forward His blood shed for thee, His
righteousness wrought out for thee; He claims for thee all the safe keeping thou canst possibly need here, He claims for thee that thou shouldst
at the last be admitted into that heaven where" the wicked cease from
troubling, and" where" the weary are at rest." Nor is His plea ineffectual
the might of J ehovah is exerted to keep thee, the might of J ehovah will
be put forth to glorify thee. Dear people, I would ask each one of you,
in thy private and in thy public prayers, dost thou approach the Lord of
Hosts alone, or does the High Priest, Jesus, the Son of God, go with thee
and speed thy cause? "Know for a surety" that, if thou goest by thyself
alone, thy prayer is an abomination; never will it, never can it, reach the
ears of the Lord' of Sabaoth. May the Lord teach thee, poor sinner,
while yet upon praying ground, this most certain truth of His own word ;.
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then, casting away all confidence in thyself, thou wilt learn to prize that
" strong confidenco " which is built upon the blood and righteousness of
Emanuel. And if, poor contrite one, thou dost feel that there is no help
for thee in thyself, En gel' not, cast thee at once upon the compassion of
the Church's j ligh Priest, plead with Him His own gracious invitations,
and entreat Him to cover thee with His ephod, entreat Him to make thee
partnor in His righteousness, and surely it shall be "unto thee even as
tIlOU wilt;" "Por we have not an High Priest which cannot be touched
wi Lit the feoling of our infirmities; but was in all points temptod like as
"'0 aro, yot without sin.
Let us therefore come boldly unto the till'one of
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need"
\lleh. iv. 15, 16).
A FEW GATHEHED-UP STAMMERINGS AT A BIBLE CLASS
(OF YOUNG AND MIDDLE-AGED WOMEN).
i\.S our time this afternoon is limited, dear friends, I will just ask you
t) consider with me a few verses from 1 Peter v., from verse G, "Humble
yourselves, therefore, under the migltty hand of God." Even since the
last Sabbath that we met here, oh, what cause have -we to "humble
ourselves!" How we, indeed, have "done those things that we ought
not to have done, and left undone those things that w'e ought to
have done!" Humble ourselus I Ah, indeed! in the very dust need we !
Just think, dear friends, what mercies we have been made the recipients of evon during the past week !---and yet how cold, how thankless
our hearts! lIow 11lany-yoa, what thousands-have been in sufferings of
various kinds! Some have been awakened from the tranquil hours of
sleep, to find themselves enveloped in flames of fire !-some struggling in
the boisterous ocean !-some with broken hearts witnessing tho departure
of dear loved ones, leaving life to them as a very blank and desolation !some gasping for breath, and sinking into eternity--unprcpa1 ed to meet
their Maker and their Judge! while we I-here are we-the living, to
praise Him!
Dear friends, do we praise Him? or need we not indeed "humble ourselves" for om' vile ingratitude?
"Humble yourselves thorefore, under the mighty !W}K{ of God!"
Oh, what a mighty power !-poor, sinful, dependent creatures that we
are. Oh, how soon could this "mighty hand" crush us !
We
breathe now, it is true-l breathe this breath-but the very next
breath that sustains my life may be withheld-cannot be given, unless He,
that" Mighty Power" Himself give it. Dear friends, may we all indeed
humble ourselves under this "mighty hand of God," "that He may
,exalt us in due time." "He that humbleth himself shall be exalted.'"
Not exalted, perhaps in this life,-no! for God generally sees it kind to
keep His children poor"POOl' and affiicted, Lord, are Thine,
Among the great unfit to shine-"
But their exaltation is a high and holy one! "Hei'rs of God, and joint
heirs with Christ "-foreordained to live and reign with Him, who is
" exalted [t l'rinco and a Saviour." "Casting all your care upon Him."
I have been led to bring this blessed portion of God's word before you on
.account of this verse: "Castin« all your care upon Him." Yesterday, I
o
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had passed a very trying day, and in the evening I was well-nigh pressed
down with can. I had two dear ones suffering very much-both werevery ill. I felt indeed the force of the words we considered last Sunday:
"Neither know we what to do, but" (ah, this" btd! ")-" but our eyes are
upon Thee." Thank God, He heard my cry, and to-day they are much
better. Well, when I went to bed, I tossed about, as some of you dear
friends, kno~ what it is, w~en the mind is ~istressed, a~d the poo~' body
weary and SICk. In the mIdst of these tossmgs and wakmgs from feverish
dreams and sad forebodings, these words dropped with soothing power
into my poor heart, "Casting all your care upon Him," or as one said "If
you have not strength to cast it, 1'01l it." Aud then I thought I ;mlst
bring these sweet ;vords ~efol:e yo.u, dear friends, at this Bible-class,
hoping that by God s blessmg It mlght encourage you who have cares
(and who among you have not?) to cast all upon Him. Aud why?
Oh, blessed assurance that follows, "Fol' IIe cal'ot!. f01' you." "Cast
thy burden upon the Lord, and He will sustain thee."
,< 0 Lord, how ha,ppy should we he
If we could cast our care on Thee;
If we from self could rest,
... And feel assured that One a,bove,
In perfect wisdom, perfect love,
Is working for the best."
"Be sober "-that is, be steady, be thoughtful-" be vigilant "-that
is, be watchful, have all your eyes about you. And why? Ah, why?
" Because yonr ndvr-rsary, the devil, goeth about as a roaring lion seekinob
whom he may uevour"-"whom he 1nrl.,! devour." Yes, dear' friends
there's our morcy; he cannot devour us, if we are Gorl's cllildren. I be1iev~
that the devil is very near to us; nearor than many of us imao-ine' but
our mercy is that God is still nearor: "Ho is on my right ha~d, that I
shall not fall." Bnt what are we to do whon wo hoar tllO roaring of the
lion? "Whom resist stedfast in the faith"-not stop and parley with him,
but "resist stedfast in the faith" "Hesist the devil, and he will flee
from you "-" kn~wing that th,~ san~e affliction~ are accomplished in your
brethren that are 111 the world.
Yes, dear f!'londs, the same afflictions!
And even Jesus, that spotless One-how tempted was He! But at the
words, "Get thee hence, Satan," "the devil left Him, and behold anO'els
came, and ministered unto Him !" .
""
"But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto His eternal glory
by Christ Jesus." lJs? Whom does the Apostle mean by us? 'Vhy
those whom He " hath called," "chosen in Christ "-those who are mad~
"new creatnres," who are" born again," who have" passed from death
into lile! "
Dear friends, just tMnk. Are YOlt amongst the "1IS" so pointedly
noticed in this verse? Have YOlt been" born again?" Have you boen leel
to hate sin ?-to "repent and abhor yourselves in dust and a3hes ?"_
You may belong to a Bible-class, and it gladdens my heart to see you all
ass0mbled together for the purpQS0 of' considering this best of bo01l"s.
but, dear friends, you know religion must be l'eallleart work.
'
"To see sin smarts but slightly;
To own, with lip confession,
Is easier still ;
But oh! to feel cuts deep-beyond expression 1"
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Yes, religion mnst be in the heart, not in the head. There's plenty in
the head now-a-days-aye, and on the head too! Ah, dear friends, yOli
may well laugh ; and were it not for the seriousness of the subject, one
could join you in seeing the ludicrous figures that appear in our so-called
sanctuaries. Oh, it makes the heart sicken to witness these poor fine
bodies in our places of worship. 'You may think me singular, but I do
feel gravely on this subject; and, looking upon members of churches dressed
up so gaily in the latest ridiculous and unbecoming fashions, I cannot
help sighing, and all alone, as it were, looking up, and saying, "Oh
Lord, is it possible that Thy grace can dwell under so much folly and
vanity?""
This reminds me of a poor Christian man whom I knew very well.
After going to a little chapel, and hearing (I think) Thomas Hardy, 'he
was asked how he had enjoyed the service. " Very well," said he, "only
it seemed all put out of my head because of that girl sitting before me
with a flower-pot on her head-such lots of fine feathers, and flowers all
round the place-bad sile! bad sile where them things grow!" Bad
soil, indeed, we are inclined to echo.
Dear friends, I often wish there were a few Christian women
bold enough to set an example of neatnesss and consistency in this
matter. 'Vhy shouldn't you members of this Bible class form yourselves into a little band or committee; follow the precepts of this Bible,
which teaches us not to be conformed to this world, and distinctly tells us
the" ornaments" that God would have us to wear, and which in His
sight are of " great price? "
Think of this, dear friends, will you? "And may God give you understanding in all things." "But the God of all grace, who !lath called 1tS unto
His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered awhile,
make you perfect (perfect only in Christ Jesus), stablish, strengthen,
settle you." We often hear about persons being settled.
"When I'm
settled, I shall do so-and-so, and be so-and-so." Dear friends, is it
not rather an 1tnsettling? And here I must say a word to you, doar young
friends, who are thinking of being settled; to speak plainly, or thinking of
being mmY1'erl" Well-if "in the Lord," it is well; but what does this
Book say about being" unequally yoked with unbelievers?" Oh, look
to it will you that are in this position? ask the Lord to go before you and
guide you in this important step. If you are His child, and turn a deaf
ear to His counsel, how sad your case. If you are His child, bitter
indeed will be your self-reproaches; and though He may lead you "with
weeping and supplication," causing you to cry, "I will return unto my
first Husband," yet will you smart with broken bones, perhaps, all the
days of your embittered life!
Oh, what poor, weak, foolish creatures we are if left alone for a moment! What a mercy that a Ref1tge has been provided!
"What is a refuge ?-The poor shipwrecked, tempest-tossed sai.lor will
tell you. Oh, how reviving to his poor, weary, exhausted frame must be
to him the sight of a refuge, and to feel the hand extended to draw him
.out of his perishing, sinking condition r But oh, dear friends, think of
~Ui' Refuge!
"Other Refuge have I none." May this Refuge, thi.s
,J esus, be yours.
May you experimentally know something more of
this deep love of Jesus!.
,. '£ho love of Jesus what it is
None but His loved ones know."
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What a very sweet and striking word we find at the end of this blessed
Book: "Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to anot,her."
Dear friends, do you, members of this Bible-class, "speak often one to
another?" not about the ordinary news-not what this or that person
,says or does-but of what God hath done for your souls? Is this" fear,"
this love of God, the chief topic of your conversation when you meet
together, so that you are constrained to say, "Did not our heart (one
heart, not hearts) burn within us when He talked with us by the way?"
"And the Lord hearkened." What amazing condescension! Only think,
·dear friends, is that mighty God even now hearkening and hearing us?
" And a book of remembrance was written before Him for them that
feared the Lord, and that th~ugld upon His name" (Mal. iii. 16).
Dear friends, this subject is too much for us; yet, just look a little
farther, "They shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when
I make up my jewels!" Yes; the Lord deigns to call such His Jewels!
We have but time to return to our last verse, "To Him be glory and
·dominion for ever. Amen."
Deal.
R. C.

A FEW REMARKS UPON THE QUESTION, HOW CAN 'fHE
S'fATEMENT IN HEB. X. 14 BE RECONCILED WITH
PAUL'S ADMONITION, IN 1 COR. IX. 24, WHERE HE
SAYS,"SO RUN THAT YB MAY OBTAIN?"
TIED. X. 14, AND 1 COR. IX. 24.
IN the context of Heb. x. 14, we find the contrast drawn between the
many sacrifices which couM never make perfect, and the one offering
,for ever, in which there was complete perfection. The greatest sacrifice
under the law, viz., that on the Day of Atonement, is particularly specified;
but this necessarily carries with it all the daily sacrifices by the priests
standing daily ministering; but Jesus having offered the one sufficient
offering, now sits, i.e., rests within the veil, which is rent in twain, and
the way to the mercy-seat thrown open Cv. 19). "They that are sanctified"
must be the same as in Heb. ii. 11, viz., the" bretltren," the "children,"
whom the Father hath given to Christ. It is these whom Jesus hath
perfected by His one offering, i.e., He has accomplished for them the
end He had in view; and, therefore, as afterwards said, "Their sins and
iniqnities will I remember no more." And," There remains no more
offering for sin;" for none is required or will be accepted on their behalf.
In Hob. x. 14, there is no reference to the santification of the Spirit,
although it necessarily follows that Jesns will send the Holy Ghost from
the Father to quicken, teach, and comfort all whom He hath purchased
with His own blood.
In 1 Cor. ix. 24, who are the ve mentioned? Now, whilst I readily
allow that the greater part of the chapter, both before and after the text,
may have an especial reference to the ministers of the Gospel, I do not
think that verse 24 lias. At the same time, ministers are not exclnded
from this verse, for the Apostle at once goes on to apply the case to himself. Those to whom the exhortation is given are not the world-the
('.I;terns: bnt, if we turn to this epistle, or letter, we fmd that it is the
Church of God who are saints, being" sanctified in Ohrist Jesus," who are
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brought to call on Jesus Christ their Lord. Those who are thus privileged
are, then, the manifestod children of God, on whom the Lord works to will.
and to do. It is not the ungodly who are told to run that they may
obtain, but the godly, to whom the end is secured. The passage is
capahlo of a twu-fold .interpretation : 1st, by way of contrast; in an.
earthly race tho one who obtains cxchulcs all others from obtaining.
But, in the Christian's race, one does not exclude another; and they are,
theroforo, so to l'Un, as keeping this in remembrance (see particularly
2 'f'im. iv. 8): "Unto all them also that love His appearing." 2nd,
the onc may be taken to mean Christ Himself, who secures the crown for
all that are His. The words" cast away," in the last verse, is the same
as "'l'ejJi'obate" elsewhere; and also "rejected," in Heb. vi. 8, and
does not mean the common idea of reprobate. The Greek word is a
negative one., and means not apJJ1'oved, 01' found wanting. Now, I conceive
all that the Apostle means is, that he had the fear of God in his heart,
and found it "a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death"
(Prov. xiv. 27). He 'was therefore not slothful, and did not despise themeans which God had ordained unto the end.
I thing if these passages be thus carefully considered, it will he seen
that we may gloriously link them together; for tile One who has received
the prize encourages His own redeemed ones to persevere in overcoming,
that they may share with Him in that which He has obtained (Rev. iii. 21).
The viow I have boen led to take of Heb. x. 13, somewhat differs from
the usual interpretation; yet I cannot but think that it follows from a
right view of the perfection. Whilst it may be true that Jesus is
expecting the final destruction of His enemies, and this will be for
His glory (as in Ps. cxxxvi.); yet I would rather take a Gospel view of
the verse. His people are enemies to Him until the arrow goes forth
from His Gospel-bow (Ps. xlv. 5), and then He raises them up from
their low estate, and possesses their hearts (gates, Gen. 22), where Heexercises judgment.
The footstool of Solomon's throne was of gold, and part of the throne'
(see also 2 Chron. ix. 18), and perhaps some other places as well. Whilst
Jesus sits, is He not expecting the salvation of all His elect? And when
their number is accomplished, He will again stand to present them with.
Himself.
J. W. G.

