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THE REBUKE AND THE REASON.
"Knowing the tim A , that now £t is high time to awake out of sleep:
Jor now is our sal'cation nearer than when we believed."-RoMA:C'l"S
xiii. 1l.
IN casually taking down the volume of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
for 1853, the eye alighted upon the above portion of the inspired
Word; and we thought that if, two-and-thirty years agoo, we
talked about "salvation"-that is, in its consummation and completeness-being then so much "nearer," what did it behove us
to say now, at so much later a period? If it became us to seek
to sit loosely to time-things then, how much more does it behove
us to do so' now? If then, by the lapse of time since our first
belief in, and reception of, the truth" it became us to seek to
"set our house in order," what shall we say now, when far above
the average of human life has since passed away? Oh, how
much "nearer" are we to an eternal world now than at the time
of which we speak ! Yet, alas! how difficult it is, in very deed,
to realize it! How true is the saying, "Men count all men
mortal but themselves" ! It seems so. hard to answer the inquiry" And must this bOly die1
This mortal frame decay 1
And must these active limbs of mine
Lie mouldering in the clay 1"

,

.

It is indeed difficult to regard it as a fact-that it must, in due
time, come to pass with respect to om'selves, even as in the case of
othe1'/>. It is a rule without any exception but in the case of
those who shall be upon the earth at the time of our blessed
Lord's second coming; then "they which are alive shall be
changed, as in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, and shall
be caught up to meet Him in the air; so shall they ever be
with the Lord."
And now, 0 my soul, may the L'wd the Spirit enable thee
F

66

The Gospel Magaz£l1C.

duly to consider the distance in and through the wilderness·
which thou hast already traversed. In contemplating this fact,
we feel, as it were, lost in wonder and amazement. When, by
the Spirit, as the Remembrancer, we are enabled minutely and.
deliberately to look back, we are astounded, more especially as we
think upon the many hair-breadth escl1tpes we have had, ,as bearing
upon our waywardness and,self-will. It appears to us as though we
never had had such a sense of this as of late. We are yet more
and more amazed as we contemplate the Lord's astounding goodness and mercy in this respect.
In some cases, the determination has been so great to, follow,
the bent of our own mind, be the consequences what they may;
and yet the Lord's most gracious preventing mercy-His practical
negative to our mental determination-His so merciful "Yow
shall not!"· to our resolute" I ~vill ! "-has been so marked. Oh,
what mercy! what love! what tenderness! We adD;1ire it now,
much as we opposed it then. Yea, now; we bless Him, praise
Him, adore Him, for the very things that then so vexed and
irritated, and the which we then thought so u~-Fatherlike, so
unworthy of His wisdom, His love, His goodness, as God.
By comparison, He has appeared to us, if possible, more
merciful and good and gracious in His withholclings than even in
His bestowings, because we now see what before we' failed to see,
namely, how those very things we so ardently desired and perseveringly sought after would have ministered to our injury, if not
to our absolute destruction, rather than otherwise.
Hence one sees now how little one is able to judge what is
really good for one's-self. How forcibly does it bring out the
declaration-" It is not in man that walketh to direct his steps"!
Yet, 'alas! alas! how prone one is to forget these lessons, significant as they have been! How much waywlJ:rdness and self-will
is, after all, pent up in the human heart, only needing a certain
position or circumstaiices to draw it forth! .
Reader, touching upon these creature-humbling facts, how often
we think of that Scripture-" Folly is bound up, in the heart of a
child; and the rod of correction will drive it far from him."
Sure we are that this statement holds good in children of older
growth, as well as the younger ones.
. But how strange that we should not only be such slow, but for'getjitl learners also! Hence the need of the same lesson being
taught us over and over and over .again-atleast, ~ve personally
'
find it so.
There is another fact, however, in rega!d to the teaching, and!
that is-these flesh-humbling discoveries help to disarm us of
criticism, and furnish plenty of work for what has been well called
"the home department." Sure we 'are that, the more we know
of ourselves, the less inclined we are to comment upon the short-
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comings of others. It is, therefore, a sorry sign-it. betrays a
want of self-knowledge-when others become so much the theme
of conversation.
How ~ittle heed, alas.! is .given to the Master's counsel-CC Judge
,not, that ye be not judged ;' for with what. measure ye mete, it shall
be measured unto you again."
.
Moreover, when·· permitted to fall into a criticising or carping
spirit, dearth of soul and spiritual deadness are sure to follow.
It is just in proportion as we are led into a discovery of our own
sins and s'\1ortcomillgs, we are diverted from others, and have the
less to think or say about, them.
Further, as we contemplate our advance in the wilderness, and
our consequent approach so lll;uch "nearer" the "house appointed
for all living," shall we be the less inclined to indulge in a line of
things which would serve to divert us from the all-important matter
of ~c setting our, houses in .order," and seeking to be in readiness
for the Master's call.
Again, the disposition to yield to the fault-finding of others
will receive a check, in so far as we are enabled to keep before
us the course we shall wish we had taken when our heads are
laid upon our dying pillows, and when we feel we are about to
be summoned to our great account.
Reader, these various reasons may, under God, stimulate us as
.we contemplate the, words at the head of this paper; but there
is one consideration not as yet named, in regard to the censure
or reproach of others-it is the reflection upon what Ohrist Rimself was called to endure as to slander and cruel accusation. The
more we consider the utter groundlessness of such charges against
Him who was Cc holy, harmless, nndefiled, and separate from sinuets," the less we shall think of what enemies may say of ourselves.
Under such an aspect, they-will f~ll powerless .upon one's heart.';
and this the more so ,if we take into account the fact that 'all
the evil. that may ha,:,e been' laid· to our charge bears no comparison to what the Lord. Himself might 'say of us were. He, as
the Searcher ·of hearts an!! the \Trier of. the reins of tlie children
of men, to reveal those sins of thought" word, and· action with
which HE is aequainted. Ah! dear reade;r, if we could but keep
this thought more prominently before us, oh, how would it, on
the one hand, check our vexation and mortified feelings, and, on
the other, fill us with grateful wonder and astonishment at the
Lord's kindness and forbearance, in hiding from others what we
even know of ourselves, to say nothing of what the Lord could
reveal, to our shame and confusion' of face, as to our mental sins and
Iniquities! 4nd let' us not forget how hateful and abominable
such .sins are in the sight of a pure and holy God. Do not, in
this respect, let us overlook the fact that even "the thought of
foolishness is sin "-yea, that" whatsoever is not of faith is sin."
I

·
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There is, moreover, another thought which may well serve to
check the too-freCJUfmt inclination to speak of, or find fault with,
others. It is the contemplation of the Lord's great goodness and
mercy, not merely in bearing with our manners in the wilderness,
but in regard to what He has been pleased to bestow. Most sure
we are that, could we have foreseen, in past years-and perhaps
when overwhelmed with care and anxiety, or it may be in times
of sickness and suffering-that we should have been led on and
on, 'supported and sustained, even l1p to the present momentyea, more, that we should have been situated as we now arethe very foreview of 'such a state of things would have filled us,
by anticipation, with adoring wonder, praise, and thanksgiving.
At the same time, how little we should have thought, prospectively, of matters which now probably cause us so much vexation!
How should we have reproached ourselves' at the veriest thought
of such trifles rousing within us that untowardness to which,
alas! we are too apt to yield! Ah! dear reader, how all these
things prove the fallen state and condition into which, by sin and
transgression, we have faUen!
Again, if we compare our present portion and allotment with
that of others, what grounds shall we discover-so much reasonfor the self-loathing and reproach of which we have spoken! Oh,
the intensity of trial and temptation-the poverty and privationit may be the sleeplessness and suffering-of which so many of
our poor fellow-creatures are the subjects, and yet so much of
which we are spared! At the same time, we are by no means more
worthy than they.
Reader, we do assure you, the consideration of these facts
humbles us in the very.dust before God. It leads us to the deepest
self-loathing, and creates within us an earnest desire that we
could personally realize that enviable state of mind which Job
was permitted to experience when, at the loving rebuke of the
Most High, he exclaimed, "I have heard of Thee by the hearing
of the ear, but now mine eye seeth Thee; wherefore I abhor myself,
and repent in dust and ashes." Oh, for more of that blessed selfloathing and abhorrence!
But now, as ihe Lord the Spirit may enable, we wish to consider
the language-" It is high time to awake out of sleep." Ah! yes,
indeed it is; and well may we reproach ourselves when we think
of the drowsy state of soul into which we have fallen, and that,
too, after all the teaching we have had. What varied and what
numerous lessons have been ours! What cautions and admonitions!
And yet, alas! in spite of all, how little have we heeded! To
what carnality and worldliness have we yielded! How much have
the concerns of this poor mortal state engrossed our thoughts. and
absorbed our time and attention! How divided our hearts! How
small a portion for God! how large that bestowed upon the creature!
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And this, moreover, in spite of the checks and remonstrances we have
again and again and again received at the Lord's hand! Who of us
dare attempt to deny the fact that so large a share of the reproach
pronounced upon the world rightfully belongs to ourselves? Speaking of the wicked, we read that "God is not in all their thoughts."
How small the proportion of time He engrosses our thoug-hts, not
to say, seccres our affections! Could we analyze the workings of a
day or an hour-not to speak of a longer period-oh, how very
small would. be the proportion of that day or hour in which the
Lord had been first and foremost in our thoughts! And then,
could we further analyze even that so small proportion, we should
find it was a selfish thinking upon the Lord. Those thoughts
would be grounded upon some felt want or necessity-basecl upon
difficulty or danger. So little should we have been actuated by
pure, so to speak, disinterested love! The more we thus tested
our thoughts and motives and desires, the less should we find of
that blessed estate which prompted the poet to exclaim" Yes, Thou art precious to my soul,
My transport and my trust;
Jewels to. 'l'hee are gaudy toys,
And gold is sordid dust."

Ah! reader, we know not how you may feel upon these grounds,
but we know one that is filled with self-reproach and indignation,
as he contemplates these plain and undeniable facts-this torpor,
drozl'siness, slumbering, -to say the very least.
Oh, the contrast now with "the first love" of a by-gone
period I
" What peaceful hours we then enjoyed
How sweet their memory still !
But they. have left an aching void
The world can never fill."

I

,i

~

If we Jl?ay speak personally,- we are bound to acknowledge that,
years and years ago, we never could have imagined we should loiter
and-linger upon the very brink of eternal bliss as, alas! we so constantly feel ourselves prone to do.
.
A little incident, that occurred many years ago, serves to remind
us of the state of loitering and lingering, or the worldly thoughts
and earthly-mindedness, of which we speak. We happened to be
passing in the rear of the General Post Office, in St. Martin's-leGrand, where stands (as many of OUT readers are aware) that costly
building, Goldsmiths' Hall. It was a gloomy, or rather, what we
:would term a regular London day. At the moment of our passing
the building in question, a group of boys were raking in the dirty
gutter for a something or other~some trifle, no doubt-that had
been lost. Thought we, " That is just like the worldling-aye, and
we might add, the believer himself-groping about in this poor
world, the same as these boys, unmindful of, and indifferent about,
i
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the priceless treasures (in a worldly point of view) that this building
hard by contains." But here the simile fails, because those poor boys
had no claim whatever upon what was treasured up in that Hall;
whilst, on the contrary, the child of God has a legal right and title
(through and ny grace divine) to that glorious inheritance which
is "incorruptible, undefiled, and, that fadeth not away." He is an
"heir of God, and a joint-heir with Jesus Christ," and yet, alas!
alas! like the poor boys of whom we have spoken, is too - often
found raking and groping among'the trumpery and the trivialthe vain and the worthless-of this poor, perishing world 1 Marthalike, "careful and troubled about many things," whereas but" one
thing is needfuL"
Ah 1 reader, how little we thought, well-nigh sixty years' ago,
that, when so much time had passed, and we' had so nearly reached
the border-Iand,we should still have to adopt the language of that
day as emphatically ,as ever-yea,' more so" See how we grovel here below,
Fond of these trifling toys;
OUI? souls can neither fly nor go
To reach eternal, joys.'
" Dear Lord, and shall we ever be
In' this cold, lifeless state 1
Our love so cold, so faint to Thee,
And Thine to us so great 1"

Dear reader, we dare not make pretensions to possessing, or
assume that we are in the enjoyment of, what we do not in very
deed realize. We must be honest in these matters; and, upon the
footing of these very j'lxperiences, express our deeper sense of the
fulness and the freedom of grace-rich, sovereign, unmerited grace 1
" Not of works." No, no-a thousand times, no 1
As far as memory serves, we never saw the completely gratuitous
and altogether unmerited nature of salvation to the extent we
see it now. It is such marvellous mercy 1 such boundless love 1·
such heights and depths, lengths and breadths, of goodness, kindpess, tenderness" and compassion! Well might the Apostle exclaim,
"0 the q.epth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge
of God! How unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways
past finding out" (Rom. xi. 33).
To prove, dear reader, that we are not alone in the experience
to which we have just given expression, as to the feeling of
sluggishness, unworthiness, and helplessness, we will quote from
a letter just to hand. The writer, who is verging upon her threescore years and ten, and who has known the Lord for nearly fifty
years, writes-'" I can truly say, I never came' to 'Jestts so much
as a little child as I do now, an aged pilgrim. I often seem to sink
into helpless weakness, wanting Christ more than ever every
moment."
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. The great Searcher of hearts knows that this· is precisely our
()wn condition, and that we can, in the utmost truthfulnel's and
'Sincerity, say" A guilty, weak, find helpless worm,
On Thy kind arms I fall;
Be Thou my Strength, my Righteousness,
My Jesus, and my All."

Yea, more.. We will add, as being likewise our own present expe··
lI.'ience, the humble lines which we wrot~ nearly sixty years agoI sin in thought, I sin in word,
I sin in all I do;
'Tis nothing but almighty grace
Can bring me conqueror through.

,
•

The advocates for perfection or improvement 'in the, flesh may say
what they pl~ase; this is our testimony. If, therefore, they are
Tight, I.()e are haplessly in the wrong! However, blessed be God,
there are times and seasons-an,d these, in spite of all, are not a
iew-when we can look up in His blessed face, as Peter did, and
:say, "Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou knowest that I love
Thee." Yea, we can appeal to Him, notwithstanding the
:strugglings for the mastery of our poor, fallen flesh, and exclaim,
"Do not I hate them that hate Thee ?and am. not. I grieved with
-those that rise up against Thee?"
Moreover, of this we are deeply sensible, in regard to that
... nearness" mentioned in our text-were we, under present circumstances, to realize it as fully in proportion to' what we have, in
years passed by, in anticipation, we' should be altogether unfitted for
,the duties which devolve, upon us. The poet has long since stated
what we feel in this respect'," Oh, could we die with those that " How should we scorn these clothes
.
of flesh,
die, .
These fetters and this load!
And place us in their stead,
How would our spirits long to fly,
And long for evening to undress,
And converse ;with the dead! .
That we might rest with God!
" We should almost forsake our clay
Before the summons come;
And long and wish our souls away
To their ete~'nal home."

Why, even now, in spite of all that we feel and all that we
fear, there are times when we can so thoroughly understand the
Apostle's "strait b'etween two, having a desire to depart and be
with Christ, which is far better." Yea, there are times and
seasons-especially in the pulpit.-:..when we long to be gone!
But for creature-ties, we have moments, when speaking of or to
our most blessed Lord-our loving and lovely Jesus-our precious
High Priest-our" Brother born for adversity"-our "Friend that
:sticketh closer than a brother"-when we feel, as it were, upon
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the eve of taki'ng' flight from earth, and all its toil and travaiL
One's whole soul see'ms entranced with the glory that is in
reserve. So intense is the longing to see our best -Beloved as Heis, in all His beauty and loveliness, that we linger at His feet,
and mentally cry, "Take me, Lord, take me! Let me flee from
thi8 pulpit into Thy blessed arms-to be caught up into Thy
gweet embrace, and to have done with self, sin, Satan, and the
world for ever!" At such times it is with, hesitation and reluctance we leave the pulpit, to .return again to the warfare of the·
wilderness. In thought and d-esire we tarry for a moment to see
if the Lord has heeded our petition, and to see if He will really
come and take us then and there to Himself!
Oh, how sacred -the privilege-how distinguishing the mercyhow great the indulgence-to be caught up from the earthly
sanctuary, and in the v.ery -act of worship, poor and imperfect
as that worship may be, to ~he temple above ,; and thus, in the
twinkling of an eye, and without all the, so to speak, preliminaries of a dying bed, to join the "general assembly and
Ohurch of the First-born, whose names are written in heaven,"
in ascribing ., glory and honour, dominion and power, unto Him
that sits upon the throne and unto, the Lamb faT ever and ever!"
" Oh, glorious hour l Oh, blest abode!
We shall be near and like our God;
N or flesh nor sense shall e'er control
'I'he sacred pleasures of the soul.
"There shall we see, and hear, and know,
All we desired or wished below;
And every power find sweet. employ
In t.hat eternal world of joy."

In thus expressing ourselves, we feel it would ill become us
to conceal the fact that whilst, on the one hand, longing to
be gone, we at the same time, in preaching, have realized, and
still do realize, an amount of freedom and liberty for which
we cannot be sufficiently thankful. Indeed, that very freedom
and liberty seem to be the only reason for which we hesitate,
at our advanced age, to resign the post we have so long occupied, in order to .give place to some one better qualified to meet
its claims. Did the Word rebound, instead of go forth, as it
does, and find an entrance to, and lodgment in, many a troubled
and anxious heart, it appears to us our way would be clear.
Whilst, therefore. such is not the case, we go forward, thanking
our God for· the blessed privilege extended to us for well-nigh
fort,y years of proclaiming His precious truth, without let or
hindrance, "no man forbidding us" (Acts xxviii. 31).
Se. Luke's, Beclminster, Dec. 2, 1885.
. THE EDIToR.
POSTSCRIPT.-Just as we had finished the above, we happened to
take up a sermon of Mr. SPURGEON'S, when the eye lighted upon

TIle Gospel Magazine.

73-

the following. The text was 1 Samuel xx. 3-" There is but astep between me and death." "The fact recorded is so striking,
and bears so much upon what we had just written, that we cannot
resist the prompting -to transfer it to these pages : c'l shall never forget," says Mr. SPURGEON, "one summer afternoon, when I was preaching in a village chapel about the joys of
heaven, that an elderly lady, sitting on my right, kept looking to
me with intense delight.
Some people's eyes greatly help the
preacher. A telegraph goes on between us. She seemed to say
to me, 'Bless God for that! How I am enjoying it !' She kept
dri nking in the truth, and I poured out more and more precious
things about the eternal world and the sight of the Well-Beloved,
till I saw what I thought was a strange light 'pass over her face.
I went on, and those eyes were still, fixed on 'me. She sat still
as a marble figure; and 'l stopped, and said, 'Friends, I think
that yon sister over there is dead!' They said that it was even
so, and they bore her away. She had gone!
While I was
telling of heaven, she had gone there; and I remember saying I
wished that it had been my case as well as hers. [We' wonder not at
your wish) dear brother. It most certainly would have ,been ours.En.], It was better not, perhaps, for many reasons; but oh, I
did envy her! I am always looking for the day when I shall see
her again. I shall know those eyes ; lam sure I shall. I shall
recollect that face, if in heaven she is anything like what she was
here, or bears any mark of identification. I shall not forget that
inward fellowship which existed between a soul that stood with
wings outspread for glory, and the poor preacher who was trying
to talk of that which he knew but little of, compared with her.
Well, well; it will soon be my turn. Good night, poor world!
It will soon be your turn, and then you shall say, 'Good night! '
Let us meet in glory. Let us meet 'in glory, for Ohrist's sake.
Amen."
, •• ,1

THE HOLE IN THE WALL.
LAny HUNTINGDON was on~e speaking to a workman who was
repairing a garden wall, and pressing him to take some thought
concerning eternity and the state 'of his soul. Some years afterwards, she spoke to another ,on the same subject, and said to
him, " Thomas, I fear you never pray, nor~ look to Christ for
salvation." "Your ladyship is mistaken," answered the .man. " I
heard what passed between you and James, at such a time; and
the word you designed for him took effect on me."
,. How did
you hear it 1" "I heard it on the other side of the garden, through
a hole in the wall, and shall never forget the impression I received."
Thus will the blessed Spirit even make His way .through the
hole of a wall, rather than an elect sinner 'should die unconverted.
-Toplady.
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VENERATING HEAVEN'S. DECREES.
:" Now ~herefore are we' all he1'e present bejOl:e God, to hear all things that
are commanded thee of God."-ACTS x. 33.
, [Tpis article will be written' at the request of kindred spirits, who heard
He has craved the help
·()f our Divine Remembrancer to reproduce the truths advanced, in which it
was his earnest desire to "venerate Heaven'g decrees." ~![ay the whole prove
the leading of the Holy Spirit, brin~ profit of soul to the Lord's redeemed,
.and glory to the precious nam,e of Jesus. J
~the subject enlarged upon from, the writer's lips.

