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NOTES BY THE WAY.
" Upon a poor, polluted worm
He makes His graces shine."

,-

"Fm' ]11.11 thoughts at'e not your thoughts, neithel' are yow' ways
My ~cays, sctith the Lord. For as the heat;ens are higher than the
earth, so are My ways higher than your ~cays, and My tlWltghtS than
your tltoughtS."-ISAIAH Iv. 8, 9.
.

I WAS accosted in the street, in a kindly manner, by a tall,
middle-aged person. "I am glad to see you about," said he.
"Thank you," was the reply i "but I'm very poorly." " You've
reached your three-scoTe years and ten?" "Oh, yes; I'm nearly
seventy-eight." " Ah! I've heard you often at such a church,"
said he. "You're waiting, I suppose?" "I'm shrinking, I'm
sorry to say," was my answer.
" Ah! that will make no
difference"-or words to that effect-" the Word stands good,"
was the rejoinder. I shook hands with my stranger-friend, and
walked on with deep regret at my want of faith, and a more
childlike reposing upon the arm and faithfulness .of Him who had,
for so many, many years, been my Guardian and Guide; yea,
such a God, so merciful, so gracious, so forbearing, so bountiful
and kind. In my review ef the long, long past, I could but feel
and mentally acknowledge the Lord's astounding goodness and
mercy. At the same time, I could but mourn over-yea, deeply
deplore-my inability to leave the little future with Him, andtQ
repose upon the sweet and blessed assurance that He would,'ill
very deed, "perfect that which concerneth me," and finally
,. bring me off more than conqueror, through Him that hath loved
.me"
I had gone but a few paces, with these thoughts uppermost,
when, apparently in the same casual way, I met a fellow-labourer
who, like myself, was laid aside from his loved work by illness,
which necessitated his and his partner's removal to a more genial
F
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climate on the Continent. We were thus both in the Lord':>
hand, and equally at a loss to know His will and purpose concerning us.'" The very place, however, where we stood, and for
a few minutes conversed, was one which might well remind me
of the Lord's matchless and marvellous mercies for so lengthened
a period, for, as a child, I was nearly crushed to death upon that
identical spot.
Notwithstanding the vast changes which have
taken place throughout the locality, there remains to this day the
v.ery same wall against which my fate was all but sealed. Hence
the so practical reminder of the Lord's protecting and preserving
care from that early day even until now.
As I left my friend, and walked on musing, I could but mentally exclaim"When all Thy mercies, 0 my God,
My rising soul surveys,
Transported with the view, I'm lost
In wonder, love, and praise.
" When in the slippery paths of youth,
With heedle~s step~, I ran,
Thine arm, ~mseen, conveyed me safe,
And led me up to man."

Yes, indeed, it was unseen, and unacknowledged too; neverthe- "
less, and in spite of this indifference and non-recognition and
acknowledgment, divine watchfulness and care were so mercifully
vouchsafed. Hence, in the contemplation, one could but mentally
. and gratefully exclaim"Amazing grace! how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me;
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see."

This was the tenor of my thoughts, as I walked onwards and
amid long-gone-by scenes and early associations. Hence, I could
but add"Through every period of my life
Thy goodness I'll pursue;
And after death, in distant worlds,
The glOIious theme renew."

The great Searcher of hearts knows that I am the subject of
the deepest regret and inexpressible sorrow, that I so sadly repay
all His goodness and mercy by such ingratitude and so little
confidence in Him as to the disposal of the residue of my days. I
freely confess that my judgment and my feelings are so at issue.
In my judgmmt, I know that all is-that all must be-ordered
well. I feel convinced that the same wisdom, love, and mercy
must appertain to the future as to the past; otherwise, the
• Although scarcely half my age, he has since had to resign his parish, and, with
his beloved wife (a dear niece of mine), has gone to winter abro!l.d.-ED.
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covenant could not be "ordered in all things, and 8ure." Of
what avail would a covenant be, did it only embrace certain times
and circumstanoes? Did it merely extend to limited periods and
positions, of what service could it be? Had J ehovah engaged
only to conduct Israel to such and such a place, and then leave
His people to do the best they could for themselves, how pitiable
would have been their plight-how hapless their condition! Would
there not have been ample ground under such circumstances
for their saying, as they did-" Would to God we had died by
the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the
flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the full; for ye have
brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly
\'. with hunger" (Exod. xvi. 3). No; a covenant that would fall
short of the completion, as well as tqe commencement and the carryin;g
• on the work up to a certain point, would be unworthy of that
Almighty Being who is not only competent to perfect His work,
~ but has pledged Himself to do so. When He called Abram out of
Ur of the Chaldees, it was with the promise that He would put
him in possession of a land where his seed should multiply as the
sands upon the sea-shore, or the stars in the heavens. When He,
the God of Abraham, lsaac, and J acob, brought forth the Israelites
out of Egypt, it was with the covenant assurance that they should
possess Canaan. And when the self-same Almighty One calls His
people by His grace, it is with the covenant pledge that He will
bring them to glory. Now, all this I hold, and rejoice in, in my
y"udgment. Moreover, I equally revel in the fact that the veriest
81:gh or cry for mercy is a sure 8ign and a blessed token of true,
spiritual, and imperishable life having been implanted in a soul that
was previously" dead in trespasses and sins." Upon this principle,
in my y"udgment, I am equally satisfied, as to the Vttality of the life
thus imparted, that "where the Lord lIct8 begun a good work, He
will complete or perform it to the day of Jesus Christ." In my
y"udgment, I can fully sympathize with the Apostle's utterance"I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is
able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that
day." In my y"udgment, I can adopt the same Apostle's challenge"What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us,
who can be against ns?" (Rom. viii. 31.)
I have stated, however, that my y"udgment and my feelings are at
issue. They are at variance; they disagree. Rarely do they accord
-very rarely; and if they do, it is but for the shortest season.
Interruptions speedily follow; and, so to speak, the old altercation
is speedily renewed, the opposition begins afresh. If asked,·" Is
there a precedent l Have other8 been in like circumstances? Does
such a singular contradiction exist elsewhere?" I answer such
inquiries by reference, as one example out of the many that might
be rendered-" I am so troubled that I cannot speak. I have
F 2
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·considered the days of old, the years of ancient times. I call to
remembrance my song in the night: I commune with mine own
heart: and my spirit made diligent search. Will the Lord cast
off' for ever? and will He be favourable no more? Is His mercy
clean gone for ever? doth His promise fail for evermore? Hath
God forgotten to be gracious? hath He in anger shut up His
tender mercies?" (Psa. lxxvii. 4-9.) Having thus described
his condition, the Psalmist adds-and, in so doing, accounts for that
condition-" This is my infirmity." Here matters are explained;
here the problem is solved. "This is my infirmity." Yes, and,
although I by no means wish to nurtw'e, much less to excuse
or }t!stify, distl'ust and unbeliej, and equally do I recoil from the
idea of nursing the doubis and fears of the Lord's dear children,
yet I have lived long enough to beware of the danger of a vain
confidence. In other words, crafty as the great adversary is, and
treacherous as our proud hearts are, there is but too great a liability
to idolize our faith-to substitute that faith for its great and
glorious ObJect-to rest on the gift rather than lean upon the Giver,
the Lord Ohrist Himself!
Now, here I take a firm stand, whilst, at the same time, I most
deeply deplore, as I have already expressed, my want of faith, my
little trust, my manifold fears, and my great disquietude, and that,
too, after a well-nigh four-score years' experience of the marvellous mercy, the matchless pity, the astounding patience, the
wondrous long-suffering, the pardon upon pardon, forgiveness after
10rgiveness, the infinite bounty, goodness, and love of a covenant
God in Ohrist.
I thus make this frank acknowledgment with the hope that, in
His good and gracious providence, the Lord may render it ot'
service to some poor, doubting, fearing pilgrim when my wilderness career shall have closed, and I shall have" gone the way of
all the earth."
I trust the Lord will so graciously and tenderly deal with me at
the last, that those weak and feeble ones-so like myself-may
take comfort and encouragement when they hear of the Lord's
dealings with me, and I trust it will lead them to exclaim, " Well,
in spite of all, the Lord has been so good and gracious, so faithful and so true, in the case of the departed OnE, notwithstanding his
previous manifold fears and misgivings, and his so intense recoiling
from the article of death, that I will 'thank God and take
courage'; yea, 'I will trust, and not be afraid.''' The Lord, in
mercy, grant that such may be the issue in others' and one's own
case.
But I have another, and that a most important, end in view in
thus simply and plainly stating these facts. It is, that I may be
enabled thereby, in some little measure, to show forth the character
of our God in His infinite condescension, His Father-like tender-

The Gospel Magazine.

.--

69

ness, His Brotherly compassion, His Friend-like pity, His ardent
solicitude, His ever-constant readiness to protect, preserve, deliver.
Ah! blessed be His name, it is so; and it is in the depths, and the
weaknesses, and the infirmities, and the fears, and the dreads, and
the apprehensions we prove it. It is in the weakness we are made
strong; amidst the fears we hear His gracious and so timely" Fear
nots " ; in the floods we feel we cannot drown, nor in the furnace
be burnt. Yes, yes, it is in such dread places we learn and revel
in the divine mystery and the matchless mercy, "When thou
passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the
rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through
the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle
upon thee" (Isa. xliii. 2).
Moreover, it is in such circumstances that we learn practically
and experimentally the meaning of such expressions as, "Let the
~~~lr.. ""~~, 1. ~'X'. ""i;x,,~'5 " " "T~~ \'l>.'X'.~ \'l>.lr".~ \~~ t>'l.~J " " "I ~'l>.'b
, brought low, and He helped me" ; "The race is not to the swift,
nor the battle to the strong"; "He sent His Word, and healed
. them" ; "I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord j
and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin."
And now for one of the ten thousand proofs that might be
given in evidence and as an illustration for what I contend, namely,
the set-off, in a way of divine loving-kindness, tenderness, and compassion, against the fears, disquietude, and utter unworthiness of
the ?reature, upon the part of' the God and Father of all our
merCIes.
In the early part of this article, I have already expressed my
state of' mind in regard to weakness and fear; and herein is proof
of there not being the veriest ground for creature boast, fleshly
pride, or human dependence, whatever the previous experience may
have been, or whatever the many years' personal knowledge of
divine mysteries, and gracious guidance and care.
Under a deep-felt sense of weakness, helplessness, and sinfulness,
I went to my bed at the close of the day, the early exercises of
which I have already adverted to. So frequent-so incessant-so
harassing-are oftentimes the dreams and visions of the night with
me, when restlessness or sleeplessness does not befall me, that I
commonly plead, and that most ardently, with the Lord that, if His
will, such may not be permitted to disturb and distract me, and
that the great enemy may not be allowed to make his deadly
assaultfl, for indeed I am no match for him. I find that the
plainer and the more simple my pleadings at the mercy-seat, the
more marked and the more gracious the answers. Although very
frequently the Lord appears to give no heed, .and, as in the days
of His flesh, in regard to the poor and importunate applicant, at
first "He answered her not a word," yet, as in her case, blessed
be His name, when He does speak, it is so much to the purpose!
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It is so sweet-so preoious-so exaotly the word that was wanted.
For example, a few nights since, I had retired to my bed most
anxious about my course for the future. I wanted to know how
to' act, in my present uncertain state, as invalided for a certain
limited time, now rapidly running out. I laid the matter before
the Lord, earnestly entreating Him to let me know His will, and
beseeching Him to lead me in His way, whatever that way might
be. In spite, however, of my pleadings, there was no answer. Not
a word did the Lord speak in reply; but, after I had fallen asleep,
and again awoke, instantly, in the previously most unthought-of way,
that preoious promise was sealed home upon my heart-" I will
bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them
in paths that they have not known: I will make darkness light
before them, and crooked things straight. These things will I do
unto them, and not forsake them" (Isa. xlii. 16). Oh, how sweet
and how conclusive was that "I"! "I will bring," &c. "I will
make darkness," &c. "These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them.". Oh, that precious, precious" I"! How it leads to that
glorious answer to Moses, when asking how he should reply as to
Who sent him-" I AM THAT I AM. Thou shalt say unto the
children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you." Again, the
aforenamed passage from Isaiah xlii. 16, was immediately followed
in the same previously unthought-of way, as to the portion, by
Psalm xxxii. 7, 8-" Thou art my Hiding-place; Thou shalt preserve me from trouble; Thou shalt compass me about with songs
Qf deliverance. I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way
which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with Mine eye." Such
was the effect of these timely and precious applications, as to leave
my soul in a calm reposing upon the Lord, as to His guidance
in regard to my little future course.
But I have further to speak of the past night. Instead of
one of the distressing, distracting dreams to which I have referred,
as so commonly falling to my lot, I had a sort of vision. It was
that I was in the open air, and gazing upon the most beauteous
sky I ever beheld. The clearest and most starry night I ever
looked upon could make no approach to it in point of splendour.
However numerous the stars upon one of those rare nights to
which I have alluded, they still leave spaces between them in
comparative obscurity; but, in my dream, or vision, or whatever it
was, the whole heavens, without a vestige of space, were one rich,
glorious, uninterrupted transparency. A beauteous, supernatural
radiance pervaded all; but over in the rear of this loveliness, upon
one particular spot, played, as it were, the most vivid lightning,
which added to the lustrous scene. This increased my admiration.
I gazed with delight. But there was one idea that seemed so
all-absorbing. It was, the thinness of the veil that separated me
from this ineffable glory. I had not the semblance of fear, nor
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a particle of dread. or disquietude, but I thought it was all the
handiwork of my Father-God. Those lightning Hashes I at once
recognized as His doings. But added to all this was the then
and there mm'ked childlike appeal-" Thou knowest that I love
Thee. Thou knowest I desire to sel·ve Thee. Thou knowest that
I long to be with Thee." I repeat that, as far as memory
serves me, never did I but twice in my life realize the same
marked nearness-onE of which was sixty-two years ago-as upon
this present occasion. The nearness was so great; the severance
seemed so triHing. In the other case, of a much later datemerely some five or six years ago-I had such a gracious glimpse
within the veil, such a sight of Jesus, and of the last dear child
\. He had taken to Himself, that the sight was most glorious.
\ I felt I dare not attempt to recall it, nor to rekindle the holy
, rapture and supernatural delight I felt during that wondrous
, vision. It seemed to me that it would. be a Heshly intrusion
\and a presumptuous effort, in which I dared not indulge. But,
with respect to the so recent visitation, to my then most vivid
'imagination, the veil by which J ehovah's face was covered was
80 tMn!
It was indeed such near and endearing access, such
dose communion, such feltou'ship, such heart-to-heart and soul-lo-souZ
interchanges! Oh, what an uplifting power was realized! What
a drawing heavenward and Christward! No poor words of mine
(Jan by any means do justice to that never-to-be-forgotten season.
I awoke, and it was a m'earn! Ah! reader, but such a dream
as I never remember but once to have had; and, blessed be His
name, it has left no little savour upon my spirit, so that I
can, in all the fulness of my heart, exclaim"Ye~.

Thou art precious to my soul,
My transport and my trust;
Jewels to Thee are gaudy toys,
And gold is sordid dust."

Dear reader, there are two or three comments which I would
add to the foregoing. The first is, whatever may have been the
past manifestations, as to clearness and conclusiveness, in regard
to pardon, peace, and acceptance '-lpon the part of the Lord, in
one moment the whole may be veiled, and the poor soul left in
darkness and doubt, both as to the past and the future. Be it ever
remembered that the Lord will never allow His gifts to be substituted for Himself! He has declared Himself to be a jealous
God, and He means what He says-"" Son, daughter, give Me
thine heart."
" We've no abiding city here;
This may distress the worldling's mind,
But should not cost the saint a tear,
Who hopes a better rest to find."

I can readily understand how many would say, after reading
what I have stated, " It does seem so strange that you should ever
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- doubt or oall in question the Lord's future goodness and meroy,
after suoh a manifestation as that of which you have spoken,
especially with the views you so strongly hold of the covenant of
grace, and the unchangeability of J ehovah." I admit the apparent
contradiction. At the same time, I would remind the reader of
what I said as to the varianoe between Judgment and feeling. With
respect to alternations of mind, the Psalmist's testimony ought
not to be overlooked-" They that have no changes fear not God."
A vain, fleshly confidence is one of the many things that may well
be dreaded. An unb'ied faith is a '/forth less faith. The sweeter
and the more conclusive the manifestation, the severer and the
more acute the after-test. None felt more strongly his own statement than the Apostle Peter, when he wrote-" That the trial of
your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth,
though it be tried with fire [mark the ordeal], might be found
unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus
Christ." Again he writes, "Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange
[note the word, and its repetition] thing happened unto you: but,
rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Ohrist's sufferings; that, .
when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with
exceeding joy" (1 Peter iv. 12. I;]). Whatever the precise nature
of the Apostle Paul's "thorn in the flesh," the fact is most clear
and unquestionable that it was "given him" immediately upon
one of the most glorious manifestations with which he was ever
.indulged, and that for a reason twice stated, namely, "lest he
should be exalted above measure throuO'h the abundance of the
'"
revelations."
Oonsider the case of Abraham. We read of the word of the
Lord coming unto him in a vision, saying unto him, " Fear not,
Abram; I am thy Shield and thy exceeding great reward." Then,
in His divine condescension and love, the Lord answered his scruples
as to his heir, for He "brought him forth abroad, and said, Look
now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number
them: and He said unto him, So shall thy seed be." Now, where
could there have been deeper consideration or greater kindness
than this, upon the part of the Lord? Moreover, we are distinctly
told that Abram "believed in the Lord, and He counted it to him
for righteousness." Yea, upon the ground of the Patriarch's belief
in the promises of J ehovah, he was called by that highly-privileged
and honourable name, "the father of the faithful." But now observe. Scarcely had these facts-so great, so glorious-been stated,
ere we read that, "when the sun was going down, a deep sleep
fell upon Abram; and, la, an horror of great darknelis fell upon
him." What was involved in that expression, "an horror of great
darkr.es8," I believe to be beyond )mman conception. The very
language implies a something, not merely indescribably, but in-
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conceivably painful and distressing. A" horror"! Mark the word.
What could be stronger? A something dreadful! terrifying! That
from which the mind would recoil-shrink with terror and dismay!
Again, " darkness "! Not merely" darkness," but" great darkness" !
Now, what is more repugnant to our feelings, as creatures, than
darkness? How the poor tempest-tossed mariners, in Paul's time,
"wished for the day" (Acts xxvii. 29). How emphatic is the
Psalmist's language-" My soul waiteth for the Lord more than
they that watch for the morning: I say [he repeats], more than
they that watch for the morning" (Psa. cxxx. 6). Without doubt~
whatever the issue, during the prevalence of that" horror of great
darkness," the Patriarch, for the time being, lost sight of the
previous communications, however supernatural and satisfactory
\ those communications were. The darkness was all-absorbing! The
'dispensation so strange and unaccountable! The whole position
and circumstances so perfectly mysterious! It was a trial of
faith indeed-a test altogether unprecedented! A new path, and a
~trange one, beyond all doubt!
Mark, reader, this was the immediate attendant upon the bright
and blessed discovery just previously made to Abram. What could
he understand by such a state of things? How utterly at a loss
he must have been in the midst of the dense darkness-yea, the
horror th6reof! What could he think of either himself or his
,
position?
Reader, do you know anything of this? Have you had at least
a taste of like feeling and similar experience? After some bright
and blessed manifestation, it may be, there has come upon you,
either in a way of feeling or fact, such a state of things as has
appeared to contradict or completely to nullify all that had
previously raised your hopes and expectations, and, for the1 time
being at least, led you to cherish the belief that all was well.
Oh, what a worse than blank became your position! You had
lost now what you thought you possessed. You revelled in the
great and gracious gift that you thought had been bestowed.
That gift seemed now withdrawn. Hence you concluded you
were deceived; and, if mistaken in one respect, why not in all?
What previously you had regarded as fact, you now feared was
fancy.
Hence you were like a marinAr who had lost his
"reckoning." Your frail barque was driving hither and thither,
whither you knew not, and for the issue you trembled. The fate
with which you were threatened was the foundering mid-oceau~
or being driven on the rocky coast, there at once to encounter
the most summary destruction.
.Ah! who can tell but those who have personally realized it, what
is embraced in those few simple words, "a h01'rm' of gl'eat darkness" ?
If our safety depended upon the measure' of our faith, the force
of our grasp of eternal verities, our love to, dependence upon, or
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trust in, the God of our salvation, what a hapless condition
would ours be! Yea, both hapless and hopeless. What avail
would Peter's faith, or hope, or love have been, when beginning
to sink, had not the mighty grip of the almighty Jesus have
rescued him in that moment of peril?
But observe again, what followed the" horror of great darkness"
in the case of Abram-nay, what may be considered, so to speak,
as an essential ingredient in it.
"And He said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed
shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve
them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; and also
that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward
shall they come out with great substance" (Gen, xv. 13, 14).
Now, reader, do mark the words-" And He said." See the close
connection of the narrative. There is no pause-no introductionbut the fact breaks in upon us, as it were, without any preliminary
words-" And He said," implying that the great and gracious
Speaker was then and there present-that, notwithstanding appearances, and in spite of the "horror of great darkness," the Lord'
was there.
Oh, no, by no means, the Patriarch was not alone.
The Lord was there as his Supporter. Upholder, Sustainer.
From the strange and peculiar nature of the position and circumstances in which he was placed, Abram could not see through
the mist-the darkness-the gloom-but the Lord could. " The
darkness and the light are both alike to Him." Ab! if we may
draw comparisons, or speak of contrasts, He was nearer to the
Patriarch at that juncture than at other times. And so, beloved,
is it in those special trials and peculiar exercises with which the
Lord tests the faith of His dear children. They may not see
it-they may fail to realize His presence and His power-nevertheless, He is never nearer to them, nor does He ever take a
deeper interest in them and their condition, than when, it may be,
they have the least present sense and personal realization of the
fact. Never, never, blessed be His name, does He even for a
moment lose sight of His own covenant pledge-" When thou
passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the
rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through
the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle
upon thee."
Moreover, as with Abraham, so with the Lord's dear children.
It is in times of perplexity, obscurity, and seasons when they are
totally at a loss to arrive at a solid conclusion as to what they
are, where they are, and whither they are being led, that the Lord
lovingly, condescendingly, most graciously opens His heart, reveals
His mind, and makes known His sovereign will and purpose. So
it was in the case of Abraham. What a merciful insight and
foreview did the Lord there and then give as to what awaited
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His people, and what was about to befall them in after day!
What a stay and support was that revelation afterwards to prove!
