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«Wilo comforteth us in an our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in :loUy
trouble. by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COlt. i. 4.

MEETINGS· AND GREETINGS OF THE
CHILDREN OF GOD.
" Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and thc
Lord hem'kened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written
bq/ore Him for them that feal'ed the L01'd, and that thought upon His
name."-MALACHI iii. 16.
.rUST as we were entering the sanctuary, a few Sundays ago, to
commence the services of the day, we met a smiling old pilgrim. He
had passed his threescore years and ten. With a warm grasp of the
hand, and a glowing countenance as he wished us peace and joy in
the work in which we were about to be engaged, he said, "I am just
going to talk to the people a little about the twenty-seventh Psalm.
There it says, you know, 'I had fainted unless I had believed to see the
goodness of'the Lord in the land of the living.' This is the land of
THE DEAD," said he, very emphatically; but, looking up with a
fac~ beaming- with delight, he exclaimed, "That's the land of THE
T,lVING! "

The dear old man's words and look warmed one's heart, connected
as they were with the smiling salutation of another aged one,
bordering upon fourscore years, who came up at the moment. On our
way to the house of God that morning, we fell in with another dear
friend, of whom we once spoke in these pages. He is a preacher
among the Wesleyans, and called upon us once on a Saturday
morning under deep depression, in consequence of the severe illness
of his aged partner. We talked with him a little upon that occasion
about unchangeable love, and a wisely and well-ordered covenant,
until his face beamed with joy; and, with warmth of heart, as he
left, he said, " The Lord sent me here this morning."
Well, this was the dear old minister we fell in with on our way
to church upon the morning of which we spe'1k. In his own kind
way he spoke of our recent loss of a dear brother. The snbject, in
consequence, turned upon that of death, and we candidly told him
how deep our exercises for a long time had been with respect to
F

58

Tlte Gospel J11agazille.

death; that the simple resting we had for nearly forty years experienced in regard to the closing scene was now for the most part
taken away, and the mind, as the result, greatly tossed and tried.
He said, in reply to our inquiry about himself in this matter, that it
was not so; that he had such an abiding sense of the presence of
Jesus that he did not fear. He then spoke of the deep exercises he
had had, upwards of thirty years ago, when labouring as a missionary
in India. He was in fever, and apparently in its last stage, and all
but gone, when the Lord graciously spoke these words, " 1 shall not
die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord."
We remarked, " Why, a word spoken liJee that by the Lord will do
more good than all the medicine you could take. The Lord," we
added, "spake the selfsame words to me in a storm when crossing
between Scotland and Ireland; and that directly removed all fear of
the ship's sinking."
Oontinuing his narrative, our dear old friend said that just after
the words had thus been spoken to him a friend came into his room.
He said, "Take me up in your arms, will you? and carry me into
the other room." There he laid him upon a sofa; and, as persons
dying without a will in India his effects are confiscated, " they prepared my will; but I knew I was not going to die." Nor did he, as
the sequel proved.
Speaking of another aged minister-a Welshman-he said, " He
lately asked me to come to his chapel, and to bring the Master with
me. When I got there I told the people of their pastor's wish; but,"
he added, " I could not come without Him. He is always with me."
Said we, " You remind me of the passage, 'Lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world.'"
"I am going to preach at such a place," said he, alluding to a
large chapel in the neighbourhood, "and I always go there with
trembling." " Oh, just go and talk to UU~1n as you have been talking
to me," we replied. "Why, here am I, with the text I had been
meditating upon taken away; and now I am going to endeavour to
talk to the people a little about that precious portion, ' We know
that all things work together for good to them that love God, and to
them that are the called according to His purpose.' " " That reminds
me," said he, "that, when I was preaching from that very passage at
the place where I am now going to, I saw smoke coming up through
the boards, and, without saying anything to the congregation, I
calmly brought the service to a close, and dismissed them, the fire
taking a great hold afterwards."
Shaking the dear old friend's hand. and wishing him God-speed,
we thought, as we walked away, "What folly it is to lay such stress
upon mere party names;" and, as we afterwards remarked in the
pulpit, touching upon the meetings and the greetings of that morning:
"Here was a so-called Arminian talking thorough Oalvinism, and
~sre 'was a professed High Oalvinist under Arminian fears and
feelings. "
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Now, some of our readers, we presume, will quibble at these statements, and imagine we are wavering-compromising-falling awa.y
from the good old verities of the covenant salvation of a covenant
God for a covenant people. Ab, well, the Lord Himself knows best
about that. He knows whether, in our declining years, we are either
in a position, or have the veriest inclination, to surrender one particle
of a heartfelt belief in, and a whole and sole reliance upon, the
unchanging love of an unchanging God. Divest us of this, unst>ttle
us in th s hI ssed convictions and Scriptural assurances, and you at
once mak u of all men most miserable.
But, much as we love these covenant verities - these divine
immutables-we have no sympathy whatever with a cold, dry, sapless
setting forth of doctrine, and doctrine only. We would far, far sooner
meet with a simple-minded, warm-hearted, so-called Wesleyan, who
is ready to bear grateful testimony to where the Lord met with him,
what He has done for him, how He has guided him, and kept him,
and taught him, for so many, many years, and how he is hoping in
Him, and looking to Him, and longing to be with Him-we say,
we would a thousand times sooner meet with one of these simplehearted ones, who is" prepared to give a reason of the hope that is in
him with meekness and fear," than with oue who in his hair-splitting
is watching to "make a man an offender for a word."
It is for LIFE-LIFE, we look, and not mere doctrinal light or
superficial head knowledge. That the mind should be well versed in
the truth is of greatest moment, as, under God, it may serve to
" stablish, strengthen, settle," and help to preserve from being" carried
about by every wind of doctrine." But oh! the dew, the savour"
the unction, the power, the mellowing, and the bedewing which
attend the simple telling out of the Lord's leadings and dealings,.
patience and longsuffering, tenderness and compassion. Ah, what
mere doctrinal statement will compare with this?
And then, if the dear children of God are led to watch narrowly
the working of their own minds, they will see what an abiding there is
of one of these blessed interviews-these meetings and greetings-where
precious living power is experienced in talking of the good hand of
the Lord upon them. Sucp. intercourse-such communion-such
fellowship of' spirit, has a thousandfold sweeter and stronger hold
upon the heart and affections than mere theoretic talk or dry doctrinal discussions. All well as it may be in its place, the dew and
the savour and the love is lacking that is so richly and blessedly
experienced when the Master draweth nigh and shines in upon the
path; the Holy Ghost, as the Remembrancer, leading back the minds
of both the one and the other of these communing ones, in precious
retracings of. all the way by which He has led, where He met--how
He taught-when Christ was revealed-how the sin and the guilt
and the misery were taken away. Then leading off the mind from
present care and anxiety, perplexity, and crushing weight, to a fresh
looking to the hills whence cometh help. And then stretching the
F
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eye onward and homeward, as the whole soul is mellowed and
bedewed under the silent whisper-the renewed assurance-" I will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee."
Ah, what blessed seasons-what rich soul enjoyment! vYhat a
casting off of care and anguish, bitterness and sorrow, for the time
being,' do such meetings and greetings occasionally lead to! And we
repeat, where this is the case, it has a vividness and a power, in
sweet and precious remembrances and retracings, that nothing else
can give. It is JESUS ONLY then. The MAsT~;R, and not men, then.
Christ is then exalted, and becomes very high in the soul's best and
tenderest affections. The language of the beloved disciple is then
perfectly understood, "Did not our heart burn within us while He
talked with us by the way, and opened unto us the Scriptures? "
Reader, do YOtt know anything of such meetings and greetings?
If so, you will say with us they are very blessed.
Stepping into an omnibus the other morning, there sat opposite
to us an elderly lady. She was at the time the only passenger
beside ourselves. After the usual morning salutation, we fell into
conversation. Ages were compared; and, to our astonishment, she
was ten years our senior, although her bright, happy face betokened
she was considerably younger. "Eight-and-twenty years ago," she
said, "I was left a widow with seven children, six of them girls. My
husband was a good man. Before he died, he said, 'It's better that
you should be left with the children than I. You will do better than
I could,' or words to that effect. When his speech was gone," she
added, "he raised his hand, as much as to say, , Look up !' When
I had paid his funeral expenses," she continued, "I had exactly one
pound left. Looking round upon my seven children, I said, 'My
children, how shall r find bread for you?' , Pray for it,' said the
youngest, then a little thing a year old, just beginning to prattle.
r have felt that a rebuke ever since," she added. She then testified
how wonderfully tho Lord had aplleared and provided for her all
through her widowhood. Some two or three of the children had
died, but the others httd been well provided for, amongst them the
youngest in particular, who is married and comfortably settled in
London. A more cheerful, happy-looking woman we never remember
to have met. It seemed as though, in her declining years, she had
not a care, but was resting, in the simplest and most childlike way,
upon the Lord, something like the old woman spoken of in the
leaflet, who met the "Suppose this" and the" Suppose that" with
"You have no right to suppose, but seek to leave it with t.he Lord.
Strive to be still, and know that He is God."
Ah, this is the happy position, dear reader. Would God that
you and ourselves were a little more ftLmiliar with it.
We had the pleasure of hearing the newly-appointed Canon
RE EYES preach, a short time since, in St. Silas' Church, Bristol. In
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the course of his sermon, speaking of the Lord's dealings with His
people, he said, " The happiest man he ever met was an inmate of
Marylebone Workhouse, whom he had. known for twenty years."
Ah, reader, depend upon it that "godliness with contentment"not godliness with murmuring and repining-and, alas! alas! there
is far, far too much of this, giving as it were the lie to the professionbut godliness with eontentment is great gain."
" I don't like to hear people talk about what they have lost," said
one with a family, the other day, in our hearing. Let them rather
talk about what they have gained. I have lost a good bit; but I've
gained a good deal more. I came into Bristol with only so and so,
and I have much more than that now, though I have lived and
brought up my family."
We thought that was a very proper light in which to view matters;
and we thought, too, of the dear little child just now mentioned, that
she was a striking illustration of the Scripture, " Out of the mouths
of babes and sucklings Thou hast perfected praise." It is wonderful
how the Lord is pleased sometimes to speak through the medium of
a little child. And, if the Lord does not" despise the day of small
things," quite sure we are that it ill becomes us to do so.
We shall never forget a certain Sunday morning, many years ago,
when, after an anxious Saturday and a restless night, we sat at breakfast in want of' a text. Our then youngest child, a little girl of four
or five years of age, with a sweet voice, went over to the piano; and,
as her brother played, she sang most touchingly, " Oh, rest in the
Lord, and wait patiently for Him." In a moment, thought we, " I
have a text," and never do we remember to have preached with
sweeter liberty than we did that morning from Psalm xxxvii. 7 :
" Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him : fret not thyself because
. of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth
wicked devices to pass." We see, by reference to our Bible, it was
on the 8th of September, 1861. In looking back at that date, dear
reader, and contemplating all that has since transpired, well may we,
of all men, exclaim" Many days have passed since then,
Many changes have we seen;
Yet have been upheld till now:
Who couldst hold us up but Thou? "

The Lord help us to add" His love in time past forbids us to think
He'll leave us at last in trouble to sink:
Each sweet Ebenezer we have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help us quite through."

This word "confirm" reminds us of a time of intense pleading
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with the Lord, very recently, on behalf of a dear friend. The Lord
had again and again, in a most marked and merciful way, made bare
His almighty arm on his behalf. This was retraced and acknowledged before the Lord, and pleaded as earnests, and tests, and proofs
of His goodness, love, and power. But now the whole soul was led·
out in ardent entreaty that the Lord would CONFIRM. It had been a
year of mercy, and as the close of it drew nigh the cry was that the
Lord would "confirm it unto the end," that He would. ratify and
establish His kind and gracious acts in a marked and merciful manner,
proving thereby, as He put the top-stone to it, that all the former
leadings and dealings were His own tender, loving acts. The Lord
heard prayer, and He did "CONFIRM" indeed in the most striking
and unlooke(~-for way.
Oh, dear reader, could we but put the Lord to the test, sure we are
we should see His hand. to our adoring wonder and amazement. Well,
indeed, may we fall under the rebuke, "Ye fLsk, and receive not, because
ye ask .amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts."
But,personally, what we fall under is the haif-hem·ted way in
which we ask. It is so seldom we seem in that right-down earnest,
resolute, determined spirit in which J acob was when, in the sweet
and blessed exercise of faith, he exclaimed, "I will not let Thee go,
except Thou bless me."
Now, we rarely get there. We have known the blessedness of the
pl'lsition, thank God! but for the most part it is with us only too commonly the asking as a matter of course, the formal acknowledgment,
the set plea, the confession of a felt unworthiness, the declaration of
surprise and astonishment at the patience and the forbearance and the
longsuffering; but, with all this, there is not the steadfast, fixed, immovable resolution, "I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me ; "
the Moses-cry, "Heal her NOW, 0 God, I beseech Thee;" the
Hezekiah-craving, " What shall be the sign that the Lord will heal
me, and that I shall go up into the house of the Lord the third day?"
that blessed importunity and fixedness of purpose of the woman of
Shunem, when she said to the prophet, "As the Lord liveth, and as
thy soulliveth, I will not leave thee."
Ah, sure we are that if, instead. of the half-heartedness and the
going away without an answer, there was this holy determinationthis blessed resolution-to abide, and plead, and wrestle, and argue,
that precious testimony would fLssuredly follow-" AND fIE J3I"ESSED
HIM THERE."
Some, doubtless, will call this legal. Well, if it be so, if we are
not very much mistaken, it is the legality of the Bible. It is a
legality which is to be found in'" Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, and
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you." It is the
legality couched in the Lord's rebuke, "But thou hast not called upon
me, 0 Jacob; but thou hast been weary of me, 0 Israel."
Through a passing remark of a mutual friend, we heard of one who
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was specially tried. Ah, his was a trial indeed. No mere imaginary
trial-no self-made cross-nothing of the assumed, or fancied, or
pretended; but real-real-and oh, how real! Poor dear man! how
one's heart bled for him; and yet it was such a tender, delicate kind
-of thing that one could not venture to give the veriest hint at the
matter, so that no sympathy could be tendered. However, as God
would have it, the subject was broached in the most unexpected way,
nor shall we soon forget the tried one's turning aside to wipe away
the falling tears. But what a vein of sympathy was instantly opened,
and what a key to that blessed portion given, "We have not an high
priest that cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but
was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin." We sought
to say a few words with a view to comfort, and ventured to add that
even such a tt-ial might" work together for good." We were never
more taken by surprise, however, than when the tried one replied that
"' he felt it was for his good." That answer led to further conversation, the which gave us the most cheering conviction that the Lord
was graciously working where we had not the least idea of such being
the case.
We trust our readers may feel it in their hearts to bear that so
deeply exercised one before the Lord, that His own blessed arm may
be made bare in this most critical case, and that the tried one may
experimentally realize the truth of Job's words, "He knoweth the
way that I take; and when He hath tried me, I shall come forth as
gold." Two lessons have been taught us in connection with this
case; first, by comparison, how small our own personal trials in contrast
with that; secondly, if sympathy be awakened in our poor cold
selfish heart, what must the sympathy of JESUS be ?
Passing down into the parish, just now, we saw an aged one
descending a footpath just on our right hand. Commenting upon
the steepness of the way he had come, we said, "And how old are
you? " " Seventy-nine!" was the answer. We were amazed as we
gazed upon his fresh-looking countenance. For nearly seventy years,
we found, he and a still older brother had been in one service. "How
many children have you had?" "Thirteen; eleven are still alive, for
aught I know;" and then he went on to say how many were in
Australia and in America. We then said what a mercy it was, at our
age, to have a hope beyond! He acquiesced; and then, speaking of
his children, testified of what a weight and care it was daily to
present them to the Lord. We reminded him of the still greater mercy
of what it was for the Lord Himself to present us, according to
that Scripture, "He ever liveth to make intercession for us." The old
man's face brightened, and he said what a blessing he felt one portion
in particular to be, " The wayfaring man, though a fool, shall not
err therein;" and he added, "What a Teacher is Christ! "
We only walked about a hundred yards together, and then turned
off different ways, hut in that short distance enough passed to make
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such meetings and greetings prove that the Lord's Spirit-quickened,
Spirit-taught, and Spirit-led ones have bread to eat which the world
knows not of.
Dear reader, if the Lord will, we hope to return to this subject again,
a~d then seek to contemplate the precious fact, with respect to these
communings of His children, as they journey onward and homeward
through this waste howling wilderness, that the Lord Himself hearkens
and hears, and that a book of remembrance is written before Him (as
though to certify the fact and to remind Him of it), not merely of
those who fear the Lord, but of those likewise who even think (that
is with longing thoughts, and plaintive desires, and holy breathings)
upon His name.
St. Lttke's, Bedrninster, Jail. 7, 1876.
THE EDITOR.

REMEMBER.
" Thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee."DEU1'. viii. 2.
ANOTHER year alighteth, with laden wings, we see;
Whether of joy or sorrow, dear Lord, we leave with Thee.
Thou art so wise and gracious, we only ask to know
That Thou art gently leading where Thou wouldst have us go.
We scarcely thought to weather life's storm another year:
The flesh so frail and trembling-the Refuge, oh, how dear!
But Thou hast always helped us to " cast on Thee our care,"
And answered-oh, how often I-the lispings of our prayer.
Sometimes we have been weary, for we possess no might,
But never have felt lonely when Thou hast been in sight;
And, while we leaned upon Thee, we seemed to grow so strong,
We thought we should not falter the journey all along.
But Thou awhile, to try us, hast let us step alone;
Then, oh, how very quickly our confidence has flown!
We could not stand a moment upon our own" weak feet,"
Falling at every little stone and brier we chanced to meet.
Therefore we thank Thee, Father, that thongh the lessons taught
Have seemed to us so irksome and with difficulty fraught,
The discipline is whole8ome, for indeed we hope to be
Remembered when Thou comest, as those who" learnt of 'fhee.'
We praise Thee for the mercy and grace which have been given
To aid in all emergency upon the road to heaven I
And, when life's toils are ended, and tasks shall finished be,
Oh, how the thought delights us I-then we shall look on 'fhee ~
And so we'll try with patience to wait until the end,
Which ushers in the period we trust with Thee to spend;
How happy then we all shall be to hear Thee, Father, say,
"My children, we will part no ?nore-you are at home for aye."

CardijJ.
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THE PRINOE AND HIS PRINOELY TRAIN.
"And tlte Prince in tlte midst of them, when they go in, shall ,qo in; and wlwn
tl.ey go forth sltalt go forth.'"-ElIEKIEL xlvi. 10.