Now,' our' portion is drawn from the Book called The. Acts of the
Apostles. Will ..you deem me censorious,if I say, I do not like that
title 1 And, in :,saying so, remember the headings 9£ the chapters of
"the Word of God are not God's words" but man's, therefore liable to
mistakes, 'as, for instance, the heading of the sixteenth chapter, where
it states in some of our Bibles, "Paul converteth Lydia."
Paul did
no such thing; it~vas the Lord, who opened Lydia's heart by the
Ipower of the Spirit. So we would rather this Book were called, "The
Work and Ministry of the Holy Ghost through the Apostles."
Let me prove my point. Our blessed Lord, ere He departed, procmi.sedJIis disciples that He .would send the Comforter, the Spirit of
Truth, 'who should lead them into all truth, and testify of Him.
~Now, see how He fulfilled that assurance. After His resurrection, He
'appears first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He cast seven devils.
The same day, in the evening, He breaks in upon His disciples in
-that upper room at Jerusalem; and mark what He did and said-" Peace
.be unto you: and He breathed on them, and said unto them, Heceive ye
the Eoly,Ghost." Then, not(l the declaration at the commencement of
the so-called" Acts of the Apostles "-" The former treatise have I made,
,0 Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, untH
-the day in which He was taken up, after - that He through the Holy
,Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom He had
-chosen." Trace on the further outpouring of the Holy Ghost on the
Day of Pentecost, when about three thousand souls gladly received the
'Word through the power of the Holy Ghost, one outcome of which
was, that they sold their possessions and goods, and " parted them to all
men, as every man had lleed,:' and" having land, sold it, and brought the
:money, and laid it at, the Apostles' feet." But there were two, Ananias
.and, Sapphira, husband and wife, who deceitfully kept back part of the
price of their.land. Mark Peter's words-" Satan hath filled your hearts
-to lie unto the Holy Ghost," bringing out the Personality of the Third
Person ,in the glorious Trinity, and; by the very expression, showing that
,the Holy Ghost was not a mere emanation or idea, but a reality-a Person.
·Go on to the choice of seven deacons to assist in .the cause of Christ.
They were to be "men of honest report, and full of the Holy Ghost
,and wisdom."
See what is said of Stephen, one of the chosen-" a
man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost"; and when that dear man
<of God for his faithfulness, suffered martyrdom, as the stones were
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hurled at his devoted head, he, "being full of the Holy Ghost, looked
steadfastly up to heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing
on the right hand of God." And so you might go on, chapter after
chapter, bringing out the power and ministry of the Holy Ghost,
proving our point-that the acts which followed were really the. acts of
.the Holy Ghost through the Apostles.
The same important truth will be seen in the narrative of which
<our portion is a part~ The scene is' laid. at two places-Cresarea and
Joppa~two very interesting ! places, about thi'rty-six' ·miles apart.
Cresarea was one"ofthose remarkable citie~ which rose in a short time
to magnificence and importance, and within its walls was the' stated
iesidence of the Pro-Consul. Now all is ruin upon ruin, and scattered
broken columns lie amidst the sea-weed and wild herbage of the
desolate plain. J oppa also was an interesting place. Here was a noted
harbour, with its long piers, constructed of large and rough stones, over
which the sea would play in fitful cascades.· Twice was this place
ta~en by the Romans-first by CESTruS, and lastly by VESPATIAN,
when over three thousand of the inhabitants were driven into the sea,
and perished amidst the boiling waves. Bible readers will remember
also,that the wood which was cut from Lebanon for Solomon's temple
was floated down to' J oppa. It was :als0 at· J oppa that J onah,
contrary to God's' command-Cl Arise, go to Nineveh "-found a ship
going to Tarshish, and fled from the presence· of 'the Lord, to·his cost.
. And now these two places referred to are the scene' of ,the movements
of a wonder-working God, to bring about the purposes, of His will,
which shall redound to His glory. At Cresarea" there was a certain
man called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band,"
that is, one who has the command of one hundred soldiers. He was
" a devout man, and one that feared God with all his house,' which gave
much alms to the p'eople, and prayed to God alway." . It may be,asked,
"Then what more did he want 1" Ah! an all-seeing .God ,knew that
he wanted something more, even the outpouring of the 'Holy Ghost.
And is not this just the position of thousands in the present day 1
They are amiable, benevolent, kind.hearted men, ready to help the
poor, and join in any benevolent action for the good. of others. We
cannot but admire their characters; yet there is one thing lackingtheir hearts have not been touched and melted by the Holy Ghost.
And it was just to bring Cornelius to this, that the Lord worked in
Eis own sovereign way. An Angel appears to him in a vision. Mark
how he recognizes who this Angel is. He says, "What is it, Lord 1"
~nd the Lord tells him how his outward conduct has been recorded,
but bids him "send men to J oppa, and call for .one Simon; whose
surname is Peter; he lodgeth with one Simon a tanner,' whose house
is by the sea-side; he shall tell' thee what thou oughtest to do."
Now do mark, beloved, how special is the direction, of the' Lord,
,and how it brings out this' cheering fact-that the Lord knows the
very house in which His own live-yea, it may be' only a lodging.
God knows that lodging-yea, He knows everything about the life of
each one. We may well take the very details of every-day life to
the throne of grace.
Now, "when the Angel which spake unto Cornelius was departed, he
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called two of his household servants, and a devout soldier of them
that waited on him continually; and when he had declared all these
things unto them, he sent them to Joppa."
Now change the scene to Joppa, and note the links of God's providence. While, on the morrow, the faithful trio are proceeding to the
sea-side place, "Peter went up upon the housetop to pray"; and
becoming very hungry, he "fell into a trance, and saw heaven opened,
and a certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been a great sheet
knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth: wherein were all
manner of. beasts, creeping things, and fowls of the air"; and a voice
bade him "arise and eat." Hedged up with all the prejudices of a Jew,
he said, "Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common
or unclean"; and the voice repeated, "What God hath cleansed, that
call not thou common or unclean."
What did this sheet let down from heaven represent 7 I think the
Church of God. In it were all manner of things-ah! and "creeping
things," like you and me-but all of them, however despised, were
cleansed by God. So is every 011e of His lowly ones-cleansed by
His sanctifying grace.
.
Then notice, the sheet was "knit at the four corners." "I will
say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring
My sons from far, and My daughters from the ends of the earth."
'.' Many shall come from the east, and from the west, and shall sit
down with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven."
Such is the constitution of the Church of God-sinners brought from
the four corners of the earth.
.. And then note another feature of this great "sheet knit at the
four corners." It was "let down to the earth"; therefore, it came
from heaven, and it "was received up again into heaven." So is the
Church of God; its. origin, plan, and design are in heaven. It is let
down to earth, receiving within its folds the cleansed and elect of
God, and it will be received up again into heaven when every vessel
of mercy is gathered in.
. And then yet note another significant point, to my mind. The
voices were three. "There came a voice." Whose voice 7 The Eternal
Father's.
The voice spake the second time-" What God hath
cleansed," &c.-the voice of the Second Person in the glorious Trinity,
referring to God the Eternal Father; and the voice came the third
time, which was doubtless the voice of the Holy Spirit, proclaiming
the fact that the salvation of the Church is the work of the Eternal
Three.
But to condense. All that went on at Cl:Bsarea and J oppa was to
prepare Peter to preach the Gospel to Cornelius, and Cornelius to
receive that Gospel with joy, through the pouring out of the Holy
Spirit; so that, when the meeting takes place, Cornelius says to Peter,
in the language of our portioR, "Now therefore are we all here
present before God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of
God."
In order to be clear, look with us, beloved1. At things, 01' truths, commanded of God to be delivered.
n. How those tndhs are to be declared-fearlessly, as before God.
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In. The l'eception of such tndhs, sealed home by the power of the Holy
Ghost.
IV. The blessings which follow the l'eception of the truths commanded by
God to be declal'ed.
1. We take our Bible to declare truths commanded of God. The
Bible being His revealed will to His people, by such truths we stand
Qr fall. Nay, I recall that last word, for fall we never can with such
truths as our stay and stronghold.
If we refer again to Peter's sermon and his after declarations, we
shall find that the chief truth he proclaimed was, the atonement of Chri8t.
Oh, wonderful plan of salvation-the divine appointment of the great
Sacrifice for sins, the Victim whi~h infinite wisdom appointed being
no other than the co-equal Son of God! What a marvellous stoop!
What unparalleled love! "Not that we loved God, but that He loved
us, and sent His Son. to be the Propitiation for our sins." Some have
dared to speak lightly of what they call "a bloody sacrifice." Let
such know that" without the shedding of blood there is no remission,"
and a man who ignores God's plan and a Saviour's vicarious sacrifice
has his sins upon him. Woe be to that man who has to face his
Maker in such a condition!
Then, surronnding this fundamental truth are others of a most
important character, for, as 'the sun is the centre of the solar system,
and all the planets in their course revolve round it, so the atonement
-of Christ is the grand centre of the solar system of truth, around which
all the other grand truths cluster.
For instance, I take my Bible, and therein I find commanded of
God to be declared that grand fundamental truth of the Tl'inity in unity
and unity in the Trinity. I know it is said, "You cannot find the
word Trinity in the Bible." No, it does not require to be, for it is a
self-evident truth running like a golden chain throughout the Word.
Why, we find it in the first chapters of the Scriptures and the last
chapter of Revelation, and interspersed and cropping up throughout,
sometimes where unexpected by the superficial reader.
We have said, it shines forth in the first pages of the Bible, even
in tLe description of the work of creation-" And God said, Let Us
make man in Our image and after Our likeness" (note the plurality of
Persons); while concerning the waters it is written, "And the Spirit
()f God moved upon the face of the waters."
Trace on again in the
giving of the manna to the children of Israel. Where did it come
from 1 Even from heaven. Who gave it 1 The Eternal Father. What
did it set forth 1 The Second Person in the glorious Trinity, the
divine support of His people. "And when the dew [the Holy Ghost]
that lay was gone up, behold the manna was upon the face of the
wilderness." Again, at the baptism of our Lord, a voice from heaven
was heard. Whose voice 1 The Eternal Father's. What did the voice
'say 1 "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." "And··the
heavens were opened, and there was seen the Spil'it of God descending
like a dove and lighting upon Him."
Again, our blessed Lord taught this divine truth Himself. Take, for
instance, His three parables in one chapter: the lost sheep-the
work of Christ, who came to save His lost ones; the searching for
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,the piece of money-the work of the Holy Spirit searching amidf?t the
rubbish of the fall for the poor sinner who is a vessel of mercy for
the Master's· use; and the prodigal. /3on received with open arms by
.
:.
his heavenly Father.
Then, again, the same truths crop up in the voices heard in the
letting down from heaven of the sheet already ref('lrred to.
And,not to enlarge, we have said, the doctrine of the Trinity shines
forth in the last chapter in the Bible-" If any man shall add unto
these things, God the eternal Father shall add unto him the plagues
which are, written in. this Book"; "The grace of our Lord.Jesus Christ
be with you all" (the Second Person in the Trinity); "And the Spirit
[Third Person] and the bride say, Come! "-a point always precious
to the writer, that the bride, in unison with the Spirit, say, "Come!"
bringing. out the fact that _the· spiritual Chu;rch and every spiritual
member thereof is wrapped up in the Deity.
,
Have we not, then, proved our point, that this blessed and fundamental truth of our most holy faith is, like a vein -of gold, running
.
through all the other treasures of God's Word 1
But again. I take my precious Bible, and see therein commanded to·
be declared the all-important doctrine of the divine sovereignty of Jehovah,.
"who doeth as seemeth Him good in the armies of heaven and among
the inhabitants of the earth." His sovereignty is exercised in creation,.
providence, and grace.
"And He. created all things by the word of
His power"; and a so-called religion that does not trace all to this.
power, in its beginnings, sustainings, and endings, is a worthless thing.
For one, all I know and have realized, I can experimentally declare to·
be a matter of divine sovereignty and power.
Nothing can be more to the point than the sublime language of thelate JOSEPH· IRoNs-

I
'~I

" The ~aring worm who lifts his puny arm
Against J f,1hovah's sovereignty. attempts
No' less than that which hurled from heaven above
Apostate arlgeIs to the lowest hell!
':A King, and not to reign 1 Preposterous thought !
~ A God and not a King 1 Strange Deity!
Such are the Pagan gods ;' such is not mine.
I own, adore, ,and love the mighty God
Whose will controls all worlds, whose, high decrees
Fix bounds to time and destiny to souls.
> He 'took my (na~ure, guilt, and shame unasked, '
And gave me righteousness and life unsought;
He bows, He melts, He hardens whom He will,
Nor of His matters gives account to man."

And then again, in. taking my Bible in my hand, I love to declarefrom it that the divine sovereignty of JehQvah h:J,s been manifested
especially in the covenant of gmce, wherein 'we find the grand stipulations
between the Persons of the adorable Trinity, in which all that relates
to the great work of redemption has been planned, purposed, and
Ah! what a basis,
provided by infinite wisdom and sovereign love.
beloved! What safe and sure standing is this! What abounding consolation! The fluctuation of frames and feelings may- be constant, doubts,
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and fears many, foes aboundin,g, but the, ,covenant, God declares, He'
Hwill not break, nor alter the thing that 'has gone out of His mou,th."
Here I rest. , The cre:;tture nothing; the Creator, the Designer ;th&
poor sinner, the ov~rwhelmed reCipi~nt. " 0l:f;,, t.9.' grace how; great a
debtor!"
' . "
And then, surrounding these fundamentaltrutps lj.re other tl'uths,
:r:evolving, as it were, as the plan~ts revolve rou.nd the stars. For instance, from God's Word we draw. the precious doctrine of sanctijication~
bearing, as it does, this th:ree-fo~d'asped. First, the sanctification, or
setting apaJ.;t, by God of It people lfnto. Himself from all eternity~,
chosen vessels of mercy for .the Master's 'use; secondly, the sanctifica~
tion, or st~nding in Christ, H';wqepte<;l, in : the Beloved/' who is "made·
~nto . us ",jsdom, righteousness, /f0n,ctijication" and, redemption "-we:
l:>lack, in and .of ourselves, but "Gomely th:r:ough the comeliness ~~
hath put upon us"; thirdly, the ~auctificatio!! of the life---:not a progressive sanctification, whereby the creaturl'l gets better, ,un~il he walks.
in a pathway of holine"s, which is not Scriptural truth; but the ruling:
and reigning of "the Stronger, Ml)-n .a,rmed," whereby, He keeps down
the ten thousand evils within and without, and thrqugh who~ we grow
in grace and in the knpwledge of ourselves fts poor, helpless creatures,
and in the knowledge of Him who is the" All and in' all" of, our
salvation.
Then, linked on to sanctification . is justijication. Our covenant
Head, having fulfilled for us all the conditions of the law, we are
"justified freely by His grace, through the redemption which is in Christ~
Jesus," and "there is therefore now no condemnation to them that are
in Him."
' .
In such a standing, too, He is our righteousness, imputed to us.
" Take away his filthy gar~ents, and put. upon him change of
raiment; for their righteousness ,is, pf Me," s;:tit],l the Lord. "Bring
forth the best robe, and put' ~~on hi~;, ror this; My. son ~as del+d,
and is aliv:e again; he was 10,st,pnd is f0l:\nd.~' . '
'
. Such. standing also brings o;ut, ~h~ _precio,;s fact of union to an~ with
our living Head-a union no; po~er _,6~ ~he" e\trth .~or under the
earth can destroy, for "'Yhq o~. w.ha;t', c~nsep~rate us, frop;t, the lpve of
Christ 1"
.
..
- .
Such union also is linked, on i~another very" precious doctrine,
namely, God''tJ. sovereign, electing love; and: 'choice of peop1e 'lI;nto Himself"
"whom He hath chosen frop,) the beginning -to salvatIOn, through
the sanctification of the Spirit and belief, or the truth." I often, think
this doctrine is like a bar rat t,he entrance of, a port' or harbour.
All outside is 'ruffled and unsettle9,; but, once get within, and tht:l
bar becom~s a comfort, protection, and se,curity.
Well, beloved, I dare not venture at this time upon further truths,..
commanded of God to be declared. They will .be remembered and
rejoiced in by every grace-taught soul. 'We have reminded you, with
the Word of God in our hand, of the glorious doctrine of the Trinity,
the atonement, the divine sovereignty and power of J ehovah; of the
covenant of grace, of sanctification of the Spirit, of justification, of
union with Christ, and of eternal, electing love. I know this is old'
divinity, but it is as superior to modern theology as old wine of the.

a
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choicest vintage to the decoctions placed upon our grocers' lists, and
called wine.
And now, how are these truths commanded of God to ·be declared?
Why, as' before Him-fea1.zes~ly and boldly. We are not to be ashamed
of them, or He will be ashamed of us. We are not to keep back
part of the counsel of God through the fear of man. God will not
own s.uch Christ-dishonouring servants; but, alas! they prevail in our
days alarmingly. They are in fear of this parishioner or the other
pew-holder. " 'What will Mr. So-and-so say ~ " or, "I shall have the doors
of such-and-such an one shut against me." 'What has a servant of God
to do with consequences ~ He is to declare truths commanded of God,
and leave the issue with Him.' To pare down truth to suit surrounding
circumstances, is doing despite to the 'plans and purposes of Jehovah.
Are they in the Word, which is God's revealed will ~ Woe be to
that unfaithful shepherd, then, that hides the truth of God!
The
Apostles did not do so. They were prepared unflinchingly to do as
they were commanded by God. They did do so, and precious souls
were saved thereby, and Christ glorified.
And this brings us to our third point, namely, the reception of the
truths commanded by God to be declared,"sealed home by the power of the
Holy Ghost. 'When the Holy Ghost takes a poor sinner in hand, one
of the first things He dpes with. him is to "convince him of sin," and,
in .so doing, leading him into the recognition of the fall of our first
parents, and its consequence upon their posterity. It is most important to be right on this point, for wrong here, wrong everywhere in
the matter of our eternal salvation. The fancy that there is something good in the creature is the germ of the abundant crop of
religious errors we are surrounded' with in the present day. God
placed our first parents in. the Garden of Eden under a covenant of
works, to' show us the total frailty of man by nature to keep the
most simple condition of that' covenant. He· knew that they would
break it, and we know that they have'; and He thus paved the way
to bring out the necessity and 11;10ry of the covenant of grace. The
former was made between God and man; the latter between the
Persons in the glorious Trinity,'· Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Ruin
firat, remedy afterwards, is God's order.
The fall brought in all the sin 'and woe we are the subjects of, and
through it man is "born in sin and shapen in iniquity." He cannot
receive the things of God, which alone are "spiritually discerned."
Yea, by nature he is positively opposed to them, and·" every imagination of the thoughts of his heart is evil continually," and "the carnal
mind is enmity against God"; so' then, when'the Holy Ghost, at the
set time, takes in hand, as we have' said, tIle poor sinner, He strips
him of 'his preconceived goodness, brings him into nothingness of spirit,
convinces him of the character and guilt of sin; and then, leading him
to the divine remedy, gives life to discern and faith to grasp at
Jesus as the only salvation" In Adam's death I died;
In Adam's fall I fell ;
In Jesus Christ, the Crucified,
I'm saved from sin and hell."
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The soul thus quickened into newness of life, and receiving that
faith which is "the gift of God," has seen now enough of Christ to
make him long for further unfoldings. But often there intervenes
clouds and misgivings, and he wants token upon token that all he
is experiencing is a reality; and the Lord has not left us without
such tokens. Let us point to a few, by way of encouragement.
The reception of truth by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the
way expl-ained, brings to a deep acquaintance of ourselves. I do
not say all at once. Far from it. We are learning this more and
more daily. As the sunlight of truth sheds its rays within, we
discover sin and the exceeding sinfulness of sin, deepening the
lesson, "By grace are ye saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God."
Then, it brings tlIe recipient into deep contrition of heart before God,
and we are humbled and crumbled in the dust of self-abasement, that
our gracious ,God should show love, favour, and mercy to such unworthy
sinners.
•
,
Again, it brings into humility of spi1·it. Pride, that hateful thing, is
kept under-not all at once, for it needs an immense deal of crushing.
Still, in some measure, the spirit is bowed and humbled.
And then, it drives to the throne of grace-to constant upliftings of
heart before God; to a living in the element of prayer; to the constant
cry of the ;new life.
And 'further, it makes us pant and long for spiritual things. We
cannot now live without the unfolding of the Word. We pant for the
pure 'ministry of that Word, and we love the brethren who can tell us
of the' preciousness of Him who is the Sum and Substance of the Word.
Now, these are a few of the tokens of the reception of truth sealed
home by the power of the Spirit. Many more might be added. But
do they, dear reader, find a response in your soul 1 If so, depend upon
it, the Lord has placed you in His family circle.
Doubting one, fearing one, trembling: one, say-are not such truths
your joy and, rejoicing 1 Can you go in for any other than gmce-satu1'ated
truths 7 Will free-will do for you 1 Will creature merit suit you 1 Will
a round of duty-faith satisfy you 1 Will outward observances and socalled sacraments bring you into peace 1 No, no! You feel these things
will not do for you.' You must have the old covenant verities of the
Gospel. It does not suit your spiritual appetite to drink of the religious
world's mixtures. You must have the pure wine of the everlasting
Gospel of Christ. You will then be prepared to go, lastly, with us
intoThe blessings which follow the reception of the tndlM commanded by God
to be decla1'ed. Verily they are innumerable. We can only mention
a few, without comment, for want of space.
'
The reception of the truth of God in the 'heart will bring a man to
a safe and sure standing-will prove a comfort and consolation to him
amidst the conflict of life-will become a stay and support to him in
the hour of sorrow and affiiction-willlay the creature in the dust and
exalt a precious Christ in his experience-will endear the Lord Jesus
to him as the Author and Finisher of his salvation-will bring him to
"a peace of mind which passeth understanding." They are truths with
G
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which to meet the adversary of our souls, and which he knows, well
enough he cannot gainsay. They will do for a, dying pillow, and they
will bring to heaven's joys in a Saviour's presence.,
Dear reader, in conclus~,on, I ask you, Have I declared things and
truths as commanded by God 1 I can read my Bible in no other way,
nor do I desire to do so; and, if God's truth is declared, however
feebly, His promise is, "It shall not return unto Me void." May He,
then, own and bless this fresh desire to honour Him and to,venerate
those heavenly decrees He has given us in His Word.

