THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.'
"COMI!'ORT YE~ COMFORT YE MY rEOPLE, SAlTII TOUR 000."

U ENOEAVOUltlNG TO KEEP THE UNITY OF TilE SPIlUT IN TKIC nOND ()t' PRACE."
It

JESUS CllRls'r, 1'ElJo:: SA)IE Y)<~STERDAY, AND TO-DA.Y, AKl) lWn. EVEu.. Jt

No. 206,

}

NEW SE RillS.

....

"

WHOM TO KNOW IS LIFIJ: ETERN A.L.'"

FEBRUARY, 1883.

I

No. 1,406,

OLD SERIES.

(itgc l:xmiIu 'iortiott;
OR, WOl:nS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFOR'l'•

.. Who comforteth us in aU our tribuhttioll, that we may be "ble to comfort them which are in allY
trouble, by the comfort whore with we ourselves "re comforted of God."-2 COlt. i. 4.

1

(
t

W AS IT FROM THE LORD?
A CASE had, for some ti~le, been deeply laid upon the he31rt.
Such was its nature-so special, peculiar, and unexpected-that·
it served repeatedly to bring to mind the words of the Apostle
Peter, "Beloved, think it not st1"ange concerning the fiery trial
which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened
unto you." It was in very. deed a fiery trial to which we
refer-just one of those for which, as creatures, in our puny
shortsightedness, we are utterly unable to account, except upon
the principle that the Lord will "do His work, His strange work;
and bring to pass His act, His strange act" (Isa. xxviii, 21).
When the Lord is pleased to manifest Himself to a poor
sinner otherwise than He does unto the world, He begets in that
poor sinner's heart a desire to know more and more of Him,
"whom to know is life eternal." Under the first revelations of
mercy, grace, and love, the soul of the redeemed and regenerated is
so well pleased and satisfied that it imagines it could bear any
cross and submit to any privation, provided. such cross or privation
were but the means of extending the knowledge of Him who
has personally become "the Chiefest among ten thousand, the
altogether lovely." Hence, in the largeness of heart fOl" Him.
and the little knowledge of the weakness and waywardness of
poor fallen humanity, there is a feeling akin to that expressed·
by Peter, when he declared his readiness to follow his Lord ancl
Master to prison and to death, or that of the sons of Zebedee.
who, ill reply to the Lord's inquiry, "Are ye able to drink ot'
the cup that I shall drink of; and to be baptized with the
baptism that I am baptized with?" said, " We are able." Alas!
alas! how ignorant were they of themselves, and of the depths at'
anguish and suffering contained in that cup of which Jesus Rpake!
So, in like manner, when a poor soul, in its simplicity and
in its ignorance of the real nature of soul-travail, craves, in its
earnest longing after J csns, that it may have "fellowship with
]i'
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Him in His sufferings," how well may it be said, "Ye know
not what ye ask"!
Dear reader, in spite of the manifold lessons that are set
before us in the sacred Word, and notwithstanding, likewise,
what we have known in the personal experience of others, how
blinded do we remain as to what is involved in the desire that
we may "grow in grace and in the knowledge of Christ Jesus
our Lord" !
The difference is so vast between feasting and fasting that,
in reply to the disciples of John, " Why do we and the
Pharisees fast oft, but Thy disciples fast not?" well might Jesus
say, "Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, as long as
the Bridegroom is with them? but the days will come when the
Bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then shall they fast."
. Ah! yes, and fasting indeed it is; and. in addition to the
fasting, there is a vast amount of fea'ring! Witness this in the
disciples, even at the very time that Jesus was with them:
"And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat
into the ship, so that it was now full. And He was in the hinder
part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake Him, and
say unto Him, Master, carest Thou not that we perish?"
(Mark iv. 37, 38.) In like manner how Peter's faith failed him
when, even within a few paces of Jesus, seeing "the wind
boisterous, he was afraid, and, beginning to sink, he cried, saying,
Lord, save me!" Moreover, who would have supposed that, after
that favoured entertainment by their blessed Lord, at the Last
Supper, ann in the face of His intimation, "All ye shall be
offended because of Me this night," the Scriptures of the prophets
should so speedily be fulfilled, "Then all the discipl(js forsook Him,
and fled"?
Be assured, dear reader, that until, in some small measure, we
are taught what fallen nature is, we can have little or no conception of our weakneS8 on the one hand, or our waywa1'dness on
the other. Moreover, however long, in point of years, we may
be detained in the wilderness, we shall become yet more and
more astounded at the little knowledg-e to which we have attained,
and the tiny progress we have made Christward and heavenward.
And the consciousness of this fact will make us the less disposed
to dictate to the Lord with respect to His mode or measure of
teaching.
This state of things is very marked in regard to David and
his numbering the {leople. In spite of the remonstrance of J oab,
"Why doth my lord the king delight in this thing 1"" the
Psalmist still persisted in his purpose. Afterwards he was led to
see his folly. Hence we read, "And David's heart smote him
after that he had numbered the people. And David said unto
tho Lord, I have sinned greatly in that I have done: and
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now, I beseech Thee, 0 Lord, take away the iniquity of Thy
servant; for I have done very foolishly" (2 Sam. xxiv. 10).
What, however, was the effect ?-what the teauhing? Having,
for the time being, had a surfeit of his own fleshly will and
<lreature-choice, he has no wish or desire to follow his own will
or way; therefore he says, "I am in a great strait: let us
fall now into the hand of the Lord, for His mercies are great:
and let me not fall into the hand of man." Furthermore, how
marked were the humblings and bedewings of grace, as afterwards
seen in the conduct of the sweet singer of Israel! "And David
spake unto the Lord when he saw the angel that smote the
people, and said, La, I have sinned, and I have done wickedly:
but these sheep, what have they done? let Thine hand, I pray
Thee, be against me, and against my father's house" (2 Sam.
xxiv. 17).
We may well, reader, learn another notable les30n from the
Psalmist's experience in this particular; it is, that real teaching is
more or less connected with trictl, affliction, cliscl1Jline. We may fanoy
that progress and advancement are identified with the sunshine and
the smooth and pleasant pathway. Not so, beloved. It is not in
such circumstances we are taught. ourselves, and our ceaseless and
uninterrupted indebtedness to rich and free and sovereign grace.
Oh, no; parlour indulgences and sunny spots yield but little help
and only a deceptive courage to Zion's pilgrims. When the sailor
doffs his shore-dress, and the captain substitutes his sou'-wester
for the gold-laced cap, we take for granted that there is foul
weather in store; so, after the light, and the love, and the liberty
which have for a season been enjoyed in the time of peace, or
whilst the Gospel mariner tarries at home, yet, when the notice
for foreign service reaches him, or orders to put to sea are
given, what a char:?ge comes over the whole scene! But, had
the soldier's knowledge been confined to home-practice or parade
drill, or had the sailor's practical navigation been limited to
fresh-water excursions, of what service would the one be on the
battle-field, or the other in combating the mighty tempest or the
perils on the wide-spread ocean? And yet, would not the
practical knowledge and the personal experience gained in these
so critical positions be invaluable both to the one and the other?
In like manner it is that the best and the most abiding of
Hence the
lcssons are learnt in the school of adversity.
indispensable "need be" of which the Apostle Peter testifies.
Speaking of divine preservation, at the very time of teaching and
instruction, he says, "Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now
for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold
temptations: that the trial of your faith, being much more
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with
nre, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the
F 2
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appearing of Jesus Christ: whom having not seen, ye love; in
whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with
joy unspeakable and full of glory: receiving the end of your
faith, even the salvation of your souls" (1 Pl3ter i. 6-9). In
like manner, the Apostle J ames says, "My brethren, count it all
joy when ye fall into divers temptations." Now, ,what does
he intend by this? Would he have us believe that temptations.
are pleasant, or trials, in and of themselves, desirable? Certainly
not. He looks to the results: hence he adds, "Knowing this,
the trial of' your faith worketh patience." And patience is a
grace of the Spirit, and its exercise brings glory to God. Upon
precisely the same grounds the Apostle Paul testifies, "We
glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh
patience; and patience, experience; and experience, hope: and
hope maketh not ashamed: because the love of' God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unt(JI
ns" (Rom. v. 3-5).
Here, then, it is we discover the secret of progress, and throughout
the eleventh of Hebrews do we see this as the experience of'
believers in Old Testament times.
In support of what we have said as to the absolute and indispensable need of test and trial, we would appeal to the spirituallytaught of our readers. What was their state under first-love
manifestations and early indulgences ? Was there no pride? no
disposition to sit in judgment upon those whose love had in measure,
waxed cold, as the Lord was beginning to give them a little
insight into their own hearts ? Was there no starting up of the
'r great I" of poor fallen nature, when this saying or that act of
a professed child of God was reported ? Was there not at least
the mental exclamation, "Ah! had it been my lot to be placed
in such and such a position, I should not have said this, or I
should not have done the other"? Ah! reader, to what has theafter-teaching led? Could you-durst you-indulge in this kind
of Pharisaical pride and self-sufficiency now? Assuredly not. On
the contrary, it' preservild from any of those inconsistencies (so to
speak) or sins or shortcomings or backslidings of others, instead
of cherishing proud thoughts or indulging in hasty utterances,
your honest acknowledgment is, "So did not I, because of' the fear
of the Lord." Most gladly do you accept the Apostle's caution,
"Brethren, if a man [or, margin, 'although a man '] be overtaken
in a fault, ye which are spiritual [mark the word, meaning, ye which..
are taught savingly and supernaturally] restore such an one in
the spirit at' meekness; [and why?] considering thyself, lest thou
also be tempted."
Ah! here was the reason; this the ground of caution; this the
motive for self-distrust! How astounded we should be, dear
reader, could we see set in contrast our thoughts and feelings,
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0PllllOllS and utterances, before trial and altel' trial-in the
£njancy of grace and in the after-stages of grace!

our

But it is time we came to the subject we had more immediately
in view when we took up the pen, and when we put the question
at the head of this paper, " WAS IT FRO~I THE LORD? "
Now, we touched upon a case, and that case has been upon
the heart for months past, and it has been the source and ground~
work of intense-yea, most ardent-wrestling at the mercy-seat
again, and again and again, especially in the wakefulness of the
midnight hour. Tl:e Lord has been pleaded with; arguments
and appeals have been presented at the throne of grace. .A.s far
as wrestlings and importunities were concerned, it might be said
that" the kingdom of heaven suffered violence," but we cannot as
yet add, "and the violent taketh it by force." If not greatly
mistaken, this precious mercy is in reserve. Meanwhile, the question we have to put with regard to those special exercises of which
we have to speak is, Was it from the Lord'? If so, we know the
issue will be blessed.
And now let us, first, remark that we dare not cherish the
feeling that is so rife in the day iu which we live- namely, of
rtaking things for granted ! Nay, there must be the t!'avail before
there can be the birth! Divine gifts and covenant mercies are
too preoious to be scattered broadcast or to be frittered away. The
felt need must precede the gift. The bread and the water of
life are only bestowed upon the spiritually hungry and thirsty.
And the longer the waiting, the more ardent the longing-, the
intenser the wrestling, the more marked the gift to be of God,
and the more valued when received.
We would, moreover, add, that the case of the dear tried friend
and brother, which has been so frequently mentioned in these pages,
has been fraught with the richest encouragement in regard to any
similar instance of sore temptation and deep trial. Seldom, if
<ever, was there a more marked example of covenant-keeping care
and love and mercy than that of our dear friend. Hence his case
is again and again (especially in the night-season) brought before
the Lorrl, as a proof and example of what His goodness, His
mercy, His power can accomplish; and, whilst adoration and praise
and thanksgiving are offered at His footstool for this His so great
and gmcious a manifestation of tenderness, compltssion, and faithfulness, the plea on behalf of others is the more ardently and
importunately presented.
In our wrestlings, how often have Job's words been upon the
heart and lips, "Oh, th'1t I knew where I might find Him!
that I might come even to His seat! I would order my cause
before Him, and fill my mouth with arguments" And the
~rguments which have been brought before Him have been in
accordance with His own encouraging exhortations: "Produce your
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cause, saith the Lord; bring forth your strong reasons, saith
the King of J acob ;" •• Put Me in remembrance; let us plead
together." And then, with this, promise after promise and plea
upon plea have been presented. His own covenant words-His own
blessed pledges-His own "I wills" and "they shaHs." And
with these the arguments of Moses and of Joshua, as to His
own great name, and what the world's eye and the world's
antagonism is. There has been the craving that, in such days as
these, the Lord would be pleased, in His own marked and most
gracious way, to make bare His own almighty arm, and toexercise His own delivering mercy, in bringing forth His
oppressed ones "out of the horrible pit, and out of the miry
clay, setting their feet upon a rock, and establishing their goings;
putting a new song in their mouths, even of praise unto our
God."
Oh, how ardently and importunately has this been
pleaded before Him, and that thus He might get praise and
glory to Himself, according to His own word, " Call upon Me
in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify
Me." "Whoso offerflth praise glorifieth Me."
Well, the Lord has been besought-yea, entreated-for a word,
as an erm2est or pledge that all should be well, and that, in due
time, delivering mercy should be vouchsafed. And the mystery
with· us has bflen this, that no such word has been given at the
time, or in immediate answer to the solicitation, although there
has been, as it were, the grasp of His sacred Person, and at
least the attempt (Jacob-like) to cry, "I will not let Thee go,
except Thou bless me."
But here has been the point, and upon this is based the inquiry, "Was it fi'om the Lord?" Although, as just stated, no
immediate reply has been given, and perhaps, after an hour or
two's such ardent wrestling, sleep has again overtaken us, yet, upon
awaking, there has been word upon word, previously unthoughtof, at once brought to the mind. The suitability and adaptation
of' such words has been felt and acknowledged; but then there
has been the question, "L~ it from tlte Lord? or is it meroll/ selfchosen and self-applied? " Now, here has been the difficulty. Many
portions most precious and sweetly, applicable have thus been
For most part these have now passed from the mind,
given.
although some still remain. For example, we had been pleading,
on behalf of the tempted one, that pre.~e1'1)ation and secttl"ity might
be vouchsafed, according to that gracious limit in regard to Job,
"Behold, he is in thine hand, but save his We." Well, after the
wrestling and importunity, upon rousing from the sleep which
followed, immediately came the word, " I will bring the third part
through the fire, and will refine them as sit vel' is refined, and will
try them as gold is tried: they shall call on My name, and I will
hear them; I will say, It is My people; and they shall say,
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The Lord is my God." From this promise of being brought through
the fire, we at once concluded that another gracious promise
would be fulfilled, namely, "When thou passest through the
waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not
overflow thee; when thou passest through the fire, thou shalt not
be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee." The former
of these two precious passages was almost immediately followed
by another word equally unthought-of before. This was the word:
"And they shall be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day
when I make up My jewels; and I will sprwe them, as a man
'spareth his own son that serveth him."
Thus the spiritual reader will see that, as far as words go, nothing
could be more to the purpose touching the request that had been
presented at the footstool qf mercy, t:ln behalf of the safety of the
tempted· one, than the portions just quoted, and which were so
unexpectedly brought to remembrance.
Still, although so timely-so sweet-so appropriate-there was
the fear to grasp the word, lest it should be presuming. The
power-the seal-the assurance-" That is thine! It is for thee!
Take it as thine ou;n!" "Let fall also some of the handfuls
of purpose for her I-FOR HER!" Reader, do you perceive our
meaning? 'fhe smtability is one thing, the sealing is another.
When, however, we speak of power and persuasion, confidence
and assuranCfl, do not think us indifferent to the precious lessons
set before us, in the prophet's case, that the Lord was not in
(that is, as to the alluring, drawing, sweetly attractive influence
-not in) the wind, the earthquake, or the fire, but in the "still
small voice!" Dear HART knew the blessedness of this drawing,
when he says" Confirmed by one soft, secret word,
We venture all on Him."

But, in a subsequent season of wrestling-a few nights after that
of which we have spoken--the Lord was again asked for a word
of assurance. It was pleaded that we had no wish to be the
chooser of the word, manifold as such words were, as scattered up
and down in His precious Book ; but we wanted the Lord to be
the Choos6r, and the Lord to be the Speaker likewise. Hence
there was a waiting upon Him, for Him to act in this gracious
two-fold character. Still, as before, there was no response. There
was the plea on the one hand, but no pledge on the Other. At
length sleep again followed, without a word. We could say, with the
bride in the Canticles, " I sought Him, but I could not find Him;
I called Him, but He gave me no answer." But, (blessed be His'
name!) immediately upon awaking, there came that precious and
most suitable word, "He will fulfil the desire of them that fear
Him: He also will hear their cry, and will SAVE them."
Beloved, could anything be more to the purpose, or aught
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more precious? Does it not sweetly and blessedly prove that
the Lord Himself is the best Ohoose)' and A.pplier of His own
Word? However suitable or appropriate this or that promise may
be, yet we cannot-we dare not-lte~} ou/'selves to the same.
According to the covenant engagement of Jesus, it is the Ho!y
Ghost's province to fulfil His Word: "He shall glorify Me, for
He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto you."
Since the foregoing was written, our attentioll has been cltHed
to the first article of this Magazine for January, 1880. In tlmt
article we speak of a precious season of pleading with which we
were favoured on behalf of our long and deeply-tried brother
before referred to, the Rev. WII.LlAM SAUNDERS. Whilst
}'ecording the fact, and expressing OUr full belief and confidence
that the Lord would ratify :tIis word, and that He would, in
very deed, raise up and restore our dear friend, we find the
following :-At the moment of writing, that precious portion has just rolled into the
mind, and we record it before the Lord with tears of joy and gratitude,
believing that verily He will be true to His word, "He WILL fulfil the des'ire
of them tl~fjt fea?' Hirn: He also WILL heal' their cry. and WILL save them."
l'he treble "WILL" of a covenant·keeping God, Fathe'/', Son, and IIoly
Ghost.

Now, from what has recently appeared in these pllges, oar
readers have had abundant proof that the Lord has been true
to His word. He has fulfilled His promise, and we will leave
our readers to imagine what we personally felt of the goodness,
the faithfulness, the all· sufficiency of our God, as we listened to
0111' dear brother (Mr. SA UN DEllS) reading aloud the foregoing
extract, with the facts preceding it respecting the season with
which we were favoured in regard to him. Those facts, however, we had entirely forgotten, when the same precious portion
was applied with respect to others, whose cases had been so
powerfully laid upon one's heart.
But now, as to the question, ",VAS 1'1' }'ROl\1 THE LORD? ,.
We have already dwelt upon the manner in which this or tho.t
portion was given-not at the very moment of pleading, but
almost invariably o.fter an interval, and during that interval we
have generally fallen asleep. Since the preceding part 01' this
paper was written, we have turned to the book, "H":TItACl:\GS
AND It]~NEWINGS," and there we find repeated instances of'similar
applications of' the Word. There has been, almost without
exception, the pause between the plea upon (JUl' part, and the
fll'omise on the Lord's part. And now, so far from our eonstl'1ling
that pause or delay into a doubt as to whether the promise was
from the Lord 01' not, wc OI'R on!/! f'8tablislwl -in {!I{! belt'~l that
he Lord ~ms -indeN! tltc A}lplicl' of His OWl/. {COI'C!. The ground
or our belief is this, that, when wrestling with the Lord, this
or that portion may be presented to the mind, and, because of
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its adaptation, may be grasped, us it were, and cousidered and
retaiued as His gift; but when, under a deep sense of pauperism
and un worthiness, it is felt that Oe{lf/(tr!; ouqltt not to be d,oosel'l;,
and that, therefore, the case is left with t.he L)rd, for Him to
choose and for Him to apply, it is a very different matter. The
interval that intervenes, and the being roused sllddeuly from
sleep, with the application of' this or that passage which had not
previously been thought of-perhaps not for weeks even-does
to our mind bespeak that it is of ti,e Lord! This is the more
confirmed, when the soul is drawn out in adoring wonder and
holy admiration of the Lord's (ondescension, goodness, and
mercy; and when, without any tangible proof 1tltatever, there is the
belief that the Lord will verify His word and fulfil His
promise, however dark or discouraging the circumstances or the
surroundings may continue to be. Moreover, we nevel' "P1nember
et single illstance in 1chiclt the LOI'd has di.appointed us, 1l'hen

thus

our hopes and expectations have been mised. Hence the whole is
presented as a matter of faitlt, rather than sight; and most comforting is the thought that-"Precious faith the promise sees,
And trusts to Christ alone;
Laughs at impossibilities,
And cries, 'It shall be done!'"
I)

After speaking last evening from a verse in the second lesson
(Acts iv. 20), "We cannot but speak the things which we have
seen and hearrl," a time of wrestling followed, during the wakefulness of' the night-season. After much pleading on behalf of
the afflicted one of whom we have before spoken, we fell asleep,
without any answer from the Lord. However, as on previous
occasions, upon awaking, instantly certain passages were given.
without any previous thought of, or meditation upon them. One.
after another was broug"bt to the mind in the most unlooked-fol'
or unthought-of way. Here was the first-and most preciolls it
was-" I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoiee; and
your joy no man taketh from you." Scarcely had we mused a
few minutes upon the sweetness and suitability of this precious
portion, before another was giveu, in the same unlooked-for way:
,; Ye have need of paticnce, that, after ye have done the will of
God, ye might receive the promise." We were greatly struck
with tile sweet adaptation of this word to the cases in point, and
we could but bless and praise the Lord for the same, inasmuch as
it was so confirmatory of our belief that the Lord would bring forth
His eervants out of the fiery furnace, to maguify and adore His
great and holy name. A third portion, equally unthoug-ht-of, was
given. Here it is, dear reader: " Now the God of hope fill you wiLh
all joy and peace in beliel;in,q, thnJ, ye ma.y abound in !woe, through
the power of the Holy Ghost." 'vVe pause to inquire, Could any word
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have been more seasonable, in the entire absence of any tangible
encouragement? Mark, the prayer of the Apostle was, that the
God of !tope should give both Joy and peace in believing; not in
seeing nor hearing, but in a simple looking to and leaning upun
Him who "bringeth mig1dy things to pass;" whose blessed province
it is to "make darkness light, crooked things straight, and rough
places plain." And, as these precious and. most suitable words
were spoken, at that midnight hour, lee had not the least doubt whatever of their being 1:n dtte time fu(filled. Nor have lOe at tlte moment of
writing ! We know our God will be faithful to His word. Wo
know He will not disappoint nor deceive, We are persuaded He'will,
in His own good time and in His own blessed way, bring up His
sorely tried and oppressed ones out of the horrible pit and the miry
clay, with their feet sensibly fixed upon the Rock of Ages, singing
a new song to the praise of the glory of His grace.
Whilst, therefore, meditating, in the night-season, in holy confidence that He would be true to His word, another precious portion
in the same unlooked-for way was given: "I will trust, and
not be afraid; for the Lord J ehovah is my strength and my song;
He also is become my salvation."
Oh, reader, how sweet-how precious-were the words, endearing
His own adored Self, and lifting up the heart above and beyond
all human appearances, in a blessed confidence that He would,
in due time, ratify and confirm His own divine word, "The Lord
thy G0d in the midst of thee is mighty: HE WILL SAVE; He
will rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in His love; He
will joy over thee with singing."
We repeat, we have no more doubt of the fulfilment of His
own blessed word than we have of our own existence. Hence,
"we rejoice in hope of the glory of God,"
St. Luke's, Bedminster, Janztary 8th, 1883.
THE EDITOR.
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REAVEN ON EARTH.
My guilt and fear removed, so strange was the transition that I

seemed another crcature-a new man! 'What the great Apostle felt,
that I in measure realized, and" whether in the body or out of the
body" I could hardly tell. Striking was the contrast to my previous
state. Then I stooped beneath a complicated burden of doubt and
dread, of guilt and gloominess; but ilOW I stood erect, filled with
peace a.ncl love and rapture indescribable. Before, J ehovah stood
revealed to my afT'righted view, an :1l1gry, sin-av\lngiog, righteous Judge
-now my Father, whose smile was heaven I Previollsly, with horror
did I think on death; now, with holy longing, as the gate of entrance to
eternal day! As well could I doubt my very being, as call in question
the glorious realities I MW enjoyed. Heaven had opened in this vale
of tears. I trOll the celestial pathway, and found it strewed with fruit
and flowers, the sOlll.refreshing droppings from the Tree of Life.
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'Q1ffia)lsiht ~ohs.
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FATAL

FOlWETFULNESS;
OR, THE WITHERING
EFFECT OF A FALSE FAITH.