A WORD OF COUNSEL.
tho wave, Christian, when it is strongest;
'Vatch 'for the day, Christian, when the night's longest;
Onward and onward, still be thine ondeavour;
The rest that rcmainoth will be for ever!
Fight the fight, Christian; J eSlls is o'er thee;
Run the raoe, Christian; heav'n is before thee;
He who hath promised flattol'eth never,
Tho love of eternity flows on fa)' eve/'.
Lift the eye, Christian, just as it oloseth;
Raiso the heart, Christian, ero it reposeth ;
'l'HEE from the love of Christ NOTHING shall sever;
:l\fount when THY work is done-"pntise Him for eve)',"
BREAS'l'
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FOLLOWING· HARD:
"Jlly soul followeth hard' after Thee: Thy rigltt hand' upholdeth' me."PSALM lxiii. 8.
IN this very precious Psalm are described many of the exercises, trials,
and changes w.hich the quickenAd people of God are subject to. David
found by heartfelt experience that the' path of his earthly piJgrimage was
one of tribulation. But, in the midst of all his· difficulties and doubts, he
found a secret something in his heart, which kept him from despair.
Though the dark shade of his manifold transgressions hung heavily upon
his spirits, and the lowering cloud of cross prO'vidences wrung many a
bitter cry from his heart, yet hope, sweet hope, still fluttered its trembling
wings and sought in the gloom for one ray, however faint, that might be
. of heavenly satisfaction, from the smiling face- of his own covenant God.
May God be with us, and bless, us with the sweet consciousness of His
tender love and care over us in our hours of deepest trial. Blessed Spirit,
apply Thine own te"timony with power to our hearts. We notice
1st. David's exercises and desires as set forth in this Psalm.
2nd. The object of Da.vid's longing-Cl Thee."
3rd. The difficulties he encountered-"Hard."
4th. 'rhe secret of his perseverance-Cl Thy right hand upholdeth me."
1st. We' notice David's exercises and changes as set forth in the Psalm.
Just look at the first verse'. Oh, what a fund of deep experimental truth!
How w911 it agrees. with the whole of those scriptures which set forth the
heartfelt trials of God's poor children. Ofteu in their feelings they are·
at a long distance from God, and question whether God has anything. to
do with them in a way of grace or not. But is it not a gbrious fact that
there is no trial, temptatiull, or tribulation so fierce, no way, work, or wa-rfare so desperate, as to bring the child uf God to say that he has nothing.
to do with God? Mark you this diffurence. lie will wonder oftontimes
how God can have to do graciuusly with him; aye, and will come to the
conclusion that God has forsaken and forgotten him; but, though iniquities
prevail and fainting hope almost eXlJires, yet the sigh heaven,ward heavetl
the troubled breast, and the heart, surcharged with bitterness, eagerly
seeks, desires, and plaintively enquires after the only Object which can tmly
satisJy a living soul. We have this dearly described in Song of Sol. iii.
1-3. The bride,. during a season of darkness,.temptation, and conflict,
dissatisfied with every thing around her, seeks for the company and intel'course of her life, hor light,. her love. Mark her' enq)1iry: "Saw ye
Him whom my soul loveth?·" The ausence of Jesus was felt, and
no company but His would truly satisfy. The sense of desertion is
strikingly set forth in Isaiah xlix. 13-15. Though the Lord had revealed
His loving-kindness in a remarkable manner, and had given assurance
after assurance of His mercy,'and had adillinistered His comforts, yet Zion
saith, "The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me."
Is not faith and hope at a low ebb here? But see, love, in spite of every
difficulty, manifests itself. Zion feels herself forsaken, but is forgotten 'by
her OIVIl Lord; for she says, "My Lord." Zion's God and King, amid.the
desolation and gloomy solitude of Calvary, went through the same experience. 'When the dark cloud of His Church's transgressions gathe~'ed
thickly over Him, and the approving tlmile of His Father was withdrawn,
then the deep, wild wail of desertion broke from His sacred lips, and frulll
II
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,the unknown agony of His heart :" My God, my God, why hast Thou for6Bken me.?" Oh, do notice and mark well those two first words, especially the first, "My God." In fellowship with Jesus desertion will be
folt, but, assuredly as it is fellowship with Jesus, even in moments of the
greatest montal darkness and spiritual anguish, the soul can never give up
altogothor its identity with the Lord. Now David's exp81'ience as expros-wc] in tho first verse of this Psalm, is based upon this glorious fact.
no souglit for His own covenant God while in the midst of a barren land
without water. The land was not only barren, but the skies were dark
also. David felt he Could not take a single step safely alone. He wanted
li~ht j he needed a guide. Notice Ins resolve, "Early will I seek Thee."
'l'hoso words have been wrung from their context and used to teach
.a somothing they never contained. That prolific theme for -religious and
Sunday-school Magazines, "early piety," has been and is attached to
thcse words. But where do we find "early piety? " Go to the houses
of the most flourishing professor3 of religion, live there a week or two,
and I will be bound to say that, whatever your views in favour of early
piety may be, you will then be sadly undeceived. "Early piety" is a cant
phrase of simpering pretext, but early hypocrisy is a terrible fact to Israelites indeed in whom there is no reserve. What, then, are weto understand
by these words: "Early will I seek Thee?" Look at a corresponding expression in tho 46th Psalm. Speaking of the Church and people of God
as secure, but tried, in the midst of a world of sin, disorder, enmity, and
l;Jonfusion, the Psalmist says: "God is in the midst of her; she shall
not bo moved: God shall help her, and that right early." Now, if we
consult the marginal rendering, it reads thus, "God shall help her when
the morning appeareth." Oh, what volumes do these words contain to
anxious waiting souls! Dark and dreary nights must be passed when
the soul can only watch and wait for the day's return.
,( My soul
waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch for the morning" (Psalm
-cxxx, 6). Oh, how dark when Satan raises the vapours and clouds of sin,
unbeli.ef, corrupt affections, and worldly desires! how weary the dry amI
barron land of temptation and desertion! But see, as assuredly as God
has given His poor child to feel the pitchy darkness which onvelopes his
. tent in the wilderness, so assuredly shall He help, defend, and comfort
when the morning of His appearing cometh.
The blessed Book gives us several illustrations of this. Look at that
·one in Exodus xiv. 24-27. The children of Israel are in straits, alld
know not what to do, the Egyptians are in hot pursuit, but" in the morning
watch the Lord looked unto the host of the Egyptians through the pillar
of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians.'" Israel's
enomies and persecutors are dismayed and destroyed, while the redeemed
of the Lord carol forth their songs of deliverance with joy and gladness.
In the break of the morning God looks. Oh, who can stand before His
gazo! He looks destruction upon the enemies of His people, but mercy
and sweot dellverance upon His own. We are acquainted with that part
of JJ ozelciah's life, when Sennacherib, king of Assyria, sent his blasphemous lot,tor by the hand of Rabshakoh, demanding Hezekiah with all Israel
to SU1)1l1it to his yoke. Hezekiah did the best and wisest thing he could
do undor (lto cit'cumstauces; he made no preparati.on, he mal shallocl not
,his forcos, OU t ho wont up to the house of the Lord and sproa<l tlle L,tter
..b efore IIilll. What was the result? "Then the angel of the Lord went
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Ill'! It, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore

IIfl li ve thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they
woro all dead corpses (Isaiah xxxvii. 36). Oh, what a God is ours! The
day is His, the night is His; He prepares the light and the sun in his
going forth. And how blessed it is after dark, gloomy seasons to see the
clear, pale light of the bright morning star which is but the forerunner of
the rising of the Sun of Righteousness" with healing in His wings!" The
world's frown must be encountered, clouds upon clouds of enemies, spiritual
and natural, will appear to distress and try our hearts, but Jehovah-Jesus
will appear and chase every earth-born and hell-born fear from our minds.
" As Jesus in covenant love did engage,
A fulness of grace to display;
The powers of darkness in malice may rage,
The righteous shall hold on his way."
The Psalmist longed to see Jehovah's power and glory in His own
person in the sanctuary. This is what every truly taught child of God
longs for. Why God's power? Because his own fancied strength was
gone; he had no power of himself to help himself; his strength was
weakness itself. He, like Paul, gloried in his weakness and infirmity,
that the power of Ohrist might rest upon him. Why God's glory?
J3ecause Jehovah had stained all his pride, marred all his beauty, and
divested him of all boasting and self-glorying. David O1:ies, "Thus will
I bless Thee, while I live." Mark that, "while I live." During the whole
of his life? No, he knew better. Like his brother Paul, in after days,
he was in " deaths oft." Seasons of spiritual deadness were not strange to
David's experience, as we can see from his almost incessant cry for divine
quickening: "My soul cleaveth unto the dust: quicken Thou me according
to Thy word." vVhat a firm foundation for his hope-Jehovah's word!
This caused him to look up in the darkness and deadness which enveloped
his soul, and declare, "Thou, which hast shewed me great and sore troubles,
shalt quicken me again, and shalt bring me up again from the depths of
the earth." vVhen divine quickening is experienced by the sweet kisses of
His mouth, and the l'eviving cordials of His grace, then the soul can and
does bless and praise His holy name.
David's religion was not only
for the lig'ht, but for the dark; not to bloom and flourish in public, and
to wither in private; he carried it to bed with him. God gave him to
know this. 011, what exercises he experienced on his bed! Which of
God's childron have not? But let us now consider,
2nd. The object of David's longing-" Thee." "My soul followeth hard
after Thee."
Nothing could satisfy the desire of David's heart but God Himself.
He had a heart for God; and oh, \vondrous mercy, he had God for his
heart, but he reali7.ed not His presence and power. This begat restlessness and sooking. Let us look abroad in the world for a moment. What
are men generally seeking? Pleasure, fame, reputation, l'ichos, a name
n the earth. \Ve find this wherever we go. Man, unregenerate man,
will have something else than God. The religious man will have his creed,
his sect, his prayers, his faith, his 7.eal, his bible. Notice this, thousands
have gono down to hell that way. What are all the appliances of religion
to my heart without God? nothing but deception and delusion. l3lessings
may abound, but, if the Blesser be not in them, what are they to me?
E:2
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·Theyare so many burdens which my poor, proud nature cannot carry.
But there are "exceeding great and precious promises i" why not rest
upon them? Rest upon them! Without the faithful Promiser, they are
but so many words to make my heart ache.
This may seem strange, yet
so it is, the heart will ache for His presence whom it truly loves. Tell
me, ye who know Him, is not His presence your joy, and His absence
your misery? Do you not want Him-Him Himself-to whisper pardon
and forgiveness to your anxious hearts? by the power of His Spirit to apply
Ilis preciol.ls all-cleansing blood to your sin-distressed souls to? reveal
Himself to you as your own Brother, Saviour, Husband, and God? "That
I may know Him," was the prayer of the deeply-taught Paul. " With
Him," is inscribed by the Spirit of the living God on the heart of every
sinner in living union with J ehovah.
"Thou must save, and Thou alone."
3rd. Wa now coma to dwell shortly on the difficulties David encountered in follo"ing after God, which made the following" hard" to
him. Yes, it is hard work to follow after God, in the face of a world at
enmity with God; a devil at c:onstant war with Him, a deceitful heart
which will never believe Him, and cowardly self, which will not acknowledge Him. The knowledge of this makes the pilgrim of Zion toil and
groan, as he plods his weary way up the narrow and steep ascent to his
rest up yonder.
The soul longs to breathe forth its desires into His ears, but the flesh is
weak, language is tame, is wanting. The redeemed one would sing and
give thanks, but Satan's temptations, insinuations, and injections, distract the mind. L0ve would burn brightly, fllrvently, but the vapours of
corruption are oftentimes so thick that the pure flame cannot break forth.
Communion with God and diligence in His service is eagerly sought. but
imperfections, trips, failures, and falls are experienced i the heart would
bound with love towards Him, who "has delivered, who does deliver, and
whom we trust will yet deliver i" but the world with its cares, and our
poor minds with their passions and tempers, hinder our progress to Him.
Our poor unbelieving hearts are continually looking on the conflicting
soones wmch surround us, and it is only when the waters of adversity are
entering into our very mouths, that we cry from the depths of a troubled
neart, "Lord, save me!" Ah! you may depend upon it, this is hard
work. "Lord, I am oppressed, undertake for me," is the soul's cry.
" Without me, ye can do nothing," is the testimony of Jesus Himself.
We have a striking illustration of this in the case of the disciples whom
Re sent away in a ship, while He went into a mountain alone to pray.
lie saw them toiling in rowing, for the wind was contrary unto them.
See Jesus on the mount of intercession, "while His poor weary children
are. tossed about with every adverse wind and wave; and while He lives
they must be safe. He will soon come from the mountain top, and bless
His toiling ones with the full realization of that peace and quietness
which He deals to them in measure here.
4th. 'No glance briefly at the secrets of the saint's perseverance in the
followin~ hard after God: "Thy right hand upholdeth me."
,<Vere it
not for Jellovah's unseen hand, supporting and strengtheniug, the soul
would assuredly give up, and fail altogether i but what a rich and un'peakable m61·c,)' we llave here: " Thy right hand upholdeth me." The
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right hand of J ehovah is symbolic, a figure of speech used by the Holy
Gllost, to show forth the power and virtues of J as us in saving sinners
from sin, self, death, and hell. "The right hand of the Lord is exalted,
the right hand of the Lord doeth valiantly" (Ps. cxviii. 16).
This
is a doscription of Jesus, who, having accomplished salvation, now lives,
and intercedes for His people. In His risen life is secured their salvation
out of every trouble, trial, and difficulty. The P~almist knew this, hence
his prayer, "That Thy beloved may be delivered; save with Thy right
hand, and hear me " (Ps. Ix. 5). Yes, as salvation was accqmplished by
Jesus, so must it be applied by the Spirit of Jesus; and, oh, what a
mercy to know that all my ways, and all my wants, and all my joys, are
in the right hand of J ehovah, a risen and exalted Saviour! This settles
for ever the foolish notion, that we can order and arrange our own
spiritual affairs. Hew simple to think that we can take up God's grace,
and lay it down when we like. It is our mercy to know that it is not so,
for He in whose hand are all our ways and works, in the planning and
performance of them, has declared" that having begun the goo(i work in
us, He will perfoxm it unto the day:o£ Jesus Christ."
Sunk in sin and sorrow, a child of God may be, but beyond reach of
grace divine, never; for" underneath are the everlasting arms." This is
the secret of the saint's perseverance.
" None shall pluck thee
From the Strength of Israel's hands."
Staveley.
T. B.