What a key did this furnish as to the mysterious and the protracted course Israel was to pursue! How great a blank, and
how much more mysterious and complicated their course, had that
precious revelation been withheld!
In like manner, but for our eyes being so blinded, and our
hearts so steeled against divine verities, and our forgetfulness and
ingratitude so great, we, dear readers, should have a more vivid
and a more becoming recognition and storing up of those loving
words, tender assurances, and covenant promises which the Lord
has been pleased to vouchsafe to us, it may be, in immedia.te con" nection with some of our deepest trials, our most perplexed positions,
\and when our pathway has seemed to be most bewildering and
~bscure.

But there is one more fact-and that so gracious an one-to
'\Yhich I must allude, in regard to the Patriarch. It is, that the
~ord should give him so loving, tender, and merciful an assurance
with re8pect to himself-" .And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace:
thou shalt be buried in a good old age." Oh, what a pledge was
this! What a summing up! What a consummation! What a
set-off to that "horror of great darkness," and all the mystery
connected therewith!
Whatever the trials on the way, whatever
the difficulties in the way, whatever the perplexing circumstances
or doubts, misgivings or fears, attendant upon the course, all
was to end well! There was God's word for it! There was
virtually His pledge-His oath-His covenant engagement and
declaration-His divine "shalt." And this mode of dealing with
Abraham is so like the Lord's dealings with His children at all
times. In connection with His uwk, He does not forget them.
Theil' case is well considered as well as His caU8e. He is so liberal
a Paymaster, whatever men may think or say to the contrary. The
ultimate universal testimony of His servants goes to prove this.
Whatever their occasional thoughts and feelings on the way, there
is but one uniform testimony at the close of it-that is, that" He
hath done all things well."
I would, in passing, remark, with respect to those especially who
are rapidly going the down-hill of life, and approaching the end
of their earthly career, that such an assurance as that given to the
Patriarch must be most acceptable. In proportion as they realize,
under divine teaching, their sinnership, and their ever-constant
need of divine wisdom, grace, and strength for their daily w.alk
and conversation, must be their sense of their indispensable want
of supernatural power, and the repeated assurance of the divine
presence in order to meet the foe of which the Apostle speaks when
he says, "The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death." In
connection with this last encounter, assuredly there is nothing that
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a believer more earnestly craves than a personal interest in the
Apostle's own testimony-" But none of these things move me,
neither count I. my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my
cow"se with joy, and the ministry that I have received of the Lord
Jesus, to testify of the Gospel oj the gmce of God." Here was the

summing up of the Apostle's desires, and most assuredly this is
the all-prevailing wish of those who have been taught, in common
with the Psalmist, that great and all-important truth-" Whom
have I in heaven but Thee? and there is none upon earth I desire
in comparison with Thee. My heart and my flesh faileth, but
God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever."

.$

(To he eontinued.)

In reference to the foregoing, and before we again, if spared,
take up the subject, we wish to make two or three observations.
1. .A s to its appearing strange that one who holds the doctrines
of grace, or a thorough belief in the covenant verities of a covenant God for a covenant people, should sink in mind, and be
the subject of such contradictory feelings, as we are. Our reply
is, that we are content, upon these grounds, to be a practical"
witness that these doctrines, rightly received, do not, as some say, .
lead to presumption or to carelessness of living, or walk, or conversation. We assert that such objectors prove their ignorance
of the real nature and saving operations of divine life in the soul,
or that new creatureship imparted at effectual calling or couv"ersion, in and by the absolute power and quickening operations of
the Holy Ghost.
2. We assert that the deepest taught and the longest experienced may, under divine permission, and for the testing of faith,
lose their confidence, and sink, as in a moment, to the very verge
of despair. Hence the Lord will effectually prove that there iR
not in any, be he who he may, or have learnt whatsoever lessons,
and by whatever means, the slightest ground for creature confidence, or a mere carnal or fleshly assurance. In a word, there
is set before him a perpetual motto, the which, as an ever-constant
student, he shall have to "read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest"
throughout his pilgrim course, and the which will keep him in a
state of daily and momentary dependence. That motto is-

I."
3. So far from" glimpses of glory," or a glance within the veil,
superseding after-trial, they are almost universally the harbingers of
the same. So well assured are the longest and the deepest experienced of this fact, that they fear to ask for such, knowing what
are involved in such indulgences, namely, the bitter after-tests, tbe
thorn in the flesh, or the cross upon the shoulder, that will
"YET NOT

"-

77

The Gospel Magazine.

proD;lptly prove how weak, and frail, and powerless our poor Adam
nature is. The more the familiarity with these facts, the greater
the reconciliation to the Lord's leadings, and the more fervent
the desire for an increased personal acquaintance with that precious
truth, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace [peace, peace] whose
mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee."
4. We deny that such experiences are but a sorry recommendation and a poor stimulus for a belief in the doctrines of grace. L'lt
such ohjectors give due consideration to the Apostle's testimony, as
given in 2 Oorinthians i. 3-7 : "Blessed be God, even the Father
of our Lord Jesus Ohrist, the Father of mercies, and the God of
all comfort; who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may
be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort
.wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. For as the suH'er'lngs of Ohrist abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth
by Ohrist. And whether we be affiicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the
same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted,
it is for your consolation and salvation. And our hopA of you
is steadfast, knowing that, as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so
shall ye be also of ~he consolation."
THE EDITOR.

Stanley Lodge, Burgoyne Road, Southsea, December 27th, 1888.

SOWING AND REAPING.
" Blessed al'e ye that sow beside all waters."-IsAIAH xxxii. 20.
SCATTER the golden grain;
Scatter it far and wide;
On the mountain sow,
In the valley low,
By the gentle river Bide.

Scatter the golden grain;
Beside all waters sow;
The rain He will send,
The dew sh.n descend,
Till He make the good seed grow.

Scatter the golden grain;
It is thy Lord's command;
In the m:>rning light,
In the sunshine bright,
Go scatter with lavish-hand.

Scatter the golden grain;
Scatter with diligent care;
Heed not the soil;
Forget all the toil ;
In the harvest thou shalt share.

Scatter the golden grain;
Fear not, though foes assail ;
Thy Lord is nigh,
He watchetb on high;
His Word it shall never fail.

Scatter the golden grain;
Sow it the wide world o'er;
Thou shalt not sow in vain;
He cometh to reign;
Thou shalt reap on the golden shore.
AUNT Lucy.

GOD preserves His own work by His Spirit-first, He moves us to
do, aud then He preserves us in doing, and arms us against the
impedirne nts. - Sibbes.
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"THE LOWEST ROOM."
" But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest room; that
when he that bade thee cometh, he may say unto thee, Friend, go up higher:
then shalt thou have worship in the presence of them that sit at meat with
thee."-LuKE xiv. 10.
"THE LOWEST ROOM." Proud talkers, or humble walkers-which 1 I
cannot sit on the same form with boasters, but I can with tremblers;
and I want to have at this time a little converse with such by the
way, for we are brothers; and I will tell you why I do. It is because
I find the language of many a living soul is, "Oh, I fear the vital
change, by the power of the Holy Ghost, has not been wrought in
me! Satan and the world seem to have such power over me. I fear
I have no part nor lot in the matter; and yet "-ah! that blessed
"yet "-" yet I do love Him who has done so much for me! BuL
then again I dread lest it is only a delusion, and my trouble comes
over me again and again. I fear mine is only a head religion, and not
a heart religion." Stop here, beloved. That's the point-head 01' heart,
-which? And I believe, if we are led into "the lowest room," to take
the lowest seat, it will bring out the test, and that upon the ground of
J ehovah's declaration. Mark it well-" I dwell in the high and holy
place." "Oh, then, surely He is out of my grasp!" ~ay, see the
Lord's own coupling- H with him also that is of a contrite and lw,mble
spirit" (Isa. Ivii. lj). Come, here at the very onset is hope and comfort for our lowest-seat friends and brethren. The Lord is high, it is
true, and you and I low indeed. But, although He occupies the
loftiest seat in Kingly power, He comes down to the lowest-seat ones
in loving condescension, and that, too, to exalt them, step by step, till
they occupy with Him His glory throne. Can anything be more
precious 7
Let us examine together this point of blessed assurance. !.owestseat ones shall be exalted to the Father's home above, in spite of all
their fears and forebodings. May God the Spirit bless our heart-toheart converse for our mutual profit and the Master's glory. And we
will at once go to the Word of God, and crave to be guided by
the context to our portion.
Mark with us the first verse of our chapter-" And it came to pass,.
as Jesus went into the house of one of the chief Pharisees to eat bread
on the Sabbath Day, that they watched Him." "They watched Him."
Ah! beloved, is it the watch of enmity, or the watch of love 1 I am
sure, with you and I, it is the watch of love-a. love which is an
evidence of life. We could find no place with those Pharisees who
watched Him with the scrutiny of an evil heart. We cherish every
word that falls from His sacred lips. And, if this is so, let me ask,
Where did that love spring from 1 What is its origin 1 Can it be of
the flesh 1 Why, the flesh cannot even please God, much less love
Him! Nay, here's the origin-" We love Him because He first loved
us." We love Him because first loved by Him, so love begets love.
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Come, friend, we are getting on, it may be, a low seat, 'out it is a
loving seat. Let us move by inches. It will be far better than the
strides of creature presumption.
"And they watched Him." Well, then, we are not amon:; the carping watchers of evil thoughts, but the loving watchers ef divine
longings; and we will substitute our own personal name in the place
of " Simon, son of J onas." "Lovest thou Me 7" "Lord, Thou knowest
all things; Thou great Searcher of hearts, Thou knowest that I love
Thee." This is not head-work, but heart-work.
Again to our passage. The mixed gathering in the Pharisee's house,
with Jesus in the midst, mark, met" on the Sabbath Day." Yes, it is
important to notice the time as well as the place.
Can it be thought possible that, at a clerical meeting, on one occa" sion, the topic discussed was, "The Ministerial Characte1' of our Scwiour
. as a Model to Christian Ministe1's"? % and exceptions by these dubious
\ divines were taken on the ground that, in the passage before us, it is
~told how our Saviour attended a feast--or what would be called in our
\day a dinner.party-" on the Sabbath Day." Can anything be more silly
and false 1 Indeed, I cannot see any difference between these would-be
wise clericals, and the Pharisees who were present, who watched Him
with a captious eye. Why, as far as the so-called feast itself is con·
cerned, we know perfectly well that the Jews were always directed to
prepare their food for the Sabbath on the day before, and no doubt
the meal was of a simple character. Evidently it was no feast, but
necessary food; and some evil cavillers would even grudge our Lord
this. But our Lord Himself sets the matter right ill the thirteenth
verse. He says-" When thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed,
the lame, and the blind." Who would ever think of calling such a
medley to a so-called dinner-party 7 Surely, would-be wise clericals and
Pharisees are alike in confusion.
With regard to the house of the Pharisee itself, some think that
"the lowest room" referred to meant the lowest seat, but this is
hardly compatible with the Scriptures, to which we always love closely
to cleave. There the house our Lord went into is described as a large
and commodious one, with many rooms-some, in their pride, choosing
the chief rooms, disdaining their poorer brethren as not fit to associate
with. However, whether the lowest seat or "the lowest room," the
spirit of the teaching is the same.
And now let us seek the Holy Spirit's aid to get at the spirituality
of our portion, for verily our blessed Lord inculcated precious and
great doctrines by His parables, and His figurative representations are
full of Gospel truth. Nay, nothing fell from His dear lips but that
which was important to our souls' welfare; and we do believe that
His words, which are before us, will bring out the test which is deeply
impressed upon one's mind at this time, namely, Is our religion of the
heart or the head? Are we among those who are rigid in observing
• For one, I didike exceedingly the calling our Lord'" a model Preacher." It
seEms to have a lowering tendency. "What manner of Man is this, that even
the wind and the sea obey Him P" Why, the God·Man, omnipotent to save,
to work, and to ceal! Be it OlUS eVEr to exalt Him.
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outward ceremonies, but whose hearts are at enmity with Ohrist and
His pe,ople 1 or among those who, in felt unworthiness, do love Ohrist,
and desire to make Him their All ~ Oan we go with the herd of
carnal wO:i:shippers, whose eyes feast upon that which is flesh-pleasing j
or are we turning aside to be found among the "little flock" owned
of God 1 Are we among those who, in the pride of their hearts, are
justifying themselves ~ or among those who are justified by God, having
on the robe of Ohrist's righteousness ~ Which is it-upper-seated profession, or lower-seated possession ~
Oh, how my soul loathes the ever cropping up religious vagaries of
the present day, and I feel more than ever driven in oneness of spirit
to "the sect everywhere spoken against "-despised by the world-ah!
and more so by the religious world-but owned and ble~sed by God.
Memorablf' and striking are those words uttered by the Lord J ehovah
Himself-" I have spread out My hands unto a rebellious people,
which walketh in a way that was not good [mark the words] a way
that was not good.' which say, Stand by thyself; come not near to me;
for I am holier than thou. These are a smoke in My nose, a fire that
burneth all the day." See the contrast-" I dwell with him that is of
a contrite and humble spirit."
To our subject, then, beloved, together in thought and spirit. Note
that on this Sabbath Day there was a poor man suffering from dropsy, ,
sitting at the very same table with our Lord, for we are told that this .
"certain man was before Him." Here was a wonderful contact, which
must have induced the watching of the Pharisees as to what our Lord
would do under such circumstances. It might have been that by the
secret craft of His enemies the man was placed there. This is not at
all improbable. It is just like them; and the Lord of Glory healed the
afflicted one then and there, ana, knowing the thoughts of the hearts
of those present, He addressed" the lawyers and the Pharisees, saying,
Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath Day ~ And they held their
peace." The very inquiry dumfounded them, But how telling and
home-thrusting was Hi:> argument-" Which of you shall have an ass or
an ox fallen into a pit, and will not straightway pull him out on
the Sabbath Day 1 And they could not answer Him again to these
things."
Marking "how they chose out the chief rooms," He sealed home
their hypocrisy and self-righteousness upon them with the parable" When thou art bidden of any man to a wedding, sit not down in the
highest room; lest a more honourable man than thou be bidden of him;
and he that bade thee and him, come and say to thee, Give this man
place; and thou begin with shame to take the lowest room. But
when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest room; that when
he that bade thee cometh, he may say unto thee, Friend, go up higher:
then shalt thou have worship in the presence of them that sit at meat
with thee. :For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he
that humbleth himself shall be exalted."
Now, there can be no doubt that the primary lesson our Lord taught
here was, the necessity of that invaluable grace of h1tmility of which
He was Himself the Example. "Learn of Me," He says, "for I am
meek and lowly in heart." Without this precious grace, there can be

,-
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no such a thing as drawing near to God, or wonhipping Him, nor an.ything like "walking worthily" before Him. Oh, for more of thIS
essential grace in lively possession in our souls!
.
But, while this is so, we think we can see even more than this III
this "lowest room" to which our Lord refers, and we seek the Teacher
of teachers to lead' us into truths that shall profit and comfort the
Lord's redeemed, and glorify His dear name.
""Ve have, then, to deal with the lowest-room Christian. "And that
is me," says one. "Nay, me," says another. Verily, the room is
crowded. Well, it is a safe spot, at all events-on the ground-nay,
on the Rock. If we fall, we cannot fall far.
Now, I believe this" lowest room" brings out the blessedness of a reli.qion which is all of sovereign gmce and mercy. How anyone can read
their Bibles, and not see the golden chain of God's sovereign and free
grace running through it, can only be explained by the fact that their
eyes are blinded by the god of this world. I do thank God that the
commencement of my realization of God's salvation was, the Lord's
"Come down"; that its continuance is the Lord's "Come in"; and
that the climax will be the Lord's "Come up." 'i1- "Zacchffius, come
down: this day has salvation come into thy house "-a salvation which
shall lead up to everlasting glory. It was the Lord who met me and
melted me. It is the Lord who is manifesting Himself unto me on the
way. It is the Lord who is moulding and meetening me for the
eternal home. This is what I call a religion of sovereign grace and
mercy.
Dear lowest-room one, does it suit you 1 I am sure it does, and you
can sing joyfully and thankfully, with the writer" Rich grace, free grace, my soul adore,
Which saves the needy and the poor;
Which lifts the guilty from the dust,
And sets them high amongst the just.
" He found my soul thus low and base;
He saved a dunghill worm by grace,
And gave a princely seat and dress,
A thrvne, a spotless righteousness."
Grounding one's faith, then, entirely upon sovereign grace and mercy
is taking the lowest seat in the school of Christ, because it makes the
creature nothing and Christ all. This is the le~son taught, and which,
if not learned, disarranges all, as far as man is concerned-not disarranges God's plans. This is impossible. They are perfect ani complete. But we contend, with regard to the personal realization of
salvation, that free-will brings to confusion. Free grace makes platform and performance satisfactory, bringing joy and comfort in life,
and peace on a dying bed. Nothing, then, can be more important for
time and eternity, therefore we contend for it, and desire to live to
proclaim it.
And this brings us to another step in our subject, namely, that the
.. Ah, brother, that's a precious thought-" COllie down! COllie iu! Come
up! " And the one is sure to follow the other, blessed be God! It's a threefold cord that call never be broken.-En.
G
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beginnings of our knowledge of divine things must be, if we would be
right, taught us on the lowest seat. We dislike exceedingly a top-of-thetree religion. I think there is a great deal in the action and words
of our blessed Lord, when He took "a little child" and set it in the
midst of His disciples and others. " Verily I say unto you, Whosoever
shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, shall not enter
therein." Mark, not "a child," but "CL little child." And what characterizes "a little child" ~ Surely ignorance, weakness, helplessness, and
dependence. And it is just so that we must receive everything that
is divine, and pertains to the kingdom of grace and glory. 'Ve are by
nature ignorant of spiritual things-weak too, and helpless, and entirely
dependent upon the Holy Spirit for breath, life, and all. He brings us
to feel this, then do we gladly receive the blessings He so graciously
gives. But how far different it is with many and the multitude in
this day of religious excitement! So many rush into the false manhood of profession without possession. They talk loudly of having
been converted-of having accepted Christ-of having been saved at
some. feverish meeting. It will not do. It is not receiving the kingdom of God in Christ's way, even as "a little child"; consequently
there is the display of the "great I" of creature-sufficiency. They have
got on to the high seat of profession, instead of the lowest seat of
possession. It is a head, but not a heart religion.
Oh, what a mercy, dear reader, if you and I have received the
kingdom of God within as "a little child"! Such recept,ion and
guidance lead to the kingdom of heaven above, and give Christ all the
glory He deserves.
But, again, lowest-room Christians are often found dmJ1Jting u:helhel'
they aTe Christians at all. Now, I am not going to encourage doubts
for one moment, and I believe they chiefly arise from looking at self
instead of looking at Christ. Yet, on the other hand, one must believe that the very doubting we see so much of is mixed with a sense
of unworthiness, and a consciousness of their sinnership, which is, at
all events, a right beginning, and shows that they are not in the school
of the head, but the school of the heart. And I do think that such a
position is far preferable t.:> creature presumption and positi,eness, I
do loathe that building one's house high up the bean,stalk of creature
complacency. The Lord will put His axe of divine displeasure to such,
and down it will come by the run. The Word says, "Heaven is
God's throne, and earth His footstool." "But to this man," He says,
"will I look, even to him that is of a poor and contrite spirit, and
that tTembleth at My Word." And depend upon it that
" They who fain would serve Him best
Are conscious most of wrong within."

But, again, lowest-1'oom Christians are, at all events, sincere in their
desires. I seem never to be able to get away experimentally from those
heart-telling words, familiar to us" Those feeble desi1'es, those wishes so weak,
'Tis Jesus inspires, and bids thee still seek;
His Spirit will cherish the life He first gave;
You never shall perish if Jesus can save."
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If Jesus inspires by His Spirit the desires, they cannot be carnal.
They must be spiritual; and, if spiritual, they must be engendered from
that spiritual life which nothing can destroy. Crushed it may be, but
never extinguished. It is the smoking of the flax which tells that there
is fire within. Let the Holy Spirit fan it, and it will, and it must,
burst forth, in the Lord's own time, in a flame of love to Him, giving
its own evidence of the hidden life, the hidden fire.
Rejoice, then, brother or sister, that there are "those feeble desires."
Better by far than the presumptuous standing of the professor, who
has "a name to live," but is dead.
Further, "the lmcest 1"O(ym" is the best position for us, for the old Adam
nature is still ~vithin. There is no doubt that, because of the proneness
-of our human nature to pride and self-righteousness, afllictions are
wisely ordered to keep us down and humble us. God, it is true, fed
His people in the wilderness with hidden manna, mercifully and
graciously, but He humbled them first, and made them suffer hunger in
-order that they might receive it thankfully. Alas! even their then
thankfulness soon fled, and murmuring became prevalent. So it is
that it must be affiiction upon aflliction, trial upon trial, deep calling
unto deep, to keep us really humbled before God. Better is it to be
-of a humble spirit with the lowly, than divide the spoil with the
proud. The Lord's "poor in spirit" are placed by Him amongst His
blessed ones, and "theirs is the kingdom of heaven."
But, again, lowest-1"Oom CMistians find a religion of sovereign grace and
mercy suitable for them, am£dst the taxing Qf ea1·thly labou1' and the brainwm'k of daily care. The world keeps me early and late on the fret.
Every day brings its tiresome and tiring worry. It is only when I can
<:reep in secret to Jesus, and throw myself upon His mercy and love,
that a peace of mind "which passeth understanding" comes over me.
while He so sweetly and graciously whispers, "Be still, and know that
I am God."
Beloved, it has been observed of the unworthy writer, "How calm
and quiet Mr. COWELL seems to keep in the midst of worldly business
unrest! " I tell you, this is the secret of it. Agitation there may be,
and is, within, but it is this looking upward-this cleaving to the
Lord-this clinging to Him-that is the secret of any manifested calmness in life. Yes, the Lord is precious in the needed moments, when
all is hurry and flurry. In the conflict and the care, it is His name
that is "as ointment poured forth," sweetly healing and comforting to
the oft·wounded soul.
Lowest-room Clwistians cannot find it in their hearts to boast even of
gifts, precious as they are in their reception, for they feel that what
they have gained is of the Lord, and, if His will, He could take them
away in a moment, and prostrate His servant into nothingness. And
there is mercy even in this, for it keeps one dependent upon the Lord
every hour-nay, every moment-of one's life. And see, then, how
such dependence honours the Spirit of God, and shows how even the
Persons in the Trinity glorify One Another. So are God's choice gifts
to be used humbly, that our glorying may also be in the Lord. If
we do get a little lifting up by the way, there is a needs-be that we
come down again. The three Graces led BUNYAN'S Pilgril;!l to the top
G
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of the house, where he got a glorious view of the Delectable Moun·
tains; but anon they brought him down again on to the ground floor
-for there is no doubt the armoury room was on the ground floorand there they clad him with such things as he soon found useful and
necessary, as he pressed on in the journey of life, opposed by Satan,
and thick in the spiritual warfare.