"Stmightway jorgetteth what manner of man he was."-JAMEs i. 24.
IT is curious, our earnest desire at the opening of this year WI1.S for
fresh unfoldings of truth, and the very next step seems to bring me in
contact with error. Well, perhaps the very drawings to error tend te>
enforce truth, and bring out more and more its sparkling preciousness,
while before it withers the sapless faith of a false creed, which wiI]
neither do for time nor eternity.
The drawing to error we have mentioned was after this wise. We
have received the following letter from a constant reader of this
Magazine, which. explains itself. Says our correspondent:"I send you the enclosed leaflets for your serious thought and
prayerful perusal. You see these Christadelphians have opened a hall
near where I reside; and, having had these tracts put into my hand,
and read them, I thought I would send them to you, that you might
make some practical use of them in some future ' ·Wayside Notes.'
I shall not enter the place, knowing that my poor soul wants food,
not controversy. May the blessed Spirit be your Teacher and mine;
and I well know the same power that quickened our souls into life
will keep us from the 'Lo, here!' and 'Lo, there!' of the present
Jay. Do parrlon the liberty I have taken in writing to you. I am
blessed very much in reaJing your 'Notes.'
They arc al ways a
welcome guest in my place. M:ty the :Lord bless you with increasing
light," &c.
Now, I think you will feel, with us, that this letter must have a·
response. We would say, however, to our correspondent and to other
friends, You can hav(~ nothing whatever to do with these misguided
Christadelphians (except it Le to pray for them), and for this reasonthey ignore the very foundation of a Christian's hope, namely, the
divinity of ow' Scwiour. See what they dare to utter as part of their
faith-" that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, not God the Son."
Their position is worse than the infidel's, because they pretend to take
the Scriptures, and found upon them their deadly creed. If we
met with an infidel, and he referred to the Bible, we could at once
sar, "No; you have nothing to do with the Bible. You deny it
,in toto. 'vVe take you upon your own ground j and, from even common
senso alHl reason, will show you the error of your ways." But not
so witl! these Christadelphians. They quote the Scriptures to support
their erroneous dogmas, which makes their position a thousand times
worse than that of the infidel. And what is remarkable, they thomselves quote passages the very opposite in their teaching to support
their errors. Are they not verily blinded by the god of this world,
and given over to believe a lie 7 For instance, to show that Jesus
Christ is the SOil of God, and not God the SOil, they quoto
Hebrews ii. !J-17. Why, if we refer to only the previous chapter,
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we have a glorious proof of the Godhead of our Saviour: "But unto
the Son He saith, Thy tJ!1'one, 0 Gorl, 'is foJ' ever and ever: a sceptro
of righteousness is the sCl.'ptre of Thy kinguom." Again, they quoto
from the memorable eighth chapter of Homans, third verse, whcre it
speaks of "God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh." And who was that Son ~ Only tnrn to the very next chapter
of this same Epistle, and there it is written, "WILOse are the fathcrs,
and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ camA, [mark] lcho is ove1'
all, God blessed fv!' ever. Amen." Again, they quote Philippians ii. 0,
where it tells us that Christ, "being fonnd in fashion as a man, Ho
humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, evcn the death of
the cross" (a precious fact indeed); and. if these deluued ones woul(l
only read on to the eleventh verse, thcy would be tolu that, aftcr
His humiliation, God highly exalteu Him, "that at the namc of
Jesus every knee should bow, and every tongue confcss that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Fathcr."
Here, then, we take them on their own ground-they snatching
passages because the title of "Sun of God" is used, havillg reference
to Him in His humanity; we following on, and, in the connection,
showing that "this same Jesus" is not meroly the Sun of God, but
God the Son. But, apart from these points-or rather, over and above
them-there are so many "infalliblc proofs" that we are porsuaded
that anyone taking a Bible in hand, and opening its sacred pages,
and cannot see the fad of the Godhcad of Christ, is verily blinded
by the god of this world.
J nst to take a few, dear reader, of these "infallible proofs "-not
that you need such to convir:ce, but only to refresh one's memory
and strengthen one's faith.
vVe have already referred to passages
wherein Jesus is called perfect God. Others might be added. For
instance, Zechariah xi\'. 5: "And the Lord my Goel shall come, and all
the saints with Thee" -language J ude shows refers to Christ: "Behold,
the LouJ, cometh with ten thousands of His saints." Again, Matthew
i. 23: "Behold, a Virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth It
Son, and t.hey shall call His name Emmanuel, which being interpreted
is, God with us." Again, John i. 1: "In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, ancl the Word was God." 'Who
"the 'Vord" is, as bero described, is solf·ovident fr0111 all that follows.
Again, Colossillns ii. !): "Fot· in Him cl welleth all tho fulooss of the
GOll/wad bodily." 1 Timothy iii. 16: "And withqut controversy great
is the mystery of god'iness: God 1vas man~fest in the flesh." 1 John
i.ii. 1G: "Hereby pOl'ceive wc the love of Goel, beoauso He laid down
His life for liS." And so we might go on multiplying passages to the
same point. Look, ag/tin, at such tm infnllible pt'oof as this--that
<:reation, omnipotenco, omnisoienco, omniprosence, and all the attributes
of God, are Ilscribod to Him. Wo could fill our paper with passages
Again look at Him as having power to
confirming this statomont.
forgive sins j powor to pel'f,)rm all those wonderful mimcles whiclt
none bnt Gud conlll; pOlYPI' to read mon'fl hearts and know mell'i.l
thoughts; power to IWiLl all manncl' of diseases, to raise from tit
dead-yea, to raise Himself from the tomb! vrhat more lied w
ay ~ BLIt even such illfallible proofs will not convince mell wuo [\.1'
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given over to believe a lie. 'Ve do not refer to them with any hope
that they will convince such. God the Holy Spirit ca.n alone do that.
We only, as we have said, repeat them to refresh our memories and
strengthen our faith.
Well, this is a foundation error of these misguidel1 Christal1elphians.
Of course· others follow. For instance, another article of their creed
is, "that the Spirit is not a Personal God, distinct from the Father,
but the instrumental power of the Father, radiant from His Person
;wd presence;. and that, where styled 'Holy Spirit,' it is but a
distinction from spirit in its free, Fpontaneous, and universal form in
nature." Can anything be more erroneous and subtle 1 We affirm,
with the Bible open before us, that tho Holy Ghost is essentially
God, the Third Person in the glorious Trinity. The nature and attributes of God are ascribed to Him. vVe are told of His eternal
existence, of His Personality, of His character and actings; all of
which could only be carried out by the power of God. Time and
space forbid us dealing :tt length with these ., infallible proofs," but
in the Scriptures they are "as written with a sunbeam."
Other vital errors in the Christadelphian creed follow. For instance,
their idea is, "that man is mortal, inheriting a nature condemned to
return to dust through Adam's sin; and that, when death occurs, he
ceases to exist, and is devoid of all thought, consciousness, and life."
A good thing would it be for these poor creatures if it were so;
but they will find they are sheltering themselves under a terrible
delusion.
'vVe forbear pointing to more of th0ir fatal errors, I'01', as our friend
has said, "our souls want food, not controversy." Bnt we would ask,
Of what use in a dying hour will be a creed that has 1/0 Christ-no
Holy Ghost-and that has pandered to the idea of total annihilation 1
I am sure of this, that, ere life ebbs out, a terrible consciousness
comes over the man that he has been living in a fool's paradisethat there is a hereafter, and that a fearful doom awaits him! All I
know is, that my simple reliance in Christ as all my sltlvalion, I would
not give up for all the creeds in the world. My simple trust in the
work and power of the Holy Spirit is that which will never fail me;
and my firm belief in a future state is one that gives me a bright,
anticipation of heaveuly glory and eternal rest. I am surfl, dear
fellow-pilgrim, you go with us in such a tmst, which mnst cnd in

tr'iumph.

Now, what is far beyond all men's creeds and notions is, the personal
'J'ralization of Clwist as God in OU1' own souls-Christ within as the hope
of glory-a God who hath saved us with an el'clhsting salvation,
pardoned our sins, and given us peace. Of course, in the eyes of
the sceptic, this would be no argument. They would say, "Your
personal realization goes for nothing." 'Veil, let them say so. vV 0
think it goes for everything, and desire to drink into the Apostle's
spirit when he ~ays, "For I know whom I have believed, and am
per~uaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto
Him against that day." Sweet knowledge-a hallowed personal interest
in a precious Christ! We would not give up snch a jewel for all
the world calh good and great.

-
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Now, I believe that the root of all such errors we have referred to
is, a forgetfulness, or unmindfulness of, or ignorance of, what a man
really is by nature: "He stmightway fO'l-getteth what mannel' of ?7wn he is."
Let a man realize that he id a sinner in the sight of a righteous,
holy God, and things assume an entirely different form; but, as
long as he thinks himself to be something when he is nothing, he
deceiveth himself; and, when he attempts to handle anything pertaining to religion, then is he led into all manner of evils.
The Word of God has some humiliating lessons to teach us of whnt
man is by nature, and in his unrenewed state. For instance, he is
described as ji~l' ti'01n God: "This people draweth nigh unto Me with
their mouth, and honoureth Me with their lips, but their heart is
far from Me." As a tl'easlt1·y of evil: "A good man out of the good
treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man
out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things." As" desperately
wicked": "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked: who can know it 1" As inJluenced by the devil: "And supper
being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas
Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray Jesus." As "ccwonal": "The carnal
minel is enmity against God." Indeed, as such, is positively described
as hateful to God: "They that are of a froward heart are abomination
to the Lord." And so we might go on drawing from the Scriptures
humbling lessons of what man is by nature; and it is just because
he does not feel this, and acknowledge it. that he builds up a religion
for himself which, indeed, is no religion, and shelters ltim"olf in false
security. These men, with their withering creed, have no Christ;
and what do they place in His stead 1 The creature with an arm
of flesh. Read their own degra€lation and destruction, in striking
contrast to the man who is resting in Christ: "Cursed be the man
that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart
departeth from the Lord. For he shall he like the heath in the
desert, and shall not see when good cometh; but shall inhabit the
parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land, and not inhabited.
Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the
Lord is. For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that
spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat
cometh, but his leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the
year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit."
And this "yielding f1'Uit" is just what the Apostle James brings
before us in very striking language. He says, "Be ye doers of the
Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For if any
be a hearer of the Word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man
beholding his natural face in a glass; for he beholdeth himself, and
goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he
was." A man may think himself fair to look upon, but, when he
looks at himself in a glass, he is told the plain truth-that there
are signs of age creeping on--and he must be reminded plainly enough
that his time on earth is shortening. Well, if he goes away and
plunges afresh into worldly vanity-lives the life of selfish indulgence
and sinfulness-he "fol'gets what manner of man he is," and that at
any moment he may be called from this time-state into the presence
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of his Maken. A man has no business to live in selfish indulgence,
gratifying his own carnal lusts. If God has given him position and
wealth, it is that he may use it; and not abuse it. It is a shame for
a man, knowing the affiiction, sorrow, poverty that surround him, to
live in selfish superfluity. He "forgets what manner of man he is."
Then, again, this fatal forgetfulness of what the man really is, is not
merely the basis of the deceptions we have referred to, but of every
other form of error in connection with spiritual things. For instance,
if a man dares to assume sacerdotal power, and pretend that he can
absolve from sin-and, further, dares to gain such power over his
fellow as to make such confess his secret sins to him-that man has
wilfully forgotten what manner of man he is himself-a poor, undone
creature, deceivin~ himself and others, needing himself to be absolved
from his sins by the Great High Priest who alone can absolve from
sin-needing himself to go to the throne of grace, and confess his
own secret sins before the living God.
Or, to take another form of error, namely, f1'ee-will'ism. ·When!J.
man says he .has an inherent will to turn to God when he pleases,
and to do his part of the work of salvation by accepting Christ,
and closing with His offers of salvation, that man "straightway
forgets what manner of man he is," thinking himself to be something
when he is nothing.
But it may be asked here, "If man has no work or part to do in
the matter of salvation, what does the Apostle J ames mean when, in
a few verses further, he says, 'But be ye doers of the W01'!c,' not
, Word' 1" Certainly not the work of salvation; no, nothing of the
kind. The Apostle is taking the practical view of the fruits and effects
of salvation already wrought in the heart by the power of the
Spirit, which assumes the form of "visiting the fatherless and
widows in their affliction," to keep himself unspotted and unentangled
by the world and its ways, And is not administering to the wants
of the needy a source of as much or more happiness to the giver as
to the receiver 1 An expression in a letter just to hand gave us secret
and inward joy we cannot describe. The expression was this, "You
have made a widow's heart to rejoice at this time."
Well, then, this is the practical view of religion which the Apostle
.Tames takes, and which is important. I am sure that the true child
of God will drink into his spirit, and, following the example of the
Master, will be desirous of being gentle and kind to those around,
especially when in affiiction and suffering, The warm basin of soup
to hungry children, the little help and kind word to the distressed
ones, will be the outward testimony of the inner life.
But, to come closer home, we find our religion to be a praying
religion, a crying religion, a craving religion, a constant pleading
with God, an incessant outgoing after Christ, a prevailing feeling of
felt weakness and nothingness, and a simple, yet earnest hanging
upon omnipotent strength. These are the features which uplift us
above creeds, and form the cream of real life. These form the reality
of a hidden inner life which has been wrought by the power of thp
Spirit, and which gives proof of heirship. It is not what we profess
-it is what we possess. This is the aU-important point. There may
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be profession, yet a dead heart; but, with the possession of Christ,
there is a living soul, Christ within, the hope of glory.
And now, dear friendS', to return to our starting-point, the wretched
creed of the Christadelphians-a Christless, and, consequently, a worthless creed, and a clustering together of dismal doctrines, with nothing
to comfort in the time of sorrow and affliction, and in the hour of
death. What a mercy that you and I are taught differently, rejoicing
in a Trinity of Persons in the Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;
joyous in redeeming grace, and in the salvation Christ died to procure
for us; resting in that solid Scriptural standing of justification by
faith, through the imputed righteousness of Christ, and sanctification
by the blood of Christ, feeling the preciousness of the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit, llavinl{ no dread and dismal views of the future state,
believing as we do in the final perseverance of the saints. This is a
creed wliich gives comfurt, joy, and peace, with a sweet prospect of
eternal glory.
Oh, what a horrible blank must a man feel who has no Chri~t l
How thoroughly beaten when treading the dark valley of death! No
wonder the cry of wild despair should be often uttered by such, who
feel they have to go down into those dark depths alone, witho1tl ((.
Saviour, and ~\s the consciousnt'ss comes over them that they lived
under a miserable delusion, and have now to face Him whom tlH'y
have despised and rejected!
But there is one point that might be urged by misguided Christadelphians. It might be said, "You infer that we believe in annihilation
after death, whereas one of our tenets is that 'immortality, or eternal
life, is a gift offered conditionally by GoJ, through Jesus Christ, to
all who manifest the faith and obedience required by Him.''' True,
this is your language, false as the position is; but side by side you
state "that the unjust will, after resurrection and judgment, suffer
many or few stripes, according to their deserts, and firially be subjected
to extinction of being, from which there will be no release" (these
:.Ire the very words of your faith).
We should contend that, by
these very word~, one and all are condemned, for you are alI unjust,
committing the greatest injustice that any man can commit, namely,
dethToning ChTist. However, controversy is not our object, and is useles~,
unless the Lord the Spirit convinces of the en-or. VV'e only name
these things to bring out the mercy and goodness of God, who has
t:wght us differently, and led us to adore Christ as "God over all,
blessed for ever." And here we leave it. Oh, to testify more and
more to the preciousness of Christ, "the one thing needful"! Oh, to
uplift Him very high-to have fresh unfoldings of His loveliness-" the
Ohiefest among ten thousand, and altogether lovely." I feel a righteous
jndignation against those who make little of Christ. I would. have
the moments of my brief life spent in adoring Him; while, when it
comes to the death scene, why it is my greatest comfort and consolation to know I have then a Saviour who will not fail me.
Dear reader, if the Lord's own, you feel with us in these things.
and rejoice in this standing-" it is all of grace." The fact is, nu
religion is right, no crucd of any use, which does not begin where
Christ began-" Ye ?nlt"t be born rr,gnin ,o" "Except a man be born agi~in,

"
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!le cannot see the kingdom of God." The great necessity is the
regeneration of the Holy Spirit-a spiritual resurrection, which is far
heyond and something deeper than the conversion cry of the day.
You may work upon the mere susceptibility of the men, and more so
on women, till they persuade themselves that they are converted, with
no lack of assurance. But are they "born again" 1 This is the allimportant point. Have they passed from death unto life 1 But let
.:1 man feel the power, unction, and life which the Hqly Spirit can
alone impart, then he will see himself nothing, and desire that Christ
should be "All and in all." The writer is obliged to say, "If it
·depended upon myself, if it depended upon the ministry, if it depended
upon meditation, I do not know where I should be." But no; it
depends upon mercy. As far as myself is concerned, I cannot depend
upon self for a moment; as far as the ministry of the day, holY little
is of a comforting and consoling character j and, as to meditation upon
the Word, why, life's cares give little time for it. I am obliged to
look away from all such dependencies to Christ Himself-His character,
His work, His Person, His grace and mercy.
These are as stafl'"
upon which I can lean-rests on which I can depend. The age is
full of departures from the truth j the air is thick with misty error.
I cannot, for one, drink into the spirit of the age. I must contend
~arnest1y for" the faith once delivered to the saints," and point to such
truths as I believe will only afford solid comfort in life and sweet peace
in death-truths which lay man in the dust, and exalt a precious Christ.

G. C.

jJuTton·on-Trent.
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POWER IS GIVEN UNTO ME!"

Thy power, Lord Jesus,
1 dearly love Thy power;
:M:ore than Thy love at times it soothes
'When threatening trials lour.
Dh, when my heartstrings ~uiver
'Vith undiminished pain,
l'hy mightiness can comfort me,
Thy power can sustain.

Oh, I have stood in sorrow,
And trembled like a child,
Fearingtheworst,till those sweet words
My spirit has beguiled
(When some dark hand was stealing
All that I thought of worth)" Mine is the power; I have it all,
In heaven and on earth."

iYly sins, my great transgressions,
Lay me and keep me low;
I cannot see how God can love,
But Jesus' power I know:
And my rejoicing future
\Vas sealed on Calvary,
I f, in His agonies, He had
A single thought of me.

" Sway heaven for me, 0 Jesus! "
My heart has cried at times;
Thy very wish with God, I know,
O'er every mountain climbs:
And, like a stream of waters,
Turn Thou my swelling foes,
For Thou hast power on earth, I kn "w,
Which nothing can oppose.