"EVEN SO, FATHER."
WrrEN our Lord Christ was upon earth we read, concerning His true
humanity, that He hungered, He thirsted, He wept, He sighed, He
groaned, He cried, He was sorrowful, was amazed, was weary; but
only once throughout the records of His holy life we read that He
rejoiced: "In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I tHank
Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes:
even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight" (Luke x. 21).
What wonderful matters for rejoicing this one verse contains! How
opposed to our sinful humanity-our natural conceptions of the character
of God !-and how completely at variance with the opinions of the majority
of professors in our own day! Christ, in these few words, expresses His
thanks, with a rejoicing spirit, to the Father: "For Thou hast hid these
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes."
Here we have the character of God made known by the Son, who came forth
from the bosom of the Father. The revelation of divine love and truth
to the babes we can receive, and, it may be, rejoice in also; but, to get
into the spirit and meaning, with all their solemnity, of these words"I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid
these things from the wise and prudent "-requires "the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost,"
to enable a poor child of GQli to add, " Even so, Father, for so it seemed
good in Thy sight." But,.y some, these words were uttered by Christ,
who was God as well as man j He could ,say what His creatures cannot,
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This is partially true; but not in this case, for, in the next verse, we read
'that: "All things are dolivered to me of my Father: and no man
knoweth who tho Son is, but the Father; and who the Father is, but the
Son, and lw to WllOll! the Son will reveal Him;" so that the character of God
and the person of the Son are matters of revelation; and the God that
the Son makos known is a God who It'ides, and reveals. "It is the glory of
God to conceal a thing" (Prov. xxv. 2). It is also" according to His good
pleasure which He hath pUl'posed in Himself," that He makes known to
us the mystery of His will" (Eph. i. 9). But, say some, "This is a
hard sAying; who can hear it?" and so it is; but the fact remains.
Tllo world is divided into two sorts-those from whom divine light is
hidden, and those to whom it is revealed; and the answer the Apostle
gives is, " 'rhe election hath obtained it, and the rest wero blinded." 'fo
this we can only say, "Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight."
But, we take the case of those who are regenerate, and enjoy a
personal sense of interest in Christ. Yet, they cannot receive this truth,
because their eye turns, in natural affection, to dear relatives, who are
" dead in trespasses and sins;" they cannot bear to behold a hiding God,
though they know He has been, in their case (and quite as hopeless), a
revealing God. Now, to begin with, God may have purposes of mercy
for them, though there is no appearance of it at the present time. They
may be secretly loved of God, and preserved in Christ, to be called by the
Spirit. Next, though prayer does not alter God's purposes, yet, if the
spirit of supplication be vouchsafed, this is oftentimes the forerunner
of blessing. But, not unfrequently, mistakes are made between the
prayer of the Spirit and the prayer of natural affection only. The tender
ties of life that cling round our hearts leael us to speak to our best
:Friend of those whom we love best in this world. They form our happiness here, and we desire for them happiness hereafter. So their case we
carry to God in the arms of affection-if not in the power of the Spiritand our prayers return unto our own bosom, if not into theirs. Every
person and thing that gives us opportunity to approach God is a favour,
and out of it all springs blessing-; but the best spot beneath the sun is,
when a child of God can say, "Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in
Thy sight." All the Lord's people shall be saved with a certain salvation. They may be hid" in the corner of a bed in Damascus," but they
are not hidden from that God who says, "I, even I, will both search my
sheep and seek them out." Dut, to fret against God's decrees, and to nurse
rebellion against the sovereignty of God-who hides from some, and reveals
to others-is very plain proof that such have not attained to " the mind
of Christ," who rejoiced in spirit, in full view of God's almighty power,
as Maker and Sovereign Ruler of the world, "to choose some and leave
others," and said, "I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that
Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed
them unto babes: even eo, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight."
But here we see Christ as the God-man Mediator, in divine perfection,
accomplishing all the purposes of Jehovah for His elect, and standing
as their Surety and Representative, and Law-fulfiller in such sort that,
whereinsoever they fail, there He stands, in all the completeness of Deity
and perfection of' humanity, made of God unto His Church" wisdom, and
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." What blessed comfort
for poor tI'ied guilty souls, who feel thoy cannot reach this point, "Even
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so, Father," to know that Jesus reached it for themi an<f!in His doings
they stand accepted!
But there are many things which try the people of God to the core,
wherein they are unable to say, "Even so, Father:" The doctrines of
grace are oftentimes a weary burden to a regenerate soul. Carnal
an.nity to the truth is so strongly rooted iu our nature-and the influence
uf erroneous teaching is so powerful--that it is through fire and blood,
mentally, believers have to travel before they can walk about Zion, "tell
the towers thereof, mark her bulwarks, consider her palaces," and then
rejoice in spirit with the great Head of the Church, who said, "Even
so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight."
But again, the pathway of the saints is encompassed with difficulties
of various kinds. There are temporal crosses which call out the evils of
our vile nature-that make the believer question every step of the past,
and stir up a spirit of resistance in the heart, instead of submission to
Gud. If the promise be delayed, or, to all appearance, die, the poor sO-ul
cries out, q Hath God forgotten to be gracious? Is His mercy clean
gune for ever?" 0,. the bitter thoughts that arise in the mind when
tllere seems no way of escape, and the thing dreaded seems ready to come
tu pass! But God, "who raiseth the dead," can cause faith to spring up
ill the soul, and submission to fill the breast. The case of the three
young Jews, when the fiery furnace awaited them, is left upon record for
the encuuragement of God's saints in all ages. They testified to the
power of G.od, that He was able to deliver them. But it was a far higher
act of faith when they were enabled to say, "But, if not!" This is parallel
with our blessed Lord's-words, "Even so, Father." It may not be God's
purpose to deliver His people from dreadeJ. trial, but it is the privilege
of (lod's saints to have to do with One who can turn the curse iuto a
blessin~, and brillg good out of evil.
Mau's motto is, that" prevention is better than cure;" but God does
not act accorJing to human rules; He permits certain things to befall
ilis people, as in the case of Job, for the manifestations of His own
glory, for the humiliation of His children, and that the power of His
grace may be seen, sometimes by others, aud sometimes by themselves.
\Ve say aclvisedly sometimes, for" God will give no account of His matters."
As a tlovereigu, He acts in accordance with His sovereignty, and" He
doeth according to His will in the army of heaven, a-nd among the inhabitants of the earth." To teach submission, not as a slave, but as a child, is
the objeut and end of all God's dealings with His elect: "Before I was
affEcted, I went astray; but now have J learnt Thy word." And the
learning consists in this-" To submit to the righteousness of God," in
dealing with us ~s His wisdom sees best. This brings down a murmuring,
reuellious, peevish spirit, and with a will in unity with His will, the cry
no long'er is: "Not so, Lord," but, "Even so, Father."
But, say some, when people hear of a hiding and a revealing God,
and feel they are uncertain about their state, is it not likely to depressnay, to lead to despair? Many talk in this way of God's truth as if the
God of truth were incapable of preserving the people that He has chosen
unto life eternal. But,. of those despairing Ones that people seem so
timid about, the state of the case is simply this. There are very few,
after all, who are really anxious about their souls, and fewer stil'l who are
brought to the point of despondency. '1'he great bulk of professors take
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'up religion as a very easy thing; they slide into a profession upon a
trifling degree of anxiety, and a large share of hilarity with "the mul'titude that keep holyday" ; but when God lays" judgment to the line,
,and righteousness to the plummet "-" when He searches Jerusalem with
candles," and commands the Man with a measuring line in his hand, to
,see what is the" bread th thereof and the length thereof," matters then take
,another turn, Refuges of lies are swept away, a founnation is sought
for, and nothing but God's religion can satisfy the soul, and God's religion
as based upon God's truth. Despair as to creative merit and creative
power is the gift of God. And such souls shall, without fail, be delivered
from their despondency, and brought out" with a high hand." Being let
into the secret of their own vileness and of God's grace, by the Holy
Ghost's teaching, they are, Spirit-humbled believers; they are under the
dealings of God, and, sooner or later, they are enabled to say, "Even so,
Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight."
The charactar of our Lord's preaching when upon earth was separative, and designed to show, both in time and eternity, the distinction between
" the sheep and the goats, the tares and the wheat" (Matt. xxv. 32) ;
"the children of the kingdom, and the children of the wicked one"
(Matt. xiii. 38). When our Lord drew the line between the Church and
the world, as to feeling and experience, in the 6th chapter of ,John, and
told His congregation that no man could come to Him except it were
given him of the ]1'ather, it is thus recorded, "]1'rom that time "-01'
saying-CC many of Ilis disciples went back, and walked no more with
Him." They could not say, "Even so, Father." Truth, in,its simplicity
and sincerity, uttered by Him "who spake as never man spake,"
offended them; it was too strong for them-they would not have it on
such humbling terms, like many in our own day who cry, "Prophesy
unto us smooth things," and when they are distul'ood by the separating
character of' a pure Gospel, turn their back upon it, like Christ's professing disciples in His day.
vVhen Moses requested God to show him His glory, this remarkable
answer was given: "I will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee;
and will be gracious to whom I will he gracious, and will shew mercy on
whom I will shew mercy" (Ex. xxxiii. 19). When the prophet Isaiah,
in vision, saw the'Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and received u'om Him the commission to preach to the people of Israel, it was
in these words: "Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of this
people fat, and make their ears heavy; lest they see with their eyes,
and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert,
and be healed" (Isaiah vi. 9, 10). Six times in the New Testament
these solemn words are quoted; and in John xii. 41, we have this testimony concerning them-" These things said Esaias, when he saw His
glory, and spake of Him." Moses was to see the glory of God in revealing Ilis truth; Isaiah was to see the same glory in God concealing it.
In Rev. 19th we have the united song of the glorified Church-cc Salvation
and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God: for true and
righteous are His judgments: and again ,they said AlIeluia." There is in
heaven no dissentient voice,; "and again they said Alleluia, and her smoke
rose up for ever and ever." Solemn words to write-solemn words to
hear,; but in these days when false and universal charity overspread the
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land, it is wise to look God's truth full in the face, as revealed in the
Word, while with reverence we say, "Shall not the J tidge of all the
earth do right? for He shall judge the world in righteousness." The
separating and distinguishing doctrines of the Gospel are, at the present
time, so wrapped up by creature caution, that they are, in a measure, lost
sight of by the children of Goa, and they blink when the truth is presented to their view. What wonder that the enemy of G0d and of
soul's takes advantage of this lack of truth, to start all kinds of error;
and winds up his fertile inventions by denying his own existence, and
deluding sinners in the belief that there is no hell. But, if there is no
eternal punishment, there is no eternal happiness, for the same words
are used as to the duration of both. In Scripture, we read of some
"suffering the vengeance of eternal fire;" of' others who "are called to
His eternal glory." Again," God hath given to us eternal life." "He
that believeth not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God
abideth on him." We read of some" who are delivered from the wrath
to come ;." and of others "upon whom wrath is come to the uttermost." Of some who, when Jesus comes the second time, "shall meet
the Lord in the air, and so be for ever with the Lord;" and of other~,
when the Lord is r.evealed in flaming fire to take vengeance, who" shall
be punished \I'ith everlasting deRtruction from the presence of the Lord."
But God's people are oftentimes under trial in other ways, when they
desire to say, "Even so, Father," but it is far from them. Dreaded
trials in the distance are a great torment to some of God's people. How
shall I meet suoh and suoh a diffioulty? How shall I beur up in the
swellings of Jordan? How shall I endure a loug siokness, and the growing infirmitieti of age? Many a dear child of God, rooted and built up
in Jesus, and establishod in tho faith, has been tortured by these and
similar gloumy fears; but an all-suffioient God has often proved more
than a match fur all the enemy's suggestions; and, when the trial has
come, made a way of escape., or graciously, it may be, never let the
trial approach further than in fears. We remember hearing the testimony uf that faithful champion for truth, Rev. J. W. Gowring, which is so
much in point, we trust we shall be excused for repeating it. When the
calamity of his loss of sight was impending, his dread of all the oonsequences was a tremendous weight upon his mind. It seemed a burden too
heavy to bear. But when the last unsuccessful operation was performed,
and hope was at an end, the Lord broke in upon his soul with such power,
and produoed such submission to His will, that all rebellion was removed,
and the spirit of the words-" Even so, Father," was not only given at
the time, but marvellously maintained; so that he testified to the Lord's
loving-kindness, who had never permitted Satall to assault him with one
hard thought of God as to his aflliction up to the period that he related
the circumstance.
As of old, "when the feet of the Priests that bare the ark were dipped
in the waters of Jordan, they rose up upon a heap," so the Lord'::! people
have often proved, and shall continue to prove, till time shall be no more.
The waters of tribulation that exeroise the faith of God's elect, only
prove the delivering power of the God of the elect, whose work is, "to
make a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters," and who can
teach His people to say, concerning all His dealings, "Even so, Father,
for so it seemed good in Thy sight."
L.
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"HE BEING DEAD YET SPEAKETH."
I HAVE returned from my journey, my dear Mary, and long to know
how you all are, and whether poor O. is better. I have been much struck
at the sudden change that has taken place at Littleport, and feel much for
the poor old lady and B.; but there is no contending with Him that is
higher than we are. We must "be still, and know that He is God." Oh,
how very blessed is a good hope through grace! and how comforting it is
to know that tho fear of God is planted in the heart by God Himself,
Every grace secures the kingdom; wherefore, follow after charity or love,
righteousneEs, peace, faith, meekness, patience; set these things before
your eyes, and pray for and covet them as the best gifts; seek, cherish,
encourage, and nourish them, for most precious promises are thereto annexed, and tho sensations of them are sweet, the profit is great, and the
security they afford is infinite. Do not make a long, lingering work of it,
Mary ; tarry not, in the place of tbe breaking forth of children," for God
has ul'ought thee to the birth, and wiLl He not give strength to bring
forth? "Strive to enter in at the strait gate," though bondage and
wrath press thee on one side, and Satan and conscience on the other, and
thou findest thyself in a strait between these two; yet, strive on and plead
the promises.
The newrnunof grace is formed as soon as we are quickened, and then we
are called the offspring, or issues from death (Isaiah xxii. 24) and such
hang on Ohrist, (read Isaiah xxii. 2,1). These are thus brought forth in
God's account, as'He says, "Shall I causeto bring forth and shnt the womb,
saith thy God?" Shall I give life and not give love? Life constitutes us
oll,pring, and issue, in the sight of God; but love, that casts out all fear,
makes it sure to us, and gives us the comfort of it. All the difficulty lies
at this gate, which gate is Ohrist, the Mediator between God and man;
and we cannot come to the Father but by Him. "Ve have access with
confidence by the faith of Him. Therefore, strive, Mary; sometimes
a ray of light will dart through thy hope; thine expectations and
thy earnest desires wiLl shine through, and thou wilt Stem to have
thy foot on the threshold. 'l'by hair will move on thy head, thy blood
will run, thy soul melt, thine eyes will be fixed in thy head, thy heart will
enlarge, thy hopes will bud, thy vel'J soul will be open to receive the King
of Glory.
But, oh! the curtain drops-the heavenly scenery vanishes, and then
comes Satan, with a " where is now thy God? " When we feel the thief
we shut up, all is barred against him, and we seem further from the mark
than ever; yet still we keep the heart chaste for Jesus, and for no other;
which. He knows, aud therefore says, "Open to me, my sister, my spouse,"
while she replies, "It is the voice of my beloved" .that knocketh, intimating, that Re is always welcome. Fix thy heart upon entering here,
Mary, and l'est not on the outside, "for without are dogs" (Rev. xxii. 15).
Tender my love to mother and sister.
Yours, in the faith of Jesus,
WILLIAM HUNTUWTON.