THE visit of the Prince of "\Vales to India, attended by a goodly train of
notables, is a theme in every mouth at the time we again take up the
pen to hold converse with our brethren and sisters in Ohrist. Well, the
writer is a thorough loyalist; he loves his queen, and watches with
anxiety the course of the prince who is to be England's future king.
Oh, that he may follow as a man in the footsteps of his august father,
and be led to sing as he sang, feelingly and experimentally, those
precious lines of dear Toplady, "Rock of ages, cleft for me," as that is
the only safe Rock for both prince and peasant. But, while kings and
potentates must go the way of all flesh, there is one Prince and His
princely followers who will ever remain, and it is with Him we have to
do. But methinks we hear a weak and feeble-faith one exclaim, "Did
you say princely folZowe?Os? Then I fear I cannot put in my claim to be
one in the train of Jesus; I am so unworthy." Oh, yes, you can, and
we hope to be able to prove, ere we lay down the pen, that the least in
the family is a prince unto God.
The passage which has arrested our attention at this time is a very
significant and precious one. It appears that the hand of the Lord was
upon Ezekiel, whereby in the visions of God he saw and was led into
wondrous things. Set down upon a high mountain, he beheld outstretched the frame of a mighty city, while a man, whose appearance
,~as like brass, with a line of flax in his hand, and a measuring reed,
directed his attention to the various points and parts of the city, and
bade him declare all he saw to the house of Israel. The porch, walls,
gates, chambers, arches, posts, steps, &c., all were pointed out, and
especially the temple and the gate thereof through which the glory of the
Lord passed. Difficult as it is to understand the vision, we think we are
not far wrong in taking it as an illustration of the Ohurch of Ohrist.
The Man with the measuring line is Jesus Himself, similarly desr.ribed in
other parts of the sacred Scriptures, and the point which is conveyed to
us in our portion brings out that wonderful identity between Ohrist and
His people, "The Prince, in the midst of them, when they go in, shall go
in; and when they go forth shall go forth." Oh, this precious and soulcomforting fad for the poor sinner! Our blessed Lord when on earth
frequently gave evidence of it. On one occasion He said, "Whosoever
shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother,
and sister, and mother." And at another time He asserts, " I am the Vine,
ye are the branches;" and, referring to the sympathy extended to His own,
He says, "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these
my brethren, ye have done it unto me." And again, "Whosoever shall
receive one such little child in my name receiveth me." And, in anticipation of His ascension, He says, "I ascend unto my Father and your
Father, and to my God and your God;" and elsewhere speaks of His people
and Himself being glorified together. Oh, how precious, we repeat, and
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soul-comforting, is this wondrous identity. And how, again and again,
did the Apostle Paul testify to the same. "So we," he says, "being many,
are one body in Christ. For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body being many are one body,
so also is Christ." And the same Apostle must have looked back to his
memorable conversion, and have remembered the wonderful utterance
from heaven, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?" conveying the
same fact of the identity between Christ and His people.
But to look again at our passage, "the Prince ~'n the midst of them."
There is something precious in this word prince, and especially does the
title of "Prince of Peace" belong to Jesus. He is the King of kings'
Son, and has courtly power and authority. He is the Author of peace
between Jew and Gentile, and through Him His own from among both
become" children without blemish." He has made peace between the
eternal God and the sinner, and through Him we gain now a peace of
mind which passeth all understanding, and final peace and rest hereafter.
And how specially did He when on earth manifest forth His character
of the Prince of Peace; for when crushed under the weight of accumulated
ignominy and shame, with the crown of thorns on His dear head, and
the purple robe which was put upon Him in mockery, yet Re uttered
not a word of complaint. Truly He was "led as a lamb to the slaughter." Oh, how ashamed we must be when we think how little we are
like our Master. The many words we utter when tried, and the anger
we exhibit at even a slight injury, while He was the Prince of Peace in
every sense of the title.
And now with regard to His princely train. P€1'haps it will be as
well to notice some who do not belong to it.
Strangers do not.
Such are not of His retinue. The Ziphites, though belonging to the
same tribe as David, acted the part of strangers in seeking to deliver
him up to his enemies, foreshadowing the part the Jewish nation would
act towards our spiritual David. " He came unto His own, but His own
received Him not"-nay, rej ected Him and crucified Him. S:rangers
still exist who will not have this Man to reign over them, but say,
"Away with Him! away with Rim!"
Again. The uncircumcised are not in His retinue. Circumcision was
a rite instituted by God under the Mosaic economy, and enforced by law.
It was necessary to the enjoyment of the priviltlges of the Jewish
Church, and punishment was ordered for neglecting it, while the J eW's
held no intercourse with those who were not of the circumcision. All
this was abolished by the Gospel (Ephes. ii. 11-15; Col. iii. 3-11),
and the saints of God declared to be the true spiritual circumcision
(Phi!. iii. :3; Col. ii. 11, 12). Now, as the uncircumcised among the Jews
were not considered of their number, so the uncircumcised in heart are not
of the number of those. who are owned by God and followers of the Lamb.
Again. Those are not of His retinue who cry, "Peace, peace, when
there is no peace." Thousands are doing this, and I believe there are
innumerable numbers passing into eternity who think they are all right
for heaven who will never reach the golden shore. And it is a singular
fact that, on the other hand, those who are sweetly safe are constantly
fearing, trembling, and doubting if ever they shall get there. Oh, I
would rather be one among the tremblers, ten thousand times over, than
among those who are crying, "Peace, peace, when there is no peace."
And now let us think of the character and conduct of those who are
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of Jesus' retinue, and this point was brought home with meltirg power
upon the writer's soul while singing these lines"0 God of Bethel, by whose hand
Thy people still are fed;
Who through this weary pilgrimage
Hast all our fathers led."
There seemed to come up in view the long list of worthies who have
gone before, and the grace and mercy manifested in the fact that we have
been drawn into the Prince's retinue. And we like to look at the Church
of Christ as one grand whole, tracing all up to the will of the Father.
And, as to the character of those who compose this princely train, they
are just like those who have gone before-sinners saved by sovereign
grace, who can pretend to nothing with regard to the creature, for they
one and all feel the effects of the fall. And it cannot be said that those,
who have gone home first were shining and spotless saints, for they, like
ourselves,' were full of faults and failings, infirmities and inconsistencies;
but it was as they stood in Christ! And so it is with us-" accepted in
the Beloved."
And now let us enter into a few details of this triumphant train, with the
Prince in the midst of them; and at the head of them we note, first, that1'he followers of the Lamb of God love their Prince. "Whom having
not seen ye love." And Peter, who addressed these words to his brethren
in the Lord, with all his former faithlessness, could sincerely appeal to
Him and say, "Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou knowest that I
love Thee!" And Paul's love was so strong and firm that he declared
he was ready to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus. Oh,
dear reader, cannot we say we love Him too? There are, as drawn from
the Word, many tests by which we may know that we love Christ unfeignedly. vVe draw attention to three. Those who love Him win seek
Him, obey Him, and minister to Him. Let us explain. In earthly relationships one will be ever seeking the objects of one's love, and be
restless whea such are absent. So with regard to spiritual love. Jesus
is the One loved, and His presence will be constantly desired. Hence the
Church in the Canticles says, "By night on my bed I songht Him whom
my soulloveth, bnt Ifound Him not," and restless she continues till she finds
Him. "I havo found Him whom my soulloveth." Put, dear reader, thy
soul to the test. Is this thy longing? Art thou restless without Jesus?
Take it as a proof, and a very blessed one, too, that you do love Him who
hath first loved you. So, again, love will show itself in obedience, as the
faithful wife will ever desire to carry out the will of her husband whether
he is at home or abroad. What saith our Lord to the point? "If ye love
me, keep my commandments." " He that hath my commandments and
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me." So, also, love will show it.self in
a desire to minister to Him; "And many women were there beholding
afar off, which followecl Jesus from Galilee, and ministered unto Him."
And to minister to His body is one and the same thing, as acknowledged by Him; "And the King bhall say unto them, Verily I say unto
you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren,
ye have done it unto me." Ah, thus is love a blessed characteristic of
saintship-" The upright love Tbee" (Song i. 4)-as well as an evidence
of adoption. Jesus said to the Jews who boasted that Abraham was
their father, "If God were your Father, ye would love me." If therefore we do love J ems, God is our Father, and we can approach Him in the
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spirit of adoption. The poor woman who was a sinner, and stood beb~n~
Him weeping--how she loved Him! Thomas, too, with all his unbe~Lef,
when he exclaimed, "My Lord and my God! "-how he loved HIm
J oseph of Arimathea, when he begged the body of J esus-ho",: he
loved Him! Mary Magdalene, when she looked with lon~ing gaze lUtO
the sepulchre for Him who afterwards revealed Himself to her-how she
loved Him! The poor frail Peter, when he said, "Lord, Thou knowest
all things; Thou knowest that I love Thee! "-how truly he did so! And
Paul, in his faithful testimony of Him, what blessed proof he gave that
he truly loved the One whom he had at one time hated!
Reader, can we not say we love Him too, and do not these simple tests
we have caller! attention to fit into our experience and feelings?
Again. The followers of the Lamb ~f God admil·e their Prince for His
beauty. The Indian chiefs who surround our Prince of Wales are
bedecked with jewels, but it is not the ou"tward adornment that makes the
man. It has been observed that our English prinee is admired for his simplicity in their midst. Our spiritual Prince needs no earthly adornment.
He is in Himself perfflct, and shines in the beauty of His characterThe God-the Holy One, co-equal with the Father.
The King-" just and having salvation."
The Priest-" holy, and harmless, and undefiled."
The Son-" obedient to His Father's will."
The Lamb-" without blemish and without spot."
The Man-lowly in heart.
The Brother-" born for adversity."
The Friend-" faithful unto death."
The Bridegroom-" altogether lovely."
" The Prince of Peace."
And furtherTlw followers of the Lwnb of God walk in His name. Says the prophet Micah: "All people will walk everyone in the name of his god,
but we will walk in the name of the Lord our God for ever and ever,"
and they will desire that the walk should be consistent lVith the profession. Yes, I am satisfied that the more the children of God know
of their Lord, the greater will be their desire that their walk should. be
a holy one. "I beseech you," S3.ys the Apostle Paul, in his prison in
Rome, to the churches at Ephesus, "that yp. walk worthy vf the vocation wherewith ye are called with all lowliness and meekness," &c.
(Eph. iv. 1). Not that they can attain to anything like creature perfection
or holiness-oh, no-but as expressed in the 15th and 16th verses: "But
speaking the truth in love, may grow up into Him in all things, which is
the Head, even Christ: from whom the whole body fitly joined together
and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body
unto the edifying of itself in love." 'fhis will be the desire of every
living grace-taught soul, and with the Apostle the thought of sinning
that grace may abound will be horrible to them, and the last thing which
they would desire. Oh, for grace that the walk may be worthy of
the vocation wherewith we are called! And, while thinking of the walk
and the Christian's anxiety that it might be consistent with the profession, the force of the Apostle's words to the brethren at Ephesus is
felt by us. He says, "Put off the old man, which is corrupt," &c.; that
is, take him from his place of government, he has reigned long
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enough; dethrone him, and" put on the new mau, which after God is
created in righteomness and true holiness." rrhis at on ce shows us the
two natures that ar within. Mark, put off the olel man and put on the
new. But putting oft' is not putting out-the old 1l1:111 iR there still; if
not reignicg, certainly raging; if not gettin~ the mastery, certainly
struggling to re 17 ain it. Hence the warfare which yOll, dear reader and
the writer, know not a little about.
AgainTlw followers of the Dzmb of God can do not/ting without their Prince.
Who has not noticed the perfect terror which prevails with a flock of
sheep at the sound of danger? The bark of a dog, a railway whistle, or
the sound of a gun, sends them all huddling together in complete helplessness, and if it comes to anything like a flood, when the animals should
haste to pastures of safety, the poor creatures seem helpless in suffering,
and would readily perish if the shepherd did not rescue them. Ah, and
so it is with the J~ord's sheep, they are helpless in suffering, and
brought to positions whore they can only bleat to the Lord and look to
Him to extricate them. Oh, my soul, thou lmowest often what such a
position as this is, and so we believe that more or less does every child of
God have to drink iuto similar experience. The poor timid sheep gets so
completely amidst the wilderness thorns and brambles that the more he
struggles the more he becomes entangled, and, giving it up as hopeless,
he crie~, "0 Lord, undertal,e for me; 0 Lord, none can deliver but
Thee;" and the Lord, whose covenant promise is, "My sheep shall never
perish," does hear, and does de!iver i.n His own way, and again and
again leaves us monnments of HIS sparlllg mercy.
Reader, are not the pag'es of your little life's history thus far marked
with m'lny such deliverances? Well, we can do nothing without Jesus.
AndThe followers of the Lamb of God do fly to their Prince in times of b·ouble.
Oh, how much there seems in the daily warfare to cause the heart to
sink, and to wbom can we look but unto Him? All else fails. Ah,
sometimes there are indeed trials which come over us in the which we feel
perfectly helpless; if anything is to be done, it must be by Jesus, for we
cannot see the way out of it at all. Well, He does prove better to us
than our fears-a very present help in times of trouble-and they that
trust in Him shall never be brought to confusion. We have trembled at
the cloud, b~t He has in ft sovereign way brought us into clear shining
after rain.
When our blessed Redeemer was on earth, how often one and another,
with their varied needs, "sought the Lord," feeling He only could
alleviate and help them. It is so now. It is so with aIt His bloodhought ones.
And thenThe followet·s of the Lamo of God .find that it is not easy work to follow
theit· Prince. To follow Him, so called, by the free will of the creature
may be easy, if it be followiug Him at all,. but those who have ground.
into them the doe:trines of grace will find it hard work, and they will
meet with things which are very trying to flesh and blood. A~ a dear
friend writes, "Are we the Lord's candles in the sanctuary? Of what use
are we unless we consume ourselves in giving light to others?" Ah, this
consuming ourselves is n~t ll;ccomplis~1ed without much that is trying,
and we shall find that 1t IS followlllg ItaI'd after Christ. Says the
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afHicfed Job, "I was at ease, but He hath broken me asunder; He hath
also taken me by my neck and shaken me to pieces, and set me up as a
mark." Ab, dear reader, when the Lord "shakes us to pieces," it is hard
work. "I was at ease." Yes, we built ourselves up in creature
snugness and security; but, if we are His own, He will have the nest all
down, and bring us to the dust from whence we came. He will have a
clear foundation to build upon, and He wants no mixture of man's
doings in the cement with which He builds. But ob, the" taking down,"
and the" shaking to pieces.' " We repeat it is not nccompli~hed without
much that is trying to flesh and blood; lIevertbelPEs, the shaken one
will not be without sources of consolation. Soml'times be finds comfort
under an acute trial by turning to the accounts in God's Word of what
they suffered who are now safe in glory, and feels, "V ell , 'tis but the family
portion, and the Prince at the head, though now exalted, yet suffered
and endured affliction far beyond any of His followers. It is therefore
that He can look: upon us with such tender sympathy, for He bas been
in all points tempted, tried, and torn as we are.
Oh, friend, wonder not, then, if you find-ah, increasingly-that following Ohrist is hard work; but we had better be shaken to pieces by
the Lord than left in our ease in Satan's hands. But, though sbaken,
let us remember, " a bruised reed will He not break, nor quench the
smoking flax." No, many things will here bruise the child of God, but
will not break him. :Many things will make fiim appear as a smoking
(margin" dimly burning ") 'flax, nevertheless, this shall never die out.
The life shall exist, te the circumstances what they may, and, though we
fall, we shall rise again. Be comforted, then, dear fellow-tried ones, by
the experimental truth of these things.
But furtherThe followers of the Lamu of God cannot li?;e without communion with thei1"
Prince. They know what it is to put up the cry, "Lord, another day gone,
and how little fellowship and communion with Thee. Oh, visit me with
Thy salvation. Oh, cheer my poor drooping heart. Oh, give me one
of those glimpses of Thee which melts my soul and causes all these
beggarly elements of time to sink into nothing, and which brings out my
future joy of being with Thee for ever. And life at most is but a little
gap, which separates me from this final enjoyment; but, even little as it is,
my soul has need now. Give me now my daily bread, grant me now
that felt fellowship with Thee I crave." Ah, beloved, depend upon it,
this DESIRE FOR COMMUNION IS A PRECIOUS TEST OF UNION. Are you fearing
sometimes that you have neither part nor lot in the matter? Take this
desire which you possess as a very blessed evidence of oneness to Ohrist,
and of a union which never can be severed.
But again.
The followers of the Lamb of God look at their Pn'nce as thci1" Forerunner.
In those precious five verses of the twenty-fourth Psalm, which the child
of God cannot read without feeling a thrill of joy running through his
heart, "Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting
doors, and the King of glory shall come in," &c., do note the significant
passage which precedes this: "This is the generation of them that
seek thee, that seek thy face, 0 Jacob." Tl'ue, there is a "Selah"-a
pause; but for all this it cunveys the thought that tbe generation who
seek Him shall pass through the overlasting doors, too, as their Forerunner has done.
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Are you a seeker after the Lord, dear reader? Ah, then, you are one
of the Prince's retinue who will follow Him into the precincts of glory.
Look, then, friends, there are in this princely train to which we are
referring the one continuous stream of sinners saved by sovereign gracesay, can you not give in your" Amen" to our tracing that the followers
of the Lamb of God love their Prince, admire His beauty, walk in His
name-can do nothing without Him; fly to Him in trouble; find it haTd
yet blessed wOTk to follow Him; hold communion with Him; look to
Him as their Forerunner, who will bTing them to eternal glory? And:if
so, and these things dovetail into your experience, we believe you give
very blessed proof that you are members of the family of God, whose
end is peace. And, let me ask, how did we become one of the Prince's
retinue? We reply, By the effectual call of God the Holy Spirit, who
hath "called us with an holy calling, according to His purpose and grace ;"
for" because ye are sons, God bath sent forth His Ban into your hearts,
crying Abba, Father." So then, from first to last, it is a matter of
grace, and therefore must we give 01,11' God all the glory. And the same
power which has chosen us from the beginning and drawn us into it
will support us under all we have to contend with and fight with, and
bring us to that city whose Builder and Maker is God.
And now, in ccmclusion, it will be seen that we have only dwelt upon
one passage in the description of Ezekiel's wondrous vision of God.
Every point of it is of the deepest interest, and well worthy of careful
meditation. Our point has been the mercy of being in the train of the
Prince of Peace, and the oneness which is conveyed to us in the expression, "When they go in, He shall go in, and when they go forth, He
shall go forth." Yes, dear afflicted child of God, hidden away and, it
may be, uncared for by the world, the Lord careth for you, and you are
one among those who walk after and with God in a secret pathway, the
whole of which is scanned and planned by Him. It is the King's highway which leads to the mansions of bliss. You will understand our
rejoicing, and view it with us as a wonderful mercy that you and I are
found among ~he long train of a Prince who will crown us with peace.
Ah, we olten think of the beauty of that part of the Oommunion
Service which says, "Therefore with angels and archangels we magnify
Thy holy name," &c. It seems to bring out the identity between the
Ohurch triumphant and the Ohurch militant, and to show how saints in
heaven and saints still on earth can mingle their praises together to Him
who is unitedly their King of glory. As dear Toplady said, "The
Ohurch of Ohrist, which is partly militant and partly triumphant, resembles a city built on both sides of a river; there is but the narrow stream
of death between grace and glory." Oh, beloved, how sweet to think
we stand amidst the ranks of the saints, one among those thousands of
whom we sing,
"Lo, He comes, with clouds descending,
Once for favoured sinners slain,
Thousand thousand saints attending,
Swell the triumph of His train.
Hallelujah!
.re3US shall for ever Teign."
And now, 0 precious Lord, wilt Thou own and b:e13 our words at
this time to the comfort of Thy weak ones? We want them to feel that
the Ohurch of God is one grand whole, and that, if Thou hast drawn them
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into the long train of those who are followers of Jesus, they are as sure
of glory as Abraham, Isaac, and J acob, who are now enjoying Thy
presence. Oh, we bless Thee for a religion which does not emanate from
the caprice of the creature, which may at any time come to an end, but
which flows from the covenant of our God, which can never be broken,
and Thy Ohurch consists of members which were written in Thy book
from all eternity, while as yet there was none of them, that our blessed
Lord says concerning her, ":Mine ear hast thou opened." Ah, what
for? That He might hear the purpose of the Father, and carry out that
purpose in the rede!llption of the election of grace, who should be, one
after another, brouo-ht by effectual calling into the ranks of that company
which, swelling toOthe appointed number, should after their wilderness
journey all pass throug-h the everh·.sting doors with their Prince at their
head. Nothing can be more important than these things; nothing can
be more desirable than to make our calling and election sure.
I pray God that His blessing may accompany our thoughts to this
effect, and bring our Prince of Pegce the glory due unto Him alone.
Ever beloved, yours in the fellowship of Jesus,
])eroy.
G. O.
P.S.-·Reference has been made in the foregoing to the Prince of
Wales' visit to India. vVe wish it to be distinctly understood that we
only laid hold of that fact by way of illustrat'ion; for, on the oth\3rhand,
there is munh in connection with that visit of a painful character. The
Rev. Dr. Duff, of the Frfie Ohurch of Scotland, and for many
years a missionary in India, has so completely uttered our views of this
matter that we ask permission to note them. The rev. doctor, at
Edinburgh, last week, spoke as follows : When the visit of the Prince of Wales to India was undertaken it was
understood that means were to be adopted to ensure, if possible, that it
should have an important hearing upon Christianity in India. They went
forth to India with good resolutions on this subject. One of these they were
led to believe was a determination to show a respect for the Sabbath of the
Lord, which ought to be ever held holy and honourable. Another was that
some attention should be paid to the labours of Christians in that land in connection with the spiritual fmlightenment of the people of India. Now, what
were they to say abou~ this? Tbey had received some imperfect, fragmentary, reports from Indm-a numb,or of telegrams, some of them obscure, and
"tbout things alleged to have been said in some quarters. On this account
they must not prejudge the case, but calmly, dispassionately, as Christian
men, wait and ascertain all the real facts before they formed a final and
deliberate judgment. Undoubtedly there were some things which had already
excited unpleasant apprehensions. Idolatrous temples were visited; the
tooth of Buddha, the lounder of the Buddhist system, which prevails so widely
and tyrannically over the people, was inspected, aud so on. 'l'he motives, the
explanations, or the circumstances were not known, and therefore a deliberate
judgment should not yet be formed. Then spectacles had been witnessed which
had produced a feeling of p"infulness on the part of not only Christian
people in this land, but of respectable secular.minded people-exhibitions,
for instance, of cruelty to animals; exhibitions which were prohibited
within the British Isles by legislative enactment; exhibitions of a kind which
were most odious and intolerable to myriads even of the native population
Qf India. Then again, spectacles such as the exhibitions of native dancersNautch girls. He thought as Christians that if dancing wa" to be exhibited
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it ought to be len very much as an amusement to children, not to be made a
recreation for grown·up men and women. In this I'espect the Hindoo
idolaters put us to shame. There was no respectable woman in India who
would dance, certainly not dance in the presence of a mixed audience. They
thought it a shameful thing to do it, and the honour of the family would be
gone if they did. Those who had been in India knew that these Nautch
girls were not respectable at all. They were either actually or by common
repute bad women, low and degraded women. To his mind this was one of
the most shocking things which he read among all the intelligence which
had reached here-that the representative of a court like the British court,
known all over the world for its purity, in comparison with all the other
courts in Europe or elsewhere-the Heir-Apparent of the British throne,
should have had obtruded upon his eyes a dancing company of women who
were in India known to be degraded, and low, and vile. There was something incongruous in the thing, He did not blame the prince; he blamed
his advisers, who had not saved him from the dilemma of being constrained
to witness such exhibitions. He could not help referring t.o this subject.
He would be ashamed as a man and a Christian minister if he were silent.
In a case like this they were bound to testify for truth, for righteousness, for
probity, for honour, for purity, for everything that was truly great. If the
advisers of the Prince of Wales had only intimated to native princes that
it was contrary to British habits to witness brutalizing and cruel spectacles
of animals tearing each other, that it was contrary to British usage to be
introduced into a company of low and vile women and see them exhibiting
themselves in low and vile dances-if this had been intimated, there was not
a chief in India, there was not a head zemindar, who would not have looked
upon it as a thing natural and congruous that they should have been told
that this was not British, and, therefore, that they must not offend the
heir of the British throne by asking him to witness any such exhibition.
He believed the prince would have been respected a thousand times more by
the whole mass of the people in India if this had been done.
We entirely endorse the rev. doctor's views of this matter.