The Christian who takes the lowest seat aives evidence that he has no
confidence in the flesh. He cannot trust hi~se]f. Creature boasting has
been knocked out of him. Ah! what a mercy it is to feel our entire
dependence upon the Lord! The Lord's poor are dependent upon Him
every hour-ah ! moment-of their lives.
" Now most men would approve the rich,
But God hath blessed the poor."

It is "the poor and needy" He takes by the hand, according to His
precious teaching in connection with our portion-" But when thou
makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, and the blind:
and thou shalt be blessed." He saves and shelters the helpless and
needy.
"I'll sing of J esu's 'uttermost,'
Because it meets my case;
And when I join the heavenly host,
This theme shall fill the place."
Thus have we struck a little unde!' the surface of our Lord's ex:·
pression, "the lowest room," and seen how it betokens something
more than the grace of humility, precious as this is, even the blessedness of a religion which is all of sovereign grace and mercy, and which
makes the creature nothing, and Christ "All and in all." Then we
have noted how lowest-room Christians are often found doubting sometimes whether they are Christians after all, yet" those feeble desires"
which " Jesus inspires" give abounding proof of it. And, again, we
have seen how afflictions and trials are necessary to keep them lowly,
and deliver them from self, pride, and creature-righteousness. Further,
how a lowly religion, and trusting to the sovereign grace, goodne5s,
and mercy of a covenant God, suits us amidst the taxing of earthly
labour and the brain-work of earthly care. It is such a religion of
every-day life that we need. And again, that, if the Lord does grant
us in any way His gifts, they are His, and He can remove them and
take them away whenever He pleases. And lastly, that the Christian,
if rightly led, takes a lowly seat, in proof that he has no confidence
in the flesh.
"Christ is our God and King,
Our Surety, Guide, and Friend;
Him we adore and of Him sing;
On Him we will depend."
But while we have lingered thus in "the lowest room," we have no
wish that the Christian should be kept there longer than the Lord of
Glory wishes and thinks it needful to keep him there. No j it is
"first the blade, then the ear, and then the full corn in the ear."
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And this brings out a very blessed and practical point, namely, that
it is the Host Himself who bids the one invited to the wedding to
"Oome up higher." "When thou art bidden, go and sit down in the
lowEst room; that when he that bade thee cometh, he may say unto
thee, Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have worship [or praise] in
the presence of them that sit at meat with thee." It will be the right
time when the Master Himself says, "Oome up higher."
No, beloved, we have said we have no wish for you to be detained
on a low form, but to rise higher and higher-not in creature-perfection, but in the knowledge of Ohrist. We do not want to sit grovelling on earth, but to rise on the wings of faith to heavenly things.
We would not be always poring over the book of self, but would
desire opened out to us the golden pages of a Saviour's love. Many
get too much folded up in the creature. We want the Holy Spirit's
unfoldings of Ohrist, if we would gain real soul-good. It will do us no
good to be groping on the lowlands of creature grumbling. It will
benefit us immensely to rise to the mountains of joy in Ohrist; but
the Lord must give His cripples power and strength to walk, which
He has promised to do. Oh, to drink deeper and deeper day by day
into the sublime truths of the everlasting Gospel of Ohrist! "Friend,
come up higher."
The desire lately has been much upon my heart that I may be
"increased with the increase of God," and there is the promise fitting
into that desire-" The Lord shall increase you more and more."
Thus would we rise in the best things, at the Lord's bidding, to higher
things, the Lord the Spirit giving the capacity to receive and enjoy
them.
Mr. SPURGEON draws attention to a very comforting expression in
Zechariah xii. 8-" In that day shall the Lord defend the inhabitants
of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that day shall be
as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of
the Lord before them." Here is a gracious increase-the feeblest among
them becoming a champion. Oh, feeble one, take courage! You little
know what the Lord has in store for you.
Lastly, our gracious Host, with outstretched, loving hand, will bid
us rise higher still. " First the blade, then the ear, then the full corn
in the ear." Then will He put in the sickle, and gather home His
own. "Friend, come up higher," even to the kingdom of glory; so
shall the Lord's lowly ones be the Lord's exalteil ones, grouped yonder in
the presence chamber of the King of kings and Lord of lords. "Blessed
is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God." " Whosoever
exalteth himself shall be abased, and he that humbleth himself shall
be exalted." Many who now sit in the uppermost seets in worldly
society will find no place for them at "the marriage supper of the
Lamb," while those who sit in lowly seats now shall hear the Lord's
mandate, saying, "Friend, come up higher."
We close our meditation with those splendid words of the Prophet
Isaiah, so much to our point-" Thus saith the Lord, The heaven is
My throne, and the earth is My footstool: where is the house that yebuild unto Me 1 and where is the place of My 1'est? For all these things
bath Mine hand made, and all these things have been, saith the Lord.
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But to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite
spirit, 'and trembleth at My Word." Yes"The poor in spirit know and feel
Their hunger and distress;
Then to their Father they appeal,
And J eSllS deigns to bless."
Be, then, clothed with humility, for "God resisteth the proud, and
giveth grace to the humble."

G. O.

BU1·ton-on-Trent.
"HE CARETH FOR YOU."
.. Casting all

YOU1'

can upon Him;

fO-1"

He canth

f(YI'

you. "-1

PETER

v. 7.

CAST all your care upon Him,
Poor, weary, burdened soul;
Cast all your care upon Him;
He wants not part, but whole.
Why dost.thou seem unwilling
To trust a heart so trueA heart which yearns in pity,
And careth now for you?

God's eye doth scan thy future;
His love for thee is aye;
His own right hand doth hold thee,
Then wherefore thy dismay?
Though clouds be darkening o'er the6',
And winds be rude and chill ;
Though burdens press thee sorely,
Yet need'at thou fear no ill.

No thought e'en for the morrow
The verdant grass conceives;
No wish for future raiment
The gentle lily breathes:
The lonely sparrow chirpeth
All day its thankful glee,
-Content with present mercies;
Thus should it be with thee.

He guides the mountain torrent,
And spreads the sparkling dew;
The lightning's track He marketh;
The rolling thunder too.
The mighty and the feeble
Are both beneath His eye;
Thy very hairs are numbered;
He knows thy faintest sigh.

Then cast thy care upon Him;
He gave His Son for theeThe loved One from His bosomThat thou might'st ransomed be.
Oh, cast thy care upon Him!
He'll prove Himself thy Friend,
And bear thine every burden
Until life's journey end.

W.H.R

HEAVEN'S gates are wide enough to admit of many sinners, but to()
narrow to admit of any sin.
ARE you sure that you will live another day? Are you sure you
will go to heaven when you die? And, if so, can you give a Scriptural
reason for being so? Does your life give' evidence that your feeling
sure is well founded, and not presumption? Are you sure that you are,
by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, taking the road which leads to
present and future happiness-the way of faith in Christ-a faith which
works by love? Are you sure you are not deceived by a "name to
Jive" while you are spiritually dead?
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PAST AND PRESENT EXPERIENOE.
" Without Me ye can do nothing."-JoHN xv. 5.
T~T which these words imply is continually being verified in the
believer's experience, and I do not think I am wrong when I assert
that the most enlightened and eminent amongst the saints of God are
ev~~ learning this lesson. It is a great thing indeed to have the
spmt of a little child, so as to have these words ever before us, and
to be habitually afraid of taking a single step without leading. When
great trials are in view, we run simply to our all-sufficient Friend, feel
our dependence, and cry in good earnest for help. But if the occasion
seems small, we are too apt, secretly, to lean on our own wisdom and
strength, as if in such light matters we could make shift without Him;
therefore in these we often fail, and like the child when he begins to
walk, he thinks he needs no help, but as soon as he loses his mother's
hold, he falls. A few experiments of this kind tell him that he is not
able to go alone, and make him willing to be led.
Sometimes I indulge the hope that I am growing wiser, and think
suroly that, after the innumerable proofs that I have had that He does
al~ things well, I shall now be satisfied to leave myself quietly, and
WIthout reserve, at His disposal. A thousand times I have made such
su:renders and retracted them; yet still He is gracious. He does all
thmgs well. May we in due time see it, and in the meantime it calls
us to "be still, and know that He is God." He can, and does, cure
bodily disorders that affect His people; and although He may not see
fit to do so at times, yet His love is the same.
The Lord's way is in the deep, and untraceable by our feeble reasonings, but faith can always give a good report. May a lively sense of
His love, or of His sufferings for us, accompanied by a due seuse of
the misery from which we are redeemed, be realized.
These thoughts will enable us not only to be submissive, but even
joyful in tribulation. Flesh will have its feelings, but the spirit of
faith will triumph over them. It is needful to know that we have
no sufficiency in ourselvE's; and to know it, we must feel it; therefore the Lord sometimes withdraws His sensible influence, whilst at
other times He will show us what He can do in us aud for us. Then
we can adopt the Apostle's words, "I can do all things through Christ
strengthening me"; and He has said, "My grace is sufficient for
thee."
And the children of God seldom disappoint our expectations under
great trial. If they show a wrongness of spirit, it is usually in little
incidents, that we are ready to wonder at them. What a mercy that
His patience is beyond expression! If it were not, He would before
now have given me up. Oh, that I may find Him present at all times
and in all places! When it is so, we are at home everywhere; when
it, is otherwise, home is a prison, and abroad a wilderness.
I know what I ought to desire, and what I do desire. I point Him
out to others as the "All in all." I esteem Him as such in my own
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judgment, but, alas! my experience abounds in complaints. He is my
Sun, but- clouds and walls sometimes intercept Him from my view. He
is my strength, but I am prone to lean upon reeds. He is my Friend,
but on my part there is such coldness and ingratitude as no other
friend could bear. But still He is gracious, and shames me with His
repeated, multiplied goodness. Oh, for a warmer heart, a more simple
dependence, a more active zeal, a more sensible deliverance from
the effects of this body of sin and death! My poor story would
soon be much worse did He not graciously support, restrain, and watch
over me every minute. The enemy, who always fights against the
peace of God's children, finds great advantage against them when
their spirits are weakened and worn down by long illness, and is
often permitted to assault them. The reasons are hidden from us,
but they are doubtless worthy of His wisdom and love, and they
terminate in victory, to the praise of His glorious grace, which is more
signally manifested by His leading them safely through fire and water
than if their path was smooth. He is sovereign in His dispensations,
and appoints some of His people to trials and exercises which others
are perhaps strangers to all their days. I often consider that, in His
warfare, as in worldly wars, the post of danger and difficulty is the
post of honour, and, as such, assigned to those whom He has favoured
with a peculiar measure of His grace. I have seen some in circumstances that would have crushed others, yet I have never seen them in
a wrong spirit, or heard them speak an unadvised word. This is no
fancy portrait, I can assure you; yet I believe it is impossible to express the agonies such have endured.
Well, amidst all this, He changes not. All our concerns are in His
hands, and therefore safe. His path is in the deep waters. His
thoughts and methods of conduct are high above ours, as the heavens
are high above the earth; and He often takes a course of accomplishing
His purpose directly contrary to what our views would prescribe. He
wounds, in order to heal; kills, that He may make alive; casts down,
when He designs to raise; and brings a death upon our feelings and
prospects, when He is about to give us the desire of our hearts. TheBe
things He does to prove us, but He Himself knows, and has determined
beforehand, what He will do. The proof indeed usually turns to our
shame, when we have thought, "All things are against us," and to question whether He be with us and for us or not. But it issues likewise in
the praise of His goodness, although we were the subject of unkind
complaints and suspicions. It proves He is still working wonderfully
for us, causing light to shine out of darkness, and doing us good in
spite of ourselves. Had it depended upon myself, I should have been
ruined long ago. I have learned more of His patience and tenderness
than I could otherwise have known by these exercises. He knows our
frame, and what affects our evil nature, tormented by the artifices of
the enemy. A thousand evils arise in our hearts-aye, and in our
conduct--new even to ourselves, but none of them are new to Him, to
whom past, present, and future are the same. The foresight of them
did not prevent His calling us by grace. Though He knew we were
vile, and would prove ungrateful and unfaithful, yet He would be
found of us, and gain Himself an entrance to our hearts. Nor shall
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anything prevent His accomplishing His gracious purpose. It is our
part to be abased before Him, and quietly to hope and wait for His
salYation in the use of His appointed means. The power, success, and
blessing are wholly from Himself, and" without Him we can do nothing."
We may well say, "What has God wrought?" and "Who is a God like
unto Thee?" He causes grief to show His great compassion, and saves
us from our fears by an outstretched arm; ancl the relief is so seasonable
and unexpected that causes us to cry, "'Vhat has God wrought?"
Dear child, are you in the furnace? The Lord is sitting by it as a
Refiner, to moderate the fire and manage the process, so that you shall
lose nothing but dross, and be brought forth as refined gold, to praise
His name. Apparent difficulties, however great, are nothing to Him. If
He speaks, it is done; for "to God belong the issues of life and death."
"I can do nothing, Lord, 'tis true;
Yet in Thy strength can all things do;
Nothing I merit, Lord, I own,
Yet shall possess a hea,enly throne.
Thus something, Sa,iOUT, may I be;
Nothing in self, but all in Thee;
And when in glory I appear,
Be something, and yet nothing there."

H

Were we always alike-could we always believe, love, and rejoicewe should think the power inherent and our own. But it is more for
the Lord's glory, and more suited to form us to a temper and frame
becoming the Gospel, that we should be made deeply sensible of our
own inabilities and dependence, than we should be always in a lively
frame. I am persuaded that a broken and a contrite spirit, a conviction
of our vilenesq and nothingness, connected with a cordial aC'leptance of
Jesus as revealed in the Gospel, is the highest attainment we can
reach in this life. And I believe there may be a real exercise of faith,
and growth of grace, when our sensible feelings are faint and low. A
soul may be in as thriving a state when thirsting, seeking, and mourning after the Lord, as when actually rejoicing in Him; as earnest when
fighting in the valley, as when singing on the mount. N ay, dark
seasons afford the surest and strongest manifestation of the power of
faith. To hold fast when we have no comfort is a more certain
evidence of grace than a thousand things we may do or forbear when
our spirits are warm and lively. There may be some who are not
inclined to endorse this."'- I can say truly that it is my experience, as
much of this was written during a time of affliction of body and soul
-for it is under these circumstances the. mind becomes deeply exercised-and I am therefore constrained to send it forth in the expectation
that some poor pilgrim may be comforted, and thus show them that
their pathway is not an isolated one. At the same time, I yield to
none in my personal knowledge and interest, as well as assurance, of
that "hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before
the world began." Conflict does not destroy confidence, and grace
always shines the brightest under adverse circumstances. And when
all is past, and this poor tabernacle is about to be dissolved, I only
;If

We can endorse it, delir
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expect to render a similar testimony which that saint and honoured
servant of God, ROMAINE, did, namely, "A sinner saved by grace";
for, after all, we may say, it is the triumph of grace over sin.
"And when this lisping, stammering t<Jngue
Lies silent in the grave,
Then in a nobler, sweeter song
I'll sing Thy power to save."
May the Lord make us more and more deeply concerned for His
honour and glory. He has engaged to take care of us, and nothing
that can conduce to our real comfort will be withheld.

G. A. N.
DEW-DROPS.
"For (Lil of my jathm"s house were but dead men before my lord the
king: yet didst thm~ set thy se1'vant among them that dirl eat at thine own
table."-2 SAMUEL xix. 28.
IN Mephibosheth's answer to King David re-echoes the language of
every heaven-born subject of King Jesus, whose dependence upon a
like favour and bounty, with no deservings of their own to win them
this graciousness, is all they have to plead, with something like Queen
Esther's cry, "So will I go in unto the King; and if I perish, I
perish."
The early history of Mephibosheth may just be glanced at before we
proceed with his language in our text. He was the grandson of Saul,
and for the sake of him and Jomthan, whom David mourned with
great lamentation, he shows kindness to their house by fetching this
lame young man to "eat bread at his table continually," as a royal
favour, for which Mephibosheth is apparently grateful.
It was after the insurrection and death of Absalom that David, in
returning to Jerusalem, is met by Mephibosheth, who receives a similar
rebuke to that Absalom gave to Hushai, in 2 Samuel xvi. 1;-" And
Absalom said to Hushai, Is this thy kindness to thy friend 1 Why
wentest thou not with thy friend ~ " Mephibosheth's rebuke from the
king was, "Wherefore wentest thou not with me, Mephibosheth ~ "
"Where is the return of gratitude after all my kindness, unlooked-for
and undeserved ~ " Where the true knitting of friendship and love
which, like Ruth, can exclaim, with fixed purpose of heart, "Entreat
me not to leave thee, nor to return from following after thee: for
whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge;
thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God" ~
But if, alas! we too often prove the uncertainty of human friendship, what must He, that "Friend that sticketh closer than a brother,"
feel at our oft-repeated rebellious wanderings from Him, and such sad
ingratitude in return for all He has done in and for us ~)(. Like Mephibosheth, when reproved, we have nothing but to cast ourselves on the
goodness and mercy of our King, and say, "For all of my father's
• What indeed, dear RUTH? How often we think of the lines" Could we bear from one another
What He daily bears from us? "-En.

"
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house -were but dead men before my Lord the King: yet didst Thou
set Thy servant among them that did eat at Thine own table."
Let us for a few moments endeavour to gather a little Gospel
honey from Mephibosheth's words, and look first at the persons who
are as " dead men before my Lord the King" ; and then at the privileges
they are brought to enjoy at the King's table.
And mark, first, David's kindness to Mephibosheth was founded upon
his oath (see 2 Samuel xxi. 7)-" But the king spared Mephibosheth,
the son of J onathan, the son of Saul, because of the Lord's oath that
was between them, between David and Jonathan, the son of Sau!."
And is not the free and full favour extended to Zion's sons and
daughters, founded upon oath 1 What saith the Scriptures 1 " God,
willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath; that by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might
have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon
the hope set before us."
Oh, beloved, what a rest it is for our souls to be enabled, through
divine grace and mercy, to trust in no conditional salvation, no man
and God met favours, except as the sole condition rests on our utter
inability, our complete need and nothingness, and God's absolute and
perfect ability to do exceeding abundantly above all we can ask or think,
much less perform. How His children delight in His covenant" shaHs "
and" wills." " They shall come" upon no other condition than" Father,
I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where
I am, that they may behold My glory." It is those who have been
thus led to see Jesus as their Saviour who delight to sing those
precious lines of BREwER" For thus the p,ternal counsel ran'Almighty love, arrest that man!'"
and, with another poet, rejoice that the foundation of their hope is
laid" in oaths, and promises, and blood."
And does not this plainly show us' God's plan of salvation-that first
it was established by covenant oath of the Eternal Three, ratified by
Him who "was made sin for us," and in due time bestowed upon
those "dead in trespasses and sins" 1
Mephibosheth says, "All of my father's house were but dead men
before my lord the king." Of course, he is speaking of Saul's house as
deservlilg of death, and only dependent for life by throwing themse~ves
on the mercy and kindness of their king. They had revolted agamst
him secretly, and treacherously practised mischief against him, even to
seeking his life. How could they expect, by their own deservings, any
other punishment but death 1 Yet the oath prevails with David, and
he shows kindness to this descendant because of it.
And the oath is ever in remembrance with our King David. The
covenant, the sign of peace, was established, and now, "'Vhen I see
the blood I will pass over you," says the destroying angel. " And you
hath He quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins," says St.
Paul, reminding us of our death by sin, and life by God, through
Jesus Christ. Dead to God! Their very services were only deserving
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of sin's w,ages. Their best doings could only curse them, for "This do
and live" was answered by their own experience-" He that offendeth
in one point is guilty of all." Our Saviour shows this so beautifully
in His conversation with the young man to whom He is repeating the
law of God. "All these things have I kept from my youth up," says
the self-satisfied one. All! Yet our Lord reminds him of the one
thing lacking, and sends him away exceeding sorrowful, for the love
he had to his great earthly possessions. To such there is no resting
in the salvation and love of God, where man is vainly thinking to do
his part in the matter of salvation. What a restless, dissatisfied lot is
his; and so it will ever be, for he is striving for that something he
can never accomplish nor perform, and his labours will bring him disappointment and dissatisfactio,n. But see a child of God, resting solely
on the finished work of Christ, knowing how nothing of his own has
won this favour-how, if his God had not passed by with the Kingly,
loving word, "Live!" he would still be dead unto Him. "If He had
not chosen me, sure I am I should never have chosen Him." Oh, is
there not then a sweet resting in the power, promise, and performance
of a covenant God ~ "They shall come which were ready to perish."
God's children love this nothing-to-pay salvation-not because they
would not gladly give their all in retnrn for what He has done for
them, but because they know their utter inability to fulfil the law's
requirements-and so sweet to them is the view of the Law-Fulfiller
who stepped into the gap, perfectly fulfilled that law to every jot and
tittle, and then presented the children of His love to the Father with
those gracious words, "Here am I, and the children Thou hast given
Me." The words of the Father's Well-Beloved reach heaven's high
throne-"I delight to do Thy will, 0 My God," and receive in return
the deserved approbation, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am
well plaased."
Thus we have seen how" all of my father's house were as" (spiritually)
"dead men before my Lord the King," and how they are made alive
in Christ Jesus, who was "the end of the law for righteousness to
everyone that believeth."
Now let us get at a few of the privileges
these children enjoy.
In Psalm xlv., the Church is presented to us as being brought in to
the King's palace in glorious apparel, with great gladness and rejoicing,
the recipient of royal bounty in its fulness-" all glorious within, and
her clothing of wrought gold." And our Saviour teaches us of the fit
apparel of the King's guests by the parable of the wedding feast.