Yes, Christ, I know, is able;
And if at times I doubt
'Whether He will, His power alone
Can drive the doubting out
By doing something for me,
Making a promise mine,
Or gilding one of earth's dark scene3
With radiancy divine.

I love Thy power, 0 Jesus!
I dearly love Thy power!
More than Thy love at times it soothes
When threatening trials lour:
Yet, Saviour, when I'm dying,
And there are fears to quell,
In all the plenitude of grace,
Show me Thy love as well.

1.OVE

GallC?Jwoocl.

(MRS.)

T.
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THE PILGRIM'S RESTING-PLACE.
"1h, arlc of the covenant of the Lord went befoTC them in the three days'
j~umey, to seanh out (t Testing-place for them."-Nul\fBERS x. 33.
REST is a sweet word to those who lmow what conflict, strife, anu
weariness mean.
In infinite love, the Companion of His pilgrim
people speaks to them: "Arise ye, and depart; for this is not your
rest; because it is polluted" (Micah ii. 10). Human nature is ever
for settling down quietly, easily, anJ peacefully in this sin-stained
world; but what a mercy it is that "the God of peaco" will not
allow His children to find rest in allY spot but that which He has
designed!
Rest! What is it 1 That calm tranquillity and true repose of soul
of which David spake when, after speaking of the sure provision
made for him by his gracious Shepherd, Jehovah-Jesus, he says,
"He ma7ceth. me to lie down in green pastures" (Psa. xxiii. 2).
Yes, there is the secret of all David's rest, and he found none
apart from the Lord's making him to lie down. Few, in these
days, when persons are called upon to do so much for themselves,
understand that sweet, childlike passiveness in the hands of the
Shepherd, King, and Lord. Oh, no! They need no Shepherd to make
them lie down. They can lie down in every promise, and can at
any time and all times " rest in the I,ord." These taunt and
plague the dependent, weak, and helpless ones in the family of God
with such words as these: "There is God's promise; take it as your
own, and rest in it."
But there is something sweet-yea, very sweet-in the revelation
of the only way in which the wandering Israelites of old could rest;
and their history in the wilderness is nearly allied to the history of
the spiritual Israel, as they journey homeward through this wide
waste. In their rebellion, provocation, wanderings, sins, and infirmities
we read our own; and, in His grace, mercy, forbearance, pity, and
compassion toward them, we have but a picture of His tender
mercy, loving-kindness, and favour to His rebellious ones now. Theirs
was a resting-place sought out for them, and that not by Moses, but
by the Lord, who ever went with them.
J ehovah-Jesus Himself is represented to us under the type, "the
ark of the covenant of ~he Lord."
In that ark the law of God was
kept entire and unpolluted (Exod. xxv. 16); and, concerning the Anointed
of the Father, it is written, "I delight to do Thy will, 0 My God:
yea, Thy law is within My heart" (Psa. xl. 8). Over the kept law was
placed the mercy-seat, where God would meet with and bless His
people, for He said, "There I will meet with thee, and I will commune
with thee." And who that knows what true, heartfelt communion with
the Father is, but will acknowledge that it is only on the ground of
the sinless obedience of Jesus that they can ever approach that holy
One who cannot behold iniquity or look upon sin 1 Yes, in Him the
Father receives perfect obedience to every command of His law, wl1ich
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obedience is' put to the account of His elect and 1"0(\(1(\11,. ... 1 P/l(llllo, And
on that ground alone can He turn His hand of COVOIIIUlt 1I1~"lllg lIvon
His little ones.
Yes, then, in this sweet figure "we see Jesus, who W/Ul llll~l(\ 1\ liLt!
lower than the angels for the suffering of death j" and, inllood, tho 80ul
in union with Him finds little consolation or edification in AllY Huripturo,
if Jesus is not there revealed to his waiting and wantiog IWArt.
By the grace and guidance of the eternal Spirit, we would
something more concerning our best and Well-Beloved in thi
portion of His Word. Having learned that the presence of Josue I
implied by the ark of the covenant, we would see where this kind
Friend and never-failing Companion brings His people to rest. W
read, "the ark wont beforo them in the three days' journey." Thor'
is something wonderfully suggestive in the expression. A day is on
of our divisions of time, and it, according to the teaching of our
divine Master, is the time for work and labour: "I must work the
works of Him thl\t sent Me while it is day" (John ix. 4). Those
who feel their need of the whole of the perfect work of Jesus, love
to look at it in its threejoltl character. The salvation of souls is
now usually attributed to the death of Jesus, but this falls by far
short of the tl'llth, though, to those who find sufficient merit in their
own righteousness, it is enough. They know not the sweetness of
righteousness imputed, or the need of the bringing near of the same,
and the application of it by the power of the Holy Ghost j neither
do those who oan always make known their wants unto Him in
prayer, valuo or prize the all-prevalent intercession of our ascended
and glorified Saviour.
But let 11S look now at the threejold character of His glorious work.
First, thero is the day of lfis life, wherein He wrought out for His
needy people a spotless, puro, and perfect robe of righteousness, in
which they shall appear" faultless" (Judo 24) before the presence of
the Father. Soconclly, the day of His death, wherein He made full
atonement for every iniquity, transgression, or sin of each one of His
guilty people. Thirdly, the day of [fis 'intercession, when He appears in
the presence of God for them, .to plead their cause, to open His mouth
on their behalf, and to demand the fulfilment of every covenant promise made to Him for them. Yes, this is the th1'ee clays' j01wney where
alone weary, sorrow-stricken pilgrims can find rest. This is the whole
of the work of the God-Man Ohrist J osus. Here they desire to rest;
here alone they seek repose j yet even here they cannot experience the
peace and tranquillity that they would, except the Great Shepherd, in
infinite compassion, lays them down, as it were, in the very spot jus't
suited to them. How sovereign, yet how precious, is that word in
J eremiah-" I went to cause him to rest" (chap. xxxi, 2). Yes, this
alone will meet the necessities of those who, while they look around,
can sce others who appear to be lying down of themselves, yet,
with all their seeking, striving, and struggling, they cannot enter into
His rest. The same helplessness is breathed out in the anxious inquiry
of the rostless bride in the Oanticles: "Tell me, 0 Thou whom
my suul loveth, where Thou feedest, where Thou makest Thy flock to
rest at noon" (chap. i. 7).
G 2
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How sweet are the words· of the "Shepherd of Israel," on behalf
of the scattered, distressed, and disturbed flock: "I will bring th0m
out from the people, and gather them from the countries, and will
bring them to their own land, and feed them up·on the mountains
of Israel by the rivers, and in all the inhabited places of the country.
I will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high mountains
of Israel shall their fold be: there shall they lie in a good fold, and
in a fat pasture shall they feed upon the mountains of Israel. r
will feed My flock, and I will cause them to lie down, saith the
Lord God" (Ezek. xxxiv. 13-15). He knows that they will be scattered
again and again-scattered in their hopes, driven away in their feelings,
cast out in experiences, enduring conflict, strife, tumult, and turmoil-but
He says, "I will bring them again;" "They shall lie in a good fold,"
for" I will cause them to lie down." Surely, after having been brought
to this glorious resting-place, they will wander from Him no more 1
Yes, indeed, if left one moment to their own devices. they will "turn
everyone to his own way; " but their compassionate Lord, even though
they sin against Him so basely, and wander from Him so continuously,
)vill not, cannot, cast them off. He will bring them again t.o His feet,
to supplicate His mercy, and lead them again to repose sweetly upon
Himself.
But the question may be asked, "If the three days' journey shadows
forth the whole and perfect work of our Immanuel, why must a
resting-place be sought out therein?" It is the experience of the
su'itauility of the work of Christ to our present necessities that constitutes true rest, and this suitability must be revealed to us in that
very necessity by the Lord Jesus, through the teaching of His gracious
Spirit. Poor, tried and tempted, burdened soul, wherefore dost thou
llang down thy head in such distress to-day? Methinks thy tearbedimmed eyes and heaving bosom seem to say that sin, indwelling
sin, is thy grief and sorrow. Hast thou not, in the chambers of
imagery, been learning how black, how vile, is thy poor heart 1
Then, is it not most especially "the blood of sprinkling" which
thou dost need to be applied at this time 1 Thou dost want to
know, beyond the shadow of a doubt, that JHe has made peace by
the blood of His cross for thee. Well, in His own good time, He
will give thee to find a true resting-place for thy sin-burdened heart
in the day ~I His atonement, when He came up from Edom, "in
garments dyed in blood," after having vanquished all thy foes.
Here and there, in this wide, wasteful wilderness, we see those
who, while viewing their daily lives, are constrained to cry out,
"I am black!" Failure, fault, and folly are impressed upon all they
do. The law demands a perfect obedience; and, I1S they strive
to keep what are termed "the precepts of the Gospel," miserable failure and disappointment meet them in every attempt.
The anxious cry of the oppressed heart is, "How should man be
just with [bef01·e, margin] God 1" Ycs, that is the question which
burdens the soul. They read in His holy Word, "Follow peace
with all men, and holines~, without which no man shall see the
Md" (Heb. xii. 14). "Holiness!" The Qxperience of the soul is
. la mo (that is, in my flesh) dwcl!etIJ 110 gooLI thing;" and the cry
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goes forth in agony of spirit, "0 wretched man that I am! who
shall deliver me from the body of this deuth 1" See! The restingplace is found, and will in due time be revealed by Him to all
such, in the subsequent verse: "I thank God, thl'otl.gh Jesu,s Christ
4lur Lord" (Rom. vii. ~5). Yes, the day of His perfect obedience
is what such souls want to see, and to know Him as their Head,
Husband, and Responsible One, who could in truth say, "I do
always those things which please Him."
But, delll' reader, these are not the only burdened ones in the
family of Jehovah.
Amongst His children there are many who
experience weakness, want, and necessity in their approaches to His
throne, and their attempts to make known their wants to Him. They
want to pray, but they know not how to frame their speech before
Him. With hearts overflowing with sorrow, anxiety, and perplexity,
they approach the footstool of sovel'eign grace and mercy; but the
anguish of their spirits finds expression only in that broken sigh,
"I am so troubled that I cannot speak;" and the plaintive moan
ascends"Jesus, my fainting spirit brings
Its wretchedness to Thee;
Thine eye at least can penetrate
The clouded mystery."

Yes, even then He sees the desires which they cannot express, and
knows that His burdened children want to find a resting-place in His
all-prevailing interces~ion. Will they not find precious peace and sweet
repose as they hear the gracious words, "Open Thy mouth for the
dumb, in the cause of all such as are appointed to destruction" 1
(Prov. xxxi. 8.) Will not their failing hearts rejoice as He whispers
to their broken spirits, "My love, My dove, My fair one, of Me, thy
Friend and Brother, it is written, 'He ever liveth to make intercession
for them'" 1 (Heb. vii. 25.) Precious indeed is that peace spoken by
Jesus' blood! Sweet is that rest experienced in the possession of
Christ's righteousness! Sacred is that repose found in our all·
prevailing Intercessor.
Dear reader, may we, in every necessity, prove that our ever-loving,
ever-gracious Lord goes before us in the way, to bring us into the
very spot where we may experience how suitable is His work to
our need, whatever that may be; for, down here, changes must be
our portion, but yonder we shall entcr into His glory, and there,
in His sacred presence, fo,,' eve?' rest from all our labours.
May " the peace of God, which passeth all unde1'standing, keep our
hearts and minds, through Jesus Christ our Lord." Amen.
K. B.
THE hope of a believer does not hang upon such an untwisted
thread as ., I imagine so," or "It is likely;" but the cable, the strong
rope of our fastened anchor, is the oath and promise of Him who is
eternal vcrity. Our salvation is fastened with God's own hand and
Christ's own strength to the strong stake of God's unchangeable nature.RuthelfoJ'd.
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A CURE FOR CARE.
"Casting all your care upon Him, for He wrcth f01' you."-I PETER v. 7.
WHO has not a care?
Turn which way we will, on all sides,
anxious, careworn faces meet our view.
Say not, children have no
cares. How many a child we see, with a weight of care upon its little
face, sad to behOld, seeking to earn its daily bread. And even children
of the rich, who have no anxiety of this kind, have their troubles,
'\Yhich are just as great in their minds as those of their elders. God does
llot expect us to be without care, otherwise He would not have given
the command contained in our text, to which we shall refer presently.
Having taken it for granted that all have cares, let us see what
the Christian is to do with his. "Cast it upon Jesus." " Casting
all your care upon Him, for He careth for you."
Not just
the largest ones, but .all.
Nothing is too small to br.ing to Jesus.
He who numbers the very hairs of our heads can also bear our
little cares. And how foolish it is to try and hide anything from
Him, seeing He knows the very thoughts of our hearts,and sees
what little things mar our happiness IIn all times of trouble tho
child turns to its mother for comfort, and God has said, "As one
whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you."
Do household cares oppress you ? IVhen you wake each morning,
you think, "How are the wants of this day to be provided fol' 1" There
is the food to be thought of, the various household duties which must
be attended to. (Don't .laugh, dear reader, and say theso are strange
cares. They may be so to you, but to others they are a burden.) IVell,
cast it all on Jesus. Come to Him in the morning, and ask Him to
take the government of the day upon His shoulder-to give you the
needed wisdom to direct. Ask Him what He would have you do
about everything.
Never enter upon the day's work without first
having had even a few minutes alone with Jesus; and then, all through
the day, as fresh difficulties arise, just lift up your heart to Him,
and ask, "Lord, what would Thou have me to do ?" He has promised wisdom to those who ask in faith.
Perhaps you have a large family, and times are bad, and you know not
where to turn for the ,needed money to support them. Cast this care
on Jesus. The silver and the gold are His, and He has promised to
supply a1l our need: "They that fear the Lord shall not want any
good thing." ,,'Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of
all these things;" and He who has told His children to "take no
thought for the morrow," will most certainly give them each day their
daily bread; and, though He may try their faith to the last extremity,
He is"Faithful to His promises,
And rich in mercy too."
Have you to stand alone in the world, with no earthly friend to
look to for guidance 1 Or, it may be, you are the only one in your
family who is a servant of Christ, and thus you are alone. Cast this
care on Jesus. He is always with you, and can feel for you as none
other, seeing He was" despised and rejected of men, a Man of Sorrows,"
and "neither did His brethren believe on Him."

,
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Is' sickness, or weakness of body, a care 7 He is " touched with the
feeling of our infirmities." Say not, "How can I endure this continued
suffering 7" He has said, "As thy days, so shall thy strength be." No
earthly friend may understand you, or be :1ble to enter into your every
feeling, but He can. Try, and be satisfied that He knows all about
it, and cast your care on Him.
The latter half of our text gives the reason we are to cast our
'Cares on Jesus-" for He careth for you." What more do we want 7
Oh, how sweet to know that Jesus careth for me! A poor, sinful
creature, so often grieving Him by my cold, ungrateful service, still
lie cares for me-not for anything in myself, but because He gave
His life to save me.
Dear fellow Christians, let us strive to cast our every care on Jesus,
knowing that He cares for us; and then the world will see more
bright faces, and hear more cheerful voices, :1ud have to acknowledge that
?Cc have a joy with which a stranger C:1nnot intermeddle.

S. E.
DEW·DROPS.
"./i'or now we see thrmtgh a glass, darkly; but theft face to facl',: now 1
know in part; but then shall I know cven as also I am knou'n."I' CORINTIIIANS xiii. 12.

THROUGHOUT this chapter the Apostle has been directing the eye of
faith to Christ Jesus :1S the Sum :1nu Substance of all things. You
may speak with the tongues of men :1nd angels-you may have the
gift of prophecy, understand :111 mysteries and knowledge of His works
and ways among the children of men-you may have the faith of works,
the generosity which shall incite you to give all your goods to feed
the poor-yea, all these things, and, lacking "the one thing needful,"
charity, tb:1t is, love, (and what is love but Jesus 7) you will one day
be found wanting. Read and pause over this chapter, and may God
the Spirit direct the eye of faith to find Jesus through it all,; and may
Jesus, who" never faileth," bless you more and more out oi the abundant
riches' of His grace, and open up to your longing and desiring eyes
something of that wondrous love of God in Christ Jesus.
He will
teach you, step by step; and, though now there is much in the pathway
that is perplexing, and now you see only "through a glass, darkly,"
what is all thatcomrared to the exceeding weight of glory awaiting
you 7 Now to us ofttimes our Father is performing His wonders in
a very mysterious way to out' finite minds, but then it will be a bright
unfolding of each dark and hitherto perplexing dealing.
Oh, beloved, does it not set us longing for that time when, after all
the storms, dark days, and hard lessons here, which we have had to pass
through, we shall see face to face, and know even as we are known 7
Only when out' feet have gained entrance within the gates of that glorious
city of our God-only when all that is imperfect is done away-shall.
we be able to gaze unceasingly on the face of Him who hath. redeemed
us, and brought us nigh unto Him by His precioLls blood. Only
imperfections, uncertainties, disappointments here; all perfection and
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satisfaction there! So many cloudy, dark days here j but never-ending
sunshine there, in the presence of our glorious King. However brightly
His image shines into our souls-however much of ,His Spirit light.s
up QUI' pathway, giving us cheering rays of life and light divine-it is
but dim compared, with the full blaze of splendour which will one day
burst upon us, and upon which our wondering eyes will never tire to
gaze. It is through a .glass now, and that darkly. Through God's deal'
Son, and the Holy Spirit's teaching of His Word as a glass, we catch some
of the glories of our Christ. Therein is He set forth as "the Word
made flesh;" and we are learning below, though slowly, some of the
glories He has in store for us above. We find Him from the beginning
to the end of His holy Word. Even as Most's wrote of Christ, so
also the prophets, Psalmist, and evangelists and apostles all point out
the Christ of God j and, without the Spirit's aid to find Him in those
sacred pages, it would be indeed a riddle. And even how much He
is pleased to .reveal Himself is but" through a glass, darkly," compareet
to seeing "face to face" there. Welcome all tribulations that shall
bring me nearer to that time! Oh, how sweet heaven will be after
all the SUffering here! Think you the saints of God would find it
half so sweet were they indulged in all sunshine here 1 VVould tlw
"rest that remaineth" be half so welcome, were they not as pilgrims
and sore-footed travellers below 1 Do you think it would be such blissful,
peace above, if they had not known a life of warfare on earth 7 Now
we "know in part j " but" If our shortsighted minds could know
Our Father's great design,
In all He does our souls would bow,
And never more repine."