G. C.
"IN THEIR MIDST."
" W!wre two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst."
IT was only a little gathering of a few dear people who love the Lorct
desire to seek His face, and obtain a blessing from Him, who meet
week by week in a schoolroom; but oh, how good I found it to be
there! It was the last Saturday night of the year-another milestone in
life's journey. How soon the last will be passed! How soon the" little
while" will be over, and great, vast, boundless eternity will have begun!
The little service was commenced by the singing of the precious
hymn" Oh, for a heart prepared to sing
To God, my Saviour, and my King,
While with His saints I join to tell
My Jesus hath done all things well."
Is it true? Has He done all things well ? Would we not have been
spared that trial, that affliction, that sorrow? Let us look.into 01.:1' heart
and see.
"Not so, my Father, oft we say,
This pain, this grief remove;
Too blind to fathom Wisdom's way,
Or see 'tis sent in love."
G

74

The Gospel Magazine.

But has the trial brought no blessing, no crying to the Lord in our
trouble, that He would deliver us out of our distresses? Dear child of
God, you know it has: it has laid you low at His feet; it has brought
you closer to His dear side-His pierced side; it has shown you once
more that He is " a very present help in trouble." This the dear servant
of God has lel;trnt who offered the first prayer in our little meeting.
He looked back over the past year, at his many trials and his many
mercies, and thanked God "for all the way that He had led him,"
strictly in keeping with the Apostle's exhortation, "in everything by
prayer and supplication witA thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto God." Taking courage from the past, having learnt that
" all the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth," he asked that He
would choose the way for the future, be it dark or bright, rough or smooth,
painful or pleasant, only that He would grant His presence through all.
. One at least in that little assembly felt it was a blessed prayer for
the unknown, untrodden coming year.
Other prayers and praises
followed, apparent,ly equally heartfelt.
Such times remind one of the two disciples' walk to Emmaus, when
Jesus drew near and went with them; and, although "their eyes were
holden that they did not-know Him" at the time, they afterwards "said
one to another, Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with
us by the way, and while He opened to us the Scriptures?"
Would that the Spirit-taught children of God met oftener to pour out
their hearts before' the Lord. Would they not find the words of dear
Newton true"Our cheerful song would often be,
, Hear what the Lord has done for me' ? "
"GUIDANOE HERE! GLORY THERE! "
" Thou shalt gt~ide ?ne with Thy counsel, and afterwarcl receive me into glory."
-PSALM lxxiii. 24.
IN these dark and awful days I need Thee,
Constantly to guide and keep me in the way.
Poor weak and helpless, frail and sinful creature,
Be Thou my Hope, my Refuge, and my Stay.
I see the black horizon gathering
In an awful storm upon this guilty land;
I see Thy people passing home to glory,
While with Thy little flock I take my stand.
The world is treacherous, and Satan's tempting;
My heart's deceitful, I long with Thee to be,
Freed from corruption, in Thy glory spotless,
Gazing on Thy beauty, seeing only Thee.
o Saviour! vouchsafe to us Thy presence,
And pour upon us Thy Spirit from above:
Thy Word illumine, and grant us understanding,
And keep us resting in Thy eternal love.
Give us to feel Thou, our God, art ruling,
That times and circumstances. all are in Thy hand,
That for Thy Church's good and Thine own glory
Thou wilt take us home to that better l~,nd.
J. MrLEY.
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and the hour when the Surety stood forth, revealed His' finished work,_
spoke pardon and peace unto the soul, and answered for all the past
which God required?
There are those who have never felt this, but desire it, long for such
a day, and are crying mightily to God that He would show them His
salvation. The Lord will surely come to such. He will appear to your
joy. "He that shall .come will come, and will not tarry" beyond thetime He has appointed; and, says the Word, by way of encouragement,
"though it tarry, wait for it." There are others-and they are the few
who have realized pardon and peace-who are at rest upon this point;.
their childship has been made clear to them-" valiant men, able to wear
buckler and sword, and to shoot with bow, and skilful in war" (1 Chron.
v. 18)--yet they have battles to fight with Hagarites without and
within, that make work for all the faith they have, so that they are com:!Jelled "to cry unto God in the battle till He is entreated of them"
(1 Chron. v. 20). If they have no doubts as to their salvation, have they
got rid of all doubts upon all other subjects? What about circumstances?Is there no mildew, blight, or blast in them? What about the poor frail
tabernacle? Are there no pins loosening that make the keepers of the·
house tremble, and fears in the way at the thought of the long home,
when the dust returns to the earth and the spirit shall return unto God
who. gave it? Are there no relative cares that are heavier than faith can
carry? Are there no fears looming in the distance that steal away con-·
fidence in a God who has done wonders in days past? Are there no difficulties that bring the believer to the spot where an Apostle stood when
he said, "We were pressed Qut of measure, above strength, insomuch that
we despaired even of life"? Are such experiences consistent with a senseof personal interest in God's great salvation?';" Yes, that they are; and
this brings the whole Church of God upon the same level-saved by grace,
and needing to the last sigh the gracious support of a gracious God, " who·
giveth liberally and upbraideth not."
A poor saint, when a trembler in Zion, was wont to say, "If I only
knew I was a child of God, nothing would trouble me." She had her
heart's desire in a full sense of assurance; but, after a time, her favouriteson enlisted, and started for the Crimea. This was a deep trial to her,
and in the day of this adversity her strength was small. " I take my
poor son to the Lord every morning," said the mother, "but I lug him
about all day: I canno~ leave him with the Lord, though I take him to
the Lord." It is. thus the strength of the Lord's children is weakened,
and "they know themselves to be but men." ·How many deep-felt cares
through life's journey are borne by the people of God that bow them
down into the dust! and yet they can call God their Father, and have a
full assurance that they shall live with Him throughout a blissful
eternity. Thus God equalizes His dealings with His Church: "In the·
day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity consider. God
also hath set the one over against the other, to the end that man should.
find nothing after him."
Eut those who are in the enjoyment of personal assurance of their
interest in Christ are much favoured, and "to whom much is given, of
them much is required." Those who believe they are on the I'oad to
heaven are in a very differErrlt pOllition :0 the poor trembler who is in
doubt whether he shall ever find the road Or see the King's face in glory..

*

If not, we are well acquainted with one who is out of the secret.-En.
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DIVINE REQUIREMENTS.
GOD requireth that which is past," and a most solemn declaration
this is. Let us apply it to the departed year. Who can stand the scrutiny
of such a sentence? And, when we come to use it as a plumb line to
fathom the depth of the past, the iron swims. No just and true record
-can be given by any mortal memory of" that which is past," and yet the
word that is gone out of the mouth of J ehovah is unalterable, irrevocable:
" God requireth that which is past!" This is true of every sinner that
·ever lived. "God will bring every evil work to judgment." His law
-demands it, His character as a holy God requires it, and it must be
·done. But poor dead sinners run heedlessly to destruction; and, if the
past do trouble them, the sore place is soon healed by Satan's salve. He
'has a plaistel' for all sorts of wounds. " Yea, hath God said" is the old
cry repeated. But God has a people who are saved in purpose, and
therefore must be delivered out of the hands of Satan, and His dealing's
with them begin in this wise: "God requireth that which is past." So
they are brought to'the judgment bar, and tried for the deeds they have
done. Life 01' death hangs on the issue. They are found guilty, and die
1hey must. The law requires it ; justice pronounces the sentence; there is
no higher court of appeal; for it is "God that requireth that which is
'past. "
This is the solemn spot where God will bring all His people-tried,
'cast, condemned. My reader, whoever you may be, were you ever here?
If so, you felt your need of this blessed declaration, "Deliver him from
~oing down into the pit, for I have found a ransom." You may have
heard of a Christ for every one, but this will not satisfy you-it is a
Christ for yourself you want now. Your trouble cannot be removed by
the assurance of others that you are all right for heaven, you must have
God's testimony in your conscience that He will not in your case" require
that which is past." And how is this brought about? By a revelation
or discovery to the soul of the work of Christ, who answers for all that
God requires of the sinner. This is the good news which is compre·hended in the word" Gospel." Christ and the sinner change places; He
takes their sin, and He gives them His righteousness; and the tidings
of this, brought home to the heart by the power of the Spirit, make
the soul glad, break off the fetters, give "beauty for ashes, the oil of
joy for mourning, the garments of praise for the spirit of heaviness."
This is indeed the year of jubilee to such poor guilt-stricken, law-condemned sinners who feel they deserve nothing but damnation when God
begins to "require that which is past." When the blessed Spirit takes of
the things of Christ and shows them to the poor broken-down sinner,
then he knows something of Gospel liberty, of the pardon of sin, of
peace with God. Happy day when Jesus says, "All that I have is
·thine," when sin is put away, and Goel requireth all that is past at
the hands of a dear Redeemer.
Many years may have rolled by since Satan's law-suit was settled in
-the court of conscience, and all just claims and true accusations once
for all and for ever answered honourably and satisfactorily by the
,sinner's Surety; but oh, what condemned wretch can ever forget the day
G 2
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'Where assurance is real, the result of covenant personal love to the poor
-sinner. and revealed to the soul by the power of the Spirit, it has a
<holifying influence; it has a separating influence; it will lead the believer
into close communion with God. It will make and keep the conscience
tender; it will subdue the reigning power of sin, and bring the will into
'subjection to God. It will break the spirit of the world, and lead to
willing separation from its practices and pursuits. It will lift the heart
-lIp into earnest desires after conformity to the Word and ways of God;
and, amidst daily, hourly failures, the soul will turn, like the sunflower,
to the Sun, and see in Jesus "wisdom, righteousness, sanctification,
and redemption." These are Gospel results of Gospel assurance, and
'mark the difference between the form of godliness and the power'between "the talk of the lip that tendeth to penury," and the blessed
experience set forth by the Holy Ghost: "Ye have received the spirit of
adoption, whereby ye cry, Abba, Father." In this day of universal
profession it is right and meet to set before the Church of God the
character, nature, and result of Gospel assurance-not after the fashion
,of human holiness and creature perfection, which is but the trail of the
old serpent, of late spread among the flock, but as we find it in God's
Word, and in cases of true and vital experience, when the love of Christ
iis shed abroad in the heart. The profession of the day is full of great
eSwelling words; there is no lack of ready-made and second-hand religion
-all can suit themselves .according to the world's notion of salvation;
-but what of the life, the walk, the marks that characterize those who say
they are favoured of God to know that they are His children?
It were waste of words, and lead to bondage, to enter into particulars
upon this subject, but it were well for those who are favoured with the
'spirit of adoption to remember" to whom much is given, of him shall be
much required," and that it is required in stewards" that a man be
,found faithful." Worldly people are generally tenacious about their
position in life. Hence there are certain sacrifices that must be made to
··obtain or preserve it; whether it be time, money, ease, affections, occupation, enjoyments, they are each at intervals renounced for the sake
,of position. What an example is this to the children of God, the seed
royal, the heirs of the kingdom, the sons and daughters of the Lord
,God Almighty, who know they are adopted into the family of God,
have realized the pardon of sin, and are assured that when they die they
,shall be for ever with the Lord. Now, to such the Word applies:
., What manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and
godliness? " And, if thus privileged, surely to such may be said, "As
·every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to
.another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God." Established
believers have a position to maintain in the Church of God; they are as
a city set on a hill; they are watched by the world. They are examples
Ito the flock. Much has been given them, and much is required from them.
. The time, thought, and money devoted to position, to appearances.• to
the gratification of the flesh, by the world, may give a hint to the people
,·of God to lay at His feet the gifts He bestows upon them, and to "seek
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness," which is the true way
to secure the addition He has promised.
The few thoughts we have so feebly traced may stir up some useful
-considerations as to the past and the future. Who can look back upon
.any portion of time, however short, if they are taught of God, without
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shame and confusion offace? But, in a review of the past year, we would!
ask, Has' it proved a period of trial? Then is there not a cause? Arematters right between God and the soul? Or have there been declensionsthat called for strokes? "God requireth that which is past" in the
conscience of His people, and He will bring them to book for known
sin. But has the Lord been pleased to make it a year of mercy as well
as judgment, and pui blessings into the bitters? Oh, what cause for
gratitude! what desires -to render in some sort small returns for benefits.
received, as the heart swells with thankfulness to a forbearing and forgiving God! To such of those who are thus indebted to sovereign grace
for all their mercies, temporal and spiritual, we would drop a hint or two
as to the proofs of gratitude. It i,s easy enough to talk thankfully, but
God will have more than talk. God has given His Ohurch proofs of His
love in the work of Ohrist for them, and in the work of the Spirit in
them; and this is to call forth for His own glory the work of His gracein their doings as well as sayings.
There are three ways by which the proofs of divine life in external
acts are manifested : First, in love to God's truth and a desire to spread it. "Oharity to the
soul is the soul of charity," was the saying of a man as eminent in grace
as in position-Archbishop Usher. God's truth-loving people will " buy
the truth, and sell it not;" but their desire will be to spread it for the
glory of God and the good of His Ohurch. We have heard much in
the past year of "a wave of blessing," but the real blessing that will
stand the test of time, and bring us merchandise from the heavenly shore,.
is Goa's truth, and without hesitation we aver that of late the taste for
truth has declined visibly, and perhaps no truer test can be produced
than the fact that truthful books and periodicals have decre~sed in value
with the public, and their circulation, in some instances, lessened considerably. The advocates of truth have fallen off, and the zeal of some
who did run well drifted into another channel, where appearances win
the day. Then how it becomes the lovers of truth to arouse and see what
exertions they can make in God's cause. If their means be ample, toincrease in liberality; and, if the means be straitened, to make some
personal sacrifice of small indulgences, and so take the spoil aut of the
enemy's hand to spread the callse of truth. "God requireth that which
is past," and the little we have may come to grief if we withhold from
Him His tithe.
A second proof of life divine we would say, is serving God's people.
They are near and dear to Him, and by ministering to them we ministel"
to His body left upon earth to call out the love, sympathy, and support1.
of the brethren. Here is a Gospel outlet for kindness, "Inasmuch as
ye did it to one of the least of these, ye did it unto me."
Lastly, proofs of life divine are manifested by general benevolence, as
our Lord declared, "The poor ye have always with you, and whensoever
ye will ye may do them good." There is no lack of opportunity in thisrespect, but there is often a miserly heart toward others, and a self-·
indulgent spirit for oneself; hence the purse is closed to the wants of
the poor; prudence gives advice, and self-gratification runs off with the
money at last; so there is none left for the cause of God, His people, or
His creatures. May the Lord make this a year of true Gospel blessing to·
our souls, tbatwemay realize God has requiredthe past at the bands of HisSon, and "that it is required of stewards that they be found fait hful."
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PLEASANT MEMORIES.-No. Ill.
AN INCIDENT OR TWO OF TRAVEL.