WE must have sorrowful times; but sorrowful times are waiting
times, and waiting times bring in a foretaste of harvest."'-'W. L. MAYD·
WELL.
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"PREAOH THE WORD."
I THINK it one of the ominous signs of the times, that there seems to be,
amongst many, a disposition to give a secondary place to the preaching
of the Gospel. At certain churches on the day of "intercessory" prayer,
as it was termed, the prayers were used, and the Holy Oommunion administered-but no preaching. . . . It is not wise to set one ordinance
against anuther, yet it does seem desirable if we address God, in prayer
and supplication, that we should" wait to hear what God the Lord will
say:" to us by His preached word. Paul tells us, "he that prophesieth,"
by which, we understand speaketh for God and His Ohrist-" speaketh
to edification," the enlightening the intellect, the instruction of the mind,
"to exhortation," to rouse the sluggish will, " and to comfort;" to elevate the affections, to cheer the drooping spirit. Where these great
points are kopt in view, the person, work, and righteousness of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ will be fully proclaimed, His fulness insisted on, and the workings of His Spirit, the Holy Ghost, the Oomforter,
traced in His operations on the" inner man;" thus is our knowledge increased, our faith stJ:engthened, and our love to God and man enlarged;
thus a spirit of prayer is stirred up, and the promised" help" of the Holy
Ghost received and rejoieed in. Again, if we trace the history of preaching, from the Day of Pentecost to the present time, we shall find that it is
the means God bas deigned to bless; and, while there is no distinct blessing
promised with the Holy Oommunion, as a means of grace, we are told
that" it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that
believe" (1 001'. i. 21).
From the wrapper of the little publication, "Gilead," I perceive that
there is a goodly" company of preachers" of the distinctive doctrines
of grace, by wllich I understand, mOll who present Ohrist and His
finished work, as " all in all" in the sinner's salvation, and for the saint's
establishment. Let us bid them God speed; let us pray that their word
may" run, have free course, and be glorified." Amidst all that is discouraging we ought to thank God for these, and pray that their number
may be increased, and their labours greatly blessed, and" therefore I
say Amen, so 1Ie it."
A.8tley.
ALFRED HEWLETT.

A WONDER-WORKING GOD.
How I reproach myself for not at once what I call" booking" facts as
from time to time they come before me. If I don't do this promptly,
ther things present themselves, and the previous incidents are lost
sight of.
It was only yesterday I was conversing with a bereaved brother and
fellow-labourer in the Lord; and I remarked to him that I had, for
many years, been wont to consider it a solemn duty to testify of Divine
faithfulness, love, and all-sufficiency, where, as in his case, there had
been such a marked and blessed display of it. I have no notion of concealing the gracious acts and wonderful doings of our ever-adorable
Lord. He is worthy of all praise; and I believe that nothing is more
calculated to meet the abounding errors and delusions and sophistries
ot' the times in which we live, than the plain, positive, undeniable facts
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which our God, in His good providence, sets before us as sweet and
blessed illustrations and confirmations of His own Divine Word. The
case of the beloved departed wife of the minister above referred to is one
which, I trust, will yet appear in these pages. But whether or not this
dear brotller does write the narrative in question, this I gratefully
testify, that, after being personally acquainted with the very depths of
sore trial, darkness, and agonizing temptations, the Lord brought forth
her soul into a large and wealthy place; and, when at length she came
to her dying Led, as a young wife and mother of onlJo seven-and-twenty,
she testiLiou of the peace, the comfort, the perfect fearlessness, and the
utmost roadiness with which she was anticipating her departure to be
for ever with the Lord. Ah, dear reader, there must be a somethingand a supernatural, all-powerful something too-that can make a young,
lovoly, and amiable wife and friend and devoted mother, not only
willing' but happy and joyous in the prospect of surrendering those so
near and dear, and going home eternally to dwell with Jesus.
.
Reader, do you possess that marvellous something? Soul! dost thou?
But what Idd me to seize the pen was the following circumstance:
A stranger was leaving my door just as I approached it.
" I have a favour to ask you, sir," said he.
" vVhat is it?"
"It is that you would meet certain gentlemen at No. - , who are
coming to see my daughter, whose mind has failed her, and whom it is
necessary, in consequence, to remove."
"But that is not my parish, and it is a painful duty for me-one
from which I very much shrink."
" But the gentleman told me, sir, that your signature would be quite
sufficient. I cannot ask the clergyman of the district, because he is a
Ritualist; and, although when he called upon me, I told him I knew nothing
against his character, yet I could not, as a Ritualist~ admit him under
my roof."
"How long has your daughter been thus affected?"
"Two months, sir. About that time I lost my wife; and she has
taken it so much to heart, as to affect her mind. She used to be most
affectionate to me; but now she has turned against me; and yesterday
she threatened me with a knife."
"I think you are quite right in having her put under restraint; and,
under the circumstances, I will come at the hour you name. But, as
things are so very differently managed to what they formerly were; and,
as in the asylums they so well know how to treat them, I think it is very
likely your daughter may soon be restored to you. I knew a ease," said
I, "which took place just as I was ordained. My examining chaplain
was chaplain also of the Waterford Lunatic Asylum, and, whilst showing
me over that Institution, he pointed out a young man whom he said
would never take any notice of him, but always avoided him. I went up
to him, and, placing my hand upon his head, asked him to shake hands.
He did. ''l'4is,' said I, 'is your chaplain; won't you shake hands with
him, too?' He directly stretched out his hand, and shook hands with
him; and, bursting into tears, began to speak. The chaplain was
amazed. In a few months after I had the pleasure of seeing that young
man among the candidates for ordination in Waterford Oathedral."
"Then your visit, sir, was blessed to him. Why it reminds me,"
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he continued, "of a case which some years ago occurred on the
other side of the river, in Gloncestershire. There was a poor woman
under confinement, and all at once, whilst they were singing one of the
hymns which they were in the habit of singing-' Just as I am, without
one plea '-she said it was what she used to sing at home with her
husband and family. Her reason was instantly restored, and," added
the narrator, "she has been at home a happy woman ever since."
Dear reader, it was this brief but grateful narrative that led me mentally
to exclaim, "'What a wonder-working God is our God P'
Reader, do you know Him? Have you proved Him to be such?