G. C.

Bt{rton-on-Trent.
PLEAS AND PROMISES.

"The darlcness and the light are both alilce to Thee."-PsALM cxxxix. 12.
My way is dark, I cannot see
One step upon the road;
Therefore I stretch my hands to Thee;
. Take them in Thine, 0 God!
I fear lest I should miss the way,
And to the tempter fall a prey.
My child, though dark as night
Thy way at times may be,
The darkness and the light
Are both alike- to Me.
Sometimes, 0 Lord; to make me right,
I try to read Thy Book;
And for my profit pray for light
Before I therein look :
But, while I'd search this blessed mine,
r see no golden treasure shirie.
Fear not, dear soul, 'tis right
For thee to search and pray;
Through ,darkness' as tlll;ollgh
light
Thy God can make His way.
Lord, pardon me for what r say,
. :B'or still I would confess
The darkness sometimes of my way
Is not my sole distress:
Thy path as well I cannot trace,
N or see the way' of sovereign grace.

Yet, child, My way is right;
Oh, trust Me, and be still !
By darkness and by light,
I must perform My will.
Dear Lord, another scene r view,
Which makes me feel undone.;
My sins, which are of hellish hue,
Seem to eclipse my sun:
And in this darkness, worst of all,
To Thee I groan, but scarce can call.
Poor soul, on sin's sad blight
Let not thy spirit brood;
J
Through darkness and through
light
'
I see the precious blood.
Trust, then, through all ,thy pilgrim-

age
Thy near, though unseen, Lord;
While fixed within the sacred page,
, Behold this cheering word
Which says so soothingly to thee,
That in the dark thy God can see.
Though in the thickest' night
Thy feet may sometimes roam,
Through darkness and through
light
J;
Thy God shall bring thee home.

A WHOLE-HEART,ED sinner will never know anything of a full Christ:
I SEE in this world two heaps-one of human happiness, and one
of human misery. Now, if I can take but the smallest bit from the
second heap, and add but a little to the first, I do some good. If, as
I go home, a child has dropped a halfpenny, and, by giving it another,
I dry its tears, I feel that I have done something. I should be glad
indeed to do great things, but I will not neglect such little things as

these.-John Newton.
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'iilgrim 'iautrs .
THE SUPPLIANT SATISFIED.
" The prayers of David, the son of Jesse, are ended."-PSALl\I lxxii. 20.
VARIOUS are the opinions of the learned as to whether this Psalm
{though not placed by our translators as the finale of the Psalms of
David) was or was not the last effusion fr()~_\ his' exercised heart.
Be that as it may, it contains much that is precioul' to the wilderness wanderer, and its close suggests many a sweet thought to those
who have been bereaved of some beloved fellow-traveller, and who
now mourn in loneliness and isolation.
Two thoughts are very prominent in this precious verse, namely,
first, that David was a praying man,. and secondly, that his prayers
,had an end. The Lord help us for a moment to consider them.
May His gracious Spirit enlighten our understandings, open our eyes,
.and comfort our hearts.
The name "David " signifies "the beloved," and in him we have
;a beautiful type of the Church, the eternally.loved one of the
lFather, the bride elect "after His own heart." In one portion
or another of his inspired songs Or sighs, every individual member
{)f the family of J ehovah is able to trace his own experience. Here
we are reminded that David was "the son of Jesse." He was
·ever conscious of. his natural relationship, though he' could claim
J' ehovah as his own covenant God and Father. David, the Lord's beloved, was David the sinner to the end. It has ever been a
profitable exercise. to the Church to refer to. her origin, and to
remember her natural condition; hence the Prophet, by the teaching
(jf the Holy Ghost, counsels the Old Testament saints to " look uuto the
rock whence they were hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence they
were digged" (Isa. li. I); while the Apostle, when he would keep in
the memories of the Corinthian Church their own absolute unworthiness, and to magnify the riches of that grace which can reach even
the most deeply-dyed sinner, writes thus-" And such were some of
you, but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified., in the
name of the Lord. Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." Yes, very
frequently he reminds tlie saints of what they were previous .to their
calling-" Dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. ii. I); "Foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures" (Titus iii. 3);
"Alienated and enemies in their minds by wicked works" (Col. i. '21),
walking and living in uncleanness and ungodliness. Oh, the riches of
that grace which can stop poor sinners in their mad career" Give a new heart, renew the will,
And turn the feet to Zion's hill."

Yet be it ever remembered that the old carnal nature is never taken
away and never changed, but only "kept" in subjection by "the
power of God."
.
But we must hasten to notice, first, David's prayers. To all who
regard the Scriptures of truth as the Word of God-to all who rely
G 2
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upon their teaching as an infallible guide-it is very evident that
David the shepherd and David the king was a praying man. It was
in the name and power of the Lord. of Hosts that he confronted every
enemy, from the moment he stood unmoved before the scornful champion
of. Philistia till he laid his weary head down for the last time with
the words, "Although my house be not ,so with, G09, yet He hath
made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure;
this is all my salvation and all my desire." He prayed ,from absoluto
necessity. As the loving yet feeble child looks up to the fatheras the fond wife longs for communion and fellowship with her husband
-as the weak and ignorant scholar seeks earnestly for' the instruction
of its teacher-so did the heart of David go for:th in desires, cries. and
longings to his God, and, so will the heart of every eternally-loved
child in the family of grace go forth when conscious of its deep,
deep poverty, absolute destitution, and perfect helplessness. Spiritual
life may be at a very low ebb-even desires may sometimes all but
fail-but the eternal Spirit will so operate in the soul that it shall be
made conscious of its need, and taught tp cry to the Strong for renewed
energy and power.
Yes. in times of w~akness it must seek for
divine strength; in times of sorro,,, it will long for divine consolations;
in times of misery· it cannot but sigh for divine mercy; in times of
failure and sinfulness it sha,ll 'desire' divine forgiveness. The living
child of the living God prays not as a duty, but as a precious privilege; and, because prompted and compelled by Omnipotence, it must pmy.
Find a sinner quickened into divine life, an:! there you find a praying
soul. "Behold he prayeth!" was the word of the Lord to Ananias
in a vision, concerning him who until then was the blood-thirsty persecutor 'of' the early Christian Church. , As the healthy child cries, as
the living child breathes, as the sick and feeble one groans, so will
the living soul cry, breathe, or groan out its complaint and misery
before the mercy-seat..
,
It may be that many a weary' sinner will be writing bitter things
against himself, because ofttimes he would, ,but cannot pray. Well, we
will endeavour to point out, for the comfort and consolation of such
burdened ones, that very frequently prayer exists when, according to
natural judgment, there is none.
Much is heard in these days from Papists, Ritualists, and others, of
what they term "aids to devotion." Pictures, images, and music are
said to exert a certain influence over the I\linds of men, and to fill
them with reverential awe and deep devotion; but the Lord's poor
people know of no such aids to spiritual worship. They know of no
power to produce a prayerful spirit in their souls but the powe1' of
the Holy Ghost, without whom no acceptable prayers can be presented
to Jehovah. Come to that precious chapter to poor dumb sinners,
the eighth of Paul's Epistle to the Romans, and there we have the
revelation of the Christian's "aid" in, not to, "devotion "-" Likewise
the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities j for we know not what wo should
pray for as wo ought; but the Spirit Himself maketh intercession for
us with groanings which cannot be uttered" (vel'. 26). Oh, what a
glorious truth-" the Spirit helpoth our infirmities"! ." What!" exclaims tho proud free-willer, "are you the subject of such infirmity
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that you cannot pray 1" Yea, dear reader, such is the experience of
the tried and tempted followers of 'the' Lamb. 'Ofttimes they know
not what they should pray for as they ought. Their groallings are
unutterable; they cannot order their speech by reason of darkness;
they seek water, and find none, and their tongue faileth for thirst; yet
even then their gracious God "will hear," and will not forsake. He
will hear their covenant Head speaking for them before the throne,
and He will hear His Spirit speaking in them "with groanings which
cannot be uttered."
,
Oh, weary sinner, does not thy ,heart bound for very joy at the
manifestation of grace so full and, free as this 1 Often and often thou
dost bow thy knees, full of necessity and laden' with deep desire, but
words all fail. Every attempt to unbosom thy heart-sorrow seems fruitless, and thy tongue cleaves to the roof of thy mouth. None bu.t the
Eternal Spirit knows then tIre depth of thy necessity; none but Himself can understand thy spiritual languor and distress. Then it is that
thou dost learn the sweetness 6f those precious words" And if in lonely places,
A fearful child, I shrink,
He prays' the prayer within me
I cannot, ask or think.
'
" The deep,,- uospolfen language
Known only to' that love
Which fathoms this heart's mystery
. From the throne of light 3 hove."

That such was sometimes the experience' of the Psalmist, we have
ample proof from his own writings. There were times when ,he could
only" pant," as the deer worn out with the chase, after the living God.
There were times when he could only say, "All my desire is before
Thee, and my groaning is not liid from Thee"; and when he sighed,
"I am weary with my cryi~g ': my throat is dried "-as though he would
say, '.' I can say no more, but lie at· Tj:ly feet and wait for the Sun of
Righteousness to arise upon my desolate soul." Yea, he says, "I am
so troubled that I cannot speak:'" But, blessed be God, there were
times, too,' when the spirit of grace and supplication seemed poured
out upon him, and when he could say, "It is good for me tO,draw
near to God," and when confession,' supplication:, and adoration went
forth from his exercised heart.
Very frequently we hear of "the power of prayer," and 'many of
the Lord's dear people are left to the unscriptural notion that their
poor feeble petitions can alter the divine. purpose.. Dear reader, we
believe that prayer can never alter a single purpose of J ehovab,
though ofttimes He may appear. to change His course of, dealing in
answer thereto. Oh, no! "Divine decrees remain unmoved." "With
Him is no variableness, neither shadow of turning" (James i. 17).
"God is not a man, that He should lie; neither the son of man, that
He should repent," or change His mind (Num. xxiii. 19). Think
you, beloved, that the importunity of that poor woman who begged
Him so earnestly to 'cast the devil out of her daughter altered His
purposes of love and mercy to her 1 Oh, no! His purpose ever was
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one of blessing to htlr, but He would have her plead more earnestly;;
He would intensify her desires after His salvation; He would manifest
to all around that her faith was of His own operation; and, while
He seemed to repulse her every entreaty, He was but secretly
drawing her nearer to Himself, and preparing her for the blessings,
He had ever had in store for her. Yes, in every case, the cOllrse of
dealing which shall draw forth earnest desire from the heart of His
child is for an appointed season. The child is brought by those very)
dealings to cry earnestly and imploringly for aid. The prayer is as
much designed as the sorrow, anxiety, or perplexity which shall draw
it forth; and the answer to the same is equally the outcome of divine.
predestination as both. Were it possible for the dictates of a poor
worm of the earth, in itself the embodiment of ignorance, blindness,.
and folly, to alter divine purposes, the words of the once deeply-afflicted
Job would be altogether meaningless-" He is in one mind, and who>
can turn Him 1 and what His soul desireth, even that He doeth" .
(Job xxiii. 13).
•
Yet it is blessedly true that the Lord "will yet for this be inq~ti1'ed
of by the house of Israel, to do it for them" (Ezek xxxvi. 37)..
Prayer is Jehovah's own appointed means of keeping up communication between Himself and His children; and He has ordained that.
"they shall come with weeping, and; with supplications will He leaCh
them."
"Ye shall go and pray unto Me," is His own divine
declaration, "and I will hearken unto you" (Jer. xxix. 12). In theearly days of their spiritual history, they sigh and cry for mercy as
poor, miserable/, hell-deserving sinners; and, when blessed with a free
pardon, they are constantly driven to their ever-gracious Friend to·
seek deliverance from the oppression of the flesh, the opposition of
the devil, and .the allurements of the world. Indeed, every difficul~y
seems to be but. a new errand to the mercy-seiLt, over which the
new-born spirit cries, "Lord, help me.l" Oh,' how frequently thesoul finds expression here-" Lord, help me 1 Help me against every
spiritual foe! Help me in all the business of life! Help me when I
speak, that my words may be in accordance with Thy mind and
will! Help me to pray, help me to praise, help me to worship!
Help me when I lie down or when I rise up; in public or private j:
in life and in death; for without Thee I ca.n do nothing!"
Deal' reader, has the Lord so wrought in thy soul that, from sheer
necessity, thou art driven to Him with all thy sorrows, weariness,. and,
care 1 Blessed be His name" To Him there's music in a groan,
And beauty in a tear."
. May it be thine to remember that thy prayers are not the ground'
of divine blessing, nor do they convey blessings to the soul; but that
all that are acceptable to Jehovah are the work of His own Spirit,.
tokens of thy childship, and are assuredly had in remembrance by thy
loving God and Father in Christ, however weak and feeble they may
be. See! Prayer is the cry of the needy (Psa. lxii. 12), the call of
the distressed (Psa. xviii. 6), the sigh of the sorrowful (Psa. xxxi. 10),.
the groan of the oppressed (Psa. xxxviii. 9), the desire of the dfloolatlt'
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(Isa. xxvi. 9), the look of the forsaken (Jonah ii. 4), the tear of the
destitute (Job xvi. 20), the moan of the fainting (Psa. Iv. 2), and the
stretching forth the hands of the weak and feeble babe (Psa. cxliii. 6).
What mother's heart is not touched by such an 'action as this ~ 'Vhat
maternal spirit is not moved by the tear-drop which dims the eye of
her infant offspring ~ She runs to its relief, she clasps it to her, bosom,'
kisses away its tears, and sings away its sorrows; but her love pales.
before the fulness of divine affection, whose 'gracious word to His
weaklings runs thus-" As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I
comfort you, and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem."
Reader, we must notice briefly that David's prapers had an end. Oh,
glorious truth, "The prayers of David, the son of Jesse, are ended" !
By-and-bye, when the toils of the wilderness are over, when our pilgrim
feet have reached yon blissful land to which we journey, we shall need
to asle no more! Our prayers, like those of the "sweet singer of Israel,"
will be ended! Oh, how softly, how sweetly, do those words fall upon
the broken heart of the weary warrior! The warfare, the conflict, the
journey, the tribulation, the sin, will have an end! Then prayer wiH
for ever cease! Then faith shall be lost in sight" And trembling hope shall realize
Her full felicity."

N G more shall the cry go up for succour on the field of battle; no more
shall the desire ascend for deliverance from the burden of the flesh;
no more will the ransomed spirit long to roam unshackled in the Purel
free air of heaven; no more shall the sin-burdened sigh for fresh appli~
cations of atoning blood, or the weary eyes look with fervent hope
toward home.
Yonder, the Lord's Davids are truly satisfied, and filled with glory:
The enraptured spirit has ceased to struggle against sin; the burdened
warrior has laid aside his armour; the child sits at the Father's board,
completely happy, freed from all care, and delivered from all death~
Not a desire for higher bliss can possess the soul throughout a nevereliding eternity. Satiated with fatness, one continuous stream of praise
shall flow out to Him "at whose right hand are pleasures for everm'ore."
Dear reader, it may be that thy heart is still bruised and broken. It
may be thou art weeping over the newly-opened tomb, and thou art
languishing in loneliness and desolation; but, if thy dear one "sleeps in
Jesus," for him thou mayest rejoice indeed. Say, wouldst thou wish thy
loved one back again 1 Wouldst thou see him struggling still along the
rugged way 1 post thou again desire to see the tear-drop in his eye,
or hear the sigh escape his parched lips 1 Oh, no! The prayers of
thy beloved are ended. He gazes upon Him he loved, without a veil
between, and "shall not sorrow allY more at all"; while thou art brought
to sigh, "Can I bring him back again ~ I shall go to him, but he shall
not return to me:" And methinks the very thought of the glory in
which he participates will but hasten thy steps across the dreary wild,
and cause thee to press onward "to be with Christ, which is far
better."
Such blessedness is the lot of every soul whose prayers in life witness
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to the fact that he is born again. How enviable that end!, How vain
:1Ie the things o( this transitory life, with such an end in view! How
soon the highest joys of the world must cease! And oh, if out of Ohrist,
what a desolate ending to the ,soul! In Da,·id's death we behold his
sorrows cease 'and joys begin, while in the death of the ungodly we'
see their pleasures for ever 'past, and sorrow their eternal portion.
Oh, beloved in the Lord, may He still keep us struggling onward,
homeward, upward; wrestling, sighing, crying, looking, and longing for
His gracious presence here, and grant an abundant entrance into His
eternal kingdom when we depart hence, for Ohrist's sake! Amen.

K.B.
HOW DO WE H.EAD OUR BIBLES 1
(REVELATION

i. 3;

ACTS

xvii. 11.)

ALAS! how many there are who do not read the Bible at all; others
who read to doubt or read to scorn; and many also who read it in a
careless, listless way, as if it were of no moment whether they ullderstood it or not; and some are even glad when the reading is over, that
they may again enter into worldly conversation and the general topics
of the day.
'
Now, let us each ask ourselves, "How do I read it 1" and, "Am I
'anxious to understand its meaning 1" May God the Spirit help us to
consider for a few moments who wrote the Bible, and for what, purpose
it was written.
.
In the three first verses of- the first chapter of Genesis we read,
"In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
And the
earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face
of the deep.
And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the
waters. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light." So
then, God was the great First Cause of all things. None but He could
pnt it into the mind of man to write His Word by the inspiration Qf the
Holy Ghost. How all-important is it, then, that' we. should rightly
understand it! Solomon, who had asked the ,Lord to give him wisdom
and understanding, says, "His words are plain to him that understandeth."
"To gut understanding rather to be chosen than ,silver."
" Apply thy heart to understanding." " Happy is the man that getteth
understanding." "Go in the way of understanding." "By understanding is a house established."
It is also called "a well-spring of life" ;
and many more texts migllt be quoted to show t1~e importance of it. In
the Book of Nehemiah we read that "Ezra the priest read the book of
the law of Moses' from morning until mid-day, before the men and the
women, and those that could understand, and Ezra blessed the Lord the
great God. And all the people answered, Amen, amen." Oth\lr priests
and scribes also" read in the Book of the law of God distinctly, and gave
the sense, and caused them to understand the reading: and all the people
wept." See how it softened the heart. "And Nehemiah and Ezra said
unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send
portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared."
We are here
reminded' not to forget the Lo~d's poor and needy ones. "For this
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day is holy unto ,the Lord; neither be ye sorry, for the joy of the
Lord is your strength." And the people. Qbeyed, "beca~e they unde1'stood the words that had been declared unto them" (Neh. viii.). ,
And in the New Testament, how frequently we are exhorted to "give
good heed to what we hear."
Our blessed Lord Jesus" called the
multitude, and said unto them, Hear, and understand.
Not that
which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which' cometh
out of the mouth, this defileth· a man," at which the people were
offended, which was because they understood not His saying. ' Then
Peter said unto Him, "Declare unto us this parable. ,Jesus said, Are
ye also yet without understanding 1" (Matt. xv.)
Also, after He had
risen from the dead, and appeared unto His disciples, how slow of
heart even they were to believe all that He had so long spoken unto
them, for we read, "Then He opened their understanding, that they
might understand the Scriptures. And He said unto them, Thus it is
written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the
dead the third day: and that repentance and remission of sins should
he preached in His name among all nations."
,
Now, this is a truth we, everyone of us, need to. understand
savingly, for "there is salvation in none other; neither is there any
.other name under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved
but the name of the Lord Jesus Christ." If we habituate ourselves to
read the Bible only as a duty, without meditation and prayer, how
can we expect to understand and profit by it 1 We should bear in
mind that it is the " Word of the living God," which He has,. given
us "for doctrine, correction, and instruction in the way of righteousness." "The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul.; the
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simpl~. The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
More to be
desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also
than honey and the honeycomb." Yes, it is good for our soul's health
~o "search the Scriptures" (as our blessed Lord commanded), "for
they are they which testify, of Me"; and oh, if we ~id b!!-t know
what wealth they contain, we should value thefll more; alid the more
we understand them, the more certainly we shall love tl).em and
delight in them. How thankful do we feel when we are privileged
in hearing a preacher who is taught of God, and who "brings forth
truths new and old" out of the King's treasure-house, unfolding the
Word, and throwing light, it may be, upon some passage which had
hitherto been obscure to us ! And often, in the weary and wakeful
night, a little text comes to the mind, which sets us meditating on
the great love of Jesus, and the blessed home He is preparing for all
who are washed and forgiven, until at length we fall asleep; and on
awaking, perhaps, another Bible word comes, enabling us to enter upon
our daily duties and engagements with renewed strength and confidence that
"He who hath helped us hitherto
. Will help us all ,our journey through."