Why do we ofttimes question the necessity of this or that trial?
"Why," we ask, "need I be tried thus 7" It is because we are learning all things" through a glass," and it gives us a longing desire for the
time when all shall be made clear, and we know even as we now are
known. We only know now in part, God's dealings with us in providence'
aii well as grace. Why are we cast down, perplexed, giving np in despair 'I
Because we only "know in part." If we Imew the whole, we should
not be in constant perplexity or anxiety. But He has so wisely ordained
our schooling here; and oh, how far sweeter will heaven appear-yea,
my heaven of heavens-in a risen and exalted Christ, when He sees
fit to call me hence, there to behold Him" face to face,t! Could these
eyes gaze on Him now in the perfection of glory and holiness 7 Could
this worm of earth look upon the King of kings in all His splendour ~
Oh, no; not as long as one atom of earthliness remains! There must
be. the transforming into His image, and then we shall be able to gaze
en that dear face, whose glorious rays shall ever on us shine. Here
we ,have the cloud, but with it comes the sweet assurance, "I will
appear in the cloud upon the mercy-seat." Here we have the dark
day, the hiding of His face, the knowing but in part; but what wiB
all that be to us when once He has shined upon us in all His glory
-when He has for ever put aside all these teachings in the dark, anl1
bidden us approach Him in all His Kingly glory on His throne ~
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Are you looking forward to' all this 1 Can you realize that you will
be brought" nearer the'throne than angels stand" 1 Oh, murmur not.
then, at all you are learning in-this little while of time! It is 'passing
rapidly. You have not long to learn "ill part;" and it will be for
ever put aside in those glorious realms above, except for ycmr increasing:
notes of praise that shall swell the nl-lW song up yonder that all
"in part" is done away, and that which is perfect is come. " Then
shall I know, even as also I am known."
U.
A TOUCHING INCIDENT.
A YOUNG man of eighteen or twenty, a student in a university, went
one day to take a walk with a professor who was commonly called
"the students' friend," such was his kindness to the young men whom
it was his office to instruct. While they were now walking together, and
the professor was seeking to lead the conversation to grave subjects,
thq saw a pair of old shoes lying in their path, which they suppost-,d must belong to a poor man who was at work in a field close
by, and who had nearly finished his work. 'The young student turned
to the professor, saying, "Let us play the man a trick. We will hide·
his shoes, and conceal ourselves behind those bushes, and watch to see
his perplexity when he cannot find them." "My clear friend,"
answered the professor, "we must never amuse ourselves at the expense of others, especially of the poor. But you are rich, and you
may give yourself a much greater pleasure by means of this poor man.
Put a dollar in each shoe, and then we will hide ourselves behind
the bushes." The student did so, and then placed himself with the professor behind the bushes close by, throu.gh which they could easily
watch the labourer, and see what wonder or joy he might express.
The poor man soon finished his work, and came across the field to the
path where he had left his coat and shoes. While he put on his coat, he·
slipped one foot into one of his shoes, but, feeling something hard, he
stooped down and found the dollar. Astonishment and wonder were'
seen upon his countenance. He gazed upon the dollar, turned it,
round, and looked again and again. Then he looked round him on
all sides to /See who might have put it there, but could see no one.
Then he put .the money in his pocket, and. proceeded to put on his
other shoe; but how great was his amazement when he found the
other dollar! His feelings overcame him. He fell upon his knees,
looked up to heaven, and uttered aloud a fervent thanksgiving toGod, in which he spoke of his sick and helpless wife, and his
children without bread, whom this timely bounty from some unknown hand would save from perishing. The young man stood
deeply affected, and tears filled his eyes. "Now," said the professor,
"are you not much better pleased than if you had played your intended trick 1" "Oh, dearest sir," answered the youth, "you have
taught me a lesson I hope never to forget. I feel now the truth of
the words, which I never before understood, 'It is more blessed to·
give than to receive.' "-Baptist .Magazine.
[It would be well if those who have the means were to test this
Scripture for thcmselves.-ED.]
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"TItOlt lcilt keep him in pelject peace whose mind is stayed on Thee."
-ISAIAH xxvi. 3.
THE truth of these words is beautifully exemplified in the life of
OswALD AUGUSTUS KRAMER, who, after spending eighteen years in
missionary work in Ind~a, is now in England for the purpose of
recruiting his health. His life, since his conversion, has been one
of unusual trust in God. . 'When a boy, about fourteen years of age,
he went to sea. Jus~ before the ship started, a gentlf\man gave him
.a Bible, and made him' promise to read it. Young KRAMER, however,
.put the Bible into his box, and covered it with his uniform. While one
<lay lounging on the deck, he thought of the Bible, and fetched it from
his box. The gentleman had purposely turned it down at the third
chapter of the Gospel by St. J olm. He opened it, and began reading
that chapter. He was much aroused by the third verse: "Except
<1- man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." He
continued reading until he came to the sixteenth verse, and, by the
V.lrd the Spirit, he ,'ms then and there enabled to believe in Ohrist,
and was filled with peace and joy.
On one occasion, he walked about eighteen hundred miles across the
continent of India, and many and wonderful were the proofs the Lord
gave him of His preserving love and power. Once, while passing through
a jungle, abounding with tigers, leopards, and poisonous snakes, he
lay down at the root of a tree to sleep. He slept soundly for some
hours, got up quite refreshed, resumed his journey, and reached a
native village. The head man of the village asked him if he had
come through the jungle. "Yes," said Mr. KRAJ\fER. "Did you sleep
there ~" "Yes, I slept there for three hours." "And how is it you were
not eaten by the tigers ~ " " No wild beasts can hurt me unless
they get a license from my God," said the man of faith. Upon this
the chief clapped his hands, and called all the people together.
"Look," said he, " here is a man who says the tigers can't
hurt him, unless they get a license from his God!"
On another occasion, he had to cross the river Kistna. He inquired
of a Brahmin for the nearest ford. "You are not going to cross the
river ~" said the Brahmin. "Yes," said Mr. KRAMER. "Why, it
is full of alligators!" said the Brahmin. But something seemed to
say, "Go on," and on he went. He went into the river, and, with
the help of a stout bamboo, began wading across, nearly shoulder
deep.
Presently he heard great shouting on the shore, but he .did
not look back; and then he heard noises as if planks of wood
were being thrown into the water. These were the alligators splashing
in the water, but he says he was kept in perfect peace, because his
mind was stayed on God.
He at last reached the other side in
safety, and, alter kneeling down and thanking the Lord for His
preserving mercy, he looked back and saw several of these terrible
creatures floating 011 the surface of the water, like immense logs of
unhewn timber.
These remarkable facts remind us of Daniel in the lions' den, of
Shadrach, Meshaeh, allll A bcdnego, in the burning fiery furnacB; and
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prove that our God is the same God as He was then, and that He
can not only preserve, but that He can still keep in perfect peace
those whose minds are stayed on Him.
He once lost his way in the jungle, and fell in with a party of
Sepoys, disaffected towards our English government. He calmly went
I1p to them, confessed he had lost his way, and asked them to direct
him. One of the Sepoys, with drawn sword, bade him follow him,
and took him about half a mile out of the jungle. Mr. KRAlIlEH.
offered him a coin, worth about a shilling, for his kindness. " No,"
said the Sepoy, making the usual salute; "go in peace; I do not
want anything." This incident reminds us of the words, "When a
man's ways please the Lord, He maketh even his enemies to be at
IJcacc with him."
,.

A SENSIBLE SINNER AND SUITABLE SAVIOUR.
LIVING streams of living water
Flow ·from Christ,the solid Rock;
Welcome every son and daughter;
Welcome all the little flock.
Welcome ye who feel polluted,
Worthless, wretched, and undone;
Void of good, and quite unsuited
For that blest and holy One.
By Him canst thou be refused,
Just because so blind and dead 1
Will He not bind up the bruised 1
Heal all those for whom' He
bled I
Sinners to Him nre relnted ;
With them He delights to dwcll;
More tlum once has He not stated,
Sinners cannot go to hell 'I

Thine just now and thine for ever;
Thine in bonds which cannot break;
Thine when earthly ties all sever;
Thine when rocks and mountains
shnke.
Thine when sickness, sin, and sorrow,
Fill thy heart with keenest dread;
Thine no less when dark to-morrow
Fills with gloom thy aching head.
Thine, dear soul,when each surrounding
Tends to snap your brightest hope;
'rhine the same when sin abounding
Makes you like the blind to grope.
Thine when friends and foes are
frowning,
Joined by Satan's horrid roar;
Also thine when, fearing drowning,
Angry billows round thee pour.

Cheer up, then, ye serpent-bitten;
Look and live on Christ your
God'
See how' He for you was smitten,
How for you He shed HIS blood!

Thine in all thy states and cases,
War and warfare, weal and woe;
Thine to comfort all waste places,
Thine to lift when very low.

From Him you can ne'er be parted;
To you He can not be strange;
For you how He dearly smarted!
O'er His glories roam and range.

Thine the same in sackcloth sitting,
Mourning much thy soul's complaint;
Thine to make His blessings fitting,
Suited to His weary saint.

His is love' without a measure:
Ho is mercy all divine;
"Vhat a precious, precious treasure
It must be to call Him thine!

Thine to ward impending danger,
Thine to shield -thee day by day;
Thine, remember, not a stranger,
'l'hough His blessing long delay.

Thine to-day and thine to-morrow,
'rhine in sickness, thine in health,
Thine in comfort, thine in sorrow,
Thine in poverty and wealth.
Hnll.

Thine in grace and thine in glory,
'rhino below and thine above;
Thine to swell the pleasing stOl'y
Of His Person, grace, and love.

A. W.
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D I V I N ELF. A DIN G S.
(Contint/cd 1"0111 P".'1C 33.)

Now, there was an aged Christian man living in Trowbridge, who
formerly lived in Frome. His llame was JAlIms BUTLER. He was the
deacon at Nash's Street Chapel, and led my mother into the water
when she was baptized in 1844. He had known me, and I him, as
long as I could remember, and now he took a great interest in my
welfare. I believe he knew something of the workings of my mind,
therefore was very sorry to see me in such a careless, indifferent state.
He attended at Beihesda Chapel, and he made it a practice to cemc
to my house every Sunday afternoon; and, after I relapsed into those
ways of careless indifference, he tried to talk seriously with me on the
subject. But I stopped him at once, and said, "Friend BUTLER, you
are welcome to come to my house, and I shall be very glad to see
you, for the sake of my mother and old times; but do not ever talk
about religion, or I shall offend you, for I have had enough of that.
and its professors generally." To my great surprise he said, "Well,
I will not, if you do not wish it;" and he was as good as his word.
He came as usual, but never mentioned the subject of religion in any
way. I found out afterwards his reason for this; and yet, when we
were in conversation, I often felt a wish that he would mention it,
and would talk about old times at Frome, to try and get him into it;
but he would not be drawn into it, and I felt vexed with myself that
I had forbade him to do so.
At length, one Sunday, he came as usual; and, just before the time
for evening service, he abruptly said, "Aquila, who do you think is
going to preach at Bethesda to night 1" I said, "I neither know nor
care." But, my dear friends, the set time was come, in God's eternal
purpose, to stop me in my wild career. My friend knew one of my
weak points, and now he worked upon it, which was, he knew, to
have a sincere sympathy with anyone in trouble or distress of any
kind, whether it was friend or foe. He began to tell me about this
man, whose name w~s SlI1iTH. He had been in a good business, and
also was a Baptist preacher vicariously. The poor man was simply ruined
by having lent money which had never been repaid, and had to soIl or
give up his business, and was shortly going to America, to try and
retrieve his fortunes if possible. Much more he told me about the
poor man, which made me feel very sorry for him; and, without
thinking what I was doing, I was putting on my things to go with
my friend to the chapel, to hear this poor man preach. When it waE'
time I said, " Well, Friend BUTLER, I will go with yOll this onco, and
11l;ar this man," forgetting my vow never to go there again" There is a period known to God,
When all His sheep. redeemed by blood,
Shall leave the hateful ways of ein,
Turn to the fold and entel' in.
" At reaee with hell, with God at war,

ln "'n's dark maze they wander far;
lndulge their lust, and still go on,
As far froln G"d as sheep can run."

1
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And thus it had been with me in a measure; but the turning-point
was come, in a way, place, time, and instrumentality which I had not
sought, or even thought upon; and I can sing a~ I writo, with another
poet" Ah, but for free and sovereign grace,
"But oh, amazed, I seo the hand
I still had lived estranged from
That stopped me in my wild
God,
career;
Till hell had proved the destined
A miracle of grace I stand;
pbce
The Lord has taught my heart
Of my deserved, but dread abode.
to fear.
" To fear His name, to trust His grace,
To learn His will be my employ,
Till I shall see Him face to face,
Himself my heaven, Himself my joy."

t

Blesscll time, for then we shall be like Him, for we shall "see Him

:v, He is."

IJ

My friend and I went to the chapel in silence. "Ve entered, and
were sat in the pew, before I thought upon my vow never to enter
the place again; and I was on the point of going out again, but the
service had beguu, and I thought, " Well, I will not cause confusion by
going out now, but I will take care not to forget it next time," so I
sat still. After the hymn was sang, the man read a part of the eighth
chapter of the Gospel by St. Luke, to the end of the twenty-first verse.
As he read he commented especially from the fifth to the fifteenth
verses-the parable of the sower, and the different ways in which the
seed sown, which is the "\Vord of God, was received by the different
hearers, and the effect it produced upon them. Every word he spoke
was sent home like daggers into my soul. It seemed that every word
said to me, "Thon art the man who, for the past twenty years and
more, has heard and read the "Vord of God, received it at times with
joy, talked about it to others, and what good bas it done thee 7 It
is evident thou hast only been a mere hearer, and not a doer of the
Word. See the many times thou hast fallen into temptation, and done
wickedly; and, although thou hast been chastised many times by
afflictions and various trials, it has had no good and lasting effect
upon thee. The afflictions and trials have no sooner passed away than
thou tnrnest to thy old ways again, which shows that the fear of God
is not bef0re thine eyes nor in thy heart; and none of the things
through which thon hast passed has brought thee to repentance, and
now it is too late, for thy doom is sealed to all etcrnity." Those
words seemed to thunder in my soul, "Because I have called, and ye
l'efused; I have stretched ont My hand, and no man regarded; but ye
have set at nought all My counsel, and wonld none of My reproof: I
also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh "
(Prov. i. 24-26); and so it seemed to me that God Himself seemed
to mock the agony which my soul endured, and the groans which
came forth out of my agonized heart from the stings of a guilty conscience, and my soul groaned out, "Lost, lost for ever! I have sinned
away the day of grace-sinned against light and knowledge. There
is not, nor can ever be, any hope of mercy far such a guilty wretch
aB I am! "
Hell seemed· to be begun on earth, and I groaned out,
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"Oh, to have to dwell in everlasting burnings, for that is my portion!"
To attempt to give a description of the exercises of my soul then,
under the felt condemnation of the Word of God, as it was, as it
were, thundered in my ears, heart, and conscience, would be simply
impossible, for no tongue or pen can describe it.
I cannot remember anything further about the service. The text
and sermon were all lost to me. I was ~ad when it was closed, that
I might get away somewhere by myself, that I might be able to give
vent to my feelings without any witness but God, for His eye I felt
I could not escape, for He seemed to be searching me through and
through with wrathful indignation. My friend BUTLEl{j spoke not a
word as we left the chapel, only said, "Good night, Aquila." He
had noticed some of the workings. of my mind by my countenance,
and knew what was going on there. He knew also that God could
and would do' His own work ,without any help from him.
I heard that the same man was to preach on the following \Vednesday evening. Oh, how I, counted the 40urs till then, that I might
hear him again! That evening, when I left work, it rained in torrents;
and, to the surprise of my wife, I just had a cup of tea, took an
umbrella, and prepared to go out. She said, "Where are you going
such a night as this, for you are not well? I have seen that all the
week" I had not told her about the exercises of my mind, so I just
said, "I am going to chapel, to hear that man SMITH preach again."
She at once began to realize ~mething of the true state of things, so
she said no more j but I had no doubt that she had an errand at the
throne of grace on my account after I left.
I went as fast as I could to the chapel. When I got there he was
in prayer, and I stood' at the door and listened j and oh, how my
heart seemed to jump for joy as I heard him earnestly pleading with
the Lord for poor sinners who were convinced of their sins j and in
his prayer, he was telling, the Lord something about the exercises of
their souls in such a way as if he himself had been exercised in a
similar manner. He mentioned some. of the very same things which
my soul was even then passing through, and also some of the wonderful deliverances which God had wrought in such cases, which, for
a moment, made my heart leap for joy, and hope-precious hopesprang up in my s9ul j and again the words, "Who can tell 1 The
Lord may yet be gracious to me, even to me, the chief of sinners."
I again cried ou~ with that ever-memorable prayer, "God, bo merciful
to me, a sinner I" \Vhen he had finished his prayer I went in j and,
after they sang a hymn, he gave out his text-" The Lord is my
Shepherd j I shall not want" (Psalm xxiii. 1). The words seemed so
precious, and especially to be read by a man circumstanced as he was.
He spoke sweetly of Jesus Christ as the Good Shepherd of His sheep
-how He called them by name, and the manner of His calling j and
how He cared for them, watched over them, withheld things which His
wisdom knew would be hurtful to them, and supplied all their needs
(not their wants), fo: He knew that they wanted many things (or
thought they did) whIch He knew would only be hurtful to them;
therefore He, in mercy, withheld them for their good, and gave them
such things as He knew would be for their good and His glory j and,

~

'

The Gospel Magazin(.

95

in His own time, He would bring them to see-yea, and to sing too,
sweetly-" My Jesus hath done all things well." He spoke of the difference of those who said He was er, Shepherd and those who could say feelingly and experimentally, "The Lord is my Shepherd." Here was a
sweet union to and relatiunship with Him; and, sweetly drawn to His
bosom, they could pour out their sorrows there, and cast all their
care upon Him, knowing that He cared for them. I sat in rapt
attention while he was describing the precious realities in such a way
that I believed he was speaking about the things which he had known,
tasted, handled, and felt. Oh, how I felt my heart drawn towards him
in love for the sweet things which he had spoken that night! I left
the place with a sweet calm in my soul; and, though I could not say
with Thomas, "My Lord and my God" (John xx. 28), yet I felt sure
that" The time of love would come,
When I should clearly see,
Not only that He shed His blood,
But I shoul~ say, 'For me.'"

('

And there was this difference-from that time I could not do the
things which I had done for some time past, nor keep the company
which I had kept.
But a trial awaited me, the which I had not thought of, which was,
I was soon laid up ill, and obliged to stay at home from my work
for many weeks with my leg, which had again broken out into a
wound, and inflamed very much. I may as well say here that it
never healed up again for ten years; and, though I spent many pounds
with doctors and advertised remedies, it was all to no purpose. At
last I gave it all up, and left it entirely in the hands of the Lord,
for man could do me no good in the matter. For that reason I could·
never join a club conscientiously, for I did not know how soon, or
how frequently, I might be thrown upon its funds; therefore I have
never joined a club to this day, for that reason alone, as I could not
feel but that it would be an imposition to do so, and an imposition
my soul abhors. I felt very thankful that the Lord had ordered it
so that I had learnt my present trade, so that, when I was able to
work, I was indoors, and not exposed to the weather. Moreover,
my work at weaving by power-loom was not laborious, and I could
often work at that when it would have been utterly impossible for me
to work at out-door work. Oh, when I look at it, and see what a
merciful hand has led me all my life long, though I have been such a
murmuring, repining, and ungrateful wretch, my heart is filled with
thankfulness to the Lord for all His unmerited mercies!
Shortly after I was able to resume my work again 'on that occasion,
our dear child, on which we doted, was taken ill with bronchitis, and
only lived one week after. To .give a description of our feelings would
be simply impossible; but parents who have been similarly circumstanced, they, and they only, will understand it. I may as well say
here also, that my wife had nine children still-born after that, before
she had another living one, which was the last of twelve, and that
one, a girl, is still living, twelve years of age at the time I write. As
I have said, when our poor boy was dead we were almost heartbroken;
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.a nd, moreover, owing to my recent illness, we had not a shilling in
the house, and what to do to bury it we knew not. But, in the midst
of onr perplexity and trouble, a woman came in who was a friend of
'Our neighbour, and she said, "Aquila, I have a sovereign at home;
,come and fetch it. You can pay me back when you are able." The
ravens feeding Elijah at once came to my mind, and I went for the
sovereign, to bury my poor boy with. At the funeral my wife's father
sent his wife, and she brought some money, which was a great help
·to us under the circumstances. Thus again the Lord was better to us
than our fears, and this we have often proved Him to be. Yet, when
the funeral was over, we got into a very Iow way, and thought the
Lord was dealing very hard with us in taking away our little one. It
was a long time before we became reconciled to our loss; but, since
then, many times have we blessed His dear and precious name for
taking him home to Himself at the age of five months; and we have
often said, when we have seen what trouble some children do cause
their parents, "vVeIl, the Lord took ours to Himself at that early age, and
we know where he is now-taken away from the evil of this world to be
'for ever with the Lord.' " It is sometimes a sweet consolation to us to
know that we have eleven c1lildren now before the throne of God, with
palms in their hands, shouting, "Victory through the blood of the Lamb! ",','
I now attended the services at the chapel regularly with my wife.
The wrong-doing of professors I could now pass by. I had enough to
.contend with ill my own heart. I did not go tu chapel to take notice
of wrong-doers; I went hoping to hear the proclamation of mercy to
my poor soul; and, though I had to go again and again, yet every
time I went it was with renewed hope-le Who can tell if the Lord
may be gracious to-day, and manifest His love and pardoning mercy
to such a poor unworthy sinner 1" Thus I went and waited, like the
man at Bethesda's pool, for some stream from the river of life to flow
'into my poor, parched soul, with its healing virtue; and, if I came
away disappointed, I did not blame the preacher. I knew that it must
be the Lord Himself who must speak the word with His effectual power.
At length, u£ter waiting about a year in that manner, there came a
new supply from Shropshire. His name was EDWIN JUNES. I went
to chapel that morning with a sad heart, for I had waited so long,
hoping against hope, and not one word could I get to encourage me,
only the old "Who can te1l1 The Lord may be gracious to-day."
The service began, and the man read and prayed; and, in his prayer,
he asked the Lord, if there was a poor sin-burdened soul there that
morning, who was waiting, longing, and hoping for a manifestation of
His pardoning love and mercy, would it please Him to manifest that
pardoning mercy to-day, and lead the poor soul to the "fountain
()penecl for sin and uncleanness," that he might there be able, by faith, to
" wash his spotted soul
In streams that never dry" '1

"And do Tholl, if it please Thee, say unto him, 'I have loved thee.
with an everlasting love, therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn
." Reader, do
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thee.''' My heart answered, "Yea, Lord, there is a poor sinful wretch
here who has been waiting for more than twenty-two years for the
moving of the Gospel waters to flow into his poor· sin-burdened soul;
and, if Thou canst not heal' the prayer of such a sinner, do condescend
to hear the prayer of Thy' servant, and answer it, for Jesus's sake!"
The man read his text th~s: "And there appeared a great wonder in
heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet,
and upon her head a crown of twelve stars" (Rev. xii. 1). He spoke
of the woman as the Lamb's wife, the Church of the living God,
clothed in the robe of Christ's righteousness, the world beneath her
feet, the crown of twelve stars as an emblem of electing love-as a
wonder in heaven, a wonder on earth, a wonder in hell, and the
greatest .wonder of all-she was a wonder to herself. He spokfl of her
sojourn in the wilderness-how the Lord preserved and protected her;
holV He brought her through all her trials, and made them all work
together for her goocl and His glory; and, when she had done His
will on earth, He woulel bring her home to her eternal rc,t, as a trophy
of His grace and mercy. As he was speaking, he traced some of the
very things which my soul had been exercised with, as an evidence
that it was of the Lord, and that "He who had begun that good
work would perform it to the day of Jesus Christ." As he was speaking, such a glory seemed to fill the place, and these words were
spoken in my soul with sweetness and power, "Son, thy sins, which
are many, are all forgiven thee; for I have loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee." My
burden of guilt was gone, and mercy, peace, and love filled my soul.
I could hardly forbear crying out and telling the people what great
things the Lorel had done for the chief of sinners.
(To be continued.)

LOVE'S HARP.
YES, sovereign Lord, Thy gentle
touch
This harp at length has woke;
Thy breath alone could quicken such 1
And melody evoke: "
No love-song could have pleased Thine

ear
Radst Thou notfi1"st produced it there.3
Once, nought but jarring sounds
were heard, 4
For all was out of tune;
Nature's soft zephyr had not stirred 5
The faintest voice of noon;
Thy finger only strains could raise
·Worthy 'rhine everlasting praise.