D.
THE OOMING ONE!

'I And He

sl.all stand and feed in the 8t'rength of the Zwd, in tkli lIIa}esty of
the nam~ of the Lord Ms God."-MIC:A.H V. 4.
HE! He who was the child born in Bethlehem Ephratah. He who was
the Ruler of God's people Israel. He whose goings forth are from of old,
from everlasting. Here is a threefold view of the Lord Ohrist, set forth by
the voice of the prophet. First, His deep humiliation-springing from the
decayed root of David's house-born in the least of all the cities of J udah.
Nothing is there in outward circumstances to commend to the notice of
Israel the Son of God, the King of Israel. This is not strange. It is an
expression of Jehovah's will, who has ever, by all means, scorned the
glory of all flesh, "that no flesh should glory in His presence." Instances
are not rare in the history of God's dealings with men where He has
shown His utter contempt of human greatness and human glory. So
Jesus, God's best beloved Son, is born in alowly state: a poor Virgin is His
mother, and a poor carpenter His (reputed) father, a stable His birth-place,
and a manger His cradle. Great indeed was the honour put on these
humble ones, and great indeed the distinction put on the humble place of
Ohrist's birth! If so many cities were rivals in the claim to be the birthplace of a pagan poet whom his fellows delighted to honour (Homer),
how many great cities might (mvy the little one, Bethlehem, in its distinction as the birth-place of Him who is declared to be the Son of
God with Dower? But while He was an honour to Bethlehem, it was
humiliatio~nevertheless. "He humbled Himself." He chose the lowly
lot of an Hebrew peasant, and tasted the cup of poverty even at His very
entrance into the world. There was no room for Him in the inn! But,
why should He be there at all? Why should not His parents have been,
at such a time, comfortably abiding in their own home? Because Israel,
to a man, were at that time servants of tyrants, and Jesus mnst be in all
points made like unto His brethren. A decree of Omsar, the tyrant ruler
of Rome, drew His parents to Bethlehem, that they might be taxed in their
own native city; and thus several eminent prophecies were to be fulfilled
at once. It could be by no chance that all things should have so h lppaned as they did inrt!spl1ct of Ohrist's birth; no, it was by the determinate
counsel and foreknowled~e of God, Ohrist was delivered, from His first
hour to His last, into the hands of wicked men, tyrants. He was made
for us, and at His first coming, the curse of sin was borne by Him; Hu
shared the bitterness of death, when He shared the poverty, obloquy, and
the sufferings of .ijis parents, and His people. . He who came to rescue us
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from the hand of tyrants must Himself be their servant; He who breaks
the yoke, wore it, and bore it for us; "being tempted in all points as we
are, yet without sin."
The second view we have is of His divine exaltation. This little one is
to becomo a thousand; this small one, a strong city. Made of a womanmado undor the law-that He might redeem thom which are under the law,
Ue is nevortheless to be Ruler of God's Israel: the Seed of David. The
Branch that should grow ont of His roots shall be beautiful and glorious.
Tho stem of Jesus shall send forth a rod that shall blossom and bud, and
{j II the face of the world with fruit: "He shall rule my people," yes, with a
rod of love, a rod of truth, a rod of righteousness, a rod of strength, and
He shall rule the nations, too, with a rod of iron. But not only shall
He be Ruler of Israel, He shall be Ruler in Israel, and his kingdom shall
be higher than Agag's, it shall be brighter, more glorious, and more peaceful than Solomon's; it shall be more durable and lasting than David's, for,
"of the increase of His government and kingdom there shall be no end."
All power in heaven and earth belongs to Him who ollce was a babe in
Bethlehem ,therefore He rules over heaven, and it is His throne-" over
earth, it is ilis footstool;" over devils and the powers of darkness; they are
servants to do His will, though they are enemies who strive to resist His
power.
Lastly, we have a view hoth of TIis antiquity, His ele?"nity, and of His
covenant cngagements. "Thou art from evorlasting"-from of old, and in
all Thine oxistence, blessei] Immanuel, Thy goings forth have been "for
the salvation of 'flty people Israel." Precious views of Jesus, humbled
under sin's curse, exalted at God's right hand, equal with God, from
everlasting to everlasting the covenant God of Israel.
'liVe proceed to notice the prophct's testimony concerning Him. " He
shall stand and feed in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the
name of the Lord His God." This refers to His office, qualifict'Uions, work,
and reward, as the Shepherd of Israel. "The Lord His God." Yes, the
words of David apply to Rim when lie said, "Thou art my God, and I will
praise Thee, my father's God; and I will exalt Thee." When God gave
Israel a shepherd, He chose Davicl ; He was a king and shepherd at once.
When He gave Israel a king (in His anger), He gave him Saul, who was
no shepherd. ,Vhen He gave His people a shephercl, an appointed shepherd who should approach :Him without fear, yea, have his dwelling
between the cherubirus, then Ho gave His own Son. "The Lord is my
Shepherd, I shall not want." He calls Him, J)avid, my servant; "I have
found David, my servant; with my holy oil have I anointed him;" and
Christ Himself declares, "I am tho Good Shepherd." "Vas David qualified
for his office? Yes. He was a man after God's own heart, fearless, courageous, discreet, humble, trusting; and such was Christ Jesus, as bold as a
lion; or as David, when his precious lambs were in danger, determined
to save, at any sacrifice; fearing neithor lions in human shape, nor incarnate
devils. He fought and conquered them all even to death, and him that
hath the power of death, that is tho devil; and He did it all in the strength
of the Lord, and in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. Hear
him: "Tho words that I speak not in mine own name, but in TIis that sent
me." "1\l.y doctrine is not mine, but His that sent me." "'fhe works that
I do, I clo not of myself; my Father that dwelleth in me, He doeth the
works." Thus we have striking proofs that our blessed Shepherd both taught
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and wrought in the strength of the Lord, and in the majesty of the name
of the Lord his God. Bnt again He says, speaking by one of his propheticservants, "The Lord God and his Spirit hathsent me." And what says
the apostle? that Jesus did through the Eternal Spirit offer Himself, without spot, a sacrifice to God; so that He not only taught and wrought,
but He suffered, and by His suffering and death triumphed in the strength
of the Lord. This is He who is mighty to save, travelling in the greatness of His strength. But in our text He is said to stand and feed: this
He did when He stood in God's counsel, and thus was able to turn away
men from their iniquity; when He stood in the sinner's place, the Fulfiller
of the law sinners had broken; when He stood as an ensign for the
people to whom the Gentiles should seek; when He stood at the right hand
of God, to welcome Stephen, the proto-martyr, to his rest and his reward;
and so he shall stand on Mount Olivet when He shall return with thousands
of His saints; and so shall He stand, with one foot on the sea and one on
the dry land, and swear, by Him that liveth for ever and ever, that tilJle
shall be no longer. "He shall stand and feed," 01' rule, direct, and govern,
His flock like a shepherd; He shall feed them with His word, His doctrine,
His flesh, "which is meat indeed," and His blood, which is drink indeed.
Oh, .how many are crying now in secret amidst the clash of words and
opinions, amidst the wars and fightings of sectaries who are contending
ltke wrestlers for the mastery, "Tell me, oh Thou whom my soulloveth,
where Thou feedest I" Yes, there are anxious enquirers who long to hear the
voice of the Good Shepherd, and are disgusted with the" noise of archers ;"
those who are longing for the coming of the Holy One, who shall restore
Jerusalem, and speak peace to His scattered and peeled brethren. And
God says to such waiting ones: "Your God shall come." "He will COlle
and save you."
Lastly, His reward-I' And they shall abide, and now shall He be great."
The abiding of Ohrist's brethren who were God's outcasts, and the greatness of Immanuel's glory, are here joined together; they cannot be separated. "In God's ways is continuance, and we shall be saved" "His glury
is great in thy salvation." Relative or declarative greatness is here
spoken of. His great fame, His great glory, His great power, increasing
greatness, "to the ends of the earth;" universal greatness, in heaven, in
earth, and in hell; great mercy, great grace, great judgment, and g-reat,
yea, everlasting glory.
Blacknwl'e.
WI1lLIAM TROTMAN.
STREET INOIDENTS.
I WAS so much pleased and, I trust, profited by the remarks of "D.,"
in the October number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, on the above subject,
that the following case came with much force to my own heart; and it
struck me that it might also, by the application of the same Spirit, even
the Holy Ghost, who can, and often does, make to tell upon His own
the tiniest circumstance in human life. It is well when we watch the
" all things" in our daily life, and are enabled to turn them to practical
service. "He that watcheth Pl'ovidence shall never need a Providence
to watch."
The other day I had occasion to go out on business. I had not gone
far ere I came to a street with a gentle slope; indeed, it is called a
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hill. I was on the footpath, and, when I got to a certain point, an old
man, very foeble and almost helpless, was just trying to lift his foot on
the pathway. Whilst he was endeavouring to do so I came up; he put
out his }Ialld, and very indistinctly said something. I saw what he
wanted, and extended my hand; he laid hold of it, and was out of the
gutter and on the pathway at once. He very kindly thanked me, ancl
we pm·te,l. " Now." said I, "what a resemblance to a poor sinner who
get~ off the pathway, or who is in the" Slough of Despond." There he
was; he could not possibly get out of it himself; and there he must wait
till the Samaritan comes by. Well, just as the old man and I met, so
does the Holy Spirit meet that helpless one at the very set mo.ment, and
it may be just as he is trying himself, and finds he cannot; and, as the
old man put out Lis hand, and murmured something, so- does the helpless
one put out his, and says naught, but, like Peter, was lifted into the boat.
I saw what the old man wanted. and there was the help_ "Before ye
call I will answer," saith the Lord; and so He will, blessed be His
holy name. I thought I had done with the old man; however, it was
not so, for there was another lesson to learn. After I had done my
business, and was returning, we met again. The old man had not gone
far-he could move but slowly and, singular enough, he was in the
carriage way again. " "Vhat," said I to myself, "is not this to teach me
the imperfectneE's of creature endeavours, and the total depravity of the
human heart? What, aftor so short a time-only a few minutes-in
danger's way again?" And indeed now he was in real danger, for a
carriage was very near to him, and I sharpened my pace, and this time
offered him my hand almost befure he saw his danger. I again lifted
him on to the pathway; and, when safely there, he thanked me very
heartily, and said, "You will be rewarded for that;" and we separated,
perhaps never to meet again till the great day of assize. Oh, how my
soul went up to God for this second practical lesson ! ""Vhat," said I to
myself, "has this old man been so foolish, and in so- short a time, to get
into danger again; and was I to return at the set time, and again to help
him? Oh, how true a picture of us pour creatures as we are! After so
many and signal salvations, shall we again get into the by-paths, and
subject ourselves to such danger? Yes, we shall. And shall the same
power which has helped so many times be present just at the junctureneither before, nor after, but at the set time?" Yes, my brother, He
shall. "If a man have a hundred sheep, and lose one, shall he not leave
the ninety and nine, and go into the wilderness, and fi1~d him ?" Yea;
and let me record Ct< for His mercy endureth for ever"), fOl~ the comfort
of some poor erring one, our Good Shepherd does and WILL, until the end
of this time state. What the Psalmist says of our Head is alike for the
members: "He will give His angels charge over him, lc~t he dash his
foot against a stone."
Shrewshury.

G. D.

ONE thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; that I
may dwoll in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the
beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in His temple. Fur in the time of
trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion: in the secret of His tabernacle
shall He hido llie; He shall set me upon a rock.
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"NO';I'ES AND RECOLLECTIONS OF A SERMON, BY THE REV. JAMES PROSSER, M.A .•
SUNDAY EVENING, MAY 3RD, 1846, ONOOLOS. Ill. 12, 13, 14 VERSES.

Apostle in addressing the Colossians, first calls on their attention to
the high privileges to which they were called in Jesus. He here terms
them" the elect of God," meaning you have the witness of the Holy
Ghost in your minds that you were chosen in Christ from eternity, and
were redeemed by Him in time. Now, conliidering that you are called to
heavenly things, "what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy
conversation and godliness ?" showing forth the praises of Him" whose
you are, and whom you serve;" and to this end are all the exhortations
in Scripture; they.are all given on the ground of our being chosen in Christ
from eternity to everlasting life. (Such are in 2 Peter 1st.) The Lord
Jesus Christ is holy, and they who. are '."ith Him are holy too; hence
they are considered as part of HIs famIly, and are addressed here as
"holy and beloved "-not that they are holy by nature, for all are full of
corruption, neither are we holy by baptism, for adults are callQd upon to
believe before they are baptized; but we are made holy only by Jesus,
being washed in His blood and cleansed from all our sins. Again, we
are sanctified to holiness by the Holy Ghost, who quickens our minds
and leads them to heavenly things. We are also clwsen to holiness; so
that to talk of a Christian who is notholy is to talk of a hypocrite. Christians are also beloved of Jesus, and on.r;ltt to love one another.
Now, though these graces (which, like Joseph's coat. of many colours,
make up the new man) arc not the cl/use of our salvfltlOn, yet they are
very beautiful as evidences or ma1'ks of the Christian character.
Let me therefore stir up your minds by way of remembrance of these
things this evening. The Apostle says (8 verse), "Put off all these," ~·.c.,
anger, wrath, &c., and put on "as the eleotof God," &c., "bowels of mercies "
&c., (see text). By" bowels of mercies" we are to underBtand tendern;ss
and compassion towarrls the children of God. These graces are called
the" new man," "which, after God, is created in righteousness unto true
holiness" (see Ephes. iv. 24). Yes, there is a new principl~ in every
converted porson, though the old nature still romains,. but, alas!' this
clings to us too closely, brethren; hence the necessity of prayer. Now
the fruits of the Spirit are lovely fruits; the Apostle thus d.escribes them
(read Gal. v. 22 and 23); and wherever the Spirit of God dwells they
will be manifested. "If there be therefore allY consolation in Christ if
any," &c., says tho Apostle (PhiI. ii.), "fulfil y0 my joy, that ye bo like
minded, having the same love, being of one accord." So thatyou see" bowels
·ofmercies" show that the Christian should be full of love towards all men
"specl:ally to them that are of the household of faith." Next is kindness'
which signifies the outward act of that benevolence and gentleneil~
which is in the heart; and where the Spirit of God dwells, if a person be
a man of prayer, or a woman of prayer, this will be evident. Next is
humbleness of mind-rcal and gen26ine humility-not false and affectcrl
humility-there iJ; much of this; bllt real and unaffected hUllliliti, and.
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this is seen where Christians honour one an~ther, thinking that othersperhaps arc brought into a nearer acquaintance with divine things than
themsolves-J)ot swolling, as nature does, but having a low opinion of
themsolvos; hence" meekness," which is shown in the hearts of all who
look to tho toaching of the Holy Ghost; "long-suffering" which is a
pationt ondul'ance of all trials and persecutions; and, when persons meet
with ollloquy and reproach, and bear it meekly, this is godlike. Let UB·
thorofOl:e seek after these things, that we may have a sense of God's
favour to us.
0, hO'T hateful is a haughty spirit before God, one that is always seeking faults, too, in a friend or neighbour! On the contrary, where the
Spirit of God dwells there will be an humbleness of mind, a meek bearing of insults. Moreover, Christians are not surprised to meet with these;
they know they had the same spirit themselves once, and are therefore
long-suffering towards others, "forbearing one another, and forgiving
one another, even as Christ," &c., ~·.e., "even as Christ," freely, and out of
grace, "forgave you." Ah, brethren, here is an example we ought to·
follow. But do we? "vVhen He was reviled, He reviled not again."
"When He suffered, He threatened not." And what does He Himself say,
"vVhen ye stand praying, forgive if," &c. (See Mark xi. 25). What a
blessedilpil'it is a Christian's spirit! Oh, it is a great blessing when we
are enahled to follow Christ, because it is the work of the Holy Spirit. It
is the blood of Christ which "cleanseth us from all sin;" we are therefore
exhorted to be kind and forgivillg one to auother. Are our sins blotted
out, so that not one of them shall be remem):lered against us ? let us manifest the same spirit towards each other. But the Apostle goes on to say,
" And above all put on charity, which is the bond of perfeetness"-let it bethrown as a cloak or as a mantle over all. And what are we without love?
for this is the meaning of the word charity-not the mere giving of alms.
We have to put on the mantle of love, then, over all other qualifieations
and wherever you see the Spirit of God in any person, bear with much
corruption in them, and exercise great pity towards their failings.
And how often do 'Te need this ourselves? how often is the harsh answer'
given, instead of tlle "soft answer which turneth away wrath?"
The children of God ought to be knit together in the spirit of love. But
how is this to be clone? In proportion to our knowledge of God, will
this be the ea~e? Thl're (n'o, perlw,ps, many that sa,y we know but
little as we oug-ht to know; hut oh, brethren, have you given yo.urselves to the study of God's word? Do you meditate upon it? It is
important to ('ne all that He bas revealed of Himself in it; hence we
must come to the Bible to know God, and to Christ, to know all the excelloncy of God; so sllall we see the :Father's overlasting love to us, and
the delight the Sun had in paying om debt. When the mind is thus
drn,wn out the soul is filled with joy and comfort. Have you experienced
this? Du you how something of it ?-if you do, you will be desirous to
cultivato it, und to show forth His praises in your life and temper. .If
any man love God, he will love his brother also (see 1 John iv. 20).
"Abovo n,1l those things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness,"
i.e., til)S all tile gmces together, S,) that there is a splendour about those
who pradico t!l0se j hings above tho~e who llo not. It is the very fault the
worlcl1Jndi> \Vi lit Christia.ns that tl1o're is so much strife a.nd quarrelling
among'st thom. Bl'dhron, these tllings ought not so to be.
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Lastly, the Apostle says, "And let the peace of God rule in your
hearts," &c. By the peace of God we are to unclerstand that which connects God and His people together; and they are all connected into one
by Christ's blood. There is, then, a connective power in this word peaceit is this which drives away every fear in the mind. Oh, brethren, religion
is not a notion of the head, it is not a number of principles floating in the
mind, but it is a r'eal£ty; it is the most impOJ·tant fact that ha~ ever been
acomplished, viz., that Christ has redeemed His people fi'om their sinsit is that which gives the assurance that our sins are forgiven. Ask
yourselves this question, Am I quite prepared to say that God hath
forgiven me all my sins? and, if not, why are you not prepared to say
BO? The Apostle speaks strongly on this point: "Examine yourselves,
whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your
own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?"
(2 Cor. xiii. 5.) So that religion consists in the knowledge of God's love
to us; and I would not say much for the religion of the mouth only, for
o~e which does not make a person ma£nly desirous to glorify God. There
may be a great knowledge of the things of salvation without any answering practical effect; but, if it be the religion of the heart, there will be a
corresponding effect in the life and temper. Now, is there anything so
important as the knowledge of the forgiveness of our sins? "The peace
of God," how are we to obtain it? God is called the God of Peace,
Christ, the Prince of Peace, and the Holy Ghost speaks peace to the
heart, so that it flows from each Person in the Trinity.
But some of you may say, After all, I fear I am not among the subjects
of these blessings. I see no evidence of it in my life and temper. I am
often anxious about it, but cannot feel I am one of God's children. It is
a mercy for you to argue thus, because it shows you have a real desire
for the knowledge ot God. But ask yourselves, Have we been diligent
in the study of God's '1V-ord? have we been constant in attending on
ordinances? in improving every opportunity that offers for spiritual
benefit? and you will say you have not. I am privileged to preach the
Gospel to you, but religion is quite as important to you as to me. Now,
how are these blessings to be obtained? In a commonplace manner; by'
the use of means. You may attend to your worldly business-and so you
ought-but let the concern of your soul hold the primary importance.
"Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also are ye
called in one body; and be ye thankful" (Col. iii. 15). Ah, brethren,
we are so called by God, from everlasting by Christ, who is continually
speaking to our hearts, and by the Holy Ghost, who sanctifies us. Now
we are to be thankful for these things, to ponder them over, and the
Apostle shows ].lS in the fonowing verse (16) how we are to attain these
graces of which he has been speaking, and how we may obtain that
blessedness and stayedness of spirit which is so desirable.