:My readers will not think for one moment that because I write It happy
memories" I have no unhappy ones. I have many, and they are associated with self and sin, murmuring and I'ebellion. I have proved the
truth of the words, " The rebellious dwell in a dry land." The happiest
memories I have are associated with the mercy and goodness, faithfulness and lovingkindness, of our covenant God. These are enough to
outweigh all our tribulation, so that it is light affliction. I cannot look
back to the time when
"Troubles, like a gloomy cloud,
Had gathered thick and thundered loud,"
but I see mercy's angel form, the Angel of the covenant, standing by.
Yes, there has always been, sooner or later, the" silver lining to the
darkest cloud," and this makes me say with David, "I will remember
the years of the right hand of the Most High. I will call to remembrance my song in the night."

" And since my soul has known His love,
What mercies has He made me prove !
Mercies which all my praise excel,
My Jesus has done all things well."
The incidents of travel referred to in this paper may seem to be
trifling. To me they are not so; they form part of "all the way the Lord
hath led me these forty years in the wilderness," which the Lord has
said" thou shalt remember." He lays it upon His people as a sacred
obligation to remember these things. Is it not most grateful to the
humble heart to do so? Is it not most refreshing to the weary spirit,
jaded with the trials of life, to do so? And is it not encouraging to
younger travellers, in these Christ-dishonouring, flesh-pleasing, times to
do so? I think it is.
About twenty-four years ago I lost my dear wife-yes, twenty-four years
this very month. After one year and three months' sojourn together, one
was taken home and the other left to struggle on alone with a helpless
infant of five months. During that five months the furnace had been
hot indeed, and the conflict sharp. I never left her with the assurance
I should find her alive on my return, and, except to preach the Word
or attend a meeting, I did not leave her-always ready to die, ye~ kept
on during those five months. At the end of that time I was almost
spent; I could say in truth, "Strength faileth me." I had to go to the
~hro~e and plead with the Lord because of His judgments-and not
zn vazn.

"Did ever mourner plead with Thee,
And Thou refuse that mourner's plea?"
The Lord graciously answered me on my knees. I told Him I was
oppressed. and asked Him to ease me. He kindly reasoned with me, and
said, "What is thy petition?" I told Him I must have relief, for I could
bear it no longer. I told Him I could not ask Him to work a miracle
for me, to save my precious wife; but I would ask Him to take away
the rebellious heart, and make me willing to give her up, as I knew she
must die. Oh, may I say it ?-unbelief and Satan would even now cheat
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me of the sweetness. But I will say it. He answered me, "She is mine;
I betrothed her unto me in lovillgkindness, in mercy, in faithfulness. I
redeemed her with my most precious blood. Have I not a right to take
her to dwell with me? I have come to take her, and shortly you shall
follow and rejoin her among the redeemed host." I replied, "Lord,
Thou hast a prior right-take her: Thanks for the loan, though for so
short a time. I give her up to Thee." And so I did-with tears, but
they were tears of joy and sorrow mingled; sorrow to part with the loveel
one, and joy that the Lord would condescend to receive her at the hands
of a worm like me. I told her what had taken place, and she said,
"Now I can die' happy. I had prayed for this." And so she died in two
days from that time, having given her babe into my hands, and both of
us into the hand of her precious Lord. Oh, those were precious days!
AfHiction of the fiercest character was sweet affiiction, for the Lord was
there, and we felt that we were just doing and suffering the will of the
Lord. The adversary had a sharp tussle with me after she was gone, in
consequence of a dream in which I thought she was dying in agony, and,
as she had often done in her affiiction, she cried out, "Oh, William,
pray for me." I did pray, and while I prayed she clasped my neck, and
I woke in terror, feeling instantly the presence of the adversary, who
assaulted, me with the suggestion" that the dream was sent to undeceive
me-that she was lost for ever." Oh, the terror of that moment I can
never forget. But my precious Lord was there, and He whispered His
own sweet name-not" Jesus," but another so suited to my case-It ImmanUi'll, God with us." I said, as the precious truth reached my heaH,
"Satan, God is here; Jesus, thy Oonqueror. I will trust, and not be
afraid." Thus the Lord helped me again, an-d I lay me down and slept,
and my sleep was sweet unto me.
It was some months after all these fiery trials and sore conflicts that
my kind deacon, . Mr. B--, suggested that I should have a rest, and
that my health required a change. He spoke to the church, and the
brethren consented that I should go. Some suggested Hastings, and some
another place, but I was directed to decide to go to Southampton.
On Friday evening Mr.B-- asked me when I thought of going. I said,
"After the Lord's-day." On Monday I told my sister, who was then keeping my house, of my intentions, and she smiled and said, "How are
you going to meet charges?" I said, "I don't know. I have nothing, I am
aware;" for my long afHictions had completely emptied my scrip, as it had
cost me just £52 for doctors, undertakers, and hired nurses, besides
housekeeping during the fifteen months past. % I said, "Be kind enough to
have things ready, and leave the rest to the Lord." I retired to rest, and
felt like a little child willing to go, or not to go, just as He would have
it. (Oh, how have I sighed for that same feeling since that time!)
I rose in the morning, and went into my garden, and there I met my
brother, Mr. B-- who had come down early-ever ready to a good work
-and he said, "I thought you would perhaps accept this towards the
expenses of your intended journey." It was enough to carry me through
three weeks, at all events, and I felt it was of the Lord, for he was not
aware that I was in any need at all.
I left home on Monday, and reached Southampton in safety,
found comfortable and cheap lodgings, and was as happy as a
king.
On Lord's-day I sought out the Lord's people, and found
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But the Lord had more than doubled my usual income, which was £52 a year.
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eome dear old saints who were fellow-members. with me years
before at Hampstead, and we were pleased to see each. oth.er. I broke
through the rule I had laid down, that I would take perfect rest
and preach in the evening. The Word was blessed, and amongst others it
was kindly received by a "beloved physician," Mr. Bulteel, who was
with his wife travelling, and at that time staying a.t Southampton. They
kindly invited me to their lodgings, and offered me to ride with them in
their chaise, which I found very acceptable. When we parted-for he
left too soon-he gave me a prescription for my health, which was very
.serviceable, and two sovereigns to enable me, he said, to stay another
week, and to take the sea air and have a look at the Isle of Wight. I cannot tell how much I felt all this kindness to l!- perfect stranger. But the
secret was, the Lord was in it. But how shall it be known for surety it
was so? Because, in the first place, I was directed where to go contrary to
advice of friends; secondly, I was provided with means to go by those
who were the Lord's almoners; and, lastly, the results proved it very clearly.
A door was opened for me to preach the Word, which I did many times
afterwards. A friendship was formed with a dear tried brother which
-resulted in my being called to preach at Winchester, where the Lord
most signally blessed the Word to the reviving of a cause which afterwards tlourished for many years, during which many souls were added
to the Lord. I look back, theI'efore, to these events of my little life,
.and I call them "Happy memories," for they have often made me
happy in the midst of poverty, care, trouble, the treachery of false
friends, and the decadence of real ones. The Lord says, "They shall
;abundantly ntter the memory of thy great goodness, and sing of thy
righteousness," and to be <one of those favoured ones is my greatest
ambition. If I am thought a little egotistical, it is time we sh'lluld not
be ashamed nor afraid to speak out, for the enemy is sowing heaps of
tares, and we ought therefore to be diligent in sowing good seed" beside
all waters."
Blackmore.
WILLLU!.

"I'LL CARRY IT HOME TO FATHER."-A DREAM.
IN my dream methought I was walking along a pretty rural lane, about
a mile and a half from home, when, a short distance before me, my eyes
and ears were attracted by a little girl singing the above ditty, "I'll
-carry it home to father." She was a neatly-dressed, respectable-looking
working man's child, bnt presently I lost sight of her, as our paths
.diverged into different directions; yet the sentence she had given utter,ance to had not only fallen upon my ear, but had also struck deep into
my heart. On returning, and just as I was about to emerge from the
lane into the high road, to my surprise I again espied the little girl
standing with a middle-aged, sturdy man, to whom she had evidently
been appealing in vain. I was deeply grieved at the look of disappointment which rested upon the child's face; something also lay at her feet,
which proved to be nothing more than a stone or piece of brick, which
the man appeared to be looking down upon with sovereign contempt,
but which the poor child, in her simplicity, perhaps, thought would be a
characteristic offering of her father's handicraft, he being evidently
dressed as a stonemason or bricklayer. And this it was that the child
was "carrying home to father." Still it appeared to me that her sad
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and doleful look arose from a deeper cause. And my surmise turned out
to be correct, for just as I was passing I heard her say, " Won't you
come home? Then I must go; for I have got the key, and mother will
be waiting." This powerfully suggested to my own mind a decent,
respectable woman, after a day's toil at washing or charing, returning
home anxiously looking out for her husband and daughter to join her
at their evening meal. That she was tidy and thrifty there could be no
doubt, since the personal appearance of those near and dear to her fully
denoted it. I cannot tell what possessed me, but something moved me
to see a little more of the affair; so, after walking down the road a short
distance, I returned, and again entered the lane, where matters had considerably changed in aspect. The little girl was gone, and the man had
laid himself down, either from a desire to rest, or else, what I was loth
to suppose, being under the influence of drink. There was nothing in
his general appearance to indicate the habitual drunkard, but a certain
kind of morose look which rather gave one the idea that he was at least
master in his own house, and would have his own way.
T lingered on my journey, earnestly desiring to speak to him, when at
length, mustering courage, I addressed him thus :-" My good man,
would it not be better for you to go home to your wife and child, who are
waiting for you, than to lie there? " After a few more words of expostulation, uttered in a kindly tone, I bade him "Good-day," and wasproceeding on my walk, when, on turning I·ound to watch the effect of
my advice, I found he had risen up from the gronnd, and as soon as oureyes met he called out a cheery" Good-day," thanking me also very
heartily for the interest I had taken in him. I was so delighted that L
thanked him as warmly for following the advice, especially as I found he
was earnestly bent on acting upon it, for the last I saw of him he wasbriskly walking in the direction of his home. Immediately after I overtook a friend, to whom I related the little episode of my walk. And
thus ended mv dream.
When I a~oke, every circumstance in connection with it remained s(}
vivid that I began to think it capable of improvement-for my own
edification at least. And, first, the little girl's ditty struck a full chord
upon my heart. "I'll carry it home to father." "Yes," said I to myself,
"if we could but do so, how much happier should we be." All our
trials, afHictions, temptations, sorrows, sins, burdens, or cares of whatever kind, "carry them home to Father," drop them at His feet; and, if
the load or offering should prove as worthless as the poor girl's stone, yet
He will not refuse our petition (if presented in the only and proper way)
nor fail to hearken to the voice of our pleading.
" His heart is full of tenderness,
His bowels melt with love."
"He will fulfil the desire of them that fear Him; He also will hear
their cry, and will save them."
How often has the writer proved the faithfulness of God in this last
Scripture; yea, even the very desire has been fulfilled, until, like Sarah,
the faithless suppliant has felt ready "to laugh" that such small
matters should receive the notice of so great and holy a Being as the God
of the whole heavens and earth.
,
In the second place, the thought suggests itself that the child did not
take up her burden again and carry it away; no, she left it where she
dropped it, at her father' 8 feet. Even intended as an offering, she hall
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seen the utter worthlessness of it in procuring her favour or acceptance
in his sight. It brought with it no merit as a propitiation for her suit to·
prevaiL Neither will our best deeds or deservings avail anything in God's
sight, whatever value we may put upon them; and, when viewed in the
light of the Holy Spirit, we are ashamed of both them and the motives
which prompted them.
Then, thirdly and briefly, my own part in the transactions of the dream.
appears to suggest the necessity of another intervention, viz., a mediator
whose pleadings proved more powerful and efficacious than those of the'
child, since, though her suit was denied when offered in her own name,
yet when pleaded by another on her behalf it wonderfully prevailed,
nay, was heard and accepted. Even so our suit and cause, if we are
God's children, can only be heard and accepted through the blood,
righteousness, and intercession of Jesus, our Great High Priest, who is.
passed into the heavens, there "to prepare mansions for us, and will
come again to receive us unto Himself, that where He is, there we may
be also."
But, as is well known, all dreams are imperfect, and fall short of thereality, here we must end our meditations, trusting to the divine'
Teacher to fill up any gaps to the minds of those who may be led to
peruse the dream and its interpretation. " In a dream, in a vision of'
the night, when deep sleep falleth upon men, in slumberingsupon the"
bed; then He openeth the ears of men, and sealeth their instruction"
(Job xxxiii. 15, 16).
Manehester.
A LITTLE ONE.
FRm,1: HEART TO HEART.-No. IV.

WE are very sorry indeed, my dear friend, to hear you have been so·
unwell, but thank God you are again able to come down to dinner, and
that He has given you sue7~ a truly valuable addition to your real comfort
as the one you name. What tenderness there is in this lovingkindness,
is there not? What a Father we have, in His royal dignity to attend to·
the smallest wants of His poor sheep in the wilderness, and to have His ear'
ready for their faintest cry! Oh, that we could enter deeper into this
wondroui love! This is my great desire when I have a few minutes' rest
from my hideous self, which embraces the world and the devil, while the'
new man of grace would so thankfully throw both far away. And yet
such is the contrariety of feeling, that I do not know that I could make
much head down hM'e by their being laid aside altogether. I am sure
my Father knows this, or He would not suffer them to be in exercise,
and I think I can see and feel a little now and then of the use He makes·
of them for my good and His glory. If, for instance, a desire has been
created in my heart to know more of Jesus, Hif'. work for and in me, the
enemies must eome forward for us to be able to enter into the" more than
conquerors through Him who loved us." And this very precept, "Resist
the devil, and he will flee from you," shows that there is an aetive principle in all true believers, distinguishing them from the mere letter or
dead professor, that follow after the Oaptain of their salvation when His
voice i6 heard among them. Whether it be in the war cry, "To arms,"
or in the sick chamber to "lie st?:ll," or in spiritual dearth to'u'ait for
food, all, all wait upon the Lord, and He giveth them their strength"
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pat£ence, and meat in due season.

I have seen the little birds this winter
assemble on a tree in early morning, waiting for us to put out their
crumbs: . some are impatient and fly off, but they come again the moment
we appear with the food. (We have had among them lately a tlwusl! on
tlte window-sill. ) Now, is it not so with ourselves spiritually? And the
colder it is, the sharper the appetite becomes. So, as our God likes to see
us feed well, is it any wonder He delays His coming every now and then,
after showing us how dependent we are on Him for every crumb?
"Thou openest Thy hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing,"
showing God's hand is full for our benefit when the shut-up time is
·over.
You say you seem to make no head against" resisting the deviL" Nor
do I when I judge by my feelings in his repeated attacks. And we want
great wisdom to judge between the reality of such a case and our feeling
about it. Why, if you and I did not Itate his company, we should be
swallowed up by him. And what resistance can there be greater than
l1atrerl--to desire none of his ways nor tempting offers, through the power
·of the Holy Spirit that is given us?
If anyone called on you and you desired them to go away, you would
not say because they kept coming that you had not resisted them. And
so it is very often with the devil, though, alas! we are too often caught
QUlawares. But even then it cannot be said you make no head inresistance,
when the end of it is more hatred of self and more knowledge of his sly
·snares. I write this to the praise and glory of God, for I do not want to
listen to the devil's lies, that the Lord has done nothing for us in this
respect, for I know He has,. and, if it had been otherwise, the devil would
let us alone, and not trouble us on the matter. On the other hand, I
desire to take all the blame to myself in being caught off "watch," and
am well persuaded that, if my Lord did not watch for me, there is no
,tempting bait of the devil's but what I should swallow. As to the dogs
getting the crumbs instead of the children, the only way I know of for
prevention is that which Paul practised when he went up to Jerusalem
with collections for the saints, viz., "pray to be delivered from the unbelievers." But, then, as we have Scripture authority (have we not?) for
.assisting others in need as well, we should know the mind of the Lord as
to the who for, and where to, and wlten. I have often asked Him to take
,off from the mind any purposed gift that is not by His will, or to allow
some circumstance to occur to show us it is not His will to give in the
contemplated quarter. I am quite certain about such a prayer being
,answered, because it is written, if you ask anything according to His
will, or to be according to His, will, He heareth us.
I like the ,remark of Dr. Johnson that you quoted about the bees,
but, then, when wisdom is promised us liberally, without any stint at all, and
not even to be upbraided for our folly, I do not see why we should be
taken in (James i. 5). I would rather say this and fail often in what I
,say-which I do continually-than give in to the devil that there is no such
provision made. My failures in this, respect have been through letting a
.natural generosity of heart run before there has been time to ask or
receive particulars, both temporally and spiritually. Another discovery I
;have made regarding myself (through failures of a well-intended help) is
that I have acted as though God were dead, and there was no one
,to care for them but me, instead of remembering at the time that God
is over all His creatures, and therefore we should be careful of not ~'nter-
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jerinfJ with His work concerning them, but doing His will as an instrument in the work, of whatever order or kind it may be. I will tell you
the occasion on which I made this discovery. A dear friend was so
reduced at one time, that my mind was at work night and day how to
help her. I was in the thick of trials myself, so that pecuniary aid I
could not give. At last I heard of a lady I knew something of who was
returning to India, and wanted to place her daughter with some one
who could be depended on. I spoke of my friend, and to her she went;
but there were all sorts of annoyances and trials after the mother left,
and at last some difficulty in getting the money; so it ended in th9
removal of her charge, and there was considerable trouble in accomplishing this. At last it was managed.
When thinking all this over before the Lord, I very plainly saw that I
had been as anxious about my friend as though her heavenly Father did
not care -the least for her, and I had ,acted as though I alone could help
her; and this provoked God's jealousy. Moreover, it was interfering
with His work concerning her, since He was not first consulted. But away
went the natttral heart all over the new heart, which was for a time
smothered, till the Lord took it off and showed me where I was wrong.
I think we may look to Christ on this subject for an example. I do so
love to get one from Him. When the Holy Spirit points it out, it is so
very precious, which. He appears to do at this moment. Jesus abode
tohere He was a little time 'When He heard His friend Lazarus was sick.
He did not go rushing off as we do; He waited, because the glory of God
was concerned in the matter. Now, this should be our end and aim,
whereas we think only of the creatui.. e's benefit. Lord, help me, I say, to
follow our blessed Master in future on this and all other points. I dt)
not know if I have made out this experience clear to you; it is so diffiCttlt
to give any julness of feeling on spiritual subjects in words. Do you
think that 1.hat is the reason we read, "Where there is neither speech nor
language, and where their voice is not heard," and that it is rather one
glorious swell, as it were, of never-ending praise that cannot be confined i?~
words? Tell me. I do not want to be fanciful, but the idea seems to be
a lift upwards.
We are so very sorry to hear dear Miss J - - is still sick; but the
Lord, who loves her far better than mortals, has laid her down, probably
that she may have more of ·His ttninterruptecl presence. I shall not
soon forget His great work on her in making her desire to be as she
is for His glory, because she believes it would not be so much for it
were she to have sight restored. And then the sweet work of resignation
and patience in her maid under such a calamity as cancer is. You do not
often see two such pictures under the same roof. They are "apples of
gold "-the Master's fruit-" set in pictures oj silver," His dear children.
I never saw that till this moment, and the thought warms my heart, and
may it yours, and to God be all the praise. Alas! I have just discovered
that a cousin, whom I have heard nothing of since he was a youth, is
now, I grieve to say, a Ritualistic bishop at Quebec!
How will he stand when God appeareth, either as a Searcher of his
heart here, or at the grand tribunal hereafter? The old man of sin has
always a string of fine beads, or motives, about his neck, but they are
trumpery, breakable ones, not real stones or jewels, that will stand.With my best love, believe me, my dear friend, yours very affectionately,
Jan. 7, 1871.
M. L. M.
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NAMES WRITTEN IN HEAVEN.
THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED IN ST. BARNABAS CHURCH, OPENSHAW, ON SUNDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 10, 1875, BY THE REV. R. J.
NOYES, RA., OF HIGHER OPENSHAW.