Cwrd'iJi:

Discordant sounds were ever made
"Vhilst nature touched the strings,
For only" by the ear" she played,
And vanity still sings:
How could she strike a dulcet
chord,
Who takes not lessons of the Lord 1 6
Jesus, my litUe harp I bring,
With all its faults, to Thee;
Oh, touch again each trembling
string,
That tuneful it may be,7
Till every breath to heaven's own
air,
Echoes immortal anthem there. 5

J. P. C.

1 Ephesians ii. 1.
2 Ephesians v. 19.
31 John iv. 19. 4 Psalm liii. 3. 51 Corinthiuns.
ii. 14. 61 Corinthians ii. It. 'P~alm I. 23. s Revelation i. {) (last clause).
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THE SEOURITY AND SALVATION OF HIS OHUROH, THE
SOVEREIGN WILL OF JEHOVAH.
SUBSTANCE OF A SEHJ\WN PREACHED BY THE HEV. W. SAUNDEHS, VICAR
OF ST. SILAS', BRISTOL, ON THE TWENTY-THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ST. LUKE'S SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, BEDMINSTER, ON SUNDAY, NOVEJ\iBER

19TH, 1882.
"All that the Fathe1' giveth life shall come to Me>" and him that comelh
to Me I will in no wise C{~st out. Fm' 1 came down /Tom heaven, not to
do Mine own will, but the will oj Him that sent Me: And this is the
FathM"s will which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath given 11fe I
should lose nothing, but should mise it up again at the last day. And this
is the will of Him that sent Me, thnt everyone which seeth the Son, and
believeth on Him, may hal'e everlasting l·ife: nnd I will mise him up at
the last day."-JoHN vi. 37-40.

THIS portion of Holy Scripture, from the second lesson for this evening's service, and which fell from the lips of our divine Master, is so
excellent and so full that there is no time for preface or introduction.
On its close examination, we shall discover thne glorious truths
contained in it. 'Ve shall see divine sovm'eignty, eternnl secw'ity, and a
full, free, finished, and eve1'lasting snlvation for every truly penitent, believing
soul. I see a joU?·t1~ excellency embodied in it. As I contemplate the
wondrous scheme of redeeming love, folded up in this one Scripture
alone, I am pelfectly satisfied with it. In order, therefore, to assist our
thoughts in meditating upon this passage, we shall consider it under
these four heads-Sovereignty, Secwrity, Salvation, and Satisfaction.
1. Di·vine Sove?·eignty.-I see divine sovereignty in the very first word
of the text, "All." It proclaims everlasting life for a distinct, definite,
determinate number of the human family-a number as countless as
all the constellations of the starry heavens-as innumerable as the sands
upon the sea·shore. "The dew of Thy birth," 0 blessed Jesus, "is of
the womb of the mornin~," the number of the saved being as incalculable as the drops of morning dew; still, a fixed and certain number,
to be reckoned up by, and infallibly known only to, J ehovah alone.
This is the" all" of which Jesus spake when He said, "I, if I be
lifted up fi'om the earth, will draw all men unto Mc" (John xii. 32) ;
this the" all" for which I believe the Ohurch of England prays"That it may please Thee to have mercy upon oll men."
Do we not see divine sovereignty in the next clause of the text"All that the Father giveth Me" 1 "Thine they were, and Thou gavest
them Me." He asked His bride, His elect, His mystical body the
Church, at the hands of His Father, and He W:1S not denied the
request of His lips, in order that she might be redeemed, kept, and
finally presented by Him, without a single absentee, "faultless before the
presence of His F;J,thor's glory with exceeding joy."
Is not divine sovoreignty conspicuously set forth in the words, " All
Lhat t~le Father giveLll Me lilwll L:Ollle to Mc" 1 It is not said that
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they may come-that they have the power or the will to come-but
that they shcill Game, even in the day of sovereign power, and by the
-efficacious gmce of the Holy Ghost.
What numerous passages from the pages of inspiration might be
~dduced in confirmation of this blessed truth! Let one, however, suffice:
"And it shall come to pass in that day, that the great trumpet shall
be blown, and they shc~ll come which were ready to perish in the land
{)f Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall worship
the Lord in the holy mount at Jerusalem" (Isa. xxvii. 13)" Firm as the lasting hills
God's covenant shall endure,
Whose potent shalls and wills
Make every blessing sure."
t-

And is there not only divine sovereignty, but also matchless mercy, in
ihe words, "and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out" ~
The words, "in no wise," in the original, are very strong. It is a
somewhat kindred expression to that in Hebrews xiii. 5: "I will never
leave thee, nor forsake thee;" and which the poet expressed not too
strongly when he sang"The soul that on Me hath leaned for repose
I will not. I will not, resign to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to sh:1ke,
I'll :r.ever, no never, no never forsake."

Dwelling on this first verse of the text a little longer, it will be
important to inrluire into our blessed Lord's meaning, where, speaking
in the present tense, He says, "All that the Father giveth Me shall come
to Me;" wheren,s, in His wonderful prayer, recorded in John xvii., as
well as in the following words of this text, He speaks again and again
.in the pm/ect tense, e.g., "Father, I will that they also, whom Thou
)wst given ]J{e, be with Me where I am." My belief is that the words
were uttered in this form for the encouragement of every truly seeking
soul. There is a passage recorded in Jeremiah xxxiii. 13, which, to my
mind, throws light upon it: "In the cities of J udah shall the flocks
:pass again under the hands of him that telleth them, saith the Lord "a plain proof that they had passed before. We are familiar with the
bct that an earthly shepherd receives a flock of sheep-a definite
number-at the hands of his master, for which he is, in a certain
sense, responsible. Have we not sometimes seen a shepherd "telling"
-counting the flock through a hurdle or a gate in the field ~ The
number he finds complete, and he is therefore satisfied. But an
-earthly shepherd. may lose a sheep, and never recover it again; whereas
,the Good Shepherd never lost a sheep which He did not seek; He never
sought a sheep which He did not find; and He never found a sheep
which He did not keep eternally secure. Not one shall ever be plucked
{)ut of His hanels. Blessed Jesus, when Thou comest to make up Thy
jewels, then shall the declaration in very truth be fulfilled, "Behold I
and the children which Goel hath given Me" (Heb. ii. 13); and, again,
"Of them which Thou gavest Me have I lost none" (John xviii. 9).
Dwelling for ;1 moment or two longer on this part of the subject,
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let me declare the painful fact that, for upwards of two years, I was:
unable to have this Book of eternal truth, now lying before me, ia
my presence without being tortured and tormented by it! And why ~'
Because I knew that heaven and earth must pass away, but that not
one jot or tittle of its inspired contents-not a single promise or
threatening-from Genesis to
Revelation, should ever remain
unfulfilled! But, when the dense black clouds of despondency and,
despair began to break-when there was just a rift in the midst of
the thick darkness-when I was able once again to consult its sacred
pages, and to bend the knee once more in prayer-there were th1'e
UJo1'ds only, throughout the whole range of Revelation, which I could venture to plead before God! And those three words are found in the text
-" In no wise." "IN NO WISE." "Him that cometh to Me I will IN
NO WISE cast out!" And, blessed be His name, the three divine
words from the lips of the divine Promiser prevailed! See, then~
beloved brethren, with what perfect confidence I can assure any
Spirit-convicted, sin-convinced, Satan-haunted, desponding and despairing.
soul, of the Saviour's infinite willingness to "save unto the uttermost
all who come unto God by Him." Yes, and it shall not be long before
such an one shall be fully assured of the glorious fact, and greatly
rejoice in it too, that" For all that come to God by Him,
Salvation He demands;
Points to their names upon His breast,
And spreads His wounded hands."

To say nothing of "all the promises of God, which in Him are yem
and in Him amen," all the glorious attributes of Jehovah must b
tarnished, and suffer an eclipse, before this one declaration and promise
can possibly fail-" All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me~
and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out."
Having shown that the text blessedly proclaims divine sovereignty,.
let us see whether it does not also as fully and sweetly exhibit2. Eternal SecuTity.-" For I came down from heaven, not to do Min
own will, but the will of Him that sent Me" (vel'. 38)-that is, asI understand it, that, as God's sellt and righteous Servant, He had nowill of His own apart or distinct from that of His eternal Father.
As He said on another occasion, "My meat is to do the will of Him
that sent Me, and to finish His work" (John iv. 34). You and I,.
dear Christian brethren, sometimes pray, and rightly praye,

Renew my will from day to day,
Blend it with Thine and take away
All that IlOW makes it hard to say,
e Thy will, my God, Thy will be done.' "

But, in that sense, such a prayer could never have been offered by
God's eternal Son. His perfect will never needed renewing. His will
was identical and coincident with that of the Father and of the Holy
Ghost. As we express it in one of our creeds, "The Father is God,
the Son is God, and tho Holy Ghost is God, and yet they are not three
Gods, but one Goel." So, too, wc may s~y, there is the will of the
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IFather, the will of the Son, and the will of tho Holy 0 host, and yet
rthey are not three wills, hut one will. And whILt, boloved brethren, is
that will 1 Listen! "And this is tho 11'1\tho1"8 will which hath sent
Me, that of all which He hath givou Mo I should )ose nothing,
hut should raise it up again at the last day" (VOt'. 39). Have we not
h~re proclaimed the eternal security of overy child of God 1 If not,
there is no meaning in words. The Ohurch of the First-born collectively,
and every member of the same individually, is eternally SOCUI'Oa. By the eternal purpose of Ood. This has been already brought out
,under the first head, and, therefore, wo will not further dwell upon it
here. They are also secure by(3. The speoial providence of God. If this were the time and place,
'what thrilling incidents could bo related by many in this immense
.congregation of the marvellous deliverances you experienced, both by
sea and land, long before the timo, in many instances, when you were
savingly turned to God by the efficacious power of God the eternal
Spirit! And where shall we sE!ek an explanation of that marvellous
£&ct 1 Turn to the divino record. Let an inspired Apostle answer the
,question: "Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of J ames,
to them that are sanctifiod or set apart] by God the Father, and preserved
tin .Jesus Christ fH,evised \Tersion, 'preserved for Jesus Christ '-both
statements are g oriously true-preserved in and for Jesus Christ], and
called "-made willing and called at the set time to favour ZlOn, and
in the day of His almighty power. Could not many of us stand up
:md sing out of a fnll heart indeed, if called upon to do so" PrcscrvccZ in Jesus when
My foet made haste to hell;
And there should I have gone,
But 'l'hou dost all things well :
The love was great, the mercy free,
Which from the pit delivered me"?
And, since that evel'-to-bo-l'emembel'ed time of' deliverance, by whom
<or by what have we heCll preserved? Without doubt, by the special
providence of God. What hoUt's, beloved, could be occupied, both with
the inspired Volllme, and with incidents in the histories of God's servants,
in pursuing such a theme as this!
Passing through the City of' Chester, a few months ago, I was desirous
{)f' seeing a certain honsLl in it.
That city, in the year 1652, was
ravaged by the plague. A servant of God had strong confidence in his
God that he and his would be preserved unhurt. And so it eame to
.pass. His house was the only house in the street which eRcaped its
fatal ravages. [n order to commemorate that deliverance, and to show
his gratitude to a covenant-keeping God, this servant of the Lord
carved upon the front of his dwelling, "God's Providence House. God's
providence is mine inheritance; 1652;" and that record stands there
.to this very day!
The Lord's children are each and all eternaliy secure by"/. The almighty power of God. \Yell might the Apostle Peter break
,forth into siuging, so to say, as he does in his first Epistle, first
<lhapter, and third verse: "Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His abundant mercy hath
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begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of .Jcsm;
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and umlcfi leJ,
and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, :who arc kept
by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be rcvealcll ill
the last time."
Pardon a short digression here. It is saiJ in this passage that the
believer is begotten ar;ain. Every person in this church to-night has
the return of one birthday in a year. Every believer in Jesus Christ
has the return of two.
One is a birthday in nature, the other a
birthday in grace. The birthday in nature terminates in death; th0
one in grace is ·to everlasting life-he" hath everlasting life." HenC0
the overwhelming importance of the question, Are yon born again?'
I do not ask whether you can name the day, or the week, or the month,
or even the year when this second birth took place; but are yOll
cognizant of the stupendous fact? When GEORGE WHITFmLD once put a
similar question to a young woman in Scotland, "Ar(~ you converted
"That, sir," was·
to God?" the reply was humble and satisfactory.
the answer, "is a hard question. That I could not, I would not say;
but one thing I can say-either I am changed, or the world is changed."
If you can say to the great Heart· Searcher, "Lord, Thou knowest
all things; Thou knowest that, above all things, I desire to love, and
serve, and follow Thee with full purpose of heart;" then, blesseJ be God,
it is not that the world is changed-the world, in one important sense,
never changes-but that you yourself are changed-changed by sovereign
and invincible grace.
But the point before us is this-the true follower of the Lord Jesus.
is eternally secure by the almighty power of God. The Apostle Peter
declares, in the words I have just quoted, that the inheritance is
reserved for the saints, and that the saints are kept, guarded,
garrisoned, by the almighty power of God, so that He who is keeping
the glorious inheritance for the saints, and the saints for the inheritance, will bring both the inheritors and the inheritance together, without
a single missing one, in His own pre-appointed time. Hence it is on
privilege to sing with WATTS"Saints by the power of God are kept
Till their salvation come;
We walk by faith as strangers here,
Till Christ shall call us home."

Once moro, every believer is everlastingly secure by~. The p?'omise of their Saviour-God.
We need not ~o beyond th
text in ordor to prove this-Cl This is the Father's Wlll which hath
sent Mc, that of 11,1\ which He hath given Me I should lose nothing,
but should I'lliRO it up again at the last day." And, again, ,. I will
raise him up n.t tho last day." Here, then, wc havo a promise concerning ~he bocly ns well as the soul. The language is remarkable:
" Of all that the Fathcr hath given Me I shoulll lose notking." No, not
one constituent p:\l'ticle requisite to the future identity of the Church
shall ever be lost. Cod's missionaries may be eaten by cannibals ORi
foreign shores-godly sailors and passengers may be devoured by soa
monster~ of the del'p-God'd martyrs may be burnt to ashes at th0
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stake, and those ashes scattered by tho ()tu' winds of heaven. Countless
myriads of the Lord's redeemed may yeL minglo Lltoir ashes with their
kindred earth, ashes, and dust, "the WOrll1 sW\lo~ly foeding upon them;"
but what of all this? "The universo," I\.IJ TOl'l,.ADY wr.ites, "is only
a steward entrusted with the ashes of Ood's saints, and rosponsible for
the charge. Soun shall the several olOH\onts resign the doposit, and
give back the loan, the hallowed 'dust of God's eloct, 0 Death, no
longer thine."
We may borrow illustrations from nature to show fortlh the
reasonableness of a future resurrection.
vVe may speak of everything bursting into life and beauty in the days of returning
spring, after the darkness and the death of winter is past.. We do
well to appeal to the inspjred WOrd, and say, "That which thou
sowest is not quickened except it die. So also is the resurrection of
the dead." We may see the OntO worm actually die during the cold.
months of winter, and then, under the genial rays of the summer SUR,
we see it reanimated with a new life, bursting its chrysalis shell, and
emerging from it a beautiful, variegated butterfly, enjoying, in a new
world, its new life. ;But, for my part, I am perfectly content with the
inspired question of the great Apostle: "Why should it be thought a
thing incredible with you, that GOD should raise the dead?" (Acts
xxvi. 8.) "Behold, I am J ehovah, the God of all flesh: is there anything
too hard for Me?" (Jer. xxxii. 27.) "I will raise it up at, the last
day." The mystical body of Christ will be raised from the dead by
virtue of their eternal union with Him, for thus St. Paul writes: "If
the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you,
He that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken YOllr mortal
bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you" (Rom. viii. 11).
Hence we see, under this second division of our subject, that every
true believer in Jesus is everlastingly secure by the purpose, the
providence, the power, and the p1'omise of our God.
(1'0 he ccntinued.)

THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON ON ZECHARIAH Ill. 1.
I KNOW what it is to come and preach to you sometimes; and to feel
such an overwhelming sense of my own unworthiness that, were it
not" woe unto me if I do not preach the Gospel," I would not come on
this platform to preach again, for it is hard to feel that your garments
are defiled even when in endeavouring to be God's mouth to men.
And I, poor I, do often feel so much my own sinfulness, that
it seems a work of supererogation on the devil's part to lay accusations-conscience a,ccuses enough without him.
Remember Satan is an adversary not to be despised.
Of keen
intellect, ripened by years of experience, with a fulness of cunning
and craft which made even the serpent, when possessed by him, more
subtle than any other beast of the field, he is an antagonist worthy
of angelic might. Gabriel might quail in such a conflict, if he did
not stand chd in the golden armour of perfect innocence. We, so
apt to sin, carrying about with us so much combustible tinder, have
need to fear the fiery sparks which he scatters.
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<!tOrft$ponbmu.
INTERMINGLINGS OF MERCY.
(Concluded from

IJ((f/C

GO.)