WHEN a believer is in a state of comfort and prosperity, he can read
other books beside the Bible; but when he is in temptation, or burdened
with distress, he betakes himself to the Bible alone. He wants pure
wine, without any lLixture of water. This shows the worth of the Bible
above all other books.
SERLE.
12
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GONE ON!
ON

SATURDAY, SEPT. 7TH, 1872, DIED IIARRIEl', TIlE
PETER LEIGH, AGED 55 YEARS.

BELOVED

WIFE OF

VVIIA'l' an unspeakable mercy it is to be rnade ?'I1Jltt for eternity !-to
have that precious 1001'1.; of graee begnn in the soul by the Holy Ghost
which will land its blessed possessor safe in eternal glory! It is snch a
peculiar favour to be the o~jeet of God's everlasting, electing love, that
those who are the happy partakers of it cannot be too thankful. If
they had ten thousand tongues they would be too few to praise a triune
covenant J ehovah for such matchless and distinguishing gritco! Eternity
itself will not be too long to praise Him for that groat salvation with
which the Lord saves His people. What an exceeding and eternal weight
of glory awaits the" vessels of mercy! " What a glorious prospect for a
poor, vile worm! What amazing grace to one so utterly worthless!
How sovereign anel discriminating is the love of God! How wonderfully are the objects of Jehovah's ohoice led and brought together! I
admired other young ladies, but, like Samuel with Jesse's sons, the Lord
had not chosen those, until she came whom tho I,ord had not only chosen
and loved with an everlasting love in His beloved Son, but eternally
appointed to bo my wife. We knew nothing of God's seoret love and
mercy to us then, nor for many years afterwards; but, when we were
singled out from tho rest of the families on both sides, how J ehovah's .
distinguishing grace spangled in our eyes! Then we saw how Infinite
Love had ordered all things for us, long beforo He oalled us by His grace,
and separated u.s from an ungodly world, and revealed His Son in us.
These great events do not happen by chance, but aro all Ql'dm'od and sure
in that precious overlasting covenant. It must be so, for they are all the
IJord's doing, and are mal'vollous in our oYOS. IIad my doar departed
wife lived to the 18th. of last Odober, tho Lord wouM havo spared her to
me as a dear fellow-traveller through this wildel'lless world for thirty
years; but it has pleased Him to· take her, and leave me a little longer.
I begin to feel her less very much in the sweet oommunion we used to
enjoy from time to time, and oan but hope and pray the Lord will make
up that loss by a larger measure of His own swoot prosence, and granting
me more sweet intercourse and communion with Himself. How good the
Lord is in sending His dear people out by two and two; it is that they
may speak often one to another, and the Lord hearkens and hears such
converse (Mal. iii. 1G). The Lord has been 111eased to call one of my
sons by His grace; but it is little he can say when he doubts if the Lord
has really begun the work. To speak with such an one, although an
unspealmblo mercy to him to be called at all, is very different to holding
sweet convorse with one who had been upwards of twenty years in the
way, and knew the IJord's pardoning love and mercy. Tho following
particulars of the Lord's work of grace in her soul we found amongst her
papers after her death.
, " I was the youngest of fOlu' daughters, and had ono brother younger
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than myself. My father, Thomas Drake, in the parish of Over Peover,
near the small but ancient town of Knutsford, in Cheshire, lived upon his
own estate, having a small income inherited from his father; he being
the eldest son, and eventually the only surviving child, his widowed
mother had out of six children-four daughters and two sons-who all
died of consumption between the ages of twenty and thirty. These great
troubles were much felt by my grandmother, so that I have heard she
was seldom seen to smile.
"My father, when a youth, was placed in a merchant's office in Liverpool; but, being brought very low through an attack of typhus fever, his
mother allowed him to choose whether he would live in the country or
return to Liverpool, and he preferred the former. He married at the age
of twenty-three, and had a devoted wife in my deal' mother, who was a
most sensible, kind, cheerful, and energetic person. I have seen few
e'!ual to her; and, although my dear father and mother, I feal', did not
know the Lord, yet they brought up their children in a way that would
shame many of the Lord's living family; for they not only took them to
a place of' worship, but saw that they behaved in a proper manner whilst
there; aud also brought them up to obey their parents. This made us
love and honour them much more thau if they, like many of the present
day, had been too indulgent.
" My dear father died when I was eight years old, like the rest of his
family, of consumption. My mother never married again, but exerted
herself to bring up her family in the way she thought he would have
done had he lived. ,Ve had a governess, and were brought up in a very
quiet manner. We were a most united family, and felt we had a happy
home, although we were not without our troubles, my brother being very
delicate, and subjoct to epileptic attacks; and my mother, being a widow,
had many things to try her.
" There were times, when I was young, that I used to feel convictions
of sin; for, although we were accustomed to attend church very regularly,
partake of the Lord's Supper, and had family prayer, yet all this did not
satisfy me, for I felt I was not t born again,' and knew nothing of that
great change. But these feelings did not last long, nor trouble me much.
When I was twenty-one I met with my dear husband, and here I was in
a great strait, and knew not what to do; for, although he~met with cold
looks from me, he was very persevering. At last I was obliged to take
his letters and spread them lIefore the Lord; this I did in a part of the
house that was little used. After closing the door upon me, I knelt down
invariably by an old arm-chair, to ask the Lord that if I did marry I might
have that love a Christian woman ought to have for her husband. Now
at thia time I knew not the Lord; but I had read how Hezekiah did, and
I seemed to have no other way, as I was naturally very reserved, and
could not open my mind to anyone as I felt I could to God, and I Jelt
He only could help moo This was the first time I was to prove the Lord
a God hearing and answering prayer. At twenty-five I was married,
and have had every reason to believe the Lord heard and answered my
prayer, and I think my dear husband will say so too.
" My husband, who was a surgeon, was before our marriage taken
into partnership with a gentleman residing in Liverpool, who had been
many years in practice, and which was thought a most advantageous
offer. Through this gentleman and his wife we had at first to visit with
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worldly, fashionable people, but which neither of us enjoyed, and soon
gave it all up. Doing both of us sincere professors, we wanted different
company, or nO!).,e; and, as our means were very straitened, we had good
l'eason for giving up all visiting. Besides, I had soon plenty on my
hands, having a large family, and obliged to be very careful. When we
had siclmoss amongst the children, and other trials, r used to say to my
dear husband that there must, I thought, be something in us that made
the Lord den.l thus with us. We went on for some years in this manner,
'but 1 gradually became more dissatisfied with my religion. Having an
appreutice who appeared to take a l'eal pleasure in reading his Bible, I
have often felt condemned in my own soul when I have seen him going
into his bedroom with his Bible, fasten the door, and remain where no
ono could Bee him, and where he was undisturbed. I knew it was different
with myself: reading my Bible was a duty, not a pleasure. These
thing's made me beg of the Lord to make me love my Bible, and the
reading of it
"I used to feel at this time often condemned by a part of the 8th
chapter of Romans; this in particular, 'There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit.' ' For they that are after the flesh do mind the things
of the flesh; but they that are after tho Spil'it the things of the Spirit.' .J
I felt satisfied that I did not walk aftor the Spirit-that I did not know
what the leadings of the Spirit wore, and that I was not' born again.'
This at times made me feel very miserable. One day in the summer of
1849 I think I shall never forget. In the outskirts of the town there was
a fancy fair held. I did not go, nor do I remember had any desire to go,
but was surprised to see the numbers that passed, eagerly bent on pleasure; but, in the midst of their enjoyments, the Lord sent a terrible
thunderstorm, with pouring rain, so that many returned drenched by the
rain. As I am naturally timid, and was so from a child, and particularly
afraid of'thunder and lightning, it made a great impression on me; and I
l'omomber well, though twenty-three years ago, kneeling' down in my
.bed-room, and begging of the Lord to spare me one year more. And, as
the dresser of the vineyard said to the Lord concerning the banen fig
tree, 'Lord, let it alone this yoar also, till I shall dig about it, and dung
it,' so I said to tho Lord concerning my poor soul. This was heartf~lt
prayer, and, blossed be God, He graciously and mercifully answered It.
In the spring of' 1850 my dear husband was brought to feel that he was
not a chilcL of God, and had never been' born again,' through the powerfulletters of one we had not seen at that time, but who is now a dear and
much·loved father, brother, and friend in a precious Christ Jesus. He
was some time in correspondence with the gentleman before he could be
brought to feel all this; blit one morning, as we were dressing, he said,
, IIaniet, I am not a child of God!' I directly answered, 'Then, if you
are not, I am sure I am not.' And now we were both brought down; but
what seemed to bring 'me still lower was, that one day I was saying to
my deal' husband that I thought the Lord would hear us if we went on
praying; hut he said it was only the prayer of faith that He heard. 0,
how I sank when he said this! It seemed as if the last prop was knocked'
from under Illy 11001' soul. However, pray I must, and so did my dear
husband too, many, many times in the day sometimes. I said to my dear
husband, 'Suppo~e we were to die, then, where should we go?' He
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'said we could not be saved; but he hoped the Lord would enable us to
go on seeking till we found Him. At such times I felt it was a great
mf;1rcy to have a fellow-traveller. Many times did I feel that I could not
have held on my way had not the Lord, in His kind providence, caused
my dear husband to be travelling in the same way. Here was the Lord's
goodness in causing me to marry him about whom I had been so greatly
tried in my unregenerate days. But the Lord was ordering for me even
then in providing me with a fellow-travellel; to Zion in after years. I
have often said to my dear husband that he was like Great-Heart in
Bunyan's Pilgrim, and I was like poor Fearing. But to return. We
went on praying, reading the Bible, Bunyan's Pilgrim, and Hart's
hymns. At one time I was much struck with the portion in 2 Chron.
xv. 15: 'For they had sworn with all their heart, and sought Him with their
whole desire; and He was found of tltem.' Oh, how I used to ask the Lord to
make me seek Him with my whole heart; for I felt as if my prayers were
half-hearted ones, and were not earnest enough. After going on in this
way for two or three months, my dear husba.nd one morning received a
letter from the gentleman who had been the iJ;lstrument in the Lord's
hand of bringing him down, and who often wrote very kindly and
encouragingly; but this time I was struck with his commencing his letter
as his dear brother in Christ, and writing in a manner that made me feel
he was satisfied about my dear husband being born of God. 0, how
tltis sank my soul! I felt just like Mercy in Bunyan's ' Pilgrim' at the
wicket gate, when Christiana had got in, and she was left outside. A
little before noon I went into a spare room, where I thought no one could
see me, and took my Bible with me. I knelt down, and was enabled to
tell out just what I felt-how weak I waS, and that I feared I should
turn back and not go on seeking until I found, and wept for some time.
I said I had no one to guide or teach me (as I felt my deal' husband had),
and thus earnestly prayed that the Lord would be my Guide, and teaoh
me, and make me His. When I rose from my knees I opened my Bible
at the 41st chapter of Isaiah, and read the 10th verse, which the Lord
applied so sweetly' and powerfully to my soul that it seemed as if the
Lord Himself had spoken to me in that sweet Scripture: 'Fear thou not;
fm' I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy Goel: I will strengthen
thee; yea, I will help thee: yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand
of my 1·igltteous1wsS.' The tears gushed from my eyes, but these were tears
of joy, not of sorrow. I felt truly that' the Lord is good to them that
wait for Him, to the soul that seeketh Him.' This was the first time the
Lord spoke to my soul, and, blessed be God the :U'ather, God the Son, and
God the Holy Ghost, it has not been the last; and, though I am often
distressed and harassed with doubts and fears, yet the Lord does from
time to time manifest Himself to me, speak His own precious word home
to my soul. But these sweet times are not so often as my soul could wish.
The sweetest times I have had have been either in deep trouble, or Just
before or after." Here my dear wife's narrative ends.
Last summer we spent a month at Southport. The Lord blessed the
change 80 much that, after our return, my dear wife was heard to say
that she had not known what it was to feel so well-to have the pleasurable
feeling of health-for a long time. But, alas! this feeling was of short
duration. On the last Lord's-day in July she went to hear one of the
.Lord's sent servants, whose ministry the Lord had much blessed to her soul.
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Being only a supply he preached the following evening. 1\1:y dear wifewent to hear him again, and took cold, which confined her to the house
for a week. She had not been out many times when she was seized with
her last and fatal illness. On Wednesday evening, August 28th, when I
was carried up to bed, I left her apparently in her usual health, and was,
surprised to hear her say, when she came to bed, what a severe attack of
diarrhma she had had. Being very subject to diarrhooa, she kept some
medicines in her wardrobe to take as occasion required. This evening
she took a dose of her medicine and a little brandy and water before
getting into bed. I noticed she was restless, and could not sleep; and
auout midnight she vomited, and then took another dose of her medicine;
after which she fell asleep, and rested comfortably till the morning, when
she vomited again. During the day she appeared better, but did not get
up, and the following night was passed much like the preceding one.
Inflammation of the bowels soon supervened, with great pain, soreness,
and distension. The diarrhooa continued in despite of all treatment.
There was intense fever, the temperature rising the d~y preceding her
death, on September 7th, to 106 !