" Whose names are in tlw Book of Lije."-PHIL. iv. 3.
My subject is a deep one, but we find depths-unfathomable depths -in
nature, and it should be no matter for surprise, therefore, if we meet
with depths in revelation.
By the "Book of Life" I do not understand any material book, but
the book of God's eternal purposes and decrees; or, in other words, His
divine predestination to eternal life.
I will first of all, endeavour to prove to you from God's Word that
God ha~ had an eternal purpoee, which He is carrying out and will
accomplish. The Apostle J ames declared at the council at Jerusalem,
" Known unto God are all His works from the beginning of the world"
(Acts xv. 18). Here, you observe, not merely is foreknowledge on the
part of God asserted, but a foreknowledge added to a design; and hence
we find the Apostles Peter and John and others declaring in their prayer
recorded in Acts iv., that the enemies of the Lord Jesus were gathered
together" for to do whatsoever Thy (God's) hand and Thy (God's)
{lounsel determined before to be done." Likewise Peter, in his first sermon at Jerusalem, said of Jesus, "Him being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked
hands have crucified and slain." Thus we see that the greatest crime
ever committed by men-the murder of the Lord of glory-was foreordained of God, man's responsibility and wickedness being at the same
time in no wise lessened.
But not only did God foreordain all things connected with the Lord
Jesus Christ. but He has had an eternal purpose in Christ, as you may
learn from Eph. iii. 11: "According to the ETERNAL PURPOSE which He
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord." This eternal purpose is revealed
and unfolded to us in Rom. viii. 28-30: "And we know that all things
work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the
called according to His purpose. For whom He did foreknow, He also
did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might
be the Firstborn among many brethren. Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He also
justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified." There is
God's purpose, extending from eternity to eternity.
Do not be frightened, dear friends, at this term, "predestination." It
is involved in a very simple proposition, viz., that God is the Great
Architect of the universe, and that, like a wise architect, He formed His
plans before exercising His creative power. "I am God," He declares,
" and there is none like me, declaring' the end from the beginning, and
from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel
shall stand, and I will do all my pleasuro" (Isa. xlvi. 9, 10). It is
related that King William Ill. once remarked, in conversation with
Bishop Burnet, "If I did not believe in predestination, I could not
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believe in Providence, for it is absurd to suppose that God can act without a plan, for which predestination is only another name."
We have a beautiful summary of God's plan in the first chapter of the
epistle to the Ephesians, from the third verse: "Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord' Jesus Ohrist, who hath blessed us with all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Ohrist, according as He hath
chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be
holy and without blame before Him in love, having predestinated us
unto the adoption of children by Jesus Ohrist to Himself, according to
the good pleasure of His will" (sqq. to verse 11).'
Now, from what is thus revealed to us, we conclude that the idea of a
" Book of Life," in which the names of God's people are written, is a
figurative one, and respects His eternal foreknowledge of His people, and
,eternal choice of them in Ohrist Jesus to everlasting salvation.
" He knoweth all His people,
From everlasting knew;

The greatest and the smallest,
The many and the few."

Let me here remark how plainly we are thus assured of God's special
personal knowledge of and love for His people. The Lord J eaus declared
it when He prayed, "That the world may know that Thou halSt sent me
'
,and hast loved them as Thou !last loved me" (John xvii. 23).
In the book of Revelation we read of "the Lamb's Book of Life,"
indicating that this knowledge of His people is likewise possessed by the
,eternal and co-equal Son of God, who said, "I know my sheep, and am
known of mine." He has loved them with an everlasting love. and, as
their Surety, redeemed them by His vicarious life, suff'erings, and death;
Jor "He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we
might be made the righteousness of God in Him." Our justification
before God is "tnrough the redemption that is in Ohrist Jesus" (see
Rom. iii. 19-28). In a sense, Ohrist Himself might be called '''rhe
Book of Life," for all the redeemed were chosen "IN Hu!." They are
evidently "bound in the bundle of life" with Him, for He said, "I
give unto them eternal life;" "I am the Resurrection and the Life' "
,
,and, "Because I live, y,e shall live also."
I propose the consideration of five questions on the subject of my
text:1. WHEN were the names of God's saints written in the Book of
Life?
n. WIIY were they written there?
Ill. 'WHOSE names are written there?
IV. How may one know that HIS name IS written III the Book of
Life?
V. Are OUR names written there?
I. WHEN were the names of God's saints written in the Book of
Life? Since we have seen that the" Book of Life" signifies God's
eternal purpose, it is evident that the names of His saints were written
ihere from all eternity. Ohrist in prophecy declared, "My substance
(' body,' margin) was not hid 'from Thee, when I was made in secret,
and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Thine eyes did
.see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in Thy book all my members
were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was
.none of them" (Psalm cxxxix. 15, 16).
n. WHY were they written there? What was the moving cause which
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led God to rescue any from their ruined con dition? His sovereign gracean.d love. There was nothing-no good thing in anyone-to call forth
HI.s love and mercy, but just the opposite. "We were by nature the
chIldren of wrath even as others." What is there in rebels to call forth
the love of their Lord? Yet," WHEN WE WERE ENEMIES, we were reconciled
to God by the death of His Son." The child of God, knowing something
of the vileness of his nature, and confessing with the Apostle, "In me·
(that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing," is constrained to say,
" Why mo, Lord?" and the answer must be because "He hath mercy
upon whom He will have mercy."
" Grace first inscribed my name
In God's eternal book;
'Twas grace that gave me to the Lamb,
Who all my sorrows took."
Such love we should suppose would melt the affections of saints, and
break the stony hearts of rebellious sinners, but we know that it does
neither, except" the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost, which is given unto us."
Ill. WHOSE names are written there? "Secret things Qelong unto
the Lord," but "the secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him; and
He will shew them His covenant." We have never seen the Book of
Life, but yet we may believe that the names of certain persons are written
there. Paul says of Clement and others, "Whose names are in the
Book of -Life." How did he know? We cannot suppose that he had
seen the Book of Life,' or that his knowledge was limited to these persons;.
but they professed faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and their godly lives
testified to the genuineness of their profession. They ,, laboured with Paul
in the Gospel," thus showing their love to the Lord Jesus, and so he
esteemed them as true saints. In this way established Christians may
believe, or at least charitably hope, that such and -such names arewritten in the Book of Life.
But can we tell whose names are not written there? Most assuredly
Dot. While the Dames of all who will be saved are written therein, wecannot say who are not of this number. The most hardened sinner may,
before he dies, be bro'J.ght repentant to the Shepherd and Bishop of his
soul. Nothing is impossible with God, and no soul has gone to such
lengths in iniquity as to be beyond the reach of IIisalmighty arm, or is
so steeped in sin that the blood of Christ ca.nnot cleanse him. ,On a
dyin,g bed, or even when a dying man is unable to convey what he
experiences to others, so that they remain in ign')rance of the great change
he has had wrought in him, the IIoly Spirit may convince him of sin, and"
show Christ as his Saviour, filling his soul with peace in the contemplation of the wonderful love, grace, ana mercy of God to sinners. A ransomed soul must be saved. The responsible One has said, "Other sheep'
I have which lire not of this fold; them also must I bring."
IV. How may one know, or even how may one hopo, that his name·
is written in the Book of Life? Many hope so in a general sort of way,
and no one wishes to go to hell, but there must be a sure foundation for
"a good hope through grace." "The hope of the hypocrite shall
perish."
But do you know-and not only know, but fool-that you are a sinner?'
Hart says-
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" A sinner is a sacred thing;
The Holy Ghost has made him so."

A smner who knows and mourns over his sillnership is the sinner
indicated by the poet, and such a one is doubtless convinced of sin by
the Holy Ghost.
But I not only ask, DG }"lU feel that you are a sinner? but, also, Have
you experienced the suitability and pl'eciousness of Ohl'ist as a Saviour?
Has the Gospel come to you with power? Jesus said, "Verily, verily, I
say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on Him that sent
me, HATH EVERLASTING LIFE, AND SHALL NOT COME INTO CONDEMNATION,
BUT IS PASSED FROM DEATII UNTO UFE."
The good news of salvation is
for all who want it. " Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the.
waters." I come down to the weakest in faith, who says, "I am undone
without Ohrist, but I cannot say more than that," and I point out to
you, dear soul, that you are one of the thirsty ones, and that you have
come, and still are coming, to Ohrist; for you have no other plea than
His infinite merits, His pl'ecious blood and righteousness, for your justification. The loving Saviour has said of you, "Him that cometh to me
I will in no wise cast out." You are, the1'efore, as safe as that one who
can say from the heart, "I know whom I have believed," and, doubtless, in God's own time, you will be able to say the same; but, if you
never can, that cannot alter your standing in Ohrist, the Good Shepherd,
who" carries THE LAMBS in His bosom."
Dr. Hawker, in his" Morning and Evening Portions," in his commentary upon this text, asks, "Is not the Blble a copy of the Book of
Life?" It may, indeed, be considered 80; for it describes the characters
of those whose names are written there-God's saints. They are the
"poor," the "broken-hearted," the "captives," the" weary and
heavy laden," the "108t." They are "called with an holy calling,"
sanctified by the Spirit. They look to Ohrist Jesus as their Saviour,
their all and in all. They walk in newness of life, manifesting the
fruits of faith, the things which accompany salvation; for "the grace
of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly in this present world." Thus does the Word of
God describe those "whose names are in the Book of Life." But,
V. Are oUR names there? If they are, then they will never be blotted
out. When the children of Israel fell into idolatry, and made the golden
calf, we find Moses pleading with God for the people, and saying, "Yet
now, if Thotl wilt forgive their sin; and if not, blot me, I pray Thee,
out of Thy book which Thou hast written." But the Lord answered,
" Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book."
We are here reminded of the Lord Jesus Ohrist standing up as the
Surety of His people. He, the one Mediator between God and men,
wrought out and brought in for His Ohurch an everlasting righteousness
by living and dying as her Substitute. Thus every member is "complete
in Him," and
" Once in Him, in Him for ever:
Thus the eternal covenant stands."
He Hims ,If said of His sheep, "I give unto them eternallift:i; and they
shall nevel' pel'ish, neithel' shall any man pluuk them out of my hand."
But what if our names are not written thel'e ? We read that the
H
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Apostle John in a vision "saw the dead, small and great, etand before
God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened which
is the Book of Life.
And whosoever was nut found written in
the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire." I warn those who are
loving and living in sin that" the wages of sin is death," and, at the
same time, proclaim, "The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Ohrist our Lord." Think not that God's predestination is a bar to your
coming to Ohrist. 'rhe only bar is your sinful heart and depraved will.
"The carnal mind is enmity against God." It would be the height of
folly and presumption in us to lay our hand upon any man, be he ever
so great a sinner, and say, "The Gospel of J esue Ohrist is not for you."
Itis for sinners, and sinners, in hearing it, are made willing to receive it
as glad tidings indeed, according to the sovereignty of Him who "bloweth
where He li.teth."
.
Were it not ior the depravity of the human heart, every soul that
heard God's plan of salvation proved from His inspired Word would be
thrown into the deepest anxiety until he was assured through that same
Word, by the application of it by the Holy Spirit, that he had an interest
in Ohrist. But, alas! it is not so. " The natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him; neither can
he know then, because they are spiritually cliscernod."

GOSPEL PROVISION FOR THE SPIRITUALLY POOR
AND NEEDY.
WHAT dainties doth our Lord prepare!
What guests doth He imite!
May worlllS divide sucb curious fare?
Doubtless, 'tis not their right.
Poor beggitrs are not served in state;
Their posture is to stand:
. Th~ir proper place is at the gateOrusts only fit their hand.
How comes it, then, to pass that we,
That we are bid draw near?
That we are bid sit down by Thee,
And welcome to such cheer?
Ah. not because we are Lot poor
Have we this favour found;
But mercy is with Thee in sto1'eThat only is the ground.
Oh. blessed be the Lord of love,
Who asked not wbat we were,
But bade His only Son remove,
That so we might draw near.
Since Thou hast made our souls a feast,
Oh, make us thankful, too;
And, whilst some others praise in jest,
Let us both say and 00.
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COVE J ANT LOVE, COVENANT POWER, OOVENANT
FAITHFULNESS,
AS MANIFESTED IN SIOKNESS FOR UPW.AltDS OF THIRTY YEARS.

WE b.eartily rejoice in the mercy vouchsafed to us of testifying to divine
faithfulness and divine all-sufficiency, in connection with plain matters
of fact, which, in the good providence of our God, are from time to time
brought before us. If we know, in some little measure, our own heart,
we can appeal to the Lord Himself that we deem it among OUI' greatest
mercies and most distinguishing privileges thus to speak to His praise
and glory.
The receipt of a letter, which we shall presently quote, affords us
another opportunity for speaking well of His ever-blessed name.
Many of those who have been familiar with the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
since our connection with it, will probably remember the signature of
"R. S." (REBEOOA STREET). She was one upon whom the Lord laid His
afflictive hand some three-and-thirty years ago. She had been a domestic
in some family. The few pounds she had saved in service were soon
exhausted by doctors' fees and other expense::;. She thenceforward
became an absolute and entire dependent upon divine bounty. Connected as she had been with Grove Ohapel, under the ministry of the
late Rev. JOSEPH IRONS, she became a spl'lcial object of interest and pra~
tical care on the part of the members of his congregation.
AJ3 far as memory serves us, she told us, in one of our earlier visits to
her sick chamber, now more than thirty years ago, that she learned to
write (if not read) after she was laid upon that bed of sickness. From
that bed our readers have been addressed, through the medium of these
pages, in sound, Scriptural testimonies far God and truth. If we had
any fault to fmu with her contributions, it was not for want of clearness
or correctness, but for their length. As she has intimated to us, when
she began to write, the Lord was so pleased to fill her mind with matter
that she knew not how to stop. .
The facts we ::;hall here mention are purely from memory, but thcy
were so deeply imbedded in our mind when she narrated them that tinie
has failed to erase them.
The first fact we would name was of her being made instrumental in
the conversion of two young persons who visited her sick chamber.
These were both early ripened and taken home. It seemed strange to
hel: that such should be the case. But her cemment upon the fact was
one which we have thought of hundreds if not thousands of times sinet:-o
Speaking of their removal, and of their having preceded her into t1l0
kingdom of glory, althollgh not called by grace until after she was, silO
said, " But I feel that t!lC!) cannot take my place." N timberless times,
we repeat, have we thought of that mansion which Jesus had gone 011
and home to prepare for hcr, since sho had thus spoken; and in no small
measure has it afforded uomfort and satisfaction to our own mind, iu
contemplating the very many which have gone be£01"8 us.
There was another most remarkable fact which, at another visit, ~he
narrated. There was a certain poor woman whose case had been laid deeply
H 2
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upon her heart. She was in the most dependent circumstances. As yet
(as far as memory serves us) she was not really manifested as a child of
God, but had only been so dealt with, in a way of frustration and
disappointment, as to lead the beloved "R. S." to believe that the Lord
had "thoughts of peace, and not of evil." towards her. This belief, doubtless, was strengthened by the fact that this Scripture was powerfully
laid upon her heart, "Take this <;hild, and nurse it for me." It appeared
absurd-perfectly ridiculous-that she herself, an entire dependent upon
the free-will offerings of others, should for a moment think of entailing
upon herself this additinnal care, cost, and responsibility. She reasoned,
she argued, she entreated and implored, that all thoughts of such a step
might be taken from her mind. It was, llOwever, of no service. Still
the word followed her, "Take this child, and nurse it for me." At length
her hostility was subdued, her arguments were silenced. The Lord
would have His way, and not yield to hers. She took another room
adjoining her own in the house where she was located, and from the day
she rece£ved this object of divine mercy into her ho~tse her supplies were
doubled! She had much trial with her, in regard to temper, but she
regarded her as one whom the Lord was teaching in His own way, and
she looked to Him for strength and patience to bear ann forbear. She
attributed much of her manner to the state of her mind in regard to her
soul. At length the Lord laid His hand upon her. "R. S." was, in
consequence, compelled to flngage some one to attend upon her. But He
who knoweth the needs of His people provided likewise for this additional expenditure. He, in His own way, and by such agencies as He
saw fit to employ, sent continuously the all that was required. At length
she passed away. When this was the case, certain persons suggested
that" R. S." had better apply to the parochial authorities to bury her.
No," was her reply, "He who has so provided for her in life will
provide for l)er burial." III this childlike confidence she gave orders for
a plain, inexpensive interment. The deceased one had scarr.ply been
laid in her grave ere some gentleman-a stranger-called, and (altogether unsolicited) left with "R. S." the identical sum needed for the
undertaker!
Thus was this dear affiicted one shown so practically how the Lord
"careth for the righteous." The observant reader can far better conceive than we express what must have been the experience of this
favound one, unto whom, for upwards of thirty years, it was" given on
the behalf of Christ not only to believe, but to suffer for His ~akfl."
Confined to her b~d, as flhe was for nine-and-twenty years, how entirely
dcpendent she necessarily was for the Lord's continuous remembrances
of her. In what nuu,berless ways must she, during that lengthened
period, have seen the Lord's wonder-working hand in sending help
through such unexpected channels and by such unknown instruments!
How deeply imprinted upon her heart must that precious truth have
been, "Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these
things before ye ask Him 1"
.
Although at times-Rspee:ially in the earlier part of her illness-an
intense suij'erer, we cannot forget, even at this day, bow her countenance
would glow with grateful delight as she spoke of her Lord's marvellous
acts. We remem ber to this hour how she described the conflict of which
she was the subject, in regard to the poor soul of whom we just now
spoke, when that pa~sage was so applied to her heart, " Take this child,
U
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and nnrse it for me."
What would her friends say? What wonld those
upon whose free-will offerings she was so entirely dependent think of
such a piece of imprudence? It was the Lord, and the Lord alone, could
settle the matter. Aye, and as we have shown, He did settle it, and He
eonfirmed it, too. " The wise and the prudent" of this world, in their so
eontmuously seeking to sit in judgment upon the conduct of the Lord's
Spirit-led ones, may condemn this and that course because it clashes with
their opinions, which only too commonly centre in a det:lp-l'ooted selfishness; the Lord,. nevertheless, in His own time and way, stamps such
procedure upon the part of His people with the royal signet of His
divine approval. And ho\\' often has it been seen, with re~pect to " the
wise and prudent" of this world, that, in spite of theil' far-sightedness,
their judgment, their prudence, they have been allowed to adopt measures and to pursue a course bearing upon their ftlctl the greatest
absllt'dity! On tb.e other hand, the Lord's" wayfaring men and fools," in
the estimation of these selfsame "wise and prudent" ones, have been
led on and on in a course which has redounded to His glory and to "the
present and eternal well-being of others.
EDITOR.
Annexed is the letter to which we have referred : -