Thus do we get sustained and comforted by the Word.
.
On the other hand, the Scriptures may, with God's blessing, tend to
check sin and lead to holiness. The voice of God has sometimes to
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rep?'ove, as well as exhort and encourage. It is well to commit to memory
-especially should the yoting be taught-the beautiful Collect which is.
printed in most of our Bibles, which we will cite here-" Blessed Lord;
who hast caused all, holy Scriptures to be written for our learning,.
grant, that. we. m~y in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and
inwardly d'igestthem, that, by patience and comfort of Thy holy Word,
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life,
which Thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen."
God's Word exhorts also to brotherly love, friendship, and good
manners. It teaches us to pay respect to persons of aU ranks, and
gratefully to return favours shown to us in the best way we can. It.
teaches us to desire the temporal and eternal prosperity of our friends; ,
also to" love our enemies, bless them that curse us, do good to them
that hate us, and pray for them which despitefully use us and persecute
us" (Matt. v. 44). The Psalmist says, "Wherewithal shall a young
man cleanse his way ~" the answer to which' comes at once-" By
taking heed thereto, according to Thy Word."
.
Yes, dear reader, it is most important that we should observe all
the admonitions contained in God's Word.
We read that Solomon, "because he was wise, taught the people
knowledge j yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in ordermany proverbs j and that which was written was upright, even words
of truth" (Eccles. xii. 9, 10). In Proverbs xxvii. 23, he says, "Be
diligent to know the state of thy flocks, and look well to thy herds";
also, "The diligent soul shall be made fat "'-a word to the idle and
inactive-and he concludes the twenty. second chapter with the wellknown text-" Seest thou a man diligent in business ~ he shall stand
before kings"; so that, both for mind and body, diligence should be
cultivated.
.
St. Paul, in writing to the Hebrews, says, "God is not unrighteous
to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have showed toward
His name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.
And we desire that everyone of you do show the same diligence to the
full assurance of hope unto the end: that ye be not slothful, but
followers of them who, through faith and patience; inherit the promises"
(Heb. vi. 10-12).
Now, we are persuaded that these words were addressed-as well
as the other Epistles-to those who have been brought into covenant
with God, through Christ oUI' Lord, out of darkness into the glorious
light and liberty of the children of God. "Being born again, not
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God"; as we see by the first verse of the third chapter of Hebrews"Wherefore, holy brethTcn, pm·takers of tlM heavenly calling, consider the
Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus," &c.
How often people mistake to whom some particular Scripture is
addressed-whether to the "little flock" who have been "called out,"
and separated from the world, or if it is meant for unbelievers. Hence,
many poor things, it is to be feared, ignorantly presume that, whilst
they are yet unregenerate, these and such like texts are for them,
when it is very evident the Holy Spirit means no such thing. "First
make the tree good," said our Lord j and again, in Matthew xii. 33,
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" Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree'
corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: .for ·the tree is -known by his fruit."
And in the sixth chapter He says, in that beautiful sermon on the
mount, "Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness" j:
also, in the seventh chapter, "Beware of false prophets, wl\ich come to
you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are 'ravening wolves. Ye
shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or
figs of thistles 1 Even so every good tree btibgeth forth good fruit;
but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. . ., Wherefore by their
fruits ye shall know them." And St. Paul says, "Every man's work
shall be made manifest, for the day shall declare it; because it shall berevealed- by fire,and the fire shall try every man's work, of what sort);
it is."
How clearly are the two classes represented all through the Bible t
1.1 Let no man deceive himself.
If any man among you seemeth to be
wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise. Forthe wisdom of this world is foolishness with God" (1 001'. iii. 18, 19).
Yes, all that we have believed and all that we have done shall, at the
last day, be thoroughly tried by Jesus Ohrist, according to the standard!
of His Word. By that Word shall all be justified or condemned. Then,.
how comforting will be our Saviour's, "Oome unto Me, ye blessed of
My Father; inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundati<lll.
of the world" !
'
Let us, then, take heed how we hea?' and how we 1·ead. Gre'at is.
the blilauty 'of the Bible, as God's Qwn testimony concerning" Jesus Christ
and Him crucified." No human oratory or persuasion ought to bias ourminds, but we should earnestly desire to be taught by the Spirit of
God, that all its illustrious simplicity, wisdom, and grace may be revealed.
to us as emanating from God. It is impossible for carnal men to understand it, or make it agree with their worldly schemes. Oh, for that.
inward illumination of the Holy Ghost, that both reader and writer
may have a right understanding in all things, even that insight which
only can come by the power and the grace of God into the heart l'
Thus are we thrown upon God, to work in us according to His will.
And what happiness is experienced by all who obtain this light, for
by it we see our union with Ohrist, the eternal Son of God and only
Saviour, from whom no one can divide us !
The Apostle Paul says, "I am persuaded that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall
be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Ohrist Jesus.
our Lord." Let us, then, pray that we may grow in the knowledg&
and love of God, "endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace."
I pray God to grant His blessing upon what I have written; and
may we endeavour to learn more of Him who said, "Blessed are
they which do hunger and thirst aftsr righteousness, for they shall be-·
filled" ; and may He cause our slothfulness to give way to diligence to·
"make our calling and election sure," knowing that "it is God who>
worketh in us."
Cockfield.
O. B.
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DEW-DROPS..
"Seeing Him who is in'1/isible."':'-HEBREWS xi. 27.
THERE is ~ometbing sublimely grand and awfully majestic to the child
()f God in the reading of God's wonderful creatiou of the heaven and
the earth. "The earth without form," and" darkness upon the face of
the deep," with" the Spirit of God moving upon the face of the waters,"
saying, "I,et there be light," is surpltssingly wonderful to contemplate,
and thus. an unseen Eye surveying His univel'se. God Himself, in
creation and in the wonders thereof, displaying His divine omnipotence,
reveals Himself to those in whom He has breathed the breath of life
everlasting. Nature, in its wonderful fairness and perfection, in its
complete and beautiful order and incomparable beauty, all speak of
"Him who is invisible," the Creator and Preserver of all things.
But, if such we think of Nature, in all its glory and wondrous beauty,
is not that of grace doubly wonderful1 What can we say of God's
spiritual creation, wherein is His delight 1 : He has chosen to create,
and, a5 time goes on, in love He re-creates, preserves, controls, directs,
upholds, and governs all for the sake of that new and spiritual creation.
Thus we see Him in Christ reconciling His Church unto Himself, and
bringing in,," a new and better way" for ,His ransomed 'to walk in.
We see Him thus in His Mediatorial office, at His Father's right
hand, pleading our cause, and gaining access for us in His own dear
name and through His merits. We see Him, that Just One, dying' an
ignominious death in our stead, " the Just for the unjust, that He
might bring us to God." We see Him raised again in righteousness,
that· ·He may clothe us in that spotless robe which has remained.
unspotted by the corruptions and sins of our carual nature, which
nailed Him to that cross "who did no sin, neither was guile found
in His mouth"; so that we are arrayed iJi the robe of His righteousness, and ,presented to the Father unblamable in His sight through
the Son of His love. We se~ Him, in His sovereignty, exercising that
divine and indisputable right over me and mine, ordering, effecting,
planning, and carrying out, in perfect order, every link connected in
the chain' of His providence. We see Him in covenant faithfulness
in every step of the journey, carrying out every event that is ordered
for our good and His glory. We' see Him in salvation-yea, and in
"all the things that accompany salvation "-all of which must be discerned with spiritual eyesight ere they can become the foundation,
rock,' and fortress of our hope of salvation.
Peter knew something of this divine secret of "seeing Him who is
invisible." In the first chapter of his first Epistle he writes, "Whom
having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see Him not, yet
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory." His
goodness and mercy constrain us to love; His faith working in us, to
believe and rejoice. Moses was taught of God. "Thou canst not see
My face and live"; and, when Jehovah appeared to him out of the
:burning bush, and revealed Himself to him, we read, "Moses hid his
face, for he was afraid to look upon God," for nature cannot look
upon that which is divine, and so He makes known His love to poor
perishing sinners by revelation. The natural man cannot look upon
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Him spiritually, for, as Paul says, "The natural man receiveth not the
things of God; they aI:e foolishness unto him." But, by an implanted
overcoming faith, His beauty and glory are discerned-not by the natural
man,' but by the eye of faith, which pierc'es within the veil; where all
their j.oy is.
•.
' "
"
.
Oh, for a spiritual eyesight, beloved, to see Him throtigli His,
earthly, life, suffering, sorrowing for us, to His ignominious death
on the 'cross, bleeding, dying there for' our sins; buried, rising again,
and now up yonder for us, and proving the covenant "I will" of His
last prayer to His Father for' His children~" Father, I' will [there 'is
the covenant .promise and blessing] that they also, whom Thou' hast
given Me, be with Me where I ani, that they may behold My glory,
which Thou hast give'n Me' ; for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation
of the world." In anticipation of this, grace enables us to sing" 'Tis' but a little Season,
And these dim eyes of mine,
Aroused from dreams of reasOn,
Shall wake to things divine :
Then all that faith now looks UpOll
Shall prove for ever true; .
And all that love has cherished 'long
Shall burst upon my ,;iew.

" There, clad in grandeur glorious,
And seated on His· throne"
Eternally victorious,
With God's eternal Son,
'No care·beclouded morrow
Shall shroud my future ken;
But sin, 'and death, and sorrow
, Shall be forgotten then~"

. Thus are we distres~ed on account of sins done in the body, l' ~TP
there, "seeing Him ~ho is invisible," we know that the remembrance
of them ":,,ith Him is for ,ever done away with in the everla,sting vir~ue
and perfect efficacy of His most precious blood.shedding. Are we
distressed on acco,unt of the way, when affliction and crosses o,vertake
us, and threaten to overwhelm us? Yet He knows it all, and puts us
in remembrance, pleads for us, overcomes for us, and causes us to sing"His way was much rougher and darker than' mine;
Did Jesus thus suffer, and shall I repine 1"

.

'

. Thus, should thorns and briers spr~ng up in our journey homew;ard,
unforeseen hindrances arise, yet, "seeing Him who is invisible," and in
His strength ~onfiding, we are enabled to "press toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." Thus surmounting
every difficulty, seeing Him in ,this trial and that blessing-in that dark
cloud and this smiling of His countenance-we press on, beloved, helped
all the journey through, sustained, encouraged, and brought thus far;
cheered with the hope of seeing Him soon, face to face, then ,to know all
the height and depth of the riches of His grace, when faith shall be for
~ver lost in sight, belief in glorious reality.
Until then, beloved, may, youI: and my posture be, "looking .unto
Jesus. " ,
.R.
ALL the lights in the world put together will not show the sun.
It is only to be seen by its own effects. So the Sun of Righteousness
is only to be seen by human eyes, as' the fulness and brightness of
the Father's glory, by the light which guides His people to Him·
self.---Ifill's "Thoughts."

'94

The Gospel M agazi1te.

A REMARKABLE DREAM.
'WHEN I was in Brighton, in the summer of 1846, an old man, by
;the name of PETERS, had died a few weeks previous to my visit,
under the following circumstances.
.
The late Mr. WELLER, of Robertsbridge, had 'been preaching in the
town, and the old man had heard him, to the great comfort of his
,soul; and, as Mr. WELLER was to preach again the following evening,
the old man went out round the town to invite his friends and
,neighbours to. come and hear Mr. WELLER that evening, whose ministry.
,had been so blessed to his own soul the night before.
While he was thus on his tour round the town, he related to
,several of his friends a very remarkable. dream which he had had
lthe night before, after hearing Mr. WELLER preach. The substance
·of the dream is as follows.
.
He said, "I dreamed I had died very suddenly, and that my soul
'Was carried to heaven by angels. Upon my entrance into heaven; my
.attention was first drawn to notice one vast plain, stretching out as
far as the eye could reach, all covered with myriads and myriads of
,human beings, all clothed in white robes, with crowns of gold on
their heads and harps of gold in their hands. Upon my entrance
they were all silent, and in a waiting posture. One of the angels
that carried me there began clothing me with a white robe. He also
;put a crown of gold upon my head, and a harp of gold into my hand,
like unto theirs. I observed, as he put the harp into my hand, that
upon the top of' every string were written the words-Glory over
'one string, Honowl' over another string, Majesty over another string,
Power over another string, and so all along the top of the harp,
.above the strings.
"When all was' ready-the host still'remaining silent-the angel said
unto me, 'Strike.' I said, 'What shall I stri,ke 7' He replied, 'Strike
Majesty.' I touched with my finger the string over which the word
.Majesty was written, and the whole host broke silence, and every
harp and voice were at once in concert with mine, saying, 'Glory,
honour, might, majesty, dominion, and powa be unto Him that sitteth
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever! Amen.'
And my eyes being then lifted up, I beheld. the Saviour on His
throne.; and I awoke, and behold it. was a dream."
As the old man had finished telling his dream to his friends, he
would sa.y, "Do come and hear Mr. WELLER to-night." He told it
to three or four individuals during the day, who told it to me ill
different parts of the town during my stay, and therefore I have no
,doubt of their veracity. But what was still more striking, Mr. PETERS
went home that same afternoon, in order to have an early tea, to be
in time for chapel; and while he was filling his tea-kettle, he dropped
dead in the act, and doubtless went home to realize the fulness of
that most glorious vision which he had the night before, for ever
:and ever.
I am now living with Mr. WELLER'S son and daughter, both
gracious souls.
Bath, January 8th, 1885.
E. D.

Tlte Gospel Magazine.
EXTRACTS

FROM THE DIARY OF THE DAUGHTER
THE LATE MR. BAXTER.
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(Contimeed from. page 28.)

['fhe annexed paragraph, with respect to the following Diary, appeared on
-the cover of the Janu,ary Number. In case of its having been overlooked,
we re-insert it here, with the view of giving permanency to what is therein
'stated :-" THE LATE MRs. HARMSWORTH, OF MELBOURNE.-The portion of the
Diary which appears in our present Number is from the pen of our deceased
·correspondent, particulars of whose ,long illness, and subsequent departure
from this vale of tears, were furnished us by her bereaved husband, and were
;published in our April Number of last year. In that account he refers to a
letter written by the deceased, which was inserted at page 94 in the volume
-of 1876. We urge those of our readers who possess that volume to turn to
it. In doing so, we crave for them a measure of the. sacred pleasure and
satisfaction we have experienced in the perusal, and in c'ontemplatin~ the
fresh proof of divine faithfulness and all.sufficiency realized up to the close'
of her eventful life -by the long-afflicted but now glorified sister in the
Lord. "-En.]'
'
_'
'Janua1'y 4th, 1877.-1 felt greatly refreshed last night through the

meeting of a few friends at our house for .pray'En-. The Lord did fulfil
His word that, where two or three are gathere.d together in His name,
there will He be in the midst to bless tHem. Mr. B--,. sen., led
the meeting. He read the 116th Psalm-" I Imfe the Lord, because He
has heard the voice of my' supplication," &c. The hymns were" Why should the children of a King
Go mourning all their days 1" &c.,

.and
".Dear Refuge of my weary soul," &c.

I felt the great reality. of divine' life in my soul, and if asked to change
my 'lot with others' (although we are so hedged in with trial and
.affi~ction); I could have answered, "No; 'He hath done all things well'" ;
like the Shunanimite, when the Prophet asked her, "Is it well with thee 1
Is it w'ell with thine husband 1" &c., and she answered him, "It is
'\,VeIl." Yes, surely these are ,unmistakable proofs that we have been
with Jesus, and learnt of Him, for nature cannot say, "It is well";
neither can the Christian say it at all times. It must be inwrought by
the Holy Spirit.
. I was reading, the night before last, the last chapter in Mark, where
the women went to our Lord's sepulchre very early in the morning, at
the rising of the sun. "And they said among themselves, Who shall
roll away the stone 1 And when they looked, they saw the stone was
rolled away: for it was very great"; so I thought, "That is just as
nature reasons-' Who shall roll away the stone' of our present trials
.and affiictions 1" But the Lord knows how to deliver us, and will cause
us to look on whilst He does wondrously.
.
Another striking portion came across my path a few days ago. I
was very ill, and my husband too, and I was telling the Lord all
.about it--that He knew quite well our state and case, and that, as He
had laid His affiictive hand on us, He would surely not leave us to
sink in despair; and, in a short time after, I opened a drawer where

96

The Gospel Magazz"llc.