(To be concluded next month.)

THE CHRISTIAN'S DEATH-BED.

.~

CAN this be Death?
Can this be Death?
The Death of which some speak!
'Tis but my Father's arms;
Where darkness broods, and dread
'Tis but His loving breast;
Enwraps the dying bed,
'Tis calm, serenest restWhere hope is weak?
Far, far from harms.
Can this be Death,
Can this be Death?
Oft called a bitter foe?
'Tis but to fall asleep!
To some he may be such;
While bovering guardians near~
To me, with gentle touch,
Watching with loving care,
Not so, not so.
Do safely keep.
Can tbis be Death?
Can this be Death?
Oh, sweet and glad repose!
'Tis but a dream of love!
The gathering pains I feel,
}\ietbought (oh, blissful sound!)
The ~bills tbat o'cr me steal,
:My voice of praise was found
Are friends-not foes.
With those above.
Can tbis be Death?
It is but going home!
There, there my Saviour stands,
With sweet inviting hands;
:My Lord, I come.
ETHli:L.

FOIt a sinner, who has broke the law, to expect to be saved by the law
he has broken, i. e., by works of his own, is just as if a capital malefactor,
under sentence of death, shall endeavour to sue out his own pardon upon
the footing of that very Act of Parliament by virtue of which he stands
condemned.
MADAN.,
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THE HIGH, THE LOW, THE BROAD, THE NARROW.
My DEAlt BROTHER,-Amidst the all-engrossing activities of a city
minister's life, it is with some difficulty one finds time for calm and
deliberate thought on the many questions of vital interest that press
for decision in our day; but, as we must think, it is well to utilize
every half-haul' at our disposal for that purpose, For example, the
half-hour when we are dressing in the morning, the half-hour when
we a1'e trying to make our way through the streets to visit some distant
member of our congregation, the half-hour when we are kept waiting for
some unpunctual friend; &c. Now I am going to give you the production
of one of my dressing half-hours, when my thoughts ran upon the different
parties in the Church of England, and my own position among them.
It is generally said that these parties amount to three-the High, the
Low, and the Broad, but methought that to make the classification complete we must admit another, and that is the Narrow. These, I think, will
include all, and I may as well tell you before I proceed that I found my
own place among the last, where I dare say others have placed me before
now, and where I should feel unwilling to remain if the position was as
bad'as is generally represented; but that is just what I doubt, and it is
one of my objects in writing this paper to tell you why. I must proceed,
however, to speak of these fonr classes seriatim, and thus I shall arrive
at the fourth, ~l1Id tell you what I tllink specially about that.
1. The High party in the Church, as everyone knows, is composed of
extreme churchmen, that is, of those who mistako altogether, as I consider, the true character of the Church of Christ, which you and I know,
blessed be God for it, must partake of the nature of its glorious Head,
the Lord Jesus Christ; that is, it must be spiritual as He is spiritual,
holy A s He is holy, ,living as He is living, and heavenly as He is heavenly,
In other words, the genuine Church of Christ must be of divine construction, composed of the living stones, selected and fashioned and
quickened, everyone of them, by the Wise :M:a'ster Builder Himself, who
has selected and laid the Corner Stone, even Jesus, and demands that
every successive stone laid upon it should be of the same nature and in
perfect conformity with it. But that is not the character of the manconstructed Church, which the High Churchman patronizes; it is too mean
and bald to suit his eye or his taste, just as the divine Corner Stone
himself was in the judgment of the proud and ostentatious Pharisee.
Had our Lord accepted the offer of Satan when he "took Him up into
the Myl. mountain, and :;hewed Him all the kingdoms of the world and
the glory of them," and constructed His Church out of the elements of
grandeur, dignity, and wealth, which then caught His eye, He would
have produced an ecclesiastical system which would now enjoy the admiration of the most carnal and God-hating members of man's fallen race.
That Church would have been declared worthy of all acceptation, and to
do credit to the taste and skill of its heavenly Architect; and without doubt
8atan's offer forms the beau ideal in the High Churchman's conception
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of what the Church which he loves ought to be, and therefore one can
see that his High churchmanship derives its inspiration rather from the
high mountaiu view of satanic craft and enmity to Jesus, than from the
spirit and teaching of Him who said, "I.,earn of me, for I am meek and
lowly in hoart."
The High Churchman loves his Church, not because he sees Jesus there,
or because it is composed of those who lovo Him; neither does he care
that overy stone of it should be filled with the Holy Ghost, or separated
from a godless world. 1'he fact is, the Church of his cal'llal conception is
the objoct of his idolatry, and the more of the world's powor and glory it
Las tho more he loves and worships it; and therefore, unconsciously it
may be, but assuredly he will accompany the tempter up to the high
muuntain, if he will on:1y endow his system of Christianity with the
earthly grandeur and glory with which the kingdoms of the world are
ondowed. Is not that the history of the Papal system ?-acceptance by
ropes and prelates for the professing Church, of. that which the" holy,
]HLrmless, undefiled " Jesus sternly refused for the heavenly Institution
which He came to establish amor.g men. Thus is the High Churchman
under the same fatal influence as the Medimval Church builders, who
caused professing Christendom to sin by substituting the scheme suggested
by satanic policy for tho " Church of the first-born," designed in heaven,
and inaugurated by tho Son of God Himself, in whom alone its beauty,
its perfection, and its glory aro found.
2. As the High Churchman loves his Church because he sees his own
ideas of self-importance antI influence reflected thore, so the Low Churchman, as I thiuk, he is erroueously called, is content to accept for himself
and his Church a position immeasurably beneath that of his beloved Lord
and Master Jesus Christ, whom he is Clontent to adopt as his model of
whatever is of Goel, in this Satan-ruled world. He has not learned
Christ or the Church of Christ upon the mountain-top with the evil one,
but iu the lowly valley with Jesus; neithor has he seen either arrayed in
the purple and gold amI cunning workmanship of earthly "art anel man's
device;" but he has seen both despised and rejectcd by a godles::l world,
which is incapable of di::lcoming and appreci~Lting tho spiritual graces
with which both aro olll'iched from above. He is a member of the
Church of England, not bocauso he regards her as the Church of Christ,
for which she is mistaken by the High Churchman, but because he finds
his Master and His word honoured there; because in her articles and
formularies she embodies so much of Gospel truth, and maintains a
faithful protest against the daring and blasphemous usurpation of the
Papal system; and, moreover, because he enjoys as large an amount of
Christian privileg'e and Christian liberty there as he could under any
other system. But he is not blind to her defects and short-comings.
However highly he appreciates the beauty and solemnity of her services,
the generally spiritual character of her liturgy, the homage which she
pays to the word of God, the evangelical correctness of her teaching, and
the spirit of Christian charity which pervades all her ordinances; he sees
blemishes which he would gladly remove, and he deplores an apparent
defel'once to forms aud phrases which he feels assured Dlust, had oppo~
tunity beon aifordod, have been relegated to the ecclesiastical lumberroom, with tho rest of the ricketty, moth-eaten, and mouldering rubbish
of ante-Reformation times. He mourns these the moro because they
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ivo n. sort of colour to the views and practices of the High Church
tulsailants ofthe Church's Reformation character, and sometimes embarrass
her friends when they stand forth in her defence.
vVith all these drawbacks, however, the Christian churchman contemplates with gratitude and joy the extent to which He who walks in the
midst of the golden candlesticks has used the good old Church of
Eugland for the extension of His truth and the glory of His name. He
has, I doubt not, authorised millions of His redeemed ones to say, amid
the glories of His kingdom, that they were born there; yea, and He has
matured and trained and fitted them for heaven there: and what has been
shall be again, therefore there is no reason on that ground for abandoning her. But we must surely see that she is an earthen vessol, and not
only subject to, but exhibiting certain cracks and chips and flaws that
plainly indicate her earthly origin, in which God has been pleased to
deposit His most precious treasures for the use of His children; and they
are taught to remember that while the jewels are inestimable, the casket
in which they are contained is comparatively of little account. 'I'hat conviction regulates the ecclesiastical status of the Low Churchman. It is
not to the national Church as a human institution he yields his homage,
but to Him whom that Church proclaims and serves. It is not the carthly
system that he clings to, but the heavenly endowments of that system for
the Master's use, and the eternal welfare of His people; and in whatever
Church system he finds the same Saviour and the same spiritual tokens
of His presence and power, he feels bound to recognize tho same divine
instrumentality, and bid God-speed to the workers employed thoro, and
success to their work. This also is a characteristic of tho Low Churchman that he practically admits God's right to use a variety of instruments
in bringing souls to Christ, and that ho does not arrogantly denounce or
ignore the labours of faithful mon in other vinoyards besiclo his own;
and for this offence against High Church assumption, perhaps, more
than anything else, he is contemptuously visited with the designation of
Low Churchman. Remembering, however, how his Master was hated
and reviled because He spoke and acted against the pretensions of Jewish
pride and bigotry, the Low Churchman may well prefer his place with
the "meek aud lowly" Jesus, of whom it was said opprobriously that
He was "a Samaritan, and had a devil," to the highest seats in the
~ynagogues, and the chiefest rooms at feasts, with those against whom
even the gentle and loving Son of God uttered the terrible denunciation,
"Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites."
3. I fear I must say, however uncharitable it may appeal', that the
sympathies of the Broad Churchman are rather with the multitudes who
are going in the broad way of which our IJord speaks, than with the
,exclusive" little flock" that Jesus loves, and that love .J esus, and who
are passing through the H strait gate and narrow way that lead unto
life," and which, He tells us, there are few that find. The leading idea
of the Broad Churchman is comprehension; a word, I take it, of'ill
omen to the professing Church, but which seems to be what the French
call the mot d' O1'dre, or word of command from our ecclesiastical authorities at the present day. It is plain to see that it means simply latitudinaria~ism, the ignoring of all distinctive teaching in God's word, and
the l'ecognition within the temple of God of every wind of doctrine,
blow from what quarter it may. The Broad Churchman claims credit
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for an amount of charitable consideration for the doctrinal errors of his.
fellow-mell, provided they are moral and amiable, such as the members
of the more rigid and exclusive parties in the Ohurch do not pretend to;
and of c01lrse they in their turn expect indulgence for any amount of
freo thinking and free speaking on the subject of revealed truth which
they may choose to employ. No sentiments are more insidious with the
multitude, who rarely think at all, or with minds of an intellectual as
constructed with a spiritual cast, than the generalities uttered by these
men, such as "Every man should judge for himself in matters of
religion;" "If a man is only conscientious, it matters but little what
doctrines he holds;" "Oharity to others is the best religion;" "A
good man is sure to be a good Ohristian;" or, as I think Pope expresses it"For points of faith let senseless bigots fight,
He can't be wrong whose life is in the right."
And then that withering sentiment, "A national Ohurch should
embrace all shades of thought, and should exemplify mutual charity
and forbearance among all professing Christians, however divergent
their creeds." Then, I say, perish all national Ohurches constructed
upon such an unscriptural basis. The very enunciation of the principle
is far more in alliance with infidelity than Ohristianity, for while the
great object of Ohristianity is to glorify God, nothing can be more
insulting to Him than to say any kind of recognition of His revealed purpose and His marvellous exercise of wisdom and love in His Son, is
good enough for Him, provided that the opinions and feelings of His
rebellious creatures are treated with respect.
I cannot help charging Broad Ohurchism, as it is called, with the
daring conduct attributed by St. Paul to the heathen, "worshipping and
serving the creature more than the Oreator, who is blessed for ever;"
for its entire sympathy is with man, even when he comes into collision
w~th his Maker. Man's will must reign paramount, even where the
WIll of J ehovah is plainly antagonistic to it. '1'he infidel, the Roman
Catholic, the Socinian, have a right to entertain and disseminate their
views, of Courso expecting men to accept them; but God's ways of
thinking and acting will be tolerated only on the condition of satisfying
the demands of human reason, and of exacting no more faith or obedience than man is disposed to yield. Where they are repugnant to the
human will or intellect, they must not only be rejected, but" everywhere spoken against." This proves simply enmity to God, and that
the heart and mind of the Broad Ohurehman are still in their natural
state, unsanctified, and therefore unconsecrated to the Omnipotent and
His glory. Nothing can be more audacious than for a poor worm of
the dust to say, "Let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh
and come that we may know it." Yet this is the language of him who
claims liberty for every outrage against God and His truth, and who
would daringly subject His decrees to the blind and corrupt decisions of
human judgment.
4. It is becoming quite the fashion to charge the faithful followers of
!esus with narrow-mindedness; and the charge they may readily admit,
If. by narrow-mindedness is meant continuance in the "narrow way"
that leadeth unto life, in preference to turning aside into the" broad
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way" that leadeth to destruction. The Narrow Churchman, then, may be
defined to be one who really believes in the great Gospel truths
embodied in the articles and formularies of his Church, and who considers them worth maintaining in their integrity, without mutilation or
accommodation on the one hand, or addition or perversion on the
other. He sees with sorrow the intrusion of various phases of error
into the Church, and he is told .that this is the day of free thought, and
that men's ideas are moulding themselves into new forms on all subjects
,human and divine; that many convictions held by our forefathers must
now be regarded as obsolete; and that the Scriptures, which served their
purpose admirably in the infancy of mankind, must bQ modified or
supplemented to meet the advance of intelligence, the discoveries of
science, and the demands of a more refined and cultivated taste in the
present day. Any demur to this reasoning, any protest in favour of
an uncompromising adherence to inspired revelation, and God's sove.reign rights in the use of it, is met with the cry of narrow-mindedness,
and is intended to make the friends of Christ and His cause ashamed of
Him and of themselves for their adherence to the old paths, which
leave them so far behind the advanced position which the men of progress have attained.
Well, there is great force in a sneer, and the charge of intellectual
weakness and ignorance is hard to bear i but, thank Ged, there are still
the seven thousand in Israel "left of God to Himself," who will not
bow the knee to the Baal of unsanctified intellect, and its usurpations of
Divine prerogative. Rather will they bow to the charge of nal'l'owness,
weakness, ignorance, stupidity, or any other contemptuous epithet, and
cling with childlike love and confidence to the precious foundation of all
earthly hope and expeetation-Jesus Christ, "the same yesterday, and
to-day, and for ever;" and, if God the lIoly Ghost sustains them by His
grace, they will continue in the enjoyment and defence of the truths
which Jesus and His apostles taught, and maintain before all men,
unintimidated and unabashed, that true CIll'istianity is the religion of
faith in Jesus Christ alone for present peace and fllture glory; and,
therefore, that He and He alone is "the wisdom of God and power of'
God unto salvation," to the prince and the peasant, the savage and the
sage; that man is now what he was two thousand years ago, "lost and
mined by the fall," and as incapable of' apprehending God, of returning
to Him anu serving Him, now as he was then; .and that the wisdom of
the wisest, and the philosophy of the most learned ancl astute, are but
" profane and vain babblings," compared with the glorious scheme of
Divine wisdom and love conceived in the counsels of' Jehovah from all
eternity, and accomplished in the Cross and the sepulchre. Man dies
as a rebel against God, and by what discovery of human science or
philosophy can he be made alive again? The power that fails to
accomplish that is of' little use. Fallen man's gramI desideratum is
LIFE, and no exercise of human skill or intellect has ever [wailed to
anest his downward progress to the tomb, or secure him recovery from
the worm anu the dust. The" Narrow" party think they have found
tile way that leadeth to such a consummation-Jesus, "the ""Vay, the
'l'ruth, and the Life i" Jesus, "the Resurrection and the Life;" and, as they
lind there what all men yearn after-eternal life, they will not exchaIJO'e
;t for the" philosophy and vain deceit" of' modem theology; and, ~s
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they feol thomselvos to be through grace heirs of that eternal life, they
will neithor ho laughed nor bullied out of their convictions, and they
will, at the risk of any amount of reproof, ridicule, or excommunication
1'1'0111 tho social circle or the synagogue, continue to protest against the
new scheme of "comprehension," or confusion of all forms of religious
faith and ohservance under one common designation of either Oatholi('ity or Ohristianity.
It requires some courage to be always watchful and faithful, when
tho tide of popular opinion on religious subjects is ebbing fast. Of
course, if you stand still you must expect to be stranded, and left high
and dry as a mark for the ignorant and interested to shoot at with
bitter words, or to point at with more bitter derision. Well, our
beloved Master went not with the tide in His day, and suffered
accordingly. His apostles dared to be singular in fidelity to Him, and
the same grace that sustained them is available to us. The tide of
truth will flow again. It shall cover the earth as the waters cover the
sea, and its channel, instead of being narrow, will extend to the poles.
God's" narrow" ones will find the place of their habitation enlarged,
and His will be the glory. Amen.--Yours, deal' brother, affectionately,
S. A. WALKER.
Bt'istol.
A WORD TO THE BELOVED "WAYSIDE-NOTE" WRITER.
BELOVED, the reference in your article for the present month to one of
your Bible-jotting's, directly reminded us of a marginal note, as affixed
in our preaching-Bible to the self-same precious portion, namely,
Ezekiel xxix. 21-" I will give thee the opening of the mouth in the
midst of them; and they shall know that I am the Lord." Here it is:
"Plymouth, Sunday morning, September 25th, 1864. Opened upon, after
two nearly sleepless nig'hts, 'Lord, do as Thou hast said.' 'What hath
God wrought ?' Forty years since my first visit to Plymouth. (Deut.
viii. 2,) 'Bless the Lord, 0 my soul.' This was followed by a
blessed day. Foul' full services-two at the prison; two at Oharles
Ohapel. Blessed be the Lord. October 2nd, 1864."
, 'We perfectly agree with you, dear brother, about the application of
the Word. It is what, in our feeble ministrations, we are continually
contending for. No mere exercise of memory, no systematic or customary reading (however g'ood or desirable in its place), no simple referenco or quotation, cau comparo with the heart-power with which a
/jingle word or passage is attended, when spoken home by the Holy Ghost.
What dew, savour, unction accompany it. How soothing in sorrow,
how establishing in time of fearing and doubting; how the clouds
disperse under its precious influence; how are dark forebodings and
dismal apprehensions and gloomy anticipations banished, the moment
the Holy Ghost is pleased to whisper one of His sweet words into His
pOOl' smitten one's heart. Ah, then, how blessedly is realized the
great fact, that, "where the word of a King is there is power."
Moreover, beloved, how desirable is the practice to make these
jottings or little marginal notes. They serve afterwards as "waymarks," "Ebenezers," "helps by the way," and prompt us to "thank
God and take courage;" sending us on our onward and homeward way