They who were bidden were to come, and all bidden were to have on
the wedding garment providen. by the Master of Assemblies. By the
description of its being "wrought gold," does it not at once lead us
in contemplation to Him who alone can put on us such a kingly robe,
and who speaks of fleshly garments as "filthy rags" ~ "Take away
the filthy garments from him, and I will clothe him with change of
raiment." Moreover, He has furnished a table before them, and there,
with a spiritual appetite, their hungry souls are refreshed with the
bread of heaven, with the King's own right royal welcome, "Eat,
o friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved." They eat and
drink now in grace, anticipating the glory that shall follow. They
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drink into the words of the Prophet, experimentally and spiritually"And it came to pass, in the seven-and-thirtieth year of the captivity
of Jehoiachin, king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the sevenand-twentieth day of the month, that Evil-merodach, king of Babylon,
in the first year of his reign, lifted up the head of J ehoiachin, king
of Judah, and brought him forth out of prison, and spake kindly
unto him, and changed his prison garments j and he did continually
eat bread before him all the days of his life. And for his diet there
was a continual diet given him of the king of Babylon, every day a
portion, until the day of his death, all the days of his life."
So we see God's providence over His children, as their inheritance j
God's manner of providing them that food, and a lacking of nothing
that shall be for their good and His glory. "Every day a portion"just as the children of Israel were supplied with the manna that
came down from heaven-that small, sweet, white, round thing-emblem
of Him who was to be His children's Bread-daily, hourly supplying
them from the spiritual treasury of His storehouse-an unfailing, free,
and sovereign bounty.
How often does that word reach us now, "Children, have ye any
meat ~" and as often is the supply forthcoming from the Lord, who
knew our need before He asked, so that, in the hidden strength thereof, we live upon meat that the world knows not of. Oh, depend upon
His supplies, delJ.r faint-hearted, famished child of God! God has His
methods of bringing about blessed ends. He has His time to bring out
of prison and set at liberty them that are bound. His stores of grace
are ever at hand, and in the wondrous plan of His providence He
cherishes His own life-seed within the soul, and preserves-aye, and
well keeps-that which is committed unto Him. It often passes our
wonderment how we have been lifted up here and there on our journey
in ways so unexpected and unforeseen. It is as the poet says" Sometimes a light surprises
The Christian a8 he sings";
and whether it be under the preached Word, or under the Word itselfwhich is the most probable, since the "famine of hearing the words
of the Lord," of which the Prophet Amos writes, under the Lord's
dictation, seems verily to be fulfilled in our days-or in a hymn, yea,
even in a heaven-inspired thought, it is sufficient, for it comes as the
children's "daily portion" from the King's table, and forthwith the
prison garments are exchanged for royal apparel, the spirit of heaviness for the garment of praise, "for mine eyes have seen the King in
His beauty," and He has spoken kindly nnto His prisoner. Ab ! He
never has a harsh word for His children-not even a look of anger.
How, then, can He do other than provide food for the children's table,
that none be sent empty away ~ The fallen crumbs which many a
Little-faith is content to gather up, so long as they are from the
Master's table, is not His way of providing for their necessity. He
must have them ne£w unto Him, and, by a right royal invitation, He
bids them sit down at His table, in sweet foretaste of that which is
to come when we shall hear those delightful words, "Blessed are they
that are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb."
R.
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THE ABBE BOURBLANC AND HIS SCOTCH PUPIL.
A TRUE NARRATIVE.

following sketch is presented to our readers in proof of the undying character of the Papacy to effect conversion-or rather, as we call
it, perversion-to the Romish faith, under peculiar circumstances, and in
the very face of a solemn engagement not to interfere with the Protestant principles of the young lady, who was at the time the object of the
most persistent attempts to undermine her Protestant faith.
vVe give in this sketch the real names of the parties in question; and
though the occurrence happened long before our day, yet we have been
familiar with the circumstances now narrated from our early youth, as
things which had truly occurred in the period succeeding the first French
Revolution, when thousands of the French nobility and upper cla~ses
of the priesthood had taken refuge in London, where they remained
as exiles until the restoration of the old French dynasty, in the person
of Louis XVIII., to the throne of France, in the year 1815:THE

CATHE~INE DENoON was the daughter of a highly respected gentleman,
extensively connected with the shipping department in the sea-port town of
Leith. She was one of a large family, but, possessed of high intellectual powers
of mind, and of many personal attractions, she was peculiarly an object of
interest and regard.
Among the youngest of several daughten, upon all of whom their father
bestowed a most liberal and accomplished education, Catherine, when
deemed of age, was sent to London for the completion of her education.
Previous to this time, a large influx into England of noble French families
had taken place after the French Revolution, at the close of the last century.
In the -Metropolis especially, many of these noble families had taken refuge.
Deprived of their estates and wealth by the lawless revolutiooary tribunals
of their country, they were obliged to have recourse to many various means
for their support in the city of the stranger.
Monsieur BOURBLANC, one of those French refugees, had been a minister of
the crown, of high importanciJ and influence in the state, and was considered
one of the most talented, learned, and eloquent men in the kingdom. He
had been possessed of several large Estates iu France, and had lived at court
in the highest style and splendour. His property having been all seized and
confiscated at the Revolution, his principal means of support in London was
by receiving young ladies into his family, for the prosecution of the study
of the French language. In this family OATHERINE DBNooN was placed.
Having been entrusted to the special care of the late distinguished Dr.
WAUGH, of London, who watched over her with almost parental care and
kindness, no apprehensions were entertained by her friends on account of
her religion from her residence in a Roman Catholic family, who had solemnly
engaged not to interfere with her religious principles. This young lady,
however, was, in fact, placed in the most periluus circumstances in regard to
her religion. Even.· had the solemn promise of not interfering with her
religious principles been sacredly adhered to, there was danger enough to
be apprehended simply from the circumstance of her having becn placed
within .the sphere of indirect Roman Catholic influence. But the perIl of
her position was by no means confined to this. The ancient doctrine of the
Church of Rome,'" that it is lawful to break faith with heretics," was
permitted to be fully brought int') operation in the present instance; and
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during the whole period of her residence in the family, every effort was
made, and all means were employed, to induce the "youthful heretic" to
embrace the Romish faith. These efforts were made by the Abbe BOURBLANC,
a dignitary of the Romish Church, and brother to Monsieur BOURELANC.
He had fled with his brother's family into England at the Revolution, and
had ever since resided with them in London, as a member of the family.
He was an amiable and an interesting man. Pity it was that his fine natural
qualities of mind and disposition had been subjected to the perverting
influence of a false religion. Possessed of a peculiarly tender and affectionate
heart, he seemed formed for the enjoyment of the family relation; and,
although debarred by the inflexible rules of his Church from the formation
of ties of a holy, social nature, his heart pined in secret for objects to love.
Throughout the course of a long life, however, all such personal feelings and
desires had been subjected to the influence of the great ruling passion of his
heart-devotion to his Church. Zeal for the maintenance of her interests in
his own country, and for the extension of her faith throul:(hout the world,
animated his whole soul, and induced unceasing effort in her cause. Thus
the venerable and amiable Abbe BOURBLANC likewise bore with him to the
land of his exile his devotion to the Church of Rome; and, with a zeal and
an ardour truly worthy of a better came, he laboured to promote her interests
in England by every means in his power.
CATHER~iE DIL'iOON was very soon reg!lrded with great interest by the
vener<lble A.bbe. Attracted and charmed by the intelligence, vivacity, and
beauty of this interesting girl, her conversion to the Romish Church became
an object of almost engrossing interest and aim.
Such was the critical position in which the youthful Catherine was placed;
and, although she escaped scatheless from the contaminating- influences -of
the Popery by which she was surrounded, often has she, as the beloved
mother of the writer of this sketch, told her children, in after life, this
tale of her early sojourn among these exiles, and ascribed her preservation
solely to the abounding goodness of Him by whose grace she had peen
enabled to cry,'" My Father, thou art the Guide of my youth." But
though in perilous circumstances in regard to her religion, CATHERINE
DENOON enjoyed all the comforts of a happy, social home. She mingled
much in the society of the young French noblesse, with whom the junior
members of the BOURBLANC family -constantly associated; and, although in
many respects their moral apprehensions totally differed from hers, their
lively, elegant, unassuming manners greatly pleased her, while not a few
amiable traits of general character induced in her mind no small measure of
approval and admiration. She was particularly struck with the manner in
which the young noblesse of France yielded to the circumstances of their
adversity. Many were the different means to which the noble French
exiles had recourse to procure a sufficient subsistence in En~land; and the
youth especially were ever most vigorous and indefatigable in devising
methods to aid in the attempt, and in making a variety of articles to be
disposed of. The staple manufacture, however, of the young French
noblesse was, the making of straw bonnets for general sale. The young
gentlemen plaited the straw, and their sisters made up the bonnets. Every
week they all met in assembly for the purpose of receiving- payment for the
bonnets and other articles which had been sold during the week, aild: of
entering new work for further sale. "La reunion," as such a season of
general meeting was termed, was ever a most happy and joyous one, and
few returned home dissatisfied with the produce of their cheerful labours.
CATHERINE DENOON frequently ·attended "la reunion" with her young
French friends, and largely participated in their happy, joyous feelings on
the occasion. Often has she thought, while witnessing the exuberant joyfulness of the youthful group, that seldom before might many of them have
experienced, even in the high tide of their. prosperity, a gr~ater ~egree':Of
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positive satisfaction than that which they seemed to enjoy in their social.
reunions in England. It was indeed a peculiarly interesting spectacle, to
witness the youthful members of the highest noblesse of the kingdom of
Frame thus humbly submitting to the circumstances of their situation by
active, cheerful, and industrious efforts to aid in the maintenance of their
respective families, while simply and naturally addressing each other by their
usual high-born titles. What a halo of glory would have been shed around
the1e noble youthful exiles, had they been partakers of the wisdom which
is from above-of the religion which is pure and undefiled! But far
different was their spiritual condition. In darkness and the shadow of
death, they knew and ack JOwledged no other spiritual power than that
which proceeded from the mystery of iniquity which had so universally
overspread their land with its moral desolation and death. Unhappy Fra~ce !
Long has darkness covered thy realm, and gross darkness thy people! But
a better, brighter day seems now dawning on her. The Spirit of GJd has
even already breathed upon very many of her dry bones, awakening 1) light
and eternal life, and spreading peace, happiness, and joy within the daily
widening sphere of His divine, benignant influence.
The attempts of the Abbe BouRBLANc to effect the conve'sion of CATHERINE
DENooN to the Romish faith were nnceasing and indefatigable, and were
characterized by all the arts and sophistry usually brought to bear upon
all similarly considered heretical cases. But some months elapsed before
any direct attempt was made to induce discussion upon the respective
tenets of the Popish and Protestant faiths. During all this time, however,
the energies of the Abbe were directed to produce in the mind of hi, young
friend a high opinion of his own cbaracter, and of the influence of these
principles which he professed; and the highly polished, amiable, bland,
and gentle manners of the A.bbe did produce a highly fa,ourable impression of his personal character in the mind of his young friend; but his
devotion to his religion-his prayers, his fast.ings, hi. austerities, and his
unceasing attention to the idolatrous ceremonies of his Church-were far
from producing the effect that was intended. Professedly performed to
work out for himself a meritorious righteousness in the sight of God., the
principle, in all its bearings, was so opposed to all the training Miss
DENooN had received in the sound Scriptural divinity of her native land,
and likewise to the spiritual perception her own soul had received of " the
truth as it is in Jesus," that the more she witnessed of its fatally-deludina
influence in the case of the Abbe, the more she mourned over ~
unenlightened devotion to the soul-ruining doctrines of the apostate Church
of Rome.
The Abbe BouRBLANc was not slow in perceiving that his general bearing had produced the impression, in regard to his personal character, "hich
he had designed; but his penetrating eye could not recognize the increa.:;ing
regard for the principles of his religion \\hich he had fondly anticip~ted as
the result. He was disappointed in this, but not discouraged. The first
step had been ineffectual; but many others had still to follow, and he
doubted not that success would crown his efforts in the end. He now
endeavoured to induce occasional attendance on some of the most imposing
services of the Romish Church. "I shall be happy to accompany you,
Monsieur l'Abbe, upon Christmas Day, or any other holiday," OatheriDe
replied, up~n one occasion, "but I cannot employ the sacred hours of the
Sabbath in witnessing what I can only regard, by your own description, as
an imposing pageant." Efforts in regard to this matter became more
frequently repeated, but Catherine remained firm and unshaken in bel'
determination never at any time to desecrate the holy Sabbath by her presence at an idolatrous worship.
Matters now began to assume a more plain and unequivoca.l bearing, and
the Abbe ventured at length boldly to maintain that the Roman Catholic
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• religion is the only true one, and to denounce the Protestant faith as a
• novel and damnable heresy, originating with the apostate LUTHER.
Repeated discusoions now, upon all the doctrines and practices of the
Church of Rome, followed in rapid succession. The young Protestant disputant ever boldly and conclusively maintained her position by constant
reference to the Word of God, while her wily opponent would escape from
the grasp of her argumenh by a thousand Jemitical evasions. The discussion was conducted upon both sides with much plain dealing, and not
ur:frequ"ntly Catherine, with an air of much /irch simplicity, would make
such a remark, or propound such a query to the Abbe, as evidently disconcerted him.
The time for the removdl of CATHERINE DENOON from the family of
Monsieur BOURllLANC drew near, and the Abbe had hopelessly relinquished
the attempt of converting this youthful heretic to the faith of the Roman
Catholic Church. He was evidently, however, greatly disappointed and
mortified by the utter failure of his design, but his feelings were exhibited
towards her simply as those of deep sorrow on account of her avowed
determined hostility to the" holy Oatholic Apostolic Church," out of which
there was no salvation. Very shortly preceding her removal, the Abbe made
a final attempt to influence her mind in favour of the Romish Church, by
asserting that Protestants could not have known that the Scriptures were the
Word of God but by the testimony of the Church of Rome. The sun was
at the moment shining around them in all his brightness and beauty, and,
pointing to it, Catherine repli- d, "I do not need anyone to inform me
that the sun is the workmanship of God. He carries the evidence of his
being so in his own bosom. So the Word of God carries in its own bosom
-in its light and glory-in its own sweet and blessed influence-the
evidence of its divine origin." 'fhis appears to have been the concluding
argument upon that occasion. The Abbe did not attempt to answer it, but,
bursting into tears, and raising his hands and eyes to heaven, he said with
deep solemnity, "I am now an old man. It cannot be long before I enter
into that blessed place, and the very first prayer that I shall present to the
blessed Virgin shall be for the conversion of Mademoiselle DENOON." So
far, however, from being affected in the manner he intended and expected,
Catherine replied, smiling as she said it, "I am afraid, Monsieur BOURBLANC,
that when ynu enter that happy place, you will altogether forget poor
Mademoiselle DE NOON. "
Catherine returned to Scotland, and during her whole life continued
steadfastly to maintain the Evangelical Protestant principles of her own
highly-favoured land. She died in the hope of a blessed immortality, deeply
lamented by her mourning husband and family.

The preceding narrative is from a work published a few years ago,
entitled, "The Family Protestant," embracing a series of true narratives
in evidence of the work and success of the Jesuits in this kingdom of
Great Britain, edited by Mrs. MA.RIA DENOO~ PEDDlE.
The following is a paragraph from the Introduction-'" The Family
Protestant' is a publication complete in itself; and, in the maintenance of Protestant truth and counteraction of Popish error, ought to
be circulated in tens of thousands among families in this land, now
lying open and unguarded to the daring inroads of the Jesuit fathers
and their numerous coadjutors, to be found in all official and unofficial
offices in connection with all relations of life in the land."
The editor can forward copies of "The Family Protestant II to any
address, post or carriage free, on receipt of the price, namely, one
shilling each copy_ Applications to be addressed to Mrs. MARIA
DENOON PEDDlE, 8, Granville Terrace, Edinburgh.
H
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"STRONG DELUSION."
(2

THESSALONIANS

ii. 11.)

" I see that all are wanderers, gone astray,
Each in his own delusions."

EYES and bands are uplifted in pious horror at the rapid progress of
Popery in England, yet these very persons. in avoiding one error, are
frequently discovered to have fallen into another. Satan is never at a
loss, but equal to any emergency-can cheat his dupes according to
their taste and the length of his tether, some with the Bible, others
without. It is all the same to him, if only he can keep his goods in
peace.
Our day appears to be the day in which he is loosed for the "little
season," and he to be making the most of the time. It is not difficult
to understand the poor Papist clinging to his religious forms in his
ignorance. He has had no Scriptural teaching; but for our own people,
brought up in a land of open Bibles, men and women of average
mental ca,pacity, to fall down in worship before a bit of baked dough,
to eat it, and imagine that they have swallowed the Lord Jesus
Christ, is perfectly astounding. It seems too monstrously absurd-too
blasphemous-to be credited; yet so it is. Surely this is a "strong
delusion." We cannot, with the utmoRt stretch of charity, suppose that
,these deluded ones have studied "Moses and the Prophets" for the
"testimony of Jesus." An open Bible avails little, if something else
is put above it, or when it is interpreted to suit the views of poor,
frail mortals who are, as yet, untaught of the Spirit.
Another delusion is the so-called c, Anglo-Israelitish theory." In this
the Bible is ransacked to fit in. If half the ingenuity were employed
to discover the mind of God, we may be sure the result would be
different. I recently met with a book published in support of these
views, by an Australian author. A clause in the preface prevented my
reading the book, and led me to see that no reliance could be placed
on the twenty columns of passages of Scripture at the end of the book,
and which had been used as references in the volume-a handsome
work, well got up, and the price ten shillings and sixpence; the title,
"Jehovah Triumphant." The clause in the preface ran thus (I quote
from memory)-" The physical, mental process which has come to be
known as spiritual life." I read the clause again and again, supposing
it a mistake on my own part, for I could scarcely believe that the
author of such a book. with such a title, and such an array of quotations, could have set out labouring under such vital ignorance.
I wrote a note to a gentleman (" Philo Israel ") whom I thought might
be able to enlighten me, asking if the author could mean that "a
physical, mental process" would accomplish that "new birth" of which
our Lord speaks in John iii. 3. His courteous reply was to the effect
that he could not explain it, nor did he think the author himself would
be able to do so. In face of such delusions, is there not a cause for
blowing the trumpet in Zion-sounding an alarm in the holy mountain
{Joel ii. l)-to heed the exhortation, "Believe not every spirit, but try
the spirits whather th~y be of God; because many false prophets are gone
out into the world" ? Is it wise to trust to the title of book, or news-
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paper, or even an array of Scriptural passages 1 W. PARKS, of blessed
memory, says, "Speaking of Scripture quotations, don't you know that
.the Bible is like a musical instrument 1 Any tune may be played upon
it--aye, from the Wesleyan waltz to the Mormonite march; from the
old church clock chimes to the Papistical polka." We may add, the
" Identity" reel.
PARKS continues, "Every doctrine, every sort of Church discipline,
,every creed, may be defended by the Bible. I myself [he says] have
heard the Apostle John quoted to prove that he was a Unitarian; I
,have heard our Lord quoted to prove that He approved of polygamy;
I have heard Paul quoted to prove the expediency of "white lying"; I
have heard Malacbi quoted to prove the confessional; I have heard
Moses quoted to disprove the Gospel; I have heard Isaiah and Ezekiel
,quoted to prove free-will; I have heard Habakkuk quoted to prove the
·conversion of the world; and everybody has heard Matthew and Luke
.quoted to prove that God was disappointed because the Jews would
not let Him, and He could not save them. In short, there is no
.absurdity too gross, no heresy too blasphemous, no theory too accursed,
:that cannot be proved by passages of Scripture." St. Paul tells us
why this is so, for it is a fact--" The natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him: neither
·~an he know them, because they are spiritually discerned" (1 Cor. ii.
14). Yes, carnal men bring their own interpretations to the Bible, to
try to make it fit into them.
Dr. BULLINGER, in a valuable pamphlet on "The Importance of Accu-',racy in the Study of Holy Scripture," says, "The Bible may be likened
to a sun-dial. Earthly lights may bring out the beauties of the structure, its carving or inlaid work, or its decoration; but they cannot show
·us the one thing for which it exists. Nothing but Heaven's light can
show the hour."
Our dear afflicted brother, the author of "Foundation Stones," page
136, says, "The most brilliant human abilities are perfectly useless for
·determining the spiritual truths of the Bible." Thus it is He, God,
must open the eyes of the understanding, who only can, or men will
.still stumble blindly on, choosing rather to believe Satan's lie, and be
led by him, than the way of life, boasting to the last of their free
agency and free-will. . May the Lord preserve us from such delusions!
M. L. SYKES.
CONFLICT.
daily working of corruption in my heart (I know not what
·other men's hearts feel) showeth me that the carnal mind is still carnal
(Psa. xxxvi. 1; Rom. vii. 14). I feel a daily warfare. I" groan, being
hurdened." I not only feel these workings when unoccupied with
divine things, but often in the house of God. Like Paul, I know what
it is, that "when I would do good, evil is present with me ,J (Rom. vii
21). In the pulpit, at the tuble of the Lord, at the mercy-seat, often in a
moment when in Slceet communion with my God and Saviour, a train of
thoughts rush through me like unbidden guests, and rob God at His
face of His glory, and my soul, for the time, of comfort.-Dr. Hawker.
H 2
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY~"
JASPER-JESUS.
"HE that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone"
(Rev. iv. 3). "Her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like
a jasper stone, clear as crystal" (Rev. xxi. 11). "When He shall
appear, we shall be like Him" (1 John iii. 2). "Behold, I lay in Zion
for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure
foundation" (Isa. xxviii. 16). "And the foundations of the wall of the
city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first
foundation was jasper" (Rev. xxi. 19). Jesus! "I am the First."
"Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is J esu&
Christ" (1 Cor. iii. 11).
In the typical high priest's breastplate we meet with an onyx and
a jasper associated-a semi-transparent stone joined to this "precious
stone, clear as crystal"; for, however close our union with the Lord
Jesus here below, we see not clearly, but as "through a glass darkly."
Hereafter the redeemed, "having. the glory of God," her light is clear
as crystal. There is no onyx there, in the New Jerusalem. "Then
shall I know, even as also I am known." All dimness cleared away
in one blaze of glorious light. "To whom coming, as unto a livinq
Stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious."
"Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house." " Unto you
therefore which believe He is precious" (1 Peter ii. 4-, 5, i)-yea, a
Stone most precious-Jasper-Jesus.
What are all the diamonds of earth compared with jasper ~ God
declares the jasper to be most precious. It must be Jesus!
Leicester.
l\1.ARY.
WAITING.
SUGGESTED BY A SERMON PREACHED IN ST. MARY'S CHURCH,
HORNE, SURREY, ON JUNE 3RD, 1888.
W AITIN~calmly waitingPast, the desert wanderings ;
By the Jordan tide,
Past, the bitter war;
Gazing at the beauty
All the toil forgotten;
Of the other side.
All the hunger o'er.
Waiting for the opening
Waiting for the gladness;
Of the gates of light;
Waiting for the lo,e;
Waiting for the coming
Waiting for the glory
Of the angels bright.