To return to the Magazine. On page 5!)!), "G. C." says, "Dear r<:>:1,(l<:>r,
if you are a Christian, adhering to the old covenant truths of the
Gospel, and standing your ground against the abounding errors of the
day, expect to be •despised and rejected of men.' The Master was
before you, and, therefore, wonder not if you are also. The writer
has been coolly told by so-called Evangelicals that 'he is a man
of the past. Nobody thinks as he does. The spirit of the age is
dead against him,'" &c.
These words again recalled to remembrance events of the r.ast,
and confirmed the impression that the heart (I mean the natural
heart) of man is alike in all ages; and that it is solemnly tmo that
all who hold the Spirit-taught truth must be content to 1)e looked
upon as singular, and expect, in their measure, to be "despised amI
rejected of men."
More than a quarter of a century has elapsed since J. M--, a
Christian friend of the writer, removed, in the way of his emPlOyment"
to a watering-plaee in the west of England. He had been accustomed
to the faithful preaching of the Gospel, and it never struck him
that in his new sphere he would be deprived of this privilege (for a
privilege it is-too little estimated in the day in which we live).
There were five or six places of worship in the town, two of them
belonging to the Church of England, the rest Dissenters. JOHN (as we
familiarly used to call him) went from one to another, but failed to
obtain that which he looked for, namely, the certain sound of the
everlasting Gospel.
This unexpected disappointment had a very
depressing effect, and led him to mourn that, for the sake of an improved
temporal position, he should have left a spot where the Gospel was
truthfully and faithfully proclaimed.
Time wore on, and found
JOHN ·in the same longing, mourning condition, occasionally frequonting
the places of worship; at other timps stayillg at home, reading his
At lougth JIi.a
Bible, or some of the good old Puritan divine~.
occasionll.l presence attracted some notice in two or three of th
Dissenting chapels, and the people began to talk to him in a fl-iendly
way as thoy left the chapel after the service. Somo asked him how·
ho liked the preaching; and to such he invariaLly exprossed his honest
opinion, lamonting the want of faithfulness and unction in what ho
heard. This soon reached the ears of the ministers, and those gentlemen
appeared to bo considerably disconcerted and annoyed at what they
considered his uncharitable and unscrupulous criticism; so they resolved
to adopt a plan for the purpose of putting a stop to it. To tho
surprise of JOHN, Mr. P--, the Congregational minister, one day.
called at his llollsc; :llId, after a few commonplace observations,
announced the objcd of his vi,.;it, which the dinJogue that ensued will
xplain:MR. P. "I and some of my Lrethren in the ministry have obst'l'ved.
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Mr. M--, that you occ:1sionally visit our respccti\'c pLlC<'3 of worship;
and we hear that you are very unsettled, and express yOlHself dissatisfied with what you hear."
JOHN. "It is quite true, sir."
MR. P. "Well, we have been trJking the matter over, and think it is
a very unsatisfactory state of things, and must be unprofitable to you.
We have, therefore, come to the conclusion to give you our joint advice
to cease rambling, and settle down at one place or other. I don't wish
t(} advise you to choose my ministry. There are the \Vesleyans or
Baptists; or, if you prefer it, the Church of England; but do, for yOUl"
own sake, settle down quietly and peaceably somewhere."
JOHN. "That is exactly what I wish to do, sir; but I am unable. I
go to YOllr chapels hoping to get .a word to feed my hungry, longing
soul. I listen to what you say, but there is no power nor unction. I
get nothing, and leave, feeling worse than before I entered. I then
go home and take down some old author, such as OWEN, TOPLADY,
RUTHERFORD, &c., and I find it quite different. My soul is refreshed
and encouraged, and I feel quite a different man.
It is altogether
Jifferent to what I hear at chapel."
MR P. "Believe me, Mr. M--, if the men whose names you have
mentioned were alive now, their preaching would never suit. It is not
adapted for the age."
JOHN. "I believe, sir, you never spoke a truer word. If these good
men were alive now, the mass of religious professors would not only
reject their preaching, but declare they were only fit to be sent to a
lunatic asylum."
MR. P. "The fact is, Mr. M--, there are some people who cannot
appreciate good food.
'Whatever you place before them tastes bad,
si.mply because they have a diseaseJ palate."
JOHN. "That Jnay be true, Mr. P--. On the other hand, there
are some cooks who, no matter however good the food you give them to
prepare, they spoil it in t.he cookillg."
I need not say that Mr. 1>--'s visit had not the effect which he
and his brethren in the ministry intended.
I may mention another anecdote characteristic of JOHN'S honesty and
faithfulness.
In the same place lived a dignitary of the Church of
England, a very popular and benevolent man, but, to say the least,
possessing very little spiritual discrimination. Amongst other l(iud acts,
he instituted an evening class for young men, and, once a week, he
attended to instruct and address them. JOHN, with a "Who can tell
but I may hear something profitable 1" wcr,t one night to the clas5.
The clergyman was wry affectionate in his address, giving some really
useful ad vice with respect to their future career in life, but making the,
alas! too common error of addressing the whole group as converted
and truly Christian characters. JOHN sat listening with a heavy heart.
He yearn er! over the interesting little party abont to enter on the battle
of active lift" and mourned that they should be rnisl.ed by a train of
teaching so enoneous. He felt that the tendency of such teaching was
to contirm them in the common delusion that they were Christians
indeed, before they had dis~overed even the solemn fact thflt the.y were
siHners in the sight of a just and holy God. His fecliugs burned to
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find vent, and, at length, when the speaker made a pause in his address,
he rose from his seat, and, looking straight in his face, he said, in a
quiet, solemn, respectful manner, " Ah ! sir, the Word of God declarcs that
'the heart of man is deceitful above all things, and despcrately
wicked.'" The clergyman looked at him, and, without appearing to
be angry, replied, "True, my friend, tl'lle." There the matter euded,
and whether his faithful words had any good effect the day alone
will declare.
How common is the line of teaching to which we have referred
in the present day! Young people are lulled into the belief that it
is all right between their souls and God, who hwc never felt the
burden of sin, nor ever once mourned before God on account of it in
secret. It is not kindness, but cruelty, to persuadc the young that
they are capable of performing spiritual actions before they have
become the subjects of the Spirit's saving teaching and life-giving power.
Man may successfully teach morality; and it is good, vory good. so far
as it goes; but the teaching which is profitable, not only for this life,
but for that which is to come, is from above. "The wind bloweth
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not
tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every onc that is
born of the Spirit" (John iii. 8).
A friend and companion of our youthful days, whose father was a
master tradesman, and able to give him a liberal education, before
going to college, went to say "good-bye" to a neighbour who had been
very kind to him-a God-fearing person, who, though kind and gentle,
was conscientious and faithful. On announcing the object of his visit,
she asked him where he was going. He replied, "To college." " Are
"N 0,"
you going to be a schoolmaster 1" our mutual friend asked.
said the youth; "something better than that. I am going to be a
minister." Looking earnestly at him, this true friend said, "Poor boy,
rather go home and pray God to show you that you are a sinner,
and have need of His mercy." He went to college, but discovered
eventually that it was more profitable, according to his altered views,
to go on the Stock Exchange than to enter the clerical profession.
And it is a profession. How many in church or chapel take it up
from love to God and love to precious souls, called and commissioned
by God the Holy Spirit 1 Not how many, but, alas! how few! How
needful to remember the injunction of the Master, "Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He would send forth labourers
into His harvest" (Luke x. 2). And the reason for urging this
petition is given in the context, for "the harvest truly is great,
but the [faithful] labourers are few."
Was thertl ever a time when this prayer was more nl'leded 1 The lanel
swarms with teachers and preachers as well as professors of tho Gospel;
yet who can deny that "the love of many waxes cold "1 Iniquity abounds.
Infidelity, with stalwart form and impudent face, stalks through the
land. Hitualism expands its envenomcd wings.
Popery exultingly
unfolds and displays her treacherous banner, concealing the bloodstains in which of yore it triumphed. The wildest sects, in the name
of religion, are springing from the depths of the bottomless pit, seizing
men's minds with feverish force, and, with the frenzy of their extravagant
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tenets, ea,sting a reproach on the religion of the Bible, alld giving occasion of triumph to its ma,nifold adversaries.
Errors :u'e unblushingly
taught and cOl'l1ialJy received.
Truth is trodden undcrfoot, and
they who dt'part from evil and fear God-that is, ill Hi::; own waymake themselves a prey. They are considered men of antiquated and
weak minds j and, generally speaking, are shunned both by professors
and profane.
Nevertheless, there is a bright side to the dark picture we have
faintly drawn. "The Lord God Omnipotent reigneth." He will do all
His pleasure. He will arise, like a mighty man of war, suddenly, to shake
the nations j and, willingly or unwillingly, men will be compelled to bow
before Him, and acknowledge the majesty of His power.
His people, it is true, are a "little flock," bnt they are bounded round
with the glory of His power, and girt about in the security of His
covenant love and faithfulness, and shall never, never be ashamed. The
earth may totter to its foundation.depths, but their place shall be the
"munitions of rocks." In the cleft of t,he Rock of Ages they are, and
shall be, eternally secure. "Happy is that people that is in such a
case: yea, happy is that people whose God is the Lord" (Psalm
cxliv. 15). "All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me j and
[oh, blessed truth !J him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out"
(John vi. 37).
October 6th, 1882.
D. MCPHERSON.
REJECTION, AS WELL AS RECEPTION.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I take the opportunity of writing to you
at present, because I feel mllch intorested in what you hrIVe written on
"Protesting against Error," &c. During the thirty-eight years which
God has graciously granted me to preach the Gospel, I have acted on
the principle of, as fully as 1 could, combining theee two things. I
have a very great regard for the excellent JOHN NEWTON, and reckon
it a token for good for mysolf, or anyone, cordially to agree with what
he, "being dead, yet speaketh." I may say that I have found only one
exception, and it happens to be that utterance of his, "Fill the bushel
with wheat, and there will be no room for chaff." I have often quoted
these words, but always to dissent from the course they are intended
to recommend. Mr. NEWTON knew as well as any man what, in saying
these words, he seems for a momcnt to have forgotten-that he never
got an empty bushel to fill. However young the hearers of the Gospel
are, the bushel, i.e., the heart, ot' everyone of them is already crammed
to the very top with chaff-with crror-which deserves to be compared
to something far worse than chaff j for, though chaff is utterly worthless
as compared with the wlleat-anrl in that light the ungodly are compared to it-yet it is not pernicious.
But it is not merely with
worthless, though harmless, notions that the heart of every natural
man is Clammed, but witll Jcaclly, soul-destroying error. It is not
indeed fully llcveloped in many, as in ,t BRADLAUGH, but the principles
are firmly roolc(l in every heart; and no man can loosen one fibre of
these roots till the Holy Spirit entcrs with His almighty power, and.
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tears them up. But much of the Word of God seems written to be,
.as it ware, the ploughshare of the Spirit in accomplishing this work,
;and these portions of the Word need to be proclaimed and insisted on
by the heralds of the truth, just the same as the Gospel and the positives
·of tbeWord need to be proclaimed, that the ~pirit may plant and fix
rthem in the heart, in the room of the erad ic,Lted errors.
The texts at the head at your letter, and also those at Mr. SAUNDERS,
are express OIl this point" as no doubt you give them the place they
,occupy on this very account. Many more can be found, as "Ashur
.shall 1Wt save us," &c.; "~Not by works of righteousness which we
have done," &c. Even the great Apostle, clear as he was on all
points, does not think himself past need of negatives: "Not I, but," &c. ;
'" Not as though I had already attained," &c.; "Not having mine
<own righteousness," &c.; "N 0 confidence in the Hcsh." These arc
only a few instances. The truth is, that faith is nut wholly occupied
lin accepting, but we may say, is just equally and first occupied in
.)'~jecting,o fur, for every truth whi<.:h it accepts, it must first reject
an error that occupied the room which the truth is hellceforth to
occupy; so I often say that I do not much value a hiLll that is
wholly occupied in accepting, but I much va:ue the faith that is also
largely occupied in rejecting. Even the Master saith, "If any man
will ceme after Me, let him [renounce] cleny [a negative] himoclj" (a
,complete negative). A sinner-a person-is always resting on some
ground of hope, safe or dangerous, true or false. While in unbelief,
·every one is resting on false and d,illgerous grouud. Now, the greatest
.difficulty is to get a sinner to quit this ground. No creature can do it
.indeed, but only the Spirit of God. But we look for no good result
.at all of our work, except what the Spirit works. If, then, we got the
si-nner off from his false ground of hope, he would have no alternative
hut to step over to the true.
There is no neutral ground, and ho
<lanllot rest upon nothing. It is true that, when he is on the false
ground, he is on worse than nothing; yet in his eyes it is good and
·safe. Although it is worse than nothing, it is yet something to him.
Let him be beaten off from it, and he cannot stand on nothing. He
must fini the safe ground. So it seems that the work of the Spirit
as as notable in taking hope away from a sinner, as in giving him hope,
.and certainly as necessary.
I shall not eularge further than to say that none can sympathise more
!than I do with you, when you say that you suspect "those who, at
,the very firet titart, and without any previous conHict, receive the Word
with joy." Just last night I read an extract from ANDREW GRAY
<an cxcellent young minister in Glasgow, who died at the age of
,twenty-tlVo, two hundred years ago, but who seemed, in experience,
to be one hundrcd years old), the concluding sentence of which is,
'" There are some who do not abide three diLYs at Mount Sinai, and
,these sliall not abi.de many days at Mount Sion."
Now, my ueal' tiir, I do not ask what I have written to be printed,
nor wish it. As little do I wish you to think that I am so presumptuous
as to write for your illtitl'llction. I just write to give you the support
'lA'ld eneourag"mellt (which you give to me) of letting you know of ono
of whom I hope there arc aiJsohltcly many, though perhaps few corn-
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pamtively) who cordially agrees with you in your view of the need of
protesting against error as well as of proclaiming truth,
~Iay the Lord spare you yet some considerable time to uo both, and
raise up many to succeed you in the same good work.
I am, my dear sir, yours in Christian hands,
Free Manse, Dallas, N.B.
W. DAYIDSON.

"MERCY, AND NOT SAORIFICE."
To the Edit01' of the Gospel jJ{agazine.

r-

DEAR Dn. DOUDNEY,- Very small feathers often show how the wincl
blows, and thus it was in my new Bible-class this morning, our
subject being the words which Christ spoke to His disciples during
the course of His Galilean ministry. The question naturally suggested
itself, "What do you remember of the teaching of Christ, as He sat
at meat in the house of Matthew the publican, after Matthew had
left all and followed Jesus 1" The large class sat silently thoughtful
for some time, when one, more intelligent than the rest-or, at least,
more familiar with examination papers-replied, "I cannot rememberexactly the words, but is it not a quotation from the Book of
Hosea 1" I said, '" I will have mercy, and not sacrifice.' The Lord:
Jesus did say that, and He said it the day afterwards, in a different
connection." (Compare Matthew ix. 13, and xii. 7.) "But now, think
again. 'Vhat very plain and very precious declarations of Gospel truth
Jid the Lord Jesus give in Matthew's house 1"
Dear Dr. DOUDNEY, I believe that, thirty years ago, there would not
have been a moment's hesitation in obtaining an answer to this ques-tion from a wl'll-taught Biblc-class. All would have been ready to say,
"They that arc whole need not a physician, but they that are
sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."
J~ut these
simple words are, I fear, by lllany too much overlooked, in the anxiety to prepare young people for examinations,
from which all refcrence to Scripture, as "profitable for doctrine," is
studiously excluded, whilst great accuracy in facts and quotations is
essential. It is the spirit of the present day, and, thereforc, I believe
God's people should be prepared to meet it by desiring that they may
'be given such Gospel views of every text and every subject that they
may ever wield the sword of the Spirit, under His own guidance and
in His own strength.
I shall be thankful if you, or some of your valued corresponuents, will give some thoughts upon the words, "I will have mercy,
and not sacrifice," as spoken by Him who is the impersonation of
Gou's mercy, eyen Him who "in all the :1ffliction of His people
is afflicted," seeing that He bears their misery on His own heart at:
lovf'.
Yours ever in Him,
Dnblin.
M. S.

THE heir of :1 great estate, while :1 child, thinks more of a few
shillings in his pocket than of his inheritance; so :1 Christian is often
more elated hy snme frame of heart than of his title to glory.-Nelcton.
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TRIALS AND TRIUMPHS.

1'0 the Editor of the Gospel Mct{Jazine.
DEAR SIR,-I feel I must write and tell you what a blessing your
Magazines have been made to me. A friend lent me the early
numbers of this year, and I was so melted with reading the
January number, and your call to the ministry, and the Lord's
dealings with you, that I sent it to a brother on the eve of
departing the next day for Dublin, to pass an examination relative
to his degree. He is a curate at Adstock Church, near Buckingham, and master of the Royal Latin School at Buckingham. I
-enclose his letter in reply. I too have had my rejoicing, for, twentyJive years ago, I was speaking in the Lord's name, anu felt shut up.
I then publicly declared I never would speak in His name again,
and it has been as a fire in my bones ever since. I had not noticed
that Jeremiah gave utterance to the same words until recently. Oh,
how sweet his bitters have been to me! I have passed through a
series of trials and losses, with afflictions, since then, and provod "the
rebellious dwell in a dry land." On the 8th of October, I was in
such agony of spirit in the night, my shirt was wet with perspiration.
I groaned, "Oh, Lord, why, why am I to pass through such bitter,
bitter trials in cross providences ~" when these words came forcibly
to my mind, "You will yet have to tell before the people the Lord's
dealings with you." I said, "If that is it, it is a right way, Lord. It is
.all well; not one stroke in vain. 'Thy will be done.''' I was enabled
to speak before the Church and congregation at Croydon on Tuesday
last, and to testify to the praise and glory of His grace who had
borne and forborne with such a rebellious J onah as I had been.
I have borrowed a volume of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and what a
many savoury pieces I have read touching the very exercises ·of my
mind! There is a letter in August, 1870, signed ., TIrOS. S. S--,"
very sweet to my feelings.
I am not a stranger to "Old J onathan," for I liked it so well,
I have distributed it amongst the lighter-men and coal-men on the
river, when paddling my canoe, and had rc-named my canoe for the
spring Old Jonathan. I know this is nothing unless the means are
owned and blessed by the Chief Shepherd; but who can tell
what a stray "Old Jonathan" may do when blessed? I have ever
found it welcomed.
May the Lord still continue the light of His countenance upon
thee, and give thee peace.
Yours, in the bonds of the GosEol,
Balhct1n, November 25th, 1882.
W. COCKRAXE.
DEAR "VILLIAM,-Praise be to .God, I can say from my heart.
News came this afternoon that I am not only tltj'Ollgh, but have
obtained Honours in Natural Science and won et medal.
It has been an anxious time since I left Dublin last Thursday
week, and the result is more than a week over date promised. ,Ve
were six candidates, and four are through. I go over CD.V.) to be
presented on December 20th. Think of the years of work that this
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success terminates; and yet, ever since I turned to Dublin} God seems
to have made the way direct, and I have never failed in all the nine
examinations. I only hope that this great honoar may be devoted
to His glory. I cannot tell you how I feel to-night. The examination was a fearful ordeal-three days of it, nine papers, besides
practical tests in microscope and geology. I had two good passages,
going and returning, but the weather whilst I was over there was
as gloomy as it could well be.
Please thank BEN for the GOSPEL MAG4:ZINE. I read it nearly
through on the Sunday, and liked it so much that I have determined
to take it in. One or two pieces were singularly appropriate and
encouraging. The weight removed from me seems like a mountain.
Give my best love to MARY and the juniors. Accept same yourself.
I thank you for your remembrances at the throne of grace. I felt
that prayers were going up for me.
Your affectionate brother,
Buckingham, November 2nd, 1882.
TOM.
SONGS OF THE COMFORTER;
OR, WORDS OF PRAYER AND CHEER FOR ANXIOUS :olEEKERS AND
EARNEST WORKERS.
"The love of the Spi1·it."-RoluNs xv. 30.
ALL that I am, 0 Spirit dear,
To Thee alone I trace;
Thy teachings brought the Saviour near,
Hevealed His truth and grace.

To Thee I owe love's filial fear,
And every Christian grace;
That I can read my title clear
In heaven to have a place.

It was Thy light made known my sin;
Its secret wounds revealed;
And on my bleeding heart within,
Sin's pardon freely sealed.

All that I am, depraved and vile,
Proceeds from my own sin;
All that I am beneath God's smile,
Flows from Thy life within.

It was Thy teaching stripped me bare,
And filled my eyes with tears;
'Then clothed me with Christ's robe
most fair,
The glory of the years.

Then come, 0 Spirit, dwell in me,
And reign supreme alone;
Oh, let my soul Thy temple be;
My heart the Saviour's throne!

It was Thy love which gently drew
Me to the Saviour's feet,
And through His wounds, distilled
like dew,
Revealed His love most sweet.

Oh, in life's conflict here below,
Great, ever-present Friend,
More of Thy power, oh, let me
know;
On Thee for all depend.

Keep me from grieving '£hee, 0
'1'0 Thee I owe my heart still feels
Lord,
Sin's leprosy within,
Because so gentle, true;
And knowledge of that grace which Oh, let Thy truth be still my
henJs
sword,
@:' And savcs from every sin.
My faith keep Christ in view.
Sweet fruit of Jesus'toil and tears,
His agony and death;
Oh, come, sweet Hope of all the years,
God's own reviving breath!
B,·igldon.
W. POOLE BAU'ERN.
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JOHN TO OLD SARAH.

THE Lord's mercies having spared me to see another natal day,
my sixty-ninth, and the end of the third year since my dear one
entered upon the fulness of the glory-inheritance, with Christian lover once more greet you. Peace be with you, and divine consolations,
flowing from the fountain fulness of Jehovah-Jesus' heart love,
abundantly console and comfort your few remaining days. On this
side we may not be spal;'ed to greet each other many times morc,
time bearing us so rapidly forward on its tide-flowing stream. To
look beyond, how precions! Faith viewing the dear Redeemer, and
realizing the solemn blessedness of His presence. Oh, how it arms
the spirit, strengthens confidence, and enables us to bear the darts
and suggestions ot' the great enemy! Ob, what could the writer do
without the presence of his God in communion, daily feeling a oncness of spirit in spiritual intercourse, realizing th~ displays of His
goodness, so comforting amid the many, many tribubtive waves that
at times threaten to overwhelm his fear-striclren soul ~ Tv have Jesus
fully realized as the Alpha and Omega-the beginning and the eml
-All in all-in daily experience, is"Tearing idols from our hearts,
Whate'er those idols be."

vVe court, wc love, we pray for the comforts of God's Holy Spirit in
His Word, but they only come with and through the cross. The
sweetness of the paschal lamb can only: be realized and enjoyed
with bitter herbs-never so sweet without.
Oh, beloved, we are brought more and more to prove this, but poor
nature frets and rebels at the righteous dealings of God. Tho
growth of the Spirit is indeed the subduing, humbling, and mortifying
the flesh. How oft in the past year have we thought the Lord's
hawl to he gone out against us! Much-ah! how much-has appeared
to sink us to the lowest in our apprehension! The cross was in
all our undertakings, or so it appeared to us; the darts of Satan
plying their force against, our confidence in the Lord. At times
evidences obscured, heirship hid, and our title to the eternal inheritance in every way disputed. When will the warfare cease ~
When will unbelief receive its death-blow ~ Oh, how precious, con~
firming, and consoling in it all, is the goodness of our God in
His love-visits to our hearts! How many are the means through
which consolations How! "Ve are highly favoured with a preachecl
Gospel in its purity, have the holy Scriptures, the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
and other precious books, which come laden with spiritual treasures.
These precious banquets are the joy and rejoicing of our hearts in
Christ Jcsus.
The wat,er" of tribulation must flow, but the sea beneath the
throne of Goel and the Lamb with its tides often cover it, so that not it
drop can be seen. The ocean fulness of eternal love absorbs every
feeling of the heart-so much so, that wc cannot but rejoice in our
precious Lord J c~ns Ch rist, having no confidence in the flesh .
. To have EO many oppositions, when so ne:Lr home, appear,s futile;
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'(jut our great foe will strive to the last. He knows that he cannot
.conquer; worry he will. Thanks be to our Goll, who giveth us the
victory over all his influence and power, the corl'Uptions, depravity,
and sin in Oul' sin-disgraced natures.
Cheer up, beloved! It will not be much longer this side, and the
,glory of tllC other awaits our departure "to be with Christ, which
~s far better."
In the best bonds,
JOHN BARBER.
Yeovil, December 4th, 1882.