there was a leaf of the Book of Ruth, and the verse that first caught.
my eye was, "The Lord grant you that ye may find rest, each of you,
in the house of her husband," &c. I thought, "Who but Ohrist is our
Husband ~ And did Be not say, 'In My Father's house are many mansions' ~" I do trust to be kept from idle fancies of Scripture, but I
could not help thinking that this was some of the "handfuls of purpose". dropped for me to pick up; and I was thinking yesterday, when
I saw a sparrow hop about, of what our Lord Himself said, and I als(}
felt the ·power. They do not fall to the ground unnoticed by our
heavenly Father. "And are ye not of much more value than many
sparrows ~ " So our dear Lord takes many ways to teach His children.
January 9th.-This is a heavy day in my feelings-so pressed down
with cares and, trouple. My husband's continued ill-health, with my
own weakness, cause me to express myself like the woman who was
so pressed down with a spirit of infirmity that "she could in no wise
lift herself up." But her case was not beyond the skill of the Great
Physician, who said to her, " Woman, thou art loosed from thy infirmity." Yes," He lcnoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptation."
When our short sight can see no way of escape, He lcnoweth a way.
What a great mercy for us that we have a Refuge to fly to! As the Holy
Spirit speaks in Zecharia.h, "Turn ye to the Stronghold, ye pr~soners
of hope." These words were dropped most timely on my mind whilst
ruminating on my surrounding circumstances. "Dear me," I thought,
"this is nature looking at self, &c., instead of our Stronghold.' " May the
Lord keep me looking more to Him and less to the creature!
Yesterday I received the intelligence of the death of my youngest
brotht>r's wife. May the Lord sanctify his heavy loss to him, and
uphold him in his deep trouble. I have' long thought he is one of the
Lord's. This may be the way the Lord intends showing him "His
wonders in the deep," whilst my poor brother is doing business in
these depths of bereavement.
January 24th.-The Lord has been pleased to lighten my burden a.
little in providence. He has answered my prayer in many ways. May
I never lose sight of my mercies. It is indeed profitable to the soul's
growth to be kept low, in a waiting position. "It is good that a man
should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord."
January 30th.-I am very much tried to-day with distress in my body.
Oh, how affliction brings us to a standstill! What lessons it teaches
us of our inability, for "vain is the help of man, unless the Lord
commands the blessing."
I have been reading, of late, the "Recollections" of the late Rev. G.
D. DOUDNEY, and, I trust, have gathered a few crumbs from the perusal.
In writing of the Lord's people; their crosses, losses, and afflictions,
he calls them "the L01'd's alarm bells," and every cross is a friendly
bell to keep us constantly on the look-out. Mr. DOUDNEY had a
deep insight into the spiritual meaning of the Word. Onc portion
that was much blessed to his soul 1 was greatly struck with. It
was this-" Whatsoever He saith unto thee, do it. And He saith unto
them, . Draw out now"-from which he was led to feel that, however
weak-yea, though but as weak as water itself for weakness the contents
of the earthen vessel may be-yet when He says, ,. Draw out now,"
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tIle water shalt be turned into wine.
Also Mr. DOUDNEY'S pieces on
Hebrews v. 14-" Those who, by reason of use, have their [spiritual]
senses exercised to discern both good and evil." I do not remember to
have ever heard that text opened up. Indeed, I could follow him
through all the turnings and windings that he, by the blessed Spirit's
teaching, was enabled to trace out. Those words, "by reason of use "the use our Lord makes of all the exercises He is pleased to put upon
us. Now we are put into the furnace to "burn up all the wood, hay,
and stubble." Mr. DOUDNEY'S remarks on this portion I thought very
good. It is this :"Oh, what confusion! A Babel indeed! But what becomes of the
little building babe? Will lle not be consumed in the general conflagration? Look at him, lying on his face, embracing the Rock for
want of a shelter-clinging ~o the Foundation-indeed, growing into it.
Listen to his trembling accents. 'I thought I had a little faith, a little
hope, a little charity; but where now am I? Shut out of His sight,
as one at the bottom of the mountain, with the weeds wrapped about
my head.' Who can deliver in such a case 1 Who 1 'The Foundation
standeth sure.' Observe, again, the great catastrophe is almost at an end.
The noble Babel has sunk into a mass of deformity and ashes. The
fire still burns around the prostrate, weeping, broken-hearted babe (the
new creature). But see! A Hand comes steadily and lifts the trembler
up, and then discloses-till now hidden from his view-three brilliant '
pillars built on the Foundation, one of gold, one of silver, one of precious stones. He begins to discem the good, and calls to mind that,
while in the midst of the hottest of the fire, still abode 'faith, hope,
c~arity, these three.'
'The golden' pillar proved a strong support
indeed,' says he. 'It made me cry out, "Though He slay me, yet will
I trust in Him.'" The silver gently whispered, 'Hope thou in God, for
I shall yet praise Him'; and the precious stones heard the Rock softly
say, 'I am with thee, Israel, passing through the fire.'''
Febrlla1'y 22nd.- Yesterday was my birthday. Forty-eight years I
have been led along through this wilderness, and I desire to recount
the Lord's mercies ,towards me, that He has not left me in the ruins
of the fall, but He has brought me out of darkness into His marvellous
li,ght; and, with the Psalmist, I trust I can say, "I waited patiently
for the .Lord, and He inclined unto me, and heard my cry. He
brought me up also out of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay, set
my feet upon a Rock, and established my goings; and He hath put a
.
new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God."
Mm'ch 7th.-I find I do not make the progress in my diary that I
c-ould wish, but we cannot put ourselves in a frame of mind for writing,
or reading either, especially when our subject is "Jesus only," for
H when He opens, none can shut"; and true also is the reverse-Cl when
He shuts, none can open." Only this morning I have been thinking of
Jesus' conversation with the woman of Samaria.
She said, "I know
that Messias cometh, which is called Ohrist: when He is come, He will
tell us all things. Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am He."
As the words dropped upon the mind, I thought, "That is what we wantpersonal communication." Yes, Ohrist Himself said, "My sheep know
My voice, and a stranger they will not follow." Lord, grant that we
H
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may be kept looking unto Thee, the "Author and Finisher of our
faith" !
lIt[arch 20th.-I have lately been musing on that Scripture in
Jeremiah ii. 2-" Thus saith the Lord, I remember thee, the kindness
of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after Me
in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown." What condescension
of our covenant-keeping God to bear with 11.11 our manners, our short-·
comings, waywardness, unbelief, deadness, and indifference, and to say,
"I remember thee" ! Oh, Lord, cause me to remember, too, Thine
abundant mercy towards me, when Thou overtopped all my desires
after Thee with the abundant revelations of Thyself to my soul, when,
like the Queen of Sheba, I exclaimed, "Behold, the half was not told
me!" and like Job, when he said, "I have heard of Thee by the hearing
of the I'ar, but now mine eye seeth Thee; wherefore I abhor myself,
and repent in dust and ashes."
Yes, these are blessed remembrances
to look back at, "and, behold, the time was a time of love"; and, however cloudy our spiritual faculties may be, yet we know that our God
changes not. "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but His Word shall
not pass away"; and those precious words, "I remember thee," are as
full of blessedness now' as when spoken by the Prophet Jeremiah.
March 22nd.-I am still pressed down with my affiicted body. I d<>
trust it is for my soul's growth, and that I may be purified thereby,
that I may exclaim, with the Psalmist, "It is good for me that I have
been affiicted." How it gives us errands to the mercy-seat, when otherwise we should have no pressing cares! How it brings down our proud
spirits, and lays us in the dust! I have thought much lately on the
rebellion of Aaron and Miriam, when they spoke against Moses, saying,
"Hath the Lord indeed spoken only by Moses 1 Hath He not spoken
also by us 1" But what a change when Miriam became leprous-white
as snow! And .how earnestly Moses prayed to the Lord for her when
he said, "Heal her now, 0 Goel, I beseech Thee I" He came boldly t()
the throne of grace, and he obtained help, according to the promise.
Mal'ch 25th, Sunday.-Another Lord's Day returned! What a privilege
for those who have health and strength to go up to the house of the
Lord! Although our God is not confined to time or place to manifest
Himself unto His people, for He knows where His prisoners are, yet
still it is a great mercy to be enabled to meet together in the s:l.nctuary.
The Psalmist knew something of being deprived of these mercies when
. he wrote, "My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth, for the courts of
the Lord; my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God. Yea,
the sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may lay her young, even Thine altars, 0 Lord of Hosts, my
King and my God." What a mercy to have our faces turned Zionward! It was not always so. We had no wish to "walk about Zion "-to "count her towers and tell her bulwarks "-but divine life in the
soul makes all the difference. It" presses forward to the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Ohrist Jesus, forgetting the things
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are
before."
I have been reading a sermon lately that I enjoyed very much, taken
from Genesis xv. 8-" And he said, Lord God, whereby shall I know
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that I shall inherit it ~" The preacher says-" This, then, will he the
inquiry of the living: 'Whereby shall I know that I shall inherit the
land-that, when this tabernacle falls, it may be raised up again to
possess the joy prepared for sufferiug saints ~ , The Lord alone can
give the reply. It was a solemn meeting when God met Abraham
between the divided parts. It is a solemn meeting, a never-to-be-forgotten period, when God meets the siuner in the Person of Jesus Ohrist,
and makes it known that we are 'accepted in the Beloved' through the
Sacrifice; the smoking furnace and burning lamp that passed bet\veen the
pieces setting forth the sufferings of Jesus-the smoke, His intercession
ascending froni the sacrifictl; the lamp, salvation as the blessed result
of His finished work. 'For Zion's sake will I not hold My peace, and
for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go
forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth'
(Isa. lxii. 1)."
I think the above remarks it wonderful opening up of
that mysterious vision Abraham was favoured with.
April 6th.-Four years, this month, I have been fully laid aside. It
has been indeed a trying process to the flesh; but I am more and
more persuaded that it is in trial and afRiction that the Lord makes
Himself known to His people. He allows them to go round about to
creatures for help; and how often can we say, with poor Job, "Miserable
comforters are ye all! "-all to show us there is no refuge save Jesus.
I have been reading a very truthful piece, bearing on the same
point, in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for February. It is a conversation
that HAY MACDOWALL GRANT had with his nephew. He says, "Willie,
I want you to give my dying message wherever you go. I want you
to give it at your own Ohurch, to your own people; and, wherever you
go to preach the Gospel, I want you to give my message. I have
passed through darkness, and sorrow, and agony, and suffering such as
no words can describe, but," he said, "I have braved it, and I give my
dying testimony. Friends fail and men fail, and I have failed; my
own poor weak heart has failed; but one thing I can say, and will say,
and do say-Jesus neveT fails I" What a mercy for us, amidst all our
tossings, that " Jesus never fails " !
I have thought much lately (it being Easter time) on the emptiness
of the Jews' religion. They keep the Passover, and eat the unleavened
bread. Bnt what of it, after all ~ Blind indeed they are to the real
Passover. As the Apostle writes, "ChTist, OUT Passove1', is slain for ns."
And again, in Hebrews xi., speaking of Moses, "He endured as seeing
Him who is invisible.
And by faith he kept the Passover, and the
sprinkling of blood, lest He that destroyed the first-born should
touch them." The above portions dropped on the mind whilst meditating on the subject; so then it is by "faith, which is the gift of
God," that we are enabled to look through· all the shadows to the Substance. Bnt I do wish to be led more into the suffering of Ohristto be able to grasp in my measure .the depth of the fall, as to require
such a Sacrifice, even God's own Son-and to see Him suffering for me
individually;' but the Lord knows what is best for us, for we cannot
bear much. As He Himself said, "I have many things to tell you, but
ye cannot bear them now."
And now I do desire to be thankflll for the little helps by the way
H
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of late, in communion with Christian friends. The lively hope within
has been strengthened, and the desires of the soul have been
heavenward.
The "Wayside Notes" ·Writer has a piece bearing on my feelings
He says,
exactly in the February number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
"One blessed sign of the reality of life divine came to me this mornDavid says, concerning the
ing, in reading the "\V ord, in this way.
wicked, 'His heart gathereth iniquity to itself, and when he goeth
abroad he telleth it.' 'Oh, then,' we said, 'blessed be God, we cannot
be that wicked man, for the very reverse is my desire. It is to gather
good, and, as the Lord calls and directs, to tell of it, and to testify of
His excellent goodness.'
Is it not so, dear reader, with us, that to
'gather iniquity' is not our work 1 Yea; on the contrary."
Now, I must finish up to-day's reflections with a few crumbs I
gathered from a text Mr. TURNEH took his sermon from, i.e" Proverbs xii. 27
_cc The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in hunting: but
the substance of a diligent man is precious."
I saw a great depth of
meaning in it; and, although I know full well the meaning of our
Lord's words, "Without Me ye can do nothing," yet the exhortation
is as much the Word of God as the promise-" Be diligent in business,
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord." Oh, Lord, enable me to search jar

wisdom as jar hidden treaslt1'e!
(To be continued.)

WHAT GRACE CAN DO.
My sins, my sins like waves upon me
roll ;
My lustful heart's beyond my own
control;
Oh, tell me what can save my precious
soul 1
God says, "My grace."

But see, death's shadow has around
me grown;
My friends have left me, and I walk
alone;
How shall I safely pass the land
unknown 1
Trust in God's grace.

Temptations press, and wring from me
a sigh,
While evil thoughts, like birds, around
me fly ;
" 'Vhat, what can help me to resist 1"
I cry;
God says, "My grace."

I've c;ossed the river; heaven's now
in sight;
My toils are ended j I have fought my
tight j
What title have I to the mansions
bright 1
Nought but God's grace.

Dark is my WfhY, my feet from thorns
do bleed;
Sorrows and griefs my upward course
impede;
Is there no aid at hand in this my
need 'I
Yes, in God's grace.

Oh, yes, 'tis true! To rid me of my
sin,
To crush the tempter, kill my foes
within,
To guide through death, the crown of
life to winI need God's grace.

My safety, my salvation, and my joy;
My comfort., when the woes of life annoy;
My bliss eternal, nought can e'er destroyAll is of grace.
Bristol.

WALTER

J.

MAYERS.
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A PEvV-JOTTING.
Sunday Morning, 17/1/86. -As I sit here, in church, unable to hear
the preacher, so as to connect the discourse, I think how long I have
been permitted to occupy that pulpit, and to engage (although so imperfectly and unworthily) in my blessed Lord and Master's service. I
do. in all the fulness and sincerity of my heart, acknowledge the very
frail and faulty way in which I have fulfilled the solemn engagements
connected with the ministering of His holy Word. Oh, what a lack of
searching and probing that Word there has been! How slothful I have
been! To what a sad degree have I been under the influence of the
flesh, rather than all-engrossed and absorbed in the Spirit! I do own
and humbly confess it before the Lord, and beseech Him that He would
.
mercifully forgive the sins of my most holy things.
And, if these poor and feeble attempts at worship need forgiveness,
what shall I say of myself and my doings where no such aim or object
has ?ee~ in operation 1 If I need pardon/for the one, oh, how much I
.
reqUire It for the other!
Moreover, as I think of my advanced years, I can but feel what a
mere moment, as it were, remains for me. How soon-yea, how very,
very soon-I shall go the way of all the earth! How soon-yea) how
very, very soon-shall I occupy that pulpit for the last time! How
soon the voice that has for so many years resounded through this
building will be silenced, and be heard here no more!
Oh, Lord, in the near prospect of these facts, I beseech Thee to gt'ant
that, under the precious power of the Holy Ghost, I may more becom.ingly estimate the privilege-the sacred privilege-so long vouchsafed
to me of being engaged in Thy great and glorious service! Grant it,
Lord, grant it, I pray Thee, for Ohrist's sake! Amen, amen!
D.
TO

A

DEEPLY-EXERCISED

ONE.

BELOVED, the first thought that crossed the mind, upon reading your
letter, was in the words of the poet'-

"Ne'er would you feel the weight of sin,
Nor sweets of pardoning love,
Unless your name had been inscribed
To endless bliss above."

It would be an impossibility for a creature, in his first-born state
and condition-that is, "dead in trespasses and sins "-to feel as you
feel. All that you express is blessed Scriptural proof and evidence of
real spiritual and divine life having been implanted. Remember that
it is distinctly the prerogative of the Holy Ghost to convince of sin.
Hence, such as have a sight and sense of their lost state and condition,
by original sin and actual transgression, could have only been brought
to such knowledge by the Holy Ghost, for no man by nature realizes
his thoroughly guilty, as well as helpless and hopeless circumstances,
as far as the creature is concerned. Moreover, those thus convinced
of sin by the Holy Ghost are, in due time, led correspondingly into
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an apprehension of Christ as the sinner's only Refuge, Shelter, and
Redeemer; yea, as "made of God unto us wisdom, and righteousness,
and sanctification, and redemption." Little by little they are led, not
only to discover what a suitable and all-sufficient Saviour He is for the
lost, the guilty, and undone, but that He is in very deed their own
personal Redeemer, Friend, and everlasting Portion-that they may
claim Him, as Thomas did, with their "My Lord and my God!"
Now, this, to all intents and purposes, will,' sooner or later, be the
case with every Spirit-taught and Spirit-led soul. Thus with holy confidence speaks the Apostle, where he says, "Being confident of this very
thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ."
D.

THE

FLY LEAF OF THE " WAYSIDE NOTES" WRITER'S
PRECIOUS BIBLE.
ON it is written-" This precious Book is the Father's revealed will
to His children. The Sum and Substance of it is Christ, who is the
Word. The Penman, although He used instruments, is the Holy Ghost.
Surely, then, every sentence is pregnant with divine truth-every word
of deep significance-yea, even single letters, such as ' 0/' (Hosea xiv. 1,)
are interjections which may be well weighed."
Among its fundamental doctrines are found, as if written by a sunbeam-the Divine Sovereignty of God; the Trinity in Unity j the
Covenant of Grace; Law and Gospel j Election j Doctrine of the Fall;
the Atonement j Rp-generation; Justification; Sanctification;' Adoption j
the Imputed Righteousness of Christ; Union with Christ; the Baptism
of the Holy Spirit; the. Final Perseverap.ce of the Saints, &c.
Grace is described as electing, arresting, pardoning, needful, all-sufficient, comforting, restraining, restoring, sanctifying, reviving, persevering,
dying, and bringing to glory.
When we preach the Word, the promise is-Cl I will give thee the
opening of the mouth in the midst of them; and they shall know
that I am the Lord" (Ezek. xxix. 21).
When we pray, it is well to observe fd"ur points-adoration, confession,
thanksgiving, petition. If in public, pray for
HENCEFORTH,
I
For Chm"acters, the
Hungry.
Enquirer.
Needy.
Cast down.
Entangled.
Feeble faith.
Oppressed.
Roaming.
Tempted.
High-minded.

H ope strengthened.
Encouragement of heart.
Negotiation with Heaven.
C loser clinging to Christ.
Estrangement from the world.
Faith strengthened.
Omnipotent grace.
Resignation to God's will.
Truth unfolded.
H oIy Spirit abundantly poured
out.

Think less of self j look more to Christ.
at work.

Remember, the enemy is
,G. C.
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AN AUNT'S LETTER TO HER NIECE.
My DEAR NIECE,-A little light has, the last few minutes, arisen, and
somewhat removed the appearance of a dull December day. Such a
contrast to two days back-then, bright and warm as summer r Just
so is often Christian experience.
" The Spirit comes, revives, makes glad;
'Withdraws, and leaves thG soul so sad;
.Again we wait, and long to see
Another glimpse, dear Lord, of Thee."
In the quiet of my own room, thoughts and aspirations sometimes
ascend, with desires to wait any length of time for renewed assurances
(If His love. "I, even I, am He that comforte.th you," was the day-'
.dawn promise on the 17tp, repeated again when asking for another
.during the day (as if that was not enough), by which faith got
,strengthened, hope and trust in His '\Vord dispelling unbelief and fear.
The soul realized the comfort. Thus the dear Lord now and then
graciously bestows a favour, and causes the words to break ont" Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be !"
And again" Here I raise my Ebenezer ;
Hither by Thy help I'm come;
And I hope, by Thy good pleasul'e,
Safely to arrive at home."
In old age, as ~tr~ngth declineth, we Jeem to need greater manifestations and clearer aspirations of and afeer our blessed heavenly
home-that when this body shall cease to hold our immortal spirit,
we want an experimental evidence of our interest in Christ, a "sure
and certain hope of a glorious resurrection." Many double "1's"
(Isa. li. 12) have been sweetly applied. No doubting then. The
soul, as the beloved " Wayside Notes " Writer says, "leads us to put
the crown upon the right Head, with 'Crown Him Lord of all!'"
.Most precious from time to time his writings are. I often wonder at
the continual outfl.owings, and, doubtless, sometimes overfl.owings, in his
«)wn soul, as thought is emboclied in language. It shows the well-;;pring
<]1 divine life is always full. . . . .
Dear Dr. DOUDNEY, too, has been wonderfully supplied and sustained;
and, though he speaks of increasing debility and old age, the threescore and odd show no sign of decay. Indeed, the nearer the Celestial
City, the brighter shine the rays of the Sun of Righteousness in the
effusions of and from his pen.
Great must have been the spiritual enjoyment of those two beloved
friends in their recent stay at Southsea, increased, as you write me,
by meeting so many of the Lord's dear ones there.
I thank you, dear niece, so much for your affectionate letter for the
17th, and for yours and each of the dear family's remembrance. For
the enclosed letter of - - - and her beloved husband, what shall I
say ~ It was a surprise, and read through blinding tears. If, in 1846,
mention was made of the Lord's mercies, indeed, indeed, numberless

104

Tlze Gosjtl Magazille.