Of the home abo,e.
Waiting for the summons
Of the King of Grace;
Waiting-watching-yearning
To behold His face.
rSA.

JUSTIFICATION acquits, cleanses, pardons, delivers from; takes off
the filthy rags of nature's righteousness; says, "Deliver him from
going down to the pit." SANCTIFICATION adopts, clothes, purifies,
delights in; replaces with the wedding garment of the Redeemer's
righteousness; . declares, "I have found a Ransom."
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TO THE DEAR FRIENDS ASSEMBLED AT THE MOTHERS'
ANNUAL MEETING AT ST. LUKE'S SOHOOL-ROOM, BEDMINSTER, DEOEMBER 28TH, 1888.
My DEAR FRIENDS,-As I am unable to be personally present with
you this evening, I am anxious to have a little talk with you through
the press. I thank God for such a medium of communication. Although
thus absent in pel'son, however, be assured I shall be with you in
heart. This reminds me that, as far as memory serves to recall the
past, there has not been a year in the thirty with which I have been
connect,ed with the parish but what has found me among you. I
feel that this calls for grateful acknowledgment upon my part for this
among the ten thousand mercies I have received at the Lord's hand,
during this portion of my pilgrimage. The mora one looks back upon
the past, and reflects upon the guidance, and care, and keeping that
have markecl its couroe, how forcibly am I reminded of my last text
and subject, in the pulpit of dear St. Luke's Church, namely, "Bless
the Lord, 0 my soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy name.
Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits: who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; who redeemeth
thy life frum destruction; who crowneth thee with loving-kindness and
tender mercies; who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that
thy youth is renewed like the eagle's I, (Psa. ciii. 1-5).
I often think, my dear friends, that, if that were indeed my last
.sermon (which I believe to be highly probable), it was a blessed recognition and a glorious summing up of all the goodness and mercy, the
patience and long.suffering, received-and that for so many, many years
-at the Lord's hands.
The more I' think of that evening and that service, on the 8th of
March last, the more deeply am I impressed with tl1<3 Lord's tenderness
and Fatherly kindness and compassion, in that He saw fit to withhold
trom me what was so immediately to follow. 'Whilst preaching, I had not
the least idea that at least ten months would pass away before I should
speak again in my dear Lord and Master's. name. Had I foreseen it,
I am quite at a loss to imagine what would have been my feelings. In
Ifact, I doubt not I should have been completely overcome. It is at
all times a solemn reflection for a minister that he is speaking for the
last time, in the hearing of some of his congregation. Well do I
remember the remark of a preacher whom I happened to hear, some
sixty to seventy years ago. "The next time we meet," said he, "it will
But, if the idea be so serious, in regard to
be at the bar of God."
one or more of the congregation hearing the minister for the last time,
how much more solemn is the consideration of the preacher himself delivering his last message! Some years since, when engaged upon the
Home Mission, I sa"' in the vestry of one of the churches in Somerset,£hire, where I was about to preach, the following couplet" I'd preach as though I ne'er should preach agll.in,
Myself a dJ ing man, to dying men."

Upon one of the last occasions -if not the very last- that I was in St.
Luke's vestry, I was looking over the preachers' books, and I was struck
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,,:ith the fact that some five-and-twenty clergymen (including threebIshops) who had at least once or twice occupied the pulpit, had passedl
away, and been called to their great account. There might have been,
more, but with whose removal by death I had not been made acquainted.
I cannot think of your present meeting, my dear friends, without
thinking likewise of past gatherings in our dear old school-buildings.
Oh, how numerous they have been, and, thank God, with what warmth"
and love, and affection have they been characterized! Time after time,.
month after month, and year after year, we have had prayer-meetings,
tea meetings, teachers' meetings, old people's meetings, young people's.
meetings, day school meetings, Sunday school meetings, missionary
meetings, and mothers' meetings; and again I say, I thank God for
the loving and kindly spirit that has pervaded each and all.
Then.
we have had at the Mission Hall our teachers' teas, our various lectures,
our happy gatherings of men at their meat teas and soup suppers, with
our various imaginary talks between man and man, husband and wife,
master and man, with the many warm-hearted addresses that have
followed.
Oh, it does cheer my heart, dear friends, to review these facts,
because I cannot but hope that the seed thus sown will, in the Lord's.
own good time, spring up and bring forth fruit, some thirty, some sixty,
some a hundred-fold! I am encouraged in this thought by means of
the Lord's own declaration, in which He says that " His Word shall
not return unto Him void, but that it shall accomplish that which He
pleases, and it shall prosper in the thing whereunto He has sent it."
And now, my dear friends, in conclusion, permit me to remind you
of the solemn injunction given in Revelation iii. 3-" Remember, therefore, how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent." I
would, moreoyer, venture to adopt the langnage of the Apostle Peter,
where he says, "Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting yon in remembrance; knowing that
shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus
Christ hath showed me. Moreover, I will endeavour that ye may be
able after my decease to have these things always in remembrance.
For we have not followed cunningly devised fahles" (2 Peter i. 13-16).
No, dear friends, they have not been "fables" that I have, however
feebly and imperfectly, ministered among you, but they have been.
Bible-truths. My text-book has been the Word of the living God.
My labours (in spite of all shortcomings) have been based upon thegreat and so plainly-spoken fad, "Ye must be born again" (John.
iii. 7). "By grace are ye saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should'
boast" (Eph. ii. 8, 9). "Not hy works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost" (Titus iii. 5). ''.If we
walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all
sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John.
i. 7-9).
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Now, -dear friends, will-not your own consciences bea~ witnes3 to the
fact I have just named, as to the character of my labours among you ~
None can be more conscious of their imperfection and shortcomings
than I am. This is my daily-,I had almost said hourly-acknowledgment before the great Searcher of hearts. Still I take comfort from
the fact that He has put "the treasure in earthen vessels"--that "God
hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and
God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things
which are mighty; and base things of the world, and things which are
despised. hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not; to bring to
nought things that are: that no flesh should glory in His presence"
(1 Cor. i. 27-29)-yea, that" it hath pleased God by the foolishness
[or the simplicity] of preaching to save them that believe" (1 Cor. i
21). You know that, in my ministrations among you, I have uniformly
dealt in the "we," "we "-not in the "you," "yrYM." I have felt-and
hence have spoken to you-as a sinner in common with you sinners,
with this difference, in regard to many of you, that I, as a poor by
grace convinced sinner, have been led by the Holy Ghost to "hope in
His mercy" ; yea, as one, in spite of all sin and transgression, who has
"a good hope through grace." Having obtained mercy at the Lord's
hand, as a poor ill-and-hell-deserving sinner, I have sought to
" tell to sinners round
What a dear Saviour I have found;
To point to His redeemin~ blood,
And say, 'Behold the way to God! ' "

Has not that been the case ~ I ask. Has not that been the burden
of my ministry ~ Moreover, have I not sought to bring every thought
and observation to the touchstone of God's own blessed Word ~ Whatever notion or dogmas that might have been abroad, I appeal to you,
has not my oft-quoted text been, "To the law and to the testimony;
if they speak not according to this Word, it is because there is no light
in them" ~ (Isa. viii, 20.) Have I not besought you to beware of any
teacher or teaching that casts the slightest doubt or hesitates, in the
very smallest degree, as to plain, wholesome, saving instructions laid
down in God's most holy Word ~
And now, dear, dear friends, "I commend you to God, and to the
Word of His grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you
an inheritance among all them which are sanctified" (Acts xx. 32).
Permit me to add, may the Lord give you grace to pray for me; yea,
pray that "I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry which
I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace
of God." Farewell!
.
Yours most affectionately in the Lord,
.
DAVID ALFRED DOUDNEY.
Stanley Lodge, Bm'goyne Road, Southsea, December 23rd, 1888.
P.S.-I had nearly forgotten to express the debt of gratitude I owe
to dear Miss BARER, for her continued so self-denying labours among
you for so many years; likewise to dear Mrs. HENRY WELCHMAN, for
so kindly coming forward to occupy the position so efficiently, so long,
and so ably filled by her loved sister.
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£trm.crus auD !tottS .cr£ S.ermous.
NOTES OF A SERMON,
PREACHED BY THE REV. T. A. L. GREAVES, VICAR OF CLIFTON, AT ST.
LUKE'S, BEDlIUNSTER. ON THE TWENTY-NINTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
SUNDAY SCHOOL, NOVEMRER 18TH, 1888.

"The14ore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things a7'e become new."-2 CORINTHL\.NS v. 17.
THIS, brethren, appears to me a most appropriate subject for a Sunday
School anniversary. I am afraid many Sunday School teachers fall
into the error of thinking that, as the children committed to their care
have been baptized, they are therefore" born again," and so need only to
be educated and built up in the faith. And here I think we see one
of the worst evils of baptismal regeneration, namely, doing away with
the necessity of conversion and the Dew birth. Teachers, before
children can be planted in the garden of grace, they must be t,rans·
planted from the garden of a natural state. "Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." We find the line of demarcation most distinctly drawn in God's Word. Conversion is passing from "death to life." It is being" called ont of darkness into
light. " Christ is the Life, and therefore we cannot begin the new life
unless joined to Him. May the Spirit of the Lord help us to underliltand our text, that so we may be able to answer the all-important
question, "Am I born again ~ "
In many places we read of conversion as a "new creation." In our
text it may be rendered, "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creation." In Galatians vi. 15, we read, "For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature."
Again, in Ephesians ii. 10, "We are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus unto good works"; and also Ephesians iv. 24-" Put on the
new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness."
Now, in order to rightly unrlerstand this, I must refer you to the
opening verses of the Bible. If the creation of the world is a picturea type of the new creation-then we have a description of it in Genesis
i. 1, 2-" In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of
the waters."
"In the beginning" -that is, hundreds of years ago -we know not
how long. "In the beginning "-at some far distant period or epoch"God created the heaven and the earth," and I believe God created
them perfect. I have yet to be convinced that things were evolved
out of nebulous matter. I have yet to be convinced that higher orders
of things were evolved from lower, for I find that the tiniest shell is as
perfect in its form as the largest object in God's creation. I have yet
to learn that God created anything imperfect; so "in the beginning
God created man in His own image"-perfect, happy, holy-a burnished mirror, in which angels saw their God reflected. I do not
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believe that God created anything in chaos. Some have imaginedbut, of course, it is only imagination-that this earth was once the
abode of the devil and his angels. If so, we can easily understand with
what anger. and rage he 'would see it prepared for a race of beings
who were to reflect God's image.
But now, see the force of this as applied to man. You have in the
" chaos" a picture of man in his natural state-dark, and unable to do
anything till wrought on by the Spirit of God. Then look at the
indwelling nature of man, like a wonderful machine out of gear. He
has a mind, but cannot think aright; a heart, but not to love God;
a will, but it is not brought into subj~ction to God. All is in confusion. But mark the change in the following verse-" And God said,
Let there be light; and there was light" (Gen. i. 3).
One thought is worth noticing-there is no new creation. And this
does not diminish the wonderfulness of the work. I think it increases
it, for it requires greater skill to take marred clay and make it into a
vessel of beauty, than to take fresb, unused clay. Apply that to a
man when converted. It is the same heart, but now it loves the
Lord Jesus Christ. There are the same talents, but now no longer
devoted to that which is sensual and earthly. Like some river whose
course has been turned by perhaps an earthquake, the man's thoughts
are now turned to God. What a change! The man who resembled
a tiger for ferocity is subdued, humbled; his children no longer tremble
at his approach; the lion is changed to a lamb. It is a new creation.
A man returns home, after a long stay in India, to find his boon
co~panion perfectly changed. He was once the leader of all worldly
amusements, but now all his energy is used for the Lord's cause. There
is all the old energy, influence, talent, but devoted to another purpose.
"All things are become new." Where there is a creation there must
be a creator. You grant this in the natural world, hut perhaps deny
it in t~ spiritual world. It is absurd to do so. What, I ask, can alter
the taste, the habits, of thirty, forty, or fifty years? There must be
a Creator, and He is the Lord Jesus Christ. Compare Genesis i. with
John i., and then mark how insensibly, as it were, John glides from
the natural to the spiritual, and says, "In Him was life, and the life
was the light of men" (.]ohn i. 4). Yes, Jesus Christ is the great
Creator. "The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear
the voice of the Son of God; and they that hear shall live " (John v. 25).
And again-" For God, who commanded the light to shine out of
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ" (~ Cor. iv. 6).
God, who created heaven and earth, speaks the word into the heart
of the sinner, and the man is called out of darkness into light.
And here you see the sovereignty of God. Need I stay to prove
that a Creator is a Sovereign? No; you do not need me to do that.
Why, then, does proud man dispute the fact 1 Oh, because he is
proud. It is so humbling to acknowledge that I cannot do anything
to save myself-that I have no power to do right. It is so humbling
to acknowledge that God, by His own sovereign will, makes us His
children. It is a proof of conversion to make this acknowledgment,
for it is a mark we are becoming as "little children."
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And mark, God, as a Sovereign, is just, perfectly just. "Shall not
the Judge of all the earth do right 1" And He makes us His children
in order that we may reflect His glory. Not a single dewdrop-not a
rainbow that spans the earth-but reflects God's power and love. And
oh, if this be so in this poor tarnished world-this broken mirrorhow much more should it be so in man 1
God made man in His own image, but he fell j and now, in the new
creation, Satan's image is wiped out, and God's stereotyped again.
Not a desire after God, not a longing for Jesus, not an aspiration
after heaven or righteousness, but reflects the image of Jesus. This
reflection must be visible, though it is often marred, in the life of the
child of God j but sometimes, especially when the end draws near, and
death approaches, the image of Jesus is reflected very clearly j and as
we watch it, we are taught many precious lessons, and the infidel is
silenced to see Christ's own image stamped on his dying child.
Now, what a ray of glory envelops this and every church where theGospel for long years has been faithfully preached, and, by God the
Holy Spirit, many souls have been called from death into life. How
many now before the throne, and how many, I doubt not, journeying
thither, could start up and say that here, in this church, God was
pleased to call' them "out of darkness into light." This, I think,
ought to be a sufficient reason for supporting this and other churches
of a like character. This, I think, should be a sufficient reason for
you to respond liberally to the appeal made to-day by the churchwardens, to defray a debt for carrying on divine worship here.
Brethren, you have seen others converted, but are you converted
yourselves ~ You have seen the change in some, perhaps, very near and
dear to you, and you have watched as, from year to year, the beauties
of holiness have flushed their character. Ha-s the same change pa-ssed
on you ~ This change must be perceptible. Do you think such a
creation could be unseen 1 If you want to know what the change is,
turn to your Bible, where the line of demarcation is most distinctly
drawn. Oh, do not rest unless you know that you are convertedthat you are "born again"!
I know some-aye! God's own children-have not the assurance,
and yet they might have it. Only bring your poor worldly heart to
God, lay it before Him as Gideon's dry fleece, and pray for theinfluences of God's grace. "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved." "Ask, and ye shall receive j seek, and ye shall
find."
HEAVEN.
THERE Jesus in perfection is ;
There saints and angels chant His praise;
There Father, Spirit, and the Son;
There God in Deity is One.

Hastings.

L. E. L.

DEATH is only the ferry·man to take us over Jordan's stream to tne
heavenly Canaan.-Allen.

The Gospel Magazine.

107

IN MEMORIAM.
A DREAM AND ITS FULFILMENT, WITH LETTERS OF CONSOLA.TION ON THE
DEATH OF HANNAH, WIFE OF J. D. KEELINO, OF MANCHESTER.
To the EditOT of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-The accompanying communication having beert
forwarded to me by Mr. KEELING, who has been long known to us asa valued Christian friend, and a warm supporter of sound Protestant
truth, I ventured to say that I thought you would give it a, place in
your Magazine, to which Mr. KEELING is a subscriber. The dream was
related to me before its fulfilment, and I was very much impressed with
it, believing it to be an intimation of Mrs. KEELING'S departure. Mr.
KEELING writes:After twelve and a half years of suffering, an otherwise happily
married life has been terminated by the death of my wife. She had
given birth to twins on April 26th, 1888, and being in a weak state of
health, the event proved too much for her, and she died on May 28th.
Of her approaching dissolution we now remember we had several
premonitions-perhaps not so clearly recognized at the time, but now,
in review, full of consolation. I had a dream which distressed me
much, three months previous to the more remarkable one alluded to,
later on. It seemed to me a presentiment about my little Gertrude
(our only girl). I shall never forget the peculiar and painful sensation; but several Scriptures were given to me, such as, "Ye believe in
God, believe also in Me"; "Who comforteth us in all our tribulations " ;
"God, that raiseth from the dead." Through these I was comforted,.
and the fear that my little girl would be taken from me passed away.
I named the circumstance to a Christian friend, who was feeling keenly
the sudden loss of a daughter, thinking the Scriptures named would
comfort her. Strange to say, this friend, as I learnt afterwards, was
so impressed that I should be called upon to mourn the loss of my wife~
instead of my little girl, that she purposely avoided replying to my
note, lest she might inadvertently convey her impressions.
Weeks passed away, when, about the sixth before my wife's illness,
she had a very remarkable dream. On the night in question, being
disturbed by a supposed noise, she got up to see the cause of it, but
finding nothing, and falling asleep again, she in a dream thought she
heard the same noise, and on getting up, saw a man with his back tothe window. She sent me to him, and I brought him to her bed·side.
He put out his hand to her, and it was so transparent that she could
see through it. He then quietly turned his face to her, showing the,
most beautiful countenance she had ever seen; then said, "I have twice
visited your house, and the next time I am coming for you." On
hearing these words she burst into tears, when the man immediately
asked, "What! crying to wear a crown 1" and disappeared. My wife
,then awoke, and told me her dream. I now look upon it as a vision
of what was then to be, and is now fulfilled.
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Another circumstance which seemed to give my wife some foreboding
of what was to befall her was, the sight of a white dove, which had
faund its way to the bath-room window, and on her entrance, she saw
that its two piercing eyes were fixed upon her. She seemed to receive
these things as intimations' that she should not recover from this confinement. The dream seems especially to illustrate such a passage as
we find in Job xxxiii. 15, 16, proving the existence of a world to
come, and the interest of the inhabitants of the better land in the
heirs of glory here, and reminding one of TOPLADy's lines" Angels elect are sent down
To guard the elect of mankind."

My wife believed that to be a true Protestant was to have the
r.eligion of Jesus Christ and the Bible.
She believed in divine
sovereignty, and liked such preaching as that of the late Mr. TAYLOR,
of Rochdale Road. She was not very talkative, but she read her Bible
and other good books, and taught her children to do the ·same. She
a1so laboured after purity in word and deed, and was so exemplary a
wife and mother that she sacrificed herself for her husband and chil·dren, and in her social character and aSiilociations, the entire absence
of a mean selfishness was a chief feature.
She has left me with seven children to mourn her loss. For my
comfort, the accompanying letters have been sent to me by valued
Christian friends; and in the hope that they may yield the same con~olation to others in similar circumstances, they are selected out of a
great number received at the time:LETIERS OF CONSOLATIO-.
My DEAR FRIEND,-In this heavy stroke I deeply sympathize with
JOu. It may be hard to realize that our loving Father has measured
the depths with a plummet, and only given what you can bear; but it
is He who is all-wise who has thus allowed you to be bowed down.
May He comfort you! When He comes, He will reveal His own will,
and the "why " revealed will justify the bitter cup you are now
called upon to drink. Yours is no light affiiction. Hers is a blessed
change to the reality of His presence. You do not sorrow as one
without hope. Thank God you know her Redeemer; and though He
slay, you can trust Him.
Dear friend, the time' is short. One more jewel in the Saviour's
a.rms for you to look upon as your treasure there. Surely He who
has done so much for you in the past, will not forsake you in this
dark hour-nay, He will be nearer and dearer. God grant iG, and every
comfort and blessing in Christ Jesus, for His own sake, is the prayer ot
Your sympathizing brother in Him,
J. R. B.
My VERY DEAR FRIEND AND CHRISTIAN BROTHER,-I was greatly
grieved on receipt of your letter, bringing the news of the death of
your dear wife. Only last week I called twice, and was assured that
311 was going on well. I do sympathize with you. May the God of all
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comforl be with you in your sorrow. He alone can make such trials
blessed; and He, I am sure, will do so to you. We know not now,
but shall know hereafter that all was for our good. So let us, with
His servant Job, in confidence, repeat, "Yea, though He slay me, yet
will I trust in Him."
Then, again, dear friend, is she not another treasure where your
heart is already ~ The parting is but for a moment, and to be with
Him who gave,His life a ransom for us is a blessed state, from which
I am sure you would not wish to recall even one so dear, and so
necessary to your earthly happiness. Yes, the Lord is making up His
jewels, and very soon it will be our turn to receive the "Well done"
of His grace. Let us then continue to look forward, and not backward
-to heaven, and not to earth, for there is our consolation.
My dea.r wife desires me to say how much she feels for you, and
begs you will accept of her deepest sympathy, in which I truly join,
Your true and sympathizing friend,
and believe me,

T. S.
My DEAR MR. KEELING,-The Lord help, bless, and comfort you in
this your hour of sorrow; make good His precious promises to suit
that need, and fill up all that void which His own hand has made in
your heart and home, even for that very purpose. I only heard last
night that the Lord had taken dear Mrs. KEELING. I had been
thinking of each of you for a day or two previously, and should have
written to express my solicitude, but was hindered. It would seem as
if there were still intimations and warnings from the world above; and
when I remember your telling me of a dream which impressed yOIl
a while ago, and then again hearing of the one Mrs. KEELING had, I
see it all now realized, as indeed I did by anticipation, when I heard
it related; so it is still true that "in dreams and visions of the
night" instruction may be sealed home upon us. I don't know how
your poor heart may be feeling; and, in the absence of further information of dear Mrs. KEELING than when I last called, I can only hope
that the Lord has been gracious to you in the way and manner of
her removal, and that, however or whenever the heart sobs out its
murmurings, the "still, small voice" of the Spirit, "the Comforter,"
may be heard hushing it to rest in the will of the Lord.
May the peace of Christ be given to y'ou very especially; and commending you and yours to the mercy of Him who has called Himself
both Father and Mother, believe me,
Very sincerely yours in Ohrist,

E. S.
"Who are these that are arrayed in white robes, and whence come
they ~ These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb."
And so, my dear Miss S--, your sister's dream has been realized;
and though you may feel the parting very much, yet we may ask ourselves the question she was asked in her dream-Shall we weep for
those called to wear a crown 1 Ah! our poor stricken hearts will for
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a time, though we know we need not; but we need to get more
and more assured that "to be with Christ is far better " than to be
here, so as to lessen the pain of parting with those whom we know
are gone to that better land. I was so much impressed with your
relation of your sister's dream, that I think I shall never forget it;
:and at the time, I received it as an intimation of this present result.