My DEAR BROTHER IN LIFE UNION WITH OUR PRECIOUS JEsus,-Grace,
mercy, and peace be with you and yours and the whole household of God. I
. just drop you a line to inform you of the departure from this time-state to
her eternal rest in eternal glol·.V above of our dea.r friend and sister in the
Lord, Rebecca Street, of Ziun's Lodge, John Street, Whitechapel. Her happy
spirit left its tenement of clay in the arms of her Jesus about five o'clock
p.m., on the 18th of November, 1875, and was interred in Bow Oemetery, in
the same grave with her dear sister Lucy, on the 24th. Thus lay together
two saints of the Most High God, richly favoured in the enjoyment of sweet
communion and fellowship here, in the promise of the life that now is, and
departed in peace to enter into that which is to COIDI~.
You, being well acquainted with her affliction, will save me giving you a
description of it, but I cannot help telling you of the dE'ar Lord's goodness
and mercy to her in her last days. A.fter twenty-nine years of confinement
to her bed, w hen the death of her dear sister Lucy took l'lace, about three or
fOUl' years ago, the dear Lord so delivered her from its ruling power and
strengthened her bodily, that from that time to her Jasc illness she walked
about her ap,utment with comfort, and waitea upon berself, which truly was
an evident miracle. You were perfectly acquainted wich her in days gone by;
her manner of life, purpose of heart, faith, &c., I can speak for thtl last nine
years, baving minidtered at the Lodge every Friday evening. During that
time our fellowsbip in the Gospel was unbroken-it stood in thtl demonstration of the Spirit and of power; for Ohrist was the power of G ,d unto salvation to our souls in the unity of the Spirit and in the bond of peace. Her
heart breathed the heavenly air she lived in, for she was rich in faLth, giving
glory to God; for the kingdom of heaven was within her, and that stood in
her heart experimentally in righteousness, peace, and in the joy of the Holy
Ghost; for her dear Lord had given her a spiric of power, of love, and a
sonnd mind, that in her daily communion and fellowship she apprehended
Him by whom she had been apprehended. Thus we desire to show forth
the goodness of the Lord in a remarkable manner to His dear child, in supplying all bel' needs while here, and enough to pay all demands to convey
her to the tomb, and now taken her to Himself. "Praise ye the Lord; the
Lord's name be praised. Amen." And, believe me, yours in the bonds of
covenant love,
St. George'8, East.
JOHN FRANKS.
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WELOOME WORDS FROM MELBOURNE.
To the Editor of the Gospel Maga::.ine.
DEAR Sm,-For many years I have had a desire to send you a few
lines to encourage you in your labour of love as Editor of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, and, as you so often of late have referred to the time when
you will lay down your editorial pen, I have felt a fresh impulse to add
my feeble testimony to the great and precious truths contained in the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE before you go to your rest. Many refreshing seasons
I have experienced in reading its pages. How wonderful are the ways
of our covenant-keeping God in supplying the needs of His children,
causing some of His family to minister comfort to others thousands of
miles apart. Very often, whilst reading pieces that have just met my
case, I have thought, Surely the time has come now to send you a line.
One time in particular, about three years ago, you wrote, "We have an
occasional cheering word by way of testimony, but for the most part we
labow' on in the dark. We know not where the Magazine goes, by whom
it is read, nor to whose heart the voice of it speaks, either in a correcting,
comforting, or confirming way." And, to my great surprise, your corresJilondent, "W. G.," of Holloway, in the piece headed" Helps by the
Way," in the February numher, alludes to the same quotation of yours
as causing him to feel guilty in not adding his testimony by way of
encouragement to you. How truly are those words fulfilled in our experience, "As face answers to face in the glass, so does the heart of
man to man." Often in your writings you have told out my feelings as
regards the fear of death. Although the Lord has given me many sweet
assurances that" He is mine and I am His," yet, like yourself, death has
a very solemn aspect to me, and I feel continually that" there is not a
step between me and death," for I have been laid aside two years and
a half with a most trying complaint, and many deep lessons I haVie
le3irned in the furnace, as you remarked in the Janwuy Magazine. Haw
different" the talking about the trial o£Zfaith and the proving what it is !"
Our dear Lord brings all His children to know that" without Him th y
can do nothing;" and, as you touched so beautifully on in the April
number of J acob's case, the deep lessons are not all learned. at once;
fresh trials are laid on us as we can bear them, and each individual's
differs according to the unerring wisdom of our heavenly Father; so that
there can be no standard raised in our experience or mode of deliveranQEl,
but each memli>er of the family shall feel there is a needs-be for them to
wait upon the Lord fram the pressure of circumstances, either from w~'t1lin
or withozlt, and in His own time and way He will deliver us. I well
remember, a short time since, I was very ill, and that portion was applied
to me, "My God shall supply all your need according to His riches in
glory by Ohrist Jesus," amI, whilst I was meditating on it, the Magazine
for March had just arrived, and the first words my eyes dropped on was
the same pOl·tion of Scripture. You wrote how you were walking along
with one of the late Mr. Nunn's hearers, and he was relating to you what
Mr.NlUln had said, "that God had supplied all his need,and he was sure that
He would supply all his need." Then you said to yourself, "That is the
very text I am going to preach from." I felt this very condescending of
the dear Lord inmakingoverHis promise to me again insuch it peculiar way.

That piece of yours in the September number, 1874, was also very
sweet to me, headed, "Father! my Father! " I could very well enter
into the feelings of your dear son in his letter to you-" how he longed
to hear the well-known voice utter the words of our beautiful Church
service in tones that seemed to vibrate yet in memory's chord; but, alas!
'tis but in memory." How often have I yearned for my father (Mr. T.
H. Baxter, of Portsmouth), more particularly since I have known the
Lord, had it been His will to have spared him to have rejoiced with me
for the" great things the Lord has done for me." But he has gone to
his rest, realizing the blessedness of the verses he used often to sing-

Also-

" My soul anticipates the day,
She'd stretch her wings and soar away,
To aid t.he song, a palm to bear,
And bow, the chief of sinners, there."

"When shall that day, dear LOl'd, appea.r,
That I shall mount a,nd dwell above,
And stand and bow before Thee there,
And view Thy face :md sing Thy love? "
In looking over his letters, it often reminus me of that passage, "He
being dead yet speaketh." I doubt not, from what you write of your
dear son, that he will yet be able to say, "The Lord is my strength and
song, and He is become my salvation. He is my God, and I will prepare
him an habitation; my jat7ler' 8 God, and I will exalt Him." I must also
mention how you were led to write my meditations in the August number
on those words of Rachel's, "With great wrestlings have I wrestled with
my sister, and I have prevailed." I was under great pressure at the time,
and those words were continually with me, and your remarks met my case
wonderfully. Ah, who knows what it is to wrestle with the Lord but
His own Spirit-quickened and Spirit.possessed ones? To wrestle with
the Lord is a matter so sacred, so supernatural, so utterly beyond the
power of the flesh, that none but those born of the Lord can wrestle with
the Lord. I also read with deep interest your meditations in the nightseason respecting your dear brother being restored to consciousness. AL,
the many cases you brought before the Lord, and how the dear Lora
granted their request, has been my plea for a long time, and my heart
went out in gratitude to the Lord that He granted your request also.
Thus you see, dear brother, the Lord does own and bless your writing.
Although some may think these are small things to notice, yet to me
they are great things; indeed, I could write much more, but I thought
this would be a little help by the way for you, and a fulfilment of the
promise, "My word shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish
that whereunto I have sent it." TIowoften, too, has the" Wayside
Notes" writer been the instrument., in the Lord's hand, of writing a
word in season to lIly soul, and many othel's that I know. That piece in
the January number was very sweet to me, "I shall be anointed with
fresh oil," that sentence in particular where he speaks of the" chequel'ed
pathway, the rough stones, and the rugged places, when viewed aright,
to be part and parcel of the pavement oj love to the celestial city." 11.n(1
another piece of his was particularly blessed to me, in, I think, the July
number, 1874, headed, "1 will lead thee in paths they have no~ known."
He writes, "As we go on in divine things, there will be deeper paths tll
enter, the traversing of which will often cause us to cry out, '0 Lord, I
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am oppressed, undertake for me ; ,,, and a little further on he remarks,
d and how these deeper leadings bring us to amellow£ng s£lence "-(Oh, how
those two words went to my heart, that' mellowing s£lence ')-and how, in
due time, we find our strength is to sit still, f}nd watch and wait whilst
the Lord does His own work, and, if we say but little, it is because we
think: the more." The Lord did indeed answet his prl:lyers in blessing it
to some poor and needy one of His family. May he be enabled to go on
and" cast his bread upon the waters, for it shall be seen after many
da,ys." I mllst al~o mention anothAr of your correspondents, Josiah, of
Chelmsford. His piece in the Magazine, 1869, 011 "A Wise Son makes
a Glad Father," has been read 'with deep interest by me many times,
and my friends also, and we have always found a sweet savour attending
them. I must also mention his piece in the J Rvuary number, 1875, with
a verse of Kent's hymn at the beginning, "We'll now begin the sacred
theme, where God began wilh us."
Now, dpar sir, I must draw to a close, and ])lay the Lord long spare
~'ou. and bless you abundantly in your labours, both in the pulpit and as
~ditor of' the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, is the sincere prayer of, dear sir, yours
In Jesus,
Melbourne.
A LITTLE ONE.
[Beloved unknown, yet well· known, we often think of the words of the
late blessed DAVID DENHAM when speaking of the rest that remaineth.
As a: preacher of the everlasting Gospel, jealotlS ~or his Master's truth
and honour, he could but be the subject of "aned and deep exercise.
~ence, on one occasion, he said, speaking of heaven, "~o Saturday
mghts there! No Saturday nights? No; nO Saturday mghts! No
Monday mornings there! No Monday mornings? No; no Monday
mornings!" Between thirty and forty years have passed since the man
of God made this remark from the pulpit, but such was the power with
which it came that it has never lost its vividness to this hour.
The more the heart is drawn out in pulpit work, and the greater the
energ-y brought to bear, the more intense the physical exhaustion afterwards. Of this the enemy takes advantaO"e, just as he does with the
more private believer, after seasons of vel'/,special enjoyment, when, it
may be, the whole soul is so fired with love to the Lord as to vent itself
in b.ursts of adoration, praise, and thanksgiving! Tears of joy and
gratl.tude are shed so copiously, and the spirit is. so b~dewed witll peace
and JOY and holy wonder, that the subject of it IS obhged to entreat the
Lord to stay His hand, for the poor earthly vessel can hold no more: it
is full to overflowing. As there are certain limits with respect to trial,
80 likewise is it the case in regard to triumph.
13ut trial follows, as well
a~ precedes, the triumph .. and so does fasting go before and follow after
feasting. A knowledge of this fact renders the :Lord's more experienced
and depply-taught oues the more s~Ltisfied with the stayedness of m£nd ~tpon
H£mscif, in a way of calm repose and blessed assurance,
To such that
portion is very precious, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose
mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee."
And yet, with respect to the energy and the fit'~ in tostif,ying of Him,
we can scarcely understand how it can be otherWIse when It pleases the
?Ioly Ghost to pour into the earthen vessel at the moment such a one
IS standing before poor tried, sin-burdened, Satall-harassed soula. " Out
of the abundance of the heart he must speak," of ,the wonderful grace,
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and the wonderful love, and the wonderful power, and the wonderful
patience, and the wonderful forhearance, ancI the wonderful faithfulness
of Him who is emphatically called" TIrE WONDERFUL!" Aye, and" He
is wonderful in counsel ami excellent in working."
We had been striving to stammer out a few' things touching this
Wonderful, this Uouneellor, this Might,y God, this everlasting Father,
thIS Prince of Pe<lce, on the Christmas-day and 10110wing morning, as
well as in the evelling of the latter day, seeking to testify to the great
fact that "He cr'l\vneth the year with His gooduess; His paths drop
fatness." 'l'ltey had each been seasons of personal refre~hing. Then
came the Sunday night exhaustion and re~tlessness, and the Monday
morning depression.
It was just under these circumstances your letter came. It proved as
timely as it was refreshing. So that, you see, the Lord knew when to
incline anti enable yuu to write. Oh, He does time things so marvellously
and blessedly. 'rile fact of your lill-tel' coming from sllch a far distance
recalled to 0111' mind an observation we were led to make in preaching
yesterday upon the boundless knuwledge as well as the matchle·s love
and the ten<ler interest of 0111' God in regard to His people. We said
that, however far-fetched 01' extravagant cer·tain observations may be with
respect to man, there cOllld be nuthing fur-fetched or extravagant in any
attempt whatever to set forth the character of our God. Hence, in
reference to that precious testimony, "The very hairs of your head are
all numbered," we said that, if by any possibility a single hair could be
. driven by the wind over vast ocean, the Lord God Almighty would know
to whose head that single hair belonged.
Ah, yes, beloved, depend upon it, it is a verity; and, if so, think you
not that He is fully cognisant of the each and every. sorrow, temptation,
trial, perplexit,y. care, burden, hope, fear, of His every child, in all the
numberleos detaIls and inconceivable phases and particulars of such trial
or affliction? Undoubtedly He is.
Oh, that He would be pleased to make it more and more our mercy to
realize this, and with it to enable us to fall into His hand with a " Do
with me as s..,ellleth Thee good." Not in the least wise to suggest or to
dictate to Him, but, from a thoroug!l conviction that He must and will
work alt things fol' His own glory and His childl'ell'S good, to experience
increasingly the mercy of what it is to" Lie passive in His hands,
Ana know no will but His,"
We are fully aware that it is easy to express this, either in writing or
speaking. The putting it into practice is quite another th;ng. Ah, beloved,
have you Dot persomdly proved your own frail'y and wavering, and the
being" tossed to and fro" in this very particular? At certain times and
under certain circumstances you have, for a season, felt submissive to the
Lord's will. You have thought, from what at the mOIIlent you experienced, that you really could surrender yourself entirely to the Lord's will
and way. With all your heart you fdt, for the time being, you could say,
" Thy will be doue." But, although you failed at the moment to see it,
there was at least a species of self-satisfaction spl'inging up, in supposing
that you were at length thus brought down, were thus submissive, thus
resigned. But ah, almost ere you were aware, a contl'ary spirit set inother feelings arose-a different view' of matters was taken, and, to your
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sorrow, you found that old Adam was not dead yet, nor was he going to
give up so easily as you had vainly imagined. And now you found that
you dare not rest even in the most placid frame, or solace yourself with
the idea that the will was controlled-the flesh humbled-you brought
into a quiescent state. All, no; you had been in measure looking at self
under another aspect, and making a Christ of your meekness, and surrender, and acquiescence. This will not dv, beloved. No, the Lord will
not have rivalry even in our experience, happy and blessed as that experience, in a certain sense, may be. It is HIlIISELF! HIMSELF alone!
He will have as the whole and sole object of attraction. He will bring
His dear blood-bought, Spirit-taught ones feelingly to say"Thon, 0 Christ, art all I want;
Freely let me take of Thee;

Spring Thou up within my heart;
Rise to all eternity."

What a long and what a varied process iq the" emptying from vessel
to vessel!" What an immensity is involved in the saying, "Line upon
line, line upon line, precept upon precept, precept upon precept, here a
little and there a little! "
Well, beloved, what is at length the rosult? wlw.t the ultimate issue?
Why, it is jnst what is expressed in the first Scripture which the eye fell
upon after reading your cheering letter: "And -now, Lord, lettest Thou
Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word, for mine eyes have
seen Thy salvation."
The Lord, dear tried and afflicted one, have you and ourselves, together
with the whole household of faith, in His holy care and keeping, and
beneath His own direct guidance and control, uiltil He is pleased to say,
" Come up higher; " and then how blessed alld bow glorious will be the
meeting with the ransomed throng-so many of our own loved ones among
them-around the throne, to unite in the one uninterrupted and everlasting song of "Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins
in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and His
Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
EDITOR.]

THE "GOSPEL COTTAGE LECTURER" TO THB EDITOR OF
THE" GOSPEL MAG~ZINE."
[We have received the annexed letter, written by our late beloved
bruther-in-law, five-and-twenty years ago, from the two sisters in the
Lord who took down in shorthand, and afterwards published, the two
volumes of his sermons. We quite agree with them in the desil"abll'uess
of reproducing such a precious epistle as, we doubt not, many have
found, and very many more will find, to be most refreshing.-ED. ]
My BELOVED BROTHER IN OUR PRECIOUS LORD JEsus,-I do sincerely
sympathise with you in the midst of the mental turmoil which I know
the bitter taunts of those whom you love as brethren in the Lord
must produce in your easily-wounded heart. But cheer up! "with bitter
herbs they shall eat it." Yes, my beloved brother, from the moment
eternal life entered our souls in the midst of Egypt, and gave us that
first token for good, spiritual feeling, without which the" bondage of corruption," slavery to sm, and drudgery among the elements of this carnal
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world could not be felt to be an intolerable burden, causing an earnest
cry to ascend to the throne of God for deliverance-from that moment
when the Lord, in His tender love, pity, and compassion, came down to
deliver-from that moment when we were so graciously privileged to find
ourselves safely shut inside an Israelitish dwelling-place, the lintel and
the two side posts of oUt'doors sprinkled with precious passover blood,
our loins blessedly girded about with eternal truth, our pilgrim staff,
though it may have been but a lit.tle one, of li·vin!J faith in our hand, and
our new Gospel shoes on our feet-from that moment when we, thus
equipped for a rough journey, stood in adoring wonder around the Lord's
first festive board, surveyed the royal repast, breathed upwards our first
hallelujah, and in haste-·alas ! how short the season--fed sweetly on the
Lamb of God-from that m)ment up to the present hour has it not been
as it was then, "With bitter herbs they shall eat it" ?
I know you, my beloved brother, and every member of our Lord's
royal family, who have once experimentally kept this glorious spiritual
feast, are daily looking for the return of the passover festival. Instead
of once a year, you would like to keep it every day; but" to everything
there is a season"-a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn,
and a time to dance; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak. And
there is an appointed time for thus feasting and an appointed feasting
time, in which we have to gather those bitter herbs which render the
retUl:ning feast as doubly precious. ,Vhat words can express the soulmelting blessedness, aftet' a long season of bitter-herb gathering, exposed
to many wintry blasts and long gloomy nights, in which dark demons
whisper that we should never see another passover supper-I say, what
words can express the blessed hard-heart dissolving effect of the voice ofthe
heavenly Me~senger, who arouses us from our reverie, surrounded as we
are with our bitter herbs, with the sweet intelligence, like milk and honey
flowing from His lips, "It is passover night; all things are ready!" For
even Ollrist our passover is sacrificed for us; let us therefore keep the feast.
Is there no feeling here? no experience? \Vas there no precious feeling
in the heart of a poor fellow-sinner, a sister of ours, who had been for
days gathering some most bitter horbs, when she heard a voice behind
her softly, tenderly, call to her, "Mary," and when she turned and would
have embraced Him? Was there HO feelin!J, no precious experience, the
:£lowingsoflove through her delighted heart, as she exclaimed, "Rabboni"?
Are we to wait until we get the other side of the Jordan before we eat
our blessed passover feast? But even then would there be no hunger, no
feeling thirst? What says that deal' prisoner of the Lord, iuhis stone cell
at Aberdeen-J. Rutherford? "Take oue gem out of His jewel-casethere are thousands like it-and test YOUI' dai.y soul cry by it. " Was he
in a healthy state of soul when he thus breathes out his feeling and
experience? And for myself, if I had ten loves, and ten souls, oh, how
glad would I be if He would break in upon me, and take possession of
them an ! Woe, woe is me, that He and I ara so far asunder! -'1 hope
we shall be in one country and one house together. Truly, pain of love,
sickness for Jesus, maketh me to think it long, long, long to the dawning
of that day. Oh, that my adversaries knew how sweet my sighs for
Ohrist 8re, and what it were for a sinner to lay his head between Ohrist's
breasts, and to be over head and ears in Ohrist's 10VEl ! Alas! I cannot
cause paper to speak the hoight, and breadth, and depth of it, I ha.ve not
a balance to weigh my Lord J esu;;' worth. Heaven, ten heavens, would
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not be the beam of a balance to weigh Him in. I must give over
praising Him! Angels see but little of Him! .Oh, if that fair One
would take the mask off His fair face, that I might see Him! A kiss of
Him through His mask is half a heaven! 0 day, dawn! 0 time, run
fast! 0 Bridegroom, post, post fast, that we may meet! 0 heavens,
cleave in two, that that bright face and head may set itself through the
elouds! Ob, that the corn were ripe, and the world ready for the hook! "
No feeling, no experienee here? Is this changing the truth of God into
a lie, by pandering at the shrine of this "cursed idol imagination" ?
But enough: " be still and know that I am God." The Lord help
you, my beloved brother, to prepare many a feast of fat things for the
dear hungry children. Only at the end of tbe cbapter yOIl, I, and
tlH'y shall find the order of this glorious feast kept up, "With bitter
herbs they shall eat it."
The Ll'rd h;\8 a large garden of hitter herbs, and so wisely does He
manage every child of His that, let them be circuIDstanced as they may
in this world, He has a bed of herbs just suited in kind and bitterness,
to pick which He daily leads them. But" He guideth all His affairs
with discretion." Ah, indeed, when you and I l,)ok back at the many
Litter spots already passed-yes, bless HiH precious name, passed for
ever-how discreetly did He manage all ! W hat a blessed feeding on the
glorious Lamb followed every cup of bitters! Have we bitters now?
. Yes, some we dare not talk about, or perhaps breathe to a mortal on
earth. Take down the dusty harp, my beloved brother, let us sing"He helped us then, He helpil us now,
And He we 7cnow, whate'er may comeEternal honours crown His browWill help us 'till He takes us home,'''
The Lord has taught me a little of the blessedness of living like David
Qf old. "Commit thy way unto the Lord," and really leave Him to
manage all for thee; "trust a180 in Him, and He shall bring it to pass."
r am obliged to wait tbe Lord's direction. He knows my naughty old
heart would be independent of Him; but He in mercy has ordered oircumstances so that until H6 makes the way clear I cannot move. But I
think the time is not far distant when my little frail bark, "The Go pel
Cottage Lecturer," may hoist its humble love-sail, and pay a visit to old
friends ag-ain. It will carry no guns-therefore will not be prep red to
fight; indeed, it will not go far out to sea: so that, if any of tho gr at
fighting ~hips shoul<;l make theil: appearance, it may quietly t'lip into
port agam, and as quietly wait there while its big betters
ttl their
disputes between themselves. It is hoped that J ushua and al b will
be ever found in the liltl bark, and that a good report and many a
cluster from Eshcol may be home between them.
Yours in the love of Jesus,
.Tan:, 1851.
TilE" OSPEL C01"l' E L:n: 'l'URER."