"Ebenezers " have, during my life's long journey, been set up since-,
striking and wonderful, and not the least during the last three years
of widowhood, of the Lord's especial leadings and helpings and preservations, that, with your affectionate paintings out, I can say, "Surely
goodness and mercy have followed me all the days of my life," and shall
do to the end. . . . . .
Hastings, October 22ncl, 1885.
L. E. L.
AN ORIGINAL LETTER OF THE LATE DUNOAN
MATHESON.
[Without doubt, the annexed letter will be read with deep interest.
It is from the pen of DUNCAN MATHESON, who was engaged as
Scripture-reader in the Orimea, and whose memoir was subsequently
published. It was addressed to our late dear and highly-valued friend,
Mr. DOUGAL MCPHERSON, whose letters have from time to time
appeared in this Magazine, which were afterwards followed with particulars of his own peaceful and blessed end. Much have we missed
him from his own so long previously occupied place in St. Luke's
Church. We seem to see him at this moment listening with intensest
interest to the pulpit testimony. If anyone man more than another
could lay special claim to that precious Scripture, "Thy words were
found. and I did eat them; and Thy Word was unto me the joy and
. rejoicing of mine heart," that man was dear DOUGAL McPHERsoN. His
whole soul seemed absorbed in the truth-it was his meat and drink.
Even when pain and disease had made their deep mark upon his poor,
wasting, languishing frame, there was the bright smile and the sweetes't
evidence of sacred contentment, clearly bespeaking acquiescence in the
dealings of a loving and gracious Father. "Not my will, but Thine
be done," was the speaking language of that patient, contented, happy
suflerer.-ED.J
My DEARLY-BELOVED FRIEND,-Again I seize my pen to write YOt1
shortly, for time is not allowed me to do so at length. Lately, YOll
and Eliza have never been off my mind-why, I cannot say. I sup~
pose you are treading the same path of many sorrows, painful conflicts,
as before. Now, DougaJ, it is the best path-anything rather than a
. cold, dead, formal condition. My own poor soul is very lean, and often
I am led to question whether I really know the Lord or not. I had a
trying field at home, but here there is notl1ing but a wild field of death
all around. It has a serious effect. I feel this much, and have many
fears lest my work be in vain. There seems no moving of the Spirit's
power-no bursting of the heavens of brass above-no real crying,
"What must I do to be saved?" Blessed be His name, the winter
is passed, yet, amidst all that has been endured, there is no visible
melting amongst the men, though I do hope, in some instances, a few
officers have received blessing.
You meet here only to part! I knew a Oaptain VICKERS, of the·
97th Rflgiment. We often had sweet counsel together, and from my
very heart I loved him, for he was a man of God. Last week ha
was killed! I attended his funeral, and my heart difld as I saw him
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laid in the dust. The day before he died, he and a few officers spent
the day in prayer. The next night he was in eternity! I feel his loss
much. I expect this week to lose my best friend, Drum-Major
MCPHERSON. He returns home, and I am glad he leaves the army.
Now, dear Dougal, it is here one longs for the coming of His
kingdom. Little real power is given to pray for it.
I have many staggerings regarding the war. It seems stamped with
confusion, and counsels seem to come to nought. Still," the Lord
reigneth." I have seen enough of its horrors. If it is the Lord's will
to spare me to see you, I shall have much to tell you. My outward
work goes on well. I have commenced giving Testaments to the French.
They are kindly received. It is amazing, trying work, yet I am carried
through. Fever is breaking out very much. You meet one to-day, and·
returning a few days afterwards, find he is dead! You cannot imagine
how kindly all meet me. Many, very many, of the officers gladly meet
me, and, were I to ask anything of any, I should have it. This is of
the Lord. StilI, I look for a breaking forth of power. Well may
Christians at home tremble. It is a solemn Lime. Our sun seems
settillg! I am looking very anxiously for a letter from you-a long,
long one. The weather is getting very hot during the day.
Dear, dear friends, pray for us! Faint not! The day breaketh!
From this far-off land I greet you. I love you both. I seek to lay
both on the Lord. I know you shall overcome. He has carried you
through many storms, and will still uphold you. " Faithful is He that
has promised." It is His faithfulness, not our faith. Grace, though only
a spark, is undying! Fear not, and may He give you grace to believe.
When we may meet I cannot say. The meeting may be reserved for
on high. Do send my kind love to Mr. SMITH and Mr. TRYON, not
forgetting Mr. HICKS.
And how, dear friends, shall I end 1 I am wearied, and unable to
write much. With you it is easy. I~annot do so; always the incessant
roar of the mortars sounding in my ea
Do write, write, write! The
Lord, the God of Israel, bless you. He :as....done so, and will do so
again. It is four weeks to-day since I entered the Crimea. How
unnumbered are' Thy mercies, 0 God! Would I were pure in heart.
and had freedom to praise Thee more!
Ever, ever, dear friends, your affectionate friend,
Balaklava, April 4th, 1855.
DUNCAN MATHESON.
A FRAGMENT FROM AN OLD NOTE-BOOK.
St. Luke's Church, Bedminster, August 4th, 1870.-1 sit in this .church
with perfect amazement this morningi, and, as I survey it, I mentally
exclaim, "What hath God wrou~ht 1" Surely the raising of this noble
fabric was of His hand, and HIS hal).d alone. Again and again has it
proved a Bethel to my soul, the very gate of heaven.
D .
MAKE me more fruitful, and all the discipline-the how and the
wherefore--I leave to Thee.
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EXTRAOT FROM "ENGLISH OHUROHMAN."
A CURIOUS passage·of-arms has just occurred between Mr. GLADSTONE
and the St. James's Gazette. On December 19th, that journal printed,
on the authority of the Life of the late Mr. George G'rote, an
,extract from a s,peech by the late Prime Minister, delivered, in 1835,
with reference to the appropriation clause of the Irish Tithe Bill. Mr.
GLADSTONE was represented as having said that the motion would
"learl to expedient after expedient, till we come to the recognition of
the Roman Oatholic religion as the national one. In principle YOlt
propose to give up the Protestant Establishmeilt. If so, why not
abandon the political government of Ireland, and concede the repeal of
the legislative union ~ I hope I shall never live to see the day when
such a system shall be adopted in this country, for the consequences
{)f it to public men will be lamentable beyond description." A reference
to Hansard's Debates for 'arch 31st, 1835, confirms the substantial
accuracy of the quotation. On Saturday, however, Mr. GLADSTONE
,wrote to some of the newspa el'S to say that he "never delivered any
such passage," that the allege extract was ,a misrepresentation, and
that the "authorized report" 0 his speech was to be found in The
llfirror of Parliament. A refere~ce to that authority shows that the
passage in question is there given at greater length; but, strange to
say, though it differs verbally from the extract given in the St. Jarnes's
Gazette, in substance it is precisely the same. Mr. GLADSTONE ought
to apologise to our contemporary.-English Churchman.
[When men do their utmost to further and support-althoRgh they
may not openly avow their positive connection with or adherence toa system that maintains "the end justifies or sanctifies the means,"
such contradictions or anomalies are easily accounted for.-ED. G. M.]
BRADLAUGH AND THE OATH.

IT is with deep regret we find that BRADLAUGH, the avowed atheist,
has been allowed to take the oath, and thus secure his seat in the new
Parliament. It at once furnishes a sorry prospect for the work of the
session about to be commenced. There are those who' justify the
admission of the member for Northampton by stating that there are
already many members who are atheists, and that, therefore, BRADLAUGH
is entitled to a seat as a representative of the constituency which has
again, and again returned him as their choice. Lamentable, however,
as th~ fact may be, that there are other atheists in the House as well
as the member for Northampton, the question is, Have they made
the open avowal of their principles (so-called) as BRADLAUGH has
done ~ Are they connected with a publication, as he is, constantly
proclaiming the fact 7 Did they, in a single instance, repudiate the
oath they were about to take upon their admission to Parliament, as
BRADLAUGH did ~ These matters are well worthy our most serious
consideration.
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'Ve cannot imagine how any observant person can regard with
indifference the aspect of the times. To our own mind, they are fraught
with signs and tokens of the most solemn weight and importance.
Romanism has been encouraged, both politically and ecclesiastically,
throughout the length and breadth of these realms. Anarchy and
confusion, as a necessary consequence, have followed. "Distress of
nations, with perplexity," as a characteristic of the last times, is stamped
upon the age in which we live; and, if the Lord J ehovah's sore
judgments are not awaiting us, as a Church and nation, we are vastly
mistaken.
Our own mind, as we have frequently stated, is supported and
encouraged by the Word of the living God. Distinctly has He declared
by His servant J oel, in the face of impending judgments, "My people
shall never be ashamed"; and, after depicting the signs and tokens
of the last days, Jesus Himself mercifully said, "And when these t).lings
begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads, for your
redemption draweth nigh."
.
,
Here, dear reader, is our hope and heJ;e our confidence. Mark,
moreover, that preciom; Scripture, "Nevertheless, the foundation of
God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord, knoweth them that are
His; and let him that nameth the name of Christ depart from
iniquity."
.
POPERY.
WHERE the devil is resident, and hath his plough going, then away
with books, and up with candles; away with Bibles, and up with .blJads ;
away with the light of the Gospel, and up with the light of ,. cand1es
--yea, at noon-day.-Bishop LatimI31·. ~
"
Posture and imposture, flexions and enu£lexions, bo>ying to the right,
curtseying to the left, and an imme 'se amount of man-millillery.-:"
Sidney Smith.
.
.
Inqui~itive and restless spirits freque tly take refuge from their own
scepticism in the bosom of a Church which pretends to infallibility;
and, after questioning the existence of a Deity, bring them.selves to
worship a wafer.-Macaulay.
t

NEW YEAR'S WISH AND PRAYER :E'OR A 13ELOYEP ONE.
bless you, dear, with glad New' Christ fill life's blanks till love and
thanks
Year,
Well from your heart in praise;
In fulness of His grace;
Christ Jesus yours, with all His,} And your life show Christ's peace you
know
stores;
To end of earthly days.
Your trust in Him to place.

GOD

Then come what may upon life's way
Of trial, cloud, or gloom,
With Christ felt near, for doubt or
fear
May there be found no room.

Then, when heaven's light dawns on
your sight,
May the last shadows flee,
And holy joy without alloy
Your endless portion be.

E. L., T.
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LAMENTATIONS AND LONGINGS; OR, A VOICE FROM THE
SICK CHAMBER.
To the Editor oJ the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR AND BROTHER' IN CHRIST,-I was thinking to-day how
wonderfully the Lord works with His people, and how He brings things
to pass that we never think of. How true it is that the Lord works
in His own way, and not very often in ours, ill answer to prayer!
We are looking for deliverance in our way, in a certain direction, or
from a certain standpoint. The Lorrl answers in a different way
altogether, but the end or object of the prayer is accomplished all the
same. This is to convince us that the Lord is still "working after
the counsel of His own will," and according to His own good pleasure;
and everything will come to pass in His own good time, and all fm'
the glory of Himself a~d the good of His own dear people.
" God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform."

~

Our God is a Sovereign in the world, in grace, and in glory. Some·
times we can trace the Lord's doings, even in little things. For
instance, it was through the insertion of my letter to you in the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, in soliciting some back numbers of the Magazine,
that Brothers MERCKELL and CLARK, of Chicago, found me out, and
wrote to me two good spiritual letters, full of comfort and consolation
for the afflicted, and also sent some numbers of the GOSPEL MAGAZlNEthree numbers of 1836. Also, some dear friends in Canada two
numbers, and the Gospel Lecturm' for January, 1859, by the Rev. GEO.
D. DOUDNEY, of Charles Chapel, Plymouth. I found all these a great
boon and blessing-all full of free grace Gospel truths. This was
good food for a hungry soul.
You know nothing in England about starving for spiritual food. 0
dear, no; for England is full of free grace ministers anrl free grace
churches, free grace magazines and books, and God's spiritual people.
Oh, what a blessing to be surrounded with all these, and to die with
a room full of God's children! It will not be long now before I shall
be called home to heaven. It is my wish and earnest desire to die
with God's people in England, and to be buried by the side of my
father and mother and brothers. All died in the Lord. But I must
leave this also with the Lord. He knows all about it.
I have been confined to my room now for two years, a great
sufferer, and six times very near death. Six times the physicians said
I could not recover, and that I should die. :My case is a great mystery
to the physicians; they cannot make it out, neither can they make
me out. They say I have suffered enough to kill one hundred men.
Poor things, they do not know that I am in the Lord's hands, and
they do not know that, if He pleases, He can heal me and restore me
again to health. They have no knowledge of Jesus and His precious
truth. They have a letter, duty faith, and that is all, poor things!
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I am not angry with them, but I am really sorry for all such as have
no real knowledge of a saving religion, and know nothing of the love of
Jesus in the soul. Oh, how we ought to praise the Lord that He has
redeemed and called us, while so many are left to die in their sins! Yes,
let us lift up our feeble voice once more, and say, " Let grace triumphant
reign! " Yes, with a suffering body we will still exclaim, " Unto Him
be the praise and glory who has called us, and loved us, and redeemed
us." And now there is a crown awaiting us in heaven, for we shall all
be crowned as soon as we get there. vVe shall all be rewarded. This
will make up for all trials and afflictions here below.
Yes, dear brother, for two years shut out from the world-shut up in
a room of affliction and shut in with Christ. "For if we suffer with
Him, we shall also reign with Him." Then we have also the consolations
and comfort of Jesus, and His communings with our souls, which take
away the sting of suffering-so much so, that we hardly know whether
we are in the body or out of it. Have you never felt like this-that
the love of Christ manifested in the soul sometimes so powerfully overcomes the pain in the body that it has been something like an anodyne,
when
" The world recedes-it disappears;
Heaven opens to my eyes; my ears
With sounds serJphic ring" 1

And then we can shout aloud" Lend, lend your wings! I mount! I fly !
'0 gnve, where is thy victory 7
o death, where is thy sting?'"

-------1Lis wonderful sometimes how things that have happened forty and
fifty years ago will all come up to our memory, and so clearly to our
minds. It did so yesterday, when we lived in Plymouth, and when
we used to attend the Church of Charles, to hear that dear man of God,
Dr..HAWKER, and also Mr. ARTHUR TRIGGs, at Trinity Chapel. Dr.
HAWKER and my father were like brothers.
He was his spiritual
father, and was the means of bringing him out of bondage into the
glorious liberty of the Gospel. The Lord and the Doctor said unto my
father, "Go forth and preach the Gospel." He accordingly went forth,
and was in the Master's service forty years; and as long as Dr. HAWKER
lived, they both kept up a blessed correspondence. I happen to have
a precious letter of Dr. HAWKER'S by me now. He was a blessed man
of God, and a glorious minister of Christ's Gospel-not the gospel of
the day, nor the gospel according to the times, but the Gospel according
to Christ and His blessed apostles. This is the Gospel a hungry soul
needs, and cannot be satisfied without it.
" He had a l"rge, expansive soul;
He loved all those who loved his Lord;
He loved the Gospel as a whole,
Gathered from God's most holy Word."

They are both in heaven now, praising God together. God grant
the time may be short when we shall be there also, to join them in
the songs in that holy land, where sin, sorrow, nor death can never
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enter. My father also heard Mr. TRIGGS preach his first sermon,
and gave out the hymns. These were blessed times for the people of
God in Plymouth.
Oh, that we had such blessed times now,
going from house to house with friends, talking about Christ, preaching Christ, living Christ and walking Christ, loving Christ and
rejoicing in Christ! Bless the Lord for this blessed experience.
Oh, such blessed times as these! How they help us on heavenward!
We almost forget our trials and afflictions, and almost forget whether
we are in the world or out of it. It is the love of Jesus in our
souls that lifts us up out of self, sin, and misery, and we
take down our harps again, and tune them afresh to the glory,
honour, and praise of our loving Lord and great Redeemer.
UiIto Him who hath loved us be all the honour and glory. And, if
He has loved us once, it is a sure thing that He will never hate
us. Oh, no! His love is, like Himself, unchangeable and everlasting,
and once loved, loved for ever. Oh, what a comfort and consolation
is this to the poor tried and afflicted traveller Zionward! The
material heavens and the earth shall pass away, bnt His VVoi-d and
love shall never pass away. Oh, what a security, and Surety, Advocate, and Counsellor we have!
Cheer up, dear brother! It will all come out right in the end.
God give us grace to bear all our afflictions and trials, and to hold
fast to the truth to the end. There is a crown awaiting us at the
end of the journey, and eternal life, light, joy, peace, and glory for
evermore.
There was also that highly-favoured servant of God, the Rev.
DAvID DENHAM, in Plymouth, when we were there. He was the means
of the conversion of my mother when she was quite young-I think
nineteen years of age, and joined his Church. He was a delightful
minister. He would take his congregation to the gates of heaven in
his sermons. Oh, dear sir, that there were hundreds of such ministers
now! What we want is more like unto the late JOHN BERRIDGE,
TOPLADY, RUTHERFORD, WEST, ROMAINE, Dean CLOSE, RYLE, WELLS,
BANKS, and a host of others too numerous to mention-yea, and
more HAWKERS, who are not afraid to preach" the truth, .the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth," amidst all the Ritualists and
Puseyites-yea, and Romanists-in the Church of England. All these
. ought to be taken out of the Establishment and sent to Rome, where
they belong, as it is a shame for a Protestant nation to have to support these emissaries of Satan, poisoning the people's minds with
their Satanic errors.
This is rather a long letter, but we cannot write too much about
our adorable Lord, who has done so much for us; and then it may be
the last, for I am in such a critical condition, if you do not hear from
me any more, you may oonclude that the Lord has called me home;
and it will not be long now before He will oall you home too. You
have a good record;' you have worked hard in the vineyard; and
there is a glorious reward awaiting you in heaven. Bless the Lord t
What a meeting that will be, if we are to recognise one another in
glory! Well, I hope so, for this will add to our happiness-recognition in heaven.
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Please remember me in your prayers, and also God's people in
England, for "the prayer of the righteous availeth much."
I have
great faith in the prayers of God's people, and the Lord hears and
answers their. prayers in His own time and way, that shall be for
the good of His children, and that will redound to His own glory.
Yes, He is still a living, loving, faithful, prayer hearing and answering
and promise-performing God. Have you not proved this time after
time ~ When you thought you must surely sink-when no one could
help you ---then, oh, then, the Lord has appeared for you, and delivered you out of your trouble!
Then you have said, I' 0 give
thanks unto the Lord, for He is good: for His mercy endureth for ever.
Let the redeemed of the Lord say so." Continually we are raising
our "Ebenezers" to the Lord, for He is continually helping us, and
"Happy is he who has the God
delivering us out of our troubles.
of J acob for his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God: for
the Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear Him, in those that hope
in His mercy."
Now, the Lord bless you and your ministry, your Church and
people, and crown it all with success j and likewise all the ministers
of truth in England and all His saints.
Yours, in the one faith,
Indiana, ~mericer.
WM. LITTLETON.

P.S.-~~y ?~ your readers have any good books, magazines,
sermens, I should be so thankful for some.

or

REPLY.

Our correspondent speaks in high terms of the privileges we enjoy
in England, in regard to the ministry of the Word, and the associations
of the Lord's people. Were he, however, in his old and loved country
at the present time, we believe he would find matters very different
to what he imagined. Whilst, from our own personal knowledge of
such a state of things, during our many years'residence in an obscure
part of Ireland, we can fully understand and practically sympathize
with the loneliness and desolation of which he speaks, yet we feel
assured, were he otherwise situated, and had he the opportunity of
mingling with even the children of God, he would not realize his anticipations. The hair-splitting and contention about secondary matters upon
the part of those who, whilst agreeing in the main and fundamental
truths of the Gospel, is attended with so much acrimony and bitterness
of spirit that, in proportion as the mind is sensitive and the conscience
tender, the soul, as it were, recoils into itself, and looks and longs for
" Jesus only!" The fact is, there is so much of poor fallen flesh about
us all--so much of the corrupt seed of the first Adam-that we are
little adapted to more than the occasional meeting and greeting each
other by the way as we journey onward and homeward. When we
reach the Celestial City, and when we have finally and for ever thrown
off and cast aside our fleshly garments, matters will be very, very
different. Then it will be all love, all joy, all peace, and that unsullied,
uninterrupted, and for ever! Meanwhile, whilst on pilgrimage, we are
like passengers in a far-going ship. Whilst the winds are light, the sea
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smooth, the sky clear, and the atmosphere pure and bracing, we may
pace the decks, and enjoy the companionship of our fellow-passengers, or
Cheerfully partake of the provision so amply and promptly at our
service. There comes, however, a change. Clouds obscure the blue sky,
the wind begins to blow, the sea rises, the ship rolls, and, in every
respect, discomfort and, it may be, sickRess, take the place of the previous placidity and enjoyment.
How marked the difference now!
Where is the smile, the agreeable talk, the pleasant companionship, the
retracings, and the anticipations 1 Silence-if not something worsebecomes the order of the day, and the secret longing, upon the part of
each and all, for a speedy termination of the existing state of things.
Now, dear afRicted friend and brother, if we are not very greatly
mistaken, had you your present so long-wished-for ond, namely, the
society of dear kindred in the Lord, you would soon find, to your disappointment and bitter regret, that, upon your voyaging over the
wide-spread ocean of life, it was neither all fair weather nor smooth
sailing. Something or other would soon and unmistakably occur to
prove to you that you were here only" a stranger and a pilgrim "-that, in
very deed, "this is not your rest; it is polluted." The hope, the rest,
the uninterrupted communion, the unbroken fellowship-all this is in
reserve. It is to be found in the upper and better world-there, and
there alone.
From what we have said, however, we would not have our corre3pondent imagine that we are indifferent to, or that we undervalue, th'3
preaching of the Word or the communion of saints. By no means.
We are too conscious of the fact that "it has pleased God by the
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe" j and equally
sensible are we of the fact that "it is good that brethren s110uld dwell
together in unity."
Who that knows what dearth of the preached Word "0 poor, hungry,
thirsty souls is, can fail to estimate the sweet and sacr d privilege of
being brought, in the good providence of God, under the ound of' the
Gospel, anci to receive, at the preacher's mouth, "words i season to
such as are weary" 1 For such ministers to prove messengers from
the Lord of Hosts to their poor and needy souls 1 In like manner,
how great the mercy, when permitted to meet with a fellow-traveller
who has personally encountered the difficulties and the dangers attendant on pilgrimage, and who thus can compare notes with the
troubled and tempted, the suffering and sorrowful!
. Well do we remember a severe i-llness that we had, some eighteen
years ago, when we thought, " Well, if I learn nothing more by this
afRictionthan this, I have learnt by it to estimate the visit of a friend."
,Ve used to rej oice at seeing such enter our sick-chamber. Upon these
grounds, therefore, we can understand and sympathize with our correspondent in his long and severe afRiction.
THE EDITOR.