"FOR EVER WITH THE LORD."
To the "Wayside Notes" W1·iter.
:Nly DEAR FRIEND,-We have just sustained a great trial in the
loss of our beloved daughter SAHAH, whom yon may recollect. She
has left a fonu. husband and four young children, but God was very
:<tracious to her in enabling her to rejoice in the finished work of
the Lord Jesus Christ. I was summoned four days oefore her death;
:1tnd, as soon as I saw her, she said, "I have been praying for
something to rouse me from the state of indifference in which I
have been for years, but I little thought what it would be. I have
been living in the world-my world, my husband, my children. I
have sometimes had snatches of light, but they have been so short."
She was very deaf, but quite conscions. She told me she received
the earliest impre8sion of divine things while listening to the first
sermon which Mr. 1'. BAYFIELD preached in Providence Chapel,
Church Street, Brighton, in 1857, from the text, "Where is the
Lord God of Elijah 7" She mentioned several texts from which he
preached, and which were blessed to her, one of which was, "Jesus
Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." She repeated the
words several times with great emphasis, but she had not strength
to tell me all she wished. She alluded to a dangerous illness which
che had in 1864-. She said, ., Then I knew the love of God, but
I have wandered from Him, and now He has brought me back.
.r. The Lord is my Shepherd'-

" 'Whom once He loves He never leaves,
But loves him to the end.'''
She was then on a visit at a friend's house, and I was summoned
to what was considered the death-bed of our precious child. I
:a,nticipated the necessity of asking her if she knew she was a
sinner, but the Holy Spirit was her Teacher. We do not know
what is passing in the minds of our children until the constraining
""'race of Uod compels them to speak.
:::> She was in great distress of mind when I first saw her, and she was
afterwards ddirious for some days. "When she again became conscious,
she said, "I have been trying all my life to understand the Scriptures,
~nd now I call understand without trying." You may imagine my
'feelings. "God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness,"
had shined in her heart, "to give the light of the knowledge of the
I
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glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." She repeated the Lord's
Prayer with great emphasis, enlarging upon each sentence in the
following manner: '" Our Father.' And is God my Father? I never
thought I should be able to say that. Hallowed, praised, blessed be
Thy name, Thy kingdom is indeed come into my heart! Christ is
formed in my heart, the hope of glory. ' Thy will be done; ,,, repeating
the hymn" My God, my Fathilr, while I stray
Far from my home on life's rough way,
Oh, teach me from my heart to SllY,
'Thy will be done.' "
She laid a great stress on the words "for ever," an<1 seemed to
realize tl1l:~ir solemnity. She said she was like the thief on the crossshe had found the Lord, and was going home to be for ever with
Him. She was exceedingly weak, and scarcely al)le to speak, but
it pleased God to revive her. She asked us to read Psalm xxiii., also
Psalm ciii., saying" 'The Lord my Shepherd is,
I shall be well supplied;
Since He is mine, and I am His,
What can I want beside?'
" 'Bless the Lord, 0 my soul: and all that is within me bless His holy
name.' He does 'make me to lie down in green pastures j He leadet1~
me beside the still waters.' I bless God for this afHiction, for it has
been the means of bringing me to a knowledge of salvation."
We received our dear child from the hand of our heavenly Father,
who, in great love and mercy, restored her to health, delivered herfrom the power of darkness, and translated her into the kingdom of
His dear Son, "in whom we have redemption through His blood,
even the forgiveness of sins."
In 1871, she was married to Mr. HILL, of Reading, with whom sh
lived very happily for twelve years. She was confined on the 15th
of September, and on the 24th she entered into rest, released from sin
and suffering, and received into the mansions of eternal bliss. Mr.
HART'S hymn, commencing, "Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched,"
suited her well. Repeating the words, "It is finished!" she said with:
great emphasis, "Yes, 'it is finished j' it is all finished! There is nothing
left for me to do." She wanted some texts on the love of Goel
hung where she could see them, saying, "I have done with earth,
and I have nothing to do but to think of heaven"-" Because Thy
loving-kindness is better than life, thereforo my lips shall praise
Thee." "0 give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, for His
mercy endureth for ever." The Holy Spirit took of tho things of
Christ, and revealed them unto her. If a precious promise was
repeated by us, it had not the same effect. She had received the
anointing, and needed not any man to teach hor. The heavenly
influence of the Holy Spirit rested upon and abode with her.
She told her little ones she was going to the "happy land"
which she had so often sung about with them, where there was no
more sin nor f;orrow. She repeated the word, "Eternity," but there
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was 110 fear 01' dread. It was all takon "wat, lho lILing being
removed.
Mr. AND1':itSON, whose ministry she attended
having hn.d conversation with her at different tlm.;
said bot litllo, he felt satisfied that she was on tll
her i1ln088 ahe sent a message to him: "Tell him, I
mino, (ultl 1 am His,' i' her countenance being aniln
Tt Wf\ll 11 solemn, sacred Sabbath evening on ,rilioh
f1.WI\Y,
Wo were favoured, by faith, to follow her to' tho
l\It'Ktil~l City, and we were parted. She entered into tho -joy (If hOl'
LnnJ, Qeing arrayed in the glorious wedding garment, i\nll w
I'ULul'l1od to tarry till the Lord's time"For ever with the Lord,
Amen, so let it be;
Life from the dead is in that word,
'Tis immortality.

I

" My Father's houae ou' high,
Home of my soul, how near,
At times, to faith's far-seeing eye
Thy golden gates appear!"

Goodness and mercy hath followed us all the days of our life, and
we trust that, whatever affiictions we may yet· be called to pass
through, the grace of God will be sufficient for us, and the strength
of the Lord manifested in our increasing felt wealmess"Oh, bless the Lord, my soul,
Nor let His mercies lie
Forgotten in unthankfulnesa,
Nor without praises die!"
Yours, in the bonds of the Gospel,
M. A. S,\UNDERS.

ANOTIIEH. VICTOR CROWNED.
tlw Bclito1' of the Gospel JI11tgazine,
DEAR DR. DounNlw,-I have so often heard you speak of" gathering
up the fragments," thfLt I feel I should like to let you' know a little
of the Lord's dealings witll one of His chiklren, who; after much
suffering, He called home to be for ever with Him, December 6th.
Between seven and eight yoars ago, a minister was preaching on
approval at a placo of worship some six miles from Manchester,
where the late pastor had been removeu by death. The services on
two Sundays, wiLh some all the intervening week nights, were over,
and the last sCl'vil:l:-night came-the Monday night (March 1st, 1875).
The congregl~tion assemLleJ, anJ, before the sermon, Cowper's beautiful·
hymn"God moves in a mysteriolls way,
His wonders to perform,"
was SUllg, a11l1 the text-I think, "My times are in Thy hands ,,_.
announCCII. A sentence or two had been spoken, when an elderly man,
who had long known the Loru, and was rejoicing in the prospect of
a settled milli~tel', whose preaching slloul!] give a certain sound, rose
and went out. He was followed, bnt only a few minutes elapsed ere
he had gone to be with the Lord, of whom he had just been noticed
as singing so heartily.
I 2
1'0
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His seeonti daughter, of whom I write, was married, and liv('\l some
miles from him; and afterwards told me herself that she was then
living without the least profession of religion-so much so that, for it
year before her father's death, she did nut think she had onw U~'lIt
the knee in even a form of praye1'-) et she always felt no harm CIIu/(l
":ome to her, on account of her praying tilther; and now, without a
moment's warning, ho was taken from her!
She was in teniblo
,(listress. God's time had come to show her her state as a guilty
sinner in His sight. As Kent says"The appointed time drew on apa.ce,
Not to propose, but call by gmce."

We did not know her; and, though she soon began coming two
and a half miles to attend the chapel, yet, as she lelt immediately
after the sermon, we had no opportunity' of speaking to her. It
must have been some time in the autumn of 1875 that 0111' Manchester
friends spent a Sunday with us, ::md Mr. "'IV". SIJ\{1\WNS, who knew her
father well, recognized her, and she waited to speak to him after thu
service. Then we found that, through the sermon three weeks before,
the Lord had spoken peace to her heart, and she was 1'ejoicing in Hilll,
though she did not know anyone to speak to. After that wo often
saw her, and reppatedly remarked how marvellously the Loru waR
teaching her, fulfilling His own word, "All thy children shall be
taught of the Lord."
She was a regular reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and most
thoroughly enjoyed my dear husband's ministry, very seldom missing :t
Sunday afternoon, and on the first Sunday in the month, staying all
day. 'When I saw her in January, she had been ailing for some time,
and after my return, I heard from time to time of her acute snJl'ering
from cancer. Her husband replied some time since to a letter to
her, saying she was very cheerful and happy, and quite resigned,
dlOUgh aware of the hopeless nature of her malady.
Though I hoped to see her again, I was not surprised to find, by a
memorial card, that she had crossed the Jordan on tho Gth December.
" In Thy presence is fulness of joy, and at Thy right hand are plensnros
for evermore," was quoted on the card by her special request.
Since
then her husband has written, ., All through her illness she has been
perfectly resigned, feeling assured of eternal happiness, and often pray~
ing to be released. She was reduced to a mere skeleton, and her
sufferings were frightful, though she never uttered a murmur." The
day before her death she called her friends round hor, and, after
hlessing the Lord, and praying earnestly, bade them farewell. Every
detail for the funeral, even the most minute, she arranged herself.
As I do not know any Christian friend who saw her lately, the
extracts from her husband's letter are all I know of the state of her
mind. Her entire resignation to the Lord's will under such painful
circumstances was a blessed testimony to bear to the all-sufficient
support of the Lord's everlasting arms, especially before those who did
not know Him as she did.
Surely such an instance of answered prayer, after the parent had
passed away, may encourage us to wait on the Lord. There is nothing

.'

I)

/''1

The Gospel

ill•.

too hard for Him, and not oue 0;£ His {I )c]l: CM\ (lVtlr LlO out of 1'01\"
of His call. They may" Indulge their lusts and sLilI go on,
As far from God I\s H/lCC1) ean run.
" But, thanks to God. thoy no'or ann rov
Bevond the lilnits of llis lovo;
FeilCed by J ehovlloh's . 8hlll1s' and • wills,'
Firm as the everlasting hills."

I remain, dear Dr.

DOUD~EY,

with Christian love, yours,

L. M. B. E.
THE PURE LIP.'"
THE same chapter ill Genesis which tells of the rebellious attempt of
corrupt man to found for himself II city of renown and a temple of fals
religion in the land of Shiull.r, recot'ds also the gracious call of Abraham
to come out of his idoll1tt·ous surroundings, and by.faith to seek a city
whose Builder and Maket· was God. l~,~bellion and obedience stand side
by side in the eleventh chapter of the Book, as illustrated by the Kabel
builders, and the ~atl'ial'ch, who, believing the living Gnrl, " dwelt in tents
in a strange land.' J udgrnent overtook the rehels, Mercy and gnl)dness
followed Abraha.m throughout hi3 pilgl'lmage of faith. Cnnfusi'm of
tongues divided tho idolatrous founders of Babylon the Great, whilst,
from the days of faithful Abraham to the present hour, the true children
of God have all been united, being taught by the Holy Spirit to speak
one" pure language" (Zeph. iii. 9), the tongue of Canaan, of Canaan tho
heavenly, in which the praises of the Lord Jesus are most prominent,
and of which a well-ordered covenant salvation is the very foundatio,n
and alphabet. It Illattered not, on the day of Pentecost, what humau
language the saiuts at J'el'llsalem had been accustomed to speak, when
once the Spirit of truth and power, by His miraculous operations, moved
their hearts to tell forth the wonderful works of Gud. And thus is it
still, so far as concerns the scattered flock which Christ recleemed by Hig
once offere'l sacritice. They may be strangers to one anot.hHr in the
flesh. Thousauds of miles Illay separate them, yet the spiritual languago
they speak is one. The power of that "pure language" is felt in the
new man, and a thrill of unspeakable sympathy ann love is realized
within the soul when the Lord's living children exchange a few words
of experimental tl'Uth, and talk by the pen or thruugh the press of
what sUI'ereign grace has done for them ill their deep distresses and
needs. The following letter from Australia, written by a perfect, stranger,
to the <:Luthor of The 'Jfwphe1'tl of Jerusalem and the Blnck Lamb in Hit
Bosom, which has been placed at our dispos<:Ll, forcibly illustrates the
foregoing remarks.
JA1IrES Ol{MISTON.
DEAR FJUEND,-Last Sunday I was reading to an old saint in thi;
eity all extract in the Ch1'istian's .~10nthly ltewJ'd (J. Gadsby, London)
from YOllr sweet little book enti~led, The Shepherd Of Jerusalem. "Ah! "
':: ::)ec Zf'phani:th iii. 0, 1I1.1J't;in.
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he exclaimed, "if I could only have one hour's conversation with that
man, I would be with him as if I had known him twenty years;" and
I myself felt a knitting of spirit to you in reading the savoury extract.
I believe the Lord has taught me something of my blackness, murally
as well as spiritually.
Some three years ago, I was brought into hot contention with those
who call themselves professors of free-grace doctrines on this very point,
namely, man's moral death in Adam; and I am convilJced the Lord taught
me the truth of the doctrine, for since I have been continually learniug
more and more of this divine truth by painful inward experience, "I was
as a beast before Thee." I perhaps would not have dropped you these
few lines had I not noticed the words "black morally and spiritually"
in Mr. GADSBY'S extract from your book. I know it is a truth terriLly
repugnant to human nature, especially the improved (1) nature of these
modern times. To tell a man he is spir'itually dead is the cry of every
letter Calvinist, but moral death is a lower grade still. I seem to be hardly
anything else, at most times, but as a beast before God. I am favoured,
and have been for years, to lead a consistent life, so that my worst
enemy could not lay a charge truthfully; yet, could one of them but get
a peep inside, '11e would exclaim, as I am often constrained to do, "Can
ever God dwell here 7"
I have frequently seen your name in the Gospel Standard. I trust
you may be blessed and upheld in your work. I cau say this sincerely,
though I llim a Strict Baptist from divine (I trust) conviction, and you
are a minister of the Church of England. No doubt you are one of
the grains of salt kept by God for some wise purpose to preserve that
national institution. I have most of Mr. PARKS' books, which have
been of much ,pr0fit to myself and others. I was formerly a member
.of yourdenoroination (for twenty years), and before the Lord called me
by grace, some eleven years ago, had a most contemptuous opinion of
all Dissente;rs. I do not know one Church of England minister in this
colony i]W!eacl1il1g the truth, nor, in fact, any other denomination except
tIle ,one to which I belong. Oh, that this were the exception instead of
the mle '! Wlwt 11eaps of good and gracious men were raised ul.) by God
in the last century! When I am writing to the Gospel Stancla1'd office
I mean to get some of your little books; we all think it so savoury.
Yours very sincerely,
'
Sydney, N.B.lV., December 14th, 1881.
D. O. E.
P.S.-Duri,ng one of my meal hours to-day I seemed to get a little
light on '2 Corinthians v. 12-17, which draIV my mind towards yourself
and other sheep. What is it that causes a saint of' God and a lover
of His trathto feel union with another whom ha nevar saw, or perhaps
will see, in the flesh, sixteen thousand miles from llim 7 Is it not this
spiritual life iu Christ possessed by both, this" new creature" which
has no desire for carnal acquaintances merely, or natural faces and
figures, but seaks to know the spirit that actuates the otl\er 7 Yes, so
it is, and always has been since the commencement of the world.
That same electric current, so to speak, has never ceased to flow through
all the seed, though thousands and thousands of miles apart, or as many
years between. This evening, after a weary hot day's work, I was
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my religion and my
hotwccn myself and. a
III

miserable,

While thus I walk on hostile ground,
The few that I can call my friends
Are, like myself, with fetters bound,
And weariness our steps attends,
"The hope that such a dl\r will come
Makes e'en the captivo 8 portion 8weet
Though now we wandor fILL' from home,
In Zion 80011 we all shall meat,"

j

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO TIlE ARMY AND NAVY.

To Ihe Bd'ilor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRlEND,-vVith your kind permission, I once more lay
fGhe claims of thi" good work before your readers, with the hope that
they will continue their stoady support through another year of labour
-the tenth, from its commencement in 1873. Little diJ we think at
that time what groat things the Lord had in store for this Mission to fulfil
among our soldiers and ,;ailor8, The increasing applications for Gospel
;reading have inducod us to enlarge our monthly order to ono thousand
()td Jonathans and two hundred GOSPEL MAGAZI~ES,
Funds are constantly needed to meet this large outlay, also for the purchasing of large
quantities of kindrod magazines, and for heavy incideut,tI expenses, I
should be Slad also for means to purchase copies of ., VV'alk8 and Talks
with Jesus,' &c. J for the sick solllien in Egypt and other foreign hospitals,
.sailors' homes, and )'eaJing-rooms,
During the past month we have supplied 270 lighthouses and lightsllips around our CO:Lst with half'-pound lJarcels of re:Lding. It may interest
some of your rea,[ers to know that the Wolf Rock Lighthouse, seven
miles south of the LlwJ's End, has been cut off from all communication with the shore since November 15th, 18!:12, tue water around
that lonely rock being aU 4 a boil, and to relieve the imprisoned
keepers is a matter ot' present impossibility, Meantime the three
light-keepers are in gO{)'[ Jl()alth, and not particularly anxious about
.anything except to obtai n a fresh supply of potatoes. These were
accordingly stowed in lI1et:Ll cases, and, by the help of a tow rope
from the Trinity House steamer, were safely dragged through
the sea, and up the side of the tower,
An existence still more
to Le commiserated is that of the light-ship keepers, The men in the
tall tower, whose warning beacon streams over shoal, and rock, and
.skerl'y, are at least safe from the elements; but the men imprisoned
tin tilt.: Imlk, rodcing and rolliug at her anchorage on some dangerous
baHk, must ride OLlt the wilJest hurricane, for it is just at such times
that their services are most needed. A good supply of books and
papers, a JiiJeml dietary, Md, if they are blessed with a taste for
natural history, the pleasant task of keeping a record of the migrations
of birds, afford me:ll1S to wile away their leisure hours. The sub-
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joined letter from a light-vessel keeper on the wild Iri~h eOilf;t 'll'ili~
show how these poor mariners are situated:"Sm,-I most respectfully write to you on behalf of the two or thrce
Protestants that are belonging to this ship, relating to the copy of
Retracings anti Renewings which you kindly offered us. It is onl'y
now we know anything about it, having found your note by mcre
accident. The master of this ship is a Homan Catholic, so we think
that is the reason he told us nothing about it. W f'. shall be very
thankful for the book, as we are for the pcriodicals so kindly sent
to us, but which we very seldom receive. We should be very thankful to you if you would have the parcels addressed to one of ourselvf's.
Our names are as follows."
The following letter will show how God raises up helpers todistribute His truth among the poor and needy in Zioll :"DEAR MR. BRIDER,-Many thanks for the parcel which you wen:
so kind in sending; but I was disappointed, for Mr. K--, before he
left this seaport, told me that he had written to ask you to send memonthly a packet of GOSPEL MAGAZINES and Old J01/(itltans. Being
an old sailor of thirty years' standing, I have had seveml of each from
him for years, and, by God's guidance, I have given them to tho
household of faith-one of whom has been bedridden for fourteen yeal'~.
and who looks forward for them with delight. The Magazine has becl~
and is food to my soul. Hoping that you will, if in your power, grant
the request of these dear children of God."
In answer to the above appeal, we wrote to ascertain how man;.
copies he could judiciously dispose of, and the following reply has constrained us to send him a monthly parcel of twenty GOSPEL MAGAZINE~;.
and one hundred Old Jonathans;"DEAR MR. BIUDER,-I was pleased to receive your letter last night,
granting our request. You say that I am to name the number that I
can dispose of. Should I be asking for too many, it I ask for twent.y
GOSPEL MAGAZINES, and as many Old Jonathans as you can spare
Now Mr. K-- has left us, it leaves me a wider scope to work in,
but I will leave it to you to do as God will direct you. I shall b
thankful for anything you are pleased to send me, and may Go
bless you for answering our cry to come over and help us."
FROM A WARRANT OFFICER IN THE ARMY.
"DEAR SIR,-I beg to return you my hearty thanks for Hart's
Hymn-Book, Bctmcings and Renewings, and for the very 11ico package
of books, tracts, &c. The men receive them gladly, for I am happy'
to say that I always find an open door and hearty welcome frOll1ll.
my comrades; and, what is the best of all, we have seen some grand
results, showing that the Lord is blessing the work. Our garrison isfairly llnge-one regiment of infantry, one squadron of cavalry, one
battery of artillery-and in the midst of everything that tends to draw
them away in the opposito direction, the city itself being one of the
greatest strongholds of thc Romanists. I am proud tu see an old.
soldier like yOlll'self having your comrades' eternal welfare at heart.
I consider it the greatest of liri vilegos to be so honoured by the Lord.,
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and the happiest moments of my life have been telling' the old, old story'
at the barrack fire-side. Poor fellows! how much they need it! Few
so tempted; no mother's or sisters' influence, but youth with youth. The
very discipline tends to harden; yet praise the Lord, I have seen.,
some grand objects of grace among them. It is a grand service, ourKing's, and grand company to be in, for ' THOU ART WITH ME.'
"With my best thanks for your timely help, alld praying for God'sblessing on your labours for the year, and years to COlllf."