ON a friond reminding him of his rebuilding a ohurch, and of
his many ads of oharity, he replied, "They be good works if they
be sprinkled with the blood of Jesus, and not otherwise."-George
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OLD JON ATHAN IN NEW GARB.
OLD J oNATHAN,-Allow me to express my thanks to you and your
publishers for the new dre~s in which your offspring appears. I feel
sure everybody will agree with me that the alteration is an improvement.
It is a long time since I sent a few lines to your paper, and would now,
through your kindness, draw your attention to 2 Samuel ix., where we
have a beautiful illustration of the way in which God shows His kindness
to His own chosen ones.
Mephibosheth did not seek David's kindness, nor does an unconverted
person of his own will seek that of God (Titus iii. 4).
Mephibosheth was unable to go to David-he was lame.
Notice what the Saviour says in John vi. 44.
The plalle where Mephibosheth was found is significant, viz., Lodebar,
which means "without pasture." And oh! is not this a fair description
of this wilderness world? (Luke xv. 14-16.)
What led David to show kindness to Mephibosheth? It was the
covenant between Jonathan and himself (1 Sam. xxii. 17). The reader
need only be reminded that such is the case now: God shows kindness
to the sinner for Christ's sake (1 John ii. 12; Eph. iv. 32).
The manner in which David acted is also very noticeable-he sent and
fetched him; and, were it not that God did just the same for us, we should
never have rejoiced in His love and have been near to Him (Luke xix. 10).
Mephibosheth is so taken aback by such unexpected kindness that he
looks upon himself as "a dead dog." And 80 does any sinner; like Job
(xlii. 5,6) and Isaiah (vi. 5). If anyone thinks and feels differently,
he knows little of his own heart and very little of the distinguishing love
of our covenant-keeping God. Mephibosheth is allowed to eat at tht
king's table continually, and an inheritance is provided. This is just how God
deals with those whom He has called to the knowledge of His grace and
love; they have meat to eat that the world knowiil not of. And does not
Peter assure such that they are begotten to an inheritance reserved in
heaven for tho~e who are" kept by the power of God" ?
The last thing I would notice is that, although Mephibosheth was called,
fetched, ate at the king's table, and had a forfeited inheritance restored,
he was still lame. Does not this remind us of what St. Paul says in 2 Cor. v.,
" We that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened" ?
Never mini!, snffering brother or sister inJesus, although lame, burdened,
and groaning, the One who has secured the inheritance has said, "My
sheep shall never perish,neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand."
Sincerely wishing you and all your readers much spiritual blessing
and usefulness, I am, yours in Gospel bonds,
A WAITING AND WORKING PILGRIM.
DEAR

To the Editor of tlte Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR BROTHER,-The excellent and esteemed writer of the
"Wayside Notes" lJas fallen into a grave error in his article for,this
month. He asserts that the British and Foreign Bible Society circulates
the Douay version of the Scriptures, and draws there from conclusions not
very favourable to the society. Allow me to say, from personal knowledge, that it does not circulate that version of the Bible, and has never
done sO.-Yours in Gospel bonds,
Camberwell ~71.;rew Road, Jan. 13, 1876.
W. P; TIDDY.
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A PAFER ON' THE GOLDEN CANDLESTICK.
HEAD AT TilE ST. LUiKE'S (BEDMINSTE ) TEACilERS' CLASS, ON DEC.

7, 1875.

(Read Psalm xxix. 9 (margin) ; Exodus xxv. dl-40; and Hobrews ix.)
A]3~uT

three months after Israel left Egypt they came to the wilderness
of Sinai, and encamped before it. And God called unto Moses· out of
the mount, and he went up in response to the Almighty's call and there
received the law, and likewise instructions to build a tabernacle, God
desiring to dwell with His people during their journey through the
wilderness. One of the pieces of furniture worthy of notice in the tabernacle was the candlestick, or, as it may be properly rendered, candelabrum,
or lamp-stand, and, like all the other articles connected with the tabernacle, had its significant typical meaning of something that would
correspond in the new testament dispensation. The candlestick, with
its tongs, mnffers, and snuff-dishes, were made of a talent of pnre beaten
gold. A talent of gold, at £4 an onnce, would be worth £5,'175 sterling".
The candlestick consisted of a base, and one principal stem, or shaft,
with three branches on each side, and one in the middle; the stem and
the branches were adorned with knops, and flowers, and bowls, made
like unto almonds. In addition to this were seven lamps placed one at
the top of the shaft, and one at the top of each branch. These lamps
were fed by the high priest with pure beaten olive oil. J osephus says
the shaft of the candlestick elevated itself on high from a single bp,se,
and spread itself into as many branches as there are planets, including'
the sun among them. It terminated in seven heads, in one row, all
standing parallel to one another. The Biblical narrative ends with
reminding Moses to look that he make them after their pattern, which
was shown him in the mount. We are plainly told in Hebrews ix. 9,
that these things were only a figure for the time then present, or, as in the
twenty-third verse of the same chapter, they were patterns of things in
the heavens.
Let us now, in order, see more closely what the golden candlestick was
a figure or pattern of.
I. Its Material.
II. Its Use and Position.
HI. Its Ornaments, Snuffers, &c.
I. Its Material. The material of which it was made was pttre
beaten gold. Gold is the proper emblem of what is most valuable
or precious. Job, in his twenty-eighth chapter, uses gold to show
the preciousness of wisdom.
He says wisdom cannot be gotten for
gold; it cannot be compared or valued with the gold of Ophir. The
gold and the crystal cannot equal it, and wisdom cannot be exchanged
for jewels of fine gold. Solomon says, in Proverbs xx. 15, that "the
lips of knowledge are better than gold." Et. Peter says, "The trial of
faith is much more precious than gold that perisheth." The prophet
Jeremiah, in Lamentations iv. 2, says the precious sons of Zion are
comparable to fine gold. Solomon, in Song v. 11, says of the Bridegroom, "His head is as the most fine gold;" and in the fourteenth
verse, "His hands are as gold rings set with the beryl." The prophet
Isaiah, in the thirteenth chaptor and twelfth verse, says, "I will make a
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man more pre(;ious than fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge
of Opbir." Gold was used by Solomon and Isaiah to show the preciousness of Him who was chosen of God and precious. Gold would be
typical of the manhood of Christ, being a production of the earth.
Christ was of the seed of the woman, and partook of man's nature, which
was of the earth, earthy. Ohrist from the time of His birth was the
subject of trial, persecution, and temptation, and was, as the Oaptain of
our salvation, made perfect through sufferings. And, being made perfect,
He became the Author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey Him.
The candlestick was made of pure beaten gold. His shaft, His branches,
His bowls, His knops, an.d His flowers shall be the same. It grew into
its lovely shape under the repeated blows of the hammer, and all the
blows inflicted on the pure gold worked together for good, by giving it
its form and finish. So do the people of God grow into a perfect shape
through the many blows inflicted upon them. Some with their many
trials, some with their temptations, others with their much suffering.
But it all tends to conform them to the image of God's deal' Son. St.
Paul says, in Romans viii. 28, that" all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called according to His
purpose."
n. The Use and Position of the Candlestick. The use of the candlestick
was to give light in the darkness. There was no window in the holy place of
the tabernacle-all natural light was excluded from it-but the light that
li~htened it proceeded from ihe beautiful seven-branched lamp-stand,
which poured forth its rays day and night, summer and winter alike,
upon those that were within, but not a ray was given to those that were
without. The candlestick and its branches were a type of Christ and
His Church. The base and stock represented Christ, and the branches
l'epresented Christ's people. Christ was the great light that shined in
the darkness (Isaiah ix. 2), Ohrist was a burning and a shining light
(John v. 35). As the candlestick was the means of light in the holy
place, so was Christ the light of the world. He (;ame a light into the
world, that whosoever believeth on Him should not abide in darkness
(John xii. 46). '1'he true members or branches of Christ's Church are
lights in the world. Jesus said to His disciples, in His sermon on the
mount, "Ye are the light of the world," and He tol~ them to let their
light so shine before men that they may see their good works and
glorify their Father which is in heaven. All that follow Him shall not
walk in darkness, but shall have ~he light of life. Light is the proper
emblem of knowledge, purity, and truth, as darkness is the emblem of
ignorance, sin, and error. The holy place without the light from the
candlestick was all darkness and miserable, but, when illuminated by the
pure light, all was seen as in a blaile of glory. The darkness which
existed in the holy place before the light was given was a most striking
emblem of the darkness that exists in the mind of man naturally. Inall
minds by nature there i., deep ignorance of God. of His law, and His
requirements; but, when the light of God the Holy Spirit is caused to
shine in upon their darkened minds, they then see things as they are,
they then see, as it were, the beauty of God's holy plnce, the advantages
of a pure religion, the perfection of God's holy ,Vord, anu they learn
the secret of God's designs in providing for fallen man a Saviour.
In Exodus xL 25 we read that "Moses lighted the lamps before the
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Lord, as He had commanded him." Some would, perhaps, wonder
where the light came from, and if there was anything' remarkable about
the nature of it. ~ think there was something remarkable about the
nature of the light, as I think it quite probable. that it cama from the
altar of sacrifice. If so, the light would be an emblem of graco. History
says that, whon everything in connection with the tabernacle was
complete, the fire for the altar of saorifice hecame miraculously kindled,
and was perpetually maintained and cherished by God's people with the
most devoted oare. If the light came from the altar of sacrifice, it was
of no human production, but brought about hy the power of the
omnipotent One. So it is with grace; for those who have received grace
have light, and grace is " the gift of God, and not of yourselves, lest any
should boast." It is like the light, wonderfully kindled and perpetually
maintained. Grace originates not in man, and he has no more to do
with the origin of the spiritual light which beams upon his benighted
mind than he had in the creation of the light of the sun when he first
shed his beams over the darkened earth. Christ says, "The wind bloweth
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but caI;lst not tell
whence it cometh, or whither it goeth. So is everyone that is b"rn of
the Spirit." It appears, from reading Exodus xl. 35, that, when Moses
had finished the work of the tabernacle, the glory of the Lord filled
it, and Moses was not able to enter the tent, because the cloud abode
thereon. All the work of the tabernacle was now given into the hands
of Aaron and his sons, and a part of the work that Aaron himself had
to attend to was the continual feeding of the lamps with pure beaten
olive oil (Lev. xxiv. 1). Oil is the figure of the holy unction of the
Spirit, which rests on all believers, enabling them to shine as lights. As
Aaron fed the lamps morning and evening with pure oil, so does Jesus
feed the members of His Church with the unction of His holiness.
Ill. The Urnaments, SnufJers, &c. The ornaments consisted of
flowers, knops, and bowls, worked out in the shape of almonds. These
ornaments give us no encouragement or license to adorn ourselves with
silver and gold, but they rather shadow forth the comeliness of Christ
and the Church's in particular. Solomon says, "The instruction of a
father, and the forsaking not of the law of thy mother, these shall be an
ornament of gr~ce unto thy head, and chains abOut thy ~eck." And again
he says to those that get wisdom and understanding, ., These shall give to
thine head an ornament of grace." St. Peter says the adorning ought
not to be "of wearing of gold or of putting on of apparel, but (says he)
let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible,
even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of
God of great price. For after this manner in the old time the holy
women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves." The bowls were
made like unto almonds, and the flowers were those of the almond tree.
Why the almond and its flowers were chosen for the shape that the
ornaments ·were to assume, is not quite clear to my mind. The almond
tree was an interesting object of J udea, because of its sending forth its
beautiful white blossoms in the early month of January, and thus
indicating that winter was past and the clear sunshining a~ hand. ThG
almond tree is the first that sends forth its flowers, and, as it were, awakes
while the re~t seem asleep. In this respe0t it seems to be an ~ppropriate
symbol of vigilance or watchfulness. White hair of old age is represented by the blossom of the almond tree. Am'on's rod acquired per-
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petual power to 'send forth blossoms similar to those of this tree.
Jeremiah, in his vision, in answer to the Lord, when asked what he saw,
said, "I see a rod of an almond tree. Then said the L0rd, Thou hast seen
well, for I will hasten my word to perform it." The leaf and blossom of
the almond tree resemble very mucn that of the peach; it is only grown
in this country for the sake of its beautiful vernal flowers. The pure
white flowers are emblems of purity. The knops, flowers, ar..d almonds
might have represented the variety of gifts in the members of the Church
of Ohrist. St. Paul says (1 001'. xii.), "There are diversities of gifts, but
the same Spirit; and there are differences of administrations, but the
same Lord j and there are diversities of operations, but it is the same
God which worketh all in all." The knops, flowers, and almonds, all
formed a part of the beautiful candlestick, and everyone of these leaves
and flowers were necessary to the completion and perfection of it. St.
Paul says of Ohrist's Ohurch, that the body is one, and hath many
members, and all the members of that one body being many are one
body, and not one of these members can say they have no need of each
other. For God hath set the members everyone of them in the body a3
it hath pleased Him. And now are they many members, yet but one
body.. The snuffers seem to be of no little importance in connection with
the candlestick. It was the duty of the high priest to trim the lamps
twice every day, when he came with his golden snuffers and removed any
dead material which hindered the light from shining. So Ohrist, our
High Priest, walks amidst His golden candlesticks, and has very often to
apply the snuffers, and cut off something which hinders the light from
shining as brightly as it should. When the high priest came with his
snuffers, he brought the oil vessel at the same time. So when Ohrist
removes a something which we love, but which hinders us from giving
forth the light which ought to shine out from us, He gives us more of
the oil of the Holy Spirit's power and grace, so that our afflictions may
really make us brighter and better Ohristians. There is one little article
generally associated with the candlestick, but, in connection with this one
of pure beaten gold, is conspicuous by its absence. There is not a word said
about any extinguisher. No extinguisher was needed, because the light
was never to go out. Neither does our High Priest use any extinguisher.
He never comes to us to put out our light, but would have it burn
brighter and brighter unto the perfect day. Ohri'3tians should always
try and remember, and not mistake the snuffers for the extinguisher.
In conclusion, I wish once more to draw attention to the significant
words in Hebrews ix.: "These are patterns of things in the lteavens." 1Vhat
is there in heaven that bears any resemblance to the Imre beaten candlestick? I can conceive of nothing except it be J ehovah in Trinity, God
the 'Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, three distinct Persons,
but one God. There are three parts in the candlestick-the base, the
stock, and the branches-yet are they all one. It seems to show to our
little minds something of the mystery of godliness, of God manifest in
the flesh, justified in the spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the
Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. The baRe of
the candlestick was the foundation, and the- shaft or main pillar was
joined to and rested in it, the branches, each one in its proper place,
rested in the shaft. Thus were the three parts beautifully united in one.
God the :Father is the foundation; Ohrist rested in God, and joined to
and resting in Ohrist is His Ohurch and people.
I
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PRESENTATION TO THE REV. J. C. MARTIN, M.A., MINISTER
OF THE CIROUS CHUROH, PORTSMOUTH.
WE feel the greater plf\usure in publishing the annexed, because it stands
in suoh striking contrast to a painful fact "IV hich had just recently been
brought before us. It was that in a certain High Ohurch Sund!ly-school
connected with a large and important parish the Bible is never introduced!
While such a course is most lamentable to contemplate, what can more
clearly show the real spirit and aim of' those in authority? Is it not evident
tbat they would supersede the Word of God altogether if they could?
The address, therefore, of' the dear young people connected with the Oircus
Ohurch will necessarily be read with the deeper intel'est and gratitude.
Remembering the heavy responsibility devolving upon our dear friend
and brother, the Rev. J. O. MARTIN, in the erecLion of the school buildings and in the maintenance of the schools, we rejoice in this so marked
and so practical appreciation of his labours. It may well animate and
cheer him in his onward and homeward way.
The more the Word of God is opposed or .slighted, the more tenaciously it behoves us to advocate and adhere to it. The more it is
denounced, the warmer should be our def<mce of its sacred claims.
The following we copy from the HampsMre Telegraph:"":'PRESENTA'fION TO A CLERGYlVIAN.-On Thursday evening the children
of the Oircus Schools, Landport, met to partake of their annual tea. The
schoolroom was tastefully and appropriately decorated with texts of Scripture, mottoes, and evergreens. There was a large attendance, and the young
people enjoyed themselves thoroughly. After partaking of a hearty tea, one
of the. elder scholars, on behalf of the committee and children generally,
presented to the Rev. J. O. Martin, the minister of the church, an address,
with a purse containing £40 13s., collected from the scholars. and friends,
toward the fund for the enlargement of the schoolroom. (It Will be remembm'ed that some five months ·since an!Jther sum of £58 was voluntarily presented for the same object.) The address to Mr. Martin stated:Some few months since a meeting of the senior scholars was called to consider how 11.
fund might be raised towards the expenses of enlul'ging the sehooJl'oom, when a committee was formed to calTY out the object. The result of tbis effort has been that a sum
of £40 13s. has been rai~ed, which the committee now beg to offer for your acceptance.
\Ve desire, on our own part, and on the part of every teacher and scholar connected with
the Sunday-school, to tender our sincere and heartfelt tbanks for your kindness in providing for us so large and commodious a room in which to meet Sabbath after Sabbath
for prayer and praiw and instruction in the wcred trutbs of the Bible. \Ve deBire to
record our conviction of the great importance of Christian Sunday-schools in these days
of abollnding elTol'; Il.nd when a strenuous attempt is being made to drive the Bible from
the day schools, and to confine the instruction of the yonng to subjects purely secular, it
is a matter for rejoicing to find so large a number of the young pressing for admission
to our Sunday-schools, a mcst convincing proof that the" Ueligious Difficulty," of which
the enemies of the truth have made so much, exists only in the imagination of those who
would permit anything and everything to find a place in our schools, if only the \Vord of
the li ving God could be kept out. We desire to state that we feel very strongly on this
matter, and we consider it a high privilege to have been permitted, even in so small a
way, to aid in the good work for the rising generation, in which you al'e and have been
so long and acti vely engaged. It is now seventeen years since, in the providence of God,
you were brought into our midst, and we would desire, with hundreds of others, to testify
to anI' hearty appreciation of your uu wearied labours for our eternal and temporal welfare,·
and to express a hope that you may be long spared to minister amongst us " in thin~s
pertaining to the kingdom of God." Nor should Mrs. Martin ee overlooked. 'Ve would
de~iro pCl'luission to all<! how mllch wc appreciate hor uniformly kind and impnlial

Tlte Gospel Mrtua:::iltc.