May the blessed Spirit, who is "the Comforter," lead you to think of
the great blessedness of those who are in Christ now, as well as of
those who have departed in the faith of Him as their Saviour-their
-only passport into" everlasting life "-and may this quicken and renew
your own desires after more assurance that you are one of the redeemed, who have eternal life given now, as an earnest of the same
ihereafter.
Praying that all comfort, grace, and help for each, with all care for
the dear children, may be given, believe me,
Yours very sincerely,
E. S.
GREETINGS FROM AFAR.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-It appears to me the time has come when
those who are "contending earnestly for the faith once delivered to the
saints" should unite their testimonies, and encourage each other to faithfulness and perseverance in the old paths.
That Mr. SPURGEON has left the Baptist Union is an indication that
the Baptists of England have drifted away from their own doctrines,
-as held in the past. I have had an opportunity from childhood of
seeing the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and from time to time, in looking over its
paO'es, have been afraid that it was Antincmian in its teaching.*' It
b.a~ now been several years since I saw it, and, in looking oyer its
pages, I am greatly relieved by observing that you oppose Antinomianism as well as Arminianism.
Now, I want to shake hands with you-not, of course, to endorse
your way of stating truth in every particular, but I want to extend
mv hand across the Atlantic to rejoice -with you in the faithfulness
ari'd unchanging love of our covenant-keeping God, who has led me
through seas of great tribulation, to bring me to a fuller understanding
-of your experience in divine things.
I have no desire to club anyone with the doctrine of God's eternal
love towards His own people, but I cannot throwaway my food, my
strength, my joy, my life, my all, because others despise it. If I
helieved God ever lost one of His children, my hope of eternal salvation would be gone for ever; but, blessed be His holy name, He never
will. How blessed the thought that He never changes! "As it was
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end."
Yours in the bond of Ohristian fellowship,
j
NeVJ Brunswi.ck, Canada:
A. ESTABROOKS.
.. We should indeed be sorry were there real ground for such a &uspicion. We
hope that our uuiform testimony has ,been the necessity for fruit, as an evidence
of true spiritual life.-ED.

-"
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COMMUNINGS BY THE WAY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR BROTHER,-I never intended to trouble you with any
more from my pen, nor should I now, but to exalt the power of God.
You call it "communing," and an iucident connected with my letter
<induces me to commune again. I know you do not "despise the day
~f small things."
We have had Mr. EDDISON, of Rochdale, supplying a few times of
late, and his ministry was blessed to my soul, so I felt I must write
.and acknowledge it. I found Satan very troublesome while I was
doing it, and when I came to the finish, he set on me so powerfully
-with this suggestion-" However I could think to take upon myself to
write. No doubt your letters are cast into the fire, so you had better
·destroy it yourself." I trembled, and seemed to fall under the accusa,tion, when I appealed to God about the matter, and He strengthened.
me, and enabled me to withstand my accuser thus-" What I wrote to
Dr. DOUDNEY was true as in the sight of God, and what I have
written to ·Mr. EDDIsoN is the same. I will send it, even though he
'Commits it to the flames too," for I could not then say you had not
done so, it being four months since I wrote.
The next day, my daughter took it to post, and called at a friend's
house; and on her return she said, "I have got the September Maga;zine, and ,your letter is iu it." Oh, it seemed too good to be .true! I
-seemed quite overcome at the goodness of God; and when I could
feel collected, I said, "Now, Satan, with all your suggestions, faith did
,triumph, and I have once more proved you to be what you ever have
'been-an enemy to God, His truth, and His people."
What a mercy to possess the faith of God's elect! It will triumph
in life, it will triumph in death, and it will enable the recipients of it
to triumph when the world is in a blaze. Oh, that I could bless and
praise the Giver more, and live more like one who does possess it!
"The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak."
The Lord has been pleased to lay me aside from everything but
,this; and, though I may do it very imperfectly, it is a privilege and
it is a pleasure thus to commune; and, if my dear Redeemer shall be
pleased to pay me a visit, and favour me to commune with Himself as
in years that are past" I feel persuaded that would not check my pen,
nor stop my tongue, but I must wait His time.
If the Lord spares me through the winter, I expect I shall have to
spend most of my Sabbaths at home alone. I shall often think of you.
I hope I may not repine, but that the blessed Spirit may bring to my
'remembrance these things-that the Lord has been pleased to grant me
every comfort for my poor body; that I have got the great things
God has done for me so many years to meditate upon; and I have got
,everlasting happiness in prospect; and I can look abroad and' see many
~f my fellow-creatures, stooping beneath the infirmities of age, who do
not possess any of these blessings. May the Lord make me grateful for
them, and may I be encouraged thereby to wait patiently, and bear
<:heerfully my Lord and Ma'lter's will c'lncerning the little future, which
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I must_confess, with you, I never was more in the dark about. I
think God permits it to bring faith into exercise.
Now, may the Lord bless you, and continue to make you a blessing
to His dear people, is the prayer of
Yours in the bonds of the Gospel,
Wallingfryrd.
MARY CROOK.
ANSWER.

By reference to the September Number, we see we were mistaken,
in thinking we were addressing a brot,her, rather than a sister, in the
Lord. "\Vith respect to the exercises about writing, she may be assured
it is nothing new, neither is it rare in the experience of the Lord's dear
children. Many would be surprised, did they know what we personally
have to encounter, upon the same footing. Oftentimes, as we write,
it is worry-worry-worry-upon the part of the great adversary. He
suggests, at the very moment of writing, "You ought to be here or
there-doing this or that-attending to this duty or that claim." In
fact, th~re is scarcely an inch of ground he does not dispute with us.
We are thankful, however, when able to persevere, in spite of all the
enemy's suggestions and numberless insinuations. Of this we are certain,
that Satan's great aim is, to shut the mouths of the Lord's exercised
ones, lest, by the opening of the lips, they should expose his crafty
designs and wily stratagems, and thus break the snare in the minds
of others, as to their cases being strange, and unlike those of Zion's
pilgrims.
It was only yesterday, a dear, tried friend of nearly thirty years'
standing, that has long passed his three-score and ten, called upon us,
and said he was sometimes tempted to write, but prevented from the
fear that his letter would appear in the Magazine. Now, this is where
the enemy gains the advantage. This is how he robs the tried and
the tempted ones of the household of faith. In all human probability,
what he might be led to write would prove helpful to other poor
similarly tried and tempted ones. For example, in the course of the
short interview of yesterday, he told us of temptations and exercises
with which he, in his old age and declining years, is assailed, that
exactly agreed with what we personally are called to encounter. Hence,
this comparison of notes proved to be strengthening and comforting,
especially where there is the knowledge that the tempted brother or
the tried sister has, in times past, been marvellously sustained under
the deepest and most sorrowful affiictions and distressing bereavements,
as well as other severe tests of faith. This was specially the case with
the brother of whom we now speak. Hence his short visit has been
most helpful to ourselves, especially under existing circumstances. At
the present time, we are personally called to pass through quite new
and seemingly strange experiences. Shut up and shut out from the
ministry, it naturally places us in a position with Israel of old, who
were said, upon one memorable occasion, "not to have passed this way
heretofore." We cannot see our way before us-no, not a hand's·
breadth ! We know not the Lord's mind, nor have we the slightest
conception of what may be His loving and gracious purpose concerning the future. Hence the absolute and indispensable need of faith.;
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and tha~ faith He alone can give and nourish, "strengthen and sustain.
We are paupers upon His bounty-momentary dependents upon His
goodness-and ceaseless objects of His grace and mercy. vVe are compelled more than ever to exclaim, "Unclean! unclean!" and to cry,
day and night, and night and day, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner!"
" Enter not into judgment with Thy servant, 0 Lord, for in Thy sight
shall no man living be justified."
Now, if asked, "Why all this ~ Why these cries and groanspleadings and entreaties ~ Do you doubt the work of grace ~ " " No;
by no means," is our answer. On the contrary, never were we more
convinced or thoroughly at a point upon this all-important matter, nor
could we ever more ardently and more unreservedly testify to the Lord
of what He has been and what He has done. The way He has led, and
the gracious manner in which He has fed, is continuously brought
before Him, accompanied with the ceaseless reminder, "And Thou saidst,
I will surely do thee good."
"Then," it may be asked, "whence the doubts ~ vVhy the fears ~ Is
He not faithful ~ Can He change ~ Will He not be true to His word ~"
Assuredly! All this we readily admit. The ground, then, of our
anguish-the C"lUse of our grief-the source of our sorrow-is our basen.ess, ingratitude, and unbelief, aft"r all that the Lord has been and
all He has done up to the verge of four-score years. It is with self we
find fault-not with Him. Oh, no; a thousand and a thousand times
110 !
As already intimated, continually do we say to ourselves, could
we, forty, fifty, sixty years ago, have foreseen our present exact position,
with all its varied exercises, temptations, and trials, we should have
called ourselves, as well we dv, one of the basest, blackest, vilest of
the human race, for having, under such circumstances, called in question,
even for one moment, the continued mercy, goodness, love, and compassion of such a God. VlT e repeat that, under such circumstances, and
to have been brought thus far onward and homeward, and doubt the
fulfilment of His promise, the accomplishment of His work, the full and
final completion of His salvation on our behalf, we should have prouounced
a sin of the very deepest hue, an ingratitude of the very basest character, a distrust of the very vilest description. Moreover, to be brought
within a few paces of the glorious inheritance, the thinnest veil hiding
the face-to-face view of Him whom, sixty-two years ago, we so longed
to behold in open vision, and whom we so panted to embrace; the
wildernes~, with all its cares-its snfferings-its sorrows and perplexities
-all hut passed through, and only the narrow streamlet of the Jordan
to be crossed, in order to enter eternally upon the goodly land; and
yet, in these very circumstances, lingering and loitering, trem bling and
fearing, clinging to the creature, engrossed with the petty hopes of
the time-state! Alas! alas! that such should be the case!
Well, we can only sum up all, as we contemplate the God of all
grace, His marvellous doings, and His matchless mercy, in the
language of Dr. W ATTS" A.nd are we, wretches, yet alive ~
And do we still rebel ~
'Tis boundless, 'Ii. amazing love
That bears us up from hell.

" See how we grovel here below,
Fond of these trifling toys;
Our soul. can neither fly nor grl
To reach eternal jOJs."
I
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" Groyel! grovel!" Ah! that's the word! It is "grovelling"
indeed--the which humbles us in the very dust before God! It just
reminds us of what we witnessed, many years ago, in London. Passing
Goldsmiths' Hall, we saw some boys raking in the filthy gutter outside.
Thought we, "That, alas! is just what we ourselves are so often found
doing! These boys are searching after some worthless trifle, whilst in
the building hard by there is property to the tune of millions sterling j
and here am I, in like manner, absorbed in seeking after what is
of no value compared with 'the inheritance which is incorruptible-,
undefiled, and that fadeth not away.' Only there is this vast differencebetween these boys and me. They have no right whatever to the wealth
within this Goldsmiths' Hall; but, blessed be God, I have, by gracedivine, a claim as a citizen to that glorious heritage beyond this world
and all its trivial, fading, dying objects and attainments."
vVe may add, however, that, as far as memory serves, we never saw
the richness, the fulness, the freeness of divine goodness, love, and:
mercy, as we see it now. His patience, His forbearance, His longsuffering, His faithfulness, His all-sufficiency, stand out with a prominence and a blessedness that seem to exceed all we ever saw 01'
thought of before. Although in perfect ignorance of what may be the
Lord's mind, in regard to our little future, nevertheless we never had
greater confidence in His unerring wisdom, His boundless love, His
omnipotent power. The longer we live, and the little that is added
to our knowledge, already so limited and contracted, only tends to
enhance our belief and strengthen our confidence in the unsullied
purity, the spotless righteousness, the marvellous mercy. the astounding
forbearance, the amazing long-suffering, and the glorious majesty of the
omnipotent, all-wise, ever-adorable J ehovah, :Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Hence, in all the fulness of one's heart, we can adopt the
language of the Apostle, "Oh, the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments,
and His ways past finding out!"
Till: EDITOR.

ALL-SUFFICIENT GRACE AND STRENGTH.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-This time I find myself constrained to
send you a few lines, which were composed by my dearly-beloved,
affiicted friend and sister, RUTH LINDSAY, just before undergoing a
most painful and dangerous operation. The doctors said she could not
live if the operation was not performed, though her flesh naturally
shrank from it; and she could not consent to be taken to the Cottage
Hospital, but was compelled to go to Trowbridge, as she would require
skilful nursing, &c. But the Spirit of the Lord, in His constant mercy,
faithfulness, and truth, appeared for her, and again removed all her
doubts and fears, lifted up His standard against the enemy when he
came in like a flood, and spoke home to her heart these precious
words-" Oh, thou affiicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted,
behold," &c.
I feared lest she might be taken before I could see her again, so I
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made an effort, and was more than thankful to be able to go down to
see her. Truly it was good to be with her, even amidst all her extreme weakness and pain. Mr. VARDER, from Yeovil, happened to
call in to see her while I was there, and truly it was good to listen
to that dear man of God, as he spoke of the marvellous blessedness
and loving-kindness of the God whom he Eerves.
He (Mr. YARDER)
spoke good of His name who hath done, is doing, and will do, all
things well; and if we cannot always realize it at the present, we must
and shall in the "afterwards."
But, dear sir, I must not weary you with my scribbles, only, as I
have been for weeks past so anxious to see the verses in print ever
!lince I had the original, I have been wishing to send you a copy, till
now I am really constrained so to do, with the earnest hope and sincere desire that you may be so led and directed as to find space for
them in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, which is one of my monthly blessings.
Dear sir, I have been so deeply interested in the brief outline of
Mrs. FILE'S (late Mrs. COORE) histo:y and travels, being such wonderful
adventures. What great things the Lord wrought for her, and brought
her through.
The Lord bless you indeed abundantly. I desire to remain, yours
most respectfully and gratefully "in spirit and III truth,"
REBECCA WHITE.
Wbrton, Devizes, December 12th, 1888.

The following are the lines above alluded tJ, which were composed
in November, 1888THOU knowest my affliction, Lord;
Do Thou, in mercy, speak a word;
Oh, teach me all Thy will to do,
And give me sweet submission,

too.

Dear Lord, do bless me with Thy
smile!
And shouldst Thou spare me yet
awhile,
In every pain, oh, may I prove
That all is sent by Thee in love!
Thy mercies all these many years
Have far exceeded all my fears;
Oh, let. me still Thy goodness
prove,
Till I shall see Thy face above!
Thou knowest, Lord, my anxious
care;
Oh, do Thou now for me appear!
Hasten the time when Thou wilt
come
And take me to my heavenly home.

Yet give me patience, dearest Lord,
Until Thou speak these precious
words" For thee My own heart's blood was
shed;
Thou now shalt reign with Christ
thy Head."
Do Thou, while in this vale of tea,rs,
Rid me of all my doubts and fears;
On Thee I cast my every care,
For Thou !last heard and answered
prayer.
Thou knowest this time what I need;
Do Thou enable me to plead
For grace, and love, and wisdom too,
To guide, and guard, and bring me
through.
Dear Lord, Thou knowest my needs
are great;
Do Thou in mercy undertake;
Oh, cheer my fainting heart, and say,
" Strength shall be equal to thy da,y."

[The foregoing is the case referred to on the cover of our last Number.
LINDSAY had previously undergone no less than thirteen opera-

RUTH
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tions, which ultimately resulted in the entire loss of both her legs.
Truly, she is a living and most practical witness of the power and allsufficiency of our God. How well may those of us who have our little
ailments reproach ourselves for the very semblance of fault-finding, when
we contrast our condition with such a state as that to which poor
RUTH LINDSAY is reduced! Such examples as hers cause us to blush
before the Lord, and beg Him to pity and to pardon our manifold dayby-day sins and shortcomings. How fervently and frequently is the cry
presented at the footstool of mercy, "Deal not with us after our sins,
nor reward us according to our iniquities."-ED.]

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I trust the following letters, which have all
come to hand lately, will have the effect of stirring up fresh help and
sympathy in this good work. We are constantly having fresh applications for Gospel reading. Truly"'Tis sweet to work for Jesus
In this life's little day;
To spread around the 'joyful sound,'
As those forgiven may;
To tell His loving-kindness,
His promises so true;
To urge the young that they may come
And trust this Saviour too."
.
EXTRACTS FRO)! LETTERS.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,--Please accept our sincere thanks for the large
box of Gospel reading kindly sent, which is safely to hand. Your Gospel
tracts and books are always acceptable. They are so Scriptural and full
of unction. Many are the applications I have for more from those who
have received them from me in the past. Amongst all we distribute,
none are more highly prized than the books by Dr. DOUDKEY you
so kindly send us from time to time. 'vValks and Talks with Jesus'
have cheered many a sick bed; and one dear brother, working in the
East India Docks, keeps two copies in constant circulation, lending them
first to one, then to another, as they are returned to him. The little
booklets are very precious, and have been used of God in several
instances.
"The larger books I have used for the sailors' library, and a copy of
each of the 'Retracings and Renewings,' &c., are read with interest
and profit by our voluntary workers and tract distributors. How sweet
to a believer is the story of God's dealings with His servants! May
we continue to wait on Him, and renew our strength.
".With kindest regards,
"Yours faithfully,

"---."

FRO]\'[ A LIGHTHOUSE.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDRR,-I received a beautiful packet of books from
you this day. We find your books and tracts are the sound Gospel
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'truth as it is in Jesus,' and we like them very much.
of my thanks for your great kindness."
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Please accept

FROM ANOTHER AGENT.
"Many, many thanks for parcel, especially the excellent writings of
Dr. DOUDNEY, and New Year's Motto. Wish I could have a few more
of the latter, and some old matter."
FROM ONE WHO WORKS AMONG SOLDIERS AND SAILORS.
"DEA.R MRS. BRIDER,-Many thanks for the monthly parcel of books
and tracts for our sailors and soldiers. 'vVe are much indebted to you
for the undaunted effort to sow t,he good seed, and supply to them
literature that cannot fail to bring forth fruit in due time. The Lord
bless and keep you, is the prayer of
"Your humble servant,

"---."
FRO:U A SOLDIERS' 1<'RIE)/D AT QUEENSTOWN.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-I would have written ere this, but the dear
Lord saw fit to by me by ill for these past few months. I am very
thankful for the books you sent. I must say they are very acceptable
and appropriate for the army, as I take the greatest interest in spreading the blessed news amongst the dear fellows."
FROM AN OLD SAILOR AT MALTA.
"My DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-Your kind letter of the 12th inst., also
two parcels (weighing 6 Ibs. each), which you kindly sent for distribution, arrived safely. 'vVe are very pleased to hear from you, and I know
the sailors and soldiers will be very pleased with the nice books, especially ''vValks and Talks with Jesus,' 'Looks To and From Jesus,'
'Sympathy,' 'Something Secret,' 'Mornings with Jesus,' 'Golden Truths
and Grace Triumphs,' and tracts enclosed in the parcels. It is a real
pleasure now to see with what heartfelt gratitude the men receive good
reading.
" How it would have rejoiced the heart of my dear old friend, your dear
departed husband, could he have seen the great change for the better
in Malta of the men of both services! We know how hard he laboured
in that island to bring p00r sinners to the knowledge of a risen
Saviour. No doubt his prayers have been wonderfully answered, and
it is one comfort to know that he is now reaping the reward-the
fruit of his labour. We were very pleased to receive the photograph of
your late beloved husband. It does seem mysterious to me that he should
be taken away in his prime, who was doing so much for the Master,
while I am spared, that can do so little. But" God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform;
He plants His footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm.
"And I suppose it will all be made plain by-and-bye.
"I have often thought of the pleasant day we spent together when
we went to Stonehenge, and also of the Sunday we walked to the
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little village of Wishford, where we had service in a barn. I can picture
to myself now how the barn was filled with people, and some that
could not get in standing at the door, I can see the tears trickling
down many of their cheeks; and well do I remember the old gentleman
coming up to the reading-desk, at the close of the service, with tears
in his eyes, and handing dear Mr. BRIDER a thank-offering, saying he
had come over forty miles to hear him, and had been well rewarded for
his journey; and I well remember how the farmer and his wife who
owned the barn, thanked dear Mr. BRIDER for coming out to preach
to them. It does not seem to be more than thirteen years that this
occurred, but such is the fact. It occurred in the summer of 1875."
FRO~{ A CORPORAL.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-Many thanks for the parcel received. The
Christmas Number of the 'Home' is most interesting.
One of the
young converts is deeply interested in 'Looks To and From Jesus.' I
like the Motto for 1889, and shall hang it up above my bed as soon as
I return from home, where I expect (D.V.) to go on Friday next, to
spend Christmas with my dear mother. The GOSPEL MAGAZINE contains such sound Gospel reading and soul-reviving articles."

FRO],I A SAILORS' FRIEND.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-I must heartily thank you for your great
kindness to me in the past year. Dr. DOUDNEY'S books, 'Walks and
Talks with Jesus,' 'Looks To and From Jesus,' 'Mornings and Evenings with Jesus,' and your little 'Home,' I believa have been a great
blessing to many, both ashore and afloat. One old lady, a few days
ago, told me that she had read the ' Walks and Talks with Jesus'
which I had given her through three times. I feel quite sure she
would not have read it through once, if she did not like it. It tells
me that God had given her a liking for it, or the poor old lady would
not have read it, as she said, three times. This one testimony in itself
is enough to cheer us up, and to go on labouring in the field with
greater zeal for God and the work, giving, at the same time, all the
praise, honour, and glory to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit."
FROM JAPAN.
"DEAR FRIEND,-,Ye shall be very glad to receive the monthly
parcel, and we shall take pleasure in distributing the same."
FROM A SIGNALMAN.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-We received the parcel of books, and your
very kind letter; and how shall we thank you for thinking of us here
in this isolated place 1 I must also thank you very much for Dr.
DOUDNEY'S 'Sympathy' and '::Something Secret,' and Mr. COWELL'S
'Golden Truths and Grace Triumphs.' I had been hoping that I might
receive them some time through the Mission."
FR01l1 AN OLD SOLDIER.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-Excuse me for being so long in thanking you
for the nice parcel of books and tractll you sent me last month, and I
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specially desire to thank you for Dr. DOUDNEY'S book, 'Sympathy,'
which is very nice and helpful, just like all his works. I am very
:pleased to see by the Report that the Mission is holding its own. It is
surely much needed, and is doing a good work; and may the dear
Lord use it more and more this year and the years to come, and give
you all needed help and strength, as I am sure you very much need it.