,\

)

BIBLES FOR THE ARMY IN EGYPT.
An old army companion of ours, now at work among our troops'
in Egypt as a Scripture reader, writes from Alexandria:"I find a great need of Bibles and Gospel tracts. Only for a few
obtained from Colonel D--, I should have none at all. The men,
sent out on active service do not, as a rule, carry the regulation Bible.
I find the greatest difficulty in supplying the numerous demands for the'
Scriptures. If I had a hundred Bibles to-day, I should have a
hundred eager hands outstretched for them. We have plenty of newspapers, but our need is a supply of Bibles and good Gospel tracts.
Low grog-shops abound here at every step, and are killing the men,
body and soul."
We have forwardr.d two small cases of Bibles and tracts for thisservant of the Lord, by P. and O. steamer from Southampton. 'Ve
shall be very grateful for contributions, great or smetll, to assist us iUJ
carrying on this good work. Communications cetn be addressed tome, at the Old Gaol Chapel, Salisbury.
Yours very sincerely,
January 1Gth, 188:1.
CHAItLES BmDER.
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AT REST, AND FOR EVER.
IN our last we touched upon the removal of two of the four personall
friends to whom we referrel1, as having just recently been called!
away.
The third, of whom we have now to speak, is our dear and
lamented friend and brother, the late Rev. WILLIAl\I SANDFORD,.
rector of Clonmel, Ireland. He was one of our earliest and most
devoted Irish friends. We were one in heart and hand, during the
never-to-be-forgottfln famine scenes. From cabin to cabin we went,
investigating and ministering to the stan·ing and the sickly, the dying
and the bereaved. To our dear friend we were greatly indebted fa?
his kinoly counsel and bright example in regard to minist,erial and
parochial work. Our last intercour.se was when we met at the wateringplace of 'framore, county of Waterford. Little did either of us
imagine, during that visit, that, at a comparatively early period, he
was to succeed to that incumbency, our mutual friend, the beloved
Dr. DALTON, being at that time ill tolerab;e health; but was soon
afterwards suddenly called hence, !tt tile close of a full Sunday'~.
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serVIces. And now, our dear brother SANDFORD himself has been
called .to follow him. ?,he Clonmel C/,j'on'icle sp~aks of hi~, as w.ell it
may, lt1 the most glOWlllg terms. Such wero lllS sympathIes, and such
his large-heartednese, that he could but he loved and respected whcl'e-ever he laboured. At the time we first knew our lamented friend
he was chaplain to the military, as well as curate of the parish.
His labours among the soldiers were of the most interesting as well
~s instructive and beneficial kind. Speaking of him, the Clonmet
Chronicle says:It is our painful duty this evening to record the death of the much;respected Incumbent of the united parishes of St. Mary's and Innislonagh,
Clonmel-the Rev. WILLIAlI1 SANDl<'OHD, M. A.-which melancholy event took
place yesterdl\y, at the Rectory, to the inexpressible grief of a devoted
wife and an affectionate family, to whom he was deeply and lovingly attached.
For several years past the reverend gentleman has been in failing health,
but it was not until almost within the past fortnight that his illness appeared
.to assume a really serious aspect; still it was hoped that he might yet be
spared. As late as Thursday last-the day before his decease-he was able
.to drive out into the country; but, during that night, the disease from which
he suffered took an unfavourable tUl'l1, and it soon became only too evident
that the end was rapidly approaching. At about two o'clock on yesterday
.afternoon he calmly breathed his last.
He has passed away from amongst us, in the sixty-eighth year of his age
.and the fortieth year of his ministry. Born in 1815, his whole life, from
very boyhood, was guided by his solemn dedication of himself to the work
(Jf the ministry. With this view he entered rl'rinity Col!eg'), and there
devoted himself, with the ardent singleness of purpose which ever characterized him, to the work of preparation for the holy vocation on which he
had set his heart. In the Divinity School he won the highest distinctions,
.coming out first of the first in the final examin~,tion in an unusually large
class, of which several members have since filled some of the highest positions
in the Church of England and Ireland. At the same time he won the first
of Bishop DOWNJl;s' Priz0s for ('xtempore speaking, as well as the first for
reading the Liturgy. Among his competitors was W. C. MAGEE, now Bishop
(Jf Peterborough. But his estimate of preparation for the work of his life
involved a higher ideal than mere academic studies. During his college
.career, he threw himself into the work of the various lay organizations
which were maintained in Dublin for the spread of Gospel truth. While in
that city he rarely missed a Sunday at Trinity Church, where he hung upon
the lips of "J ORN GRECG," whom he loved with an abiding affection, and
,often called, in private and public, his "father in God."
He was ordained in 1842, and chose as the sphere of his earliest labours as a
pastor, Rathkeale, in the county of Limerick, then a neglected parish, with
,a large Protestant population. Guided in this, his first step, by the selfdevotion and singleness of purpose which ever dis~inguished him, he declined
many other openings more inviting, from a worldly point of view. Radford,
near Nottingham, was the next field of his labours, for a brief period. Leaving
this, he elltered upon the charge of Baggot Street Chapel, Dublin, in the
.absence, through ill-health, of Mr. VERSCHOYLE, afterwards Bishop of Kilmore.
In 1845 he accepted the curacy of Templemore, and the garrison chaplaincy there, whi<;h he filled for eight years. During this period he was
brought into claily personal contact with the harrowing scenes of the famine,
and the misery which he witnessed acted with terrible effect upon his deeply
sympathetic nature. Day alld night he laboured to bring help and consolation to all around him, knowing no distinction amid the common woe.
The unceasing strain of overwrought feeling and untiring exertions, mental
and physical, undermined a constitution hitherto unimpaired, and sowed the
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seeds of a lingering and painful disease, to which he has at length succumbed. In recognition of his valuable services at this time, the late
Bishop of Cashel, in 1853, presented him to the parish of IGlvemnon,
expressing at the time an earnest hope that the comparative ease of this
less arduous post would in time restore his shattered health. This implied
condition he loyally accepted, and ever looked forward to the time when
restored strength would permit of his returning to the field of more active
ministerial labour. Meanwhile his active mind found congenial employment
in an extended course of private reading, designed for future use in his
Master's service, as well as in the education of a numerous family.
At length he felt equal to the cha-rge of a large parish, and, in 1871,
at the earnest desire of the late Bishop, he accepted the incumbency of
Tramore, where he laboured for three years. On the sudden death of the
Rev. FRANCIS TEMPEST BRADY, in 1874, at the unanimous call of Bishop and
Nominators, he entered upon the final stage of his ministry in the parish
of Clonmel. It did, indeed, seem that, to recall his own words, this post
had been marked out for him in the providence of God. Twice, in the
early days of his ministry, he was offered the curacy of St. Mary's; and
subsequently, on more than one occasion, the late Bishop, who was always
anxious to see him here, offered to make arrangements which would have
resulted in his becoming Rector of the parish at an earlier period.
Perhaps the most distinguishing trait of his character was his single-minded
simplicity.
Guileless himself, he suspected no guile in others. He was
tender-hearted to a degree that caused him to feel the burden of troubles
that others less sensitive would lightly bear. He was stern in his devotion
to duty, and uncompromising in what he believed to be right.
His last illness was tedious and painful, but borne with Christian fortitude,
and with a cheerfulness wonderful to those who knew the extent of his
sufferings. His closing hours, however, were painless and peaceful-earnest
of the rest upon which he has now entcred. His oft-repeated desire that he
should" die in harness" was granted. '1'0 the last his thoughts were with
his work. It was his determination, had he been spared, to take part in
the Communion service to-morrow. Within a few moments of the end, he
inquired by name for each sick member of his flock. He alluded to the new
Hall, in which he took such a lively interest, as his only unfulfilled wish.
He then repeated the sacrcd words, "He that spared not His own Son,
but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not, with Him, also freely
give us all things '1 " In the words of his favouritc text, "He has fought
the good fight, he has finisllPd his conrse, he has kept the faith;" and
now with him, as he said with his last breath, "It is well."

The next friend of whom we have to speak is the late Rev. H. A.
to whom reference was made in our first article in the
December GOSPEL MAGAZINE, as Vicar of Charles Church, Plymouth.
For thirty-two years he filled this honourable position. A Plymouth
:ioul'l1al speaks of the departed in the following terms:GREAVES,

As ;m cal'llest, hard-working pastor of the old Evangelical school, he pursued
the (JVCll tenour of his way, doing much good and gaining universal respect.
'l'lle ollly llIatter over which he ever appeared as a controversialist, or took
part ill allY unpleasant proceedings, W(\S in connection with the 'I'ractarian
movclllollt, especially as represented by the late Bishop of Exeter. But his
blanwless life alld his great usefulness soon caused any ill-feeling which might
have beCll aruuseLl to subside, allLl his last years were years of uninterrupted
quiet.
He retircd from the Vicltrage of Charles in 1878, and was succeeded by
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the Rev. G. F. HEAD. Since then Mr. GREAVEf> has taken no part in public
meetings, except those in connection with t.he Female Penilenti"ry, of which
lw was the founder. For some time hIs strength has been gradually dccr"l1aing"
and during the last ten days he \Srew perceptibly weaker. Up to last Frillay,
however, he had been get.ting up as usual and coming downstairs On Frillay
he was too weak to leave his bed, and, about half-past. eleven that uight, 110
literally" fell on sleep," quietly passing away without pain or struggle. The'
immediate cause of death was dropsy.

vVe have now to add another to the departed friends beforenamed.
The late beloved Vicar of Wymeswold, Loughborough, tho I{ev. ItonImT
'WALKER, was called to his eternal rest on the 12th January, being the
12th anniversary of the death of his predecessor, the late Dean ALFORD,
Mr. WALKER first became known as a truly Gospel preacher-that is,
beyond the more immediate sphere of his labours-in cunsequence 01'
a Jetter he addressed to the Record newspaper, in Octobor, 1tl62. Thi~
remarkable letter, upon "Faith as the Gift of God," we recen tly
l'ej)U blished, with introductory remarks.
The beloved correspondent who first apprized us of the doath of this.
deal' servant of God quotes the following from a letter sho had just
received : " We were grieved on hearing this morning from Mr. BAJ N Efl that doal"
Mr. VVALKElt, of Wymeswold, was called home yesterday mowing, at two
o'clock a,m. Mr. .BAINES says: 'A blessed and solemn event is com
upon Uf>. Out' beloved friend and brother, Mr. WALKER, is with hi!'.
Gud and Saviour. He was as usual yesterday; felt a little poorly in
the evening, but did not go to bed j had prayer, took a good supper,
gilt upstairs with a little difficulty, and at two o'clock was quietly
called home.' Mr. BAINES foels it deeply. He loved him well, and sc>
did .Mr. WAU{ER Mr. BAINES. On Wednesday Mr. BAINES preached
from 'I will bless the Lord at all times: His praise shall ,continually
be in my mouth' (Psa,. xxxiv. 1). Mr. BAINES says dear Mr. WALKEH.
sat before him, drill king in every word, his eyes fixed. He said aftcrwards, 'You have fed me.' They did not meet again."
VlT e can only add, what a glorious transition was that with which our
uear brotheT VVALKER was favoured! Huw enviable! It reminds us much
of a very similar departure with wluch the aforementioned beloved
Dr. DALToN was indulged. As stated at the time, in this work, hc had
gone through his three Sunday services (includiog that of the Sundaysl:holll in the afternoon); had, upon retiring to rest, bade the domosties
]1is usual kindly" good night j" and, in about twenty minutes or' half-anh"m' afterwards, was peacefully takon home! It had boen his fervent
wish that he might pass away (were it tire Lord's will) after his Sunday's
lauolll's, so that he had his wish gratified.
Our next and last case shall speak for itself, in the annexed
from the son of tho nOW triumphant and glorified :--

le~ter

DEAR Sm,-I IHW0 felt a great desire for some little time past to write
you a few liues abuut my revered mother, believing that very few an~
called henc~ in a 1I10l'e blessed mallner. She attained the age of seventytwo years last Octu',CI', and en.inyel) very good health, on the a\'era~('. Fur"
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"Some time past she lud often expressed a wish to depart, 'tnc1 had given
me instructions how to 'tct. On the Glh December last, she li:td been about
her affairs as usual-of the two, more briskly, and seellled in excellent
health. At twenty minutes past one p. m. she was found lying prostrale,
quite dead. She had been sitting in her chair, reading God's Word, and,
we suppose, feeling unwell, had closed the book, placed her speet'lcles on
it, stood t,p, and was gone home! The doctor said it was quite iostantaneous, from apoplexy; and, from the position in which she was foulld, wc
fully believe she was gone bef"re she fell. Oh, what a change! I::icc7.i"rJ
God in His Word; the next moment, beholding Him "face to faco,"
without a veil between! Ea?·tI~ exchanged for heaven, time for eternity,
hope for full fruition, doubts and fears for never-ending bliss! Again, oh,
what a change! Can you wonder, sir, that my heartfelt exclamation was,
'''Thank God, she is gone home" ?
About half-past nine the same morning, an old friend called, and then found
her reading the Bible.
"Now, Mrs. S --," she said, "just sit down
while I read this to you." It wa, tho sermon on the mount. Aft.,rwards
she spoke to her of the vanity of this world's pursuits, and the little there
was to livo for out of Christ. The Sunday-week before, she was thinking
.about an elder sister who died some fifty years since, and of a hymn that
'-Was quoted to her by a friend-587 in "Gadsby's Selection "."Come, whosoever will,
Nor vainly strive to mend;
Sinners are freely welcome still,
To Christ, the sinner's Friend."
The memory was very sweet to her while on her way to chapel. \Vhen
service began, that hymn was given out first. Doubtless you can imao-ine
how her heart and voice sang then. Again, during the same week,oshe
was in great trouble about one thing and another. Matters seemed to be
.n.ll awry, when these words were given her: "Martha, Martha, thou art
·careful u.nd troubled about many things: but one thing is needful." Her
dear face shone while telling me this; and I can nmrer forget how she
looked, alld in what a bkssed manner she repeated the words; and 1
b.elieve the sweetness of them was with her to the last.
I have not written this to magnify the creature, but the grace thRt was
~n her.
Her d<tily home life proved the reality of her religion, which professor and profan~ alike acknowledge; yet she ofttimes wondered whether
.~he really possessed it or not.
Her Bible, Gadsby's Hymns, Philpot's
Letters, and the" Gospel Standard," comprised her library for daily use.
She often feared how it would be with her at the end, but. God was
better to her than her fears, in taking her suddenly and 'without pain,
either of body or that of parting, from her dear ones.
"Precious in the
£ight of the Lord is the deal.h of His saints."
For sev"ral days after, the words, "With God eternally shut in," were
'Continually ringing in my mind. Since then, my daily feeling has been one
of intense thankfulness that she is delivered from the body of sin and
<death, to be "fo,' ever with the Lord." "Let me die the death of the
righteous, and let my end be like hers." Amen.
I trust you will pardon the liberty taken in thus addressing you, though
persona.lly a stranger, through the medium of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. It
,aeems like writing to an old friend. Wishing you and yours every needful.
I remain, dear sir, sincerely yours,
blessing,
W. GALE.

To seek to the Recond means with the neglect of the first is tho
fruit of a falso faith.-Bishop Hall.
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!\tirhbJl;i anb ~lotic£s of ~O'ohs.
Sermon on the Death of Mrs. Garoline Farmcr Dale, of Glevedon Villtt,
Warwick. Setting forth the Doctrines of Grace. Preached at Christ
Church, Leamington, on Advent Sunday, December 3rd, 1882. By
the Rev. EDWARD WILKINSON, M.A., Ph.D. London: Shaw and Co.;
Leamington: Hamblin.
A CLEAR testimony, not only to the letter of the doctrines, but to
the grace of the doctrines, when applied to the heart and conscience
by the Holy Ghost. Speaking of the deceased, who, it appears, was
a most spiritually-minded person, the preacher S:1Ys, "I saw our
beloved sister the night before she was called up higher. . . . I think
the last text she gave me was, 'No weapon th:1t is formed against
thee shall prosper,' &c. The next day I receiv0d the intelligence that
her departure was at hand. I hastened to her bed-side, and breathed
many precious promises from God's vVord into her car, namely,
'Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,' &c.;
, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee;' 'I have loved thee with an
everlasting love,' &c.; and 'Chosen in Christ before the foundation of the
world;' 'Redeemed by Christ with an eternal redemption;' 'To-day
thou shalt be with Me in paradise;' , I have fought a good fight;' , Come,
Lord Jesus, come quickly.'
I then commended hol' soul into the
hands of her faithful Creator and most merciful Saviour. Rising
from our knees, I repeated to her the hymn by her favourite poet,
Swain, 'Oh, how the thought that I shall know,' &c." "With these
words sounding in her ears," adds the preacher, "she calmly fell asleep
in Jesus, for God took her. As soon as we perceived that her sod
was delivered from the burden of the flesh, and was in joy and
felicity with the spirits of those that had departed hence in the Lord,
we again knelt down to return God 'hearty thanks that it had
pleased Him thus to deliver our dear sister out of the miseries of
this sinful world, beseeching Him shortly to accomplish the number
of His elect, and to hasten His kingdom.'''
Tracts jar the People. By the Author of "N othin~ to Pay," "Divine
Dealings with a Child," &c. Oxford: J. v. Pemhrey.
THIS is another shilling packet of twenty-five, or second series of these
invaluable tracts. In days like the present, when the most soul· deceptive
and pernicious literatare is poured forth from the press like a mighty
torrent, and that, moreover, in the most attractive and insin1;lating
form, it does behove those who have the glory of God and the welfare
of their poor fellow-creatures at heart to be on the alert, and to do
what they can to frustrate the efforts of the adversary. . . . Whilst in
"the act of writing the foregoing notice, an elderly minister called
upon us, on purpose to ask what steps could be taken to suppress the
corrupt publications which are now being circulated, at the very
cheapest rato, among the young. The specimen which he brought
with him, in proof of the fact, was what had been given him by an
anxious mother. It was got up in the most crafty and subtle manner,
by means of which the most vigilant and wary might be thrown
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off their guard, and unsuspectingly admit to their homes that which,
in itself, was debasing and destructive to the last degree. Hence the
need of the utmost precaution, in order that the minds of the young
should not be contaminated. . . . The tracts before us present the
most matter-of-fact titles, and, humanly speaking, can scarcely be read
but with at least a measure of thoughtfulness and corresponding
searching of heart; and, in proportion as the heads of a family are
led to thoughtfulness and consideration, will a certain interest and
concern be awakened on beh~lf of its varied members. These tracts
are eminently calculated to awaken and to foster all such becoming
consideration and prayerful anxiety.

\
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Memoi1" of Isra,el Atkinson. By R. HODDY. London: W. Wileman.
THE life of a man of God, well written by the editor of the Gospel
Herald. It will, no doubt, be especially welcomed and valued by the
members of Mr. ATKINSON'S Hock at Brighton, and by others who had
the privilege of hearing him. Mr. ATKINSON'S origin was very humble,
and his educational advantages very few; but, in spite of these drawbacks, he attained to a superior position in the ministry. For twentyseven years he was pastor of Ebenezer Chapel, Hichmond Street, Brighton.
The story of his early struggles is very interesting, and some of his
"Occasional Thoughts" are striking, e.g., "God, by an act of sovereign
grace, laid the iniquities of His people on the sinless Surety; and
perhaps there is not a mrer evidence of interest in that wondrous
transaction than for the sinner to be found doing that by faith which
God has done by love."
"Fine words make miserable sermons, and
worse prayers. Simplicity and truth, if we would have our sermons
and prayers heard, must be the elements of both." "Christ and His
disciples, Christ anu His Church, are embarked in the same ship; the
safety, therefore, of His people and of Himself is identical." "God, for
Christ's sake, and with Christ, gives me all things freely; but He
gives me nothing cheaply. Every favour is given as freely as sunshine,
but at a cost as immense as the life of His Son. With this thought
I would be deeply impressed when I pray, finding that there is a
uanger of falling into a mischievous feeling, that mercy is as cheap as
it is free-a feeling that dishonours the Giver of mercy, lessens the
value of the gift of mercy, and prevents the receiver of mercy from
realizing experimentally the preciousness of mercy received."
Sorrow and Joy: A Declandion of God's Dectlings with EZlen Taylm".
.
Oxford: J. C. Pembrey.
ONE (to say the least) hopeful sign of the genuineness and reality of a
work of grace is, where the subject of it contimws in the service of a godly
master or mistress month after month and year after year. It bespeaks
the absence of that which characterizes those who are" given to change,"
and who are seeking for "new things" and "fresh lights." Now, we
learn that ELLEN TAYLOR was for" many years the faithful servant
of Mrs. GONNER, of Finchley Road, London, in whose service she died
December 5th, 1881." This speaks well both for mistress and maid.
It reminds us of one who for some thirty years (if we mistake not)
was in the service of our dear friend and brother Dr. HEwLETT.
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She lived and she died in his house. Personally, we love to recognize
the old faces of domesti<.:s and attendants. The pamphlet before us may
well be read with interest, as bespeaking, in her own plain and telling
;]anguage, the daily exppriences of one taught and trained by the Lord
Himself, in such a totally distinctive way from the noise and excitement of the sensational and superficial which for most part so painfully
characterize the religion of the present day.
Brief Account of the Life, Call to the lJ1in'istry, and Death of Samlfcl
Tttrne1', Forty-five years Minister of Cornmarket Chapel, Sunderland;
with Two Scarce and Choice Sermons. Saffron Walden, Essex:
R. Heffer.
A SHORT but refreshing account of the career of a well-taught and
@ost devoted servant of the Most High. One of the sermons heroin
,published, entitled, "A Place of Safety in Troublesome Times; being a
,Sermon Preached on a Day Appointed by Government for a General
Fast," might, in many respects, bear upon the times in which we live.
It is full of godly counsel, and indicates very clearly the sacred jealousy
;for God and truth which actuated the preacher's own heart, and led
to so faithful an appeal to his hearers.
Life and Love Records of the Lord's Gracious Dealings with Henricfla
Emily Benson. (Daughter of the late BERNARD GILPIN, M.A.) R. B.
Benson, Pulverbach.
'THERE is a depth and a power about this work which is nOlv rarely
to be met with. The insight into the sacred Word, and its special
:application from time to time in the experience of the departed,
!presents a striking feature in the book. Her career was fraught with
,the" line upon line, line upon line; precept upon precept, precept
'upon precept; the here a little and there a little." Thi;;; book will
/prove a boon to many of the Lord's tried and afflicted people. Hence
'we strongly recommend it.
1-'he Pj'odigal Son. Notes of a Sermon preached on Sunday Evening,
October 8th, 1882, at the Circus Church, Portsmouth, by the Rev.
WILLIAJ\1 LUSH, Rector of Snargate and Snave, Kent. Landport,
Portsea: Damp.
A MOST truthful testimony to the fulness and freeness of that Gospel
which is to be had "without money and without price," by all who
:are brought, by the Spirit's power, to the same blessed resolve as that
which prompted the poor prodigal to exclaim, "I will arise and go
to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against
heaven, and before thee; and am no more worthy to be called thy son:
make me as one of thy hired servants."
,Dospel Gems. A Collection of Notes of John Berridge. London: Edited
and published by W. Wileman.
'THESE "gems" will be highly valued by those to whom the memory
..of that blessed servant of God, the late J aUN BERlUDGE, is dear,
.inasmuch as they are culled from the margin of his own preaching
lIible. In itself this book is a valuable relic. The owner, therefore,
in a laudable desire that others should share with him the interest he
nelt in the book, has published these "gems" in a neat shilling volume.
It is worthy of a large sale.

I·