The GospellVIagazine.

III

with joy and gladness, causing us afresh to take up one of our sweet
haart-song:; :
" His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review,
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through."
EDITOR.

!\£ht£OOS anh Jotic£s of ~oofts.
Illustrated Texts and Texts Illustrated.
By the Rev. J AMES W AREING
BARDSLEY, M.A., Vicar of St. Paul's, Greenwich. London: Nisbet
and Co. Pp. 132.
TITls book has been reprinted from "The Day of Days," and it is well
worth reprinting. The illustrations are derived from various sources, but
chiefly from Mr. Bardsley's own observations in the Holy Land. They
throw considerable light upon many passages of God's Word; e.g., the
following : "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me."-Ps. li. 0.
"Never," says Mr. Bardsley, "shall I forget a visit which I paid to the leper hospital
outside the cast gate of Damascus, which tradition says occnpies the site of Naaman's
house. A woman was crossing the courtyard, whose loathsome features seemed aU but
eaten away by disease. In her hands-the fingers of which were almost consumed by
leprosy-she held a sweet-looking infant, as fair and pretty a child as one could desire to
see. The contrast was most painful. Life antI health and innocence seemed to sleep in
the arms of sin, disease, and dealh. I said to the missionary who accompanied me, 'Surely
the woman is not the 1I10t her of the child? ' lIe said, 'Yes, she is; the child does not
show the leprosy now, but it is in tl,e blood, and boforo loni; it ",ill probably appear; and
if the infant live long enough she will be as bad as the mothCl'.' ','1ho can bring a clean
thin'" out of an unclean?' The Church of England, in her Dth Article, echoes the voice of
Scripture as to 'birth-~in,' when she says that' Original sin is the fault and corruption of
the nature of every man that naturally is engendered of the ofl~~]lring of Adam.' "

Clerical Workshops, and the Tools 1tsccl therein. By MINA RUMP},'. With a
Pieface by the Author of "Haste to the Rescuo."· London: Nisbet
and Co. Pp. 88.
A CURIOUS title, but a most useful little book. Its design is to render
really practical help to workers in country parishes, where workers are
few and means are scanty, and it well carries out this design; but at the
same time we believe that many a worker in a town parish will be
grateful for it too. Its subjects embrace, "Village Libraries;" "Village
Bible Classes for Young Men;" "Our School Treat;" "Missionary
Meetings;" "Mothers' Clubs;" "Cottage Garden Shows;" "Tract DistI'ibution ;" "Festive Gatherings j" "Our Organ-How we got it, and what
we paid for it," &c., &c. One of the strongest recommendations of this
little work is that it is thoroughly practical j the authoress is not afraid
to enter into details, such as the amount of cake, etc., required for a
school treat, the names of books found to be most popular in a village
library, &c., and in every case she seems to give the result of her own
oxperience. The wri~er o~ the preface says :-:-" I remember with what
joy I should have haIled Just such a help as Its pages offer when, years
ago, I came from very different scenes and associations to the duties of
parish work, as the wife of a young clergyman."
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.:Stories fo/' Wilh'n.fJ Ea/'s. A Book for Boys. By T. S. E.
Hamilton, Adams, and Co. Pp. 160.
A CAl'ITAJ, book for boys.

London:

Experimental Gl~i(les. By RODERT PHILIP, D.D.
Edinburgh: Wm. P. Nimmo.

ABOUT the year 1830, the Rev. Robert Philip, of Maberly Chapel,
London, commenced the publication of this series of small volumes, intended as " Guides" to various classes of Christians. They met 'Yith a
wielo circulation, both in England and America; and, having been for
some years out of print, they are now re-issued, in a new and revised
odition, with an introductory preface by the Rev. Albert Barnes, the
eminent commentator. The subjects of these volumes are: -1. "Christian
Experience; or, a Guide to the Perplexed." 2." Communion with God;
or, a Guide to the Devotional." 3." Eternity Realized; or, a Guide to
the Thoughtful." 4." Pleasing God; or, a Guide to the Conscientious."
5. "The God of Glory; or, a Guide to the Doubting." 6. "Redemption;
or, the New Song in Heaven, the Test of Truth and Duty on Earth." 7.
"Sacramental Experience; or, the Real Secret of Enjoyment at the Lord's
Table." 8." The Comforter; or, the Love of the Spirit traced in His
Work and Witness." The following extract will give some idea of the
contents : . . . . . "Thus it is that the Scriptures teach almost the identity of faith and
prayer; and uniformly represent believers as prayerrul, and the prayerful as believers.
This scriptural fact is of incalculable value, both to those who haye been perplexed by the
public controversies about faith, and to those who have Leen perplcxed by their o\\'n fears
and jealousies. Both classes are more numerous than many suppose. But what a pity,
and how unnecessary, that the pr:tyerful;amongst them should waste their time or their
spirits in dOllbting and discussing the genuineness of their faith! How much better that
time woulcl be employed if devoted to secret prayer. That would brillg and keep before
the mind, in light ancI loveliness, the grand object of faith-Christ crucified; and when
ne is before the mind, in the brightness of His giOl'y and the freeuess of His grace; in
the love of His heart and the omnipotence of His hand; in the all.suffieiency of His sacrifice, and the allthority of His exam plc, 11l1belief is
ovcrpowered and fear clispersed, like clouds before the SUIl. \Vhat, now, do
you think of your own case? Your chief difficulty has been, hitherto, to arrive
at a sotisf"etory conclusion as to the rc:tlityof your f:tith in Christ. Sometimes you
.have suspeeted that it was a mere ki.torical faith. But does historical faith pray
fervently? At other times you have thvught it no better ~han the faith of devils.
But devils do not pm!!, whatever they may believe. You have also thought it dead faith.
'TIut does dead faith pm?! earnestly? You have often thought it the mere faith of educa·tion or custom-that v"gue .nd vapid kind of believing which anyone can practise, end
whieh everyone professes. l3ut does this current faith lead into the closet with strong
cries and tears for mercy? I would not, 101' worlds, flatter YOU; blit, I must say that, if
you are in the habit of praying with the heart in secret, und in the name of Christ, and
for a holy salvation, your faith is ' the faith of God's clect.'"

Volume for 1872. Edited by J. ERSICINE CLAlUCE, M.A.
London: W. W. Gardner.
A DEAUTIFUL present for the little ones.
Clwttcrbox.

WE have also rooeived, "Brney, a Little Worker for Christ;" "The
.Children's Pri7.o;" "The Redeeming Love of God;" "Hymns and
.Poems;" "'file Gospel 'I'rumpet;" "The British Messenger;" "Good
News," &:0.