10

solicitude in the host /lnd highest interests of V'oll'y one connected with tho irOIl~
Sunday-sOhools. On this OUI' nH\V year's l{uthOl'illg wo would desire to wish you /lull
Mrs. Martin every happiness tbis world and tho prospect of u better Cllll n{tol'd, and to
again a!suro yOIl hoth that wc holcl 0111'A01~os inrlcl1tC 1l to y,)1I in a ,1eg,'ee whi.ch Itll
ncknowledgm ut; oan 8ltfficiently eXp1'J88.

Mr. 'Martin x:prossed, with much fo liuj:t, his g'l'atitude to the young peopl
and their fd ode fOr this substantial tokon of their regard. He [LsilUl'ed them
they wer quito right in stating that lle hold decided viewil as to the d~sira·
bility f mltiuto.ining Bible instruction in natiou,t! du.y schools, as he was
convinc d, 90 fal' as this instruction was npheld, we sholtld have God's
blessing. He was also just as anxi Us tll<tt all the teaching- in Sund11Y'
sehool9 Bb llld be based upon the eirnpl Word of God. Mr. Mal'tin ad<led
that if th il' schools h3.d been eo 111l'S' Iy blessen, as he was thankful to say
they hfLd befm, he felt much was owiug, unde!' God, to the kind and ready
help v l' affurded by the large numb I" f Sllnday-school tea,chers with whom
he hu.d been connected, and he pl'ayod thn.t the same harmony and good feel.
ing whioh had so long exieted betw n hildren, teachers, an~ ministers might
b pr served. He also thanked them ~ l' the kind expressions in the address
with regard to Mrs. Martin, who, h assured them, did take a deep interest
in them, and desired in every way to )?rornote their welfare. Subsequently,
there were dissolving views of scenes lU connection with the South AmeriCftu
Mission, with illuminated hymns, which the children he:1rtily s<tng. An
interesting lecture was delivet'ed by Oaptu.ill Step hens, R.N., secretary to tbc
society. Each of the young people, Oll leaving, was presente:l with an
orange.

THE

LEPl<a~

AND HI8 TALK WHa JESUS.

ONE of the most dreadful diseases that can befal mankind is that of
leprosy. So bad is it that it is called" the scourge of the Hebrew race."
It begins inwardly; and, ahhough concealed for yeurs, is at the same
time secretly spreading before there is any outward sign or token of its
existence. After it breaks out, the sufferer ·lingers for yean before it
reaches a crisis. "The bones and the marrow," says a well-known writer,
" are pervaded with the disease, so that the joints of tho hands and feet
lose their power, and the whole system assumes a most deformed and
loathsome appearance." In order to caution others, so that tiley should
not become infected, the leper (upon seeing anyone approaching) was
to cover his upper lip, and call out, " Unclean! unclean!" One most
striking feature of this dreadful malady was that no human cure for it
was ever discovered.
No disease ever so fully set forth an even worse malady-that of sinthan the leprosy; yet it is a singular and most encouraging fact, that one
of the first applicants fm"relief at the hands of Jesus of whom we read in
the New Testament was a leper!
It is the more striking, and well may be the more cheering and encouraging, alter we remember the strict rule that was enjoined upon the
leper of which I just now spoke. It reads thus in Lcv. xiii. 45, 46: "And
the leper in whom the plague is, his clothes shall be rent, and his head
bare, und he shall put a covering upon his Uppel" 'lip, and shall cry, Unclean! unclean!
Re shall dwell alone i without the camp shall
his habitation be."
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Oh, how truly does this describe the condition of a po or sp iritualleer!
He cannot help himself! His fellow-creatures cannot help him! He is
heart-sir-k! He is crushed in feeling, and filled with fear and dark and
gloomy apprehensions! He begins to know somewhat of the meaning of
the Psalmist's language, where (in the 42nd Psalm) he exclaims, "Deep
calleth unto deep: all Thy waves and Thy billows are gone over me;"
or with Job (vii. 20) he says, "I have sinned; what shall I do unto
Thee, 0 Thou Preserver of men? why hast Thou set me as a mark afrainst
Thee, so that I am a burden to myself?" (xiii. 26.) "Thou writest bitter
things against me, and makest me to possess the iniquities of my youth."
Or with Jeremiah (Lam. iii. 7, 8), "He hath hedged me about, that I
cannot get out. He hath made my chain heavy. Also, when I cry and
shout, He shutteth out my prayer."
But in spite of the command given, and although he could but only
too well know the deceitful nature of his disease, the poor leper took
courage; Hnd, as we read in the eighth chapter ot' Matthew, and more
fully in th(;) very first chapter of the Gospel of Mark, "he came to Jesus,
beseeching Him, and kneeling down to Him, and saying unto Him, If
Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean."
What a posture, dear reader! and what a plea! How glorifying was
this to Jesus, especially when we remember that, as it was long before
shown of Him in the 53rd of Isaiah, "He hath no form nor comeliness;
and when we shall see Him, there is no beauty that we shall desire
Him." "Is not this the carpenter's son?" asked the Jews. " Is not
His mother called Mary? and His brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon,
and Judas?
and they were offended in Him" (Matt. xiii.
55-57). Hence the leper coming to Jesus, and speaking as he did, proves
what he thought of Him.
Oh, that saying of the leper was most God-honouring and Ohristexalting. "If Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean." It was a wonderful thing for him to say. It proved what he thought of the power of
Josus, that He should be able to cure what no man could cure. It was
a striking proof of the man's faith that he should betake himself to Jesus
at all, and that he should believe in Him as able to cure an incurable
malady. This partook of the nature of Abraham's faith, of whom we
read that" against hope he beliflved in hope." .'. . "He staggered
not at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strong in faith,
giving glory to God; and being fully persuaded that what He had promised He was able also to perform" (Rom. iv. 18, 20, 21).
And now, mark, dear reader, the tenderness of Jesus in regard to the
poor leper.
" And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth His hand and touched
him, and saith unto him, I will; be thou clean."
'rouched a leper! Oh, who but Jesus would have ventured so to do?
What a proof was this of His Divinity? He had no fear of contamination! Why? Because He was God, although appearing in human
form! Moreover, it was only for H1;m to speak, and the object sought
was accomplished. Hence we read: "And as soon as He had spoken,
immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed."Walks and Talks with Jesus.
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ANew Version. By LORD CONGLETON. London: J ames E.
Hawkins, 70, Welbeck Street, Vi.

As a rule we shrink from "new versioll8." However, the book before
us appears to keep very close to the old standard. The metrical form
and division into paragraphs here adopted are calculated, as a means,
more readily to give the sense. The rendering the sacred name of
JEHOVAII, in place of LORD, is a pleasing feature of the work; and the
" notes" at the close of the volume a valuable addition. We ]lol?e
often to turn to this book.
New Year's Pastoml AddTess (setting forth the doctrines of grace) for
1876. By the Rev. EDWARD WILKINSON, M.A., Ph.D., Rectol' of
Snargate, Kent. London: W. Macintosh, 24, Paternoster Row.

PLAIN, honest dealing with immortal souls. There is an outspokenness
in this address which stands in striking contrast to the" smooth things"
and the" prophesying deceits" so characteristic of these times.
Foundation Stones. By the Rev. HELY H. A. SMITH (late of Worcester
College, Oxford; Rector of Tansley, Matlock). London: William
Hunt and 00., Holles Street, Oavendish Square.

ON a former occasion we recommended in strongest terms a work entitled
"High Ohurch," by Mr. Smith, as being one of the clearest and JIlost
concise books we ever read. As a writer, lIfr. Smith haE a power of
grasping a subject in all its varied aspects and bearings; but his power
is not limited to this g?'asping ; he has likewise the happy facility of being
able to give out what he thus grasps-a power which not a few men Jack.
Hence the point and the power attached to these "Foundation Stones."
As embodying the fundamentals of our most holy faith, this work is
entitled to a close reading.
Home Words for Heart and Hearth.
Oonducted by the Rev. CHA1tLES
BULLOCK, B.D. London: James Nisbet and Or., 21, Berners Street.

How Mr. Bullock accomplishes what he does is to us perfectly mat'vellone. Added to the present work, which forms an admirable squaremo
annual, he has "Our Own Fireside" and the "Day of Days" to
conduct. But, not satisfied with this monthly tax upon his brain and
energies, he has now started a weekly illustrated paper, and a splelldid
paper it is.'
More LifJltt ,. and other Sunday School Addresses. By J. G. FLEETS. London:
Sunday School Union, 56, Old Bailey.

SCRIPTURAL knowledge, put forth in a most attractive and agreeable
manner, by one who for more than thirty years had exchanged the
duties of a Sunday-school teacher for those of superintendent. This ill an
admirable book for a Sunday-school teacher's library.
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Bv the Rev. JAMES W AREING
BARDSLEY, M.A., Vicar of St. Paul's, Greenwich.. London: James
Nisbet and Co., 21, Berners Street.

Illustrative Texts ana Texts Illustrated.

WE opened this book upon the following chapter, and this shall speak
for it, without any further comment of ours, assured as we are that it will
commend itseH' to the truth-loving and the truth-seeking. The inpident i~
grounded upon Eph. ii. '(, "You hftth He quickened who were deafl in
trespasses and sins."
I was walking one evening outside the walls of Jerus:1iel1l, when, as I
passed by the Moslem graveyard, I saw a woman kneeling by a tomb, and
heard her speak-but to whom? She was addressing her deceased husband,
telling him-a regular custom among Moslem widows-all of interest that
happened since she last knelt there. "What folly," said I to myself, "to
talk to the dead!" And then came the thought, "But, if Jesus had been
present, how di/fei'ent! The dead heard His voice, and lived. At His com·
mand the daughter of Jail'us awoke from the sleep of death, the young man
arose from the bier, Lazarus came forth from his tomb."
It would be as useless for ministers of the Gospel to preach to dead souls as
for the Moslem widow to speak to the corpse of her husband, were it not that
.Jesus is present with them. "Lo, I am with you alway, even to the end of the
world." "When you spealr, I speak," and "The Son quickeneth whom He
will." The prophet's vision is fulfilled in every age of the Church. The
bones of the valley are stili veq many and still very dry, but there are yet
Ezekiels set apart; of God the Holy Ghost to prophesy, "Ye dry bones,
hear ye the word of Jehovah." The command is still obeyed, and the same
result stili follows. Tbe Spirit of Life still joins bone to his fellow, and
clothes with flesh and skin; and then by His sacred creative power transforms the lifeless form into a being instinct with animation, with energy.
and life. Hence the statement of the Apostle, "You hath He quickened
who were dead in trespasses and sins."
,Ve cannot forbear from giving another extract, which we have just
opened upon : It is required in a steward that a man be found faithful. The steward has
no business to keep anything back; his duty was to dispense the food to ull.
Hence the words of our Lord, "Who then is that faithful and wise stewal'd
whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due
season? " The master decides the nature of the food, the servant distributes
it. If any part be withheld, the steward wrongs his master and defrauds his
charge. The Master has given to every minister of the Gospel certain
mysteries; these he must preach-each, all. In the reign of Chal'1es n.
certain bankers amassed large fortunes by clipping the king's coin; they
were called" clippers." Are there not many "clippers" in the ministrymen who deface the King's coin?

Yes, verily, there are; and, as the author has shown, such are not
faithful stewards of the Master.
Tl,~

Cdy ])iary and Almanack

fOI' 1876. London: W. H. and L.
Collingridge, Oity Pross, 117 to 120, Aldersgate Street.

THIS most useful shilling work has attainod its tnu-teenth year, and maintains its character for correctness, convenience, an4 cheapness. It contains a mass of important City information, anel, at the same time, all the
requirements of a daily diary, in a portable form.
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Cassell's History of Indi(~. Illustrated. Cassell, Petter, and Galpin,
London, Paris, and New York.

THE visit of the Heir-Apparent of the throne of England necessarily
gives a greatly increased interest to India. Anticipating this, Messrs.
Cassell and Co., in their usual enterprising spirit, have commenced the
work before us. It is issued in monthy numbers, and, when completed,
both for its numerous illustrations and letterpress descriptions, will form
a splendid volume.
The First Three K£nfjs of Israel: An Intt'odudion to tlte Study of the Reigns
of Saul, j")(Jj/}id, and Solomon. With Notes Critical and Illustrative. By
ROBERT TUCK, RA. London: Sunday School Union, 56, Old Bailey,

E.C.
WHATEVER tends to throw light upon the sacred volume must be of
service, especially in these days of scepticism and criticism. Hence this
book will be found valuable to the Bible student and Sunday-school
teacher for the information it contains, as gathered from works not
easily accessible. The maps and tablets greatly add to the usefulness of
this book.
Hymns a~d Tunes for School and 8anctuat·y, being a Oollection of the
. most popular Hymns, Ohant~, and Anthems, suitable for Public Worship,
Sunday-schools, Anniversaries,. and the Family Oircle. V 01. 1. Old
notation. London: John Haddon and 00.

WE have no doubt that this work is all it professes to be; but to g-ive
our own opinion practically we cannot, for we do not know a note. The
little we have done in the singing way during the last sixty years is entirely by ear. For many years we indulged the idea that our musical
talent would of asudden develop itself, and that thenceforth we should play,
as well as sing, by ear, as we have heard many do. When, however, we
had completed the fiftieth year of our pilgrimage, we felt it was time to
give up all hope in this direction, and to proceed in the old-fashioned
jog-trot way, chiming in he~e and there as best we could.
New series. London: John Gadsby, Bouverie
Street.
'VE perceive that this is No.12 of the "Friendly Oompanion." This being
the first we have seen of the work, we (;an scarcely give an opinion of
its general merits.
The Friendly Companion.

Tlw Wiltsltit'e Protestant Beaoon. Bristol: W. Mack, Park Street.
THIS work maintains its character for ill'! bold and unflinching advocacy
of the Protestant faith. God grant that its warnings may be heard and
heeded, ere it be too late. Would that it might be instrumental in
rousing from the wretched apathy and indifferentism of the age. Verily
the Protestantism of past years seems now to be spell-bound, or sunk
into a fatal stoicism j whilst, at the same time, ropery is setting' in upon
us, as a church and nation, as a flood, under the leadership of a certain
"prince of darkness "-his name we need not mention. We believe
that of no man during the present generation has Satan been allowed to
make more signal use, for the furtherance of his diabolical designs in
the suppression of the Protestanti~m of these lands, and th~ restoration
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of the Papacy, than he to whom we allude. 'What a fearful day of
reckoning awaits that hapless old sinner! and what adds to the solemnity
of the fact, in no small degreo, is, if report be true, that he himself is
conscious of it! It has been publicly stated that he has declared he
knows himself to be a lost man! Hence, with all his pretensions, he is
doing the devil's work with his eyes open!
Forgiveness of Sins,. or, God reconciled in Ch1·ist. By the Very Rev.
HENRY LAW, M.A., Dean of Gloucester. London: Hunt and 00.,
Holies Street, Oavendish Square.
As yet we have been only able to glance at this book. We are prepared,
however, to find it contains the same plain Scriptural clearness and outspokenness which characterize the venerable dean's oth~r works. We
hope to turn to it next month.
The IJay of Rest. illustrated Journal of Sunday Reading. London:
Strahan and 00., 12, Paternoster Row. Apart from the varied ann
attractive articles in this work, the illustrations are for most part vel'y
superior.
IJt'vt'ne Help. Substance of a Sermon preached at Zoar Baptist
Ohapel, Windsor Road, Oardiff. By Mr. T. ROBBINS. London: J.
Gadsby, Bouverie Street. Heartfelt and very significant of a deep sellse
of the personal need of "divine help."
The Garden Oracle, edited by SHIRLEY HIBBERD, having entered its
eighteenth year, justifies its age by its excellence, and we are not surprised it has acquired honourable fame as the best of the many annuals
devoted to gardening. The issue before us is certainly rich in novelties,
and we must mention as especially interesting the papers on the water
garden, and the system of pruning fruit trees, which Mr. Hibberd
calls "pulley pruning," which seems rather to consist in putting fruit on
the trees than in taking branches off. The "selections" for 1876 COI:.stitute a complete directory for purchasers of seeds, plants, &c., and
the "calendar" furnishes a guide to garden work for the whole
year, including minute particulars for every department. It is a cheap
shilling's worth.

WE have lying before us likewise :-" The Gospel Herald" (Elliot
Stock), "The Ohristian Advertiser" (Partridge and 00.), '" Home Visitor"
(Hunt and 00.), "The Day ef Days" (Nisbet and 00.), "Evenin~ Hours"
(Strachan and Co.), "The Ohurch Association Monthly IntelligenceI'''
(Macintosh), "Sunshine" (Macintosh), "The Armoury" (Partridge and
Co.), "Our Own Fireside" (Nisbet and 00.), "The Peep-Show" (Straker
and Co.), "Missionary Leaves" (Hunt and Co.), " Sunday School Teacher"
(Sunday School Union), Scripture Texts (Sunday School Union),
Scripture Lessons (Ditto), "Morning of Life" (Ditto), "The Earth in
Danger" (Allen), the monthly part of "The Christian" (Morgan and
Scott), "Kind Words" (Henry Hall), "The Child's Own Magazine"
(Sunday School Union), "The Sunday School Chronicle" (Sunday School
Union), "Golden HoUl's" (Macintosh); " The Saviour and the Sinner:"
Gospel Discourses. By D. L. Moody (Ward and 00.).