Make it the practice of going much to the dear Lord in prayer. He
.alone can comfort, help, and strengthen, and bring you and yours safely
<through all. Your trials, I am sure, are very hard with the Mission,
-besides your family to care for, but God is able to make all things
..abound towards you. My text to you for the year is Deuteronomy
xxxiii. 25."
Dear Dr. DOUDNEY, I have pleasure in sending you £5 from the
fund of the Book Mission, and will you kindly send me that amount
.in "Walks and Talks," "Looks To and From Jesus," and booklet
.packets 7
I am, yours in the bonds of the glorious and everlasting Gospel of
-our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
A. E. BRIDER.
Old Gaol Mission Hall, SalisbU1'y, January, 1889.
COll1MENTS.
It is due to our God that we should testify to the cheering effects
",uch testimonies as the foregoing have upon us, the more especially in
our present position. We feel far, far more than we can express, iu
being deprived both of speaking and heariny. The deafness under which
we have laboured had, in some small measurE', been removed j but this
has again returned, so that now we cannot hear a word in any public
.assembly, and yet we recoil at the idea of abstaining from the house of
-God. 'Ve love to meet among His dear people, and, at any rate, to
<unite in their songs of praise. Our night-sE'asons are times of intense
soul-wrestling. We have to plead ardently with the Lord that He
would commune with us. "Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth," is
{lUr so common cry in the wakefulness of the night. As we have elsewhere stated, we cannot be satisfied with union merely; we want
.{;ommunion. To know is very blessed, but to feel is additionally so.
Acceptance is one thing, access quite another. }iow, it is the latter we
want to realize yet more and more. It is the walking and talking with
.Jesus we earnestly and ardently covet. How fervently, for example,
during the wakefulness of the past night, has been the repeating before
.the Lord the memorable lines of Dr. WATTS"My God, my Liie, my Love,
To Thee, to Thee, I call j
I cannot live if Thou remove,
For Thou art All in all.
"Thy smiling face can cheer
This dungeon where I dwell j
'Tis paradise ii Thou art here;
If Thou depart 'tis hell."
These and kindred verses were rehearsed at His footstool, together
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with entreaties that He would whisper some of His sweet love-word:.
and renewed assurances into the heart.
The observant reader will, therefore, the more readily judge how
acceptable such testimonies as the foregoing are, under the circumstances. They did cheer with the hope, and degree of assurance, that
the Lord had responded to our so constant midnight cry, "Cast mennt off in the time of old age; forsake me not when my strength
faileth." "Now also when I am old and grey-headed, 0 God, forsakeme not; until I have showed Thy strength unto this w'neration, ana
Thy power to everyone that is to come" (Psa. lxxi. 18). Oh, how
constantly is this our plea in the wakefulness of the night! Yet wefeel what a debt of gratitude we owe to the Lord in that we are not
the subject of bodily pain and anguish, as so many even of His dear
people are. We rose with this feeling this morning; and then, when
we opened the foregoing letter, we felt that we had other and additional grounds for gratitude befure the Lord.
vVe dwell, moreover, upon these facts, inasmuch as, in these days of
scepticism, infidelity, cavilling, and rebuke, we are content to be used.
of the Lord as a practical witness that the covenant truths in which
we delight, and which, under God, are the basis of our faith and the
foundation of our hope, do not, when rightly rl'ceived, lead to that
recklessness of walk aud that indifference as to life and conversation
with which some libel the doctrines of gracp.. "\Ve deny that such is
the case, if, we repeat, they are received into the lwaTt, broken and.
mellowed by grace, and not merely entertained in the head, as simply
a creed and belief. '\r e repeat. that, when these precious coyenan t
verit.ies are practically known and perwnally felt., they are intimately
and indissolubly connected with an earnest seeking to have" fellowshipwith the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ." There is the heartfelt
response to the bride of old, "Tell me, 0 Thou whom my soulloveth,
where Thou feed est, where Thou makest. Thy flock to rest at noon: for
why should I be as one that turneth aside by the flocks of Thy companions 1" (SoL's Song i. 7.)
Since the foregoing was written, we have met with a letter writt~n,
by the late Mr. BRIDER, from H.M.S. Hibemia, Malta. It appears III
the life of DUN CAN MATHEsoN, and is quoted from the Christian of
September 15th, 1870. In his letter, our departed friend and brother
speaks of his having distributed a number of tracts, books, and "New
Year's Gifts," and states that "one of the crew of the BellepheJ'on owes
his direct conversion to the reading of "A New Year's Gift.," and adds,.
"that day will declare all the good done." He says, furt.her, "I ought t()
mention that, after W-- received the blessing himself, he sent the
little messenger home to his aged mother and friends, there to be a,
further blessing, we trust." Mr. BRIDER addp, "I shall be very happy
to receive another similar bundle of tracts, &c., ere this year closes, and
we will look forward with increasing joy for a greater blessing on them,
and to that. happy hour when sower and reaper shall rejoice together
in our home abuve."
, If our departed friend wrote thus at the beginning of his work"

"

The Gospel .Magazine.

121

what shall we say as we contemplate all that he was afterwards enabled
to accomplish in connection with the Mission he established, and was
privileged to carry on for so many years, before the Lord was pleased
to call him to his rest, and to the home where, as he says, "sower and
reaper shall rejoice together" 1
.
Oh, reader, how well may it stimulate us to endeavour to do what
we can, when we can, and while we can, for soon-and how soon 1"the night cometh when no man can work."
THE EDITOR.
DIVINE UNION.
To the "Wayside Notes" Writer.
My DEAR BROTHER in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Ohrista spiritual kingdom, a holy nation, a peculiar people, in divine union
from all eternity, it being a heavenly kingdom j consequently, the very
first requisite for entranr;e into it is to be "born again."
The dear
Saviour told this very plainly and solemnly to Nicodemm, and the
importance of this will be brought home to the conscience of every
subject, in the Lord's own time. This kingdom is distinguished from
all others by this great law-that every subject is to be as the King
Himself. We are not only to be with Him, but to be like Him.
What this means, we at present know not. vVe are waiting for this
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our bodies by Him "who shall
change our poor weak bodies, that they may be fashioned like to His
glorious body, according to that mighty power whereby He is able to
subdue all things to Himself." Does it not seem too good to be
true 1 And yet nothing short of this will satisfy our God, or satisfy
His people j and He says, "My people shall be satisfied with My
goodness."
I see by the cover of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE that you are purposing
to send forth more of your writings. I have much pleasure in enclosing
my mite, and shall hail with delight the contemplated publication of
the triumphs of grace. "Sovereign grace o'er sin abounding."
I very much enjoyed reading "\Yayside Notes" yesterday-" The
Knowledge of Him that is True." I know I am "complete in Him."
He is precious to me, yet all my praise and all my &ctions fall 80'
short of what He deserves at my hands. "In Me is thy fruit found."
This came very blessedly to me some time since, and seemed toestablish me yet more in these gracious truths.
"Quickened by Thee, and kept alive,
I'd flourish and bear fruit;
My life I'd from Thy sap derive,
My vigour from Thy root.
"Each moment watered by Thy care,
And fenced with power divine,
Fruit to eternal life would bear,
The feeblest branch of Thine."
My dear brother, if learning and books were needed, and much study
and great discernment were necessary, what must the poor and simple
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do ~ Yet for them especially is the Gospel designed, and few, but such
as these, attain the knowledge of it.
Your allusion to the union betwixt Christ and His people is indeed
a sweet theme-a union that never can be dissolved.
"Its bonds shall never break,
Though earth's old columns bow;
The strong, the tempted, and the weak
Are one with Jesus now."
Oh, what a mercy to savingly believe in Christ! That hymn in
591, so well expresses it. It commences thus-

GADSBY'S,

"How blest is the man who in Jesus believes,
And on Him can cast all his cares!
A righteousness full and complete he receives,
That hides all his guilt, sin, and fears."
As you rightly say, the truths of God never alter; and that the
{!ersonal knowledge of "Him that is true " is essential to salvation. It
is indeed, my dear brother, and for our comfort too. There is no religion
without fellowship with Jesus, our Elder Brother now, and will be our
Brother in glory. "Divine relationship."
How necessary is it to contend, as you do, for the work of the Spirit!
There can be no saving knowledge without the Spirit's teaching. May
all your writings be "saturated" with the Spirit's work. He is the
Author of all true religion.
Your New Year's card tuned my heart to praise Him, and brought
His promises to my recollection. "Resting on His promise." " In hop A
of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised before the world
began." This was, very many years since, blessed to me. I have never
lost the saVOUr of it, and I always add TOPL.A.DY'S lines"Enough, my gracious Lord!
Let faith triumphant cry;
My heart can on this promise li1-e,
Can on this promise die."
I have often thought I should like this on my tombstone. Then,
"Relying on His power." He is "able to save to the uttermost."
What is God's "uttermost" 1
"Are thy sins beyond recounting,
Like the sand the ocean laves?
Jesus is of life the fountain;
He unto the utmost saves."
"Realizing His love "-" I have loved thee with an everlasting love,
therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee."
"His love no end nor measure knows;
No change can turn its course;
Immutably the same it flows
From one eternal Source."
Yes, "one eternal Source.' "Love divine, all love excelling," &c.
joicing in His salvation." "Salvation is of the Lord."

" Re~

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

123

"For such to hear and know
Salvation is of God;
That Jesus will bestow
The riches of His love
On sinners, who have nought to bring,
Will make their very souls to sing."
I am afraid, my dear brother, I shall weary you, so will conclude,
wishing you and all who are near and dear to you every blessing in
the New Year that may be good for you and for His glory, relying on
His gracious promise, "As thy days, so shall thy strength be."
This weather does not suit me. I am a prisoner, and find it difficult
at times to breathe. All is for the best. I am a daily beggar at His
throne, and a pensioner upon His bounty, ever learning the lesson,
"Without Me ye can do nothing."
With our united Christian love and kind regards, I remain,
Yours affectionately in Him,
GEORGE A. NORTHovER.

CONFLICT AND COMFORT.
To the Editm' of Zion's Witness.
My DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER,-I have intended for some time
past to write to you, but have been hindered of late from one cause
or another.
What, however, has been uppermost on my mind is, the congratulating
you upon the continued privilege you realize of ministering the Word.
Wh,tever the exercises it may entail, and however you may at times
mentally suffer in connection with the burden of the Word of the Lord,
I am a living witness, after a more than forty years' experience of
the fact, that being deprived of the sweet privilege of speaking in the
dear Master's name is a far greater trial than the weight and responsibility inseparable from that most sacred and most blessed of all
human engagements. Of this I am certain, that nothing can vie with
it. All other services fall into the shade when contrasted with that
divine and supernatural commission, "Go, speak My words unto them,
whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear."
I have been now silenced, as far as speaking publicly in the name
of the Lord is concerned, nine months; and in spite of the fact that I
have still my editorial and other literary work to employ me, yet the
acuteness of the deprivation of preaching, I can find no words to describe.
If I absent myself from the sanctuary, although engaged in writing, I
cannot be content. Now, through deafness, I am unable to hear a word,
yet I do love to unite in singing His praise. I love to join the Lord's
people in this part of the service of His house, especially if some of
the good old tunes be used which have been long identified with the
sweet songs of Zion. They so help" to bring to remembrance." And
this has been very much the state of things with me during the last
nine months, in this my native town. In how many ways have I
been reminded of the" God of Bethel"! Certain spots and former
associations have, instrumentally, acted as such· reminders 'of .His
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marvellous goodness and His astounding mercy towards me for now wellnigh seventy-eight years. For example, this forenoon I gazed upon the
house (since altered) where, as a youth of nine or ten years of age, I
first saw a printing press in operation. How little did I then imagine
that, some sixty years afterwards, I should occupy the pulpit of the old
parish church that for many centuries past has stood directly opposite,
on the other side of the street! Well may I, of all men, say, "Wh~t
hath God wrought 1" "This is the Lord's doing; it is marvellous III
mine eyes."
I assure you, dear brother, I walk the streets, and amid long-goneby familiar spots, with amazement, as I review the past, and think of
the matchless mercies, the astounding forbearance, the infinite lovingkindnesses, of my God and Father towards me. It appears to me as
though I had never felt His goodness, His love, His compassion, His
bounty, His wondrous patience, as I do now. I often tell Him that
I wonder how He can love me rather than hate me, and I can only
nnderstand it as I realize the fact that He loved me and saved me in
the Person of our adorable Jesus, because He would do so, according to
His own sovereign, all-gracious, everlasting, and unchangeable purpose.
"Not Gabriel asks the reason why,
Nor God the reason gives."
Oh, how I revel in the lines"He saw me ruined in the fall,
Yet 101-ed me notwithstanding all;
He saved me from my los estate;
His loving-kindness, oh, ho" great!"
Then there is another precious verse which just suits me, and which
was so great a favourite with the late Bishop WALDEGRA.n: tha , upon
one occasion, when a dear friend of mine was present, he asked his
clergy to join him in singing it"Amazing gl"ace! h<;>w sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see."
Well might the poet say 1/7retch, for who that knows somewhat of the
defilement of his own nature, the deceitfulness and treachery of his
own heart, and the ingratitude, forgetfulness, and distrust of which he
is daily, more or less, the subject, but must acknowledge that wretch
well describes his character 1 Why, brother, I am wont to think
that the sin of the woddling bears no comparison with that of t.he
child of God. The one sins in ignorance, in nature's heathellism; the
other against light and love! I am sure that, if the Apostle were here
now, I would dispute the point with him as to his being the " chief
of sinner~." The longer I live, the more astounded I am at the Lord's
merciful forbearance and long-suffering; and certain am I that, if at
last favoured to join the redeemed in glory, I shall be the greatest
trophy of rich, free, and sovereign grace that ever entered heaven t
It seems almost a venture-in measure presumptuous-to say-
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"My soul anticipates the day,
Would stretch her wings and soar away,
To aid the song, a palm to bear,
And bow, the chief of sinners, there."
My times of freedom and enjoyment used to be in the pulpit. Of late
years I rarely preached without a measure of comfort, inasmuch as I
knew I was giving utterance to the truth of God, as laid down in
His Word. Now, my times of wrestling-and they are intense-are
in the wakefulness of the night-season. My so-called "knee-prayers"
-that is, morning and evening "duty-times "-are so cold, so lifeless,
so formal, so heartless, that I often tremble at their seeming mere
mockery. And yet I am afraid to abandon them. My times of
communion-my precious seasons of really" walking and talldng with
Jesus "-are as I pace the streets, the highways, and the by-ways. In
the midst of the busy throng I am drawn forth in sweetest, nearest,
most endearing intercourse, holy familiarity, and fellowship with my
precious Lord. ·1 know what it is, blessed be His name, to realize unspeakable enjoyment under such circumstances, and often mentally to
exclaim"Yes, Thou art precious to my soul,
My transport and my trust;
Jewels to Thee are gaudy toy~.
And gold is sordid dust."
Dear brother, farewell!
Yours affectionately in the Lord,
D. A. DOUDNEY.

Stanley Lodge, Burgoyne Road, Southsea, December 8th, 1888.
MR. SPURGEON'S ACCIDENT.
AT the moment of going to press (writes a contemporary), we are glad
to receive the following note, dated Mentone, January 7th-" The
doctor has just called, and says Mr. SPURGEO~ is making good progress.
He is decidedly better."
It is reassuring to hear from a personal witness of the accident that
there is really no cause for alarm. Mr. P ASSMORE, who has returned
to London, informs us that the fall did, for the moment, occasion
considerable fright and fear for the result. It appears that, having
conducted a service on Sunday week among visitors, Mr. SPURGEON
repaired with a few friends to a furnished villa, which had been placed
at his disposal for an afternoon's rest, and it was in coming down
the marble staircase (which, by-the-bye, was carpeted) that, having rested
bis stick outside the carpet edge, and upon the marble, it gave way
beneath him, and he fell down some six steps. Although he sustained a
considerable shock, as was evidenced by the fact that not only were
his two front teeth shaken out, but the money in his pocket was thrown
into his boots, he quickly recovered his spirits, and as he was lifted
up, pleasantly remarked, "Painless dentistry."
The teeth, it seems, would in any case have had to be shortly replaced, like one or two of their predecessors, and there is no fear that
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Mr. SP.URGEON'S public delivery will be affected. A little later on it
was found that the fall had affected his knees more than he had supposed, and he was compelled to take to his bed.
There, thanks to
the untiring attention of his companions and friends, he has gradually
been recovering, until now the doctor is able to report in the language
we have cited. Mr. SPURGEON entertains the hope of returning to his
work at the end of the present month, unless, indeed, some wise counseller intervenes to keep him in the sunny south for a while longer.
We deeply regret the above-named calamity befalling our respected
friend and fellow-labourer in the Lord. At the same time, we cannot
but regard his escape from far more distressing consequences as most
providential. We cannot lose sight of the fact that, by a far less
casualty-the merely taking a single step, whilst walking-once brought
us to death's door, and, when able to leave our bed, could only walk by
the use of crutches, and that for many weeks. 'What, then, must it be
to fall headlong down some six stone steps, and that, too, in :Mr.
SPURGEON'S present state of health ~ We sar, his escape was marvellous, aTId as merciful as it was marvellous.
Whilst acknowledging the receipt of some books for her Poor
Ministers' Fund, dear Mrs. SPURGEON writes, under date December
31st :Uppel' Nonvood.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEy,-Before the year closes, I send a word of lonng
greeting to you, and of grateful thanks for another proof of yam kind
interest in me and my dear work. The books were safely recei,ed on
Saturday, and I shall endeavour, as usual, to make good u e of them.
Thank you very much for all the tender kindness you have ever shown
to me and mine.
I have fairly good news from Mentone. I should like it to be better,
but the dear Lord knows what is best for His children, and so we rest in
His hand. I have not recovered from my severe illness, but I "keep
inching along," and with "strength equal to my day," get through my
beloved service for the Master's servants.
With the best of best wishes for you and yours, believe me,
Your grateful friend,
SUSlE SPURGEOX.

It will be seen that it was subsequent to the writing of the foregoing
letter, the sad calamity befell her dear husband. We can easily imagine
how great the shock was to Mrs. SPURGEON, especially in such delicate
health, and her loved one a thousand miles away! We trust that both
the one and the other will be mercifully sustained, and, ere long, have
each unitedly again to acknowledge the good hand of the Lord their
God upon them, and afresh to testify that "He hath done all things
well." So prays
Their friend and brother in Christ,
THE EDITOR.

MERE doctrine, though ever so sound, will not alter the heart; consequently, turning from one set of tenets to another is not Christian
conversion.-Hart.
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A WELCOME WORD.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR SIR,-A gentleman friend having sent me the numbers of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for 1887, my attention has been called to the
poem, "A Little Talk with Jesus." I have a wish to possess a few
of them, and am forwarding Is. 6d. in stamps, and will thank you tosend me " Walks and Talks with Jesus," and a few of" A Little Talk
with Jesus."
The Lord be praised for sparing your life so long for the benefit of
His people, and as a champion for the truth in these days of falling away
from the truth. Oh, when we think of those who have been removed
from their sphere of labour the last few years, and none to take theirplaces, what a loss to the Church of God! W. PARKS, G. D. DOUDNEY,
PHILPOT, KERSHAW, VVARBURTON, Sl\1ART, and various others. But
of them it may truly be said, they yet speak. Their names speaktheir writings and sermons speak. We cannot think of such as these,
in the times that are now coming over us, but with sorrow and with
grief.
It was our privilege to be intimately acquainted with dear Mr.
DOUDNEY, at Charles Chapel, Plymouth, /lnd often to hear him preach ;.
and oh, what a rich savour in his ministrations! To me, it seemed!
as if all was for me, and his blessed memory is sweet and dear to us.
The possession of his Memoir and Cottage Lectures we greatly value.
We seem to hear his voice and see his face still. We see Mr.
DENSHAl\1 has followed him, whom we also knew.
I am glad also to say we possess your "Retracings and Renewings,'"
through the late Mr. BRIDER, who, I believe, supplied most of our
lighthouses with a copy of them.
But it is our great mercy that the Word of God is still preserved
and continued to us, though we cannot say how long we shall hold it
as we do now, if Rome's progress still goes on. That a great crisis
is nearing seems evident; that Antichrist will again raise its head,.
and wage war-open war-against the saints, appears to me certain.
But the issues will be in the hand of Jehovah, who shall again fight
the foes of His redeemed, and Antichrist shall meet its final doom
(Rev. xviii.).
Wishing you every blessing and length of days still, if the Lord'&
will, for the good of His chosen people, I am, my dear sir,
Yours in Christian love,
J OSEPH STEER.
Menai Ligh,tho'lse, near Beaumaris, Anglesey.
IN all false religions the worshipper is taught to "apprehend" God~
to ma.ke the first move towards Him, and to perform certain rites whereby
to appease the wrath of His sapposed Deity. Now, Christianity teaches
us that it is God who "apprehends" the sinner-takes hold of himgives him life and power to draw nigh to, and serve Him. It was a
favourite saying with the Puritans, "VI{e work not for life, but from
life."
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FOR 1889.-ST. SILAS', BRISTOL.
SAUNDERS, Vicar.
THOMAS G. STRONG, Cmate.)
"Looking ~tnto Jesus."-HEBREWS xii. 2.
"They looked unto Him, and VJere lightened."-PsALM xxxiv. 5.

(WILLIAM

RECOLLECTIONS OF A SERMON PREACHED ON THE ABOVE MOTTO TEXTS,
IN ST. SIT,AS' LARGE SCHOOL-ROOM,"" BY THE REV. W. SAUNDERS, ON
SUNDAY EVENING, JAJ\"UARY 6TH, 1889.

TAKEN with its context, the first text is a precept, and the second a
blessed example, for these Old Testament saints looked through the types
and shadows of the ceremonial law to Him who, as God, was not yet
manifested in the flesh.
"Looking unto Jesus." We must look unto HimI.-IN HIS EARTHLY LIFE.

1. In our temptations. The great enemy dared to assail the Second
.Adam, the glorious God-Man, Ohrist Jesus, and shall we think to be
exempt ~ He tempted Him to doubt His Father's providential care.
He tempted Him to doubt His own Sonship-" If Thou be the Son of
God."
"That impious 'if' he thus
No wonder if he cast at us,
And make us feel it, too."
At God incarnate threw;

He tempted Him to idolatry, and even to self-murder, and shall we be
left unmolested ~ I trow not. He" was in all points tempted like as
we are, yet without sin"; and "in all our afllictions He "as affiicted."