: Go on in the strength of the Lord, and put Christ's love to the
trial, and put upon it burdens, and then it will appear love indeed.
,Ve employ not His love, and therefore we know it not.-Ruthe1fo1'd.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO TH~ ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel .Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-I trust the following letters, which have all
come to hand within the last three days, will have the effect of stirring
up fresh help and sympathy in this good work. The names of sixteen
agents have just been added ,to our list for a monthly parcel of reading
which weighs three pounds, and consists of the various free-grace
magazines, sermons, bound volumes, little books, and tmcts:FRoM A CAVALIW MISSIONAIW.
"My DEAR SIR,-The contents of your well-selected parcels are very
acceptable and most useful to me in my work, and I- shall be truly
thankful for a regular monthly supply. In addition to the five hundred
cavalry here, I Yisit many pensioners and their families in thA town;
also, four days in each fortnight, I labour with infantry at another station.
" I am glad to know that your religious views and mine are exactly
identical. Thank God for His sovereign grace. I joined the Rifle
Brigade some thirty-one years ago, served as sergeant, &c., in the
Crimean War and Indian Mutiny, and for the past twenty·five years have
laboured in my present capacity. You can imagine my heart and
soul are with the dear soldiers and in the army, where I was led to know
myself as an unclean thing, and Christ as my Saviour. I was sergeant
in Captain HAMMOND'S Company, and was with him when the Master
called him home on September 8th, 1855."
FROM A MISSIONARY TO INFANTRY.
"DEAR MR. BRIDER,-I thank you very much for the very useful
and pure Gospel package received to-day.
I pray they may, by God's
Holy Spirit, be blessed to those who may read them. I have been
much refreshed by your books in the past. I should feel thankful and
honoured to have my name upon your list for a monthly supply. I
have been much interested by your conversion in dear old Gibraltar,
which was also my spiritual birthplace. It was on the 23rd of April,
186'7, in the Casemate Barracks, after being ten long years under
conviction of sin, that the Lord met with me.
" Having run through your twelfth annual report, I believe God bas
led you by a way you knew not. My prayer for your work is, 'God
bless it!' and for you, 'God bles.s him!'"
FROM THE HIGHLAND BRIGADE.
"DEAR SIR,-In returning my heartfelt thanks for the parcel just
received, I would like to give expression to my feelings of gratitude
for the wonderful goodness of God in supplying all our need. The
stock of tracts and books you so kindly sent me last time was nearly
exhausted, and I was quite at a loss to know how to get some more;
and my surprise can be more easily imagined than described, when your
parcel came in. The last lot has not only been of service to me, but
has also been to many of the men among whom I labour. I sometimes
see them reading a tract when they think no one is looking, and after
baving read it, fold it carefully, and place it in a secure place from
I
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observation, and thus a work of grace may be going on, although we
are all unconscious of it. I have only found three men in this station
who have refused to take a tract. That 'is a small number indeed out of
a total of nearly one thousand men who have come and gone during
the last three months. Many papers, I doubt not, have been put to a
very bad use j but if, by their distribution, one single soul is rescued,
it will more than amply repay us for the mortification we have had j
and the knowledge that our labours have been crowned with success
will encourage us to greater effort to spread abroad the knowledge of
Jesus Christ, our blessed Lord."
FR0:I\1 A LIGHTHOUSE.
"DEAR MR. BRIDER,-I desire to thank you very much for the parcel
of books received j also for the two parcels previously to hand. I
cannot tell you how much we value and- enjoy reading them. They
cheer and encourage us in our journey through life. In these outside,
lonely places, we need something to stir us up to greater diligence to
serve God. Your books are admirably adapted to guide and help all
who read them."
FROM A SERGEANT IN SOUTH AFRICA.
c'DEAR SIR,-I cannot find words to sufficiently thank you for your
very great kindness to me in Bechuanaland and elsewhere, in sending
me such precious books to read and distribute to my comrades. I pray
that He may bless you very richly for your labours of love, and also
those who are thinking of the soldiers' and sailors' welfare in foreign
lands, for there is so little to be got except what is really no good
for building up the Christian, and bringing honour and glory to Him
who is King of kings and Lord of lords."
It is very encouraging to find such a number of men, whose duties
lie in the army and navy, thus anxious to receive and circulate God's
truth among the men. The portable little book, "Walks and Talks
with Jesus," has endeared itself to many a red-coat and blue-jacket,
and I should be thankful for further help to aid the distribution of
this work. Many are the inquiries for this little book, and we should
be very thankful to have 'the means to satisfy the demand for it.
Donations for this purpose, and other objects of the Mission, will be
most thankfully received by me at the Old Gaol Chapel, Salisbury.
Yours in fellowship,
January 5th, 1880.
CHARLES BRIDER.
REPLY.

The, more we hear of the delusive practices of the times, and the
pernicious and destructive literature so widely circulated, the' more
anxious we are to do the utmost in our power to counteract all such
influences. This" Gospel Book Mission to the Army and Navy"
opens an extensive field for usefulness in seeking to sow the good
seed j and we consider a solemn responsibility rests upon those who
have the means at command for so doing. Help, then, dear readers j
help in this all-important matter whilst you can. Not in a legal, but,
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in a true Gospel sense, we say,. "'Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do,
<10 it with thy might j for there is no work, nor device, nor know- .
ledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest" (Eccles. ix. 10).
What said the Master 7 "I must work the works of Him that sent
Me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work" (John
ix. 4). Ah! that "night," reader! How soon it will be here! How
soon the sun of our short day will go down, and we enter upon the
-darkness of the tomb! Oh, meanwhile, during the little remaining
moment of our sojourn here, may we, as we said, in a true Gospel
sense, be "up and doing." Let us seek to "sow beside all waters."
"In the morning to sow the seed, and in the evening to withhold
not our hand, not knowing which shall prosper, either this or that,
001' whether they both shall be alike good."
As an illustration of the desirableness and the satisfaction of this
-earnestness and promptitude, we would call the attention of our readers
to an article on page 94, entitled, "A Remarkable Dream." We
quote it from Mr. BRIDER'S monthly paper for gratuitous distribution
in the army and navy, entitled, "HOME!"
Now, as an instance of the great need of such works being circulated
.among our naval and military men, we will give an example of very
recent occurrence. One of ·the soldiers who returned from India .by
the troopship Jumna, which .reached Portsmouth about a fortnight
since, stated that such was the disappointment felt by many of the
troops, in consequence of their return to England being delayed, that
five young men of his own regimlC'nt committed suicide! They first
resorted to the vile trash sold as spirits, and then, maddened, as it
were, by the deadly ingredients infused into it, destroyed themselves!
The soldier of whom we speak told our informant (his own sister)
·of one case in which a young man, vexed and irritated by the delay
in his return home, first partook of the intoxicating cup, and then,
-entering the guard-room, where some twenty of his comrades were
se~ted, said he was about to blow his brains out, at the same time,
pointing a pistol at them with the one hand, declaring if anyone
.attempted to interfere with. him, he would shoot him, and with the
<>ther pistol levelled at his head, touched the fatal trigger, and fell
dead in the presence of those who felt that the seeking to prevent
such an awful deed was only themselves to rush into the very arms
of death and destruction.
Now, with such facts as this-and doubtless this is only one of many
-who will not acknowledge the need of doing all they can by way of
furnishing means which, under the divine blessing, may serve to
awaken and enlighten and bless 7 How manifold are the proofs and
-evidences that real and lasting benefit has attended the scattering
far and wide the works identified with the Mission for which we
plead!
Mr. BmDER proposes to contribute £5 from the Mission Fund for
a further supply of the book, "Wall,s and Talks with Jesus." The
Lord having been pleased to smile upon that work to a most
encouraging extent, makes us the more a~lXious for its increased distribution. With this end in vie'?t, we purpose supplying at half-price
the sixpenny edition of this work. Hence, every contributor of a
I
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shilling will be instrumental in sending four copies of "Walks anti
Talks with Jesus" to the soldiers and sailors connected with Mr.
BRIDER'S Mission.
Reader, help! help! help! Let us announce next month that a
thousand " Walks and Talks" are on their way to the Mission.
THE EDITOR.

A GROSS MISSTATEMENT.
To the Editor oj the Gospel Magazine.

REV. AND DEAR Sm,-Pardon me for troubling you with this
note of inquiry, trusting that you will give me an early reply.
I went to a tea-party at Christmas, about four miles from here,
belonging to the Particular Baptists. The Chairman was a gentleman
who preaches amongst them, and supplies other places. He is one who
professes to hold the great and grand truths contained in our Tenth
and Seventeenth Articles of the Church of England. During the
meeting he distributed the prizes. One of these was a volume of
Old Jonathan. Before he gave this book, he made some remarks about
a visit of his to Bristol. He also stated that he went to look at
your church, and the first thing which struck him was your "noticeboard," and on which were the words, "Holy Baptisms." He seemed
to be greatly astonished at seeing the word "holy" preceding "baptisms," and especially so, you being a believer in the "great truths:'
When I heard his statement, I also felt strange, and, in fact, I could
scarcely credit it.
I thought at the time I would write and ask
you if your notice-board does, or ever did, contain the words "Holy
Baptisms."
The matter keeps recurring to my mind, hence my reason for
troubling you.
Believe me, rev. and dear sir, yours very sincerely,
R. H. DEAIWEN.
Ramsbottom, near Manchester, January 19th, 1886.

[And well might our correspondent "feel strange," and "scarcely
We presume that .his mind will be set at rest, as far as
credit it."
we are concerned, when we state that there is no such announcement
as "Holy Baptisms" on our church-board, nor was there ever such.
The time of "baptisms," and the hours for divine service, are all
the board contains. How the "gentleman" could have made such a
statement we are quite at a loss to imagine. We adopt this means of informing him that we never attach the word" holy" either to baptisms
or the "Communion." Of the latter, we invariably write or speak of
it as "the Lord's Supper."-ED.J
HE that loved them out of darkness will love them into everlasting
light.
MAY they remember that their Refiner can make no mistake j and
may this be their comfort-that He who tries them is He who died
for them.
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PULPIT-THOUGHTS FOR MIDNIGHT MEETING, 1885-6."COME! .,
SECURITY.-Noah-" Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for
thee have I seen righteous before Me in this generation" (Gen.
vii. 1).
CO!lfPASSION.-.Moses at the back of Horeb-" And the Lord said, I
have surely seen the affliction of My people which are in Egypt,
and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters j for I
know their sorrows" (Exod. iii. 7).
INVITATION.-Moses-" Come thou with us, and we will do thee good j
for the Lord hath spoken good coucerning Israel" (Num. x. 29).
COURAGE.-Davicl and Goliath-" Then said David to the Philistine,
Than comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with
a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of Hosts,
the God of the armies of Israel, whom thon hast defied" (1 Sam.
xvii. 45).
.
SUB1fISSION.-Job-" All the days of my appointed time will I wait,
till my change come" (Job xiv. 14).
F<ORGIVENESS.-" Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord:
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow j
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool" (Isa. i. 18).
CAUTION.-" Come, My people, enter thou into thy chambers, and
shnt thy doors about thee: hide thyself, as it were, for a little
moment, until the indignation be overpast" (Isa. xxvi. 20).
REMONSTRANCE.-" Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters,
and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea. come,
buy wine and milk without money and without price. Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread 1 and your
labour for that which satisfieth not 1 Hearken diligently unto Me,
and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself
in fatness. Incline your ear, and come unto Me: hear, and your
soul shall live j and I will make an everlasting covenant with
you, even the sure mercies of David" (Isa. Iv. 1-3).
R,ESTORATION.-" They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them: I will cause them to walk by the rivers
of waters in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble: Jur
I am a Father to Israel, and Ephraim is My first-born" (J er.
xxxi. 9).
PLEDGE.-" Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest" (Matt. xi. 28).
ASTONISHMENT.-" Come, see a Man, which told me all things that
ever I did: is not this the Christ 1" (John iv. 29.)
.
WELCOME.-" And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let hIm
that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely" (Rev.
xxii. 17).
THE CLOSE.-" And then shall the end come" (Matt. xxiv. 14).
FINAL INVITATION.-" Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation' of the world"
(Matt. xxv. 34).
D. A. D.
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"LITTLE TALKS WITH TEACHER

j

OR, 'CAN THERE BE

HOPE FOR ME ~ , "
WE beg to state that the three months allotted for learning the above
have now expired. A vast number of children have learnt the hymn,
and, in uue course, have received the promised prizes. The letters we
have received have been of the most grateful and gratifying character.
We hope to make selections from them for the next or an early Number
of this work. We cannot but indulge a fervent hope, from the tonc of
the correspondence, that many a dear child has been s'l.vingly wrought
upon by this humble effort to instruct and bless them. We are, morcover, the more disposed to cherish the hope that what was written was
of the Lord, in consequence of the mind being quite closed to any
renewed attempt at rhyming. We can't write a verse, nor can we repeat
one of those we had written. Our earnest prayer is, th~.t the Lord
would be pleased to fix the truths contained in the hymn in the hearts
of at least some of the dear young learners. One mother, in writing tasay that two of her young daughters had learnt the lines, says : When I read the verses, I thought, "How very striking!" as I had
felt many of the same things when quite a child. How interested I should
then have been, as everything seemed so dark and dismal to me! I well
rememper, when about fourteen years of age, when feeling in a most
wretched state, that those words were brought to my mind, "I will bring
the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that
they have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked
things strai~ht. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them"
(Isa. xlii. ] G). I trust and hope that I have found it all true; yet oftea
doubt it all. ·What a mercy He is long.suffering and full of compassion to>
a worthless one like me !
Yes, indeed it is a mercy, dear unknown yet well-known one. vVhat,
alas! should we do but for His being that long-suffering and compassionate God ~ The longer we live, the more we fee~ we have to draw
from the fulness and boundlessness of His tenderness and mercy.
ST. LUKE'S SUNDAY SOHOOLS" BEDMINSTER.-A tea was given at these
schools, on Monday evening, to those who had learnt and repeated to theil
teachers a hymn, consisting of sixty-seven verses, entitled, "Little Talks with
Teacher; or, 'Can there be Hope for Me 1'" Including six mothers, who had
committed the same to memory, 131 were present, varying in age from four
to forty-seven. Each received a book as a reward for their labour. In the·
course of the evening, Mrs. G. WELCHMAN, as Superintendent of the Girls'·
Sunday School, was presented with a beautiful salad-bowl, and Mr. G. WELCHMAN, as Superintendent of the Boys' Sunday School, with a copy of the·
"National Encycloprndia," consisting of thirteen volumes. These gifts were
presented by the Vicar of the parish and Teachers of the schools, as slight
mementoes of their esteem and regard for those who had so long and ably
cqnducted the above schools.-Bristol Times and Min'or, December 23r(l,
1885.
INSCRIPTIONS.-" Presented to Mr. G. WELCHMAN, by the Pastor aTIcl
Teachers of St. Luke's Sunday Schools, Bedminster, as a slight token of thoil'
esteem rtnd regard, December 21st, 1885." "Presented to Mrs. G. \VELOIIMAN,
by the Pastor and Teachers of St. Luke's Sunday Schools, Bedminster, Lts f~
small token of their esteem and regard, December 21st, 1885."
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IRELAND.
ORDAINED as we were in Ireland, and privileged to labour there for
some eleven years, we cannot but retain an interest we so long felt in
its people. Our readers will, therefore, understand the deep concern
with which we read the following statement from one so many years
familiar with the country. That there is abundant reason for the
anxiety therein expressed, the daily records of the lawlessness which pervades the land prove, and that most lamentably. We can but regard
the present state of things as the very natural outcome of that independence of the great Ruler and Controller of the universe which has
been so largely indulged, and that, moreover, in high places.
Mr. S. C. HALL, who for many years has been a close observer of
Irish affairs, writes to the Morning Past a long letter on the present
situation. He concludes with the following words:- .
"I am a very aged man, but I have known Ireland well, and loved
it much, from a very far-off period-so far off as 1810. Yet, old as I
am, I expect to live long enough to see a civil war in Ireland-a
religious war it certainly will be-a massacre of the Protesta,nts in the
South and West, and reprisals by one hundred thousand fierce Orangemen marching down from the 'Black North.' Alas! the calamity is
in the near future of Ireland. It is horrible to contemplate such an
issue, but it will follow the work of PARNELT, and his eighty-five as
surely as night will follow day, unless the course of these evil men is
arrested boldly, bravely, and thoroughly before it goes much farther."
Lord WAVENEY, in a third letter to the Times on the Irish affairs,
says :"\Ve stand on the edge of a rushing torrent.
If, with unc1azzled
eye and unmoved nerve, we gaze into the abyss and gauge its terrors,
our safety is secure as the firm earth on which we stand; but there
must be neither hesitation, doubt, nor delay. . . . I would have said
so a month since-I say now-if obstruction raise its head in your
Parliament, remove or expel the offender. If rebellious cities show
their spiteful hatred or contempt for the Constitution of these realms,
cancel their charters; and, when the law is vindicated, there may be
space and leisure for replanting in the national Irish mind the seeds
of civil order, which the negligence of the Legislature has left to be
choked by the tares and cockle of the agitators. Do we need an
example 1 Look on Italy."
THE BISHOP OF GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL UPON THE
PRESENT ASPECT OF THE TIMES.
WHEN preaching on Sunday, the 17th nIt., before the Mayor and
magistrates of Bristol, the Bishop said, when speaking from the
words, "The day of visitation" :" If there be ' days of visitation' to Churches, there are verily days of
visitation to nations; and it does not seem too much to say that there
is every sign that a 'day of visitation' has now come to our own na,tion
and to our own hitherto highly-favoured land. We have recently
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passed through great changes, the issues of which the most far-seeing
politician must feel that lIe is utterly nnable to forecast. To many it
may seem as though It wave of democracy must, in the very nature of
things, at last sweep over this ancient kingdom, and that we are now
seeing it silently rolling shoreward, gaining with each passing year
augmented volume and velocity. Great changes, it has been said, have
come to this nation with every two hundred years, and now more than
the two hundred years have passed away since the last great changes j
and changes, greater even than the past, are thought to be very near
at hand. To others, the characteristics of modern life, and its tendencies to compromise and adjustments, seem to preclude these graver
issues, and to suggest that, after all, the present will pass into the
future by comparatively easy sequences, and by gradients which
increasing civilization has continuously tended to prepare. To all,
however, the signs of the times are bearing with them a clear feeling
of anxiety which the most hopeful cannot disavow.
"When we think only of the state ot a sister island at this very
time-the paralysis of the very primary conditions of civilization, the
dark and sinister forces that seem everywhere at work, and the systematic support that is given to them by organized agencies in a distant
land-when we further observr, in almost every uttered word from the
lips of our more responsible statesmen, a sort of undertone of despondency or perplexity-a sort of half-avowed hopelessness of solving an
apparently insoluble problem-when we bear all this in mind, the most
hopeful among us can hardly doubt that a 'day of visitation' has dawned
upon us, and that the call to walk humbly with our God has come to
us with increased solemnity. Let us, then, give heed to that call!"

!\tbieius anb
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Sermons, Fragments 'of Sermons, and Letters. By WILLIAlVI GADSBY, of
.
Manchester. London: J. Gadsby.
UNLESS a portion of the sacred Word has been given in some other
way, our uniforJ:!l practice, in seeking for a text, has been to turn first
to the lessons for the day. If nothing special has been presented there,
we turn to the Psalms, or to the Epistle or Gospel, to see if there is
aught to be found ther€' upon which to speak, as the Lord the Spirit
may enable. With the first Sunday in the year's services in prospect,
we were anxious for a suitable worrl, both for the hearers and ourselves.
The first lesson for the day, Isaiah xlii., xliii., or xliv., contained
many a precious promise. It was whilst hesitating upon which of the
many to venture, the volume before us came to hand j and, in tho
Prefa~e, we find the following most touching statement, giving, under
the CIrcumstances, additional interest to the work itself. Now, horo
is the fact that at once arrested and refreshed :"I have before me," says the compiler, Mr. GADSBY'S son, "a lotto)'
from Mr. HUDSON, dated, Manchester, August 8th, 1870, in which It
says, 'I was hearing Mr.. TAYLOR last night, and upon opening my
uncle JOHN GREENHOUGI-I'S Bible in their pew, I read the following,
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written in the margin, opposite Isaiah xliii. 2, and marked January 21st
-Mr. GADSBY preached this sermon with very great fervour, but with
very great difficulty of breathing, especially in the evening, when it took
him four minutes to ascend the pulpit, having to stop upon every step.
But the Lord was very gracious in supporting his mind, although suffering in body. He was got home with much difficulty, and kept getting
worse till January 27th (1844), when he fell asleep in a precious
Jesus.' I,
The Spirit-taught of our readers will, we doubt not, contemplate
with grateful heart and adoring wonder the goodness of the Lord, as
manifested in and on behalf of His servant. He preaches his last
two sermons from that so precious and appropriate portion-" When
thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the
rivers, they shall not overtlow thee: when thou walkest through
the fire, thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame kindle
upon thee" (Isa. xliii. 2)-strengthened at the time in so marked
and gracious a way from on high, and then, within a week, personally realizes for himself tbe mercy, in all its fulness and
blessedness. In bis interesting history of "Hymn Writers and Compalers," Mr. GADSBY thus speaks of the death of his dear father"His last words were, 'I shall soon be with Him, shouting, "Vict0ry !
victory! victory! I, (raising his hand) for ever! . . . Free grace! free
grace! free grace ! ' He died without a struggle, without moving hand,
or foot, or head."
How precious is the consideration of the tender, loving, and most
gracious and merciful manner in which the Lord was pleased to
call home to Himself His three honoured servants, Mr. GADSBY,
Mr. W ARBURTON, and Mr. PHILPOT!
How blessedly in each waS
exhibited the power, the fulness, the freeness, of rich and sovereign grace! The two former called forth into the active service of
the Lord of the vineyard from the greatest obscurity, and trained
and tutored, strengthened and emboldened, to do battle-and such
battle too I-in the warfare of the great Captain of Salvation, the
King of kings and Lord of lords; the other selected and severed
from his collegiate connections and University associations, in order
to bring a sanctified scholarship into the service of the Lord, and
by means of which, under the teaching and power of the Holy Ghost, he
consecrated his great talents to the analyzing of the truth, and presenting it to his fellow-men, in strictest harmony with the literal Word;
at the same time inseparably coupled and identified with a living,
heartfelt experience, which, under God, gave tone and power and
unction to the testimony, the which no mere intellectual light or
research can command. Nothing short of the Personal work of the
Holy Ghost, in and by His servants, can ensure this.
But, in the closing up of the career of these three remarkable men,
how beautifully and blessedly was the declaration confirmed, "Mark
the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of that man
is peace " ! As we have just read, Mr. GADSBY, with his dying
breath, l;xclaimed, "Victory! victory!" Mr. W ARBURTON shouted,
" Hallelujah!" and Mr. PHILPOT, "Mighty tQ save!"
Oh, reader, how sweet is the contemplation of these precious,
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precious verities! How it inspires one to cry for one's self, :" Lord,
Lord, let me finish my course with joy! "
Those of our readers who possess the' volume, '.' Retracings and
Renewings," will find, at page 47, an allusion to our hearing the late
Mr. GADSBY, when he preached in London. The state of mind that
followed upon one occasion, in particular, we shall never forget. Moreover, if we mistake not, we heard him at Gower Street Chapel, on
Sunday evening, May 23rd, 1841. Glad indeed should we be to meet
with that sermon, the solemnity of which we remember to this' day.
We had, three days previously, been bereaved of our bosom companion,
hence the feelings under which we listened to that night's testimony,
the .place being so crowded that we had to stand throughout the
serVIce.
We first heard Mr. GADSBY' when, in the year 1824, he laid the
foundation-stone of a chapel at Devonport, then called Dock, in the
presence, it is computed, of eight thousand persons.
Dr. HAWKER died in the year 1827. We presume it wa,s to Mr.
GADSBY'S visit at that time the interview referred to in the annexed
letter took place. As, however, in the volume before us there is a
letter written to his people at Manchester from Plymouth Dock, in
1822, possibly it was in that year Dr. HAWKER and Mr. GADSBY met;
Here is the letter,. which appeared in this Magazine in the year 1857,
under the heading-

x

AS THINGS SHOULD BE.
SOME years ago, on Mr. GADSBY visiting Mr. DENHAM at Plymouth, Mr.
DENHAM asked him if he would go with him to see Dr. HAWKER. "Yes,"
he said, "I do not mind going to see the man."
They went;' and, ringing the bell, the Doctor came to the door and said,
"Is that you, Brother DlINHAM 1"
"Yes," he replied; "I have brought
Brother GADSBY to see you." "Come in, come in," said the Doctor; and
he opened such blessed conversation for an hour that Mr. GADSBY sat weeping as he listened, and came away with his heart full. A happy meeting
indeed!
" Well," said Mr. DENHAM, as they returned, "you have been and seen
the man." "No," replied Mr. GADSBY, "I did not see the man-I saw his
Master. I only saw the legs of the man, fQ.r the other parts of him were in
heaven!'
" Well" (continues our late dear brother, who wrote these particulars)
" do I recollect our own dear mother saying, in her last interview with the
beloved Doctor, when she asked him how he was, he replied, 'I am packed
up.' He' was w:aiting and longing for the summons, 'Come up higher!'"
E. P. DOUDNEY.
The beloved Dr. HAWKER died in the year 1827, and was buried
on his seventy-fourth birthday.
It was our privilege to hear him
expound, on a Sunday afternoon, in 'the desk of Charles Church, oh our
Thr-st visit to Plymouth, in 1824. How little did we then imagine
that, five-and-twenty years afterwards, we should have the sacred privilege of ministering from time to time beneath that same roof, and
that, too, in the hearing of some who, on the previous occasion, wer0
personally present! Oh, what a wonder-working God is our God!
Reader, has it been your mercy to test and prove Him 1
Those taught of the Spirit feel how good it is when, from time to
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time, what they hope they have learned from Himself receives confirmation
through and by the instrumentality of such as they have Scriptural
reason to believe are instructed in the same school, and by the same
almighty and all-gracious Teacher. Such of our readers as read the
report of the sermon we were permitted to preach in the Church of St.
Mary Woolnoth, in October, 1884, will probably remember that we then
stated our wish to fulfil a virtual promise made to the Lord, hard by
that identical spot, on the 8th of March, 1840, where He was pleased so
graciously and condescendingly and lovingly to set our mind at rest in
regard to the eternal safety of the soul of the dear infant child He had
a few days previously called away. From that time to the present
we have enjoyed the sweetest confidence as to the salvation of infants.
But, as a parent, the reader will readily imagine the satisfactionyea, the sacred pleasure-we realized, in opening upon the following
statement by such a champion for God and truth as Mr. GADSBY was
well known to be. Here are his words:"I believe that the soul of every child which dies in its infancy win
shine as bright and be as great as that of Paul or any of the apostles;
and I believe also that WILLIAIIf GADSBY, vile as he is, will shine as
bright as Paul, too."
We rejoice, we repeat, more than we can express; and the more so·
because Oalvinism has been libelled by such a statement as this-that
"Calvinists have expressed their belief that there are infants in hell n'ot
a span long." vVe deem such a sentiment a vile perversion of the
doctrines of CALVIN. Many years ago, we met a Calvinistic minister in
Bristol, to whom we made this remark-" You are an older and a.
deeper-read man than T. Did you ever meet with such a statement in
the whole course of your reading 7" His answer in the negative was
given in the promptest and most positive way.
Now, Mr. GADSBY'S statement, as just quoted, we consider is fully
borne out in the parable of the labourers called at the eleventh hour~
" The last shall be first, and the first last." Of what value, in a
meritorious point of view, are all the labours, the toils, the sufferings,
of the oldest, the most tried, and the most self-denying, energetic, and
active of the saints, be they ministers or private Christians ~ Of
what value 7 N one whatever! As to merit, or worth, or weighing
the weight of a feather in the balances of the sanctuary, the whole is
of nought!
Nay, we hesitate not to say that the fathers in Christ.
and the mothers in Israel, old and experienced as they may be, are
les::: worthy of heaven as such than they were as babes in the family.
Less to answer for at first than at last! Why 7 Because they have
sinned-(and when have they not sinned 7 what day 7 what hour?
what moment 7)-they ha,ve sinnod against light and knowledgeFatherly love, tenderness, and mercy. Hence they have not the
shadow of a shade of plea upon the ground of meritorious works or
doings. No; a thousand times no! Whp so ready as they to ac-·
knowledge the truth, "I-Iaving done all, say, We a,re unprofitable
servants " 7
Now, wc believe there was not a man living in Mr. GADSBY'S
time who would have more fully endorsed these statements tha,n he.
Again, upon the same subject of infant salvation, in a sermon
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preached in Gower Street on Sunday evening, May -Blst, 1840, he
states, when speaking upon 1 John iI'. 4 ;But say you, "Do you suppose that all Christian experience is according to
the Word of God? Do you believe that the Holy Ghost sometimes works in
the heart of a child of God without the Word?" Yes, I do; but never contrary to it. He always brings about things exactly according to the Word of
God, and never contrary to it.
Perhaps there may be some one in this assembly who may say, "Oh,
but I believe He never works except through the Word, and by the hearing of the vVord." What a pretty sweep you make then ! You send
all infants to hell at once, for they are all "born in sin, and shapen
in iniquity," and, unless they are "renewed in the spirit of their
minds," and blessed with an interest in the Lord Jesus Christ, they
cannot go to heaven any more than adults.
They never could go on the
g-round of their innocence. They are not innocent; they are guilty; therefore, you sink all infants to hell.
Now, so far as I am from believing that, I believe rather that infants
dying in their infancy are amongst the number of God's elect, and
that God works a divine change in them without the hearing of the Word.
And we might just glan'ce at one sentence which gives us a little encouragement on this ground.
When Mary was pregnant with the Messiah, and
Elizabeth, her cousin, pregnant with John the Baptist-and God tells us
he was sanctified from the womb-Mary went to see her cousin, and,
a.~ soon as she stepped into the house, Elizabeth said,
"Blessed art
thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. For, 10,
as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe
leaped in my womb for joy."
How in the name of a good con·
science did little John, in his mother's womb, know anything about it,
if God the Spirit had not revealed it to him 1
It could not be from
any natural circumstance.
And, yet she says, "The babe within me
leaped for joy"; and I believe millions of babes have "leaped for joy" in
their mothers' womb, and leaped out of their mothers' womb into heaven,
by the blessed power and energy of God the Holy Ghost, who can work
without the Word. Bu~ you see it was not contrary to it, for it was the
salutation of Mary, pregnant with the Messiah, and John was led to leap for
j0y at the Messiah being there.
And so, as the Lord the Spirit makes manifest the truth, whether in infants
or in adults, it is according to the Word of God, therefore you must bring
Y'Our experience to the standard of God's Word. And when you have a
"Thus saith the Lord" for what you do, a "Thus saith the Lord" for
what you feel, a "Thus saith the Lord" for what you experience, a "Thus
saith the Lord" to comfort you, it is a nail that all hell shall never extract out of your conscience. It is "a nail in a sure place." A" Thus saith
the Lord" is worth a. million of "Thus saith this man or the other man."
It is a blessed thing in the conscience when God the Spirit brings a "Thus
s~ith the Lord" there.

Although so many years have since passed away, we have never
forgotten ,an incident which, in the course of one of his sermons at
Gower Street, Mr. GADSBY mentioned. When speaking of the frailtiol:l
of believers-their tempers and self-will-he said that, on one occasion,
some little difference arose between him and his wife, nor were mattel's
adjusted before they fell asleep, neither the one nor the other giving
way. Soon after midnight, they were awoke from their slumbers 1.>y a
loud knocking at the door. Upon rising to inquire the cause, the
watchman (there were no policemen in those days) informed them that
tReir house had been broken into, and so, to their cost, they found it.
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A quantity of furniture had been stolen, and the place left in confusion.
No sooner was he made acquainted with the fact than (according to
Mr. GADSBY'S own admission) his conscience smote him for the tone of
mind in which he had fallen asleep. He felt, as it were, dumb before
tho Lord, and, filled with self-loathing and reproach, he left the house,
porplexed and anxious about the missing furniture. Such, however, was
tha tender forbearance and forgiving mercy of his gracious God and
:~"ather, that no sooner had he reached ona of the streets hard by that
in which he lived, than there he found every item of the missing articles.
Thus did the Lord gently and lovingly rebuke His wayward child,
showing him what He could have done, but, at tho same time, exercis.ed
such gracious, Father·like forbearance. What effect this narrative had
upon the hearers in general we know nJt, but for thi'S wa can vouch,
that it has numberless times acted with a salutary ci;tution upon at least
one of Mr. GADSBY'S audience, to take heed to the divine injunction,
" Be ye angry, and sin not; let not the sun go down upon your wrath."
If at any time a little vexed feeling has striven for the mastery, and
n. disinclination in the leastwise cherished not t:> seek reconciliation,
Mr. GADSBY and his stolen furniture has instantly so re-presented itself
AS to urge upon and secure the adjustment of the little difference of
feeling or opinion.
We question if two men were ever more thoroughly united in heart
and soul, in a true spiritual and Gospel sense, than WILLIAM GADSBY
And JOHN WARBURTON. They were a second David and Jonathan.
This will be clear to the reader of that estimable book, "vVilderness Mercies." It appears, however, that, upon one occasion, some
little difference sprang up between these two dear servants of God.
Some few days-three or four at least-they stood aloof from each
other. At length, unable to bear with such a state of things any longer,
ither JOHN went to VVILLIA1.f, or WILLIAU to JOHN, and, upon
knocking at the door, the one said to the other, "Brother, what fools
?Ve have been!" In the promptest manner the other replied, " Brother,
what fools we are! "
Ah ! would to God that there were a little more of this forgiving
spirit rife in the day in which we live! Sure we are that, with
whi.chever the fault or the cause of contention may lie, if there be.
indulgence of animosity or ill-feeling, there will be shyness at the
throne-no access there. Such may complain of their coldness, their
barrenness, their doubts and fears, and we know not what, but the
matter is easily explained and the problem solved. Hear the wordS'
of Jesus, in reply to Peter's inquiry, "How oft shall my brother
sin against me, and I forgive him ~ till seven times ~ Jesus saith
un to tim, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy
times seven" (Ma.tt. xviii. 21, 22). Mark, too, that significant counsel,
" I f thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy
brother hath ought against thee; leave there thy gift before the altar,
and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come
and offer thy gift" (Matt. v. 23, 24).
Wo have neV€f forgotten a fact that was stated to us, many years
ago.
A short time before we were located at Bonmahon, there
resided a Roman Catholic gentleman in the very house which we
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afterwards occupied for some years. A difference had sprung up
between him and a neighbour about some land, and the consequence
It pleased. God,
was, their avoidance of each other afterwards.
however, to lay His afflictive hand upon one, and, when upon his
death-bed, he sent for his neighbour, in order that he might be
reconciled to him before he passed away. A noble example, and
that from a Roman Catholic! Many an enlightened Protestant (sotaIled) might well follow so notable a pattern.
One of the most touching scenes we ever remember to have witnessed, during the whole of our parochial experience, was the
l'econciliation of a brother and a sister, who had been previously at
variance, at the bed-side of their dying father. As the sister stood on
the one side and the brother on the other side of the bed, they shook
hands over the then unconscious father. It was a sad and yet a
touching- spectacle, suggestive of many a lesson.
Oh, if we could but think more of the brevity of life-the very short
period allotted us here-the patience, the forbearance, the forgiving
ftove and mercy, the Lord has so continuously to exercise towards ourselves personally; our manifold provocations; our sins and shortcomings
()f thought and word and deed; the ceaseless and uninterrupted need
{)f the renewed application of the blood that cleanses from all our sin;
the little moment of the time-state in which, in some small measure
Jtnd degree, we shall have the only opportunity of showing to a gain.
saying world "whom we love, and whom we desire to serve"; and,
though last, not least, the fact that we hope to spend a vast and blissful
~ternity with the very persons with whom we may now possibly be
slightly at variance! We repeat that, when all these things are considered, what abundant reason have we to seek reconciliation where, it
may be, differences-and consequent shyness and avoidance the one of
the other-now exist! Oh, what, what will be our feelings-what our
ardent wishes and desires-when we come to lay our heads upon our
dying pillows ~
Reader, think of this!
We anticipate much profit and edification in the perusal of the volume
upon which we have commented, and from which we have made the
foregoing extracts.
1885. London: Alabaster, Passmore,
and Sons.
THIS little work is' introductory, rather than supplementary, to that
which is about to be published, for we are happy to find that Mrs.
SPURGEON has yielded to the widely-expressed wish that, in connection with the proceedings of the year just passed, she should reproduce the whole of the interesting details given in previous Reports,
in one consecutive form.
The desirableness of this is two-fold-first,
in that few, if any; of the Reports are now to be obtained; and
secondly, because such a marked proof of the smile and approval of
the Most High upon a work commenced with so much simplicity and
child-like dependence upon Himself should be spread. far and wide, for
the encouragement and edincation of His own dear people, and in the
face of a scoffing and gainsaying world.
The Book Fund and its Work.
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How heart-cheering to the watchers of the movements of Divine
Providence must be the fact that,' through the instrumentality of this
Book Fund, 8,869 volumes were distributed in the year 1885, "making
a total of 80,139 for the ten years." In addition to the above, 13,409
single sermons were issued for general distribution during the past year,
9,232 single sermons for missionaries in foreign lands, besides many
thousands of tracts, pamphlets, &c. The books were distributed between
294 Baptists, 189 Independents, 321 Methodists, 167 Clergymen, 27
Presbyterians, 32 Missionaries, 64 Evangelists, 33 Students, 3 Countess
of Huntingdon's rConnection, 3 Moravians, 2 Quakers, 1 vValdensian, 1
Plymouth Brother, and 1 Jewish Rabbi. Total, 1,138.
These statistics prove at once the miscellaneous character of the
distribution, and the carefulness and painstaking bestowed on the proceedings throughout.
In retracing the glorious work in which she has been engaged, well
does Mrs: SPURGEON say:"Who would have thought, when ·the first seeds of those crown
pieces [alluding to the simple way in which many of our readers will
remember she first ventured to embark in the work] were sown, that
they would have forced for me such golden fruit, and that, in ten years'
time, the produce would have reached a sum of over thirteen thousand
pounds? Or who could reckon up the weight of cheer and comfort and
gladness of heart for poor ministers which the Lord has permitted to
grow up in this, His 'garden of herbs' 1 Who could count the joys
and delights which have rewarded the toiler in this garden, as she saw
the seeds 'bring forth fruit, some thirty-fold, some sixty, and some a
hundred' 1 No one can be more astonished at the success of my work
than I myself am; yet, when I think of the power, and might, and
majesty of the God whom I desire to serve, I am far less surprised
at what has been done than at the miserable smallness of my faith
and expectation, which might have claimed and received' greater things
than these.' But blessed be the name of the Lord, who, with incon"
ceivable patience and love, has borne with my mistakes, and led me by
a right way, and supplied all my need, and bronght me to this day, to
tell the story of His grace and power! vVould that I could tell it better! "
What heart, seasoned and mellowed by rich and free and sovereign
grace, but must exnlt in such a God-glorifying, Christ-exalting, Spiritmagnifying testimony as the foregoing 1
We shall look forward with intense interest to the appearance of the
promised record of the ten years' work of "The Book Fund and its
Mission."
c

Report of the Clif/on Covjerence. Bristol: L. E. Chillcott.
THE friends who, from distance or other causes, were unwilling absentees
from the last Clifton Conference, will find a refreshing repast prepared
for them in the above Report of the proceedings.
In days like the present, it is a valuable testimony to the truth of
God, set forth by men brought under its gracious power in "the unity
of the Spirit and the bond of peace."· The answer to many prayers
appeared in the successful arrangements made for the edification of the
assembly upon an extensive subject, that gave width and length for
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speculation and conjecture. But vital points of salvation importance
were brought forward, both in the opening up of foundation truths
and heartfelt experience. Learning and historic evidence were not
wanting to form the outline of the subject; yet it was in the hands
of speakers who used it after the ancient directions as the "lace of
blue to bind the breastplate by the rings thereof, that the breastplate
.
be not loosed from the ephod" (Exod. xxviii. :l8).
While the undenominational character of this Conference is maintained
in happy brotherhood with the living members of Christ's Church, i.t
is matter for thankfulness, in these days of "false doctrine, heresy, and
schism," to see that there are men in the Establishment who are not
ashamed of the Articles to which they have subscribed, nor of the doctrines of grace revealed by the Spirit to their souls in the Scriptures of
God. These men, and such like, are the bone and sinew. of a tottering
Church-the living representatives in the nineteenth century of the
Reformation-the true supporters of Protestant principles-the lifeblood of truth in opposition to Arminianism, which is the root and
offspring of Popery.
.
The domestic affliction that followed so closely upon the exertions of
the Chairman has no doubt called forth the prayers and sympathy
of the people who witnessed his unwearied labours in the cause of
God; nor has the season of anxiety passed away without testimony
that the "prayer made without ceasiug" was heard and answered by
the God of heaven.-Cornmunicated.
Kee.Jing the Faith. A Sermon Preached by the Rev. GEORGE ROGER!:>
(in his seventy-eighth year) at Albany Cbapel, Camberwell, on
November 8th, 1885. London: Jackson and Co.
AN admirable sermon, and so much the more valuable from the fact
that it was the testimony of a very old and experienced preacher.
After expounding the nature and operations of faith in a very clear
and forcible way, he says, at the close of his sermon : "I have occasionally heard, during my life-time, of one minister and
another, of the modern school of thought, lamenting greatly in his last
hours that he had not kept to his first faith, and I have no doubt
this has been the case with many others. If I have any consolation
in reference to my past ministry, it is the fact that, with all its imperfections, it has been consecrated to the one Gospel of the grace of God.
My first sermon,: which was preached fifty-nine years ago from the
present time, was from the words, 'In whom we have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of
His grace' ; and from that time" , Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die.'"

DOCTOR GROSVENOR, being at the funeral of Dr. WATTS, a friend
said to him, " Well, Dr. GIWSVENOR, you have seen the end of Dr.
WATTS, and you will soon follow. 'Vhat think you of death 1" "Think
of it!" replied the Doctor; "why, when death comes, I sh!tll smile
upon death, if God smiles upon me."