And having suffered, being tempted, is He not able, and G He not
willing, to succour those who are tempted and tried ~ Let us beg of
God the Holy Ghost to teach us, like Him, to wield "the sword of the
Spirit," and thus to make the tempter flee with, "It is written," "It is
written," "It is written again."
2. Let us look unto Him in the time of lJe1·secution. " If they have
persecuted Me, they will also persecute you," are His own blessed
words. If they have called the Master of the house "Beelzebub," depend upon it, the enemy will not be very complaisant to those of His
household. With what shameful accusations they assailed Him! But
we are told in the context of this watchword that "He despised the
shame." Infinitely sensitive as He was, being without sin, He at the
same time brushed those shameful accusations away as so many cobwebs in His path. And here the example of these Old Testament
believers also comes in. " They looked unto Him, and were lightened"
in the time of their persecution, for it is the Master's badge in every
age-" and their faces were not ashamed." Does not His blessed
promise glitter on many pages throughout the sacred Word-" Thou
shalt not be ashamed" ~ "My people," He declares again, "My people
shall never be ashamed." His cheering benediction is breathed over
those against whom all manner of evil is said "falsely [margin,
'lyingly'] for ~is dear name's sake."
3. We must look unto Him in the time of perple.r;ity. There are
.. The church being temporarily closed for repairs.
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times in the Christian's experience when he is suddenly plunged into
perplexity, like King Jehoshaphat, in the time of a great national
emergency, who was constrained to cry out, "We know not what to
do." May the king's example be ever followed by ourselves, for it is
added, "but our eyes are upon Thee" (see 2 Chronicles xx.). The
prayM' is recorded for our instruction-" For Thy name's sake lead me
i1ud guide me"; and the p1'omise is for our comfort and encouragement
-" The Lord shall guide thee continually."
And again4. We must look ~tnto Him in our daily pilg1'image to the bettM' land.
Without entering into particulars respecting "the great cloud of witnesses" mentioned in the first verse, we are sure that the eyes of
the blessed angels are ever upon us in our pilgrimage. Of every real
follower of the blessed Redeemer it may truly be said"The angels watch him on his way,
And aid with friendly arm;
And Satan, roaring for his prey,
May hate, but cannot harm."
And we are watched by a very different body, namely, by the lynxeyed world. As in Jeremiah's day, so now, thf:.y watch for our halting
(Jer. xx. 10).
Of the great Exemplar Himself it is again and again
recorded, "And they watched Him." "And they watched Him." Sometimes they sought to entangle Him in His talk, but He always put
them to silence, if not to shame. And, brethren, if the self-righteous
Pharisee, or the Sadducean infidel of our day seek to entangle you
in your words, my advice to you, for the most part, would be that of
King Hezekiah to his courtiers, respecting the blaspheming Rabshakeh"Answer him not." Rather look off unto Jesus and say, "Thou shalt
answer for me, 0 Lord my God."
And, in this daily pilgrimage to the better land, we are exhorted to
"lay aside every weight." If you are a believer, you cannot run with
any comfort with a load of cares around your neck.
The Christian
tradesman will make only poor progress with a heavy bag of silver or
gold upon his back. The command is, "Cast thy burden upon the
Lord "; and again, "If riches increase, set not your heart upon them."
" And the sin which doth so easily beset us" must also be ruthlessly cast
aside. "They that are Christ's have crucified the flesh, with its affections
and lusts." It must be done. By the grace of Gon, it can be done,
and thus shall we "run with patience;' with courage, and with confidence, "the race that is set before us."
Two boys ran a race for a prize in the time of snow.
The boy
who lost the race said to the winner, "How did you manage to run so
straight ~ Look how crooked and zig-zag my footprints are in the
snow! " The reply was, "I ran straight by keeping my eye fixed on
the man at the winning-post."
Here is a lesson for the heavenly
runner. 'rVe must look off unto Jesus. Jesus waits at the end of the
course to reward us, through grace, not with a corruptible, but with an
incorruptible crown.
"'Tis His own hand presents the prize
To thine aspiring eye."
K
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MUST LOOK UNTO

JESUS IN HIS VICARIOUS SUFFERINGS

AND DEATH.

Let us first glance briefly at the second verse-the verse which contains the text. We must look unto Him1. As "the Author and Finisher of faith." Here the all-important
question arises-Are you possessed of a single true grain of mustardseed faith 7 "VeIl, He is the Beginner, and He will be the Perfecter
of the same. Sometimes the poor doubting soul is at a stand as to
whether he possesses any real faith or no. He is like the poor, affiicted
father in the Gospel, who cried unto Jesus, "If Thou canst do anything,
have compassion upon us, and help us." Strange" ifs," indeed, were
addressed to the Son of God-at one time by Satan, and in this case
by a poor man in sore distress. Our divine and compassionate Lord
took that "if" and set it in its own proper setting. " If thou canst
believe," was the reply, "all things are possible to him that believeth."
That's where the "if" lay.
My brethren, you must cry migbtily to Him, as did His disciples,
"Lord, increase our faith!" and, as the Beginner and the Perfecter
of faith, He will grant you your request. Oh, for that faith which
will enable us to say, with the Psalmist, and with the same holy assur·
ance, "The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me."
The Holy Ghost would have us2. Look unto Him as a suffering Sllbstitllte.
Already we have seen
that He "despised the shame," but the cross, with all its unkuown
agonies, He must endure. Listen to the blessed Prophet Isaiah-" He
was wounded for our transgressions; He WM bruised for our iniquities;
the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we
are healed" (Isa. liii. 5). And what does the beloved Peter say 7 Re
conveys the awful fact that this was it mighty work which could not
be done by proxy. The Almighty Substitute had to "tread the winepress alonfl." None of the people could put a hand to that momentous
work, so that the Apostle was inspired t·) record that He, "His own
Self, bare our sins in His own body on the tree" (1 Peter ii. 24,). And
He bare them away. At the outset of His ministry, John the Baptist
did what I am seeking to do to-night. He cried to the people, "Behold the Lamb of God, who beareth away the sin of the world," in
allusion, doubtless, to that great typical transaction, on the great day of
atonement, when the sins of God's Israel were confessed over the scapegoat by Aaron, the high priest (Lev. xvi.). The goat was then sent away
by the hand of a fit man into an uninhabited lall.d. He returned with
the glad tidings that the goat and the sins were both (typically) gone,
and the people went rejoicing to their homes. I am the bearer of more
joyful tidings to every truly sin-convinced soul to-night. Kot only have
we the blessed type recorded by the divine Spirit, but the actual fulfilment of it; and it is the believer's happy privilege to go singing to
his home to-night, "As far as the east is from the west, so far hath
He removed my transgressions from me."
"My soul looks back to see

The burden Thou didst bear,
When hanging on the accm'sed tree,
For all her guilt was there."
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3. What was the great constraining motive ~ "For the joy that was
set before Him," i.e., the glory of His Father, and the salvation of His
Church and people. From all eternity Re had joyfully anticipated this
glorious result (Psa. xl. 6-8 j Heb. x. 5-9). At twelve years of age,
did He not say to His mother and reputed father, "How is it that ye
sought Me ~ Wist ye not that I must be about My Father's business?"
(Luke ii. 49.) What were His words to His disciples after sitting,
weary ani thirsty, on Jacob's well ~ "Jesus saith unto them, My meat
is to do the will of Rim that sent Me, and to finish His work" (John
iv. 34).
Oh, my brethren, seek to enter, by the divine Spirit's help, into the
meaning and the teaching of those three most blessed words, "It is
finished!" and then cling most tenaciously to the wondrous truth folded
up in the same.
IlL-WE MUST LOOK UNTO HIM IN HIS HEAVENLY RESURRECTION
LIFE.

1. Look unto Him in His eternal power and Godhead; in His eternal
and unchangiug Priesthood; ill His eternal, mystical, and vital union
with everyone of His divinely quickened members. Let us look unto
Him as did St. Paul. Let us fOllow the beloved Apostle as far as he
followed Christ, and let us cry with him, for it is our pl'erogati ve so
to do-" I have been crucified with Christ: [R.V.] nevertlleless I live;
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live ill
the flesh, I li\'e by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave Himself for me" (Gal. ii. 20).
"For me, Lord Jesus, Thou hast died,
And I have died in Thee;
Thou'rt risen, my bands are all untied,
And now Thou liv'st in me:
·When purified. made white, and tried,
Thy glory then for me."

By F. B. MEYER, B. A. London:
Morgan and Scott.
THE present., every-day, practical character of the blessed IVord is
strikingly brought out in this volume, as so expressly shown by the
Psalmist, in the opening verses of the 103rd Psalm-" Bless the Lord,
o my soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless the
Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits: who fUj·giveth all thine
iniquities j who hmleth all thy diseases; who j'edeemeth thy life from
de&truction; who cTou:neth thee with loving-kindness and tender mercies;
who -scdisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed
like the eagle's." In this fact of the present, every-day, and all-the-day
renewing, reviving, and restoring mercy consists so much of the preciousness and the suitability of a salvation which appertains to the present
world, as well as of that which is to come.

The Present Tenses of the Blessed Life.
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The Queen~s Servant and the King's Son.
By Commander KEY, R.N.
Portsmouth: R. and W. Welch.
THIS is a deeply-interesting account of one JOHN BELSEY, who, after
serving in the Royal Navy, was transferred to the Queen's yacht.
At the expiration of his term of service, having received the truth in
the love and power of it, under the ministry of the Rev. J. C. MARTIN,
at the original Circus Church, he became a most diligent and successful
labourer in connection with the Bethesda Mission. His career as a missionary was a remarkable one. His varied and laborious life was at
length brought to a close by a somewhat lengthened illness. "His last
words, spoken to his wife and daughters, as they attended at his bed-side,
were as follow," says the author. '" Tell them I am on the Rock. My
only trust is in Christ. It is not what I am; it is what He is.' Then
he offered a short prayer that the Lord would grant him special support
under his bodily sufferings. Soon afterwards he said, 'It is only three
words-cc It is finished!" '-and then he uttered the word' Mother,'
referring doubtless to his wife, who was present. About three minutes
before his departure to be with the Lord, those around him thought he
was humming the words of a hymn, and, on his wife listening closely,
she was just able to catch the two lines of the chorus"Tell me the old, old story
Of Jesus aud His love.

"Thus," continues Captain KEY, "he entered into the presence of his
Saviour with the accents of that love upon his lips "hich he had professed so many years in his heart, and which he enjoys now in all its
fulness and reality for a blessed eternity."
Thil:l is certainly a most precious, God-honouring, Christ-exalting,
soul-comforting booklet, and ought to be circulated by tens of thousands
in these truth-despising days.
Outline of Saving Knowledge; 0'1", A Plain, Sc?'iptuml View of Man in
Relation to his Maker. By a Baptist Minister. John Heywood.
AND who this Baptist Minister is we should be very glad to know,
and that for two reasons. First, in a note in the envelope, he says,
"A Constant Reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Born on Friday, the
8th of March, 1811" (our own birthday); and, secondly, he has produced one of the clearest, soundest, most Scriptural little works that
has ever passed under our hand. Well does the a.uthor say :" Although God is not tied to time or instruments, yet there are in all
cases solemn personal dealings between the Lord and a quickened soul in
a secret, conscious way; not like blind enthusiasts and revivalists who think
to convert people wholesale and mechanically on the spot, as if the work
were entirely in their own hands as to time and manner. The Prophet
Isaiah asks, 'Who hath heard such a thing 1 who hath seen such a
thing 1 Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day 1 or shall a
nation be born at once 1 for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought
forth her children. Before her pain came, she was delivered of a
man child.' This," adds the author, "is one of the gross delusions of
our day. Between the noise and nuisance of the Salvation Army [well,
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indeed, may he thus express himself, for it is noise and nuisance indeed] on the one hand, and the American organs on the other, the
people are led away from the simplicity and solemnity there are in
the Gospel, to look for carnal excitement and fleshly gratification in
dramatic representations and all sorts of childish amusements in connection with religion, so that our places of worship, between gambling,
auctioneering, and raffling, &c., are becoming more like dens of thieves
than places where God is to be worshipped."
This may appear to be strong language, but by no means too strong.
It gives but too true a representation of the religious world, so-called.
John Hazelton. A Memoir. By W. J. STYLES, Author of "A Manual
of Faith and Practice," &c. London: Robert Banks and Son. Pp.
272. With Portrait.
"I LOVE to read the memoirs of good men; they do me good," said
an experienced minister in our hearing, the other day. We agree with
him, and we regard the book before us as one of such memoirs. The
Rev. JOHN HAZELTON was, for thirty-six years, the beloved Pastor of
Mount Zion Baptist Chapel, at Chadwell Street, Clerkenwell, London. He
seems to have been a man of remarkable ability, a most diligent student
of the VVord of God, and an effective, faithful, and greatly-blessed preacher.
He began life in a humble position, and raised himself by untiring
diligence and perseverance. He was early called by divine grace. and
led to speak of "the dear Saviour he had found"; and for nearly
fifty years, in various places, and to many different congregations. he
preached the Gospel with no uncertain sound. The story of his early
struggles, entering the ministry, various pastoral engagements, and final
settlement in London, is well told. Interesting anecdotes also are given
illustrating his character, s.nd some valuable extracts from, and specimens
of, his sermons. vVe can imagine the special pleasure and the deep
interest with which the members of his flock will read this memoir of
their beloved Pastor, and that by it he will, as it were, again speak to
them; but we have no doubt that others will read it with pleasure
and profit as well.

Musical Services. .Is it Right? By a Clergyman of the Church of
England. London: James Nisbet and Co.
IN his Introduction, the talented author of this work says-" Nothing in
this treatise is intended to discourage the bright, hearty, good singing
of proper hymns of praise, or the natural, earnest, fervent praying of
prayer, and reading of holy Scriptures. On the contrary, the author
would have divine worship in this way so bright, warm, full of unction, and
irresistibly attractive, that as many should be brought to the ordinary
services of the Church, and with equal delight in them, as he now
sees constantly drawn together in large halls, by no other means than
these same free, simple, and direct forms of prayer and praise."
Upon reading the foregoing, and in proof that the various expedients
resorted to by musical entertainments, horticultural and agricultura!
shows, and the like, are not absolutely necessary to draw to the house
of God, we at once thought of a remark made by the late Canon
GIRDLESTONE. Upon one occasion of his preaching on a Sunday even\

\
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ing at St. Luke's, Bedminster, the congregation sang the well-known
hymn, to its accustomed tune, "All hail the power of J esu's name."
Upon returning to the vestry, at the close of the service, the Oanon
exclaimed, "MagnijicentJ" "vYell," thought WE', "if a dignitary of the
Ohurch, and so accustomed to a cathedral service [he was then in residence J thus expresses himself with respect to cor.gregational singing,
there can be no need of a surpliced choir and a choral service."
In the work before us, the author has examined the subject in the
most thorough and exhaustive way. He has proved to a demonstration
indeed that the efforts to gratify and ente1'tain, with a view to draw to
the house of God, are altogether unworthy in attempting to worship·
the Most High. "God is a Spirit, ar.d those who worship must worship
Him in spirit and in truth." Eclificaiion is one thing, ente1'tainrnent
quite another; so likewise p1'Oftt and plec6s1.J,1·e are as opposite as the poles./
Without doubt the great enemy of souls, transformed into an angel of
light, never was more successful than now in deluding poor souls into
the idea that they are really essential and acceptable worshippers, because their services are rendered in the so·called house of God. In
touching upon these facts, the author says, "Very often we hear it said
of such modern innovations, 'I like this,' or, 'My young people like
that,' or, 'The congregation desire the other'; but," he continues,
"surely a moment's reflection would show that it is not what u'e like,
or what our y01mg people like, or what any of those we may seek to attract
like, but simply what GOD likes, that we ought alone to offer to Him
when engaged in His public worship."
In the course of his arguments, the author brings demonstrative
proof that a musical service is U~SCRIPTVRAL, UNRLU" SELFISH, SEN-

·suous,

WORLDLY, UNCONGREG.-\.TIO~AL, U:\,PROTEST.·U;T,
THAT GOOD MAY COME, and INJURIOUS TO THE llIKISTRY.

DOI~G

EVIL

Under these
several distinct headings, he pursues his subject in the clearest and
most exhaustive way.
We close our notice with one extract, to which we would call the
very special attention of our reader~, as having been verified and confirmed of late years by plain matter of fact :Is it not a striking fact [says the author] that, since harvest festimls
have become general in this country, a curse, and not", blessing, has fallen
upon our agricultural' and pastoral interests, reducing the rents of landlords, the profits of farmers, the scanty means of the laboul'ing poor, and
the incomes of the clergy, especialllj in the cmmt?..y districts / whilst, alas t
much embarrassment and bitterness have arisen in the relations of those poor
classes who live from the land? Nay, is it not surely a solemn and signifi.
cant warning of what God thinks of this, which looks very much like a
wilful return to the rejected worship of Cain? (Gen. iv.2----7.) Can it be
possible, if harvest festivals are the outcome of true gratitude for the
gifts of the field, and a proper and divinely-approved expression of such
gratitude, that this, the very time of their almost universal revival, would
be chosen by God for sending severe and constantly-increasing losses
upon all agricultural interests?
How worthy is such an argument of the very deepest consideration!
We wish the author had seen his way to publish this most excellent
work at a cheaper rate. It is worthy of a world-wide circulation.
We should love to scatter it broadcast throughout the kingdom.

"
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The Au'tobiogmphy of a Soldier in India of H.ill. 52nd Regiment Light
Infantry, togethe1' with his Call to the Ministry. By THOllUS WITTS.
London: F. Kirby.
'THIS is a closely-printed work of 235 pages. It contains a variety of
incidents of a touching and striking character. Beil1O" the life of a
soldier, such might naturally be expected. There is,ohowever, a sad
defect in the work, inasmuch as there is neither index nor headings to
the chapters; but, notwithstanding the oversight to which we have
referred in the arrangement of this book, we are bound to speak well
of it, as being such a precious proof of the power, the richness, the
fulness, of divine grace and mercy. The author states that his object
in publishing the work is, to magnify the Lord's forbearing love and
goodness, and to encourage others, however vile, worthless, and undone,
to betake themselves to Him who" delighteth in mercy." As a wondrous trophy himself of that mercy, his book is entitled to a cll)se
and careful perusal, backed up as it is throughout by the Word of
'God, and throwing such light upon the vagaries, the crafty deceptions,
and. well-called "shams," that so abound in these days of "religious"
·eXeltement.
The Oity Dia1'y and Almanack f01' 1889. London: W. H. and L.
Collingridge, City Press, 148 and 149, Aldersgate Street, E.C.

THIS is the twenty-sixth annual production of t1lis cheap and comprehensive work. It fully maintains its character for the mass of local
information it contains, as well as its facilities for daily note and
~omment.

THE MINISTRY.
To the Editor of the English ChU1·chman.

SIR,-vVill you allow me to supplement the remarks of your corre.spondent, "A Student for the 1inistry," in regard to a want of effort,
upon the part of those who have the means, to encourage young men
whose hearts appear to be rightly influenced with respect to the allimportant work of the ministry 1 By a little pecuniary aid upon the
part of those who have money at their command, under Goel, what
.good might be effected!
In the early part of my ministerial career, some forty years ago,
when preaching and lecturing at W 01 verhampton, I casually met a
young man, engaged in business, whose heart appeared to be tlwroughly
engrossed in the work of the Lord, and I thought how admirably he
was adapted for the ministry. He was of a most studious turn of mind,
and his conversation was so truly spiritual, that I have never ceased
to regret my inability to aid him in so great and good a cau,e.
I trust, however, it may prove of interest to your numerous readers,
and, perhaps, may stimulate some to effort, if 1 mention another case,
followed with very different results.
A young man, who was an attendant at our church and at the
prayer-meetings, who was in a draper's shop in Bristol, called upon
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me one 'evening, wishing to open his mind with respect to the ministry.
I encouraged him to go forward, and wrote on his behalf to the Rev.
ALFRED PEACH, the founder of St. John's College, Highbury. After
passing a most successful career there, he was ordained among the first
batch of men from that college. Before he had completed his course,
he was engaged as curate to the late Dr. MILLER, of Greenwich. After
serving some years, he became Association Secretary to the Irish Church
Missions, then editor of the ChuTchman's Magazine, and has now for
some years been engaged in a most self-denying but highly important
,vork, in visiting the previously most inaccessible localities in Russia,
and other coun tries, for the purpose of circulating the Worel of God in
prisons, hospitals, and other places. As the result of his travels and
investigations, he has since published four thick, invaluable volumes,
which have been most fa\'ourably reviewed by the Times and other
journals. He is now pursuing a still more difficult and hazardous
course than even those previously encountered. The gentleman to
whom I refer, as my former parishioner, is the Rev. Dr. LANSDELL.
Again, I called one day at a certain establishment in Bristol, to speak
to the young manager of the business, who happened to be one of our
Sunday School teachers, and with whose prayers from time to time I
had been much impressed. The result was, after passing the usual
course at St. John's, Highbury, he was nominated to the Rev. Mr.
EVERARD'S curacy at IVolverhampton, the duties of which he efficiently
fulfilled until presented to his present incumbency. In the two ca-ses,
a few sympathetic and stimulating words led to such grateful and
satisfactory results.
If in such cases a little timely monetary aid could be added where
needed, what blessings might ensue in regarn to young men going forth
to preach "the unsearchable riches of C1Hist"!
It is a source to me of great satisfaction, in my declining years, and
when laid aside from parochial work for at ltast a twelve-month, to remember that two devoted young men are now far advanced in their
college course, with a view to ordination. The one is at St. John's, Highbury; the other at Queen's College, Cambridge. In the one instance,
aid has been rendered by an admirable society at Bristol, established
for the express purpose of helping young men to their college course;
the other has been assisted by an old and valued friend of their
father. A third member of the same family, with whom I have been
in close intimacy for upwards of thirty years, is most anxious to follow
in his brothers' footsteps, and likewise devote himself to the Lord's
service. Unless help, however, is rendered, his wishes-although so
laudable-are likely to be frustrated. Here is a case in point. Should
any of your numerous readers feel disposed to help the elevoted young
man of whom I speak, most gladly would I furnish them with particulars, or, if preferred, be only too happy to hand over any contributions with which I may be entrusted on his behalf.
Apologizing for the length of my lettet·, and wishing you every
success in your advocacy of our but-too-much..despised Protestantism,
D. A. DOUDNEY,
Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster.

Stanley Lodge, BUl'goyne Rond, Southsea, December 21st, 1888.
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